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The lockdown to contain the coronavirus outbreak has

disrupted supply chains. One crucial chain is delivery of
information and insight — news and analysis that is fair and
accurate and reliably reported from across a
nation in quarantine.

Avoice you can trust amid the clanging of alarm bells.
Vajiram & Ravi and The Indian Express are proud to deliver the

electronic version of this morning’s edition of The Indian Express
to your Inbox. You may follow The Indian Express’s news and

analysis through the day on
indianexpress.com
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QJANNUAL CONVENTION
12" & 14" December, 2020 (9.00 am onwards)

For detailed programme, visit:
https:/Iregistrations.ficci.com/agmfic/programme.pdf

Shri Narendra Modi

Hon'ble Prime Minister of India
(11.00 am - 12" December, 2020)
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Shri Ravi Shankar Prasad

Hon’ble Minister for Law &
Justice, Electronics & IT
and Communications

Shri Rajnath Singh
Hon'ble Minister
for Defence

Shri Nitin Gadkari

Hon’ble Minister for Road
Transport & Highways and MSME

Dr S Jaishankar

Hon'ble Minister for
External Affairs

DY. LEADER OF OPPN. (RS)

Shri Piyush Goyal

Hon'ble Minister for Commerce
& Industry and Railways

Shri R K Singh

Hon’ble Minister of State (IC) for
Power and New & Renewable Energy

GOVT. DIGNITARIES
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Shri Naveen Patnaik Dr V K Paul Shri Amitabh Kant Shri Anand Sharma
Hon’ble Chief Minister Member CEO Hon'ble Member of Parliament and
of Odisha NITI Aayog NITI Aayog Deputy Leader of Opposition in Rajya Sabha

NOWLEDGE & INDUSTRY LEADERS
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Dr K Kasturirangan Lord David Prior Mr N Chandrasekaran Mr Satya Nadella Dr Peter H Diamandis Mr Azim Premji Mr Ruchir Sharma Mr Mark Machin Dr Prathap C Reddy Dr Anish Shah Dr Eric Schmidt Prof Karim R Lakhani Mr Ritesh Agarwal
Chancellor of Central University Chair hairman CEO Founder & Executive Chairman, XPRIZE ~ Non-Executive Chairman  Head of Emerging Markets & Chief President, Canada Pension Chairman Deputy MD & Group CFO Ex-Chairman, Alphabet and  Charles Edward Wilson Professor  Founder & Group CEO
of Rajasthan and NIIT University NHS England Tata Sons Microsoft Foundation and Executive Founder & Wipro Ltd. Global Strategist, Morgan Stanley ~ Plan Investment Board Apollo Hospitals Group Mahindra Group Chairman, National Security ~ of Business Administration, 0YO Hotels and Homes
Director, Singularity University Investment Management Commission on Al (NSCAI) Harvard Business School
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Mr Mamsh CELENE]] Mr Sanjay Nayar Mr Ashwani Bhatia Mr Sudhir Jalan Dr Habil Khorakiwala Mr Rajan Bharti Mittal ~ Mr Harsh Pati Singhania Dr Jyotsna Suri Mr Rashesh Shah Mr Pankaj Patel Dr Krishna Ella Mr Mayank Kumar Mr Ashish Dhawan
Chairman of the Board Partner & CEQ MD . Chairman, Neo Foods Pvt. Ltd. Chairman, Wockhardt Ltd. Vice Chairman, Vice Chairman & MD,  Chairperson & MD, The Lalit Chairman & CEO Chairman, Cadila CMD Co-Founder & MD Founder & Chairman
of Directors KKR India State Bank of India and Past President, FICCI  and Past President, FICCI Bharti Enterprises and J K Paper Ltd. and Suri Hospitality Group and Edelweiss Group and Healthcare Ltd. and Bharat Biotech upGrad Central Square Foundation

TeamLease Services Ltd. Past President, FICCI Past President, FICCI Past President, FICCI Past President, FICCI Past President, FICCI International Ltd.
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Ms Nivruti Rai Mr Raja Koduri Mr Sunil Vachani Mr Bhargav Dasgupta Mr Hemant Malik Mr Sunil Sanghai Mr Subhrakant Panda Mr Gagandeep Singh Mr S Sridhar Mr Michael Fernandes
Country Head, Intel India and Chief Architect Chairman, Dixon MD & CEO, ICICI Lombard General Divisional Chief Founder & CEO, NovaDhruva Capital  MD, Indian Metals & Ferro Country President MD Partner
VP, DPG, Intel Technology Intel Corporation Technologies India Ltd. Insurance and Chairman, FICCI Executive, Food Business, Pvt, Ltd. and Chairman, FICCI Alloys Ltd. and Chairman, FICCI AstraZeneca Pfizer India Ltd. LeapFrog Investments

India Pvt. Ltd. National Committee on Insurance ITC Ltd., ITC Green Centre  National Committee on Capital Markets

FICCI LEADERSHIP

Manufacturing Committee
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Mr Sanjiv Mehta
Vice President, FICCI

Dr Sangita Reddy
President, FICCI

Mr Sandip Somany
Immediate Past President, FICCI

Mr Uday Shankar
President - Elect, FICCI

Mr Dilip Chenoy
Secretary General, FICCI

December 12, 2020

(Sessions)

"The Future is Now"
"AI & the New World Ahead"

(Time)
9.00 a.m. - 9.30 a.m.

9.30 a.m. - 10.30 a.m.

(Sessions) (Time)

"Economic Diplomacy & Atmanirbhar Bharat" 2.30 p.m. - 3.00 p.m.

"Could this be the Decade for the Emerging Markets"

"Inspired India: A Business Leader's Perspective" 10.30 a.m. - 10.45 a.m.

"Vaccine Magic & Reimagining Healthcare in a

3.00 p.m. - 3.30 p.m.

3.45 p.m. - 5.00 p.m.

Inauguration of the FICCI Annual Convention 11.00 a.m. - 11.50 a.m.
11.50 a.m. - 1.00 p.m. 5.00 p.m. - 5.30 p.m.

1.00 p.m. - 1.30 p.m. 5.30 p.m. - 7.00 p.m.

December 14, 2020

11.00 a.m. - 11.30 a.m.

Post COVID World"

"Atmanirbhar Bharat - Manufacturing" "Aspiring Odisha for Inspired India"

"The Building Blocks of the New India" "CAPITAL - funding India's US$ 5 trillion Economy"

9.00 a.m. - 9.30 a.m.
"Quest for Sufficiency & Sustainability of Indian Power Sector" 9.30 a.m. - 10.00 a.m.
10.00 a.m. - 11.00 a.m.

"Leveraging ICT for Economic Revival in Post COVID-19 Era" "Inspired India" : Session with Deputy Leader of

Opposition in Rajya Sabha

"Edu-volution and the Future of Jobs" Valedictory Session 12.00 noon - 12.30 p.m.

For Registration: https://registrations.ficci.com/agmfic/online-registration-invitee.asp

New Delhi
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Classifieds

PERSONAL

1, Santi Devi,W/o Mithalesh
Singh R/0,Gram-Ratana, PO-
Karubigha PS-Chabillapur,
Nalanda, Bihar-803116, have
changed my name to Chanda
Devi for,all purposes.

0040557565-4

I,Puneet Sidhu,Spouse of,Sartaj
Singh Sidhu R/0-H.N0-22396-A,
Shant Nagar, Bathinda,
Punjab, India, have changed
my name from Puneet Sidhu to
Puneet Kaur Sidhu Vide
Affidavit dated 10/12/2020,
Notary Public Delhi.

0040557552-7

1,N0.14843263K, Sep M.
Srinivasan,S/oM
Mallesham,R/0 Village-
Ramsagar, Post-Dacharam
Teh/PS-Bejjenki,State-
Telangana,Declare that my
wife’s name has been wrongly
mentioned in my service-
record as Pantham
Sravanthi,the correct-name of
her is Mengani Sravanthi,
which may be amended
accordingly. 0040557565-5

I,Mithlesh Singh S/o0,Lt. Mukhan
Singh R/0 Gram-Ratana,PO-
Karubigha,PS-
Chabillapur,Nalanda,Bihar-
803116,have changed my
name to Mithalesh Singh
for,all purposes.

0040557565-2

I, MOHD ANISUDDIN, S/0O.
BUNDU, R/0-26-D, DDA
FLATS,MATA-SUNDRY ROAD,
NEW DELHI-110002, changed
my name to ANISUDDIN,
permanently.

0040557552-4

I,Kunal Sachdeva S/o.Naresh
Sachdeva R/0-A-32/C, Hastsal
Vihar, Uttam-Nagar, New
Delhi-110059,inform that My
Father,and My Mother Name
has been wrongly-written as
Sh.Naresh Sachdeva,and
Smt.Lakshmi Sachdevain my
12th-Certificate No.AINO
NO.210670. The actual name of
My Father,and My Mother is
Sh.Naresh kumar Sachdeva,
and Smt.Laxmi Devi, which
may be amended accordingly.

0040557518-1

l,Joginder Kumar S/O-Har
Bhagwan,R/0O-House.No-293,
Ward.No7,Near-Food Supply-
Office,Gohana, Dist-Sonipat,
Haryana,Have Changed My
Name To Joginder Pal,For
All,Future Purposes.

00405575731

I,Harjeet Singh,S/o0 Avtar Singh
Kalsi,R/0-WZ-26A,Plot.No-
15,Street.No-1, New-Sahib
Pura,Tilak-Nagar, New Delhi-
110018,have changed the
name of my minor son Gagan
Deep Singh Kalsiaged-17-
years and he shall hereafter
be known as Gagandeep
Singh. 0040557573-9

I,Bhavna Vasudeva,W/o Venu
Pushkar R/0-440,E-
Block,Astha-Kunj,Sector-
18,Rohini Delhi-110089, inform
that my name Bhavna
Prabhakar and Bhavna
Vasudevais same person.

0040557565-3

I, Vishal Agarwal, S/o Sh.
Dinesh Chandra Agarwal, R/0
51/3C, Sector 2, Kalibari Marg,
New Delhi-110001. | have
changed my nameto Vishal
Aggarwal. 0040557528-1

I, Varun Pawar S/0-Vijay Pawar
R/0-222,First-Floor B-1-
Block,Janakpuri, Delhi-
110058,Have Changed My
Name To Varron Pawaar,For
All,Future Purposes.

0040557573-2

I have changed my name from
Bhuvanesh R. to Bhuvanesh
Ravindran Thevar as per
Affidavit Dt: 8/12/2020.

0070723698-1

I, Surender Kumar Jain,S/O-
Late ShriSultanmal
Anchalia,R/O-Pocket-
22/88,2nd floor, Sector-
24,Rohini,Delhi-110085, have
changed my nameto Surender
Jain. 0040557565-6

I, Sunita Kumari Goel D/O
Subhash Chand Goel, R/0
159/160,Pocket-3,NearDPS,
Sector -24 Rohini,Rithala,
North,West Delhi-110085, have
changed my name and shall
hereafter be Known as
Sonakshi Aggarwal

0070723696-1

1, Simrit Pal Kaur W/o Goldi
Singh Kalsi, R/0.H-1201,Ajnara
Daffodil, Sector-137, Noida,
G.B.Nagar, UP-201301,have
changed my name to Simrit
Pal Kaur Kalsi.

0040557532-1

1, Shamim Jahan,W/o Abrar
Hussain,R/0-WZ-1214,Badial,
Palam-Village, New Delhi-
110045,have Changed my
name,from Shamem Jahan to
Shamim Jahan,for all
purposes. 0040557552-3

I, Satya Prakash Gupta S/O
Jadoram Gupta, R/0 Mohalla
Pasra, Near Jain Mandir,
Ambehta, Saharanpur, Uttar
Pradesh-247340, have
changed my name and shall
hereafter be Known as Satya
Prakash.

0070723692-1

1, Dalip Singh S/o Late Kunwar
SinghR/011-C, Z-Block, Gali
No.6,Shyam Vihar Phase-1,
Near Dev Garden, Najafgarh,
New Delhi-110043 have
changed my name from
Daleep Singh to Dalip Singh for
all purposes.

0040557513-1

l, Sarita Devi,D/0 Niranjan
Singh,W/0 Mr.Sidharath R/o
VPO-Ratanthal(180), Rewari,
(Haryana)-123301, have
changed my name to Sangita.

0040557552-2

l, SURESH GUPTA,S/0 RAMBABU
GUPTA, R/0-B-125, GALI.NO-10,
KANTINAGAR-EXTN, KRISHNA
NAGAR, DELHI-110051, have
changed my name to SURESH
CHAND GUPTA. 0040557565-9

I, SIMMERJEET KAUR, W/O.
TALVINDER SINGH,
H.NO.1/9991,ST.NO.3F, WEST
GORAKH-PARK SHAHDARA,
DELHI-110032. changed my
name toSIMERJEET KAUR,
permanently. 0040557552-6

1, SHWETA, W/0O Mrityunjay
Kumar. R/0 C/0O:
Dr.VS.Singh,Behind Denobill
School ,Jaiprakash
nagar,Dhanbad, Jharkhand
have changed my name and
shall hereafter be Known as
SHWETA KUMAR. 0070723694-1

I, Ratna, W/o Late Sh. Sohan
Singh Rawat R/o H.N0.338-C,
DDA Flats, Ghazipur New
Delhi-110096. have changed
my name to Ratna Rawat for
all future purposes.

0040557530-1

l,RajuHajam S/o Indradev
Hajam R/0 Village-Angwali
(North Angwali), Post-
Angwali, Thana-Petarwar
Angwali, Dhori Peterbar
Bokaro, Jharkhand-825102,
have changed my name to
Raju Thakur 0070723700-1

1, RAJEEV KHURANA S/0O-
MANOHAR LAL KHURANA R/O-
C-1762 4TH-FLOOR SUSHANT
LOK-1 GURGAON HARYANA-
122009, changed my name to
RAJIV KHURANA. 0040557565-1

1, Puldeep, R/0-JG-I1l/116-
AVikas Puri,New Delhi-
110018,inform thatin my Son’s
(Kunik DOB-02.01.2002)my
name has wrongly written as
Paldeep instead of Puldeep.

0040557565-7

I, Prabhjot Kaur R/0-B-18,Janta
Colony,Shivaji Vihar,Tagore
Garden, N.Delhi-27,have
changed my minor son’s name
Muktyar Singh Bhatti to
Mukhtyar Singh Bhatti.

0040557573-4

I, Pooja Rani D/o Naresh Pal
Singh R/0-48, Saga
Habitat,NH-58,Gram-Khadoli,
Meerut-City, Meerut, U.P.-
250002,have changed my
name to Anika Singh.

0040557573-3

I, Mukesh Kumar Goyal S/o Sh.
Vijay Kumar, R/0 H.No. 1247,
Sector-7D, Faridabad,
Haryana-121006 changed my
name to Mukesh Kumar for all
purposes. 0070723664-1

I, Mrs.Raj Bala, W/O Mr.Shri
Bhagwan Solanki R/0: SRS-168,
Nasirpur Village Dwarka,
Delhi-110045 have changed my
name to Raj Bala Solanki

0070723666-1

I, Maninder Kaur D/O Gurjeet
Singh, W/O Rohit Rajeev
Marwah. R/0 Narayanpur
Dohariya, Barirai, Udham
Singh Nagar, Narayanpur
Dohariya, Uttarakhand-
263152, have changed my
name and shall hereafter be
Known as Maninder Marwah.

0070723690-1

I, Jyoti Krishan alias Jyoti
Krishan Tiwari S/o Sh. Jata
Shankar Tiwari R/0 817 B Ward
No.6, Mehrauli, New Delhi 30
have changed my nameto
JyotiKrishan Tiwari for all my
future purposes. 0040557526-1

1, Jaswinder Kaur Kalsi, W/o
Harjeet Singh,R/0-WZ-26A,
Plot.No-15,Street.No-1,New
Sahib Pura,Tilak-Nagar,New-
Delhi-110018,have changed
my name to Jaswinder Kaur.

0040557573-8

I, Harjeet Singh Kalsi, S/0 Avtar
Singh Kalsi, R/0-WZ-26A,
Plot.No-15, Street.No-1, New-
Sahib Pura,Tilak-Nagar,New
Delhi-110018,have changed
my name to Harjeet Singh.

0040557573-7

I, HITENDRA KUMAR
SHARMA,S/O-TRIBHUWAN
NATH SHARMA, ADD-B-46/G-
1,BLOCK-B, DILSHAD-
GARDEN,SHAHDARA,DELHI-
110095. Changed my nameto
HITENDRA SHARMA,
permanently. 0040557552-5

l, Gyan Rattan S/o H. Lal R/o-
MG-14A, Ground Floor,Eldeco
Mystic Greens, Omicron-1,
Greater Noida U.P.,have
changed my minor,Son’s
name from Ekaansh Rattan to
Ekaansh Chaudhary for,all
future purposes.

0040557573-5

I Ashu Verma S/o-Krishan
Kumar R/0-H.N0.753,
Kherakhurd, Delhi-110082 have
changed my name to Ashish
Verma for all purposes.

0040557510-1

| Harjeet Kaur alias Harjeet
Kaur Arora W/o Charanjit
Singh Walia R/0 F-15-A,
Mukhram Garden, Tilak Nagar,
New Delhi-110018 have
changed my name to Harjeet
Kaur Walia for all purposes.

0040557506-9

I lkbal Ahmad S/0, Furkan
Ahmad R/o0 Mohalla-muslim
Choudhriya, Seohara, Bijnor,
Up-246746 have changed my
name to Igbal Ahamd for all
purposes.

0040557549-1

I, CHANDER SHEKHAR
BALODI,S/O DHARAM DUTT
SHARMA, R/O-D-364, DELTA-
1ST, GREATER-NOIDA,
GAUTAMBUDH-NAGAR-
201308,U.P,HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO CHANDER SHEKHAR.

0040557552-1

1, Beenben Ketan Vora W/o
Ketanbhai Vora R/o of F-226,
Gaur Grandeur, Sector 119,
Noida have changed my name
to Bina Ketanbhai Vora for all
future purposes. 0040557515-1

I, Ashish Gupta S/0O Satya
Prakash, R/o0 388, Pasra,
AMBAIHTA NAGAR PANCHAYT,
PS-Nakur, Teh.-Nakur, Dist-
Saharanpur,-247340, have
changed my name and shall
hereafter be Known as Ashish
Kumar. 0070723686-
1

1 Vinneta Kumari w/o Sachin
Kumar in R/o House no-105,
Street No-03 B-block, Brij Puri,
Delhi-110094 have changed my
name Vinita to VINNETA
KUMARI Affadavit No.45AB
330917 0040557511-
1

IVandana Sharmaalias
Vandana Kaushik D/o Late Sh.
Jagdish Parsad W/o Sh.Amit
Kaushik R/0 342,Shivaji
Market, Pitam Pura, Delhi-
110034 have changed my
name to Vandana Kaushik for
all purposes. 0040557506-6

ISunny S/o-Ashok Bhardwaj
R/0-113,Nangli Puna, Delhi-
110036 have changed my
name to Agni Bhardwaj for all
purposes. 0040557509-
1

1Sonu S/o0 Noor Mohammad
R/0 L-869, Mangol Puri N-Block,
Saraswati Vihar, Delhi-110034
have changed my nameto
Shokeen for all purposes.

0040557506-8

I Premavati Kaushal W/0,
Rajesh SharmaR/o A-38-B,
New Slum Flats, Paschim Puri,
New Delhi-110063 have
changed my nameto Jyoti
Sharma for all purposes

0040557550-1

I Neeraj Bawari S/o0 Sh. Ramesh
ChandraBawari R/0 H.No.D-
166, Street No.7, Gamri
Extension, North East, Delhi-
110093 have changed my
name to Neeraj Baawari for all
purposes. 0040557506-
7

I, Amit Babbar S/o Kimti Babbar
R/0-4/13, West patel Nagar,
New Delhi-110008, have
changed my name to Aamit
Babbar permanently.

0040557532-2

INeelesh S/o Sh. Roop Vilas R/0
2524, Gali N0.193, Onkar
Nagar-A, Tri Nagar, Delhi-
110035 have changed my
name to Niiliish Bhardwaj for
all purposes. 0040557506-5

LOST & FOUND

| Anita Kumari Owner of flat A-
20 Jalvayu Vihar Sec Phi 2
Greater Noida, had lost
original Allotment Letter of
above property vide FIRLR
N0:799332/2020. finder pl
contact 9999500548.

0040557527-1

I, Harish Sharma,S/o
Khushiram Sharma,have lost
my,Original Allotment Letter
(N0.B015917) & Possession
Letter,of my House.No.J-199,
Sector-Beta-02, Greater
Noida,U.P. 0040557532-3

I, Shubhayan Ganguli, S/O
Gautam Ganguli have lost my
original marksheet and
certificates of Class X (CBSE,
1997, Roll N0:6416388), Class
XII (CBSE, 1999, Roll
N0:6661095), BA(Hons)
History(DU, 2002,Roll No:
283890) and MA History (JNU,
2004, Registration
No0:02/61/HH/11) 0040557512-1

| DOCTORS |

Radiologist/ Sonologist For
Alwar Distt. (Ramgarh,
Govindgarh) (Raj.) 100 KM
From Gurugram,Salary- 2.50, to
4.00 Lac Per Month.RMC
Registration Mandatory,
Contact- 9414261166,
8619436058 0110021400-1

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notified that my client (1) SHRI
SURENDER KUMAR S/O LATE SH.
KISHAN CHAND, & (2) SMT.
DEEPIKA WADHWA W/O SH.
SURENDER KUMAR, BOTH R/O
HOUSE NO. U-60. LAMPUR ROAD
WALI GALI VIJAY NAGAR, NARELA,
DELHI-110040, has/have sever all
relation from their son CHIRAG
WADHWA. Due to his cruel and
harassing behavior towards my above
named they have debar and disowned
him from their all movable &
immovable properties. Any person
dealing with him will do at his/her/them
own cost & risk and my client's shall
not be responsible for the same, if any.

SURENDER KUMAR (Advocate)
Enrl. No. D/152/88

LOST & FOUND

Lost Sale Deed, Property
Documents of Property No.47-A,
Area 200 Sq. Yds, Part of Khasra
No.125, 126, 128 situated at
Block-A, Gali No.5, Rajgarh
Colony in area Ghaundli illaqua,
Shandara, Delhi-110031 dated
25/04/1972 owner Smt. Prem
Kaur D/o Sohan Singh W/o Sher
Singh R/0-B-29, Rajgarh Colony,
Delhi-31 in favour of Smt. Shanti
Devi W/o Krishan Lal Chugh R/o-
331/33A, Rajgarh Colony, Gali
No.4, Delhi-110031, FOUNDER
MAY INFORM #9968295150

“IMPORTANT™

Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, itis not possible to verify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot be
held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurred as a result of
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies or
entering into any agreements
with advertisers or otherwise
acting on an advertisement in
any manner whatsoever.

PUBLIC NOTICE
My clients Sh. Hari Chand s/o Late Sh. Sukh
Dev and Smt. Kamlesh w/o Sh. Hari Chand
both R/o Khasra No. 369/4, Kadda Colony,
Kushak Road No.2, Swaroop Nagar, Delhi-
110042 have disowned and debarred their
son Sunil Kumar, his wife Monu @
Manorma from their all moveable and
immoveable properties due to their
disrespectful behaviour, disobedience and
out of control of my clients. My clients have
also severed all their relations with them. If
anybody deals with them, he/she shall do so
at hislher own risks, costs and
consequences. My clients shall not be liable
or responsible for the same in any manner.
Sd/-
Pradeep Kumar Anand (Advocate)
8153, Deena Nath Road,
Roshanara Road Delhi-110007

PUBLIC NOTICE

"I Pankaj Sethi S/O Sh Mukhi Ram
Sethi R/o V-38 2nd Floor, Rajouri
Garden, Tagore Garden, West Delhi-
110027 declare that due to the il
conduct of my son Vabhav Sethi, |
have disowned him from our movable
and immovable property. Any body
dealing with him will be doing on his
own peril. We shall not be responsible
for any liability for his acts."
Sd/-
Prevendra Kumar
Advocate
109 , Lawyer's Chambers, Patiala
House Courts, New Delhi - 01
Mobile: 9311873365/9555014865

PUBLIC NOTICE

Be it known to all that my clients Sh Parmod Sharma
S/o. Late Sh. Sundar Lal Sharma and Smt. Kavita
Sharma W/o. Sh Parmod Sharma both R/o. G-50,
First Floor, Gali No.2, Mahendru Enclave, Opposite
Gurudwara, Delhi-9 have disinherited and disowned
all their relations and responsibilties in all manner
with their younger son Karan Sharma and his wife
Smt. Shruti Sharma as both of them have
solemnized their marriage without any kind of
permission and consent and create embarrassment
situation and my clients have no control over both of
them and both of them have cruel atiitude,
misbehavior, disobedient and discourteous etc. with
my clients and my clients have severed all their
relations with them and debarred them from their all
movable and immovable properties and my clients
will not be responsible, accountable or answerable
to any act or omission done by both of them even
against each other or any other person.
sdi-
(Sachin Aggarwal, Adv.)
Ch.No. 489-490, 1st Floor Western Wing,
Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi -110054.

My client Smt. Kuldeep Kaur wife of Late|
Shri Malik Singh resident of H-1/83 & 84,
Vikas Puri, New Delhi-110018 has
severed all kinds of relationship with his|
son Shri Inderjeet Singh Bharara & her|
wife Smt. Simran alias Kuldeep Kaur|
Bharara and has grandson namely (1) Mr.
Prince alias Gagandeep Singh Bharara &|
(2) Rishab alias Rashpreet Sigh Bharara|
and disowned them and debarred them
from inheriting any movable and
immovable properties owned by my,|
above said client. Any person dealing
with them will do so at their own risk.
Pardeep Kumar (Advocate)
Office: Shop No.6. Plot No.7A, DDA Building,

District, Centre, Janak Puri, New Delhi-58
Enroll No. D/4208/2016
PUBLIC NOTICE

My client Sh. Mahesh Kumar Arora
Son of Late Sh. Om Prakash Arora
R/0-226 A/1, Prakash Mohalla,
Garhi, East of Kailash, New Delhi-
110065 has disowned and debarred
her wife Smt. Manju Arora, aged
53years and son Kartik Arora, aged
20years from all his movable and
immovable property, Due to their
bad behaviour and misconduct so
he has broken all the relations. Any
body dealing with them will do so
at his/his/their own risk, cost and
consequences. My client will not
be responsible for any act.
S.K. Gupta (Advocate)
Ch. No. D-209, Karkardooma Courts,
Delhi-110032

PUBLIC NOTICE
My Clients Sh. Prem Ballabh Upreti S/o
Late Sh. Lal Mani Upreti R/o House
no.165, Block -E1, Gali no.9, Khasara
No.53/3, Pradhan Enclave, Burari,
Delhi 110084 Near Fauiji Builder, have
severed all his relations with his son
Sh. Manoj Upreti as he is not under the
control of my client and also due to his
unsocial behaviour, activities &
attitudes. Considering his abovesaid
act and deed, my client has severed all
of his relation with him and hereby
debars/disown him from all of his
moveable and immoveable properties.
My client and his family members shall
not be held responsible in any manner
for any of his acts, deeds and things
from today onward.
Sd/-
ANIL KR. THAKUR (ADVOCATE)
E.No. D/1106/2003
Office: 264, Western Wing
Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-110054

PUBLIC NOTICE

Be it known to all that my client Mrs.
Chander Prabha Taluja, w/o Bhupinder
Kumar Taluja, R/o 395, Indra Vihar
Colony, Delhi have declared her
daughter Mrs. Bhumika Rawal w/o Sh.
Amit Rawal D/o Bhupinder kumar Taluja
mentally incompetent and suffering with
schizophrenia and has been declared
by Psychiatrist Dr. Rupali P. Shivalkar
not fit to understand the nature of any
documents. Any legal documents
signed by her shall be considered
invalid and illegal for all purposes.
Sd/-
(Shashank Ahuja) Adv.
289-A, Western Wing Tis Hazari
Court Delhi-54 M-9911245076

Public Notice

The Public at large is hereby
notified that my client is intending
to Purchase the Entire Built-up
Property No. D-34, Plot
Measuring Area 270.83 Sq.Yds.
Situated in the Layout Plan of
the Anand Vihar, Delhi-110092,
from (i)ASHWANI KUMAR
SARWAL & (ii) SANJEEV KUMAR
SARWAL BOTH SONS of LATE
JAGJEET SINGH SARWAL, who
represented themself as the sole
owners of the above said
property. It is therefore notified
that anybody claiming any rights,
share, claim, title, interest or lien
over the aforesaid property may
file such claim or objection to the
undersigned within a period of 15
days from the date of Publication
of this Notice, otherwise it will be
presumed that the said property
is free from all encumbrances,
charges and/or lien etc. and my
client is free to purchase the
said property from the above
named Sellers. Sd/Rakesh N.D.,
Advocate #0ffice No107, First
Floor, M.S. Chamber, C-1/A, Vikas
Marg, Laxmi Nagar, Delhi-110092.

Rakesh N.D.

(ADVOCATE),

Office No. 107, First Floor,

M.S. Chamber, C-1/A, Vikas Marg,
Laxmi Nagar, Delhi-110092

PUBLIC NOTICE

This is to inform that, my
clients i.e. Mr. Bhopal
Chand S/o Durga Prasad
& Smt. AshaDevi W/o
Bhopal Chand, both R/o
RZK-17, KH NO 7/18/2,
TAMIL ENCLAVE,
DABRI PALAM ROAD, NEAR
TENT WALA SCHOOL,
VIJAY ENCLAVE, PALAM
VILLAGE S.0., NEW DELHI,
SOUTH WEST DELHI,
DELHI-110045, declares
that our son Amit Kumar
and our daughter in law
Mamta Arya, both are not
in our say and
respected control. They both
are a threat to our peaceful
lives & dignity, as there
conducts, behavior &
actions is beyond our
tolerance. And now we
both, disown them both
i.e. Amit & Mamta from our
all moveable & immovable
properties & also ended
all relations social,
financial & family with
them w.e.f. 10th Dec 2020.
Anybody deals with them
will be at their own risk.

Naresh Kumar(Advocate)
Enrl. D/1676/2019 Ch.522,
Dwarka Court, New Delhi-75

PUBLIC NOTICE

Public at large is hereby informed that my clients
Harbans Singh, /0 late Sh. Labh Singh and Smt. Raj
Kumari, wio Sh. Harbans Singh, both rs/o B-1874,
Shastri Nagar, Delhi-52, got published against their
son named Sh. Gurmeet Singh, their daughter-in-law
Smt. Mandeep Kaur and their grandson named
Master Kushdeep Singh too, vide publication,
published in News-papers JANSATTA AND INDIAN
EXPRESS, both dated 08.03.2020. Now on furnishing
of Undertaking dated 10.12.2020 by their son Sh
Gurmeet Singh, and on making gentle promises of
him to them that he shall be obedient and sincere
towards their parents, my clients. Their publication in
the same News-papers towards my daughter-in-law
Smt. Mandeep Kaur shall be intact. If anyone deals
with their said daughter-in-law, the they shall do so at
their own risk, consequences. My clients shall never
be responsible for that in any manner.
Sdr-
DINESH KUMAR AGGARWAL
ADVOCATE
CHAMBER: 453-A, Western Wing,
Tis Hazari courts, Delhi-110054

WESTERN RAILWAY - BHAVNAGAR DIVISION

CORRIGENDUM NOTICE INVITING E-TENDER
As per this office letter No. WR-
BVP0/SnT/Tender 6 & 7 2020 dated
06.12.2020 for NOTICE INVITING E-
TENDER for tender No. 6-2020 and 7-
2020. Corrigendum has been issued on
IREPS on 08.12.2020. Tender document
cost and Item descriptions have been
modified in Tender No. 6-2020 and 7-
2020. The bidders have to apply on line
though link i.e. www.ireps.gov.in only for
further details please visit website
www.ireps.gov.in Last date for online
apply 04-01-2021 up to 15:00 hrs.  gyp.o45

Like us on: I3 facebook.comWestemRly

&3 PARADIP FORT TRUST

e-TEH e CEHRHENI L B4, Dd 110N

Marre [or [hawork “Conalruction and
renoyation of drinage sysiem
around MCHP inssde prohibied
grea” . Estlmeted cost @
Rs1.0a,71,518%, Lasi Date & lime ol
sibmizsion of Bid : DRI A2.302000 o
1780 Hrs, For detals pleasa reforthe
Websils © Rtips:leprocure.gav.in

APPEAL FOR IDENTIFICATION

The general public is hereby informed that
an unidentified person about 30-32 years of
age whose name, residence, and family is
unknown had been found dead behind ISBT
Sarai Kale Khan, opposite Barapullah @&
Flyover, New Delhi on 03.12.2020 at 7:45 ]

a.m. In this regard, a vide has been _r
registered with DD No: 13-A dated
03.12.2020 at PS Sun Light Colony, Delhi.
Sincere efforts have been made by the local
police to identify the deceased person, but no clue has come
to light so far.

The description of the UIDB is as under:

Sex: Male, Age: about 30-32 years, Height: 5'6”,
Complexion: Fair, Face: Oval, Built: Normal, Wearing:
White vest and blue jeans pant.

If anyone has any information about his relatives, kindly
inform the SHO/ Sun Light Colony, Delhi.

E-mail : cic@cbi.gov.in

Ph.: 011-24368638, 24368641
Fax : 011-24368639

DP/307/SE/2020

SHO
P.S. Sun Light Colony, Delhi.
Ph. No. 011-26347482, 26348324

EN=ATTES N

Exatilivg Engneer

BEFORE DEBTS RECOVERY
TRIBUNAL - lll, DELHI
4th Floor Jeevan Tara Building,
Parliament Street, New Delhi: 110 001
Notice under Section 19(4) of the Recovery of
Debts Due to Banks and Financial Institutions Act.
1993 read with Rule 12 & 13 of the Debts
Recovery Tribunal (Procedure Rules) 1993).
In the matter of O.A. NO. 226/2019
Axis Bank Ltd.
Applicant
Vs

AJAY KUMAR AND ORS
Defendants

D-1 Ajay Kumar, S/O Chandra Kishore
Shaw, F-94, 2nd Floor, Room No. -301,
Katwaria Sarai, New Delhi-110006.
Also At:-Honda Motor Cycle & Scooter
India Pvt. Ltd. Plot No. 152C-3, IMT
Manesar Gurgaon.
D-2 Pratibha Kumari, W/o Ajay Kumar,
F-94, 2nd floor, Katwaria Sarai, New
Delhi-1100016.
D-3 KST Infrastructure Pvt. Ltd.. 257 Atma
Ram Street Main Market Badarpur South
West Delhi-110044 Also At:-G-307, First
Floor Shopping Arcade Block-B, Sushant
Lok-1, Gurgaon-122009,
Also At: E-304, FF , Shopping Arcade
Block-B, Sushant Lok-1, Gurgaon-
122009.
Whereas the above named applicant has
instituted a case against you and whereas
it has been shown to the satisfaction of the
Tribunal that it is not possible to serve you
in ordinary way. Therefore, this notice is
given by advertisement directing you to
make appearance in this Tribunal
22/12/2020at10.30A.M..
Take notice that in case of your failure to
appear on the above mentioned day before
this Tribunal, the case will be heard and
decided in your absence.
Due to ongoing Pandemic situation, all
the matters will be taken up through
Video Conferencing and for that
purpose:-
(i)  All the Advocates/Litigants shall
download the Cisco Webex application
Isoftware;
(i) Meeting ID and Password for the
next date of hearing qua cases to be taken
by Registrar/Recovery Officer-l/ and
Recovery Officer-Il shall be available one
day prior to the next date at DRT Official
Portal i.e. drt.gov in under the Public
Notice Head.
(i) In any exigency qua that, the
Advocates/Litigants can contact the
concerned official at Ph. No. 23748469
Given under my hand and seal of this
Tribunal on this the 05th day of Nov.,
2020.

s .H:'*-' By Order of the Tribunal

e Assistant Registrar,
T DRT-III, New Delhi

fDEBTS RECOVERY TRIBUNAL-\
I DELHI

4TH FLOOR, JEEVAN TARA
BUILDING, PARLIAMENT
STREET, NEW DELHI- 110001.
OA No. 69/2017
ICICI Bank Limited Applicant
VERSUS
Sh. Amit Kumar & Ors.
Defendants

To,
1. Sh. Amit Kumar
S/o. Sh. Naresh Kumar Sharma
R/o: House No. G-92,
Gali No. 22, Rajpuri,
Nagar, New Delhi-110059.
And also at:
Flat No. A-161, 16th Floor,
Tower- A, Skywalks, Plot No.
GH-02C, Sector-12, Gautam
Budh Nagar, Greater Noida
West, Noida-201307.
2. Smt. Suman Devi
W/o. Sh. Amit Kumar
R/o: House No. G-92,
Gali No. 22, Rajpuri,
Nagar, New Delhi-110059.
And also at:
Flat No. A- 161, 16th Floor,
Tower- A, Skywalks, Plot No.
GH-02C, Sector-12, Gautam
Budh Nagar, Greater Noida
West, Noida-201307.
3. M/s. Value Infrabuild India Pvt.
Ltd. Having Its Registered
Office At: 715, Naurang House,
21 kasturba Gandhi Marg,
Connaught Place, New Delhi-
110001.
And Corporate Office At:
H-198, 2nd Floor, Sector-63,
Noida-201301.
Whereas the above named
applicant has instituted a case for
recovery of Rs. 17,37,885/-
(Rupees Seventeen lacs Thirty
Seven Thousand Eight Hundred
And Eighty Five Only) against
you and whereas it has been
shown to the satisfaction of the
Tribunal that it is not possible to
serve you in ordinary way.
Therefore, this notice is given by
advertisement directing you to
make appearance before Id.
Registrar on 24.03.2021 at 10:30
A.M. (for further details kindly visit
DRT website www.etribunal.gov.in
Phone Number: 011-23748473.)
Take notice that in case of your
failure to appear on the above
mentioned day before this
Tribunal, the case will be heard
and decided in your absence.
Due to ongoing Pandemic
Situation, all the matters will be
taken up through Video
Conferencing and for that
purpose:-
(1)All the Advocates/ Litigants shall
download the “Cisco webex”
application/ Software.
(ii) “Meeting ID” and “Password”
for the next date of hearing qua
cases to be taken by ‘Registrar/
Recovery Officer- I/ and Recovery
Officer- 1l shall be available one
day prior to the next date at DRT
Official Portal i.e. “drt.gov.in”
under the Public Notice Head.
(iii) In any exigency qua that, the
Advocates/ Litigants can contact
the concerned official at Ph. No.
011-23748473.
Given under my hand and seal of
the tribunal on this 27th
November of 2020

By order of this Tribunal

Uttam

Uttam

~ For registrar‘

Hisrtaaiis Works Diskiken Med
FETIFR!3aaiz0-21, OT.19.42.2020

PFC CONSULTING LIMITED

GLOBAL INVITATION (THROUGH E-BIDDING ONLY)

FOR SELECTION OF TRANSMISSION SERVICE PROVIDER ON
BUILD, OWN, OPERATE AND MAINTAIN (BOOM) BASIS FOR

INTER-STATE TRANSMISSION PROJECT

PFC Consulting Limited, a wholly owned subsidiary of Power Finance
Corporation Limited (A Government of India Undertaking), had invited the
proposals for setting up of transmission project “Transmission System
Strengthening Scheme for Evacuation of Power from Solar Energy Zones in
Rajasthan (8.1 GW) under Phase-Il Part-F” on March 06, 2020. An amendment
(Amendment No.-10) has been issued w.r.t. Qualification Requirement (QR).
Interested Bidders are advised to visit the website www.pfcclindia.com under
“Tender” Section for further updates on RfP documents.

(F 1 9T & TH)

CANTONMENT BOARD MATHURA B
INVITATION OF E-TENDERS (DUAL BID SYSTEM)

@

Electronic Bids are invited by Cantonment Board, Mathura for the under mentioned works:

Sl Estimated Cost| Earnest Money Tender fee
No Name of Work (Rs.) 2% (Rs.) (Rs.)
1. | Repair/Renovation of Partly bitumen
road from EME workshop gate to Army 11.28 lakh 22,560/ 1500/-
check post at Mathura Cantt.

No.CBM/TC/CA No.2/2020-21/436
Dated: 10 December, 2020

Cost of tender is shown in NIT. The interested contractors / firms may look up the website
http://eprocure.gov.in/cppp/.

Chief Executive Officer
Cantonment Board, mathura
(Nagesh Kumar Pandey)

schecubsd 1o be
fadiinigtalive raascna,
The reyize] oy dales ars ag under. Soods iz Exlimale o2t may be read as B=21332EAT1/- instand
al R 2155021467 - tsme limil may be read 18 monpth Fetasd of 15 monlks

HiIMACHAL PRADESH

PUELIC WORKS DEPARTMEMNT

"AMENDMENT"

In B mlics invirg lereder ag caled Tor vide this eflice RLLT Mo PW-RID-IUTAMI G aeine'19,.20-14%19-
SR catsd 16102020 ared eyven Al NoO14820 dabed 19912020, Ter the wark Consbiction of
AdminCim Academic block in Vallabh Degres College Mandi HP Phase-1 (SH:-Construstion of
buiilding portson inchuding WS & S, rafn harvesting sysiem, providing El & ward lightirg) which was
uplaacsd soling o 1122020 could nol Be uploadsd an dus dals due b tashinics

Er. Mo Descripiion My b read a3 Tretaad of

1 |Dale of on bne 10 T2 200 al 11 .00 AN 1.12.2020 = 5.00 PM

2 |Dacom=nl dowricas arvd end came | 10120000 al 11.00AK upta | 1,12, 2020 a1 600 PR U i3
2312 2020 al 5008 16,13.2020 =1 5.00PM

3 |20 submission sl and ong don | 10122000 al 1,30 A8 up o |1.12, 2020 o 5.90 FM up i
20,12 200 al B.00 W 15, 122080 a1 .00 P

T |Ciin of technical B g |23 =200 ar 11.30 &M T5.12.2000 Al 11,30 A

S |Phepecal aulimdesion ol ceigrea EMDupte 24,12 2020 at 19,0088 Lpte e 12 2020 al 11,005

sred noesh of lendar documeni ale.

Resl of e lemms and cordilions shal reman unchanged.
HIM SUCHANA AVAM JANSAMPARK
Excoutive Englneer, Mandl Division Mao. I

S, PR DE-TA-RICH e -inai 2 0 Duded -

HFE.FWD Mandi.
LHAAHF

gﬂl

MACHAL PRADESH INFRASTRUCTURE DEVELOPMENT BOARD g,

on behall of MUNECIFAL CORPORATION, MANDI| (GOVT OF HIMACHAL PRADESH)

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL for

Development of Mulli-Slorey Parking-cum-Commencial Complex at U-Block, Mandi
Himachal Fradesn Infrastuciure Cevelopmeant Bosrd (HRIDE) on behelf of Muenicipel
Conporation, Mandi, Himachal Pradesh progoses to develop Mufti-Slarey Parking-cum-
Commarcia! Compées at U-Block, Mandi, Hmachal Pradesh on PPP moda undar DEFOT
s For b penicd of 30 years which & inchsive of construcion pencd of 24 rmonils, wilha
provision of First Right of Refusal,
Farfurher dedalls e, delalled scops af work, minimum aligibility eriteria, bidding procedure
and othar terms and condilions, plesse refar to the datailad RFP documents hosied on our
website httpithimachalservices.nic.inthpidb! or contact at the addrassas given beloe
Thax inlerasied bidders are inviled o aliesd he peesbid messling wiech shall be bekd on
05th January, 2021 at 1100 hes at HPIOB ollice, Ehimla. For lurther wpdabes, pheaaa bt the
aferamentionad webside perodically as all further updeles shall be posted on websils onty.

Far furihear informeation, pha:

The Generad Manager

HPIDE, Maw Himrus Buldng, Croular Rosd,
Hirrdand, Shiesda -1 71007, [75)

Fhone: +51- 1772626806, 22T E, Fax 81 - 1770627804
Eseil hpide-nadiritin

Inviles

LAST DATE FOR RECIEPT OF PROPOBAL IS ONBEFORE 121k Februsary, 2021 (UFTO 1600 HRS}

g2 contact

The Commissioner
bdunicipal Carporation, Mandi,
Henachal Fradesh

Ahona: +81- 1905-222146 ]
Ermall; meorp.mandu@igmail.carm

Diate: 11122020

)

i

Ref no:

A

OFFICE OF THE MANAGING DIRECTOR
ASSAM STATE TRANSPORT CORPORATION,
PALTANBAZAR GUWAHATI-781008

ASTC/H.O/STY/20-21/ 9128

RE -
Sealed tender are invited from interested reputed authorised firm for printing and supply of the
following group of items, which will be received by the undersigned up to 1 pm on the last date
shown against each group of items given below and will be open on the same day at 3 pm.

TENDER NOTICE

lats

H L

Date: 10.12.2020

Sl Name of the items Date of Tender Last date of

no form issue receipt

1. |JASTC Wayside Ticket Book 11-12-2020 29-12-2020

2. |P.0.B Wayside Ticket Book 11-12-2020 29-12-2020

3. |ASTC City Bus Ticket, SFT Ticket and A/C Airport Ticket 11-12-2020 29-12-2020

4. |General Stationery ltems 11-12-2020 30-12-2020

5. |Computer Stationery ltems Money Receipt, Time Sheet (General 11-12-2020 30-12-2020
and JnANURM)

6. |Cash Book, D/Oil Cash Memo, Summary Sheet, Numerical 11-12-2020 30-12-2020
Ledger Sheet, Bin card, Long Sheet, etc

The bidder must submit their bid documents in prescribed forms and details which may be col-
lected from the Stationery Section, ASTC,H.O, Paltanbazar,Guwahati-08 on payment of
Rs.500/-(Rupees Five Hundred Only) in Cash as tender fee (non Refundable) for each group
of items or else the tender document can be downloaded from the website of ASTC,
"www.astc.assam.gov.in" and the tender fee of Rs.500/-(Rupees Five Hundred Only) can be
submitted in the form of demand draft in favour of "Managing Director, Assam State
Transport Corporation", which must be submitted along with the bid documents.

ASTC, Paltan bazar, Guwahati-08

Sd/-
Chief Engineer (A&T)

New Delhi
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e-voter ID
from next
state polls

RITIKACHOPRA
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 1

IN A move to assist voters and
help cut printing and distribu-
tion costs, the Election
Commission is keen to make the
Elector’s Photo Identity Card
(EPIC) available in electronic
form to be downloaded and
stored on smartphones, tablets
and computers, like the
e-boarding pass for air travel.

The move is currently at the
proposal stage, and needs to be
approved by the full
Commission: Chief Election
Commissioner Sunil Arora and
Election Commissioners Sushil
Chandra and Rajiv Kumar.

Sources told The Indian
Express that the proposal may
come up for consideration be-
fore the next set of Assembly
elections, when West Bengal,
Assam, Kerala, Tamil Nadu and
Puducherry will vote in early
summer 2021.

Currently, EPIC is only avail-
able in hard copy, and has to be
produced in original by voters on
election day.

To avail the digital facility, el-
igible voters will have to provide
their mobile number or email
address to the Commission at
the time of applying for enrol-
ment in the voters’ list.

Once the names are included
in the roll, voters will be inti-
mated through SMS or email.
The new voters can download
the Voter Card as a PDF file
through OTP (One Time
Password) authentication.

Existing voters may have to
reverify their details with the EC
— similar to the bank KYC
process — and provide their
email or mobile phone number

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4
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‘NEARLY 80% FARMERS SMALL & MARGINAL, DESERVE NEW BENEFITS’

Continuetalks, Govt committed to hear
o farmers, addressissues: Law Minister

‘We agreed on
legal points over
dispute resolution
and registration
of traders’

HARIKISHAN SHARMA
& APURVAVISHWANATH
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER1

TWO DAYS after farmer unions
rejected concessions offered by
the Centre on the new farm laws,
Union Minister of Law and Justice
Ravi Shankar Prasad appealed to
farmers Friday to continue dis-
cussions with the government.

“After all, in discussions if
they had any point which we
thought we need to address, we
addressed. On legal points on the
dispute resolution mechanism
and registration of traders in the
Act, we agreed,” Prasad told The
Indian Express.

“Our hope is that more and
more persuasion will make
them (farmers)realise that there
is light at the end of the tunnel,
and ultimately itis in their inter-
est,” he said.

While he did not specify the
modalities of how and when the
government will act on the pro-
posal made to the farmers protest-
ing at the borders of Delhi, Prasad
underlined that the government’s
collective commitmentis to “hear

CONTINUEDONPAGE 4

A group of farmers at the protest site at the Singhu border, in New Delhi on Friday. Abhinav Saha

Govt ignored Opp on farm laws,
now don’t test farmers: Pawar

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, DECEMBER 11

WITH THE farm protests spilling
over to the third week and no
end in sight to the deadlock, for-
mer Union agriculture minister
and NCP chief Sharad Pawar
Friday slammed the Centre for
not heeding the advice of
Opposition parties and hurrying
the new agriculture laws
through Parliament — and cau-
tioned it against testing the pa-

Farmers on way to Delhi, near Ludhiana on Friday. Gurmeet Singh

‘If quick
decision not
taken,
protests can
spread’

tience of farmers.

Speaking to reporters in
Mumbai, Pawar also warned that
the farmers' agitation may spread
from Delhi's borders to other parts
of the country if the Government
does not take a decision soon.

“When these Bills were tabled
before Parliament, it was conveyed
to the Government that even
thoughitwas possible for themat
thatmoment toclear these impor-
tant Bills without any discussion,
there was bound to be a reaction
from the farmers at a later stage.
But the Government did not pay
heed tothisand cleared these Bills
with a nominal discussion of 15-
20 minutes,” Pawar said.

"Today, the farmers have
taken an extreme position that

CONTINUEDONPAGE 4
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New convoy of over 1,500 vehicles
makes way from Punjab to Delhi

RAAKHIJAGGA
LUDHIANA, DECEMBER 11

OVER 1,500 vehicles, including
about 1,300 tractor-trolleys, from
nearly 1,000 villages in seven dis-
tricts. This is the size of a new
convoy of protesters from Punjab
that is expected to reach the
Delhi border over the weekend,

according to the Kisan Mazdoor
Sangarsh Committee (KMSC),
which launched the first major
protest in the state against the
Centre's farm laws with the rail
blockade from September-end.
KMSC leaders told The Indian
Express that the convoy, in mul-
tiple groups, will replace the first
batch of protesters that reached
the border along Kundli on 100

tractor-trollers two weeks ago.
“There is a huge gathering al-
ready at Delhi's borders, but we
will find a way. If we don't get
space, we will stop wherever we
can. Besides, we already have a
stage at Kundli. We will replace
those already there, who will re-
turn home,” said Satnam Singh
Pannu, president, KMSC.
CONTINUEDONPAGE 4

Govt readies 3D printing policy for
local firms to join new global market

AASHISHARYAN
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 11

EYEING AN emerging global
market, the Ministry of
Electronics and Information
Technology (MeitY) will soon
come up with a policy aimed at
promoting 3D printing onanin-
dustrial scale and helping do-
mestic companies “overcome
technical and economic barri-
ers” so that they can build sup-
portive and ancillary facilities for
world leaders in the technology,

such as the US and China.

The policy will help develop
a “conducive ecosystem for de-
sign, development and deploy-
ment” of 3D printing and addi-
tive manufacturing, Government
officials told The Indian Express.

“3D printing and a viable in-
dustry around it is mostly in the
shape of additive manufacturing,
wherein companies make spe-
cific products for projects where
there are very specific demands
such as lightweight equipment,
etc. Our aim for now is to build
around that requirement,” a sen-

ior IT Ministry official said.

A draft policy paper on the
subject will soon be sent out to
experts in the domain to seek
their opinion on the way ahead.
The global market for additive
manufacturing is expected to
reach $ 34.8 billion by 2024,
whichis growing atacompound
annual growth rate of 23.2 per
cent, according to the IT
Ministry's estimates.

3D printing or additive man-
ufacturing uses computer-aided
designing to make prototypes or

CONTINUEDONPAGE 4

Eyeon
@ theworld

EXPLAINED

THE FOCUS on 3D print-
ing is one of the ways the
Government is looking to
set up industries that can
contribute to the gross
value addition of specific
precision products that
are in high demand inter-
nationally. Being a new
technology, it will also
enable the Government
to gain market share in
Asia by collaborating
with world leaders such
as the US and China.

ATTACK ON NADDA'’S CONVOY

Bengal says no to
Centre summons;
addressing issue:

chief secy to MHA

After Gov report, Home Secy calls top
state officers to discuss law and order

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA,NEW DELHI,
DECEMBERT

THE CHIEF secretary of West
Bengal has written to the union
home secretary providing details
of the security arrangements
made for BJP president ] PNadda,
and asked the central official to
“kindly dispense” with state offi-
cials atameeting he has called to
discuss law and order in the state.

Chief Secretary Alapan
Bandopadhyay wrote to Union
Home Secretary Ajay Bhalla af-
ter the Home Ministry sum-
moned him and Director-
General of Police Virendra to be
present in North Block for a
meeting on Monday.

The Centre issued the sum-
monson the basis of areport sent
by West Bengal Governor Jagdeep
Dhankhar on Friday morning
about law and order in the state,
where Nadda's convoy was at-
tacked with stones and sticks, al-
legedly by supporters of the

B e T

BJP chief JP Nadda’s convoy
was attacked Thursday. Express

Trinamool Congress,on Thursday.
Ten BJP workers and leaders, in-
cluding national general secretary
Kailash Vijayvargiya and national
vice president Mukul Roy, suf-
fered minor injuries.
“lamtoinformyou thatas re-
quested...theincidents regarding
certainZ category protectees are
already being examined at our
end,” the chief secretary wrote to
the union home secretary.
“We have indeed made elab-
orate arrangements for security
CONTINUEDONPAGE 4

Cong lost political focus
after I became President,
Pranab wrote in memoir

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 11

THE LATE Pranab Mukherjee be-
lieved that the leadership of the
Congress lost political focus af-
ter he became President, and
that Manmohan Singh's preoc-
cupation with saving the UPA
coalition impacted governance,
according to excerpts from
Mukherjee's forthcoming mem-
oir that were released by the
book's publisher, Rupa, on Friday,
his birth anniversary.

According to Mukherjee,
some leaders of the Congress be-
lieved that had he become Prime
Minister in 2004, the “drubbing”
0f 2014 may have been avoided.
Narendra Modi's style is “auto-
cratic”, Mukherjee believed, as
per the extracts.

“Some members of the
Congress have theorized that,
had I become the PM in 2004,
the party might have averted the

In TN, 100 kg gold missing from CBI
custody, HC orders police probe

ARUN JANARDHANAN
CHENNAI,DECEMBER 11

IN A major embarrassment to
the CBI, the Madras High Court
Friday ordered the Tamil Nadu
Police to probe the disappear-
ance of 103 kg gold (amounting
to more than Rs 43 crore) from
the agency's custody, rejecting
its plea that "the prestige of the
CBI would come down if inves-
tigation is done by the local po-
lice". Asking the CB-CID to regis-
teranFIR, the court said: “It may

be an agni pariksha (trial by fire)
for the CBI, but that cannot be
helped. If their hands are clean,
like Sita, they may come out
brighter. If not, they would have
to face the music.”

On the CBI Special Public
Prosecutor asking for a probe by
the CBI or National Investigation
Agency instead of the state po-
lice, Judge PN Prakash said, “The
court cannot subscribe to this
view, because the law does not
sanction such an inference. All
policemen have to be trusted
and it does not lie in the mouth

of one to say that the CBI have
special horns, whereas, the local
police have only a tail.”

The CBI had seized the gold
in connection with cases dating
back to 2012 filed over allega-
tions that officials of Minerals
and Metals Trading Corporation
of India(MMTC) in Chennai had
shown undue favours towards
Surana Corporation Limited,
which dealt in import of gold
and silver. The gold, amounting
to 400.47 kg, and in the form of
bars and ornaments, was seized

CONTINUEDONPAGE 4

President Ram Nath Kovind
pays tribute to Pranab
Mukherjee on Friday. P11

2014 Lok Sabha drubbing.
Though I don’t subscribe to this
view, I do believe that the party’s
leadership lost political focus af-
ter my elevation as President.
While Sonia Gandhi was unable
to handle the affairs of the party,
Dr Singh'’s prolonged absence
from the House put an end to
any personal contact with other
MPs,” Mukherjee has written.
The Presidential Years, the
fourth volume of the former
CONTINUEDONPAGE 4
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HARISH DAMODARAN
NEW DELHI, DECEMBERT1

KARNATAKA HAS become the
latest BJP-ruled state to put a
stringent anti-cattle slaughter
Bill in motion. On Friday, the
state government said that it
would bring in an ordinance to
implement the provisions of the
Bill, which was passed by the
Assembly on Wednesday but
could not be approved by the
Legislative Council before the
session got over. The striking fea-
ture of this Bill is its definition of
'cattle". It includes not just cows,
bulls, bullocks and calves, but

also male and female buffaloes.
That makes it a comprehensive
anti-bovine slaughter Bill.

This is unlike the laws in
other states, whose scope is re-
stricted only to the Bos taurus
species. The latter include cows,
bulls, bullocks and calves, but not
buffaloes, that belong to a sepa-
rate Bubalus bubalis species.
'Cattle' in animal taxonomy cov-
ers just Bos taurus. Cattle and
buffaloes are together termed
'bovines'.

Prior to Karnataka, it was
Maharashtra, under the previous
BJP-led government of Devendra
Fadnavis, which had enacted the
most rigorous anti-slaughter leg-

islation. The Maharashtra Animal
Preservation (Amendment) Act
of 2015 made slaughter of bulls
and bullocks a crime, punishable
withajail termof up to five years.
Previously, the ban onkilling was
limited to cows and only attracted
six months' imprisonment.

The B S Yediyurappa admin-
istration’s Karnataka Prevention
of Slaughter and Preservation of
Cattle Bill goes beyond
Maharashtra’s. For the first time,
any person who slaughters or of-
fers for slaughter even buffaloes
can be accused of committing a
cognizable offence and jailed for
not less than three and extend-
ing to seven years. No other state
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— including Yogi Adityanath’s
Uttar Pradesh and Shivraj Singh
Chouhan’s Madhya Pradesh —
has so far made buffalo slaugh-
terillegal.

The only concession that the
Karnataka Bill makes is to define
cattle as bovines “below the age
of thirteen years”. In other
words, both cattle and buffaloes
that are aged beyond 13 years
can be culled. But from a dairy
farmer’s standpoint, that isn’t
particularly helpful.

Atypical crossbred cow takes
17-18 months to come to puberty
and be ready for insemination.
Adding 9-10 months of preg-
nancy, it will deliver its first calf

New Delhi

and start producing milk at 27-
28 months. Subsequent calvings,
after factoring in three-four
months post-partum rest, hap-
pen every 13-14 months.
Farmers usually don’t keep a cow
beyond five-six calvings, when
milk yields fall and the returns
don’t justify the costs of feeding
and maintenance. By then, the
animal is seven-eight years old.
The same goes for buffaloes,
which take even longer (3.5-4
years) to calve first and have 15-
16 months inter-calving period.
Their productive age, too, isn’t
beyond 9-10 years. No farmer
can afford to wait for 13 years, by
which time the animal ceases to

Effect of new slaughter laws: cattle numbers fall in BJP-ruled states

even have any salvage value. The
small amount that the farmer
may receive is more than offset
by the cost of feeding during the
animal’s unproductive years.
The impact of anti-slaughter
laws —and more so, their aggres-
sive enforcement —can be seenin
the official Livestock Census data.
Between 2012 and 2019, UP, MP,
Gujaratand Maharashtra(which,
till a year ago, was a BJP-ruled
state) saw their cattle populations
dwindle. These same states, how-
ever, registered increases in their
buffalo numbers. UP, Gujarat and
Haryana — and also Punjab and
Andhra Pradesh— today have
CONTINUEDONPAGE 4
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WHAT DOES FDA ADVISORY PANEL'S APPROVAL FOR PFIZER/BIONTECH

VACCINE MEAN?

Anadvisory panel of the US’s Food and Drug Administration (FDA) recommended that the regulator provide
emergency use approval for Pfizer/BioNTech’s COVID-19 vaccine. Here's what that means.

MOVIE REVIEW: DURGAMATI

WEB INTERVIEW

UNINTENTIONALLY
HILARIOUS

There are zero thrills or
chills in Hindi remake
of Bhaagmathie

‘ENCRYPTION CENTRAL
TOTRUST

Noelle de Guzman of
Internet Society on
traceability

EXPRESS

Why sportspersons
speaking in support of
farmers matters

NEW EPISODE EVERYDAY

In the latest episode of the Express Sports
podcast, we talk about the reason why
farmers are getting support from
sportspersons, and why it matters.

Attack on police:
Court allows UP
govt plea to drop
case against BJP
leader, others

MANISH SAHU
LUCKNOW,DECEMBERT1

ALOCAL court in Rampur has al-
lowed the Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment’s application to withdraw
acase in which policemen were
attacked and a police jeep was
set on fire by protesters follow-
ing aroad accident that claimed
the lives of eight people in
Rampurin 2007.

Among the 16 accused in the
case are BJP leader and former
Milak Nagar Panchayat chairman
Deeksha Gangwar and her hus-
band, Narendra Singh Gangwar.

The couple had joined the BJP
in2014.

“The state government’s plea
for withdrawing the case was
filedinalocal court on December
3.Additional District and Sessions
Judge Rashmi Rani allowed the
application on Monday,” said
Rampur District Government
Counsel Dalvinder Singh.

The state government issued
an order for the withdrawal of
the case in July this year, but due
to some confusion, it could not
be moved in the court, he said.

Defence counsel S S Kapoor
said the court was hearing the fi-
nal arguments.

“The case was politically mo-
tivated. Our opponents got us
framed. My husband and I were
sent to jail in the case,” said
Gangwar.

Moradabad BJP president Raj
Pal Singh Chauhan said
Gangwar’s husband does not
hold any position in the party.

Two months on,
missing woman

and 3 kids found
hanging; suicide
case lodged

SAGARRAJPUT
MUMBAI, DECEMBER 11

NEARLY TWO months after they
went missing, the decomposed
bodies of a 30-year-old woman
and her three children were on
Thursday found hanging from a
tree ina forestat Umberkhand in
Maharashtra’s Bhiwandi taluka.

The deceased have been
identified as Ranjana Bangari
and her children Darshana (12),
Rohit (9) and Rohini (6).

The Padgha police has regis-
tered a case of harassment and
abetment to suicide against
Ranjana's husband Sripath (35)
and his second wife Savita (28).
Theyareyettobe arrested, as they
are currently admitted at J] hos-
pitalin Mumbai after they drank
pesticides and tried to die by sui-
cide after discovering the bodies.

Sripath had married Savita
on October 16 without divorcing
Ranjana and brought her home,
said a police officer. “Ranjana
stayed with them for four days...
but on October 20, following an
altercation with Sripath, she left
the house with their three chil-
dren," said Thane Rural police SP
Vikram Deshmane.

When she could not be
traced, Sripath approached the
Padgha police station, where a
missing complaint was filed.

Some villagers on Thursday
went to the jungle to collect wood
and found four decomposed bod-
ies hanging from a tree. They
were identified with the help of
their clothes, police said. “We
have ascertained that it is a case
of suicide. Now, we will be inves-
tigating how the woman killed
her three children before hanging
herself — whether she hanged
them directly or poisoned them
before hanging them,” said
Deputy SP Dilip Godbole.

FROMPAGE ONE

Pranab memoir

President's memoirs, published
by Rupa, will go on sale next
month. Mukherjee passed away
on August 31 at the age of 84.

“I believe that the moral au-
thority to govern vests with the
PM. The overall state of the na-
tion s reflective of the function-
ing of the PM and his adminis-
tration,” Mukherjee has written,
according to the excerpts.

“While Dr Singh was preoc-
cupied with saving the coalition,
which tooka toll on governance,
Modi seemed to have employed
a rather autocratic style of gov-
ernance during his first term, as
seen by the bitter relationship
among the government, the leg-
islature and the judiciary. Only
time will tell if there is a better
understanding on such matters
in the second term of this gov-
ernment.”

In the third volume of his
memoirs, The Coalition Years,
Mukherjee had revealed that he
believed he could have been the
Congress's choice for Prime
Minister even in 2012.

He recalled that Sonia
Gandhi had told him on June 2,
2012 that he was most emi-
nently suited for the high office
of the President, but he should
not forget the crucial role he was
playing in the functioning of the
UPA government. In fact, Sonia
asked him to suggest an alterna-
tive name as the UPA’s presiden-
tial nominee.

“The meeting ended and I re-
turned with a vague impression
that she might wish to consider
Manmohan Singh as the UPA
presidential nominee. I thought
thatif she selected Singh for the
presidential office, she may
choose me as the prime minis-
ter. | had heard a rumour that
she had given this formulation
serious thought while on a hol-
iday in the Kaushambhi hills,”
Mukherjee had said in his book.

At the release function of
Mukherjee’s memoir, Singh had
said: “He (Mukherjee) had every
reason to feel a grievance that he
was better qualified than I was
to become the Prime Minister
(in2004). But he also knew that
I had no choice in the matter...
He had every reason to believe
that he should be the Prime
Minister, that didn’t happen. But
that didn’t affect our relation-
ship and that relationship of
thick and abiding friendship will
last, will last as long as we both
are living.”

Cattle numbers

more buffaloes than cattle.

The 2019 Census, in fact, saw
West Bengal overtake UP as
India’s No. 1 cattle state. The
irony is that the state permits
slaughter of all animals. It
merely has an animal slaughter
“control” law. Under it, any ani-
mal -- be it cattle or buffalo --
canbe slaughtered. All that is re-
quiredis a certificate froma vet-
erinary officer stating that the
animal is “fit for slaughter”.

If the stated objective behind
enacting an anti-slaughter leg-
islation is “preservation of cat-
tle”, that message is clearly not
being heeded by farmers. They
seem more inclined towards
rearing animals that can be eas-
ily disposed of once their useful
life is over.

New convoy

“The convoy has protesters
from Amritsar, Gurdaspur, Taran
Taran, Jalandhar, Hoshiarpur,
Ferozepur  and Moga.
Coordinating with each other,
they gathered at Doraha in
Ludhiana on National Highway
1atabout 5 pm. They will move
ahead in smaller groups so that
the highway doesn't get con-
gested,” said Pannu, whois from
Piddi village in Gurdaspur.

KMSCleaders estimated that
the convoy is carrying about
30,000 protesters on tractor-
trolleys, with another 1,000 in
cars. District officials said they

were not keeping a count of pro-
testers and vehicles headed to
Delhi.

Baljinder Singh Sandhu,
KMSC press secretary, said the
new convoy will dig in for the
long haul. “We are going with ra-
tions, quilts, clothes, LPG cylin-
ders, buckets, etc. Our trolleys
are covered with waterproof
sheets and we are prepared for
the adverse weather expected in
Delhi,” said Sandhu, who is from
Talwandi Nepalan village in
Ferozepur.

Pannu said the convoy will
stop over at Shahbad Markanda
inHaryana before the first batch
reaches the Delhi border by
Saturday afternoon. “This jour-
ney is unstoppable now. The
Centre should have listened to
us in June-July. Ab Delhi dur
nahin (Now Delhi is not far),”
said Pannu.

The Indian Express spoke to
several protesters from the con-
voy, who described the agitation
as a “fight to keep private com-
panies away” from their land.

“l am a small farmer with 3
acres of land. My father passed
away a few years ago, and my
two brothers farm on their share
of the land. The farm laws are a
death warrant for us. What if
contract farming by private
companies ultimately turns me
into an employee on their land?
That's why I am going to lodge
my protest in Delhi,” said
Amandeep Singh, 31, from
Kachhar Bhana village of
Ferozepur.

“What if these fields will not
remain mine? [ have to fight for
myself and my future genera-
tions. The fields are our mother.
The farmer has a lot of affection
for his land. These laws are not
good,” said Dharam Singh Sidhu,
from Lalcheeian village in
Ferozepur.

With police deployment
minimal, state government offi-
cials said they would not prevent
the movement of farmers. “We
are not keeping any check on the
movement of tractors. The
Constitution of India allows free
movement of people anywhere
in the country,” said a senior of-
ficial in Ludhiana.

“The movement of tractors is
routine now. Many people go
and many come back as well,”
said a senior police officer.

Centre summons

cover for the protectees yester-
day. The West Bengal Police has
provided a bulletproof carand pi-
lot to SriJ P Nadda, which was in
addition to the escort (vehicle by
State, personnel by CRPF) and
PSOs(CRPF) heis entitled asZ cat-
egory protectee.

“The DIG (Police) of the range
was stationed in the area to per-
sonally supervise the police
arrangements, while four
Additional SPs, 8 DySPs , 14
Inspectors, 70 Sls/ASIs, 40 RAF
personnel, 259 constables and
350 members of auxiliary forces
were deployed on the route and
at the venue at Diamond
Harbour...”

Bandopadhyay made the
point that the “tagging of many
vehicles to the protectee convoy
made the situation unwieldy, be-
cause typically security authori-
ties are to handle a protectee con-
voy of a few vehicles only”. Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee had
asked on Thursday why the BJP
president needed a “50-car con-
voy, apart from 30 press vehicles
and 40 motorbikes”.

The police have registered
three cases relating to the inci-
dent, including two on the van-
dalism that left several vehicles
inNadda's convoy damaged, and
arrested  seven  people,
Bandopadhyay wrote to Bhalla.

“While further reports are be-
ing obtained and compiled, in the
circumstances, [ am directed to
request you to kindly dispense
with the presence of the state of-
ficials in the meeting, consider-
ing that the state government is
already addressing the issue with

concerns.”

“But we are equally keen
that what we have adopted is
the right way for their future.
Mainly, that they have to be
freed from the clutches of the
mandis, and they have to be
given new opportunities,” he
said.

“Nearly 80 per cent of the
farmers are small and marginal
farmers. Should they not be al-
lowed the benefits of technol-
ogy? Should they not be al-
lowed the benefits of the new

be allowed the discretion toin-

their produce? This is the fun-
damental issue,” he said.

Asked about the way for-
ward if farmers continue to re-
fuse government concessions
and push for repealing the
laws, Prasad said “democracy
is ultimately dialogue, persua-
sionand reaching out. And that
will be the only way out.”

if the state wants a solution
out of this present agitation, it
needs to first withdraw these
Bills,” he said.

“The Centre, however,
does not seem to be receptive
to this demand and this strug-
gle may be prolonged for a
few more days... The farmer is
the food provider of our coun-
try. It is my request to the
Centre that it should not test
their patience anymore,” said
the ruling coalition in
Maharashtra.

the farmers and address their

opportunity? Should they not

teract with the purchaser of

Pawar, whose party is part of

Continue talks, Govt committed to hear
farmers, address concerns: Law Minister

New Delhi: Union Agriculture
Minister Narendra Singh
Tomar said Friday that “anti-
social elements” were "con-
spiring to spoil the atmos-
phere of the farmers'
movement". Ina Twitter post

ANTI-SOCIALS PLOTTING, SAYS TOMAR

in Hindi, he urged the farm-
ers to be "vigilant" and not
provide their platform to
"anti-social elements". He re-
iterated that the government
was ready for discussions
with farmers.

“The Prime Minister very
beautifully put it yesterday in
a different context -- kuchh
kahiye, kuchh suniye. This
kahiye suniye (discussion) is
going on for last 20 years.”

Referring to the protests in
Delhi, he said nobody must be
allowed to settle personal polit-
ical battles through the farmers.

“l am only apprehending
that those who have a different
agenda, and are facing legal
consequences of their separate
agenda on issues including
sovereignty and integrity of
India, are seeking to penetrate

The political veteran also
said that given the Centre's
stance, the deadlock may con-
tinue and even spread. “ have
got information that 700 trac-
tors full of farmers have joined
the protests today. If a quick
decision is not taken, these
protests can spread,” Pawar
said.

Asked about Union
Minister Raosaheb Danve's
comment about the alleged
involvement of China and
Pakistan in the farmers' agita-
tion, he said: “Some people do

there,” he said.

“Let them fight their own
battle. The legal process is go-
ing on. Farmers’ issue is more
important. We have all our
sympathy for the farmers,” he
said.

Stating that there were
consultations before the legis-
lation of the three farm laws,
Prasad said, “I can safely say
there has been almost a bipar-
tisan consensus for the last
close to 20 years about basi-
cally three things: liberalise the
Agriculture Produce Marketing
Committee Act; open the trade

Govt ignored Opp on farm laws, now
don’t test farmers, says Sharad Pawar

not have the sense of what
should be said where and
how. We should not pay at-
tention to such comments.”
The last five rounds of talks
between the Government and
farmers have remained incon-
clusive. The last scheduled
round of talks, on December
9, was cancelled after a meet-
ing between Union Home
Minister Amit Shah and rep-
resentatives of farm unions.
The Centre then extended
a new set of proposals to re-
solve the crisis, including a

for farmers; give choice to the
farmers and bring in private in-
vestment.”

He also referred to state-
ments made in 2011 by then
Union Agriculture Minister
Sharad Pawar on amending
the APMC Act.

“I can tell you that the
Planning Commission recom-
mended in 2011 itself that
there is a need to amend the
APMC Act. As chairman of the
Commission, then Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh
was also behind the reforms,”
he said.

On the argument of the
states that the new farm laws
dilute their powers to legislate
onagriculture, whichis a State
subject under the Constitution,
Prasad said the laws stood on
“sound Constitutional ground”.

“We have legislated under
Entry 33 of the Concurrent List
under the Constitution which
is trade. We have examined
thisissue,” he said.

written assurance on continu-
ation of minimum support
price (MSP)-based procure-
ment and parity in transac-
tions inside and outside
Agricultural Produce Market
Committee (APMC) mandis.

But farm leaders rejected
the proposals and said that
they would escalate their
protests if the laws were not
fully repealed. On Thursday,
the Centre issued a fresh call
for farmers to end their agita-
tion and join a new round of
talks.

utmost seriousness,” he said.

Earlier in the day, a senior
Home Ministry official had told
The Indian Express that Governor
Dhankhar had sent a report on
the attack, “and how it transpired
despite the chief secretary and
DGPbeing alerted about security
needs of the visit”.

The Governor's report had
“painted a grim picture of the law
and order situation in the state,”
the official said. “Todiscuss these
issues, the chief secretary and the
DGP have been summoned.”

The official said that the state
government officers had been
summoned because they did not
respond to the home secretary’s
letter of Thursday, seeking a re-
port on the attack on Nadda’s
convoy.

In Kolkata, the West Bengal
Police said inareport to the chief
minister that the attack on
Nadda's convoy was the result of
“provocation”, and that barring
the “10-15 minutes” of trouble at
Sirakol in South 24-Parganas dis-
trict, the rest of the journey to
Diamond Harbour from Kolkata
was peaceful.

“Adequate security cover
was provided and the untoward
incident which was based on
provocation lasted for 10 to 15
minutes. There were a large
number of vehicles and motor-
bikes in front and back of the
convoy, which was against the
norms. A detailed report has
been submitted to the CM,” a
senior police officer said.

The report identified a BJP
leader named Rakesh Singh, who
along with others, provoked the
attackers in Sirakol, it said. One of
the three cases registered by po-
lice is against Singh; the other
two are for the vandalism.

Responding to the police re-
port, Mukul Roy told a press con-

ference in Kolkata: “Itis true that
abulletproof car was provided (to
Nadda)by the state police. But we
did not see policemen along the
route. The handful of policemen
we saw, stood as mute spectators
aswe were attacked. Had Naddaji
not been inside a bulletproof car,
anything could have happened to
him. Thisisalawless state. I think
President's Rule should be im-
posed immediately in Bengal.”
Roy insisted that Rakesh Singh
“did not do anything provoca-
tive”.

Union Home Minister Amit
Shahis scheduled to visit Bengal
on December 19. He will meet
with members of the Matua
community in Bongaon, and
speak on the new Citizenship
(Amendment) Act. Most
Matuas are Hindu refugees from
Bangladesh who have long de-
manded citizenship in India.

Shah is scheduled to visit
Shantiniketan in Birbhum district
for an official engagement.

3D printing

working models of objects by
laying down successive layers of
materials such as plastic, resin,
thermoplastic, metal, fiber or ce-
ramic. With the help of software,
the model to be printed is first
developed by the computer,
which then gives instructions to
the 3D printer.

“So, there is not only the
manufacturing aspect of it, but
also design and software. The
policy will aim to cover both
sides. We have a headstart as far
as software is concerned. The
ideais tobuild onit,” the official
said.

According to the draft policy,
the Central Government will
also look to encourage market
leaders to establish global bases
for 3D manufacturing in India,

while also discouraging imports
of printed material for domestic
requirements.

“One of the key applications
for such products is in the med-
ical and allied sector. The chal-
lenge there is lack of standards
since it (3D printing) is a very
niche and new domain. There
are no global qualifications and
certification norms. So that will
be a key challenge,” another of-
ficial said.

Other key areas of focus in-
clude the auto and ancillary auto
and motor spare part business,
such as engines, interior and ex-
terior parts of luxury vehicles, or
landing gear, complex brackets,
and turbine blades.

“There can be some applica-
tion of it in consumer electron-
ics, printed circuit boards, cloth-
ing, toys and jewellery as well.
Only after we get some feedback
from experts, both in India and
the world, can we start to define
the industries where it can be
more viable and useful than oth-
ers,” the official said.

Asia leads the world in 3D
printing, and about 50 per cent
of its market is cornered by
China, followed by Japan at 30
per cent, and South Korea 10 per
cent. But globally, the US re-
mains the leader, with more
than 35 per cent market share.

“At most places domestically,
we are at the research and de-
velopment stage. There is con-
siderable interest, butitis ata
very nascent stage. It has not yet
evolved for strategic industrial
integration in sectors like aero-
space, which require utmost
precision,” one of the officials
said.

Another key challenge, an of-
ficial said, is to convince the in-
dustry and ministries to push for
its adoption in their respective

New Delhi

sectors.

“Any new technology, which
is not understood easily, faces a
tough time. In our initial meet-
ings on the subject, there was a
lot of resistance on whether this
technology would eat into the
jobs of highly-skilled workers in
the medical equipment or aero-
space technology sectors. 3D
printing may not lead to an in-
crease in net employment, but
this technology is something we
can push ahead with,” the offi-
cial said.

Gold missing

by the CBI from the office build-
ing of Surana in Chennai, and
locked and sealed in the firm's
vaults. The CBI claims to have
submitted the keys of the vault
toa Special CBI Courtin Chennai,
though no date regarding this is
mentioned in documents.

In September 2013, the CBI
registered another case, saying
that while the seized gold was
not wanted in the 2012 cases, it
had found that Surana had im-
ported the same in violation of
the Foreign Trade Policy. The CBI
hence requested that the seized
gold be transferred from the first
case to the fresh one -- follow-
ing which the court allowed the
transfer of about 400 kg on
record. “There was no physical
inventorisation by the court” as
the gold was already in the vault.

Subsequently, in 2015, the
CBI filed a closure report in the
second case stating that “there
is no adequate evidence forth-
coming”. The CBI Special Court
accepted the same but directed
that the seized gold be handed
over to the Directorate General
of Foreign Trade (DGFT). This or-
der was later set aside by the
Madras High Court on Surana’s
petition.

In the meantime, the SBlini-
tiated proceedings against
Surana over non-payment of
dues -- the firm had pending
loans amounting to Rs1,160
crore -- and moved the Special
CBI Court seeking the seized
gold.

In its order on Friday direct-
ing a probe against the CBI, the
high court noted, “Thus... all of
them, like the famous character
Colorado played by the late
Omar Sharif in the Hollywood
blockbuster Mackenna's Gold,
went on a gold hunting expedi-
tion to the Special Court. Like
Colorado entering into an agree-
ment with Monkey, the Apache,
to share the spoils of gold, the SBI
and Surana entered into an
agreement and filed a compro-
mise memo before the Special
Court... to hand over the gold
weighing 400.47 kg” for settle-
ment of dues.

The CBI opposed Surana's
petition, backed by the Ministry
of Commerce and Industry (un-
der which the DGFT falls).
Finally, in December 2019, the
National Company Law Tribunal,
which had been approached by
the SBI, ordered that the gold be
handed over for distribution to
the six banks owed money by
Surana.

However, when the CBI
opened the vaults in the pres-
ence of the bank representatives
in February this year, the gold
was found to be 103.864 kg
short -- “to the great shock and
surprise of all”, as the high court
noted.

The CBI told the high court
that they had used a weighing
machine at Surana's office toar-
rive at a figure of 400.47 kg for
the gold after the seizure, and
the seals affixed by it on the
vaults were intact, hence argu-
ing that the agency could not be
held liable for the missing gold.
The Special Public Prosecutor
said that there could be a dis-
crepancy in the weight because
gold chains were weighed col-
lectively at the time of the
seizure, while in February, each
item was weighed individually,
using more sophisticated ma-
chines.

Rejecting these arguments,
the court said it was “unable to
fathom as to how there could be
adiscrepancy of more than 100
kg... Gold will not diminish in
weight like ganja by efflux.”

Coming down heavily on the
CBI, the high court said that had
the gold been physically en-
trusted to the CBI Special Court,
and gone missing from there,
“the CBI would have cried foul
from the rooftops and de-
manded the scalp of the Special
Judge and his Property Clerk.
The Special Judge and the
Property Clerk would have been
placed under suspension and
would have even been ar-
rested...”.

Noting that “Caesar's wife
should be beyond suspicion”,
the court directed the CB-CID’s
Metro Wing in Chennai, which
comes under the state govern-
ment, to register a regular FIR for
theft and entrust the investiga-
tion to an SP-rank officer to com-
plete the probe in six months.

E-voter ID

to get the card in electronic form.

The digital voter card is not
expected to look too different
from its physical form. But the
soft copy may also have a QR
code that will carry the voter’s
enrolment details such as name
and date of birth and address.

With about 90 crore regis-
tered voters in the country, elec-
tronic cards will also help the EC
save costs on printing and dis-
tributing hard copies of EPIC --
each card costs about Rs 10-15
to print, said sources.

The EC feels that voters, too,
will find it useful to have the PDF
file of the card on their phones,
which will do away with the ne-
cessity of producing voters'slips
on the day of voting.
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OVER 17,000 PEOPLE AT PROTEST SITE, NEED TIME TO FIX THIS: AUTHORITIES

Toilets too few, too filthy, farmers stare at health crisis

Now available: Gyms and foot
massage machines for elderly

JIGNASA SINHA
& ASHNABUTANI
NEW DELHI|, DECEMBER 11

“WE CAN'T take a shower.
There’s no place for women to
take a bath or change their
clothes. It'sbeen two weeks here
and most of the toilets can’t be
used. People are compelled to
use the fields and footpaths. It is
unhygienic but the farmers don’t
have an option.” Gurmeet Singh,
aproperty dealer from Amritsar
who has joined the protest at
Singhu border along with his
family, summed up what many
have been struggling with at
Singhu and Ghazipur borders,
where thousands are gathered
to protest against the farm bills.

Over the past two weeks,
protesting farmers have had to
tackle dirty toilets and drains. And
with the crowd becoming bigger
by the day, the situation is fast
turning into a health hazard. At
Singhu border, only 20-25 porta
toilets have been set up — far less
than what the crowd requires —
and most are too filthy to be used.

Farmer groups have hired
workers to clean the wash-
rooms, but given the footfall, it is
a near impossible task. Rakesh
Bais, a member of the Bharatiya
Kisan Union from Haryana, said,
“We called in workers to clean
the nearby 10 porta cabins but it
didn’t work — in less than a day,
we ran out of water and the toi-
lets were again filled with
garbage and filth.”

Several farmers walk to ho-
tels and shops to look for alter-
natives, but most of these places
are more than 10 km from the
protest site. And not every place
is willing to welcome them.

In the afternoon, a group of
women farmers, aged around
45-50, walked towards a mall
near the Singhu border. One of
them said that women have it
toughest here when they are on
their periods. “We have no
washroom to take a bath and
washour clothes... There are four
ladies toilets near our tent. All of
them are dirty. We go to malls
but these places are mostly
shut,” said one of them.

District authorities in
Haryana have placed more mo-
bile toilets near Sonepat but
farmers said these too are un-
clean. A senior official from
Kundli said, “There are more
than 500 toilets at the protest

— BRIEFLY —

2 smugglers
arrested

Noida: Two men wanted
in four Western UP dis-
tricts for allegedly smug-
gling cow carcasses were
arrested by Noida Police
Thursday. Police said the
accused, Gulzar and
Rizwan Qureshi, had a
bounty of Rs 25,000.
They have been sent to
judicial custody, police
said.

Tractor trolley
hits auto,

womandies

Noida: A 55-year-old
woman died Friday after
a tractor trolley hit the
auto she was travelling
in. Police said the acci-
dent occurred near the
underpass in Sector 37.
The auto driver has sus-
tained injuries. The
woman, a resident of
Greater Noida, was de-
clared dead on arrival at
the hospital.

3 arrested for
cheating 20
of Rs 20 crore

New Delhi: The Economic
Offences Wing of Delhi
Police has arrested three
men for allegedly cheat-
ing over 20 people of Rs
20 crore. Police said
they had received a com-
plaint from a woman
saying the accused
promised her huge re-
turns on her investment
in a housing project. She
was then cheated of Rs
5.4 crore. ENS

Temporary toilets for men and women at the Singhu border protest site. Abhinav Saha

site. We have deployed workers
to collect garbage and clean the
washrooms. We are trying to
help the farmers but there are
more than 17,000 people there.
We need time to fix this."

At Ghazipur, a number of
portable washrooms have been
set up by the Ghaziabad Nagar
Nigam and the Nagar Palika
Parishad, Khora-Makanpur. Here,
too, the same issue persists.

At the spot, there were five
washroom vans comprising 26
toilets — 12 for women, eight for
men, three were unisex, and two
dedicated to specially abled per-
sons. While some were clean,
others gave off a stench and were
flooded with dirty water. A con-
stable who used the washroom
said, “I use it sometimes. It is
cleaned but not too often.”

Narendra Chowdhury (48), a
farmer from Baghpat, said the
washrooms are not cleaned often
and occasionally run out of water.
So he and others from his district
walk to the petrol pump 500 me-
tres away to use the washroom
there. “A public washroom is lo-
cated a kilometre away. We have
to pay Rs 5 to use the toilet and
Rs 10 for a bath. Since we are not
farming, we are making losses
back there. Here too, we are
forced to spend money.”

At Ghazipur, protesters tackle
mosquitoes — with some help

ASHNABUTANI
NEW DELHI, DECEMBERT1

LOCATED CLOSE to the Ghazipur
landfill, the Ghazipur farmer
protest site has been teeming
with mosquitoes, prompting the
Ghaziabad Nagar Nigam to carry
out fogging in the area. Protesters,
too, have been trying to address
the issue themselves.
Balwinder Singh (50), a se-
wadar  from  Gurdwara
Gaindikhata in Haridwar, swept
parts of the protest site in the af-
ternoon. He said: “Itis very diffi-
cult for everyone around here as
there are many mosquitoes. We
do our bit to clean the area and
keep spraying mosquito repellent
through the day. We are all from
farming backgrounds; my par-
ents were farmers too. So there’s
no reason we should not assist
farmers when they need help."
Balwinder, one of many se-
wadars to have travelled to the
border from afar, said he is linked
to the Kar Sewa Bhuri Wale in

POLICE CHIEF
VISITS TIKRI SITE

New Delhi: Delhi Police chief
S N Shrivastava visited the
Tikri border at 9.30 pm
Friday and met staff de-

JIGNASA SINHA
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 11

AMID HEATED  protests,
makeshift gyms and massage
centres have been opened by pro-
testersat Singhu and Tikriborders.

Several volunteers and farm-
ers have bought machines and
set up mini-gyms and massage
centres to maintain their health.
At the Singhu border, elderly
farmers lined up outside acamp
set up by Khalsa Aid. The organ-
isation installed ‘calf and leg
massage machines’ at the site
Friday and invited farmers to a
10-minute session each.

Ranjeet Singh (60) sat in the
massage chair next to his friend
Manraj (56). Both of them put
their legs in the machine and
smiled at each other.

“When I looked at it, I was
scared. ButIam happy now. We
have been walking for days and
are tired. We sleep in our trolleys,
which isn’t comfortable either.
Today, when my friends told me
about this centre, we rushed
here and waited for 20 minutes
outside the camp. This machine
is amazing. [ want to fall asleep
here,” said Singh.

Khalsa Aid volunteers said
they bought 25 machines from
a store in Delhi Thursday.

Amarpreet Singh, director at
Khalsa Aid, said they wanted to

Foot massagers set up by Khalsa Aid, Friday. Abhinav Saha

help elderly farmers who have
been protesting at the borders
for two weeks.

At Tikri border, the organisa-
tion sent volunteers who gave
foot massage.

“We wanted to do the same
at Singhu but there are a lot of
people here. We thought it
would be better to buy machines
for the farmers. They are liking
the experience. The heat and vi-
bration helps with the leg pain.
We have also bought generators.
People can charge their phones
and light bulbs,” said Amarpreet.

By 4 pm, more than 500 peo-
ple had used the massager and
many more lined up outside the
camp for the experience.

Near the camp, there is a
makeshift gym set up by profes-
sional weightlifters and sports-
men. Aman (25), a transporter
from Amritsar, bought dumb-
bells and weight training bars
from Punjab for the protesters.

“The Centre should repeal
the laws or we will open a gym
and kabaddi ground here. |
want people to concentrate on
their health — play sports and
exercise. | bought the equip-
ment on the way to my house.
There are a lot of young players
who come and lift weights
here,” said Aman.

The weight training equip-
ment at the mini-gym can host
up to seven people at a time.

Fogging at the Ghazipur
border. Gajendra Yadav

Amritsar. He said his work ranges
from serving langar to keeping
the surroundings clean. Another
volunteer, Gora Singh (56) from
Amritsar, said, “I came here four
days ago. It does not matter what
kind of work we have to do, we
are here to serve. Even though us-
ing repellants is not as useful as
fogging, we do what we can.”
While some volunteers have
been here since the protestbegan,
many have poured in over the past
few days. Nirmal Singh, a gurd-
wara pradhan from Bijnor, said, “In
our hometowns, farmers come
and give us ration. In turn, we cook

ployed at the protest site. He
tweeted: “Visited Delhi’s
border with Bahadurgarh to
interact with Delhi Police
officers/men and CAPF per-
sonnel deployed in view of
kisan agitation. They are do-
ing commendable duties
during harsh winter with
full appreciation of work ex-
pected out of them.” ENS

food and serve those who needit.
So most of our raw material has
been donated by farmers.”
Meanwhile, the Delhi
Sikh Gurdwara Management
Committee has prepared thou-
sands of kits for farmers, whichin-
clude mosquito repellant, tooth-
paste, brush, soap and shampoo.

Yogi Adityanath
Chief Minister, U.P.
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INVITES APPLICATIONS FOR THE ALLOTMENT OF

INDUSTRIALPLLITS

SALIENT FEATURES

| ¢ Residential sectors, Educational institutions in the Vicinity ¢ World-class amenities |
e Serene and green environment ® Good connectivity for Delhi-NCR and other cities

Scheme Code : ONLIND 2020-01
Sizes between 2000 and 80940 sq. mtr. (20 Acres) in Industrial Sector ECOTECH-X

Plots clear from all encumbrances | Lease plans are ready | Possession after 30% payment
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LICENCE NO.: 121 OF 2019 DATED 14.09.2019 | HRERA NO.: 02 OF 2020 DATED 06.01.2020

RE-DRAW OF FLATS

General public is hereby informed that re-draw of flats under Haryana Affordable Housing
Policy 2013 of SignatureGlobal Proxima II, Sector - 89, being developed by
M/s Signature Infrabuild Private Limited shall be conduct on 17/12/2020 at 05:00 PM
onwards at The Pllazio Hotel, Plot No. 292-296, Sector - 29, HUDA City Centre, Gurugram.

With the help of live streaming/telecast of re-draw proceeding on youtube live. Due to
ongoing situation of Covid-19 pandemic, restriction were impased by Ministry of Home
Affairs, over public gathering in order to prevent spreading of corona virus disease.

As per MHA/ DTCP Haryana Guidelines re-draw shall be conducted with maximum strength of
50 persons including re-draw committee and staff at site, remaining applicants shall

participate in re-draw online after login into below provided link on YouTube live.
YouTube Link -  https://www.youtube.com/user/SignatureGlobal

Note: If any applicant wants to check hisfher name in the list he/she may contact to STP
Office, Gurugram as well as the office of colonizer before draw of lots.

SIGNATURE INFRABUILD PRIVATE LIMITED | CIN: U70100DL2013PTC247676
Regd. Off.: 13th Floor, Dr. Gopal Das Bhawan, 28 Barakhamba Road, Connaught Place, New Delhi-110001

Corp. Off.: Ground Floor, Tower A, Signature Tower, South City -1, Gurugram, Haryana-122001
Email: customercare@signatureglobal.in, Ph.: 0124-4908200, 9311144624
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LICENCE NO.: 89 OF 2019 DATED 02.08.2019 | HRERA NO.: 77 OF 2019 DATED 31.12.2019

RE-DRAW OF FLATS

General public is hereby informed that re-draw of flats under Haryana Affordable Housing
Policy 2013 of SignatureGlobal Proxima I, Sector - 89, being developed by
M/s SignatureGlobal (India) Private Limited shall be conduct on 17/12/2020 at 04:30 PM
onwards at The Pllazio Hotel, Plot No. 292-296, Sector - 29, HUDA City Centre, Gurugram.

With the help of live streaming/telecast of re-draw proceeding on youtube live. Due to
ongoing situation of Covid-19 pandemic, restriction were imposed by Ministry of Home
Affairs, over public gathering in order to prevent spreading of corona virus disease.

As per MHA/ DTCP Haryana Guidelines re-draw shall be conducted with maximum strength of
50 persons including re-draw committee and staff at site, remaining applicants shall
participate in re-draw online after Login into below provided link on YouTube live.

YouTube Link - https:/www.youtube.com/user/SignatureGlobal

Note: If any applicant wants to check hisfher name in the list he/she may contact to STP
Office, Gurugram as well as the office of colonizer before draw of lots.

SIGNATUREGLOBAL (INDIA) PRIVATE LIMITED | CIN: U70100DL2000PTC104787
Regd. Off.: 13th Floor, Dr. Gopal Das Bhawan, 28 Barakhamba Road, Connaught Place, New Delhi-110001
Corp. Off.: Ground Floor, Tower A, Signature Tower, South City -1, Gurugram, Haryana-122001
Email: customercare@signatureglobal.in, Ph.: 0124-4908200, 9311144624

How to Apply
+ The scheme brochure can be downloaded from the website www.niveshmitra.up.nic.in, and may be submitted
online through www.niveshmitra.up.nic.in along with processing fee, registration amount and required documents.
+ Processing Fee: Non-refundable and non-adjustable processing fee Rs. 17,700/- (including GST).
+ For more information, details, terms & conditions, please refer to the brochure, which is available on Authority's
website www.greaternoidaauthority.in.

Scheme Open (Open ended) : 11.12.2020 Allotment will be made on "as is where is basis"

Application Form Opening Date : 11th of every month The numbers of plots may increase or decrease

Application Form Closing Date : Last date of every month No interview for the allotment of industrial plots up to 4000 sqmt

Tentative date of draw of application received each
month : On 5th or next working date of forthcoming month

Applicants who want to buy an industrial plot larger than
4000 sqmt will be interviewed

Greater Noida Industrial Development Authority Follow Us On
Plot No. 01, Knowledge Park-04, Greater Noida 201308, Dist. Gautam Budh Nagar., U.P. ©) o o
Helpline Center No.: 0120-2336046, 2336047, 2336048, 2336049 o

Ph.: 0120-2336030-33, E-mail: authority@gnida.in, Website: www.greaternoidaauthority.in | /OfficialGNIDA
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LICENCE NO.: 33 OF 2018 DATED 26.05.2018 | HRERA NO.: 15 OF 2020 DATED 23.06.2020

RE-DRAW OF FLATS

General public is hereby informed that re-draw of flats under Haryana Affordable Housing
Policy 2013 of Golf Greens-79, Sector-79, District Gurugram, being developed by
M/s SignatureGlobal (India) Private Limited shall be conduct on 17/12/2020 at 04:00 PM
onwards at The Pllazio Hotel, Plot No. 292-296, Sector - 29, HUDA City Centre, Gurugram.

With the help of live streaming/telecast of re-draw proceeding on youtube live. Due to
ongoing situation of Covid-19 pandemic, restriction were impased by Ministry of Home
Affairs, over public gathering in order to prevent spreading of corona virus disease.

As per MHA/ DTCP Haryana Guidelines re-draw shall be conducted with maximum strength of
50 persons including re-draw committee and staff at site, remaining applicants shall

participate in re-draw online after Login into below provided link on YouTube live.
YouTube Link - https://www.youtube.com/user/SignatureGlobal

Note: If any applicant wants to check hisher name in the list he/she may contact to STP
Office, Gurugram as well as the office of colonizer before draw of lots.

SIGNATUREGLOBAL (INDIA) PRIVATE LIMITED | CIN: U70100DL2000PTC104787
Regd. Off.: 13th Floor, Dr. Gopal Das Bhawan, 28 Barakhamba Road, Connaught Place, New Delhi-110001

Corp. Off.: Ground Floor, Tower A, Signature Tower, South City -1, Gurugram, Haryana-122001
Email: customercare@signatureglobal.in, Ph.: 0124-4908200, 9311144624

COUNCIL OF SCIENTIFIC AND INDUSTRIAL
RESEARCH (CSIR)
Anusandhan Bhawan, 2, Rafi Marg, New Delhi-110001
Advt. No. 03/2020
CSIR is looking for Director, CSIR-SERC, Chennai;
CSIR-CCMB, Hyderabad and; CSIR-NPL, New Delhi
CSIR invites applications/nominations for the position of
DIRECTOR of CSIR-Structural Engineering Research Centre
(CSIR-SERC), Chennai; CSIR-Centre for Cellular and
Molecular Biology (CSIR-CCMB), Hyderabad and CSIR-
National Physical Laboratory (CSIR-NPL), New Delhi, in Level
15 of pay-matrix (Rs.1,82,200-2,24,100) plus allowances as
applicable in CSIR.
For eligibility criteria and other conditions, please see the
detailed/complete advertisement No. 03/2020 on CSIR website
www.csir.res.in. Applications/ nominations may be sent
alongwith bio-data and list of publications/patents etc. through
email on email ID drc@csir.res.in or by post to Director
Recruitment Cell, Council of Scientific & Industrial Research
(CSIR), Anusandhan Bhawan, 2, Rafi Marg, New Delhi-110001
on or before 15.01.20211.
davp 36202/11/0021/2021
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Bank of Baroda
www.bankofbaroda.in B = [

NOTICE
Extraordinary General Meeting - Election of One Shareholder Director

List of Valid Candidates

Notice is hereby given in respect of EGM Notice dated 28" October 2020 convening an Extraordinary
General Meeting of the Bank for the Election of One Director from amongst Shareholders other than
the Central Government, that after scrutiny of nominations and determination of their 'Fit & Proper
Status', the nominations of the following candidates have been found to be valid and in order:

E Name & Address (Yﬁg:s)

Shri Nitish Gupta
A-1401, Oberoi Splendor, JVLR,
Andheri East, Mumbai 400 060.

2 Smt. Soundara Kumar
B2/5, Gem Nirmalyam, Kattabomman St,
Ganapathy, Coimbatore 641 006.

3 Shri Ramesh Chandra Agrawal
S-203, Prayagkunj, Ansal Apartments,
3 Strachey Road, Civil Lines,
Prayagraj 211 011 UP.

4 Smt. Rekha Somani
50, Tagore Nagar, Sector 4, Hiran Magri,
Udaipur 313 001, Rajasthan.

5 Shri Neelam Damodharan
Flat No. 806, Building 13, Skyi Songbirds,
Bhugaon, Mulshi, Pirangut, Pune 412 115.

Accordingly, the election of One Shareholder Director will be held at the Extraordinary General
Meeting of the Bank scheduled to be held on 23 December 2020 through VC / OAVM and Remote
E-voting / e-voting at EGM will be held as per the schedule already announced in the Notice.
Shareholders attending the meeting through VC / OAVM, who have not cast their votes through
Remote E-Voting shall be able to cast their e-votes at the Meeting.

Any of the aforesaid candidates desirous of withdrawing his candidature may do so by sending
a letter in writing duly signed addressed to Chief General Manager (Operations), Bank of Baroda,
7" Floor, Baroda Bhawan, R.C.Dutt Road, Opp. Centre Point, Alkapuri, Vadodara 390 007
OR The Company Secretary, Bank of Baroda, 7" Floor, Baroda Corporate Centre,
C-26, G-Block, Bandra Kurla Complex, Bandra East, Mumbai 400051 or sending
scanned and signed letter over e-mail at gm.ops.ho@bankofbaroda.com OR / alternately -
companysecretary.bcc@bankofbaroda.com so as to reach before 4.00 p.m. on 17"December 2020.

Educational /
Professional Qualifications

50 yrs B.E., MBA (Finance)

66 yrs B.Sc., CAIIB

66 yrs B.Com., ACA

M.A. (Economics), M. Phil.

I (Economics), ACA

B.Sc. (Agri.), CAlIB, Diploma

SlFE in Financial Management

For Bank of Baroda =
Place: Mumbai P K Agarwal, S
Date: 11.12.2020 Company Secretary 3

New Delhi
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98 design
entries for
‘iconic’ New
India Garden
structure

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, DECEMBERT1

THE CENTRAL Public Works
Department (CPWD) has re-
ceived 98 entries till Friday - the
last day for submitting designs
for an “iconic” New India Garden
structure that, as per plans, will
come up on the western axis of
the Central Vista.

At 18, Delhi recorded most
number of entries, followed by
15 submissions from
Maharashtra. Officials said the
submissions were made by stu-
dents, institutes and private
firms. The winner will be an-
nounced in the last week of
December.

As per the design competi-
tion’s requirements, the “iconic
structure” shall strive to “repre-
sent values and aspirations of
New India, which is clean and
free from poverty, corruption,
terrorism, communalism, and
casteism”. “It may further sym-
bolise the new developments
like digital India, skilled India, fit
India, etc, coupled with energy,
dynamism and transformational
ethos”, and is expected to come
up by the 75th Independence
Day on August 15, 2022.

The New India Garden is be-
ing planned ona 20.22 acre plot
of forested land, divided among
the Yamuna rail bridge, which
cuts it horizontally in the east-
west direction, and IPGCL
Pragati Power Plant 1 falling
north of the bridge.

The proposed site for the
New India Garden falls to the
south.

“The DDA is undertaking the
process of acquiring the land
from the Pragati Power Plant 1,
to which it was leased 30-40
years ago. Since it floods once in
25 years, it does not come under
the Yamuna Riverfront
Development plan,” said an offi-
cial from the DDA.

“The DDA did come to survey
the land, and we have asked for
the lease allotment letter from
1965-67, when it was under the
Delhi Vidyut Board. The land
that comes under the Delhi for-
est department is not with us.
There are a few acres for CISF
there as well,” said an official
from the civil department of
IPGCL.

CENTRAL VISTA PROJECT

Ticked off for breach, CPWD seeks
nod to transplant trees near Badarpur

ANANYATIWARI
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER11

CLAIMING THAT the transplanta-
tion of trees from the Parliament
complex to the Central Vista
Avenue location would have dis-
turbed the proposed Central Vista
redevelopment project, the
Central Public Works
Department (CPWD) has sought
permission from Delhi govern-
ment’s forest department for the
trees to be transplanted at the
NTPCEco Park in Badarpur.

The CPWD was given permis-
sion by the department on
October 21 to transplant 404 trees
from the site of the new
Parliament building, adjacent to
the current Parliament House, to
eight pockets in the Central Vista
area, and was directed to do ad-
ditional compensatory afforesta-
tion of 4,040 tree saplings of in-
digenous species of 6-8 feet
height in the same area.

Forest dept granted permission for transplantation on Oct 21

The plan
so far
o

EXPLAINED

THE CPWD has to trans-
plant 404 trees from the
site  of the new
Parliament building to
eight pockets in the
Central Vista area. It was
also directed to do addi-
tional compensatory af-
forestation of 4,040 tree
saplings in the same area.

The trees were however be-
ing sent to the National Thermal
Power Corporation in Badarpur,
close to Delhi’'s border with
Haryana, in violation of the condi-
tions. After this was brought to
their notice, the forest depart-
ment threatened to act as per
Delhi Preservation of Trees Act,
1994.

Inareply to the forest depart-
menton December 3, CPWD said
that a “comprehensive scheme
for redevelopment of Central
Vista Avenue including plantation
scheme with selected species...
is being finalised. Carrying out
transplantation at this moment
in Central Vista Avenue without
finalising the plan will disturb the

proposed scheme.”

The Indian Express reported in
July that trees in the Rajpath area
will be brought back to Lutyens'
original design of planting jamun
and ficus (Peepal, Banyan and the
Wild Ficus) trees only, and that
other trees of the area shall be re-
placed as per this design.

The CPWD initially sought to

transplant the trees to their hold-
ing nursery at Vanasthali, near
Simon Bolivar Marg, but it was not
found suitable “due to hard or rock
surface encountered in the area”,
as per the CPWD's reply. The NTPC
EcoParkwasalso seen as the pos-
sible location for the compensa-
tory afforestation of the 4,040
trees, even though the direction
hadbeen todoso ateight pockets
inthe Central Vista Area.

Around 130 trees have been
transplanted to the existing
Parliament complex, and 274
trees to the NTPC Eco Park.

The CPWD has asked permis-
sion to transplant the 4,040 trees
to the NTPC Eco Park and asked
for an extension of the deadline
from January 31,2021 to January
31,2022.

“We will study their proposal,
and also do the field visits to de-
termine the number of trees that
have been transplanted else-
where,” said an official from the
forest department.

e

HANGING OUT

Children play outside their home near Red Fort in Old Delhi. Tashi Tobgyal

Safdarjung staffer
stabbed 27 times after
argument over job,
two held for murder

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER11

A 31-YEAR-OLD contractual
employee working with
Safdarjung Hospital was
stabbed 27 times leading to his
death, allegedly by a group of
people who got into an argu-
ment with him near the hospi-
tal. Two of the victim’s friends
were also stabbed several times.
The incident took place in
Safdarjung Enclave.

Police said two persons have
been arrested and a juvenile ap-
prehended, and initial investi-
gation has revealed that the ar-
gument took place because one
of the accused felt the victim
had taken his job.

DCP (south-west district)
Ingit Pratap Singh identified the
victim as Neeraj Kumar (32)and
injured as Mukesh Kumar (30)
and his elder brother Rakesh
Kumar (33).

“We have registered an FIR
and arrested the accused
Krishna, Ravi Pawa and appre-
hended a juvenile. Further in-
vestigations are on,” he said.

According to police, the in-
cident took place on December
9 when Neeraj and Mukesh
were consuming alcohol after
work outside the hospital.
“They had a heated argument
with Krishna and got into a
scuffle. They were beaten up
but managed to escape,” said an
officer.

Police said that after a while,
Krishna returned with his asso-
ciates while Mukesh called his

The accused told police
that they used to work
for a private company
which had hired
contractual employees,
thereby affecting their
employment

elder brother. “Rakesh reached
with some security guards and
the two groups got into a fight.
That’s when the three were
stabbed,” an officer said.

“The accused managed to
escape and a PCR call was made
around 7 pm. Police rushed to
the spot and the victims were
taken to the hospital where
Neeraj succumbed to his in-
juries during treatment, while
the other two are recuperating,”
the officer said.

“A team led by SHO of
Safdarjung Enclave police sta-
tion, Umesh Barthwal, gathered
local intelligence about the at-
tackers and came to know that
Krishna and Ravi, who were
earlier arrested on the charges
of robbery, were allegedly be-
hind the attack. A raid was con-
ducted and they were arrested,
following which the juvenile
was also picked up. Five more
assailants have been identified,”
the officer said.

During questioning, the ac-
cused told police they used to
work for a private company
which had hired contractual
employees, thereby affecting
their employment.

“Those speaking of
developing quality

institutions behind
destruction of JNU’

ARANYA SHANKAR
NEW DELHI, DECEMBERT1

AT A book launch Friday, former
University Grants Commission
(UGC)Chairman Sukhdeo Thorat
said that those speaking of creat-
ing “quality institutions” were the
ones responsible for the “destruc-
tion” of Jawaharlal Nehru
University (JNU). Historian
Romila Thapar also said what
made the university “excep-
tional” did not exist any longer.

They were speaking at the on-
line launch of the book, JNU
Stories: The First 50 Years, pub-
lished by Aleph Book Company.
The book has contributions from
former students, teachers and V-
Cs, and has been edited by five
faculty members of [NU’s Centre
for Historical Studies, including
Neeladri Bhattacharya, Kunal
Chakrabarti, S Gunasekaran,
Janaki Nair and Joy L K Pachau.

Thapar said, “It was an excep-
tional university, which makes it
all that much more sad to see that
thatexceptionalism doesn’t exist
any longer. Maybe it will come
back.”

Thaparrecalled her hesitation
in joining JNU as faculty in 1970
leaving behind the “well-estab-
lished” Delhi University, and her
conversation with then Vice-
Chancellor G Parthasarathi.
When asked how he envisaged
JNU, his response was that it
would be “intellectually vibrant
and therefore open to a range of
ideas” which “meant asking
questions, and investigating an-
swers and taking knowledge for-
ward”, Thapar recalled.

“We all know of course, alas,
that there are Vice-Chancellors
and faculty who lack vision and
commitment and who disallow
theright to think and speak freely.
Such people can put together a
good teaching shop but this never
makes for a unique university of
excellence. If we speak of a uni-
versity of excellence, we must
know what it means,” she said.

Thorat called JNU a “unique
experiment” and “miracle” for
primarily two reasons — its high
academic standards and its ad-
mission policy which gave it an
inclusive character.

“I have my doubt that the
glory that we see in the book may
notbe there, already we see ade-
cline. At least this document will

Romila Thapar was among
the speakers at the event

serve as a memory of what ]NU
was... | feel extremely sad that
those who speak of developing
quality institutions every morn-
ing, are the ones who are engaged
inthe destruction of JNU,” he said.

“Myworry is that we may lose
this glorious experiment alto-
gether. The building will be there,
but the academic structure I'm
not sure of,” he added.

Swaraj India leader and for-
mer NU student Yogendra Yadav
spoke of how the January 5 vio-
lence in the university, in which
students and teachers were bru-
tally attacked, changed his “un-
easy relationship” with JNU.

Yadav said that when he
joined JNU he felt both overqual-
ified as he had already studied
Karl Marx and underqualified be-
cause of his lack of English skills,
and that uneasiness with JNU
continued till he witnessed the
January 5 incident.

“The public campaign against
JNU has been a campaign against
the very idea of a university,
against intellectualism and
against building a more humane
country.Irecalled that but for this
institution, I would not have
known India... But for JNU, I
would not have been in public
life,” he said.

Speaking of the book, editor
Neeladri Bhattacharya said,
“The essays are not just a nos-
talgic return to the past but are-
flection on experiences which
helps us to know what happens
within an institution and how
people come to be what they
are and how the self is fash-
ioned over time through these
everyday encounters and social
interactions.”

Janaki Nair said, “We see this
only as a modest first step of a
project that has to be much
longer and detailed.”

As Jain targets North MCD, Delhi BJP chief meets L-G

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER 11

DELHI HEALTH minister
Satyendar Jain Friday alleged
that the North Delhi Municipal
Corporation has misappropri-
ated Rs 2,400 crore of funds
given by the South Delhi
Municipal Corporation, even as
as the Delhi state BJP president
Adesh Gupta held a meeting
with L-G Anil Baijal over the
Delhi government “not releasing
Rs 13,000 crore to the MCDs”.
Over the past five days, may-

ors of the three civicbodies have
been staging a sit-in protest in
front of Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal’s residence, de-
manding that the Delhi govern-
ment release over Rs 13,000
crore they claim is owed to the
MCDs. On Friday, BJP workers
held protest demonstrations
outside the residence of several
Delhi ministers.

The issue of money owed to
the MCDs was raised by the BJP
mayors during protests by the
doctors of North MCD-run hos-
pitals in late October as well. At
the time, it was rebuffed by

Satyendar Jain (left); North MCD Mayor Jai Prakash

Kejriwal as “false” — he had said
that the BJP was mismanaging
the funds for MCDs and that the

HC seeks Delhi govt reply on plea
challenging RT-PCR price cap

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 11

THE DELHI High Court Friday
sought a reply from the Delhi
government on a petition chal-
lenging the price cap of Rs 800
on RT-PCR tests by private labs
in the national capital, even as
the Delhi government clarified
thatits order does not extend to
cartridge-based CBNAAT and
TrueNat methods.

While issuing notice to the
government for February 25,
Justice Navin Chawla asked the
state to respond to the argu-
ment of Association of
Practising Pathologists that the
price fixed by the authorities is
unreasonable.

While the petitioner also ar-
gued that the state is not mak-
ing timely payment of the bills,
the court declined to entertain
the prayer regarding processing
of payments of private labs for
the Covid-19 tests done by them

for the government.

The association in the peti-
tion argued that the continu-
ance of the “unreasonable price
cap” would force the labs to
compromise the quality of kits
and testing standards and such
action would be counter-pro-
ductive in the fight against
Covid-19.

It has also said that while
charges have been capped for
the RT-PCR tests, the govern-
ment has not capped the
charges for testing kits, PPE kits
and other equipment sold by
manufacturers at variable
prices.

“The impugned order has
been passed as a populist meas-
ure to propagate itself as com-
mon man's government
whereas on a careful and closer
examination, it is clear that the
said measure is actually anti-
common man and infringes the
sacrosanct and fundamental
right of every patient to avail
the best medical services avail-

able, both in terms of quality
and faster turnaround time,”
the plea contends.

It has also argued that the
government order does not pro-
vide any reason for such drastic
lowering of charges from Rs
2,400 to Rs 800 and the same
has been done without any con-
sultation with the stakeholders.
“By capping the charges for the
samples collected even by the
labs themselves, the govern-
ment has ensured that private
labs do not earn a single penny
inany Covid-19 tests and rather
invest from their pockets and
drain all their finances,” it states
further.

Meanwshile, on Friday, Delhi
recorded 2,385 new Covid-19
cases and 60 fatalities, taking
the total number of cases to
6,03,535 and the death toll to
9,934.

A total of 71,679 tests were
conducted in the last 24 hours
as the positivity rate reached

3.33%.
o n

Delhi government had paid all
dues they are legally obliged to.
Jainsaid at a press conference

on Friday, “I have directed offi-
cials of the urban development
toinquire into the matter of how
over Rs 2,400 crore of funds
given to the North MCD by the
South MCD were misappropri-
ated.”

Jai Prakash, BJP-elect mayor
of the North MCD, told The
Indian Express, “Since we have
been trying to protest over the
past few days, demanding Rs
13,000 crore owed to the MCDs
by the Delhi government, this is
anew tactic to divert the atten-
tion from that. All budgets are
approved by the House — this

Mufti raises concern
on Jamia online exams

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 1

AMPLIFYING CONCERNS of stu-
dents, former chief minister of
J&K and chief of Peoples
Democratic Party Mehbooba
Mufti Friday said Jamia Millia
Islamia’s decision to conduct
‘proctored online exams’, de-
manding students to arrange for
laptops and internet connection,
was “deeply problematic” for
students from Kashmir.

Inits guidelines Thursday, the
Controller of Exams Nazim
Hussain Jafti said students will
need to make arrangements for
laptop or computer, and ensure
“uninterrupted power and good
internet connectivity”. The
guidelines add that students
would be responsible for “any
lapses” on this front.

“Jamia University’s decision
to hold exams in proctored on-
line mode which requires laptops
& high speed data for 3 hours is

New Delhi

Mehbooba Mufti

deeply problematic for students
hailing from J&K. Request them
to look for alternatives so that
these bright minds don’t suffer,”
Mufti tweeted Friday.

Sometime later, however, she
tweeted, “Spoke to Jaffrey sahab.
He assured to make necessary
changes & suggested that stu-
dents unable to take these exams
email @jmiu_official.”

Jafri said he had told Mufti
and students to write to him. “We
will take what they have said into
consideration,” he said.

(Jain’s) claim is not true.”

He added that North MCD
health professionals and staff are
due two months’ salary, and
other workers of the North MCD
are due four months’ salary. He
said, “The Delhi government
owes us Rs 6,355 crore, and the
East and South civic bodies are
owed Rs 2,985 crore and Rs 4,132
crore —which amounts to more
thanRs 13,000 crore.”

According to a press release
by the Delhi BJP, the L-G assured
Gupta that he would get a re-
sponse from the Delhi govern-
ment on the matter.

Riot-accused
says not given
food in jail

New Delhi: A Delhi court Friday
sought the reply of the Mandoli
Jail authorities after allegations
were made by a man, accused in
the northeast Delhi riots, that he
was not given food and the police
were threatening him to enter
into a compromise over a com-
plaint. The court also asked jail of-
ficials whether he can be shifted
to another jail.

The accused, Tanveer Malik,
had alleged that he was assaulted
onDecember 8 and was not taken
to the hospital for medical exam-
ination. Jail authorities replied
that he was taken to a hospital
and was given treatment.

During Friday’s hearing,
Tanveer further alleged that he
has notbeen given any food since
Thursday and added that officials
have been threatening him toen-
ter a compromise. The court di-
rected the Jail Superintendent to
conduct an inquiry and asked to
check if the inmate can be trans-
ferred to another jail. ENS
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OPEN SUGGESTION

BJP GENERAL secretary (organisation ) BL Santhosh hasin the
past left his followers amused with some of his tweets. But
on Friday, he surprised many with his directions to Union
Health Minister Harsh Vardhan on social media. Santhosh
tweeted that the minister “should initiate an exercise of doc-
umenting all small, big clinical experiments in and around
Covid 19related ICUs & wards”. Pointing out that pulmonolo-
gists, physicians, diabetes and other experts will have a wealth
of knowledge, he said the unpredictability of the diseases
would make the knowledge more valuable. “These documents
will be India’s contribution to humanity at large. The docu-
mentation should be open sourced, tech driven, unbiased,
duly monitored to weed out repetitions & unsubstantiated
claims,” he said in a series of tweets. Although the suggestion
is positive, many in the party wondered why the general sec-
retary was doing it on his Twitter handle.

headed by Gandhi.

FLOATING IDEAS

NCP CHIEF Sharad Pawar on Friday dismissed as “false news”
media reports that he may take over the leadership of UPA al-
liance from Congress president Sonia Gandhi. This came a day
after the Congress denied any such development. While
laughing off the reports, some Congress leaders, however, did
suggest that Pawar should be made convener of the opposi-
tion alliance since he has the political heft to effectively coor-
dinate with leaders of opposition parties, which used to be
Ahmed Patel’s forte. But the Congress leaders were unsure if
Pawar would accept to work as convener of the alliance

KocHi CALLING

ON THE 5th anniversary of the Paris agreement on Saturday,
French Ambassador Emmanuel Lenain, German Ambassador
Walter | Lindner and the Ambassador of the EU to India Ugo
Astuto will visit Kochi. During their visit, the three envoys will
see Kochi's low carbon transport network. They will board the
water metro financed by a German investment bank and visit
the Cochin Shipyard, where the construction of a 100-seat boat
is underway, and will ride e-buses and e-rickshaws. They will
also visit the Kochi Metro, which has received both financial
as well as technical support from France, Germany and the EU.

PM says inspired by
poet Bharati’s vision for
women empowerment

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
CHENNAI,DECEMBER11

PRIME MINISTER Narendra
Modi on Friday hailed Tamil
poet-writer ~ Subramania
Bharati on his birth anniver-
sary, saying his government is
inspired by his vision for
women empowerment.

Modi was addressing the
International Bharati Festival
2020, virtually organised by the
Vanavil Cultural Centre to cele-
brate the 138th birth anniver-
sary of the poet. Chief Minister
Edappadi K Palaniswami and
was also present.

Bharati “believed in a healthy
mix between the ancientand the
modern” and “he saw wisdomin
staying connected with our roots
as well as looking towards the fu-
ture”, the Prime Minister said. “He
(Bharati)sang songs of the great-
ness of ancient India, the great-

India didn’t cause

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 11

INDIA HAS not caused the cli-
mate change crisis and, unlike
developed nations, it is meeting
its obligations under the Paris
Climate Accord, Environment
Minister Prakash Javadekar said
Friday.

Speaking on the eve of the
Climate Ambition Summit,
which will mark five years of the
Paris agreement, Javadekar said
that historically, the developed
nations have been the highest
carbon emitters and, thus, were
responsible for global warming.

The Climate Action Summit
will be hosted jointly by the UK
COP26 Presidency along with
the UN and France, in partner-
ship with Italy and Chile. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,among
other leaders, will address the

PM Modion
Friday

of the Vedas and
Upanishads, our culture, tradition
and our glorious past. But at the
same time, he also warned us that
simply living in the past glory is
not enough. We need to develop
a scientific temper, a spirit of en-
quiry and march towards
progress.”

He said the poet’s definition of
progress had a central role for
women. “Mahakavi Bharatiar
wrote women should walk with
their head held high, looking peo-
ple in the eye. We are inspired by
this vision and are working to en-
sure women-led empowerment,”
Modi said, listing outa number of
his government’s projects meant
for women empowerment.

ness

Javadekar
on Friday

summit via a video message.

A day ahead of the meet,
Javadekar said: "Historically it’s
the developed countries that
have been major contributors to
carbon emissions with the
United States with the highest
historical emissions at 25 per
cent, followed by the EU at 22
per centand Chinaat 13 per cent.
Historically India has a low car-
bon emission contribution of
only 3 per cent. Even presently,
our carbon emissions remain re-
stricted at 6.8 per cent of global
emissions and the per capita
emissions is only 1.9 tonnes per
capita. Thus, our historic, as well
as present contribution to green-

‘Strengthen APMC, new laws

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER11

CONTENDING THAT the new
farm laws would “lead to corpo-
ratisation of the entire agricul-
ture market” and “prices can be
driven up or down” by corpo-
rates, the Bharatiya Kisan Union
(Bhanu)faction has approached
the Supreme Court saying
what’s needed is “strengthening
the existing APMC system by in-
fusing more capital, and effective
management of minimum sup-
port price”.

Inan application seeking the
top court’s permission to im-
plead in pending writ petitions
on the matter, BKU (Bhanu)
president Bhanu Pratap Singh

said the new laws are “unconsti-
tutional, anti-farmer” and will
“dismantle” the APMC system
which ensures fair prices for
farm products.

A clutch of petitions chal-
lenging the new farm laws are al-
ready before the Supreme Court
- the petitioners include RJD MP
Manoj Jha and DMK MP Tiruchi
Siva and some residents of
Chhattisgarh. On October 12, the
Supreme Court had issued no-
tice to the Centre on these peti-
tions.

Describing the new laws as
an “attack” on “the agriculture
fabric of the nation”, Bhanu
Pratap Singh said the “farmers
are very much scared” since the
“illegal and arbitrary” Acts will
“pave the way for cartelisation

and commercialisation of agri-
cultural produces and if
allow(ed) to stand, we are going
to completely ruin our country
as the corporates can, with one
stroke, export our agricultural
produce without any regulation,
and (this) may even result in
famines”.

He said “these laws were
passed without having adequate
discussion” and their “imple-
mentation in ... current form
will spell disaster for (the) farm-
ing community by opening a
parallel market” which will be
“unregulated” and will result in
“exploitation of the Indian farm-
ers”.

The application, filed
through Advocate A P Singh,
stated that “without the

‘Ultimately, democracy
is about persuasion,
dialogue, reaching out’

LAW AND Justice Minister RAVI
SHANKAR PRASAD spoke to
HARIKISHAN SHARMA and
APURVA VISHWANATH on the
the new farm laws, the protests
they have triggered, and the way
out of the current impasse.

The protesting farmers have
rejected the government’s
proposal to amend certain
provisions in the new
agricultural laws. What is the
way forward?

The Congressinits 2019 elec-
tion manifesto promised to re-
peal the APMC Act. Even before
that, the Congress-led UPA gov-
ernment was discussing reforms
in the agriculture market. The
Planning Commission recom-
mended in 2011 itself a need to
amend the APMC Act. Who was
the Chairman of the Planning
Commission? Prime Minister Dr
Manmohan Singh... The 2003
Model (APMC) Act came when
Mr (Atal Bihari) Vajpayee was in
power. For 14 years they were
promoting the need to deregu-
late this sector, facilitate trade,
and liberalise the market, the
mandi.

This consultative process is
very important... The high-
power committee of the NITI
Aayog, which included Chief
Ministers Amarinder Singh,
(then CM) Kamal Nath, Naveen
Patnaik, Manohar Lal Khattar
and Yogi Adityanath, empha-
sised the need to accelerate the
food processing sector, draw
more investment in agriculture...
(and)stressed upon amendment
in the APMC and Essential
Commodities Act. Therefore,
there has been almost a biparti-
san consensus for close to 20
years -- liberalise the APMC Act;
open trade for farmers; give
choices to farmers; and bring in
private investment...

Inaninterview in 2005, then
Agriculture Minister Sharad
Pawar was asked when he saw
the APMC Act being abolished.
Pawar answered, 'It will take six
months maximum... Until and
unless you are ready to amend
the market Act and allow the pri-
vate sector in this area, there will

THEEXPRESS
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RAVI SHANKAR
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UNION MINISTER FOR
LAW AND JUSTICE

not be any financial support
from the government of India to
states.' He went to this extent.

The UPA had many compo-
nents -- the Congress, SP, R]D,
CPI, CPM, TDP, Mamata di
(Banerjee)... Therefore, the first
issue is that the real interests of
farmers must be rescued from
the political interests of
Opposition parties.

The new laws require
disputes to be routed
through officials like sub-
divisional magistrates. Was it
aproposal from the Law
Ministry?

I don’t see any problem.
There are so many laws where
the district administration is in-
volved.

But the government has now
offered to make a change in
this provision...

(It's) Just to enable a congen-
ial atmosphere to talk... How is
this (emerging), that 'no talk, un-
less yourepeal'. The whole thing
started with MSP, an assurance
on that, from the dharna in
Punjab...It's now repeal the laws.

What is the way out?

Democracy is ultimately di-
alogue. Democracy is ultimately
persuasion. Democracy is ulti-
mately reaching out. The Prime
Minister very beautifully put it
yesterday (Thursday)in a differ-
ent context—kuchh kahiye, kuchh
suniye (speak and listen). This
kahiye, suniye is going on for the
last 20 years.

Some of the farmers'
concerns had been raised by
the Opposition in Parliament.
Why didn't the government
send the Bills to standing
committees?

Was scrutiny done or not?...
The finest minds, from Dr (M S)
Swaminathan and the Planning
Commission, to Manmohan
Singh, the economist Prime
Minister, and Sharad Pawar, the
farmers’ interest protector, to so
many CMs. Did they elaborately
discuss or not?

Why was the governmentina
hurry to pass these laws in
the middle of a pandemic?

Should the country stop dur-
ing a pandemic?

The last Modi government
had backtracked over an
ordinance in the Land
Acquisition Act, 2013. Why
can’t the government repeal
the farm laws?

The PM took the position
(then)thatinstead of the Central
government coming withacen-
trallaw, it was advisable to leave
acquisition to the discretion of
states. Many states took that po-
sition... (In this case), the reform
is part of the overall process of
empowering farmers... Where is
the denial of the rights of states?

Will the government take
steps to amend the farm
laws?

The Agriculture Minister has
appealed to the farmers to come
and discuss... Our hope is that
more and more persuasion will
make them realise that there is
light at the end of the tunnel and
ultimately it (the change) is in
their interest.

climate change: Javadekar

EXPLAINED

Reductioninindia’s
emissions

AUN report released earlier this year stated that India’s per
capita emissions are actually 60% lower than the global av-
erage. Also, emissions in the country grew 1.4% in 2019,
much lower than its average of 3.3% per year over the last
decade, the Emissions Gap Report said. The Environment
Ministry says several measures including the swtich to BS
VI and the increase in the capacity of renewable and solar
energy, assisted in cutting CO) emissions by 164 million kg.

house gas emissions, is low.
Despite the fact that India has
not been the reason for climate
change, we have responsibly ad-
dressed the issue and have taken
strong measures to curb our car-
bon emissions and to meet goals
set by the Paris Agreement.”
The Paris Agreement is a
legally binding international

treaty on climate change and was
adopted by 196 countries at
COP21 in Paris in December 2015
with a goal to limit global warm-
ing to well below 2° Celsius, and
preferably limit it to 1.5° Celsius,
compared to pre-industrial levels.

To achieve this long-term
temperature goal, countries aim
toreach global peaking of green-

house gas emissions as soon as
possible to achieve a climate-neu-
tral world by mid-century.

Javadekar said that besides
India, only Bhutan, the
Philippines, CostaRica, Ethiopia,
Morocco and Gambia were com-
plying with the accord.

Currently, China has the
highest greenhouse gas emis-
sions (30 per cent) while the US
contributes 13.5 per centand the
EU 8.7 per cent.

"Critically insufficient" coun-
tries with a 4 degrees Celsius in-
crease include US, Russia, Saudi
Arabia, Turkey and Ukraine. Other
"insufficient countries" include
China, South Korea and Japan.

The minister said India’s
Nationally Determined
Contributions lays down eight
targets for 2021-2030 which in-
clude reduction of emissions in-
tensity of GDP by 33-35% by
2030 over 2005 levels.

n’: BKU faction moves SC

Agriculture Produce Market
Committee acting as a protective
shield around the farmers, the
market would ultimately fall to
the corporate greed of multina-
tional companies”.

It contended that the farm-
ers, most of whom are illiterate,
would not know how to negoti-
ate with a private company, and
this would put them in an “un-
equal bargaining position”.

It said the BKU, in arepresen-
tation, had urged the Prime
Minister to constitute a Farmers
Commission which alone should
decide the price of crops.

The union also wants the
government to announce waiver
of all bank loans, and payment of
outstanding dues on crops
within 10 days.

No-confidence
motion: Hooda
asks Governor to
convene House

VARINDERBHATIA
CHANDIGARH, DECEMBER 11

STATING THAT he intends to
move a no-confidence motion
against the BJP-JJP governmentin
Haryana, former chief minister
Bhupinder Singh Hooda has writ-
ten to Governor
SN Arya re-
questing himto
convene an
“emergent” ses-
sion of the

Vidhan Sabha.
Bhupinder “Iwillmove
Hooda the no-confi-

dence motion
onvery firstday
of the session. If the governmentis
ready (with numbers), it must
agreetothe floor test,” Hooda said.
Hooda, also the Leader of
Opposition in Haryana Assembly,
said he was yet to hear back from
the Governor. “Several JJP MLAs
are vociferously criticising the
government and are standing in
support of the farmers,” he said.

KARNATAKA CATTLE ANTI-SLAUGHTER BILL

After roadblock

in Council, govt
plans Ordinance

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
BENGALURU, DECEMBERT1

THE BJP government in
Karnataka may promulgate an
Ordinance to bring the
Karnataka Prevention of
Slaughter and Preservation of
Cattle Bill, 2020 into force after
the legislation, which was
cleared by the assembly on
Wednesday, hit a roadblock in
the legislative council on
Thursday.

The government had de-
ferred tabling the Bill amid ap-
prehensions that it may be de-
feated or referred to a select
committee on the demand of a
combined opposition. It sought
to table the Bill on Friday but
council Chairman
Prathapchandra Shetty ad-
journed the winter session
Thursday evening itself, as de-
cided in legislative business ad-
visory committee meetings held
earlier.

“We plan to bring an
Ordinance for the cattle slaugh-
ter Bill since the Chairman of the
council did not cooperate yester-
day,” Chief Minister B S
Yediyurappa said on Friday after
his family conducted a cow puja
at his official residence to cele-
brate the passage of the Bill in
the assembly.

Yediyurappa also said that
BJP members of the council
would approach the Governor to
complain against Chairman
Shetty against whom a no-con-
fidence motion was moved by
the ruling party ahead of the
winter session but was not taken
up. “We have decided to hold a
session of the Council next week
and have requested the
Governor to intervene since the
Chairman should not have ad-
journed the session,”
Yediyurappa said.

Adelegationled by BJP leader
in the legislative council, Kota
Srinivas Poojary, met the

BS
Yediyurappa

Governor on Friday to complain
against the Chairman.

The BJP deferred tabling of
the Bill in the council following
apprehensions that it may get
defeated by the combined oppo-
sition of the Congress and JD(S),
who together have 42 members
as compared to the ruling party's
31 members in the 75-member
upper house. While the
Congress has 28 members, the
JD(S)has 14.

The Congress and JD(S) have
opposed the Bill on the grounds
that it does not take into consid-
eration the economics of cattle
rearing while imposing a blan-
ket ban on slaughter.

“The BJP does not consider
economic and social conse-
quences but makes decisions
aimed at stirring emotions for
political gain. This is a sign of a
fascist regime. Analysis through
a social and economic perspec-
tive will reveal the pain it will
cause people,” Congress leader
and former chief minister
Siddaramaiah said on Friday.

“The BJP made no effort to
study the issue and its socio-eco-
nomic consequences before cre-
ating the Bill,” he said.

A small farmer and his fam-
ily earning around Rs 72,000 a
year will have to set aside Rs
36,500 per year to look after un-
productive cattle if the new law
comes into force, he said, quot-
ing NSSO data. KPCC president D
K Shivakumar said, “BJP leaders
must buy cattle from farmers
when the cattle grow old and
must look after them in their
homes and fields.”

Yediyurappa said the state
would create gaushalasin all dis-
tricts to look after aging cows
once the Bill becomes a law.

Rly alert to zone offices: Farmers’
unions united, stir may intensify

AVISHEK G DASTIDAR
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 11

W In view of the palpable ag-
gressive posturing of farmer lead-
ers on their core demands, expres-
sion of solidarity from various
sections of society, and further in-
tensification of protests in the
coming days, farmers and their
supporters... may attempt to resort
to road and rail blockades.

M Protesting farmer unions are
united and emboldened by the
claimed success of their “Bharat
Bandh”, political support from dif-
ferent political parties, non-farm-
ing organisations, Left pressure
groups and others. However, they
had been making conscious efforts
to keep their agitations peaceful.

W Protesting farmers’ unions
were resolute to intensify their stir
if their core demands were not
considered through resumption of
talks; a prolonged agitation may
give opportunities to other non-
farming entities to get associated
with protest.

THESE ARE the messages
sent by the Railway Ministry on
Friday in a confidential letter to

its zone offices across the coun-
try, cautioning them of the need
to protect railway property in the
face of the farmers’ protests. The
tone and tenor of the letter be-
trays how the ongoing agitation
has registered with one of the
largest Central government ap-
paratus like the Railways, which
recently resumed operations af-
ter an unprecedented two-
month suspension of all train
services in Punjab.

The letter, sent by the
Director General of the Railway
Protection Force (RPF) in New
Delhi, says the protesting farm-
ers “continue to get solidarity
support from non-farming or-
ganisations, Left pressure groups
and Opposition political parties”.

“Another input received in-
dicates that leaders of Sanyukt
Kisan Morcha threatened to fur-
ther intensify their agitation by
blocking railway tracks nation-
wide (date to be announced
later) on the lines of earlier such
protests in Punjab. Meanwhile,
protesting farmer unions con-
tinue to get solidarity support
from non-farming organisations,
Left pressure groups and

Opposition political parties,” it
says.

Arun Kumar, DG RPF, could
not be contacted.

The letter also quotes the
press conference held by farmer
unions and their inability to
agree to the government’s de-
mands on the three contentious
farm-sector laws.

It also mentions a press re-
lease by Supreme Court Bar
Association. “SCBA expressed
dismay over alleged use of force
to stop peaceful protests and
stated that preventing farmers
from holding peaceful protests
for their rights was a case in
point,” the letter says. “Leaders
of political parties like NCP and
RJD decided to continue support
to the farmers’ cause.”

The letter tells the zone of-
fices that proper contingency
measures and advanced plan-
ning would be required to en-
sure no disruption in transport
services. It asks them to take help
of all available agencies and state
intelligence services and local
police to protect railway prop-
erty. FULL REPORTON

www.indianexpress.com

BTP to withdraw support to Gehlot
govt after Cong move in Dungarpur

HAMZA KHAN
JAIPUR, DECEMBERT1

THE BHARATIYA Tribal Party
(BTP) on Friday announced that
it will withdraw support to the
Ashok Gehlot government in
Rajasthan.

The move came a day after
Zila Parishad members from the
ruling Congress joined forces
with their BJP counterparts to
defeat a BTP-backed
Independent in the election to
the Zila Parishad pramukh post
in Dungarpur.

The BTP move won't impact
the stability of the government—
the party has 2 MLAs.

New Delhi

In the 200-member House,
the Congress has 105 MLAs,
apart from the support of 13
Independents, two CPM mem-
bers and one RLD legislator. The
BJP has 71 MLAs and Rashtriya
Loktantrik Party has three. Three
seats are vacant.

With 13 votes, BTP-backed
Parwati Doda was one vote short
of amajority in the Zila Parishad.
Instead of extending support to
the Congress ally, the party’s six
Zila Parishad members voted for
BJP member Surya Ahari who
was fielded as an Independent.
With eight votes of BJP and six of
Congress, Aharireached the ma-
jority mark of 14.

BTP founder Chhotubhai

Vasava tweeted on Thursday,
“BTP nek hai isiliye Congress BJP
ek hai (BTP is good so BJP and
Congress is one).” He then
wished Gehlot and Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on their
“newfound alliance.” On Friday,
he announced that the BTP will
withdraw support.
Ramprasad, BTP MLA from
Sagwara in Dungarpur, told The
Indian Express: “We will withdraw
from the government as we have
no reason left to continue sup-
porting it. We saved the Ashok
Gehlot government during the
political crisis [in July - August
2020] but the party hasbeen con-
spiring against us because we
have been growing stronger.”
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Lalu Prasad

JHARKHAND
HC defers Lalu
bail hearing by
six weeks

Ranchi: The Jharkhand
High Court on Friday de-
ferred RJD chief Lalu
Prasad's bail plea hearing
in a fodder scam case by
six weeks, in keeping
with the request of his
lawyer. The case pertains
to fraudulent withdrawal
of over Rs 3.13 crore from
Dumka treasury, when
Prasad was the chief min-
ister of undivided Bihar.
Devarshi Mandal,
Prasad's counsel, said he
needed six weeks to re-
spond to a supplemen-
tary affidavit filed by the
CBI on Thursday, and col-
late verified documents
on the RJD chief's judicial
custody. The CBI counsel,

too, agreed to the
proposal. PTI
J&K
Civilianhurtin

militant attackin
Pulwama: Cops

Srinagar: A civilian was in-
jured after he was fired
upon by suspected mili-
tants in the Wasura area
of the Pulwama district
on Friday, J&K police said.
Astatement from the po-
lice identified the injured
civilian as Mushtaq
Ahmad Dar. He was taken
to a nearby hospital after
the attack, police said.
“Preliminary investiga-
tion revealed that terror-
ists had fired upon on
civilian at Wasura in
Pulwama. The injured
civilian has been evacu-
ated to a nearby hospital
for treatment,” the state-
ment said, adding that
they were carrying out
searches in the area to
look for the culprits. ENS

KARNATAKA

Actor Sanjjanaa
Galrani gets bail
indrugs case

Bengaluru: Kannada film
actor Sanjjanaa Galrani
was on Friday granted
bail by the Karnataka
High Courtinadrugcase,
over three months after
her arrest. Justice
Sreenivas Harish Kumar
allowed her plea with a
direction to furnisha per-
sonal bond of Rs three
lakh with two sureties.
She was arrested on
September 8 by the
Central Crime Branch,
probing drug abuse in the
Kannada filmindustry,on
charges of possessing and
supplying narcotics and
later remanded to judicial
custody. PTI

MAHARASHTRA
RemoD’Souza
in hospital after
heart attack

Mumbai: Filmmaker-cho-
reographer Remo
D'Souza was admitted to
a hospital here on Friday
after he suffered a heart
attack. According to
sources close to the fam-
ily, the 46-year-old direc-
torisinthe Intensive Care
Unit of the Kokilaben hos-
pital. “Hehadaheartat-
tack. There was a block-
age. For now, doctors
have done angiography
and he is currently in the
ICU,” sources told PTI.
“He's stable now and un-
der observation,” sources
added. D'Souza is one of
the leading choreogra-
phers  working in
Bollywood. PTI

DOCTORS PROTEST

Doctors protested in Thane on Friday, joining a protest call by the Indian Medical Association
(IMA) against the Centre’s move to allow post-graduate Ayurveda practitioners to be trained
to perform surgical procedures. In a statement, the IMA said a large number of doctors at
various hospitals across the country responded to the call and withdrew services, which

affected patients. Deepak Joshi

Kerala HC allows minor
rape victim to abort
21-week pregnancy

SHAJU PHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
DECEMBERTI1

THE KERALA High Court on
Friday allowed the medical ter-
mination of 21-week pregnancy
of a minor rape victim. A bench
of Justice P V Asha gave the di-
rection on a plea filed by the
mother of the 14-year-old girl.

“If the child is born alive, de-
spite the attempts at medical
termination of the pregnancy,
the doctors shall ensure that
everything, which is reasonably
possible and feasible in the cir-
cumstances and in contempla-
tion of the law prescribed for the
purpose, is offered to such child
so that he/ she develops into a
healthy child,” the judge said.

The mother had approached
the court pointing out that the
girl is not mentally prepared to
accept the pregnancy and that
there is high risk of obstetric
complications in the event of
continuation of her pregnancy
as she had been subjected to sex-
ual assault.

The mother had
approached the court
saying the girl is not
mentally prepared to
accept the pregnancy

When the matter came up
before the court on December 9,
the court ordered the govern-
ment medical college, Kannur, to
form a medical board, including
a psychiatrist. The board was
asked tolookinto various aspects
of the issue, including consider-
ing the advanced stage of preg-
nancy, the risks involved, and the
medical process best suited to
terminate the pregnancy and the
possibility of the child being born
alive in the process.

The medical board in its re-
port observed, “We may have to
resort to surgical methods which
involves anaesthesia and surgi-
cal risks. There is a possibility
that the child may be born alive,
however the chances of survival
isremote.”

GIRL FOUND INJURED IN SURAT
Student says she was not

raped, wanted to end life
under pressure to study

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
SURAT,DECEMBER 11

AN 18-YEAR-OLD girl who was
found bleeding with multiple
injuries and broken pelvis near a
four-storey apartment in Umra
area of Surat Wednesday night,
has told police that she was not
raped and that she attempted
suicide as she was under pres-
sure to pursue studies against
her wishes.

Before she allegedly jumped
off the building’s terrace, she
sent a text message to her par-
ents, implying she was dead,
police said.

Deputy commissioner of po-
lice, Zone 3, Vidhi Chaudhari,
told The Indian Express on Friday
that her statement was
recorded before an executive

magistrate on Thursday night
when she regained complete
consciousness. “The girl said
that she was not raped and no-
body tried to killed her. She
wanted to end her life and
jumped from the terrace. Her
family members were putting
pressure on her to study but she
wanted to start a business...”
Chaudhari said, citing the girl’s
statement.

On Thursday, the girl's father
lodged a complaint of rape with
Umra police station. Police regis-
tered an offence against an un-
known person. “In the provi-
sional medical certificate, they
mentioned multiple fractures on
her pelvic bone and active vagi-
nal bleeding. On that basis, we
registered offence of rape and at-
tempt to murder..” DCP
Chaudhari said.

3 more infants die
at Kota hospital,
Oppn hits out

Jaipur/Kota: Three more new-
borns died at the state-run JK
Lon Hospital in Kota on Friday,
bringing the number of such fa-
talities to 12 in the last two days
at the facility, officials said.

Nine newborns, all of them
between one and four days old,
died at the hospital on Thursday,
ayear after the same facility hit
national headlines over deaths
of an unusual number of infants.

On Friday, three more new-
borns died at the hospital, said
its Superintendent Suresh Chand
Dulara.

Kota-Bundi MP and Lok
Sabha Speaker Om Birla directed
authorities to improve the con-
dition of the hospital.

Dulara said a newly con-
structed 12-bed NICU level-3
ward was made operational on
Friday with 10 nursing staff.

Meanwhile, the government
has constituted a four-member
probe committee, said officials
on Friday.

The opposition BJP has
slammed the state government
over the deaths, with deputy
leader of opposition Rajendra
Rathore terming the incident as
a‘gross negligence’ of the health
department. ENS&PTI

LAC standoff result of
China’s actions: India

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 11

INDIA ON Friday blamed China for
the military standoff in eastern
Ladakh, insisting that this was a
result of the actions by the neigh-
bouring country to effect a “uni-
lateral change” in the status along
the Line of Actual Control (LAC).

The assertion by the Ministry
of External Affairs (MEA)
spokesperson, Anurag Srivastava,
came a day after the Chinese for-
eign ministry again held India re-
sponsible for the border situation
ineastern Ladakh.

Referring to China’s com-
ments that it “strictly” observes
bilateral agreements and is com-
mitted to resolving the border is-
sue through dialogue, Srivastava
said New Delhi expects Beijing to
match its words with actions.

He alsorejected China’s claim
thatithad tocancelajointlaunch
of acommemorative stamp with
India as New Delhi did not give its
feedback on the matter within the
agreed time-frame.

“Our position has been very
clear... The situation that we have
seensince the last sixmonths has
been a result of the actions of the
Chinese side, which has sought to

effectaunilateral change in status
along the LACin eastern Ladakh,”
Srivastava said atamedia briefing.
He was replying to a question on
China again blaming India for the
border standoff.

“These actions are in violation
of the bilateral agreements and
protocol on ensuring peace and
tranquillity along the LAC in the
India-Chinaborder areas,” he said.

On Thursday, a Chinese for-
eign ministry spokesperson
blamed India again for the border
standoff while reacting to External
Affairs Minister S Jaishankar’s
comments thatbilateral ties have
been “very significantly dam-
aged” following violation of vari-
ousborder pacts by Chinaand that
ithas given India “five differing ex-
planations” for its actions.

“We have taken note of the
Chinese side’s statement that it
observes ‘strictly the agreements
between the two sides and is
committed to resolving the bor-
der issue through dialogue and
safeguarding peace and tranquil-
lity’... We expect that the Chinese
side will matchits words withac-
tions,” Srivastava said.

The armies of India and China
are locked in a border standoff in
eastern Ladakh since early May.
Both sides have held multiple

rounds of military and diplomatic
talks. However, no breakthrough
hasbeenachieved yet. “Itisourex-
pectation that the further discus-
sions will help both sides to
achieve an agreement onamutu-
ally acceptable solution for ensur-
ing complete disengagement in
all friction points along the LACin
the Western sector...” he said.

He said the core issue remains
thatboth sides need to strictly fol-
low the various bilateral agree-
ments and protocols in their en-
tirety, including the 1993 and
1996 agreements on mainte-
nance of peace and tranquillity
along the LAC.

Asked about China’s com-
ments that it had to cancel the
joint launch of the commemora-
tive stamp with India to mark the
70th anniversary of diplomatic
ties, Srivastava said, “Joint release
of commemorative stamps... was
one of the activities agreed with
the Chinese side last year.
However, there had been no dis-
cussion on any launch date.”

“We have also seen the
Chinese embassy’s tweet suggest-
ing this event was cancelled onac-
countof no feedbackgiven by the
Indian side before the launch time
agreed by both - this is factually
incorrect,” he said.

Agreement reached on Shahtoot
dam, pact to be signed soon: MEA

Hits back at Pakistan over disinformation accusations

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 11

INDIA AND Afghanistan are likely
to sign an agreement on building
the Shahtoot dam soon, the gov-
ernment said on Friday.

Responding to a question on
External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar'sannouncementat the
Geneva Donors Conference re-
cently that India will be construct-
ing the Shahtoot Dam, MEA’s offi-
cial spokesperson Anurag
Srivastava said the minister had
made the announcement that
India and Afghanistan have
reached anagreementon the dam.
The agreement is expected to be
signed shortly, he added.

When asked when would the

Dumka: Woman says at
least 10 people raped her

ABHISHEK ANGAD
RANCHI, DECEMBER 11

THE 35-YEAR-OLD woman, who
was gangraped on Tuesday night
in Jharkhand’s Dumka district, is
learnt to have said in her state-
ment to a magistrate that at least
10 people raped her.

She has also alleged that one
of the accused sexually assaulted
heramonthagoduringanalterca-
tion, itislearnt. The police said one
accused has been arrested.

Jharkhand DGP M V Rao said
Thursday, “Investigation is on. It
will not be appropriate to say how
many accused were involved.”

The woman has told police
that the incident took place a few
kilometres away from Dumka
town when she was returning
from a weekly market with her
husband. “One of the accused
shoved a towel into my mouth. I
was threatened thatifIscreamed,
I would be murdered. They

switched off my mobile,” the FIR
said, quoting her statement.

A source said, she said in her
statement to the magistrate
recorded under Section 164 of the
CrPC that she and her husband
had stopped by the roadside so
thatshe could attend nature’s call
when two persons accused them
of “wrong activities”.

She told the magistrate that
she was “raped like an animal”
while her husband was beaten up,
asource said. She hasalso said that
shelost consciousnessin between
and that “at least 10 people” had
raped her. Police have registered
an FIR under IPC sections 376 D
(gangrape), 379(theft),
342(wrongful confinement),
among others.

Santhal Pargana DIG
Sudarshan Mandal said,
“According to the statement, she
was gangraped. Her husband was
kept hostage. We have arrested
one person and hunt is on for the
remaining accused.”

India, Uzbekistan sign 9 pacts, vow to fight terror

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 11

INDIA AND Uzbekistan on Friday
signed nine agreements to further
broadbase cooperation in several
areas and vowed to combat the
threat of terrorism by “destroying”
terrorist safe-havens, networks
and funding channels.

At a virtual summit, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
Uzbek President Shavkat
Mirziyoyev deliberated on ex-
panding bilateral ties, and agreed
to step up efforts for early conclu-
sion of a bilateral investment
treaty.

Inopening remarks, Modi said
the peace process in Afghanistan
must preserve the achievements

Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Uzbekistan President
Shavkat Mirziyoyev during a virtual conference Friday. P11

of the past two decades. “We
agree that the restoration of peace
in Afghanistan requires a process
that itself is led, owned and con-
trolled by Afghanistan,” he said.

During the talks, Modi and
Mirziyoyev strongly condemned
terrorism and reaffirmed deter-
mination of their countries to
combat it by “destroying” safe-

havens, networks, infrastructure
and funding channels, said a joint
statement.

Holding that the current level
of bilateral trade does not reflect
the true potential, the twoleaders
instructed officials concerned to
fast-track the conclusion of anon-
going joint feasibility study that
will pave the way for commence-
ment of negotiations on a prefer-
ential trade agreement, it said.

The agreements signed are
aimed at expanding cooperation
inarange of areas, including new
and renewable energy, digital
technologies, cyber security and
sharing of information. The state-
ment said the Indian side con-
firmed approval of $448 million
of Line of Credit for four develop-
ment projects in Uzbekistan.

Nepalese foreign minister visit
India, Srivastavasaid heis expected
to be in India shortly for the next
jointcommission meeting, but the
datesforitareyettobeworked out.
New Delhi also slammed
Pakistanoveritsaccusations about
spreading disinformation.
Responding to questions on
Pakistan Prime Minister Imran
Khan quoting an EU disinforma-
tion lab report to accuse India of
subversive activities, the MEA
spokesperson said thatasarespon-
sible democracy, India does not
practice disinformation cam-
paigns. “Infact, ifyouarelookingat
disinformation, the best example
is the country next door which is
circulating fictional and fabricated
dossiers and purveys a regular
stream of fake news,” he said.

Railways to
conduct tests
from Dec 15 to
fill 1.4 lakh posts

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 11

THE INDIAN Railways will con-
duct computer-based tests to fill
1.4 lakh posts after observing all
Covid-related protocols, including
minimum travel time to centres
for the 2.44 crore candidates and
mandatory use of face masks, the
Railway Ministry said Friday.

The first round of the exams
will be held from December 15 to
December 18.The next phase will
be held tentatively from
December 28 till March 2021,and
the third round will be till the end
of June 2021, an official statement
said. “While it is not possible for
candidates to provide a negative
certificate for the disease, they will
have to provide a declaration that
they are fit to sit for the exam and
are not Covid-positive. The pro
forma will be provided to the can-
didates,” Anand S Khati, Director
General, Human Resources,
Railway Board, said.

“On coming to the centre, a
candidate will be tested with a
thermo gun. If the temperature is
beyond the mandated limit, the
candidate’s exam will be resched-
uled... Candidates have largely
been accommodated either
within their states or at centres
that require minimum travel,”
Khati said.

Links for downloading the e-
call letter will be made live four
days prior to the examdate on the
official websites of all Railway
Recruitment Boards (RRBs).

Khati said the Railways would
be running special exam trains to
cater to the travel requirements,
wherever required and feasible.

Chief secretaries of state gov-
ernments concerned have also
beenrequested to extend support,
the statement added.

New Delhi

Disinformation is practised
particularly by those who have
records to hide such as sheltering
international wanted terroristsin-
cludingOsamabin Laden,and seek
unsuccessfully to cover up their
own tracks such as on the 26/11
Mumbai attacks, Srivastava said,
hitting out at Pakistan.

An investigation by EU
DisinfoLab this week has found
that several defunct organisations
were resurrected and used along-
side at least 750 fake media out-
lets in a vast 15-year campaign to
serve Indian interests. The net-
work was designed primarily to
“discredit Pakistan internation-
ally” and influence decision-mak-
ing at the UN Human Rights
Council and European Parliament,
the report said.

Roshni Act: J&K
HC adjourns
hearing in admin
review plea

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
JAMMU, DECEMBER

THE JAMMU and Kashmir High
Court on Friday adjourned to
December 16 the hearing in the
UT administration’s review peti-
tion against the court’s October 9
judgment declaring the Roshni
Act“void abinitio”, cancellingland
transfers done under the law and
directing a CBI probe into alleged
irregularities in the land transfers.

As the matter came up before
the court, a division bench com-
prising Acting Chief Justice Rajesh
Bindal and Justice Sanjay Dhar or-
dered the court’sregistry tolistall
the review petitions and applica-
tions filed up to December 15 for
December 16 so that all the mat-
ters are heard together.

Sheikh Shakeel, counsel for
Prof S K Bhalla, who originally
challenged encroachment on
state and forest land by influential
people, said the CBI filed its status
report in the sealed cover before
the court which perused it.

Advocate Ankur Sharma, who
had challenged constitutional va-
lidity of the Act and sought hand-
ing over all the cases of irregular-
ities to the CBI, said, “Desperate,
insincere attempts of the govern-
ment in getting the matter de-
cided today bore no fruits.”

Parra to remain
in NIA custody
for 9 more days

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
JAMMU, DECEMBER

SPECIAL JUDGE for NIA cases
Suneet Gupta on Friday ex-
tended the remand of PDPyouth
wing leader Waheed Parra in
NIA custody for nine more days.

This followed a request by
the NIA, which sought the exten-
sion as his questioning was in
progress. On November 27, the
court had remanded Parrain NIA
custody for 15 days.

Parrawas arrested by the NIA
on November 25, three days af-
ter he filed his nomination pa-
pers for the DDC elections from
Pulwama in South Kashmir.
According to the NIA, his name
surfaced during investigations in
connection with the Naveed
Babu-Davinder Singh case.

TRACKING INDIA’S COVID CURVE

Zé 4 CASES: ACTIVE CASES: 3,63,749

BEGAN TESTS: 15,16,32,223 | RECOVERIES: 92,90,834
CASES DEATHS RECOVERIES TESTS

DECI0 29398 | 414 ‘ 37,528 8,72,497

STATES WITHRISING ACTIVE CASES

ACTIVECASES  RISEINLAST WEEK
Uttarakhand 6,675 934
Chhattisgarh 19,346 46
Assam 3,519 1
STATES WHERE ACTIVE CASES ARE DECLINING
ACTIVECASES DECLINE INLAST WEEK
Maharashtra 71,910 13,625
Haryana 2,456 13,060
Delhi 18,753 10,367
STATES REPORTING MAXIMUM CASES
ONDEC10 TOTAL
Kerala 4,470 6,54,041
Maharashtra 3,824 18,68,172
West Bengal 2,801 513,752
STATES REPORTING MAXIMUMDEATHS
ONDEC10 TOTAL
Maharashtra 49,063
Delhi 9,874
West Bengal 49 8,916

Dataas on December 10, released by Union Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, Indian Council of Medical
Researchand state governments. Often, the numbers released every day contain data from previous days
aswell. As such, trends based on daily numbers are only indicative and not definitive

24% of Punjab infected by Covid,
96% asymptomatic: serosurvey

Chandigarh: Just over 24 per cent
cent of Punjab’s population has
been infected by Covid-19 and
nearly 96 per cent of them are
asymptomatic cases, a second
serosurvey conducted in 12 dis-
tricts of the state has found.
The survey, involving a sam-
ple of 4,678 people, was con-
ducted among randomly se-

lected districts and population
of the state, Health Secretary
Hussan Lal said. Of these, 1201
(or24.19 per cent) tested IgG re-
active, of which only 4.03 per
cent were symptomaticand 95.9
per cent asymptomatic, Lal said.

Urban areas showed 30.5 per
cent seroprevalence, while it was
21 percentinrural areas. ENS
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UP cabinet clears proposal for Rs 250-cr
incentives for Samsung’s Noida unit

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW, DECEMBER11

THE UTTAR Pradesh Cabinet on
Friday cleared a proposal to give
Rs 250-crore incentives to
Samsung Display Noida Private
Ltd for a manufacturing unit for
mobile phones and IT display
products.

The government said it
would be the South Korean
multinational’s “first high-tech-
nique” project in India after re-
locating from China, and India

HC stays CIC order
directing IAF to furnish
details of PM entourage
on his foreign trips

SOFIAHSAN
NEW DELHI, DECEMBERT11

THE DELHI High Court Friday
stayed a Central Information
Commission (CIC) order di-
recting the Indian Air Force
(IAF)todisclose under RTI Act
the details regarding Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s en-
tourage accompanying him
on his foreign visits.

The CIC, in a July 8 order,
had directed the Central Public
Information Officer of Air
Headquarters, IAF to provide
certified copies of available
and relevant SFR-II (Special
Flight Returns - Part II, which
contains the flight manifest) to
applicant Commodore Lokesh
K Batra (retd) “after severing
the names and other relevant
identifying particulars of the
security/SPG personnel figur-
ing therein”.

The IAF had earlier this
week moved the High Court
against the order, citing a po-
tential threat to the sover-
eignty and integrity of India.

On Friday, Justice Navin
Chawla issued notice to Batra
and asked him to file a reply
within four weeks. “There
shall be a stay on the operation

journalists. “I can understand

will become the third country in
the world to have such a unit.

As per the UP Electronics
Manufacturing Policy, 2017, the
company would get stamp duty
exemption worth Rs 250 crore in
transfer of land, said a govern-
ment spokesperson.

Besides, the company will re-
ceive Rs 460 crore as a financial
incentive under the Central gov-
ernment’s  ‘Scheme for
Promotion of Manufacturing
Electronic Components and
Semiconductors’ (SPECS).

The spokesperson said

Samsung Display Noida Private
Ltd intends to invest Rs 4,825
crore in the Noida unit, and with
$2.7 billion of exports in the last
financial year, itis UP’s largest ex-
porter. According to the state
government, the company has
setan export target of $50 billion
in the next five years. The govern-
ment said the project will estab-
lish UP as an export hub and help
the state receive more foreign di-
rect investment (FDI).

In another decision, the state
Cabinet also approved a proposal
to expand the Ayodhya

Development Region (ADR) by
including another 343 revenue
villages in Ayodhya, Gonda and
Basti districts. ADR comprises the
Ayodhya Municipal Corporation,
the Nagar Panchayat of Bhagrasa
and the Nawabganj Nagar Palika
of Gonda.

The Cabinet also cleared a
Central government’s proposal
for establishing a vocational
training centre of CIEPET in
Ayodhya and making available
free Secondary Education
Department’s 10 acres of land to
the MSME department.

Rakul Preet plea against news channels:
HC seeks status report from Centre

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 11

THE DELHI High Court on Friday
sought a fresh status report from
the Centre after it was told the
News Broadcasting Standards
Authority (NBSA) has taken action
with regard to the complaints filed
by actor Rakul Preet Singh against
various news channels, which al-
legedly broadcasted “fake reports”
about her purported role in the
drugs case against actor Rhea
Chakraborty and others.

The Centre earlier treated her

petition as a representation but
forwarded it to NBSA for action.
On Thursday, Singh’s counsel
Aman Hingorani submitted NBSA
is a self-regulatory body but ulti-
mately, the statutory framework
puts the obligation on the Centre
totakeaction. The NBSA has taken
action against broadcaster Zee,
and therest have beenlet offwith
awarning, he submitted.

“There is a finding that there
was a slander campaign against
me,” Hingorani submitted be-
fore the court, adding it was for
the Centre to now inform what
action it was taking after receiv-

ing the NBSA report.

Following the submission,
the court orally asked Additional
Solicitor General Chetan Sharma
to file a status report regarding
the action being taken by Centre,
before the next date of hearing.
However, Sharma submitted
that he would do so but asked
that the aspect of taking action
may be excluded from the order.

“IfIdon’t give you that direc-
tion, then no one will do it also..
no one will look into it,” ob-
served the court. The case was
adjourned for next hearing to
March 4.

TRP case: Republic
TV COO granted
anticipatory bail

Mumbai: A sessions court
granted anticipatory bail to the
Chief Operating Officer (COO) of
RepublicTVinthe TRP case. Priya
Mukharjee was allowed pre-ar-
rest bail by the court on Friday
with directions including that
she must give attendance before
the Crime Intelligence Unit once
aweek. Other conditions include
she must not tamper with evi-
dence including witnesses.
Mukharjee had submitted in
her application that she had co-
operated with the probe and
said that the channel was not
named in the FIR. ENS

of theimpugned order till fur-
ther orders,” said the court.
The court earlier observed
that passengers may also in-
clude officials from the
Ministry of External Affairs
and Ministry of Information
and Broadcasting or even

you don'’t give him the secu-
rity details but you can always
give him the details that...
there were 50 passengers
along with the Prime Minister
and maybe one or two you
could disclose or you could not
disclose,” it added.

However, the court also
said that the CPIO will be able
todisclose only the number of
passengers from SRF-II.

It also said it was the job of
the CICto be “very clear” about
what information can be ex-
empted from disclosure, after
Batra’s counsel argued that
there are private persons and
other people not connected to
the security apparatus whoac-
company the Prime Minister.

“According to me, SPG is
already exempted there...
names etc have gone. It’s only
then the number,” Justice
Chawla said.
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. THE REVERED MASS LEADER....

A

harad Pawar went to Delhi and assumed the centre-

stage of national politics. He strengthened his

position as the ‘front rung’ leader of the Congress
party in very little time. He was surely cut off for a Prime
Ministerial role however the durbar politics of Delhi put a
spanner in the works. This was definitely a personal loss
for him however a greater one for the party and the
country.

When | first met Sharad Pawar at our Mumbai residence, | was
only twelve years old. My father was a legislator in Central
Provinces and Berar which formed a part of the ‘Madhya
Bharat’ region before the Samyukta Maharashtra movement.
The people elected him again when Vidarbha was made a part
of the Maharashtra state. He had very cordial relations with the
maker of Modern Maharashtra and the first Chief Minister of the
state Yashwantrao Chavan. Vasantrao Naik who became the
Chief Minister after Yashwantrao was a great personal friend as
well as an ally in politics. He was also the treasurer of the
Congress party’s state division. Pawarsaheb had visited our
house once with Yashwantrao Chavan in 1967-68. That is the
firsttime when | saw Pawarsaheb.

A few years after my father passed away our family’s
involvement in politics of the state greatly reduced. However,
our bond of mutual liking was re-established in 1978 when he
became Chief Minister for the first time. Chedilal Gupta, a
leader from our hometown Gondia was a great friend of my
father and a minister in Pawarsaheb’s ‘Pulod’ ministry. My
father enjoyed good relations with Minister Gupta. Once | went
to meet Chief Minister Pawar with Guptaji. When | narrated to
him our family’s relation with Guptaji he narrated a lot of
memories and anecdotes about my father. He also spoke a lot
about Gondia. In just one meeting | cultivated a feeling of
affection and respect for him. It changed my outlook to look at
him. | was not in active politics. However, | continued to be in
touch with him.

The ‘Pulod’ government was dismissed in the 1980. Following
the elections Mr.Antulay became the Chief Minister and
Pawarsaheb became the leader of the opposition. Since, he
was no longer the Chief Minister Pawarsaheb was relatively
less occupied. Hence, meeting him more often was easier. We
were meeting more often and coming closer to each another. |
was not in politics however was quite active in the Bhandara-
Gondia region and in touch with everyone. Pawarsaheb
observed this and convinced me into entering politics. My
political journey started due to him and he encouraged me on
many occasions. Pawarsaheb was in Congress(S) in those
days and it was only due to late Rajiv Gandhi in 1987 that he
entered the Congress party. It was only then that we started
working more closely and expeditiously. | was the President of
the City Council of Gondia. | was elected to the Loksabha in
1991. Pawarsaheb also got elected to Loksabha during that
period and went on to become the country’s Defence Minister.

One thing that was responsible for this is the ‘engineered revolt’
in 1989 in the Maharashtra unit of the Congress party and
cabinet. | am calling it an ‘engineered revolt’ as it was clear that
Congress leaders sitting in Delhi like R.K.Dhavan, Makhanlal
Fotedar had a role to play in it. It was a part of the usual
conspiracy of weakening mass leaders by propelling
opponents from within the party, forging trouble and not letting
the leader function in a normal fashion. However, due to
Pawarsaheb’s firm grip over his party colleagues in the
legislature the revolt failed and Pawar continued as the Chief

Minister.

During the 1991 Loksabha polls campaigning, Rajiv Gandhi
was murdered in an unfortunate and a brutal way. The whole
country was shattered and shocked including the Congress
party and figuratively speaking there was darkness all around
us. There was a strong thinking among the workers as well as
the leaders of the Congress party that Sharad Pawar should be
made the President of the Congress party. However, the
‘durbar’ coterie in Delhi was once again opposed to the idea of
a strong leader and hence they hatched a plan and made P.V.
Narsimha Rao the President of the All India Congress
Committee (AICC). Actually speaking Narsimha Rao was ill
and aging and he had not even contested the Loksabha
elections. He had made up his mind to retire from politics and
had shifted his base from Delhi to Hyderabad. However, Rao
was convinced and made President only in a bid to oppose
Pawar’s candidature.

The election results were out and Congress was very close to a
majority. There was a big group in the party that believed that
the Prime Ministerial candidate should be a young, dynamic
person like Pawar who also had a good grip on the
administration. Even the Congress party leadership in various
states had the same opinion. However, the scheming coterie in
Delhi again united and used or rather misused Sonia Gandhi’s
name to anoint Narsimha Rao as the Prime Minister.
Pawarsaheb was entrusted with the important responsibility as
a Defence Minister.

| am a witness to many such conspiracies hatched against
Pawarsaheb from Delhi right from the revolt of 1989. | was quite
actively involved as his supporter from 1991 and have seen
from close quarters as to who played a role in ensuring that
Pawarsaheb didn’t get the Prime Minister’s post.

Narsimha Rao always nursed a certain animosity against
Pawarsaheb as his name was considered for the AICC
President’s as well for the Prime Minister’s chair. He always
kept on thinking about how one could reduce Pawar’s influence
in the cabinet and how he could be weakened in the system.
The 1992 bomb blasts in Mumbai and the riots were a potent
reason to implement his intentions. He wanted to unseat Chief
Minister Sudhakarrao Naik. Hence, in a very clever fashion
designed a plan to publicly show respect to Pawar and send
him to Mumbai to once again become Chief Minister of
Maharashtra. The situation was also such that you required
someone to take responsibility of Mumbai and Maharashtra.
Hence, Pawarsaheb left Delhi immediately and came to
Mumbai to take charge of the state of Maharashtra.

In the 1996 Loksabha polls, 145 MPs of Congress won the
elections. H.D.Devegowda, Lalu Prasad Yadav, Mulayamsingh
Yadav and the left leaders had agreed to a single point agenda
that,” Sharad Pawar should take the lead and ask Rao to step
aside. If this happens, then we are willing to support a
government led by the Congress party.” However, Narsimha
Rao didn’t flinch at all and Congress was forced to support the
Devegowda government from outside. | can talk about these
developments with conviction as most of them were happening
from my house.

Congress party lost an opportunity to form the government and
the Devegowda government was formed. In a few days after
that the interparty elections for the Congress party took place.
In the elections |, Bhupinder Hudda, P.C.Chacko, Girija Vyas
and others came together and defeated the panel that was

Dr. Manmohan Singh during his time as the Prime Minister used to seek Pawarsaheb’s counsel on any important
topic or a crisis. Senior circles that were functional in Delhi during that time are privy to the fact that if the Prime
Minister wished to give any important messages to the MPs or talk to certain senior leaders about something
Pawarsaheb would be the go to person for him.

Praful Patel, MP

supported by Narsimha Rao. He had to resign from the
Presidency of the Congress party. However, he forwarded the
name of Sitaram Kesari to ensure that Pawar was not selected
for the President’s post. Sitaram Kesari became the President
of the Congress party. After eleven months Kesari unilaterally
withdrew support to the Devegowda government. All the MPs
became extremely restless. Around 125 of them gathered at
Pawarsaheb’s residence in just two hours. Even the most ‘loyal’
MPs from the Congress party were also a part of this
delegation. There was a unilateral decision taken at the
meeting to select Pawarsaheb as the leader of the
parliamentary party and request Kesari to step aside from the
Congress President’s chair. More importantly, while the
meeting was on, PM Devegowda himself had send a message
requesting a few days more and he will resign on his own
accord and support a Congress government under Pawar’s
leadership. However, looking at the overall condition to avoid a
split in the party Pawarsaheb withdrew from the proposal. He
killed his ambition and took a softer stand in the interest of the
party. Even then Kesari was unwilling to support Devegowda.
Finally, the party asked Devegowda to resign and supported
Inder Kumar Gujral as the Prime Minister. We were watching in
front of us as to how Pawarsaheb once again missed the
opportunity to become the Prime Minister of the country.

>

Further, despite Pawarsaheb being the parliamentary party
leader, the party President was creating worries for him. He
was purposely taking contrary stands on the parliamentary
strategies. The mass leaders in the party couldn’t bear to see
this and were opposed to it. Finally, it was decided that Dr.
Manmohan Singh and Pawarsaheb should go to Shrimati
Sonia Gandhi and explain the situation to her. Accordingly, both
the leaders met Sonia Gandhi and explained the pressing need
to become President of the party to further avoid any damage to
the party. She was also convinced and this is how in 1998 Sonia
Madam for the first time became the Congress President.

Pawarsaheb almost performed a miracle in the 1998 Loksabha
polls. R.S. Gavai, Jogendra Kavade, Ramdas Athavale and
Prakash Ambedkar all four leaders of the Republican Party
were elected from constituencies meant for ‘Open’ candidates.
From Maharashtra alone more than 43 Congress MPs were
elected however the party performed badly on the national
stage. Hence, the Vajpayee government was formed at the
centre. The government was formed however it collapsed in
only 13 days. It collapsed also due to Pawarsaheb.

ADVERTORIAL

The lone vote due to which the government collapsed belonged
to Mayawati. Even Pramod Mahajan who was monitoring the
outings on behalf of the party and Vajpayee and Advani had
taken that one vote for granted which Pawarsaheb managed to
swing in the favour of the Congress party. The government fell
and BJP still holds Pawar responsible for what happened
during the trust vote. Despite all this Pawarsaheb never got the
free hand in the Congress that he deserved. In the later days as
the leader of the parliamentary party there were many
decisions in the party about which Pawar was kept in the dark.
As if it was a mere compulsion that the party had made him the
leader of the parliamentary party. The so called leaders in the
party left no stone unturned or opportunity unanswered to
publicly humiliate and insult him. In the capacity of the
parliamentary party leader Pawarsaheb use to take certain
positions and used to apprise of his stand to the speaker.
However, the party whip P.J.Kurien used to take contrary
positions. Even his recommendations of MPs for appointment
on parliamentary committees used to be changed without his
knowledge. While insults were meted out to him from the ‘Delhi
Durbar’ even his opponents within the Maharashtra state unit of
the party were being appointed on important positions. When
all this became too much to bear he decided that enough was
enough. What followed was the birth of the ‘Nationalist
Congress Party’.

In politics, in spite of keeping patience one has to unwillingly
take harsh and extreme decisions. However the speciality of
Pawarsaheb is that he never harbours any personal ill will,
animosity or vengeance against any one. Hence, even after
NCP got resounding success after our party was launched we
could form an alliance with the Congress which is still intact.
When in 2001 | had visited Vajpayee to invite him for
Pawarsaheb’s 61st birthday as the organiser he had
spontaneously said,” It would be doing gross injustice to our
friendship if | decline to attend Sharadji’s birthday. Sharadji has
the gift of a great nature. | will definitely attend the function.”

Leaders of all the parties had made it a point to come to
Mumbai....and how can | describe the response to his 75th
birthday celebrations held in Vigyan Bhavan? Even today all
the known people in the country remember the scene on the
stage. Party leaders of all ideological hues and all the senior
leaders in the country had come to felicitate Pawarsaheb. As an
organiser | can vouch for the fact that no leader expressed their
inability to attend. Everyone spontaneously accepted the invite
and came for the programme. Even till date in the parliament
right from our respectable Prime Minister to senior leaders of
many parties from every nook and corner of the country come
to chat with him in a kind and loving fashion. How many leaders
in our country enjoy such respect? Atleast, | don’t see any other
leader of his stature in the country.

Dr. Manmohan Singh during his time as the Prime Minister
used to seek Pawarsaheb’s counsel on any important topic or a
crisis. Senior circles that were functional in Delhi during that
time are privy to the fact that if the Prime Minister wished to give
any important messages to the MPs or talk to certain senior
leaders about something Pawarsaheb would be the go to
person for him.

The period 2004 to 2014, is considered as a golden period for
the rural India. Experts will vouch for the fact that it was during
this period that the rural economy received a new found fillip
during this period. Any farmer or person involved with
agriculture mentions this period of 10 years with great
gratitude. Agriculture and rural development is like a mission
for Pawarsaheb. The powers that be in Delhi have witnessed
his styles of how he discusses with experts in the field of
Agriculture, takes the senior administrative officers in
confidence and brings out the efficiency in them. He is always
curious about new things, changes and research in any field
and makes it a point to be abreast with it. All of us are surprised
to see the kind of efforts that he takes to meet his curiosity even
at this age. | think it is this hard work which is the secret of his
ever overflowing seamless energy and his desire to work
endlessly.

Itis our sheer fortune that we have a leader like him. | only pray
to God on his 80th birthday to bless him with a long and healthy
life which will allow him to work for the country and the society.

New Delhi
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WOoRDLY WISE
I'M A FOOTBALLER FIRST AND FOREMOST AND |
WANT TO BE REMEMBERED FOR WHAT [ DO ON
THE PITCH. — ADEBAYO AKINFENWA
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RAMNATH GOENKA

BECAUSE THE TRUTH

INVOLVES US ALL

CENTRE’S VISTA

PM makes eloquent and soaring case for democracy as he flags off
new Parliament project — there was also the sound of a silence

AYING THE FOUNDATION stone of the new Parliament building on Thursday,
the centrepiece of the Central Vista redevelopment project, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi spoke eloquently about democracy — a fuller and stronger ar-
ticulation of the democratic principle and practice than he has made before.
He spoke of its ancient rites in India and many successes despite the naysay-
ersand the odds, its living presence as culture, value and samvad (conversation), not just as
formal procedure or process. He also spoke about Parliament’s role in consecrating democra-
cy by linking pastand future, “nootan” and “puratan”, new and old. We, the people, together
own this Parliament, and we will construct the new one, “hum Bharat ke log, mil kar...”, he
said. If the old Parliament gave direction to post-Independence India, the new Parliament
would embody the aspirations and optimisms of Aatmanirbhar India. It was a soaring spe-
ech, apt for the momentous occasion. But its very capaciousness also served to draw attenti-
ontoanabsence. Leaders of Opposition parties were missing at the foundation-laying cer-
emony. And the bhoomi pujan rituals, followed by inter-faith prayers, were conducted by
the sole figure of the Prime Minister, imprinting his persona on what should have been amore
inclusive and encompassing national moment of a multi-religious and diverse country.

As the PM rightly said, the Parliament, old or new, is more than just a building, Its “pran
pratishtha”, or life force, is infused by the people’s representatives, who may differ with
each other in their politics, but who participate in a shared ethos of speaking and listening
to each other. Surely, for the foundation stone-laying of a new high-tech and modern house
for this old institution, all efforts should have been made to encourage and ensure the pres-
ence of parties and politicians across the political spectrum. During the pandemic, the Prime
Minister has been able to hold quite a few meetings with states and other parties. Surely, it
wouldn't have been difficult to avoid the impression of a one-man show. For, in a sense,
Thursday’s ceremony framed a narrowing of the parliamentary spirit that has been visible
for some time now. In too many decisions and moments, it has seemed that the BJP-led
government, having won a large mandate not once but twice, is not taking the next step to
reach out and draw in the Opposition and civil society in its projects and policies.

The Modi government’s argument — that it is the Opposition that has not yet recon-
ciled toits electoral marginalisation and is always looking for an opportunity to bite back
— may well be true. But what is also undeniable is this: The government, which has the
power and the platform, is not showing the large-heartedness and generosity, or even
the democratic humility, to engage those who are less powerful or in a minority. The ‘we,
the people’ that the PM invoked on Thursday is an abstraction that must be constantly im-
bued with meaning in ademocracy, especially by the government, else it becomes a hol-
low piety. On a historic occasion on Thursday; it fell short of doing that.

POLITICS OF VIOLENCE

West Bengal’s politics needs an overhaul — the ruling party
must own the responsibility, take the lead

HE ATTACK ON the motorcade of BJP president ] P Nadda near Kolkata on

Thursday, allegedly by cadres of the ruling Trinamool Congress (TMC), is

shocking. West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee has called the in-

cident a “drama” and blamed the BJP for the violence. Governor Jagdeep

Dhankhar has accused the bureaucracy of ignoring his warning about a
potential threat to law and order and warned the chief minister “not to play with fire”. The
central government has waded into the issue, with the Union Home Ministry asking for
a report from the administration. These events are disturbing, especially since political
competition is set to intensify ahead of next year’s assembly elections.

Itis true that the Centre seems to be showing undue interest in matters that fall in the
domain of the state government. And that Governor Dhankhar, formerly a BJP leader, has
invited the charge of partisanship in the positions he takes on major issues. It is also the
case thatlocal BJP leaders such as state chief Dilip Ghosh have conducted polarising pub-
lic campaigns. None of this, however, takes away from the fact that the primary respon-
sibility of upholding law and order lies with government. As CM, Mamata Banerjee is re-
sponsible for keeping the peace in the state and ensuring the right of Opposition parties
to organise and campaign. If any outfit crosses the limits of constitutional propriety, the
government can take legal recourse and suitable administrative action. Unfortunately,
the CM is seen to turn a blind eye to her party leaders and cadres, who are accused of un-
leashing violence against the Opposition, especially the BJP. In the past, the CPM and
Congress, too, have blamed the ruling outfit of attacking their workers. In fact, an unusual
number of TMC candidates were elected unopposed in the 2018 panchayat polls because
opposition nominees allegedly withdrew from the contest fearing violence. This year, at
least two dozen people have died in political clashes.

The TMC did not pioneer the use of violence to achieve political dominance — the
Congress and the CPM have a record of suppressing the Opposition voice during their
time in office. However, this vicious cycle and template of the capture by the ruling party
of all spaces and institutions needs to be broken. A “normal” politics, which allows space
for the Opposition as well, is essential in West Bengal. And for this course correction, the
ruling party must take the lead and be seen to do so too.

Hi1S TWINKLING FEET

Like most greats, Paolo Rossi showed that it was possible to
rise again from the ashes

OOTBALLHAS LOST another World Cup hero. Paolo Rossi was no Maradona
but the final ledger of the two departed superstars would certainly have
some common lines. Rossi, like Maradona, ensured that Italy could always
go back to his iconic goals while following the notoriously inconsistent
Azzurri. Four years before Maradona single-handedly gifted the World Cup
to Argentina, Rossi, in 1982, had six history-changing strikes in three Cup games. This
was the reason, Rossi, despite his flaws, enjoyed uncritical reverence in his country.

Two years prior to his World Cup high, Rossi was embroiled in a match-fixing scandal.
Repeated pleas of innocence, brought down the three-year ban to two —justintime tobe el-
igible for the World Cup. He faced relentless pressure to not only redeem his name but also
justify the shortened ban. Like most greats, he rose from the ashes. During that magical sum-
mer of '82, the fall guy would turn into a national treasure. He won the Golden Boot, the
Golden Ball and later even the Ballon d'Or.

While Italy will continue to relish each of his goals, the world will always remember him
for his hat-trick against that captivating Brazilian Dream Team at the ‘82 World Cup. For foot-
ball fans of a certain vintage that result still raises a lump from within. The Tele Santana
coached team of ball-players with twinkling feet — remember Socrates, Zico, Eber, Junior,
Falcao, Cerezo — would regale the fans with their graceful feints and daring flicks. They were
easily the people's choice to win the Cup. But Rossi killed the joga bonito dream. As Socrates
would later lament, the result hastened the Europeanisation of Brazilian football. Making
Brazil more organised happens to be Rossi’s less-celebrated achievement.
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[L.anka lessons in Kashmir

District Development Council elections in J&K recall an
unsuccessful experiment in Sri Lanka four decades ago

NIRUPAMA SUBRAMANIAN

THE ONGOING DISTRICT Development
Council (DDC) elections in Jammu & Kashmir
call to mind a similar exercise in Sri Lanka four
decades ago, when that country’s political
leadership tried to stanch Tamil demands for
regional political autonomy with almost ex-
actly the same kind of local government for
which J&Kis voting now.

The parallel is especially striking because
Delhi wants Sri Lanka to settle the still unre-
solved Tamil question through an elevated
form of devolution. Specifically, it wants
Colombo toimplement provincial devolution
along Centre-State lines under the provisions
of an amendment to the Sri Lankan
Constitution resulting from the 1987 Indianin-
tervention, at a time that it is downgrading its
owndevolutioninJ&K todistrictlevel local gov-
ernment, a near replica of what Sri Lanka tried
but had to give up under Indian pressure.

Sri Lanka offered DDCs as a solution at a
time when the Tamil polity was already radi-
calised. The Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam
had come into existence, and the predominant
mainstream Tamil party had started getting
sidelined because of its failure to extract any
concessions from a centralised Sinhalese-
dominated polity. Two agreements on devo-
lution remained unimplemented because of
competitive politics between the two main na-
tional parties, the United National Party (UNP)
and the Sri Lanka Freedom Party (SLP).

The Federal Party, the main Tamil political
entity, remained hopeful of accommodation
with the government, but by 1975, separatism
had entered Tamil political language. The
Federal Party became the Tamil United
Liberation Front. In 1976, in what came to be
known as the Vaddukoddai Resolution, the
TULF adopted the goal of a separate, sovereign
Tamil nation, and also outlined the map of
Tamil Eelam. It asked Tamil youth “to throw
themselvesinto the sacred fight for freedom”.

Nascent Tamil militancy took that as a
green signal. Anew, violent Tamil nationalism
was born. The TULF fought the 1977 general
election on the strength of the Vaddukoddai
Resolution, sweeping the parliamentary seats
in the north and east, and became the main
opposition party in Parliament.

The same election also brought | R
Jayewardene (JR]) to power. He first changed
the constitution, centralising political and ex-
ecutive power under an executive presidency

It could be just coincidence
that the JBK DDC is almost
areplica of the 1980 Sri
Lanka model. In the Sri
Lankan experiment, other
than the directly elected
members, the district MPs
were nominated to the DDC.
A cabinet minister from
outside the district headed it.
He was appointed by the
president, and answerable
only to him. In Kashmir, the
councils will include MPs
MLAs, and chairpersons of
Block Development
Councils falling in the
district. The elected
members will elect a
chairperson of the council.
The additional district
commissioner, who answers
to the Union Home
Ministry, will function as its
chief executive officer.

so powerful he would joke that the only thing
he could not do was change a man into a
woman or vice versa. In 1979, Sri Lanka en-
acted the draconian Prevention of Terrorism
Act, put the police and still largely ceremonial
military to tackle Tamil militancy. Politically,
JR] offered TULF the DDCs.

It could be just coincidence that the J&K
DDC s almost a replica of the 1980 Sri Lanka
model. In the Sri Lankan experiment, other
than the directly elected members, the dis-
trict MPs were nominated to the DDC. A cab-
inet minister from outside the district headed
it. He was appointed by the president,and an-
swerable only to him. In Kashmir, the councils
will include MPs MLAs, and chairpersons of
Block Development Councils falling in the dis-
trict. The elected members will elect a chair-
person of the council. The additional district
commissioner, who answers to the Union
Home Ministry, will function asits chief exec-
utive officer.

Justasis being envisaged for J&K, the DDCs
in Sri Lanka were meant to decentralise the
work of “development”, by drafting annual
development plans for the district, and tak-
ing up local public works.

The big difference is that the June 1981 DDC
elections in Sri Lanka were held in the whole
country to show it was not about setting up a
separate political system for the Tamil districts.

The TULE, under pressure from the expec-
tationsit had created, was divided on the issue
of participation in the election, but eventually
chose to take part. The LTTE called for a boy-
cott. In Jaffna, events in the run-up to voting
day on June 4 were an inauspicious augury of
what was to come. The candidate of JR]'s UNP
was assassinated on May 24. The government
responded by flooding Jaffna with police and
army. Two policemen were shot dead a week
later in contested circumstances.

Policemen and mobs in civilian clothes
went on a retaliatory rampage. Shops and
homes were ransacked and torched. The
home of Jaffna MP V Yogeswaran was burnt
down even as men in uniform stood guard
around it. The office of a Tamil newspaper was
burnt down. On June 1, there was more vio-
lence. Jaffna Public Library, home to aninvalu-
able collection of Tamil literature including
original documents and manuscripts, was
burnt down. The UNP’s top two Tamil baiters
of that period, Cyril Mathew and Gamini

Dissanayake, who had been dispatched by
the party toJaffna, were named by witnesses
as instigators of the violence.

Despite the violence, the turnout was huge
in the Tamil districts. People voted to keep the
UNP out (the SLFP was boycotting) just as in
J&K, people have said they are voting to keep
theBJPout. In the rest of Sri Lanka, the response
was lukewarm. The Sinhalese majority was
simply not interested in DDCs.

The DDCs became a reality but they did
nothing for Sri Lanka’s relations with its Tamil
citizens. The experiment bumbled along un-
til the 1983 anti-Tamil pogrom brought India
into the equation.

Attempts thereafter by JR] to dress up and
re-offer the DDC proposal in talks brokered by
Indiabetween the government and Tamil par-
ties went nowhere. Sri Lanka had to bury the
DDCs. In 1987, under the India-Sri Lanka
Agreement, the Sri Lankan parliament
adopted the 13th Amendment to the
Constitution, with provisions for the creation
of provincial councils. This remains the only
concession on devolution that the country has
made todate. Butit failed toimplement thisin
letter and spirit in the Tamil north and east.
What followed is well known.

Less than three months ago, on
September 25, Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and the recently elected Prime Minister
Mahinda Rajapaksa held a virtual summit
thatended with ajoint statement reiterating
India’s wish for “equality, justice, peace and
respect within a united Sri Lanka” for Tamils
and specifically, for the implementation of
the 13th Amendment.

Around the same time, the Centre was
drawing up plans to hold direct elections tothe
DDCinitsowntroubled J&K, a year after strip-
ping the state of its special status, bifurcating it
into two Union Territories, and bringing it un-
derthe direct control of the Union Home min-
istry. Two senior ministers in the Modi cabinet
have the inside track on why the DDC experi-
ment failed to meet Sri Lankan Tamil aspira-
tions, having been closely involved in the
Indian intervention at the time.

Callitdouble irony, or just another coinci-
dence — Sri Lanka now wants to scrap the
13th Amendment and return to its own 40-
year-old DDC proposals.

nirupama.subramanian@expressindia.com
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MESSENGER

In Pakistan, the media is intimidated by both state and non-state actors

KHALED AHMED

ONNOVEMBER 9, Pakistan’s Supreme Court
granted bail to the owner of the country’s
largest media group, the GEO, after a 10-
month-long detention condemned by the
rights groups as suppression of the press. The
country’s  not-so-legally-immaculate
National Accountability Bureau (NAB) had
accused Mir Shakilur Rehman of illegally
leasing government land in 1986 and of hav-
ing ownership rights transferred to himself
in 2016 when ex-Prime Minister Nawaz
Sharif was ruling Pakistan.

Normally, it doesn’t take that long for NAB
tostepbackand let its inadequately challenged
victim go. The courts were reluctant to touch
his case till the Supreme Court thought the
man had rotted ina NAB cell for too long with-
out being convicted for a crime he was sup-
posed to have committed 34 years ago. The
NAB, of course, didn’t care; nor did Pakistan. In
the World Press Freedom Index for 2020,
Pakistan ranked 145 out of 180 countries.

Imran Khan'’s Tehreek-e-Insaf — the last
word meaning “justice” — looked the other
way as if it actually enjoyed Rehman’s mal-
treatment. Deeper in the state, Rehman’s
journalists had been roughed up over time,
asin the case of Hamid Mir, a popular anchor
in Rehman’s GEO TV, who was shot at in
Karachi in 2014. In 2018, investigative jour-
nalist Ahmad Noorani was trailed for miles

Imran Khan's Tehreek-e-
Insaf — the last word
meaning justice’ — looked
the other way as if it actually
enjoyed Rehman’s
maltreatment. Deeper in the
state, Rehman’s journalists
had been roughed up over
time, as in the case Hamid
Mir, a popular anchor in
Rehman’s GEO TV, who was
shot at in Karachi in 2014. In
2018, investigative journalist
Ahmad Noorani was trailed
for miles before being
attacked with an iron rod on
a busy street in Islamabad.

before being attacked with an iron rod on a
busy street in Islamabad.

Then in 2020, Radio Free Europe reported
thata prominent Pakistani journalist Matiullah
Janhad been abducted in July from Islamabad
by several men, only to be released after the
kidnappers were satisfied thathe had “learned
his lesson”. In June 2018, a British-Pakistani
woman journalist and columnist, Gul Bukhari
was abducted for “a few hours” by “unknown
personnel” in Pakistan. In February 2020, the
Committee for the Protection of Journalists
(CPJ) reported that “a Pakistan law enforce-
ment agency” had threatened to slap terror-
ism charges on one of the country’s most
prominent government critics, journalist Gul
Bukhari. The CP] said: “The Federal
Investigation Agency (FIA) has asked Gul
Bukhari,a columnist and democracy activist, to
appear before an inquiry probing online prop-
aganda against the government, national se-
curity organisations, and the judiciary.”

Asifinresponse, the Imran Khan govern-
ment urged the British government to take
action against Bukhari for using “British soil
for her nefarious activities” against Pakistan
while abusing “freedom of speech rules and
western values”. It went further: “Her ven-
omous social media activities promote divi-
sive tendencies and incitement of violence.”

TV anchor Hamid Mir’s top-rated show,

Capital Talk, is popular among those trying to
know the underside of Pakistan’s real politics.
Declan Walsh, in his book Nine Lives of Pakistan
(2020), tells us he was shot at in 2014 while
going to Karachi: “As Mir was being driven
from Karachi Airport, a gunman stepped onto
theroad. Bullets thudded into the vehicle. Mir
dived onto the back seat. As the car zigzagged
through the Karachi traffic, Mir speed-dialled
his producer. ‘They’re killing me! They're
killing me,” he cried. The car made it to a hos-
pital where Mir was rushed into surgery. He
had been shot six times — in the pelvis, blad-
der, legs, and shoulders.”

There are many “parties” working as “non-
state actors” whomay dislike your reports and
come after you. In the interior of the province
of Sindh, a journalist can be kidnapped and
killed by an offended landlord called “wadero”.
In 2011, Saleem Shahzad, a freelance journal-
ist, was brutally murdered. Instead of its man-
dated six weeks, it took the five-member in-
quiry commission on his death six months, 23
meetings, and 41 depositions to present its
findings. As expected, in its 146-page report,
which was forwarded to Prime Minister
YousafRaza Gillani, the commission said it still
didn’t know who had killed Shahzad.

The writer is consulting editor,
Newsweek Pakistan
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INDO-SOVIET AMITY

SLURRING OVER POSSIBLE divergences on
Afghanistan, India and the Soviet Union to-
day came out with a joint declaration voic-
ing their opposition to all forms of outside
interference in the internal affairs of the
countries in South West Asia. The declara-
tion issued at the end of President Leonid
Brezhnev’s visit to India does not mention
Afghanistan but stresses that a negotiated
political settlement alone can bring peace
to the region. The document stresses on
friendship between the two countries and
suggests areas of cooperation between the
two countries on international affairs in-
cluding making the Indian Ocean a zone of

peace.

POLICE STRIKE

THE CENTRE HAS made available battal-
ions of the BSF to Bihar following the strike
by the state’s police officers against the sus-
pension of those involved in the Bhagalpur
blindings. Union Home Minister Giani Zail
Singh is not happy with the justification of
the blindings by some quarters in the Bihar
government.

BiaHAR HOUSE UPROAR

THE BIHAR ASSEMBLY witnessed a stormy
debate over the blinding of undertrials in
Bhagalpur culminating in a walkout by
Opposition members protesting against
the unsatisfactory response by Chief
Minister Jaganath Mishra. The debate shed

New Delhi

very little light on the ghastly incident.
While Opposition leaders demanded the
resignation of the chief minister, the treas-
ury benches demanded that the suspen-
sion orders against the 16 policemen be re-
voked on the ground the undertrials were
blinded by people in their “rightful indig-
nation” over the heinous crimes of the “un-
dertrials”.

HIDDEN IN JAIL

The city police in Muzaffarpur has uncovered
a godown for stolen goods in the Central Jail
premises. An investigation by the city’s police
showed that some jail staff employed pris-
oners to undertake loot and dacoity and the
booty was then dumped in the jail.
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“A small one-off levy on wealth would be a much fairer way of paying for the

COVID recession.”

—THE GUARDIAN

Socialism for rich farmers

A minuscule minority of farmers is protesting against the farm laws. They don’t want an end
to the system that has benefited them
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BY SURJIT S BHALLA

THERE IS AN old saying — no one ever went
broke under-estimating the intelligence of
the American public. If you think about it fur-
ther, it probably works better with over-esti-
mation. If you think about it more, it fits al-
most all democracies. And if you are patient
enough, and think some more, it fits best if
the word American is switched with the word
Indian. Especially, now with all the “debate”
around the long awaited, long argued, and
vastly overdue farm bills.

Alittle detail on these bills: The old farm
produce laws (the creation of the Agricultural
Produce Marketing Committee (APMC) came
into existence almost 150 years ago to feed
the colonial masters raw cotton for their
Manchester mills. The output of these mills
was then sold to the “natives” for a hefty
profit. The farmer was obligated, required,
forced to sell to the masters in a regulated
market whose regulation was set by, you
guessed it, the colonial masters. It is very likely
that the people blindly supporting the “poor”
farmers (who were recently seen distribut-
ing expensive dry fruit freely to all those com-
ing to their “protest”) are unaware of some
simple facts. By supporting these very (rela-
tively) rich farmers, the protesters are in fact
arguing for the perpetuation of colonial rule.

Some steps further in this historical les-
son. The corrosive monopoly power held by
the APMCs has been recognised by almost all
political parties and farmer unions (for ex-
ample, the Bharat Kisan Union took out a
protest in 2008 arguing for the right of farm-
ers to sell produce to corporates). The
Congress party had these very same laws in
its 2019 election manifesto.

Let us further follow this chain of logic of
the farm protest supporters. In 1991, the gov-
ernment freed industry from its cage and the
results are there for everybody to see, and ap-
plaud (except, of course, the wilfully blind).
GDP growth in India doubled to an average of
6 per centover the next 30 years, from the pre-
vious average of less than 3 per cent.

For reasons best known to the “political”
economists, agriculture was not freed in 1991,
or thereafter — until now. Farmers are forced
tosell their marketable produce only through
a mandi regulated by the government. The
new reformed law allows the farmer to sell
through the APMG, and to sell outside the
APMLC. It is her choice. The government pro-
cures all of its food through APMCs — only
about 6 per cent of the farmers in India sell
through the APMCs to the government. These
6 per cent are all large farmers, primarily resid-
ing in the two states of Punjab and Haryana.
These two states typically account for close to
60 per cent of wheat procurement and close
to a third of rice procurement. The govern-
ment procures from these farmers in order to
re-distribute the food via ration shops to the
bottom two-thirds of the population. But
there are leakages. This leakage was first
openly discussed by former Prime Minister
Rajiv Gandhiin 1985 when he stated that only
15 per cent of the food procured by the gov-
ernment reached the poor.

There are no more than two million farmers
— total — in Punjab and Haryana and less than

5 per cent have holdings above 10 hectares. A
roughbackof the envelope calculation suggests
that the protesting farmers from Punjab and
Haryana total no more than 200,000 — that is
two hundred thousand so there is no confusion
with numbers. The number of all farmers in
India, very small, small and large is 100 million.
Soabout 0.2 per cent of all farmers in India have
“reason” to protest. And what are they protest-
ing for? Likely the licence to remain the richest
farmers in India or the world because in addi-
tion to the exclusive APMClargesse, the income
of these farmers is not taxed. The non-taxation
of agricultural incomes does not benefit the
poor farmer because she does not have enough
income to be taxed.

Be honest — how many of you know alaw
in any of the 195 out of 200 countries in the
world that prohibit an individual from selling
herwares in the market? Count the countless
street vendors in the world, in both develop-
ing and developed markets. Are they prohib-
ited from selling who they want to sell to? Then
why the demand that the APMC be the sole
buyer for all farmers?

All these facts are well known, except to
large elements of the ideologically motivated
domestic and international media. “News” is
making the rounds that the largest demon-
stration in the world has taken place in India
and/or that 250 million workers have partic-
ipated in that. Fake news can only be “influ-
ential” if there is some plausibility in the fak-
eness. What we are being asked to believe is
that the richest 2,00,000 farmers are being
supported by the considerably poorer 100
million farmers and all those who earn con-
siderably less than the rich untaxed farmers!
Remember the opening paragraph?

The political economy of the protestis also
illustrated by the following comment from the
former chief economic adviser to the govern-
ment of India and former chief economist of
the World Bank, Kaushik Basu. He recently
tweeted: “I've now studied India’s new farm
bills & realise they are flawed & will be detri-
mental to farmers. Our agriculture regulation
needs change but the new laws will end up
serving corporate interests more than farm-
ers. Hats off to the sensibility & moral strength
of India’s farmers.”

The sensibility part is understandable —
therichdonotwanttolet their richness go, es-
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For reasons best known to
the “political” economists,
agriculture was not freed in
1991, or thereafter — until
now. Farmers are forced to
sell their marketable produce
only through a mandi
regulated by the government.
The new reformed law allows
the farmer to sell through the
APMC, and to sell outside
the APMC. It is her choice.
The government procures all
of its food through APMCs
— only about 6 per cent of
the farmers in India sell
through the APMCs to the
government. These 6 per cent
are all large farmers,
primarily residing in the two
states of Punjab and
Haryana. These two states
typically account for close to
60 per cent of wheat
procurement and close to a
third of rice procurement.
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pecially if such richness is undeserved. The
moral partis not obvious but maybe some dig-
ging will illustrate. Let us abstract from moral
philosophy and examine what India’s unre-
formed markets have done to the farm
economies of Punjaband Haryana. These two
states were the pioneers of the Green
Revolution. Electricity to these farmers is sub-
sidised (so that they can destroy the water
table), as is their extensive use of fertiliser (so
that they have alicense to over-use and destroy
the environment). But maybe the rich Punjab-
Haryana (PH) farmers have provided agricul-
tural growth at a faster rate and thereby helped
the state, the country, and the poor.

A comparison of growth in output in states
other than Punjab and Haryana indicates a
muchlower growthin these two states. Output
growth for three important crops — rice, wheat
and pulses —and two time-periods — thelast 15
years (2004 to 2018) and the last eight (2011 to
2018)are presented in the table. Neither APMC,
nor subsidies, nor “favouritism” hasresulted in
higher output growth in Punjab-Haryana. No
matter which crop, or which time-period, the
results are a sad reflection on the misguided
policy. For both periods, output growth of wheat
in other states was more than double the
growth achieved in Punjab and Haryana; ditto
the case for pulses (between 2011-2018, pulses
production growthin Punjaband Haryana was
ata-0.4 per cent per annum, compared to 5.7
per cent per annum in 10 other states). Inrice,
the other states do muchbetter than Punjaband
Haryana, but the excess growth is not double
thatof the two states; however, it is nearly dou-
ble for 2004-18 — two per cent for Punjab and
Haryana, and nearly double (3.7 per cent) for
nine other states.

All the above facts have been known, and
discussed, by learned people for decades.
Which is precisely why the intellectual gym-
nastics played by many learned people defend-
ing the farmer protests is so shocking. The “de-
mand” by intellectuals that the farmbill should
have beendiscussed before being passedis well
beyond the bounds of conventional dishonesty.

Bhallais Executive Director IMFrepresenting
India, Sri Lanka, Bangladesh and Bhutan.
Views expressed are those of the author and do
not necessarily represent the views of the IMF,
its Executive Board, or IMF management

A bitter harvest

Farm laws alter bargaining landscape in favour of corporate players

AADIL BOPARAI AND SALMAN KHURSHID

THE THREE RECENTLY enacted farm laws as-
sented to by the President Ram Nath Kovind
onSeptember 27 have led to ashowdown be-
tween the peasantry and the Union govern-
ment. It is an undisputed fact that there was
no consultation undertaken by the central gov-
ernment at the time of promulgating the ordi-
nances, and subsequently, while pushing the
bills through the Parliament despite repeated
demands of the Congress to refer the farm bills
to the standing/select committee for recon-
sideration and necessary consultation with all
stakeholders. Clearly, the present dispensation
believes that its shock-and-awe methods are
to be the main medium of governance.

Notwithstanding the several pro-corpo-
rate and perceived anti-farmer provisions in
the farm laws, the Union government has by-
passed the federal structure by legislating on
subjects that exclusively fall within the do-
main of the state government under the state
list of the Seventh Schedule of the
Constitution. The legality of this will hopefully
be expeditiously decided by the Supreme
Court to halt the central government’s re-
peated encroachment on states’ rights.

The global experience across agricultural
markets demonstrates that corporatisation of
agriculture without a concomitant security
netin the form of anassured payment guaran-
tee to the farmers results in the exploitation of
farmers at the hands of big business. This poses

a significant challenge to small and marginal
farmers who constitute 86 per cent of our agri-
cultural class. The asymmetric negotiating ma-
trix between the famers and corporates will
invariably lead to negation of their rights. The
present laws alter the bargaining landscape in
favour of the corporate players to the detri-
ment of the farmers. The fact that farmers be-
lieve this to be so cannot be shrugged away.
The primary cause for concern is the sys-
tematic dismantling of the APMC mandis
which have stood the test of time and have
provided farmers the remuneration to keep
themselves afloat. The farm laws open the field
to an alternate set of markets/private yards,
where the buyer will have no statutory obli-
gation to pay the minimum support price
(MSP). Since the said markets/private yards
will not be charged any market fee/levy; the
agricultural sector will see the gradual shift-
ing of trade from the APMC mandis to these
private yards. It is necessary to indicate that
the market fee collected by the APMC mandis
isused for development of rural infrastructure,
link roads and storage facilities. The shifting of
trade to avoid payment of any levy/market fee
by private players and the Food Corporation
of India (FCI) will eventually witness the re-
dundancy of the APMC mandis, leaving the
famers at the mercy of the corporate sharks.
The present farms laws expressly exclude
the jurisdiction of the civil court, leaving the

farmers remediless and with noindependent
medium of dispute redressal mechanism. The
farm laws empower the Sub-Divisional
Authority (executive) to adjudicate on dis-
putes between the farmers and traders. This
provision effectively shuts the doors on the
farmer to approach the judicial system for res-
olution of claims and disputes. The increased
bureaucratic control over the adjudication of
disputes between the farmers and corporate
players will open the floodgates for corrup-
tion and rent-seeking.

The Union government has repeatedly as-
serted that the farm laws will usher in an era
ofincreased freedom of choice and enhanced
income for the farmers. This begs the ques-
tion: Ifitis certain that the new farm laws will
increase the income of the farmers, then it
should readily agree to have a floor price that
shall not be less than the MSP and be applica-
ble for all the markets. This will also be a cru-
cial confidence-building measure by the
Narendra Modi administration that will allay
the concerns of the farmers. The govern-
ment’s opposition to this reasonable demand
puts their sincerity to the cause of farmers un-
der serious cloud. Experience shows that a
free market alone does not lead to higher farm
income. The entire edifice of MSP is founded
on the imperfections of the market. Therefore,
the spiel given by the government that free
markets will serve as a panacea for the farm-

ers and their woes is furthest from the truth.

Moreover, the paltry increase in the MSP
over the past few years fails to cover the input
cost. The government must urgently put in
place a robust system to annually re-calculate
the MSP keeping in mind the rising input costs
of diesel, fertilisers, etc to make farming a vi-
able and lucrative vocation. The MSP musten-
sure incentives for agriculturists and not push
them into a debt trap. A statutory regulator in
the field of agriculture akin to regulators in
other fields would fill the gap to address infor-
mation access and market distortions.

Lastly, the recent trend of the incumbent
government to label and discredit genuine,
public protests and agitation as some formof a
vile conspiracy needs to be strongly deprecated.
Dissent is the safety valve in any democracy;
attempts to stifle or muzzle it by using unwar-
ranted labels do a disservice to the cause of
democracy. Instead of engaging with the
protesting farmers, several senior functionaries
of the government resorted to name-calling to
delegitimise a peaceful pan-India farmer
movement. With vents sealed shut, discontent
canbecome debilitating for the polity. The three
legislative nails in the farmer’s aspirations
might lead to a bitter harvest.

Boparai is spokesperson for Indian National
Congress; Khurshid is former minister,
government of India
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Not all countries are in a position to commit to
substantive action on climate change. They should
make pledges that are credible and fair

LAVANYA RAJAMANI

term actions to be demonstrably integrated
into COVID economic recovery plans. For
many there is a mismatch between short-
term actions and long-term commitments.
Further, there is a significant “overshoot”
in terms of GHGs in the short and medium-
term, and areliance on negative emissions
(such as carbon dioxide removal) technolo-
gies to get there in the long-term.

Second, the accountability check — is

THE CLIMATE AMBITION Summit, co-
hosted by the UK, France and the UN, on
the fifth anniversary of the 2015 Paris
Agreement, comes at the end of a har-
rowing year. The world is craving for a re-
turn to normalcy, yet it is “normalcy” that
has brought humanity to the brink.
Greenhouse gases (GHGs) in the atmos-
phere are at record levels, with the global
lockdowns only having resulted in a tem-
porary 4.2-7.5 per cent reduction in
GHGs. Meanwhile, climate impacts,
crowded out by COVID reportage, have
continued unabated, with unprece-
dented wildfires, storms and cyclones
raging through the pandemic.

Five years from Paris, are we inching
closer to stabilising the climate? While all
states have submitted their national con-
tributions to mitigate and adapt to climate
change, these contributions are radically
insufficient to reach the “well below 2 de-
grees Celsius” limit and are even further
from the “1.5 degrees Celsius” tempera-
ture limit identified in the Paris
Agreement.

This initial shortfall was expected —
the logic of the Paris Agreement relied on
iterative scaling up of national targets over
time to bridge the gap. The first of these
moments for scaling up is 2020. Although
151 states have indicated that they will
submit stronger targets before December
31, only 13 of them, covering 2.4 per cent
of global emissions, have submitted such
targets. Many are expected to submit their
updated contributions or make other
pledges at the Climate Ambition Summit.
While states have been slow to update
their national contributions for 2025-
2030, several have announced “net zero”
targets in the recent past. All G-7 states
(except the US)and 11 G20 members have
mid-century (2050 or 2060) net zero tar-
gets (carbon dioxide or other GHGs).
These include Argentina, Mexico, UK,
Japan, Canada, Germany, France, the
Republic of Korea, Italy, China, and the EU.
The Joe Biden administration is also ex-
pected to join this group.

While this is a heartening trend, net
zero targets need to be subject to credibil-
ity, accountability and fairness checks be-
fore being applauded. First, the credibility
check — are these long-term net zero goals
aligned with short-term actions, policies
and measures? Itis crucial for updated na-
tional contributions to reflect targets and
actions in 2030 that will take these states to
their 2050 or 2060 net zero target. The IPCC
1.5 degrees Celsius Report indicated that to
stay within a reasonable chance of achiev-
ing 1.5 degrees Celsius, global carbon diox-
ide emissions have to fall by 45 per cent
from the 2010 levels by 2030. Current na-
tional contributions are not on track for
such a fall. It is also important for short-

there accountability for the long-term net
zero goals and short-term national contri-
butions? Many net zero goals have not yet
been embedded in national contributions
and long-term strategies under the Paris
Agreement. In any case, accountability un-
der the Paris Agreement is limited. States
are not obliged to achieve their self-se-
lected targets. There is no mechanism to
review the adequacy of individual contri-
butions. States are only asked to provide
justifications for the fairness and ambition
of their targets. The most commonly used
metric by states (110 of them) is that their
emissions are a “small share of global emis-
sions”. Needless to say, this does not work
for a collective action problem. The trans-
parency framework does not contain a ro-
bust review function, and the compliance
committee is facilitative and limited to en-
suring compliance with a short list of bind-
ing procedural obligations. Accountability,
therefore, has thus far been generated by
non-state actors outside the UN regime
rather than in the regime.

Third, the fairness check — are the
spreads of goals and commitments across
states fair and equitable? Is every state do-
ing its fair share? The issue of equity and
fairness, side-stepped in the Paris
Agreement, is emerging in climate litiga-
tion before national and regional courts.
In the landmark Urgenda case (2019), the
Dutch Supreme court considered “fair
shares” when identifying benchmarks
against which the Netherland’s national
effort could be judged in the context of a
collective action problem. “Fair shares” are
also an issue in the ongoing case filed by
six Portuguese youngsters, including two
children, in the European Court of Human
Rights against 33 European states for in-
adequate climate action. Issues of fairness
and justice, both between and within gen-
erations, are “unavoidable”. Are net zero
targets, and pathways to net zero, fair?
How much are states doing in compari-
son to others and relative to how much
they should? How much are they doing
now, and how much are they leaving for
the “regeneration”?

Net zero pledges need to be credible,
accountable and fair to get us to a stable
climate. Not all states will be in a position
to pledge net zero targets, nor should they
be expected to. All states, including India,
can, however, pledge actions that are
credible, accountable and fair. Credible
short-term commitments, with a clear
pathway to medium-term decarbonisa-
tion, that take into account the multiple
challenges states face, such as on air pol-
lution, and development, might well be
the more defensible choice for some.

The writer is professor of international
environmental law, Oxford University
and visiting professor,

Centre for Policy Research

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

CRUEL WORDS

THISREFERSTO the article, 'Reform, the
Indian way' (IE, December 11). The au-
thor appears to have used the word
"consultation" in the Orwellian sense of
the word. The acquiescence of the farm-
ers would have been fait accompli had
there been an iota of consultation.
Moreover, arguing for the democratisa-
tion of the “opportunity structure” in a
market with no opportunity is a cruel
play on words.

Noel Therattil, Delhi

COMPROMISE NEEDED

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, 'Don’t
close the door’ (IE, December 11). The
leaders representing the farming com-
munity must not adopt an “either my
way or the highway” approach. With the
government bending backwards now,a
way to end the protests can be reached,
provided the farmers abandon their
stubbornness. Their apprehensions re-
garding the agricultural reform laws are
being addressed. Prudence demands
that the farmers adopt a give and take
approach to break the impasse.
Kamna Chhabra, Gurgaon

BROADER REFORMS

THIS REFERS to the article, 'The cruelty
cameracan'tsee'( [E, December 11). The
recent directions given by the Supreme
Court making installation of CCTVs
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mandatory in police stations deserve
applause. However, the groundwork
that remains to be done for the preven-
tion of custodial deaths, cruelty and tor-
ture meted out to the victims in the se-
cret and dark corners of prisons cannot
be ignored. Other issues such as tam-
pering of CCTV footages, monitoring of
cameras by police authorities, non-
availability of CCTVs at every spot where
torture takes place and many other con-
cerns require broader reforms. Only ef-
fective implementation and speedy
remedies can prevent human rights vi-
olations occurring in the form of police
brutality and torture.

Sarachana, Delhi

New Delhi



SALUTE THE SOLDIER

Martyr of CISF on 12th December
CISF proudly remembers the supreme
sacrifice of this brave-heart. On this day,
he laid down his life at the altar of duty.
His courage and bravery would remain
an abiding source of inspiration for the
force. The force will remain eternally
indebted to him for his noblest deed.

SI/Exe V. R TIWARI
DSP DURGAPUR
12-12-1983

NORTHERN RAILWAY

Open Tender Notice (E-Tender)
Sr. Divisional Engineer-I/Northern Railway, New Delhi for and on behalf of President
of India invites e-tender on the prescribed form for the under noted work.

Name of Work with Annual zone for maintenance & repair of Bridge including
location, cost of desilting of riverbed under Br. No. 225 in the jurisdiction of
work and SEE/W/KUN & SSE/W/KKDE under ADEN/KUN.

Approx. Cost: 49,99,965.48/-

Earnest Money: Rs. 84,500/-

Completion Period: 12 Months

Earnest Money should be in the form of net banking or
payment gateway only.

Note : FDR or Demand Draft will not be accepted as
EMD for tender invited on IREPS as per Railway
Boards letter No. 2015/CE-I/CT/5/1 dated 31.08.2016.

Upto 15.00 hrs on 05.01.2021 opening of
e-tender at 15.00 hrs on 05.01.2021.
Above tender available on IREPS
sitei.e. www.ireps.gov.in

Earnest money

Date and time of submission

of tender and opening of tender
Website particulars, published-tender,
notice location etc complete details of tender
can be seen and web site where the tender
form can be downloaded

XPRESS NETWORK
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CENTRE FOR CONVERGING TECHNOLOGIES

£

UNIVERSITY OF RAJASTHAN, JAIPUR

ary REENVISION TECH EDUCATION
CCT will empower graduates with more than just a f
- deep understanding of science and technolo

Focus on self & leadership for creating impact to nurture critical thinkers

Experiential & blended learning

Our B.Tech-M.Tech degrees intended to create ethical leaders who will

leverage technology to impact organizations and society by developing the

necessary technical depth with the cross-disciplinary knowledge
Admission Notice 2020-21

On-line applications are invited for admission in the following courses:

(a) FiveyearIntegrated Dual Degree B.Tech.- M.Tech. Course for XII Pass
students (Maths and Bio streams are eligible to apply). Admission will be
based on Merit of Board Examination scores / JEE (Main)/NEET.

(b) TwoyearM. Tech. Course forB.E./B. Tech./M.Sc. pass students.

Above courses are available in four streams of converging technologies,
namely:

(i) Nanotechnology (ii) Biotechnology & Bioinformatics

(iii)  Information & Communication Technology (iv) Cognitive & Neuroscience

Admission will be based on merit. Minimum Eligibility for above courses: 55%

in the qualifying examination.

Last Date for Online Applications: December20, 2020

Online Application Fee: Rs. 500/-

How to Apply: Online application form link and other details of courses are

available on our website http://www.uniraj.ac.in/cct and

http://earxiv.uniraj.ac.in/cct

Note: All attachments must be self attested by the tenderers and the affidavit
should be submitted in the new format attached with tender conditions as per
Annexure-XXlllis compulsorily.
No.: 128-W/280/Tender Notice/20-21/W-I(NIT-16) Dated: 10.12.2020

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

2768/20

ETHEAR — BT < ST WA
CSIR - CENTRAL LEATHER RESEARCH INSTITUTE
(A T S srdET

AR, 37, Adyar, Chennai - 600 020, Tamil Nadu

g Telephone : 91 - 44 - 24437162, 24437193, 24437420. §—a Email :spo@clri.res.in
9th December, 2020

No. 2(312)/2013/Pur

NOTICE FOR INVITING TENDER

Make in India, Order No. P-45021/2/2017-PP (BE-II) dt 16th September, 2020.
The tender should be submitted in the Tender Box kept in Security at Main gate.

9Reg Council of Scientific & Industrial Research)

CSIR-CLRI has advertised the following rate contract tender on www.clri.org and published on
www.epublish.org . The tender is only open for local suppliers as per Public procurement Preference to

Online Interaction sessions with students and their parents will be organized
on 2", 9"&16" Dec, 2020 from 03:00 PM onwards through Google meet.
Director, CCT

-
RICO
E-TENDER MOTICE
RIICO invites tenders/bids costing more than Rs. 200 lacs through
eproc.rajasthan.gov.in from registered, reputed and experienced
contractors for under mentioned works. As such, this is to inform all the
prospective bidders/contractors registered in appropriate class in any
department or public undertaking of any state in India/GOlI, that they may
download & submit online tenders/bids for following works:

DEMAND: STOP NON-TRIBALS FROM CONTESTING

Mob torches govt
offices in Arunachal’s
Vijaynagar over
panchayat elections

Sr. Name of Work Estimated
No. Cost(Rs.
inLacs)
1. | Sr.Regional Manager, Jaipur (North)
1.1 | Procurement of Fire Tenders at RIICO Unit office Jaipur (North)
VKIA Jaipur. UBN—RD02021WITOBO101(? . 1325.00 ABHISHEK SAHA
1.2 | Developmentworks at Industrial Area vishwakarma, Jaipur
UBN-RDC2021WLOB01014 764.91 GUWAHATI, DECEMBERTT
2. | Sr.Regional Manager, Boranada . .
- - - VIOLENCE BROKE out Friday in
2.1 |Upgradation of water supply lines atind area Boranada Ph-IV y e
UBN-RDC2021WSOB01031 341.76 Arunachal Pradesh’s Vuaynagar,
2.2 |Upgradation of infrasstructure at industrial area jaisalmer ,the remote easternmost mha.b .
UBN-RDC2021WLOB01033 248.02 ited area of the country, over is-
3. | Sr.Regional Manager, Jodhpur suance of r.1ghts to retired
3.1 | Constrution of Govt. girls college building at Tinwari - Mathania Cforkha soldiers settled there
Jodhpur UBN-RDC2021WLOB01028 677.00 since 1960s to contest the pan-

Tel. No. 0141-2700370 Email:cct.uniraj@gmail.com
Converging Technologies in Synergy with emerging areas of Millennium

Dahod SmRd City Dnl.na

Udyog Bhawan, Tilak Marg, Jaipur- 302 005,
Phone : 0141-2227751, 4593201 Fax : 0141-4593210
E - Mail : riico@riico.co.in Website : www.riico.co.in

Raj.Samwad/C/20/7638

Inatallation, Teating IE-I'ITH Oporatlon & Maintonance of Instrumantation & Srmeart Watar

BECADA Syatarm far Eximling Filiradion Plant, Bolk Water Supply & Distributicn Mobwork for
Dahod Smart Clty Dovalopmant Limited.” Tander 1D 438330

LOPMMEMNT LIMITED
-wtl (DSCOLY ifmviles gnling E-Tenders " Design, Supply,

| Estimated Cast |In He | As. 7.7 Crf-
FMD [in Rs,) As.3500,00/
| Terder Fee [in Hs | - R<. 1B, D0y-
Lazl Bate for prline Subimission of Tender Dooument GatefTime OEO1 3031 upbo 17.00 His

SI- | Tender Ref No. Description of items Pre-Bid conference

No. date and time

’ 9(37)/2020/Pur/ Rate contract for laboratory chemicals | 15th December,2020, 11.00 a.m
©[T-76 including biochemical and fine biochemical Venue - Heritage hall

2 10(17)/2020/Pur/| Rate contract for Plasticware, Filtration
177 Products and Other Lab Consumables 18th December,2020, 11.00 a.m

Venue — Heritage hall
3. }_09(;8)/ 2020/Pur/ Rate contract for Glassware

Fiasan Chaieal. This Tenfer ratic

STORES & PURCHASE OFFICER

GEREEAL IMSTRUCTIONG: |1] The tender document for ARt work can be downloaded from website
woanw, nprocane,.com, |11 Other Detads of MIT shall be seen on wehsite. {3) Cooy o Technical Bid including
all drawings, data sfeets and duly fillsd up formats excluding the Financal Bid along with orgnel Tender
Foid geud Hid Secunty ke be wubmitied ta the Chief Teecutive Cifcer (QSCDL], Boom Mo
Sadan, Chhapn, Dakod 389151, by RPADY specd podt anly am ar belone Date: 1600172021 up ta 1700 Hry,
Chief Cxecutive Officer, DECOL reserves the ight 10 2Coept of reject any of 38 terders withaut assigning armg
hall ftarn a part of contract dooument
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chayat elections.

Changlang DC Devansh
Yadav told The Indian Express
that government buildings in
Vijaynagar were ransacked and
vandalised. “The Extra Assistant
Commissioner's (EAC) office and
a post-office were set on fire. The
mob was around 500-odd
strong,” he said. Local reports
said the mob was armed with
daggers and sticks.

Yadav said investigations
were on to identify those who
indulged in the violence through
audio and video clippings.

In the 1960s, the families of
over 200 retired Assam Rifles per-
sonnel from the Gorkha commu-
nity were settled in Vijaynagar by
the Centre. The Gorkhas and in-
digenous people belonging to the
Yobin tribe comprise the major-

ity of residents here.

According to officials, the
Friday's violence stemmed from
a persistent demand to prohibit
participation of non-tribal and
non-indigenous people in the
panchayat and municipal elec-
tions. Following the protests, the
State Election Commission de-
ferred the polls in Vijaynagar,
scheduled to be held on
December 22 across the state.

The government order men-
tioned that student organisa-
tions had deputed their mem-
bers to “prevent filing of
nomination by any non-tribal”.

Yusihay Yobin, joint secretary
of the Yobin Welfare Society, the
apex body of the community,
told The Indian Express that the
Yobin Students’ Union was in-
strumental in Friday’s protest.

“The underlying cause of the
protest was that despite continu-
ous demand by the Students’
Union and other pressure groups
that non-tribals and non-indige-
nous people should not be al-
lowed to participate in panchayat
elections, no specific step has
been taken by the government -
there has been an assurance but
nothing concrete,” Yobin said.

(For & on behalf of Council of Scientific & Industrial Research)

Suvendu urges CBI
to probe Saradha
accused’s allegations
against him

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA,DECEMBERT11

REBEL TMC leader and former West Bengal transport
minister Suvendu Adhikari has written to the CBI, ask-
ing the agency to conduct a detailed inquiry into
Saradha chit fund case accused Sudipta Sen'’s allega-
tions against him.

Sen, who was arrested by the police in connection
with the case in 2013, wrote to the CBI on December 1,
accusing Adhikari of taking Rs 6 crore
from him. The businessman also ac-
cused other leaders such as Mukul Roy
(BJP), Sujan Chakraborty (CPM), Biman
Bose (CPM) and Adhir Ranjan
Chowdhury (Congress) of accepting
money from him, suggesting that pro-
ceeds from the scam went to these
leaders. In the letter, Sen said he was
pained to see those who took the
money were “now joining the BJP”,
and asked the CBI to investigate the matter.

Questioning the timing of the letter, and dismissing
the allegations, Adhikari wrote on Thursday, “Needless
to state that apart from politicians from the Opposition
parties in West Bengal, | have been also named in such
purported letter that was purportedly written ata time
whenIjust resigned from the cabinet... It is relevant to
state that Iresigned from the Cabinet on 27.11.2020 and
the said letter purportedly written on 01.12.2020.”

He added, “As your good office is investigating this
widespread scam meticulously, it is humbly requested
thatyour good office may also kindly take into consid-
eration such a letter purportedly written by the said
Sudipta Sen and immediately look into every aspect of
the letter, including backdrop and the prevailing cir-
cumstances at the time of writing thereof.”

Kim Ki-duk demise
causes ripples of
anguish in Kerala

I VISHNU VARMA
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Suvendu
Adhikari

THE DEATH of South Korean filmmaker Kim Ki-duk on
Friday caused ripples of anguish in Kerala where he
has a huge fan base, especially among youngsters.

According to reports, the 59-year-old filmmaker
died of Covid-19 complications in Latvian capital of
Riga where he was scouting for a home.

Every year, the International Film Festival of Kerala
(IFKK) would witness long queues of movie buffs for
the screenings of Kim Ki-duk’s films. The filmmaker
visited Thiruvananthapuram in 2013 to be chief guest
at the film festival’s closing ceremony.

“Kerala is a beautiful place...I was out for a walk in
the morning and being a first-timer, | was overwhelmed
by the response of the people. People were waving at
me from buses and cars,” he had told a reporter then.

Actor-director Madhupal, a former member of the
Kerala State Chalachitra Academy which organises IFFK,
recalled interacting with the filmmaker about cinema
when he visited Thiruvananthapuram. “He didn’t know
English so we spoke through a translator. The first time [
saw himwas on the street when he had stepped out of his
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an emotional, philosophical plane, the kind of which
we have not explored before, is not easy. For me, that
was the aspect of his films that attracted me,” said Jose.
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Online registration mandatory to Two held for ‘attacking’ journalist
organise weddings in Gujarat

save a PDFfile. If asked by any police or ad-
ministrative official, the registration slip can
be shown by the applicant (sic).”

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
AHMEDABAD, DECEMBERT1

THE GUJARAT government has started com-
pulsory online registration for marriage func-
tions across the state in view of the pandemic.

Anotification issued Friday by KK Nirala,
additional secretary (law and order), home
departmentread: “The state government has
decided toinitiate online registration for up-

coming marriages in the state in the view of

the ongoing pandemic... The National
Informatics Centre has come up with a soft-
ware on the government website www.dig-
italgujarat.gov.inwherein people can apply
online for upcoming marriage ceremonies
and cantakea print of the registration slip or

Debbarma NORTHERN RAILWAY
oy TENDER NOTICE
tests pOSlthC Invitation of Tender through E- Tendering (E-Procurement System)
P , NIT No. 31-2020-21-W-V
Agartala' .Tnpura S 1 |Name of Work Provision of C&W examination infrastructure facilities
ersrtwhile royal required at Farukh Nagar for the examination of
scion Pradyot Kis- BCACBM (Automobile Loading) Rakes under
; _ ADEN/DEE. Similar nature of work: Any civil work
ll;lgl’e Manlk¥a,dDe other than track work.
drMAONFTIAAY | 15 Aporox Costofwork | Rs. 6673412.98
tested posmve for 3 |Earnest Money (It should be in the form of net banking or payment
COVID-19 here gateway only. Note:- FDR will not be accepted as
and was isolated. EMD for tender invited on IREPS as per Railway Boards
d th letter no. 201025//CE-I/CT/5/1 dated 31.08.2016)
He posted that Rs. 133500.00
that (EIOCtOI‘S advi- 4 |Completion period 4 Months
sed him to take ex- of the work
tra caution since 5 Datt)e & Time f?r | Up1to5 2)%?]0 hrs t())r;3 %?22)221021 Opening of tender
submission of tender at 15: rs on 08.01.

he hag an undec?_ and opening of tender
y_lng eart condi- 6 |Website particulars Above tender available on IREPS site i.e. 3
tion. He asked tho- notice board location | www.ireps.gov.in
se who came in complete details of tender

tact with hi can be seen and address
contact wi m of the office from where
recently to take the tender form can be
precautions. ENS purchased etc.

pulsory to get online registration for upcom-
ing marriages in Gujarat... We took the deci-
sionafter considering theissues faced by the
applicants in the past. Under this system, the
applicant will get the slip within two min-

utes of submitting their application... there is
noneed to get permission from local police.”

number of guests at a wedding should not
be more than 50 per cent of the capacity of
the venue, and not exceed 100. Ahmedabad
police has prohibited marriage functions dur-
ing curfew hours. Similar guidelines have
beenissued in Vadodara, Rajkot and Surat.

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW, DECEMBERT1

Kanpur Additional SP (West) Anil
Kumar said, “A case has been lodged un-
der IPC sections 147 (rioting), 323 (vol-

Nirala told The Indian Express: “It is com-

As per a state government advisory, the

TWO MEN were arrested for allegedly
attacking a journalist when he tried to
pacify two clashing groups under the
Kalyanpur police station limits in Kanpur
Nagar on Thursday night.
journalist, Ashwini Nigam, works for R9
TV channel.

Nigam was attacked with a rod and
suffered injuries on his head, said the po-
lice. He was being treated at a hospital
and was stable, they said.

The been

untarily causing hurt), 504 (intentional
insult with intent to provoke breach of
the peace) and 506 (criminal intimida-
tion), and section 7 of the Criminal Law
Amendment Act. Three persons have

two have been arrested. Strict action
will follow.”
The arrested accused have been

Fresh anti-CAA

protests in Assam

Guwahati: Fresh protest against
the Citizenship Amendment Act
was launched by 18 organisations
in Assam on Friday, demanding
repeal of the law and release of
KMSS leader Akhil Gogoi, who
was taken into custody during the
protests last year. Rallies were
taken out across the state by the
organisations, including Krishak
Mukti Sangram Samiti. PTI

135131
Recruitment Motice - Advt, Mo, NID-HDE0 08 D4, 10122000

RECRUITMENT OF TEACHING AND HOMN - TEACHEING POSITIONS
The Mationat irelilule of Design, Harvana (Kundkshalra), an inalitule of
Hational Importance invibes applications from eligible and compatent
candidates for filing up various Toaching and Mon=Teaching postions
on RegularDaputation ¢ Cormctual hasis,

Foor Tuneer details plepse vist www.nidh.acin Lasl date for necaipl of

named in the FIR, of whom,

identified as Akhilesh Soni and Biresh
Soni and were presented before the
magistrate on Friday.

applicalion s DE0E 2021,

@

of ADB.

No. 128-W/280/0OET/2020-21/W-V/NIT-31 Dated : 10.12.2020
SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

2767/20

TAMIL NADU SLUM CLEARANCE BOARD

Office of the Superintending Engineer, Project Monitoring Unit
Inclusive, Resilient and Sustainable Housing for Urban Poor Project in Tamil Nadu
No.5, Kamarajar Salai, Chennai 600 005, Tamil Nadu. Tel No.: +91-44-29862122

Email: tnschprocurement@gmail.com; web site: www.tnsch.org

Invitation for Bids No: IRSHUP/NCB/02

DIPR/1219/DISPLAY/2020

ADB Project No. and Title: P53067-004-IND, Inclusive, Resilient and Sustainable
Housing for Urban Poor (IRSHUP) Project in Tamil Nadu.

Contract Package Number & Name: IRSHUP/RED/02, Construction of 876 Nos of
housing units adopting Type Design No. 03/2020 Type - B, C & D (G+3) with
associated infrastructure works at Reddiarpatti (Phase-Il) in S.No.
Reddiarpatti Village, Palayamkottai Taluk, Tirunelveli District in Tamil Nadu.

The Superintending Engineer, Project Monitoring Unit, on behalf of Tamil Nadu Slum
Clearance Board (“the Employer”) invites bids from eligible bidders for the contract
package named above. Bids are invited under Open Competitive Bidding (OCB) -
National procedure of ADB which is open to all bidders from eligible source countries

1. Detailed Notice of Invitation for Bids (IFB) and the Bid document for above
package would be available at www.tenders.tn.gov.in and www.tnscb.org
starting from 11.12.2020. Deadline for bid submission is 16:00 hours on
12.01.2021. Allrequired information's are provided in the bid document.

2. Online & Offline Pre-bid Meeting will be held at 14:00 hours on 29.12.2020.

All the prospective bidders are advised to participate in the Pre-bid meeting.

. Any addendum, clarification to the bidder's queries and corrigendum etc. will be

published on the www.tnscb.org web site and will not be published in
Newspapers.

4. Bidders may contact Superintending Engineer, Project Monitoring Unit, TNSCB

for any other information on bidding process.

Superintending Engineer, Project Monitoring Unit,
IRSHUP, TNSCB, Chennai — 600005

Train No. & Name

CHIEF ADMIKISTRATIVE OFFICER

IMPORTANT NOTICE

This is notified for the information of rail passengers that Railways
have decided to extend the periodicity of the run of following
Festival Special trains as under:-

| Already Notified Upto | Extended Upto

03019 Howrah-Luckow-Kathgodam Special 31.12.2020 31.01.2021
03020 Kathgodam-Luckow-Howrah Special 02.01.2021 02.02.2021
02323 Howrah-Delhi Jn.-Barmer Special 25.12.2020 29.01.2021
19417, 02324 Barmer-Delhi Jn.--Howrah Special 30.12.2020 03.02.2021
02331 Howrah-dJammu Tawi Special 29.12.2020 30.01.2021
02332 Jammu Tawi-Howrah Special 31.12.2020 01.02.2021

Note: All norms of the State and Central Government regarding COVID-19 including Social

distancing, sanitization etc., may he flloowed in the trains and at the Railway stations.

All other precautions associated with COVID-19 should also be ensured.

For any kind of information such as detailed Time-Table of stations enroute etc.,

passengers are requested to contact Railway Enquiry No. 139 or visit
Indian Railways website https://enquiry.indianrail.gov.in

Security
Helpline

No.
182

Integrated

NORTHERN RAILWAY

Helpline

No.
139

Your Convenience - Our Concern

Visit us at : nr.indianrailways.gov.in

Please join us on ang

07 Mr. Sunil Kumar Chaudhary S/o Equitable mortgage of all that part and parcel of the land/| 317,40,000/- %13,83,658/-
- éEB . Phulwari- |Shivbali Chaudhary, R/o- Adarsh building along with present/future construction thereon (Rupees (Rupees Thirteen
~ Indlan Bank sharif |Nagar, Road No.01, Phulwari Sharif, |in the name of Sri Sunil Kumar Chaudhary S/o Shiv| Seventeen lakhs |Lakhs Eighty Three
District- Patna, Bihar-801505 Bali Chaudhary, area measuring 641-Sq.Ft, Sale Deed| forty thousand |[Thousand Six
Smt. Aarti Kumari W/o Sunil Kumar |No.11636 dated 14.12.2002, Book No.01, Volume No.430, only). Hundred Fifty Eight
“ W ALLAHABAD Chaudhary R/o —Adarsh Nagar, Page No0.297-318, Comprising Khata No.1018/118,[  1,74,000/- Only) and interest
Road No.01, Phulwari Sharif, Patna, |Khesra Survey Plot No.426(P), Thana No.35, Tauji| (Rupees One |.cost & Charges
Zonal office, Budh marg, Patna, Bihar-800001, E mail: zopatna@indianbank.co.in, PH:0612-2508237 glhg, 8?1?105- Chaudhary Slo R §0-5272, glr:u?ted‘ aé—_ t'\/!atuzab PthU'WBa,L" Mahda'l-) Pa‘éU'g lakh seventy four therf&rn]szozomw
ri Gupteshwar Chaudha 0 Ram |Pargana- Phulwari, District — Patna, Bihar and bounde
E-Auction Sale Notice for Sale of immovable assets under the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of prasa(g)Chaudhary R/o- Argarsh as Snder(As per Deed): North — 8-Feet Rasta, South — thOEIJSOaOnOéOOOnIy) Not Known
Security Interest Act, 2002 read with proviso to Rule 8 (6) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002. Nagar Colony, Road No.01, Phulwari |Survey Plot No.408(P), East-Sri Shivji Sah, West —Sri ’
Notice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the Borrower(s) and Guarantor(s) that the below described immovable property Sharif, District- Patna, Bihar, Rajendra Prasad.
mortgaged/charged to the Secured Creditor, the Symbolic possession of which has been taken by the Authorised Officer of Indian Bank, Secured 801505 Also at Constable Employee
Creditor, will be sold on "As is where is”, “As is what is" and "Whatever there is" on 28.12.2020, due to the Indian Bank, Secured Creditor, from the No.00013657, Home (DGP Office),
undernoted borrowers/Guarantors. The specific details of the property intended to be brought to sale through e-auction mode are enumerated below. 5 Patna, Bihar, 800015 29510007 3 =
- Py M/S BHOLA BRICKS COMPANY  |All That part and parcel of the land & Building situated| 39,61, - 325,85,676/-
BSI Noh A"ldadT:sgf;?ggﬁgsvic}éugfamn?ofs Resg;va:;nce gﬁf_l;rg::i':d'ézzi Kurtha |(Prop: Shri Santosh Kumar), Kurtha, |at Mauza-Mosimpur, Pargana-Bhimpur, P.S- Fatuha,| (Rupees Thirty |(Rupees Twenty
ranc 9 Fulwariya, P.O- Fatuha, Dist- Patna, |P.S No-15, Tauzi No-2105, Khata no-10, Khesra No-74| nine lakhs sixty |five lakhs eighty five
Details of Inmovable Properties Earnest Money Property ID Bihar -803201, admeasuring 12 Decimals Sub & sadar Regisry- Patna| one thousand [thousand six hundred
__Deposit Encumbrance on Shri Santosh Kumar S/o Sh purchased Vide Sale Deed No-4684 dt 17.08.1981 only) seventy six only) as
Bid Incremental Property Ramashray Singh, standing in the name of Kamleshwari Devi. Boundary as|  %3,96,100/- |on 29.07.2019 and
amt Smt Kameshwari Devi W/o Sri per Deed: North-Buyer & Munshi Chaiee, South- Late| (Rupees Three intt., Cosﬁ & Charges
01 M/S KASHYAP FOOD & ALLIED In the name of Mr. Rajshekhar S/o Mr. Vishnu Swarup| 336,36,000/- %63,18,513/- Ramashray Singh, Bhonu Singh, East:Sri Jagat Singh, West: Khiru Chaiee/| lakhs ninety six |thereon till the date of
Sultanganj|INDUSTRIES Gupta, area measuring 12-Kadi i.e. 1.32 Decimal, Sale| (Rupees Thirty [(Rupees Sixty Shri Ramashray Singh S/o Late Banke Chai & Ors. thousand one |realization

1.Shri Rajshekhar S/o Shri Vishnu  |Deed No.1086 dated 23.03.2006, bearing Book No.1,| Six Lakhs thirty |three lakh eighteen Shivam Singh, hundred only) 1D1B20202108

Swaroop Gupta Volume No.62, Page No.117-135, Circle No.81, Holding| Six thousand |thousand five All R/O Vill- Mosimpur, P.O+ P.S- 1,000.00 Not Known

2. Smt Suman Shekhar W/o Shri No0.40/80(0), 23/44(N), Ward No.17/23/42, Sheet No.167, only) hundred thirteen only) Khusrupur, Patna-803202

Rajshekhar M. Plot No.1796(P), Situated at-Gaighat, Uttri Gali, PO-| %3,63,600/- |as on 23.11.2018 09  |M/s. NIHARIKA TEXTILES ALL THAT part and parcel of the land and building In the| 226,52,000/- 321,07,561/-

EllgmGal Gr;aé l\g)r}h Iane,hP.%-_ . [Guizarbagh, PS-Alamganj, District Patna, Bihar, boundedf. (Rupees Three ar;]d |nte;est, cost & Kankar- |(Prop- Shri Sanjay Pandey S/o Shri [name of Mrs Jayanti Devi w/o Mr. Sanjay Pandey situated| (Rupees Twenty |(Rupees Twenty

ganj, P.O- Gulzarbagh, District- |as under (as per deed): North-Vendee Mr. Rajshekhar| lakhs Sixty three [Charges thereon bagh-2 [Surendra Nath Pandey), At Zero Mile |at Mohalla-Nagla, P.S.-Malsalami District-Patna Circle no| six lacs fifty two [One Lakhs Seven

Patna, Bihar-800007 thereafter Awadhesh Singh, South-Shri Gandheshwar|  thousand Six 1DIB20202101 Main Road, Sahara Colony, Agam  |222, holding no 92D, Ward no 36(New)/31(QOld), Present| thousand only) |thousand Five
Prasad, East-Shri Gandheshwar Prasad, West-Gali| hundred only) Not Known Kuan, Patna City-800008, BIHAR  |Ward no 55, Sheet no 275, Survey Plot no. 1427(Part),[ z2,65,200/- |Hundred Sixty
Corporation. 1,000.00 Shri Sanjay Pandey S/o Sh. Land area 9 dhur & 1% dhurki, SRO Patna City, which| (Rupees Two |One only) as on

02  |MEENA DEVI & KAMAL KUMAR _ |All that part and parcel of land & building situated at| 15,10,000/- 313,32,019/- Surendra Nath Pandey, comes under area of PRDA and Patna Municipal| lakhs sixty five |19.10.2019 with
Kankar- |1. Smt. Meena Devi W/o Shri Tulsi |Mauza-Kurthol, Survey Plot No.629 (Part), Tauzi No.5184,| (Rupees Fifteen |(Rupees  Thirteen Smt. Jayanti Devi @ Jayvanti Corporation. - Boundary ~(as per deed): North-Gali| thousand two f”ﬁher '”r‘]erest costs,
bagh-2 |Prasad Khata No.50, Thana No.110, PS-Phulwarisharif, District- lakhs Ten Lakhs Thity two Pandey W/o Shri Samay Pandey (Corporation), Soluth-Gah (Corporation), East-Gali, West-| hundred only) other ¢l argesh and

2.Shri Kamal Kumar S/o Shri Tulsi  |Patna admeasuring 591 sq.ft (1.3569 Decimal), Sale| thousand only) [thousand and both resident of Badi nagla, Bhubneshwar Rai. Sale Deed No.1021 dt: 15.03.2004. 1,000.00 ?xpensz%sm 261%"6?.“
Prasad, Deed No. 28674 dated 03.12.2010, standing in the name|[ z1,51,000/- |nineteen only) as Malsalami, Patna City, Near FOT ton of b k’l
Regd. Address: C/o Shri Ram Briksh |of Smt. Meena Devi W/o Mr. Tulsi Prasad, Book No.01,| (Rupees One [on 06.03.2019  and Hilsa Mill, P.O- Madhav Mills, (rfa ization of bank's
Prasad, Professor Colony, Gali Volume-466, Pg 203-210 registered with SRO Patna.| |akh Fifty one |interest, cost & Patna-800008, BIHAR ues
no-18, Munna Chak, P.O.-Lohia Boundary (As per Deed): North-Smt. Rita Devi, South-| thousand only) |Charges thereon 1DIB20202110
Nagar, P.S.Patrakar nagar, Distt.- Present Purchaser, East-Mr. Banarsi Rai, West-7"% ft wide 1,000.00 1DIB20202102 Not Known
Patna-800020 Road. Not Known 10 M/S. UPHAR READYMADE All that part and parcel of Land & building in the name| %39,21,000/- 332,29,721/-
— - - n Kankar- |GARMENTS of Shri Uma Shankar S/O Late Ragunath Singh situated| (Rupees Thirty [(Rupees Thirty two
Pgt:;a T{\;lsd.ssag(;?;i:ootwear gll.leg;tt/ﬁiSr:ngoﬁstrr%ilﬁgatr:ﬁegg:]:a?g ?#ll?hlggjgilgpgn;/vnlqtz (;t:,’;:éoggrlty (Rup25e7s'07Y429/ Fifty bagh-2 |(Pro- Shri Uma Shankar). at Mohalla- Vachaspati Nagar, Mauza- Sandalpur, P.S-| nine lacs twenty [lacs twenty  nine
City-2  |2:Md.Qumar Rizvi of Md. Saglain, Md. Qumar Rizvi & Md. Samar Rizvi all are four Lakhs Seven Lakhs seven Regd Add: Vachaspatinagar, I\_/Iauza- Sultanganj, Distt- Patna 'Wlth details: Sale deed no. 3538| one thousand [thousand seven
Yy 3.Md. Samar Rizvi Slo Md. Badsﬁah, area admeasuring 12 Dhur, Sale Deed Fourteen Thousand Four San_dalpur, Kumbhrar, Patna, Bihar. dated 14.02.2012, Tauzi No. 283, Book no. 1, Vol- 62, only) hundred | twenty
4. Ladli Parween,W/o Md. Saglain  |No.462 dated 01.02.2006, Book No.1, Zild No.27, Page| thousand only) |Hundred And Twenty gh”#matfg"?‘”kﬁr S’O.dLat‘f Zaggyroé“ 134 +t<°h143' r\'fe"gggegh"’l‘”aNNO-s 411HK|Z?ta 3,902,100 |one 5’8138 as o
All resident of Barakat khan ka No.129-150, Comprising in Ward No.22/28(0), 47(New),| 3441400/~ |Nine Only) as on agnunath Singh, residen 0. 997, survey Knesra No. 929, Circle No. o4, Holding| (Rupees Three further inferest. cost
Akhara,Mogalpura,jhaugan, Sheet No.214, M.S. Plot No.3132(P), Circle No.121, Holding| (Rupees Four |28.02.2019 and gLNe%r‘GaVQZ?t gh.ec"pOS‘z gggﬁtz(o'g)xt Wa.rt‘:] RO- 1%’53/836 f;;r%saeggg/gadrd no. |50’ lacs ninety two_|fuiher inferest, costs,
Patnacity, Patna,Bihar-800008 No.229/2/192, Situated at-Mohalla Mogalpura, Barkat Khan| Lakhs Forty one |interest,  cost & aniaevmandir, Sajrangpuri, ; matna Lity, with Area- q.f (0. ecimals).| - thousand One 9 th
Ka Akhara (Katra Kalbe Ali Beg), Patna City, P.S-Khajekala,| thousand Four |Charges thereon Sandalpur, P.S- Alamgany, Distt- Boundary (as per deed): North-Helper Road, South-] hundredonly) |expenses = nereon
PO-Jhauganj, District-Patna, Bihar and bounded as under| hundred only) IDIB20202103 Patna, Bihar. Pin-800007 Elaltlv;/_iay Line, East-Minjumle Plot Haja, West- Minjumle 1,000.00 r:eoar;?zatioh 2 bank’ls
(As per Deed) North-Md. Salim, South-Md. Ashraf, East-Md.[ 4 900.00 Not Known otHaja dues
Bashir, West-06 Feet Wide Common Pass. (ll) In the name ’ IDIB20202111
of Smt. Ladli Parven W/o Md. Saglain area admeasuring 4
Dhur, 18" Dhurki, Sale Deed N0.2997 dated 19.06.2008, Not Known
Book No.1, Zild No.54, Page N0.229-237, Comprising in Ward 1 M/S Ezee Air Travel All that part and parcel of land along with building| 324,80,000/- %20,79,511/-
No.22/28(0), 47(New), Sheet No.214, M.S. Plot No.3132(P), Exhibition |Pro- Shri Shivendra Kumar BPCL constructed on the said land ad-measuring an area| (Rupees Twenty [(Twenty lac Seventy
Circle No.121, Holding No0.292/2/192, Situated at-Mohalla Road |Road, Mahavir Nagar, Saristabad, 6.25 decimal in the name of Sri Braj Bihari Singh S/O-| Four Lac Eighty [Nine Thousand Five
Mogalpura, Barkat Khan Ka Akhara (Katra Kalbe Ali Beg), P.S- Patna-800002, Shri Shrivendra Sri Bans Ropan Singh vide sale deed no.5465 dated| Thousand Only) [Hundred Eleven Only)
Khajekala, PO-Jhauganj, District-Patna, Bihar and bounded Kumar S/O Shri Brij Bihari Singh 28.08.1965 bearing book no 1,Volume No 57 Page No 32,48,000/- and Intt and Charges
as under (As per Deed) North-M.S. Plot No.3132(P), South- & Shri Brij Bihari Singh S/O Bansh  |364-368 ,Khata No 136,Plot No 553, Tauzi No 8,Thana| (Rupees Two |from 11/09/2018 to till
M.S. Plot No.3132(P), East-Gali, West-M.S. Plot No.3132(P). Ropan Singh ward no-43, Anaith ,  [No 227 situated at Mauza-Anaith PO-Anaith PS-Arrah| Lakh Forty eight [date of realization of
04 |M/S VAIBHAV ENTERPRISES, All that part and parcel of the Land and Building along with| ~ %21,09,375/- 329,21,927/- Arrah, Dist- Bhojpur,Pin-802301 District —Bhojpur ,SRO-Arrah,Bihar, North-Sri - Suchit| thousand only) |dues.
Hanuman | 1. Mr. Sanjay Kumar Singh S/o Sri  |present future construction thereon; in the name of Smt.| (Rupees Twenty |(Rupees Twenty Mahto and Ramjapit Mahto, South-Sri Lal Bihari Mahto, 1,000.00 ID1B20202107
nagar |Daya Shankar Singh Deep Mala W/o Mr. Sanjay Kumar Singh, one lakhs nine [Nine Lakhs Twenty East-Sri Roop Lal Singh,West-Jai Govind Prasad Singh Not Known
ﬁ-u ?nrgtrgﬁeg Mala W/o Sri Sanjay g)éeﬁrﬁo 22}'2832?‘;5‘91 gblga;%is(ﬁfgm?ecggg:(), NSoal16 ;Ssgrs:dng ;C;if SﬂgdrTezousaniwlme 12 ADITYA ENTERPRISES All that part and parcel of the land and building:[ 221,34,800/- 373,49,545/-
Both Rlo- Flat No.504, Deo Siddhi  [Volume No. 148, PageNo.521-231. Khata No.115, Khesra|  five only)  |Seven Only) as_ onf  Famna |(Pro- SriAjit Kumar S/O Sri In the name of Sri Ajit Kumar Sjo Sti Ram Jee Sharma, | (Rupees Twenty |(Rs. seventy three
Plaza, Kankarbagh, Colony More,  [Survey Plot No 23690(P).Thana No.129, Tauzi No.Bihar[ 72,10 93y7/ 11.06.2019 University 5{3;1 ’?2532?5&i“ﬁ%ﬁi%m trzlia%% SsilfstD:E%er}iE?BsD aézde 1('3552«31‘&&“32 ('gne I?r? S Thmg It?\kh dfmy Tve
' 2 ’ ° : y e : ,10,9371- At , , -103, ] - . our thousan ousan ive
gggg;@'a” Shop, District- Patna, gﬁ”}a“ .Ss"#at.?dHalt‘ﬂL\"auzaé K‘?”gﬁpk %‘.‘Q"?X TFt‘a;na- (Rupees Two IDIB20202104 Bigha Road, Kankarbagh, Patna,  [Area), at-Yashoda Enclave, Daud Bigha, Kankarbagh| EightHundred |hundred forty five
Bihl;\r,vigundil?j Yasinde??:s- earliiréed)'al\l‘onﬁ-rll:’ca:as?\lgtaﬁ lakh ten thousand Not Known Bihar,Pin-800026. . Road, Patna-26 Mauza-Bahadurpur, Thana- only) only) with up to date
Sinah South. Kharidar St pDee Viola EastMr Maao: nine hundred Sri Ajit Kumar S/O Sri Ramjee Agamkuan, Pargana-Phulwari, Thana No.-10, Thana 32,13,480/- interest and Cost &
K rgla}' Singh, West-Aahar Va Pair?e : : J) thirty seven only) Sharma o Code-499, Tauzi No-Samilat, Khata No.-280 & 281, (RupeesTwo [Charges thereon til
b). Area ad—r!neasuring 10-Dhur (1 5625- Decimal), Sale 1,000.00 Smt Laxmi Sharma W/O Sri Ajit Survey Plot-650 and 651(P) at present P.S.-Agamkuan,| | 505 Thirteen |the date of realization
Déed B e easun 10'07.2015. baaring Book’No.1 gumar ] ] Dlstnct-Eatna, wﬂhm the_ |.ImI.tS. of Patna Municipal thousand Four IDIB20202113
’ ’ oth C/O Sri Kaushal Kishore Corporation and within the jurisdiction of Patna Court, Sub| "1} .0 4red and Not K
Volume No.148, PageNo.210-220, Khata No.115, Khesra Prasad, Pramila Sadan, Bhagwat  |Registry Office Patna City and Sadar Registry Office &[ i on ) otKnown
Survey Plot No.2360(P), Thana No.129, Tauzi No.Bihar Nagar, Opp Bhagwati Banquett Distt.-Patna and Bounded by North-Binay Yadav, South- gnly only
Sarkar, Situated at- Mauza- Kandap, Survey Thana- Hall, Bahadurpur Housing colony, ~ |Kankarbagh Main Road 90 Feet, East-Part Plot-650,|  1:000.00
Phulwari Sharif, Hal Thana- Gauri Chak, District-Patna, Kankarbagh, Patna, Pin-800026.  |West-Part Plot 650. Boundary of Shop No.-103, North-
g'rrﬁ?r’[?gg:dﬁ;:s S”(’)‘Sg]r (ﬁi rﬁg;rdel-ie:z)é N’\?i;thl'_e'mzigﬁr Permanent Address: At P.O- Nagar |Stair, South-Shop No.102, East-Passage, West-Open &
East-Mr. Manoj Kumar Singh, West-Aahar Va Paine mzll;snhdaé’hé?ﬁfslé?g&?nd"’ Distt Boundary.
05 _|W/S Maa Vaishnavi Oil Mills (Prop.-|All that part and parcel of the Land and Building along|  ¥3595000/- ?2045582/- 13 [NAGESHWAR AUTOMOBILE (Pro- [All that part and parcel of the land and building: In the name| _ 18,70,200/- ?43,90,836)-
Patna |Smt. Soni Kumari) with present/future construction thereon:-In the name| (Rupees Thirty |(Rupees Twenty lakhs I 52 =—Shri Vidhya Nand Kumar Verma)  [of Md. Irshadul Haque, S/o Md. Izharul Haque, bearing|  (Rupees  |(Rs. Forty three lacs
City-2 ﬁafsgﬁ;maﬁgsﬁg anﬁlmpuangaCﬁn giezm‘édsn?g;s'ﬁl:ma” %/gsMrksﬁé?h mf;afR':aﬁgfe“d five lakhs ninety Eﬁ/féy Five tﬂ%“n?rgg University |at machhariyawan, near Primary  |Sale Deed No.10505 dated 13.09.2006, Area-600 Sq.ft,|  Eighteen ninety thousand eight
Distt. Patna ’ Ys (Simple) Mortga g Deed No.4436 dated 27 095 2014 five thousand Eight wo  only) School, fatuah, Patna, Bihar Pin- Mauza-Khalilpura, Pargana-Phulwari, P.S-Danapur, Tauzi| Lakhs Seventy |hundred thirty six
1. Soni Kumari W/O Raiesh Bookp No.01 \?olgme No77 Page No196-203 Helding only) asg );n 550190 1y9 800009 Shri Vidhya Nand Kumar  |no.-5573, Thana no.-54, Khata no.-126, part of Cadestral| Thousand Two |only) with up to date
Kumar Raushan at Chutkiya No 274(Oldy/H1/1(New). Circle No.218, M.S. Plot No.94o| 3599001 |20, Gl 2ot cost & verma S/O Nageshwar Kumar Survey Plot no.887 and within the limit of Danapur Nagar] Hundred only) linterest. plus intt Cost
Bazar, Jamunagar, Malsalami & 579 Shest No.282 wWard No.32‘/37'(O.Id)/71(N.ew) (Rupees three Charges thercon Smt Manju Kumari W/O Sri Nigam which is bounded by North-Rasta, South-Plot no.- 1,87,020/- & Charges thereon till
Madhomill,Patna City, Distt- Patna | Tauzi No. Bihar Sarkar, Thana No.38, Situated at Mohal-| 12khs Fifty nine [=—tes o onr Vidyanand Kumar Verma, Both. 687(P), Bast-Md. Hafiz, West-3 feet 6 inches wide lane| - (Rupees One |the date of realization
2. Rajesh Kumar Raushan S/O Jamunapur, Chutkiya Bazar, Mauza-Simli Murarpur, PS-| thousand five at At C-22, Nitya sadan, Keshri thereafter Md. Idris. lac Eighty Seven [which  has to be
. P . ’ Not Known nagar, Ajanta Colony,Rajiv Nagar, realized by sale of the
Sahdev Prasad Verma Chutkiya Malsalami, District-Patna, Bihar, bounded as under (as per| _hundred only) Patna.800024 thousand Twenty |rea Yy S
Bazar, Jamunagar, Malsalami, deed): North-Mehta Ram Narayan Prasad, South-Baiju 1,000.00 Md. Irshadul Haque S/O Md only) said properties.
Madhomill,Patna City, Distt- Patna  |Mahto, East-The Heir of Chhotu Sao, West-PMC Lane. Izharul Haque, Khalilpura, PO- 1,000.00 IDIB20202114
06 M/S RISHI PLAST A) All that part and parcel of the land and building along| %17,64,000/- %67,70,203/- Phulwarisharif, Distt- Patna, Bihar. Not Known
Phulwari- |Prop: Mr. Shringi Rishi (Since with present/future construction thereon: In the name of Mr. (Rupees (Rupees Sixty Seven Pin-801505

sharif  [Deceased) Shringi Rishi (Since Deceased) S/o Sri Ram Sinhasan Muni, Seventeen Lakhs Seventy 14 M/s Jai Mata Dee Enterprises All that part & parcel of Property land belongs to Mrs %15,50,000/- %20,73,301/-

. \ ; > ! . ,50, 73,
RGO e [ B, 20 DS Sl Deed, RoSei ced) ek sy four | Thoveand, TS5 i Prap: Ramian Kmar S0 1t Ao [Hemiea Gupta IO . R Kumarsuted i sz | (Rupees fcen ((Ruposs * Tuonty
Shringi Rishi Legal heir of Late 313, Comprising in Tauzi No.5188, Thana No.37, Khata No.6, only) ason30.07.2018 and| Patna  |Frasad, House of Mt Ramraih e K o8, it Mo 13y Kieaos . lakhs f'ﬂyl 'f]kh Seventy tﬂree
Shringi Rishi. Survey Khasra Plot No.720, Situated at Mauza-Kothwa,| z1,76,400/- |intt., Cost & Charges waaﬁ u?:rBailljenaRoad “l/:’atﬁg In, Sauunile Sl-ot No‘-4353?aart)°-Cor'n utz ?:odg-No-i51 eDsis{E thousand only) [thousand three
2. Sri Ashok Kumar Santhaliya S/o  |Pargana- Phulwari, PS- Danapur, District-Patna, Bihar and| (Rupees One |thereon till the date of Bihar. pura. Y ' ' Patnay Vide Sale Dged YN0—31p169 dated 30.12.2010 $1,55,000 hulnderedl hanq st
Radhey Shayam Shanthaliya. bounded as under (As per Deed): North- Sri Vishwaijit Singh| |akh seventy six |realization Mrs. Memlata Gupta (Guarantor Boundary (as per Deed): North: HAL Kharidar, Siouth: (Rupees One  fonly) with interest
3. Sri Sanjay Kumar S/o Shirnath S/o Lt. Shiv Dhari Singh, South- Part Plot No.720 meh aaj| thousand four IDIB20202106 & Mort W/CF))M Rani Sh T I';y . tpS' b East 10'wide Rasta West ravi lakh fifty five |at agreed rate wef
Prasad, Kharidar Smt. Manjusha Devi dusre dastavez meh, East-| hundred only) Not Known ortgagor) k. ~anjan nlusnjarkant Singh, tast. 1Lwide Rasta, Yest ravi] thousand only) |01.08.2019 fill the
Add-Rikabganj, Katra Bazar, Patna |Siwana Hardaspur, West- Sri Jai Kishore Singh. 1.000.00 Kumar, Flat No-403 Rajnath Enclave [Shankar Prasad. 1,000.00 date of repayment.
City. ,U00. Rukanpura Bailey Road IDIB20202115

B) All that part & parcel of Land & building with present/| ¥42,42,000/- IDIB20202116 Not Known
future construction thereon of area admeasuring 3-Katha,| (Rupees Forty - - — - - - - — - - -
2-Dhur, Sale Deed No.16286 dated 22.08.2009, Bearing| two lakhs forty Bidders are advised to visit the website (www.mstcecommerce.com) of our e-auction service provider MSTC Ltd to participate in online bid. For
Book No.1, Zild No.261, Page No0.510-517, Comprising| two thousand Technical Assistance please call MSTC HELPDESK No.033-22901004 and other help line numbers available in service providers help desk. For
in Tauzi No.18165, Thana No.69, Khata No.51, Survey only) Registration status with MSTC Ltd, please contact jbapiop@mstcecommerce.com and for EMD status please contact ibapifin@mstcecommerce.com.
Khasra Plot No.450, Situated at— Mauza-Ismailpur Dhibra, 34,24,200/- For property details and photograph of the property and auction terms and conditions please visit: https://ibapi.in and for clarifications related to this
PS- Phulwari, District- Patna, Bihar and bounded as per| (Rupees Four portal, please contact help line number '18001025026' and '011-41106131".
Deed: North- Ramesh Prasad, South- Aahar, East- 5' ft| lakh twenty four Bidders are advised to use Property ID Number mentioned above while searching for the property in the website with https://ibapi.in and www.
vide Rasta & ors, West- Banwari Singh & ors. thousand two mstcecommerce.com.
hundred only) Date :10.12.2020 Authorised Officer
1,000.00 Place : Patna Indian Bank (Erstwhile Allahabad Bank)
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CORONAVIRUS DASHBOARD

Face shields no match for
sneeze droplets, scientists
at work to improve them

Sneeze droplets
from nearby can
quickly reach the
top and bottom
edges of aface
shield, study
finds. Express Archive

THE FACE shield is an intriguing part of
healthcare workers’ personal protec-
tive equipment (PPE): Although it is
meant to protect the face fromairborne
particles that may contain the novel
coronavirus, it has a prominent open-
ing at the bottom edge. Indeed, that is
why medical staff often wear a mask
beneath the shield. If someone wore a
face shield but no mask, and if some-
one infected with Covid-19 sneezed in
the vicinity, would the face shield offer
enough protection on its own?

It would not. In a study published
in the Physics of Fluids, journal of the
American Institute of Physics, re-
searchers from Japan’'s Fukuoka
University examined the flow of air
around a face shield
when someone nearby
sneezes. They found that
sneeze droplets travel
very quickly to the edges
of the face shield, and
may be inhaled by the

face shields safe enough
to be worn on their own.

The science...

When fluid is ejected instanta-
neously from a circular orifice, it gen-
erates a “vortex ring” — a doughnut-
shaped vortex. “It might be easier to
understand it as a bubble ring made
by dolphins,” lead researcher Fujio
Akagi said, by email.

Vortex rings have the ability to
transport microscopic particles. Akagi
and colleagues carried out simulations
of an infected person sneezing and
ejectingavortex ring from 1 min front
of a person wearing a face shield. The
leading vortex ring reached the top of
the face shield; trailing vortex rings

PAPER

wearer if she happens to
breathe in at that very CLIP
moment.

The researchers are
nowworkingoncreating ~NEW RESEARCH

reached the lower end as they broke
down. Sneeze droplets could reach the
shield within a half-second to a sec-
ond, and enter. “In this case, if the time
when the droplets enter the inner sur-
face of the shield is close to the time of
the user'sinhalation of the breath, the
apparent probability that the user will
inhale the dropletsis high,” Akagi said.

...and the shield

Face shields are effective in pre-
venting infection in the eyes, Akagi
explained. “Don’t misunderstand us
— wearing a face shield can help pre-
ventinfection... what we are saying is
that we have scientifically shown that
there is an increased risk of infection
if only a face shield is
worn,”Akagi said.

Although medical
staff wearing a face shield
also wear a mask, usually
a surgical mask with a
high filtering effect, such
masks have the disad-
vantage of being difficult
to breathe through. “We
thought if the face shield
is approved as suffi-
ciently preventive, the
medical mask can be replaced with a
standard mask... For this reason, we
have tried to clarify the flow around
the face shield,” Akagi said.

Akagi described another situation:
medical personnel treating deaf pa-
tients. To explain to the patients how
the mouth moves, the medical staff
need to remove the mask altogether.
“If staff are only allowed to wear a face
shield, this problem can be solved,”
Akagi said.

The team is now developing im-
proved shields, so that medical work-
ers will be able to prevent infection
using only a face shield and a regular
mask — or, ideally, only a face shield.

KABIR FIRAQUE
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SIMPLY PUT QUESTION 8 ANSWER

Antitrust suit against Facebook

The US government and 48 states and territories have sued Facebook for illegally crushing competition,
and are seeking to break up the company by overturning its acquisitions of Instagram and WhatsApp.

SHRUTIDHAPOLA
CHANDIGARH, DECEMBER 11

TWO LAWSUITS filed by the United States
federal government and governments of 48
US states and territories have put under the
scanner the acquisition by Facebook of
Instagram and WhatsApp - and therefore,
the present structure of the giant social me-
dia company.

The US Federal Trade Commission (FTC)'s
lawsuit accused Facebook of eliminating
competition with the acquisitions — even
though the FTCitself had approved the deals.

“Facebook’s actions to entrench and
maintain its monopoly deny consumers the
benefits of competition. Our aim is to roll
back Facebook’s anti-competitive conduct
and restore competition so that innovation
and free competition can thrive,” lan Conner,
director of FTC's Bureau of Competition, has
said in a statement.

Facebook has called the lawsuits “revi-
sionist history”, and said the FTC has “seem-
ingly no regard for settled law or the conse-
quences to innovation and investment”.

What is the antitrust case against
Facebook, and why does it pose such a big
threat to the company as it exists today?

What does the FTC's lawsuit say?

The FTC has alleged that Facebook “is il-
legally maintaining its personal social net-
working monopoly through a years-long
course of anticompetitive conduct”. The law-
suit followed a “lengthy investigation” by a
“coalition of attorneys general” of 46 states,
the District of Columbia, and Guam.

The case has been filed under Section 2
of the Sherman Act, which the FTC enforces
through Section 5 of the FTC Act. Section 2 of
the Sherman Act prohibits companies from
using anti-competitive means to acquire or
maintain a monopoly.

Facebook’s 2012 acquisition of Instagram
for $1 billion and the 2014 acquisition of
WhatsApp for $19 billion are being cited as
attempts to illegally eliminate competition.

The FTChasalso accused Facebook of im-
posing “anti-competitive conditions on soft-
ware developers”. It says Facebook’s prac-
tices have harmed competition and left
“consumers with few choices for personal
social networking, and deprives advertisers
of the benefits of competition.”

The lawsuit cites how Facebook restricted
its “third-party software developers’ access

Plasmodium ovale & other types

ANURADHAMASCARENHAS
PUNE, DECEMBERT1

A NOT very common type of malaria,
Plasmodium ovale, has been identified in a
jawaninKerala. The soldier is believed to have
contracted it during his posting in Sudan, from
where he returned nearly a year ago, and
where Plasmodium ovale is endemic.

Types of malaria

Malaria is caused by the bite of the female
Anopheles mosquito, if the mosquito itself is
infected with a malarial parasite. There are five
kinds of malarial parasites — Plasmodium fal-
ciparum, Plasmodium vivax (the commonest
ones), Plasmodium malariae, Plasmodium ovale
and Plasmodium knowlesi. Therefore, to say that
someone has contracted the Plasmodium ovale
type of malaria means that the person has
been infected by that particular parasite.

In India, out of 1.57 lakh malaria cases in
the high-burden states of Odisha, Chhattisgarh,
Jharkhand, Meghalaya and Madhya Pradesh
in 2019, 1.1 lakh cases (70%) were cases of fal-
ciparum malaria, according to a statement by

Facebook acquired Instagram in 2012 and WhatsApp in 2014. Reuters/File

tovaluable interconnections to its platform”
by exercising strict control over its applica-
tion programming interfaces or APIs.

It gives the example of Twitter’s short
video app Vine, which was introduced in
2013. Facebook shut down API access for
Vine, effectively restricting its ability to grow.

Facebook's monopoly over social media
has resulted in “staggering profits” for the
company, the lawsuit says.

And what does the FTC want?

The lawsuit seeks “divestitures of assets,
including Instagram and WhatsApp”. So if
the FTC wins, Facebook might be forced to
sell Instagram and WhatsApp, two products
that are more appealing to younger users and
in new geographies, and are therefore cru-
cial to driving the company's growth.

The FTCalso wants to “prohibit Facebook
from imposing anti-competitive conditions
on software developers”. This means
Facebook will have to “seek prior notice and
approval for future mergers and acquisitions”.

What does the lawsuit say specifically
about Facebook’s acquisition of
Instagram and WhatsApp?

The FTC has noted that the acquisition of
Instagram came at a time when users were
switching “from desktop computers to
smartphones” and “increasingly embracing
photo-sharing”.

the Health Ministry on December 2. In 2018,
the National Vector-borne Disease Control
Programme (NVBDCP) estimated that approx-
imately 5 lakh people suffered from malaria
(63% were of Plasmodium falciparum); re-
searchers writing in the Malaria Journal of BMC
felt the numbers could be an underestimate.
The recent World Malaria Report 2020 said
cases in India dropped from about 20 million
in 2000 to about 5.6 million in 2019.

Plasmodium ovale

Scientists said Povale rarely causes severe
illness and there is no need for panic because
of the case detected in Kerala. DrV S Chauhan,
emeritus professor at the International Centre
for Genetic Engineering and Biotechnology,
New Delhi, said Povale is very similar to P vi-
vax, which is not a killer form. Symptoms in-
clude fever for 48 hours, headache and nau-
sea, and the treatment modality is the same
asitis for a person infected with Pvivax. Povale
is no more dangerous than getting a viral in-
fection, he said.

Itis termed ovale as about 20% of the para-
sitised cells are oval in shape. Distinguishing
between Pvivax and P ovale may be tricky, Dr

“Facebook executives, including CEO
Mark Zuckerberg, quickly recognized that
Instagram was ... an existential threat to
Facebook’s monopoly power.” And when
Facebook was not able to compete with
Instagram, it “ultimately chose to buy” the
app to eliminate the threat.

With WhatsApp, Facebook did the same,
the FTC says. When it realised that WhatsApp
was “clear global ‘category leader’ in mobile
messaging,” it bought out the competition.

According to the complaint, Facebook ac-
quiring WhatsApp also meant that “any fu-
ture threat will have a more difficult time
gaining scale in mobile messaging”. This has
largely been true. WhatsApp dominates the
mobile messaging space, and currently has
over 2 billion users globally; more than 400
million in India alone. No other messaging
app comes even close, except perhaps
Facebook’s own Messenger.

The accusation about Zuckerberg seek-
ing to buy out competitors isn't new either.
When arising Snapchat was seen as a poten-
tial competitor to Facebook, the company
made an unsuccessful attempt to buy it.
Later, it copied Snapchat’s most popular fea-
ture Stories in Instagram, followed by
Facebook and WhatsApp. Instagram now has
more than a billion users; Snapchat has
around 250 million daily active users.

But FTC had approved the Instagram and

Chauhan said, but a good-quality lab should
be able to differentiate between the two.

Casesin India

According to scientists at the National
Institute of Malaria Research (NIMR), the
Kerala case could be anisolated one and there
are no recorded cases of local transmission so
far. Previously, too, isolated cases were reported
inGujarat, Kolkata, Odisha and Delhi. However,
no local transmission has been recorded —
whichmeans these cases have been acquired.

The jawan had returned to India from
Sudan in January this year and was in Delhi. A
month ago, he went to Kerala and shortly after,
he began experiencing fever and other symp-
toms. After Covid-19 tests returned negative,
he was tested for malaria.

“And on the slide, we could see the para-
siteinside the red blood cell sample. In Kerala,
we usually see malaria types like Plasmodium
falciparum and Plasmodium vivax. So we did a
rapid antigen test to detect the strain and we
found thatitwas negative for both types. When
we investigated further, we diagnosed it as
Plasmodium ovale,” said Dr Rajeevan, medical
superintendent at the district hospital in

WhatsApp deals.

Yes - but it says its “action challenges
more than just the acquisitions”. It is “chal-
lenging a multi-year course of conduct that
constituted monopolization of the personal
social networking market”.

The FTC also says that it can - and often
does - challenge approved transactions
when they violate the law.

How has Facebook responded?

Jennifer Newstead, Facebook’s vice-pres-
ident and general counsel, has called the law-
suits “revisionist history.” The company has
said it is not true that it has no competition,
and named “Apple, Google, Twitter, Snap,
Amazon, TikTok and Microsoft”. The lawsuits
ignore the fact that users can and do move
often to competing apps, it has said.

Facebook has also questioned the “attack”
on its acquisitions, and recalled that the FTC
had cleared the Instagram deal after an in-
depthreview. The WhatsApp transaction had
been reviewed by the European Union as well.

“Regulators correctly allowed these deals
tomove forward because they did not threaten
competition. Now, many years later, with
seemingly no regard for settled law or the con-
sequences to innovation and investment, the
agency is saying it got it wrong and wants ado-
over,” Newstead has said in the blog post.

According to Facebook, this is not how
“antitrust laws are supposed to work”. The
blog post points out that two FTC commis-
sioners had voted against bringing the law-
suit, which signals that “no sale will ever be
final, no matter the resulting harm to con-
sumers or the chilling effect on innovation.”

The post notes that “questions are being
asked about “big tech” and whether Facebook
and its competitors are making the right deci-
sions around things like elections, harmful
content and privacy”.(Google too is facing an
antitrust suit from the US Justice Department.)
It says that Facebook has taken steps to ad-
dress these issues — and that “none of these
issues are antitrust concerns, and the FTC's
case would do nothing to address them.”

According to Facebook, “Those hard chal-
lenges are best solved by updating the rules
of the Internet.”

Regarding the API restrictions, Facebook
argues that it is allowed to choose its business
partners. YouTube, Twitter,and WeChat have
done well despite these API policies, it says.

“The evidence will show that Facebook,
Instagram and WhatsApp belong together,
competing on the merits with great products.”

of malaria

Kannur where the jawan was treated.

DrRajeevan said it was possible for the par-
asite to remain in the spleen or liver of the
body for along time, even years, after the mos-
quito bite, and the person could become
symptomatic later.

Africa and elsewhere

P ovale malaria is endemic to tropical
Western Africa. According to scientists at NIMR,
P ovale is relatively unusual outside of Africa
and, where found, comprises less than 1% of
the isolates. It has also been detected in the
Philippines, Indonesia and Papua New Guinea,
but s still relatively rate in these areas.

In a 2016 study on the China-Myanmar
border, it was found that Povale and Pmalar-
iae occurred at very low prevalence, but were
often misidentified. In another study, car-
ried out in China’s Jiangsu Province, indige-
nous malaria cases decreased significantly
over 2011-14, but imported cases of P ovale
and P malariae had increased, and were of-
ten misdiagnosed.

INPUTS FROM VISHNU VARMA INKOCHI &
ENSINNEW DELHI

eclare exotic pets, avoid prosecution: how one-time scheme works

KHUSHBOO NARAYAN
MUMBAI, DECEMBER11

ON NOVEMBER 22, the Supreme Court up-
held an Allahabad High Court order grant-
ing immunity from investigation and pros-
ecutionif one declared illegal acquisition or
possession of exotic wildlife species be-
tween June and December. This was under
anew amnesty scheme announced by the
Centre. The High Court had said that who-
ever declares the stock of exotic species and
submiits to registration under the amnesty
scheme, “shall have immunity from any in-
quiry into the source of licit acquisition or
possession of the voluntarily declared stock
of exotic species”.

What is the government's voluntary
disclosure scheme?

The Ministry of Environment, Forest and
Climate Change (MoEFCC) has come out
with an advisory on a one-time voluntary

disclosure scheme that allows owners of
exotic live species that have been acquired
illegally, or without documents, to declare
their stock to the government between June
and December 2020. With this scheme, the
government aims to address the challenge
of zoonotic diseases, develop an inventory
of exotic live species for better compliance
under the Convention on International
Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna
and Flora (CITES), and regulate their import.
In its current form, however, the amnesty
scheme is just an advisory, not a law.

Whatkind of exotic wildlife are covered?
The advisory has defined exotic live
species as animals named under the
Appendices [, Il and III of the CITES. It does
not include species from the Schedules of
the Wild Life (Protection) Act 1972. So, a
plain reading of the advisory excludes ex-
otic birds from the amnesty scheme.
CITESis aninternational agreement be-
tween governments to ensure thatinterna-

tional trade in wild animals, birds and plants
does not endanger them. India is a mem-
ber. Appendices|, Iland Ill of CITES list 5,950
species as protected against over-exploita-
tion through international trade. Many of
these animals, such as iguanas, lemurs,

A civetrescued in
Delhi. Civets are
sought after as exotic
pets. Express Archive

civets, albino monkeys, coral snakes, tor-
toises, are popular as exotic pets in India.

What is the process for disclosure

under the scheme?
The disclosure has to be done online

through MoEFCC's Parivesh portal. The
owner of the animal(s) will have to declare
the stock as on January 1, 2020 to the Chief
Wildlife Warden (CWIW) of the concerned
state or Union Territory. This will be fol-
lowed by a physical verification of the ani-
mals. The CWLW will have to issue an on-
line certificate of possession of exotic live
species within six months of the date of the
voluntary disclosure. After the registration,
it is mandatory for the owner to allow the
CWILW with free access to the exotic species
declared on any day for verification.

Apart from this, the CWLW has to be in-
formed about any new acquisition, death or
change in possession of the animals within
30 days. The scheme has also specified
guidelines for surrender of such animals to
arecognised zoo. The owner will also have
to provide the details of the species acquired,
their numbers, and the address of the facil-
ity where they are housed.

How big a problem isillegal trade of

New Delhi

exotic animals in India?

The Directorate of Revenue Intelligence
(DRI), which enforces anti-smuggling laws,
says India has emerged as a big demand
centre for exotic birds and animals with an
increase in smuggling of endangered
species from different parts of the world.
Most of this exotic wildlife is imported
through Illegal channels and then sold in
the domestic market as pets.

“The long international border and air
routes are used to source consignments from
Bangkok, Malaysia and other top tourist des-
tinations in South East Asia, as well as from
Europe from where they are sent to Kolkata,
Chennai, Hyderabad, Delhi, Bangalore,
Mumbai, Cochin," said the DRI in its 2019-
2020 annual report. In the last one year, the
DRI has seized black-and-white ruffed lemur
endemic to Madagascar, the endangered
hoolock gibbon and palm civet, albino mon-
keys, crocodiles, pygmy falcons, kookabur-
ras, scarlet macaws, aracaris among several
others, the annual report said.
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Brandon Bernard

USA
Rareexecution
amid presidential

transitioninUS

THE TRUMP administra-
tion Thursday carried out
its ninth federal execution
of the year in what has
been afirstseries of execu-
tions during a presidential
lame-duck period in 130
years, putting to death a
Texas street-gang member
intheslayings of areligious
couple over two decades
ago. Four more federal ex-
ecutions, including one
Friday, are planned in the
weeks before President-
electJoe Biden’sinaugura-
tion. One was carried out
inlate November. The case
of Brandon Bernard, who
received a lethal injection
at a US prison in Terre
Haute, Indiana, was a rare
executionofapersonwho
was in his teens when his
crime was committed.
Several high-profile figures
had appealed to Trump to
stop the execution. AP

NETHERLANDS
Hezbollah man
getslife in Hariri

assassination

A UN-BACKED tribunal
sentenced a member of
the Hezbollah militant
group tolifeimprisonment
Friday for his involvement
in the 2005 assassination
of former Lebanese PM
RafikHariri. The defendant,
Salim Ayyash, has never
been arrested and was not
in court at the Special
Tribunal for Friday’s sen-
tencing hearing. The tribu-
nal convicted Ayyash of be-
ing a co-perpetrator in the
truck bombing in Beirutin
2005.The huge blast killed
Hariri and 21 others. AP

ETHIOPIA
Refugees who
fled Tigray
brought back

IN A development the UN
calls “disturbing,” Ethiopia
on Friday said it is return-
ing thousands of refugees
who ran from camps inits
Tigray region as war swept
through, putting them on
buses back to the border
areawith Eritrea, the coun-
try the refugees originally
fled. The news cameasthe
USsaiditbelievesEritrean
troops are active in
Ethiopia, which it called a
“grave development”. AP

FDA panel clears Pfizer vaccine, US

could start getting shots next week

Health workers, nursing home residents 1st on priority list

THENEW YORKTIMES
DECEMBERT11

PFIZER’S COVID-19 vaccine
passed a critical milestone on
Thursday when a panel of ex-
perts formally recommended
that the US Food and Drug
Administration authorise the
vaccine. The agency is aiming to
issue the authorisation by
Friday evening (local time), de-
ciding to move faster after hav-
ing originally planned to finalise
the move on Saturday.

Health care workers and nurs-
ing home residents will be firston
the priority list to begin receiving
the first shots early next week.

The FDA's vaccine advisory
panel, composed of independ-
ent scientific experts, infectious
disease doctors and statisticians,
voted in favour of emergency au-
thorisation for people 16 and
older. Although the FDA does not
have to follow the advice of its
advisory panel, it usually does.

With this formal blessing, the
nation may finally begin to slow
the spread of the virus justasin-
fections and deaths surge, reach-

Aman receives a Pfizer Covid-
19 vaccine shotin London on
Tuesday. Britain, Bahrain and
Canada have already
authorised the vaccine. Reuters

ing a record of more than 3,000
daily deaths on Wednesday.
The FDA'’s decision to move
faster in approving the vaccine
comes after US President Donald
Trump lashed out at the agency
inatweet on Friday morning, at-
tacking the its commissioner, Dr
Stephen M Hahn for not approv-
ing a Covid-19 vaccine faster.
The initial shipment of 6.4
million doses will leave ware-
houses within 24 hours of being
cleared by the FDA, according to
federal officials. About half of
those doses will be sent across

Hong Kong media mogul
Jimmy Lai charged under
national security law

VIVIAN WANG
HONG KONG, DECEMBER 11

JIMMY LA, a publishing tycoon
and a prominent critic of the
Chinese Communist Party, was
charged with colluding with for-
eignforces under Hong Kong’s na-
tional security law, the police said
on Friday, as Beijing intensified its
efforts to smother the city’s falter-
ing pro-democracy movement.
Lai is the most high-profile
person to be formally charged un-
der the security law. If convicted,
he could face up to life in prison.
Lai, 73, was arrested in
August on suspicion of violating
the sweeping security law,
which Beijing imposed on Hong
Kong in June. The police also
raided the headquarters of Lai’s
newspaper, Apple Daily, one of

Jimmy Lai

the last remaining anti-Beijing
publications in the city.

Lai has pushed other countries
to punish China for its erosion of
freedoms in Hong Kong. He trav-
elled tothe USlastyear to meet of-
ficials including Vice President
Mike Pence and Secretary of State
Mike Pompeo. And he has called
for sanctions on Chinese officials.

It is not clear what the police
say he did specifically to violate
the security law. NYT

Sanofi, GSK to
delay vaccine

Paris: Sanofi and
GlaxoSmithKline said clinical
trials of their Covid-19 vaccine
showed an insufficient im-
mune response in older peo-
ple, delaying its launch to late
next year and marking a set-
backinthe global fight against
the pandemic. The announce-
menton Friday hinders efforts
to develop the multiple op-
tions that experts say the
world needs to counter the
pandemic. The news is also a
blow for many governments
that have booked millions of
doses of the shot. The compa-
nies said they planned to start
another study next February,
hoping to come up with a
more effective vaccine by the
end of 2021. REUTERS

the country, and the other half
will be reserved for the initial re-
cipients to receive their second
dose about three weeks later.

Australia stops vaccine trials
due to false HIV positives

Sydney: Australia cancelled the
production of alocally made vac-
cine against Covid-19 after trials
showed it could interfere with
HIV diagnosis, with the govern-
ment instead securing additional
doses of rival vaccines.
Antibodies generated by the
vaccine being developed by the
University of Queensland and
biotech firm CSL, one of four candi-
dates contracted by the Australian

government, were found tolead to
some false positive HIV test results,
the makers said.

While the vaccine had elicited
a“robust”immune response tothe
novel SARS-COV-2virusinaPhase
1 trial with 216 participants, re-en-
gineering a fix could take another
12 months, they said. CSLand the
Australian government had to-
getherdecided tostop Phase2 and
Phase 3 trials. REUTERS

AstraZeneca to test combining
its vaccine with Russian shot

ASTRAZENECA WILL start clinical
trials to test a combination of its
experimental Covid-19 vaccine
with Russia’s Sputnik V shotaimed
at boosting the efficacy of the
British drugmaker’s vaccine,
Russia’s sovereign wealth fund
said on Friday. Trials will start by
the end of the year and Russia
wants to jointly produce the new
vaccine if it is proven to be effec-
tive, said the RDIF wealth fund,
which funded Sputnik V.

AstraZeneca said it was con-
sidering how it could assess com-
binations of different vaccines,
and would soon begin exploring
with Russia’s Gamaleya Institute,
which developed Sputnik V,
whether two common cold
virus-based vaccines could be
successfully combined. It did not
give further details. However, its
Russian arm said it would start to
enrol adults aged 18 years and
older to the trial. REUTERS

ARGENTINA CLOSER TO LEGAL ABORTION

People celebrate the passing of the Bill to legalise abortion, in Buenos Aires, Argentina, on Friday.
Lawmakers in Argentina’s Lower House on Friday passed a Bill that would legalise elective
abortions to the 14th week of pregnancy, a proposal from President Alberto Fernandez in
response to long-sought demands from activists in the homeland of Pope Francis. The Bill still
needs approval from the country’s Senate in a debate expected before the end of the year. Reuters

European leaders clinch deal on tougher 2030 climate goal

KATEABNETT
BRUSSELS, DECEMBER 11

EUROPEAN UNION countries
agreed a new climate change
target for the bloc on Friday after
haggling through the night in
Brussels, pulling the political
trigger on a policy revamp to
make every sector greener.

Leaders of the 27 member
states agreed to cut their net
greenhouse gas emissions by at
least 55% from 1990 levels by
2030, substantially toughening
an existing 40% target.

Deal overcomes EU’s East-West divide

THE WEALTHIER na-
tions of Western
Europe and the rela-
tively poorer, more con-
servative nations of
Eastern Europe have clashed
repeatedly in the EU regarding
various reforms and budgeting
decisions. During the discus-
sions on deciding the 2030
emissions target, Eastern
European countries, particlarly

EXPLAINED

Poland, held out for
guarantees of more
funding for poorer
@ countriesand GDP-
based emission targets
for individual nations. Despite
all the differences, the target of
55% emissions cut by 2030 was
reached after compromises
from both sides, although ac-
tivists had called for amore
ambitious goal.

THE SOUTH KOREAN FILMMAKER HAD FALLEN ILL W1TH COVID-19

Award—wmmng dlrector Kim Ki-Duk dies at 59

JANMOLSEN
COPENHAGEN, DECEMBERT11

SOUTH KOREAN director Kim
Ki-duk, who has won the top
award at the Venice Film
Festival in 2012, has died in
Latvia. He was 59.

The Baltic News Service
cited Latvia-based Russian doc-
umentary filmmaker Vitaly
Mansky, president of an inter-
national documentary film fes-
tival in Riga, as saying Kim died
after falling ill with Covid-19.
Mansky was not immediately
reachable for comment.

Kim’s death was indirectly
confirmed by the Foreign
Ministry in Seoul, which said
that a “South Korean male in
his 50s died while being
treated for Covid-19 at a hospi-
tal in Latvia during the early
hours of Dec 11 local time.” It
declined to identify the direc-
tor due to privacy concerns.

Kim won the top prize at the Venice Film Festival with his
2012 film Pieta. He also won prizes for best director at
festivals in Venice and Berlin, and secured another award at
the 2011 Cannes festival for his movie Arirang. AP

Kim came to Latvia on Nov.
20 in order to buy a house in
Jurmala, the country’s seaside
resort near Riga, the capital,
and apply for a residence per-
mit, the Lithuanian public

broadcaster said.

Kim won the top prize at the
Venice Film Festival with his
2012 film Pieta, a brutal
mother-and-son tale of revenge
and redemption. He also won

prizes for best director at festi-
vals in Venice and Berlin, and
secured another award at the
2011 Cannes festival for his
movie Arirang.

While his movies often gar-
nered critical acclaim, many
moviegoers, especially women,
considered them to be disturb-
ing because of excessive vio-
lence and depictions of rape
and castration.

Kim has faced allegations at
home of hitting an actress and
trying to force her into shoot-
ing off-script sexual scenes
while making a movie. He has
vaguely denied the allegations,
saying there had been a misun-
derstanding, although he ac-
knowledged he might have hit
the actress while instructing
her in acting.

The actress dropped out and
the movie, Moebius, a dark and
violent story about an es-
tranged family, was finished
with a replacement.

The EU wants to reach “net
zero” emissions by 2050, a
deadline that scientists say the
world must meet to avert the
most catastrophic impacts of
climate change.

European Council President
Charles Michel, who chaired the
talks, called the EU the leader in
the fight against climate change,
and said the target had been
hard-fought, but was “credible”.

European  Commission
President Ursula von der Leyen
said it would put the bloc “on a
clear path towards climate neu-
trality in2050”. The EU will pres-

Kim was fined 5 million
won ($4,570) over assault
charges in 2018. But prosecu-
tors eventually decided not to
pursue charges of sexual abuse
against him, citing insufficient
evidence.

Kim'’s career in South Korea
effectively ended in 2017-18 af-
ter three actresses made new
accusations on investigative
news show “PD’s Notebook”,
which was broadcast on Korean
public broadcaster MBC. Kim
later launched criminal and
civil suits against MBC and the
original Moebius actress, accus-
ing them of defamation, but his
claims were dismissed in
courts.

The South Korean Foreign
Ministry said its embassy in
Riga was contacting the man’s
family and offering help in ar-
ranging a funeral. The ministry
said it cannot release specific
details about the man to any-
one who isn’t family. AP

ent its target at a UN global vir-
tual summit on Saturday.

The proposals will speed a
shift to electric vehicles and aim
to mobilise investments in the
huge low-carbon infrastructure
that will now be needed — in-
cluding a requirement for extra
energy sector investments of
350 billion euros ($420 billion) a
year this decade.

The “atleast 55%” target is as
good as final, but will need ap-
proval from the European
Parliament, which supports a
more ambitious 60% cut.

REUTERS

European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen in
Brussels Friday. Reuters

EU chief: No-deal
Brexit is now the
most likely outcome

GABRIELABACZYNSKA
& GUY FAULCONBRIDGE
BRUSSELS, LONDON, DEC T

BRITAIN IS more likely to leave
the European Union’s orbit on
Dec 31 withouta trade deal than
with an agreement, an EU official
quoted the head of the European
Commission as telling the bloc’s
27 national leaders on Friday.
Britain quit the EU in January
but remains an informal member
until December 31 —theend ofa
transition period during which it
has remained in the EU single
market and customs union.
Both sides say they want to
agree arrangements to cover
nearly $1 trillion in annual trade,
but talks are deadlocked and
British Prime Minister Boris
Johnson said on Thursday there
was “a strong possibility” an
agreementwould not be clinched.
“The probability of a no deal
is higher than that of adeal,” the
EU official, speaking on condi-
tion of anonymity, quoted
European Commission President
Ursula von der Leyen as saying
during an EU summit in Brussels.
Johnson and von der Leyen
have given negotiators until
Sunday evening to break the im-

passe over fishing rights and al-
lowing Britain to be punished if
inthe future it diverged from the
bloc’s rules.

“Situation is difficult. Main
obstacles remain,” the EU official
said of von der Leyen’s message.
“To be seen by Sunday whether
adealis possible.”

Sterling tumbled, stocks fell
and implied volatility surged as
investors started to price in the
risk of a chaotic finale to the five-
year Brexit crisis. The pound fell
0.8% against the dollar to $1.3190
before recovering somewhat.

A no-trade deal Brexit would
damage the economies of north-
ern Europe, send shockwaves
through financial markets, snarl
borders and sow chaos through
the delicate supply chains which
stretch across Europe and beyond.

While some EU diplomats
have cast Johnson’s rhetoric as
theatrics intended to wrench out
a deal and please his domestic
Brexit supporters, British officials
say London cannot accept the
EU’s demands and caution that
ano-deal exitis on the cards.

British Culture Secretary
Oliver Dowden said there was
still a chance of an agreement but
no British leader could accept the
EU’s demands. REUTERS

Biden, Harris jointly
named Time’s
‘Person of the Year’

US-Indian among ‘Heroes of 2020’
| PERSON

REUTERS & PTI
NEW YORK, DECEMBERT11

US PRESIDENT-ELECT Joe Biden
and Vice President-elect Kamala
Harris were jointly named Time
magazine’s 2020 “Person of the
Year” on Thursday, chosen from
alist of finalists that included the
man Biden vanquished at the
polls — President Donald Trump.
The Democratic former vice
presidentand his running mate,a
California senator whose election
broke gender and racial barriers,
together “offered restoration and
renewal in a single ticket”, Time
said in a profile of the pair.
Following the most tumul-
tuous US presidential campaign
in modern times, waged in the
throes of adeadly pandemic, eco-
nomic devastation and a strife-
torn national reckoning with
racism, Biden and Harris prevailed
inan election that drew the high-
estvoter turnoutinacentury.
Time editor-in-chief and CEO

Y EAR

Edward Felsenthal credited the
victors with succeeding in “an
existential debate over what re-
ality we inhabit.”

Meanwhile, Indian-American
Rahul Dubey, who had opened the
doors of his Washington DChome
to over 70 people demonstrating
against the killing of George Floyd,
has been hailed among the
“Heroes of 2020” by Time, honour-
ing those who “went above and
beyond the call of duty” this year.

Indian-American among 18 in
NASA’s manned Moon mission

LALITKJHA
WASHINGTON, DECEMBERT1

RAJA JON Vurputoor Chari, an
Indian-American US Air Force
colonel, is among 18 astronauts,
half of them women, who have
been selected by NASA for its
ambitious manned mission to
the Moon and beyond.

The modern lunar explo-
ration programme will land the
first woman and next man on
the Moon in 2024 and establish
asustainable human lunar pres-
ence by the end of the decade,
the American space agency said.

NASA on Wednesday named
the 18 astronauts who will train
for its Artemis moon-landing

programme.
Chari,43,a graduate of the US
Air Force Academy,

Massachusetts Institute of
Technology (MIT) and US Naval
Test Pilot School, is the only
Indian-American in the list.

He was selected by NASA to
join the 2017 Astronaut

New Delhi

RajaJon Vurputoor Chariisa
US Air Force colonel

Candidate Class.

He reported for duty in
August 2017 and having com-
pleted the initial astronaut can-
didate training is now eligible for
amission assignment.

“My fellow Americans, I give
you the heroes of the future who
will carry usback to the Moonand
beyond: the Artemis Generation,”
Vice President Mike Pence said at
NASA's Kennedy Space Centre in
Florida on Wednesday.

“It really is amazing to think
that the next man and the first

woman on the Moon are among
the names that we justread... We
started today reflecting on a great
hero of the past. The Artemis
Generation are the heroes of
American space exploration in
the future,” Pence said after hein-
troduced the members of the
Artemis Team during the eighth
National Space Council meeting.

NASA will announce flight
assignments for astronauts later,
pulling from the Artemis Team.
Additional Artemis Team mem-
bers, including international
partner astronauts, will join this
group, as needed.

The selected astronauts will
help NASA prepare for the com-
ing Artemis missions, which be-
gin next year working with the
agency’s commercial partners as
they develop human landing
systems; assisting in the devel-
opment of training; defining
hardware requirements; and
consulting on technical develop-
ment. They also will engage the
public and industry on NASA’s
exploration plans. PTI
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STATE INDUSTRIES PROMOTION CORPORATION OF TAMILNADU LIITED (SIPCOT)

(Government of Tamilnadu Undertaking)

INVITATION FOR BIDS

ReTender Notice NIT.N0.97/CW/DO/T.No.101/2020-21
Sealed tenders are invited from bidders under “Two Cover System” for Hiring of Water Tanker
Lorries for SIPCOT Industrial Parks/ Growth Centres at Irungattukottai, Oragadam, Pillaipakam,
Sriperumbudur and Vallam Vadagal. The details of the tenders are as follows:

Dt.:10.12.2020

1 [Tender Inviting
Authority
Name of the Work

The Managing Director, SIPCOT, Ltd., 19-A, Rukmani Lakshmipathy Road,
Egmore, Chennai -600 008.

Hiring of Water Tanker Lorries of 9000 Litres and 6000 Litres Capacity]|
on Contract Basis for Three Years for SIPCOT Industrial Parks/ Growth|
Centres at Irungattukottai, Oragadam, Pillaipakam, Sriperumbudur and
Vallam Vadagal

~
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Purchase of tender
documents

Tender document can be obtained from SE, SIPCOT Head Office, Chennai-08 at
free of cost from 12.12.2020 to 19.12.2020 upto 3.00 P.M. Tender documents
will not be sent by Post.

Alternatively, the tender schedules can be downloaded from the Government
website and SIPCOT website www.tenders.tn.gov.in at free of cost.

Rs.10,000 /- per vehicle in the form of Demand Draft drawn in favour of|
SIPCOT Ltd., payable at Chennai (In the tenderer’s name only)

=

Earnest Money
Deposit

Last date and time
for submission of bid
documents
Z?g;:n?:ti?g%sme 21.12.2020 at 3.30 P.M. at the above mentioned address in SI. No. (1)

DIPR/4623/TENDER/2020 SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER

[l

21.12.2020 upto 3.00 P.M. at the above mentioned address in SI. No .(1),

)

; GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA
iy i OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER
o JEYPORE (R&B) CIRCLE, JEYPORE

T
B-507 INVITATIONS FOR BIDS (IFB)
Bid Identification No. S.E.J.C (R&B)-14/2020-21
No. 5070 Date. 09.12.2020
1. Name of the Work : BUILDING WORKS.
2. Total No. of Works : 02 (Two) Nos.
3. Estimated cost : Rs. 351.86 Lakhs to 355.84 Lakhs.
4. Period completion : 09(Nine) Months Each.
5. Bid Cost : Rs. 10,000/-
6. Class of Contractor : “A” & ‘Special’ Class.
7. Date & time of availability of : From 10.00 hours of 18.12.2020

to
17.00 hours of 01.01.2021
: 17.00 hours of 01.01.2021

bid document in the portal

8. Last date/Time for receipt of
bids in the portal

9. Opening date of Bid
10. Name and address of the
Officer Inviting Bid

: 10.00 hours of 02.01.2021

: Superintending Engineer Jeypore
(R&B) Circle, Jeypore

Further details can be seen from the e-procurement portal
https:/tendersodisha.gov.in Any addendum/corrigendum/cancellation
of tender can also be seen in the said website only.

Sd/-

Superintending Engineer Jeypore
(R&B) Circle, Jeypore

OIPR- 34108/11/0012/2021

SCIENCES (AlIMS), BHUEANESWAR

i Demudume, Bhubanaswar -

E-TENDER CALL NOTICE

Al India Instifute of Medical Sciencas
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fii] U.P.RAJYA VIDYUT UTPADAN NIGAM LTD

HARDUAGANJ THERMAL POWER STATION,
KASIMPUR (ALIGARH)

E-Tender Notice
SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER, O&MCHII.

1. E-TENDER Notice no.- ST-13/O&MC-III/C&IMD-
I/DTPS/HTPS/2020-21 Online e-Bids are invited for the “Work of
Overhauling of C&l field equipment of Boiler side of unit- 8&9,
DTPS, HTPS, Kasimpur, Aligarh.” E-tender has been uploaded
on dated 03-12-2020 on http://etender.up.nic.in, Estimated cost
of work Rs. 2106919 only. Time Period: 30 days, E.M.D. cost
Rs. 42000, Last date of tender: 29.12.2020 up to 14:00 hrs.
Superintending Engineer, O&MC-I,

2. E-Tender Notice no. : ET-20/0&MC-I/DTPS/HTPS/2020-21
Online e-bids are invited for The “Complete repairing of different
types of pumps like, Sealing pumps, Fire pumps, Emulsifier
pumps, Sump pumps, Diesel Trolley pump, Dewatering Trolley
Pumps and Submersible Pump of Tube- well etc. installed at
different sites of Unit-07,120MW, HTPS, Kasimpur.” E-tender
has been uploaded on 11.12.2020 on http//etender.up.nic.in,
Estimated cost of work: Rs. 418373. Time period: 12 months,
E.M.D. cost Rs. 8370, Last date of tender: 16/01/2021 at 1200
hrs.

SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER, O&MC-II, 'D'TPS.

3. E-Tender no. ET-36/0&MC-Il/TMD/DTPS/2020-21, Online e-
bids are invited for the “General cleaning of turbine area for unit
no-8&9, TMD, 'D'TPS, Kasimpur Aligarh” E-Tender will be
uploaded on 10.12.2020 on http://etender.up.nic.in, Estimated
Cost of work Rs. 572000 only. Time period 12 Months, E.M.D.
costRs. 11400, Last date of Tender 16.01.2021 at 14:00 Hrs.
Superintending Engineer, MMC.

4. Short Term E- Tender No. : SET-119/MMC/EPD/DTPS/ 2020,
Online e-bids are invited for the “Supply, Installation &
commissioning of Telemetric Piezometer & Electromagnetic
Flow Meters for O&M of DTPS, HTPS, Kasimpur. E-tender has
been uploaded on 09.12.2020 on http//etender.up.nic.in,
Estimated cost of work Rs. 541000. E.M.D. cost Rs. 10000, Last
date of tender 28.12.2020.

Note- Tender SET-119 Eligibility Conditions: Only reputed
Manufacturers/ their Authorized Dealer can participate in this
tender.

Total quantity of work, tender specification and other terms &
condition is as per tender documents available on the e-portal.
Corrigendum, Addendum, Extension if any shall be uploaded
only on the above website. Bidders are advised to visit the
website regularly for updated information from time to time. Part-
| shall contain Tender Cost/Earnest money and other necessary
documents as per pre-qualifying conditions and Part -l will
contain price bid as per bill of quantity. Tender specification may
be downloaded from the website (http://etender.up.nic.in) and
other specification details can be seen on Nigam website
www.uprvunl.org. The contactors have to submit the hard copy
before the schedule date/time in the concern office in sealed
envelope containing details of the tender mentioned on the
envelope. Tenders are advised to send their hard copy directly to
the concerned tendering authority of the Circles/ Division. Who
reserve the right to unaccept/cancel any or all the tenders without
assigning any reason thereof. Superintending Engineer (H.Q.)
g3 - 58 / 3Efloaifo(0) / fasma= / dvu—1(46) / 20 fe=tia 11.12.20

“Save Electricity Enhance National Productivity”

Bl e g

Head Office, Information Technology Department, C 4, G BLOCK, Star House-2, 8" floor,

Bandra-Kurla Complex, Bandra (E), Mumbai-400 051. E-mail: headoffice.it@bankofindia.co.in

SELECTION OF SYSTEM INTEGRATOR
OF FINACLE CBS, GBM, FEBA AND ALLIED SERVICES FOR
DOMESTIC BRANCHES/OFFICES

The captioned RFP is available on Bank’s Corporate Website www.bankofindia.co.in
under “Tender” section. Subsequent changes if any, will henceforth be uploaded only
onthe website. The last date of submission: 07-01-2021

KHADI GRAMODYOG BHAWAN
KHADI AND VILLAGE INDUSTRIES COMMISSION
Ministry of Micro Small & Medium Enterprises (Govt. of India)

Office: K-Block, Chaudhary Building, Connaught Circus, New Delhi-1
Showroom: 24, Regal Building, Connaught Circus, New Delhi- 1
( Ph: 011-23416758, 23411651, Fax : 011-23418126,
E-mail: kgbndgs@gmail.com

TENDER NOTICE
Sealed offers are invited from the interested parties/Agencies/Firms for
Empanelment for providing following service:

Sr.| Description | E.M.D./ | Date for | Last Date | Cost of

No. Security |the sale of| for the sale | Tender
in3 tender of tender |Formin?%

1 | Security Guard|2.00 lakhs|12.12.2020| 31.12.2020 | 1000 +
(unarmed) 18% GST

The detailed terms and conditions are given in tender document which
can be purchased in cash, on any working day between 10.00 Hrs. to
17.00 Hrs. Tender forms can also be downloaded from our website
www.kvic.org.in, however, the cost of tender form will have to be
deposited along with the tender in the shape of demand draft/pay order
drawn in favour of "Khadi Gramodyog Bhavan, New Delhi".

KVIC reserves the right to accept or reject any or all the tenders/ offers
without assigning any reason/notice thereof.

Director / Manager

NAN
|GAM LTD

UN PRO PR
RADE RAJYA VIDYUT U
E-Tender Notice
Bids are hereby invited for all mentioned E-Tenders. Details of
Tender Notice as well as Total quantity of work, Tender
Specifications, Other terms & conditions available on our Web
Site: www.uprvunl.org / e-tender portal www.etender.up.nic.in.
Tendering authority reserves the right to cancel any or all e-bids
without assigning any reason. Corrigendum, Addendum,
Extension if any, shall be uploaded on the E-Tender website.
Bidders are advised to visit the website regularly for updated
information fromtime to time
1. E-Tender — ET-05/PTEP/E&MCC-II/E&MCD-VII1/2020-2021
Rate contract for Routine/ Breakdown maintenance of electrical
distribution system & lighting system. Estimated Cost:

NK

[PADAN N

OPENING DATE OF E-TENDER: 30.12.2020

2. E-Tender — ET-06/PTEP/E&MCC-III/E&MCD-VIII/2020-2021
Complete overhauling of 33 KV Isolators and laying of 3 Core 11
KV XLPE Cable. Estimated Cost: 3,26,604.00, Tender Fee:
472.00, EarnestMoney: 6,600/ OPENING DATE OF E-
TENDER: 30.12.2020

3. E-Tender — ET-07/PTEP/E&MCC-III/E&MCD-VI11/2020-2021
Rate contract for maintenance of 33/11 KV & 0.4 KV overhead
electric lines, underground cables, street lights. Estimated Cost:
7,78,151.00, Tender Fee: 944.00, Earnest Money: 16,000/-
OPENING DATE OF E-TENDER: 30.12.2020

website: www.uprvunl.org EXECUTIVE ENGINEER
wFd : 13/ 1x660%0aT TTa) fIwdr /oo /wodoho /fasmm i@ 10.12.2020

"Save Electricity in interest of Nation"
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SEARCH FOR KIDNAPPED

General public is hereby informed
that one girl namely Gauri, D/o
Vishvnath Poddar, R/o Gali No. 1,
Mata Wali Gali, New Chauhanpur,
Karawal Nagar, Delhi, Age: Approx
16 years 1 month, Height: 5',
Complexion: Wheatish, Face:
Round, Built: Medium, wearing Black
T-Shirt, Blue colour Jeans and Hawai
Chappal in feet, has been kidnapped from her house since
27.11.2020. In this regard a FIR No. 639/20 u/s 363 IPC,
dated 27.11.2020 has been registered at P.S. Dayal Pur,
Delhi.

Sincere efforts have been made by the local police to trace out
the girl but no clue has come to light so far. If any one having
any information about her please inform undersigned.

Website : http://cbi.nic.in SHO
E-mail : cic@cbi.gov.in

Fax: 011-24368639 P.S. Dayal Pur,
Ph. No. : 011-24368638, 24368641 Delhi

DP/470/NE/2020

Ph. No.: 011-22800216, 8750870725

ARMY PUBLIC SCHOOL, SHANKAR VIHAR

(NEAR MAHIPALPUR) DELHI CANTT-10

Tele No - 011-26153559

EXPRESSION OF INTEREST (EOI)

EQI is solicited from the leading vendors for fixing of branded tile
(Floor) in School Auditorium (Approx. area 7900 Sqgft). Details for
the above and EOI form are available at school counter against
draft/UPI/POS of X 500/- each. Forms duly filled be submitted by
26 Dec 2020. Chairman

MATERIALS MANAGEMENT DIVISION
Powai, Mumbai - 400 076

Advt.No.: MMD-04/20-21

Applications are invited from Indian manufacturers/local suppliers for
listed items manufactured in India strictly as per PPP-MII Order dated 4th
June 2020. List of equipments/items is published on IIT Bombay website
and CPPP Portal. Interested bidders are requested to submit their
applications on or before 1st January, 2021 till 1.00 pm at Materials
Management Division, Ground Floor, Main Building, IIT Bombay, Powai -
400076.

Details at www.iith.ac.in/en/tenders For other inquiries please contact
to Joint Registrar (MM), Ph.022-25768800, e-mail : drmm@iith.ac.in

INDIAN INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY BOMBAY
=

Date: 12th December, 2020 JOINT REGISTRAR (MM)

16,92,300.00, Tender Fee: 2,006.00, Earnest Money: 35,000/-| |

o
]
"
L

Dakshin Gujarat Vij Company Ltd.

CIN U40102GJ20035GC042909 =
Regd. & Corp. Office : ‘Urja Sadan’ Nana Varachha Road, 75@
Kapodara Char Rasta, Surat 395 006 GUJARAT

DGVCL Toll Free No. 19123 (0r 1800 233 3003)

YeaRs or
GifERAnon
THE MAHATIA

Install MCB/ ELCB/ RCCB & Prevent Electric Shocks/ Electrical Accidents

Tender Notice
Details for the tenders mentioned hereunder are available on www.dgvcl.com
(for view and download tender documents) and www.dgvcl.nprocure.com
(forview, download and online tender submission).

Tender No.

DGVCL/SP/2101 / 1- Ph. Static Meter

DGVCL/SP/2102 / 3- Ph. W.C. Static Meter

DGVCL/SP/2103 / Poly Carbonate Plastic Seal

DGVCL/SP/2104 /22 KV D.O. Fuse

DGVCL/SP/2105/2C & 4C LT PVC Cable

DGVCL/SP/2116 / 4C LT PVC Cable

DGVCL/SP/2117 / 3C LT AB Cable

N[O |O|[w|N =

DGVCL/SP/2119 / Kit- Kat Fuses

ofthetenders.

Note: Bidders may visit the Company website for regular updates till opening

ACE (P), DGVCL, Surat.

E- OPEN TENDER NOTICE
E-OPEN TENDER NOTICE NO.
S&T/SEE/E-OT/20-21/20, Date:
09.12.2020, The DRM (Sig. &
Telecom)/SEE for and on behalf of the
President of India invites Open E-
Tenders for the following works. The
last date of online E-tendering is
04.01.2021 up to 12:00 hrs. All
information and tender documents
related to E-tender is available on
website - www.ireps.gov.in. SI.No.1.
E-Tender No. S&T/SEE/E-OT/20-
21/20 Name or Work: Provision of
Railnet connectivity for E-Office for
Electrical(G), Mechanical(C&W),
Engineering and Security department
over sonpur division. Approx Cost (In
Rs.): 64,00,137.08/- Earnest Money
(InRs.): 1,28,100.00/- Cost of Tender
Document (In Rs.) (Nonrefundable):
0.00 Completion period: 03 (Three)
Months from date of issue of LOA. The
above tender notice is available on
website www.ireps.gov.in.
Uploading date 09.12.2020 RIGHT
OF RAILWAY TO DEAL WITH
TENDER: Railway Administration
reserves the right to postpone /modify
or to cancel any one or all the tenders
without assigning any reasons.
Divisional Railway Manager/Sig. & Tel

E. C. Railway, Sonpur
PR/1115/SEE/S&T/T/20-21/40
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E-Tender Notice

Dhanbad, dt. 08/12/2020, E-Tenders is
invited for execution of the following work by
Divisional Railway Manager (Commercial.),
E.C. Railway, Dhanbad: Tender No. C-710-
GoodsShed-BHKD-20. S. No. 1. Name of
the work with its location & completion
period: Development of Goods-sheds at
Bhurkunda and subsequent incentives for
the period of five years. SI. No. 2. Approx.
cost of work: Rs. 3,00,00,000/- SI. No. 3.
Earnest Money: Rs. 3,00,000/- SI. No. 4.
Date & Time for closing and opening of
Tender: Date of closing of e-tender at 12.00
hours on 30.12.2020. Date of opening of e-
tender after 12:00 hrs. on 30.12.2020. SI.
No. 5. Website particulars:
http:/lwww.ireps.gov.in. No manual
tender will be accepted against e-tendering.

Divisional Railway Manager (Commercial),
East Central Railway/ Dhanbad.
PR/1113/DHN/COML/T/20-21/28

TENDER NOTICE

No. DNR/S&T/Sig/2020/19, Danapur,
dtd. 10.12.2020, Divisional Railway
Manager (Signal & Telecom), East
Central Railway, Danapur Division, for
and on behalf of President of India invites
tenders on web portal www.ireps.gov.in
for the following work: 1. Name of work
with its location: Provision of Class ‘A
protection system and ring earthing for
S&T installation at 37 stations in
Kuchman - Jhajha, Patna - Gaya &
Bakhtiyarpur - Tilaiya sections in
Danapur divison. 2. Approximate cost
of work: Rs. 25055426.67/- 3. Earnest
Money: Rs. 275300.00/- 4. Last Date &
Time of Submission: Up to 15.00 hrs. on
04.01.2021 5. Opening of tender: 15.30
hrs. on 04.01.2021 6. Website
particulars where detail of the work
and criteria can be seen: www.ireps.
gov.in 7. Address of the office from
where detail information can be
obtained: Sr. Divnl. Signal &
Telecommunication Engineer, East
Central Railway, Danapur Note:- Any
corrigendum, if required will be uploaded
onabove website before 14 days.
Sr.DSTE, East Central Railway/Danapur
PR/1111/DNR/S&T/T/20-21/36
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NATIONAL CENTRE FOR RADIO ASTROPHYSICS
Tata Institute of Fundamental Research (NCRA-TIFR) Pune 411 007

of the following participating institutes.

Allahabad, IGCAR Kalpakkam, IMSc Chennai,

VECC Kolkata.

HETy a, FANTIRGES |

TAMILNADU WATER SUPPLY AND DRAINAGE BOARD

k=4 INVITATION OF BIDS 2" CALL - TWO COVER-ITEMWAR TENDER SYSTEM

Whereas the above named applicant has instituted
acase forrecovery of

Rs. 58,52,720/- (Rupees Fifty Eight Lacs Fifty
Two Thousand Seven Hundred Twenty Only)
against you and whereas it has been shown to the
satisfaction of the Tribunal that it is not possible to

Joint Entrance Screening Test for admission to Ph.D/Integrated Ph.D
programme in Physics/Theoretical Computer Science/Neuroscience in one

ARIES Nainital, Bose Institute Kolkata, ICTS Bangalore, IIA Bangalore, lISc

RRI Bangalore, SNBNCBS Kolkata, TIFR Mumbai, TIFR-TCIS Hyderabad,
UGC-DAE-CSR Indore and the Constituent Institutes of HBNI,
IOP Bhubaneswar,
Gandhinagar, NISER Bhubaneswar, RRCAT Indore, SINP Kolkata and

Broad eligibility criteria: B.Sc (physics/mathematics) for M.Sc. and
Integrated Ph.D; M.Sc (physics/applied physics) for regular Ph.D; B.E, B.
Tech and M. Tech degrees are also accepted for regular Ph.D in some
participating institutes, which have their specific eligibility criteria.

To apply and obtain more information visit http://www.jest.org.in

Online application: January 11, to February 14, 2021 ;

Date of Examination: 10: 00 AM, April 11, 2021

27/F.Pillur-ll Package-1A1/2" Call/
SDO(T1)/CE/CBE/2020/Dt.11.12.2020

IFB No :

28/F.Pillur-1ll Package-1A2/2™ Call/
SDO(T1)/CE/CBE/2020/Dt.11.12.2020

Name of work
Corporation including Newly Merged
(Construction period : 18 months,
Maintenance : 12 months)

Providing Water Supply Improvement Scheme to Expanded Coimbatore

Areas with River Bhavani as source
Trial Run : 6 months and Paid

Pillur-3 Package-1A1

Pillur-3 Package-1A2

Value of work put to

Bangalore, IISERs at Berhampur, Bhopal, Kolkata, Mohali, Pune,| |inder including GST Rs. 126.00 Crore Rs. 117.00 Crore
Thiruvanathapuram and Tirupathi, IIST Thiruvananthapuram, [IUCAA Pune, | |Bid security

in Rupees Rs.75,00,000/- Rs.75,00,000/-
JNCASR Bangalore, NBRC Gurgaon, NCRA-TIFR Pune, PRL Ahmedabad,

Eligible Class Class-I

Mumbai, HRI

Tender Invitee Coimbatore-641 043,

The Chief Engineer, TWAD Board, No.30, Siruvani Nagar, Bharathi park Road,

IPR

Downloading www.tenders.tn.gov.in and www.twa

dboard.tn.gov.in (free of cost)

Date and time of

Pre-bid meeting 21.12.2020 at11.00 A.M.

Cost of Tender
Document

From the O/o.the Executive Engineer, TWAD Board, RWS Division, New No. 9/23,
Sakthi Nagar, MTP Road, GN Mill Post, Coimbatore-641 029 by cash or Demand
Draft on any Scheduled/ Nationalized bank payable at Coimbatore for Rs.1000/- +
GST and additional Rs. 500/- by Post (Each)

Period of Sale From 14.12.2020 to 28.12.2020

Last date for
submission of Bid
and opening

30.12.2020 upto 15.00 Hours @ O/o.the Chief Engineer, TWAD Board,
Coimbatore and opening at 16.00 Hours on the same day.

New

DIPR/ 4630 /TENDERI2020 Ry e T e e L)

Chief Engineer (ilc),
TWAD Board, Coimbatore.

Delhi

serve you in ordinary way. Therefore, this notice is
given by advertisement directing you to make
appearance before Ld. Registrar on 05.03.2021 at
1030A.M.
Take notice that in case of your failure to appear on
the above mentioned day before this Tribunal, the
case will be heard and decided in your absence.
Due to ongoing Pandemic Situation, all the
matters will be taken up through Video
Conferencing and for that purpose:-
(i) Al the Advocates/Litigants shall download the
“Cisco Webox” application/Software;
(i) “Meeting ID” and “Password” for the next
date of hearing qua cases to be taken by
‘Registrar/Recovery Officer-l/ and Recovery
Officer-Il shall be available one day prior to the next
date at DRT Official Portal i.e. “drt.gov.in” under
the Public Notice Head.
(iii) In any exigency qua that, the Advocates/
Litigants can contact the concerned official at
Ph.No.011-23748473.

Given under my hand and seal of the Tribunal
son this 05th November of 2020

By Order of this Tribunal
For Registrar

Respondent may contact under mention
phone number for further enquiry.
Mr. Amit K. Dar,
Ld. Registrar
DRT-l, New Delhi.
Phone No.: 011-23748472
Email: drt1delhi-dfs@nic.in
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EcoNOMY
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& 48,594

@& 373.64

& $50.18

& 362,734

Note: Gold, silver rates at Delhi spot market; gold per 10 g, silver per 1 kg; Brent crude as of 2000 IST

SENSEX: 46,099.01 A 13913 NIFTY:13,513.85 A 35.55 NIKKEI: 26,652.52 ¥ 103.72 HANG SENG: 26,505.87 A 95.28 FISE: 6,527.21 ¥ 72.55 DAX:13,027.78 ¥ 26795

International market data till 1900 IST

TOTALPUBLICOUTLAYS ON CENTRALLY SPONSORED SCHEMES CLOSE TO ¥6-7 LAKH CRORE FaCt()ry Output rises

‘Central schemes need more rationalisation’

NK Singh: Require panel to review allocation of legislative
powers between Centre & states in Schedule VII of Constitution

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEW DELHI, DECEMBERT1

FIFTEENTH FINANCE Commission
Chairman NK Singh on Friday
called for rationalisation of cen-
trally sponsored schemes and the
constitutionof a panel tore-exam-
ine classification of legislative sub-
jects between the Centre and
states. Singh added a fiscal deficit
range, based on expenditure out-
comes, rather than a point target
may be the need of the hour.
“Weneed to constituteanem-
powered group of domain experts
to submit to the Finance Minister
and Prime Minister on modalities
of further and deeper rationalisa-
tion of these centrally sponsored
schemes,” said Singh at a virtual
conference organised by the
Federation of Indian Chambers of
Commerce and Industry. Singh

15th Finance Commission
Chairman NK Singh. via
@ficci_india Twitter handle

noted that there were around 211
schemes and sub-schemes under
29 core umbrella schemes spon-
sored by the central government.
Singh said the total publicout-
lays on centrally sponsored
schemes were close toRs 6-7 lakh
crore perannumand thatthe cen-
tral government spends over
Rs3.5lakh crore, oraround 1.2 per
cent of GDP, on these schemes.

“Are we persuaded that the
outcome from this large public
outlay both by the Centre and the
States justifies this recurring ex-
penditure?” asked Singh.

Apanel should be set up to re-
view the allocation of legislative
powers between the Centre and
the states in Schedule VII of the
Constitution. “We need to revisit
the VII Schedule of the
Constitutioninamore fundamen-
talway,” he said, noting that the di-
vision of functions between the
Centreand states had eroded over
time. A high-powered panel
should take into account changes
intechnology, global interdepend-
ence and changes in national pri-
orities when recommending the
classification of subjects to the
union, state or concurrentlists. He
argued need for a greater empha-
sis on expenditure-based out-
comes when setting fiscal targets.

Festive demand drives auto sales:
PVs up 4.65%, two-wheelers 13.4%

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEW DELHI,DECEMBERT1

THE AUTOMOBILE industry regis-
tered 9.8 per cent growth in
November over the year-ago
month, driven by festive demand
for two-wheelers and passenger
vehicles(PVs).While PV salesrose
4,65 per cent to2,64,898 units, the
two-wheeler segment witnessed
a strong growth of 13.4 per cent
with sales of over 16 lakh units.

Evenas November turned out
to be a good month, industry in-
siders feel that sales growth going
forward would depend more on
the overall economic scenario.

According to data released by
Society of Indian Automobile
Manufacturers (SIAM), the total
vehicle sales across the four seg-
ments — PVs, two-wheelers,
three-wheelersand quadricycle —
for last month stood at 18,883,903
units as against 17,19,874 units in
November last year.

Within the PV segment, there
was high growth in the utility ve-
hicle segment as their demand
rose 172 per centat 1,03,525 units,
as against 88,361 units sold in
November last year.

—— BRIEFLY —

$9-bnsupport
for APAC:ADB

New Delhi: The Asian Devel-
opment Bank (ADB)said on
Friday it has launched a
$9-billion initiative to offer
support to its developing in
AsiaPacific(APAC) members
to procure and deliver
Covid-19 vaccines.

MorganStanley

Indiaco-headdies

New Delhi: Morgan Stan-
ley’s co-head inIndia, Aisha
de Sequeira, died after a
prolonged illness in New
York, her family said on
Friday. She rose through the
ranks at the bankand came
to India as the co-head
in 2013.

LuLu Group
unitin J&K

Dubai: The UAE-based
LuLu Group International
has announced a plan to
set up a food processing
centre in Srinagar for
sourcing a wide range of
agri products from Jammu
and Kashmir. PTI

ITNL tosellsits
stakein JSEL

New Delhi: IL&FS
Transportation Networks
Ltd (ITNL) said Friday it has
signed a share purchase
agreement (SPA) with
Sekura Roads Limted to sell
and transfer its entire eq-
uity stake in its wholly-
owned arm Jorabat
Shillong Expressway Limi-
ted (JSEL). ENS

DOMESTIC SALES INNOVEMBER 2020
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Within the two-wheeler seg-
ment, the high growth wasdriven
by sales of motorcycles as the in-
dustry sold 10.26 lakh units last
month as against 8.93 lakh units
inthe November 2019, registering
a growth of 14.9 per cent. Sales of
scooters rose by 9.3 per cent.

Three-wheeler sales stood at
23,626 units in November com-
pared to 55,778 unitsin the corre-
sponding month lastyearand reg-
istered a 57.6 per cent decline.

Even as the overall sales num-
ber rose over that seen in
November 2019, industryinsiders
feel that going forward the growth
would belargely driven by broader

economic fundamentals.

Rajesh Menon, director gen-
eral, SIAM, said, “While the festive
season brought back some fervor
in specific segments, the overall
economic scenario would deter-
mine the industry’s performance
going forward.”

For the eight month period till
November, total sales across the
four segments declined by 26 per
centfrom 151 crore unitslastyear
to 1.12 more units this year. While
PVsaleswasrecorded at 14,55,558
units during April-Novemberand
was down by 21.67 per cent, sales
of two-wheelers was down by
25.08 per cent at 96.37 lakh units.

COVID-19 VACCINE CANDIDATE

Gennova gets nod
for human testing

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEW DELHI,DECEMBERT1

THE DRUGS Controller General of
India(DCGI) has given Pune-head-
quartered Gennova Biopharma-
ceuticals the green light to start
early- tomid-stage human testing
of its Covid-19 vaccine candidate.
If successful, the candidate maybe
the first indigenously developed
vaccine using mRNA technology
that could potentially use India’s
existing cold chain capacity.
Thisis the same platform used
by Pfizer and BioNTech as well as
Moderna and the US National
Institutes of Health (US NIH) to
make their vaccines. Preliminary
information released by the two
companies on late stage trials of
theirvaccines show that they have
an efficacy of around 94-95 per
cent, which means they have the
potential to cut down sympto-
matic Covid-19 cases by up to 95
per centamong those vaccinated.

Gennova’s candidate, known
asHGCO19,is “stable” at2°Cto 8°C
for two months, according to the
Ministry of Science and
Technology. On the other hand,
Pfizer and BioNTech’s vaccine re-
quires deep freeze technology to
be stored ataround -75°Cand can
be kept in 2°C to 8°C refrigerated
units foruptofive days. Moderna’s
candidate with the National
Institute of Allergy and Infectious
Diseases under the US NIH can
survive in these refrigerated tem-
peratures for up toamonth.

“Gennova has completed all
preliminary work and should be
initiating the Phase I/ll Human clin-
ical trial soon since the approval
from the DCGI office has been re-
ceived,” said the Ministry. The can-
didate was supported with a seed
grant under the Ind-CEPI mission
of Department of Biotechnology
under the Ministry of Science and
Technology. It was developed in
collaboration with Seattle-based
HDT Biotech Corporation.

Divestment policy to be far
more ambitious: DEA Secy

ENS ECONOMICBUREAU
NEW DELHI, DECEMBERT1

THE GOVERNMENT'S focus next
year will be onrepairing the econ-
omy in order to promote growth
and the new divestment policy
for strategic sectors will be far
more ambitious than expected,
Department of Economic Affairs
Secretary Tarun Bajaj said Friday.
The focus of the upcoming
Budget would be on boosting in-
frastructure investment to sup-
port growth.

“Our emphasisis on economy.
We are going to see improved
economic conditions in the cur-
rentyear. Having said that, letme
say it has been a very very diffi-
cult year ... our emphasis would

be to see that next year how
much of the economy can be re-
paired and we go back to a robust
economic growth,” he said at the
FICCI annual general meeting
through a video-conference.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
will be speaking at this confer-
ence on Saturday.

“We are positive. We are cau-
tiously optimistic on the eco-
nomic front. We are hoping that
the third and the fourth quarter
will be better than the first and
second,” Bajaj said. India’s econ-
omy shrank for the second
straight quarter through
September, recording a 7.5 per
cent contraction in its Gross
Domestic Product (GDP)in July-
September, as compared to the
unprecedented 23.9 per cent

year-on-year contraction in
April-June.

There are expectations thatin
the Budget next year, the govern-
ment will be stepping up capital
expenditure to support growth.
Bajaj said the government will
take “all steps” to ensure that the
economy goes up from here and
significant work has been done to-
wards a Development Finance
Institution (DFI) that will support
financing for infrastructure sector.

Speaking at the same event,
Guruprasad Mohapatra, secre-
tary, Department for Promotion
of Industry and Internal Trade,
said the government is trying to
build a technology-based single
window platform that will sig-
nificantly reduce compliance
burden on companies.

‘NBFC AUM likely to see muted growth next fiscal’

The assets under management (AUM) of non-banking financial companies is likely to see
a positive growth but will be muted at 5-6 per cent in the next fiscal, as per Crisil Ratings

Turnaround will be led by
larger entities with stronger
parentage

Current fiscal: NBFCs’ AUM is
likely to de-grow for the first

Capitalisation of interest limits de-growth
Growth toreturn next fiscal, but at a slower pace than in previous years

W AuMm (inTlakhcrore)

Without capitalisation of interest

to eight-month high
on manufacturing,
electricity boost

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEW DELHI,DECEMBERT1

FACTORY OUTPUT growth rose to
an eight-month high of 3.6 per
cent in October, mainly due to a
low base effect,along with impro-
vement in manufacturingand ele-
ctricity output, data released by
the National Statistical Office
(NSO)showed. The Index of Indu-
strial Production (IIP) in October
recorded a sequential improvem-
ent from 0.5 per cent in the previ-
ous month, making it the second
consecutive month of factory out-
putbeingin the positive territory.
Factory output had contracted
by 6.6 per cent in October 2019.
Cumulatively, factory output for
April-October has shrunk by 17.5
per cent as against 0.1 per cent
growthin the year-ago period.
Manufacturing output recor-
ded growth of 3.5 per centin Oct-
oberasagainsta 5.7 per centcon-
traction last year, while electricity
output grew 11.2 per cent in the
monthagainsta 12.2 per centcon-
traction last year. Mining sector
contracted by 1.5 per cent, while
consumer durables and non-
durables output grew by 17.6 per
centand 7.5 per cent, respectively.
Economists said base effect,
pentup and festive demand along
with gradual opening up of the
economy supported the October
IIP growth. Sunil Sinha, principal
economist, India Ratings said,
“Manufacturing activities are
gradually reaching the pre-Covid
level and are now just 2.6 per cent
lower than the February 2020
level. Electricity generation has al-

Nearing
pre-Covid
@ levels

EXPLAINED

ALOW base effect, along
with pent-up and festive
demand, as well as gradual
opening of the economy
post the lockdown led to
growth in October IIP.
Moreover, manufacturing
activities are gradually
reaching pre-Covid levels.

OCTOBERIIP

(% chg, y-o-y)

757 0ct19
Source: MoSPI

Oct'20

ready surpassed pre-Covid level
and is now 5.5% higher but min-
ing activities are lagging and is
even now 20.5% lower than
February 2020 level. Capital goods
growth in October 2020 turned
positive after a gap of 21 months,
though is still 6% lower than pre-
Covid level. Only the consumer
durable sector has surpassed pre-
Covid level production.”

He, however, said that the con-
tinued contraction of primary
goods and marginal growth of in-
termediate goods suggest that
current recovery is uneven.

o (112310 .
time in the last two decades Farler: (1-(3)% FEZ_E;:ZS
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access at optimal costs will R T 190 s
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term, especially in their two . g SRl =
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loans and new vehicle finance . FY2le Fy21  [P]
Sources: Company reports, Crisil estimates [P]

Source: Crisil Ratings/PTI | Note: Growth numbers for H1FY21 and H2FY21 are annualised

Govt cancels
g JHsST 595

L.631akh GST
registrations

ENSECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 11

THE GOVERNMENT has can-
celled GST registrations for 1.63
lakh firms, as these had failed to
file monthly returns (GSTR-3B)
for over six months, sources from
the Revenue Department said.
The move is aimed at tackling
fake firms indulging in circular
trading to avail illegal input tax
credit (ITC).

Sources said GST entities that
had not filed their GSTR-3B re-
turns for over six months were
first issued the cancellation no-
tices and, then, their registra-
tions were cancelled in accor-
dance with the standard
operating procedure.

Further, the department has
identified 28,635 taxpayers
who have failed to file GSTR-3B
returns for over 6 months as of
December 1. “The GST commis-
sionerates have been directed
to initiate suo-moto cancella-
tion process in these cases,”
sources said.

Meanwhile, within one
month of its nation-wide drive,
launched in the second week of
November, against GST fake in-
voice frauds, the Directorate
General of GST Intelligence
(DGGI) and CGST commi-
ssionerates have, so far, arrested
132 persons, including four char-
tered accountants, for availing or
passing on ineligible ITC fraudu-
lently. They have booked 1,430
cases against more than 4,586
fake GST registered entities
across the country. FE

‘Carlsberg, SABMiller and
UB fixed beer prices in India’

ADITYAKALRA
NEW DELHI,DECEMBERT1

TOP EXECUTIVES of Carlsberg,
SABMiller and India’s United
Breweries (UB) exchanged com-
mercially sensitive information
and colluded to fix beer prices in
India over 11 years, according toa
government antitrust investiga-
tion report seen by Reuters.

The Competition Commission
ofIndia(CCI)in 2018 raided the of-

fices of the three brewers and
started an inquiry. The investiga-
tion’s findings, which are not afinal
judgment of wrongdoing, cast a
shadow on the brewers, whichac-
count for 88 per cent of India’s
$7 billion beer market.

Senior CCI members will con-
sider the report, drafted in March,
as they decide on fines, which
could exceed $250 million, two
sources familiar with the case said.
The CCI members could agree
with or dispute the findings of its

investigation team.

Executives’ conversations,
WhatsApp messages and e-mails
contained in the report show the
companies regularly and collec-
tively strategised in seeking price
increases in “several states”, forg-
inga cartel the CCl said gave them
more bargaining power with state
authorities. The CCI did not re-
spond to Reuters queries. Lobby
group AIBAand Carlsberg declined
to comment, citing ongoing
CCl proceedings. REUTERS
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Rajasthan State Road Development And Construction Corporation Ltd., JAIPUR
No. NIT/2020-21/16417-26 é*ﬁfaa'f o ‘T@T 294/20-21 Date: 11.12.2020
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Construction of BT road at old Sugar mill campus (Mini Secretariat), Distt. Sriganganagar.
UBN No. RRC2021WSOB00429
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. 51; DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION

(A Government of Maharashtra Undertaking)

E TENDER NOTICE
TENDER NOTICE NO. 01/2020

‘ Office of the Deputy Commissioner, Koppal ‘

Annexure-A

Providing Consultancy Services as 3rd Party (third Party)
to inspect the Works and Services being executed under DMF
and other funds of Deputy Commissioner for the year 2020-21
& 2021-22 in the Koppal district. For further information call
@ 08539-220844/8147824645.

1. Name of the Work: Providing Consultancy Services as 3rd
Party (third Party) to Inspect the Works and Services being
executed under DMF and other funds of Deputy Commissioner
for the year 2020-21 & 2021-22 in the District of Koppal.
Approx. Project cost: 5000.00. EMD Amount: 1.00.
Newspaper Publication date: 11-12-2020. Last date for
the receiving applications: 24-12-2020Evening at 4:30 PM.
Access of tender documents in the website date: 10-12-
2020. Technical bid opening date: 28-12-2020 Morning at
11:00 AM. Financial bid opening date: 29-12-2020 Morning
at 11:00 AM

DIPR/Koppal/265/MCA/2019-20

BANGALORE ELECTRICITY SUPPLY COMPANY LIMITED

(Wholly owned Government of Karnataka Undertaking)
(CIN-U04010KA2002SGC030438)

No: BESCOM/CGM(Proj)/DGM)/BC-14/20-21 Date:10.12.2020
NOTIFICATION INVITING TENDER

(Through e-procurement portal only)

Appointing Project Management Consultant (PMC) for
preparation of detailed project report, construction supervision
& monitoring of works with quality and quantity assurance,
quality inspection of materials, verification & certification of bills,
assessment of progress of works and pre & post analysis of the
work pertaining to action plan and other works in the following
circles of BESCOM.

l?cli. Tender Enquiry No. t”g%?rglte

1. | BESCOM/CGM (Proj)/DVG/BC-14/20-21/PMC-20 | DAVANAGERE

2. | BESCOM/CGM (Proj)/BRC/BC-14/20-21/PMC-21 | BANGALORE RURAL|
3. |BESCOM/CGM (Proj)/KLR/BC-14/20-21/PMC-22 | KOLAR

Bid documents available from 14.12.2020, 17:00 Hrs, Last date
for bid submission: 29.12.2020, 17:00 Hrs, Opening of
Technical Bid: 31.12.2020, 15:00 Hrs, Last date for submission
of Queries through e-procurement portal: 19.12.2020 before
17:00 Hrs, Pre-bid meeting: 21.12.2020 @ 11:00 am at “Belaku
Bhavana”, Corporate Office, BESCOM, K. R Circle, Bangalore -
560 001. The bid documents can be downloaded and
necessary assistance can be obtained through the
e-procurement portal website http://www.eproc.karnataka.
gov.in Aspiring bidders need to register on e-procurement
portal. Bidders can take the assistance from the office of the
Chief General Manager, Electy., Projects, 2nd Block, 4th floor,
Corporate Office, BESCOM, Bangalore. Contact Person: Chief
General Manager (Ele), Projects, Corporate Office Contact No:
+91 94498 44885 and Deputy General Manager (Ele), Projects,
Corporate Office, BESCOM, Contact No: +91 94808 12465,
email: cgmproject.bescom@gmail.com

For Electricity Related Complaints Call: 1912
Download BESCOM MITHRA Mobile App.

Sd/-
Chief General Manager, Electy.,
Projects, BESCOM.

E tenders are invited for the work “Preparation of Detailed Master
Plan And Preliminary Design Report for Roads & Services / Utilities for
Talegaon Electronic & Engineering City (TEEC) at Talegaon Industrial
area, Ph.-IV in Maharashtra under MIDC Project” from the contractor
having appropriate experience in this field.

The tender form are available on MIDC'’s Website www.midcindia.org
The tenders are requested to download the entire tender documents from
MIDC website from 21.12.2020 to 04.01.2021 The last date of submission of
tender form duly filled in shall be upto 04.01.2021 11.00 hrs. on MIDC’s
Website www.midcindia.org and shall be opened on 04.01.2021 in the
office of the Superintending Engineer, MIDC, Pune Circle-Il, Chinchwad,
Pune -19 at 12.00 hrs. (if possible). For further details, please see detailed
tender notice on MIDC'’s above mentioned website.

Right to reject any or all tenders without assigning any reason there of is
keptreserved by the competentauthority.

@ INVESTU.P. /&
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TVETYE  LUCKNOW-226 001 (U.P.), INDIA " 05

RECRUITMENT NOTIFICATION

Advt. No.: IUP/10523/278/CO0/20-21/RD Date: 10.12.2020
Exciting opportunity to be a part of
Team Uttar Pradesh — Powering New India!
In India, the State of Uttar Pradesh is fast transforming
itself into one of the most favourable investment
destinations. To foster the investor friendly environment
in the State, the Government of Uttar Pradesh (GoUP)
has established INVEST U.P. — the Investment

Promotion & Facilitation Agency of the State.

INVEST U.P. provides support across the life cycle of
investors interested in investing in Uttar Pradesh and
acts as the interface between various departments of
GoUP and the investor community.

The first of its kind agency in the State seamlessly
integrating investment promotion and facilitation
process, INVEST U.P. aims to be at the forefront of
economic development of Uttar Pradesh while driving the
objective of ‘Make in India’.

INVEST UP is on the lookout for energetic and qualified
personnel and is inviting applications from eligible
candidates for the positions mentioned below:

Sl. No. Position No. of Posts
1. Chief Operating Officer (COO) 01
2. Division Head 01
3. Sector Cluster Head 02
4. Manager - NCR 01

For detailed terms & conditions kindly visit
http://invest.up.gov.in. Interested candidates may
send their applications and resume by e-mail on
info@udyogbandhu.com on or before 19th January
2021.

Chief Executive Officer
INVEST U.P.

New Delhi
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CONCRETE WAS the ground beneath
Shubman Gill's cricketing feet in his forma-
tive years. It cemented his batting technique,
made him what heis. It will present him with
afew challenges in the near future, but has al-
ready given him the soundtrack of his child-
hood: Thwack, thwack; he is intimate with
the sound of ball bouncing off it.

Rarely has an Indian batsman shown
such preference for backfoot play. There have
been exceptions but for most, it comes at a
later stage of their evolution, often forced by
necessity. Not with Gill. It's not an exagger-
ated back-and-across movement like some
Australians of the past, but he likes to retreat,
build a strong base, and react from there. He
isn't someone one would see leaning into his
drives too often. Instead, it's the balance and
in particular, the arm-extension he trusts, to
punch even full-length deliveries on the up.

It’s tempting to mix this back-foot pref-
erence with bouncy and relatively non-
seaming tracks of Australia, and conclude
that Gillis going to be an unqualified success.
It will suit his game but there are a few riders.

The backfoot play was one of the first
things noticed by Kolkata Knight Riders’ as-
sistant coach and former Mumbai player
Abhishek Nayar, who has forged a close bond
with Gill over the last three years with time
spent at the KKR academy and then at IPLs.

“When the KKR academy started, his fa-
ther came to Mumbai for four days and I
wanted to understand what went into the
making of Gill the batsman. Where is this
backfoot mastery coming from?”

Tounderstand it, we have to fade out to 17
years ago to village Chak Kherewala in
Punjab’s Fazilka district.

Gillis four, the sun has barely broken out
when he stirs, picks up his bat that is carved
off a peepal tree and hence light on his un-
wrinkled hands, and goes to the verandah
(“three pitches ka size”, he recalls).

The father, a landlord who had already
seen the son’s love for cricket a year ago, hurls
the ball and Gill thwacks it. The father hurls
a little quicker, Gill starts to press back and
hits it.

He is eight, it’s 3.30 am in Chandigarh
where the family has moved for his cricket
to flourish, and Gill would bat for two hours
before school. More cricket in the afternoon,
on concrete. The technique solidified a bit
more. “What [ understood from his father
was that he batted a lot on concrete, he liked
fast bowers and he got a cousin who fired re-

SHORT STORIES

Immersive tales of eager rookies and established headliners waiting to swallow up Test glory this Australian summer.

Horse for the course

Batting on concrete has solidified Shubman Gill’s backfoot play but has raised other challenges

ally fast throws at him for a decade now,”
Nayar says. It's the powerful shoulders of his
elder cousin Kushpreet that has moulded
Gill's technique. For hours, day after day,
Kushpreet hurled the ball at rapid pace at Gill,
who found a way to tackle the challenge.
Press back. Retreat. Build a strong base. And
then punch.

“He can throw really fast and from 8 to
16, he helped me a lot in my training.
Without him, I couldn’t have reached this
stage,” Shubman says. Without him, perhaps,
the backfoot play too wouldn’t have solidi-
fied to the extent it has.

“On concrete, the backfoot becomes nat-
ural, an instinctive shot. And the front foot
becomes something you have to develop,”
Nayar says. “He isn’t someone who you will
see leaning into drives as that is not some-
thing that comes naturally, but he has scored
alotof runs with the red ball on the front foot.
[ think he has an all-round game.”

Likely challenges

Batting is about transferring weight and
being still when playing a shot. At the top
level one needs to be strong on the back foot
but still have the balance and skill to play un-
der the eyes, and be in a position to transfer

Suvajit Dev

the weight forward.

Gill's first move is to step back, then the
front foot side-steps to his right and often
opens upalittle, before he presses down into
his stance, crouches a little - for balance,
ready to spring out to action according to the
demands of the ball. But here is where it gets
interesting.

Even when the ball is relatively full, he
doesn’t move forward that much.
Sometimes, one gets the impression he could
transfer the weight further when he goes for-
ward. It raises the concern that he can occa-
sionally push his hands at the ball without
actually transferring his weight forward.

The Australians would know this, and it
would be interesting to see the lengths they
attempt, if the youngster makes his Test de-
but on the tour.

Would they keep it short of length and
surprise him with a fuller one now and then,
or go the other way? It will come down to
how judiciously they mix it up but in theory,
Gill's game should make his chances of suc-
cess in Australia higher.

It's the moving ball in England or New
Zealand where he would be tested more -
and it would come down to his problem-
solving skills and temperament.

It’s tempting to mix this back-
foot preference with bouncy
and relatively non-seaming
tracks of Australia, and conclude
that Gill is going to be an
unqualified success. It will suit
his game but there are a few
riders.

That's one area that Nayar knows Gill is
up to the task.

“He has a great deal of understanding
about his own game and about the complex-
ities of his skill sets. Lot of cricketers spend
a lot of time trying to understand their
games. He is someone who has that deep
understanding at a young age. He is some-
one whorelies very highly on his technique.
And he wants to make sure that is always
spoton, at a level where he wants it to be as
it gives him confidence. He has practised for
hours and hours every day and is really
aware of his game.”

With most young batsmen, it is tempera-
mentand attitude that mentors and coaches
fretabout. “Shubman isn’t someone who you
tinker too much with, he is switched on all
the time,” Nayar says. “He is not someone
who requires advice around mental aspects;
he needs and looks for guidance around his
skill.” Jacques Kallis, who was KKR’s coach
last year, agrees. “There is no shot or option
he (Gill) does not have as a batsman but his
decision-making and ability to think clearly
under pressure is equally impressive,” Kallis
wrote ina column in The Times of India. “He
has a bright future with a mature head on his
shoulders.”

“He is aware that he is good,” Nayar says,
“And that comes from confidence and hard
work. Shubman is someone who is humble
even with the potential he has. People have
been talking him up for so long now but he
knows the game is bigger than him. Lot of
people have talent and are aware of it, but
they take it for granted. Not him. He works
his back off to make sure the god-gifted tal-
entis utilised.”

There is just one thing that Nayar is wait-
ing to watch in Australia. “I would like to see
how he handles international-match pres-
sure. Knowing him, he will crack it. He just
needs that one good knock that will kickstart
his career. Such players come few and far be-
tween - this kind of talent who also have ex-
cellent demeanour and work ethic.”

Pink-ball warm up:
20 wickets fall in a day

SHAMIKCHAKRABARTY
DECEMBERT11

IFTHE first day of the day-night tour game be-
tween the Indians and Australia A in Sydney is
a precursor to what might follow in Adelaide
- the venue for the first Test under lights - in
about a week’s time, batters better be pre-
pared to endure adversity. Twenty wickets fell
on the day, with the Indians scoring 194 and
Australia A bundled out for 108 in reply. The
ball moved in the air and off the deck, jump-
ing awkwardly at times as well. Jasprit
Bumrah’s maiden first-class half-century (55
notout)gave India’s total some respectability.

He swung the bat and added 71 runs with
Mohammed Siraj (22) for the last wicket. A
straight drive from him struck Cameron
Green on the head on his follow-through,
forcing the all-rounder to sub out of the game
with a “mild” concussion. Overall, though,
India’s batting, without Virat Kohli and
Cheteshwar Pujara, didn’t fare well against
the pink ball.

Mayank Agarwal: During his brief stay,
Agarwal was playing from the crease and as
he tried a forcing shot off the backfoot to a
back-of-a-length delivery from Sean Abbott,
he edged tofirst slip. Agarwal’s approach was
tentative and his body wasn’t in the right po-
sition to play the shot.

Prithvi Shaw: Shaw played to his
strengths, all-out attack. When Australia A
bowlers offered width, he slapped the ball
square of the wicket. A scorching drive past
bowler Harry Conway barely allowed the
fielders to move. Then again, Shaw’s game is
fraught withrisk as well, and an outside edge
from an attempted drive flew past third slip.
He scored 40 runs off 29 balls, hitting eight
fours. But his footwork, at times, didn’t in-
spire confidence. He was dismissed, leaving
a big gap between bat and pad.

Shubman Gill: During his 58-ball 43, Gill
oozed class. Gill made the most of run-scor-
ing deliveries. A six over long- leg off a short
ball from Abbott was excellent. Gill got out
to a very good ball from Green. But the
youngster showed enough mettle.

Ajinkya Rahane: Rahane played a gor-
geous pull shot against Jack Wildermuth. He
got out next ball, trying to play another forc-
ing shot. But the positivity in Rahane’s ap-
proach was refreshing.

Hanuma Vihari: He hit two fours but fell
prey to a misjudgement.

Rishabh Pant: Australia A bowlers set
him up with short deliveries before
Wildermuth bowled a full one on the stumps

Jasprit Bumrah hit a fifty and took two
wickets on Day One. File

and trapped him leg-before.

Wriddhiman Saha: His scored a match-
saving half-century in the first tour game. On
Friday, he got a good ball from Abbott.
However, Saha didn’t ‘keep when Australia
Abatted. Pant took the gloves instead.

India’s bowling

The team would be happy to see that de-
spite an elongated long-form hiatus, both
Mohammed Shami and Jasprit Bumrah hit
their straps straightaway. They had the ad-
vantage of bowling under lights and the two
quicks sent down some unplayable deliveries.
Bumrah bowled a beauty to dismiss strug-
gling opener Joe Burns, giving the Aussie se-
lectors more headaches when it comes to se-
lecting the opening pair for Adelaide. Shami
dismissed Marcus Harris and Ben McDermott
inside six deliveries to turn the game in India’s
favour. Shami returned with three wickets,
while Bumrah bagged two. Siraj (2/33) and
Navdeep Saini(3/19), too, enjoyed bowling in
favourable conditions.
BRIEF SCORES: India 'A' 194 in 48.3 ovs (J
Bumrah 55, P Shaw 40, S Gill 43; S Abbott
3/46) vs Australia 'A’ 108 in 32.2 ovs (M
Harris 26, A Carey 32; M Shami 3/29, ]
Bumrah 2/33, N Saini 3/19)

Rohit fit, to fly out
on December 14

New Delhi: Senior India batsman
Rohit Sharma on Friday cleared an ea-
gerly-watched fitness test at the
National Cricket Academy in
Bengaluru and will leave for Australia
on December 14, three days before
the start of the marquee Test series
against the world's number one team.
Rohit had sustained a hamstring in-
jury during the IPL, which led to him
missing the white-ball leg of the on-
going tour. PTI
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OVER THE HEDGE by Michael Fry & T Lewis

DAY TODAY

BY PETER VIDAL
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ACROSS

1 Notthe impressive result one
was led to expect (10)

6 Size of field for amedley race?

4

10 Outof gear (5)

11 It gives time for music(9)

12 Poor Latin for a pressing need
(8)

13 It’s not clear it’s changing in my
case(5)

15 Slipped away, unusually
pleased(7)

17 Not a subject put onin advance
(7)

19 To look one’s years requires
nobility (7)

21 Remains at home to prevent
wrongdoing (5,2)

22 They have a central meeting
place(5)

24 Aparticular form of dislike (8)

27 Ashortromance (9)

28 Excuse offered for absenteeism
(5)

29 Learning Heather goes out to
work for aliving (4)

30 It makes a topping sweet (5,5)
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7 Whips corps into shape (5)
8 Ringthey've formed, none ;
being omitted (10) L?_ t}
9 Order duckfora serviceman E

(8)

14 Asober habit (10)

16 Painless treatment for animals
(8)

18 Bringing back a building’s
splendour, or doing nothing
aboutit(9)

20 Catliesinjured,
stretcher required (7)

21 Aspotofillicit drinking (7)

23 First of the drinkers finished
the port(5)

25 Remains to give support
)

26 Structure ripe for repair (4)
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@ support, goodwill
and co-operation of
partners or close
companions. This advice
applies as much to your
personal affairs as to your
ambitions at work.

Actually, the best backing

could come from distant,

far-away places.

TAURUS (Apr 21 - May 21)

Six planets offer you

their support and

assistance. So this

should be a positive
period. If you run into
difficulties, this is a message
that somehow you are doing
something radically wrong
and failing to make the

most of your many

personal advantages.

GEMINI (May 22 - June 21)
There's a little-
known point in
your horoscope
known as the north

node. This factor is now due

to be responsible for
increasing good fortune from
secret matters and discreet
connections. It will also
show you the way forward

in your closest family

relationships.

CANCER (June 22 - July 23)
There may be some
slight emotional
stress, as family
members are

thrown togetherin

unexpected circumstances.

You have a perfectly free choice

as to whether you get involved

or stand to one side as they
slug it out. The choice, as ever,
is yours, and yours alone.

LEO (July 24 - Aug 23)

Mars is still
agitating the
financial sector of
your solar
horoscope, so don't complain
if you have been cut short, or
if a financial matter is more
costly than you expected. The
situation will soon become

VIRGO (Aug 24 - Sept 23)
will now fitinto

past few weeks, and every

thoroughly well-deserved.

more stable, enabling you to
@ Hopefully many
place. You've
single piece of good luck that
Continue to check outa

salvage a major achievement.

parts of the jigsaw
worked hard enough over the
comes your way will be
financial offer.

LIBRA (Sept 24 - Oct 23)

Social stars are ideal,
mainly thanks to
the continuing
varied and helpful

alignments of Mercury, Venus

and Mars. There is little
pressure to finalise
transactions and agreements
or to meet social deadlines, so
you can afford to set your own
pace and stick toiit.

SCORPIO (Oct 24 - Nov 22)
There are emotional
hurdles to be cleared
and individuals tobe
putin their place.

However, you don't know the

full picture and a little tolerance

and humility would not come
amiss. What seems most likely
atthe moment, is that you will
be able to persuade a partner
thatyou meant well, evenifit
didn'tseem like it at the time.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov 23 - Dec22)
You have probably
encountered so
much aggravationin
the past that nothing

can surprise you now. You must

planarelaxing weekend,
especially if you're recovering
from professional battles. Find
whatever way you can to soothe
your troubled brow.

CAPRICORN (Dec 23 - Jan 20)
Itwould be
extremely unwise to
be complacent about
current partnership

problems just because other

people seem to be happier than
usual. Now is the time to clear
up afewlong-standing

difficulties. Mind you, while a

number of facts are still secret,

there may be no final solution.

AQUARIUS (Jan 21 - Feb 19)
Althoughyou are by
nature an outgoing
person,
circumstances have

reduced you to asomewhat

secretive, private frame of mind.

Other people have no automatic

right to intrude on your personal

affairs, sowhy let them? You'd
probably do best to throw them
some small morsels of comfort,

PISCES (Feb 20 - Mar 20)
urges you to be more

your dreams, but to do this you

often better at dealing with such

while keeping what is really
@ Jupiter is now taking
self-disciplined and
must finally get to grips with the
matters than you imagine, or

important to yourself.

upaposition that
determined. You want to attain
practical details. Actually, you're
than other people expect.
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SPORT

STOKES OPTS OUT

Star all-rounder Ben Stokes, who is currently grieving the
loss of his father, and exhausted fast bowler Jofra Archer
were left out of the 16-member England squad for the
upcoming two-Test series against Sri Lanka.

Breaking into the Oly

SHIVANINAIK
MUMBAI, DECEMBER11

THIS WAS an unprecedented week for the
Olympics, with breakdancing included as a
medal event for the 2024 Paris Games. As ex-
pected, the prospect of seeing B Girls and B
Boys — that’s what breakdancers are called —
in the company of elite athletes triggered
mixed reactions. While the old school has-
n't stopped rolling its eyes, the regulars on
the breaking circuit vouch for this new
Olympic discipline’s faster, higher and
stronger fundamentals.

How did Breaking make it?

Around 2016, the idea that Breaking
could neatly fit into the Youth Olympic
Games (YOG) was floated by the World
Dance Sport Federation (WDSF). Sensing
how dynamic, creative and urban it inher-
ently was, the International Olympic
Committee (I0C) drafted it into the YOG to
be held at Buenos Aires in 2018, where the
first of the ‘Battles’ took place in front of a
massively smitten audience.

Huge vocal crowds at the venue, and en-
couraging figures backing the sport from the
broadcasting Olympic Channel and social
media, helped Breaking leapfrog over sev-
eral other sports. In December 2018, organ-
isers of the 2024 Paris Games told WDSF they
were very receptive in including Breaking
provisionally in the Paris Games programme
and a full inclusion was an-
nounced this December.

Whatwillitlook like at Paris?

The likely format at Paris will
see 32 breakers (16 B-Boys and
16 B-Girls) compete over two
days of 1vs1 competitive duels
in hip-hop freestyle called
‘Battles’. Preliminaries on Day 1
and Finals on Day 2, similar to the World
Urban Games last year, will be judged under
the ‘Trivium Value System’. Six criteria are
considered: technique, variety, performativ-
ity, musicality, creativity and personality. In
duels, two breakers face-off and are judged
directly against each other. Dancers typically
do not choose their musicand are expected to

EXPLAINED

.__‘: — S

Carlos Cruz, a breakdancer, at a kiosk in Alameda Park in Mexico City. AP

react and adapt to bears in real-time.

DJs,an emcee, well-respected judges, and
members of the local Breaking community
stand encircling the dancefloor as
the Battlers go three rounds back
and forth between them to the
same music.

How does Breaking qualify asa
sport?

“There are those who have
trouble associating it with a sports
competition,” says Jean-Laurent
Bourquin, senior advisor World Dance Sport
Federation, who helped steer Breaking’s charge
for Olympicinclusion. “Butinany Breaking per-
formance, there is always an athletic dimen-
sion. Breaking features different types of move-
ments, including foot movements performed
from a standing position, floor-based moves
performed with the body supported on the

hands and feet, holding positions and acrobatic
performances, all of which require great coor-
dination, strength and endurance. It is definitely
acombination of both sport and art,” he said.
BBoys and BGirls who compete profes-
sionally are known to lead extremely healthy
lifestyles , eat the right foods, undertake ex-
tensive workouts for strength training, per-
fect techniques — never mind the casual,
baggy tracks, baseball caps and a chill vibe.
“For me, the most satisfying part of this
Olympic journey was seeing some of the
doubters do a 180in Buenos Aires. They went
from being sceptical to becoming some of
the loudest proponents of Olympic Breaking.
That was a pivotal moment,” Borquin said.

Is it similar to gymnastics, figure skating
in how it’s judged?

No. In Breaking, nothing is codified and
breakers do not receive a number of points

mpic

for performing a certain move like you have
in figure skating, for example. “In a battle,
we compare two performances, one of
which may be better in terms of pure tech-
nique but not in terms of musicality, inter-
pretation, or physical explosiveness. This is
why we created the Trivium judging system:
itis holistic in that it ensures that physicality
(body), artistic ability (mind) and interpre-
tative quality (soul) are all considered in real
time by the judges,” explained Borquin.

What's the scope of its reach?

The WDSF conducts its own official
events though Breaking has a wider reach
with cult competitions like Red Bull BC One,
Outbreak Europe and the Silverback Open.

What started out in the Bronx in the
1970s is now popular worldwide with South
Korea, Russia, France and Japan, showing ex-
ponential growthinits BBoying and BGirling
numbers. The 32 breakers who qualified for
the World Urban Games last September,
came from 21 different countries, including
Venezuela, Egypt and Bulgaria. The 24
dancers at the Youth Olympic Games repre-
sented 18 countries (with nine different
countries from three continents winning
medals), while 66 countries took part in the
2019 WDSF World Breaking Championship
in Nanjing including dancers from Bhutan,
Cameroon, El Salvador, India, Hong Kong,
Kazakhstan, Laos and Rwanda.

Why is Breaking’s reach its strongest suit?

Inan Olympic first, the WDSF held online
video qualifying for the Youth Olympic
Games that was open to any breaker around
the globe between the ages of 15and 18 —a
requirement to compete in Argentina. Close
to 1,000 people submitted one-minute
videos of themselves in action, and the best
were selected by a panel of judges.

“It was at this stage that we realised how
popular Breaking was around the world,
with entries coming in from all continents,
and a number of countries we perhaps
weren't really expecting, like Nepal, for ex-
ample. The biggest surprise was the actual
skill levels of the young dancers. We realised
that Breaking is being practiced in all four
corners of the world to a very high standard,”
Borquin said..

g Dementia: Rugby stars

set to file a lawsuit

SHAHID JUDGE
DECEMBER

THE CALL for increased safety measures
across sport has been gaining steam over the
past few years. But now there’s a group of for-
mer ruggers set to take legal action against
World Rugby, Rugby Football Union (govern-
ing body in England) and the Welsh Rugby
Union for negligence in promoting safety. The
BBC reported that a group of eight former
players, including England’s 2003 World Cup
winner Steve Thompson and former Welsh
flanker Alix Popham, are suing the unions.
There are, however, reports that around 70
former players from around the world, in-
cluding former All Black Carl Hayman (ac-
cording to The New Zealand Herald), that will
file alawsuit.

Head injuries

The early onset of dementia has been the
most telling consequence of a career in the
sport for former players. Thompson, now 42,
who played in each of England’s matches at
the victorious 2003 World Cup campaign,
claims he cannot remember those games.

“It’s like I'm watching the game with
England playing and I can see me there - but
[ wasn’t there, because it’s not me,” he said
to the BBC. “It's just bizarre. People talk about
stories, and since the World Cup I've talked to
the lads that were there, and you pick up sto-
ries, and then you can talk about it. But it’s
not me being there, it's not me doing it, be-
cause it’s just gone.”

Meanwhile, 41-year-old Popham, who
had a 14-year professional career, claims the
biggest tell-tale sign for him that something
was wrong came during a bike ride onaroute
he had taken hundreds of times in the past.

“Igotlost on the bike ride and had a black-
out moment,” he was quoted by the BBC.
Eventually, he had to use anapp on his phone
to find his way home.

“Ihaven’'t got memories of large chunks of
my career,” he added. “During lockdown,
they repeated the 2008 game against
England, when we won at Twickenham. I
have no recollection of being on that pitch.

CHRONIC TRAUMATIC
ENCEPHALOPATHY

Each of the eight players who have
come forward to sue the three
governing bodies have been
diagnosed with CTE - which was the
subject of a Hollywood flick starring
Will Smith, Concussion. The
condition is a consequence of the
brain being “subjected to numerous
small blows or rapid movements -
sometimes known as sub-
concussions,” as reported by the BBC.
Memory loss, depression and
progressive dementia are a few
symptoms of the condition.

Former England footballer and West
Bromwich Albion legend Jeffrey.

We played in South Africa and I met Nelson
Mandela before the game. I've got the pic-
ture on the wall, but [ can’t remember meet-
ing him.”

Heavy-tackling sport

The highly physical nature of rugby -
which involves meaty tackles and head-to-
head collisions (especially during scrimmage
plays)- makes the sport susceptible to long-
term head injuries.

Popham recalls being told early in his ca-
reer that if he enters a tackle without giving
ithisall, there’s a high chance he’d come out
injured. This meant that he’d have to tackle
at full capacity three times a week during
training in the United Kingdom, and four
times a week during his three-year stint at
French club Brive.

His doctors estimate that he would have
experienced no less than 1,00,000 sub-con-
cussions during his career. Thompson, mean-
while, remembers one brutal practice ses-
sion. “There was one session when the
scrummaging hadn’t gone quite right and
they made us do a hundred live scrums.
When it comes to it, we were like a bit of
meat, really,” he said. “When we first started
going full-time in the mid-1990s, training
sessions could quickly turninto full contact.”

eformation of society is a relay race,

through time, without a finish line!

Elective politics and social reform,
apparently, seem to be ideas that conflict with
each other. The reason being that, in order to
achieve or retain power, it is important to keep
people pleased; whereas, in order to reform the
existing practices that are hurdles to the
progress of the nation, one has to swim against
the current. This ultimately means facing
dissent of people. The challenge lies in
balancing both! Sometimes, one has to be ready
to make a choice between staying in power or
living the principles that are necessary for the
true good of society.

It is very commonly said that women make half the
society, and at the same time, they are the ones who
actually nurture the other half. It, therefore, is
reasonable to assume that only empowered women
can make an empowered society. Isn't this exactly
what Chattrapati Shivaji Maharaj had implied when
he had said,

"Of all the rights of women, the greatest is to be a
mother”

This undeniable truth seems to have, unfortunately,
always been negated by individuals, families and
society asawhole.

The baton for social transformation, through the
empowerment of women, with the goal to take the
nation forward, has been passed on by great people
through several centuries; from Raja Ram Mohan
Roy to Mahatma Jyotiba Phule-Savitribai Phule, to
Mahatma Gandhi, to Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar.
This baton, in current times, is being upheld by Shri.
Sharadchandraji Pawar.

Resistance to change is an integral part of human
nature. The wisdom of Sharad Pawar, in the pursuit
of empowering the nation, through the
empowerment of women lies first and foremost, in
the identification and empowerment of women, who
themselves are receptive to change and who
possess the approval of families, who believe in
empowering these women and are willing to support
them. The paradoxical truth is that the very families
who desire to take the benefit of transformation in
society, to empower themselves, are hardly inclined
to empower the woman in the family and give her
control over her own free will. Most of them would go
in for a "shadow empowerment" of women, as a
means to empower themselves! | consider myself
fortunate to be one among such innumerable
women and such families, who have been identified
and empowered by Shri. Sharad Pawar!

I met Hon'ble Shri. Sharadchandraji Pawar for the
first time ever, on 21 February 2002, at Silver Oak,
his residence in Mumbai. This was the day that | was
nominated as the Member of the Legislative
Council. This was the day he gave me the vision and
direction to my own path. His directions to me were
clear and specific. | was clearly told that | was
nominated as a representative of women,
minorities, and the weaker and deprived sections of
society.

WOMEN EMPOWERMENT

The Gateway t.o Development

The baton for social transformation, through the empowerment of women,
with the goal to take the nation forward, has been passed on by great people
through several centuries; from Raja Ram Mohan Roy to Mahatma Jyotiba
Phule-Savitribai Phule, to Mahatma Gandhi, to Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar. This
baton, in current times, is being upheld by Shri. Sharadchandraji Pawar.

In 2006, | called on Pawar Saheb with a
request that | wanted to arrange a
"Mahila Melawa" in Parbhani, in which

| wanted to invite 40000 women and |
requested him to preside over the
function. He questioned me as to what
was the purpose of such a
programme. To be honest, | had not
given this much thought. He, however,
told me that simply arranging a
programme without any concrete
consideration of the long-term good that it
will do for women, would be a futile exercise.
Instead, he advised me to go back home and return
with a proposal that would concretely empower
women. He took care to give me specific directions
on how such a programme could be conceptualized
and promised to extend all help.

Thus, a three-day programme entitled
PARIVARTAN 2006 was organized. This was
attended by over one lakh women from all over the
state; 500 stalls for the sale of goods produced by
women self-help groups were set up. Competitions,
cultural programmes and training workshops for
women were organized on all three days. Along with
Sharad Pawariji, over a dozen ministers, several IAS
officers, vice chancellors and experts from the non-
government sector participated.

The highlight of the programme was the direct
interaction of Shri. Sharad Pawar, the Union
Minister for Agriculture, with more-than-a-lakh
women from across the state. The interaction
ignited the required encouragement and confidence
in the minds of those who had so far considered
themselves voiceless and powerless. This
interaction made the women cognizant that they

possess wings of their own and can take
their own flight into the limitless skies!
The women carried back a power that
they had never imagined they
possessed within themselves!

He instilled in their minds something
like what Arunadhati Roy had said,

“There's really no such thing as the

'voiceless'. They are only the

deliberately silenced, or the preferably
unheard"

This programme gave a big boost to the
women self-help group movement in Maharashtra
and led to several important decisions by the
government towards the economic empowerment
of women.

This aroused in me the curiosity to understand the
impact of the provisions of The Women's Policy, that
had been brought forth by Hon'ble Shri. Sharad
Pawar in 1994 in Maharashtra, when he was the
Chief Minister. It led me to undertake a small effort to
study the implementation by the various ministries.
This Gateway to Development was subsequently
brought out as the National Women's Policy after his
active intervention and persuasion at Pan India level
aswell.

With this intention, | visited the ministers of several
departments and discussed the decisions taken by
the government with the gender perspective. The
meeting with the-then-Deputy Chief Minister of
Maharashtra, Shri. R. R. Patil endowed me with a

ADVERTORIAL
Shri. R. R. Patil was fondly called, glanced at these
books in my hand and commented, "Don't you see
the seeds of the Hindu Code Bill in the Women's
Policy?" These very words provided a kind of
revelation! Indeed, there is great parallel between
both! The Hindu Code Bill was nothing but a
roadmap to the liberation, upliftment and
empowerment of the women of India, the half of its
population! The journey between the Hindu Code
Bill and The Women's Policy 1994 and the
subsequent two policies brought out later, are
important milestones on the route to social
reformation through the empowerment of women.
And in this, | adore the unparalleled foresight of the
vision of development of Shri. Sharad Pawar!

Dr. B. R. Ambedkar faced such intense resistance
when he introduced the Hindu Code Bill in the
Parliament as the Law Minister of India that he had
had to tender his resignation, as the Minister for
Law, in protest. Similar resistance was also faced by
Shri Sharad Pawar during his tenure as the Chief
Minister of Maharashtra, when he brought the
Women's Policy proposal to the Maharashtra
Cabinet for approval. After a series of meetings
under his Chairmanship with various stakeholders,
he could get the policy approved and this set a
landmark in history. This would not have been
possible without his sagacity and innate political
acumen. Thus, an official, government policy was
laid out for the social, educational, economic and
political empowerment of "the half of the nation that
actually raises the other half" and was handed over
to the concerned mechanism for effective
implementation.

Decision after decision cascaded down the hills of
time; Be it the making of a special Women and Child
Development Ministry in 1994, headed by the-then-
Chief Minister of Maharashtra,; providing 50%
political reservation to women in the Local Self
Government or the 30% reservation to girls in
education or in government services; incorporating
women into the Airforce; presenting a gender
responsive budget; framing various commissions,
committees, laws, rules for the welfare of women
and the innumerable decisions that have been
taken and are being taken by the governments in
this direction.

Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar had once commented,

"I measure the progress of community with the
degree of progress women have achieved”

Shri. Sharad Pawar believes that this is indeed the
benchmark to measure the development of a nation.

At every decision, at every step, at every point of
time, in his half-a-century long political career, Shri.
Sharad Pawar has been unrelentlessly
implementating the principles of the Supreme
Constitution of Indial

| salute the great vision of Shri. Sharad Pawar and
wish him a long, long, happy, healthy and successful

new perspective and insight. | had a book in my  |ife on his eightieth birthday!

hand on the LETTERS BETWEEN PANDIT

JAWAHARLAL NEHRU AND DR B R AMBEDKAR FOUZIA KHAN
CONCERNING THE HINDU CODE BILL. Aaba, as Member of Rajya Sabha
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