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OFFICE OF THE MANAGING DIRECTOR
ASSAM STATE TRANSPORT CORPORATION,

PALTANBAZAR GUWAHATI-781008

Ref no: ASTC/H.O/STY/20-21/ 9128 Date: 10.12.2020
RE - TENDER NOTICE

Sealed tender are invited from interested reputed authorised firm for printing and supply of the
following group of items, which will be received by the undersigned up to 1 pm on the last date
shown against each group of items given below and will be open on the same day at 3 pm.

The bidder must submit their bid documents in prescribed forms and details which may be col-
lected from the Stationery Section, ASTC,H.O, Paltanbazar,Guwahati-08 on payment of
Rs.500/-(Rupees Five Hundred Only) in Cash as tender fee (non Refundable) for each group
of items or else the tender document can be downloaded from the website of ASTC,
"www.astc.assam.gov.in" and the tender fee of Rs.500/-(Rupees Five Hundred Only) can be
submitted in the form of demand draft in favour of "Managing Director, Assam State
Transport Corporation", which must be submitted along with the bid documents.

Sd/-
Chief Engineer (A&T)

ASTC, Paltan bazar, Guwahati-08

SI
no

Name of the items Date of Tender
form issue

Last date of
receipt

1. ASTC Wayside Ticket Book 11-12-2020 29-12-2020

2. P.O.B Wayside Ticket Book 11-12-2020 29-12-2020

3. ASTC City Bus Ticket, SFT Ticket and A/C Airport Ticket 11-12-2020 29-12-2020

4. General Stationery Items 11-12-2020 30-12-2020

5. Computer Stationery Items Money Receipt, Time Sheet (General
and JnNURM)

11-12-2020 30-12-2020

6. Cash Book, D/Oil Cash Memo, Summary Sheet, Numerical
Ledger Sheet, Bin card, Long Sheet, etc

11-12-2020 30-12-2020

The general public is hereby informed that
an unidentified person about 30-32 years of
age whose name, residence, and family is
unknown had been found dead behind ISBT
Sarai Kale Khan, opposite Barapullah
Flyover, New Delhi on 03.12.2020 at 7:45
a.m. In this regard, a vide has been
registered with DD No: 13-A dated
03.12.2020 at PSSunLightColony, Delhi.
Sincere efforts have been made by the local
police to identify the deceased person, but no clue has come
to light so far.
The description of the UIDB is as under:
Sex: Male, Age: about 30-32 years, Height: 5'6”,
Complexion: Fair, Face: Oval, Built: Normal, Wearing:
White vest and blue jeans pant.
If anyone has any information about his relatives, kindly
inform the SHO/ Sun Light Colony, Delhi.

SHO
P.S. Sun Light Colony, Delhi.

Ph. No. 011-26347482, 26348324DP/307/SE/2020

E-mail : cic@cbi.gov.in
Ph.: 011-24368638, 24368641
Fax : 011-24368639

APPEAL FOR IDENTIFICATION

PPEERRSSOONNAALL

Classifieds
II,, SSaannttii Devi,W/oMithalesh
SinghR/o,Gram-Ratana, PO-
KarubighaPS-Chabillapur,
Nalanda, Bihar-803116, have
changedmyname toChanda
Devi for,all purposes.

0040557565-4

II,,PPuunneeeett Sidhu,Spouseof,Sartaj
SinghSidhuR/o-H.No-22396-A,
ShantNagar, Bathinda,
Punjab, India, have changed
myname fromPuneet Sidhu to
PuneetKaur SidhuVide
Affidavit dated 10/12/2020,
NotaryPublicDelhi.

0040557552-7

II,,NNoo..1144884433226633KK,, SepM.
Srinivasan,S/oM
Mallesham,R/oVillage-
Ramsagar, Post-Dacharam
Teh/PS-Bejjenki,State-
Telangana,Declare thatmy
wife’s namehasbeenwrongly
mentioned inmyservice-
recordasPantham
Sravanthi,the correct-nameof
her isMengani Sravanthi,
whichmaybeamended
accordingly. 0040557565-5

II,,MMiitthhlleesshh SinghS/o,Lt.Mukhan
SinghR/oGram-Ratana,PO-
Karubigha,PS-
Chabillapur,Nalanda,Bihar-
803116,have changedmy
name toMithaleshSingh
for,all purposes.

0040557565-2

II,,MMOOHHDDANISUDDIN, S/O.
BUNDU, R/o-26-D, DDA
FLATS,MATA-SUNDRYROAD,
NEWDELHI-110002, changed
myname toANISUDDIN,
permanently.

0040557552-4

II,,KKuunnaall SachdevaS/o.Naresh
SachdevaR/o-A-32/C,Hastsal
Vihar, Uttam-Nagar, New
Delhi-110059,inform thatMy
Father,andMyMotherName
hasbeenwrongly-writtenas
Sh.NareshSachdeva,and
Smt.Lakshmi Sachdeva inmy
12th-CertificateNo.AINO
NO.210670. Theactual nameof
MyFather,andMyMother is
Sh.NareshkumarSachdeva,
andSmt.LaxmiDevi,which
maybeamendedaccordingly.

0040557518-1

II,,JJooggiinnddeerr Kumar S/O-Har
Bhagwan,R/O-House.No-293,
Ward.No7,Near-FoodSupply-
Office,Gohana, Dist-Sonipat,
Haryana,HaveChangedMy
NameTo Joginder Pal,For
All,FuturePurposes.

0040557573-1

II,,HHaarrjjeeeett Singh,S/oAvtar Singh
Kalsi,R/o-WZ-26A,Plot.No-
15,Street.No-1, New-Sahib
Pura,Tilak-Nagar, NewDelhi-
110018,have changed the
nameofmyminor sonGagan
DeepSinghKalsi aged-17-
years andhe shall hereafter
be knownasGagandeep
Singh. 0040557573-9

II,,BBhhaavvnnaaVasudeva,W/oVenu
PushkarR/o-440,E-
Block,Astha-Kunj,Sector-
18,Rohini Delhi-110089, inform
thatmynameBhavna
Prabhakar andBhavna
Vasudeva is sameperson.

0040557565-3

II,, Vishal Agarwal, S/oSh.
DineshChandraAgarwal, R/o
51/3C, Sector 2, KalibariMarg,
NewDelhi-110001. I have
changedmyname toVishal
Aggarwal. 0040557528-1

II,, VarunPawar S/O-VijayPawar
R/O-222,First-Floor B-1-
Block,Janakpuri, Delhi-
110058,HaveChangedMy
NameToVarronPawaar,For
All,FuturePurposes.

0040557573-2

II have changedmyname from
BhuvaneshR. toBhuvanesh
RavindranThevar asper
Affidavit Dt: 8/12/2020.

0070723698-1

II,, SurenderKumar Jain,S/O-
Late Shri Sultanmal
Anchalia,R/O-Pocket-
22/88,2nd floor, Sector-
24,Rohini,Delhi-110085, have
changedmyname toSurender
Jain. 0040557565-6

II,, SunitaKumari Goel D/O
SubhashChandGoel, R/o
159/160,Pocket-3, NearDPS,
Sector -24Rohini,Rithala,
North,WestDelhi-110085, have
changedmynameandshall
hereafter beKnownas
Sonakshi Aggarwal

0070723696-1

II,, Simrit Pal KaurW/oGoldi
SinghKalsi, R/o.H-1201,Ajnara
Daffodil, Sector-137, Noida,
G.B.Nagar, UP-201301,have
changedmyname toSimrit
Pal KaurKalsi.

0040557532-1

II,, Shamim Jahan,W/oAbrar
Hussain,R/o-WZ-1214,Badial,
Palam-Village, NewDelhi-
110045,haveChangedmy
name,fromShamemJahan to
ShamimJahan,for all
purposes. 0040557552-3

II,, SatyaPrakashGupta S/O
JadoramGupta, R/o Mohalla
Pasra, Near JainMandir,
Ambehta, Saharanpur, Uttar
Pradesh-247340, have
changedmynameandshall
hereafter beKnownasSatya
Prakash.

0070723692-1

II,, Dalip SinghS/o LateKunwar
SinghR/o 11-C, Z-Block, Gali
No.6, ShyamVihar Phase-1,
NearDevGarden,Najafgarh,
NewDelhi-110043 have
changedmyname from
DaleepSingh toDalip Singh for
all purposes.

0040557513-1

II,, SaritaDevi,D/o Niranjan
Singh,W/oMr.SidharathR/o
VPO-Ratanthal(180), Rewari,
(Haryana)-123301, have
changedmyname toSangita.

0040557552-2

II,, SURESHGUPTA,S/ORAMBABU
GUPTA, R/o-B-125, GALI.NO-10,
KANTINAGAR-EXTN, KRISHNA
NAGAR, DELHI-110051, have
changedmyname toSURESH
CHANDGUPTA. 0040557565-9

II,, SIMMERJEETKAUR,W/O.
TALVINDERSINGH,
H.NO.1/9991,ST.NO.3F,WEST
GORAKH-PARKSHAHDARA,
DELHI-110032. changedmy
name toSIMERJEETKAUR,
permanently. 0040557552-6

II,, SHWETA,W/OMrityunjay
Kumar. R/oC/O:
Dr.VS.Singh,BehindDenobill
School ,Jaiprakash
nagar,Dhanbad, Jharkhand
have changedmynameand
shall hereafter beKnownas
SHWETAKUMAR. 0070723694-1

II,, Ratna,W/oLate Sh. Sohan
SinghRawatR/oH.No.338-C,
DDAFlats, GhazipurNew
Delhi-110096. have changed
myname toRatnaRawat for
all futurepurposes.

0040557530-1

II,, RajuHajamS/o Indradev
HajamR/oVillage-Angwali
(NorthAngwali), Post-
Angwali, Thana-Petarwar
Angwali, Dhori Peterbar
Bokaro, Jharkhand-825102,
have changedmyname to
Raju Thakur 0070723700-1

II,, RAJEEVKHURANA S/O-
MANOHARLALKHURANAR/O-
C-1762 4TH-FLOORSUSHANT
LOK-1GURGAONHARYANA-
122009, changedmyname to
RAJIVKHURANA. 0040557565-1

II,, Puldeep, R/o-JG-III/116-
A,VikasPuri,NewDelhi-
110018,inform that inmySon’s
(KunikDOB-02.01.2002)my
namehaswronglywrittenas
Paldeep insteadof Puldeep.

0040557565-7

II,, Prabhjot KaurR/o-B-18,Janta
Colony,Shivaji Vihar,Tagore
Garden,N.Delhi-27,have
changedmyminor son’s name
Muktyar SinghBhatti to
Mukhtyar SinghBhatti.

0040557573-4

II,, PoojaRani D/oNareshPal
SinghR/o-48, Saga
Habitat,NH-58,Gram-Khadoli,
Meerut-City,Meerut, U.P.-
250002,have changedmy
name toAnikaSingh.

0040557573-3

II,,MukeshKumarGoyal S/oSh.
VijayKumar, R/oH.No. 1247,
Sector-7D, Faridabad,
Haryana-121006 changedmy
name toMukeshKumar for all
purposes. 0070723664-1

II,,Mrs.Raj Bala,W/OMr.Shri
BhagwanSolanki R/o: SRS-168,
NasirpurVillageDwarka,
Delhi-110045have changedmy
name toRaj Bala Solanki

0070723666-1

II,,ManinderKaurD/OGurjeet
Singh,W/ORohit Rajeev
Marwah. R/oNarayanpur
Dohariya, Barirai, Udham
SinghNagar, Narayanpur
Dohariya, Uttarakhand-
263152, have changedmy
nameandshall hereafter be
KnownasManinderMarwah.

0070723690-1

II,, Jyoti Krishanalias Jyoti
KrishanTiwari S/oSh. Jata
Shankar Tiwari R/o 817BWard
No.6,Mehrauli, NewDelhi 30
have changedmyname to
Jyoti KrishanTiwari for allmy
futurepurposes. 0040557526-1

II,, JaswinderKaurKalsi,W/o
Harjeet Singh,R/o-WZ-26A,
Plot.No-15,Street.No-1,New
SahibPura,Tilak-Nagar,New-
Delhi-110018,have changed
myname to JaswinderKaur.

0040557573-8

II,, Harjeet SinghKalsi, S/oAvtar
SinghKalsi, R/o-WZ-26A,
Plot.No-15, Street.No-1, New-
SahibPura,Tilak-Nagar,New
Delhi-110018,have changed
myname toHarjeet Singh.

0040557573-7

II,, HITENDRAKUMAR
SHARMA,S/O-TRIBHUWAN
NATHSHARMA,ADD-B-46/G-
1,BLOCK-B, DILSHAD-
GARDEN,SHAHDARA,DELHI-
110095. Changedmyname to
HITENDRASHARMA,
permanently. 0040557552-5

II,, GyanRattanS/oH. Lal R/o-
MG-14A, GroundFloor,Eldeco
MysticGreens,Omicron-1,
GreaterNoidaU.P.,have
changedmyminor,Son’s
name fromEkaanshRattan to
EkaanshChaudhary for,all
futurepurposes.

0040557573-5

II AshuVermaS/o-Krishan
KumarR/o-H.No.753,
Kherakhurd, Delhi-110082have
changedmyname toAshish
Verma for all purposes.

0040557510-1

II Harjeet Kaur aliasHarjeet
KaurAroraW/oCharanjit
SinghWalia R/o F-15-A,
MukhramGarden, TilakNagar,
NewDelhi-110018have
changedmyname toHarjeet
KaurWalia for all purposes.

0040557506-9

II Ikbal AhmadS/O, Furkan
AhmadR/oMohalla-muslim
Choudhriya, Seohara, Bijnor,
Up-246746have changedmy
name to Iqbal Ahamd for all
purposes.

0040557549-1

II,, CHANDERSHEKHAR
BALODI,S/ODHARAMDUTT
SHARMA,R/O-D-364, DELTA-
1ST, GREATER-NOIDA,
GAUTAMBUDH-NAGAR-
201308,U.P,HAVECHANGEDMY
NAMETOCHANDERSHEKHAR.

0040557552-1

II,, BeenbenKetanVoraW/o
Ketanbhai VoraR/oof F-226,
GaurGrandeur, Sector 119,
Noidahave changedmyname
toBinaKetanbhai Vora for all
futurepurposes. 0040557515-1

II,, AshishGuptaS/OSatya
Prakash, R/o 388, Pasra,
AMBAIHTANAGARPANCHAYT,
PS-Nakur, Teh.-Nakur, Dist-
Saharanpur,-247340, have
changedmynameandshall
hereafter beKnownasAshish
Kumar. 0070723686-
1

II VinnetaKumariw/oSachin
Kumar in R/oHouseno-105,
StreetNo-03B-block, Brij Puri,
Delhi-110094have changedmy
nameVinita toVINNETA
KUMARI Affadavit No.45AB
330917 0040557511-
1

II VandanaSharmaalias
VandanaKaushikD/o Late Sh.
JagdishParsadW/oSh.Amit
KaushikR/o 342,Shivaji
Market, PitamPura, Delhi-
110034have changedmy
name toVandanaKaushik for
all purposes. 0040557506-6

II SunnyS/o-AshokBhardwaj
R/o-113, Nangli Puna, Delhi-
110036have changedmy
name toAgni Bhardwaj for all
purposes. 0040557509-
1

II SonuS/oNoorMohammad
R/o L-869,Mangol Puri N-Block,
Saraswati Vihar, Delhi-110034
have changedmyname to
Shokeen for all purposes.

0040557506-8

II Premavati KaushalW/O,
RajeshSharmaR/oA-38-B,
NewSlumFlats, PaschimPuri,
NewDelhi-110063have
changedmyname to Jyoti
Sharma for all purposes

0040557550-1

II Neeraj Bawari S/oSh. Ramesh
ChandraBawari R/oH.No.D-
166, StreetNo.7, Gamri
Extension, North East, Delhi-
110093have changedmy
name toNeeraj Baawari for all
purposes. 0040557506-
7

II,, Amit Babbar S/oKimti Babbar
R/o-4/13,West patel Nagar,
NewDelhi-110008, have
changedmyname toAamit
Babbarpermanently.

0040557532-2

II NeeleshS/oSh. RoopVilasR/o
2524, Gali No.193, Onkar
Nagar-A, Tri Nagar, Delhi-
110035have changedmy
name toNiiliishBhardwaj for
all purposes. 0040557506-5

II AnitaKumariOwner of flat A-
20 JalvayuVihar SecPhi 2
GreaterNoida, had lost
original Allotment Letter of
aboveproperty vide FIR LR
No:799332/2020. finder pl
contact 9999500548.

0040557527-1

II,, Harish Sharma,S/o
KhushiramSharma,have lost
my,Original Allotment Letter
(No.B015917)&Possession
Letter,ofmyHouse.No.J-199,
Sector-Beta-02, Greater
Noida,U.P. 0040557532-3

II,, ShubhayanGanguli, S/O
GautamGanguli have lostmy
originalmarksheet and
certificates of ClassX (CBSE,
1997, Roll No:6416388), Class
XII (CBSE, 1999, Roll
No:6661095), BA(Hons)
History(DU, 2002,Roll No:
283890) andMAHistory (JNU,
2004, Registration
No:02/61/HH/11) 0040557512-1

PPUUBBLLIICCNNOOTTIICCEE

LLOOSSTT&&FFOOUUNNDD

PUBLIC NOTICE
Be it known to all that my clients Sh Parmod Sharma
S/o. Late Sh. Sundar Lal Sharma and Smt. Kavita
Sharma W/o. Sh Parmod Sharma both R/o. C-50,
First Floor, Gali No.2, Mahendru Enclave, Opposite
Gurudwara, Delhi-9 have disinherited and disowned
all their relations and responsibilities in all manner
with their younger son Karan Sharma and his wife
Smt. Shruti Sharma as both of them have
solemnized their marriage without any kind of
permission and consent and create embarrassment
situation and my clients have no control over both of
them and both of them have cruel attitude,
misbehavior, disobedient and discourteous etc. with
my clients and my clients have severed all their
relations with them and debarred them from their all
movable and immovable properties and my clients
will not be responsible, accountable or answerable
to any act or omission done by both of them even
against each other or any other person.

Sd/-
(Sachin Aggarwal, Adv.)

Ch.No. 489-490, 1st Floor Western Wing,
Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi -110054.

PUBLIC NOTICE
My clients Sh. Hari Chand s/o Late Sh. Sukh
Dev and Smt. Kamlesh w/o Sh. Hari Chand
both R/o Khasra No. 369/4, Kadda Colony,
Kushak Road No.2, Swaroop Nagar, Delhi-
110042 have disowned and debarred their
son Sunil Kumar, his wife Monu @
Manorma from their all moveable and
immoveable properties due to their
disrespectful behaviour, disobedience and
out of control of my clients. My clients have
also severed all their relations with them. If
anybody deals with them, he/she shall do so
at his/her own risks, costs and
consequences. My clients shall not be liable
or responsible for the same in any manner.

Sd/-
Pradeep Kumar Anand (Advocate)

8153, Deena Nath Road,
Roshanara Road Delhi-110007

PPUUBBLLIICC NNOOTICETICEMy client Sh. Mahesh Kumar Arora
Son of Late Sh. Om Prakash AroraR/o-226 A/1, Prakash Mohalla,
Garhi, East of Kailash, New Delhi-
110065 has disowned and debarredher wife Smt. Manju Arora, aged53years and son Kartik Arora, aged20years from all his movable andimmovable property, Due to theirbad behaviour and misconduct sohe has broken all the relations. Anybody dealing with them will do soat his/his/their own risk, cost andconsequences. My client will notbe responsible for any act.

S. K. Gupta (Advocate)
Ch. No. D-209, Karkardooma Courts,

Delhi-110032

PUBLIC NOTICE
Public at large is hereby informed that my clients
Harbans Singh, s/o late Sh. Labh Singh and Smt. Raj
Kumari, w/o Sh. Harbans Singh, both rs/o B-1874,
Shastri Nagar, Delhi-52, got published against their
son named Sh. Gurmeet Singh, their daughter-in-law
Smt. Mandeep Kaur and their grandson named
Master Kushdeep Singh too, vide publication,
published in News-papers JANSATTA AND INDIAN
EXPRESS, both dated 08.03.2020. Now on furnishing
of Undertaking dated 10.12.2020 by their son Sh.
Gurmeet Singh, and on making gentle promises of
him to them that he shall be obedient and sincere
towards their parents, my clients. Their publication in
the same News-papers towards my daughter-in-law
Smt. Mandeep Kaur shall be intact. If anyone deals
with their said daughter-in-law, the they shall do so at
their own risk, consequences. My clients shall never
be responsible for that in any manner.

Sd/-
DINESH KUMAR AGGARWAL

ADVOCATE
CHAMBER: 453-A, Western Wing,

Tis Hazari courts, Delhi-110054

PPUUBBLICLIC NOTNOTIICCEE
This is to inform that, my
clients i.e. Mr. Bhopal
Chand S/o Durga Prasad
& Smt. Asha Devi W/o
Bhopal Chand, both R/o
RZK-17, KH NO 7/18/2,
TAMIL ENCLAVE,
DABRI PALAM ROAD, NEAR
TENT WALA SCHOOL,
VIJAY ENCLAVE, PALAM
VILLAGE S.O., NEW DELHI,
SOUTH WEST DELHI,
DELHI-110045, declares
that our son Amit Kumar
and our daughter in law
Mamta Arya, both are not
in our say and
respected control. They both
are a threat to our peaceful
lives & dignity, as there
conducts, behavior &
actions is beyond our
tolerance. And now we
both, disown them both
i.e. Amit & Mamta from our
all moveable & immovable
properties & also ended
all relations social,
financial & family with
them w.e.f. 10th Dec 2020.
Anybody deals with them
will be at their own risk.
-----------------------------------------
Naresh Kumar(Advocate)
Enrl. D/1676/2019 Ch.522,
Dwarka Court, New Delhi-75

''IMPORTANT''
Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, it isnotpossible toverify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot be
held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurredasaresultof
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies or
entering into any agreements
with advertisers or otherwise
acting on an advertisement in
any manner whatsoever.

PUBLIC NOTICE
"I Pankaj Sethi S/O Sh Mukhi Ram
Sethi R/o V-38 2nd Floor, Rajouri
Garden, Tagore Garden, West Delhi-
110027 declare that due to the ill
conduct of my son Vabhav Sethi, I
have disowned him from our movable
and immovable property. Any body
dealing with him will be doing on his
own peril. We shall not be responsible
for any liability for his acts."

Sd/-
Prevendra Kumar

Advocate
109 , Lawyer's Chambers, Patiala

House Courts, New Delhi - 01
Mobile: 9311873365/9555014865

LOST & FOUND
Lost Sale Deed, Property
Documents of Property No.47-A,
Area 200 Sq. Yds, Part of Khasra
No.125, 126, 128 situated at
Block-A, Gali No.5, Rajgarh
Colony in area Ghaundli illaqua,
Shandara, Delhi-110031 dated
25/04/1972 owner Smt. Prem
Kaur D/o Sohan Singh W/o Sher
Singh R/o-B-29, Rajgarh Colony,
Delhi-31 in favour of Smt. Shanti
Devi W/o Krishan Lal Chugh R/o-
331/33A, Rajgarh Colony, Gali
No.4, Delhi-110031, FOUNDER
MAY INFORM #9968295150

PUBLIC NOTICE
Be it known to all that my client Mrs.
Chander Prabha Taluja, w/o Bhupinder
Kumar Taluja, R/o 395, Indra Vihar
Colony, Delhi have declared her
daughter Mrs. Bhumika Rawal w/o Sh.
Amit Rawal D/o Bhupinder kumar Taluja
mentally incompetent and suffering with
schizophrenia and has been declared
by Psychiatrist Dr. Rupali P. Shivalkar
not fit to understand the nature of any
documents. Any legal documents
signed by her shall be considered
invalid and illegal for all purposes.

Sd/-
(Shashank Ahuja) Adv.

289-A, Western Wing Tis Hazari
Court Delhi-54 M-9911245076

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notified that my client (1) SHRI
SURENDER KUMAR S/O LATE SH.
KISHAN CHAND, & (2) SMT.
DEEPIKA WADHWA W/O SH.
SURENDER KUMAR, BOTH R/O
HOUSE NO. U-60. LAMPUR ROAD
WALI GALI VIJAY NAGAR, NARELA,
DELHI-110040, has/have sever all
relation from their son CHIRAG
WADHWA. Due to his cruel and
harassing behavior towards my above
named they have debar and disowned
him from their all movable &
immovable properties. Any person
dealing with him will do at his/her/them
own cost & risk and my client's shall
not be responsible for the same, if any.

SURENDER KUMAR (Advocate)
Enrl. No. D/152/88

PUBLIC NOTICE
My Clients Sh. Prem Ballabh Upreti S/o
Late Sh. Lal Mani Upreti R/o House
no.165, Block -E1, Gali no.9, Khasara
No.53/3, Pradhan Enclave, Burari,
Delhi 110084 Near Fauji Builder, have
severed all his relations with his son
Sh. Manoj Upreti as he is not under the
control of my client and also due to his
unsocial behaviour, activities &
attitudes. Considering his abovesaid
act and deed, my client has severed all
of his relation with him and hereby
debars/disown him from all of his
moveable and immoveable properties.
My client and his family members shall
not be held responsible in any manner
for any of his acts, deeds and things
from today onward.

Sd/-
ANIL KR. THAKUR (ADVOCATE)

E.No. D/1106/2003
Office: 264, Western Wing

Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-110054

RRaaddiioollooggiisstt// Sonologist For
AlwarDistt. (Ramgarh,
Govindgarh) (Raj.) 100KM
FromGurugram,Salary- 2.50, to
4.00 LacPerMonth. RMC
RegistrationMandatory,
Contact- 9414261166,
8619436058 0110021400-1
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HARISHDAMODARAN
NEWDELHI, DECEMBER11

KARNATAKA HAS become the
latest BJP-ruled state to put a
stringent anti-cattle slaughter
Bill in motion. On Friday, the
state government said that it
would bring in an ordinance to
implementtheprovisionsof the
Bill, which was passed by the
Assembly onWednesday but
could not be approved by the
Legislative Council before the
sessiongotover.Thestrikingfea-
tureof thisBill is itsdefinitionof
'cattle'. It includesnot justcows,
bulls, bullocks and calves, but

alsomale and female buffaloes.
Thatmakes it a comprehensive
anti-bovineslaughterBill.
This is unlike the laws in

other states, whose scope is re-
stricted only to the Bos taurus
species.Thelatter includecows,
bulls,bullocksandcalves,butnot
buffaloes, thatbelong toasepa-
rate Bubalus bubalis species.
'Cattle' inanimaltaxonomycov-
ers just Bos taurus. Cattle and
buffaloes are together termed
'bovines'.
Prior to Karnataka, it was

Maharashtra,undertheprevious
BJP-ledgovernmentofDevendra
Fadnavis,whichhadenactedthe
mostrigorousanti-slaughterleg-

islation.TheMaharashtraAnimal
Preservation (Amendment) Act
of 2015made slaughter of bulls
andbullocksacrime,punishable
withajailtermofuptofiveyears.
Previously,thebanonkillingwas
limitedtocowsandonlyattracted
sixmonths' imprisonment.
TheBSYediyurappaadmin-

istration’sKarnatakaPrevention
ofSlaughterandPreservationof
Cattle Bill goes beyond
Maharashtra’s.Forthefirsttime,
anypersonwhoslaughtersorof-
fers forslaughterevenbuffaloes
canbeaccusedof committing a
cognizableoffenceandjailedfor
not less than three and extend-
ingtosevenyears.Nootherstate

— including Yogi Adityanath’s
Uttar PradeshandShivraj Singh
Chouhan’s Madhya Pradesh —
has so farmade buffalo slaugh-
ter illegal.
Theonlyconcessionthatthe

KarnatakaBillmakesistodefine
cattleasbovines“belowtheage
of thirteen years”. In other
words,bothcattleandbuffaloes
that are aged beyond 13 years
can be culled. But from a dairy
farmer’s standpoint, that isn’t
particularlyhelpful.
Atypicalcrossbredcowtakes

17-18monthstocometopuberty
and be ready for insemination.
Adding 9-10 months of preg-
nancy, itwill deliver its first calf

and start producingmilk at 27-
28months.Subsequentcalvings,
after factoring in three-four
months post-partum rest, hap-
pen every 13-14 months.
Farmersusuallydon’tkeepacow
beyond five-six calvings, when
milk yields fall and the returns
don’t justify the costs of feeding
andmaintenance. By then, the
animal is seven-eightyearsold.
The samegoes for buffaloes,

which take even longer (3.5-4
years) tocalve firstandhave15-
16months inter-calvingperiod.
Their productive age, too, isn’t
beyond 9-10 years. No farmer
canaffordtowaitfor13years,by
whichtimetheanimalceasesto

evenhaveanysalvagevalue.The
small amount that the farmer
may receive ismore than offset
bythecostof feedingduringthe
animal’sunproductiveyears.
The impact of anti-slaughter

laws—andmoreso,theiraggres-
siveenforcement—canbeseenin
theofficialLivestockCensusdata.
Between2012and2019,UP,MP,
GujaratandMaharashtra(which,
till a year ago, was a BJP-ruled
state)sawtheircattlepopulations
dwindle.Thesesamestates,how-
ever, registered increases in their
buffalonumbers.UP,Gujaratand
Haryana—and also Punjab and
Andhra Pradesh— today have
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‘NEARLY80%FARMERSSMALL&MARGINAL,DESERVENEWBENEFITS’

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
KOLKATA,NEWDELHI,
DECEMBER11

THE CHIEF secretary of West
Bengal haswritten to the union
homesecretaryprovidingdetails
of the security arrangements
madeforBJPpresidentJPNadda,
and asked the central official to
“kindlydispense”withstateoffi-
cialsatameetinghehascalledto
discusslawandorderinthestate.
Chief Secretary Alapan

Bandopadhyaywrote to Union
Home Secretary Ajay Bhalla af-
ter the Home Ministry sum-
moned him and Director-
General of PoliceVirendra tobe
present in North Block for a
meetingonMonday.
The Centre issued the sum-

monsonthebasisofareportsent
byWestBengalGovernorJagdeep
Dhankhar on Friday morning
about lawandorder in the state,
where Nadda's convoywas at-
tackedwithstonesandsticks,al-
legedly by supporters of the

TrinamoolCongress,onThursday.
TenBJPworkers and leaders, in-
cludingnationalgeneralsecretary
KailashVijayvargiyaandnational
vice presidentMukul Roy, suf-
feredminorinjuries.
“Iamtoinformyouthatasre-

quested...theincidentsregarding
certainZcategoryprotectees are
already being examined at our
end,”thechiefsecretarywroteto
theunionhomesecretary.
“Wehaveindeedmadeelab-

oratearrangements for security
CONTINUEDONPAGE4

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, DECEMBER11

THELATEPranabMukherjeebe-
lieved that the leadershipof the
Congress lost political focus af-
ter he became President, and
thatManmohan Singh's preoc-
cupation with saving the UPA
coalition impacted governance,
according to excerpts from
Mukherjee'sforthcomingmem-
oir that were released by the
book'spublisher,Rupa,onFriday,
hisbirthanniversary.
According to Mukherjee,

someleadersoftheCongressbe-
lievedthathadhebecomePrime
Ministerin2004,the“drubbing”
of2014mayhavebeenavoided.
NarendraModi's style is “auto-
cratic”, Mukherjee believed, as
per theextracts.
“Some members of the

Congress have theorized that,
had I become the PM in 2004,
thepartymighthaveavertedthe

2014 Lok Sabha drubbing.
Though I don’t subscribe to this
view,Idobelievethattheparty’s
leadershiplostpoliticalfocusaf-
ter my elevation as President.
WhileSoniaGandhiwasunable
tohandletheaffairsof theparty,
Dr Singh’s prolonged absence
from the House put an end to
anypersonalcontactwithother
MPs,”Mukherjeehaswritten.
The Presidential Years, the

fourth volume of the former
CONTINUEDONPAGE4

HARIKISHANSHARMA
&APURVAVISHWANATH
NEWDELHI, DECEMBER11

TWODAYS after farmer unions
rejected concessions offered by
theCentreonthenewfarmlaws,
UnionMinisterofLawandJustice
RaviShankarPrasadappealedto
farmers Friday to continue dis-
cussionswiththegovernment.
“After all, in discussions if

they had any point which we
thoughtweneedtoaddress,we
addressed.Onlegalpointsonthe
dispute resolutionmechanism
andregistrationof tradersinthe
Act,weagreed,” Prasad toldThe
IndianExpress.
“Our hope is that more and

more persuasion will make
them(farmers)realisethatthere
is light at the end of the tunnel,
andultimatelyitisintheirinter-
est,”hesaid.
While he did not specify the

modalitiesof howandwhen the
governmentwill act on thepro-
posalmadetothefarmersprotest-
ingatthebordersofDelhi,Prasad
underlinedthatthegovernment’s
collectivecommitmentisto“hear

CONTINUEDONPAGE4

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
MUMBAI,DECEMBER11

WITHTHEfarmprotestsspilling
over to the third week and no
endinsighttothedeadlock, for-
mer Union agricultureminister
and NCP chief Sharad Pawar
Friday slammed the Centre for
not heeding the advice of
Oppositionpartiesandhurrying
the new agriculture laws
through Parliament— and cau-
tioned it against testing the pa-

tienceof farmers.
Speaking to reporters in

Mumbai,Pawaralsowarnedthat
thefarmers'agitationmayspread
fromDelhi'sborderstootherparts
of thecountryif theGovernment
doesnottakeadecisionsoon.

“WhentheseBillsweretabled
beforeParliament,itwasconveyed
to the Government that even
thoughitwaspossibleforthemat
thatmomenttocleartheseimpor-
tantBillswithoutanydiscussion,
therewasbound tobea reaction
fromthe farmers at a later stage.
But theGovernmentdidnotpay
heedtothisandclearedtheseBills
withanominaldiscussionof 15-
20minutes,”Pawarsaid.
"Today, the farmers have

taken an extreme position that
CONTINUEDONPAGE4

RITIKACHOPRA
NEWDELHI, DECEMBER11

IN Amove to assist voters and
help cut printing and distribu-
tion costs, the Election
Commissioniskeentomakethe
Elector’s Photo Identity Card
(EPIC) available in electronic
form to be downloaded and
stored on smartphones, tablets
and computers, like the
e-boardingpass forair travel.
Themove is currently at the

proposal stage, and needs to be
approved by the full
Commission: Chief Election
Commissioner Sunil Arora and
Election Commissioners Sushil
ChandraandRajivKumar.
Sources told The Indian

Express that the proposal may
come up for consideration be-
fore the next set of Assembly
elections, whenWest Bengal,
Assam, Kerala, Tamil Nadu and
Puducherry will vote in early
summer2021.
Currently, EPIC is only avail-

able in hard copy, and has to be
producedinoriginalbyvoterson
electionday.
Toavailthedigital facility,el-

igiblevoterswillhavetoprovide
their mobile number or email
address to the Commission at
the time of applying for enrol-
ment in thevoters’ list.
Oncethenamesareincluded

in the roll, voters will be inti-
mated through SMS or email.
The new voters can download
the Voter Card as a PDF file
through OTP (One Time
Password)authentication.
Existing votersmay have to

reverifytheirdetailswiththeEC
— similar to the bank KYC
process — and provide their
email ormobile phonenumber

CONTINUEDONPAGE4

AASHISHARYAN
NEWDELHI, DECEMBER11

EYEING AN emerging global
market, the Ministry of
Electronics and Information
Technology (MeitY) will soon
comeupwith a policy aimed at
promoting3Dprintingonanin-
dustrial scale and helping do-
mestic companies “overcome
technical and economic barri-
ers” so that they can build sup-
portiveandancillaryfacilitiesfor
worldleadersinthetechnology,

suchas theUSandChina.
The policywill help develop

a “conducive ecosystem for de-
sign, development and deploy-
ment” of 3D printing and addi-
tivemanufacturing,Government
officials toldThe IndianExpress.
“3Dprinting and a viable in-

dustry around it ismostly in the
shapeofadditivemanufacturing,
wherein companiesmake spe-
cificproductsforprojectswhere
there are very specific demands
such as lightweight equipment,
etc. Our aim for now is to build
aroundthatrequirement,”asen-

ior ITMinistryofficial said.
A draft policy paper on the

subject will soon be sent out to
experts in the domain to seek
theiropiniononthewayahead.
The global market for additive
manufacturing is expected to
reach $ 34.8 billion by 2024,
whichisgrowingatacompound
annual growth rate of 23.2 per
cent, according to the IT
Ministry's estimates.
3Dprintingoradditiveman-

ufacturingusescomputer-aided
designingtomakeprototypesor

CONTINUEDONPAGE4

Govt ignored Opp on farm laws,
now don’t test farmers: Pawar

‘If quick
decisionnot
taken,
protestscan
spread’

RAAKHIJAGGA
LUDHIANA,DECEMBER11

OVER 1,500 vehicles, including
about1,300tractor-trolleys,from
nearly1,000villagesinsevendis-
tricts. This is the size of a new
convoyofprotestersfromPunjab
that is expected to reach the
Delhi border over theweekend,

according to theKisanMazdoor
Sangarsh Committee (KMSC),
which launched the firstmajor
protest in the state against the
Centre's farm lawswith the rail
blockadefromSeptember-end.
KMSCleaderstoldTheIndian

Express that the convoy, inmul-
tiplegroups,willreplacethefirst
batchofprotesters that reached
the border along Kundli on 100

tractor-trollers twoweeksago.
“Thereisahugegatheringal-

readyatDelhi's borders, butwe
will find a way. If we don't get
space,wewillstopwhereverwe
can. Besides, we already have a
stage at Kundli.Wewill replace
thosealreadythere,whowillre-
turn home,” said Satnam Singh
Pannu,president,KMSC.

CONTINUEDONPAGE4

New convoy of over 1,500 vehicles
makes way from Punjab to Delhi

EC looks at
e-voter ID
from next
state polls

Govt readies 3D printing policy for
local firms to join new global market

THEFOCUSon3Dprint-
ing isoneof thewaysthe
Government is lookingto
setupindustries thatcan
contributetothegross
valueadditionof specific
precisionproducts that
are inhighdemandinter-
nationally.Beinganew
technology, itwillalso
enabletheGovernment
togainmarketshare in
Asiabycollaborating
withworld leaderssuch
astheUSandChina.
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BJPchief JPNadda’sconvoy
wasattackedThursday.Express

AfterGovreport,HomeSecycalls top
stateofficers todiscuss lawandorder

In TN, 100 kg gold missing from CBI
custody, HC orders police probe
ARUNJANARDHANAN
CHENNAI, DECEMBER11

IN Amajor embarrassment to
the CBI, theMadras High Court
Friday ordered the Tamil Nadu
Police to probe the disappear-
anceof 103kggold (amounting
tomore than Rs 43 crore) from
the agency's custody, rejecting
its plea that "the prestige of the
CBIwould come down if inves-
tigation is done by the local po-
lice".AskingtheCB-CIDtoregis-
teranFIR,thecourtsaid:“Itmay

beanagnipariksha (trialby fire)
for the CBI, but that cannot be
helped. If their hands are clean,
like Sita, they may come out
brighter. If not, theywouldhave
to face themusic.”
On the CBI Special Public

Prosecutoraskingforaprobeby
theCBIorNationalInvestigation
Agency instead of the state po-
lice, JudgePNPrakashsaid,“The
court cannot subscribe to this
view, because the law does not
sanction such an inference. All
policemen have to be trusted
and it does not lie in themouth

of one to say that the CBI have
specialhorns,whereas,thelocal
policehaveonlya tail.”
The CBI had seized the gold

in connectionwithcasesdating
back to 2012 filed over allega-
tions that officials of Minerals
andMetalsTradingCorporation
of India(MMTC)inChennaihad
shown undue favours towards
Surana Corporation Limited,
which dealt in import of gold
and silver. The gold, amounting
to 400.47 kg, and in the formof
barsandornaments,wasseized

CONTINUEDONPAGE4

Agroupof farmersat theprotest siteat theSinghuborder, inNewDelhionFriday.AbhinavSaha

TOP FIVE STATES

400

300

200

100

0

30
6.2
5

16
5.1
4

19
0.
78

19
0.
2

18
7.5
1

15
3.9
8

13
9.9
2

19
5.5
7

19
6.0
2

12
2.3
2

15
4.8
4

33
0.
17

13
6.9
3

10
5.4
3

10
3.0
7

77
.212
9.7
6

10
3.8
6

81
.88

75
.67

W
es
t

B
en
ga
l

U
tt
ar

Pr
ad
es
h

M
ad
hy
a

Pr
ad
es
h

B
ih
ar

M
ah
ar
as
ht
ra

U
tt
ar

Pr
ad
es
h

R
aj
as
th
an

G
uj
ar
at

M
ad
hy
a

Pr
ad
es
h

B
ih
ar

■ 2012 ■ 2019 All figures in lakhs

Effect of new slaughter laws: cattle numbers fall in BJP-ruled states

CATTLEPOPULATION BUFFALOPOPULATION

ATTACKONNADDA’SCONVOY

Bengal says no to
Centre summons;
addressing issue:
chief secy to MHA

THE EXPRESS
INTERVIEW

P7

‘Weagreedon
legalpointsover
disputeresolution
andregistration
of traders’

Continuetalks,Govtcommittedtohear
farmers,address issues:LawMinister
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FarmersonwaytoDelhi,nearLudhianaonFriday.GurmeetSingh

PresidentRamNathKovind
paystributetoPranab
MukherjeeonFriday.PTI

WORLD

FDAPANEL CLEARS
PFIZERVACCINE, U.S.
COULDGETSHOTS
NEXTWEEK
NO-DEALBREXIT IS
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SAYS EUCHIEF
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Cong lost political focus
after I became President,
Pranab wrote in memoir

New Delhi
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Pranab memoir
President'smemoirs,published
by Rupa, will go on sale next
month.Mukherjeepassedaway
onAugust31at theageof 84.
“I believe that themoral au-

thority togovernvestswith the
PM. The overall state of the na-
tionisreflectiveof thefunction-
ing of the PM and his adminis-
tration,”Mukherjeehaswritten,
according to theexcerpts.
“While Dr Singhwas preoc-

cupiedwithsavingthecoalition,
whichtookatollongovernance,
Modiseemedtohaveemployed
a rather autocratic style of gov-
ernanceduringhis first term,as
seen by the bitter relationship
amongthegovernment,theleg-
islature and the judiciary. Only
timewill tell if there is a better
understandingonsuchmatters
in the second term of this gov-
ernment.”
In the third volume of his

memoirs, The Coalition Years,
Mukherjeehadrevealedthathe
believedhecouldhavebeenthe
Congress's choice for Prime
Ministereven in2012.
He recalled that Sonia

Gandhi had told himon June 2,
2012 that he was most emi-
nently suited for thehighoffice
of the President, but he should
notforgetthecrucialrolehewas
playinginthefunctioningof the
UPA government. In fact, Sonia
askedhimtosuggestanalterna-
tivenameastheUPA’spresiden-
tialnominee.
“ThemeetingendedandIre-

turnedwithavagueimpression
that shemightwishtoconsider
Manmohan Singh as the UPA
presidentialnominee. Ithought
that if sheselectedSinghforthe
presidential office, she may
chooseme as the primeminis-
ter. I had heard a rumour that
she had given this formulation
serious thoughtwhile onahol-
iday in the Kaushambhi hills,”
Mukherjeehadsaidinhisbook.
At the release function of

Mukherjee’smemoir,Singhhad
said:“He(Mukherjee)hadevery
reasontofeelagrievancethathe
was better qualified than I was
to become the PrimeMinister
(in2004).Buthealsoknewthat
I had no choice in thematter…
He had every reason to believe
that he should be the Prime
Minister,thatdidn’thappen.But
that didn’t affect our relation-
ship and that relationship of
thickandabidingfriendshipwill
last,will last as long asweboth
are living.”

Cattle numbers
morebuffaloes thancattle.
The2019Census, infact,saw

West Bengal overtake UP as
India’s No. 1 cattle state. The
irony is that the state permits
slaughter of all animals. It
merelyhasananimal slaughter
“control” law.Under it, any ani-
mal -- be it cattle or buffalo --
canbeslaughtered.Allthatisre-
quiredisacertificatefromavet-
erinary officer stating that the
animal is “fit for slaughter”.
If thestatedobjectivebehind

enacting an anti-slaughter leg-
islation is “preservation of cat-
tle”, thatmessage is clearly not
being heeded by farmers. They
seem more inclined towards
rearinganimalsthatcanbeeas-
ilydisposedof oncetheiruseful
life isover.

New convoy
“The convoy has protesters

fromAmritsar,Gurdaspur,Taran
Taran, Jalandhar, Hoshiarpur,
Ferozepur and Moga.
Coordinating with each other,
they gathered at Doraha in
Ludhiana onNational Highway
1atabout5pm.Theywillmove
ahead in smaller groups so that
the highway doesn't get con-
gested,”saidPannu,whoisfrom
Piddivillage inGurdaspur.
KMSCleadersestimatedthat

the convoy is carrying about
30,000 protesters on tractor-
trolleys, with another 1,000 in
cars. District officials said they

werenotkeepingacountofpro-
testers and vehicles headed to
Delhi.
Baljinder Singh Sandhu,

KMSC press secretary, said the
new convoywill dig in for the
longhaul.“Wearegoingwithra-
tions, quilts, clothes, LPG cylin-
ders, buckets, etc. Our trolleys
are covered with waterproof
sheets andwe are prepared for
theadverseweatherexpectedin
Delhi,”saidSandhu,whoisfrom
Talwandi Nepalan village in
Ferozepur.
Pannu said the convoywill

stopoveratShahbadMarkanda
inHaryanabeforethefirstbatch
reaches the Delhi border by
Saturday afternoon. “This jour-
ney is unstoppable now. The
Centre should have listened to
us in June-July. Ab Delhi dur
nahin (Now Delhi is not far),”
saidPannu.
The Indian Express spoke to

severalprotestersfromthecon-
voy,whodescribedtheagitation
as a “fight to keep private com-
paniesaway” fromtheir land.
“I am a small farmerwith 3

acres of land.My father passed
away a few years ago, andmy
twobrothersfarmontheirshare
of the land. The farm laws are a
death warrant for us. What if
contract farming by private
companiesultimately turnsme
intoanemployeeontheir land?
That's why I am going to lodge
my protest in Delhi,” said
Amandeep Singh, 31, from
Kachhar Bhana village of
Ferozepur.
“What if thesefieldswillnot

remainmine? Ihave to fight for
myself andmy future genera-
tions.The fieldsareourmother.
The farmerhasa lotof affection
for his land. These laws are not
good,”saidDharamSinghSidhu,
from Lalcheeian village in
Ferozepur.
With police deployment

minimal,stategovernmentoffi-
cialssaidtheywouldnotprevent
themovement of farmers. “We
arenotkeepinganycheckonthe
movement of tractors. The
Constitutionof Indiaallowsfree
movementofpeopleanywhere
in thecountry,” saidaseniorof-
ficial inLudhiana.
“Themovementoftractorsis

routine now. Many people go
andmany come back as well,”
saidaseniorpoliceofficer.

Centre summons
cover for the protectees yester-
day. TheWest Bengal Police has
providedabulletproofcarandpi-
lot toSri JPNadda,whichwas in
additiontotheescort(vehicleby
State, personnel by CRPF) and
PSOs(CRPF)heisentitledasZcat-
egoryprotectee.
“TheDIG(Police)oftherange

wasstationed in thearea toper-
sonally supervise the police
arrangements, while four
Additional SPs, 8 DySPs , 14
Inspectors, 70 SIs/ASIs, 40 RAF
personnel, 259 constables and
350membersofauxiliaryforces
weredeployedon the routeand
at the venue at Diamond
Harbour...”
Bandopadhyay made the

point that the “tagging ofmany
vehicles to theprotecteeconvoy
madethesituationunwieldy,be-
cause typically security authori-
tiesaretohandleaprotecteecon-
voyofafewvehiclesonly”.Chief
MinisterMamata Banerjee had
asked on Thursdaywhy the BJP
presidentneededa“50-carcon-
voy,apartfrom30pressvehicles
and40motorbikes”.
The police have registered

three cases relating to the inci-
dent, including twoon the van-
dalism that left several vehicles
inNadda'sconvoydamaged,and
arrested seven people,
BandopadhyaywrotetoBhalla.
“Whilefurtherreportsarebe-

ingobtainedandcompiled,inthe
circumstances, I amdirected to
request you to kindly dispense
withthepresenceofthestateof-
ficials in themeeting, consider-
ing that the state government is
alreadyaddressingtheissuewith

utmostseriousness,”hesaid.
Earlier in the day, a senior

HomeMinistry official had told
TheIndianExpressthatGovernor
Dhankhar had sent a report on
theattack,“andhowittranspired
despite the chief secretary and
DGPbeingalertedaboutsecurity
needsof thevisit”.
The Governor's report had

“paintedagrimpictureofthelaw
andorder situation in thestate,”
theofficialsaid.“Todiscussthese
issues,thechiefsecretaryandthe
DGPhavebeensummoned.”
Theofficialsaidthatthestate

government officers had been
summonedbecausetheydidnot
respondto thehomesecretary’s
letter of Thursday, seeking a re-
port on the attack on Nadda’s
convoy.
In Kolkata, theWest Bengal

Policesaidinareporttothechief
minister that the attack on
Nadda'sconvoywastheresultof
“provocation”, and that barring
the“10-15minutes”oftroubleat
SirakolinSouth24-Parganasdis-
trict, the rest of the journey to
DiamondHarbour fromKolkata
waspeaceful.
“Adequate security cover

wasprovidedandtheuntoward
incident which was based on
provocation lasted for 10 to 15
minutes. There were a large
numberof vehiclesandmotor-
bikes in front and back of the
convoy, whichwas against the
norms. A detailed report has
been submitted to the CM,” a
seniorpoliceofficer said.
The report identified a BJP

leadernamedRakeshSingh,who
alongwithothers, provoked the
attackersinSirakol,itsaid.Oneof
thethreecasesregisteredbypo-
lice is against Singh; the other
twoareforthevandalism.
Responding to the police re-

port,MukulRoytoldapresscon-

ferenceinKolkata:“Itistruethat
abulletproofcarwasprovided(to
Nadda)bythestatepolice.Butwe
didnot seepolicemenalong the
route. Thehandfulof policemen
wesaw,stoodasmutespectators
aswewereattacked.HadNaddaji
notbeeninsideabulletproofcar,
anythingcouldhavehappenedto
him.Thisisalawlessstate.Ithink
President's Rule should be im-
posed immediately in Bengal.”
Roy insisted that Rakesh Singh
“did not do anything provoca-
tive”.
Union HomeMinister Amit

ShahisscheduledtovisitBengal
on December 19. Hewill meet
with members of the Matua
community in Bongaon, and
speak on the new Citizenship
(Amendment) Act. Most
MatuasareHindurefugeesfrom
Bangladeshwho have long de-
mandedcitizenship in India.
Shah is scheduled to visit

ShantiniketaninBirbhumdistrict
foranofficialengagement.

3D printing
working models of objects by
layingdownsuccessivelayersof
materials such as plastic, resin,
thermoplastic,metal,fiberorce-
ramic.Withthehelpofsoftware,
themodel to be printed is first
developed by the computer,
whichthengivesinstructionsto
the3Dprinter.
“So, there is not only the

manufacturing aspect of it, but
also design and software. The
policy will aim to cover both
sides.Wehaveaheadstartasfar
as software is concerned. The
idea is tobuildonit,” theofficial
said.
Accordingtothedraftpolicy,

the Central Government will
also look to encouragemarket
leaderstoestablishglobalbases
for 3Dmanufacturing in India,

whilealsodiscouragingimports
ofprintedmaterialfordomestic
requirements.
“Oneof thekeyapplications

forsuchproducts is in themed-
ical and allied sector. The chal-
lenge there is lack of standards
since it (3D printing) is a very
niche and new domain. There
are no global qualifications and
certificationnorms. So thatwill
be akey challenge,” another of-
ficial said.
Other key areas of focus in-

cludetheautoandancillaryauto
andmotor spare part business,
suchasengines, interiorandex-
teriorpartsof luxuryvehicles,or
landinggear, complexbrackets,
and turbineblades.
“Therecanbesomeapplica-

tion of it in consumer electron-
ics,printedcircuitboards,cloth-
ing, toys and jewellery as well.
Onlyafterwegetsomefeedback
from experts, both in India and
theworld,canwestarttodefine
the industries where it can be
moreviableandusefulthanoth-
ers,” theofficial said.
Asia leads the world in 3D

printing, and about 50 per cent
of its market is cornered by
China, followed by Japan at 30
percent,andSouthKorea10per
cent. But globally, the US re-
mains the leader, with more
than35percentmarket share.
“Atmostplacesdomestically,

we are at the research and de-
velopment stage. There is con-
siderable interest, but it is at a
verynascentstage. Ithasnotyet
evolved for strategic industrial
integration in sectors like aero-
space, which require utmost
precision,” one of the officials
said.
Anotherkeychallenge,anof-

ficial said, is to convince the in-
dustryandministriestopushfor
its adoption in their respective

sectors.
“Anynewtechnology,which

is not understood easily, faces a
tough time. In our initial meet-
ings on the subject, therewas a
lotofresistanceonwhetherthis
technology would eat into the
jobsofhighly-skilledworkersin
themedicalequipmentoraero-
space technology sectors. 3D
printingmay not lead to an in-
crease in net employment, but
thistechnologyissomethingwe
can push aheadwith,” the offi-
cial said.

Gold missing
bytheCBI fromtheofficebuild-
ing of Surana in Chennai, and
locked and sealed in the firm's
vaults. The CBI claims to have
submitted the keys of the vault
toaSpecialCBICourtinChennai,
thoughnodateregardingthis is
mentioned indocuments.
In September 2013, the CBI

registered another case, saying
that while the seized goldwas
notwanted in the2012 cases, it
had found that Surana had im-
ported the same in violation of
theForeignTradePolicy.TheCBI
hencerequestedthattheseized
goldbetransferredfromthefirst
case to the fresh one -- follow-
ingwhichthecourtallowedthe
transfer of about 400 kg on
record. “Therewas no physical
inventorisationby thecourt” as
thegoldwasalreadyinthevault.
Subsequently, in 2015, the

CBI filed a closure report in the
second case stating that “there
is no adequate evidence forth-
coming”. The CBI Special Court
accepted the samebutdirected
that the seized gold be handed
over to the Directorate General
ofForeignTrade(DGFT).Thisor-
der was later set aside by the
Madras High Court on Surana’s
petition.

Inthemeantime,theSBIini-
tiated proceedings against
Surana over non-payment of
dues -- the firm had pending
loans amounting to Rs1,160
crore -- andmoved the Special
CBI Court seeking the seized
gold.
In its order on Friday direct-

ing a probe against the CBI, the
high court noted, “Thus... all of
them, likethefamouscharacter
Colorado played by the late
Omar Sharif in the Hollywood
blockbusterMackenna's Gold,
wentonagoldhuntingexpedi-
tion to the Special Court. Like
Coloradoenteringintoanagree-
mentwithMonkey,theApache,
tosharethespoilsofgold,theSBI
and Surana entered into an
agreement and filed a compro-
misememo before the Special
Court... to hand over the gold
weighing 400.47 kg” for settle-
mentof dues.
The CBI opposed Surana's

petition,backedbytheMinistry
ofCommerceandIndustry(un-
der which the DGFT falls).
Finally, in December 2019, the
NationalCompanyLawTribunal,
whichhadbeenapproachedby
theSBI,orderedthatthegoldbe
handed over for distribution to
the six banks owedmoney by
Surana.
However, when the CBI

opened the vaults in the pres-
enceofthebankrepresentatives
in February this year, the gold
was found to be 103.864 kg
short -- “to the great shock and
surpriseofall”,asthehighcourt
noted.
The CBI told the high court

that they had used aweighing
machineatSurana'sofficetoar-
rive at a figure of 400.47 kg for
the gold after the seizure, and
the seals affixed by it on the
vaults were intact, hence argu-
ingthattheagencycouldnotbe
held liable for themissing gold.
The Special Public Prosecutor
said that there could be a dis-
crepancy in theweightbecause
gold chains wereweighed col-
lectively at the time of the
seizure,while in February, each
itemwasweighed individually,
usingmore sophisticatedma-
chines.
Rejecting these arguments,

the court said it was “unable to
fathomastohowtherecouldbe
adiscrepancyofmore than100
kg... Gold will not diminish in
weight likeganjabyefflux.”
Comingdownheavilyonthe

CBI, thehighcourtsaidthathad
the gold been physically en-
trusted to theCBISpecialCourt,
and gonemissing from there,
“the CBI would have cried foul
from the rooftops and de-
mandedthescalpof theSpecial
Judge and his Property Clerk.
The Special Judge and the
PropertyClerkwouldhavebeen
placed under suspension and
would have even been ar-
rested...”.
Noting that “Caesar's wife

should be beyond suspicion”,
the court directed the CB-CID’s
MetroWing in Chennai, which
comes under the state govern-
ment,toregisteraregularFIRfor
theft and entrust the investiga-
tiontoanSP-rankofficertocom-
plete theprobe insixmonths.

E-voter ID
togetthecardinelectronicform.
The digital voter card is not

expected to look too different
from its physical form. But the
soft copy may also have a QR
code that will carry the voter’s
enrolmentdetailssuchasname
anddateof birthandaddress.
With about 90 crore regis-

teredvotersinthecountry,elec-
troniccardswillalsohelptheEC
save costs on printing and dis-
tributing hard copies of EPIC --
each card costs about Rs 10-15
toprint, said sources.
The EC feels that voters, too,

willfinditusefultohavethePDF
file of the card on their phones,
whichwilldoawaywiththene-
cessityofproducingvoters'slips
on thedayof voting.

FROMPAGEONE

Govt ignored Opp on farm laws, now
don’t test farmers, says Sharad Pawar

the farmers and address their
concerns.”
“But we are equally keen

thatwhatwe have adopted is
the rightway for their future.
Mainly, that they have to be
freed from the clutches of the
mandis, and they have to be
given new opportunities,” he
said.
“Nearly 80 per cent of the

farmersaresmallandmarginal
farmers.Shouldtheynotbeal-
lowedthebenefitsof technol-
ogy? Should they not be al-
lowed thebenefits of thenew
opportunity? Should theynot
beallowedthediscretiontoin-
teract with the purchaser of
theirproduce?This is the fun-
damental issue,”hesaid.
Asked about the way for-

wardif farmerscontinuetore-
fuse government concessions
and push for repealing the
laws, Prasad said “democracy
isultimatelydialogue,persua-
sionandreachingout.Andthat
will be theonlywayout.”

“The PrimeMinister very
beautifully put it yesterday in
a different context -- kuchh
kahiye, kuchh suniye. This
kahiye suniye (discussion) is
goingon for last20years.”
Referring to the protests in

Delhi, he said nobodymust be
allowedtosettlepersonalpolit-
icalbattlesthroughthefarmers.
“I am only apprehending

thatthosewhohaveadifferent
agenda, and are facing legal
consequencesoftheirseparate
agenda on issues including
sovereignty and integrity of
India, areseeking topenetrate

there,”hesaid.
“Let them fight their own

battle. The legal process is go-
ing on. Farmers’ issue ismore
important. We have all our
sympathy for the farmers,” he
said.
Stating that there were

consultationsbeforethelegis-
lation of the three farm laws,
Prasad said, “I can safely say
therehasbeenalmostabipar-
tisan consensus for the last
close to 20 years about basi-
callythreethings:liberalisethe
AgricultureProduceMarketing
CommitteeAct;openthetrade

for farmers; give choice to the
farmersandbringinprivatein-
vestment.”
He also referred to state-

ments made in 2011 by then
Union Agriculture Minister
Sharad Pawar on amending
theAPMCAct.
“I can tell you that the

PlanningCommission recom-
mended in 2011 itself that
there is a need to amend the
APMCAct. As chairmanof the
Commission, then Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh
was also behind the reforms,”
hesaid.
On the argument of the

states that the new farm laws
dilutetheirpowerstolegislate
onagriculture,whichisaState
subjectundertheConstitution,
Prasad said the laws stood on
“soundConstitutionalground”.
“We have legislated under

Entry33of theConcurrentList
under the Constitutionwhich
is trade. We have examined
this issue,”hesaid.

if the state wants a solution
outof thispresentagitation, it
needs to firstwithdraw these
Bills,” he said.
“The Centre, however,

doesnot seemtobereceptive
tothisdemandandthisstrug-
gle may be prolonged for a
fewmoredays... The farmer is
thefoodproviderofourcoun-
try. It is my request to the
Centre that it should not test
theirpatienceanymore,” said
Pawar, whose party is part of
the ruling coalition in
Maharashtra.

The political veteran also
said that given the Centre's
stance, thedeadlockmaycon-
tinueandevenspread. “Ihave
got informationthat700trac-
torsfullof farmershavejoined
the protests today. If a quick
decision is not taken, these
protests can spread," Pawar
said.
Asked about Union

Minister Raosaheb Danve's
comment about the alleged
involvement of China and
Pakistan inthefarmers'agita-
tion,hesaid:“Somepeopledo

not have the sense of what
should be said where and
how. We should not pay at-
tention to such comments.”
Thelast fiveroundsof talks

betweentheGovernmentand
farmershaveremainedincon-
clusive. The last scheduled
round of talks, on December
9,wascancelledafterameet-
ing between Union Home
Minister Amit Shah and rep-
resentatives of farmunions.
TheCentre thenextended

a new set of proposals to re-
solve the crisis, including a

writtenassuranceoncontinu-
ation of minimum support
price (MSP)-based procure-
ment and parity in transac-
tions inside and outside
Agricultural Produce Market
Committee (APMC)mandis.
But farm leaders rejected

the proposals and said that
they would escalate their
protests if the laws were not
fully repealed. On Thursday,
the Centre issued a fresh call
for farmers toendtheir agita-
tion and join a new round of
talks.
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Whysportspersons
speakinginsupportof
farmersmatters
NEWEPISODEEVERYDAY

In the latestepisodeof theExpressSports
podcast,wetalkabout thereasonwhy
farmersaregettingsupport from
sportspersons,andwhyitmatters.
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NewDelhi:UnionAgriculture
Minister Narendra Singh
TomarsaidFridaythat“anti-
social elements”were "con-
spiring to spoil the atmos-
phere of the farmers'
movement".InaTwitterpost

inHindi, he urged the farm-
ers to be "vigilant" and not
provide their platform to
"anti-socialelements".Here-
iteratedthatthegovernment
was ready for discussions
with farmers.

ANTI-SOCIALS PLOTTING, SAYS TOMAR

Continue talks, Govt committed to hear
farmers, address concerns: Law Minister

MANISHSAHU
LUCKNOW,DECEMBER11

ALOCALcourtinRampurhasal-
lowedtheUttarPradeshgovern-
ment’s application towithdraw
acase inwhichpolicemenwere
attacked and a police jeepwas
set on fire by protesters follow-
ingaroadaccident thatclaimed
the lives of eight people in
Rampur in2007.
Amongthe16accusedinthe

case are BJP leader and former
MilakNagarPanchayatchairman
DeekshaGangwar and her hus-
band,NarendraSinghGangwar.
ThecouplehadjoinedtheBJP

in2014.
“Thestategovernment’splea

for withdrawing the case was
filedinalocalcourtonDecember
3.AdditionalDistrictandSessions
Judge Rashmi Rani allowed the
application on Monday,” said
Rampur District Government
CounselDalvinderSingh.
Thestategovernmentissued

an order for the withdrawal of
thecaseinJulythisyear,butdue
to some confusion, it could not
bemoved in thecourt,hesaid.
Defence counsel S S Kapoor

saidthecourtwashearingthefi-
nal arguments.
“Thecasewaspoliticallymo-

tivated. Our opponents got us
framed.MyhusbandandIwere
sent to jail in the case,” said
Gangwar.
MoradabadBJPpresidentRaj

Pal Singh Chauhan said
Gangwar’s husband does not
holdanyposition in theparty.

Attack on police:
Court allows UP
govt plea to drop
case against BJP
leader, others

SAGARRAJPUT
MUMBAI,DECEMBER11

NEARLYTWOmonthsafterthey
wentmissing, the decomposed
bodies of a 30-year-oldwoman
and her three childrenwere on
Thursday foundhanging froma
treeinaforestatUmberkhandin
Maharashtra’sBhiwandi taluka.
The deceased have been

identified as Ranjana Bangari
andher childrenDarshana (12),
Rohit (9)andRohini (6).
The Padgha police has regis-

tered a case of harassment and
abetment to suicide against
Ranjana's husband Sripath (35)
and his secondwife Savita (28).
Theyareyettobearrested,asthey
are currently admitted at JJ hos-
pital inMumbaiaftertheydrank
pesticidesandtriedtodiebysui-
cideafterdiscoveringthebodies.
Sripath hadmarried Savita

onOctober16withoutdivorcing
Ranjanaandbroughtherhome,
said a police officer. “Ranjana
stayedwiththemforfourdays...
but onOctober 20, following an
altercationwithSripath,sheleft
the housewith their three chil-
dren,"saidThaneRuralpoliceSP
VikramDeshmane.
When she could not be

traced, Sripath approached the
Padgha police station, where a
missingcomplaintwas filed.
Some villagers on Thursday

wenttothejungletocollectwood
andfoundfourdecomposedbod-
ies hanging from a tree. They
were identifiedwith the help of
their clothes, police said. “We
have ascertained that it is a case
ofsuicide.Now,wewillbeinves-
tigating how thewoman killed
herthreechildrenbeforehanging
herself – whether she hanged
themdirectly or poisoned them
before hanging them,” said
DeputySPDilipGodbole.

Two months on,
missing woman
and 3 kids found
hanging; suicide
case lodged

New Delhi
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OVER17,000PEOPLEATPROTESTSITE,NEEDTIMETOFIXTHIS: AUTHORITIES

JIGNASASINHA
&ASHNABUTANI
NEWDELHI, DECEMBER11

“WE CAN’T take a shower.
There’s no place for women to
take a bath or change their
clothes.It’sbeentwoweekshere
andmost of the toilets can’t be
used. People are compelled to
usethe fieldsandfootpaths. It is
unhygienicbutthefarmersdon’t
haveanoption.”GurmeetSingh,
apropertydealerfromAmritsar
who has joined the protest at
Singhu border along with his
family, summedupwhatmany
have been struggling with at
Singhu and Ghazipur borders,
where thousands are gathered
toprotestagainst the farmbills.
Over the past two weeks,

protesting farmers have had to
tackledirtytoiletsanddrains.And
withthecrowdbecomingbigger
by the day, the situation is fast
turning into a health hazard. At
Singhuborder, only 20-25porta
toiletshavebeensetup—farless
thanwhat the crowd requires—
andmostaretoofilthytobeused.
Farmer groups have hired

workers to clean the wash-
rooms,butgiventhefootfall, it is
a near impossible task. Rakesh
Bais, amemberof theBharatiya
KisanUnionfromHaryana,said,
“We called in workers to clean
thenearby10portacabinsbutit
didn’twork—in less thanaday,
we ranoutofwater and the toi-
lets were again filled with
garbageand filth.”
Several farmerswalk to ho-

tels and shops to look for alter-
natives,butmostof theseplaces
aremore than 10 km from the
protestsite.Andnoteveryplace
iswilling towelcomethem.
In the afternoon, a group of

women farmers, aged around
45-50, walked towards a mall
near the Singhu border. One of
them said that women have it
toughestherewhentheyareon
their periods. “We have no
washroom to take a bath and
washourclothes...Therearefour
ladiestoiletsnearourtent.Allof
them are dirty. We go tomalls
but these places are mostly
shut,” saidoneof them.
District authorities in

Haryanahaveplacedmoremo-
bile toilets near Sonepat but
farmers said these too are un-
clean. A senior official from
Kundli said, “There are more
than 500 toilets at the protest

site.Wehavedeployedworkers
to collect garbage and clean the
washrooms. We are trying to
help the farmers but there are
more than 17,000 people there.
Weneedtimeto fix this."
At Ghazipur, a number of

portablewashrooms have been
set up by the Ghaziabad Nagar
Nigam and the Nagar Palika
Parishad,Khora-Makanpur.Here,
too, thesameissuepersists.
At the spot, there were five

washroom vans comprising 26
toilets—12forwomen,eightfor
men,threewereunisex,andtwo
dedicatedtospeciallyabledper-
sons. While some were clean,
othersgaveoffastenchandwere
floodedwithdirtywater.Acon-
stablewhoused thewashroom
said, “I use it sometimes. It is
cleanedbutnot toooften.”
NarendraChowdhury (48), a

farmer from Baghpat, said the
washroomsarenotcleanedoften
andoccasionallyrunoutofwater.
Soheandothersfromhisdistrict
walktothepetrolpump500me-
tres away to use thewashroom
there.“Apublicwashroomis lo-
catedakilometreaway.Wehave
to pay Rs 5 to use the toilet and
Rs10forabath.Sincewearenot
farming, we aremaking losses
back there. Here too, we are
forced tospendmoney.”

Temporarytoilets formenandwomenat theSinghuborderprotest site.AbhinavSaha

Now available: Gyms and foot
massage machines for elderly

Toilets too few, too filthy, farmers stare at health crisis

JIGNASASINHA
NEWDELHI, DECEMBER11

AMID HEATED protests,
makeshift gyms and massage
centreshavebeenopenedbypro-
testersatSinghuandTikriborders.
Severalvolunteersandfarm-

ers have boughtmachines and
set upmini-gyms andmassage
centrestomaintaintheirhealth.
At the Singhu border, elderly
farmerslinedupoutsideacamp
setupbyKhalsaAid.Theorgan-
isation installed ‘calf and leg
massage machines’ at the site
Friday and invited farmers to a
10-minutesessioneach.
Ranjeet Singh (60) sat in the

massage chair next tohis friend
Manraj (56). Both of them put
their legs in the machine and
smiledateachother.
“When I looked at it, I was

scared.But I amhappynow.We
havebeenwalking for days and
aretired.Wesleepinourtrolleys,
which isn’t comfortable either.
Today,whenmyfriendstoldme
about this centre, we rushed
here andwaited for 20minutes
outside thecamp.Thismachine
is amazing. I want to fall asleep
here,” saidSingh.
Khalsa Aid volunteers said

they bought 25machines from
astore inDelhiThursday.
AmarpreetSingh,directorat

Khalsa Aid, said theywanted to

help elderly farmers who have
been protesting at the borders
for twoweeks.
AtTikriborder, theorganisa-

tion sent volunteers who gave
footmassage.
“Wewanted to do the same

at Singhu but there are a lot of
people here. We thought it
wouldbebettertobuymachines
for the farmers. They are liking
theexperience.Theheatandvi-
bration helpswith the leg pain.
Wehavealsoboughtgenerators.
People can charge their phones
andlightbulbs,”saidAmarpreet.
By4pm,morethan500peo-

ple had used themassager and
manymorelinedupoutsidethe
campfor theexperience.

Near the camp, there is a
makeshiftgymsetupbyprofes-
sional weightlifters and sports-
men. Aman (25), a transporter
from Amritsar, bought dumb-
bells and weight training bars
fromPunjab for theprotesters.
“The Centre should repeal

the lawsorwewill open a gym
and kabaddi ground here. I
want people to concentrate on
their health — play sports and
exercise. I bought the equip-
ment on the way to my house.
Therearea lot of youngplayers
who come and lift weights
here,” saidAman.
The weight training equip-

ment at themini-gym can host
uptosevenpeopleata time.

ASHNABUTANI
NEWDELHI,DECEMBER11

LOCATEDCLOSEtotheGhazipur
landfill, the Ghazipur farmer
protest site has been teeming
withmosquitoes,promptingthe
GhaziabadNagarNigamtocarry
outfogginginthearea.Protesters,
too, have been trying to address
theissuethemselves.
Balwinder Singh (50), a se-

wadar from Gurdwara
Gaindikhata inHaridwar, swept
partsof theprotest site in theaf-
ternoon.Hesaid: “It is verydiffi-
cult for everyonearoundhereas
there aremanymosquitoes.We
do our bit to clean the area and
keepsprayingmosquitorepellent
through theday.Weareall from
farming backgrounds;my par-
entswerefarmerstoo.Sothere’s
no reasonwe should not assist
farmerswhentheyneedhelp."
Balwinder, one of many se-

wadars to have travelled to the
borderfromafar,saidheislinked
to the Kar Sewa BhuriWale in

Amritsar.Hesaidhisworkranges
from serving langar to keeping
thesurroundingsclean.Another
volunteer, Gora Singh (56) from
Amritsar, said, “I camehere four
daysago.Itdoesnotmatterwhat
kind of workwehave to do,we
areheretoserve.Eventhoughus-
ing repellants is not as useful as
fogging,wedowhatwecan.”
While somevolunteers have

beenheresincetheprotestbegan,
manyhavepouredinoverthepast
fewdays. Nirmal Singh, a gurd-
warapradhanfromBijnor,said,“In
our hometowns, farmers come
andgiveusration.Inturn,wecook

foodandservethosewhoneedit.
Somost of our rawmaterial has
beendonatedbyfarmers.”
Meanwhile, the Delhi

Sikh Gurdwara Management
Committee has prepared thou-
sandsofkitsforfarmers,whichin-
cludemosquito repellant, tooth-
paste,brush,soapandshampoo.
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At Ghazipur, protesters tackle
mosquitoes — with some help

BRIEFLY
2smugglers
arrested
Noida: Twomenwanted
in four Western UP dis-
tricts forallegedlysmug-
glingcowcarcasseswere
arrestedbyNoida Police
Thursday.Police said the
accused, Gulzar and
Rizwan Qureshi, had a
bounty of Rs 25,000.
They have been sent to
judicial custody, police
said.

Tractortrolley
hitsauto,
womandies
Noida: A 55-year-old
womandiedFridayafter
a tractor trolley hit the
auto she was travelling
in. Police said the acci-
dent occurred near the
underpass in Sector 37.
The auto driver has sus-
tained injuries. The
woman, a resident of
Greater Noida, was de-
clared dead on arrival at
thehospital.

3arrestedfor
cheating20
ofRs20crore
NewDelhi:TheEconomic
Offences Wing of Delhi
Policehasarrested three
men for allegedly cheat-
ing over 20 people of Rs
20 crore. Police said
theyhadreceivedacom-
plaint from a woman
saying the accused
promised her huge re-
turns on her investment
in a housing project. She
was then cheated of Rs
5.4 crore. ENS

NewDelhi:DelhiPolicechief
S N Shrivastava visited the
Tikri border at 9.30 pm
Friday and met staff de-
ployedattheprotestsite.He
tweeted: “Visited Delhi’s
borderwithBahadurgarhto
interact with Delhi Police
officers/menandCAPFper-
sonnel deployed in viewof
kisanagitation.Theyaredo-
ing commendable duties
during harshwinter with
fullappreciationofworkex-
pectedoutof them.”ENS

POLICE CHIEF
VISITS TIKRI SITE

New Delhi



6
THEINDIANEXPRESS,SATURDAY,DECEMBER12,2020

THECITY
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

ARANYASHANKAR
NEWDELHI,DECEMBER11

ATAbook launch Friday, former
University Grants Commission
(UGC)ChairmanSukhdeoThorat
saidthatthosespeakingofcreat-
ing“qualityinstitutions”werethe
onesresponsibleforthe“destruc-
tion” of Jawaharlal Nehru
University (JNU). Historian
Romila Thapar also said what
made the university “excep-
tional”didnotexistanylonger.
Theywerespeakingattheon-

line launch of the book, JNU
Stories: The First 50 Years, pub-
lished byAlephBookCompany.
Thebookhascontributionsfrom
formerstudents,teachersandV-
Cs, and has been edited by five
facultymembersof JNU’sCentre
for Historical Studies, including
Neeladri Bhattacharya, Kunal
Chakrabarti, S Gunasekaran,
JanakiNairandJoyLKPachau.
Thaparsaid,“Itwasanexcep-

tionaluniversity,whichmakes it
allthatmuchmoresadtoseethat
thatexceptionalismdoesn’texist
any longer.Maybe it will come
back.”
Thaparrecalledherhesitation

in joining JNUas faculty in 1970
leaving behind the “well-estab-
lished”DelhiUniversity, andher
conversation with then Vice-
Chancellor G Parthasarathi.
When asked howhe envisaged
JNU, his response was that it
would be “intellectually vibrant
and therefore open to a range of
ideas” which “meant asking
questions, and investigating an-
swersandtakingknowledgefor-
ward”,Thaparrecalled.
“We all knowof course, alas,

that there are Vice-Chancellors
and facultywho lack vision and
commitment andwhodisallow
therighttothinkandspeakfreely.
Such people can put together a
goodteachingshopbutthisnever
makes for auniqueuniversity of
excellence. If we speak of a uni-
versity of excellence, wemust
knowwhatitmeans,”shesaid.
Thorat called JNU a “unique

experiment” and “miracle” for
primarily tworeasons— itshigh
academic standards and its ad-
mission policywhich gave it an
inclusivecharacter.
“I have my doubt that the

glorythatweseeinthebookmay
notbethere,alreadyweseeade-
cline.At least thisdocumentwill

serve as amemory of what JNU
was... I feel extremely sad that
thosewho speak of developing
quality institutions everymorn-
ing,aretheoneswhoareengaged
inthedestructionofJNU,”hesaid.
“Myworryisthatwemaylose

this glorious experiment alto-
gether.Thebuildingwillbethere,
but the academic structure I’m
notsureof,”headded.
Swaraj India leader and for-

merJNUstudentYogendraYadav
spoke of how the January 5 vio-
lence in the university, inwhich
studentsandteacherswerebru-
tally attacked, changed his “un-
easyrelationship”withJNU.
Yadav said that when he

joinedJNUhefeltbothoverqual-
ified as he had already studied
KarlMarxandunderqualifiedbe-
causeof his lackof English skills,
and that uneasiness with JNU
continued till hewitnessed the
January5incident.
“Thepubliccampaignagainst

JNUhasbeenacampaignagainst
the very idea of a university,
against intellectualism and
againstbuildingamorehumane
country.Irecalledthatbutforthis
institution, I would not have
known India... But for JNU, I
would not have been in public
life,”hesaid.
Speakingof thebook,editor

Neeladri Bhattacharya said,
“The essays are not just a nos-
talgicreturntothepastbutare-
flection on experiences which
helpsustoknowwhathappens
within an institution and how
people come to be what they
are and how the self is fash-
ioned over time through these
everydayencountersandsocial
interactions.”
JanakiNair said, “Wesee this

only as amodest first step of a
project that has to be much
longeranddetailed.”

CENTRALVISTAPROJECT

ANANYATIWARI
NEWDELHI,DECEMBER11

CLAIMINGTHATthetransplanta-
tionof treesfromtheParliament
complex to the Central Vista
Avenuelocationwouldhavedis-
turbedtheproposedCentralVista
redevelopment project, the
Central Public Works
Department(CPWD)hassought
permission fromDelhi govern-
ment’sforestdepartmentforthe
trees to be transplanted at the
NTPCEcoParkinBadarpur.
TheCPWDwasgivenpermis-

sion by the department on
October21totransplant404trees
from the site of the new
Parliament building, adjacent to
thecurrentParliamentHouse,to
eightpocketsintheCentralVista
area, andwas directed to do ad-
ditionalcompensatoryafforesta-
tion of 4,040 tree saplings of in-
digenous species of 6-8 feet
height inthesamearea.

The treeswere however be-
ing sent to theNationalThermal
Power Corporation in Badarpur,
close to Delhi’s border with
Haryana,inviolationofthecondi-
tions. After thiswas brought to
their notice, the forest depart-
ment threatened to act as per
Delhi Preservation of Trees Act,
1994.

Inareplytotheforestdepart-
mentonDecember3,CPWDsaid
that a “comprehensive scheme
for redevelopment of Central
VistaAvenueincludingplantation
schemewith selected species…
is being finalised. Carrying out
transplantation at thismoment
in Central Vista Avenuewithout
finalisingtheplanwilldisturbthe

proposedscheme.”
TheIndianExpressreportedin

JulythattreesintheRajpatharea
will be brought back to Lutyens'
originaldesignofplantingjamun
andficus(Peepal,Banyanandthe
Wild Ficus) trees only, and that
othertreesoftheareashallbere-
placedasperthisdesign.
TheCPWDinitially sought to

transplantthetreestotheirhold-
ing nursery at Vanasthali, near
SimonBolivarMarg,butitwasnot
foundsuitable“duetohardorrock
surfaceencounteredinthearea”,
aspertheCPWD’sreply.TheNTPC
EcoParkwasalsoseenasthepos-
sible location for the compensa-
tory afforestation of the 4,040
trees, even though thedirection
hadbeentodosoateightpockets
intheCentralVistaArea.
Around 130 trees have been

transplanted to the existing
Parliament complex, and 274
treestotheNTPCEcoPark.
TheCPWDhasaskedpermis-

siontotransplantthe4,040trees
to theNTPC Eco Park and asked
for an extension of the deadline
fromJanuary31,2021toJanuary
31,2022.
“Wewillstudytheirproposal,

andalsodo the field visits tode-
terminethenumberoftreesthat
have been transplanted else-
where,” said an official from the
forestdepartment.

ForestdeptgrantedpermissionfortransplantationonOct21

98 design
entries for
‘iconic’ New
India Garden
structure

Riot-accused
says not given
food in jail

HANGING OUT
ChildrenplayoutsidetheirhomenearRedFort inOldDelhi. TashiTobgyal

‘Those speaking of
developing quality
institutions behind
destruction of JNU’

As Jain targets North MCD, Delhi BJP chief meets L-G
EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, DECEMBER11

DELHI HEALTH minister
Satyendar Jain Friday alleged
that the North DelhiMunicipal
Corporation has misappropri-
ated Rs 2,400 crore of funds
given by the South Delhi
Municipal Corporation, even as
as the Delhi state BJP president
Adesh Gupta held a meeting
with L-G Anil Baijal over the
Delhigovernment“notreleasing
Rs13,000crore to theMCDs”.
Overthepastfivedays,may-

orsof thethreecivicbodieshave
been staging a sit-in protest in
front of Delhi Chief Minister
ArvindKejriwal’s residence,de-
manding that theDelhi govern-
ment release over Rs 13,000
crore they claim is owed to the
MCDs. On Friday, BJP workers
held protest demonstrations
outside the residence of several
Delhiministers.
The issue ofmoney owed to

theMCDswas raised by the BJP
mayors during protests by the
doctors of NorthMCD-runhos-
pitals in late October aswell. At
the time, it was rebuffed by

Kejriwalas“false”—hehadsaid
that the BJP wasmismanaging
thefunds forMCDsandthat the

Delhi government had paid all
dues theyare legallyobliged to.
Jainsaidatapressconference

on Friday, “I have directed offi-
cials of the urban development
toinquireintothematterofhow
over Rs 2,400 crore of funds
given to the NorthMCD by the
SouthMCDweremisappropri-
ated.”
Jai Prakash, BJP-electmayor

of the North MCD, told The
Indian Express, “Since we have
been trying to protest over the
past few days, demanding Rs
13,000croreowedto theMCDs
bytheDelhigovernment, this is
anewtactic todivert the atten-
tion from that. All budgets are
approved by the House — this

(Jain’s) claim isnot true.”
He added that North MCD

healthprofessionalsandstaffare
due two months’ salary, and
otherworkersof theNorthMCD
are due fourmonths’ salary. He
said, “The Delhi government
owes us Rs 6,355 crore, and the
East and South civic bodies are
owedRs2,985croreandRs4,132
crore—whichamountstomore
thanRs13,000crore.”
According to a press release

bytheDelhiBJP, theL-Gassured
Gupta that he would get a re-
sponse from the Delhi govern-
mentonthematter.

HC seeks Delhi govt reply on plea
challenging RT-PCR price cap

Mufti raises concern
on Jamia online exams
EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,DECEMBER11

AMPLIFYINGCONCERNSof stu-
dents, former chief minister of
J&K and chief of Peoples
Democratic Party Mehbooba
Mufti Friday said Jamia Millia
Islamia’s decision to conduct
‘proctored online exams’, de-
mandingstudentstoarrangefor
laptopsandinternetconnection,
was “deeply problematic” for
students fromKashmir.
InitsguidelinesThursday,the

Controller of Exams Nazim
Hussain Jafri said studentswill
need tomake arrangements for
laptop or computer, and ensure
“uninterruptedpowerandgood
internet connectivity”. The
guidelines add that students
would be responsible for “any
lapses”onthis front.
“Jamia University’s decision

to hold exams in proctored on-
linemodewhichrequireslaptops
& high speed data for 3 hours is

deeplyproblematic for students
hailing from J&K. Request them
to look for alternatives so that
thesebrightmindsdon’t suffer,”
Mufti tweetedFriday.
Sometimelater,however,she

tweeted,“SpoketoJaffreysahab.
He assured tomake necessary
changes & suggested that stu-
dentsunabletotaketheseexams
email@jmiu_official.”
Jafri said he had toldMufti

andstudentstowritetohim.“We
willtakewhattheyhavesaidinto
consideration,”hesaid.

Satyendar Jain (left);NorthMCDMayor JaiPrakash

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, DECEMBER 11

THE DELHI High Court Friday
sought a reply from the Delhi
governmentonapetition chal-
lenging the price cap of Rs 800
on RT-PCR tests by private labs
in the national capital, even as
theDelhi government clarified
that itsorderdoesnotextendto
cartridge-based CBNAAT and
TrueNatmethods.
While issuing notice to the

government for February 25,
JusticeNavinChawla asked the
state to respond to the argu-
ment of Association of
PractisingPathologists that the
price fixed by the authorities is
unreasonable.
While thepetitioneralsoar-

gued that the state is notmak-
ing timelypaymentof thebills,
the court declined to entertain
theprayerregardingprocessing
of payments of private labs for
theCovid-19testsdonebythem

for the government.
The association in the peti-

tion argued that the continu-
anceof the“unreasonableprice
cap” would force the labs to
compromise the quality of kits
and testing standards and such
action would be counter-pro-
ductive in the fight against
Covid-19.
It has also said that while

charges have been capped for
the RT-PCR tests, the govern-
ment has not capped the
charges for testingkits,PPEkits
and other equipment sold by
manufacturers at variable
prices.
“The impugned order has

beenpassedasapopulistmeas-
ure to propagate itself as com-
mon man's government
whereasonacarefulandcloser
examination, it is clear that the
said measure is actually anti-
commonmanandinfringesthe
sacrosanct and fundamental
right of every patient to avail
thebestmedical servicesavail-

able, both in terms of quality
and faster turnaround time,”
theplea contends.
It has also argued that the

governmentorderdoesnotpro-
videanyreasonforsuchdrastic
lowering of charges from Rs
2,400 to Rs 800 and the same
hasbeendonewithoutanycon-
sultationwiththestakeholders.
“By capping the charges for the
samples collected even by the
labs themselves, the govern-
ment has ensured that private
labs do not earn a single penny
inanyCovid-19testsandrather
invest from their pockets and
drainall their finances,” itstates
further.
Meanwhile,onFriday,Delhi

recorded 2,385 new Covid-19
cases and 60 fatalities, taking
the total number of cases to
6,03,535 and the death toll to
9,934.
A total of 71,679 tests were

conducted in the last 24 hours
as the positivity rate reached
3.33%.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, DECEMBER11

THE CENTRAL Public Works
Department (CPWD) has re-
ceived98entriestillFriday–the
last day for submitting designs
foran“iconic”NewIndiaGarden
structure that, asperplans,will
comeupon thewestern axis of
theCentralVista.
At 18, Delhi recordedmost

number of entries, followed by
15 submissions from
Maharashtra. Officials said the
submissionsweremadebystu-
dents, institutes and private
firms. The winner will be an-
nounced in the last week of
December.
As per the design competi-

tion’s requirements, the “iconic
structure” shall strive to “repre-
sent values and aspirations of
New India, which is clean and
free from poverty, corruption,
terrorism, communalism, and
casteism”. “Itmay further sym-
bolise the new developments
likedigital India,skilledIndia, fit
India, etc, coupledwith energy,
dynamismandtransformational
ethos”, and is expected to come
up by the 75th Independence
DayonAugust15,2022.
TheNewIndiaGardenisbe-

ingplannedona20.22acreplot
of forestedland,dividedamong
the Yamuna rail bridge, which
cuts it horizontally in the east-
west direction, and IPGCL
Pragati Power Plant 1 falling
northof thebridge.
The proposed site for the

New India Garden falls to the
south.
“TheDDAisundertakingthe

process of acquiring the land
from the Pragati Power Plant 1,
to which it was leased 30-40
yearsago.Sinceit floodsoncein
25years, itdoesnotcomeunder
the Yamuna Riverfront
Developmentplan,”saidanoffi-
cial fromtheDDA.
“TheDDAdidcometosurvey

the land, andwehaveasked for
the lease allotment letter from
1965-67,whenitwasunderthe
Delhi Vidyut Board. The land
thatcomesunder theDelhi for-
est department is not with us.
There are a few acres for CISF
there as well,” said an official
from the civil department of
IPGCL.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, DECEMBER 11

A 31-YEAR-OLD contractual
employee working with
Safdarjung Hospital was
stabbed27 times leading tohis
death, allegedly by a group of
people who got into an argu-
mentwith himnear the hospi-
tal. Two of the victim’s friends
werealsostabbedseveraltimes.
The incident took place in
SafdarjungEnclave.
Policesaidtwopersonshave

beenarrestedandajuvenileap-
prehended, and initial investi-
gationhas revealed that thear-
gumenttookplacebecauseone
of the accused felt the victim
had takenhis job.
DCP (south-west district)

IngitPratapSinghidentifiedthe
victimasNeerajKumar(32)and
injured asMukesh Kumar (30)
and his elder brother Rakesh
Kumar (33).
“We have registered an FIR

and arrested the accused
Krishna, Ravi Pawa and appre-
hended a juvenile. Further in-
vestigations are on,” he said.
According to police, the in-

cident tookplaceonDecember
9 when Neeraj and Mukesh
were consuming alcohol after
work outside the hospital.
“They had a heated argument
with Krishna and got into a
scuffle. They were beaten up
butmanagedtoescape,”saidan
officer.
Policesaidthatafterawhile,

Krishnareturnedwithhisasso-
ciates while Mukesh called his

elder brother. “Rakesh reached
with some security guards and
the two groups got into a fight.
That’s when the three were
stabbed,” anofficer said.
“The accused managed to

escapeandaPCRcallwasmade
around 7 pm. Police rushed to
the spot and the victims were
taken to the hospital where
Neeraj succumbed to his in-
juries during treatment, while
theothertwoarerecuperating,”
the officer said.
“A team led by SHO of

Safdarjung Enclave police sta-
tion,UmeshBarthwal,gathered
local intelligence about the at-
tackers and came to know that
Krishna and Ravi, who were
earlier arrested on the charges
of robbery, were allegedly be-
hindtheattack.Araidwascon-
ductedand theywerearrested,
following which the juvenile
was also picked up. Five more
assailantshavebeenidentified,”
the officer said.
During questioning, the ac-

cused told police they used to
work for a private company
which had hired contractual
employees, thereby affecting
their employment.

RomilaThaparwasamong
thespeakersat theevent

THE CPWDhas to trans-
plant 404 trees from the
site of the new
Parliament building to
eight pockets in the
Central Vista area. Itwas
also directed to do addi-
tional compensatory af-
forestation of 4,040 tree
saplingsinthesamearea.

Theplan
so far

Ticked off for breach, CPWD seeks
nod to transplant trees near Badarpur

Theaccusedtoldpolice
that theyusedtowork
foraprivatecompany
whichhadhired
contractualemployees,
therebyaffectingtheir
employment

Safdarjung staffer
stabbed 27 times after
argument over job,
two held for murder

MehboobaMufti

NewDelhi:ADelhi court Friday
sought the reply of theMandoli
Jail authorities after allegations
weremadebyaman,accused in
thenortheastDelhi riots, thathe
wasnotgivenfoodandthepolice
were threatening him to enter
into a compromise over a com-
plaint.Thecourtalsoaskedjailof-
ficialswhetherhecanbeshifted
toanother jail.
The accused, TanveerMalik,

hadallegedthathewasassaulted
onDecember8andwasnottaken
tothehospitalformedicalexam-
ination. Jail authorities replied
that hewas taken to a hospital
andwasgiventreatment.
During Friday’s hearing,

Tanveer further alleged that he
hasnotbeengivenanyfoodsince
Thursdayandaddedthatofficials
havebeenthreateninghimtoen-
ter a compromise. The court di-
rectedthe Jail Superintendent to
conduct an inquiry andasked to
check if the inmatecanbetrans-
ferredtoanotherjail.ENS

Total Vacant
HOSPITAL BEDS 18,853 13,957
VENTILATORS 1,525 568

Dailycases Recoveries Deaths Tests
Dec10 1,575 3,307 61 64,069
Dec11 2,385 2,402 60 71,679
Total 18,676* 5,74,925 9,934 70,77,155
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CONTENDING THAT the new
farmlawswould“leadtocorpo-
ratisation of the entire agricul-
turemarket” and “prices canbe
driven up or down” by corpo-
rates, theBharatiyaKisanUnion
(Bhanu)factionhasapproached
the Supreme Court saying
what’sneededis“strengthening
theexistingAPMCsystembyin-
fusingmorecapital,andeffective
managementofminimumsup-
portprice”.
Inanapplicationseekingthe

top court’s permission to im-
plead in pendingwrit petitions
on the matter, BKU (Bhanu)
president Bhanu Pratap Singh

saidthenewlawsare“unconsti-
tutional, anti-farmer” andwill
“dismantle” the APMC system
which ensures fair prices for
farmproducts.
A clutch of petitions chal-

lengingthenewfarmlawsareal-
readybeforetheSupremeCourt
–thepetitionersincludeRJDMP
Manoj Jha andDMKMPTiruchi
Siva and some residents of
Chhattisgarh.OnOctober12,the
Supreme Court had issued no-
tice to the Centre on these peti-
tions.
Describing the new laws as

an “attack” on “the agriculture
fabric of the nation”, Bhanu
Pratap Singh said the “farmers
areverymuchscared” since the
“illegal and arbitrary” Acts will
“pave theway for cartelisation

and commercialisation of agri-
cultural produces and if
allow(ed) tostand,wearegoing
to completely ruin our country
as the corporates can, with one
stroke, export our agricultural
producewithoutanyregulation,
and (this) may even result in
famines”.
He said “these laws were

passedwithouthavingadequate
discussion” and their “imple-
mentation in … current form
willspelldisasterfor(the)farm-
ing community by opening a
parallel market” whichwill be
“unregulated” andwill result in
“exploitationoftheIndianfarm-
ers”.
The application, filed

through Advocate A P Singh,
stated that “without the

Agriculture Produce Market
Committeeactingasaprotective
shield around the farmers, the
marketwould ultimately fall to
the corporate greedofmultina-
tional companies”.
It contended that the farm-

ers,mostofwhomare illiterate,
wouldnotknowhowtonegoti-
atewithaprivatecompany,and
thiswould put them in an “un-
equalbargainingposition”.
ItsaidtheBKU,inarepresen-

tation, had urged the Prime
MinistertoconstituteaFarmers
Commissionwhichaloneshould
decide thepriceof crops.
The union also wants the

governmenttoannouncewaiver
ofallbankloans,andpaymentof
outstanding dues on crops
within10days.

‘Strengthen APMC, new laws
our ruin’: BKU factionmoves SC

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
BENGALURU,DECEMBER11

THE BJP government in
Karnatakamay promulgate an
Ordinance to bring the
Karnataka Prevention of
Slaughter and Preservation of
Cattle Bill, 2020 into force after
the legislation, which was
cleared by the assembly on
Wednesday, hit a roadblock in
the legislative council on
Thursday.
The government had de-

ferred tabling the Bill amid ap-
prehensions that it may be de-
feated or referred to a select
committee on the demand of a
combined opposition. It sought
to table the Bill on Friday but
council Chairman
Prathapchandra Shetty ad-
journed the winter session
Thursday evening itself, as de-
cided in legislative business ad-
visorycommitteemeetingsheld
earlier.
“We plan to bring an

Ordinance for thecattle slaugh-
terBillsincetheChairmanofthe
councildidnotcooperateyester-
day,” Chief Minister B S
YediyurappasaidonFridayafter
hisfamilyconductedacowpuja
at his official residence to cele-
brate the passage of the Bill in
theassembly.
Yediyurappa also said that

BJP members of the council
wouldapproachtheGovernorto
complain against Chairman
Shetty againstwhomano-con-
fidencemotionwasmoved by
the ruling party ahead of the
wintersessionbutwasnottaken
up. “We have decided to hold a
sessionoftheCouncilnextweek
and have requested the
Governor to intervene since the
Chairman should not have ad-
journed the session,”
Yediyurappasaid.
AdelegationledbyBJPleader

in the legislative council, Kota
Srinivas Poojary, met the

GovernoronFridaytocomplain
against theChairman.
The BJP deferred tabling of

the Bill in the council following
apprehensions that it may get
defeatedbythecombinedoppo-
sitionof theCongressand JD(S),
whotogetherhave42members
ascomparedtotherulingparty's
31members in the75-member
upper house. While the
Congress has 28members, the
JD(S)has14.
TheCongressand JD(S)have

opposedtheBill on thegrounds
thatitdoesnottakeintoconsid-
eration the economics of cattle
rearingwhile imposing a blan-
ketbanonslaughter.
“The BJP does not consider

economic and social conse-
quences but makes decisions
aimed at stirring emotions for
political gain. This is a sign of a
fascist regime.Analysis through
a social and economic perspec-
tive will reveal the pain it will
cause people,” Congress leader
and former chief minister
SiddaramaiahsaidonFriday.
“The BJP made no effort to

studytheissueanditssocio-eco-
nomicconsequencesbeforecre-
ating theBill,”hesaid.
A small farmer and his fam-

ily earning around Rs 72,000 a
year will have to set aside Rs
36,500peryeartolookafterun-
productive cattle if thenew law
comes into force, he said, quot-
ingNSSOdata.KPCCpresidentD
KShivakumar said, “BJP leaders
must buy cattle from farmers
when the cattle grow old and
must look after them in their
homesand fields.”
Yediyurappa said the state

wouldcreategaushalasinalldis-
tricts to look after aging cows
once theBill becomesa law.

KARNATAKACATTLEANTI-SLAUGHTERBILL

After roadblock
in Council, govt
plans Ordinance

LAWANDJusticeMinisterRAVI
SHANKAR PRASAD spoke to
HARIKISHAN SHARMA and
APURVAVISHWANATH on the
the new farm laws, the protests
theyhavetriggered,andtheway
outof thecurrent impasse.

Theprotestingfarmershave
rejectedthegovernment’s
proposal toamendcertain
provisions inthenew
agricultural laws.What is the
wayforward?
TheCongressinits2019elec-

tionmanifesto promised to re-
peal the APMCAct. Even before
that, theCongress-ledUPAgov-
ernmentwasdiscussingreforms
in the agriculture market. The
Planning Commission recom-
mended in 2011 itself a need to
amendtheAPMCAct.Whowas
the Chairman of the Planning
Commission?PrimeMinisterDr
Manmohan Singh... The 2003
Model (APMC) Act camewhen
Mr(AtalBihari)Vajpayeewas in
power. For 14 years they were
promoting the need to deregu-
late this sector, facilitate trade,
and liberalise the market, the
mandi.
This consultative process is

very important... The high-
power committee of the NITI
Aayog, which included Chief
Ministers Amarinder Singh,
(then CM) Kamal Nath, Naveen
Patnaik, Manohar Lal Khattar
and Yogi Adityanath, empha-
sised the need to accelerate the
food processing sector, draw
moreinvestmentinagriculture...
(and)stresseduponamendment
in the APMC and Essential
Commodities Act. Therefore,
therehasbeenalmostabiparti-
san consensus for close to 20
years-- liberalisetheAPMCAct;
open trade for farmers; give
choices to farmers; andbring in
private investment...
Inaninterviewin2005,then

Agriculture Minister Sharad
Pawarwas askedwhen he saw
the APMC Act being abolished.
Pawaranswered, 'Itwill takesix
monthsmaximum... Until and
unless you are ready to amend
themarketActandallowthepri-
vatesectorinthisarea,therewill

not be any financial support
fromthegovernmentof Indiato
states.'Hewent to thisextent.
The UPA hadmany compo-

nents -- the Congress, SP, RJD,
CPI, CPM, TDP, Mamata di
(Banerjee)... Therefore, the first
issue is that the real interests of
farmersmust be rescued from
the political interests of
Oppositionparties.

Thenewlawsrequire
disputes toberouted
throughofficials likesub-
divisionalmagistrates.Was it
aproposal fromtheLaw
Ministry?
I don’t see any problem.

There are somany lawswhere
thedistrict administration is in-
volved.

Butthegovernmenthasnow
offeredtomakeachange in
thisprovision...
(It's) Justtoenableacongen-

ial atmosphere to talk... How is
this(emerging),that'notalk,un-
lessyourepeal'.Thewholething
startedwithMSP, an assurance
on that, from the dharna in
Punjab... It’snowrepealthelaws.

What is thewayout?
Democracy is ultimately di-

alogue.Democracyisultimately
persuasion. Democracy is ulti-
mately reaching out. The Prime
Minister very beautifully put it
yesterday(Thursday)inadiffer-
entcontext—kuchhkahiye,kuchh
suniye (speak and listen). This
kahiye, suniye is goingon for the
last20years.

Someof thefarmers'
concernshadbeenraisedby
theOppositioninParliament.
Whydidn't thegovernment
sendtheBills tostanding
committees?
Was scrutiny done or not?...

The finestminds, fromDr (MS)
Swaminathanand thePlanning
Commission, to Manmohan
Singh, the economist Prime
Minister, and Sharad Pawar, the
farmers’ interestprotector, toso
manyCMs.Didtheyelaborately
discussornot?

Whywasthegovernment ina
hurrytopassthese lawsin
themiddleof apandemic?
Shouldthecountrystopdur-

ingapandemic?

ThelastModigovernment
hadbacktrackedoveran
ordinanceintheLand
AcquisitionAct,2013.Why
can’t thegovernmentrepeal
thefarmlaws?
The PM took the position

(then)thatinsteadoftheCentral
governmentcomingwithacen-
tral law,itwasadvisabletoleave
acquisition to the discretion of
states.Manystatestookthatpo-
sition... (In thiscase), thereform
is part of the overall process of
empoweringfarmers...Whereis
thedenialof therightsofstates?

Will thegovernmenttake
stepstoamendthefarm
laws?
TheAgricultureMinisterhas

appealedtothefarmerstocome
and discuss... Our hope is that
more andmore persuasionwill
make them realise that there is
lightattheendofthetunneland
ultimately it (the change) is in
their interest.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
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INDIA HAS not caused the cli-
mate change crisis and, unlike
developednations, it ismeeting
its obligations under the Paris
Climate Accord, Environment
MinisterPrakash Javadekarsaid
Friday.
Speaking on the eve of the

Climate Ambition Summit,
whichwillmarkfiveyearsof the
Paris agreement, Javadekar said
that historically, the developed
nations have been the highest
carbonemittersand, thus,were
responsible forglobalwarming.
The Climate Action Summit

will be hosted jointly by theUK
COP26 Presidency along with
the UN and France, in partner-
shipwith Italy and Chile. Prime
MinisterNarendraModi,among
other leaders, will address the

summitviaavideomessage.
A day ahead of the meet,

Javadekar said: "Historically it’s
the developed countries that
havebeenmajorcontributorsto
carbon emissions with the
United States with the highest
historical emissions at 25 per
cent, followed by the EU at 22
percentandChinaat13percent.
Historically India has a low car-
bon emission contribution of
only 3 per cent. Even presently,
ourcarbonemissionsremainre-
stricted at 6.8 per cent of global
emissions and the per capita
emissions is only1.9 tonnesper
capita.Thus,ourhistoric,aswell
aspresentcontributiontogreen-

house gas emissions, is low.
Despite the fact that India has
not been the reason for climate
change,wehaveresponsiblyad-
dressedtheissueandhavetaken
strongmeasurestocurbourcar-
bonemissionsandtomeetgoals
setby theParisAgreement.”
The Paris Agreement is a

legally binding international

treatyonclimatechangeandwas
adopted by 196 countries at
COP21inParisinDecember2015
withagoal to limitglobalwarm-
ing towell below2°Celsius, and
preferably limit it to 1.5° Celsius,
comparedtopre-industriallevels.
To achieve this long-term

temperature goal, countries aim
toreachglobalpeakingofgreen-

house gas emissions as soon as
possibletoachieveaclimate-neu-
tralworldbymid-century.
Javadekar said that besides

India, only Bhutan, the
Philippines,CostaRica,Ethiopia,
MoroccoandGambiawerecom-
plyingwith theaccord.
Currently, China has the

highest greenhouse gas emis-
sions (30per cent)while theUS
contributes13.5percentandthe
EU8.7percent.
"Critically insufficient"coun-

trieswitha4degreesCelsius in-
crease includeUS, Russia, Saudi
Arabia,TurkeyandUkraine.Other
"insufficient countries" include
China,SouthKoreaandJapan.
The minister said India’s

Nationally Determined
Contributions lays down eight
targets for2021-2030whichin-
cludereductionofemissionsin-
tensity of GDP by 33-35% by
2030over2005 levels.

HAMZAKHAN
JAIPUR,DECEMBER11

THE BHARATIYA Tribal Party
(BTP)onFridayannounced that
it will withdraw support to the
Ashok Gehlot government in
Rajasthan.
Themove came a day after

ZilaParishadmembersfromthe
ruling Congress joined forces
with their BJP counterparts to
defeat a BTP-backed
Independent in the election to
the Zila Parishad pramukh post
inDungarpur.
The BTPmovewon’t impact

thestabilityofthegovernment—
thepartyhas2MLAs.

In the 200-member House,
the Congress has 105 MLAs,
apart from the support of 13
Independents, two CPMmem-
bersandoneRLD legislator. The
BJP has 71MLAs and Rashtriya
LoktantrikPartyhasthree.Three
seatsarevacant.
With 13 votes, BTP-backed

ParwatiDodawasonevoteshort
ofamajorityintheZilaParishad.
Instead of extending support to
theCongressally, theparty’s six
ZilaParishadmembersvotedfor
BJP member Surya Ahari who
was fielded as an Independent.
WitheightvotesofBJPandsixof
Congress,Aharireachedthema-
joritymarkof 14.
BTP founder Chhotubhai

Vasava tweeted on Thursday,
“BTP nek hai isiliye Congress BJP
ek hai (BTP is good so BJP and
Congress is one).” He then
wished Gehlot and Prime
MinisterNarendraModiontheir
“newfound alliance.” On Friday,
he announced that the BTPwill
withdrawsupport.
Ramprasad, BTPMLA from

Sagwara inDungarpur, told The
IndianExpress:“Wewillwithdraw
fromthegovernmentaswehave
no reason left to continue sup-
porting it.We saved the Ashok
Gehlot government during the
political crisis [in July – August
2020]butthepartyhasbeencon-
spiring against us because we
havebeengrowingstronger.”
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India didn’t cause climate change: Javadekar
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Reduction in India’s
emissions

AUNreport releasedearlier thisyearstatedthat India’sper
capitaemissionsareactually60%lowerthantheglobalav-
erage.Also,emissions inthecountrygrew1.4%in2019,
muchlowerthanitsaverageof3.3%peryearover the last
decade, theEmissionsGapReportsaid.TheEnvironment
Ministrysaysseveralmeasures includingtheswtichtoBS
VIandthe increase inthecapacityof renewableandsolar
energy,assisted incuttingCO2emissionsby164millionkg.

BTP to withdraw support to Gehlot
govt after Cong move in Dungarpur

AVISHEKGDASTIDAR
NEWDELHI, DECEMBER11

■ In view of the palpable ag-
gressiveposturingof farmer lead-
ersontheircoredemands,expres-
sion of solidarity from various
sectionsof society,and further in-
tensification of protests in the
coming days, farmers and their
supporters...mayattempttoresort
to roadand rail blockades.

■Protestingfarmerunionsare
united and emboldened by the
claimed success of their “Bharat
Bandh”,politicalsupportfromdif-
ferentpoliticalparties,non-farm-
ing organisations, Left pressure
groupsandothers.However, they
hadbeenmakingconsciousefforts
tokeep their agitationspeaceful.

■ Protesting farmers’ unions
wereresolutetointensifytheirstir
if their core demands were not
consideredthroughresumptionof
talks; a prolonged agitationmay
give opportunities to other non-
farming entities to get associated
withprotest.
THESE ARE the messages

sentby theRailwayMinistryon
Friday in a confidential letter to

its zoneoffices across the coun-
try,cautioningthemoftheneed
toprotectrailwaypropertyinthe
faceof thefarmers’protests.The
tone and tenor of the letter be-
trayshowtheongoingagitation
has registered with one of the
largest Central government ap-
paratusliketheRailways,which
recentlyresumedoperationsaf-
ter an unprecedented two-
month suspension of all train
services inPunjab.
The letter, sent by the

Director General of the Railway
Protection Force (RPF) in New
Delhi, says the protesting farm-
ers “continue to get solidarity
support from non-farming or-
ganisations,Leftpressuregroups
andOppositionpoliticalparties”.
“Another input received in-

dicates that leaders of Sanyukt
KisanMorchathreatenedtofur-
ther intensify their agitation by
blocking railway tracks nation-
wide (date to be announced
later)onthelinesof earliersuch
protests in Punjab.Meanwhile,
protesting farmer unions con-
tinue to get solidarity support
fromnon-farmingorganisations,
Left pressure groups and

Opposition political parties,” it
says.
Arun Kumar, DG RPF, could

notbecontacted.
The letter also quotes the

pressconferenceheldbyfarmer
unions and their inability to
agree to the government’s de-
mandsonthethreecontentious
farm-sector laws.
It alsomentions a press re-

lease by Supreme Court Bar
Association. “SCBA expressed
dismayoverallegeduseof force
to stop peaceful protests and
stated that preventing farmers
from holding peaceful protests
for their rights was a case in
point,” the letter says. “Leaders
of political parties like NCP and
RJDdecidedtocontinuesupport
to the farmers’ cause.”
The letter tells the zone of-

fices that proper contingency
measures and advanced plan-
ning would be required to en-
sure no disruption in transport
services.Itasksthemtotakehelp
ofallavailableagenciesandstate
intelligence services and local
police to protect railway prop-
erty. FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

‘Ultimately, democracy
is about persuasion,
dialogue, reaching out’

DELHICONFIDENTIAL

OPEN SUGGESTION
BJPGENERALsecretary(organisation)BLSanthoshhasinthe
past left his followers amusedwith some of his tweets. But
on Friday, he surprisedmanywith his directions to Union
HealthMinister Harsh Vardhan on social media. Santhosh
tweetedthattheminister“should initiateanexerciseofdoc-
umenting all small, big clinical experiments in and around
Covid19relatedICUs&wards”.Pointingoutthatpulmonolo-
gists,physicians,diabetesandotherexpertswillhaveawealth
of knowledge, he said the unpredictability of the diseases
wouldmaketheknowledgemorevaluable.“Thesedocuments
will be India’s contribution to humanity at large. The docu-
mentation should be open sourced, tech driven, unbiased,
dulymonitored toweed out repetitions & unsubstantiated
claims,”hesaidinaseriesof tweets.Althoughthesuggestion
ispositive,manyinthepartywonderedwhythegeneralsec-
retarywasdoing itonhisTwitterhandle.

FLOATING IDEAS
NCPCHIEFSharadPawaronFridaydismissedas“falsenews”
mediareportsthathemaytakeovertheleadershipofUPAal-
liancefromCongresspresidentSoniaGandhi.Thiscameaday
after the Congress denied any such development. While
laughingoff thereports,someCongressleaders,however,did
suggest that Pawar shouldbemade convener of the opposi-
tionalliancesincehehasthepoliticalhefttoeffectivelycoor-
dinatewith leaders of opposition parties, which used to be
AhmedPatel’s forte. But theCongress leaderswereunsure if
Pawar would accept to work as convener of the alliance
headedbyGandhi.

KOCHI CALLING
ONTHE5th anniversary of the Paris agreement on Saturday,
FrenchAmbassadorEmmanuelLenain,GermanAmbassador
Walter J Lindner and the Ambassador of the EU to India Ugo
AstutowillvisitKochi.Duringtheirvisit, thethreeenvoyswill
seeKochi’slowcarbontransportnetwork.Theywillboardthe
watermetrofinancedbyaGermaninvestmentbankandvisit
theCochinShipyard,wheretheconstructionofa100-seatboat
isunderway,andwill ridee-busesande-rickshaws.Theywill
also visit the KochiMetro,which has received both financial
aswellastechnicalsupportfromFrance,GermanyandtheEU.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
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PRIME MINISTER Narendra
Modi on Friday hailed Tamil
poet-writer Subramania
Bharati on his birth anniver-
sary, saying his government is
inspired by his vision for
women empowerment.
Modi was addressing the

International Bharati Festival
2020, virtuallyorganisedby the
Vanavil Cultural Centre to cele-
brate the 138th birth anniver-
sary of the poet. Chief Minister
Edappadi K Palaniswami and
wasalsopresent.
Bharati“believedinahealthy

mixbetweentheancientandthe
modern”and“hesawwisdomin
stayingconnectedwithourroots
aswellaslookingtowardsthefu-
ture”,thePrimeMinistersaid.“He
(Bharati)sangsongsofthegreat-
ness of ancient India, the great-

ness of the Vedas and
Upanishads,ourculture,tradition
andour glorious past. But at the
sametime,healsowarnedusthat
simply living in the past glory is
notenough.Weneedtodevelop
ascientific temper,aspiritof en-
quiry and march towards
progress.”
Hesaidthepoet’sdefinitionof

progress had a central role for
women. “Mahakavi Bharatiar
wrotewomenshouldwalkwith
theirheadheldhigh,lookingpeo-
ple intheeye.Weareinspiredby
thisvisionandareworkingtoen-
surewomen-ledempowerment,”
Modisaid,listingoutanumberof
hisgovernment’sprojectsmeant
forwomenempowerment.

PM says inspired by
poet Bharati’s vision for
women empowerment

VARINDERBHATIA
CHANDIGARH,DECEMBER11

STATING THAT he intends to
move a no-confidencemotion
againsttheBJP-JJPgovernmentin
Haryana, former chief minister
BhupinderSinghHoodahaswrit-

tentoGovernor
SN Arya re-
questinghimto
convene an
“emergent”ses-
sion of the
VidhanSabha.
“Iwillmove

the no-confi-
dencemotion
onveryfirstday

ofthesession.Ifthegovernmentis
ready (with numbers), it must
agreetothefloortest,”Hoodasaid.
Hooda, also the Leader of

Opposition inHaryanaAssembly,
saidhewasyet tohearback from
theGovernor. “Several JJPMLAs
are vociferously criticising the
government and are standing in
supportof thefarmers,”hesaid.

Rly alert to zone offices: Farmers’
unions united, stir may intensify

Bhupinder
Hooda

No-confidence
motion: Hooda
asks Governor to
convene House

BS
Yediyurappa

PMModion
Friday
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JHARKHAND

HCdefersLalu
bailhearingby
sixweeks
Ranchi: The Jharkhand
High Court on Friday de-
ferred RJD chief Lalu
Prasad'sbailpleahearing
in a fodder scam case by
six weeks, in keeping
with the request of his
lawyer.Thecasepertains
tofraudulentwithdrawal
ofoverRs3.13crorefrom
Dumka treasury, when
Prasadwasthechiefmin-
ister of undivided Bihar.
Devarshi Mandal,
Prasad's counsel, said he
needed six weeks to re-
spond to a supplemen-
tary affidavit filed by the
CBIonThursday,andcol-
late verified documents
ontheRJDchief's judicial
custody.TheCBIcounsel,
too, agreed to the
proposal. PTI

LaluPrasad

BRIEFLY

J&K

Civilianhurtin
militantattackin
Pulwama:Cops
Srinagar:Acivilianwasin-
jured after he was fired
upon by suspectedmili-
tants in theWasura area
of the Pulwama district
onFriday, J&Kpolicesaid.
Astatementfromthepo-
liceidentifiedtheinjured
civilian as Mushtaq
AhmadDar.Hewastaken
toanearbyhospital after
the attack, police said.
“Preliminary investiga-
tion revealed that terror-
ists had fired upon on
civilian at Wasura in
Pulwama. The injured
civilian has been evacu-
ated to a nearby hospital
for treatment,” the state-
ment said, adding that
they were carrying out
searches in the area to
look for theculprits. ENS

KARNATAKA

ActorSanjjanaa
Galranigetsbail
indrugscase
Bengaluru:Kannada film
actor Sanjjanaa Galrani
was on Friday granted
bail by the Karnataka
HighCourtinadrugcase,
over threemonths after
her arrest. Justice
Sreenivas Harish Kumar
allowed her plea with a
directiontofurnishaper-
sonal bond of Rs three
lakh with two sureties.
She was arrested on
September 8 by the
Central Crime Branch,
probingdrugabuseinthe
Kannadafilmindustry,on
chargesofpossessingand
supplying narcotics and
laterremandedtojudicial
custody. PTI

MAHARASHTRA

RemoD’Souza
inhospitalafter
heartattack
Mumbai:Filmmaker-cho-
reographer Remo
D'Souzawasadmitted to
a hospital here on Friday
after he suffered a heart
attack. According to
sources close to the fam-
ily, the46-year-olddirec-
torisintheIntensiveCare
UnitoftheKokilabenhos-
pital. “Hehadaheartat-
tack. There was a block-
age. For now, doctors
have done angiography
andhe is currently in the
ICU,” sources told PTI.
“He's stablenowandun-
derobservation,”sources
added. D’Souza is one of
the leading choreogra-
phers working in
Bollywood. PTI

DOCTORS PROTEST
Doctorsprotested inThaneonFriday, joiningaprotestcallby the IndianMedicalAssociation
(IMA)against theCentre’smovetoallowpost-graduateAyurvedapractitioners tobetrained
toperformsurgicalprocedures. Inastatement, the IMAsaida largenumberofdoctorsat
varioushospitalsacross thecountryrespondedtothecallandwithdrewservices,which
affectedpatients. Deepak Joshi

Parra to remain
in NIA custody
for 9 more days

India, Uzbekistan sign 9 pacts, vow to fight terror

284
DAYSSINCE
PANDEMIC
BEGAN

TRACKING INDIA’SCOVIDCURVE

CASES:
97,96,769
TESTS: 15,16,32,223 | RECOVERIES: 92,90,834

ACTIVE CASES:3,63,749
DEATHS: 1,42,186

DEC10
CASES DEATHS RECOVERIES TESTS
29,398 414 37,528 8,72,497

STATESWITHRISINGACTIVECASES
ACTIVECASES RISEINLASTWEEK

Uttarakhand 6,675 934
Chhattisgarh 19,346 46
Assam 3,519 11

STATESWHEREACTIVECASESAREDECLINING
ACTIVECASES DECLINEINLASTWEEK

Maharashtra 71,910 13,625
Haryana 2,456 13,060
Delhi 18,753 10,367

STATESREPORTINGMAXIMUMCASES
ONDEC10 TOTAL

Kerala 4,470 6,54,041
Maharashtra 3,824 18,68,172
WestBengal 2,801 5,13,752

STATESREPORTINGMAXIMUMDEATHS
ONDEC10 TOTAL

Maharashtra 72 49,063
Delhi 61 9,874
WestBengal 49 8,916
DataasonDecember10,releasedbyUnionMinistryofHealthandFamilyWelfare,IndianCouncilofMedical
Researchandstategovernments.Often,thenumbersreleasedeverydaycontaindatafrompreviousdays

aswell.Assuch,trendsbasedondailynumbersareonlyindicativeandnotdefinitive
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THE INDIANRailwayswill con-
duct computer-based tests to fill
1.4 lakhposts after observing all
Covid-relatedprotocols,including
minimumtravel time to centres
for the2.44crorecandidatesand
mandatoryuseoffacemasks,the
RailwayMinistrysaidFriday.
The first roundof the exams

willbeheldfromDecember15to
December18.Thenextphasewill
be held tentatively from
December28tillMarch2021,and
thethirdroundwillbetilltheend
ofJune2021,anofficialstatement
said. “While it is not possible for
candidates toprovide anegative
certificateforthedisease,theywill
havetoprovideadeclarationthat
theyarefittositfortheexamand
are not Covid-positive. The pro
formawillbeprovidedtothecan-
didates,”AnandSKhati, Director
General, Human Resources,
RailwayBoard,said.
“On coming to the centre, a

candidatewill be testedwith a
thermogun.If thetemperatureis
beyond themandated limit, the
candidate’sexamwillberesched-
uled... Candidates have largely
been accommodated either
within their states or at centres
that requireminimum travel,”
Khatisaid.
Links for downloading the e-

call letterwill bemade live four
dayspriortotheexamdateonthe
official websites of all Railway
RecruitmentBoards(RRBs).
KhatisaidtheRailwayswould

berunningspecialexamtrainsto
cater to the travel requirements,
whereverrequiredandfeasible.
Chief secretariesof stategov-

ernments concerned have also
beenrequestedtoextendsupport,
thestatementadded.

Dumka: Woman says at
least 10 people raped her

24% of Punjab infected by Covid,
96% asymptomatic: serosurvey
Chandigarh: Justover24percent
cent of Punjab’s population has
been infected by Covid-19 and
nearly 96 per cent of them are
asymptomatic cases, a second
serosurveyconducted in12dis-
trictsof thestatehas found.
Thesurvey, involvinga sam-

ple of 4,678 people, was con-
ducted among randomly se-

lected districts and population
of the state, Health Secretary
Hussan Lal said. Of these, 1201
(or24.19percent) testedIgGre-
active, of which only 4.03 per
centweresymptomaticand95.9
percentasymptomatic,Lalsaid.
Urbanareasshowed30.5per

centseroprevalence,whileitwas
21percent in rural areas. ENS

ABHISHEKANGAD
RANCHI,DECEMBER11

THE35-YEAR-OLDwoman,who
wasgangrapedonTuesdaynight
in Jharkhand’sDumkadistrict, is
learnt to have said in her state-
menttoamagistratethatat least
10peoplerapedher.
Shehas also alleged that one

of theaccusedsexuallyassaulted
heramonthagoduringanalterca-
tion,itislearnt.Thepolicesaidone
accusedhasbeenarrested.
JharkhandDGPMVRao said

Thursday, “Investigation is on. It
willnotbeappropriatetosayhow
manyaccusedwereinvolved.”
Thewoman has told police

thattheincidenttookplaceafew
kilometres away fromDumka
townwhen shewas returning
fromaweeklymarketwith her
husband. “One of the accused
shoveda towel intomymouth. I
wasthreatenedthatifIscreamed,
I would be murdered. They

switchedoffmymobile,” theFIR
said,quotingherstatement.
A source said, she said inher

statement to the magistrate
recordedunderSection164ofthe
CrPC that she and her husband
had stopped by the roadside so
thatshecouldattendnature’scall
whentwopersonsaccusedthem
of“wrongactivities”.
She told themagistrate that

shewas “raped like an animal”
whileherhusbandwasbeatenup,
asourcesaid.Shehasalsosaidthat
shelostconsciousnessinbetween
and that “at least 10people”had
rapedher. Policehaveregistered
an FIR under IPC sections 376D
(gangrape), 379(theft),
342(wrongful confinement),
amongothers.
Santhal Pargana DIG

Sudarshan Mandal said,
“According to the statement, she
wasgangraped.Herhusbandwas
kept hostage.Wehave arrested
onepersonandhuntisonforthe
remainingaccused.”

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
SURAT,DECEMBER11

AN 18-YEAR-OLD girl whowas
found bleeding with multiple
injuriesandbrokenpelvisneara
four-storey apartment in Umra
areaof SuratWednesdaynight,
has toldpolice that shewasnot
raped and that she attempted
suicide as shewas under pres-
sure to pursue studies against
herwishes.
Beforesheallegedly jumped

off the building’s terrace, she
sent a textmessage to her par-
ents, implying she was dead,
police said.
Deputycommissionerofpo-

lice, Zone 3, Vidhi Chaudhari,
toldTheIndianExpressonFriday
that her statement was
recorded before an executive

magistrate on Thursday night
when she regained complete
consciousness. “The girl said
that shewas not raped and no-
body tried to killed her. She
wanted to end her life and
jumped from the terrace. Her
family members were putting
pressureonhertostudybutshe
wanted to start a business...”
Chaudhari said, citing the girl’s
statement.
OnThursday, thegirl’s father

lodgedacomplaintof rapewith
Umrapolicestation.Policeregis-
tered anoffence against an un-
known person. “In the provi-
sional medical certificate, they
mentionedmultiplefractureson
herpelvic boneandactive vagi-
nal bleeding. On that basis, we
registeredoffenceofrapeandat-
tempt to murder...” DCP
Chaudhari said.

GIRLFOUND INJURED INSURAT

Student says she was not
raped, wanted to end life
under pressure to study

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
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THE JAMMUandKashmirHigh
Court on Friday adjourned to
December 16 thehearing in the
UTadministration’s reviewpeti-
tionagainstthecourt’sOctober9
judgment declaring the Roshni
Act“voidabinitio’’,cancellingland
transfersdoneunderthelawand
directingaCBIprobeintoalleged
irregularitiesinthelandtransfers.
Asthemattercameupbefore

the court, a divisionbench com-
prisingActingChiefJusticeRajesh
BindalandJusticeSanjayDharor-
deredthecourt’sregistrytolistall
thereviewpetitionsandapplica-
tions fileduptoDecember15for
December16sothatall themat-
tersareheardtogether.
Sheikh Shakeel, counsel for

Prof S K Bhalla, who originally
challenged encroachment on
stateandforestlandbyinfluential
people,saidtheCBIfileditsstatus
report in the sealed coverbefore
thecourtwhichperusedit.
AdvocateAnkurSharma,who

hadchallengedconstitutionalva-
lidityoftheActandsoughthand-
ingoverall thecasesof irregular-
ities to theCBI, said, “Desperate,
insincereattemptsofthegovern-
ment in getting thematter de-
cidedtodayborenofruits.’’

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
JAMMU,DECEMBER11

SPECIAL JUDGE for NIA cases
Suneet Gupta on Friday ex-
tendedtheremandofPDPyouth
wing leader Waheed Parra in
NIAcustody forninemoredays.
This followed a request by

theNIA,whichsoughttheexten-
sion as his questioning was in
progress. On November 27, the
courthadremandedParrainNIA
custody for15days.
ParrawasarrestedbytheNIA

onNovember 25, three days af-
ter he filed his nomination pa-
pers for theDDCelections from
Pulwama in South Kashmir.
According to the NIA, his name
surfacedduringinvestigationsin
connection with the Naveed
Babu-DavinderSinghcase.

Roshni Act: J&K
HC adjourns
hearing in admin
review plea
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INDIAONFridayblamedChinafor
themilitary standoff in eastern
Ladakh, insisting that thiswas a
resultoftheactionsbytheneigh-
bouring country to effect a “uni-
lateralchange”inthestatusalong
theLineofActualControl(LAC).
TheassertionbytheMinistry

of External Affairs (MEA)
spokesperson,AnuragSrivastava,
cameadayafter theChinese for-
eignministryagainheldIndiare-
sponsibleforthebordersituation
ineasternLadakh.
Referring to China’s com-

ments that it “strictly” observes
bilateralagreementsandiscom-
mittedtoresolvingtheborderis-
sue throughdialogue, Srivastava
saidNewDelhiexpectsBeijingto
matchitswordswithactions.
HealsorejectedChina’sclaim

thatithadtocancelajointlaunch
ofacommemorativestampwith
IndiaasNewDelhididnotgiveits
feedbackonthematterwithinthe
agreedtime-frame.
“Our position has been very

clear...Thesituationthatwehave
seensincethelastsixmonthshas
beenaresultof theactionsof the
Chineseside,whichhassoughtto

effectaunilateralchangeinstatus
alongtheLACineasternLadakh,”
Srivastavasaidatamediabriefing.
Hewas replying toaquestionon
ChinaagainblamingIndiaforthe
borderstandoff.
“Theseactionsareinviolation

of the bilateral agreements and
protocol on ensuring peace and
tranquillity along the LAC in the
India-Chinaborderareas,”hesaid.
On Thursday, a Chinese for-

eign ministry spokesperson
blamedIndiaagainfortheborder
standoffwhilereactingtoExternal
AffairsMinister S Jaishankar’s
commentsthatbilateraltieshave
been “very significantly dam-
aged” followingviolationof vari-
ousborderpactsbyChinaandthat
ithasgivenIndia“fivedifferingex-
planations”foritsactions.
“We have taken note of the

Chinese side’s statement that it
observes ‘strictlytheagreements
between the two sides and is
committed to resolving thebor-
der issue through dialogue and
safeguardingpeaceandtranquil-
lity’...WeexpectthattheChinese
sidewillmatchitswordswithac-
tions,”Srivastavasaid.
ThearmiesofIndiaandChina

are locked inaborderstandoff in
eastern Ladakh since earlyMay.
Both sides have held multiple

roundsofmilitaryanddiplomatic
talks.However,nobreakthrough
hasbeenachievedyet.“Itisourex-
pectationthatthefurtherdiscus-
sions will help both sides to
achieveanagreementonamutu-
allyacceptablesolutionforensur-
ing complete disengagement in
allfrictionpointsalongtheLACin
theWesternsector...”hesaid.
Hesaidthecoreissueremains

thatbothsidesneedtostrictlyfol-
low the various bilateral agree-
ments andprotocols in their en-
tirety, including the 1993 and
1996 agreements on mainte-
nance of peace and tranquillity
alongtheLAC.
Asked about China’s com-

ments that it had to cancel the
joint launchof thecommemora-
tivestampwithIndiatomarkthe
70th anniversary of diplomatic
ties,Srivastava said,“Jointrelease
ofcommemorativestamps...was
oneof the activities agreedwith
the Chinese side last year.
However, therehadbeennodis-
cussiononanylaunchdate.”
“We have also seen the

Chineseembassy’stweetsuggest-
ingthiseventwascancelledonac-
countofnofeedbackgivenbythe
Indiansidebeforethelaunchtime
agreedbyboth– this is factually
incorrect,”hesaid.

LAC standoff result of
China’s actions: India

Railways to
conduct tests
from Dec 15 to
fill 1.4 lakh posts

Kerala HC allows minor
rape victim to abort
21-week pregnancy

SHAJUPHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
DECEMBER11

THE KERALA High Court on
Friday allowed themedical ter-
minationof21-weekpregnancy
of aminor rape victim. A bench
of Justice P V Asha gave the di-
rection on a plea filed by the
motherof the14-year-oldgirl.
“If the child isbornalive, de-

spite the attempts at medical
termination of the pregnancy,
the doctors shall ensure that
everything,which is reasonably
possible and feasible in the cir-
cumstances and in contempla-
tionofthelawprescribedforthe
purpose, is offered to suchchild
so that he/ she develops into a
healthychild,” the judgesaid.
Themotherhadapproached

the court pointing out that the
girl is notmentally prepared to
accept the pregnancy and that
there is high risk of obstetric
complications in the event of
continuation of her pregnancy
asshehadbeensubjectedtosex-
ual assault.

When thematter came up
beforethecourtonDecember9,
the court ordered the govern-
mentmedicalcollege,Kannur,to
formamedical board, including
a psychiatrist. The board was
askedtolookintovariousaspects
of the issue, including consider-
ing the advanced stage of preg-
nancy,therisksinvolved,andthe
medical process best suited to
terminatethepregnancyandthe
possibilityofthechildbeingborn
alive intheprocess.
Themedical board in its re-

portobserved, “Wemayhaveto
resorttosurgicalmethodswhich
involves anaesthesia and surgi-
cal risks. There is a possibility
that thechildmaybebornalive,
howeverthechancesofsurvival
is remote.”

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, DECEMBER11

INDIAANDUzbekistanonFriday
signednineagreementstofurther
broadbasecooperationinseveral
areas and vowed to combat the
threatofterrorismby“destroying”
terrorist safe-havens, networks
andfundingchannels.
At a virtual summit, Prime

Minister Narendra Modi and
Uzbek President Shavkat
Mirziyoyev deliberated on ex-
pandingbilateralties,andagreed
tostepupeffortsforearlyconclu-
sion of a bilateral investment
treaty.
Inopeningremarks,Modisaid

thepeaceprocess inAfghanistan
mustpreservetheachievements

of the past two decades. “We
agreethattherestorationofpeace
inAfghanistanrequiresaprocess
that itself is led, ownedandcon-
trolledbyAfghanistan,”hesaid.

During the talks, Modi and
Mirziyoyevstronglycondemned
terrorismand reaffirmeddeter-
mination of their countries to
combat it by “destroying” safe-

havens, networks, infrastructure
andfundingchannels,saidajoint
statement.
Holdingthatthecurrentlevel

of bilateral tradedoesnot reflect
thetruepotential,thetwoleaders
instructedofficials concerned to
fast-tracktheconclusionofanon-
going joint feasibility study that
willpavethewayforcommence-
mentofnegotiationsonaprefer-
entialtradeagreement, itsaid.
The agreements signed are

aimedatexpandingcooperation
inarangeofareas,includingnew
and renewable energy, digital
technologies, cyber security and
sharingofinformation.Thestate-
ment said the Indian side con-
firmedapproval of $448million
ofLineofCreditforfourdevelop-
mentprojectsinUzbekistan.

PrimeMinisterNarendraModiandUzbekistanPresident
ShavkatMirziyoyevduringavirtualconferenceFriday.PTI

3 more infants die
at Kota hospital,
Oppn hits out

Themotherhad
approachedthecourt
sayingthegirl isnot
mentallypreparedto
accept thepregnancy

Jaipur/Kota: Three more new-
borns died at the state-run JK
Lon Hospital in Kota on Friday,
bringing thenumberof such fa-
talities to12 in the last twodays
at the facility, officials said.
Nine newborns, all of them

between one and four days old,
diedatthehospitalonThursday,
ayearafter the same facility hit
national headlines over deaths
ofanunusualnumberof infants.
On Friday, threemore new-

borns died at the hospital, said
itsSuperintendentSureshChand
Dulara.
Kota-Bundi MP and Lok

SabhaSpeakerOmBirla directed
authorities to improve the con-
ditionof thehospital.
Dulara said a newly con-

structed 12-bed NICU level-3
wardwasmade operational on
Fridaywith10nursingstaff.
Meanwhile,thegovernment

has constituted a four-member
probe committee, said officials
onFriday.
The opposition BJP has

slammed the state government
over the deaths, with deputy
leader of opposition Rajendra
Rathore terming the incidentas
a‘grossnegligence’of thehealth
department. ENS&PTI

HitsbackatPakistanoverdisinformationaccusations

Agreement reached on Shahtoot
dam, pact to be signed soon: MEA

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, DECEMBER11

INDIAANDAfghanistanare likely
tosignanagreementonbuilding
theShahtootdamsoon, thegov-
ernmentsaidonFriday.
Responding to aquestionon

External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar'sannouncementatthe
GenevaDonors Conference re-
centlythatIndiawillbeconstruct-
ingtheShahtootDam,MEA’soffi-
cial spokesperson Anurag
Srivastava said theminister had
made the announcement that
India and Afghanistan have
reachedanagreementonthedam.
Theagreement is expected tobe
signedshortly,headded.
Whenaskedwhenwouldthe

Nepalese foreignminister visit
India,Srivastavasaidheisexpected
tobe in India shortly for thenext
jointcommissionmeeting,butthe
datesforitareyettobeworkedout.
New Delhi also slammed

Pakistanoveritsaccusationsabout
spreadingdisinformation.
Responding to questions on

Pakistan PrimeMinister Imran
KhanquotinganEUdisinforma-
tion lab report to accuse Indiaof
subversive activities, the MEA
spokespersonsaidthatasarespon-
sible democracy, India does not
practice disinformation cam-
paigns.“Infact,ifyouarelookingat
disinformation, thebestexample
is thecountrynextdoorwhich is
circulatingfictionalandfabricated
dossiers and purveys a regular
streamoffakenews,”hesaid.

Disinformation is practised
particularly by thosewhohave
records tohidesuchassheltering
internationalwantedterroristsin-
cludingOsamabinLaden,andseek
unsuccessfully to coverup their
own tracks suchason the26/11
Mumbai attacks, Srivastava said,
hittingoutatPakistan.
An investigation by EU

DisinfoLab thisweek has found
thatseveraldefunctorganisations
wereresurrectedandusedalong-
side at least 750 fakemediaout-
letsinavast15-yearcampaignto
serve Indian interests. The net-
workwasdesignedprimarily to
“discredit Pakistan internation-
ally”andinfluencedecision-mak-
ing at the UN Human Rights
CouncilandEuropeanParliament,
thereportsaid.

New Delhi
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TRP case: Republic
TV COO granted
anticipatory bail

Rakul Preet plea against news channels:
HC seeks status report from Centre

HC stays CIC order
directing IAF to furnish
details of PM entourage
on his foreign trips

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, DECEMBER11

THEDELHIHighCourt on Friday
soughta freshstatus report from
the Centre after it was told the
News Broadcasting Standards
Authority(NBSA)hastakenaction
withregardtothecomplaintsfiled
byactorRakulPreetSinghagainst
variousnewschannels,whichal-
legedlybroadcasted“fakereports”
about her purported role in the
drugs case against actor Rhea
Chakrabortyandothers.
TheCentreearliertreatedher

petition as a representation but
forwarded it toNBSA for action.
On Thursday, Singh’s counsel
AmanHingoranisubmittedNBSA
isa self-regulatorybodybutulti-
mately, the statutory framework
putstheobligationontheCentre
totakeaction.TheNBSAhastaken
action against broadcaster Zee,
andtheresthavebeenletoffwith
awarning,hesubmitted.
“There isa finding that there

wasaslander campaignagainst
me,” Hingorani submitted be-
fore the court, adding itwas for
the Centre to now informwhat
actionitwastakingafterreceiv-

ing theNBSAreport.
Following the submission,

thecourtorallyaskedAdditional
SolicitorGeneralChetanSharma
to file a status report regarding
theactionbeingtakenbyCentre,
before the next date of hearing.
However, Sharma submitted
that he would do so but asked
that the aspect of taking action
maybeexcludedfromtheorder.
“If Idon’tgiveyouthatdirec-

tion, thennoonewill do it also..
no one will look into it,” ob-
served the court. The case was
adjourned for next hearing to
March4.

SOFIAHSAN
NEWDELHI, DECEMBER11

THEDELHIHigh Court Friday
stayed a Central Information
Commission (CIC) order di-
recting the Indian Air Force
(IAF)todiscloseunderRTIAct
the details regarding Prime
MinisterNarendraModi’sen-
tourage accompanying him
onhis foreignvisits.
The CIC, in a July 8 order,

haddirectedtheCentralPublic
Information Officer of Air
Headquarters, IAF to provide
certified copies of available
and relevant SFR-II (Special
Flight Returns - Part II, which
containstheflightmanifest)to
applicantCommodoreLokesh
K Batra (retd) “after severing
thenames andother relevant
identifying particulars of the
security/SPGpersonnel figur-
ingtherein”.
The IAF had earlier this

weekmoved the High Court
against the order, citing a po-
tential threat to the sover-
eigntyand integrityof India.
On Friday, Justice Navin

Chawla issuednotice toBatra
and asked him to file a reply
within four weeks. “There
shallbeastayontheoperation

of theimpugnedordertill fur-
therorders,” said thecourt.
Thecourtearlierobserved

that passengersmay also in-
clude officials from the
Ministry of External Affairs
andMinistry of Information
and Broadcasting or even
journalists. “I canunderstand
you don’t give him the secu-
ritydetailsbutyoucanalways
give him the details that…
there were 50 passengers
alongwiththePrimeMinister
and maybe one or two you
coulddiscloseoryoucouldnot
disclose,” it added.
However, the court also

saidthat theCPIOwillbeable
todiscloseonlythenumberof
passengers fromSRF-II. “
It also said itwas the jobof

theCICtobe“veryclear”about
what information can be ex-
empted fromdisclosure, after
Batra’s counsel argued that
there are private persons and
otherpeoplenot connected to
thesecurityapparatuswhoac-
companythePrimeMinister.
“According to me, SPG is

already exempted there…
namesetchavegone. It’sonly
then the number,” Justice
Chawlasaid.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.co

Mumbai: A sessions court
granted anticipatory bail to the
ChiefOperatingOfficer (COO)of
RepublicTVintheTRPcase.Priya
Mukharjeewas allowedpre-ar-
rest bail by the court on Friday
with directions including that
shemustgiveattendancebefore
theCrimeIntelligenceUnitonce
aweek.Otherconditionsinclude
shemust not tamperwith evi-
dence includingwitnesses.
Mukharjeehadsubmittedin

herapplication that shehadco-
operated with the probe and
said that the channel was not
named in theFIR. ENS

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
LUCKNOW,DECEMBER11

THEUTTAR Pradesh Cabinet on
Fridayclearedaproposal togive
Rs 250-crore incentives to
Samsung Display Noida Private
Ltd for amanufacturingunit for
mobile phones and IT display
products.
The government said it

would be the South Korean
multinational’s“firsthigh-tech-
nique” project in India after re-
locating from China, and India

willbecomethethirdcountryin
theworld tohavesuchaunit.
As per the UP Electronics

Manufacturing Policy, 2017, the
companywouldgetstampduty
exemptionworthRs250crorein
transfer of land, said a govern-
ment spokesperson.
Besides,thecompanywillre-

ceive Rs 460 crore as a financial
incentiveundertheCentralgov-
ernment’s ‘Scheme for
Promotion of Manufacturing
Electronic Components and
Semiconductors’ (SPECS).
The spokesperson said

Samsung Display Noida Private
Ltd intends to invest Rs 4,825
croreintheNoidaunit,andwith
$2.7billionof exports in the last
financialyear,itisUP’slargestex-
porter. According to the state
government, the company has
setanexporttargetof$50billion
inthenextfiveyears.Thegovern-
ment said theprojectwill estab-
lishUPasanexporthubandhelp
thestatereceivemoreforeigndi-
rectinvestment(FDI).
In anotherdecision, the state

Cabinetalsoapprovedaproposal
to expand the Ayodhya

Development Region (ADR) by
including another 343 revenue
villages in Ayodhya, Gonda and
Bastidistricts.ADRcomprisesthe
AyodhyaMunicipalCorporation,
theNagarPanchayatofBhagrasa
andtheNawabganjNagarPalika
ofGonda.
The Cabinet also cleared a

Central government’s proposal
for establishing a vocational
training centre of CIEPET in
Ayodhya andmaking available
free Secondary Education
Department’s10acresof landto
theMSMEdepartment.

UP cabinet clears proposal for Rs 250-cr
incentives for Samsung’s Noida unit
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CENTRE’S VISTA
PMmakeseloquentandsoaringcasefordemocracyasheflagsoff
newParliamentproject—therewasalsothesoundofasilence

L
AYINGTHEFOUNDATIONstoneofthenewParliamentbuildingonThursday,
the centrepiece of the Central Vista redevelopment project, PrimeMinister
NarendraModispokeeloquentlyaboutdemocracy—afullerandstrongerar-
ticulationof thedemocraticprincipleandpractice thanhehasmadebefore.
Hespokeof itsancientrites in Indiaandmanysuccessesdespitethenaysay-

ersandtheodds,itslivingpresenceasculture,valueandsamvad(conversation),notjustas
formalprocedureorprocess.HealsospokeaboutParliament’sroleinconsecratingdemocra-
cybylinkingpastandfuture,“nootan”and“puratan”,newandold.We,thepeople,together
ownthisParliament,andwewillconstructthenewone,“humBharatkelog,milkar…”,he
said. If theoldParliamentgavedirectiontopost-Independence India, thenewParliament
wouldembodytheaspirationsandoptimismsofAatmanirbharIndia.Itwasasoaringspe-
ech,aptforthemomentousoccasion.Butitsverycapaciousnessalsoservedtodrawattenti-
ontoanabsence.LeadersofOppositionpartiesweremissingatthefoundation-layingcer-
emony.Andthebhoomipujanrituals, followedby inter-faithprayers,wereconductedby
thesolefigureofthePrimeMinister,imprintinghispersonaonwhatshouldhavebeenamore
inclusiveandencompassingnationalmomentofamulti-religiousanddiversecountry.
AsthePMrightlysaid,theParliament,oldornew,ismorethanjustabuilding. Its“pran

pratishtha”, or life force, is infused by the people’s representatives,whomaydifferwith
eachother intheirpolitics,butwhoparticipateinasharedethosof speakingandlistening
toeachother.Surely,forthefoundationstone-layingofanewhigh-techandmodernhouse
forthisoldinstitution,alleffortsshouldhavebeenmadetoencourageandensurethepres-
enceofpartiesandpoliticiansacrossthepoliticalspectrum.Duringthepandemic,thePrime
Ministerhasbeenabletoholdquiteafewmeetingswithstatesandotherparties.Surely, it
wouldn't have beendifficult to avoid the impression of a one-man show. For, in a sense,
Thursday’sceremonyframedanarrowingof theparliamentaryspiritthathasbeenvisible
for some timenow. In toomanydecisions andmoments, it has seemed that the BJP-led
government,havingwonalargemandatenotoncebuttwice, isnottakingthenextstepto
reachoutanddrawintheOppositionandcivilsocietyinitsprojectsandpolicies.
TheModigovernment’s argument—that it is theOpposition thathasnotyet recon-

ciledtoitselectoralmarginalisationandisalwayslookingforanopportunitytobiteback
—maywell be true. Butwhat is alsoundeniable is this: Thegovernment,whichhas the
power and the platform, is not showing the large-heartedness and generosity, or even
thedemocratichumility, toengagethosewhoarelesspowerfulorinaminority.The‘we,
thepeople’thatthePMinvokedonThursdayisanabstractionthatmustbeconstantlyim-
buedwithmeaninginademocracy,especiallybythegovernment,elseitbecomesahol-
lowpiety.OnahistoricoccasiononThursday, it fell shortof doing that.

POLITICS OF VIOLENCE
WestBengal’spoliticsneedsanoverhaul—therulingparty

mustowntheresponsibility, take the lead

T
HEATTACKONthemotorcadeofBJPpresident JPNaddanearKolkataon
Thursday, allegedlyby cadres of the rulingTrinamool Congress (TMC), is
shocking.WestBengalChiefMinisterMamataBanerjeehascalledthein-
cident a “drama” andblamed theBJP for the violence. Governor Jagdeep
Dhankhar has accused the bureaucracy of ignoring hiswarning about a

potentialthreattolawandorderandwarnedthechiefminister“nottoplaywithfire”.The
centralgovernmenthaswaded into the issue,with theUnionHomeMinistryasking for
a report from the administration. These events are disturbing, especially since political
competition is set to intensifyaheadof nextyear’s assemblyelections.
It istruethattheCentreseemstobeshowingundueinterestinmattersthatfall inthe

domainof thestategovernment.AndthatGovernorDhankhar, formerlyaBJPleader,has
invited thechargeof partisanship in thepositionshe takesonmajor issues. It is also the
casethatlocalBJPleaderssuchasstatechiefDilipGhoshhaveconductedpolarisingpub-
lic campaigns.Noneof this, however, takesaway fromthe fact that theprimary respon-
sibilityofupholdinglawandorderlieswithgovernment.AsCM,MamataBanerjeeisre-
sponsible forkeepingthepeace inthestateandensuringtherightofOppositionparties
toorganiseandcampaign. If anyoutfit crosses the limitsof constitutionalpropriety, the
government can take legal recourse and suitable administrative action. Unfortunately,
theCMisseentoturnablindeyetoherpartyleadersandcadres,whoareaccusedofun-
leashing violence against the Opposition, especially the BJP. In the past, the CPM and
Congress,too,haveblamedtherulingoutfitofattackingtheirworkers. Infact,anunusual
numberofTMCcandidateswereelectedunopposedinthe2018panchayatpollsbecause
oppositionnomineesallegedlywithdrewfromthecontest fearingviolence.Thisyear,at
least twodozenpeoplehavedied inpolitical clashes.
The TMC did not pioneer the use of violence to achieve political dominance— the

Congress and the CPMhave a record of suppressing the Opposition voice during their
timeinoffice.However,thisviciouscycleandtemplateof thecapturebytherulingparty
ofallspacesandinstitutionsneedstobebroken.A“normal”politics,whichallowsspace
for theOppositionaswell, isessential inWestBengal.Andforthiscoursecorrection, the
rulingpartymust take the leadandbeseen todoso too.

HIS TWINKLING FEET
Likemostgreats,PaoloRossi showedthat itwaspossible to

riseagain fromtheashes

F
OOTBALLHASLOSTanotherWorldCuphero.PaoloRossiwasnoMaradona
but the final ledger of the two departed superstars would certainly have
somecommon lines. Rossi, likeMaradona, ensured that Italy could always
go back to his iconic goals while following the notoriously inconsistent
Azzurri. FouryearsbeforeMaradonasingle-handedlygiftedtheWorldCup

to Argentina, Rossi, in 1982, had six history-changing strikes in three Cup games. This
was the reason,Rossi, despitehis flaws, enjoyeduncritical reverence inhis country.
Twoyearsprior tohisWorldCuphigh, Rossiwasembroiled in amatch-fixing scandal.

Repeatedpleasofinnocence,broughtdownthethree-yearbantotwo—justintimetobeel-
igible fortheWorldCup.Hefacedrelentlesspressuretonotonlyredeemhisnamebutalso
justifytheshortenedban.Likemostgreats,herosefromtheashes.Duringthatmagicalsum-
merof '82, the fall guywould turn into anational treasure.Hewon theGoldenBoot, the
GoldenBallandlatereventheBallond'Or.
WhileItalywillcontinuetorelisheachofhisgoals,theworldwillalwaysrememberhim

forhishat-trickagainstthatcaptivatingBrazilianDreamTeamatthe’82WorldCup.Forfoot-
ball fans of a certain vintage that result still raises a lump fromwithin. The Tele Santana
coached teamof ball-playerswith twinkling feet— remember Socrates, Zico, Eber, Junior,
Falcao,Cerezo—wouldregalethefanswiththeirgracefulfeintsanddaringflicks.Theywere
easilythepeople'schoicetowintheCup.ButRossikilledthejogabonitodream.AsSocrates
would later lament, the result hastened theEuropeanisationof Brazilian football.Making
BrazilmoreorganisedhappenstobeRossi’s less-celebratedachievement.

Lanka lessons in Kashmir

Nirupama Subramanian

DistrictDevelopmentCouncilelectionsinJ&Krecallan
unsuccessfulexperimentinSriLankafourdecadesago

THE ONGOING DISTRICT Development
Council (DDC)electionsinJammu&Kashmir
calltomindasimilarexerciseinSriLankafour
decades ago,when that country’s political
leadership tried tostanchTamildemands for
regional political autonomywith almost ex-
actly the samekindof local government for
whichJ&Kisvotingnow.
Theparallel is especially strikingbecause

Delhiwants Sri Lanka to settle the still unre-
solved Tamil question through an elevated
form of devolution. Specifically, it wants
Colombotoimplementprovincialdevolution
alongCentre-State linesundertheprovisions
of an amendment to the Sri Lankan
Constitutionresultingfromthe1987Indianin-
tervention,atatimethatitisdowngradingits
owndevolutioninJ&Ktodistrictlevellocalgov-
ernment,anearreplicaofwhatSriLankatried
buthadtogiveupunderIndianpressure.
Sri Lanka offeredDDCs as a solution at a

timewhentheTamilpolitywasalreadyradi-
calised. The LiberationTigers of Tamil Eelam
hadcomeintoexistence,andthepredominant
mainstreamTamil party had started getting
sidelinedbecauseof its failure to extract any
concessions from a centralised Sinhalese-
dominatedpolity. Twoagreements ondevo-
lution remainedunimplementedbecauseof
competitivepoliticsbetweenthetwomainna-
tionalparties,theUnitedNationalParty(UNP)
andtheSriLankaFreedomParty(SLP).
TheFederalParty,themainTamilpolitical

entity, remainedhopeful of accommodation
withthegovernment,butby1975,separatism
had entered Tamil political language. The
Federal Party became the Tamil United
Liberation Front. In1976, inwhat came tobe
knownas theVaddukoddai Resolution, the
TULFadoptedthegoalofaseparate,sovereign
Tamil nation, and also outlined themap of
Tamil Eelam. It askedTamil youth “to throw
themselvesintothesacredfightforfreedom”.
Nascent Tamilmilitancy took that as a

greensignal.Anew,violentTamilnationalism
wasborn. TheTULF fought the1977general
electionon the strengthof theVaddukoddai
Resolution,sweepingtheparliamentaryseats
in thenorth and east, andbecame themain
oppositionpartyinParliament.
The same election also brought J R

Jayewardene (JRJ) topower.He first changed
theconstitution,centralisingpoliticalandex-
ecutivepowerunderanexecutivepresidency

sopowerfulhewouldjokethattheonlything
he could not do was change a man into a
womanor vice versa. In 1979, Sri Lanka en-
acted thedraconianPreventionof Terrorism
Act,putthepoliceandstill largelyceremonial
military to tackle Tamilmilitancy. Politically,
JRJofferedTULFtheDDCs.
It could be just coincidence that the J&K

DDCisalmostareplicaof the1980SriLanka
model. In the Sri Lankan experiment, other
than the directly electedmembers, the dis-
trictMPswerenominatedtotheDDC.Acab-
inetministerfromoutsidethedistrictheaded
it.Hewasappointedbythepresident,andan-
swerableonlytohim.InKashmir,thecouncils
will includeMPsMLAs, and chairpersons of
BlockDevelopmentCouncilsfallinginthedis-
trict.Theelectedmemberswillelectachair-
personof thecouncil. Theadditionaldistrict
commissioner, who answers to the Union
HomeMinistry,willfunctionasitschiefexec-
utiveofficer.
JustasisbeingenvisagedforJ&K,theDDCs

in Sri Lankaweremeant to decentralise the
work of “development”, by drafting annual
development plans for the district, and tak-
inguplocalpublicworks.
ThebigdifferenceisthattheJune1981DDC

elections inSri Lankawereheld in thewhole
countrytoshowitwasnotaboutsettingupa
separatepoliticalsystemfortheTamildistricts.
TheTULF,underpressurefromtheexpec-

tationsithadcreated,wasdividedontheissue
ofparticipationintheelection,buteventually
chose to takepart. The LTTE called for a boy-
cott. In Jaffna, events in the run-up to voting
dayonJune4wereaninauspiciousauguryof
whatwastocome.Thecandidateof JRJ’sUNP
wasassassinatedonMay24.Thegovernment
respondedby flooding Jaffnawithpoliceand
army.Twopolicemenwereshotdeadaweek
laterincontestedcircumstances.
Policemen andmobs in civilian clothes

went on a retaliatory rampage. Shops and
homes were ransacked and torched. The
homeof JaffnaMPVYogeswaranwasburnt
down even asmen in uniform stood guard
aroundit.TheofficeofaTamilnewspaperwas
burnt down.On June1, therewasmore vio-
lence.JaffnaPublicLibrary,hometoaninvalu-
able collection of Tamil literature including
original documents andmanuscripts, was
burntdown.TheUNP’stoptwoTamilbaiters
of that period, Cyril Mathew and Gamini

Dissanayake, who had been dispatched by
thepartytoJaffna,werenamedbywitnesses
as instigatorsof theviolence.
Despitetheviolence,theturnoutwashuge

intheTamildistricts.Peoplevotedtokeepthe
UNPout (the SLFPwasboycotting) just as in
J&K,peoplehave said theyarevoting tokeep
theBJPout.IntherestofSriLanka,theresponse
was lukewarm. The Sinhalesemajoritywas
simplynotinterestedinDDCs.
TheDDCs became a reality but they did

nothingforSriLanka’srelationswithitsTamil
citizens.Theexperimentbumbledalongun-
tilthe1983anti-TamilpogrombroughtIndia
intotheequation.
AttemptsthereafterbyJRJtodressupand

re-offertheDDCproposalintalksbrokeredby
IndiabetweenthegovernmentandTamilpar-
tieswentnowhere.SriLankahadtoburythe
DDCs. In 1987, under the India-Sri Lanka
Agreement, the Sri Lankan parliament
adopted the 13th Amendment to the
Constitution,withprovisionsforthecreation
of provincial councils. This remains the only
concessionondevolutionthatthecountryhas
madetodate.Butitfailedtoimplementthisin
letter and spirit in the Tamil north and east.
Whatfollowediswellknown.
Less than three months ago, on

September25,PrimeMinisterNarendraModi
and the recently elected Prime Minister
Mahinda Rajapaksa held a virtual summit
thatendedwithajointstatementreiterating
India’swish for “equality, justice, peace and
respectwithinaunitedSriLanka” forTamils
and specifically, for the implementation of
the13thAmendment.
Around the same time, the Centrewas

drawingupplanstoholddirectelectionstothe
DDCinitsowntroubledJ&K,ayearafterstrip-
pingthestateofitsspecialstatus,bifurcatingit
intotwoUnionTerritories,andbringingitun-
derthedirectcontroloftheUnionHomemin-
istry.TwoseniorministersintheModicabinet
havetheinsidetrackonwhytheDDCexperi-
ment failed tomeet Sri LankanTamil aspira-
tions, having been closely involved in the
Indianinterventionatthetime.
Callitdoubleirony,orjustanothercoinci-

dence— Sri Lanka nowwants to scrap the
13thAmendment and return to its own40-
year-oldDDCproposals.

nirupama.subramanian@expressindia.com

It could be just coincidence
that the J&K DDC is almost
a replica of the 1980 Sri
Lanka model. In the Sri
Lankan experiment, other
than the directly elected
members, the district MPs
were nominated to the DDC.
A cabinet minister from
outside the district headed it.
He was appointed by the
president, and answerable
only to him. In Kashmir, the
councils will include MPs
MLAs, and chairpersons of
Block Development
Councils falling in the
district. The elected
members will elect a
chairperson of the council.
The additional district
commissioner, who answers
to the Union Home
Ministry, will function as its
chief executive officer.
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I’m a footballer first and foremost and I
want to be remembered forwhat I do on

the pitch. — ADEBAYO AKINFENWATHEEDITORIALPAGE

KhaledAhmed

TARGET: THE MESSENGER
InPakistan, themedia is intimidatedbybothstateandnon-stateactors

ONNOVEMBER9,Pakistan’sSupremeCourt
granted bail to the owner of the country’s
largest media group, the GEO, after a 10-
month-long detention condemned by the
rightsgroupsassuppressionofthepress.The
country’s not-so-legally-immaculate
National Accountability Bureau (NAB) had
accusedMir Shakilur Rehman of illegally
leasinggovernmentlandin1986andofhav-
ing ownership rights transferred to himself
in 2016 when ex-Prime Minister Nawaz
Sharifwas rulingPakistan.
Normally, itdoesn’ttakethatlongforNAB

tostepbackandletitsinadequatelychallenged
victimgo. Thecourtswere reluctant to touch
his case till the SupremeCourt thought the
manhadrottedinaNABcellfortoolongwith-
out being convicted for a crimehewas sup-
posed to have committed 34 years ago. The
NAB,ofcourse,didn’tcare;nordidPakistan.In
theWorld Press Freedom Index for 2020,
Pakistanranked145outof180countries.
ImranKhan’s Tehreek-e-Insaf — the last

wordmeaning “justice”— looked the other
way as if it actually enjoyedRehman’smal-
treatment. Deeper in the state, Rehman’s
journalists hadbeen roughedupover time,
asinthecaseofHamidMir,apopularanchor
in Rehman’s GEO TV, who was shot at in
Karachi in 2014. In 2018, investigative jour-
nalist AhmadNooraniwas trailed formiles

before being attackedwith an iron rod on a
busystreet in Islamabad.
Thenin2020,RadioFreeEuropereported

thataprominentPakistanijournalistMatiullah
JanhadbeenabductedinJulyfromIslamabad
by severalmen, only to be released after the
kidnappersweresatisfiedthathehad“learned
his lesson”. In June 2018, a British-Pakistani
womanjournalistandcolumnist,GulBukhari
wasabductedfor“afewhours”by“unknown
personnel” inPakistan. InFebruary2020, the
Committee for the Protection of Journalists
(CPJ) reported that “a Pakistan lawenforce-
ment agency”had threatened to slap terror-
ism charges on one of the country’smost
prominentgovernmentcritics, journalistGul
Bukhari. The CPJ said: “The Federal
Investigation Agency (FIA) has asked Gul
Bukhari,acolumnistanddemocracyactivist,to
appearbeforeaninquiryprobingonlineprop-
agandaagainst thegovernment, national se-
curityorganisations,andthejudiciary.”
Asif inresponse,theImranKhangovern-

ment urged the British government to take
actionagainstBukhari forusing“Britishsoil
forhernefariousactivities”againstPakistan
whileabusing“freedomofspeechrulesand
western values”. It went further: “Her ven-
omoussocialmediaactivitiespromotedivi-
sivetendenciesandincitementofviolence.”
TV anchorHamidMir’s top-rated show,

CapitalTalk, ispopularamongthosetryingto
knowtheundersideofPakistan’srealpolitics.
DeclanWalsh,inhisbookNineLivesofPakistan
(2020), tells us hewas shot at in 2014while
going to Karachi: “AsMirwas being driven
fromKarachiAirport,agunmansteppedonto
theroad.Bulletsthuddedintothevehicle.Mir
divedontothebackseat.Asthecarzigzagged
throughtheKarachitraffic,Mirspeed-dialled
his producer. ‘They’re killingme! They’re
killingme,’hecried.Thecarmadeit toahos-
pitalwhereMirwas rushed into surgery.He
hadbeenshotsixtimes—inthepelvis,blad-
der, legs,andshoulders.”
Therearemany“parties”workingas“non-

stateactors”whomaydislikeyourreportsand
comeafteryou. Intheinteriorof theprovince
of Sindh, a journalist can be kidnapped and
killedbyanoffendedlandlordcalled“wadero”.
In2011,SaleemShahzad,afreelancejournal-
ist,wasbrutallymurdered.Insteadofitsman-
datedsixweeks, it took the five-member in-
quirycommissiononhisdeathsixmonths,23
meetings, and 41 depositions to present its
findings. As expected, in its 146-page report,
which was forwarded to Prime Minister
YousafRazaGillani,thecommissionsaiditstill
didn’tknowwhohadkilledShahzad.

Thewriter is consultingeditor,
NewsweekPakistan

Imran Khan’s Tehreek-e-
Insaf — the last word
meaning ‘justice’ — looked
the other way as if it actually
enjoyed Rehman’s
maltreatment. Deeper in the
state, Rehman’s journalists
had been roughed up over
time, as in the case Hamid
Mir, a popular anchor in
Rehman’s GEO TV, who was
shot at in Karachi in 2014. In
2018, investigative journalist
Ahmad Noorani was trailed
for miles before being
attacked with an iron rod on
a busy street in Islamabad.

INDO-SOVIET AMITY
SLURRINGOVERPOSSIBLEdivergenceson
Afghanistan, IndiaandtheSovietUnionto-
daycameoutwitha jointdeclarationvoic-
ing their opposition to all formsof outside
interference in the internal affairs of the
countries in SouthWestAsia. Thedeclara-
tion issued at the end of President Leonid
Brezhnev’s visit to India does notmention
Afghanistan but stresses that a negotiated
political settlement alone can bring peace
to the region. The document stresses on
friendshipbetween the twocountries and
suggestsareasof cooperationbetweenthe
two countries on international affairs in-
cludingmaking the IndianOceanazoneof
peace.

POLICE STRIKE
THE CENTRE HAS made available battal-
ionsof theBSF toBihar followingthestrike
bythestate’spoliceofficersagainst thesus-
pensionof those involved in theBhagalpur
blindings.UnionHomeMinisterGiani Zail
Singh isnothappywith the justificationof
theblindingsbysomequarters in theBihar
government.

BIHAR HOUSE UPROAR
THEBIHARASSEMBLYwitnessedastormy
debate over the blinding of undertrials in
Bhagalpur culminating in a walkout by
Opposition members protesting against
the unsatisfactory response by Chief
Minister JaganathMishra.Thedebateshed

very little light on the ghastly incident.
While Opposition leaders demanded the
resignationof thechiefminister, the treas-
ury benches demanded that the suspen-
sionordersagainst the16policemenbere-
voked on the ground the undertrialswere
blinded by people in their “rightful indig-
nation”over theheinouscrimesof the“un-
dertrials”.

HIDDEN IN JAIL
ThecitypoliceinMuzaffarpurhasuncovered
agodownforstolengoods intheCentral Jail
premises.Aninvestigationbythecity’spolice
showed that some jail staff employed pris-
oners toundertake lootanddacoityandthe
bootywas thendumped in the jail.
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WHATTHEOTHERSSAY
“A small one-off levy on wealth would be a much fairer way of paying for the
COVID recession.” —THEGUARDIANTHE IDEASPAGE
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For reasons best known to
the “political” economists,
agriculture was not freed in
1991, or thereafter — until
now. Farmers are forced to
sell their marketable produce
only through a mandi
regulated by the government.
The new reformed law allows
the farmer to sell through the
APMC, and to sell outside
the APMC. It is her choice.
The government procures all
of its food through APMCs
— only about 6 per cent of
the farmers in India sell
through the APMCs to the
government. These 6 per cent
are all large farmers,
primarily residing in the two
states of Punjab and
Haryana. These two states
typically account for close to
60 per cent of wheat
procurement and close to a
third of rice procurement.

Five years
after Paris

Notallcountriesareinapositiontocommitto
substantiveactiononclimatechange.Theyshould

makepledgesthatarecredibleandfair

THE CLIMATE AMBITION Summit, co-
hosted by the UK, France and the UN, on
the fifth anniversary of the 2015 Paris
Agreement, comes at the end of a har-
rowingyear.Theworld is craving fora re-
turntonormalcy,yet it is “normalcy” that
has brought humanity to the brink.
Greenhouse gases (GHGs) in the atmos-
phereareat record levels,with theglobal
lockdownsonlyhavingresulted ina tem-
porary 4.2–7.5 per cent reduction in
GHGs. Meanwhile, climate impacts,
crowded out by COVID reportage, have
continued unabated, with unprece-
dented wildfires, storms and cyclones
raging through the pandemic.
Five years from Paris, are we inching

closertostabilisingtheclimate?Whileall
states have submitted their national con-
tributionstomitigateandadapttoclimate
change, these contributions are radically
insufficienttoreachthe“wellbelow2de-
grees Celsius” limit and are even further
from the “1.5 degrees Celsius” tempera-
ture limit identified in the Paris
Agreement.
This initial shortfall was expected —

the logicof theParisAgreementreliedon
iterativescalingupofnationaltargetsover
time to bridge the gap. The first of these
moments forscalingupis2020.Although
151 states have indicated that they will
submitstrongertargetsbeforeDecember
31, only 13of them, covering 2.4 per cent
of global emissions,havesubmittedsuch
targets.Manyareexpectedtosubmittheir
updated contributions or make other
pledgesat theClimateAmbitionSummit.
While states have been slow to update
their national contributions for 2025-
2030, severalhaveannounced “netzero”
targets in the recent past. All G-7 states
(excepttheUS)and11G20membershave
mid-century (2050or2060)netzero tar-
gets (carbon dioxide or other GHGs).
These include Argentina, Mexico, UK,
Japan, Canada, Germany, France, the
RepublicofKorea, Italy,China,andtheEU.
The Joe Biden administration is also ex-
pected to join this group.
While this is a heartening trend, net

zero targetsneedtobesubject tocredibil-
ity, accountability and fairness checks be-
forebeingapplauded. First, the credibility
check— aretheselong-termnetzerogoals
alignedwith short-term actions, policies
andmeasures?It iscrucial forupdatedna-
tional contributions to reflect targets and
actionsin2030thatwilltakethesestatesto
their2050or2060netzerotarget.TheIPCC
1.5degreesCelsiusReportindicatedthatto
staywithinareasonablechanceofachiev-
ing1.5degreesCelsius,globalcarbondiox-
ide emissions have to fall by 45 per cent
from the2010 levels by 2030. Current na-
tional contributions are not on track for
such a fall. It is also important for short-

termactionstobedemonstrablyintegrated
into COVID economic recovery plans. For
manythere isamismatchbetweenshort-
termactionsandlong-termcommitments.
Further, there is a significant “overshoot”
intermsofGHGsintheshortandmedium-
term,andarelianceonnegativeemissions
(suchascarbondioxideremoval)technolo-
gies toget there in the long-term.
Second, the accountability check— is

thereaccountability for the long-termnet
zerogoalsandshort-termnationalcontri-
butions?Manynetzerogoalshavenotyet
beenembedded innational contributions
and long-term strategies under the Paris
Agreement. Inanycase,accountabilityun-
der the Paris Agreement is limited. States
are not obliged to achieve their self-se-
lected targets. There is nomechanism to
review the adequacy of individual contri-
butions. States are only asked to provide
justificationsforthefairnessandambition
of their targets. Themost commonlyused
metric by states (110of them) is that their
emissionsarea“smallshareofglobalemis-
sions”.Needless to say, thisdoesnotwork
for a collective actionproblem. The trans-
parencyframeworkdoesnotcontainaro-
bust review function, and the compliance
committeeisfacilitativeandlimitedtoen-
suringcompliancewithashortlistofbind-
ingproceduralobligations.Accountability,
therefore, has thus far been generated by
non-state actors outside the UN regime
rather than in theregime.
Third, the fairness check — are the

spreadsofgoalsandcommitmentsacross
statesfairandequitable?Iseverystatedo-
ing its fair share? The issue of equity and
fairness, side-stepped in the Paris
Agreement, is emerging in climate litiga-
tion before national and regional courts.
In the landmarkUrgendacase (2019), the
Dutch Supreme court considered “fair
shares” when identifying benchmarks
against which the Netherland’s national
effort could be judged in the context of a
collectiveactionproblem.“Fairshares”are
also an issue in the ongoing case filed by
sixPortugueseyoungsters, includingtwo
children, intheEuropeanCourtofHuman
Rights against 33 European states for in-
adequateclimateaction. Issuesof fairness
andjustice,bothbetweenandwithingen-
erations, are “unavoidable”. Are net zero
targets, and pathways to net zero, fair?
Howmuch are states doing in compari-
son to others and relative to howmuch
they should? Howmuch are they doing
now, and howmuch are they leaving for
the “regeneration”?
Net zero pledges need to be credible,

accountable and fair to get us to a stable
climate.Notall stateswillbe inaposition
topledgenetzerotargets,norshouldthey
beexpectedto.All states, including India,
can, however, pledge actions that are
credible, accountable and fair. Credible
short-term commitments, with a clear
pathway to medium-term decarbonisa-
tion, that take into account the multiple
challenges states face, such as on air pol-
lution, and development, might well be
themoredefensible choice for some.

Thewriter isprofessorof international
environmental law,OxfordUniversity

andvisitingprofessor,
Centre forPolicyResearch

THERE ISANold saying—nooneeverwent
broke under-estimating the intelligence of
theAmericanpublic.Ifyouthinkaboutitfur-
ther, itprobablyworksbetterwithover-esti-
mation. If you think about itmore, it fits al-
most all democracies. And if youarepatient
enough, and think somemore, it fits best if
thewordAmericanisswitchedwiththeword
Indian. Especially, nowwithall the “debate”
around the long awaited, long argued, and
vastlyoverduefarmbills.
A littledetailonthesebills:The oldfarm

producelaws(thecreationoftheAgricultural
ProduceMarketingCommittee(APMC)came
into existence almost 150 years ago to feed
the colonial masters raw cotton for their
Manchestermills. The output of thesemills
was then sold to the “natives” for a hefty
profit. The farmerwas obligated, required,
forced to sell to themasters in a regulated
market whose regulation was set by, you
guessedit,thecolonialmasters.Itisverylikely
thatthepeopleblindlysupportingthe“poor”
farmers (whowere recently seen distribut-
ingexpensivedryfruitfreelytoallthosecom-
ing to their “protest”) are unaware of some
simple facts. By supporting thesevery (rela-
tively) rich farmers, theprotestersare in fact
arguingfortheperpetuationofcolonialrule.
Some steps further in this historical les-

son. The corrosivemonopolypowerheldby
theAPMCshasbeenrecognisedbyalmostall
political parties and farmer unions (for ex-
ample, the Bharat Kisan Union took out a
protest in2008arguingfortherightof farm-
ers to sell produce to corporates). The
Congress party had these very same laws in
its 2019electionmanifesto.
Let us further follow this chainof logic of

the farmprotest supporters. In1991, thegov-
ernment freed industry fromitscageandthe
resultsarethereforeverybodytosee,andap-
plaud (except, of course, thewilfully blind).
GDPgrowthinIndiadoubledtoanaverageof
6percentoverthenext30years,fromthepre-
viousaverageof lessthan3percent.
For reasonsbest known to the “political”

economists,agriculturewasnotfreedin1991,
orthereafter—untilnow.Farmersareforced
toselltheirmarketableproduceonlythrough
amandi regulated by the government. The
new reformed law allows the farmer to sell
through the APMC, and to sell outside the
APMC. It isherchoice. Thegovernmentpro-
cures all of its food through APMCs—only
about 6 per cent of the farmers in India sell
throughtheAPMCstothegovernment.These
6percentarealllargefarmers,primarilyresid-
ing in the two states of Punjab andHaryana.
Thesetwostatestypicallyaccountforcloseto
60percentofwheatprocurementandclose
to a third of rice procurement. The govern-
mentprocuresfromthesefarmersinorderto
re-distribute the foodvia ration shops to the
bottom two-thirds of the population. But
there are leakages. This leakage was first
openly discussed by former PrimeMinister
RajivGandhiin1985whenhestatedthatonly
15per cent of the foodprocuredby the gov-
ernmentreachedthepoor.
Therearenomorethantwomillionfarmers

—total—inPunjabandHaryanaandlessthan

5per centhaveholdings above10hectares. A
roughbackoftheenvelopecalculationsuggests
that the protesting farmers fromPunjab and
Haryana totalnomore than200,000—that is
twohundredthousandsothereisnoconfusion
with numbers. The number of all farmers in
India,verysmall,smallandlargeis100million.
Soabout0.2percentofallfarmersinIndiahave
“reason”toprotest.Andwhataretheyprotest-
ingfor?Likelythelicencetoremaintherichest
farmers in Indiaor theworldbecause inaddi-
tiontotheexclusiveAPMClargesse,theincome
ofthesefarmersisnottaxed.Thenon-taxation
of agricultural incomes does not benefit the
poorfarmerbecauseshedoesnothaveenough
incometobetaxed.
Behonest—howmanyofyouknowalaw

in anyof the 195out of 200 countries in the
worldthatprohibitanindividual fromselling
herwaresinthemarket?Countthecountless
street vendors in theworld, inbothdevelop-
inganddevelopedmarkets.Are theyprohib-
itedfromsellingwhotheywanttosellto?Then
why thedemand that theAPMCbe the sole
buyerforall farmers?
All these facts arewell known, except to

largeelementsoftheideologicallymotivated
domesticandinternationalmedia.“News”is
making the rounds that the largest demon-
strationintheworldhastakenplaceinIndia
and/orthat250millionworkershavepartic-
ipated in that. Fakenews canonlybe “influ-
ential”if thereissomeplausibilityinthefak-
eness.Whatwearebeingaskedtobelieve is
that the richest 2,00,000 farmers are being
supported by the considerably poorer 100
million farmersandall thosewhoearncon-
siderablylessthantherichuntaxedfarmers!
Remembertheopeningparagraph?
Thepoliticaleconomyoftheprotestisalso

illustratedbythefollowingcommentfromthe
formerchiefeconomicadvisertothegovern-
mentof India and former chief economist of
theWorld Bank, Kaushik Basu. He recently
tweeted: “I’venowstudied India’s new farm
bills& realise theyare flawed&will bedetri-
mentaltofarmers.Ouragricultureregulation
needs change but the new lawswill endup
serving corporate interestsmore than farm-
ers.Hatsofftothesensibility&moralstrength
of India’sfarmers.”
The sensibility part is understandable—

therichdonotwanttolettheirrichnessgo,es-

pecially if such richness is undeserved. The
moralpartisnotobviousbutmaybesomedig-
gingwill illustrate.Letusabstract frommoral
philosophy andexaminewhat India’s unre-
formed markets have done to the farm
economiesofPunjabandHaryana.Thesetwo
states were the pioneers of the Green
Revolution.Electricitytothesefarmersissub-
sidised (so that they can destroy thewater
table), as is theirextensiveuseof fertiliser (so
thattheyhavealicensetoover-useanddestroy
theenvironment).ButmaybetherichPunjab-
Haryana(PH) farmershaveprovidedagricul-
turalgrowthatafasterrateandtherebyhelped
thestate,thecountry,andthepoor.
Acomparisonofgrowthinoutputinstates

other than Punjab andHaryana indicates a
muchlowergrowthinthesetwostates.Output
growthforthreeimportantcrops—rice,wheat
andpulses—andtwotime-periods—thelast15
years(2004to2018)andthelasteight(2011to
2018)arepresentedinthetable.NeitherAPMC,
norsubsidies,nor“favouritism”hasresultedin
higher output growth inPunjab-Haryana.No
matterwhich crop, orwhich time-period, the
results are a sad reflection on themisguided
policy.Forbothperiods,outputgrowthofwheat
in other states was more than double the
growthachievedinPunjabandHaryana;ditto
thecaseforpulses(between2011-2018,pulses
productiongrowthinPunjabandHaryanawas
ata -0.4per centperannum,compared to5.7
percentperannumin10other states). In rice,
theotherstatesdomuchbetterthanPunjaband
Haryana, but the excess growth is not double
thatofthetwostates;however,itisnearlydou-
ble for2004-18—twopercent forPunjaband
Haryana, andnearly double (3.7per cent) for
nineotherstates.
All the above factshavebeenknown, and

discussed, by learned people for decades.
Which is preciselywhy the intellectual gym-
nasticsplayedbymanylearnedpeopledefend-
ingthefarmerprotestsissoshocking.The“de-
mand”byintellectualsthatthefarmbillshould
havebeendiscussedbeforebeingpassediswell
beyondtheboundsofconventionaldishonesty.

BhallaisExecutiveDirectorIMFrepresenting
India,SriLanka,BangladeshandBhutan.

Viewsexpressedarethoseoftheauthoranddo
notnecessarilyrepresenttheviewsoftheIMF,
itsExecutiveBoard,orIMFmanagement

CRUEL WORDS
THISREFERSTOthearticle, 'Reform,the
Indianway' (IE, December 11). The au-
thor appears to have used the word
"consultation"intheOrwelliansenseof
theword.Theacquiescenceofthefarm-
erswouldhave been fait accompli had
there been an iota of consultation.
Moreover,arguingforthedemocratisa-
tionof the “opportunity structure” in a
marketwith no opportunity is a cruel
playonwords.

NoelTherattil,Delhi

COMPROMISE NEEDED
THIS REFERS TO the editorial, 'Don’t
close the door' (IE, December 11). The
leaders representing the farmingcom-
munitymust not adopt an “eithermy
wayorthehighway”approach.Withthe
governmentbendingbackwardsnow,a
waytoendtheprotestscanbereached,
provided the farmers abandon their
stubbornness. Their apprehensions re-
gardingtheagriculturalreformlawsare
being addressed. Prudence demands
that the farmers adopt a give and take
approachtobreakthe impasse.

KamnaChhabra,Gurgaon

BROADER REFORMS
THISREFERS to thearticle, 'The cruelty
cameracan'tsee'(IE,December11).The
recentdirectionsgivenbytheSupreme
Court making installation of CCTVs

mandatory in police stations deserve
applause. However, the groundwork
thatremainstobedoneforthepreven-
tionofcustodialdeaths,crueltyandtor-
turemetedout to thevictims in these-
cretanddarkcornersofprisonscannot
be ignored. Other issues such as tam-
peringof CCTVfootages,monitoringof
cameras by police authorities, non-
availabilityofCCTVsateveryspotwhere
torturetakesplaceandmanyothercon-
cernsrequirebroaderreforms.Onlyef-
fective implementation and speedy
remediescanpreventhumanrightsvi-
olationsoccurring in the formofpolice
brutalityandtorture.

Sarachana,Delhi

LETTERS TO THEEDITOR

THETHREERECENTLYenactedfarmlawsas-
sented to by the President RamNathKovind
onSeptember27haveledtoashowdown be-
tween the peasantry and theUnion govern-
ment. It is anundisputed fact that therewas
noconsultationundertakenbythecentralgov-
ernmentatthetimeofpromulgatingtheordi-
nances, andsubsequently,whilepushingthe
billsthroughtheParliamentdespiterepeated
demandsoftheCongresstoreferthefarmbills
to the standing/select committee for recon-
siderationandnecessaryconsultationwithall
stakeholders.Clearly,thepresentdispensation
believes that its shock-and-awemethodsare
tobethemainmediumofgovernance.
Notwithstanding the several pro-corpo-

rate andperceivedanti-farmerprovisions in
thefarmlaws,theUniongovernmenthasby-
passedthefederalstructurebylegislatingon
subjects that exclusively fall within the do-
mainofthestategovernmentunderthestate
list of the Seventh Schedule of the
Constitution.Thelegalityofthiswillhopefully
be expeditiously decided by the Supreme
Court to halt the central government’s re-
peatedencroachmentonstates’ rights.
The global experience across agricultural

marketsdemonstratesthatcorporatisationof
agriculturewithout a concomitant security
netintheformofanassuredpaymentguaran-
teetothefarmersresultsintheexploitationof
farmersatthehandsofbigbusiness.Thisposes

a significant challenge to small andmarginal
farmerswhoconstitute 86percentofouragri-
culturalclass.Theasymmetricnegotiatingma-
trix between the famers and corporateswill
invariablyleadtonegationof theirrights.The
presentlawsalterthebargaininglandscapein
favour of the corporate players to the detri-
mentofthefarmers.Thefactthatfarmersbe-
lievethistobesocannotbeshruggedaway.
Theprimary cause for concern is the sys-

tematic dismantling of the APMCmandis
which have stood the test of time and have
provided farmers the remuneration to keep
themselvesafloat.Thefarmlawsopenthefield
to an alternate set ofmarkets/private yards,
where the buyerwill have no statutory obli-
gation to pay theminimum support price
(MSP). Since the saidmarkets/private yards
will not be charged anymarket fee/levy; the
agricultural sectorwill see the gradual shift-
ing of trade from theAPMCmandis to these
private yards. It is necessary to indicate that
themarketfeecollectedbytheAPMCmandis
isusedfordevelopmentofruralinfrastructure,
linkroadsandstoragefacilities.Theshiftingof
tradetoavoidpaymentofanylevy/marketfee
by private players and the FoodCorporation
of India (FCI)will eventuallywitness the re-
dundancy of the APMCmandis, leaving the
famersatthemercyof thecorporatesharks.
Thepresentfarmslawsexpresslyexclude

the jurisdictionof the civil court, leaving the

farmersremedilessandwithnoindependent
mediumofdisputeredressalmechanism.The
farm laws empower the Sub-Divisional
Authority (executive) to adjudicate on dis-
putesbetween the farmers and traders. This
provision effectively shuts the doors on the
farmertoapproachthejudicialsystemforres-
olutionofclaimsanddisputes.Theincreased
bureaucraticcontrolovertheadjudicationof
disputesbetweenthefarmersandcorporate
playerswill open the floodgates for corrup-
tionandrent-seeking.
TheUniongovernmenthasrepeatedlyas-

sertedthat the farmlawswillusher inanera
of increasedfreedomofchoiceandenhanced
income for the farmers. This begs the ques-
tion:If itiscertainthatthenewfarmlawswill
increase the income of the farmers, then it
shouldreadilyagreetohaveafloorpricethat
shallnotbelessthantheMSPandbeapplica-
ble forall themarkets.Thiswillalsobeacru-
cial confidence-building measure by the
NarendraModiadministrationthatwillallay
the concerns of the farmers. The govern-
ment’soppositiontothisreasonabledemand
putstheirsinceritytothecauseoffarmersun-
der serious cloud. Experience shows that a
freemarketalonedoesnotleadtohigherfarm
income.TheentireedificeofMSPis founded
ontheimperfectionsofthemarket.Therefore,
the spiel given by the government that free
marketswill serveasapanaceaforthefarm-

ersandtheirwoes is furthest fromthetruth.
Moreover, thepaltry increase in theMSP

overthepast fewyears fails tocovertheinput
cost. The governmentmust urgently put in
placearobustsystemtoannuallyre-calculate
theMSPkeepinginmindtherisinginputcosts
of diesel, fertilisers, etc tomake farminga vi-
ableandlucrativevocation.TheMSPmusten-
sureincentivesforagriculturistsandnotpush
themintoadebt trap.Astatutoryregulator in
the field of agriculture akin to regulators in
otherfieldswouldfillthegaptoaddressinfor-
mationaccessandmarketdistortions.
Lastly, the recent trendof the incumbent

government to label and discredit genuine,
publicprotestsandagitationassomeformofa
vileconspiracyneedstobestronglydeprecated.
Dissent is the safety valve in anydemocracy;
attemptstostifleormuzzleitbyusingunwar-
ranted labels do a disservice to the cause of
democracy. Instead of engaging with the
protestingfarmers,severalseniorfunctionaries
ofthegovernmentresortedtoname-callingto
delegitimise a peaceful pan-India farmer
movement.Withventssealedshut,discontent
canbecomedebilitatingforthepolity.Thethree
legislative nails in the farmer’s aspirations
mightleadtoabitterharvest.

Boparai is spokespersonfor IndianNational
Congress;Khurshid is formerminister,

governmentof India

Farmlawsalterbargaining landscape in favourof corporateplayers

Abitter harvest
Aadil Boparai and SalmanKhurshid
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Aminusculeminorityof farmers isprotestingagainst the farmlaws.Theydon’twantanend
tothesystemthathasbenefitedthem

Socialism for rich farmers

by Surjit S Bhalla

RICE,WHEATANDPULSEPRODUCTIONGROWTH
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CISF proudly remembers the supreme

sacrifice of this brave-heart. On this day,

he laid down his life at the altar of duty.

His courage and bravery would remain

an abiding source of inspiration for the

force. The force will remain eternally

indebted to him for his noblest deed.
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SI/Exe V. P. TIWARI
DSP DURGAPUR

12-12-1983

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
KOLKATA,DECEMBER11

REBELTMC leader and formerWestBengal transport
ministerSuvenduAdhikarihaswrittentotheCBI,ask-
ing the agency to conduct a detailed inquiry into
Saradha chit fund case accused Sudipta Sen’s allega-
tionsagainsthim.
Sen,whowas arrestedby thepolice in connection

with the case in2013,wrote to theCBI onDecember1,
accusingAdhikariof takingRs6crore
fromhim. Thebusinessmanalso ac-
cusedotherleaderssuchasMukulRoy
(BJP),SujanChakraborty(CPM),Biman
Bose (CPM) and Adhir Ranjan
Chowdhury (Congress) of accepting
moneyfromhim,suggestingthatpro-
ceeds from the scamwent to these
leaders. In the letter, Sen saidhewas
pained to see those who took the
moneywere “now joining the BJP”,
andaskedtheCBItoinvestigatethematter.
Questioningthetimingoftheletter,anddismissing

theallegations,AdhikariwroteonThursday,“Needless
tostatethatapartfrompoliticiansfromtheOpposition
partiesinWestBengal, Ihavebeenalsonamedinsuch
purportedletterthatwaspurportedlywrittenatatime
whenIjustresignedfromthecabinet... It isrelevantto
statethatIresignedfromtheCabineton27.11.2020and
thesaid letterpurportedlywrittenon01.12.2020.”
Headded,“Asyourgoodoffice is investigatingthis

widespreadscammeticulously, it ishumblyrequested
thatyourgoodofficemayalsokindlytakeintoconsid-
eration such a letter purportedlywritten by the said
SudiptaSenandimmediatelylookintoeveryaspectof
the letter, including backdrop and the prevailing cir-
cumstancesat the timeofwriting thereof.”

ABHISHEKSAHA
GUWAHATI, DECEMBER11

VIOLENCE BROKE out Friday in
ArunachalPradesh’sVijaynagar,
the remote easternmost inhab-
ited areaof the country, over is-
suance of rights to retired
Gorkha soldiers settled there
since 1960s to contest the pan-
chayatelections.
Changlang DC Devansh

Yadav told The Indian Express
that government buildings in
Vijaynagarwere ransacked and
vandalised.“TheExtraAssistant
Commissioner's(EAC)officeand
apost-officeweresetonfire.The
mob was around 500-odd
strong,” he said. Local reports
said the mobwas armedwith
daggersandsticks.
Yadav said investigations

were on to identify those who
indulgedintheviolencethrough
audioandvideoclippings.
In the 1960s, the families of

over200retiredAssamRiflesper-
sonnelfromtheGorkhacommu-
nityweresettledinVijaynagarby
the Centre. TheGorkhas and in-
digenouspeoplebelongingtothe
Yobin tribe comprise themajor-

ityof residentshere.
According to officials, the

Friday'sviolencestemmedfrom
apersistentdemand toprohibit
participation of non-tribal and
non-indigenous people in the
panchayat andmunicipal elec-
tions.Followingtheprotests,the
State Election Commission de-
ferred the polls in Vijaynagar,
scheduled to be held on
December22across thestate.
Thegovernmentordermen-

tioned that student organisa-
tions had deputed their mem-
bers to “prevent filing of
nominationbyanynon-tribal”.
YusihayYobin,jointsecretary

of theYobinWelfareSociety,the
apex body of the community,
told The Indian Express that the
Yobin Students’ Union was in-
strumental inFriday’sprotest.
“Theunderlyingcauseof the

protestwasthatdespitecontinu-
ous demand by the Students’
Unionandotherpressuregroups
thatnon-tribalsandnon-indige-
nous people should not be al-
lowedtoparticipateinpanchayat
elections, no specific step has
beentakenbythegovernment–
therehasbeenanassurancebut
nothingconcrete,”Yobinsaid.

DEMAND:STOPNON-TRIBALSFROMCONTESTING

Mob torches govt
offices in Arunachal’s
Vijaynagar over
panchayat elections

VISHNUVARMA
KOCHI,DECEMBER11

THEDEATHofSouthKoreanfilmmakerKimKi-dukon
Friday caused ripples of anguish in Kerala where he
hasahuge fanbase, especiallyamongyoungsters.
According to reports, the 59-year-old filmmaker

died of Covid-19 complications in Latvian capital of
Rigawherehewasscouting forahome.
Everyyear,theInternationalFilmFestivalofKerala

(IFKK)wouldwitness long queues of movie buffs for
the screenings of KimKi-duk’s films. The filmmaker
visitedThiruvananthapuramin2013tobechief guest
at the filmfestival’s closingceremony.
“Kerala is a beautiful place...I was out for awalk in

themorningandbeingafirst-timer,Iwasoverwhelmed
by the responseof thepeople. Peoplewerewavingat
mefrombusesandcars,”hehadtoldareporter then.
Actor-directorMadhupal, a formermember of the

KeralaStateChalachitraAcademywhichorganisesIFFK,
recalled interactingwith the filmmaker about cinema
whenhevisitedThiruvananthapuram.“Hedidn’tknow
Englishsowespokethroughatranslator.ThefirsttimeI
sawhimwasonthestreetwhenhehadsteppedoutofhis
hotelforawalk.HeenjoyedKerala,”hesaid.
Lijin Jose, aMalayalam film director, said the first

film of KimKi-duk that he sawwas the 2003 release
Spring,Summer,Fall,Winter...andSpring. “Thatfilmwas
avisual experience. Tobring thenarrativeof a filmon
an emotional, philosophical plane, the kind of which
wehavenot exploredbefore, is not easy. Forme, that
wastheaspectofhisfilmsthatattractedme,”saidJose.

Kim Ki-duk demise
causes ripples of
anguish in Kerala

AWARD-WINNING DIRECTOR
KIMKI-DUKDIES AT 59
PAGE 15
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Suvendu urges CBI
to probe Saradha
accused’s allegations
against him

Suvendu
Adhikari
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Authorised Officer
Indian Bank (Erstwhile Allahabad Bank)

Date : 10.12.2020
Place : Patna

E-Auction Sale Notice for Sale of immovable assets under the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of
Security Interest Act, 2002 read with proviso to Rule 8 (6) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002.
Notice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the Borrower(s) and Guarantor(s) that the below described immovable property
mortgaged/charged to the Secured Creditor, the Symbolic possession of which has been taken by the Authorised Officer of Indian Bank, Secured
Creditor, will be sold on "As is where is”, “As is what is" and "Whatever there is" on 28.12.2020, due to the Indian Bank, Secured Creditor, from the
undernoted borrowers/Guarantors. The specific details of the property intended to be brought to sale through e-auction mode are enumerated below.

Bidders are advised to visit the website (www.mstcecommerce.com) of our e-auction service provider MSTC Ltd to participate in online bid. For
Technical Assistance please call MSTC HELPDESK No.033-22901004 and other help line numbers available in service providers help desk. For
Registration status with MSTC Ltd, please contact ibapiop@mstcecommerce.com and for EMD status please contact ibapifin@mstcecommerce.com.
For property details and photograph of the property and auction terms and conditions please visit: https://ibapi.in and for clarifications related to this
portal, please contact help line number '18001025026' and '011-41106131'.
Bidders are advised to use Property ID Number mentioned above while searching for the property in the website with https://ibapi.in and www.
mstcecommerce.com.

Sl No.
Branch

Name of the Account & Name &
Address of Borrower/Guarantors

Details of Immovable Properties

Reserve Price
(in Rs)

Earnest Money
Deposit

Bid Incremental
amt

Secured creditor’s
Out-standing Dues

Property ID
Encumbrance on

Property

01
Sultanganj

M/S KASHYAP FOOD & ALLIED
INDUSTRIES
1.Shri Rajshekhar S/o Shri Vishnu
Swaroop Gupta
2. Smt Suman Shekhar W/o Shri
Rajshekhar
R/O Gai Ghat, North lane, P.S-
Alamganj, P.O- Gulzarbagh, District-
Patna, Bihar-800007

In the name of Mr. Rajshekhar S/o Mr. Vishnu Swarup
Gupta, area measuring 12-Kadi i.e. 1.32 Decimal, Sale
Deed No.1086 dated 23.03.2006, bearing Book No.1,
Volume No.62, Page No.117-135, Circle No.81, Holding
No.40/80(O), 23/44(N), Ward No.17/23/42, Sheet No.167,
M. Plot No.1796(P), Situated at-Gaighat, Uttri Gali, PO-
Gulzarbagh, PS-Alamganj, District-Patna, Bihar, bounded
as under (as per deed): North-Vendee Mr. Rajshekhar
thereafter Awadhesh Singh, South-Shri Gandheshwar
Prasad, East-Shri Gandheshwar Prasad, West-Gali
Corporation.

`36,36,000/-
(Rupees Thirty
Six Lakhs thirty
Six thousand

only)
`3,63,600/-

(Rupees Three
lakhs Sixty three
thousand Six
hundred only)
1,000.00

`63,18,513/-
(Rupees Sixty
three lakh eighteen
thousand five
hundred thirteen only)
as on 23.11.2018
and interest, cost &
Charges thereon

IDIB20202101
Not Known

02
Kankar-
bagh-2

MEENA DEVI & KAMAL KUMAR
1. Smt. Meena Devi W/o Shri Tulsi
Prasad
2.Shri Kamal Kumar S/o Shri Tulsi
Prasad,
Regd. Address: C/o Shri Ram Briksh
Prasad, Professor Colony, Gali
no-18, Munna Chak, P.O.-Lohia
Nagar, P.S.Patrakar nagar, Distt.-
Patna-800020

All that part and parcel of land & building situated at
Mauza-Kurthol, Survey Plot No.629 (Part), Tauzi No.5184,
Khata No.50, Thana No.110, PS-Phulwarisharif, District-
Patna admeasuring 591 sq.ft (1.3569 Decimal), Sale
Deed No. 28674 dated 03.12.2010, standing in the name
of Smt. Meena Devi W/o Mr. Tulsi Prasad, Book No.01,
Volume-466, Pg 203-210 registered with SRO Patna.
Boundary (As per Deed): North-Smt. Rita Devi, South-
Present Purchaser, East-Mr. Banarsi Rai, West-7½ ft wide
Road.

`15,10,000/-
(Rupees Fifteen
lakhs Ten

thousand only)
`1,51,000/-
(Rupees One
lakh Fifty one
thousand only)
1,000.00

`13,32,019/-
(Rupees Thirteen
Lakhs Thirty two
thousand and
nineteen only) as
on 06.03.2019 and
interest, cost &
Charges thereon

IDIB20202102
Not Known

03
Patna
City-2

M/S Samar Footwear
1.Md.Saqlain
2.Md.Qumar Rizvi
3.Md. Samar Rizvi
4. Ladli Parween,W/o Md. Saqlain
All resident of Barakat khan ka
Akhara,Mogalpura,jhauganj,
Patnacity, Patna,Bihar-800008

All that part and parcel of the land and building along with
present/future construction thereon: (I) In the joint name
of Md. Saqlain, Md. Qumar Rizvi & Md. Samar Rizvi all are
S/o Md. Badshah, area admeasuring 12 Dhur, Sale Deed
No.462 dated 01.02.2006, Book No.1, Zild No.27, Page
No.129-150, Comprising in Ward No.22/28(O), 47(New),
Sheet No.214, M.S. Plot No.3132(P), Circle No.121, Holding
No.229/2/192, Situated at-Mohalla Mogalpura, Barkat Khan
Ka Akhara (Katra Kalbe Ali Beg), Patna City, P.S-Khajekala,
PO-Jhauganj, District-Patna, Bihar and bounded as under
(As per Deed) North-Md. Salim, South-Md. Ashraf, East-Md.
Bashir, West-06 Feet Wide Common Pass. (II) In the name
of Smt. Ladli Parven W/o Md. Saqlain area admeasuring 4
Dhur, 18½ Dhurki, Sale Deed No.2997 dated 19.06.2008,
Book No.1, Zild No.54, Page No.229-237, Comprising in Ward
No.22/28(O), 47(New), Sheet No.214, M.S. Plot No.3132(P),
Circle No.121, Holding No.292/2/192, Situated at-Mohalla
Mogalpura, Barkat Khan KaAkhara (Katra KalbeAli Beg), P.S-
Khajekala, PO-Jhauganj, District-Patna, Bihar and bounded
as under (As per Deed) North-M.S. Plot No.3132(P), South-
M.S. Plot No.3132(P), East-Gali, West-M.S. Plot No.3132(P).

`44,14,000/-
(Rupees Forty
four Lakhs
Fourteen

thousand only)
`441400/-

(Rupees Four
Lakhs Forty one
thousand Four
hundred only)
1,000.00

`57,07,429/-
(Rupees Fifty
Seven Lakhs seven
Thousand Four
Hundred And Twenty
Nine Only) as on
28.02.2019 and
interest, cost &
Charges thereon

IDIB20202103
Not Known

04
Hanuman
nagar

M/S VAIBHAV ENTERPRISES,
1. Mr. Sanjay Kumar Singh S/o Sri
Daya Shankar Singh
2. Smt. Deep Mala W/o Sri Sanjay
Kumar Singh,
Both R/o- Flat No.504, Deo Siddhi
Plaza, Kankarbagh, Colony More,
Near Jalan Shop, District- Patna,
800020

All that part and parcel of the Land and Building along with
present future construction thereon; in the name of Smt.
Deep Mala W/o Mr. Sanjay Kumar Singh,
a). Area ad-measuring 2-Katha (6.25- Decimal), Sale
Deed No.6218 dated 10.07.2015, bearing Book No.1,
Volume No.148, PageNo.221-231, Khata No.115, Khesra
Survey Plot No.2360(P), Thana No.129, Tauzi No.Bihar
Sarkar, Situated at- Mauza- Kandap, Survey Thana-
Phulwari Sharif, Hal Thana- Gauri Chak, District– Patna,
Bihar, bounded as under (as per deed): North- Paras Nath
Singh, South- Kharidar Smt. Deep Mala, East-Mr. Manoj
Kumar Singh, West-Aahar Va Paine.
b). Area ad-measuring 10-Dhur (1.5625- Decimal), Sale
Deed No.6217 dated 10.07.2015, bearing Book No.1,
Volume No.148, PageNo.210-220, Khata No.115, Khesra
Survey Plot No.2360(P), Thana No.129, Tauzi No.Bihar
Sarkar, Situated at- Mauza- Kandap, Survey Thana-
Phulwari Sharif, Hal Thana- Gauri Chak, District–Patna,
Bihar, bounded as under (as per deed): North- Kharidar
Smt. Deep Mala, South- Number Haza Niz Lekhakari,
East-Mr. Manoj Kumar Singh, West-Aahar Va Paine

`21,09,375/-
(Rupees Twenty
one lakhs nine
thousand three
hundred seventy

five only)
`2,10,937/-
(Rupees Two

lakh ten thousand
nine hundred

thirty seven only)
1,000.00

`29,21,927/-
(Rupees Twenty
Nine Lakhs Twenty
One Thousand Nine
Hundred Twenty
Seven Only) as on
11.06.2019

IDIB20202104
Not Known

05
Patna
City-2

M/S Maa Vaishnavi Oil Mills (Prop.-
Smt. Soni Kumari)
at Chutkiya Bazar, Jamunagar,
Malsalami, Madhomill,Patna City,
Distt- Patna
1. Soni Kumari W/O Rajesh
Kumar Raushan at Chutkiya
Bazar, Jamunagar, Malsalami,
Madhomill,Patna City, Distt- Patna
2. Rajesh Kumar Raushan S/O
Sahdev Prasad Verma Chutkiya
Bazar, Jamunagar, Malsalami,
Madhomill,Patna City, Distt- Patna

All that part and parcel of the Land and Building along
with present/future construction thereon:-In the name
of Smt. Soni Kumari W/o Mr. Rajesh Kumar Raushan,
area admeasuring 15.75 Karies, vide Registered
(Simple) Mortgage Deed No.4436 dated 27.05.2014,
Book No.01, Volume No.77, Page No.196-203, Holding
No.274(Old)/111/1(New), Circle No.218, M.S. Plot No.940
& 579, Sheet No.282, Ward No.32/37(Old)/71(New),
Tauzi No. Bihar Sarkar, Thana No.38, Situated at Mohall-
Jamunapur, Chutkiya Bazar, Mauza-Simli Murarpur, PS-
Malsalami, District-Patna, Bihar, bounded as under (as per
deed): North-Mehta Ram Narayan Prasad, South-Baiju
Mahto, East-The Heir of Chhotu Sao, West-PMC Lane.

`3595000/-
(Rupees Thirty
five lakhs ninety
five thousand

only)
`359500/-

(Rupees three
lakhs Fifty nine
thousand five
hundred only)
1,000.00

`2045582/-
(Rupees Twenty lakhs
Forty Five thousand
Five Hundred
Eighty two only)
as on 23.01.2019
and interest ,cost &
Charges thereon

IDIB20202105
Not Known

06
Phulwari-
sharif

M/S RISHI PLAST
Prop: Mr. Shringi Rishi (Since
Deceased)
Mortgagor/Guarantor:
1. Smt. Nayantara Devi W/o Late
Shringi Rishi Legal heir of Late
Shringi Rishi.
2. Sri Ashok Kumar Santhaliya S/o
Radhey Shayam Shanthaliya.
3. Sri Sanjay Kumar S/o Shirnath
Prasad,
Add-Rikabganj, Katra Bazar, Patna
City.

A) All that part and parcel of the land and building along
with present/future construction thereon: In the name of Mr.
Shringi Rishi (Since Deceased) S/o Sri Ram Sinhasan Muni,
area measuring 2-½ Decimil, Sale Deed No.5845 dated
02.09.2009, Bearing Book No.1, Zild No.84, Page No.304-
313, Comprising in Tauzi No.5188, Thana No.37, Khata No.6,
Survey Khasra Plot No.720, Situated at Mauza-Kothwa,
Pargana- Phulwari, PS- Danapur, District-Patna, Bihar and
bounded as under (As per Deed): North- Sri Vishwajit Singh
S/o Lt. Shiv Dhari Singh, South- Part Plot No.720 meh aaj
Kharidar Smt. Manjusha Devi dusre dastavez meh, East-
Siwana Hardaspur, West- Sri Jai Kishore Singh.

`17,64,000/-
(Rupees
Seventeen

lakhs sixty four
thousand five

only)
`1,76,400/-
(Rupees One
lakh seventy six
thousand four
hundred only)
1,000.00

`67,70,203/-
(Rupees Sixty Seven
Lakhs Seventy
Thousand Two
Hundred Three Only)
as on 30.07.2018 and
intt., Cost & Charges
thereon till the date of
realization

IDIB20202106
Not Known

B) All that part & parcel of Land & building with present/
future construction thereon of area admeasuring 3-Katha,
2-Dhur, Sale Deed No.16286 dated 22.08.2009, Bearing
Book No.1, Zild No.261, Page No.510-517, Comprising
in Tauzi No.18165, Thana No.69, Khata No.51, Survey
Khasra Plot No.450, Situated at– Mauza-Ismailpur Dhibra,
PS- Phulwari, District- Patna, Bihar and bounded as per
Deed: North- Ramesh Prasad, South- Aahar, East- 5' ft
vide Rasta & ors, West- Banwari Singh & ors.

`42,42,000/-
(Rupees Forty
two lakhs forty
two thousand

only)
`4,24,200/-
(Rupees Four
lakh twenty four
thousand two
hundred only)
1,000.00

IDIB20202116

Zonal office, Budh marg, Patna, Bihar-800001, E mail: zopatna@indianbank.co.in, PH:0612-2508237

07
Phulwari-
sharif

Mr. Sunil Kumar Chaudhary S/o
Shivbali Chaudhary, R/o- Adarsh
Nagar, Road No.01, Phulwari Sharif,
District- Patna, Bihar-801505
Smt. Aarti Kumari W/o Sunil Kumar
Chaudhary R/o – Adarsh Nagar,
Road No.01, Phulwari Sharif, Patna,
Bihar, 801505.
Sri Gupteshwar Chaudhary S/o Ram
Prasad Chaudhary R/o- Adarsh
Nagar Colony, Road No.01, Phulwari
Sharif, District- Patna, Bihar,
801505 Also at Constable Employee
No.00013657, Home (DGP Office),
Patna, Bihar, 800015

Equitable mortgage of all that part and parcel of the land/
building along with present/future construction thereon
in the name of Sri Sunil Kumar Chaudhary S/o Shiv
Bali Chaudhary, area measuring 641-Sq.Ft, Sale Deed
No.11636 dated 14.12.2002, Book No.01, Volume No.430,
Page No.297-318, Comprising Khata No.1018/118,
Khesra Survey Plot No.426(P), Thana No.35, Tauji
No.5272, Situated at– Mauza- Phulwari, Mahal- Pakuli,
Pargana- Phulwari, District – Patna, Bihar and bounded
as under(As per Deed): North – 8-Feet Rasta, South –
Survey Plot No.408(P), East–Sri Shivji Sah, West –Sri
Rajendra Prasad.

`17,40,000/-
(Rupees

Seventeen lakhs
forty thousand

only).
`1,74,000/-
(Rupees One

lakh seventy four
thousand only)
1,000.00

`13,83,658/-
(Rupees Thirteen
Lakhs Eighty Three
Thousand Six
Hundred Fifty Eight
Only) and interest
,cost & Charges
thereon

IDIB20202117
Not Known

08
Kurtha

M/S BHOLA BRICKS COMPANY
(Prop: Shri Santosh Kumar), Kurtha,
Fulwariya, P.O- Fatuha, Dist- Patna,
Bihar -803201,
Shri Santosh Kumar S/o Sh
Ramashray Singh,
Smt Kameshwari Devi W/o Sri
Ramashray Singh,
Shri Ramashray Singh S/o Late
Shivam Singh,
All R/O Vill- Mosimpur, P.O+ P.S-
Khusrupur, Patna-803202

All That part and parcel of the land & Building situated
at Mauza-Mosimpur, Pargana-Bhimpur, P.S- Fatuha,
P.S No-15, Tauzi No-2105, Khata no-10, Khesra No-74
admeasuring 12 Decimals Sub & sadar Regisry- Patna
purchased Vide Sale Deed No-4684 dt 17.08.1981
standing in the name of Kamleshwari Devi. Boundary as
per Deed: North-Buyer & Munshi Chaiee, South- Late
Bhonu Singh, East:Sri Jagat Singh, West: Khiru Chaiee/
Banke Chai & Ors.

`39,61,000/-
(Rupees Thirty
nine lakhs sixty
one thousand

only)
`3,96,100/-

(Rupees Three
lakhs ninety six
thousand one
hundred only)
1,000.00

`25,85,676/-
(Rupees Twenty
five lakhs eighty five
thousand six hundred
seventy six only) as
on 29.07.2019 and
intt., Cost & Charges
thereon till the date of
realization

IDIB20202108
Not Known

09
Kankar-
bagh-2

M/s. NIHARIKA TEXTILES
(Prop- Shri Sanjay Pandey S/o Shri
Surendra Nath Pandey), At Zero Mile
Main Road, Sahara Colony, Agam
Kuan, Patna City-800008, BIHAR
Shri Sanjay Pandey S/o Sh.
Surendra Nath Pandey,
Smt. Jayanti Devi @ Jayvanti
Pandey W/o Shri Sanjay Pandey
both resident of Badi nagla,
Malsalami, Patna City, Near
Hilsa Mill, P.O- Madhav Mills,
Patna-800008, BIHAR

ALL THAT part and parcel of the land and building In the
name of Mrs Jayanti Devi w/o Mr. Sanjay Pandey situated
at Mohalla-Nagla, P.S.-Malsalami District-Patna Circle no
222, holding no 92D, Ward no 36(New)/31(Old), Present
Ward no 55, Sheet no 275, Survey Plot no. 1427(Part),
Land area 9 dhur & 1¼ dhurki, SRO Patna City, which
comes under area of PRDA and Patna Municipal
Corporation. Boundary (as per deed): North-Gali
(Corporation), South-Gali (Corporation), East-Gali, West-
Bhubneshwar Rai. Sale Deed No.1021 dt: 15.03.2004.

`26,52,000/-
(Rupees Twenty
six lacs fifty two
thousand only)
`2,65,200/-
(Rupees Two
lakhs sixty five
thousand two
hundred only)
1,000.00

`21,07,561/-
(Rupees Twenty
One Lakhs Seven
thousand Five
Hundred Sixty
One only) as on
19.10.2019 with
further interest, costs,
other charges and
expenses thereon
from 20.10.2019 till
realization of bank’s
dues

IDIB20202110
Not Known

10
Kankar-
bagh-2

M/S. UPHAR READYMADE
GARMENTS
(Pro- Shri Uma Shankar).
Regd Add: Vachaspatinagar, Mauza-
Sandalpur, Kumhrar, Patna, Bihar.
Shri Uma Shankar s/o Late
Raghunath Singh, resident
of Near-Gayghat Checkpost,
Shanidevmandir, Bajrangpuri,
Sandalpur, P.S- Alamganj, Distt-
Patna, Bihar. Pin-800007

All that part and parcel of Land & building in the name
of Shri Uma Shankar S/O Late Ragunath Singh situated
at Mohalla- Vachaspati Nagar, Mauza- Sandalpur, P.S-
Sultanganj, Distt- Patna with details: Sale deed no. 3538
dated 14.02.2012, Tauzi No. 283, Book no. 1, Vol- 62,
Pages from 134 to 143, Revenue Thana No. 11, Khata
No. 997, Survey Khesra No. 929, Circle No. 54, Holding
No. 375D(Old), Ward No. 15/21/36 presently Ward no. 50,
SRO, Patna City, with Area-360 Sq.ft (0.826598 decimals).
Boundary (as per deed): North-Helper Road, South-
Railway Line, East-Minjumle Plot Haja, West- Minjumle
Plot Haja

`39,21,000/-
(Rupees Thirty
nine lacs twenty
one thousand

only)
`3,92,100/-

(Rupees Three
lacs ninety two
thousand One
hundred only)
1,000.00

`32,29,721/-
(Rupees Thirty two
lacs twenty nine
thousand seven
hundred twenty
one only) as on
31.08.2019 with
further interest, costs,
other charges and
expenses thereon
from 01.09.2019 till
realization of bank’s
dues

IDIB20202111
Not Known

11
Exhibition
Road

M/S Ezee Air Travel
Pro- Shri Shivendra Kumar BPCL
Road, Mahavir Nagar, Saristabad,
Patna-800002, Shri Shrivendra
Kumar S/O Shri Brij Bihari Singh
& Shri Brij Bihari Singh S/O Bansh
Ropan Singh ward no-43, Anaith ,
Arrah, Dist- Bhojpur,Pin-802301

All that part and parcel of land along with building
constructed on the said land ad-measuring an area
6.25 decimal in the name of Sri Braj Bihari Singh S/O-
Sri Bans Ropan Singh vide sale deed no.5465 dated
28.08.1965 bearing book no 1,Volume No 57 Page No
364-368 ,Khata No 136,Plot No 553, Tauzi No 8,Thana
No 227 situated at Mauza-Anaith PO-Anaith PS-Arrah
District –Bhojpur ,SRO-Arrah,Bihar, North-Sri Suchit
Mahto and Ramjapit Mahto, South-Sri Lal Bihari Mahto,
East-Sri Roop Lal Singh,West-Jai Govind Prasad Singh

`24,80,000/-
(Rupees Twenty
Four Lac Eighty
Thousand Only)

`2,48,000/-
(Rupees Two
Lakh Forty eight
thousand only)
1,000.00

`20,79,511/-
(Twenty lac Seventy
Nine Thousand Five
Hundred Eleven Only)
and Intt and Charges
from 11/09/2018 to till
date of realization of
dues.

IDIB20202107
Not Known

12
Patna

University

ADITYA ENTERPRISES
(Pro- Sri Ajit Kumar S/O Sri
Ramjee Sharma) Shop Address:
103, Yasoda Enclave, Daud
Bigha Road, Kankarbagh, Patna,
Bihar,Pin-800026.
Sri Ajit Kumar S/O Sri Ramjee
Sharma
Smt Laxmi Sharma W/O Sri Ajit
Kumar
Both C/O Sri Kaushal Kishore
Prasad, Pramila Sadan, Bhagwat
Nagar, Opp Bhagwati Banquett
Hall, Bahadurpur Housing colony,
Kankarbagh, Patna, Pin-800026.
Permanent Address: At P.O- Nagar
Nausha, Near Kali mandir, Distt-
Nalanda, Pin-801305.

All that part and parcel of the land and building:
In the name of Sri Ajit Kumar S/o Sri Ram Jee Sharma,
bearing Sale Deed No.2128 Dated 21.02.2014, Shop
No.-103, First Floor, Area-185 Sq.Ft (Super built up
Area), at-Yashoda Enclave, Daud Bigha, Kankarbagh
Road, Patna-26 Mauza-Bahadurpur, Thana-
Agamkuan, Pargana-Phulwari, Thana No.-10, Thana
Code-499, Tauzi No.-Samilat, Khata No.-280 & 281,
Survey Plot-650 and 651(P) at present P.S.-Agamkuan,
District-Patna, within the limits of Patna Municipal
Corporation and within the jurisdiction of Patna Court, Sub
Registry Office Patna City and Sadar Registry Office &
Distt.-Patna and Bounded by North-Binay Yadav, South-
Kankarbagh Main Road 90 Feet, East-Part Plot-650,
West-Part Plot 650. Boundary of Shop No.-103, North-
Stair, South-Shop No.102, East-Passage, West-Open &
Boundary.

`21,34,800/-
(Rupees Twenty
One lacs Thirty
Four thousand
Eight Hundred

only)
`2,13,480/-
(Rupees Two
Lacs Thirteen
thousand Four
Hundred and
eighty only)
1,000.00

`73,49,545/-
(Rs. seventy three
lakh forty nine
thousand five
hundred forty five
only) with up to date
interest and Cost &
Charges thereon till
the date of realization

IDIB20202113
Not Known

13
Patna

University

NAGESHWAR AUTOMOBILE (Pro-
Shri Vidhya Nand Kumar Verma)
at machhariyawan, near Primary
School, fatuah, Patna, Bihar Pin-
800009 Shri Vidhya Nand Kumar
Verma S/O Nageshwar Kumar
Smt Manju Kumari W/O Sri
Vidyanand Kumar Verma, Both
at At C-22, Nitya sadan, Keshri
nagar, Ajanta Colony,Rajiv Nagar,
Patna-800024,
Md. Irshadul Haque S/O Md.
Izharul Haque, Khalilpura, P.O-
Phulwarisharif, Distt- Patna, Bihar.
Pin-801505

All that part and parcel of the land and building: In the name
of Md. Irshadul Haque, S/o Md. Izharul Haque, bearing
Sale Deed No.10505 dated 13.09.2006, Area-600 Sq.ft.,
Mauza-Khalilpura, Pargana-Phulwari, P.S-Danapur, Tauzi
no.-5573, Thana no.-54, Khata no.-126, part of Cadestral
Survey Plot no.687 and within the limit of Danapur Nagar
Nigam which is bounded by North-Rasta, South-Plot no.-
687(P), East-Md. Hafiz, West-3 feet 6 inches wide lane
thereafter Md. Idris.

`18,70,200/-
(Rupees
Eighteen

Lakhs Seventy
Thousand Two
Hundred only)
`1,87,020/-
(Rupees One
lac Eighty Seven
thousand Twenty

only)
1,000.00

`43,90,836/-
(Rs. Forty three lacs
ninety thousand eight
hundred thirty six
only) with up to date
interest. plus intt Cost
& Charges thereon till
the date of realization
which has to be
realized by sale of the
said properties.

IDIB20202114
Not Known
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Budh Marg,
Patna

M/s Jai Mata Dee Enterprises
Prop.: Ranjan Kumar S/O Mr Ashok
Prasad, House of Mr. Ramnath
Singh, Near Bhutnath Shiv Mandir,
Rukanpura, Bailey Road, Patna,
Bihar.
Mrs. Memlata Gupta (Guarantor
& Mortgagor) W/O Mr. Ranjan
Kumar, Flat No-403,Rajnath Enclave
Rukanpura Bailey Road

All that part & parcel of Property land belongs to Mrs.
Hemlata Gupta w/O Mr. Ranjan Kumarsituated at Mauza-
Rahimpur, Bodhachak, P.S- Parsa Bazar, Dist- Patna,
Tauzi No-5533, Thana No-98, Khata No-137, Kheshra
Survey Plot No-435 (part), Compute code No-151, Distt-
Patna Vide Sale Deed No-31169 dated 30.12.2010.
Boundary (as per Deed): North: HAL Kharidar, Siouth:
Sri Tushjarkant Singh, East: 10’wide Rasta, West: ravi
Shankar Prasad.

`15,50,000/-
(Rupees fifteen
lakhs fifty

thousand only)
`1,55,000

(Rupees One
lakh fifty five
thousand only)
1,000.00

`20,73,301/-
(Rupees Twenty
lakh Seventy three
thousand three
hundered and one
only) with interest
at agreed rate wef
01.08.2019 till the
date of repayment.

IDIB20202115
Not Known

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
AHMEDABAD,DECEMBER11

THEGUJARATgovernmenthasstartedcom-
pulsoryonlineregistrationformarriagefunc-
tionsacrossthestateinviewofthepandemic.
AnotificationissuedFridaybyKKNirala,

additional secretary (lawandorder), home
departmentread:“Thestategovernmenthas
decidedtoinitiateonlineregistrationforup-
comingmarriagesinthestateintheviewof
the ongoing pandemic... The National
InformaticsCentrehascomeupwithasoft-
wareonthegovernmentwebsitewww.dig-
italgujarat.gov.inwhereinpeople can apply
online for upcomingmarriage ceremonies
andcantakeaprintoftheregistrationslipor

save aPDF file. If askedbyanypolice or ad-
ministrativeofficial, theregistrationslipcan
beshownbytheapplicant(sic).”
NiralatoldTheIndianExpress:“It iscom-

pulsorytogetonlineregistrationforupcom-
ingmarriagesinGujarat...Wetookthedeci-
sionafterconsideringtheissuesfacedbythe
applicantsinthepast.Underthissystem,the
applicantwill get the slipwithin twomin-
utesofsubmittingtheirapplication...thereis
noneedtogetpermissionfromlocalpolice.”
Asper a state government advisory, the

number of guests at awedding shouldnot
bemore than50per cent of the capacity of
thevenue,andnotexceed100.Ahmedabad
policehasprohibitedmarriagefunctionsdur-
ing curfewhours. Similar guidelines have
beenissuedinVadodara,RajkotandSurat.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
LUCKNOW,DECEMBER11

TWOMENwere arrested for allegedly
attacking a journalist when he tried to
pacify two clashing groups under the
KalyanpurpolicestationlimitsinKanpur
Nagar on Thursday night. The
journalist,AshwiniNigam,worksforR9
TVchannel.
Nigamwas attackedwith a rod and

sufferedinjuriesonhishead,saidthepo-
lice. Hewas being treated at a hospital
andwasstable, theysaid.

Kanpur Additional SP (West) Anil
Kumarsaid,“Acasehasbeenlodgedun-
der IPC sections 147 (rioting), 323 (vol-
untarily causing hurt), 504 (intentional
insult with intent to provoke breach of
the peace) and 506 (criminal intimida-
tion), and section7of theCriminal Law
Amendment Act. Three persons have
been named in the FIR, of whom,
two have been arrested. Strict action
will follow.”
The arrested accused have been

identified as Akhilesh Soni and Biresh
Soni and were presented before the
magistrateonFriday.

Online registration mandatory to
organise weddings in Gujarat

Two held for ‘attacking’ journalist Fresh anti-CAA
protests in Assam
Guwahati: Fresh protest against
the CitizenshipAmendmentAct
waslaunchedby18organisations
in Assamon Friday, demanding
repeal of the law and release of
KMSS leader Akhil Gogoi, who
wastakenintocustodyduringthe
protests last year. Rallies were
takenout across the state by the
organisations, includingKrishak
MuktiSangramSamiti. PTI

Debbarma
tests positive

Agartala:Tripura’s
ersrtwhile royal
scionPradyotKis-
horeManikyaDe-
bbarmaon Friday
testedpositive for
COVID-19 here
andwas isolated.
He posted that
that doctors advi-
sedhimtotakeex-
tra caution since
he has an underl-
ying heart condi-
tion.Heaskedtho-
se who came in
contactwith him
recently to take
precautions.ENS

New Delhi



CORONAVIRUSDASHBOARD

THEFACEshieldisanintriguingpartof
healthcareworkers’ personal protec-
tive equipment (PPE): Although it is
meanttoprotectthefacefromairborne
particles thatmay contain the novel
coronavirus, ithasaprominentopen-
ingat thebottomedge. Indeed, that is
whymedical staff oftenwear amask
beneaththeshield. If someoneworea
face shield but nomask, and if some-
oneinfectedwithCovid-19sneezedin
thevicinity,wouldthefaceshieldoffer
enoughprotectiononitsown?
Itwouldnot. In a studypublished

in the Physics of Fluids, journal of the
American Institute of Physics, re-
searchers from Japan’s Fukuoka
University examined the flow of air
around a face shield
when someone nearby
sneezes.Theyfoundthat
sneeze droplets travel
veryquickly to theedges
of the face shield, and
may be inhaled by the
wearer if shehappens to
breathe in at that very
moment.
The researchers are

nowworkingoncreating
face shields safe enough
tobewornontheirown.

The science...
When fluid is ejected instanta-

neously fromacircularorifice, itgen-
erates a “vortex ring”— a doughnut-
shaped vortex. “Itmight be easier to
understand it as a bubble ringmade
by dolphins,” lead researcher Fujio
Akagi said,byemail.
Vortex rings have the ability to

transportmicroscopicparticles.Akagi
andcolleaguescarriedoutsimulations
of an infected person sneezing and
ejectingavortexringfrom1minfront
of apersonwearinga face shield. The
leadingvortexringreachedthetopof
the face shield; trailing vortex rings

reached the lower end as they broke
down.Sneezedropletscouldreachthe
shieldwithin a half-second to a sec-
ond,andenter.“Inthiscase,if thetime
whenthedropletsentertheinnersur-
faceoftheshieldisclosetothetimeof
theuser'sinhalationofthebreath,the
apparentprobabilitythattheuserwill
inhalethedropletsishigh,”Akagisaid.

... and the shield
Face shields are effective in pre-

venting infection in the eyes, Akagi
explained. “Don’t misunderstand us
—wearingafaceshieldcanhelppre-
ventinfection...whatwearesayingis
thatwehavescientificallyshownthat
there isan increasedriskof infection

if only a face shield is
worn,”Akagi said.
Although medical

staffwearingafaceshield
alsowearamask,usually
a surgical mask with a
highfilteringeffect, such
masks have the disad-
vantageofbeingdifficult
to breathe through. “We
thought if thefaceshield
is approved as suffi-
ciently preventive, the

medicalmaskcanbereplacedwitha
standardmask... For this reason, we
have tried to clarify the flow around
the faceshield,”Akagi said.
Akagidescribedanothersituation:

medical personnel treating deaf pa-
tients. To explain to the patients how
themouthmoves, themedical staff
need to remove themask altogether.
“If staffareonlyallowedtowearaface
shield, this problem can be solved,”
Akagisaid.
The team is now developing im-

provedshields,sothatmedicalwork-
ers will be able to prevent infection
usingonly a face shield anda regular
mask—or, ideally, onlya faceshield.
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Face shields no match for
sneeze droplets, scientists
at work to improve them

Sneezedroplets
fromnearbycan
quicklyreachthe
topandbottom
edgesof a face
shield, study
finds. ExpressArchive

SHRUTIDHAPOLA
CHANDIGARH,DECEMBER11

TWO LAWSUITS filed by the United States
federalgovernmentandgovernmentsof48
USstates and territorieshaveputunder the
scanner the acquisition by Facebook of
Instagram andWhatsApp – and therefore,
thepresentstructureof thegiantsocialme-
diacompany.
TheUSFederalTradeCommission(FTC)’s

lawsuit accused Facebook of eliminating
competitionwith the acquisitions — even
thoughtheFTCitselfhadapprovedthedeals.
“Facebook’s actions to entrench and

maintainitsmonopolydenyconsumersthe
benefits of competition. Our aim is to roll
back Facebook’s anti-competitive conduct
and restore competition so that innovation
andfreecompetitioncanthrive,”IanConner,
directorof FTC’sBureauofCompetition,has
said inastatement.
Facebook has called the lawsuits “revi-

sionisthistory”,andsaidtheFTChas“seem-
inglyno regard for settled lawor theconse-
quences to innovationand investment”.
What is the antitrust case against

Facebook, andwhy does it pose such a big
threat to thecompanyas it exists today?

WhatdoestheFTC's lawsuitsay?
The FTChas alleged that Facebook “is il-

legallymaintaining its personal social net-
working monopoly through a years-long
courseofanticompetitiveconduct”.Thelaw-
suit followed a “lengthy investigation” by a
“coalitionof attorneysgeneral” of 46 states,
theDistrictof Columbia, andGuam.
The case has been filed under Section 2

of theShermanAct,which theFTCenforces
throughSection5of theFTCAct.Section2of
the ShermanActprohibits companies from
using anti-competitivemeans to acquire or
maintainamonopoly.
Facebook’s2012acquisitionof Instagram

for $1 billion and the 2014 acquisition of
WhatsApp for $19 billion are being cited as
attempts to illegallyeliminatecompetition.
TheFTChasalsoaccusedFacebookof im-

posing“anti-competitiveconditionsonsoft-
ware developers”. It says Facebook’s prac-
tices have harmed competition and left
“consumerswith few choices for personal
socialnetworking, anddeprivesadvertisers
of thebenefitsof competition.”
ThelawsuitciteshowFacebookrestricted

its “third-party softwaredevelopers’ access

tovaluableinterconnectionstoitsplatform”
by exercising strict control over its applica-
tionprogramming interfacesorAPIs.
It gives the example of Twitter’s short

video app Vine, which was introduced in
2013. Facebook shut down API access for
Vine,effectivelyrestrictingitsabilitytogrow.
Facebook'smonopoly over socialmedia

has resulted in “staggering profits” for the
company, the lawsuit says.

AndwhatdoestheFTCwant?
The lawsuit seeks“divestituresof assets,

including Instagram andWhatsApp”. So if
the FTCwins, Facebookmight be forced to
sell InstagramandWhatsApp,twoproducts
thataremoreappealingtoyoungerusersand
in new geographies, and are therefore cru-
cial todriving thecompany'sgrowth.
TheFTCalsowantsto“prohibitFacebook

from imposing anti-competitive conditions
on software developers”. This means
Facebookwillhave to “seekpriornoticeand
approvalforfuturemergersandacquisitions”.

Whatdoesthe lawsuitsayspecifically
aboutFacebook’sacquisitionof
InstagramandWhatsApp?
TheFTChasnotedthattheacquisitionof

Instagramcameat a timewhenuserswere
switching “from desktop computers to
smartphones”and“increasinglyembracing
photo-sharing”.

“Facebook executives, including CEO
Mark Zuckerberg, quickly recognized that
Instagramwas… an existential threat to
Facebook’s monopoly power.” And when
Facebook was not able to compete with
Instagram, it “ultimately chose to buy” the
apptoeliminate the threat.
WithWhatsApp,Facebookdidthesame,

theFTCsays.WhenitrealisedthatWhatsApp
was“clearglobal ‘categoryleader’ inmobile
messaging,” itboughtout thecompetition.
Accordingtothecomplaint,Facebookac-

quiringWhatsApp alsomeant that “any fu-
ture threat will have amore difficult time
gainingscaleinmobilemessaging”.Thishas
largelybeentrue.WhatsAppdominatesthe
mobilemessaging space, and currently has
over2billionusersglobally;more than400
million in India alone. No othermessaging
app comes even close, except perhaps
Facebook’sownMessenger.
The accusation about Zuckerberg seek-

ing to buy out competitors isn't neweither.
WhenarisingSnapchatwasseenasapoten-
tial competitor to Facebook, the company
made an unsuccessful attempt to buy it.
Later, itcopiedSnapchat’smostpopularfea-
ture Stories in Instagram, followed by
FacebookandWhatsApp.Instagramnowhas
more than a billion users; Snapchat has
around250milliondailyactiveusers.

ButFTChadapprovedtheInstagramand

WhatsAppdeals.
Yes – but it says its “action challenges

more than just the acquisitions”. It is “chal-
lenging amulti-year courseof conduct that
constitutedmonopolizationof thepersonal
socialnetworkingmarket”.
The FTC also says that it can – and often

does – challenge approved transactions
whentheyviolate the law.

HowhasFacebookresponded?
JenniferNewstead,Facebook’svice-pres-

identandgeneralcounsel,hascalledthelaw-
suits “revisionisthistory.”Thecompanyhas
said it is not true that it hasnocompetition,
and named “Apple, Google, Twitter, Snap,
Amazon,TikTokandMicrosoft”.Thelawsuits
ignore the fact that users can and domove
often tocompetingapps, ithas said.
Facebookhasalsoquestionedthe“attack”

on its acquisitions, and recalled that the FTC
had cleared the Instagramdeal after an in-
depthreview.TheWhatsApptransactionhad
beenreviewedbytheEuropeanUnionaswell.
“Regulators correctly allowed thesedeals

tomoveforwardbecausetheydidnotthreaten
competition. Now,many years later, with
seeminglynoregardforsettledlaworthecon-
sequences to innovationand investment, the
agencyissayingitgotitwrongandwantsado-
over,”Newsteadhassaidintheblogpost.
According to Facebook, this is not how

“antitrust laws are supposed towork”. The
blog post points out that two FTC commis-
sioners hadvoted against bringing the law-
suit,which signals that “no salewill everbe
final, nomatter the resulting harm to con-
sumersorthechillingeffectoninnovation.”
The post notes that “questions are being

askedabout“bigtech”andwhetherFacebook
anditscompetitorsaremakingtherightdeci-
sions around things like elections, harmful
contentandprivacy”.(Googletooisfacingan
antitrustsuitfromtheUSJusticeDepartment.)
It says that Facebook has taken steps to ad-
dress these issues – and that “none of these
issues are antitrust concerns, and the FTC’s
casewoulddonothingtoaddressthem.”
AccordingtoFacebook,“Thosehardchal-

lengesarebest solvedbyupdating therules
of the Internet.”
Regarding the API restrictions, Facebook

arguesthatitisallowedtochooseitsbusiness
partners.YouTube,Twitter,andWeChathave
donewelldespite theseAPIpolicies, it says.
“The evidencewill show that Facebook,

InstagramandWhatsApp belong together,
competingonthemeritswithgreatproducts.”
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KHUSHBOONARAYAN
MUMBAI,DECEMBER11

ONNOVEMBER22,theSupremeCourtup-
heldanAllahabadHighCourt order grant-
ingimmunityfrominvestigationandpros-
ecutionifonedeclaredillegalacquisitionor
possession of exotic wildlife species be-
tweenJuneandDecember.Thiswasunder
anewamnesty schemeannouncedby the
Centre. TheHighCourthadsaid thatwho-
everdeclaresthestockofexoticspeciesand
submits to registrationunder theamnesty
scheme,“shallhaveimmunityfromanyin-
quiry into the source of licit acquisition or
possessionofthevoluntarilydeclaredstock
of exotic species”.

What is thegovernment'svoluntary
disclosurescheme?
TheMinistryofEnvironment,Forestand

Climate Change (MoEFCC) has come out
with an advisory on a one-time voluntary

disclosure scheme that allows owners of
exotic live species thathavebeenacquired
illegally, orwithout documents, to declare
theirstocktothegovernmentbetweenJune
andDecember2020.Withthisscheme,the
governmentaimstoaddress thechallenge
of zoonoticdiseases, developan inventory
of exotic live species forbetter compliance
under the Convention on International
TradeinEndangeredSpeciesofWildFauna
andFlora(CITES),andregulatetheirimport.
In its current form, however, the amnesty
scheme is justanadvisory,nota law.

Whatkindofexoticwildlifearecovered?
The advisory has defined exotic live

species as animals named under the
Appendices I, II and III of the CITES. It does
not include species from the Schedules of
theWild Life (Protection) Act 1972. So, a
plain reading of the advisory excludes ex-
oticbirds fromtheamnestyscheme.
CITESisaninternationalagreementbe-

tweengovernmentstoensurethatinterna-

tionaltradeinwildanimals,birdsandplants
does not endanger them. India is amem-
ber.AppendicesI, IIandIIIofCITESlist5,950
speciesasprotectedagainstover-exploita-
tion through international trade. Many of
these animals, such as iguanas, lemurs,

civets, albinomonkeys, coral snakes, tor-
toises, arepopularasexoticpets in India.

What is theprocess fordisclosure
underthescheme?
The disclosure has to be done online

through MoEFCC’s Parivesh portal. The
ownerof theanimal(s)willhavetodeclare
thestockason January1,2020to theChief
WildlifeWarden(CWLW)oftheconcerned
state or Union Territory. This will be fol-
lowedbyaphysical verificationof theani-
mals. The CWLWwill have to issue an on-
line certificate of possession of exotic live
specieswithinsixmonthsof thedateof the
voluntarydisclosure.Aftertheregistration,
it ismandatory for the owner to allow the
CWLWwithfreeaccesstotheexoticspecies
declaredonanyday forverification.
Apart fromthis, theCWLWhastobein-

formedaboutanynewacquisition,deathor
change inpossessionof theanimalswithin
30 days. The scheme has also specified
guidelines for surrenderof suchanimals to
a recognised zoo. Theownerwill alsohave
toprovidethedetailsofthespeciesacquired,
theirnumbers,andtheaddressof thefacil-
itywheretheyarehoused.

Howbigaproblemis illegal tradeof

exoticanimals in India?
TheDirectorateofRevenueIntelligence

(DRI),whichenforcesanti-smugglinglaws,
says India has emerged as a big demand
centre forexoticbirdsandanimalswithan
increase in smuggling of endangered
species from different parts of theworld.
Most of this exotic wildlife is imported
through Illegal channels and then sold in
thedomesticmarketaspets.
“The long international border and air

routesareusedtosourceconsignmentsfrom
Bangkok,Malaysiaandothertoptouristdes-
tinations in SouthEastAsia, aswell as from
EuropefromwheretheyaresenttoKolkata,
Chennai, Hyderabad, Delhi, Bangalore,
Mumbai, Cochin," said theDRI in its 2019-
2020annual report. In the lastoneyear, the
DRIhasseizedblack-and-whiteruffedlemur
endemic toMadagascar, the endangered
hoolockgibbonandpalmcivet,albinomon-
keys, crocodiles, pygmy falcons, kookabur-
ras, scarletmacaws, aracaris amongseveral
others, theannualreportsaid.

Antitrust suit against Facebook
SIMPLYPUTQUESTION&ANSWER

TheUSgovernmentand48statesandterritorieshavesuedFacebookfor illegallycrushingcompetition,
andareseekingtobreakupthecompanybyoverturningitsacquisitionsof InstagramandWhatsApp.

ANURADHAMASCARENHAS
PUNE,DECEMBER11

A NOT very common type of malaria,
Plasmodium ovale, has been identified in a
jawaninKerala.Thesoldierisbelievedtohave
contracteditduringhispostinginSudan,from
where he returned nearly a year ago, and
wherePlasmodiumovale isendemic.

Typesofmalaria
Malariaiscausedbythebiteof thefemale

Anophelesmosquito, if themosquito itself is
infectedwithamalarialparasite.Therearefive
kindsofmalarialparasites—Plasmodiumfal-
ciparum, Plasmodiumvivax (the commonest
ones),Plasmodiummalariae,Plasmodiumovale
andPlasmodiumknowlesi.Therefore,tosaythat
someonehascontractedthePlasmodiumovale
type ofmalariameans that the person has
beeninfectedbythatparticularparasite.
In India, out of 1.57 lakhmalaria cases in

thehigh-burdenstatesofOdisha,Chhattisgarh,
Jharkhand,Meghalaya andMadhyaPradesh
in2019,1.1 lakhcases (70%)werecasesof fal-
ciparummalaria, accordingtoastatementby

theHealthMinistry onDecember2. In2018,
theNational Vector-borneDisease Control
Programme(NVBDCP)estimatedthatapprox-
imately 5 lakhpeople suffered frommalaria
(63%were of Plasmodium falciparum); re-
searcherswritingintheMalariaJournalofBMC
felt thenumbers couldbeanunderestimate.
The recentWorldMalaria Report 2020 said
cases in Indiadroppedfromabout20million
in2000toabout5.6millionin2019.

Plasmodiumovale
ScientistssaidPovalerarelycausessevere

illnessandthereisnoneedforpanicbecause
ofthecasedetectedinKerala.DrVSChauhan,
emeritusprofessorattheInternationalCentre
for Genetic Engineering andBiotechnology,
NewDelhi, saidPovale is verysimilar toPvi-
vax,which isnotakiller form.Symptoms in-
clude fever for48hours ,headacheandnau-
sea, and the treatmentmodality is the same
asitisforapersoninfectedwithPvivax.Povale
is nomoredangerous thangettingaviral in-
fection,hesaid.
Itistermedovaleasabout20%ofthepara-

sitised cells are oval in shape.Distinguishing
betweenPvivaxandPovalemaybetricky,Dr

Chauhan said, but a good-quality lab should
beabletodifferentiatebetweenthetwo.

Cases in India
According to scientists at the National

Institute of Malaria Research (NIMR), the
Keralacasecouldbeanisolatedoneandthere
arenorecordedcasesof localtransmissionso
far.Previously,too,isolatedcaseswerereported
inGujarat,Kolkata,OdishaandDelhi.However,
no local transmission has been recorded—
whichmeansthesecaseshavebeenacquired.
The jawan had returned to India from

SudaninJanuarythisyearandwasinDelhi.A
monthago,hewenttoKeralaandshortlyafter,
hebeganexperiencingfeverandothersymp-
toms.After Covid-19 tests returnednegative,
hewastestedformalaria.
“Andon the slide,we could see thepara-

siteinsidetheredbloodcellsample.InKerala,
weusuallyseemalariatypeslikePlasmodium
falciparumandPlasmodiumvivax.Sowedida
rapidantigen test todetect the strainandwe
foundthatitwasnegativeforbothtypes.When
we investigated further,we diagnosed it as
Plasmodiumovale,”saidDrRajeevan,medical
superintendent at the district hospital in

Kannurwherethejawanwastreated.
DrRajeevansaiditwaspossibleforthepar-

asite to remain in the spleen or liver of the
bodyforalongtime,evenyears,afterthemos-
quito bite, and the person could become
symptomatic later.

Africa andelsewhere
P ovalemalaria is endemic to tropical

WesternAfrica.AccordingtoscientistsatNIMR,
Povale is relativelyunusual outsideof Africa
and,where found, comprises less than1%of
the isolates. It has also beendetected in the
Philippines,IndonesiaandPapuaNewGuinea,
butisstillrelativelyrateintheseareas.
In a 2016 study on the China-Myanmar

border, itwasfoundthatPovaleandPmalar-
iaeoccurredatverylowprevalence,butwere
oftenmisidentified. In another study, car-
riedout inChina’s JiangsuProvince, indige-
nousmalaria cases decreased significantly
over 2011-14, but imported cases of P ovale
and Pmalariae had increased, andwere of-
tenmisdiagnosed.
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Plasmodium ovale & other types of malaria
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Facebookacquired Instagramin2012andWhatsAppin2014. Reuters/File

Declare exotic pets, avoid prosecution: how one-time schemeworks

A civet rescued in
Delhi.Civetsare
soughtafterasexotic
pets.ExpressArchive
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USA

Rareexecution
amidpresidential
transitioninUS
THE TRUMP administra-
tionThursday carriedout
itsninthfederalexecution
of the year in what has
beenafirstseriesofexecu-
tionsduringapresidential
lame-duck period in 130
years, putting to death a
Texasstreet-gangmember
intheslayingsofareligious
couple over twodecades
ago.Fourmorefederalex-
ecutions, including one
Friday, are planned in the
weeks before President-
electJoeBiden’sinaugura-
tion. Onewas carried out
inlateNovember.Thecase
of BrandonBernard,who
receiveda lethal injection
at a US prison in Terre
Haute, Indiana,wasa rare
executionofapersonwho
was inhis teenswhenhis
crime was committed.
Severalhigh-profilefigures
hadappealedtoTrumpto
stoptheexecution.AP

BrandonBernard

TOPOFTHE
WORLD

NETHERLANDS

Hezbollahman
getslife inHariri
assassination
A UN-BACKED tribunal
sentenced a member of
the Hezbollah militant
grouptolifeimprisonment
Fridayforhis involvement
in the2005assassination
of former Lebanese PM
RafikHariri.Thedefendant,
SalimAyyash, has never
beenarrestedandwasnot
in court at the Special
Tribunal for Friday’s sen-
tencinghearing.Thetribu-
nalconvictedAyyashofbe-
ingaco-perpetratorinthe
truckbombinginBeirutin
2005.Thehugeblastkilled
Haririand21others.AP

ETHIOPIA

Refugeeswho
fledTigray
broughtback
INAdevelopmenttheUN
calls“disturbing,”Ethiopia
onFriday said it is return-
ing thousandsof refugees
whoranfromcampsinits
Tigrayregionaswarswept
through, putting themon
buses back to the border
areawithEritrea,thecoun-
try the refugeesoriginally
fled.Thenewscameasthe
USsaiditbelievesEritrean
troops are active in
Ethiopia,which it called a
“gravedevelopment”.AP

JANMOLSEN
COPENHAGEN,DECEMBER11

SOUTH KOREAN director Kim
Ki-duk, who has won the top
award at the Venice Film
Festival in 2012, has died in
Latvia. Hewas 59.
The Baltic News Service

citedLatvia-basedRussiandoc-
umentary filmmaker Vitaly
Mansky, president of an inter-
nationaldocumentary filmfes-
tival inRiga, as sayingKimdied
after falling ill with Covid-19.
Mansky was not immediately
reachable for comment.
Kim’s death was indirectly

confirmed by the Foreign
Ministry in Seoul, which said
that a “South Korean male in
his 50s died while being
treated forCovid-19atahospi-
tal in Latvia during the early
hours of Dec 11 local time.” It
declined to identify the direc-
tor due to privacy concerns.

Kim came to Latvia on Nov.
20 in order to buy a house in
Jurmala, the country’s seaside
resort near Riga, the capital,
and apply for a residence per-
mit, the Lithuanian public

broadcaster said.
Kimwonthetopprizeat the

Venice Film Festival with his
2012 film Pieta, a brutal
mother-and-sontaleof revenge
and redemption. He also won

prizes for best director at festi-
vals in Venice and Berlin, and
secured another award at the
2011 Cannes festival for his
movieArirang.
Whilehismoviesoftengar-

nered critical acclaim, many
moviegoers, especiallywomen,
considered themtobedisturb-
ing because of excessive vio-
lence and depictions of rape
and castration.
Kimhas facedallegationsat

home of hitting an actress and
trying to force her into shoot-
ing off-script sexual scenes
while making a movie. He has
vaguelydenied theallegations,
saying therehadbeenamisun-
derstanding, although he ac-
knowledged hemight have hit
the actress while instructing
her in acting.
Theactressdroppedoutand

themovie,Moebius, a dark and
violent story about an es-
tranged family, was finished
with a replacement.

Kim was fined 5 million
won ($4,570) over assault
charges in 2018. But prosecu-
tors eventually decided not to
pursuechargesof sexualabuse
against him, citing insufficient
evidence.
Kim’s career inSouthKorea

effectivelyended in2017-18af-
ter three actresses made new
accusations on investigative
news show “PD’s Notebook”,
whichwasbroadcastonKorean
public broadcaster MBC. Kim
later launched criminal and
civil suits againstMBC and the
originalMoebiusactress, accus-
ing themofdefamation,buthis
claims were dismissed in
courts.
The South Korean Foreign

Ministry said its embassy in
Riga was contacting theman’s
family and offering help in ar-
ranginga funeral. Theministry
said it cannot release specific
details about the man to any-
onewho isn’t family.AP

THE SOUTH KOREAN FILMMAKER HAD FALLEN ILL WITH COVID-19

Award-winning director Kim Ki-Duk dies at 59

Kimwonthetopprizeat theVeniceFilmFestivalwithhis
2012filmPieta.Healsowonprizes forbestdirectorat
festivals inVeniceandBerlin,andsecuredanotherawardat
the2011Cannes festival forhismovieArirang.AP

GABRIELABACZYNSKA
&GUYFAULCONBRIDGE
BRUSSELS, LONDON,DEC11

BRITAIN ISmore likely to leave
the European Union’s orbit on
Dec31withoutatradedealthan
withanagreement,anEUofficial
quotedtheheadoftheEuropean
Commissionas telling thebloc’s
27national leadersonFriday.
Britainquit theEUin January

butremainsaninformalmember
untilDecember31—theendofa
transitionperiodduringwhichit
has remained in the EU single
marketandcustomsunion.
Both sides say theywant to

agree arrangements to cover
nearly $1 trillion inannual trade,
but talks are deadlocked and
British Prime Minister Boris
Johnson said on Thursday there
was “a strong possibility” an
agreementwouldnotbeclinched.
“Theprobability of a nodeal

ishigherthanthatofadeal,”the
EU official, speaking on condi-
tion of anonymity, quoted
EuropeanCommissionPresident
Ursula von der Leyen as saying
duringanEUsummitinBrussels.
Johnson and von der Leyen

have given negotiators until
Sundayeveningtobreaktheim-

passeover fishing rights andal-
lowingBritain to bepunished if
inthefutureitdivergedfromthe
bloc’s rules.
“Situation is difficult. Main

obstaclesremain,”theEUofficial
saidofvonderLeyen’smessage.
“To be seen by Sundaywhether
adeal ispossible.”
Sterling tumbled, stocks fell

and implied volatility surged as
investors started to price in the
riskofachaoticfinaletothefive-
yearBrexit crisis. Thepound fell
0.8%againstthedollarto$1.3190
before recoveringsomewhat.
Ano-tradedeal Brexitwould

damagetheeconomiesofnorth-
ern Europe, send shockwaves
through financialmarkets, snarl
borders and sowchaos through
thedelicate supplychainswhich
stretchacrossEuropeandbeyond.
While some EU diplomats

have cast Johnson’s rhetoric as
theatricsintendedtowrenchout
a deal and please his domestic
Brexitsupporters,Britishofficials
say London cannot accept the
EU’s demands and caution that
ano-deal exit ison thecards.
British Culture Secretary

Oliver Dowden said there was
stillachanceofanagreementbut
noBritishleadercouldacceptthe
EU’sdemands.REUTERS

REUTERS&PTI
NEWYORK,DECEMBER11

USPRESIDENT-ELECT JoeBiden
andVicePresident-electKamala
Harriswere jointlynamed Time
magazine’s 2020 “Person of the
Year”onThursday, chosen from
alistof finaliststhatincludedthe
man Biden vanquished at the
polls—PresidentDonaldTrump.
TheDemocratic former vice

presidentandhisrunningmate,a
Californiasenatorwhoseelection
brokegender and racial barriers,
together“offeredrestorationand
renewal in a single ticket”, Time
saidinaprofileof thepair.
Following themost tumul-

tuousUSpresidential campaign
inmodern times, waged in the
throesofadeadlypandemic,eco-
nomic devastation and a strife-
torn national reckoning with
racism,BidenandHarrisprevailed
inanelectionthatdrewthehigh-
estvoterturnoutinacentury.
Timeeditor-in-chiefandCEO

Edward Felsenthal credited the
victors with succeeding in “an
existentialdebateoverwhat re-
alitywe inhabit.”
Meanwhile, Indian-American

RahulDubey,whohadopenedthe
doorsofhisWashingtonDChome
toover70peopledemonstrating
againstthekillingofGeorgeFloyd,
has been hailed among the
“Heroesof2020”byTime,honour-
ing thosewho “went above and
beyondthecallofduty”thisyear.

ARGENTINA CLOSER TO LEGAL ABORTION
PeoplecelebratethepassingoftheBilltolegaliseabortion,inBuenosAires,Argentina,onFriday.
LawmakersinArgentina’sLowerHouseonFridaypassedaBillthatwouldlegaliseelective
abortionstothe14thweekofpregnancy,aproposalfromPresidentAlbertoFernándezin
responsetolong-soughtdemandsfromactivistsinthehomelandofPopeFrancis.TheBillstill
needsapprovalfromthecountry’sSenateinadebateexpectedbeforetheendoftheyear.Reuters

VIVIANWANG
HONGKONG,DECEMBER11

JIMMYLAI, a publishing tycoon
and a prominent critic of the
Chinese Communist Party,was
chargedwithcolludingwith for-
eignforcesunderHongKong’sna-
tionalsecuritylaw,thepolicesaid
onFriday,asBeijingintensifiedits
effortstosmotherthecity’sfalter-
ingpro-democracymovement.
Lai is themost high-profile

persontobeformallychargedun-
derthesecuritylaw.If convicted,
hecouldfaceuptolife inprison.
Lai, 73, was arrested in

Augustonsuspicionofviolating
the sweeping security law,
whichBeijingimposedonHong
Kong in June. The police also
raided the headquarters of Lai’s
newspaper, Apple Daily, one of

the last remaining anti-Beijing
publications in thecity.
Laihaspushedothercountries

topunishChina for its erosionof
freedomsinHongKong.Hetrav-
elledtotheUSlastyeartomeetof-
ficials including Vice President
MikePenceandSecretaryofState
MikePompeo.Andhehas called
forsanctionsonChineseofficials.
It isnotclearwhat thepolice

say he did specifically to violate
thesecurity law. NYT

KATEABNETT
BRUSSELS,DECEMBER11

EUROPEAN UNION countries
agreed a new climate change
targetforthebloconFridayafter
haggling through the night in
Brussels, pulling the political
trigger on a policy revamp to
makeeverysectorgreener.
Leaders of the 27 member

states agreed to cut their net
greenhouse gas emissions by at
least 55% from 1990 levels by
2030, substantially toughening
anexisting40%target.

The EUwants to reach “net
zero” emissions by 2050, a
deadline that scientists say the
world must meet to avert the
most catastrophic impacts of
climate change.
European Council President

CharlesMichel,whochairedthe
talks, called theEUthe leader in
thefightagainstclimatechange,
and said the target had been
hard-fought,butwas“credible”.
European Commission

President Ursula von der Leyen
said it would put the bloc “on a
clearpathtowardsclimateneu-
tralityin2050”.TheEUwillpres-

ent its target at a UN global vir-
tual summitonSaturday.
The proposals will speed a

shift toelectricvehiclesandaim
tomobilise investments in the
huge low-carbon infrastructure
that will now be needed — in-
cluding a requirement for extra
energy sector investments of
350billioneuros($420billion)a
year thisdecade.
The“at least55%”target isas

good as final, butwill need ap-
proval from the European
Parliament, which supports a
more ambitious 60% cut.

REUTERS

Sydney: Australia cancelled the
productionofalocallymadevac-
cineagainstCovid-19aftertrials
showed it could interfere with
HIVdiagnosis,with thegovern-
mentinsteadsecuringadditional
dosesof rivalvaccines.
Antibodies generatedby the

vaccine beingdevelopedby the
University of Queensland and
biotechfirmCSL,oneoffourcandi-
datescontractedbytheAustralian

government,werefoundtoleadto
somefalsepositiveHIVtestresults,
themakerssaid.
Whilethevaccinehadelicited

a“robust”immuneresponsetothe
novelSARS-COV-2virusinaPhase
1trialwith216participants,re-en-
gineeringafixcouldtakeanother
12months,theysaid.CSLandthe
Australian government had to-
getherdecidedtostopPhase2and
Phase3trials.REUTERS

LALITKJHA
WASHINGTON,DECEMBER11

RAJA JON Vurputoor Chari, an
Indian-American US Air Force
colonel, isamong18astronauts,
half of themwomen,who have
been selected by NASA for its
ambitious mannedmission to
theMoonandbeyond.
The modern lunar explo-

rationprogrammewill land the
first woman and next man on
theMoon in2024andestablish
asustainablehumanlunarpres-
ence by the end of the decade,
theAmericanspaceagencysaid.
NASAonWednesdaynamed

the18astronautswhowill train
for its Artemis moon-landing
programme.
Chari,43,agraduateoftheUS

Air Force Academy,
Massachusetts Institute of
Technology (MIT) andUSNaval
Test Pilot School, is the only
Indian-American in the list.
Hewas selected byNASA to

join the 2017 Astronaut

CandidateClass.
He reported for duty in

August 2017 and having com-
pleted the initial astronaut can-
didatetrainingisnoweligiblefor
amissionassignment.
“My fellowAmericans, I give

youtheheroesof the futurewho
willcarryusbacktotheMoonand
beyond:theArtemisGeneration,”
VicePresidentMikePencesaidat
NASA’sKennedySpaceCentre in
FloridaonWednesday.
“It really is amazing to think

that the nextman and the first

womanontheMoonareamong
thenamesthatwejustread...We
startedtodayreflectingonagreat
hero of the past. The Artemis
Generation are the heroes of
American space exploration in
thefuture,”Pencesaidafterhein-
troduced the members of the
Artemis Teamduring the eighth
NationalSpaceCouncilmeeting.
NASA will announce flight

assignmentsforastronautslater,
pulling from the Artemis Team.
AdditionalArtemisTeammem-
bers, including international
partnerastronauts,will jointhis
group, asneeded.
The selected astronautswill

helpNASAprepare for thecom-
ingArtemismissions,whichbe-
gin next yearworkingwith the
agency’scommercialpartnersas
they develop human landing
systems; assisting in the devel-
opment of training; defining
hardware requirements; and
consultingontechnicaldevelop-
ment. They alsowill engage the
public and industry on NASA’s
explorationplans.PTI

EuropeanCommissionPresidentUrsulavonderLeyenin
BrusselsFriday.Reuters

Biden, Harris jointly
named Time’s
‘Person of the Year’
US-Indianamong ‘Heroesof 2020’

Indian-American among 18 in
NASA’s manned Moon mission

Raja JonVurputoorChari isa
USAirForcecolonel

THEWEALTHIERna-
tionsofWestern
Europeandtherela-
tivelypoorer,morecon-
servativenationsof
EasternEuropehaveclashed
repeatedlyintheEUregarding
variousreformsandbudgeting
decisions.Duringthediscus-
sionsondecidingthe2030
emissionstarget,Eastern
Europeancountries,particlarly

Poland,heldoutfor
guaranteesofmore
fundingforpoorer
countriesandGDP-
basedemissiontargets

forindividualnations.Despite
allthedifferences,thetargetof
55%emissionscutby2030was
reachedaftercompromises
frombothsides,althoughac-
tivistshadcalledforamore
ambitiousgoal.

DealovercomesEU’sEast-Westdivide

JimmyLai

Hong Kong media mogul
Jimmy Lai charged under
national security law

ASTRAZENECAWILLstartclinical
trials to test a combinationof its
experimental Covid-19 vaccine
withRussia’sSputnikVshotaimed
at boosting the efficacy of the
British drugmaker’s vaccine,
Russia’s sovereignwealth fund
saidonFriday. Trialswill start by
the end of the year and Russia
wantsto jointlyproducethenew
vaccine if it is proven tobeeffec-
tive, said the RDIFwealth fund,
whichfundedSputnikV.

AstraZeneca said itwas con-
sideringhowitcouldassesscom-
binations of different vaccines,
andwouldsoonbeginexploring
withRussia’sGamaleyaInstitute,
which developed Sputnik V,
whether two common cold
virus-based vaccines could be
successfullycombined.Itdidnot
give furtherdetails.However, its
Russianarmsaiditwouldstartto
enrol adults aged 18 years and
older tothetrial.REUTERS

THENEWYORKTIMES
DECEMBER11

PFIZER’S COVID-19 vaccine
passed a critical milestone on
Thursday when a panel of ex-
perts formally recommended
that the US Food and Drug
Administration authorise the
vaccine.Theagencyisaimingto
issue the authorisation by
Fridayevening (local time), de-
ciding tomove faster afterhav-
ingoriginallyplannedtofinalise
themoveonSaturday.
Healthcareworkersandnurs-

inghomeresidentswillbefirston
theprioritylisttobeginreceiving
thefirstshotsearlynextweek.
The FDA’s vaccine advisory

panel, composed of independ-
ent scientific experts, infectious
diseasedoctorsandstatisticians,
votedinfavourofemergencyau-
thorisation for people 16 and
older.AlthoughtheFDAdoesnot
have to follow the advice of its
advisorypanel, itusuallydoes.
Withthisformalblessing,the

nationmayfinallybegintoslow
thespreadof thevirusjustasin-
fectionsanddeathssurge,reach-

ing a recordofmore than3,000
dailydeathsonWednesday.
The FDA’s decision tomove

faster in approving the vaccine
comesafterUSPresidentDonald
Trump lashedout at the agency
inatweetonFridaymorning,at-
tackingtheitscommissioner,Dr
StephenMHahnfornotapprov-
ingaCovid-19vaccine faster.
The initial shipment of 6.4

million doses will leave ware-
houseswithin24hoursofbeing
clearedby theFDA,according to
federal officials. About half of
those doseswill be sent across

the country, and the other half
willbereservedfortheinitialre-
cipients to receive their second
doseaboutthreeweeks later.

FDA panel clears Pfizer vaccine, US
could start getting shots nextweek

European leaders clinch deal on tougher 2030 climate goal

Healthworkers,nursinghomeresidents1stonpriority list

AmanreceivesaPfizerCovid-
19vaccineshotinLondonon
Tuesday.Britain,Bahrainand
Canadahavealready
authorisedthevaccine.Reuters

Australia stops vaccine trials
due to false HIV positives

AstraZeneca to test combining
its vaccine with Russian shot

EU chief: No-deal
Brexit is now the
most likely outcome

Paris: Sanofi and
GlaxoSmithKlinesaidclinical
trialsoftheirCovid-19vaccine
showed an insufficient im-
mune response inolderpeo-
ple,delayingitslaunchtolate
next year andmarking a set-
backintheglobalfightagainst
thepandemic.Theannounce-
mentonFridayhindersefforts
to develop themultiple op-
tions that experts say the
world needs to counter the
pandemic. Thenews is alsoa
blow formanygovernments
that havebookedmillions of
dosesoftheshot.Thecompa-
niessaidtheyplannedtostart
another studynext February,
hoping to come up with a
moreeffectivevaccinebythe
endof2021.REUTERS

Sanofi, GSK to
delay vaccine
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( )JOINT REGISTRAR MMDate: 12th December, 2020

INDIAN INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY BOMBAY
MATERIALS MANAGEMENT DIVISION

Applications are invited from Indian manufacturers/local suppliers for
listed itemsmanufactured in India strictly as per PPP-MII Order dated 4th
June 2020. List of equipments/items is published on IIT Bombaywebsite
and CPPP Portal. Interested bidders are requested to submit their
applications on or before 1st January, 2021 till 1.00 pm at Materials
Management Division, Ground Floor, Main Building, IIT Bombay, Powai -
400076.
Details at www.iitb.ac.in/en/tenders For other inquiries please contact
to Joint Registrar (MM), Ph.022-25768800, e-mail : drmm@iitb.ac.in

Advt.No.: MMD-04/20-21
Expression of Interest-02/2020-21

Powai, Mumbai - 400 076

BLIC SU CP HY OM OR LA

TRUTH IS GOD
SHANKAR VIHAR

GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA
OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER

JEYPORE (R&B) CIRCLE, JEYPORE

INVITATIONS FOR BIDS (IFB)
Bid Identification No. S.E.J.C (R&B)-14/2020-21

No. 5070 Date. 09.12.2020

Further details can be seen from the e-procurement portal
https://tendersodisha.gov.in Any addendum/corrigendum/cancellation
of tender can also be seen in the said website only.

Sd/-
Superintending Engineer Jeypore

(R&B) Circle, Jeypore
OIPR- 34108/11/0012/2021

B-507

1. Name of the Work : BUILDING WORKS.
2. Total No. of Works : 02 (Two) Nos.
3. Estimated cost : Rs. 351.86 Lakhs to 355.84 Lakhs.
4. Period completion : 09(Nine) Months Each.
5. Bid Cost : Rs. 10,000/-
6. Class of Contractor : “A” & ‘Special’ Class.
7. Date & time of availability of

bid document in the portal
: From 10.00 hours of 18.12.2020

to
17.00 hours of 01.01.2021

8. Last date/Time for receipt of
bids in the portal

: 17.00 hours of 01.01.2021

9. Opening date of Bid : 10.00 hours of 02.01.2021
10. Name and address of the

Officer Inviting Bid
: Superintending Engineer Jeypore

(R&B) Circle, Jeypore

DIPR/4623/TENDER/2020

STATE INDUSTRIES PROMOTION CORPORATION OF TAMILNADU LIMITED (SIPCOT)
(Government of Tamilnadu Undertaking)

INVITATION FOR BIDS
ReTender Notice NIT.No.97/CW/DO/T.No.101/2020-21 Dt.:10.12.2020
Sealed tenders are invited from bidders under “Two Cover System” for Hiring of Water Tanker
Lorries for SIPCOT Industrial Parks/ Growth Centres at Irungattukottai, Oragadam, Pillaipakam,
Sriperumbudur and Vallam Vadagal. The details of the tenders are as follows:

SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER

1 Tender Inviting
Authority

The Managing Director, SIPCOT, Ltd., 19-A, Rukmani Lakshmipathy Road,
Egmore, Chennai -600 008.

2 Name of the Work Hiring of Water Tanker Lorries of 9000 Litres and 6000 Litres Capacity
on Contract Basis for Three Years for SIPCOT Industrial Parks/ Growth
Centres at Irungattukottai, Oragadam, Pillaipakam, Sriperumbudur and
Vallam Vadagal

3 Purchase of tender
documents

Tenderdocument canbeobtained fromSE, SIPCOTHeadOffice,Chennai-08at
free of cost from12.12.2020 to 19.12.2020 upto 3.00 P.M. Tender documents
will not be sent by Post.
Alternatively, the tender schedules can be downloaded from theGovernment
website and SIPCOTwebsitewww.tenders.tn.gov.in at free of cost.

4 Earnest Money
Deposit

Rs.10,000 /- per vehicle in the form of Demand Draft drawn in favour of
SIPCOT Ltd., payable at Chennai (In the tenderer’s name only)

5 Last date and time
for submission of bid
documents

21.12.2020 upto 3.00 P.M. at the above mentioned address in Sl. No .(1)

6 Venue, Date and time
of opening of bids 21.12.2020 at 3.30 P.M. at the above mentioned address in Sl. No. (1)

NATIONALCENTRE FOR RADIO ASTROPHYSICS
Tata Institute of Fundamental Research (NCRA-TIFR) Pune 411 007

Joint Entrance Screening Test for admission to Ph.D/Integrated Ph.D
programme in Physics/Theoretical Computer Science/Neuroscience in one
of the following participating institutes.

JEST 2021

ARIES Nainital, Bose Institute Kolkata, ICTS Bangalore, IIABangalore, IISc
Bangalore, IISERs at Berhampur, Bhopal, Kolkata, Mohali, Pune,
Thiruvanathapuram and Tirupathi, IIST Thiruvananthapuram, IUCAA Pune,
JNCASR Bangalore, NBRC Gurgaon, NCRA-TIFR Pune, PRLAhmedabad,
RRI Bangalore, SNBNCBS Kolkata, TIFR Mumbai, TIFR-TCIS Hyderabad,
UGC-DAE-CSR Indore and the Constituent Institutes of HBNI, Mumbai, HRI
Allahabad, IGCAR Kalpakkam, IMSc Chennai, IOP Bhubaneswar, IPR
Gandhinagar, NISER Bhubaneswar, RRCAT Indore, SINP Kolkata and
VECC Kolkata.
Broad eligibility criteria: B.Sc (physics/mathematics) for M.Sc. and
Integrated Ph.D; M.Sc (physics/applied physics) for regular Ph.D; B.E, B.
Tech and M. Tech degrees are also accepted for regular Ph.D in some
participating institutes, which have their specific eligibility criteria.
To apply and obtain more information visit http://www.jest.org.in

Online application: January 11, to February 14, 2021 ;
Date of Examination: 10: 00 AM, April 11, 2021

IYF¹FFÊÕX¹F ¸Fb£¹F d¨FdIY°ÀFF E½Fa À½FFÀ±¹F Ad²FIYFSXe
dªFÕXF-SXFªF³FFaQ¦FF½F (LX.¦F.)

IiY¸FFaIY/ÀMXûSX/d½FÄFd´°F/2020/3786 SXFªF³FFaQ¦FF½F, dQ³FFaIY 10-12-2020

¸Fb£¹F d¨FdIY°ÀFF E½Fa À½FFÀ±¹F Ad²FIYFSXe, dªFÕXF SXFªF³FFaQ¦FF½F IYe AûSX ÀFZ ½F¿FÊ
2020-21 IZY dÕX¹FZ Aü¿Fd²F/ÀFF¸F¦Fie IZY d³F¸FFÊ°FFAûa/Ad²FIÈY°F d½FIiZY°FFAûa ÀFZ
¸FbWXSX¶FaQ d³Fd½FQFEa CXnZdJ°F d°Fd±F A³FbÀFFSX AF¸FadÂF°F dIY¹FF ªFF°FF W`XÜ d³F¹F¸F
½F ¾F°FûÊ IYF A½FÕXûIY³F IYF¹FFÊÕX¹Fe³F dQ½FÀF/ÀF¸F¹F 10.30 ¶FªFZ ÀFZ 5.30
¶FªFZ ¸FZÔ dIY¹FF ªFF ÀFIY°FF W`XÜ ÕZXMXSX ´FZOX ¸FZZa AF½FZQ³F QZIYSX d³Fd½FQF ´Fi´FÂF ´FiF´°F
dIY¹FF ªFF ÀFIY°FF W`XÜ
01 d³Fd½FQF ´Fi´FÂF IYF¹FFÊÕX¹Fe³F ÀF¸F¹F ¸FZÔ ÷Y. 1000/- ³F¦FQ ªF¸FF IYSX ´FiF´°F

dIY¹FF ªFF ÀFIY°FF W`XÜ
02 d³Fd½FQF RYF¸FÊ ´FiF´°F IYSX³FZ IYe Aad°F¸F d°Fd±F 07.01.2021 IYû ÀFF¹FaIYFÕX

3 ¶FªFZ °FIYÜ
03 d³Fd½FQF ªF¸FF IYSX³FZ IYSX³FZ IYe Aad°F¸F d°Fd±F 14.01.2021 IYû ÀFF¹FaIYFÕX

3 ¶FªFZ °FIYÜ
04 d³Fd½FQF JûÕX³FZ IYe d°Fd±F 14.01.2021 IYû ÀFF¹FaIYFÕX 4 ¶FªFZ Ü
05 À±FF³F IYF¹FFÊÕX¹F ¸Fb£¹F d¨FdIY°ÀFF E½Fa À½FFÀ±¹F Ad²FIYFSXe, SXFªF³FFaQ¦FF½F

WXû¦FFÜ
06 d³Fd½FQFQF°FF ¨FFWZX °Fû d³Fd½FQF JûÕX³FZ IZY ÀF¸F¹F CX´FdÀ±F°F SXWX ÀFIY°FZ W`XÜ

WXÀ°FF/-
¸Fb£¹F d¨FdIY°ÀFF E½Fa À½FFÀ±¹F Ad²FIYFSXe

85562 dªFÕXF-SXFªF³FFaQ¦FF½F (LX.¦F.)

d³Fd½FQF AF¸FaÂF¯F ÀFc¨F³FF
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GOLD
`48,594

RUPEE
`73.64

OIL
$50.18

SILVER
`62,734

Note:Gold, silverratesatDelhi spotmarket;goldper10g, silverper1kg;Brentcrudeasof2000IST

Internationalmarketdata till1900IST

Annexure-A
Office of theDeputyCommissioner,Koppal

Providing Consultancy Services as 3rd Party (third Party)
to inspect the Works and Services being executed under DMF
and other funds of Deputy Commissioner for the year 2020-21
& 2021-22 in the Koppal district. For further information call
@ 08539-220844/8147824645.
1. Name of the Work: Providing Consultancy Services as 3rd
Party (third Party) to Inspect the Works and Services being
executed under DMF and other funds of Deputy Commissioner
for the year 2020-21 & 2021-22 in the District of Koppal.
Approx. Project cost: 5000.00. EMD Amount: 1.00.
Newspaper Publication date: 11-12-2020. Last date for
the receiving applications: 24-12-2020Evening at 4:30 PM.
Access of tender documents in the website date: 10-12-
2020. Technical bid opening date: 28-12-2020 Morning at
11:00 AM. Financial bid opening date: 29-12-2020 Morning
at 11:00 AM
DIPR/Koppal/265/MCA/2019-20

Rajasthan State Road Development And Construction Corporation Ltd., JAIPUR
No. NIT/2020-21/16417-26 Date: 11.12.2020BÊ-d³fd½fQf Àfc¨f³ff Àfa£¹ff 294/20-21
d³f¸³fd»fdJ°f I f¹fÊ IZ d»fE IZ ³ýi/Sfª¹f ÀfSI fS IZ Ad·f¹ffadÂfI e d½f·ff¦fûÔ õfSf ´faªfeIÈ °f E½fa A³fb·f½fe Àfa½fZQI ûÔ ÀfZ d³f²ffÊdS°f ´fi´fÂf ¸fZÔ BÊ-´fiû¢¹fcS¸fZ³M
´fidIi ¹ff WZ°fb Afg³f»ffB³f d³fd½fQf¹fZÔ Af¸fadÂf°f I e ªff°fe W`Ô:

d³fd½fQf ÀfZ Àfa¶fad²f°f ´fi´fÂf ¸fZÔ d³fd½fQf Vfb»I , ²fSûWS SfdVf, OfC³f»fûO I S³fZ ½f Jû»f³fZ I e °ffSeJ ÀfdW°f Àf¸´fc¯fÊ d½f½fS¯f E½fa ÀfaVfû²f³f ½fZ¶fÀffBÊM
http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in, http://sppp.rajasthan.nic.in °f±ff http://roads.rajasthan.gov.in ´fS QZJf ªff ÀfI °ff W`Ü
B¨LbI Àfa½fZQI ûÔ I û A´f³fZ dOdªfM»f WÀ°ffÃfS IZ ¸ff²¹f¸f ÀfZ ½fZ¶fÀffBÊM http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in ´fS SdªfÀMOÊ I S½ff³ff Af½fV¹fI W`Ü

¸fWXf´fi¶fa²fIY

IYf¹fÊ IYf d½f½fSX¯f A³fb¸ffd³f°f SXfdVf (÷Y.)

Construction of BT road at old Sugar mill campus (Mini Secretariat), Distt. Sriganganagar.
UBN No. RRC2021WSOB00429

233.00 Lakh

Afg³f»ffBÊ³f d³fd½fQf ´fi´fÂf OfC³f»fûO I S³fZ I e A½fd²f dQ³ffaI 11.12.2020 ´fif°f: 09.00 ¶fªfZ ÀfZ 30.12.2020 Àff¹fa 06.00 ¶fªfZ °fI
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FACTORYOUTPUTgrowthroseto
an eight-month high of 3.6 per
cent inOctober,mainly due to a
lowbaseeffect,alongwithimpro-
vementinmanufacturingandele-
ctricity output, data released by
the National Statistical Office
(NSO)showed.TheIndexofIndu-
strial Production (IIP) inOctober
recordedasequentialimprovem-
entfrom0.5percentintheprevi-
ousmonth,makingit thesecond
consecutivemonthoffactoryout-
putbeinginthepositiveterritory.
Factoryoutputhadcontracted

by 6.6 per cent inOctober 2019.
Cumulatively, factory output for
April-Octoberhasshrunkby17.5
per cent as against 0.1 per cent
growthintheyear-agoperiod.
Manufacturingoutput recor-

dedgrowthof3.5percentinOct-
oberasagainsta5.7percentcon-
tractionlastyear,whileelectricity
output grew11.2 per cent in the
monthagainsta12.2percentcon-
traction last year.Mining sector
contractedby1.5per cent,while
consumer durables and non-
durablesoutputgrewby17.6per
centand7.5percent,respectively.
Economists said base effect,

pentupandfestivedemandalong
with gradual opening up of the
economysupported theOctober
IIP growth. Sunil Sinha, principal
economist, India Ratings said,
“Manufacturing activities are
graduallyreachingthepre-Covid
levelandarenowjust2.6percent
lower than the February 2020
level.Electricitygenerationhasal-

ready surpassedpre-Covid level
and is now5.5%higher butmin-
ing activities are lagging and is
even now 20.5% lower than
February2020level.Capitalgoods
growth inOctober 2020 turned
positiveafteragapof21months,
though is still 6% lower thanpre-
Covid level. Only the consumer
durablesectorhassurpassedpre-
Covidlevelproduction.”
He,however,saidthatthecon-

tinued contraction of primary
goodsandmarginalgrowthofin-
termediate goods suggest that
currentrecoveryisuneven.

ALOWbaseeffect,along
withpent-upandfestive
demand,aswellasgradual
openingoftheeconomy
postthelockdownledto
growthinOctoberIIP.
Moreover,manufacturing
activitiesaregradually
reachingpre-Covidlevels.

Nearing
pre-Covid
levelsE●EX
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Factory output rises
to eight-month high
on manufacturing,
electricity boost
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BRIEFLY
$9-bnsupport
forAPAC:ADB
NewDelhi:TheAsianDevel-
opmentBank(ADB)saidon
Friday it has launched a
$9-billion initiative to offer
support to itsdeveloping in
AsiaPacific(APAC)members
to procure and deliver
Covid-19vaccines.

MorganStanley
Indiaco-headdies
New Delhi:Morgan Stan-
ley’sco-headinIndia,Aisha
de Sequeira, died after a
prolonged illness in New
York, her family said on
Friday.Sherosethroughthe
ranksatthebankandcame
to India as the co-head
in2013.

LuLuGroup
unit inJ&K
Dubai: The UAE-based
LuLu Group International
has announced a plan to
set up a food processing
centre in Srinagar for
sourcing a wide range of
agriproducts fromJammu
andKashmir.PTI

ITNLtosellsits
stakeinJSEL
New Delhi: IL&FS
Transportation Networks
Ltd(ITNL)saidFridayithas
signed a share purchase
agreement (SPA) with
SekuraRoadsLimtedtosell
and transfer its entire eq-
uity stake in its wholly-
owned arm Jorabat
Shillong Expressway Limi-
ted(JSEL). ENS

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI,DECEMBER11

THEAUTOMOBILEindustryregis-
tered 9.8 per cent growth in
November over the year-ago
month,drivenbyfestivedemand
for two-wheelers andpassenger
vehicles(PVs).WhilePVsalesrose
4.65percentto2,64,898units,the
two-wheelersegmentwitnessed
a stronggrowthof 13.4per cent
withsalesofover16lakhunits.
EvenasNovemberturnedout

tobeagoodmonth, industry in-
sidersfeelthatsalesgrowthgoing
forwardwoulddependmoreon
theoveralleconomicscenario.
According todata releasedby

Society of Indian Automobile
Manufacturers (SIAM), the total
vehicle sales across the four seg-
ments — PVs, two-wheelers,
three-wheelersandquadricycle—
for lastmonthstoodat18,88,903
units as against17,19,874units in
Novemberlastyear.
WithinthePVsegment, there

washighgrowthintheutilityve-
hicle segment as their demand
rose17.2percentat1,03,525units,
as against 88,361 units sold in
Novemberlastyear.

Within the two-wheeler seg-
ment,thehighgrowthwasdriven
bysalesofmotorcycles as the in-
dustry sold 10.26 lakhunits last
monthas against 8.93 lakhunits
intheNovember2019,registering
agrowthof14.9percent.Salesof
scootersroseby9.3percent.
Three-wheeler sales stoodat

23,626units inNovember com-
paredto55,778unitsinthecorre-
spondingmonthlastyearandreg-
istereda57.6percentdecline.
Evenastheoverallsalesnum-

ber rose over that seen in
November2019,industryinsiders
feelthatgoingforwardthegrowth
wouldbelargelydrivenbybroader

economicfundamentals.
RajeshMenon, director gen-

eral,SIAM,said,“Whilethefestive
seasonbroughtbacksomefervor
in specific segments, the overall
economic scenariowoulddeter-
minethe industry’sperformance
goingforward.”
Fortheeightmonthperiodtill

November, total sales across the
foursegmentsdeclinedby26per
centfrom1.51croreunitslastyear
to1.12moreunitsthisyear.While
PVsaleswasrecordedat14,55,558
unitsduringApril-Novemberand
wasdownby21.67percent,sales
of two-wheelerswas down by
25.08percentat96.37lakhunits.

DOMESTIC SALES INNOVEMBER2020
■2019 ■2020 ■%change

Three
Wheelers

Two
Wheelers

Total
Passenger
Vehicles

2,53,139
2,64,898

55,778
23,626
14,10,939
16,00,379

13.43

TotalofAllCategories
17,19,874*
18,88,903

4.65
9.83

-57.64

*Includes 18 quadricycles; BMW, Mercedes ,Tata Motors and Volvo
Auto data are not available. Source: Siam

Festive demand drives auto sales:
PVs up 4.65%, two-wheelers 13.4%
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THEDRUGSControllerGeneralof
India(DCGI)hasgivenPune-head-
quarteredGennovaBiopharma-
ceuticals the green light to start
early-tomid-stagehumantesting
of itsCovid-19vaccinecandidate.
Ifsuccessful,thecandidatemaybe
the first indigenouslydeveloped
vaccineusingmRNAtechnology
that couldpotentiallyuse India’s
existingcoldchaincapacity.
Thisisthesameplatformused

byPfizerandBioNTechaswell as
Moderna and the US National
Institutes of Health (USNIH) to
make their vaccines. Preliminary
information releasedby the two
companies on late stage trials of
theirvaccinesshowthattheyhave
an efficacy of around94-95per
cent,whichmeans theyhave the
potential to cut down sympto-
maticCovid-19casesbyup to95
percentamongthosevaccinated.

Gennova’s candidate, known
asHGCO19,is“stable”at2°Cto8°C
for twomonths, according to the
Ministry of Science and
Technology. On the other hand,
Pfizer andBioNTech’s vaccine re-
quiresdeep freeze technology to
bestoredataround-75°Candcan
bekept in2°C to8°C refrigerated
unitsforuptofivedays.Moderna’s
candidate with the National
InstituteofAllergyandInfectious
Diseases under theUSNIH can
surviveintheserefrigeratedtem-
peraturesforuptoamonth.
“Gennovahas completed all

preliminaryworkandshouldbe
initiatingthePhaseI/IIHumanclin-
ical trial soon since theapproval
fromtheDCGIofficehasbeenre-
ceived,”saidtheMinistry.Thecan-
didatewassupportedwithaseed
grantunder the Ind-CEPImission
ofDepartmentof Biotechnology
undertheMinistryofScienceand
Technology. Itwasdeveloped in
collaborationwithSeattle-based
HDTBiotechCorporation.

Gennova gets nod
for human testing

COVID-19VACCINECANDIDATE
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THE GOVERNMENT has can-
celledGST registrations for 1.63
lakh firms, as thesehad failed to
filemonthly returns (GSTR-3B)
foroversixmonths,sourcesfrom
the Revenue Department said.
Themove is aimed at tackling
fake firms indulging in circular
trading to avail illegal input tax
credit (ITC).
SourcessaidGSTentitiesthat

had not filed their GSTR-3B re-
turns for over sixmonthswere
first issued the cancellation no-
tices and, then, their registra-
tions were cancelled in accor-
dance with the standard
operatingprocedure.
Further, thedepartmenthas

identified 28,635 taxpayers
whohave failed to fileGSTR-3B
returns for over 6months as of
December1. “TheGSTcommis-
sionerates have been directed
to initiate suo-moto cancella-
tion process in these cases,”
sources said.
Meanwhile, within one

month of its nation-wide drive,
launched in the secondweek of
November, against GST fake in-
voice frauds, the Directorate
General of GST Intelligence
(DGGI) and CGST commi-
ssionerateshave, so far, arrested
132persons,includingfourchar-
teredaccountants,foravailingor
passingonineligible ITCfraudu-
lently. They have booked 1,430
cases against more than 4,586
fake GST registered entities
across thecountry.FE

Govt cancels
1.63 lakh GST
registrations

ADITYAKALRA
NEWDELHI,DECEMBER11

TOP EXECUTIVES of Carlsberg,
SABMiller and India’s United
Breweries (UB) exchangedcom-
mercially sensitive information
andcolluded to fixbeerprices in
Indiaover11years,accordingtoa
government antitrust investiga-
tionreportseenbyReuters.
TheCompetitionCommission

ofIndia(CCI)in2018raidedtheof-

fices of the three brewers and
startedan inquiry. The investiga-
tion’sfindings,whicharenotafinal
judgment ofwrongdoing, cast a
shadowonthebrewers,whichac-
count for 88 per cent of India’s
$7billionbeermarket.
SeniorCCImemberswillcon-

siderthereport,draftedinMarch,
as they decide on fines, which
could exceed $250million, two
sourcesfamiliarwiththecasesaid.
The CCI members could agree
withordispute the findingsof its

investigationteam.
Executives’ conversations,

WhatsAppmessagesande-mails
contained in the report showthe
companies regularly and collec-
tivelystrategised inseekingprice
increases in“several states”, forg-
ingacarteltheCCIsaidgavethem
morebargainingpowerwithstate
authorities. The CCI did not re-
spond toReutersqueries. Lobby
groupAIBAandCarlsbergdeclined
to comment, citing ongoing
CCIproceedings. REUTERS

TOTALPUBLICOUTLAYSONCENTRALLYSPONSOREDSCHEMESCLOSETO`6-7 LAKHCRORE

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI,DECEMBER11

FIFTEENTHFINANCECommission
Chairman NK Singh on Friday
called for rationalisationof cen-
trallysponsoredschemesandthe
constitutionofapaneltore-exam-
ineclassificationoflegislativesub-
jects between the Centre and
states.Singhaddedafiscaldeficit
range,basedonexpenditureout-
comes, rather thanapoint target
maybetheneedofthehour.
“Weneedtoconstituteanem-

poweredgroupofdomainexperts
tosubmittotheFinanceMinister
andPrimeMinisteronmodalities
of furtheranddeeperrationalisa-
tionof these centrally sponsored
schemes,” said Singhat a virtual
conference organised by the
FederationofIndianChambersof
Commerce and Industry. Singh

notedthattherewerearound211
schemesandsub-schemesunder
29coreumbrella schemes spon-
soredbythecentralgovernment.
Singhsaidthetotalpublicout-

lays on centrally sponsored
schemeswereclosetoRs6-7lakh
croreperannumandthatthecen-
tral government spends over
Rs3.5lakhcrore,oraround1.2per
centofGDP,ontheseschemes.

“Arewepersuaded that the
outcome from this large public
outlaybothbytheCentreandthe
States justifies this recurring ex-
penditure?”askedSingh.
Apanelshouldbesetuptore-

view theallocationof legislative
powersbetween theCentre and
the states in ScheduleVII of the
Constitution. “Weneed to revisit
the VII Schedule of the
Constitutioninamorefundamen-
talway,”hesaid,notingthatthedi-
visionof functions between the
Centreandstateshaderodedover
time. A high-powered panel
shouldtakeintoaccountchanges
intechnology,globalinterdepend-
enceandchanges innationalpri-
oritieswhenrecommending the
classification of subjects to the
union,stateorconcurrentlists.He
arguedneedforagreaterempha-
sis on expenditure-based out-
comeswhensettingfiscaltargets.

Divestment policy to be far
more ambitious: DEA Secy

NKSingh:Requirepanel toreviewallocationof legislative
powersbetweenCentre&states inScheduleVIIofConstitution

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI,DECEMBER11

THEGOVERNMENT’S focusnext
yearwillbeonrepairingtheecon-
omyinordertopromotegrowth
and the newdivestment policy
for strategic sectors will be far
more ambitious than expected,
Departmentof EconomicAffairs
SecretaryTarunBajajsaidFriday.
The focus of the upcoming
Budgetwouldbeonboostingin-
frastructure investment to sup-
portgrowth.
“Ouremphasisisoneconomy.

We are going to see improved
economic conditions in the cur-
rentyear.Havingsaidthat,letme
say it has been a very very diffi-
cult year ... our emphasiswould

be to see that next year how
muchof theeconomycanbere-
pairedandwegobacktoarobust
economicgrowth,”hesaidatthe
FICCI annual general meeting
through a video-conference.
PrimeMinister NarendraModi
will be speaking at this confer-
enceonSaturday.
“Wearepositive.Wearecau-

tiously optimistic on the eco-
nomic front.Wearehoping that
the third and the fourth quarter
will be better than the first and
second,”Bajaj said. India’s econ-
omy shrank for the second
straight quarter through
September, recording a 7.5 per
cent contraction in its Gross
DomesticProduct (GDP) in July-
September, as compared to the
unprecedented 23.9 per cent

year-on-year contraction in
April-June.
Thereareexpectationsthatin

theBudgetnextyear,thegovern-
mentwill be steppingup capital
expenditure to support growth.
Bajaj said the governmentwill
take“all steps” toensurethat the
economygoesup fromhere and
significantworkhasbeendoneto-
wards a Development Finance
Institution(DFI)thatwillsupport
financingforinfrastructuresector.
Speaking at the same event,

GuruprasadMohapatra, secre-
tary, Department for Promotion
of Industry and Internal Trade,
said thegovernment is trying to
build a technology-based single
windowplatform thatwill sig-
nificantly reduce compliance
burdenoncompanies.

‘Centralschemesneedmorerationalisation’

15thFinanceCommission
ChairmanNKSingh. via
@ficci_indiaTwitterhandle

‘NBFCAUM likely to seemuted growthnext fiscal’

Sources:Companyreports,Crisil estimates

Note:Growthnumbers forH1FY21andH2FY21areannualised

Turnaroundwill be led by
larger entitieswith stronger
parentage
Current fiscal:NBFCs’ AUM is
likely to de-grow for the first
time in the last two decades
Challenges:Gaining funding
access at optimal costswill
mean they cede overallmarket
share to banks in the near
term, especially in their two
biggest segments—home
loans and newvehicle finance

Source: Crisil Ratings/PTI

Capitalisationof interest limitsde-growth
Growthtoreturnnextfiscal,butataslowerpacethaninpreviousyears

CAGR 18% ~15%
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The assets undermanagement (AUM) of non-banking financial companies is likely to see
a positive growth but will bemuted at 5-6 per cent in the next fiscal, as per Crisil Ratings

‘Carlsberg, SABMiller and
UB fixed beer prices in India’
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CROSSWORD4300

ACROSS
1 Not the impressiveresultone
was ledtoexpect (10)

6 Sizeof field foramedleyrace?
(4)

10 Outof gear (5)
11 Itgives timeformusic (9)
12 PoorLatin forapressingneed
(8)

13 It’snotclear it’s changing inmy
case (5)

15 Slippedaway,unusually
pleased(7)

17 Notasubjectputon inadvance
(7)

19 To lookone’syears requires
nobility (7)

21 Remainsathometoprevent
wrongdoing(5,2)

22 Theyhaveacentralmeeting
place (5)

24 Aparticular formofdislike (8)
27 Ashort romance(9)
28 Excuseoffered forabsenteeism
(5)

29 LearningHeathergoesout to
work fora living (4)

30 Itmakesa toppingsweet (5,5)

DOWN
1Wildswanseen ina fieldof
barley (4)

2 Acceptaholidayandsay
goodbye(4,5)

3 Actedasabeginner (5)
4 Shutup! (7)
5 Manynotable toprovidea
wordof oppositemeaning(7)

7 Whipscorps intoshape(5)
8 Ringthey’ve formed,none
beingomitted(10)

9 Orderduck foraserviceman
(8)

14 Asoberhabit (10)
16 Painless treatment foranimals
(8)

18 Bringingbackabuilding’s
splendour,ordoingnothing
about it (9)

20 Cat lies injured,
stretcher required(7)

21 Aspotof illicitdrinking(7)
23 Firstof thedrinkers finished
theport (5)

25 Remains togivesupport
(5)

26 Structureripe for repair (4)

ARIES(Mar21-Apr20)
Youdefinitely now
need the full
support, goodwill
and co-operation of

partners or close
companions. This advice
applies asmuch to your
personal affairs as to your
ambitions atwork.
Actually, the best backing
could come fromdistant,
far-awayplaces.

TAURUS(Apr21-May21)
Sixplanetsofferyou
their supportand
assistance.So this
shouldbeapositive

period. If yourun into
difficulties, this isamessage
that somehowyouaredoing
somethingradicallywrong
andfailing tomakethe
mostof yourmany
personaladvantages.

GEMINI (May22- June21)
There's a little-
knownpoint in
your horoscope
knownas thenorth

node. This factor is nowdue
to be responsible for
increasing good fortune from
secretmatters anddiscreet
connections. Itwill also
showyou theway forward
in your closest family
relationships.

CANCER(June22- July23)
Theremaybesome
slightemotional
stress, as family
membersare

throwntogether in
unexpectedcircumstances.
Youhaveaperfectly freechoice
as towhetheryouget involved
orstandtoonesideas they
slug itout.Thechoice, asever,
isyours, andyoursalone.

LEO(July24-Aug23)
Mars is still
agitating the
financial sector of
your solar

horoscope, so don't complain
if youhavebeen cut short, or
if a financialmatter ismore
costly than you expected. The
situationwill soonbecome
more stable, enabling you to
salvage amajor achievement.

VIRGO(Aug24-Sept23)
Hopefullymany
partsof the jigsaw
willnowfit into
place.You've

workedhardenoughover the
past fewweeks, andevery
singlepieceof good luckthat
comesyourwaywillbe
thoroughlywell-deserved.
Continuetocheckouta
financialoffer.

LIBRA(Sept24-Oct23)
Social starsare ideal,
mainly thanks to
thecontinuing
variedandhelpful

alignmentsofMercury,Venus
andMars.There is little
pressure to finalise
transactionsandagreements
or tomeetsocialdeadlines, so
youcanafford tosetyourown
paceandstick to it.

SCORPIO(Oct24-Nov22)
Thereareemotional
hurdlestobecleared
andindividualstobe
putintheirplace.

However,youdon'tknowthe
fullpictureandalittletolerance
andhumilitywouldnotcome
amiss.Whatseemsmostlikely
atthemoment,isthatyouwill
beabletopersuadeapartner
thatyoumeantwell,evenif it
didn'tseemlikeitatthetime.

SAGITTARIUS(Nov23-Dec22)
Youhaveprobably
encounteredso
muchaggravationin
thepastthatnothing

cansurpriseyounow.Youmust
planarelaxingweekend,
especiallyifyou'rerecovering
fromprofessionalbattles.Find
whateverwayyoucantosoothe
yourtroubledbrow.

CAPRICORN(Dec23- Jan20)
Itwouldbe
extremelyunwiseto
becomplacentabout
currentpartnership

problemsjustbecauseother
peopleseemtobehappierthan
usual.Nowisthetimetoclear
upafewlong-standing
difficulties.Mindyou,whilea
numberof factsarestillsecret,
theremaybenofinalsolution.

AQUARIUS(Jan21-Feb19)
Althoughyouareby
natureanoutgoing
person,
circumstanceshave

reducedyoutoasomewhat
secretive,privateframeofmind.
Otherpeoplehavenoautomatic
righttointrudeonyourpersonal
affairs,sowhyletthem?You'd
probablydobesttothrowthem
somesmallmorselsofcomfort,
whilekeepingwhatisreally
importanttoyourself.

PISCES(Feb20-Mar20)
Jupiterisnowtaking
upapositionthat
urgesyoutobemore
self-disciplinedand

determined.Youwanttoattain
yourdreams,buttodothisyou
mustfinallygettogripswiththe
practicaldetails.Actually,you're
oftenbetteratdealingwithsuch
mattersthanyouimagine,or
thanotherpeopleexpect.
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DifficultyLevel5s
Instructions
TosolveaSudokupuzzle,
everydigitfrom1to9
mustappear ineachofthe
nineverticalcolumns, in
eachoftheninehorizontal
rowsandineachofthe
nineboxes.

DifficultyLevel
1s=Veryeasy;2s=Easy;
3s=Medium;4s=Hard;
5s=VeryHard;6s=
Genius S
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Givenbelowarefour jumbledwords.Solvethejumblestomakeproperwordsandmovethemto
therespectivesquaresbelow.Selecttheletters intheshadedsquaresandjumblethemtoget
theanswerforthegivenquip.
Jointundertakingsstandabetterchancewhentheybenefit______.-Euripides(4,5)

SOLUTION:OSIER,GRASS,DOCKET,HUMBUG
Answer:Jointundertakingsstandabetterchancewhentheybenefitbothsides.-
Euripides

RSEIO CEKODT

AGRSS GMUUBH

SolutionsCrossword4299:Across:1Reckons,5Chief,8Direction,9Sue,10Iron,
12Imposing,14Raffia,15Intact,17Tapsters,18Lees,21Lei,22Nectarine,24
Sugar,25Sidleup.Down:1Radii,2Cur,3Once,4Stigma,5Confound,6Instigate,7
Freight,11Offspring,13Listener,14Rattles,16Precis,19Sleep,20Ward,23Ire.

JUMBLEDWORDS

OVERTHEHEDGE byMichael Fry&TLewis

CALVIN&HOBBES byBillWatterson

MARVIN byTomArmstrong

DAYTODAY BYPETERVIDAL

SHORTSTORIES
Immersive tales of eager rookies and established headliners waiting to swallow upTest glory this Australian summer.

BattingonconcretehassolidifiedShubmanGill’sbackfootplaybuthasraisedotherchallenges

Horse for the course
SRIRAMVEERA
DECEMBER11

CONCRETE WAS the ground beneath
ShubmanGill’s cricketing feet in his forma-
tiveyears. Itcementedhisbattingtechnique,
madehimwhatheis.Itwillpresenthimwith
afewchallengesinthenearfuture,buthasal-
readygivenhimthesoundtrackofhischild-
hood: Thwack, thwack; he is intimatewith
thesoundof ball bouncingoff it.
Rarely has an Indian batsman shown

suchpreferenceforbackfootplay.Therehave
been exceptions but formost, it comes at a
laterstageof theirevolution,oftenforcedby
necessity. NotwithGill. It’s not an exagger-
ated back-and-acrossmovement like some
Australiansofthepast,buthelikestoretreat,
buildastrongbase,andreact fromthere.He
isn’tsomeoneonewouldseeleaningintohis
drivestoooften. Instead, it’sthebalanceand
inparticular, thearm-extensionhetrusts, to
punchevenfull-lengthdeliveriesontheup.
It’s tempting tomix this back-foot pref-

erence with bouncy and relatively non-
seaming tracks of Australia, and conclude
thatGill isgoingtobeanunqualifiedsuccess.
Itwillsuithisgamebutthereareafewriders.
The backfoot play was one of the first

thingsnoticedbyKolkataKnightRiders’ as-
sistant coach and former Mumbai player
AbhishekNayar,whohasforgedaclosebond
withGill over the last threeyearswith time
spentat theKKRacademyandthenat IPLs.
“When theKKRacademystarted, his fa-

ther came to Mumbai for four days and I
wanted to understandwhatwent into the
making of Gill the batsman.Where is this
backfootmasterycoming from?”
Tounderstandit,wehavetofadeoutto17

years ago to village Chak Kherewala in
Punjab’s Fazilkadistrict.
Gill isfour,thesunhasbarelybrokenout

whenhestirs,picksuphisbat that iscarved
off a peepal tree and hence light on his un-
wrinkled hands, and goes to the verandah
(“threepitcheskasize”,he recalls).
The father, a landlordwho had already

seentheson’sloveforcricketayearago,hurls
theball andGill thwacks it. The fatherhurls
a little quicker, Gill starts to press back and
hits it.
He is eight, it’s 3.30 am in Chandigarh

where the family hasmoved for his cricket
to flourish, andGillwouldbat for twohours
beforeschool.Morecricketintheafternoon,
on concrete. The technique solidified a bit
more. “What I understood from his father
wasthathebattedalotonconcrete,heliked
fastbowersandhegotacousinwhofiredre-

ally fast throws at him for a decade now,”
Nayarsays. It’sthepowerfulshouldersofhis
elder cousin Kushpreet that hasmoulded
Gill’s technique. For hours, day after day,
KushpreethurledtheballatrapidpaceatGill,
who found a way to tackle the challenge.
Pressback.Retreat. Builda strongbase.And
thenpunch.
“He can throw really fast and from 8 to

16, he helped me a lot in my training.
Without him, I couldn’t have reached this
stage,”Shubmansays.Withouthim,perhaps,
the backfoot play toowouldn’t have solidi-
fied to theextent ithas.
“Onconcrete,thebackfootbecomesnat-

ural, an instinctive shot. And the front foot
becomes something you have to develop,”
Nayar says. “He isn’t someonewhoyouwill
see leaning into drives as that is not some-
thingthatcomesnaturally,buthehasscored
alotofrunswiththeredballonthefrontfoot.
I thinkhehasanall-roundgame.”

Likely challenges
Batting is about transferringweight and

being still when playing a shot. At the top
leveloneneedstobestrongonthebackfoot
butstillhavethebalanceandskilltoplayun-
der theeyes, andbe inaposition to transfer

theweight forward.
Gill’s firstmove is to step back, then the

front foot side-steps to his right and often
opensupalittle,beforehepressesdowninto
his stance, crouches a little – for balance,
readytospringouttoactionaccordingtothe
demandsof theball.Buthereiswhereitgets
interesting.
Evenwhen the ball is relatively full, he

doesn’t move forward that much.
Sometimes,onegetstheimpressionhecould
transfertheweightfurtherwhenhegoesfor-
ward. It raises theconcern thathecanocca-
sionally push his hands at the ball without
actually transferringhisweight forward.
The Australianswould know this, and it

wouldbe interestingtoseethe lengths they
attempt, if theyoungstermakeshisTestde-
butonthe tour.
Would they keep it short of length and

surprisehimwithafulleronenowandthen,
or go the other way? It will come down to
howjudiciouslytheymixitupbutintheory,
Gill’sgameshouldmakehischancesof suc-
cess inAustraliahigher.
It’s themoving ball in England or New

Zealandwhere hewould be testedmore –
and it would come down to his problem-
solvingskills and temperament.

That’s one area that Nayar knows Gill is
up to the task.
“He has a great deal of understanding

abouthisowngameandaboutthecomplex-
ities of his skill sets. Lot of cricketers spend
a lot of time trying to understand their
games. He is someone who has that deep
understanding at a young age. He is some-
onewhoreliesveryhighlyonhistechnique.
And he wants tomake sure that is always
spoton,ata levelwherehewants it tobeas
itgiveshimconfidence.Hehaspractisedfor
hours and hours every day and is really
awareof his game.”
Withmostyoungbatsmen,itistempera-

mentandattitudethatmentorsandcoaches
fretabout.“Shubmanisn’tsomeonewhoyou
tinker toomuchwith, he is switched on all
the time,” Nayar says. “He is not someone
whorequiresadvicearoundmentalaspects;
heneedsand looks for guidancearoundhis
skill.” Jacques Kallis, whowas KKR’s coach
last year, agrees. “There is no shot or option
he (Gill) does not have as a batsmanbuthis
decision-makingandability to thinkclearly
underpressureisequallyimpressive,”Kallis
wroteinacolumninTheTimesof India.“He
hasabrightfuturewithamatureheadonhis
shoulders.”
“Heisawarethatheisgood,”Nayarsays,

“And that comes fromconfidence andhard
work. Shubman is someonewho ishumble
evenwith thepotential hehas. Peoplehave
been talking himup for so long nowbut he
knows the game is bigger than him. Lot of
people have talent and are aware of it, but
they take it for granted. Not him. Heworks
hisbackoff tomake sure thegod-gifted tal-
ent isutilised.”
ThereisjustonethingthatNayariswait-

ingtowatchinAustralia. “Iwouldliketosee
howhe handles international-match pres-
sure. Knowing him, hewill crack it. He just
needsthatonegoodknockthatwillkickstart
hiscareer.Suchplayerscomefewandfarbe-
tween-thiskindof talentwhoalsohaveex-
cellentdemeanourandworkethic.”

SuvajitDev

It’s temptingtomixthisback-
footpreferencewithbouncy
andrelativelynon-seaming
tracksofAustralia,andconclude
thatGill isgoingtobean
unqualifiedsuccess. Itwill suit
hisgamebutthereareafew
riders.

Pink-ball warm up:
20 wickets fall in a day
SHAMIKCHAKRABARTY
DECEMBER11

IFTHEfirstdayoftheday-nighttourgamebe-
tweentheIndiansandAustraliaAinSydneyis
aprecursortowhatmightfollowinAdelaide
–thevenuefor the firstTestunder lights– in
about aweek’s time, batters better be pre-
paredtoendureadversity.Twentywicketsfell
on theday,with the Indians scoring194and
Australia Abundled out for 108 in reply. The
ballmoved in theair andoff thedeck, jump-
ing awkwardly at times as well. Jasprit
Bumrah’smaidenfirst-classhalf-century(55
notout)gaveIndia’stotalsomerespectability.
Heswungthebatandadded71runswith

Mohammed Siraj (22) for the lastwicket. A
straight drive from him struck Cameron
Green on the head on his follow-through,
forcingtheall-roundertosuboutofthegame
with a “mild” concussion. Overall, though,
India’s batting, without Virat Kohli and
Cheteshwar Pujara, didn’t farewell against
thepinkball.

MayankAgarwal:During his brief stay,
Agarwalwasplaying fromthecreaseandas
he tried a forcing shot off the backfoot to a
back-of-a-lengthdeliveryfromSeanAbbott,
heedgedtofirstslip.Agarwal’sapproachwas
tentativeandhisbodywasn’tintherightpo-
sition toplay theshot.

Prithvi Shaw: Shaw played to his
strengths, all-out attack.When Australia A
bowlers offeredwidth, he slapped the ball
square of thewicket. A scorchingdrive past
bowler Harry Conway barely allowed the
fielderstomove.Thenagain,Shaw’sgameis
fraughtwithriskaswell,andanoutsideedge
fromanattempteddriveflewpastthirdslip.
He scored 40 runs off 29 balls, hitting eight
fours. But his footwork, at times, didn’t in-
spireconfidence.Hewasdismissed, leaving
abiggapbetweenbatandpad.

ShubmanGill:Duringhis58-ball43,Gill
oozedclass.Gillmadethemostof run-scor-
ingdeliveries.Asixover long- legoff ashort
ball fromAbbott was excellent. Gill got out
to a very good ball from Green. But the
youngster showedenoughmettle.

Ajinkya Rahane: Rahane played a gor-
geouspullshotagainst JackWildermuth.He
gotoutnextball, tryingtoplayanother forc-
ing shot. But the positivity in Rahane’s ap-
proachwasrefreshing.

HanumaVihari:Hehittwofoursbutfell
prey toamisjudgement.

Rishabh Pant:Australia A bowlers set
him up with short deliveries before
Wildermuthbowledafulloneonthestumps

andtrappedhimleg-before.

WriddhimanSaha:Hisscoredamatch-
savinghalf-centuryinthefirsttourgame.On
Friday, he got a good ball from Abbott.
However, Saha didn’t ‘keepwhen Australia
Abatted.Pant took thegloves instead.

India’s bowling
Theteamwouldbehappytoseethatde-

spite an elongated long-form hiatus, both
Mohammed Shami and Jasprit Bumrah hit
their straps straightaway. They had the ad-
vantageofbowlingunder lightsandthetwo
quickssentdownsomeunplayabledeliveries.
Bumrah bowled a beauty to dismiss strug-
glingopener JoeBurns, giving theAussie se-
lectorsmoreheadacheswhenitcomestose-
lecting theopeningpair forAdelaide. Shami
dismissedMarcusHarrisandBenMcDermott
insidesixdeliveriestoturnthegameinIndia’s
favour. Shami returnedwith threewickets,
while Bumrah bagged two. Siraj (2/33) and
NavdeepSaini(3/19),too,enjoyedbowlingin
favourableconditions.
BRIEF SCORES: India 'A' 194 in 48.3 ovs (J
Bumrah 55, P Shaw 40, S Gill 43; S Abbott
3/46) vs Australia 'A' 108 in 32.2 ovs (M
Harris 26, A Carey 32; M Shami 3/29, J
Bumrah2/33,NSaini3/19)

JaspritBumrahhita fiftyandtooktwo
wicketsonDayOne. File

New Delhi: Senior India batsman
RohitSharmaonFridayclearedanea-
gerly-watched fitness test at the
National Cricket Academy in
Bengaluruandwill leaveforAustralia
on December 14, three days before
the start of themarquee Test series
againsttheworld'snumberoneteam.
Rohit had sustained a hamstring in-
juryduring the IPL,which led tohim
missing thewhite-ball leg of the on-
going tour. PTI

Rohit fit, to fly out
on December 14

New Delhi
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STOKES OPTS OUT
Star all-rounder Ben Stokes, who is currently grieving the
loss of his father, and exhausted fast bowler Jofra Archer
were left out of the 16-member England squad for the
upcoming two-Test series against Sri Lanka.
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Dementia: Rugby stars
set to file a lawsuit
SHAHIDJUDGE
DECEMBER11

THE CALL for increased safety measures
acrosssporthasbeengainingsteamoverthe
pastfewyears.Butnowthere’sagroupoffor-
mer ruggers set to take legal action against
WorldRugby,RugbyFootballUnion(govern-
ing body in England) and theWelsh Rugby
Unionfornegligenceinpromotingsafety.The
BBC reported that a group of eight former
players,includingEngland’s2003WorldCup
winner Steve Thompson and formerWelsh
flanker Alix Popham, are suing the unions.
There are, however, reports that around 70
former players from around theworld, in-
cluding former All Black Carl Hayman (ac-
cordingtoTheNewZealandHerald),thatwill
filea lawsuit.

Head injuries
Theearlyonsetofdementiahasbeenthe

most telling consequence of a career in the
sportforformerplayers.Thompson,now42,
whoplayed ineachof England’smatchesat
the victorious 2003World Cup campaign,
claimshecannot remember thosegames.
“It’s like I’m watching the game with

EnglandplayingandIcanseemethere–but
I wasn’t there, because it’s notme,” he said
totheBBC. “It’sjustbizarre.Peopletalkabout
stories,andsincetheWorldCupI’vetalkedto
theladsthatwerethere,andyoupickupsto-
ries, and then you can talk about it. But it’s
notmebeing there, it’s notmedoing it, be-
cause it’s justgone.”
Meanwhile, 41-year-old Popham, who

hada14-yearprofessionalcareer,claimsthe
biggesttell-talesignforhimthatsomething
waswrongcameduringabikerideonaroute
hehadtakenhundredsof times in thepast.
“Igotlostonthebikerideandhadablack-

out moment,” he was quoted by the BBC.
Eventually,hehadtouseanapponhisphone
to findhiswayhome.
“Ihaven’tgotmemoriesof largechunksof

my career,” he added. “During lockdown,
they repeated the 2008 game against
England, whenwewon at Twickenham. I
have no recollection of being on that pitch.

Weplayed inSouthAfrica and ImetNelson
Mandela before the game. I’ve got the pic-
tureonthewall,butIcan’tremembermeet-
inghim.”

Heavy-tackling sport
The highly physical nature of rugby –

which involvesmeaty tackles and head-to-
headcollisions(especiallyduringscrimmage
plays)-makesthesportsusceptibletolong-
termhead injuries.
Pophamrecallsbeingtoldearlyinhisca-

reer that if heentersa tacklewithoutgiving
ithisall, there’sahighchancehe’dcomeout
injured. Thismeant that he’d have to tackle
at full capacity three times a week during
training in the United Kingdom, and four
times aweek during his three-year stint at
FrenchclubBrive.
Hisdoctorsestimate thathewouldhave

experiencednoless than1,00,000sub-con-
cussionsduringhiscareer.Thompson,mean-
while, remembers one brutal practice ses-
sion. “There was one session when the
scrummaging hadn’t gone quite right and
they made us do a hundred live scrums.
When it comes to it, we were like a bit of
meat,really,”hesaid. “Whenwefirststarted
going full-time in themid-1990s, training
sessionscouldquicklyturnintofullcontact.”

CHRONICTRAUMATIC
ENCEPHALOPATHY

Eachof theeightplayerswhohave
comeforwardtosuethethree
governingbodieshavebeen
diagnosedwithCTE–whichwasthe
subjectof aHollywoodflickstarring
WillSmith,Concussion.The
condition isaconsequenceof the
brainbeing“subjectedtonumerous
smallblowsorrapidmovements–
sometimesknownassub-
concussions,”asreportedbytheBBC.
Memory loss,depressionand
progressivedementiaarea few
symptomsof thecondition.
FormerEnglandfootballerandWest
BromwichAlbionlegendJeffrey.

Breaking into the Olympics
SHIVANINAIK
MUMBAI,DECEMBER11

THISWAS an unprecedentedweek for the
Olympics, with breakdancing included as a
medaleventforthe2024ParisGames.Asex-
pected, the prospect of seeing BGirls and B
Boys—that’swhatbreakdancersarecalled—
in the company of elite athletes triggered
mixed reactions.While the old school has-
n’t stopped rolling its eyes, the regulars on
the breaking circuit vouch for this new
Olympic discipline’s faster, higher and
stronger fundamentals.

HowdidBreakingmake it?
Around 2016, the idea that Breaking

could neatly fit into the Youth Olympic
Games (YOG) was floated by the World
Dance Sport Federation (WDSF). Sensing
how dynamic, creative and urban it inher-
ently was, the International Olympic
Committee (IOC) drafted it into the YOG to
be held at Buenos Aires in 2018, where the
first of the ‘Battles’ took place in front of a
massively smittenaudience.
Hugevocalcrowdsat thevenue,anden-

couragingfiguresbackingthesportfromthe
broadcasting Olympic Channel and social
media, helped Breaking leapfrog over sev-
eral other sports. InDecember2018, organ-
isersofthe2024ParisGamestoldWDSFthey
were very receptive in including Breaking
provisionallyintheParisGamesprogramme
and a full inclusion was an-
nouncedthisDecember.

Whatwill it looklikeatParis?
ThelikelyformatatPariswill

see 32breakers (16B-Boys and
16 B-Girls) compete over two
days of 1vs1 competitive duels
in hip-hop freestyle called
‘Battles’. PreliminariesonDay1
and Finals on Day 2, similar to theWorld
UrbanGames lastyear,willbe judgedunder
the ‘TriviumValue System’. Six criteria are
considered:technique,variety,performativ-
ity,musicality, creativity and personality. In
duels, two breakers face-off and are judged
directlyagainsteachother.Dancerstypically
donotchoosetheirmusicandareexpectedto

reactandadapt tobears inreal-time.
DJs,anemcee,well-respectedjudges,and

members of the local Breaking community
standencirclingthedanceflooras
theBattlersgothreeroundsback
and forth between them to the
samemusic.

HowdoesBreakingqualifyasa
sport?
“There are those who have

troubleassociatingitwithasports
competition,” says Jean-Laurent

Bourquin, senior advisorWorldDance Sport
Federation,whohelpedsteerBreaking’scharge
forOlympicinclusion.“ButinanyBreakingper-
formance, there is alwaysanathletic dimen-
sion.Breakingfeaturesdifferenttypesofmove-
ments, including footmovementsperformed
fromastandingposition, floor-basedmoves
performedwith the body supportedon the

handsandfeet,holdingpositionsandacrobatic
performances,allofwhichrequiregreatcoor-
dination,strengthandendurance.Itisdefinitely
acombinationofbothsportandart,”hesaid.
BBoys and BGirls who compete profes-

sionallyareknowntoleadextremelyhealthy
lifestyles , eat the right foods,undertakeex-
tensiveworkouts for strength training, per-
fect techniques — never mind the casual,
baggy tracks,baseball capsandachill vibe.
“Forme, themost satisfying part of this

Olympic journey was seeing some of the
doubtersdoa180inBuenosAires.Theywent
from being sceptical to becoming some of
theloudestproponentsofOlympicBreaking.
Thatwasapivotalmoment,”Borquinsaid.

Is it similar to gymnastics, figure skating
inhowit’s judged?
No. In Breaking, nothing is codified and

breakers do not receive a number of points

forperformingacertainmove likeyouhave
in figure skating, for example. “In a battle,
we compare two performances, one of
whichmay be better in terms of pure tech-
nique but not in terms of musicality, inter-
pretation, or physical explosiveness. This is
whywecreatedtheTriviumjudgingsystem:
it isholisticinthatitensuresthatphysicality
(body), artistic ability (mind) and interpre-
tativequality(soul)areallconsideredinreal
timebythe judges,” explainedBorquin.

What’s thescopeof its reach?
The WDSF conducts its own official

events though Breaking has awider reach
withcultcompetitions likeRedBullBCOne,
OutbreakEuropeandtheSilverbackOpen.
What started out in the Bronx in the

1970sisnowpopularworldwidewithSouth
Korea,Russia,FranceandJapan,showingex-
ponentialgrowthinitsBBoyingandBGirling
numbers.The32breakerswhoqualifiedfor
theWorld Urban Games last September,
came from21different countries, including
Venezuela, Egypt and Bulgaria. The 24
dancersat theYouthOlympicGamesrepre-
sented 18 countries (with nine different
countries from three continents winning
medals),while66countries tookpart inthe
2019WDSFWorldBreakingChampionship
in Nanjing including dancers fromBhutan,
Cameroon, El Salvador, India, Hong Kong,
Kazakhstan, LaosandRwanda.

WhyisBreaking’sreachitsstrongestsuit?
InanOlympicfirst,theWDSFheldonline

video qualifying for the Youth Olympic
Gamesthatwasopentoanybreakeraround
theglobebetweentheagesof 15and18—a
requirementtocompeteinArgentina.Close
to 1,000 people submitted one-minute
videosof themselves inaction, and thebest
wereselectedbyapanelof judges.
“Itwasatthisstagethatwerealisedhow

popular Breaking was around the world,
with entries coming in from all continents,
and a number of countries we perhaps
weren’t really expecting, like Nepal, for ex-
ample. The biggest surprisewas the actual
skill levelsof theyoungdancers.Werealised
that Breaking is being practiced in all four
cornersoftheworldtoaveryhighstandard,”
Borquinsaid..

CarlosCruz,abreakdancer,atakiosk inAlamedaPark inMexicoCity.AP
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