SThelndianEXPRESS

JOURNALISM OF COURAGE

SSSSSSSSS

_vagiRam & RAYL

The lockdown to contain the coronavirus outbreak has

disrupted supply chains. One crucial chain is delivery of
information and insight — news and analysis that is fair and
accurate and reliably reported from across a
nation in quarantine.

Avoice you can trust amid the clanging of alarm bells.
Vajiram & Ravi and The Indian Express are proud to deliver the

electronic version of this morning’s edition of The Indian Express
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Amid divestment
plans, PSUs lag in
market rally, FPIs
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woman lodged the complaint.
The police said they had not
been able to find Ahmed yet.
Preliminary investigation has
indicated the twowereinarela-
tionship, and had eloped last
year, before they were found and
brought back. While Ahmed had
been arrested then too, the
woman had denied the charges
of kidnapping lodged against
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AS FARMERS from Punjab and
Haryana, seeking repeal of the
new farm laws, continued to
protest at the gates of Delhi, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
Home Minister Amit Shah backed
the laws Sunday, saying they

Agriculture Minister Narendra
Singh Tomar met at BJP presi-
dentJP Nadda’s residence.

In his Mann Ki Baat address,
Modi said demands of farmers,
promised at one time or an-
other by every political party,
had been met through these
laws. He asked the youth, “es
pecially those studying agricul-
ture” to go to villages, and cre-

wr, Beldhar, BTP Landgry

AMILBHATNAGAR
& JIGNASA SINHA
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 29

REJECTING THE Centre’s invita-
tion for conditional talks, farm-
ers camping at the Delhi-
Haryana border reiterated their
demands on Sunday, and said
they would not vacate the arte-

Border — through which the
highway to Haryana,
Chandigarh, and onward to
Himachal Pradesh and Punjab
passes — to chalk out their
course of action. In the evening,
they announced at a press con-
ference that they would block-
ade five points of entry into Delhi
— Sonipat, Rohtak, Jaipur,
Ghaziabad-Hapur,and Mathura

Finance Ministry. Sources said
the government has been look-
ingat ways toimprove valuations
in line with the book value and
profitability of the companies.
State-owned banks, which
were expected to benefit in
terms of market value after a
spate of amalgamations and
capital infusion, have seen a
steady decline in value. The Nifty

HDFC Bank and Kotak Mahindra
Bank have had fresh record
highs inrecent days and several
other private sector banks have
done well.

Even the Nifty CPSE index is
down almost 46 per cent from
its peak of 2,795 recorded in
2018. While state-owned firms
have lagged behind their private
peersin terms of performance in

him by her father. The woman  were for the benefit of farmers. ate awareness among farmers rial GT Karnal highway. — in the coming days. PSU Bank index, for instance,is  the past as well, the differential
was married off by the family to Late at night, Shah, Defence  about the new laws. Farmers’ groups held discus- The farmers have been down 64 per cent fromits peak  between their market perform-
someone else in April thisyear. ~ Minister Rajnath Singh and CONTINUED ON PAGE 2 sions at Delhi's northern Singhu CONTINUEDONPAGE2 0f4,327in2017. ance has been widening in re-
IG, Bareilly Range, Rajesh While many private banks  centyears.
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The 90-ft ecobridge on Kaladhungi-Nainital highway. Express

Uttarakhand’s unique
bridge to help reptiles
cross busy jungle road

LALMANIVERMA
DEHRADUN, NOVEMBER 29

THE UTTARAKHAND Forest
Department has built a first-of-
its-kind ecobridge across a busy
highway in Ramnagar forest di-
vision of Nainital district so that
reptiles trying to cross over are
not crushed under traffic.

The 90-foot-long structure of
bamboo, jute, and grasses was
built across the two-lane
Kaladhungi-Nainital highway by
local contractors over a period of
10days ata cost of Rs 2 lakh.

The highway is the main
route to Nainital, and is used by
alarge number of vehicles espe-
cially in the tourist season. The
jungle is home to monitor

lizards, snakes including
pythons, rodent squirrels, and
monkeys, and the crushed re-
mains of reptiles are frequently
found on the highway.

The 5-foot-wide, 40-foot-
high bridge can take the weight
of three adult humans, and forest
officials said they hoped it would
be used by even leopards.

The bridge, which will be put
insight of four camera traps, will
be studied as a model by the
Forest Department, Ramnagar
Divisional Forest Officer (DFO)
Chandra Shekhar Joshi said.

The bridge has been strung at
a point where the road arcs in a
wide ‘U’, and vehicles going
downhill often travel at high
speed. It is expected that by

CONTINUEDONPAGE 9

Court orders FIR and probe into ariots | s s s mor
complaint which Delhi Police had shelved | & fosos oo e

Rejects police claim that complainant arrested, was trying to save himself

KAUNAIN SHERIFFM
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 29

A DELHI court has ordered the
police to register an FIR and con-
duct a “fair,independent and im-
partial” probe into a riots case
where the police had closed the
inquiry despite the fact that
video recordings against the ac-
cused were submitted as evi-
dence by the complainant.

The November 23 order, by

Metropolitan Magistrate Fahad
Uddin, is related to a case where
Saleem, a resident of Yamuna
Vihar, alleged that on February
24 this year, his neighbours
Subhash Tyagi and Ashok Tyagi
opened fire and attacked his
house. He also alleged that his
neighbour, Nasheer, was shot.
The police told the court that
Saleem was himself involved in
theriots, was arrested on March
19, and had filed a “false com-
plaint to save himself”. Saleem is

outon bail.

After a probe, the police
claimed, “no cognizable offence
was found to be made out and
hence no FIR has been registered
in (Saleem'’s complaint) case,”
and so the inquiry was closed.

Rejecting this, the court said
that after a “perusal of the mate-
rial placed on record”, especially
the “video footage of the alleged
incident”, it was of the view that
“a cognizable offence is made
out” and that “the offences al-

CoBRA officer was to come home for
celebration of birthday, a late Diwali

GARGIVERMA
& SRINATHRAO
RAIPUR, MUMBAI,
NOVEMBER 29

FAMILY, FRIENDS and colleagues
described Assistant Comman-
dant Nitin P Bhalerao, killed in a
Maoist attack in Sukma,
Chhattisgarh, on Saturday night
as someone who strove to be the
best at whatever he did, and who
led from the front. Ten years ago,
he ranked first in basic training
as a CRPF Sub-Inspector, and re-
peated the distinction in jungle

Nitin P Bhalerao, 33, died in
aMaoist attack in Sukma

warfare training after being in-
ducted into the force’s elite
CoBRA unit.

While the 33-year-old died of
injuries sustained in the IED
blast, seven CoBRA personnel
were injured and are now out of
danger. The attack happened just
6 km from the Burkapal base
camp of CoBRA.

The CRPF said Bhalerao had
fought on for seven hours de-
spite losing a lot of blood.

The Assistant Commandant’s
cremation on Sunday evening at
Nashik drew friends and locals,
apart from family members.
Bhalerao is survived by his
mother Bharti, wife Rashmi,

CONTINUEDONPAGE9

leged...require to be investi-
gated by the police”.

Citing a certificate under The
Evidence Act, the court indicated
that the electronic evidence was
admissible evidence.

“This Court deems fit to di-
rect the SHO PS. Jafrabad to reg-
ister an FIR at the earliest under
the appropriate Sections of law
on the basis of the allegations
made in the Complaint...and to
ensure that a fair, independent
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Atmanirbhar push in
bullet train: Industry
told to build substitute
for made-in-China tech

AVISHEK G DASTIDAR
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 29

AS THE corporation building the
country’s first bullet train project
pushes for Indian firms shoulder-
ing three-fourth of the work,
Indian industry has been urged
to come up with an alternative to
the high-tech machines needed
to construct viaducts (elevated
structures) at the desired pace,
which are currently made only in
China. Trade with China has been
affected by the border tension in
eastern Ladakh.

The mega carrier and
launcher machines, also known
as Transporter, Gantry and Full
Spam Launcher machines, are
ubiquitous in China’s large-scale
connectivity projects. Typically,a
vehicle carrying a full girder trav-
elsonanalready launched girder
to place the next girder under this
technology. The speed is almost
seven times that of the girder

Work s on at the Sabarmati
hub of the bullet train. File

launching mechanism com-
monly used in India — while one-
and-a-half girdersare placedina
week with this, the Chinese ma-
chines enable two girders a day.
Each machine costs around
Rs 70-80 crore. The bullet train
project will need up to 30 such
machines, Achal Khare,
Managing Director of the
National High Speed Rail
Corporation (NHSRL), said.
CONTINUEDONPAGE9
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“THEY WERE working for us, so
why not work for them?” Neeshi
Jebisamam remembers thinking
in April, a week after the nation-
wide lockdown was announced.
Butevenatthe outset, there were
murmurs; “Isn’titrisky? What if
you get the virus?” Arunachal
Pradesh might have had only one
case of the coronavirus back then,
but panic had begun to setin.
The 25-year-old English
teacher was determined though,
and one bright morning, she
held a meeting with 10 women

hot meals, 10 emerge as Arunachal town’s ‘saviours’

at a government school, empty
due to the lockdown, located on
the edge of her hometown,
Bhalukpong. The desks and
benches were stowed away,
large utensils brought in, and a
stove crackled to life. The 10 —
homemakers, nurses, teachers —
put on their masks, rolled up
their sleeves, and got to work.
And just like that, far away
from the virus epicentres,
Jebisaman and the others had
joined the ranks of the countless
corona warriors across the coun-
try whom The Indian Express is
celebrating as part of the an-
niversary of the 26/11 terror at-
tacks on Mumbai — the men and

Homemakers, nurses, teachers came together, ran the
kitchen for frontline workers for three months. Express
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women best epitomising the
stories of strength that had
helped the city put the killings
behind. A show recounting their
stories was telecast on Star Plus
on Sunday night.

New Delhi

Onday one, Jebisaman recalls,
they produced a meal for 70, but
only 35 showed up. But then
slowly, as word got around of the
Bhalukpong Women’s Langar, the
numbers doubled, the simple fare

of rice, dal and boiled vegetables
gave way to stews of pork and
bamboo shoot, chicken cooked
with traditional herbs and, on
some days, even feasts of the del-
icacy mithun. The langar is still
running, now manned by the dis-
trict administration.

“We never charged for our
meals,” says Mary Sidisow, the
39-year-old staff nurse at the
Community Health Centre
(CHC) who first suggested the
idea of a community kitchen.
“Our objective was simple — to
feed the frontline worker, be it a
doctor, a nurse, a policeman or
even a daily wage labourer.

CONTINUEDONPAGE9
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labourers in brick kilns, rice mills.
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Why providing a straw
and sipper to an under-
trial sparked controversy

NEW EPISODE EVERYDAY

In today's episode we're looking at the
controversy over providing a straw and
sipper to Father Stan Swamy, who is
presently in jail

FROMPAGE ONE

PM, Shah

“New dimensions,” he said, were being added to farm-
ingand allied industries. “The agriculture reformsin the
lastfew days have opened doors to new possibilities. For
years, the demands of farmers, demands which were
promised at some time or another by every political
party, have been fulfilled. After a lot of discussion,
Parliament gave agricultural reforms legal recognition.
These reforms have not only removed many restrictions
for farmers, but have given them new rights and oppor-
tunities,” he said.

Shah, meanwhile, said he had never said that the
farmer protests were political. “Everyone has that right

(to protest) ina democracy. But [ want to say that all the
three farm laws are for the benefit of the farmers. And
afteralong time, the farmer is going to come out of a con-
stricted system. .. Ihave never called the protest by farm-
ers as political. | am not saying that now either,” he told
reporters in Hyderabad.

Union Home Secretary Ajay Bhalla, writing to farmer
unions staging the protest, assured them thatall their is-
sues would be addressed in discussions with a high-level
committee of Union Ministers at Vigyan Bhavan on
December 3. He said this discussion can take place ear-
lierif allunions gather the protesting farmers at the des-
ignated ground in Burari on the outskirts of Delhi.

“Some unions have demanded the discussions to be

held earlier than December 3. The moment you shift to
the ground in Burari, the very next day a high-level com-
mittee of Union Ministers is ready to meet the represen-
tatives of farmer unions at Vigyan Bhavan,” he said in his
letter. Bhalla said because of the protest call given by 30
farmers unions, alarge number of farmers from Punjab,
Haryana and other parts of the country have gathered
near Delhi’s borders, disrupting traffic on two key high-
ways between Punjab and Delhi since November 27.

“According to available information, due to severe
cold, farmers are facing a lot of problems. In the wake of
the Covid pandemic, there is a threat of infection due to
suchlarge gatherings,” he said in the letter, urging farm-
ers to move to Burari.

The Prime Minister, in his Mann Ki Baat address,
spoke of the “new rights” that the new laws had granted
farmers. He cited the example of a farmer in Dhule dis-
trict of Maharashtra whose “full knowledge of the laws
has come to his aid”.

“Jitendra Bhoiji had done farming of maize, and had
decided tosell it at the right price to traders. The price for
the crop was decided at Rs 3.32 lakh. Jitendra Bhoi also
got Rs 25,000 in advance. It was decided that the rest of
the money would be given to himin 15 days. But the cir-
cumstances turned out later that he did not get the
money. Buy the crop from the farmer, don’t pay for
monthsonend. Perhaps people were following the prac-
tice followed for many years. In the same way, for four
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New Delhi

months, Jitendraji’s payment did not happen. In this sit-
uation, to his aid came the new farm laws.”

“Inthis law, it has been decided thatin three days, the
farmer must be given full payment. And if the payment
does not happen, then the farmer can register a com-
plaint. The law has another very big thing. In this law,
there is a provision that the area’s SDM has to address
the complaint of the farmer withina month. Now when
our farmer brother got the strength from this law, then
his problem was resolved. He complained, and in a few
days, his dues were paid. In other words, full knowledge
of the laws became Jitendraji’s strength. Whatever the
field, far away from every kind of rumour and misconcep-
tion, correct information is a big aid for every person,”
Modi said. He cited two other examples —- of Mohammad
Aslam of Baran in Rajasthan, CEO of alocal farm produce
organisation who has created a WhatsApp group of
farmers on prevailing mandi rates, and Virendra Yadav of
Kaithal who has done business of Rs 2 crore in two years
by selling farm stubble to agro-energy plants and paper
mills by using straw baler machines.

“Irequest the youth, and especially the lakhs of stu-
dents studying agriculture, that they should go to nearby
villages and bring awareness among farmers about the
recently passed farm reforms. By doing this, you will be
partnersin the big change that is happening in the coun-
try,” he said.

Farmers protest

camping outside Delhi since Friday. On Saturday, Union
Home Minister Amit Shah had invited farm unions for
talks on December 3 on the condition that they move
the protest from the highway to the Sant Nirankari
Samagam Ground in Burari.

“We have rejected the invitation from the Centre. One
of their conditions was that we must go to the Burari Park
first. We will never go to Burari Park. We have come to
know that it is more an open jail than a park,” Surjeet
Singh, president of Bhartiya Kisan Union (Krantikari),
Punjab, said. “Farmers from Uttarakhand who reached
Delhi today were told by Delhi Police that they would be
taken toJantar Mantar, but they were instead held at the
Burari Park. The protest at the Singhu Border will con-
tinue,” Surjeet Singh said.

Delhi Police spokesperson Dr Eish Singhal denied the
allegation. “Before their protest, we had appealed to the
farmers to not protest in Delhi, and stated that protests
at Jantar Mantar were not allowed,” he said.

The Burari Park, commonly known as the Nirankari
Samagam Ground, belongs to the Delhi Development
Authority and is spread over an area of over 20 hectares.
Itis around 20 km from the Singhu Border.

The farmers are demanding the repeal of three “pro-
corporate” farm laws enacted by the Centre, and have
vowed not to back down. “We have rations to last us
months,” Surjeet Singh said.

He also said the farmers would not allow any person
affiliated witha political party on their platform. “We de-
mand that the rate of MSP be fixed, and that farmers
should not be fined for burning farm stubble. We also
demand that the proposed electricity Ordinance should
be kept in abeyance,” Surjeet Singh said.

Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal tweeted on
Sunday that “The Centre must talk to farmers immedi-
ately without any preconditions.”

During the day, several leaders of farmers' groups
gave speeches from atop tractors on the Haryana side of
the Singhu Border as Delhi Police remained stationed
behind barriers mounted with barbed wire. More farm-
ers were likely to join the protest, the leaders said.

A group of 80-100 farmers managed to cross into
Delhi on Sunday, and protested some 50 metres from
the barricade. “We do not have any intentions of moving
further. We came from the other side and were allowed
in, since police thought we were headed towards the
Nirankari Ground,” said Sukhdev Singh of Amritsar, one
of the farmers camped near the Alipur police post.

There were no more than 200 farmers at the sprawl-
ing Nirankari Ground in Burari on Sunday evening. The
Delhi government had put up tents and mobile wash-
rooms for them, and organised langars at several places
— but the farmers camped on their tractor trolleys.

“Some of us had to come to Nirankari Ground earlier,
but that does not mean we have caved in. The protest
here is the same as that on the border, and we will stay
until we are allowed to protest at the Ramlila ground, or
our demands are met,” Diljeet Singh from Mohali said.

On Friday, police had resorted to lathi charges and
tear gas at Singhu Border. On Sunday, more farmers from
Punjab and Haryana joined the protesters at Northwest
Delhi's Tikri Border. Delhi Police have parked trucks
blocking the road on the Delhi side of the border. Tikri
Kalanisinthe Outer Delhi district,and the border is close
to Mundka and Peeragarhi.

The highway to Bahadurgarh and Jhajjar in Haryana
passes through Tikri.

“We don’t have an estimate of the number of people
behind the barricades (on the Haryana side). We told
them that they could go to Burari’s Nirankari Ground but
they want to stay here. There are more than 300-400
trucks and tractors on the road,” a senior police officer at
the Singhu Border said.

Nishan Singh, a farmer from Punjab, said, “Most of
the farmers here are from our state. We are calling our
family members and friends to join us. We won't leave
Delhi unless they repeal the three farmer laws. Over 50
people from the All India Kisan Sangharsh Coordination
Committee will join us tomorrow, and we will then de-
cide our next step.”

On Sunday morning, farmers beat drums and raised
slogans as police made announcements about social dis-
tancing and Covid guidelines. With the border sealed,
trafficfrom Haryana was diverted to Jharoda and Rajokri.
Police at the pickets recorded the details of commuters
before letting them enter Delhi.
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Cleaning

Yamuna

remains on paper
as ‘26 of 35 STPs
fail to meet norms’

The Yamuna stretch from Wazirabad to Okhla is the most

polluted. Gajendra Yadav

HARIKISHAN SHARMA
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 29

EFFORTS TO clean the Yamuna
largely remain on paper as 26
out of 35 sewage treatment
plants (STPs) in Delhi, having a
combined treatment capacity of
2,258.72 million litres per day
(MLD), are not complying with
discharge norms prescribed by
the pollution control body.

This has been revealed in a
monthly progress report for
September 2020, prepared by
the Delhi Pollution Control
Committee (DPCC), which is re-
sponsible for framing pollution
control norms in Delhi. The re-
port was sent to the Secretary of
Union Ministry of Jal Shakti re-
cently.

The report shows only eight
STPs, with a combined treat-
ment capacity of 433.69 MLD,
are complying with norms. The
status of one STPis not known as
samples were not collected.

Non-compliance of STPs in
Delhi is significant as the
Yamuna stretch from Wazirabad
to Okhla is the most polluted.

The DPCC had prescribed
eight types of standards for
treated effluent of STPs (old and
new) in Delhi. It had communi-
cated the same to the Delhi Jal
Board (DJ]B), responsible for op-
erations and maintenance of
STPs,onJanuary 31. Compliance
status of the STPs was checked
by the pollution body in
September.

According to the report,
against the estimated 3,273 MLD
(720 million gallons per day)
sewage generation in Delhi, in-
stalled sewage treatment capac-
ity is just about 2,715.14 MLD
(597.26 MGD). However, on
ground, the actual use of sewage
treatment capacity is even lower
as capacity utilisation of existing
STPsis about 90% (2,432 MLD) of
installed capacity.

The issue of sewage treat-
ment plants not complying with
discharge norms also came up
during the 7th meeting of the

INTHE CAPITAL
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Central Monitoring Committee,
which met under the chairman-
ship of Union Jal Shakti Secretary
UP Singh on November 9.

Minutes of the meeting, cir-
culated on November 17, show
that the Executive Director
(Technology), National Mission
for Clean Ganga, raised the issue
of non-compliance of STPs. The
meeting was also attended by
Additional Chief Secretary
(Urban Development), Delhi
government, and other state
government officials, who ad-
mitted that some STPs are not
meeting the "stringent norms".

"CEO, Delhi Jal Board, in-
formed that 70 MGD of treated
water from STPs are achieving
discharge norms of BOD-10mg]],
TSS-10 mg/l and COD-50mg/1
and remaining operational STPs
whichare old, and have been de-
signed for old discharge norms,
may not be able to achieve the
stringent norms," state the min-
utes.

Itadded: "Of the 13 Common
Effluent Treatment Plants oper-
ational in Delhi, only three are
complying with norms...
Compliance of existing STPs and
CETPs and slow progress of on-
going STP projects remains a ma-
jor issue." CETPs have been es-
tablished for controlling
industrial pollution in the river.

When contacted, a senior DJB
official said, "All STPs will com-
ply with the advanced (dis-
charge) standards within three
years. A new approach is being
tried to upgrade STPs at low
cost."

4,906 NEW CASES, 68 DEATHS ON SUNDAY

Hospital beds free
up as Covid cases dip

Continue observing precautions, Kejriwal urges Delhiites

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 29

WITH A drop in the daily number
of Covid-19 cases over the last few
days, the availability of beds for
patients has gone up by 30%.
There are 18,691 beds earmarked
for Covid-19 patients across 134
hospitals, out of which 10,447
(55.6%)are vacant at the moment.

On Sunday, Delhi saw 4,906
new cases and 68 deaths, taking
the total number of cases to
5,66,648 and the death toll to
9,066. The positivity rate was
recorded at 7.64%, after the city
conducted 64,186 tests in the last
24 hours.

Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal acknowledged the dipin
the number of daily cases and re-
quested the public to continue
following social distancing eti-
quettes. "Number of cases and
deaths go further down —it's go-
ing down since November 7.
Delhi govt is working very hard.
Our doctors, nurses and all other
corona warriors are working
round the clock. I urge you all to
continue to observe all precau-
tions,” he tweeted.

As per data on the Delhi
Coronaapp,as of November 11 —
when the capital had 42,629 ac-
tive cases and saw the highest sin-
gle-day spike of 8,593 cases —
there were 16,439 beds dedicated
for patients and 7,973 (48%) were
vacant. Data also showed 518 of
3,3371CU beds were vacant — 163
with ventilators and 355 without
ventilators. However, as of
November 29, the number of va-
cancies has increased to 1,524.

Health Minister Satyendar
Jain in a tweet on Sunday said:
"Bed vacancy for Covid patients

Daily cases have dipped significantly since Nov 7. Amit Mehra

CORONAVIRUS IN THE CAPITAL
TOTAL CASES Total Vacant
HOSPITALBEDS | 18,691 | 10,404
5’66’648 VENTILATORS | 1,493 333
Daily cases | Recoveries |Deaths | Tests
Nov 28 4,998 6,512 89 69,051
Nov 29 4,906 6,325 68 64,186
Total 35,091 5,22,491 9,066 |62,37395
*Total active cases

in Delhi hospitals increased to
10,411 from 7,973 since
November 11 (more than 55%
Covid beds are now vacant).
During the same period, ICU bed
vacancy increased to 1,524 from
518. Since November 7, Covid
severity is coming down."
According to Dr B L Sherwal,
medical director, Rajiv Gandhi
Super Speciality Hospital, "There
has been a slight dip in the daily
number of admissions over the
last one week. As daily cases are
going down, we are expecting that
the situation will improve in the
coming days. The severity of the

Man held with 30 kg marijuana

New Delhi: Delhi Police has ar-
rested a 36-year-old man for al-
legedly posing as a travelling
ticket examiner (TTE) and ped-
dling drugs at New Delhi
Railway station. Police have re-
covered 30 kg marijuana, which
he had brought to Delhi through
Dibrugarh Rajdhani Express,
from his possession. DCP

(Railways)Harendra Singh iden-
tified the accused as Sukhvinder
Singh. “The arrest was made
Friday by our patrolling team at
New Delhi Railway Station after
they noticed amanin a TTE uni-
form carrying two bags. Sensing
something amiss, they checked
his bags and found 30 kg mari-
juanainside,” he said. ENS

disease will change and then not
many people will require hospi-
talisation.” Out of 500 beds at the
hospital, 342 are currently vacant.

A senior doctor at Lok Nayak
hospital said that of the 2,000
beds, more than 1,500 Covid
beds are lying vacant at the hos-
pital: "Till last week, we were get-
ting atleast 80-90 patients on a
daily basis but the number has
almost reduced to half in this
week. But we are prepared to
deal with more cases, and if the
numbers go up in the coming
days, then we will be able to
manage the patients.”

Tenant takes
home loans
using forged
papers, held

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 29

DELHIPOLICE has arrested aman
for allegedly procuring three
home loans worth Rs 6.70 crore
using a fake identity and forged
documents of his landlord's
house.

JCP(EOW)Dr O P Mishra said
the accused, Sunil Anand, was ar-
rested on Friday. "He posed as one
Rahul Sharma and forged docu-
ments to obtain loans. The mat-
ter came to light after the owner
of the house approached police
and lodged a complaint against
the accused,” he said.

In her complaint, the woman
alleged thatin 2014, she had given
her property at Surajmal Vihar to
Sachin Sharma, his father Mange
Ram Sharma and relative Rahul
Sharma onrent and on its expiry
in 2016, both Rahul and Sachin
entered intoalease deed with her
and continued to reside as ten-
ants at her property.

"In July 2016, the com-
plainant's husband received a call
fromafinance firm informing the
couple that Rahul had taken a
loan worth Rs 2.25 crore against
the security of her property and
that he is untraceable. She also
discovered later that besides the
mentioned loan, Rahul, Sachin
and Mange Ram...had also ob-
tained a loan of Rs 2.19 crore and
Rs2.25 crore fromabankand a fi-
nance company respectively
against her property in March-
April 2015... They had also pre-
pared a fake death certificate in
the name of the complainant to
procure home loans," he added.

Police said that Mange Ram
died in 2015 and his son Sachin
was arrested earlier this month.
"[temerged that one Sunil Anand
posed as Rahul Sharma, the
younger son of deceased Mange
Ram Sharma,” Mishra said.
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South Delhi parks
to soon have milk,
fruits kiosks

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 29

PARKS IN South Delhi will soon
have small shops or kiosks selling
items like fruits, milk and bread.
The standing committee of the
South MCD has passed a proposal
inthisregard inabid tofill its cof-
fers as revenue from parking, ad-
vertising and other sources has
been hit by the pandemic.

South Delhi has around 6,400
parks, including ornamental and
general parks. Officials said the
kiosks will have to be constructed
using eco-friendly material and
will be temporary, and vendors
will be provided a space measur-
ing 4.5x2.5 metres.

Leader of the house, South
MCD, Narendra Chawla said ven-
dors will be given a fixed time in
the morning and evening to run
the kiosks: "Theideais that people
going for a walk, or joggers, can
purchase things like dairy prod-
ucts, confectionery and daily-use
items such as milk and vegetables.
It would not be a kirana store but

will sell basic things."

"This will also helpin times of
Covid and people who do not
want to travel unnecessarily can
collect their vegetables and fruits
when they come for exercise,”
said a senior official.

According to Chawla, the pro-
posal would be passed by the
House in the next meeting, after
which the scheme will begin. In
the first stage, he said, mostly big
parks would be chosen.

For uniformity, a design for
the kiosk would be provided by
the corporation, the proposal
read. The space will be givenona
minimum reserve price of Rs
8,600 per site per month for cen-
tral and south zone and Rs 7,000
per site per month for west and
Najafgarh zones for a maximum
period of seven years. Bids will be
held for the space, said officials.

The winning bidder will have
to pay three months' licence fee
inadvance and deposit the same
amount as security. Non-pay-
ment would lead to a 12 percent
interest surcharge and termina-
tion after three months.

SALUTE THE SOLDIER

5043352 LNK NUN BAHADUR RANA, SM AND
5045078 RFN SHER BAHADUR GT, SM
29 NOV

On this day 5043352 Lnk Nun Bahadur Rana, SM
and 5045078 Rfn Sher Bahadur GT, SM of 5/1 Gorkha
Rifles made the supreme sacrifice during 'OP RAKSHAK'
Jammu & Kashmir in Nov 1997 in a true act of valour. The
brave soldiers will always be remembered for their
enthusiasm. To these brave heart we pledge that we shall
always be guided by their immortal spirit and make their

names proud.

CO AND ALL RANKS, 5/1 GORKHA RIFLES
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Life & journey of the teacher

URU NANAK was not born to affluent

parents. His father Mehta Kalidas was a

village patwari, the lowest rung of the
revenue hierarchy. Born on April 15, 1469, in the
western Punjab village of Talwandi (near Lahore,
which is now in Pakistan). Nanak was the only
son of his parents. He was born at a time of con-
flict between Hindus and Muslims. Nanak was
deeply interested in philosophy and spirituality
right from his childhood. From an early age, he
made friends with both Hindu and Muslim chil-
dren and was very inquisitive about the meaning
of life.

Right from childhood, Nanak was a rational
thinker. When he was 12, his father gave him
twenty rupees and asked him to do a business.
Guru Nanak bought food for all the money and
distributed among the poor. When his father
asked him what he did with the money , he
replied that he had done a true business.

As he grew up, he read and studied the tenets
of Hinduism as well as Islam. At the age of 13,
when it was time for Guru Nanak to be provided
with the sacred thread according to the tradi-
tional Hindu custom, he refused to accept it from
the priest, to the utter shock and disappointment
of his family.

Nanak would spend long hours absorbed in
meditation and in religious discussions with Mus-
lim and Hindu holy men who lived in the forests
surrounding the village. In order to make him in-
terested in worldly affairs, his father decided to
make him a family man. Guru Nanak did not ob-
ject as he felt married life would not conflict with
his spiritual pursuits. Thus, Guru Nanak happily
married, while he was still in his teens. He loved
his wife eventually had two sons — Sri Chand
and Lakshmi Chand. However, even a happy and
peaceful married life did not divest him of his pre-
occupation with matters pertaining to Divine
mission. For him, his duty was not confined to
serving himself and family. Humanity was his
family and serving humanity was his duty.

Now that he had a family of his own Guru

population of the time. Wherever he travelled he
used the local language to convey his message
to the people. He travelled thoughout the Indian
subcontinent and further east, west and north to
spread his mission. Wherever he went, he set up
local cells called manjis, where his followers
could gather to recite hymns and meditate.
There are many interesting anecdotes related to
his journeys. According to one story, when Guru
Nanak stopped at Haridwar, he found a large
gathering of devotees taking ritual bath in the
Ganga and offering water to their ancestors by
way of throwing water at the sun. Immediately,
Guru Nanak started throwing water in the oppo-
site direction. The bewildered pilgrims asked him
what he was doing. Guru Nanak replied “1 am

G“m “anakApostle of Peace

nance Corporation familyextend ’

warm wishes to everyone on
the auspicious occasion of 551st
Prakash purab of Guru Nanak
Dev Ji. Let us celebrate this day
and days to come honouring Guru
Sahib's wisdom and vision.Hewas -
a teacher, poet and activist whose
universal message of justice and equality
for all, women empowerment, service to others
and devotion to nature & environment was far
ahead of his time. Guru Sahib gave us a message
that the purpose of human beings is to achieve a
blissful state and be in harmony with the earth and
all creation. Sri Guru Granth Sahib (Air is the Guru,
Water the Father, and the Earth is the Great Mother
of all. Day and night are the two nurses, in whose

ION BEHALF of entire Power Fi-
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lap all the world is at play.)

The present day world with envi-
ronmental crisis caused by human-
. ity'sexploitation of nature is lead-
| ing to the depletion of renewable
! resources, destruction of forests,

over-use of land for agriculture and
habitation. A new ‘environmental
ethic’ dedicated to conservation and
wise use of the resources of the bountiful

nature is the need of the hour. May we learn from
the great Guru's wisdom, adapt to live in harmony
with the beautiful Mother Nature and rededicate
ourselves to work towards a sustainable world
while ensuring that the air, water, land, forests and
biodiversity remain vibrant, living systems for our
times and also for future generations.
R.S. Dhillon, CMD, Power Finance Corporation Ltd

Nanak was persuaded by his parents to take up a
job as an accountant in charge of the stores of
the then Governor of Sultanpur Daulat Khan Lodi.
Guru Nanak agreed and was joined by his family
and an old childhood friend Mardana, a musician
by profession. He would work during the days,
but early in the mornings and late at nights, he
would meditate and sing hymns accompanied by
Mardana on the rabab (A string instrument).

These sessions attracted a lot of attention and
many people started joining the two. Guru Nanak
tried to lead a normal life but he could not give up
his spiritual pursuits. From the very childhood, his
elder sister Bibi Nanki saw in him the Light of
God. In fact, she is known as the first disciple of
Guru Nanak.

Life long journeys

Guru nanak was thirty years old when he de-
cided to set out for travels to spread the message
of God, accompanied by Mardana for company.
Guru Nanak undertook long journeys to convey
his message to the people in the form of musical
hymns. He chose this medium to propagate his
message because it was easily understood by the

sending water to my farm which is dry”. The pil-
grims asked, “How will water reach you crops so
far away?” Guru Nanak replied, “If your water
can reach your ancestors in the region of the sun
, why can't mine reach my fields a short distance
away?”

On an eastern journey, Guru Nanak visited
Gorakhmata where he discussed the true mean-
ing of asceticism with some yogis. He proclaimed,
"Asceticism doesn't lie in ascetic robes, in walking
staff, or in the ashes. Asceticism doesn't lie in the
earring, in the shaven head, or blowing a conch.
Asceticism doesn't lie in wandering about, or in
bathing at places of pilgrimage. On the other
hand, asceticism lies in remaining pure amidst
impurities.”

After his first long journey spanning 12 years,
Guru Nanak returned home. He then set outon a
second journey travelling as far south as Sri
Lanka. On his return he founded a settlement
known as Kartharpur (Abode of God)on the west-
ern banks of Ravi river.

On his Third Journey he travelled north up to
Tibet. Wherever Guru Nanak travelled, he always
wore a combination of styles worn by Hindu and
Muslim holy men. Because of this, wherever he
went, he was asked whether he was a Hindu or
Muslim.

S

Rl GURU NANAK DEV JI, the Tk
founder of Sikh religion is
revered by all, irrespective of
caste and creed. His impact on
the Indian society has been pro-
found. A seer visionary and |
preacher, Sri Guru Nanak Dev Ji \
spread the holy message of love
and universal brotherhood.

Sri Guru Nanak Dev Ji teaches the one-
ness of God. He expressed the reality that there is
one God and many paths and the name of God is
Truth, “SATNAM". “There is light in all and that
light is He. Through this light everything is illu-
minated.” The unity of God implies the equality of
men.

He spread a simple message of "EK OM
KAR":we all are one, created by one creator.The
entire creation depends on Hukum, i.e. God's
will. He aligned with no religion and respected all
religions. According to him, egoism is the cause of
all human sufferings; it hampers human under-
standing, separates man from primal reality and

The seeker of truth

7\\\ -

dims the divine spark within him.
His followers are Sikhs (seekers

/ \ of Truth) and he taught to bow
[ only before God and to link
themselves to the Guru, the

/ light of Truth who lives always in
direct consciousness of God, ex-

periencing no separation. He is a
vital link in man's spiritual progress.

His influences go beyond the Sikh com-
munity and are spread throughout the world. He
tried to incorporate the best beliefs of Hindusim
and Islam while establishing the new tradition.
His teachings inspire to live in harmony with one
another and respect all religions.

As we observe his birth anniversary, we must
remember not only to reflect upon what he
taught us but also to mould our daily life in accor-
dance with his teachings. On this auspicious oc-
casion, | extend my heartiest greetings. Let us all
pledge to follow the teachings of the great saint.
S Krishnan, MD & CEO
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Healing Hearts Inspired by Guru Nanak’s Teachings

DOCTOR, YOU are among the pioneers
of preventive cardiology in India with
a brilliant career spanning over 3
decades. How has the Guru's teaching
impacted your contribution to the so-
ciety as a cardiologist?

My life has been nurtured by the three ba-
sic tenets of Sikhism i.e., Pray, Work,Share-
“Naam Japo, Kirat Karo, Vando Chhako,
which is an important part of Guru Nanak's
teaching. It is from where | draw spiritual
strength that has shaped my perspective to-
wards life and profession. | believe that seva
(service) through tan (physical), man (heart),
dhan (resources), which involves complete
commitment, is a result of hard work, selfless
service and is a source of contentment. So,
work hard for an honest living, always share
the fruits of your success with fellow beings. In
fact, complete commitment to one’s profes-
sion is total surrender to the will of the
Almighty. | live by it with humility.

How do you translate Guru Nanak’s
preaching, “Man Niva Mat Uchi Mat
Pat Da Rakha Ape Wahe Guru,” a part
of our daily ardas,which translates as
‘As Sikhs be endowed with humility,
high wisdom, and the immortal being
Waheguru may protect their wis-
dom™?

This verse defines the true essence of life
i.e, simple living and high thinking inculcates
humility and a sense of gratitude for all the
blessings one has.Also, one has to shun petty
and invested interests to live a worthwhile
life in eternal communion with the Almighty.
I can say with a sense of pride that SGRH is an
outstanding example where in group prac-
tise the dilemma of patient management is
eased through quick consensus by the col-
lective synergies of 18 cardiologists having
expertise in multiple disciplines in heartcare.
In our profession ‘Time gained is a life saved'.
The quality of treatment is not compromised

on nor is the patient inflicted with additional
financial burden bringing solace to their
physical, emotional, mental and financial
trauma. We are empathic on reiterating our
staff to treat and deal with the patient com-
passionately. Group practice inculcates a
healthy team camaraderie, acceptance of
varied view-points, enhances experience be-
sides fosters sound professional and inter-
personal ties. An enabled profession can
serve society the best.We are fortunate to
be part of Sir Ganga Ram Hospital which is a
Trust-run hospital, where 20% of the pa-
tients are treated free of cost and a significant
number at treated at affordable price.

Since the Covid-19 outbreak, how
has SGRH risen to tackle the crisis
while keeping its humanitarian spirit
high?

We got to witness incredible spirit of hu-
man endurance and resourcefulness rise to its
full potential when the unprecedented situa-
tion arose because of the Covid-19 pan-
demic. If you take a closer look, it would re-
veal that goodness is in every human being
and when they come together the collective
strength defies any challenge. SGRH is a living
example of this spirit of valuing human life. It
was amongst the first private hospitals to
have dedicated beds and area specified ex-
clusively for Covid patients. Mandatory pre-
cautions and strict measures were in place
along all line of operations. The medical fra-
ternity and staff relentlessly worked round
the clock, while the hospital provided every
support needed to the Covid warriors. Many
of the Covid patients, who were economi-
cally poor, were treated at a nominal fee or
free of cost. When Covid was at its peak,
SGRH ensured that the junior doctors, para-
medical staff, and front-line workers, got full
salary despite financial constraints. The se-
nior doctors reduced their salary drastically as
an expression of solidarity with the institution

Inspired by the teachings of Guru Nanak Dev ji,
Dr. J. P. S. Sawhney, one of India’s leading pioneers
in preventive cardiology, has shaped a stellar career for
himself by placing ‘duty before self.” A devout Sikh, the

unassuming cardiologist has an enviable portfolio of
brilliance and expertise to deservedly become Chairman
- Department of Cardiology at Sir Ganga Ram Hospital
(SGRH), one of India’s premier hospital based in Delhi.
In a gesture of thanks giving on the holy occasion of
Guru Purab commemorating Guru Nanak ji's birth
anniversary, Dr Sawhney shares with The Indian
Express, the impact and relevance of the Sikh Guru’s
teachings on his life enabling him to serve mankind
as a divine calling.
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- Guru Nanak

Air is the Guru, Water the Father, and the
Earth is the Great Mother of all
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to tide over the fund crunch. As OPD’s were
not functional, doctors of SGRH held many
virtual consultations free of cost for its pa-
tients, whereas webinars kept the medical
fraternity and its students informed and con-
nected in the hour of crisis. Having lived with
the virus for over a year now, we are more
experienced and prepared in handling such
cases.

How is SGRH contributing towards
quality educationof medical students
and research?

| feel proud to say that SGRH,besides pro-
viding best patient care, is an institution
which has strong focus on teaching and re-
search.We have both postgraduate and post
doctoral courses, PhD and fellowships in var-
ious departments with large number of stu-
dents form across the country. We train hun-
dreds of doctors every year. In research, we
have participated in a large numberof global
clinical trials and registries, which helped us
to develop new drugs for better treatment
of patients in different clinical conditions.
We have always had good support and ap-
preciation from our senior colleagues and
hospital trust.

Kabeer Maanas Janam Dhurlabh
Hai Hoe Na Baarai Baar which
means, “Kabeer, itis so difficult to ob-
tain this human body; it does not just
come over and over again.”What rel-
evance does it bear in your profes-
sion?

This simple verse, if one looks into the
deeper aspect of its meaning, underlines,
that being born as a human being is a bless-
ing in itself and one does not obtain this
form so easily, nor does one get the human
form again and again in the cycle of rebirth.
Even in today's circumstances the relevance
of the teaching stands steady. It means that
one should look after one’s health and lead a
healthy life. Only when you take care of your
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health can you take care of the community. So,
look after your health and life and then serve
the community.As doctors, we emphasise on
this aspect by saying, “prevention is better
then cure, sofirst take care of your health and
yourself.”

Could you share about the humani-
tarian initiatives of the Sikh commu-
nity during the Covid pandemic?

The Sikh community is acknowledged and
felicitated worldwide for their humanitarian
services. Since Covid put several nations under
lockdown food and finance posed a serious
concern for millions of people. Sikhs kept
their celebrations low key and langars were
stopped to avoid community transfer of the
virus. However, the Sikh community ensured
that the needy do not sleep on an empty
stomach and so prepared food packets at
homes and even Gurudwaras,as well as dis-
tributed other daily essentials collected by
them.We also distributed free masks and
provide free medical aid during emergencies.
Sharing, caring and daring are intrinsic to the
teachings of the Guru Nanak ji, and its strong
philosophy make Sikhs stand out during any
calamity.

Whom would you like to thank for
enriching your life?

| believe that gratitude is the precursor of
humility. Most importantly, | feel special and
humbled as God has blessed me with all that
one could wish for and much more, includ-
ing the opportunity to work in tandem with
my colleagues at SRGH for the betterment of
society. | am happy to be a Doctor, a Clinical
Cardiologist and a Researcher. | am indebted
to my parents, wife, children, colleagues, pa-
tients and mentors for their selfless support to
help me evolve as an individual and a pro-
fessional. | pray that peace and wellness pre-
vail with ‘Babaiji's meher'.

Issued in Public Interest by
Dr. J. P. S. Sawhney
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City AQlto
deteriorate

this week

New Delhi: The capital’s
air quality is expected to
deteriorate in the coming
days, with wind speed ex-
pected to dip. On Sunday,
AQI deteriorated to 254
from 231 the previous day.
According to the SAFAR
forecast, it is expected to
deteriorate further to very
poor over the coming two
days. “Ventilation condi-
tions are likely to slow
down further by tomor-
row. Stubble fire counts
with sufficient potential as
estimated from SAFAR-
multi-satellite products
have increased to around
464.Hence, stubble burn-
ing share in PM2.5 in
Delhi’s air is estimated at
around 6% for today. AQlis
forecast to marginally de-
teriorate to the very poor
category for the next two
days. It is likely to further
deteriorate...on December
2,” the forecast stated.

6 RWAsto
get Swachh
awards

New Delhi: In order to en-
courage participation of
residents welfare associa-
tions (RWAs) in keeping
their surroundings clean,
the South Delhi Municipal
Corporation has named six
RWAs for the Swachh
Survekshan Award. The
awards will be given
to RWA Chander Nagar in
Janakpuri, RWA
Brotherhood Apartment
in Vikas Puri, RWA RED
MIG Flatin Rajouri Garden,
RWA C-2 Block in
Janakpuri, RWA AE-Block
inTagore Garden and RWA
Vatika Vihar in Subhash
Nagar for securing top po-
sitions in the swachhrank-
ing. As many as 37 RWAs
from across 29 wards ac-
tively took part in the ini-
tiative, officials said.

38-year-old
arrested for
6 H ] L
raping’ niece
New Delhi: Police has ar-
rested a 38-year-old man
for allegedly raping his
niece in New Delhi range.
The arrest was made few
days ago after the minor
informed her mother that
her uncle allegedly raped
her when she had gone to
his house. On the basis of
her complaint,an FIR was

registered and the ac-
cused was arrested. ENS

DRDOraises
ICU bedsin
hospital

New Delhi: The Defence
Research and Develop-
ment Organisation
(DRDO) has increased the
number of ICUbeds to 500
inSardar Vallabhbhai Patel
Covid Hospital at Delhi
Cantonment, an official
statement said Sunday.
The hospital was made op-
erational on July 5 by the
DRDO to treat Covid-19
patients from Delhi and
other states.Ithas a total of
1,000beds. “DRDO hasin-
creased the number of ICU
beds to 500 in Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel Covid
Hospital at  Delhi
Cantonment on the advice
of the Union Government
inview of rising number of
cases in Delhi-NCR. All
beds are provided with
oxygen support,” the state-
ment said.

Block rejigon
the cards for
Delhi Cong

New Delhi: Organisational
restructuring in the Delhi
Congressis expected to be-
gin next week at the block
level and priority will be
given to members who
worked hard during Covid
relief work, Delhi state
president Anil Chaudhary

said Sunday. PTI

NIGHT SHELTER

Farmers at Nirankari ground in Burari Sunday, where they have been permitted to hold their protest against the farm laws. Gajendra Yadav

DAY 2 OF SIT-IN

Under Ghazipur flyover, farmers recollect
2018 protest: ‘Met with todphod, lathis’

SUKRITABARUAH
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 29

AS A few hundred farmers from
Western Uttar Pradesh spent
their second day under the
Ghazipur flyover at Delhi’s bor-
der with Uttar Pradesh on
Sunday, it was not the first such
experience for many of them —
several of these farmers had also
held a similar sit-in at the same
place two years ago after a kisan
rally had been stopped with vio-
lent force at the border.

On October 2,2018,a 10-day
long Kisan Kranti Yatra by farm-
ers from various states had made
news when they were stopped
at the Ghazipur border to Delhi
by police with tear gas shells, ba-
ton charge and water cannons,
leaving at least 14 injured.

Many of the farmers from
Western Uttar Pradesh who ar-
rived at the border on Saturday
in solidarity with the protesting
farmers of Haryana and Punjab

The numbers increased on Sunday as more farmers came in from various villages during the
course of the day and gathered under the flyover near the UP-Delhi border. Prem Nath Pandey

had been a part of that rally.
“The only thing we received

from last time’s protest was tod-

phod, water cannons and lathis.

Heading to protest,
mechanic dies after
car catches fire

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI/ JHAJJAR,NOV 29

A 65-YEAR-OLD mechanic, who
was on his way to join the farm-
ers’ protest at Tikri border, help-
ing repair their vehicles along
the way, died after his car caught
fire in Bahadurgarh on Saturday
night. Police said Janak Raj, who
hailed from Punjab’s Dhanaula,
was sleeping in his vehicle when
the incident took place.

Police said they inspected the
spot and don’t suspect foul play.
His family said Raj, who sup-
ported the Bharatiya Kisan
Union (BKU), left for Delhi two
days ago with his farmer friends.

Superintendent of Police
(Jhajjar) Rajesh Duggal said, “His
friends told us they stopped at
Bahadurgarh at 11.30 pm as one
of their tractors needed to be re-
paired. After some time, Raj went
to sleep inside his Swift car.
Around 1.30 am, the car caught
fireand the mandied in his sleep.”

Raj’s friends, Harpreet,
Gurpreet and Gurjant, called po-
lice and tried to douse the blaze.
They broke the car’s windows
and pulled out Raj but he had
died of burn injuries and smoke.
His friends said the car was do-
nated by a man from Barnala.

Jhajjar Police tweeted, “There
was a short circuit inside the car
which led to the fire. We spoke
to the farmers, they said they
were sleeping in their tractors
when the car caught fire...”

Raj’s family was informed and

JanakRaj
(65)was
sleepingin
the car when
the fire
broke out

his body was taken to a hospital
inBahadurgarh. His son Sahil told
reporters, “We received a call late
atnightabout his death. We were
shocked... he said he was going to
help his friends in the protest and
would be back soon. He had are-
pair shop, he shut it three days
ago to go support the farmers.”
Jarnail Singh Jawandapindi, a
BKU Ugrahan leader, said, “We
have demanded Rs 20 lakh com-
pensation from the Centre, a job
for afamily member,aloan waiver
if any. The same demands have
been sent across to the Punjab
government as well.” Raj's wife
Urmila Deviand son Sahil alsore-
iterated the demands. “I have
done aBA, B.Edandam planning
to appear for master cadre ex-
ams...[amunemployed as of now;
we have no source of income.”

Nothing happened with the de-
mands that we had come for-
ward with. We had asked that
the Swaminathan Report be im-

plemented but we didn't see our
struggle lead to any favourable
consequences for us,” said Vikas,
a farmer from Meerut district.

On similar force used on
farmers at the Delhi-Haryana
border, he said, “It really seems
that thereis nodemocracy in the
country, there is no will to even
talk to farmers. There is a very
simple demand, that we be
givenawritten assurance on the
MSP but what protesting farm-
ers are getting is torture.”

Said Ankit Singh (22), from
Baghpat district, “We remember
everything that had happened
last time. The tyres of our trac-
tors had been punctured, elders
who were sitting in tractors had
been hurt. We were doing a
peaceful yatra but that had
shaken the government into re-
acting like that. But two years
down the line, we are still strug-
gling with increases in the costs
of diesel, electricity, fertilisers
and the GST while the price of
sugarcane has not changed in
four years. We are supposed to
be paid by mills for our sugar-
cane within 14 days of cane de-
livery but many of us haven't re-

Farmers head to Haryana
to stock up on food, qullts

JIGNASASINHA &
SUKRITABARUAH
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 29

TO SURVIVE the harsh winter,
protesting farmers at Delhi bor-
ders make daily trips to nearby
towns in Haryana to buy food and
clothes since local police don'tal-
low them to enter the capital.
Help also comes from local
groups and gurdwaras in nearby
towns in Haryana and Uttar
Pradesh, which have been bring-
ing them food and essentials.

At Tikri Border, near Mundka,
farmers go to Bahadurgarh in
Haryana to get food, clothes and
quilts.

Manpreet Singh (35), a
farmer, said, “There are a few
shops here (Delhi) but they shut
them when we approach them.
Police also don’t let us cross the
border to buy groceries. They
want us to go to the Burari
ground but we will wait here.
Yesterday, we decided to make
trips to Bahadurgarh to get veg-
etables. We have wheat, oil and
rice which will last us a month
but we need vegetables.”

Singh and four of his friends
drove to Bahadurgarh and also
bought quilts, potatoes and
onions.

On Sunday morning, several
farmers set their utensils and
groceries on the road and made
rotis with aloo sabzi. Some cut
vegetables while others were
tasked with serving food to
farmers and commuters.

With the border sealed, and
commuters having to walk a
long distance to cross it, farmers

On Sunday morning, several farmers set their utensils and
groceries on the road and made rotis with aloo sabzi.

said they helped people coming
from Haryana by giving them
roti and sabzi.

Nasib (66), another farmer,
also went to Bahadurgarh and
bought a sweater along with veg-
etables.

He said, “I knew police would
stop us here. My wife sent some
food but there are a lot of people
here. We get tired after the protest
but have to make these trips to get
food. Also, there are no barricades
inHaryana sowe cango there and
buy essentials.”

Meanwhile, at the Delhi-UP
Ghazipur border, farmers were
helped by local groups who
bought food as a show of soli-
darity.

Members of Singh Sabha
Gurdwara in Delhi bought tea
and dal-chawal for the protest-
ing farmers.

“They are farmers, we are de-
pendenton themand they spent
the night here. They help us so

we would also like to help them.
Besides, our fathers and forefa-
thers were also farmers,” said
Gebhri Singh, a business owner.

As they distributed the food,
the gathering — all farmers from
Western Uttar Pradesh villages
- chanted for them, “Jo bole so ni-
haal, sat sri akal.”

Sikh farmers from Ramraj in
Muzaffarnagar district brought
vegetable biryani, parathas,
pickle and kheer made with sug-
arcane juice that they had pre-
pared in the morning in their vil-
lage gurdwara, and drove down
125 km to Delhi by the after-
noon.

“We all do what we can to
contribute to the farmers across
states to address their issues. We
will continue to do this for as
long as we can. We farmers are a
vast unorganised community,
we must support each other,”
said Subhagvir Singh Mann, a
farmer from Muzaffarnagar.

New Delhi

ceived payment for 14 months.”

The farmers, affiliated with
Bharatiya Kisan Union (BKU),
had settled under the Ghazipur
flyover for the night on Saturday.
The numbers increased on
Sunday as more farmers came in
from various villages during the
course of the day.

Participating farmers and
BKU national head Rakesh Tikait
said that they intend to continue
to remain at the border in their
protest of solidarity.

“Farmers have thousands of
issues and our struggles are
never ending. Even during the
coronavirus lockdown, even
though we too were scared of the
virus, we had to organise small
sit-ins across villages in our dis-
trict because sugarcane farmers
had not yet received payment for
the year 2018-2019. The current
issue is a problem with all farm-
ers but this government stifles
their voices. They did it in 2018,
they are doing it now,” said Rajbir
Singh, from Ghaziabad district.

3 men held
for breaking
into govt flat,
targeted doc
last month

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 29

THREE MEN were arrested for
allegedly breaking into a vacant
government flat in Tilak Marg
Saturday evening.

Police said they were locked
from outside by one of the
neighbours who heard a com-
motion in the house and got
suspicious.

According to police, the ac-
cused were allegedly targeting
vacant government flats on
Shahjahan Road and other
nearby areas for theft.

A senior officer said the trio
had also targeted the house of a
doctor from Ram Manohar
Lohia (RML) Hospital on
Shahjahan Road last month.

Deputy Commissioner of
Police (New Delhi) Dr Eish
Singhal identified the arrested
men as Divyanshu Thakur (23),
Aman Kumar (24) and Rajiv
Chauhan (23). “Aman’s father is
a class IV employee in NDMC,
while the fathers of the other
two accused are daily wagers,”
said the DCP.

The incident came to light
on Saturday when a PCR call
was received from Dr Bhagu Lal,
who lives on Pandara Road, who
claimed that some unidentified
persons barged into a ground
floor house, which also houses
a CGHS dispensary, following
which he had locked the door
from outside.

“Police immediately rushed
to the spot and met Lal before
detaining the accused. It came
to light that the trio were trying
to steal water taps and electri-
cal goods. They were later ar-
rested. Aman was earlier ar-
rested in 2018 from South
Delhi’s Lodhi Colony in a simi-
lar case,” a senior police officer
said.

During investigation, police
came to know that the accused
were targeting government
flats over the last few weeks af-
ter conducting a recce in the
area.

“On October 31, they barged
into a 59-year-old RML doctor’s
house at Shahjahan Road when
she was sleeping and de-
camped with her mobile phone
and other belongings. During
questioning, they admitted to
their involvement in several
cases. Police are verifying these
claims before making their ar-
rest in these cases as well,” a po-
lice officer said.

City sees coldest

Novina

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 29

BELOW NORMAL temperatures
on most nights this month has
pushed this November to be the
coldestin at least a decade, data
from the India Meteorological
Department (IMD) shows.

The average minimum or
night time temperature so far
for the month until Sunday was
10.3 degrees Celsius — the low-
est since at least 2011. This is
also lower than the mean min-
imum temperature for the
month, 12.9 degrees Celsius,
which is based on data from
1981 to 2010, as per IMD.

Four cold wave days —when
minimum temperature dips to
10 degrees Celsius or lower and
the departure from normal tem-
perature is 4.5 degrees or less —
were recorded this November.
Since 2011, Novembers in 2014
and 2013 have recorded only one
cold wave each.

Minimum or night time tem-
perature in the capital rapidly fell
after November 16 — from 16 de-
grees Celsius to 6.3 degrees
Celsius on November 23.

This was the lowest reading
of minimum temperature for the
current month since November
29,2003, when mercury dipped
to 6.1 degrees Celsius at night.

Minimum temperatures this
month have also remained be-
low normal on all days except on
November 16 and 17, when rain-
fall and cloud cover over the city
had helped increase the temper-
ature.

IMD officials said a reason

decade

OVER THE YEARS

Avg min Novtemp (in°C)
2020 I 10.3*
2019 N 15
2018 N34
2017 IN2.8
2016 N 2.8
*Until Nov 29
LOWESTMIN TEMP
THISMONTH

Nov23-6.3°C
Source: IMD

behind the dip in temperatures
is the snowfall in high altitude
areas north of Delhi in Himachal
Pradesh, Jammu & Kashmir and
Uttarakhand. Cold northwest-
erly winds blowing from these
areas towards Delhi have been
bringing down the temperature.

Additionally, clear skies over
Delhi for most part of the
month, which causes higher ra-
diation at night, and the La Nifia
weather pattern may have
helped bring down minimum
temperatures.

Kuldeep Srivastava, head of
IMD's regional weather forecast-
ing centre in Delhi, said the min-
imum temperature is expected
to be below normal for the rest
of winter in the capital.

On Sunday, the minimum
temperature recorded at the
IMD’s Safdarjung observatory,
which s representative of Delhi,
was 7 degrees Celsius, three de-
grees below normal. It is forecast
to remain seven degrees on
Monday as well.
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GOVT 8 POLITICS

PLAYING SAFE

BY MAKING it public that he deferred the decision on recom-
mending the inclusion of Veerashaiva-Lingayat community
in the Union list for Other Backward Classes (OBCs) after the
Centre's intervention, Karnataka Chief Minister B S
Yediyurappa has saved himself from the ire of the commu-
nity, a strong support base for the BJP in the state. It was a call
from Home Minister Amit Shah ahead of the Cabinet meeting
that made Yediyurappa postpone the move. With the BJP now
rethinking its approach to sub-categorisation of the OBCs, a
stand on inclusion of new castes in the list also has become a
point of internal debate in the ruling party. A section of BJP
leaders argue that the party should not support further cate-
gorisation of the caste groups so that it can keep its Hindu
votes intact. So, the Chief Minister may have to wait for some
time to get the green signal from the central leadership.

FALLING SHORT

POLITICAL PARTIES often talk a lot about price rise. And
Opposition parties are the loudest. But a meeting of the
Parliamentary Standing Committee on Food, Consumer Affairs
& Public Distribution, which was scheduled to discuss the is-
sue of ‘Price Rise of Essential Commuodities — Causes & Effects’
on Friday, could not deliberate on the subject as the meeting
adjourned due to lack of quorum. At least 10 members are re-
quired for quorum. However, only nine of the 31 members
committee were present at the meeting. This prompted com-
mittee chairman, TMC member Sudip Bandyopadhyay, to ad-
journ the meeting. Now, the committee is expected to meet
next month.

CoviD PAIN

THE RAILWAYS has been hit by the latest surge in Covid cases
in the Capital. Around 50 officers and other staffers have
tested positive of late and kept in isolation. Faced with this
new wave, the ministry has decided to close its offices on
December 1 and 2 to carry out a thorough sanitisation of its
premises. This kind of closure of office was a regular feature
during the peak of the lockdown. Officials said they thought
the worst was over but the current order indicates
otherwise.

JUMPING SHIP

WITH Assembly elections in West Bengal just months away,
party-hopping has already begun. While all the attention is
on the plans of disgruntled Trinamool Congress leader
Suvendu Adhikari amid speculation that he could join the BJP,
the Congress too is worried. Earlier this month, one of its MLAs
hadjoined the Trinamool Congress. One gets to hear that one
more could jump ship soon. There is also speculation that one
of the party’s prominent faces in Bengal is upset.

KERALA LOCAL POLLS

Will eradicate nawab-nizam
culture from Hyderabad: Shah

Campaigning for municipal polls, BJP leader claims secret pact between TRS, AIMIM

SREENIVAS JANYALA
HYDERABAD, NOVEMBER 29

UNION HOME Minister Amit
Shah on Sunday claimed that the
ruling TRS in Telangana and
AIMIM have entered into a
secret pact.

“We don’t have a problem if
TRS has a tie-up with AIMIM. But
why hide it? Why doesn’t the
TRS have the guts to accept that
they have an understanding
with AIMIM?” he asked.

“Aap dono aapas mein secretly
ilu ilu karte ho lekin bahar nahi
bolte ho (You are interacting se-
cretly but not making it public),”
Shah told reporters during his
visit to Hyderabad ahead of the
elections to Greater Hyderabad
Municipal Corporation (GHMC).

Expressing hope that the city
will elect a BJP mayor, Shah ap-
pealed to the citizens to give the
party one chance.

“Hyderabad can become a
global IT hub but the TRS and

Home Minister Amit Shah at a roadshow in Hyderabad. P11

AIMIM who rule GHMC failed to
develop proper infrastructure.
Recently, the city got flooded and
7 lakh families were affected.
During the last six years, the TRS
and AIMIM failed to lay even a
single new stormwater drain or
desilt the existing ones,” he said.

“The AIMIM encourages en-
croachment everywhere, in-
cluding on water bodies, which
block the flow of water causing
the flooding. If BJP comes to
power in GHMC, we will de-
molish all the illegal structures
blocking rain water so that the

PM to mark Dev Deepawali in
Varanasi today, review project

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW,NOVEMBER 29

PRIME MINISTER Narendra Modi
will attend the Dev Deepawali in
his constituency Varanasi on
Monday, and light the first diya -
earthenlamp - atRajghat. accord-
ingtostate officials. Arrangements
have been made for more than 15
lakhdiyas,upfrom 10lakhlastyear,
which will be lit across 80 ghats.

This is the first time the Prime
Minister will be attending the Dev
Deepawali, whichis celebrated on
the 15th day after Deepawali.
According to officials, he will be
accompanied by UP Governor
Anandiben Patel and CM Yogi
Adityanath, who has personally
supervised the arrangements.

During his six-hour visit, the
Prime Minister will watcha show
based on the life of Gautam
Buddha and another show based
on a mythological theme. He is
also expected toreview the Kashi
Vishwanath Dham Corridor proj-
ect. He will also perform puja at
Kashipuradhpati temple and will
take aboat ride along the ghats of
the Ganga. He will also address a
public meeting in Khajuri and in-
augurate a six-lane road from
Rajatlab to Handia.

Security personnel review arrangements at the venue ahead
of the PM’s visit, in Varanasi on Sunday. P11

Varanasi to get back stolen
Annapurna statue: Modi

Lucknow: Prime Minister Narendra
Modi announced in his Mann ki
Baat programme on Sunday thata
statue of Goddess Annapurna,
whichwasstolenfromatemplein
Varanasi in 1913, will be returned
to the holy city soon.

The statue, which was smug-
gled out of the country, was re-

cently brought back from
Canada. Modi said Goddess
Annapurna has a very special re-
lation with Kashi and bringing
back the statue is a happy occa-
sion. He added that several of
such invaluable items have
brought back from foreign coun-
tries in recent years. ENS

city is saved from flooding in
future. Give us one chance. We
will eradicate the nawab-
nizam culture and convert
Hyderabad into a modern city.
We want to take Hyderabad
from dynasty rule towards
democracy. We want to make
it a progressive city. Give BJP
one chance,” Shah added.

Targeting Chief Minister K
Chandrashekar Rao over his han-
dling of the floods, the Union
Home Minister said, “Where was
KCR when half the city was
flooded? The localities opposite
the CM'’s residence were also af-
fected but he was missing in ac-
tion, neither did he callameeting
of GHMC officials or corporators.”

He also participated in a
roadshow at Warasiguda in
Secunderabad and offered
prayers at Bhagyalakshmi Devi
Temple in Old City.

Campaigning for the GHMC
elections ended Sunday and
polling for the 150 seats will be
held on December 1.

Tea in kulhad at
nearly 400 rly
stations for
plastic-free
India: Goyal

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
JAIPUR,NOVEMBER 29

TEA WILL be sold in environ-
ment-friendly ‘kulhads’ (earthen
cups) instead of plastic cups at
all railway stations in the coun-
try, Railway Minister Piyush
Goyal said on Sunday.

Speaking at an event organ-
ised at the Digawara railway sta-
tion in Rajasthan's Alwar district,
the minister said, “Teais givenin
'kulhads' at nearly 400 railway
stations in the country today,
and in future, it is our planning
that tea will be sold only in 'kul-
hads' at all the railway stations
in the country. This will be the
contribution of the Railways to-
wards a plastic-free India.”

‘Kulhad’ saves the environ-
ment and lakhs of people get
employment from it, he said.

The minister was speaking at
an event to mark the inaugura-
tion of the newly electrified
Dhigawara-Bandikui section un-
der North-Western Railways. He
also flagged off the first train on
the newly electrified section. The
entire line from Rewari to Ajmer
has now been electrified, he said.

Young women in the fray look to make a difference

SHAJUPHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
NOVEMBER 29

THE UPCOMING elections to the
three-tier local self-government
bodies in Kerala will see several
youngsters — particularly women
students and professionals with
little political background - being
fielded by mainstream parties.
The candidates say they are in it
for development and to change
the way people look at politics.

UDF candidate in
Changanassery municipality
Aysha Hussain says she wants
youngsters to have a say in grass-
roots governance. “In elections, we
usually see people who have
made politics their means of liveli-
hood. We want a change and
youngsters should lead our local
bodies,” she says.

The 23-year-old M.Tech stu-
dent, who has no political back-

ground, says the decision to con-
test elections was her own.

K A Ashwini, the CPI(M) can-
didate in Aryad panchayat,
Alappuzha, says social work has
been her stepping stone to poli-
tics. The daughter of a daily wage
labourer, who is doing her mas-
ters in social work, says, “For the
past five years, | have been giving
tuition to children in coastal vil-
lages. This has helped evoke my
interest in politics and social
work.”

Alocal office-bearer of SFI, the
student wing of CPI(M), Ashwini's
experience in politics so far was
largely limited to campus.

In Nanmanda panchayat in
Kozhikode district, the BJP has
fielded Aswini Balan, a 23-year-
old who has completed her B.Ed.
“This are changing times and I be-
lieve the youth have alargerole to
playinthe evolving development
agenda,” she says. “There arealot
of technological interventions we
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UDF candidate Aysha Hussain
in Changanassery. Express

have to bring to rural governance.”

“I have not, however, aban-
doned the dream to become a
schoolteacher;” Balansays,adding
that her college days were free of
politics although her family has
BJP background.

For the political parties, the
willingness shown by women
students and young professionals
to participate in grassroots gover-

nance has helped them reduce
dependence on the pool of
women members in the state’s
poverty eradication and women
empowerment mission
Kudumbashree and ASHA work-
ers,who so far formed the bulk of
the women candidates in civic
elections.

After reservation of seats for
women was increased to 50 per
cent, the parties had to scout for
willing candidates. This time,
however, in several local bodies,
women are contesting even in
general seats, which have been
dominated by men.

According to Dr Joy Elamon,
Director-General, Kerala Institute
of Local Administration, the in-
volvement of youth is agood sign
considering the growing role of lo-
cal bodies in governance.

“Thereisasurge of youngsters
this time. It is a good sign that our
new generationisready to take up
leadership if provided adequate

space,” he says. “This trend has
shown that the youth will not shy
away from politics and the state
would get a new breed of repre-
sentatives atatime when the gov-
ernment is going ahead with new
initiatives in health, education,
housing and agriculture with the
involvement of local bodies.”
Recently, the governmentalso
assigned alarger role tolocal bod-
ies in disaster management, al-
lowing them to have their own
disaster management plan.
DrJoy says the 2018 flood was
an eye-opener for many young
volunteers. “These young volun-
teers saw how civic bodies deliver
results. Besides, the civic bodies
have opened up a lot of avenues
of community participation in
governance. The rejuvenation of
several rivers has been one such
initiative of community participa-

tion.”

“The interest of youth in local
bodies shows that we would get
anew leadership with perspec-
tive to take up the emerging chal-
lenges,” he adds.

CPI(M) legislator P Aisha Potty,
who has been representing
Kottarakkara since 2006, says
women have come a long way in
the state. “When 33 per cent
women reservationin local bodies
cameinto effectin 1995, not many
women were willing to join the
electoral fray. Support from family
was lacking... Over the past two
decades, our women have been
empowered. Now, we see a lot of
youngsters ready to contest. They
would give new energy to our lo-
cal governance.”

Thelocal body electionsinthe
state are scheduled to be held on
December 8,10and 14.

BJP wants to create own
ecosystem, institutions
compromised: Mehbooba

BASHAARAT MASOOD
SRINAGAR,NOVEMBER 29

ACCUSINGTHEBJPof creating “an
ecosystem where there is no real
space for democracy”, PDP presi-
dent and former Jammu &
Kashmir  Chief = Minister
Mehbooba Mufti on Sunday al-
leged that the country’s institu-
tions were at the “forefront of im-
plementing” the ruling party’s
agenda.

“They wantto create theirown
ecosystem where they want toin-
stall their puppets and their B-
teams,” Mulfti told reporters. "It is
unfortunate that all our institu-
tions, which should have safe-
guarded democracy, which
should have safeguarded the
rights of the people, even though
they swear by the Constitution,
are at the forefront of implement-
ing the BJP's agenda in totality...
our institutions have been com-
promised,” she said.

She asked if India can talk to
China, why not Pakistan. “China
has grabbed our land and we are
talking to them... Here on the bor-
der, people are dying from both
sides. Why don’t you talk to
Pakistan. Is it about being a
Muslim country because every-
thingis communal now," she said.

Mufti said she had received
messages, warning her not to talk
about Article 370 or the Kashmir
issue. “They have told me earlier
and they are telling me today as

PDP chief: China grabbed
our land and we are talking
to them...why don’t you talk

to Pak Shuaib Masoodi

well ... directly and indirectly ...
That I provoke the people. The
only thing they are trying to do is
to get to me but they are not get-
ting anything (against me). They
want to ban my party,” she said. “I
want to tell them when their min-
isters come here, nine out of 10
times they only talk about Article
370.When I talk about it, they get
rattled.”

“If by abrogating (Article) 370,
theissue hasbeenresolved, what
is the Army doing here? They
should have been at the border,”
she said.

The PDP chief said participa-
tion of people in District
Development Council (DDC) polls
doesn’t mean the Kashmir issue
isover.

She claimed that candidates of
the Gupkar alliance had been con-
fined to their homes while others
had freedom to campaign.

Its Kashmir manifesto in
Urdu, BJP cites ‘unification,
war against corruption’

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
SRINAGAR,NOVEMBER 29

THE BJP on Sunday released its
election manifestoin Urdu for the
ongoing District Development
Council (DDC) polls in Kashmir.
Former MLCVibhod Guptare-
leased the manifesto in presence
of senior party leaders from the
Valley such as Sofi Yosuf and
Darakhshan Abdrabi. The man-
ifesto claims that while the BJP has
unified the country by abrogating
provisions of Article 370 and
Article 35A that provided special
status to the erstwhile state of
Jammu and Kashmir, the People's
Alliance for Gupkar Declaration —
an amalgam of several main-
stream political parties, including
NC and PDP -- was working
against the national interest for
vote bank politics. It further says

that after reorganisation, Jammu
and Kashmir has been put on a
track of development and peace.

The party claimed that stone-
pelting was ended and terrorism
was being dealt with aniron hand.
The BJP also claimed credit for re-
serving 100 per cent of govern-
mentjobsin the union territory for
its residents only and framing a
policy that will spurindustrialisa-
tion. The party said it haslaunched
awaragainst corruption and land
grabbing, and basicamenities like
electricity, water supply and road
networks in the union territory
have beenimproved.

TheBJPalso claimed credit for
doing away with SRO-202, a pol-
icy brought in by the PDP-BJP gov-
ernment in 2015 under which
newly recruited government em-
ployees in J&K were paid a paltry
remuneration for seven years be-
fore being paid full salary.
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IMPORTANT NOTICE FOR RAIL PASSENGERS

EAST : DILSHAD GARDEN, DELHI 110095

EPABX: +91-11-22135200, 22135700 FAX: +91-11-22110505
WEST : C-2/B, JANAK PURI, NEW DELHI 110058
EPABX: +91-11-25501111, 25541111 FAX: +91-11-25549999
Website: www.dsci.nic.in E-mail: director.dsci@nic.in
NIN ID: DSCI (East) - 1112313380 & DSCI (West) - 1115545855

DELHI STATE CANCER INSTITUTES ()

Centres par excellence in the service of humanity E¥==
(A group of autonomous institutions under the

Govt. of NCT of Delhi)

RECRUITMENT NOTICE

Delhi State Cancer Institute (DSCI) is a chain of Autonomous, dedicated Cancer care
Institutions under the Government of NCT of Delhi established under the Societies
Registration Act of 1860.

© [LLLE IR (2T TV Notification No. 126/2020

IMPORTANT NOTICE FOR RAIL PASSENGERS

It is notified for information of general public
that following Special Express trains will run from
01.12.2020 as per revised time table as under -

sl

02092/02091 Kathgodam-Dehradoon-Kathgodam Special Train

It is notified for information of general

public that following Special Express

trains will run from 01.12.2020 as per |8

revised time table as under :- e

02040/02039 New Delhi — Kathgodam — New Delhi
Shatabdi Express Special Train

Ex. New Delhi-From01.12.2020 Daily,

To achieve the aims and to expand its services further for the patients, the Institute invites
Applications for below mentioned posts from the willing persons who feel capable to accept
challenges in various fields;

1. Executive Engineer (Electrical)- Advt No 04/2020

2. Assistant Engineer (AC)- Advt No 04/2020

3. Consultant (AD)- Advt No 05/2020

4. Consultant (Head Clerk/HE-I/Stenographer)- Advt No 06/2020

5. Consultant (Pathology)- Advt No 07/2020

Recruitment Advertisement vide No 02/2020 for the posts of Executive Engineer (Electrical),
Assistant Engineer (AC) published in the Institute's website and in the leading Newspaper
dated 31/05/2020 has been cancelled due to administrative reasons. Any Candidate who has
applied earlier can make new application in response to the fresh recruitment notice subject
to the fulfillment of eligibility condition for such candidates, no new registration amount shall
be required to be paid by them. All such candidates who have earlier applied and are not
fulfilling the eligibility conditions, as declared in fresh Recruitment Notice, they may seek a
refund of the registration amount, submitted by them earlier.

Interested candidates may visit Hospital website i.e., www.dsci.nic.in or Delhi Govt. website
i.e., www.health.delhigovt.nic.in for further details.

DIP/Shabdarth/0444/20-21

02092 Kathgodam- 02091 Dehradoon- | | EX-Kathgodam-From01.12.2020 Daily, Frequency : Daily.
Dehradoon STATION Kathgodam Timings and stoppages
Arr. Dep. Arr. Dep. 02040 02039
-— 05:30 Kathgodam 23:40 - STATIONS
06:21 | 06:26 Lalkua Jn. 2225 | 2230 | | AT | Dep : Arr._| Dep.
06:45 | 0647 | RudrapurCity | 2138 | 21:40 - | 06:20 New Delhi 20:50] -
073 | 0743 Rampur S054 | 2056 | [06:58 | 07:00 Ghaziabad 20:03 [ 20:05
08:25 | 08:30 | Moradabad | 20:15 | 2020 | [08:51 | 08:56 Moradabad 18:10] 18:15
09:48 | 09:50 Nizibabad 18:38 | 18:40 | [09:24 | 09:26 Rampur 17:37] 17:39
11:05 | 11:10 Haridwar 17:15 | 17:20 10:13 10:15 Rudrapur City 16:40 | 16:42
12:30 - Dehradoon - 15:45 10:45 | 10:48 Lal Kuan 16:17 | 16:19
DAYS OF RUN AND COMPOSITION AS PER NOTIFIED| | 11:21 11:23 Haldwani 15:45| 15:47
EARLIER. . . i :
Please Note:- (1) These trains will run with full reserved 11:40 Kathg.Odam. - 15:30
accommodation. (2) It is mandatory for the passengers to follow | Please Note: (1) These trains will run with reserved
the guidelines issued for prevention and safety from COVID-19 fﬁmmg"}dat"?"- (Z)th's ma"datt‘?ry fordthe fpitiS?eng(‘e:rs t%f?lglow
- . e guidelines issued for prevention and safety from Covid-19.
CPRO/T-53(B) (;h‘ef Pass‘enger Transp(.)rtatlon Manager cp}go/T.51 E P Chief Passenger Trar¥sportation Manager
sq-| |About any passenger amenity complain SMS on Mobile No. 09794845955 About any Passenger Amenity Complaint SMS on Mobile No. 09794845955,
LISl ' Never travel on roof and foot boards"”

New Delhi

GIC Re
General Insurance Corporation of India

(Government of India Company)

CIN: L67200MH1972G0I1016133, IRDAI REGN. NO.: 112
Registered Office: ‘Suraksha’, 170, J. Tata Road, Churchgate,
Mumbai - 400 020.

Phone: +91 22 22867000 Fax: +91 22 22884010
E-mail: investors.gic@gicofindia.com Website: www.gicofindia.com

NOTICE TO THE SHAREHOLDERS OF THE
48" ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

NOTICE is hereby given that the 48" Annual General Meeting (AGM) of
the Members of GENERAL INSURANCE CORPORATION OF INDIA will
be held on Wednesday, the 23" December, 2020 at 3.00 p.m. IST
through Video Conferencing/Other Audio Visual means to transact
business, as set out in the Notice of the 48" AGM being sent through
email.

In view of the continuing COVID-19 pandemic, the Ministry of Corporate
Affairs (“MCA”) has vide its Circular dated 5" May, 2020 read with circulars
dated 8" April, 2020, 13" April, 2020 (collectively referred to as “MCA
Circulars”), permitted the holding of AGM by the Companies through
Video Conferencing/Other Audio-Video Means (VC/OAVM), without the
physical presence of the members at a common venue. Accordingly, in
compliance with the applicable provisions of the Companies Act, 2013
read with the said circulars and SEBI (Listing Obligations and Disclosure
Requirement) Regulations, 2015, the Corporation has decided to
convene its 48" AGM through VC/OAVM and the shareholders can
participate through VC/OAVM.

The Notice of the 48" AGM along with the Annual Report for the financial
year 2019-20 is being sent only by electronic mode to those members
whose email addresses are registered with the Corporation/Depositories
in accordance with the aforesaid MCA Circulars and SEBI Circular dated
12" May, 2020. Members may note that the notice of the AGM and the
Annual Report 2019-20 will also be available on the Corporation’s website
www.gicofindia.com, websites of the Stock Exchanges i.e. BSE Limited
and National Stock Exchange of India Limited at www.bseindia.com and
www.nseindia.com respectively. Members can attend and participate in
the AGM through Video Conferencing/Other Audio-Video means
(VC/OAVM) facility only. The instructions for joining of the AGM are
provided in the Notice of the AGM. Members attending the AGM through
VC/OAVM shall be counted for the purpose of reckoning the quorum under
Section 103 of the Companies Act, 2013.

The Corporation is providing remote e-voting facility (‘remote e-voting’) to
allits Members to cast their votes on all the resolutions set out in the Notice
of the AGM. Additionally, the Corporation is providing the facility of voting
through e-voting system during the AGM (e-voting). Detailed procedure for
‘remote e-voting’/ ‘e-voting’is provided in the Notice of the AGM.

Login details for e-voting will be sent on Members’ registered e-mail
addresses, if already registered with the Corporation/Depository.
Members who have not yet registered their email addresses are
requested to register the same with their DPs in case the shares are held
by them in electronic form and with M/s KFinTechnologies Private Limited
in case the shares are held by them in physical form.

Members are requested to intimate changes, if any, pertaining to their
name, postal address, email address, telephone/mobile numbers,
Permanent Account Number (PAN), mandates, nominations, power of
attorney, bank details such as name of the bank and branch details , bank
account number, MICR Code, IFSC Code etc., to their DPs in case the
shares are held by them in electronic form and to M/s KFinTechnologies
Private Limited in case the shares are held by them in physical form.

For General Insurance Corporation of India
Sd/-
Suchita Gupta
Company Secretary

Place: Mumbai
Date: 28.11.2020
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Babanrao Lonikar

MAHARASHTRA
Former minister
‘threatens
policeman’

Mumbai: Senior state BJP
leader and former minis-
ter Babanrao Lonikar has
landed in a spot after an
audio clip surfaced on so-
cial media in which he is
purportedly heard threat-
ening a policeman.
“Policesaana vidhasabhet
ulta tangu (Will hang the
police upside down in the
Vidhan Sabha),” Lonikar
is allegedly heard telling
an assistant police in-
spector from Partur, his
constituency. Lonikar was
the water supply and san-
itation minister in the last
government. Lonikar’s re-
marks are said to have
made aftera police raid at
atrader'shouse.  ENS

TAMILNADU
Gold worth
Rs 1.5 crseized

Chennai: Three kgs of gold
worth Rs 1.57 crore was
seized at the airport in
three incidents,a customs
official said Sunday. Three
people have been held. In
the firstincident, Customs
officials seized gold sheets
concealed in LCD moni-
tors in baggage of three
passengers who came
from Dubai on Saturday
night. The sleuths also
found gold sheets and foils
hidden in laptops from
four passengers who
came from the nation
Sunday. Gold in plastic

pouches was found witha
Dubai passenger. PTI
CHHATTISGARH

Two policemen
die by suicide

Raipur: Two policemen al-
legedly died by suicide in
different districts of
Chhattisgarh’s insur-
gency-hit Bastar division,
officials said Sunday.
Constable Dinesh Verma
of the Chhattisgarh Armed
Force allegedly shot him-
self with his service rifle
on Sunday at his unit's
camp in Sukma district,
ASP Sunil Sharma said. In
the other incident, police
constable Vinod Porte (32)
allegedly shot himself
with an SLR rifle on
Saturday afternoon in
Pamed police station of
Bijapur district, alocal po-
lice official said. PTI

In Haryana villages, meetings on to
send more farmers towards Delhi

SUKHBIR SIWACH
CHANDIGARH, NOVEMBER 29

A DAY after Chief Minister
Manohar Lal Khattar claimed
that Haryana farmers have not
taken part in the stir against the
three agricultural laws, the farm-
ers organised panchayat meet-
ings in many villages across the
state to finalise plans to join their
Punjab counterparts. Some of
the state’s farmers moved to the
Delhi borders on Sunday itself.
“From our village Samain of
Fatehabad district, farmers
moved to Delhi in around 20
tractor-trolleys today,” said Sube
Singh Samain, a khap leader.
According to Samain, similar
panchayat meetings were held
in other neighbouring villages
too like Danoda (Jind) and
Fatehabad’s Bithmada,
Bhimawala and Gajuwala.
Ahead of the “Delhi Chalo”
call forNovember 26 and 27, the
Haryana Police had arrested sev-
eral farmer leaders from differ-
ent parts of the state. Despite
that, the farmers from Haryana,
especially from the districts of
Ambala, Kurukshetra,
Yamunanagar and Fatehabad
had reached Delhi borders on
November 25,26 and 27. First of
all, a considerable number of the
farmers from Haryana, led by
state BKU president Gurnam
Singh Chaduni, had moved to
Delhi from Ambala by breaking
police barricades on National
Highway-44 on November 25.
Now some of Haryana farmer
leaders have been released from
jails. After release, they have in-
tensified their efforts to mobilise
the farmers against the three con-
troversial farm laws. “We have
planned to hold a meeting of 19

Khalistan, Pak
slogans raised
at farm protest:
BJP gen secy

Dehradun: Dushyant Kumar
Gautam, BJP national general sec-
retary and the party’s in-charge
for Punjab and Uttarakhand, on
Sunday said that pro-Khalistan
and pro-Pakistan slogans are be-
ing raised during the farmers’ ag-
itation and such elements will be
arrested. The Rajya Sabha MP
claimed that the government is
ready to talk to the protesting
farmers but they are being mis-
guided by the Congress and other
Opposition parties.

Addressing the media at the
BJP office in Dehradun on Sunday,
following a two-day organisa-
tional visit after being appointed
as the party’s Uttarakhand in-
charge, Gautam said farm laws
are for the entire country but
were opposed only in Punjab.

“Slogans of Khalistan zind-
abad, Pakistan zindabad are be-
ing raised there today. Slogans
are being raised in favour of anti-
national forces. You should think
about who is behind these
(protests),” Gautam said. ENS

Farmers protest at Kundli border with Delhi in Haryana’s
Sonepat district on Sunday. P11

HOODA SLAMS
KHATTAR REMARK

Chandigarh: Congress leader
Bhupinder Singh Hooda
Sunday slammed Haryana
CM Manohar Lal Khattar for
his remarks that the state's
farmers have not participated
inthe stir against the new agri
laws. He warned that if farm-
ers' problems are not re-
solved, a “bigger movement”
would be launched. Hooda
said the state’s farmers have
been agitating against the
laws foralongtime.  ENS

villages of Charkhi Dadri district
on December 1 in which pro-
gramme will be chalked out to
move to Delhiin tractor-trolleys,”
said Jagbir Ghasola, a farmer
leader from Charkhi Dadri.

According to Ghasola, a khap
panchayat meeting too has been
planned in Charkhi Dadri district
on November 30.

All India Kisan Sabha (AIKS)
state secretary Dayanant Poonia
said the farmers from Bhiwani
district will move to Delhi in
tractor-trolleys on December 1.
According to Poonia, the farmers
are holding meetings in the vil-
lages of neighbouring Hisar dis-
trict too. Keeping in view the
“Delhi Chalo” call of farmers,
Poonia too was arrested on
November 26 and was released a
day later.

The farmers in Haryana are
also planning to offer tactical help
to the farmers at Delhi borders in
case they face any force.

Further, the farmers of
Rohtak district have started col-
lecting ration to supply to the
protesters at borders.

Khattar puts out call data,
Amarinder terms it fraud

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
CHANDIGARH, NOVEMBER 29

A FEW hours after Haryana
Chief Minister Manohar Lal
Khattar made his office’s call
details public to prove that he
called his Punjab counterpart
Capt Amarinder Singh to dis-
cuss the farmer protests, the
latter trashed it as “complete
fraud”.

Inastatement, Amarinder on
Sunday said, “Flaunting a page of
his own office register cannot
condone MLKhattar’s lies, and if
he really wanted to connect, he
could easily have used official
channels or called up on the mo-
bile phone.”

Khattar has said that he had
tried to talk to his Punjab coun-
terpart on many occasions over
telephone on the 'Delhi Chalo’
march by farmers' protesting the

Central farm reform laws. "Now,
when the record has been
shown as to how many times I
tried to speak to him, he
(Amarinder) has no answer," he
had said earlier in the day.

“If atall someone from his of-
fice called my residence, why
were the calls made to an atten-
dant? Why were official chan-
nels not used to get in touch with
me?” asked Amarinder.

“Top officials of the Punjab
government, at principal secre-
tary and DGP levels among oth-
ers, have been in touch with each
other on the farmers’ issue for
the past several days. Yet none of
these officials conveyed
Khattar's desire to talk to me at
any point in time,” Amarinder
said, adding that his Haryana
counterpart’s attempt to “seize
a high moral ground” on the
farmers’ Delhi Chalo march was
“pathetic”.

No space for talks: Oppn slams
PM remarks on new farm laws

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 29

HOURS AFTER Prime Minister
Narendra Modi defended the
farm laws passed by his govern-
ment, the Opposition Sunday hit
out at the BJP-led Central gov-
ernment saying the Prime
Minister’s remarks leave little
room for talks with the agitating
farmers and said that his stance
shows that the government is
“drunk with power”.

“Prime Minister Modi has in
his Mann ki Baat address sup-
ported the three anti-farmer
black laws. When the head of the
country... the prime minister
himself, comes out in support of
the laws...then how will talks
happen and what will be the
outcome of such talks...”
Congress' communications de-
partment head Randeep
Surjewala said at a press confer-
ence.

The Left, Bahujan Samaj Party
(BSP) and the Samajwadi Party
(SP) too slammed the Prime

Randeep Surjewala;
Akhilesh Yadav

Minister's remarks. “The Prime
Minister has justified the laws.
Then he should meet the repre-
sentatives of the farmers and ar-
gue with them. The leaders of
this agitation are not ignorant
people... and where was the
Prime Minister when the Bills
were passed. Why he didn’t
speak or intervene in Parliament.
He should have communicated
to the people through
Parliament. Mann Ki Baat cannot
replace Parliament,” CPI general
secretary D Raja said.

“The farmers of the country
are angry and agitated over the
three farm laws enacted recently
by the Central government. It
would be better if the Centre re-

considers these laws enacted
without forging any consensus
with farmers,” BSP chief
Mayawati said.

SP chief Akhilesh Yadav too
attacked the Centre, accusing it
of seeking to mortgage the coun-
try to the rich.

“Insulting farmers by calling
them terrorists is the worst face
of the BJP. The BJP, which favours
the rich, is conspiring to mort-
gage farms, farming, small busi-
ness, trading, roads, transporta-
tion and everything else to the
rich...If farmers are terrorists for
the BJP, the BJP leaders and
workers should pledge not to
consume the food grown by
them,” he said.

At the Congress press confer-
ence, Surjewala said the Prime
Minister’s remarks show his “ob-
duracy, arrogance and rigidity”
in dealing with “62 crore farm-
ersand farm labourers.” He also
lashed out at Home Minister
Amit Shah for holding road
shows in Hyderabad while there
was no word on talks with the
agitating farmers.

As BJP sounds BMC poll bugle, Sena focus
on development and environment

SANDEEP ASHAR
MUMBAI,NOVEMBER 29

MINUTES AFTER Chief Minister
Uddhav Thackeray announced
scrapping of the Metro carshed
projectat Aarey in October; his son
and Maharashtra Environment
Minister Aaditya had tweeted,
“Aarey Saved!” Championing the
cause of preservation of the green,
Uddhav said, “Biodiversity in Aarey
needs to be conserved and pr-
otected. Nowhere s there an800-
acre jungle in an urban setup.”

Shiv Sena has also been re-
strained in its reactions as per-
sonal accusations were hurled
against the party’s first family in
connection with the Sushant
Singh Rajput’s death case and the
Kangana Ranaut fiasco.

Ever since he forged an al-
liance with Congress and NCP,
Thackeray has made a conscious
effort of moving his party away
from hardline Hindutva, focusing
instead on environment and de-
velopment issues to expand his
party’s appeal among Mumbai’s
cosmopolitan middle class.

Uddhav Thackeray and Aaditya Thackeray visit the Coastal
Road project site in Mumbai on Sunday. Ganesh Shirsekar

The answer to this change in
strategy perhaps lies in the mood
onaFebruary afternoonin2017,a
day that started with celebrations
outside Thackerays’ residence
Matoshree, but ended on a sub-
dued note. It was the day of BMC
poll results. The BJP had notched
up its best performance in BMC
polls that year, winning 82 seats
to Sena’s 84. The 2019 state polls,
whichboth contested jointly, fur-
ther showed how BJP consoli-

dated its hold among the non-
Marathi Hindu voters in Mumbai.
Outperforming Sena, it won 16 of
the 17 seatsit contested. Senawon
14 of the 19it fought. Sena knows
the 2022 BMCelectionsis likely to
be more closely contested. While
the party has consistently beenin
power in BMC since 1997, the BJP
iseagertodislodge its formerally.

Although elections are still
more thanayear away, the BJP has
sounded the bugle. Last week, for-

A battle
of high
o stakes

EXPLAINED

At 33,441 crore, BMC'’s
budget is bigger than that
of several smaller states.
It can undertake big
ticket development proj-
ects on its own. Control
over the civic body al-
lows a party to wield
more control over eco-
nomic activities. For the
BJP, dislodging the Sena
has also become a matter
of prestige.

mer CM Devendra Fadnavis laun-
ched BJP’s Mission Mumbai, whe-
re hevowed: “Shiv Sena’sbhagwa
(saffron flag) will not unfurl atop
the BMC headquarters after the
2022 polls.” BJP is eyeing Sena’s
hardline Hindu vote. “Thackeray’s
decision to align with Congress
and NCP has hurt sentiments of
their traditional voters,” said MLA
Atul Bhatkalkar, in charge of

Mission Mumbai.

Aday after Fadnavis's declara-
tion,aSaamana editorial invoked
Marathi pride, likening Sena’s
bhagwa to the bhagwa of Chhatr-
apati Shivaji, the Samyukta Maha-
rashtra movement and Marathi
manoos. But Sena knows that a
campaign on “who’s more pro-
Hindutva” might not work.

Sothe Thackerays appeartobe
working onanew Hindutvatem-
plate — less confrontational and
more cosmopolitan. From the
topics Aaditya tweets on to the
image Uddhav has tried to build
through social media addresses,
the aim is to reach out to a larger
section of the middle class.

Aaditya, minister in-charge for
Mumbai suburbs, has been push-
ing development activities in
pockets where the Sena hopes to
reap benefits. “We have evolved an
action plan to push development
worksover the nextyear,” said for-
mer minister Ravindra Waikar.

Amid indications that BJPmay
inch closer to MNS in run-up to
the polls, Sena is believed to be
keenon stitching a broad pre-poll
pact with NCP and Congress.

Slljunks vaccine trial
volunteer’s claims:
‘Will seek damages’

ARUN JANARDHANAN
CHENNAI,NOVEMBER 29

DAYS AFTER a Chennai man, who
volunteered to take part in the
clinical trials of vaccine candidate
Covidshield, sent alegal notice to
Serum Institute of India (SII) al-
leging that the vaccine triggered
“severe adverse reaction” in him
and sought compensation of Rs
5 crore, the Pune-based firm on
Sunday said the allegations were
“malicious” and that his medical
condition was not linked to the
vaccine trial.
The company said it will seek
damages in excess of Rs 100 crore.
Chennai-based advocates N
G R Prasad and R Rajaram sent
the legal notice to Sll—which is
collaborating with AstraZeneca
and Oxford University to develop
the vaccine—on behalf of the
participant on November 21.
The notice said, “Our client
states that it is very disappoint-
ing and shocking to note that af-
ter his discharge from the hospi-
tal, there has been no follow-up....
Even after a month of the severe
adverse reaction to the vaccine,
neither have the regulator (Drugs
Controller General of India/ Data
and Safety  Monitoring
Committee), the sponsors (ICMR
and Serum Institute of India) or
the collaborators of the sponsors
(AstraZeneca and Oxford
University) got in touch with him
to find out about the severe ad-
verse effect after vaccinationand
investigate the severe reaction
the test vaccine hashad on him.”
On Sunday, the SII said in a
statement: “The allegations in
the notice are malicious and mis-
conceived. While the Serum
Institute of India is sympathetic

New Delhi: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi will interact
with three teams involved in
developing Covid-19 vaccine
via video conferencing on
Monday. “Tomorrow, on 30th
November 2020, PM @naren-
dramodi will interact, via video

PM to interact with 3 vaccine teams

conferencing, with three teams
thatare involved in developing
a Covid-19 vaccine. The teams
he will interact with are from
Gennova Biopharma,
Biological E and Dr. Reddy's,”
the Prime Minister's Office
(PMO)saidinatweet.  ENS

with the volunteer’s medical
condition, there is absolutely no
correlation with the vaccine trial
and the medical condition of the
volunteer. The volunteer is
falsely laying the blame for his
medical problems on the Covid
vaccine trial.”

The SlI said the claim is mali-
cious “because the volunteer was
specifically informed by the med-
ical team that the complications
he suffered were independent of
the vaccine trial he underwent”.

“In spite of specifically being
made aware of the same, he still
chose to go public and malign the
reputation of the company:. It is
evident that the intention behind
the spreading of such malicious
information is an oblique pecu-
niary motive. The Serum Institute
of India will seek damages in ex-
cess of 100 crore for the same and
will defend such malicious
claims,” the SII said.

The principal investigator of
the trial site told The Indian Express,
“I can confirm that we reported
the case to concerned authorities;
inthis case, it is the ethics commit-
tee and the DGCI. All the protocols
have been followed.”

Tamil Nadu Health Minister
C Vijayabaskar said the govern-
ment will probe the issue. “We
have been closely monitoring all
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Suvendu says people will
have last word on career

ATRIMITRA
MAHISHADAL, NOVEMBER 29

IN HIS first public meeting after
quitting as a minister in West Be-
ngal government, Suvendu Adhi-
kari Sunday refrained from mak-
ing any political announcement
and said “people will have the last
word” on his political career.

Addressing an event in mem-
ory of freedom fighter late Ranjit
Kumar Bayal in Purba Medinipur
district, Adhikari invoked Bhimrao
Ambedkar and Maulana Abul
Kalam Azad and said he will up-
hold the Constitution and serve
Bengalis and Bengal as “sevak”.

“Our country’s democratic
system is by the people, for the
people and of the people. So, peo-
ple will have the last word. With
their supportand the responsibil-
ity they have bestowed on me, I
will serve Bengalis and Bengal as
their sevak,” he said at the pro-
gramme organised by Tamralipto
Janakalyan Samiti.

New Delhi

Suvendu Adhikari at a rally
on Sunday. Partha Paul

On Friday, he resigned as Tra-
nsport, Irrigation and Waterways
Minister. He, however, did not quit
the party or resign as an MLA.
While thereis speculation that he
will join the BJP in the first week
of December, Adhikari is keeping
his cards close to his chest.

TMCMP Saugata Roy who has
been tasked by the party to hold
parleys with Adhikari, said, “Doors
are still open for talks. I am hope-
ful of dialogue between Suvendu
and the party leadership.”

WITHPTIINPUTS

of them and there were no side-
effects reported so far... We will
probe on this particular case re-
ported now,” he said.

According to the legal notice,
the participant had “no adverse
reaction for the first 10 days after
the vaccination”. But on October
11, he woke up with severe
headache and wentbacktosleep.
“Our client’s wife says there wasa
total behavioural change in her
husband - he was not aware of his
surroundings, he showed irrita-
tion towards light and sound, and
was resisting any effort to make
him get up from bed,” it said.

The notice said the participant
was discharged on October 26,
with discharge summary stating
that he had suffered “Acute
Encephalopathy”. The notice al-
leged in the 16 days that he was
in hospital, “almost all possible
medical tests and investigations
were done on him to connect his
neurological setback to any of his
earlier health condition”. But all
tests returned negative.

Apart from the SII, the notice
was sent to AstraZeneca and
Oxford Vaccine Group with copies
toWHO.Itdemanded the vaccine
trial, which is currently being
tested on about 1,600 volunteers
inIndia, be halted immediately.

WITHENS, NEW DELHI

Amid pandemic,
fewer taking
preventive HIV
medicine: survey

ANURADHA
MASCARENHAS
PUNE,NOVEMBER 29

AROUND 80% of HIV care work-
ers have reported a decline in
preventive prescriptions for per-
sons at risk of contracting the
virus, with Covid-19 playing a
significant part in the fall, a sur-
vey has found. The study, that
sought to assess barriers to HIV
care access during the pandemic,
found that more than 1in 3 per-
sons among the at-risk popula-
tion reported that they had ei-
ther decreased or stopped taking
HIV preventive medicine.

The “Impact of COVID-19 on
access and delivery of HIV care
in Asia Pacific” survey was con-
ducted online, from October to
mid-November 2020, in 10
countries/territories in the Asia-
Pacific region by Kantar Health.
A total of 1,265 respondents,
comprising people living with
HIV, at-risk persons and HIV care
prescribers, participated.

No BJP leader
has courage to

attack me by
name: Abhishek

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, NOVEMBER 29

TMC MP Abhishek Banerjee
Sunday attacked BJP leaders for
their “bhaipo” (nephew)jibe and
dared them to take his name.

Addressing party workers in
South 24 Parganas district, Bane-
rjee, nephew of Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee, said, “During
the Lok Sabha poll campaign, PM
Narendra Modi said bhatija ka
battigul hone wala hain (nephew
is set to lose the election). Now,
all BJP leaders have only one thi-
ng to say: bhaipo (nephew). They
don’t have the guts to take my na-
me. Whenever anyone targeted
me, | have taken legal action.”

“As aresult, they are now re-
sorting to the ‘bhaipo’ remark...
If they have the guts, then they
must attack me by taking my
name,” said Banerjee.
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MIG-29K CRASH

Navy finds some
aircraft debris; search
on for second pilot

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
MUMBAI/PANAJI,NOV 29

THE INDIAN Navy has recovered
some debris of the MiG-29K air-
craftthat went missing three days
agointhe Arabian Sea off the Goa
coast, a spokesperson said on
Sunday, adding the search contin-
ued with ships and aircraft for
missing pilot Commander
Nishant Singh.

In addition to nine warships
and 14 aircraft engaged in the
search efforts, Indian Navy’s Fast
Interceptor Craft are also deployed
to search waters along the coast,
adefence release said.

“Indian Navy’s search and res-
cue effort to locate the second pi-
lot of the MiG-29K trainer aircraft
which was ditched off Goa on
November 26 continues with ex-
tensive deployment of naval ships

and aircraft,” a defence release
said. “Some debris of the aircraft,
including landing gear, turbo
charger, fuel tankengine and wing
engine cowling have been lo-
cated,” it said.

The Marine Police and Coastal
Police are on the lookout and
nearby fishing villages have been
sensitised, the release added.

The Russian-origin jet had
taken off from aircraft carrier INS
Vikramaditya, and went down at
around 5 PM on Thursday; officials
had said, adding that one pilots of
theaircrafthad beenrescued. The
MiG-29Kis anall-weather carrier-
based multirole fighter aircraft de-
veloped by Russian aerospace
company Mikoyan (MiG). The
Indian Navy had procured a fleet
of 45 MiG-29Ks from Russia over
adecade back at a cost of around
$2 billion to operate from INS
Vikramaditya.

CRPF OrriceR KILLED IN SUKMA CREMATED

Family members and security personnel pay tribute to CRPF officer Nitin P Bhalerao in Nashik on Sunday. Bhalerao was killed in
aMaoist attack in Sukma district of Chhattisgarh on Saturday night. Seven CoBRA personnel were injured in the attack. Express

Live wire kills elephant, cuts short brothers’
journey across 4 states; search on for another

VIVEK DESHPANDE
NAGPUR,NOVEMBER 29

BROTHERS RAM and Balram cov-
ered at least 2,000 km, probably
after getting separated from their
herd in Odisha some time in the
beginning of 2019. After spending
time in forests spread across four
states, the elephants reached the
Bargi damareain Jabalpur district
of Madhya Pradesh two days ago.

On Friday, one of them was
electrocuted when he came in
contact withalive wire. The other
has now proceeded alone towards
Mandladistrict, the authorities on
his tail.

Jabalpur Chief Conservator of
ForestRD Mahlasaid, “One of the
twodied of electrocutiondue toa
live wire put up by villagers in
farms near Bargi dam for killing
wild boars. The other elephant has
moved towards Mandla and a
team is trailing him for a capture
operation.”

“It started somewhere around
February 2019, when the two
brothers, Ram aged 20 years and
Balram, around 18 years, entered
Chhattisgarh’s Mahasamund dis-

The brothers separated from their herd in 2019. Express

trict from neighbouring Odisha,”
said Mansoor Khan, an elephant
activist from Bilaspur, who has
tracked the two elephants’ jour-
ney. “From Mahasamund, they
went to Kankerand later to Bastar
that recorded its first elephant
sighting ever.”

While officials couldn’t con-
firmif the dead elephant wasRam
or Balram, Khan said, “From the
photograph, it appears to be the
younger Balram.”

The brothers did not stop any-
where beyond a few days, said

Khan, who leads a group that
raises awareness in Chhattisgarh
districts about how to remain safe
from elephants.

“They headed for Kawardha
district followed by Rajnandgaon
around April. Later, they went to
Seoni followed by Balaghat district
inMadhya Pradesh. For about two
days, they had also entered
Gadchiroli district,” Khan said.

In Maharashtra’s Gadchiroli
district, the two stayed near a vil-
lage in Korchi tehsil, where a rush
of onlookers led to a commotion

in which a forest guard was in-
jured in June last year.

Later, the elephants again en-
tered Madhya Pradesh and spent
several months in the jungles of
Seoni and Balaghat, also spending
some time in Kawardha district of
Chhattisgarh.

“This August, they came to
Kanha Tiger Reserve’s core area
and stayed for about 10-15 days
during which they attacked four
of our domesticated elephants,”
said Kanha Field Director S K
Singh. “They left the core and set-
tled in the territorial forest for a
few months,” he added.

“They then headed for
Jabalpur in November. On Friday,
tragedy struck them and one of
them died of electrocution.”

Singh said the elephants
moved close to several villages
and caused a human death in
Seoni. Asked what would be the
next step after Ram is captured,
Mahla said, “That will be decided
later.” Pench Tiger Reserve,
Madhya Pradesh, Field Director
Vikram Singh Parihar said, “On
Sunday, the other elephant was
located near Kutela village in
Jabalpur divisional forest, about

UP law

Pandey confirmed thata case had
been lodged against Ahmed un-
der the Uttar Pradesh Vidhi
Viruddh Dharm Samparivartan
Pratishedh Adhyadesh, 2020,
which was notified on Saturday.
The government has said the or-
dinance is meant to check
"forced" and "fraudulent” reli-
gious conversions.

According to the police, the
woman's father, a farmer, said
Ahmed and she became friends
while in school together, and he
was pressuring her to convert
and get married to him. Ahmed,
who studied till Class 12, does
odd jobs in neighbouring
Rampur district and regularly vis-
its Bareilly.

Apart from the ordinance, the
police have lodged an FIR against
Ahmed under IPC Sections 504
(intentional insult with intent to
provoke breach of peace) and 506
(criminal intimidation), said
Station House Officer, Deorania
Police Station, Daya Shankar. The
officer said they raided Ahmed’s
house but had not found him.

The woman'’s elder brother
told The Indian Express,
"Whenever we said anything,
Ahmed abused us and threat-
ened to eliminate the entire fam-
ily."

Ahmed's family runs a shop
in Bareilly. Daya Shankar said his
parents and sister had left the vil-
lage after the case was lodged.

The police have come to
know that Ahmed and the
woman had left the village to-
gether in October last year and
were traced four days later to
Madhya Pradesh. Additional
Superintendent of Police, Bareilly
(Rural), Sansar Singh said Ahmed
was arrested at the time but the
woman had denied the prosecu-
tion chargesin court. "I have yetto
check the status of that case,"
Sansar Singh said.

In April, the woman was mar-
ried, and moved to Pilibhit. "The
family has said that since then,
Ahmed had been harassing
them. He was pressuring them to
call back the woman and allow
the two to get married after she
converts. He visited the family on

Saturday and they approached
the police," the SHO said.

The new UP law provides for
ajail term up to 10 years, with all
alleged offences cognizable and
non-bailable. The ordinance says
no person shall attempt to con-
vert another by misrepresenta-
tion, force, allurement, any fraud-
ulent means or by marriage. If a
person converts back to the reli-
gion they most recently belonged
to, thatis not to be considered as
conversion under the ordinance.
Any aggrieved person canlodgea
complaint, and the burden of
proof lies on the accused or the
person who has converted.

PSUs

Market experts say this differ-
ential in performance is one of
the reasons for the weak interest
of foreign portfolio investments
in state-owned companies.

While FPIs have pumpedina
netof over Rs 1.56lakh crore into
Indian equities since April 1, state-
owned companies have not ben-
efited. Data sourced from prime-
infobase.com show that no
state-owned company figured in
the list of top 10 companies that
received highest FPI investment
in the quarter ended September.

Shareholding data available
at BSE show that in the case of
ONGC, the FPI holding declined
from 8.65 per cent in December
2019 to 7.69 in September 2020,
while Indian Oil Corporation saw
FPIholding fall from 7.64 per cent
t06.07 per cent in the period.

Even in the case of SBI and
Power Grid Corporation of India
Ltd (PGCIL), which are the two
most valuable state-owned com-
panies by market capitalisation,
the FPIs have reduced their hold-
ings. While in the case of SBI, they
reduced their holding from 10.98
per cent in December 2019 to
7.75 per centin September 2020,
they brought it down from 27.28
per cent to 25.97 per cent in the
case of PGCILin the same period.

Data from
primeinfobase.com also show
that the percentage holding of
government (as promoter) in
companies listed on NSE hit an
all-time low of 5.05 per centas on
September 30, 2020, down from

6.17 per cent as on June 30,2020.
Over an 11-year period, the hold-
ing has been steadily declining
from 22.46 per cent on June 30,
2009.

Pranav Haldea, Managing
Director of Prime Database, said
the decline in the government’s
holding is due to factors includ-
ing “Government’s divestment
programme, not enough new
listings and also lacklustre per-
formance of many CPSEs relative
to their private peers”.

Data show that the value of
government holdings in compa-
nies promoted by it has declined
from Rs 11.67 lakh crore as of
December2019to 7,62 lakh crore
as of September 2020. While the
value had fallen sharply to 6.95
lakh crore in March 2020 follow-
ing the huge fall in markets in
March, the recovery of PSU stocks
have been relatively very slow.

Low valuations are an issue
forthe government asit has lined
up a heavy disinvestment
agenda. The Finance Ministry has
seta target of Rs 2.1 lakh crore of
receipts through disinvestment.

CoBRA officer

daughter Vedangi (10), and two
brothers. Bharti raised the chil-
dren on her own after losing her
husband when they were very
young.

Bhalerao's birthday was on
December 21, and he was plan-
ning to return home around that
time. The family had hoped to
celebrate a delayed Diwali apart
from his birthday with him.
Sister-in-law Vrushali Bhalerao
said the 33-year-old would come
home every year for Diwali. "This
year he delayed it because he
wanted others in his battalion to
go home for the festival," she said.
"..Weare very proud of his sacri-
fice."

Afriend in Bhalerao's home-
town Nashik said, "He always
wanted to be at the forefront. I
wish he had stopped some-
where."

The injured in Saturday's at-
tack all belong to the 206 CoBRA
Battalion, including second-in-
command rank officer Dinesh
Kumar Singh. Bhalerao had been
posted with the battalion in

Chhattisgarh not too long back.

Bastar IG P Sundarraj said the
incident occurred in Chintagufa
area. "An anti-Maoist operation
was being carried out by the
CoBRA, STF and DRG (District
Reserve Guard) troops from
Chintalnar, Burkapal and
Chintagufa base camps on
Saturday. At around 8.30 pm, an
IED blast occurred near the
Arbaraj Metta hills," he said.

The site is hardly 8 km from
Minpa where 17 DRG personnel
lost their lives in a Maoist attack
in March, the police said. The
Chintagufa Police Station is 9 km
away.

Eight of the seriously injured
were evacuated ina helicopter to
Raipur around midnight.
However, Bhalerao could not be
saved. Having joined the CRPF in
2010, Bhalerao had served in
Gujarat, Jammu & Kashmir and
Delhi earlier.In 2018, he appeared
for the Limited Departmental
Competitive Exam and cleared it
to be promoted to the rank of
Assistant Commandant. Duringa
basictraining course at the CRPF's
Internal Security Academy in
Mount Abu, he was adjudged the
bestoutdoor trainee. He followed
that up with three-month train-
ing at the CoBRA School of Jungle
Warfare and Tactics in Belgaum.
Once again, he was adjudged the
all-round best trainee.

CRPF spokesperson and
Deputy Inspector General Moses
Dhinakaran said Bhalerao was
skilled in planning and executing
operations against Maoists, as
well as being an excellent moti-
vator and man-manager in diffi-
cult surroundings."He had excep-
tional leadership qualities. He was
disciplined, brave and enthusias-
tic," Dhinakaran said.

Bhalerao's instructor during
basic  training, Assistant
Commandant Vijay Chaudhary;,
said he stood out for his "tactical
acumen and physical fitness",and
that out of the various wings of
the CRPE, he had opted for CoBRA.

An undated video posted on
Twitter had ajunior officer prais-
ing Bhalerao and saying he
wished every force would get an
officer like him.

The ceremony to pay homage

FROMPAGE ONE

30 km from the electrocution
spot. Our men are on his trail.”

Elephant whisperer Anand
Shinde said, “Male elephants do
get separated by choice from the
herd anytime after attaining 12
years of age to prevent in-breed-
ing. Male elephants have devel-
oped atendency to move together
toensure each other’s safety from
poachers. They have a genetic
memory and know routes walked
by their forefathers. So, these two
elephants’ journey is absolutely
normal. The only thing to watchis
to not cross the path of the other
elephant should he walk back to
the place where his brother died.
He could then get extremely vio-
lent..”

Balram’s death also under-
scores the growing incidence of
wildlife deaths by electrocution.
Nitin Desai, central India Director
of Wildlife Protection Society of
India, said, “Poaching of herbi-
vores forbush meat by electrocu-
tionis growingalarmingly all over
the country and accidental killing
of unintended targets like big cats
and elephantsisa collateral dam-
age that’s much bigger loss than
the intended animals’ deaths...”

12 leopards shifted
to private rescue
centre in Gujarat

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
RAJKOT,NOVEMBER 29

IN Afirst-of-its-kind projectinthe
state, the Gujarat forest depart-
ment has transferred 12 leopards,
captured from the wild after the
animals came in conflict with hu-
mans, to a private rescue and re-
habilitation centre in Jamnagar for
their maintenance and upkeep as
part of a public private partner-
ship (PPP) project between the
state government and Reliance
Industries Limited (RIL).

State forest department offi-
cials said 12 leopards from Sakkar
Baug Zoological Park, Junagadh,
were transferred to Greens
Zoological Rescue and
Rehabilitation Kingdom, located
near RIL’s oil refinery complex in
Jamnagar district, acouple of days
ago. Twenty-three more leopards,
they said, will be transferred to the
private facility in future,

Shyamal Tikadar, the Principal
Chief Conservator of Forests
(PCCF)and Chief Wildlife Warden
of Gujarat, said, “... The private res-
cue and rehabilitation centre will
maintain these leopards but their
ownership will continue to be
vested in the government.”

RAJKOT HOSPITAL FIRE

Chairman, 4
others booked
for negligence

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
RAJKOT,NOVEMBER 29

TWO DAYS after a fire in the in-
tensive care unit (ICU) of Uday
Shivanand Covid Hospital in
Rajkot left five patients dead, the
police have booked the chairman
of the private company that runs
the facility, his son and three doc-
tors for causing deaths due to
negligence by not adhering to
fires safety norms.

Manoharsinh Jadeja, the
Deputy Commissioner of Police
(zone-II) of Rajkot city, said an of-
fence under IPC Sections 304A
(causing deaths by negligence)
and 114 (common intent) was
registered at Malaviyanagar po-
lice station against Gokul Life Care
Private Limited (GLCPL)chairman
Dr Prakash Modha, son Vishal
Modha, and Dr Tejas Karamta, Dr
Tejas Motivaras and Dr
Digvijaysinh Jadeja, all involved
in the operations of Uday
Shivanand Covid Hospital.

The chairman of GLCPL, a pri-
vate firm, runs a chain of hospi-
talsunder the brand name Gokul
and also manages the Uday
Shivanand Covid Hospital near
Ananda Bungalow Chowk in
Mavdi area of Rajkot. His son,
Vishal, was involved in obtaining
approval for the Covid hospital
from the Rajkot Municipal
Corporation.

“The main negligence, which
is also mentioned in the FIR, was
a blocked emergency exit in the
ICU. Due to the blockade, the
emergency exit couldn’t be used
after the fire broke out in the ICU.
There was no adequate ventila-
tionsystem in the unitand, infact,
one of the five patients died due
to asphyxiation... The 57-bed
hospital has only one entry and
exitand that, too, is only one-me-
tre wide against the National
Building Code requirement of a
two-metre wide gate for ICU.
Prima facie it was found that the
staff was not trained in firefight-
ing,” Jadeja said at a press confer-
ence on Sunday.

The DCP added the hospital
didn’thave any emergency evac-
uation plan nor did it have an au-

Five people were killed in
the fire at Uday Shivanand
hospital in Rajkot. P1ifile

tomatic sprinkler system. “In all,
we have found negligence on 10
countsand are questioning all the
five accused,” Jadeja added.

The DCP said three members
of DrModha’s family are directors
in GLCPL.

Jadeja said they had ques-
tioned two trustees of Shivanand
Mission,an NGO which owns the
building out of which the Uday
Covid Hospital was functioning,
and their role in the incident was
not established during the pri-
mary investigation. He said the
police were still investigating why
the fire broke out.

The fire, which started at
12.22 amon Friday, had engulfed
the entire ICU within seconds, the
officer said, leaving five patients -
- Nitin Badani (61), a resident of
Morbi town, Ramshi Loh (62), a
resident of Jasdan town in Rajkot
district, Rasiklal Agrawat, a resi-
dent of Shapar-Veraval in Rajkot
district, Sanjay Rathod (57), ares-
ident of Prahlad plot area of
Rajkot city,and Keshubhai Akbari
(50) from New Shakti Society,
Rajkot -- dead.

Jadeja said post mortem re-
ports have stated that Akbari had
died due asphyxiation while the
others had died due to burn in-
juries.

Rajkot Police Commissioner
Manoj Agarwal had set up a spe-
cial investigation team (SIT)to su-
pervise the probe in the incident.
The SIT was headed by the DCP.

Chief Minister Vijay Rupani
has also instituted a high-level
probe by Additional Chief
Secretary AK Rakesh and a judi-
cial enquiry by Justice (retired) KA
Puj of Gujarat High Court.

to Bhalerao in Raipur was at-
tended by Chhattisgarh Home
Minister Tamradhwaj Sahu and
CRPF DG A P Maheshwari, who
flew in from Delhi. Sahu said:
"Our forces are being cautioned
tomove carefully. But sometimes,
inadvertently, lapses happen.”

Delhi riots

and impartial investigation is
made...and a final report
filed...without delay,” the court
ordered.

It added that Deputy
Commissioner of Police, North
East — under which Jafrabad falls
- should monitor the probe.

Saleem’s complaint also
names Naresh Tyagi, Uttam Tyagi,
and Supreme Maheswari who
figure as accused by the Delhi po-
lice in the murder of one Parvez
(48) during the riots.

The Indian Express had first re-
ported ondiscrepancies in the po-
lice chargesheet in Parvez's mur-
der case: how sections of Arms
Act were dropped; CCTV footage
of the incident was not found by
the police; and that all accused
had deleted their mobile phone
data from the days of the riots.

Significantly, an office-bearer
of VHP, Devesh Mishra, among
those questioned by the police in
Parvez's case, had lodged a formal
complaint that "false cases" were
being foisted "on innocent
Hindus".

Calling for an FIR in Saleem’s
case, the courtsaid: “...The equal
protection of laws cannot be de-
nied to the complainant merely
on account of registration of cer-
tain FIRs against him...and onthe
assumption of the IO
(Investigating Officer) that the
complaint is false and made to
save the complainant and that too
without even registering an FIR
and conducting an independent
and impartial investigation.”

Inits order, the court also put
onrecord the alleged response of
Delhi Police in handling the com-
plaint. “Ithasbeenalleged...some
anti-social people who are his
neighbours..fired gunshotsat his
house, pelted stones and threw
petrol bombs...The complainant
asked for help but no police per-
sonnel arrived at the spot. The

complainantalso made a written
complaint on March 1 (2020),
with the SHO PS Jafrabad and fur-
ther to DCP concerned on March
17 but no action has been
taken...so far by the police.”

Bullet train

“If we are to build 237 km in
four years, there is no other way
except to use this technique. But
these carrier-and-launcher ma-
chines are manufactured in China.
So this is one of the challenges
which we have posed to the in-
dustry, including L&T (which is
building 325 km of a high-speed
viaduct in Gujarat) and the acad-
emicians, that why can’t we de-
velop them rather than import-
ing them from China?” Khare told
a meeting of the industry body.
The Indian industry doesn't have
any experience of building high-
speed rail systems.

Procuring these machines
was common earlier. “ guess peo-
ple here never needed to apply
their minds to make them be-
cause they were available cheap
in China. Now we are telling peo-
pletotryand design them, let'sbe
self reliant. It's not like Indian en-
gineers cannot make it,” Khare
told The Indian Express.

Khare acknowledged that the
machinesare "nojoke".“Theyare
vehicles capable of carryingloads
0f 1000 tonnes-plus.” Noting that
evenJapan, whichis helping India
with the bullet train project, had
not designed such machines,
Khare said China came up with
them over its construction of
25,000 km of high-speed rail.

Similarly, the NHSRCL has
asked the Ahmedabad Textile
Research Institute to work on de-
veloping upholstery similarto the
fire-retardant one usedinJapan's
high-speed Shinkansen system.

Besides, at the behest of the
NHSRCL, several IITs are making
simulation software for electrical
systems etc which are currently
the sole domain of foreign con-
sultants. Engineering institutes
have also been asked to study bal-
lastless track, to replicate the
Shinkansen technology.

In the latest understanding
reached with the Japanese side,
Indiais to carry outaround 75% of

New Delhi

the construction for the project
through Indian firms. Typically, in
projectsof suchascale,around Rs
80,000-90,000 crore worth of
contracts, mostly in civil construc-
tionand even track-laying, would
go to Indian companies. The bul-
let train project, without normal
inflation factored in from 2015, is
estimated at Rs 1.08 lakh crore.

The NHSRCL has told Indian
contractors to ensure that their
staff, from rail-welding techni-
cians to engineers, motor car op-
erators and supervisors, get
trained and certified by areputed
Japanese agency. The training ses-
sions can last from a few days to
125 days, and the cost has to be
borne by the contractors.

While the Railways insists the
bullet train project is still on time
for the December 2023 deadline,
sources said they are staring at a
date of December 2028.

Arunachal town

A free meal for anyone who was
hungry.”

Sidisow had got the first
inkling of how the coronavirus
could turn life upside down in
their small town, located in West
Kameng district. Health workers
like them had been roped in for
new duties, including screening
people at check-posts.

As the entry point to West
Kameng, Tawang and East
Kameng districts bordering
Assam, Bhalukpong sees constant
movement of security forces.

Sidisow says she realised that
working long hours at the check-
posts as well as the hospital, many
of themended up skipping lunch.
Most of the 10 who volunteered
for the community kitchen were
from her extended family.

“Bhalukpong’s community-
based organisations had collected
some money from donations, we
pooled in too,” says Sidisow.

The oldest volunteer was
Bajim Sagro, nearly 60. “Everyone
knew everyone,” says Jebisamam.
“Time would just fly as we
planned the menu, figured out
how we could improve dishes.”

Adds Amita Sangcho, 42, one
of the volunteers, “Once we
stayed till 7 pm, that's how long it
took to feed everyone lunch.”

Often the lockdown made
vegetables hard to source. “We
would drive down 10 km to an-
othertown,” says Sidisow. Several
people donated chicken and pigs.
“In that sense, it was purely a do-
nation-based, community-run
kitchen."

Among hundreds whowould
walkin forahot meal every after-
noon was Dr Tage Neha, Senior
Medical Officer at the CHC. “We
have been on Covid duty since
March. In the initial days, late
night dinner was the only meal I
was certain of,"” he says. “Until
these ladies came along —the sav-
iours of Bhalukpong.”

In July, as cases spiked, com-
munity members advised the
women to shut the kitchen till
things settled down. They offered
toreturnif needed.

Jebisamam has moved to an-
other town, another Army school,
carrying the memory of those
days even as she holds online
classes now. “We spent three
months there, it became a part of
our lives, giving us immense joy
atableak time."

Uttarakhand

reducing the need for sudden
braking in front of a crossing an-
imal, the road will become safer
for human beings too.

“Elephants, leopards, deer,
and blue bulls move in this area.
Drivers can see them from some
distance and slow down or stop,
but they rarely do so for snakes,
lizards, monitors, or squirrels,” a
Forest official said.

To attract small animals,
creepers will be grown over the
bridge, which will be layered
with grass and leaves. “We are
experimenting. We want to cre-
ate suitable conditions for the an-
imals. We want to create a mi-
cro-environment for them on
the bridge,” DFO Joshi said.

Reptiles and other small ani-
mals are animportant part of the
forest food chain and ecosystem,
Joshi said. He said boards were
being put up to create awareness
of the need to protect reptiles.
Forest staff would patrol the area
to ensure tourists do not try to
use the bridge for selfies,
he added.
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E-TENDERING
PRESS NOTICE

The Executive Engineer, CD-l,
Irrigation & Flood Control Department,
GNCTD Opp. ESI Hospital, Basai
Darapur Office Complex New Delhi-
110027 invites on behalf of the
President of India, online percentage
rate tender from approved and eligible
contractors for the following works:-

1. NIT No. EE/CD-1/DB/2020-21/39 (ID
No. 2020_IFC_196742_1)

H.O.A:- 2217-Plan (MLALAD), Name
of Work:- Construction of additional
first floor on existing Chaupal at NW
Chowk near Kabristaan, Vishnu
Garden, Khyala, New Delhi in Rajouri
Garden Assembly Constituency 27.

E.C. Rs. 1,30,78,704/- Earnest
Money Rs, 2,61,574/- period of
Completion 90 Days. (Date of

submission & opening of bid on
02.12.2020 at 3:00 P.M. & 3:05 P.M
respectively.)
2. NIT No. EE/CD-I/DB/2020-21/40 (ID
No. 2020_IFC_196729_1)
H.O.A:- 4711-Plan, Name of Work:-
Providing and fixing of LED Street
Lights from Outer Ring Road RD
40680 M to Raghubir Nagar RD 42890
M. E.C. Rs. 29,37,601/- Earnest
Money Rs. 58,752/- period of
Completion 60 Days. (Date of
submission & opening of bid on
01.12,2020 at 3:00 P.M. & 3:05 P.M
respectively.)
3. NIT No. EE/CD-I/DB/2020-21/41 (ID
No. 2020_IFC_196730_1)
H.O.A:- 4711-Plan, Name of Work:-
Providing and fixing of LED Street
Lights from Chhawla Bridge RD 17905
M to Dhool Siras Bridge RD 20180 M.
E.C. Rs. 30,15,351/- Earnest Money
Rs. 60,307/- period of Completion 60
Days. (Date of submission &
opening of bid on 01.12.2020 at 3:00
P.M. & 3.05 P.M respectively.)
4. NIT No. EE/CD-1/DB/2020-21/42 (ID
No. 2020_IFC_196735_1)
H.O.A:- 4711-Plan, Name of Work:-
Providing and fixing of LED Street
Lights from Nilothi Aqueduct RD 37283
M to Outer Ring Road RD 40680, E.C.
Rs. 46,61,246/- Earnest Money Rs.
93,225/- period of Completion 60
Days. (Date of submission &
opening of bid on 01.12.2020 at 3:00
P.M. & 3:05 P.M respectively.)
5. NIT No. EE/CD-1/DB/2020-21/43 (ID
No. 2020_IFC_196744_1)
H.O.A:- 4225-Plan (SC/ST), Name of
Work:- Improvement of SC/ST colony
New Laxmanpuri Chaupal and drain
work at Uttam Nagar Constituency AC-
32. F.C. Rs. 86,92,182/- Earnest
Money Rs. 1,73,844/- period of
Completion 240 Days. (Date of
submission & opening of bid on
02.12.2020 at 3:00 P.M. & 3:05 P.M
respectively.)
6. NIT No. EE/CD-1/DB/2020-21/44 (ID
No. 2020_IFC_196765_1)
H.O0.A:- 4225-Plan (SC/ST), Name of
Work:- Demolition & Reconstruction of
Chaupal at Bagichi Tulsi Ram Harijan
Basti Nangal Raya Hari Nagar
Assembly Constituency -28. E.C. Rs.
90,53,097/- Earnest Money Rs.
1,81,062/- period of Completion 180
Days. (Date of submission &
opening of bid on 02.12,2020 at 3:00
P.M. & 3.05 P.M respectively.)
7. NIT No. EE/CD-1/DB/2020-21/45 (ID
No. 2020_IFC_196792_1)
H.O.A.- 2711-Non plan, Name of
Work:- Watch & ward of N.G. Drain
between RD. 40680m (Outer Ring
Road) to RD. 45316m (Basaidarapur
Bridge) right bank of for preventing any
kind of encroachment, dumping of
malba, building rubbish and other
similar unserviceable material etc. for
a period of 180 days round the clock.
E.C. Rs. 9,58,098/- Earnest Money
Rs. 19,162/- period of Completion
180 Days. (Date of submission &
opening of bid on 02.12.2020 at 3:00
P.M. & 3.05 P.M respectively.)
8. NIT No. EE/CD-I/DB/2020-21/47
(ID No. 2020_IFC_196793_1)
H.O.A:- 2711-Non Plan, Name of
Work:- Watch & ward of N.G. Drain
between RD. 27180m (Pankha Road
drain Outfail) to RD. 40680m (Outer
Ring road Bridge) right bank for
preventing any kind of encroachment,
dumping of malba, building rubbish
and other similar unserviceable
material etc. for a period of 180 days
round the clock. E.C. Rs. 7,27,285/-
Earnest Money Rs. 14,546/- period
of Completion 180 Days. (Date of
submission & opening of bid on
02.12.2020 at 3:00 P.M. 3:05 P.M
respectively.)
9. NIT No. EE/CD-I/DB/2020-21/48 (ID
No. 2020_IFC_196797_1) H.O.A:-
2711-Non Plan, Name of Work:-
Providing of Security Guards for CD-I
Office Complex at Basal Darapur
Delhi. E.O. Rs. 14,12,952/- Earnest
Money Rs. 28,259/- period of
Completion 365 Days. (Date of
submission & opening of bid on
02.12.2020 at 3:00 P.M. & 3:05 PM
respectively.)
10. NIT No. EE/CD-I/DB/2020-21/50
(ID No. 2020_IFC_196844_1)
H.O.A:- 4711-Plan, Name of Work:-
Providing and fixing of LED Street
lights on left bank of N.G. Drain from
Dhansa Bund to Chhawla Bridge RD
Om to RD 17905m. E.C. Rs.
1,86,55,510/- Earnest Money Rs.
93,225/- period of Completion 90
Days. (Date of submission &
opening of bid on 01.12.2020 at 3:00
P.M. & 3:05 P.M respectively.)
Note:-
) Details of above mentioned works &
eligibility criteria can be seen and
downloaded from the web site
https://govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in
2. Amendment(s)/  alteration  (s)
corrigendum if any, will be available
at website only.
Sd/-
EXECUTIVE ENGINEER/CD-I
DIP/Shabdarth/0456/20-21

OFFICE OF THE PRINCIPAL

GOVT.V.Y.T. PG AUTONOMOUS COLLEGE DURG (C.G.)
(Accredited with ‘A+ ‘Grade by NAAC)
Phone: 07882359688, Fax: 07882359688
Website: www.govtsciencecollegedurg.ac.in

SHATeR 1525/ TTR/2020-21 i, femies 27/11/2020

forem W 2020-21 F o7 storar T R N FH T F o
fefiret ey # et frifen wfter 1 yearen § weifdered # wefeq faft fawet
I TS Tk /e Tk S B B WS WewRien, fereReR, e wH o
T ffee < fowme T5fd % MR W mbE # S 7| oo §

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 29

INDIA ON Sunday hit out at the
Organisation  of  Islamic
Cooperation (OIC) for making fac-
tually incorrectand unwarranted
references to Jammu and Kashmir
in resolutions adopted by the
grouping at a meeting in Niger,
and asserted that the Union

India hits out at OIC
for Kashmir references

ment, India advised the OIC to re-
frain from making such references
in future and said it is regrettable
that the grouping continues to al-
low itself to be used by a certain
country “which hasanabominable
record on religious tolerance, rad-
icalismand persecution of minori-
ties”,a clear reference to Pakistan.
The47th session of the Council
of Foreign Ministers (CFM) of the
OIC in its meeting on November
27-29 at Niamey in Niger had
made areference to India over its
policies on Jammu and Kashmir.
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mentioned date and time.
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E-Tender Notice No. DRM-C-PA-PwD-01
E-Tender Notice

Sr. Divisional Commercial Manager, North Central Railway, Agra Division for and on
behalf of President of India invites open tenders under Single-Packet System under

NORTH CENTRAL RAILWAY, PRAYAGRAJ

Date: 27.11.2020

e

Tender No.

85270

Name of work

Approx. value
p%f work

| “"IMPORTANT"™ |

Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, itis not possible to verify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot be
held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurred as a result of
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies or
entering into any agreements
with advertisers or otherwise
acting on an advertisement in
any manner whatsoever.

DRM-C-PA-PwD-01
Date 27.11.2020

Agra Division- Provision of Retroreflective
Signage and direction boards

%35,01,120/-

v;  MADHYA PRADESH PUBLIC HEALTH
ureisel SERVICES CORPORATION LTD.

Tilhan Sangh Bhawan, 01 Arera Hills Bhopal
URL: www.mpphscl.in, Phone : 0755-2578915
Dated : 28.11.2020

TENDER NOTICE

Tenders for rate contracts of following items/Services shall be

www.ireps.gov.in
www.ireps.gov.in by net banking.

Period of Completion of work: 04 months. Earnest Money Deposit: ¥ 70,000/- Cost
of Tender form: T 00/- (nil). Validity of offer: 45 days E-Tender closing date &
time: 18.12.2020 up to 15:00 Hours. E-Tender opening date & time: 18.12.2020 up
to 15:30 Hours. For Full details and submission of bid please see the Indian Railway
Website www.ireps.gov.in 1. Tender can be submitted only online on web portal
2. Earnest money shall only be submitted on web portal

1302/20(D)

7] North central railways [#]@ CPRONCR

floated on websites from today to next 30 working days :

1. Online Tender Ref. No. T-127/Non-Contact Thermometer| |
with Compatible Battery for Election Commission
Equipment, uploaded on 28-11-2020 (Portal & Website)

2. Online Tender Ref. No. T-128/Covid-19 Consumables for
Election Commission and Covid-19 Vaccination, uploaded
on 28-11-2020 (Portal & Website).

3. Online Tender Ref. No. T-129/ for PPE Kit (Covid-19) for
Election Commission and Covid-19 Vaccination, uploaded
on 28-11-2020 (Portal & Website)

4. Tender(s) for Chemohood Equipment.

5. Tender(s) for Plant Machinery for Homeopathic Drugs &
Manufacturing Unit.

6. Tender(s) for Dialysis Services.

7. Tender(s) for Indelible Ink Marker Pen.

Prospective  bidders are requested to

ramam unchanged
visit

www.mptenders.gov.in./ www.mpphscl.in for further details.
M.P. Madhyam/99072/2020

CGM (Technical)

t GUJARAT URJA VIKAS NIGAM LIMITED
A wholly-owned urdertaking of Governsment of Gajarat)
N Bantar Pl Vidyul Bhwean, Recn Caran, Vadatara - 35007
g PEX; {0283} 23 105H2-00, Wiobiwww guranlcom
CIN LMI0EGJ 20560045185

EXTEMSION IN LAST DATE OF SUBMISEION OF

APPLICATION UNDER “"POLICY Fﬁ’ﬁ_ﬂ.ﬁiﬁ LOPMENT OF
SMALL SCALE DISTRIBUTED SOLAR PROJECTS -2019"

Thi sl clabe for submission of applicalions Tor selling up
small szale solar prijects of 0.6 = 4 MW under Governmant
of Gujarat’s *Policy for Development of Small Scale
Distribubed Saolar Projects -201%° deted 06-03-2018 (=
hereby exlanded up 1o 02-01-2021. AR other lemms and
condifions of aarier public noficn dabed 03=-10-2020 shall

For further datails like State Governmant's GRs
and D:afl PREA, plaas& wisit GUVHL's webslle -

Colder winter in
store for north and

central India; IMD

ANJALIMARAR
PUNE,NOVEMBER 29

RAJASTHAN, NEW DELHI,
Jammu and Kashmir, Ladakh and
states in north and northwest
India are set to experience a
colder winter during December
to January, the India
Meteorological Department
(IMD)stated in its season forecast
on Sunday.

“During the winter season,
below normal minimum tem-
peratures are likely over most
sub-divisions in the north, north-
west, central and a few subdivi-
sions in east India,” it said.

Delhi recorded the decade's
coldest November day on
Sunday, with the mercury set-
tling at 7 degree Celsius which
was 3 degrees below normal.

During the next three
months, west and east Rajasthan,
J&K and Ladakh, Chhattisgarh,
and east Madhya Pradesh subdi-
visions can expect below normal
minimum temperatures.

However, central
Maharashtra, Konkan and the
southern peninsular region will
experience either a normal or
warmer winter. It said that most
subdivisions, except south India,
are likely to experience above
normal maximum temperatures.

The last two winters, partic-
ularly over north and northwest
India, have remained severe.

In 2018, a phenomenon
named polar vortex had
brought highly cold winds from
the North Pole to lower lati-
tudes, including India. Similarly,
a severe cold wave gripped
Delhi and neighbourhood areas
for over three weeks in
December last year.

What’s
behind the
@ forecast

EXPLAINED

THE IMD has attributed
the forecast this year to
‘moderate’ La Nifia con-
ditions, the cold counter-
part of El Nifio -- both are
opposite phases part of a
natural ocean-atmos-
phere pattern in the trop-
ical Pacific Ocean that are
likely to switch every
three to seven years, last-
ing for nearly 9to 12
months with an irregular
frequency and impacting
weather across the globe.
La Nifia conditions have
prevailed since August,
with the wind blowing
warm surface water and
the cooler water rising to
the surface. The IMD has
said that La Nifia condi-
tions would continue till
the end of the winter
season, likely to bring a
longer and colder winter
in several parts of India.

winter is linked to moderate La
Nifia conditions prevailing over
the Pacific Ocean.

“During the La Nifia years,
minimum temperatures tend to
remain slightly below normal. In
addition, some synoptic condi-
tions could help keep the tem-
peratures below normal,” said Dr
D Sivanand Pai, head of Climate
Research and Services at IMD,
Pune.

However, day time could see
warmer temperatures during
these months over most areas,

UP promises
job to wife
of journalist

who died after
blaze at house

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW,NOVEMBER 29

ADAY after ajournalist died un-
der mysterious circumstancesin
Balrampur district, the UP gov-
ernment on Sunday said it
would give a job to the journal-
ist’s wife and bear educational
expenses of his two children.

SP Dev Ranjan Verma said
the district administration gave a
cheque of Rs 5 lakh to the jour-
nalist’s family on Sunday. “The
government has also assured
thatit will reconstruct the dam-
aged part of the house. Police
have also provided round-the-
clock security to the family of the
journalist,” Verma added.

Rakesh Singh Nirbhik (37),
who used to work with Hindi
daily Rashtriya Swaroop, died of
burninjuries caused by a fire at his
house in Kalwari village on Friday
night. His friend Pintu Sahu (35),
who was with him at the time of
the incident, died on the spot.

Nirbhik’s wife Vibha Singh
(34)said that she had seenavideo
of her husband in which he had
alleged that he was killed for do-
inganewsreport. “Police have as-
sured me that they will expose
those responsible for the death of
my husband... Isaw the videoon
social mediainwhich he said that
he was going to expose something
through a news report. We don’t
know which report he was talk-
ingabout.”

Verma said that police have
taken cognizance of the wife’s
complaintand will soonreveal the
details of the case.

Police officers said four teams
have been formed to nab the ac-
cused and 17 people have been

HIMACHAL PRADESH
PUBLIC WOHKS DEPARTMENT
E-Frocurement Mofiee
INVITATION FOR BIDS (1F13)
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contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurred as a result of
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies or
entering into any agreements
with advertisers or otherwise
acting on an advertisement in
any manner whatsoever.

www.tenders.tn.gov.in

29.12.2020.

bidders.

For Contact:
044-25665327

DIPR/4406/Tender/2020

Government of Tamil Nadu

PUBLIC (ELECTIONS-II) DEPARTMENT
SECRETARIAT, CHENNAI-600 009.

TENDER NOTIFICATION

The details can be seen

Tender No.2/2020/5560
Sealed tenders are invited from reputed Companies/Agencies to select as
State Level Agency for supply of manpower to maintain ERONET along with
associated activities towards conduct of Elections and Annual Maintenance
of related hardware equipment in Tamil Nadu for the period of 5 years.
in the Tender document which can be
downloaded free of cost from the website www.elections.tn.gov.in and

1. Queries from the Companies/Agencies should be sent to the e-mail ID
sec2.pelecd@tn.gov.in by 05.00 pm on 09.12.2020. The reply of the
queries of the Companies/Agencies shall be uploaded by this
Department by 05.00 pmon 14.12.2020.

2. The last date for submission of tender document - 3.00 pm on

3. Initial scrutiny of the Bid at 3.30 pm on 29.12.2020.
4. Financial Bid - To be communicated later to the technically qualified

5. EarnestMoney Deposit (EMD) : Rs.25,00,000/-

Additional Chief Electoral Officer (I.T.) &
Additional Secretary to Government

0120-6651214

Call

9
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Kharat Nirman throngh Rural Roads
Chicf Englnecr (Shinla £onel HFPWD
Nirman Bhawon Migam Yibar Shinska H.P 1710032

BITARAT MIRNIAN

UNDER PRADFAN MANTRI GRAM SADAK VOJANA (PMGSY)
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I, Keshav Dev, S/0 Of Shyam
Sunder, R/o House No-545 G.F
Sector-7B, Faridabad,
Haryana-121006 have changed
my name to Keshav Dev Goel.

0070722290-1

I, Arif S/0-Mohammad Arefeen
Moulai R/0.H.NO.1283, Rakab-
Ganj,Ganj Mir Khan,Delhi-
110006,Have change my name
to Mohammad Arif
permanently. 0040556428-3

I,SURENDER KUMAR S/0 DHAN
SINGH R/0 House No-443/1,
Near Union Bank, Village-
Ankhir, N.1.T, Faridabad-
121001, Haryana HAVE
CHANGED MY NAMETO
SURENDER KUMAR TANWAR
0070722286-1

I, Sanjeev, S/o-Mahinder, R/o-
wz-10, Second/floor
Meenakshigarden, have
changed my name to sanjev
singh deol for,all future
purposes.  0040556428-1

I, Bimla w/o Bhagirath Raghav
r/o village-Bhondsi Tehsil-
sohna, district-Gurgaon have
changed my name vimla
Raghav.

0040556428-2

[ LOST &FOUND |

Itis notified that my original
admit card, Mark Sheet,
provisional and character
certificate of All India
Secondary School
Examination (AISSE) of yar
2019, bearing roll n0.3149046,
issued by CBSE has been
actually lost.Finders are
requested to hanover the
same the undersigned
candidate. Sd/- Sagolsem
Etani Chanu, Thiubal
Athikpam-9612241025.

0050172374-1

[ PUBLIC NOTICE |

PU

It is hereby Informed
10 1he penesal publie
that |, Lisha Singh Dfo
farn das o B4L45
Safdarjung Enclave
Rew Delhi, have lost
the ariginal
Provislonal Allotment
Latier Mo
JERELPOS1004 Dated
Jume 4, 2008 iscuad
by laipraksh
Asspriates Lirnited in
respect of unit Mo,
ELPOAD0S IP
Greens, Monda on
Sapt 4, 2008, Anyona
finding the said
dociment is
requactad to kindly
return the same to
me of to the
company - Usha
Ainph Mobile
QEISGLAELI1 Cmail
usingh11 & hotmail,
com Residance
B4145 Safdarjung
Enclave 110025




DSGMC: Serving humanity by following the
path of SEWA shown by Guru Sahiban

ADVERTORIAL

HE DELH: 5ikh Gumidweara Man-

agemant Committes is & rali-

agpaiis bady established under In:

dian Parliament Act 15971,

Though its prime objactive is o
Ioek alter all the histarical Gurudwara
Lahibs ai Delhi and Sikh Alfairs, it serves
humanity inmany ways,

Langar in Corona Times: The D3
GMC led by its Prasident M. Manjinder
aingh Sirsa took up responsibility to sere
langar ta people in Delhi during the ok
down, Langar was prepared in Gurud-
weard Bangla Sahib kitchen by hundreds
of sewadars and was served in different
part of Delhi to mare than 1 lakh 30 hau-
sand peaple daily, Even the Delhigovern:
mant appraached the DEGM for prepar-
ing and sérving lengar o thausonds of
pecple who were unable to feed them-
selves, Sewadars of the DSGMC reachad
avery cormer ol the Delhi o wve laagar o
peaple at their doar steps.

It also senved langar to farmers in Delhi
wiho had come to stage protests for their
demands. Frime Minister Marendra Modi
lauckad the efforts of the DAGKE for sery-
irey humanity with langar andather forms
atf sewa. He said, * Dur Gurdwaras have
hesen deing exceptional work in senving
peaple. Their compassion is appreciable.”

The Delhi Pelice paid siren fribute to
the DEGMC Far 115 senvice of humanity,
Lad by Eish Singhal, tha deputy commis-
shner of pelice (Mew Delhi] the caval
cade of 35 police vans ard 50 motoroy:
ches did 'parikrama’ o Guredwara Bangla
Sahil. Senior polioe officers alse paid
abeisance at the qurdwara and did 'seva’
ar service by helping in the preparation
al langar, a free community kitchen,

Free Ambulance Sewa: The DSGMC
lzunched Free Ambulance Sewa for the
patents diring COVID-1S times It
laurched 12 Ambdances ta rsh patisnts
af Cavid and ather diseases 1 haspitals at
the gaaliost, This Ambutance Service was
launched inywhale Dethi inclisding Moaorth,
south, East, West and Central Delhi, Mo
maney was charged from patients or their
families for framsporting patients to hospi-
Lal. This initiative was [suded by peaple
from all walks of fifz.

Revolutionary steps in health
services: The DSGMT has taken ravolu:
ticnary steps to provide health care sar-
wices o pegple of the Maticnal capital.

Zarvices 1o Medical Fratarnity: The D%
GMC did & splendid sswa during the
CONID-19 crists wiheh needical fratemity in
the national capital faced social stigma
prablems as attiiude of peaple turned
stk towards B, They wene upset by
such attitude of paople 2nd at that time
the: DSGMC provided all its Sarat (inns} 1o
doctors and para medical stalf werking
in diffarent haspitals of Delhi including
AN for Thving and also served largar 1o
them. This facility enabled the medical
fratermity to perfanm helr services witheut
any hindrange,

Highly subsidized Bala Pritam
Dawakhana: The D5GME has apened
highly subsidized medical stores namely
Bala Fritam Dawakhana at thres placss
in Delhi, First such store was opensd in
August end at Guredwara Bangla Sahib
camplax, fablawed by another at Gund-
waara Manak Fiae and third such stare is
ready for inauguration at Gurudwara
sahib Pashchim Vikar, These Bala Pritam
Dawakbanas offer up to 90 perent subsi
dired medicines as compared to market
rates, This is a unkgue sewa whose bask s
no profit no ks, The DSGMC is providing
finan<ial suppart o these medical stores
wihase aim i to provide cheaper medi-
cines of all the diseases 1o the people of
Dilhi, The DEGMC has planned o open
such stares in all part of Delhi.

Bala Pritam Hospital: The DSGMC
has launched vigorous efforis 1o start
Bala Sahib Hospital. Sewa far this hospital
has besn harded over ta Baka Bachan
sinigh jiwha is supervising work day and
night with @ mission to start the haspital.

Cheapest Dialysis and MRI: The
DEEME is launching cheapest Dalysis
and MR scan fzcility for the people of
Dedhi. alysis will be dene for anly Bs
600 whereas MBI scan will be done for
anly Bs. 50, This medical treatment is oo
castly in market bur the DEGMC has
made alaborate arrangements to start
these services at Bala Sahib hospital at
highly affcedable rates

Efforts to promote Sikh youth in
Civil 3ervices: The DSGME has made
arrangemant 10 promates Sikh youth in
Unian Civil Services and to achiave thic
purpese it has launched Gurd Tegh Ba-
hadur Academy for Civil Services. This
academy will provide coaching, training
and counseling o sikh minority candi
datas {or preparaticn of Civil services ex-
aminations apart from boarding and
Iisding facilities,

Helping Afghan refugees: Tha 05
GG President b, Manjinder Singh Sisa
taak upen himsell the responsibility o
bring  Afghan Sikh  families  from
Alghaniston t Mew Defi, He arranged 2
charted flight for them, brought them 1o
Dethi ard provided accommodation in
Sarars and alss served langar 1o them,
Thesa Sikhs ware frightensd in their

couniry after they were made selective
tangets by the militants there, They ap-
proached Mr, Sirsa whe ted up with
Unign Government and made arrange-
inens 1o brng them back
Implementation of Anand Mar-
riage Act: The CEGMC played a key role
in enacting Anand Marriage Act and ifs
implementation in different states of the
country, The DSGAE President Mr. ban-
[incker Singh B not only took w thes-
sug of implementation of Arand Mar-
riage Act with Chief Ministers of
different states but also met many of
them personally for spaedy implemanta-

Established in 1971, the

Defhi Sikh Gurudwara
Management Committee has

Hﬂmw —_ done tremendous work to
BT e alleviate the problems

n&ﬁé:ﬂhﬂnai ﬁﬂ? of the poor and the needy
We wish heartiest during the COVID-19
Eengeatylatins iy pandemic and beyond

fion of the act. &s aresult of these eforst
naw dnand Marrizge Act has been imple-
pnerted i mast of the states and young
Sikh marrying couples are getfing their
inarriages registered under theact,
Legal Ballle against guilty of
1984 Sikh genocide and help to vic-
tim famillos: The DEGMT has laurched
vigaraws afforts to gat guilty of 1984 Sikh
Genocide punished by courts of laws as
resuit of these effarts key conspirator and
accuzed Sajjan Bumar and saveral others

are now behind the bars. Mow the DS-
GMC is pursuing cases against lagdish
Tyther, Kamal Hath and oiher aused o
ensure that they are put behind bars for
their sins, & dedicated legal team of the
D5GMT regularly pursues these cases.
The DEGMC has also tied up with wit-
nessis in hese coses s that they con de
pose in the courts against the guilty.
Apart from pursuing legal cases
agamst the guilty of the Sikh genocide,
the DSGME has alza given financial help

tar thi Families of wictims.

Taking up cases like Gurudwara
curudongmar: The DEGEMC has ako
taken up case:s like Guwudwara Gu-
rsdongmar where sfinrts were made 1o
change Gurudwara Sahib's front with k-
cal writings. It also took up cases of Gu-
Pachwara Glan Godri and others,

Fight for Sikhs in Natienal and
International Field: The DSGMC
wiarks for betlerment of Sikhcommunity
in the country as well as for mambers af
the community setled abroad. [T any case
of harassment of Sikhs comes 1o ils no-
tics, it immadiately acts in tha matter and
ensures that Sikhs are ot targeted any-
where i the country and abroad, Re-
renthy cazes of Sikhs in UR Maharazhirs,
Meghalaya or others have been faken
care of by the DSGMC, Itis ako fighting
legal battles on behaif of Skhs in Megha-
laga,

Taking up issues of minorities in
Pakistan: The DSGMC alse tonk up is-
sue ol targetng minarity girls of Sikh,
Hindu and Christian community by tha fa-

cal youth from majority community, M.
Sirsa cantactad such familiss whese minge
daughters were abducted, comeried ta
kslam and then marmied ta yauth from ma-
jarity commanity, He alsa released ls1of
sukh girk and took up tha issue with in-
dian and Pakistan Government apart
frovm Laking itwith United Mations,
Celebration of 550th Birthday of
Guruy Manak Dev ji: The DAGMC cale-
brated 550th Prakash Purab of Guru
Manak [ew ji at grand scale Notonly reli-
gious functions were organized at grand
scake in which Unign Horne and Defence
Ministers apart fram former FM and

paniz=d with complete religious fervaur
at Gurdwarz Rakeh Ganj, where mortal
rernaing of Guru Teg Bahadur were con-
signed to flames. &n executive commit-
tee of 101 members; inchuding Sikh his-
torians, academiciars and celebrities,
headed by Awviar Singh Hit President,
TakEit 5r Harimarndis, Patna Sahib man:
agement cammittees, has been consti-
tuted 1o finalise the broad contaurs for
celebrativns and chalk sut programmes
including =eminars, sympasia and lac-
tures to throw light on various facets of
life and philosaphy of GuruTeg Bahadur.

An international saminar on the life

other dignitanes participated, it launched
a specizl campaign to education peaple
about life ard teachings of Gury Hanak
Dey ji. Special posters ware depicted in
metro frairs apart from providing printed
fiterature b e people sbout leathings of
Guru Sahib.

Celebration of 400th Prakash
Purab of Guru Tegh Bahadur Sahib
jiz The DSGMC has launched year lang
celebrations to celebrate 4001h Prakash
Purab of GuruTegh Bahadur 5ahib ji. Cel
ebration bieqan with Bhog of & Akhand
Path Sahib a1 Guridwara Sis Garg Sahib
on MNawamber 8, 2020. Several pra-
grammes have hesn planned which
would ks held in the coming manths ta
celebrate the momentous occasion ina
befitting manner,

Around 400 Sikh organizations and
charitable institirtians in Defhi and MCR
il b chisely associated with the cel
ebrations at the historic gurdwara 5is
Ganj Sahib, where Guri Teg Bahadur at-
tained markyrdam,

The concluding function would be or-

New Delhi

il

and teachings of Guoo Tegh Bakadur
vwwou'd also ba organisad in Dethi in Fabmnu-
ary 2021

"8 grand ‘nagar kirtan’ led by the "Panj
Pyaras’ will start from Guru Teg Ba-
adur's birthplace in Amritsar and will
reach Rakabgan) Gurudwara in Delhi,
cavering majar cities and places associ-
el with the Gura’s [ife, over the caurse
of 15 days.

& mega kirtan darbar” at the Indira
Ganhi Indosr Stadium would be keld in
March 2021 in which 1,100 studenis
from Guru Harkishan public scheols will
simultaneausly recite ‘shabad’ and per-
farm ‘kirtan’

& laser shawon the 18fe teachings and
phikasophy of Guru Tegh Eahadur wauld
alsa be hald at the event. Oiher pro-
gramimes such as ree plantation, "ardas’
based on "Gurbani®, blood doration and
medical camps, dempnstrations of 5ikh
mieLial arts and ranslation of Guru's
teachings in several intemational lan-
auaes walld be part of the celebration

Education: The DEGMT manages a
nuimber of schooks and colleges and insti-
tutes which are praviding education 16
thausznds af children in the Mational
Capital. Thase educational institugas e
highly successhul and have & reputation
based on ther achisvaments.

Issued in Public
Interest by :
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‘WORDLY WISE
ECONOMIC GROWTH IS NOT ONLY
UNNCESSARY, BUT RUINOUS.

—ALEKSANDR SOLZHENITSYN
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RAMNATH GOENKA

BECAUSE THE TRUTH

GLIMMER & TUNNEL

Economy outpaced expectations in second quarter. But
sustainability of rebound in activities remains a concern

INVOLVES US ALL

FTER AN UNPRECEDENTED decline of 23.9 per cent in the first quarter

of the current financial year, the Indian economy fared better than most

expected, with the pace of contraction easing to 7.5 per cent in the sec-

ond quarter. The performance, better than what economists at the RBI

had predicted, reflects in part, a steady improvement in activity levels
with the easing of lockdown restrictions during this period, and the ramping up of pro-
duction to satiate the pent-up and festival season-led demand. In the weeks thereafter,
the continuing sequential improvement in leading economic indicators has led to opti-
mism that the economy is likely to rebound stronger than expected in the second half of
the year. However, one must advise caution, as the durability of the sharper-than-ex-
pected rebound remains a matter of concern.

In part, the continuing healthy performance of the farm sector helped ease the extent
of contraction of the economy. Excluding agriculture, value added by rest of the economy
contracted by 8.3 per cent in the second quarter. The manufacturing sector grew by 0.6
per cent in the second quarter, after contracting by a staggering 39.3 per cent in the previ-
ous one. While volume indicators like the index of industrial production continued to con-
tract during this period, even though the extent of contraction had eased greatly, presum-
ably, value added by the sector has risen on the back of aggressive expenditure pruning as
indicated by corporate results. Similarly, the construction sector witnessed a significant
uptick with the contraction in activities easing to 8.6 per cent in the second quarter, down
from 50.3 per cent in the first quarter. This despite construction activities being muted
during the monsoon season. On the services side, while a similar improvement was ob-
served in the trade, hotels, transport and communication sector, surprisingly, the pace of
contraction actually worsened in financial, real estate and professional services sector dur-
ing this period. While private consumption fared better, as household spending perked
up with restrictions on economic activities and movements gradually lifted, government
spending rather than being counter-cyclical, continued to be pro-cyclical, falling in the
second quarter as well, despite the announcement of massive relief packages. Investment
activity also improved during this period, presumably on account of work beginning on
projects that had been stalled due to the lockdown restrictions, as did the change in stocks,
indicating higher inventory accumulation.

The stronger than expected uptick in economic indicators in October, while raise op-
timism over the state of the economy, must be treated with caution as data for some of
these indicators for November signals some moderation in activities, justifying concerns
over the sustainability of this upswing. Further, the possibility of the imposition of lo-
calised restrictions on activities due to rising COVID-19 cases adversely impacting eco-
nomic activities going forward also cannot be ruled out

VACCINATOR CHALLENGE

Professionals need to be trained to deliver Covid-19 vaccine.
Government must coordinate with private sector

HE SEARCH FOR a shield against the coronavirus has reached a critical phase

inseveral parts of the world, including India. Though we do not have a firm

date on a vaccine for mass use, a consensus seems to be emerging that a

preventive will roll out of laboratories months before it was anticipated

when the pandemic broke out. The Serum Institute of India, one of the lab-
oratories at the forefront of vaccine development in the country, has reportedly said that
it will apply for permission for emergency use of the preventive in a fortnight. Many is-
sues, however, remain to be resolved in what may shape up to be one of the biggest logis-
tical challenges in public health. It is heartening, therefore, that the Centre and states have
embarked on this task in the right earnest. Last week, during a meeting with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, chief ministers of several states outlined their plans for vaccine deployment.
Conversations have begun on ways to bolster the country’s cold-chain infrastructure. A
cadre of vaccinators will now have to be mobilised to administer the first doses.

The government reportedly plans to vaccinate about one crore healthcare profession-
als in the first phase, and 30 crore people by September 2021. Experts reckon that the
Universal Immunisation Programme’s workforce will not be adequate for the purpose.
Already there are complaints that diverting health workers for the anti-COVID-19 efforts has
disrupted routine inoculation programmes. Doctors, nurses and lab technicians from pri-
vate healthcare facilities will have to be roped in to meet the current challenge. The National
Expert Group on Vaccination Administration for COVID-19 has sought the views of indus-
try bodies such as the FICCI and CII as well as hospital associations on the matter. This is a
step in the right direction. But much more needs to be done, especially because govern-
ment and private agencies will have to work in tandem in diverse realms — monitoring
beneficiary databases, human resources training, bracing up cold-chain logistics and en-
suring smooth supplies of syringes and medical glass vials. Coordination mechanisms be-
tween government officials at different levels and private sector experts will have to be in-
stituted to ensure that the targeted inoculations are delivered in the shortest possible time.

The firstlot of the vaccines is not likely to be 100 per cent effective — the Oxford-Astra-
Zeneca vaccine developed by the Serum Institute has so far reported 70 per cent efficacy.
Any case, vaccines have side effects. A transparent mechanism to report adverse reactions
— and deal with misinformation and fear mongering — will be critical to the inoculation
drive. There is no time to lose in mobilising and training a workforce for the purpose.
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Onwards and upwards

With better than expected second-quarter numbers,

economy could spring a positive surprise

Soumya KANTI GHOSH

THE GDP DATA released on November 27 takes
us back 50 years when economist and Nobel
Laureate Paul Samuelson, on being asked ona
television panel about his changing views on
inflation, observed, “well when events change,
I change my mind. What do you do?” India’s
GDPdata, or for that matter the GDP numbers
released globally, lead toa similar predicament.
Until now, GDP data for the third quarter of the
calendar year 2020 has been released for 49
countries, 44 of whom have contracted in the
range of 0-10 per cent. The narrative has
changed for the better since the first quarter
(financial year) when India’s GDP growth de-
clined by 23.9 per cent, and the fall for the full
year was expected to be double digits.
Sowhatdoes the data show? The most re-
markable partis the nominal GDPloss narrow-
ing down to Rs 1.98 lakh crore in the second
quarter of the financial year from a staggering
Rs 11.1 lakh crore in the first quarter (the cu-
mulative lossatRs 13.1 lakh crore is equivalent
t06.4 per centof 2019-20 GDP). Manufacturing
(and construction) has minimised its losses by
91 per cent from the first quarter. The services
sector has reduced its losses by 43 per cent,
while the losses incurred by the trade sub-seg-
ment have fallen by a staggering 80 per cent.
However, the losses of the financial, real estate
and professional services and the public ad-
ministration segments have jumped by 50 per
cent. The recovery has been led by manufac-
turing and also by the largest component of
the services sector — trade, hotels, transport
and communication. The other good news is
that the agriculture sector has already added
0.4 per cent to GDP in both the quarters.
Ifthis trend of loss minimisation continues
(at this rate, possible gains in nominal GDP in
the third and fourth quarter are a distinct pos-
sibility) India’s 2020-21 nominal GDP will sur-
prisingly not be lower than 2018-19 levels as
was earlier expected. This would mean India
has weathered the COVID storm in terms of a
loss of output in 2020-21 that could be more
than salvaged in 2021-22, though this is con-
tingent on India getting back to business
through continued sector-specific reforms.
One worrying data point is the large dis-
crepancies in the second quarter numbers
which amount to 1.7 per cent of GDP. Over
thelast few years, as the economy has under-

The disruptions in the
labour market, however,
could be a risk for future
consumption and inequality.
There have been more
aggressive cuts in employee
costs in the case of small
companies with a turnover
of up to Rs 500 crore. This is
also substantiated by the
results of NCAER’s Business
Expectations Survey that
shows that firms were more
likely to terminate the
employment of temporary
workers, compared to that
of permanent workers,
owing to the skill premium
of the latter.

gone many structural changes, data revisions
in GDP and discrepancies have moved in the
same direction (upward revisions in both),
specifically in 2016-17 and 2017-18.1n 2018-
19, even as GDP was revised upwards, dis-
crepancies were revised downwards indicat-
ing the process of reconciliation is getting
better. But this job will become difficult in
2020-21 as even CSO believes that the data
will undergo changes.

What are the possible reasons for the surge
in manufacturing gross value added (GVA)?
We believe one possible explanation could be
the stellar corporate GVA numbers in the sec-
ond quarter on the back of a massive purge in
costs (a recent RBI study also confirms that),
particularly on employees. The downside to
such cost-cutting could be significant labour
market disruptions, increasing inequality and
thus a material impact on consumption. The
good thing is that COVID-19 has brought about
rapid changes in many industries in terms of
innovations that will surely outlive the pan-
demic. For example, the pandemic has accel-
erated the pace of technology adoption in the
banking system in India, with branch footfalls
dropping sharply. One notable example of such
technology adoption is the credit guarantee
scheme for MSMEs that has beenaresounding
success, with almost all parts of the country
benefitting from the scheme. Data consump-
tion in rural India on the network of common
service centres, and special purpose vehicles
(physical facilities for delivering government
of India e-services to rural and remote loca-
tions)also jumped by nearly 100 per cent dur-
ing the lockdown. The thrust on digital finan-
cialliteracy can now help inrapidly onboarding
the digitally-unbanked rural population.

Thedisruptions in the labour market, how-
ever, could be a risk for future consumption
and inequality. There have been more aggres-
sive cuts inemployee costsin the case of small
companies with a turnover of up to Rs 500
crore. This is also substantiated by the results
of NCAER’s Business Expectations Survey that
shows that firms were more likely to termi-
nate the employment of temporary workers,
compared to that of permanent workers, ow-
ing to the skill premium of the latter.

This raises clear concerns regarding
inequality. Globally, data provided by the

OECD oninequality shows that between 1985
and 2013 (the latest available data), the Gini
coefficient rose significantly for most high-
income countries with the US and UK being
amongst the most unequal. The data for India,
though quite dated and sporadic, indicates
that inequality has increased but not signifi-
cantly worsened. It is of utmost importance
that we continue to reduce inequality
through income support or transfers.

It is interesting to see how the incremen-
tal capital-output ratio (ICOR) will play out in
2020-21.The ICORis the amount of capital re-
quired to produce one unit of output. The
higher the ICOR, the less efficient the use of
capital. Delays in the completion of projects,
lackof complementary investments in related
sectors and the non-availability of critical in-
puts can all lead to arise in ICOR. The ICOR in
India has increased from 3.8 in 2016-17 to 4.9
in2018-19 and is expected to further deterio-
rate to 6.9in 2019-20.

Itwould be unfairif we don't talk about the
huge role that the RBI had played in this con-
text of arresting the growth slowdown. With
government consumption expenditure declin-
ing sharply by 18 per cent in the second quar-
ter, it now seems that monetary policy has
played the perfect foil even as fiscal policy con-
tinues to remain tight-fisted. The RBI has
donned many hats and fulfilled many expec-
tations during the crisis. Beginning with a com-
prehensive solution for providing a liquidity
backstop to convincing markets that liquidity
problems will not translate into solvency prob-
lems and issues of financial stability, to giving
explicit forward guidance of rates for an ex-
tended period to assuaging battered market
sentiments when uncertainty was high and
adopting out of box unconventional policies —
its proactive approach has been alearning ex-
perience for all of us

So, what next? We now expect the GDPde-
cline for the full year to be in single digits, and
possibly evenlower than the RBland markets’
forecasts. The third and fourth quarter num-
bers are likely to spring a positive surprise,
though conditional on the absence of another
wave of infections.

Thewriter is group chiefeconomic advisor,
State Bank of India. Views are personal

JUSTICE ON TRIAL

Existing bail regime, loaded against poor and underprivileged, needs urgent reform

NITIKA KHAITAN

THE SPEED WITH which Arnab Goswami was
recently granted bail has thrown into sharp re-
lief the multitudes for whom such quick ac-
cess tojustice will never exist. According to the
latest figures from 2019, an extraordinary 69
per cent of inmates in prison are undertrials —
persons who have not yet been declared guilty
of any crime. Depriving persons of their liberty
without a conviction is meant to serve a nar-
row purpose: Ensure that they do notabscond
or tamper with the evidence or influence wit-
nesses. Under the existing bail regime, how-
ever, there is legitimate concern that people
are being incarcerated unnecessarily and lan-
guishing in jails for far longer than justified.
The problem begins with arrest. For deca-
des, government reports and court decisions
have noted the prevalence of unlawful and un-
necessary arrests.Recent Supreme Court decis-
ionsand changesin criminal law have sought to
introduce safeguards—for instance, requiring
the police torefrain from arrest in certain cases
ifthe accused appears before the police when-
ever she is asked. But the difficulty of co-
mplainingagainst police officials and weakint-
ernal incentives to discipline officers means
thereislittle accountability for arbitrary arrests.
After 24 hours, the police must produce the
arrested in court for magistrates to decide
whether remand to further custody is warra-
nted. A catena of judgments emphasises that
magistrates cannot merely accept the say-so
of the police. Butan equally vast jurisprudence

Statutes such as those
penalising drug and terror
offences impose special
restrictions on bail, which
effectively condemn
arrestees to brutally long
periods of custody pending
trials, which span years. The
gravity of drugs and terror-
related crimes is used to
justify such restrictions. But
letting the seriousness of
the allegation become a
primary consideration in
bail means that prosecuting
agencies can simply trump
up charges.

underscores how remand is extended
mechanically.

Once arrestees are entangled in the system,
their release depends on their access to legal
aid, woefully inadequate in India and deter-
mined entirely by privilege, which also deter-
mines their ability to appeal upwards, if alower
court denies them bail, and their ability to de-
mand rights, such as the right to be released if
they are in custody fora certain period without
being chargesheeted. It is little surprise that
Muslims, Dalits and Adivasis are incarcerated
atrates disproportionate to their population.

Some laws make bail even harder. Statutes
such as those penalising drug and terror of-
fences impose special restrictions on bail,
which effectively condemn arrestees to bru-
tally long custody pending trials. Provisions
under ordinary law that mandate release of
undertrials if they have spent half of the max-
imum possible sentence in custody do not ap-
ply to prisoners under special laws. The grav-
ity of drugs and terror-related crimes is used
to justify such draconian restrictions. But let-
ting the seriousness of the allegation become
a primary consideration in bail means that
prosecuting agencies can simply trump up
charges to ensure years of punishment.

Finally, one major impediment remains
even once a court has granted bail. Landmark
judicial decisions have long deprecated the
practice of courts demanding excessive surety
orlocal sureties. If an arrestee cannot afford her

surety condition, or does not know anyone lo-
callywilling to stand as surety for her, she must
remaininjail. As reported to the high-powered
committee set up todecongest prisons in Delhi
during the lockdown earlier this year, hundreds
of prisoners were in jail only because they could
not meet their surety conditions. The HC passed
a one-time order doing away with the surety
conditionsinlight of the pandemic, though the
problem will remain long after the pandemic.

One-time orders characterise the court’s
response to many of these issues. In decisions
on the drug-related offences law in 1994 and
anti-terror law in 1996, the court recognised
that where a speedy trial is not possible, bail
restrictions equal unduly long confinement
and infringe on Article 21 rights. In both cases,
the court passed one-time orders directing cer-
tain undertrials to be released, while clarify-
ing that the orders would not affect future
cases. In another 1996 decision, the Delhi HC
appointed court commissioners to investigate
the background of prisoners unable to afford
surety and passed one-time directions relaxing
their bail conditions.

These orders evidence widespread recog-
nition of fundamental issues with bail, yet re-
frain from systemic change. In the absence of
large-scale reform, however, we will continue
witharegime thatinits daily reality both hor-
rifies and numbs.

Thewriteris alawyer based in Delhi

NOVEMBER 30,1980, FOrRTY YEARS AGO

ASSAM PROTEST

ANINE-HOUR FAST by leaders of the Assam
movement ended on November 29 with
strong speeches by their leaders condemn-
ing the government for letting loose a reign
of terror against students. Earlier over 1,000
Cotton College Students, many of them
women, held protests, demanding that the
principal extend protection to boarders. The
students also demanded the withdrawal of
cases against their 10 counterparts, who are
injail and 66 others who have been released
on bonds. They said that CRP jawans had
taken away money, wrist watches and other
belongings for which they should be paid
compensation. They denied keeping lethal
arms in hostel. Meanwhile, officials of Oil

India resumed work after 28 days of strike.
Life in Gauhati remained crippled, with the
CRP patrolling streets and panic-stricken
people trying to avoid them. Many impor-
tant markets also remained closed. The All-
Assam Minority Students Union has ex-
pressed concern over the protests.

CONGRESS vs CPM

THE RULING CONGRESS in Kerala has made
it known its dissatisfaction to the CPM over
the communist party’s concept of the Left
Democratic Front, its approach to its front
partners and its handling of the law and or-
der situation in the state. It has warned the
CPM that if it wants to try the Bengal formula
oreven the politics of 1967 in Kerala, it should

New Delhi

be ready to face the consequences. The CPM
is alleged to have attacked the offices of the
Congress in Kerala. PCC president A K
Anthony, who briefed newsmen, said that
the CPM s yet to fully understand the basics
of the concept of a left democratic front.

INDIRA AND STARS

PRIME MINISTER INDIRA Gandhi has said
that she has no faith in astrologers. The PM
said that an impression has been created in
the Indian and foreign press that she con-
sulted astrologers before taking momentous
decisions. “I have never been to astrologers,
though people come to me. The only stars [
believe in are those of India’s bright past,
bright present and bright future,” she said.
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“There is no doubt among Nepalis, and especially the families of the victims,
that the insurgency was an extraordinary situation; and that the normative
ideas of the criminal justice system do not apply as they are in insurgency-era

cases.”

—THE KATHMANDU POST

New script in Pakistan

Allegations of corruption, electoral malpractices are nothing new in opposition protests.
But criticism of the military in political rallies is unprecedented

FARZANA SHAIKH

FOR A COUNTRY as famously unpredictable
as Pakistan, the regularity of its dispiriting
pattern of politics can be hard to explain.
Periodic waves of popular protest, each rid-
ing on the back of ever-higher expectations
of democratic change, soon recede to expose
an entrenched pattern of power, which has
remained broadly constant for more than
seven decades.

There is little to suggest that the latest
round of opposition protests against Prime
Minister Imran Khan will be any different.

The familiar ring is hard to miss. Midway
throughiits term of office, an elected govern-
ment faces demands to step down from dis-
affected parties, who accuse it of corruption
or electoral malpractice. The memory of
Khan's container driven politics, which led to
the ousting of former prime minister Nawaz
Sharif in 2017, is still fresh.

This time a loose alliance under the ban-
ner of the Pakistan Democratic Movement
(PDM), led by the Pakistan People’s Party
(PPP), the Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz
(PML-N) and the Jamiat-ul Ulama i- Islam-
Fazlur Rahman (JUI-F), is again seeking the
resignation of the government before the end
of its term in 2023.

Opposition parties have accused Khan of
complicity in rigging the 2018 elections to
favour his “selection” as prime minister — ac-
cusations that have been amplified by claims
of widespread irregularities in recent polls
held in Gilgit-Baltistan, where Khan'’s
Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI) party is set to
form the government.

Asinthe past, the current protests have met
with the familiar drumbeat of a military-secu-
rity establishment, which has warned oppo-
sition leaders against acting as agents of “for-
eign interests” looking to exploit chinks in
Pakistan’s armour. And as before, these insin-
uations of treason have been rejected by op-
position parties insisting on their right to
protestagainst anillegitimate governmentand
aprime minister they describe as a “puppet”.

Other tried and tested methods from the
pastare alsoin play. A crackdown on dissent,
the harassment of opposition activists, the
orchestration of divisions in opposition ranks,
and the use of religious parties to diffuse at-
tention or fuel the fire, are all in evidence.

In October, the body responsible for issu-
ing media licences (the Pakistan Electronic
Media Regulatory Authority or Pemra),
barred television channels from broadcast-
ing the speeches of “proclaimed offenders”.
The Opposition dismissed it as a ploy to sti-
fle publicity for Sharif, who is currently in
London for medical treatment, and vowed to
defy the ban.

In one of the most egregious cases of ha-
rassment, security officials also forced
Karachi’s police chief to sign an arrest war-
rant for Sharif’s son-in-law, Safdar Awan, who
was seized in his hotel room at night after at-
tending an opposition rally in the city in
October. The arrest triggered outrage prompt-
ing the army chief, General Javed Bajwa, to or-
deraninquiry. However, details of the action
taken against the offending officials remain
firmly under wraps.

Since then reports have emerged of de-
fections in opposition parties orchestrated by
the security forces. In Balochistan, where the
pro-military Balochistan Awami Party (BAP)

heads the government, two senior PML-N
leaders are said to have broken ranks with
Sharif over his “narrative” against the army,
which they claim s a call to “mutiny”.

Well-worn tactics to use religious parties
close to the military-security establishment
have also resurfaced. The radical Barelvi
group, the Tehreek-i-Labbaik Pakistan (TLP),
which shot to political stardom in 2017 after
working with the security establishment to
oust former prime minister Sharif, has made
afresh appearance.

In a series of rallies in early November,
which served to distract attention from op-
position demands, the TLP blocked main
routes to the capital, Islamabad, and called for
Pakistan to sever relations with France over
alleged Islamophobia.

Notwithstanding these familiar patterns,
the latest opposition protests do break some
new ground. The most significant departure
from previous movements has been to call
out senior members of the military hierarchy
for exceeding their constitutional remit and
interfering in politics.

The tone was set by Sharif who, in a dra-
matic video address from London to a mass
rally in Gujranwala which kicked off the
movement on October 17, named General
Bajwaand the current head of the ISI, General
Faiz Hameed, as conspiring to oust him from
office. The unprecedented intervention has
left the military scrambling to salvage its rep-
utation as a neutral arbiter above party
politics.

But Sharif’s decision to take the bull by its
horns has also opened up cracks in the oppo-
sition, which could spell aloss of momentum.

Sharif’s decision to take the
bull by its horns has also
opened up cracks in the
Opposition, which could
spell aloss of momentum.
The first indications
appeared on November 6
when, in the course of an
interview with the BBC, the
co-chairman of the PPP,
Bilawal Bhutto, confessed
that he had been ‘shocked’ by
Sharif’s decision to single
out individual members of
the military establishment as
culprits for bringing Imran
Khan to power. “‘We don’t
talk like this in rallies, he
declared. Sharif’s daughter,
Maryam, de facto head of the
PML-N, was quick to
respond saying Bilawal had
offered his personal opinion.

CR Sasikumar

The firstindications appeared on November 6
when, in the course of an interview with the
BBC, the co-chairman of the PPP, Bilawal
Bhutto, confessed that he had been “shocked”
by Sharif’s decision to single out individual
members of the military establishment as cul-
prits for bringing Imran Khan to power. “We
don’t talk like this in rallies,” he declared.
Sharif's daughter, Maryam, de facto head of
the PML-N, was quick to respond saying
Bilawal had offered his personal opinion.

These differences reflect each party’s dif-
fering stakes in the existing dispensation.
While the PPP retains control of the provin-
cial government in Sindh, the PML-N is still
confined to political wilderness. This may ex-
plain Maryam Sharif’s recent offer of talks
with the military in which she set as a condi-
tion for Khan's dismissal but refrained from
demanding the resignation of either Bajwa
or Faiz Hameed.

But the military’s options also seem to be
constrained at the moment. While it may be
inclined to negotiate with opposition parties,
Khan's unwillingness to do so has proved awk-
ward and, arguably, something of an irritant.
Yet the military is clearly not ready to impose
its will or to alienate Khan for fear he may also
“go rogue” like its erstwhile protégé, Sharif.

Khan, however, is far from invulnerable.
Nourished by the military and increasingly
exposed as inept at governance, his political
fortunes can be expected to last only as long
asittakes to cobble together amore depend-
able “King’s Party”.

The writer is an Associate Fellow at Chatham
House London

Who's afraid of Vivekananda?’

JNU needs his spirit, teachings to help it scale new heights

RAsHMI DAS

SWAMI VIVEKANANDA WILL give JNU its
nationalist spine. In his lecture on “Six
Lessons on Raja Yoga,” he said: “Take care of
the spine, everything happens along the
spine.” Vivekananda was a spiritual gener-
alissimo. In his lifetime, his visage and work
evoked awe and reverence from university
bigwigs, industry captains, top opera artists
and an array of intellectuals. To an enslaved
nation facing an imperial world order, he
gave us our manliness.

Itis therefore fitting that a Vivekananda
statue in JNU has been installed at the en-
trance of the administrative block. As
Swamiji had instructed, this statue will in-
spire to “tell the truth boldly, whether it
hurts or not. Never pander to weakness. If
the truth is too much for intelligent people
and it sweeps them away, let them go; the
sooner the better.”

Many in the JNU faculty could benefit
from Vivekananda’s lectures on karma yoga.
They are in dire need of it. Performance cul-
ture, tenacious hard work, selflessness, hon-
esty, the emotional experience that is India
— they are bereft of such realisations. Having
converted their centres and schools into left-

ist swamps, they have survived on past re-
gurgitations of stale theories. Many of them
have routinely shirked their teaching re-
sponsibilities during the pandemic. Their
indolent excuses citing capacity constraints
would make the communications industry
of India squirm. These faculty members
have said that they teach big classes and are
not able to accommodate the number of
students. Truth be told, the university has
conducted over a dozen webinars to teach
faculty members how to use the latest on-
line tools so that any number of students
can be taught — not only for JNU faculty, the
university has trained 5,000 teachers across
the country in the use of online learning and
evaluation methods.

The participation of the left-leaning fac-
ulty in such webinars has been extremely
poor. Many are unaware that such webinars
are held, despite the university posting
these details regularly. The culture of non-
performance in these left swamps is another
contagion that the university has to grapple
with. These faculty members hawk around
in the name of the student community but
inreality, they are the most malevolent anti-

student force and relentlessly cause dam-
age to the university system.

This behaviour was evident in the run
up to the conduct of the JNU Entrance Exam
(JNUEE) 2020-21. While many faculty mem-
bers of different Schools and Centres went to
the office of National Testing Agency (it con-
ducts all important educational entrance
tests like JEE-Mains, NEET, UGC-NET), to set
the questions papers for JNUEE, some deans
and chairpersons played saboteurs and re-
fused to cooperate. The Academic Council
in its latest meeting, 155 (B), took “serious
note” and referred this to the Executive
Council of JNU, (the highest decision-mak-
ing body of the university) for suitable ac-
tion.

The 290th Executive Council (EC) meet-
ing held on November 25, has classified this
as a grave misconduct of service rules. The
EC has constituted a fact-finding commit-
tee toidentify the recalcitrant faculty mem-
bers so that suitable penalties may be meted
out to them. The fact-finding committee is
headed by Rajneesh Shukla, the Visitor’s
nominee to the EC; deans of two schools
who will be named shortly, will also be part

of this committee.

Prime Minister Narendra Modji, while
unveiling the Vivekananda statue narrated
an episode from Swamiji’s life. During his
travels to the West, Vivekananda was often
ridiculed for his saffron robes. On one such
occasion, an Englishman chided him and
said, “why don’t you dress up as a gentle-
man?”. With his characteristic mirth,
Swamiji responded, “in your culture, tailor
maketh a gentleman, in ours character
makes one a gentleman”.

The relevance of this message should be
high priority for JNU.

Some self-styled intellectuals of the left-
over variety are harried by the Vivekananda
statue, more so by “tattered orange cloth”
with which it was covered prior to his un-
veiling. Even when showered with global
praise and a legion of renowned followers,
the monk loved his tattered orange cloth.
He taught us kingly values. These will per-
meate JNU now and make it grand.

The writer is member, Executive Council,
Jawaharlal Nehru University and editor,
TelecomlLive & InfraLive

America’s common
oround

The US possesses a remarkable sense of

independence and com

munity atlocal level, even

when divided at the national level

RAIMOHAN GANDHI

THAT AMERICA IS not a centralised state
was proved by the election. The declara-
tion of Biden’s victory — the “call”, to use
the American phrase — did not come from
a Washington official or from any election
commission (no such body exists in the
US). It came from “decision desks” of TV
networks.

Firmly separated from the channels’ pop-
ular and usually partisan anchors, these “de-
cision desks” have remained independent
over the decades. This has been true also of
Fox, whose principal anchors are openly pro-
Trump. When, much ahead of rival channels,
the Fox “decision desk” named Biden the
projected winner in toss-up Arizona, Trump
was furious, as were Republicans across the
country, but Fox continued to “call” Arizona
for Biden.

America’s elections are organised by each
county (the equivalent of an Indian district),
not by the federal government or, directly, by
astate. Ineach county, volunteering citizens
alsoplay a crucial part. In this and other crit-
ical areas, the country’s course is set by small
independent groups and local communities,
not by aleviathan. This is America’s strength.

After news networks “call” an election,
counties certify their tallies,and then a state
does. Once a state certifies, its Electoral
College delegation is constituted. Due this
year on December 14, physical voting by EC
delegates in their state (or federal territory)
will confirm the president-elect, but Joe
Biden will not assume a president’s powers
until his oath-taking on January 20.

Intheory, Electoral College members can
be bought, kidnapped, or prevented from
voting, though laws exist in many (not all)
states to make this hard. However, very few
instances of delegates defying their state’s
verdict have been recorded.

Inreality, therefore, what creates change,
joy, and grief in America is the news net-
works’ “call”, which this year was made on
November 7. The rest is always a sequence
of formalities, though there is scope for legal
challenges, and, Trump being Trump, for
some suspense. Losing or dropping many of
his challenges, he has earned disgrace by
threatening county or state-level officers,
who in the US have political affiliations.

“Not a good day for those who've lost,”
acknowledged Van Jones, CNN’s African-
American commentator on November 7. A
stirred Jones also said that with the an-
nouncement of Trump’s defeat many like
him would once more “breathe freely”. Every
viewer connected the remark to the dying
George Floyd's “ can’t breathe” gasp earlier
in the year. Now, added Jones on November
7,he cantell his young son, “See! Being good
matters”.

More than 51 per cent of the US popula-

tion seemed to equate Trump’s loss with a
return of times when a president did not
continually lie and bully. They celebrated the
return to decency their votes had produced.
But at least 47 per cent mourned the result.
Many among them felt that “America” had
lost, and “a hostile world” had won.

That Trump was endorsed by nearly half
of the American electorate showed, among
other things, the success of a drive to inject
victimhood in the country’s Whites, who
form around 61 per cent of the population.
Latinos (termed “Hispanics” until recently)
make up around 19 per cent, Blacks around
13 per cent, and Asians (possibly the fastest
growing segment) around 6 per cent.

That America equals White America is
what many Americans, and many non-
Americans too, have tended to think. Others
have equated diversity with America; they
think of the country’s steadily altering racial
mix. Much before Trump, American “nation-
alists” of a dozen hues (ranging from the Ku
Klux Klan to naive believers) had told their
White compatriots that the world was ex-
ploiting the US.

Trump saw and seized his moment after
globalisation enabled Asian economies with
talented but cheaper workforces to capture
agrowing percentage of world trade. Inside
the US, IT or “Tech” was outpacing manufac-
turing. Hundreds of thousands had lost jobs.
Renewable energy was displacing coal.
“You're being cheated,” Trump told White
American masses left behind by globalisa-
tionand “Tech”. Most lived in small townsin
the country’s vast hinterland spaces, far from
the coasts and the great cities. With Trump at
the helm, the forgotten American, the hard-
working, flag-waving, family-defending
White Man, would take his country back!
The message evoked wild enthusiasm.

Iwas asked, during a conversation about
Trump’s adoring audiences, “Do they think
he cares for them?” Don’t they recognise his
plain falsehoods? My answer was, “They
think he cares for what they care for.”

They love the flag, they love the White
America that is sailing away, they love
America’sdominance in the world, they love
their traditional jobs. They love it when
Trumpimplies that the flag, the gun,and the
cross are three different words for the same
thing. They love it when Trump signals that
masks are for sissies. Forgetting that they
themselves had once gained from a chang-
ing America, they resent fresh changes. And
when Trump said, “No more endless wars in
distant places!” he touched an old isolation-
ist strainin the American psyche, a sentiment
strengthened by continuing PTSD in soldiers
who had served in Afghanistan and Iraq. And
when Trump claimed that he was for stim-
ulus money reaching unemployed
Americans and those on the verge of evic-
tion, he showed a populism whichis the very
opposite of the fiscal conservatism that
Republicans used to stand for.

At the local level, as the election process
proved, America possesses a remarkable
sense of independence and also of commu-
nity, even when the USis deeply and sharply
divided at the national level.

The writer teaches at University of lllinois at
Urbana-Champaign

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

DIEGO’S PARADOX

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Ball
loses foot’ (IE, November 27). Diego
Maradona, the legendary Argentine
footballer, was a strange blend of the
divine and the profane — his skills
with a football were magical, but his
indifference to his own wellbeing, his
abuse of his squat, strong body, was
baffling. Going purely by his football
skills, world football is the poorer in
his passing.

S S Paul, Nadia

POLARISED POLL

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, 'Battle
fora City' (IE, November 27). The high-
voltage campaign being undertaken
by the BJP in Hyderabad has definitely
put high stakes on a municipal poll.
But that is nothing new for the BJP.
Similarly, it had used heavy weights
in Delhi, Mumbai and Bangalore, with
even the PM Modi holding rallies in
these cities. But the GHMC polls are
different — a win for the BJP, or even a
runners-up position will upstage the
Congress, and give the party a launch-
ing pad in Telangana, where it has
been a low key player. The polarising
of voters, and voicing the communal
agenda of Bangladeshis and Rohingya,
will be counter-productive. BJP needs
to show restraint.

Rajiv Boolchand Jain, Zirakpur

BEYOND TECH
THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘Tech re-
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liance during Covid has led to new in-
equality, says CJI’ (IE, November 27).
The statement, in the nature of verdict,
coming from Chief Justice of India on
any issue is expected to be based on
substantive evidence. Technology is a
mere tool, much depends on for who's
benefit it is made to use. For instance,
despite the law against manual scav-
enging, sanitation workers’ deaths
during sewage work even after 70
years of Independence is a blot for
largest democracy of the world. Just
now the government is talking about
mechanising the work. Therefore, pro-
nouncing inequality being “de-novo”,
and blaming the COVID-19 and the
technology for it's genesis, obfuscate
the intractable problems plaguing the
entire justice system for decades.

LR Murmu, Delhi

New Delhi
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I Strength INTERVIEW: UNION HEALTH MINISTER

[ assure people that in a few months, we will have

a vaccine, developed and researched in India

In conversation with superstar Amitabh Bachchan and The Indian Express Executive Director Anant Goenka, ata 26/11 special event showcasing
corona warriors who epitomise the stories of strength that mark Mumbai — which was telecast on Star Plus on Sunday night — Guest of Honour
Dr Harsh Vardhan talks about Prime Minister Modi’s efforts and the role of India’s immunisation programme in fighting Covid. Excerpts:

AMITABH BACHCHAN: There is perhaps
no better person to talk about our fight
against Covid thanyou, as both the
Health Minister and a senior doctor.
What amazes me is that in the midst of
this massive crisis, desh ke kone-kone
meinsewa bhaav kikaimashaalen
prajwalit dikheen (we saw this sense of
service across the country). Do you
want to tell us something about this?

You have asked a very good question. [
want to remind you that even 25-26 years
ago, when the campaign to rid India of po-
liowas started and I joined the programme
in Delhi, I can’t tell you the scale in which
ordinary people and NGOs participated.
That convinced me that Bharat ke DNAmein
ek paropkar ka aur sewa ka bhaav hai(there
is a sense of service and generosity in the
DNA of India), an inherent goodness, a ba-
sichumanity. When Covid struck, one could
have said that fighting it was the job of NGOs
orthe government...Iremember the video-
conference meeting NITI Aayog organised
for me with thousands of such organisa-
tions working on the ground... However, be-
yond them, who I consider heroes in this
Covid war are ordinary people.

Iwill share just afew examples, of peo-
ple wholeft food outside doors of their nei-
ghbours afflicted with Covid during the
lockdown; others
who turned up in
huge numbers to help
out stray dogs, cows,
birds, who could no
longer depend on left-
overs. [ heard about

When anyone needs help,
many more rise on their
own to help... We saw the

Union minister Harsh Vardhan, Amitabh Bachchan in the course of the virtual interaction during the show

health workers, in the government and pri-
vate sector, then frontline workers in the
field whether it is the police, paramilitary
or Army, corporation employees or sanita-
tion workers, followed by those above the
age of 65, then those between 50 and 65,
and then those younger who have comor-
bidities such as diabetes, heart conditions.

India has shown thatit can achieve such
a feat, having rid the country of polio in
2014. Atlakhs of centres in the country, the
polio vaccine is stored at minus 20 degrees
Centigrade and then two drops adminis-
tered to children... We have the world’s most
robust Universal Immunisation Program-
me, including 12 vaccinations. So, we have
the experience, and there are detailed pre-
parations onregarding how to cover the tar-
geted groups in 2021. The states are on
board, and we have converted our eVIN or
Electronic Vaccine Intelligence Network
into a COVIN platform. This platform will
have the list of all the potential beneficiar-
ies, the schedule of when they will get the
vaccine, and where they would have to go,
information regarding which would be sent
on SMS. The platform will also hold infor-
mation regarding who gave the vaccine,
where, and when. People who are vacci-
nated will get certificates on the same plat-
form,and will also be sent reminders for the
second dose.

We will track
where the vaccine is
stored, at what tem-
perature, and provide
training to our vacci-
nators, as well as or-

one Uber driver who . ganisations such as
refused to take a pas- same in the case of NGOs which would
sengef in Delh_i who migrant labourers. That be roped in. We have
wasn’t wearing a already started talks
mask, saying he coul- perjod of hardship too with NGOs... So I as-
dn’t put society at risk sure people that very
for the sake of his job Passed, and there was N0 soon, in the next few
or a few hundred ru- : . : months, we will have
pees... There are thou- setback in ﬁghtlllg Covid. a safe, effective vac-
sands of such examp- Hats off to the common cine, developed and
les... This shows that . researched in the
when anyone needs man of this countr Y hats country.

help, many more rise .

on their own to help... off to every Indian AMITABH

We saw the same in — BACHCHAN: Has
the case of migrant there been work on
labourers, jitni takleef suchascalebefore
meinye the, kitne saare log unkisahaayta ke in the country? And are there still

liye khade ho gaye (the hardships they faced, problems that you foresee in the
somany people stood with them). And that vaccination efforts?

period of hardship too passed, and there
was no setback in fighting Covid. I want to
say ‘Hats off to the common man...and hats
off to every Indian... I salute them’.

AMITABH BACHCHAN: The question
foremost in everyone’s minds is regar-
dingavaccine. When doyou thinka
vaccine would be available, including
for the general public?

The capacity and capability of India in
production of vaccines is well-known. We
provide 60 per cent of the vaccines needed
by developing countries, and about one-
fourth the world’s requirement. Roughly,
more than 100 candidates for Covid vaccine
are under various stages of development
round the world, and 30 of them in India.
Of these 30, five are in various stages of clin-
ical trial, two in an advanced stage, two in
the preclinical trial stage... As per the inter-
nal reports available with us, the talks that
are on, I am fully hopeful of a vaccine being
available in the beginning of 2021, a safe vac-
cine with good efficacy. Regarding its avail-
ability to the public, there is nodenying that
we can’t inoculate 135 crore people all at
once. However, as per our planning, by June-
July,almost 30 crore people will get the vac-
cine, among whom we will prioritise first,

Aslsaid earlier, itis not the first time that
Indiais working in the field of research and
developmentof avaccine. We have seen re-
search on rotavirus, typhoid, Japanese en-
cephalitis, malaria... Normally such research
takes years, however our scientists have
achieved a miracle given the Covid emer-
gency, notjustin India but across the world,
ensuring a vaccine within a year... We have
been working for the past three months
now on ensuring that the vaccine reaches
all the corners of our large country, the re-
mote villages, Adivasi areas, mountains, jun-
gles...figuring out how many more vaccine
carriersand health workers would we need,
the number of extra refrigerators and refi-
gerated vans required, the amount of sy-
ringes needed, the training that would have
to be organised... In fact, our COVIN plat-
form’s technology can help other countries
tooinworking out their logistics. It foresees
allsituations that might arise, even adverse
reactions. Our advisory group of experts has
secretaries of all departments, officers from
the Indian Academy of Paediatrics, AIIMS
doctors, state governments. The experience
we have due to our polio eradication and
Universal Immunisation Programme will
help us. We are lucky that the Prime Minis-
teris himself monitoring this, going into the

minutest details, holding two-three-hour-
long meetings... We should be grateful that
we have such a visionary leader inspiring
and guiding us.

ANANT GOENKA: Some doubts have
been raised about India’s low Covid
fatality rate. If the rate is correct, what
doyou think is the main reason?

We have been absolutely transparent
aboutour data... sharing it with the coun-
try, the world... hardly anyone else has
been as transparent. We have been 100
per cent honest and given evidence of our
numbers. The testing strategy that we put
in place from the start, the tracking, con-
tact tracing, early diagnosis, early treat-
ment, provision of facilities... the journey
that started with one laboratory has now
crossed the 2,100 mark. We are testing 10-
15lakh people, 97 per cent of the country
has a testing facility within 3 km. We or-
ganised dedicated Covid hospitals, health-
care facilities, care centres, to ensure 20
lakh beds across the country, with oxygen
support, or in ICUs. There are around
13,000 quarantine centres. Now the same
country where there was a shortage of
PPEs, daily news about N95 masks or ven-
tilators, which would import expensive
testing kits, is producing all these in large
quantities. Today we produce more than
10 lakh testing kits daily... We are now in
a position to offer these to other coun-
tries... Bharat has achieved this due to its
ability, its capacity... It's our DNA, our con-
fidence, the Prime Minister also talks of
Aatmanirbhar Bharat.

The strategy we followed from the start
is the reason we have this low fatality rate.
Even the recovery rate, if|am not mistaken,
is 94 per cent. Of 90 lakh people infected,
85-86 lakh have been treated, around four
lakh are active cases, many also on the road
to recovery. I believe this has brought us to
a situation where people are taking Covid
lightly, saying what's the big deal, we will
get better... especially in Delhi. So, while
most of the country is seeing a decline in
cases, at some places cases shoot up at
times. Still, India has performed exception-
ally against Covid, leaving some of the most
developed countries in the world behind.

ANANT GOENKA: The second wave of
the Spanish Flu (1918-19) had proved
more fatal? Is that a cause for worry?

I have read about the Spanish Flu, but
the fact is our actions from the start have
been keeping the worst in mind. We saw
our first Covid case on January 30; it wasin
January (first week) that China had in-
formed the WHO about this new virus
causing pneumonia-like symptoms.
Within 24-48 hours, we had our first
meetings on Covid in the Health Ministry,
by 17th, detailed advisories had gone out
across the country, surveillance had
started at all entry points, airports, ports,
borders. We also started community sur-
veillance. The point I am trying to make is

that we were pro-active, preemptive and
graded in our response even before the
WHO had declared the coronavirus an
emergency of international concern.

As for whether this is the first wave or
the second wave, we are studying research
across the world, our Science Ministry, my
Health Ministry, all our scientists are work-
ingon this.

AMITABH BACHCHAN: What would be
your advice for the country tilla
vaccine is available?

[said this right at the beginning, perhaps
during the lockdown, when there was no
inkling of a vaccine in the near future, that
the bestvaccine, the most powerful and po-
tent vaccine, available to us is ‘social vac-
cine’.  described ‘social vaccine’ as using a
mask fully covering the nose and mouth,
notremoving it while talking, eating in pri-
vate so as to not remove it in front of other
people, maintaining a distance of two yards,
washing hands with soap, and coughing,
sneezing into our elbows. We told every-
one not to wait for the actual vaccine but
have faith in this ‘social vaccine’.

I held the first meeting on Covid in
January. Eleven months later, [ can say
with confidence, after having made a
round of all the hospitals, Covid wards in
Delhi, met so many
people, maybe some-
times without ade-
quate distancing, that
‘social vaccine’ has
protected me, it has
protected countless
people... I want to

‘We have been working 3
months to ensure that the
vaccine reaches all the

testing... the Prime Minister not just raised
their morale but also had the foresight of
making the 1899 Indian Epidemics Act so
stringent that anyone misbehaving with a
corona warrior knew they would have to
face strict punishment. I believe that this
commitment shown by our Covid warriors,
their dedication about helping others, the
satisfaction they feel when a patient gets
better and goes home... it is due to them
that India’s fatality rate, at 1.46, is among
the lowest in the world. The doctors have
played a big role in this, and the constant
inspiration provided by Pradhan Mantrijiis
our real taakat (strength)... As for us doc-
tors, the satisfaction we derive from how
countrymen have respected us, I can’t de-
scribe it in words.

AMITABH BACHCHAN: The whole
country is grateful to its doctors and
health workers, the Covid warriors. Is
the government planning to do
something for them? And how can we
as the public contribute?

The governmentis doingall it can,and
will continue to do so. I think even people
have contributed to the best of their abil-
ity. [ am constantly reminded of Modiji’s
innovative call of Janata Curfew on March
22, how people observed it voluntarily and
then,at5 pm, turned
out to honour the co-
rona warriors, the
doctors, nurses, para-
medics, in their own
way...Iremember the
video of a very old
woman, a labourer,

urge people that the ~ COITICIS... ﬁgul‘lng out how beating bricks witha
message that we are many more vaccine carriers thin st1gk as her way
giving, please follow of saluting them. The
itclosely and truth-  and health workers would  Prime Minister has
fully. Avoid crowded led from the front in

places, or going un-
necessarily to mar-

we need, refrigerated vans,

encouraging Covid
warriors, honouring

kets and social gath-
erings. It is perhaps
the most important
thing one can do in
the fight against
Covid... | request you
too, to spread the

syringes, training... We have

foreseen all situations, even
adverse reaction... PM is
himself monitoring this

them, telling people
todo the same..Asa
government, we
have launched so
many schemes for
Covid warriors. They
have been provided

message via your
Kaun Banega Crore-
pati programme.

ANANT GOENKA: At a time such as this,
when doctors such as yourself are
putting your lives atrisk, how does one
keep one’s morale up?

We are very lucky that to keep our
morale up, inspire us consistently, we have
such a big and ideal leader as Prime
Minister Narendra Modi. Since the first day,
he has been there for us, not just for us but
for the entire country, with his various mes-
sages, meetings at several levels, the plan-
ning... Initially doctors had to face such
stigma, insults when they went home, doc-
tors were attacked when they went for
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insurance of Rs 50

lakhin case of an un-
fortunate death... There have been at least
400-500 such martyrs whose deaths will
always pain us, and the insurance claims of
many have been settled. Recently we
started a scheme to set aside five MBBS
seats for wards of Covid warriors in med-
ical colleges.

What can people do....? I think what
they can do best is give Covid warriors the
respect they deserve, to the best of their
ability in their own spheres, whether it is
government or non-government.
Schemes can be started for Covid warriors,
for their wards, particularly their moth-
ers and families. So many mothers have
lost their children in these 10 months to
the Covid fight. The Covid warriors are
tired, but they never say it. And in this
country of 135 crore, I don’t know a sin-
gle case of a mother, a brother, a sister
telling a Covid warrior that it’s enough,
don’t report at a Covid ward any more...
And when talk of Covid warriors, it is not
just health workers, it is all frontline work-
ers, including journalists, who are on the
ground, creating awareness... some of
them have died. Throughout history, the
contribution of these Covid warriors will
continue to inspire. The whole country is
aware of their contribution.

( TV news partner ABP News will
telecast the special show today at 10.30 pm)
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Hong Kong Chief
Executive Carrie Lam

HONG KONG

Carrie Lam says
can’t openbank
account after

US sanctions

HONGKONG leader Carrie
Lam says she has to pile up
cash at home as she has
been unable to open a
bankaccountin the global
financial centre since the
US sanctioned her shortly
after Bejjingimposed ana-
tional security law on the
city. “Sitting in front of you
is a chief executive of the
Hong Kong SAR (Special
Administrative Region)
who has no banking serv-
icesmadeavailabletoher,”
Lam told anews channelin
thecity. “I'musing cash for
all the things,” she said. “I
have piles of cash at home,
the government is paying
me cash for my salary be-
cause [ don’t have a bank
account.” REUTERS

BRITAIN

Brexit talksin
‘reasonable
position”: Raab
BREXIT TRADE negotia-
tions with the European
Union are in a reasonable
position, with some
progress on competition
issues but significant dif-
ferences outstanding on
fishing, British foreign
minister Dominic Raab
said on Sunday. “Ido think
we're in a reasonable po-
sition, there’s a deal to be
done,” Raab told Sky
News. Asked about a final
deadline for talks, he said
negotiations were into the
“last week or so” but said
the EU had previously
moved the goalposts on a
final deadline. REUTERS

AUSTRALIA
Severefiredanger
astemperatures

smashrecords

PARTS OF Australia, includ-
ing Sydney, sweltered
through the hottest
November night onrecord
with temperatures likely
to stay high on Sunday,
prompting authorities to
issue a total fire ban.
Sydney surpassed 40 de-
grees Celsius on Saturday
while swathes of western
New South Wales, South
Australia and northern
Victoria baked through
even higher temperatures
nearing 45 degrees. The
country has seen unusu-
ally prolonged and intense
bushfires that last season
burned nearly 12 million
hectares, killed 33 people
and an estimated 1 billion
animals. REUTERS

General Wei Fenghe

China’s defence
minister visits
Nepal, seeks to
resume military
cooperation

SHIRISH B PRADHAN
KATHMANDU, NOVEMBER 29

CHINA'S DEFENCE Minister
General Wei Fenghe on Sunday
met Nepal Prime Minister
K P Sharma Oli and exchanged
views on matters of mutual in-
terest and held talks with Nepal
Army chief General Purna
Chandra Thapa on ways to re-
sume military cooperation and
training, which has been affected
by the Covid-19 pandemic.

Gen Wei held bilateral talks
with the Nepal Army chief at the
Army headquartersinKathmandu
during his day-long “working visit”
to Nepal, said a statement issued
by the Nepal Army. “The two held
a cordial discussion on various is-
sues of bilateral interest,” it said.

“Bilateral discussions were
then held at the delegation-level
mainly onissues pertaining tore-
sumption of training and student
exchange programme and follow
upondefence assistance that have
been impacted due to the Covid-
19 pandemic,” the statement said.

The Chinese defence minis-
ter, whowasleading a21-mem-
ber delegation, viewed both the
proposals “positively and af-
firmed that the bilateral cooper-
ation should resume as soon as
possible, including exchange of
high level visits,” it said.

He also pledged to provide ad-
ditional assistance to the Nepal
Army in fighting the Covid-19
pandemic, the statement said.

The statement expressed
confidence “the visit will helpin
further strengthening and ex-
panding the cordial military-to-
military relations between the
two countries”. PTI

US ScHooLs FACE MANY CHALLENGES AS THEY REOPEN

Students wearing masks and face shields take their seats at classrooms remodelled to adhere to social distancing on the first
day of in-person kindergarten in Baltimore. Like other school districts across the country, Baltimore City Public Schools are
slowly trying to get students back in the classroom. It has not been easy, but neither has remote learning. Educators looking
to get back in front of students have had to navigate conflicting guidance from politicians and public health officials. Some
teachers’ unions have refused to return to buildings until the virus abates, ostracizing colleagues who dare break with them.
On the other hand, the country’s most vulnerable children have sustained severe academic and social harm from the
remote-learning experiment. Parents, navigating their own economic and work struggles, are increasingly desperate. NYT

Daily coronavirus deaths keep
rising amid changing US crisis

A far smaller percentage of people who catch Covid are
dying, but record rise in cases keeps daily death toll high

CAMPBELLROBERTSON,
GIULIAMCDONNELL
NIETODELRIO, JOSEPH
GOLDSTEIN&MITCHSMITH
NOVEMBER 29

AFAR smaller proportion of peo-
ple who catch the coronavirus
are dying from it than were in
the spring, experts say. Yet the
sheer breadth of the current out-
break means that the costin lives
lost every day is still climbing.
More than 170,000
Americans are now testing pos-
itive for the virus on an average
day, straining hospitals across
much of the country, including
inmany states that had seemed
to avoid the worst of the pan-
demic. More than 1.1 million
people tested positive in the

past week alone.

At the peak of the spring
wave, about 31,000 new cases
were announced each day,
though that was a vast under-
count because testing capacity
was extremely limited. On April
15, the United States reached a
grim nadir: 2,752 people were
reported to have died from
Covid-19, more than on any day
before or since.

Still, the toll of the virus was
an abstraction for many
Americans because deaths were
concentrated in a handful of
states like New York, New Jersey
and Louisiana.

Now the deaths are scattered
widely across the entire nation,
and there is hardly a community
that has not been affected. On
Wednesday, when 2,300 deaths

Ethiopia claims victory in
Tigray conflict after assault

SIMON MARKS
ADDIS ABABA, NOVEMBER 29

ETHIOPIA CLAIMED victory inits
conflict with the restive region
of Tigray on Saturday, after aday-
long series of artillery strikes
against the regional capital, a city
of half a million people.

With communications shut
off, there was no way to confirm
the government’s claim.

The shelling of the city,
Mekelle, came two days after
Ethiopia’s prime minister, Abiy
Ahmed, had ordered the start of
what he called the third and final
phase of anoperationaimed atre-
movingthe northern state’s ruling
Tigray People’s Liberation Front,
until recently the dominant power
in the national government.

On Saturday evening,
Ethiopia’s state broadcaster re-
ported Mekelle was now “under

Fighting likely to continue

EVEN IF the Ethiopian
government’s forces

have taken control of

the Tigrayan regional
capital, fighting in this

war is likely to continue for a
lot longer, experts have
warned. The Tigray People’s

EXPLAINED

Liberation Front has
said the group has no
intention of surrender-
@ ing.Theyhavealarge
armed militia, whichis
likely to engage the Ethiopian
military in guerrilla warfare
that could go on for a long time.

control” of the central govern-
ment and that federal forces in
the city are “searching all sus-
pected areas the junta might be
hiding”, referring to the TPLF.
“lam pleased to share that we
have completed and ceased the
military operations in the Tigray
region,” Abiy posted to Twitter
Saturday night. “Our focus now
will be on rebuilding the region
and providing humanitarian as-

sistance while federal police ap-
prehend the TPLF clique.”
Earlier on Saturday, the lead-
ership of the TPLF, whose
decadeslong political and eco-
nomicclout has waned consider-
ably since Abiy took office in 2018,
vowed not tosurrender and called
onlocal citizens toresist the army.
Many Mekelle residents fled
torural areas, fearing they could
be caught in the crossfire. NYT

THE ELEPHANT HAD LANGUISHED ALONE FOR YEARS IN A PAKISTANI Z0OO

‘World’s loneliest elephant’ Kaavan starts trip to Cambodia

KATHY GANNON
ISLAMABAD, NOVEMBER 29

KAAVAN, DUBBED the “world’s
loneliest elephant” after languish-
ing alone for years in a Pakistani
zoo, was readied Sunday for his
flight toasanctuary in Cambodia
and the much-needed company
of other elephants.

The mammoth task of get-
ting him into an elephant-sized
metal box for transport took sev-
eral hours, and was perhaps the
most crucial step in rescuing him
from the dire conditions he’s
lived in for 35 years.

Had Kaavan been spooked
and refused to enter the cage or

bolted, his departure could have
been delayed for months while
the rescue team sought to restore
calm and trust before trying
again, explained Martin Bauer, a
spokesman for Four Paws
International. The global animal
welfare group hasled the charge
to save Kaavan since 2016.
Iconic American singer and
actress Cher also arrived in
Islamabad last week, the culmi-
nation of her longstanding efforts
to raise awareness about rescu-
ing Kaavan from the zoo.
Conditions there were so bad that
acourtin the Pakistani capital or-
dered the zoo closed in August.
Dr Amir Khalil, a veterinarian
with Four Paws who’s been

Dr Amir Khalil, a veterinarian who has been treating
Kaavan’s many wounds and ailments over the past three
months, feeds the elephant after he was loaded into a crate
to transport him to a sanctuary in Cambodia. Reuters

treating Kaavan’s many wounds
and ailments over the past three

months, said he was hopeful
about the next chapter of the ele-

were reported nationwide — the
highest toll since May — only
three counties reported a toll of
more than 20.

Forty-four states have set
weekly case records, and 25
states have set weekly death
records in November, as the na-
tion’s death toll has surpassed
264,000 and officials worry that
Thanksgiving gatherings may
cause infections to spread still
more widely in the coming days.

The country reached a peak
seven-day average of 176,000 re-
ported cases on Wednesday, and
there is reason to fear the worst
is still coming. Daily case counts
around New York City have be-
gun ticking up again, withan av-
erage of 6,600 each day in the
metro area, a fivefold increase
from the start of October. NYT

Singaporean
gives birth to
baby with Covid
antibodies: report

REUTERS
SINGAPORE, NOVEMBER 29

A SINGAPOREAN woman, who
was infected with the novel
coronavirus in March when she
was pregnant, has given birth to
a baby with antibodies against
the virus, offering a new clue as
to whether the infection can be
transferred from mother to child.

The baby was born this
month without Covid-19 but
with the virus antibodies, the
Straits Times newspaper reported
on Sunday, citing the mother.

TheWorld Health Organisation
says it is not yet known whether a
pregnant woman with Covid-19
can pass the virus to her foetus or
baby during pregnancy or delivery.

Todate, the active virus has not
been found in samples of fluid
around the baby in the womb or
in breast milk.

| 2bombblasts
| inAfghanistan

kill 34 officials

Car bombs hit Ghazni, Zabul provinces

RAHMATULLAHNEKZAD
& TAMEEM AKHGAR
GHAZNI,NOVEMBER 29

AT LEAST 34 people were killed
on Sunday in two separate sui-
cide bombings in Afghanistan
that targeted a military base and
a provincial chief; officials said.

There were no immediate
claims of responsibility for the
attacks, which took place as
Afghan government representa-
tives and the Taliban hold face-
to-face talks in Qatar for the first
time to end the country’s
decades-long war.

In eastern Ghazni province, 31
soldiers were killed and 24 others
wounded when the attacker
drove amilitary humvee full of ex-
plosives onto anarmy commando
base before detonating the car
bomb, according to an official in
Afghanistan’s National Security
Council, who spoke anonymously
because he was not permitted to
speak directly to the media.

Ghazni’s provincial health
department chief, Zahir Shah
Nikmal, also confirmed the
death toll from the attack.

Afghanistan’s Defence
Ministry released a statement
claiming 10 soldiers were killed
and nine wounded. The ministry
alsooffered a differentaccount of
what happened than the official
at the National Security Council,
saying the vehicle exploded near

There were no
immediate claims of
responsibility for the
attacks, which took
place as the Afghan govt
and the Taliban hold
peace talks in Qatar

the army base after security
forces opened fire on the car. It
was not immediately clear why
there was a discrepancy.

Interior Ministry spokesman
Tariq Arian said a suicide bomb-
ing took place, though he did not
provide further details.

Insouthern Afghanistan, an-
other suicide car bomber tar-
geted the convoy of a provincial
council chief in Zabul province,
killing at least three people and
wounding 21 others, including
children, according to provincial
spokesman Gul Islam Sial.

The council chief, Attajan
Hagbayat, survived Sunday’s at-
tack with minor injuries, al-
though one of his bodyguards
was among those killed, said
provincial police spokesman
Hikmatullah Kochai.

There has beenasharprisein
violence this year and a surge of
attacks by the Taliban against
Afghanistan’s beleaguered secu-
rity forces since the start of peace
talks in September. AP

Afghan soldiers arrive at the site of the suicide bombing in

Ghazni province on Sunday. AP

Dave Prowse, the actor who
played Darth Vader, dies at 85

JILLLAWLESS
LONDON, NOVEMBER 29

DAVE PROWSE, the British
weightlifter-turned-actor who
was the body, though not the
voice, of arch-villain Darth Vader
in the original Star Wars trilogy,
has died. He was 85.

Prowse died Saturday after a
short illness, his agent Thomas
Bowington said Sunday.

Born in Bristol, southwest
England, in 1935, Prowse was a
three-time British weightlifting
champion and represented
England in weightlifting at the
1962 Commonwealth Games
before breaking into movies
with roles that emphasised his
commanding size, including
Frankenstein’s monster in a pair
of Hammer Studios horror films.

Director George Lucas saw
Prowse in a small part in A

phant’s life. “In the sanctuary in
Cambodia... waiting for him is
three ladies, three Asian female
elephants,” he said. “Now Kaavan
might have a new partner, and
share a new life with a partner.”

Khalil described how on
Sunday he slowly and gently ca-
joled Kaavan to walk backwards
into a steel crate, as nearly a
dozen men carefully guided him
inside using chains around his
tree-trunk sized legs.

Kaavan is set to leave aboard
a Russian cargo plane for the
25,000-acre sanctuary early
Monday morning.

The plight of the male Asian
elephant, who's been alone
since the death of his partner

Prowse signs autographsin
Los Angeles in 2007. Reuters

Clockwork Orange and asked the
6-foot-6-inch actor to audition
for the villainous Vader or the
Wookie Chewbacca in Star Wars.

Prowse later told the BBC he
chose Darth Vader because “you
always remember the bad guys.”

Physically, Prowse was per-
fect for the part. His lilting English
West Country accent was consid-
ered lessideal,and his lines were

Saheli in 2012, has captured
worldwide attention.

Cher’s animal welfare group
Free the Wild has worked with
Four Paws and the American
syndicated columnist and phil-
anthropist, Eric Margolis, to re-
locate Kaavan —a mission that’s
cost about $400,000. She’s also
making a documentary film
about the process.

Kaavanwas diagnosed earlier
this year as being dangerously
overweight, owing to his unsuit-
able diet of around 250 kilo-
grammes of sugar cane each day.

With Khalil’s help, Kaavan
lost 450 kg over the past three
months,and was down toa slim-
mer, more agile over 4,000 kg

New Delhi

dubbed by James Earl Jones.

Prowse donned Darth
Vader's black armour and hel-
met for Star Wars (1977), The
Empire Strikes Back (1980) and
Return of the Jedi (1983).

He expressed some regret
that, thanks to Vader’s mask, “I
can walk around with complete
anonymity.”

“All actors crave recognition
andI'd like to have some like Luke
Skywalker and Han Solo,” he told
The Associated Press in 1980.
“Fortune tends to follow fame.”

Prowse also worked as a
trainer for other actors, helping
Christopher Reeve prepare to
be the Man of Steel in hit 1978
film Superman.

Prowse was also known to a
generation of British children as
the Green Cross Code Man, a su-
perheroina series of road safety
advertisements during the 1970s
and 1980s. AP

when he left the zoo Sunday.

Kaavan'’s wounds are emo-
tional as well as physical. He
would spend his days throwing
his head fromside toside, a stereo-
typical sign of boredom and mis-
eryinanelephant, Bauer said,and
something the Four Paws team
has been working to treat.

The loss of his mate Saheli in
2012 tooka toll on Kaavan’smen-
tal health. Elephants are social an-
imals that thrive on the company
of other elephants, Bauer ex-
plained. For Kaavan, thelast eight
years have been akin to living in
quarantine — something the
world has come tounderstand all
too well amid the coronavirus
pandemic, he said. AP

A metal object was found in
the remote Utah desert last
week by state workers

That mysterious
monolith in the
Utah desert? It’s

gone, officials say

BRYANPIETSCH
NOVEMBER 29

AS MYSTERIOUSLY as it arrived,
a metal monolith that was dis-
covered this month by Utah
public safety workers is now
gone, officials said Saturday.

The three-sided metal struc-
ture was removed Friday
evening “by an unknown party”
from the publicland it was found
on, the federal Bureau of Land
Management's Utah office said
inastatement.

The bureau said it had not re-
moved the monolith, which it
considers private property.

The Utah Department of
Public Safety said Monday that
it had found the object while sur-
veying for bighorn sheep.

“IT'S GONE!” the Department
of Public Safety said, reacting tothe
news in an Instagram post.
“Almostas quickly asitappearedit
hasnowdisappeared,” the depart-
mentsaid,adding, “Icanonly spec-
ulate” thataliens took it back, using
the emoyji for extraterrestrials.

It was a mystery how the
monolith had beeninstalled in the
first place. Officials said that the
structure was most likely a work
of art and that its installation on
publicland wasillegal. It was un-
clear who had put it there — and
when — but the art world quickly
speculated it was the work of John
McCracken,a sculptor fond of sci-
ence fiction. He died in 2011. NYT
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MARKET WATCH
FPIS REMAIN NET BUYERS IN NOV

New Delhi: Foreign portfolio investors (FPI) remained net buyers
for the second straight month in November by pumping in a
whopping Rs 62,951 crore in domestic markets. As per depositories
data, FPIs invested a net Rs 60,358 crore into equities. PTI

INDUSTRY WARY OF EMPOWERING WATCHDOG TO APPOINT DIRECTOR GENERAL

Competition Bill: Options for faster case
disposal, CCl to name probe arm chief

KARUNJIT SINGH
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 29

THE CENTRAL government is set
to introduce the Competition
Amendment  Bill  before
Parliament during the Winter ses-
sion,according to government of-
ficials. Key changes in the Bill in-
clude vesting the power of the
appointment of the head of thein-
vestigative arm of the Competit-
ion Commission of India (CCI)
with the regulatoritself, as well as
anew “settlement” and “commit-
ment” mechanisms to allow for
quicker disposal of cases.

The head of the investigative
armof the CCI, the Director-Gene-
ral(DG),is currently appointed by
the Centre. Industry bodies and
experts had opposed the proposal
to give this authority to the com-
petition watchdog, noting that
such a move may compromise
the independence of the DG.

Govt invites
proposals for
designing,
manufacturing
of GPS chips

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 29

THE GOVERNMENT has invited
proposals for design, manufactur-
ing, supply and maintenance of 10
lakh integrated NavIC (Indian
Regional Navigation Satellite
System) and GPS receivers.

“MeitY  (Ministry  of
Electronics and IT) seeks propos-
als from bidder to design, manu-
facture, supply and maintain
Integrated NavIC and GPS chips
and ensure deployment of
Integrated NavIC and GPS re-
ceivers,” the request for proposal
document said.

—— BRIEFLY —

Cllurges
industry notto

lowerguard

New Delhi: Industry body CII
has urged its member com-
panies in north India to not
lower guard against Covid-
19 and ensure that the pre-
scribed norms of wearing
masks, maintaining physical
distance of atleast 6 feetand
avoiding large gatherings are
followed. The pandemic
continues to pose hardship
for the entire country, the
chamber said on Sunday.

Canimprove
DHFL offer:
Adanigroup

New Delhi: Gautam Adani’s
roads-to-mining group, in
an email written to the ad-
ministrator of DHFL, has in-
dicated that it can improve
on its Rs 33,000 crore
takeover offer for the col-
lapsed housing lender and
has sought forfeiture of de-
posits of bidders seeking to
vitiate auction by question-
ing maximum recovery of
public money.

Violationof FDI
norms: CAIT
writes to PM

New Delhi: Traders’ body
CAIT on Sunday wrote to
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi seeking “strong ac-
tion” against e-commerce
firms for alleged violation
of FDI policy by them. It
also sought setting up of an
empowered regulatory au-
thority to regulate and
monitor the e-commerce
business in India. The
Confederation of All India
Traders (CAIT)also claimed
that various government
authorities have failed to
protect “the sanctity of the
policy and law of the gov-
ernment.” PTI

“We are hopeful that we will
be able to place the Bill before
Parliament in the winter session,”
said agovernment official. The of-
ficial added that the amendment
to transfer the power to appoint
the DG would be retained in the
final Bill, noting that the investiga-
tive arm of competition regulators
in other jurisdictions was also
overseen by the regulator.

Experts noted that their pri-
mary concern was the mainte-
nance of the functional autonomy
of the DG. “As the power of ap-
pointment is currently with the
central government, this gives the
DG functional autonomy. I hope
that by giving the power of ap-
pointment to the CCI the func-
tional autonomy presently en-
joyed by the DG office is not
diluted, “ said MM Sharma, head
of competition law practice at
Vaish Associates.

An expert, who requested to
remain anonymous, said that the

CONCERNS ON
‘AUTONOMY’

M Industry bodies and
experts had opposed
the proposal to give the
authority to appoint
the Director General of
the investigative arm of
the Competition
Commission of India to
the watchdogiitself,
noting that such a
move may compromise
the autonomy of the
Director General

comparison of the CCl with other
jurisdictions was not appropriate
as while the investigative arms of
jurisdictions such as the European
Union do operate under the reg-
ulator, they have been seen to be
“fiercely independent” which is

not the case with the DG of CCL.
“It seems that even now the
investigations by the DG are influ-
enced by the prima facie view
taken by the CCI” said the expert,
adding that an investigative arm
like the DG should be separate
from an adjudicatory arm suchas
the Competition Commission.
The Internet and Mobile
Association of India (IAMAI) had
alsosaid incomments on the draft
Bill that “the suggested power for
the Competition Commission of
India to appoint the Director
General under the proposed Bill
risks undermining the set rules
ensuring fairand independentin-
vestigation under the
Competition Act, 2002".
Another key amendment in
the proposed Bill is the inclusion
of the settlement and commit-
ment mechanism for quicker dis-
posal of cases. The settlement
mechanism would allow a firm
which may have engaged in anti-

competitive conduct to reach an
agreement with the CCl todispose
ofacase after the DG submits are-
port indicating competition law
violations. The company would be
required to cease anti-competi-
tive conduct and may be required
to pay a fine decided by the CCL.

Under the commitment
mechanism, parties accused of
anti-competitive conduct may
seekto settle a case before the DG
of the CCI begins investigation by
committing to cease anti-compet-
itive conduct and paying afine de-
cided by the CCL.

The moveis expected to speed
up the disposal of cases. Notably,
casesresolved under these mech-
anisms will not be open to ap-
peals. The CCI may, however, re-
voke orders of settlement or
commitment if it concludes that
parties have not made adequate
disclosures at the time of the
agreement or if there are material
changes to the facts of the case.

Higher inflows by tech cos make
US biggest FDI source in H1FY21

The US has replaced Mauritius as the second biggest source of
foreign direct investment (FDI) during the first half of FY21,
data from the Commerce and Industry Ministry showed

$8.30BILLION:
FOREIGN INFLOWS RECEIVED
FROM SINGAPORE IN THE
FIRST HALF OF 2020-21

$7.12BILLION:
FDIATTRACTED FROM THE
UNITED STATES DURING
APRIL-SEPTEMBER 2020

Rise in foreign
]50/0 inflowsinto India
during the first half of current
fiscal, reaching $30 billion; in
August, the country had
attracted $17.5 billion worth of
foreigninvestments

$2 billion: FDI from Mauritius,
which slipped to fourth position,
in first half of this financial year

US, Mauritius trade positions:
As per data from the DPIIT
(Department for Promotion of
Industry and Internal Trade),
Mauritius was the second
biggest FDI source during April-
September 2019, while the US
was the fourth biggest investor
during that period

FDI received from the
remaining seven nationsin the
top10:

M $2.1 billion: Cayman Islands
M $1.5 billion: The Netherlands
M $1.35 billion: United
Kingdom

B $1.13 billion: France

B $653 billion: Japan

W $2020 million: Germany

B $48 million: Cyprus

Why s itimportant: According
to experts, increasing FDI from
the United Statesreflects the
further strengthening of
economic ties between the two
countries. The US was also
India’s top trading partnerin
2019-20

Source: DPIIT/PTI

Six shut schemes get 11,576 cr
so far: Franklin Templeton

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
MUMBAI,NOVEMBER 29

THE SIX schemes that Franklin
Templeton had shut since April
this year have received total cash
flows of Rs 11,576 crore till
November 27 from maturities,
pre-payments and coupon pay-
ments, out of which Rs 2,836
crore was received in November.

According to Franklin
Templeton, over the latest fort-
night (November 14-27), these
schemesreceived Rs 1,895 crore,
most of which (Rs 1,664 crore)
was as pre-payments. The cash
available as of November 27,

2020 stands at Rs 7,226 crore for
the four cash positive schemes,
subject to fund running ex-
penses.

Individually, Franklin India
Low Duration Fund, Franklin
India Ultra Short Bond Fund,
Franklin India Dynamic Accrual
Fund and Franklin India Credit
Risk Fund have 48 per cent, 46
per cent, 33 per cent and 14 per
cent of their respective AUM in
cash, respectively.

“Post the judgement of the
High Court of Karnataka, we con-
sidered all possible options over
the last few weeks to start return-
ing money to unitholders in the
shortest possible time in an or-

Verification of
certain deemed GST
registrations sought

PRESS TRUSTOFINDIA
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 29

THE CBIC has asked field offices to
carry out physical verification of
premises of businesses which
have been granted deemed GST
registration between August 21
and November 16 toascertain that
they have genuine business orin-
tend to carry out so.

The Central Board of Indirect
Taxes and Customs (CBIC) hasalso
asked taxmen not to grant GST
registration on deemed basis in
cases where the applicant has not
opted for Aadhaar authentication
or the authentication has failed.
Current provision under Goods
and Services Tax law allows for
deemed registration upon com-
pletion of 21 days of applicationif
the proper officer has not issued
any notice within the said 21 days.

The CBIC, in its instruction to
field offices, said that data suggests
that during the period from
August 21,2020 to November 16,
2020 deemed registrations have
been granted in many cases
where Aadhaar authentication

The CBIC said data
suggests that from
August 21 to November
16, deemed registrations
were granted in many
cases where

Aadhaar authentication
has notbeen opted for
or has failed

has not been opted for or has
failed. “These registrations
granted on deemed basis require
verifications to ascertain that they
have genuine business or intends
to carry out so,” the CBIC said
while issuing standard operating
procedure to carry out physical
verification of persons granted
deemed registration.

During physical verification,
the officer, among other things,
would verify that if the applicant
intends to carry out manufactur-
ingactivity, the capital goods, if re-
quired for the said manufacturing
activity, have been installed.

derly manner,” the fundhouse
said in a letter to unitholders.

This included the option of
seeking unitholder consent ac-
cording to the judgment of the
High Court, itadded.

“However, after detailed de-
liberations, we determined that
it will be necessary to seek judi-
cial intervention from the
Supreme Court to ensure an ap-
propriate implementation of the
law in the best interest of
unitholders,” it said. It remains
the earnest desire and endeavour
of the Trustee to ensure equitable
distribution of scheme assets to
unitholders at the earliest possi-
ble time, Templeton said.

INTERVIEW: CHAIRMAN, NATIONAL HIGHWAYS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

‘Will award projects worth
{2 lakh crore by FY2I, Covid
has made us more aggressive’

HIT HARD by the pandemic and
thelockdown, the highways con-
struction sector is back in busi-
ness, racing to achieve its targets
as the government identifies in-
frastructure works like building
roads, as one of the areas for post-
Covid recovery of the economy.
The National Highways Authority
of India (NHAI), at the forefront of
thatexercise, courted controversy
recently when Road Transport
and Highways Minister Nitin
Gadkari took adigat it publicly for
taking 12 years to construct its
own office building. NHAI
Chairman SUKHBIR SINGH
SANDHU tells AVISHEK G
DASTIDAR that Covid has made
the organisation more aggressive
in pushing targets and that NHAI
isinthe process of identifyingand
weeding out non-performers
whodelay works. Edited excerpts:

Where do you find yourselfin
the post-Covid world
considering the government
has emphasised highway
construction as one of the
means to economicrecovery?
Our award of contracts is al-
most 60 per cent higher com-
pared to last year in the same pe-
riod. It is the highest ever. When
these works start on the ground
there will be a lot of employment
generation, economic activity. It
will help the economy to come
outof thebad patch. By this finan-
cial year we will award worth Rs 2
lakh crore, which is the highest
ever. Partly it was our target but
because of Covid, | would say, we
had to become more aggressive.

Whatkind of issues did you
face during and after the
lockdown atyour
construction sites?

Frankly, we were down only
for the first three weeks of lock-
downssince March. We have been
working continuously since then.
The contractors took some time.
In certain areas there was not
muchofa problem.Insome areas
labour had not gone back; where
the contractor gave them food and

Sukhbir Singh Sandhu

shelter, like they were in camps,
but complying with the guide-
lines. So they started workimme-
diately after the lockdown was
lifted. In some cases, yes, the
labour had gone back. But they
also started coming back in a few
weeks’ time.

And many contractors sent
theirvehicles to Bihar, Bengal and
Odisha to get returned labour
back. Because contractors realised
that the cost they were incurring
with the machinery remaining
idle atsites was much higher than
the cost of getting labourers back
through own transport arrange-
ments. So we were back at work
almost immediately.

Did you also have to give alot
of concessions to contractors?
Yes. We have started the sys-
tem of releasing payments
monthly. Earlier it used to be
stage-payments, wherein the re-
lease of money was linked to
completion of a certain stage of
the contract. That was only five
times inayear. Now it has become
monthly and that has increased
liquidity of the contractors to a
greatextent. They are very happy.

Did you take their feedback?

Oh yes. We spoke to contrac-
tors. There were some 80 sugges-
tions. We immediately agreed to
60 of them and issued orders on
the same day.

Awarding of contractsis one
thing, but what about your

BUDGET FY22: CENTRE CONSIDERING SEVERAL PROPOSALS

Plan to boost fund mfuswn for mfra projects

BANIKINKARPATTANAYAK
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 29

THE GOVERNMENT is weighing a
raft of proposals, including relax-
ingrules to enable insurance firms
and pension funds to put in long-
term capital in infrastructure proj-
ects,asitseekstospurjobcreation
and bring the Covid-hit economy
back on track fast.

Extantregulatory norms effec-
tively bar these investors, that
bring in patient capital, from fund-
ing private-sector special purpose
vehicles (SPVs), while most infra-
structure firms are set up as SPVs.
These long-terminvestors are also
required to invest primarily in
highly safe instruments.

The Budget may also unveil a development financial institution
to finance large rural infrastructure projects. Expressfile

These instruments, such as
government and public-sector
bonds, often fetch measly returns.
Similarly, variousinstitutional in-
vestors face restrictions in fund-
inginfrastructure projects thatare
not rated AA or above, even tho-
ugh most of these projects rarely
have ratings of BBB or above.

“These anomalies between
the reality and regulatory require-
mentsare beingaddressed. While
we certainly need more long-
term capital, the government also
wants to ensure any such step
doesn’t pose risks to the broader
financial system. Consultations
withregulators and others are on

New guidelines for cab aggregators:
What they mean for drivers and riders

PRANAV MUKUL
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 29

THE MINISTRY of Road Transport
and Highways has issued the
Motor Vehicle Aggregator Guide-
lines, meant to regulate the hith-
erto unregulated cab aggregator
segment, mainly controlled by
two players — the US-based Uber
and Bengaluru-based Ola Cabs.In
the guidelines, the Centre has laid
downvarious procedures pertain-
ing to conditions for grant of li-
cence to an aggregator, compli-
ance with regard to vehicles,
regulation of fares, etc.

Why have these guidelines
beenissued?

As part of the Motor Vehicles
(Amendment)Act, 2019, the gov-
ernment provided that an aggre-
gator will need to be issued a li-
cence to operate by the respective
state government and that the
states will follow the guidelinesis-
sued by the Centre.

What changes for drivers?

The aggregator hasbeenasked
toensure that every driver is pro-
vided with a health insurance in-
tegrated with the aggregator for

an amount not less
than Rs 5 lakh with
base year 2020-21
and increased by 5
per cent each year.
Additionally, a term
insurance of Rs 10
lakh must be given to
each driver. The aggregator will
also need to conduct refresher
training programme for the driver
each year. A compulsory 5-day
training of drivers will include top-
icssuchasefficient use of the app,
provisions of the Motor Vehicles
Act, 1988, on-road safety and first-
responder training, terms and
conditions of the contract with ag-
gregator, gender sensitisation, etc.

EXPLAINED

What changes for aggregators
interms of the app?

The aggregator will need to
makeits app accessible in English
and Hindi as primary languages
for riders, along with one official
language of the relevant state,
where official language is not
Hindi. Additionally, the app will
have tobe accessibleinalanguage
understandable to the driver.

In terms of data generated on
the app, aggregators will have to
store suchdataonaserverinIndia
and it will need to be stored for a

minimum of three
months and maxi-
mum of 24 months
from the date on
which such datawas
generated. This data
. will also have to be
made available tothe
state government, as per due
process of law but the norms stip-
ulate that any datarelated to cus-
tomers shall not be disclosed
without their written consent.

What changes for customers?

The aggregators have beenal-
lowed to provide pooling facilities
to customers, whose details and
KYC information is available.
Further, for women passengers
seeking to avail ride-pooling, the
aggregators will need to provide
the option to pool only with other
women passengers. In cases of
non-transport vehicles being ag-
gregated for ride-pooling, a limit
of four ride-sharing intra-city trips
on a calendar day and two ride-
sharing inter-city trips per week
for each vehicle with the driver
hasbeen stipulated.

What changes in terms of fare?
The guidelines stipulate that
the city taxi fare indexed by WPI

New Delhi

for the current year shall be the
base fare chargeable to customers
availing aggregator service. In
states where acity taxi fare has not
been determined, an amount of
Rs25/30will be the base fare. The
base minimum fare chargeable to
customers will be fora minimum
of 3 km to compensate for dead
mileage and distance travelled
and fuel utilised for picking up the
customers. Aggregators have been
allowed to charge a fare 50 per
centlower thanbase fare andim-
pose amaximum surge pricing of
1.5 times the base fare.
Additionally, the norms say
thatthe driver of avehicle shallre-
ceive atleast 80 per cent of the fare
applicable on each ride, thereby
capping the commission charged
by the aggregators at 20 per cent.
Currently, the commission rates
range between 25-35 per centand
differs from city to city. On cancel-
lation of rides without valid rea-
son, by either a driver or arider, a
penalty of 10 per cent of total fare
notexceedingRs 100 shall be put.
The penalty imposed onriderwill
bedivided between the driverand
the aggregator in the proportion
of the decided commission rate.
Full report on
www.indianexpress.com

pace of construction and
completion of projects?

That way we are slightly
shorter than last year because for
two months, the work had to be
stopped before it picked up grad-
ually. The lockdown was in April
and May. These two months are
equivalent to getting four months’
worth of work done. The con-
struction speed is the highest in
these months because monsoon
comesright after that so the work
is usually expedited before that.
And inwinter alsowe donot con-
struct as fast. But we are recover-
ing very fast and hopefully by the
end of March 31, we will be able
to complete our target.

And the Delhi-Mumbai
Expressway being your
flagship project, is there any
impacton that?

Not much. Maybe a month or
two in terms of timeline. It is the
biggestever projectand the speed
of construction is not something
seen in India. Our neighbouring
country(China)is known for con-
structing roads with that good a
speed.Rs 86,000 crore worth of a
project completing in three years
isabigdeal.

How are you executing it
differently from other
projects?

We have divided the project
into 44 packages. Most of them
stand awarded. So instead of
monitoring from one side, we are
monitoring 44 different packages
simultaneously. That has resulted
ingood speed. Also thereisaded-
icated land acquisition team and
around 90 per cent of the land re-
quired is with us. Being a flagship
programme everything is being
monitored very closely. monitor
it sometimes weekly and some-
times fortnightly. Any issue crops
up with states, we speak to chief
secretaries and other officials.
There is record-setting progress in
this. So, by December 2023 it will
be complete.

Fullinterview on
www.indianexpress.com

and appropnate stepswill soonbe
announced,” an official source
said. Some of the remedies will
likely feature in the FY22 Budget.
The Budgetisalsolikely toun-
veil adevelopment financial insti-
tution (DFI) with the specific man-
date to finance large rural
infrastructure projects that re-
quire long-term finance and could
serve asantidote to general invest-
ment famine during economic
downturns. It will work under an
innovative framework, where pri-
vate corporate funds and global
patient capital will find viability in
India’s rural projects. Also, there
will be practical solutions to the
issue of asset-liability mismatches
faced by banks as they lend to
long-gestation projects. FE

I'TU evaluates
three new
5G-related
technologies

PRESS TRUSTOFINDIA
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 29

THREE NEW technologies, includ-
ing '5Gi', submitted by the
Telecommunications Standards
Development Society India (TS-
DSI) have completed "successful
evaluation” and conform with rig-
orous performance requirement,
according to a statement by the
International Telecommunication
Union (ITU).

During the multi-year devel-
opment and evaluation process
by the ITU Radiocommunication
Sector, these technologies were
deemed tobe sufficiently detailed
to enable global compatibility of
operationand equipment, includ-
ing roaming, it said.

The International
Telecommunication Union (ITU)
is the United Nations specialised
body for information and com-
munication technologies or ICTs.

The latest move holds signifi-
cance as one of the technologies
evaluated, underlines India's con-
tribution on 5G radio interface
specification.
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GOVERNMENT OF GUJARAT

- GUJARAT

SHRI NARENDRA MODI

Prime Minister, India

SHRI VIJAY RUPANI
Chief Minister, Gujarat

ACHIEVES
HIGHEST FDI

From April to September 2020, Gujarat has achieved FDI of INR 1.19L crore, accounting for
53% of the total national inflow. Despite tough times due to COVID 19, Gujarat, under the
dynamic leadership of the Chief Minister Shri Vijay Rupani, has emerged as a front runner in
overall industrial development, and is paving the way towards an Atmanirbhar Bharat.

INVESTMENT IN GUJARAT

Guijarat’s FDI saw a massive surge of 240% for FY 19-20, which
is the highest amongst any Indian state.

As per DPIIT data for April-September 2020, the state received
FDI worth INR |.19 lakh crore for the first six months for fiscal
FY 2020-21, accounting for 53% of the total FDI investment
received in India.

As per the Annual Survey of Industries, Gujarat stood first in
India in terms of Industrial Output with 17.5% of India’s output.
Gujarat contributes to over 23% of India’s exports (April-
September 2020) and Gujarat’s ports handle over 40% of
India’s cargo.

Gujarat stands |™ in terms of number of IEMs filed & actual
investment reported for 2019.

Gujarat had 519% share (1™ Rank in India) of IEMs filed in India in
terms of value with a proposed investment of USD 49 billion in
2019 as per DPIIT data.

While India saw an increase of 48% in proposed investments
(IEMs) in 2019, Guijarat recorded a growth of 333% over
previous year.

Nearly 100 Fortune 500 companies are already present in the
state.

"Highest FDI inflow in these
times is a true reflection of Gujarat
as a business friendly state."

Shri Nitinbhai Patel,
Deputy Chief Minister, Gujarat

Jharkhand 5,990

KEY HIGHLIGHTS OF
GUJARAT INDUSTRIAL
POLICY 2020

* | 5thrustsectors with incremental benefits

* Incentives based on capital investments in the
state; First state to delink incentives with SGST

* Capital subsidy upto 12% of fixed capital
investment

* Capital & interest subsidy to MSMEs

* Incentives for setting up R&D centers by private
companies

* Relocation incentives for industries shifting from
other countries

* Governmentland on lease for long term

* Dedicated relationship managers as single point
contact

* Mega online permission & central inspection
agency

e

FDI INFLOWS

FOR APRIL-SEPT 2020

Telangana 5,045
Haryana 5,111
Tamil Nadu 7,062

Uttar Pradesh 1,680
West Bengal 1,985

Delhi 19,863

Maharashtra
27,143

Karnataka
27,458

Gujarat
1,19,566

Rs. in Crore

New Delhi
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EQUITY CORP.:

HIS has been a humbling year for hu-

manity. We have been reminded of

our martality time and again as this
pandemic has spread across the globe, con-
tinuing to steal lives, health, joy, and pros-
perity from every place it visits. Despite our
grand technical achievements, despite our
expansion into space, and despite enjoying
the greatest period of peace and prosperity
in human history, it has taken only a few
months for us to be brought crashing back
to the ground and find ourselves in the
worst health crisis since the Spanish Flu
Pandemic of 1918.

We are only facing one pandemic, but
we are fighting many diseases. The symp-
toms of illness are evident throughout our
societies, from the internal bleeding caused
by divisions of racism and casteism to the
fever-chills caused by cruel intolerance, a
deep inequity, and untended injustices.
Guru Nanak taught us not to accept things
as they are, not to stand by and let evil pros-
per. He charged us to interrogate our ideas
and traditions, to improve the world around
us. He provided the spiritual framework for
us to process the material world and expe-
rience the best of life. Indeed, the Sikh life is
lived with deep love and respect for family
and community. It is inherently democratic
and inquisitive. It stresses the importance
of gender equity so all can contribute
equally. Itis a path where forgiveness is a
step that cannot be missed in addressing
injustices. There is wisdom for everyone in
his words, and as we continue our battle
against the many diseases of our world, isn't
it time to pause and reflect on them?

In this 551st celebration of the Guru’s

-
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Humanity!

birth, it can be easy to forget that he lived in
similarly dark times and served as a beacon
of light to the world. The Gurus continue to
serve as celestial rays of light, guiding us
toward peace and happiness if we would
only follow them. Millions across this great
land have been fed by Gurdwaras just in
Delhi alone since April, and Gurdwaras
across the globe have been feeding millions

and millions of people. Breaking bread to-
gether as equals also breaks cultural barri-
ers.

Those who enjoy great privilege in life
must acknowledge the even greater debt
that privilege incurs, and must also recog-
nize that they are elevated to their position
by their neighbours and not despite them.
As a Sikh, | attribute much of the success

I've achieved to the path | have been
taught to follow and the charity | have been
taught to practice. One should never give
expecting a return, for the kind of generos-
ity of spirit which Sikhism teaches cannot
be tracked on a balance sheet. Those who
treat their spiritual life as they do their ma-
terial life — counting every penny to ensure
their generosity is providing sufficient re-

"

Guru Nanak’s Teachings ///
Show Us the Path to Serve

i

" @

“Through our humble project of
establishing the Dhillon School of
Business at the University of
Lethbridge, we have been able not
just to elevate ourselves, but also
ensure a bright educational future for
young Canadians across the entire
country. Following in the footsteps of
Guru Nanak, Mainstreet Equity has
been working relentlessly to make its
own humble contributions to the
world” — BOB Dhillon, Founder &
CEO - Mainstreet Equity Corp

turns — will find their harvest lean. Those
who follow the Guru’s example and give
humbly and generously without taking ac-
count will find their harvest bountiful and
their life's journey a rewarding one, regard-
less of what befalls them.

We cannot only call upon our faith in
hours of trial, though. True friends are not
those who only call when they are in need,

{is | e
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" =)
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ADVERTORIAL

but also when they have joy and prosper-
ity to share. Let's not just look for the Guru’s
light at dusk when all is dark around us, but
let us also pursue enlightenment even dur-
ing the brightest dawn.

We at Mainstreet Equity have worked to
make our own humble contributions to the
world. We believe in giving back in ways
that create significant positive change and
sustain the rich Sikh Indo-Canadian her-
itage, which successive generations have
built. Through establishing the Dhillon
School of Business at the University of Leth-
bridge, we are ensuring a bright educa-
tional future for young Canadians across
the entire country. Through this humble
project, we have been able not just to ele-
vate ourselves, but instead to demonstrate
our total submission and allegiance to our
Guru who showed humanity the way for-
ward centuries ago and continues to light
the way forward even today.

This year has humbled us but it has also
united us. Against a common enemy, we
have rediscovered and reforged our com-
mon bonds, those links which bind all of
humanity together in the vision expressed
by Guru Nanak. Indeed, we have reforged
those bonds but it is now up to us to main-
tain them.

We can do this by continuing to disman-
tle the divisions we have constructed and
acknowledging we are one before God. We
can do this by continuing to look for oppor-
tunities to serve rather than to be served.
We can do this by calling out and challeng-
ing injustice wherever we find it.

We can do this by following the teach-
ings of Guru Nanak Dev Ji.

3 Happy
L7UV’IDUV’(A.

From Bob Dhillon & Mainstreet fciuity Co1ja

NEW WESTMINSTER | SURREY | REGINA | SASKATOON

New Delhi

BRIDGE | ABBOTSFORD | KAMLOOPS |
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W SIDEOF LFE

1SATIVE SEE OF LiFE
Dr Ananta Singh Raghuvanshi

Senior Executive Director
Sales & Marketing

ESSPERION

THE POSITIVE SIDE OF LIFE

CELEBRATIONS

DOUBLED

THIS GURPURAB

URPURAB, also known as
Guru Nanak's Prakash Ut-
sav, celebrates the birth of
the first Sikh guru, Guru Nanak.
This is one of the most sacred and
religious festivals in Sikhism. Guru
Nanak is revered as one of the
greatest religious innovators of all
time and as the founder of the Sikh
religion. He was an original spiritual
thinker and expressed his thoughts
and ideas in poetry that forms the
basis of Sikh scripture. His religious
ideas draw on both Hindu and Is-
lamic thought, but are far more
than just a synthesis.
Following the same guiding prin-
ciples as advocated by Guru Nanak

GOLD COIN WITH EVERY BOOKING

CALL +91 9717007755

Promoter: Parador Developers (Amritsar) Pvt. Ltd., CIN: U70102DL2015PTC275866 | Corporate Office: 2nd Floor, Plot No. 18, Institutional Area, Sector 32, Gurugram, Haryana 122001
Registered Office: F 9, Ist Floor, Manish Plaza 1, MLU, Sector 10, Dwarka, New Delhi 110075 | Site Address: Residential Project at Village Mannawala & Rakhjheeta, GT Road, Amritsar, Punjab. Experion Virsa Phase 1, Area: 284348.29 square meter

EXPERIOM

VIRSA

GT Road, Arrrdaan

Dev ji, Experion Group, a Real Estate
group based in Gurugram, believes
in delivering good Real Estate pro-
jects built with trust and trans-
parency. When a 100 % FDI-funded
developer Experion made a runaway

success with The Westerlies, a 100-
acre township in Gurugram NCR, the
group realized quite early on that
owhing a home was one of the most
celebrated moments in one's life.
The emotional involvement was sig-
nificantly higher when people
bought plots and built their own
homes. The joy further magnified
when people witnessed open spaces
with an abundance of nature and
greenery.

When, Parador Developers (Am-
ritsar) Pvt. Ltd. planned to develop a
plotted township at Amritsar, they
enter into an understating with Ex-
perion to provide its technical help,
branding and to share its experience

with Parador in development of Ex-
perion Virsa.

It was abundantly clear that the
township that Parador will develop
at Amritsar would undoubtedly be a
destination where grand spaces and
nature would converge. In keeping
with this was conceived — EXPE-
RION VIRSA.

EXPERION VIRSA is an integrated
township, to be developed by
Parador Developers (Amritsar) Pvt.
Ltd., unfolding in Amritsar on G.T
Road (NH-44). Launched in 2019,
Virsa is steadily emerging to become
a township that people will want to
belong to and live a life rooted in
traditional values and yet that is
modern and discerning. The town-
ship is a tribute to the Punjabi
lifestyle that is entrenched in respect
for land & local culture.

This 93-acre township is planned
around the theme of Miri Piri with
meticulously planned gardens and
Chowks named after the five life-
giving rivers. The township's devel-
opment is underway and being de-
veloped in several phases. The
entrance of the township is through
a majestic gateway that announces
the grandeur of the project. De-
spite challenges due to global pan-
demic, Experion remains committed
to its development, and the project is
steadily progressing.

Elaborating on  Virsa,
Dr. Ananta Singh Raghuvanshi,
Senior Executive Director

ADVERTORIAL

Sales and Marketing avers,
"Virsa is an integrated town-
ship that aims to offer a dis-
cerning lifestyle with facilities
and amenities in a meticu-
lously planned, secure, and
well- developed zone. We in-
tend to build a township that
appeals to a customer with di-
verse needs and budgets. We
are delighted to have received
an overwhelming response in
Amritsar and thank our chan-
nel partners that have made
our presence known to the
warm and welcoming people
of Amritsar.”

Experion Virsa is RERA compliant
township registered with PRERA
with registration no. PH-1, PBRERA-
ASR02-PR0530, all the other details
in respect of sanctions/approvals of
said township may be checked from
the website www.rera.punjab.gov.in

Virsa's growing popularity is not
merely due to excellent location, its
proximity to the domestic and inter-
national airport and Harmandir
Sahib but to a range on offer. The
plot sizes start from 162 square me-
tre up to 200 square metre coupled
with value-driven pricing that starts
from Rs 25 lakh onwards.

"At Virsa, you not just buying a
plot but a lifestyle and building a
legacy for your future generations.
Virsa effectively meets lifestyle
choices and investment needs,"
Dr. Ananta further added.

RERA Regn No. PH 1 PBRERA-ASRO02-PR0530
WWwWw.rera.punjab.gov.in

WISHING YOU A VERY HAPPY GURPURAB

Plots

325 Lakh

onwards

SMS VIRSA to 56677

get a Gold Coin.

Book your plot at Experion Virsa and

Experience international living amidst

traditional Punjabi values.

EXPERION

VIRSA

GT Road, Amritsar

Development in ful[ swing

www.experionvirsa.com

93 Acre Township | Plotted Developments | En Route to Darbar Sahib | Multipurpose Play Field | Kids’ Play Area | Community Centre

Disclaimer: This does not constitute a legal offer. Customers are advised to have their independent evaluation. Artistic impression as shown to highlight the architectural design are indicative and subject to change as may be decided by Promoter or as may be directed by any
competent authority in the best interest of development. Concepts alluded herein are subjective. Layout plan can be amended at any time by the Promoter subject to the provisions of applicable laws. Experion Virsa shall be developed in a phase wise manner. *The sale shall
be subject to the terms of Application Form and Agreement For Sale. ADA License No. LDC-ADA/2019/40 dt. 13.06.2019, In case of inspection of original approvals, the same can be inspected at corporate office with prior appointment.

New Delhi
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Farmers’ big concern — an

Much of the opposition is to just one of the three
new laws. Itis the FPTC Act and its provisions
that are seen as weakening the APMC mandis

HARISHDAMODARAN
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 29

EVEN AS the farmer protests against the three
new agriculture-related laws have gathered
momentum, one thing seems obvious: Much
of the opposition really is just to one of the
three laws. Even in that one — the Farmers’
Produce Trade and Commerce (Promotion
and Facilitation) Act — there are only some
contentious provisions, which,

Given that stock limits apply only to
traders — the amendment exempts proces-
sors, exporters and other “value chain partic-
ipants” as long as they don’t keep quantities
beyond their installed capacity/demand re-
quirements — it shouldn’t concern farmers at
all. Farmers, if anything, would gain from re-
moval of stocking restrictions on the trade, as
it potentially translates into unlimited buying
and demand for their produce.

The Farmers (Empowerment and
Protection) Agreement on Price

although key, can still leave - Assurance and Farm Services
doors open for negotiation. Act has to do with providing a
1 regulatory framework for con-

The other two laws

Consider first the two laws
that ought not to be serious
cause for farmer angst.

The Essential Commodities
(Amendment) Act is about doing away with
the Centre’s powers to impose stockholding
limits on foodstuffs, except under “extraordi-
nary conditions”. These could be war, famine,
other natural calamities of grave nature and
annual retail price rise exceeding 100%in hor-
ticultural produce (basically onions and po-
tato) and 50% for non-perishables (cereals,
pulses and edible oils).

IN FAcT

tract cultivation. This specifically
concerns agreements entered
into by farmers with agri-busi-
ness firms (processors, large re-
tailers or exporters) ahead of
any planting/rearing season for supplying pro-
duce of predetermined quality at minimum
guaranteed prices.

Again, thereis little rationale for objecting
toanAct that merely enables contract farming.
Such exclusive agreements between compa-
nies and farmers are already operational in
crops of particular processing grades (the po-
tatoes used by beverages and snacks giant

Bt b
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CORONAVIRUS DASHBOARD
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Coronavirus mutations
do not increase its

62,448,117

Source: Johns Hopkins University,
updated at 11 pmon Nov29

transmissibility: analysis

A NEW analysis of coronavirus
genomes from over 15,000 Covid-19
patients from 75 countries has found
that none of the new mutations ap-
pears to be transmitted at a higher
rate. The study, which is published to-
day asa pre-print and has not yet been
peer-reviewed, builds on another re-
cent, peer-reviewed study published
in the journal Infection, Genetics and
Evolution. The previous study charac-
terised patterns of diversity emerging
in the genome of SARS-CoV-2.

“We employed a
novel technique to deter-
mine whether viruses
with the new mutation
are actually transmitted
at a higher rate, and
found that none of the

PAPER

global dataset. Of those, the re-
searchers honed in on 31 mutations
which have occurred at least 10 times
independently during the course of
the pandemic.

The researchers modelled the
virus's evolutionary tree, and
analysed whether a particular muta-
tion was becoming increasingly com-
mon within a given branch of the evo-
lutionary tree.

The researchers found no evi-
dence that any of the common muta-

tions are increasing the
virus’s transmissibility.
Instead, they found some
common mutations are
neutral, but most are
mildly detrimental to the
virus.

candidate mutations ap-

College London Genetics
Institute) said in a statement.

Coronaviruses can develop muta-
tions in three different ways: by mis-
take from copying errors during viral
replication; through interactions with
other viruses infecting the same cell;
orasaresult of theimmune response
of the host. Most mutations are neu-
tral, while others are advantageous or
detrimental to the virus.

The research team from multiple
institutions has so faridentified 6,822
mutations in SARS-CoV-2 across the

pear to be benefiting the CLIP
virus,” lead author
Professor Francois
Balloux  (University =~ NEW RESEARCH

tion which may make the virus more
transmissible. The researchers said
the new evidence suggests this mu-
tation is, in fact, not associated with
increased transmission.

common mutations appear to have
beeninduced by the humanimmune
system, rather than being the result
of the virus adapting to its novel hu-
man host.

The mutations
analysed included one in
the virus spike protein
called D614G, which has
been widely reported as
being a common muta-

The researchers found most of the

Source: University College London

Farmers at Singhu village during their
march to Delhi on Sunday. P11

PepsiCo forits Lay’s and Uncle Chipps wafers)
or dedicated for exports (gherkins). The
processors/exporters in these cases typically
not only undertake assured buyback at pre-
agreed prices, but also provide farmers
seeds/planting material and extension sup-
port to ensure that only produce of desired
standard is grown.

The point to note is that contract cultiva-
tionis voluntary in nature and largely for crops
not amenable to trading in regular APMC
(agricultural produce market committee)
mandis. There is hardly any domestic market
for gherkins, just as the high dry matter and
low sugar content potato that PepsiCo needs

forits chips s different from the table aloo used
in kitchens. Farmers don’t sell sugarcane and
milk in mandis either. The produce sugar mills
and dairy plants source from them is practi-
cally contract farming. An Act that formalises
contract cultivation through a “national
framework” and explicitly prohibits any spon-
sor firm from acquiring the land of farmers -
whether through purchase, lease or mortgage
- should actually be welcomed.

The contentious one

Thatleaves the only law - the FPTC Act, for
short - which is a bone of contention. It per-
mits sale and purchase of farm produce out-
side the premises of APMC mandis. Such
trades (including on electronic platforms)
shall attract no market fee, cess or levy “un-
derany State APMCAct or any other State law”.

Atissue here is the very right of the Centre
to enact legislation on agricultural market-
ing. Article 246 of the Constitution places
“agriculture” in entry 14 and “markets and
fairs” in entry 28 of the State List. But entry 42
of the Union List empowers the Centre to reg-
ulate “inter-State trade and commerce”.
While trade and commerce “within the
State” is under entry 26 of the State List, it is
subject to the provisions of entry 33 of the
Concurrent List — under which the Centre can
make laws that would prevail over those en-
acted by the states.

Entry 33 of the Concurrent List covers
trade and commerce in “foodstuffs, including
edible oilseeds and oils”, fodder, cotton and

jute. The Centre, in other words, can very pass
any law that removes allimpediments to both
inter- and intra-state trade in farm produce,
while also overriding the existing state APMC
Acts. The FPTC Act does precisely that.

However, some experts make a distinction
between agricultural “marketing” and “trade”.
Agriculture per se would deal with everything
thatafarmer does — right from field prepara-
tionand cultivation to also sale of his/her own
produce. The act of primary sale ata mandi by
the farmer is as much “agriculture” as produc-
tion in the field. “Trade” begins only after the
produce has been “marketed” by the farmer.

Going by this interpretation, the Centre is
within its rights to frame laws that promote
barrier-free trade of farm produce (inter- as
well as intra-state) and do not allow stock-
holding or export restrictions. But these can
be only after the farmer has sold. Regulation of
first sale of agricultural produce is a “market-
ing” responsibility of the states, not the Centre.

Farmers, for their part, would want no re-
strictions on the movement, stocking and ex-
port of their produce. Maharashtra’s onion
growers have vehemently opposed the
Centre’s resort to ban on exports and imposi-
tion of stock limits whenever retail prices have
tended to go up. But these restrictions relate to
“trade”. When it comes to “marketing” — es-
pecially dismantling of the monopoly of
APMCs — farmers, especially in Punjab and
Haryana, aren’t very convinced about the
“freedom of choice to sell to anyone and any-
where” argument.

LW\ 8 THE PANDEMIC

d what govt could negotiate

Thereason for this is simple: Much of gov-
ernment procurement at minimum support
prices (MSP) — of paddy, wheat and increas-
ingly pulses, cotton, groundnut and mustard
— happens in APMC mandis. In a scenario
where more and more trading moves out of
the APMCs, these regulated market yards will
lose revenues. “They may not formally shut,
butitwould become like BSNLversus Jio. And
if the government stops buying, we will be left
with only the big corporates to sell to,” said a
Panipat (Haryana)-based farmer.

What could be negotiated

If the protesting farmer union leaders were
to sit down at the negotiating table, the gov-
ernment can possibly get them to agree to
drop the demand on repealing all the three
laws. Their problem is essentially about the
FPTC Act and its provisions that they see as
weakening the APMC mandis. There is also
disquiet on the dispute resolution mechanism
for transactions outside the mandis. The Act
proposes these to be referred to offices of the
sub-divisional magistrate and district collec-
tor. “They aren’tindependent courts and can-
not deliver us justice, leave alone guarantee
timely payment,” alleged the same farmer.

These may be just fears, but they aren’t
small. From the government’s standpoint, the
elephant in the room would be if the farmers
insist on an additional demand: Making MSP
a legal right. That would be impossible to
meet, even if the three farm laws were to be
puton hold.

The road to mass vaccination

Once a Covid-19 vaccine becomes available in India, how does the government go about immunising
the population? Which groups should get the vaccine first, and who should get it free?
Inaninterview to PRABHA RAGHAVAN, India’s leading public health expert weighs in.
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of specialists, exclusive insight

Why is itimportant to get vaccinated
against Covid-19?

Covid-19 is a highly infectious virus
which causes varied clinical manifestations
withawide range of severity. It has not been
easy to predict who can be safe from it. Even
young persons have been known to have be-
come severely ill or die, though not as often
as the elderly. Because of this unpredictable
nature, everyone should feel vulnerable and
seek protection.

A natural infection can provide differing
levels of immunity, based on the variable viral
load different persons are exposed to. We do
not know how long such immunity lasts in
each person. A vaccine administers a stan-
dardised dose that elicits a good immune re-
sponse, whichis likely tolast longer than a nat-
ural infection of variable viral exposure and
clinical severity. For that reason, getting im-
munised is a good idea. Further, other coun-
tries may not allow an non-immunised per-
sonto travel there if the virus is still actively
circulating. Employers may not permit non-
immunised workers entry to a worksite.

Which groups should get it first?

The two main criteria for selection of the
initial groups to be offered the vaccine are es-
sentiality and vulnerability. These criteria
overlap in some groups. For example, health-
care providers who test, trace, treat or counsel
persons infected with Covid-19 are both es-
sential service providers and also very vulner-
able to becoming infected. They will be the
top priority everywhere. Other essential serv-
icesinclude sanitation, security, transport and
those involved in the production of essential
goods and supplies.

Applying the vulnerability criterion, eld-
erly persons and people with known comor-
bidities that enhance therisk of severeillness
or death are a high priority. The coexisting
health disorders which increase such risk in-
clude high blood pressure, heart disease, dia-
betes, obesity, chronic lung disease, malnutri-
tion or any condition in which immunity has
been reduced by disease or drugs. The prob-
lem in identifying this group is that several
persons who have these conditions may be
unaware of them, because the weak health
services in urban slums, small towns or vil-
lages have not screened or tested them. In such
cases, it is best to apply the age criterion as a
probability predictor and move steadily down
decade by decade from the 60+ age group to
the 20+ age group.

Young persons constitute an interesting
challenge. They are essential for current eco-
nomic activity or need to pursue education,
whichisaninvestment for future economic re-
vival and growth. They are highly exposed to
the virus because of their higher mobility and
socialising. While they are at a low risk of se-
vere infection, they caninfect others, especially
the elderly members of the family. Are they an
early priority forimmunisation oralater prior-
ity? Opinions are divided. It depends also on
theamount of vaccine available. If limited quan-
titiesare available initially, the older age groups
will take priority and the demographic bulge
of young persons will need to wait.

Serum Institute of India, where the vaccine Covishield is being developed. Photo
tweeted by the Prime Minister during a recent visit. Twitter via PTI

How prepared is India to carry out amass
vaccination campaign?

This depends on the vaccine(s) available. I
am assuming we will be able to choose from
a set of safe and effective vaccines which do
not have stringent cold chain requirements of
severe sub-zero temperatures for storage and
transport. Some of the successful vaccines will
probably need to be stored at only 2°-8°C or
even stay well at room temperatures. If we can
access those, our supply chain logistics will
not pose problems in the initial stages when
clearly demarcated groups will be immunised.
By the time our supply chain expands to cover
the general population,

higher, co-morbidity levels are more, risk ag-
gravating factors like air pollution are severe
and health services are stronger. The experi-
ence gathered there will be helpful as the im-
munisation programme moves towards small
towns and rural areas. However, if there are
hotspots of rapidly increasing cases in any part
of the country, urgent immunisation of sus-
ceptible persons there should be undertaken.

Who should get the vaccine for free?

I believe all persons should receive the
vaccine free. Protecting people from this rap-
idly spreading infectious disease is the prime
example of what econo-

we would have gained ex-

mists calla “publicgood”.

perience and would be
able to handle the higher
numbers that come later,
with greater efficiency.
The main challenge
will be the actual admin-
istration of the vaccine, as
an intramuscular injec-
tion in two doses set 3-4
weeks apart. Those who
are at present authorised
to administer such injec-
tions are doctors, nurses
and auxiliary nurse mid-
wives. Due to our past
neglect, their numbers
are inadequate in many
parts. Those who are
available will also be busy
providing other health
services, including care of
Covid-19-infected per-
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If a person does not
get vaccinated because it
is unaffordable and gets
infected, other suscepti-
ble persons can be in-
fected by this person
even as they await their
turn. Whether it is the
government or employ-
ers paying for it, access to
the vaccine should not
carry acost toany individ-
ual. Since the private sec-
tor healthcare providers
too will getinvolved inde-
livering the vaccine at
some stage to supple-
ment government agen-
cies, financial mecha-
nisms need to be worked
outto ensure that individ-
uals are not subjected to

sons. Even if we use the

general election personnel for assembling,
identifying and regulating the flow of people
to be vaccinated, who will actually give the
injection and monitor side effects? Will med-
ical, dental and nursing students be pressed
into service, after short training? Can we also
train other groups of vaccinators, through
training administered to young science grad-
uates? Will existing regulatory restraints be
relaxed to permit these new groups of vacci-
nators? These are questions central and state
programme managers must consider.

What should be the geographic strategy
for a programme of this scale?

[ do not think going state by state would
be right, for both public health and political
reasons. There are essential workers and vul-
nerable people everywhere. Itis better to start
with the cities where the crowd density is

out-of-pocket expenses.

How many phases of vaccination may be
required?

However other people may wish to
number the waves of the pandemic or
phases of the immunisation, I see the im-
munisation drive passing through key tran-
sitions as it evolves.

Initially, the supply to our health system
will be limited as the production of any vac-
cine will be inundated by global demand. That
is also the time when we will be applying the
essentiality criterion and beginning the learn-
ing curve of our vaccine delivery system. The
numbers vaccinated will be relatively small
and the effort easy as the persons to be immu-
nised are already listed.

That will move later to a phase where the
vaccine supply will be larger, both due to more
vaccines getting regulatory approvals and pro-

New Delhi

duction volumes expanding for the initial vac-
cines through outsourced manufacture. The
domestic demand for vaccines will also grow
as vaccine confidence builds up, if the initial
global and country experience demonstrates
safety. At this time, vulnerability will become
an important criterion for prioritisation, but
the general public too can be covered along-
side, age group by age group. The health sys-
tem too would be moving at full strength to
deliver the vaccine, with the existing health
workforce supplemented by trained auxil-
iaries. However, listing and sequencing the
persons in the general population will be a
challenging exercise.

Further on, we will transit to a steady state
when asizeable proportion of the population
has been immunised and the task of immu-
nising the rest becomes a part of the health
system’s routine immunisation programme.
The capacity for a surge response will need to
be kept as a planned reserve even at this stage,
but both supply side and demand side pres-
sures would have eased.

What do we still not know about the way
the government is preparing to vaccinate
the population?

[ am basing my response on the informa-
tionavailable in the publicdomain. Itis possi-
ble that detailed plans have been made which
the government has not yet made public.

We do not yet know which vaccine we will
begin with. We also do not know what assur-
ances are there for getting the stocks from the
manufacturers early on. Have any advance
purchase commitments been made? If mul-
tiple vaccines become available, what will be
the guiding criteria for choice? If multiple vac-
cines are procured, how will they be distrib-
uted across states? Apart from the announce-
ment that health workers, other essential
service providers and persons with co-mor-
bidities will be prioritised, the plan for the roll-
outinthe general population has not beenre-
vealed. The procurement will be coordinated
by the central government. How will the de-
mand of each state be accommodated, at dif-
ferent phases? Atany stage, can states directly
purchase from the manufacturers? If so, will
the Centre provide quality and cost guidelines
to maximally ensure uniformity?

Do some sections of the population have to
pay? If so, what would the price be? There is
no information on the proposed role of pri-
vate healthcare providers, pharmacies and
employers in the organised sector in the vac-
cination programme. How will they support
the government programme?

How long, realistically, will it take for life
toget back to normal?

Itdepends how the virus behaves over the
next year, how early an immunisation pro-
gramme can begin and how extensively it can
cover the country in the months to follow. Will
the virus become less or more infectious? We
do not know. Will avaccine pass all regulatory
checks toarrive soon? It appears possible but
we still need to see the final trial data.

Until much of next year, we will need to
diligently observe public health advisories on
masks, physical distancing, hand washing and
avoiding super spreader events. The advent
of summer may give us some respite but not
full release.

So,if2020 hasbeen the year of despairand
depression, 2021 has tobe the year of discipline
and determination to subdue the virus withall
the tools we are gathering or making now.
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Lobera gets sweet revenge
as Mumbai-Goa clash puts
Kolkata derby in the shade

SHASHANKNAIR
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER?29

BEFORETHE start of Round 2 of the Indian Super
League, thefirst Kolkata derby of the ISLwas eas-
ily the match most fans looked forward to the
most. Buta technical game of football between
two Spanish coaches at Mumbai City FCand FC
Goa, a few days before the tie between the
Kolkata giants, showcased the quality of foot-
ball that the rest of the league should aspire to.

Sergio Lobera, Mumbai City FC's new coach,
once an integral part of the FC Goa set-up, was
up against Juan Ferrando, a first-time coach in
thelSLhailing from the same neck of the woods
asLobera himself. Lobera, whowas unceremo-
niously sacked by Goadespite aleague-leading
entry into the 2019-20 playoffs, had a point to
prove against his former club. Getting three
points must have felt good for Lobera.

Both teams were organised to play from the
back but it was Goa who enjoyed more of the
balland only gave up on thatafterRedeemTlang
gotred-carded in the40th minute of the match.

As the match progressed, a few things be-
came clear. Goa’s captain Edu Bedia, before the
start of the season, had said that some teams
had better tactics than themin previous seasons
and ended up winning titles —a statement that
almost felt like a parting shot at Lobera. But the
movement that Goa showed in the final third of
the pitch, and even when they didn’t have the
ball, was the difference against Mumbai.

Lobera’steams like control over midfield but
as of now, figuring out how to work in the final
third of the pitch is what should be Mumbai's
primary concern. Before the red card, Mumbai
hadn’thad asingle shoton target foralmost 150
football-playing minutes. They finally ended
theirsecond game of the ISLwith three shotson
targetagainstateamwithamandownand had
to rely on Adam Le Fondre’s last-gasp penalty
forallthree points. Forced to play more than half
the match with 10 men, Goa completed the
game withover 300 passes,and the same num-
berof shotsonand offtarget as their opponents
and had 17 interceptions overall for the team.

Mumbai's firepower, with Le Fondre and
Bartholomew Ogbeche, who came onasasub-
stitute in the 71st minute, should have made
this result look a lot more convincing. But Goa,
with a 2-2 draw against Bengaluru and now a
narrow one-goal loss to Mumbai, have shown
that they are just as competitive even though a
number of their core players have left.

Kolkata derby

It’s tough to justify the logic behind the
Kolkata derby being conducted this early into

Sergio Lobera, Mumbai City FC's new coach
was once anintegral part of the FC Goa set-up.

the season. Withboth clubsin theISLfor the first
time and there being no crowds allowed as of
now, the match should ideally have been built
upasamarquee eventalittlelaterin the season
whenboth teams were not feeling the effects of
life in a bio-secure bubble.

The rust showed with Bagan once againnot
abletofind consistencyin their passing but pos-
sessinga perfect get-out-of-jail card like noother
in Roy Krishna — who scored his second goal in
two games. East Bengal, though, have a far big-
ger concern with the lack of a pedigreed goal-
scorer in their ranks, something that was evi-
dent in the derby when they had to rely on
Balwant Singh to spearhead the offence.

Indian players

Time and again, the Indian Super League’s
spotlight has fallen on foreign internationals,
when the focus of the tournament needs to be
on Indian players and what they can do in the
midstof quality overseas recruits and pedigreed
coaches. With almost no football in eight
months, one of the things to look out for was
how the Indian national team players per-
formed. Round 2 of the ISLwas particularly for-
tuitous for a few of them.

Chances are if you are an Indian striker and
your nameisn't Sunil Chhetri, getting game time
intheISLisdifficult. Manvir Singh, broughtonas
asubstitute for ATK Mohun Bagan, managed to
putinalung-busting run in the final minutes of
the Kolkata derby before a smart left-footed fin-
ish, cutting inside the box for his first goal of the
season. His teammates at the back, Sandesh
Jhinganand Subhasish Bose, two of India’s four-
mandefensive backline, have now managed two
clean sheets in two games. This is particularly
significant for Jhingan who has come back after
along injury layoff and is one of the best central
defenders available for the national team.

Everybody loves Tyson

‘Exhibition’ proved to be value for money as Jones Jr & Iron Mike left most watchers happy; YouTuber Jake Paul knocks out NBA Nate

GAURAV BHATT
NOVEMBER 29

MIKE TYSON'S comeback bout was an ex-
hibition alright. Exhibition of the fact that
the boxing great isn't out to make a mock-
ery of the sport, or himself. Not yet, at least.

With 105 years, 131 pro fights, 91
knockouts and multiple world titles be-
tween them, Tyson and Roy Jones Jr took
the ring on Saturday with only one thing
to prove: buying the 'fight' on pay-per-
view (PPV) wouldn't be a waste of time
and money. And the pair delivered.

The California commission had already
declared that there will be no 'official’ win-
ner. And the three celebrity judges World
Boxing Council (WBC) had invited too con-
sciously spread the points to secure a draw.
Both boxers thus walked away with the
newly-minted WBC Frontline belts, and
satisfied customers and colleagues.

George Foreman said it was the "best
exhibition I have ever seen”, David Haye
called it "competitive" while Richie
Woodhall said the duo "didn't disgrace
themselves in any shape or form".

While the directive was to not go too
hard, Tyson, in his signature black short
shorts, attacked from the opening bell.
Swaying and ploughing forward, digging
into the body, double, triple-jabbing and
trying to land that fabled right hook-right
uppercut combination. All with the foot-
work and head movement to boot. Jones
too rolled back the years with the lateral
movement, jumping side to side and con-
necting flashy no-look jabs to the face.

Age, however, soon kicked in, as the 54
and 51-year-olds drew heavy breaths and
clinched. Still, Tyson, the bigger and older
of the two, showed more power and bet-
ter conditioning. Jones was exhausted mid-
way through the eight two-minute-round
contest. Tyson looked like he could go two
more. While his opponent would shuffle to
the corner at the end of the rounds, pant-
ing, Tyson stood and stared menacingly.

"You can see it coming. You can see his
stuff coming, right?" inquired Jones' cor-
nerman after the first round. "Somewhat,"
the boxer exhaled. The meeting was on the
bucket list of Jones, whose challenge was
ignored by Tyson who walked away from
the sport after the upset loss to Kevin
McBride in 2005.

"I understand why they say some
things are bucket list because when
(Tyson) hits you, if it's his head, his
punches, his body shots, it don't matter.
Everything hurts," the former four-divi-
sion champion explained after the contest.
"I like him, but the dude is so strong.”

Over at the announcers' desk, hip hop

Mike Tyson throws a punch in the third round. AP

artist Snoop Dogg was a little eager with
his opening-minute zinger: "This sh*t like
two of my uncles fighting at a barbecue.”

Crossover appeal

You only had to look at the rest of the
commentators to discern whom the event
was playing to. Along with Dogg, leading
the pack was veteran combat sports an-
nouncer Mauro Ranallo, who gained main-
stream cred during his tenure with the
WWE. UFC's undefeated middleweight
champion Israel Adesanya was debuting
as a commentator while boxing legend
'Sugar' Ray Leonard lent some credibility.

The event was criticised by purists as
an anti-sporting spectacle, who ques-
tioned the safety of the two fifty-some-
thing main eventers.

And while the signature act was a

throwback to the pre-YouTube age — when
the only buffering was Michael Buffer's
pompous ring introductions — the co-
main event was a sign of the times, pitting
YouTuber Jake Paul against former NBA
player Nate Robinson.

To his credit, Paul, 23, knocked the
three-time Slam Dunk champion out
cold. That's two pro wins in a year for
Paul, but is he any good? Tough to say
when his opponents have been so bad.
Robinson kept rushing in with no plans
and was sent to the canvas thrice, the last
one a firm two-minute faceplant which
ended the fight and prompted ribbing
from the NBA community.

"That was no representation of the
NBA Family lol (sic)," tweeted Nick
Young, while Thad Young invoked Ali-
Frazier in his call: "Damn Nate ... "Down

goes Frazier!"

The biggest burn came from former
Golden State Warriors teammate Steph
Curry, whom Robinson had assured the
day before with the tweet: "Gonna shock
the world." "I see no lies," replied Curry
seconds after Robinson's knockout.

Robinson's brutal defeat also raised fur-
ther safety concerns. The 35-year-old had
challenged Paul earlier this year and went
into the fight with three months of train-
ing. Professional debutants usually begin
with four-round bouts. But Robinson's ca-
reer began with a six-rounder, and he was
out of it in the first itself but was allowed
to continue by the referee because of the
intrigue.

"Nate don't need to be in there with no
headgear. You can't play boxing (sic)," ex-
plained two-time Olympic champion
Claressa Shields. British cruiserweight
Isaac Chamberlain added: "These YouTube
celebs are making boxing a joke. That's a
serious knockout because the ref gave him
every chance to continue for the fans. This
is a farce." Paul meanwhile called out MMA
megastar Conor McGregor for his next
fight, because of course, he did.

‘Boxing owes YouTubers’

Tyson — who admitted “I didn’t know
(Jake) existed until my sons wanted to
fight him one day,” and was in attendance
to watch Paul's elder brother Logan make
a similar debut in 2018, backed up the
YouTube boxers. “Listen, my ego says so
many things, but my reality is they help
boxing so much,” Tyson told reporters af-
ter the fight.

“Boxing owes these guys, they owe
these YouTube boxers some kind of re-
spect. They should give them some belts
because these guys make boxing alive.
Boxing was pretty much a dying sport. UFC
was kicking our butts, and now we got
these YouTube boxers boxing with 25 mil-
lion views. Boxing’s going back. Thanks to
the YouTube boxers.”

Tyson, meanwhile, clearly wants more.
"We gotta do this again," he said and stared
intensely at Jones, who replied with "I'll
speak with my family."

But Tyson knows the risks — when
Jones was asked if he was afraid of getting
hurt before, Tyson interrupted: "I didn't
fightin 20 years, he only stopped fighting
for three years... why'd nobody care about
my ass?!" — and to temper the expecta-
tions: "This is better than fighting for
championships. We're humanitarians
now." With novelty and nostalgia factor
gone, interest might be lower when Tyson
makes another walk to the ring. But this
outing proved that he will be back, and
people will watch.
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However, there is little that
can be done just yet, perhaps
JUMBLED WORDS Difficulty Level 5s 3 B not until next week and
Instructions 3 Frd i — -— - probably not until four weeks’
Given below are four jumbled words. Solve the jumbles to make proper words and move them to Tosolvea Sudoku puzzle, T T oM B4 :-Bl3a 2 8|5 1 T time. [ know it’s hard to wait,
the respective squares below. Select the lettersin the shaded squares and jumble them to get [ve) everydigitfrom1to 9 3 & < 213:218!8|1l614 9 but that might be just what
the answerfr.)_rthegiven quip. . o must appearin each of the 7 4 Q L you have to do.
Wecannotdirectthe__, but we canadjust the___-Bertha Calloway (4...,.5) ) ninevertical columns, in ol E -1 5 4 E ?’ E E_ 3 | VIRGO (Aug 24 - Sept 23)
< each of the nine horizontal 214 5] a & 7 4l1 /3 29 5 § You're probably
BTAII ADPULN rowsandineachofthe 1 aware of your artistic
~ 1| |5 2
s nine boxes. 7] (OB 4187 21 talents, and you may
i~ E also be very
8 5 619 7 % a2 1T (8I6IBi3 4 conscious that if the coming
AAYSS EEKSDW D | DifficultyLevel 9 & 4 = 4/ 6:3]9/8(511 T 2| seasonis tt%l;ftfggglel%%ua”
.:.: D | 1s=vey e do=(Ey g 3 ) 25 Fla(v(4(32'9 8 those personal skills which are
3s=Medium; 4s=Hard; | il ggl2/7 3la g 5 all too often overlooked. No
5s=VeryHard; 6s = 2 3 (@) ’ T more excuses, please.
AEMO[]EJ BUIog - S[res oyl JSnpr uedaming ‘pll!M 9110a11Ip JoUURD IAA Iamsuy Genius m
AIMDIS ‘ANYTdN AVSSY ‘VIdIL :NOLLNTO0S

BY PETER VIDAL

ARIES (Mar 21 - Apr 20)
The Moon's
enthusiastic
presence in your
chart makesiit clear

you must attend to home affairs

and family relationships. In
love, the temperature could rise
as it becomes apparent that

whatyou need, and what a

partner wants, are not always

the same thing. The quicker you
find that out the sooner you can
find a compromise.

TAURUS (Apr 21 - May 21)

Life should be
relatively quiet over
the next few days, so
you should be able to
sidestep whatever pressures do
come up. You may therefore
have a welcome opportunity to
recover from recent stress and
strain. Use it. Very soon
partners will be bombarding
you with ideas.
GEMINI (May 22 - June 21)

LIBRA (Sept 24 - Oct 23)

Venus, your
planetary ruler, is
hesitating. The one
conclusionis that

you may leave aside various

tired relationships, and begin to
operate in almost any romantic
sphere you choose. And the
emphasis is on precisely that,
deciding for yourself who you
want to be with.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24 - Nov 22)
There’s still a certain
secrecy inyour love
life, although it must
be said that your

feelings are your business and

yours alone. Respect
confidences, have regard for
other people’s desires, and you
should dojust fine. And if
someone wants to cool it fora
while, that's fine, too.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov 23 - Dec22)
Your talents are
many but you
sometimes lack the
determination

necessary to develop them.

However, this is a time of year

when you should consider all

appropriate ways to improve
the quality of your life by
linking up with like-minded
people. At work, as they say, it's
who you know that counts.

CAPRICORN (Dec 23 - Jan 20)
In spite of your
current doubts, a
publicor
professional move,

which is now becoming

inevitable, will be for the better.

Mercury, ruling your ideas, is

forcing you to face up to long-

range plans for a change. What
itreally insists, though, is that
you broaden your horizons.

AQUARIUS (Jan 21 - Feb 19)
There seems to be an
element of personal
rancour, and even
though some causes

lie in the past, it looks as if a

certain amount of friction at

work could persist over the
coming weeks. It's up to you to
direct your energies
constructively, and not to fall
into a time-wasting trap.

PISCES (Feb 20 - Mar 20)

You are now coming

totheend ofa

twelve-month period

inrelationships
which, hasbeenin some senses
hugely enjoyable, in others
intense and gruelling. You will
very soon be drawing a veil over
recent events. You might keepa
few mementoes or hangontoa
memory or two, but that's as far
asitgoes.
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Phenom does an encore

Steve Smith’s second successive 62-ball century seals ODI series with a game to play

SANDIPG
NOVEMBER 29

ITIS that man again, Steve Smith. He crunched
his second hundred of the series, the third suc-
cessive against India, to orchestrate what was,
in the end, a routine 51-run victory that sealed
the serieswithamatchleft. Aslow head-turner
he might have been in white-ball cricket, but
Smith’s surely making up for lost time with scin-
tillating consistency. The twin hundreds seemed
identical. The stroke-making on Sunday, though,
was a notch or two more outrageous. Sample
some of these.

In the 39th over, with Smith nudging into
the 70s,Mohammed Shami flingsina near-per-
fect yorker. Fast, flat, in-swinging, on middle
stump and landing at the edge of the crease.
Smithjustbacksaway,and without notsomuch
asdigging the ball out of the blockhome, bludg-
eons it through the covers. For a second, the
world around Smith seemed to stop, wondering
how torespond to the stroke. The fielders froze,
skipper Virat Kohli looked overstrung. Even
Smith’s eyes got wider, for he would not have
expected such divine timing.

The stroke was just the preface to more in-
credible shot-making that was to follow. Next
over, Smith ran Jasprit Bumrah ragged, not an
everyday occurrence. Smith usually stands
deeperthanmost batsmen, but he went further
deeper this time, and converted a standard
yorker (tomost other batsmen)toa full ball that
burned the bright green grass of the SCG behind
the square region.

Itwasa moment from which even Bumrah
could notbounce back. Immediately, the bowler
stationed another man in the region, before
pulling his length back and getting his line wider.
Maybe, Smithwouldlicea catchintothe hands
or target a different arc. Smith took it as a chal-
lenge — and slapped one between the newly-
stationed backward pointand the wicketkeeper.
Burmabh lost it — the next ball was the juiciest
full ball that Smith somehow contrived to miss
before he consoled himself withaflick through
backward square leg. Even the ever-smiling
Bumrah struggled to force a smile.

Soon after reaching his hundred, Smith un-
furled the most ridiculous of strokes — he threw
himself at the line of a wide Hardik Pandyaball,
not quite dissimilar to the diving catch he took
to dismiss Shreyas lyer later in the day, before
scooping it over fine-leg. He was off-balance
when he completed the stroke and landed a
good couple of metres outside the 22-yard strip.
Callit the flying scoop.

There were other typical traits too — the
seemingly risk-free flicks through the leg side,
the firm-footed drives, the merciless punishing
of bad balls, and the constant impression that
the pitchisfive yardslonger when heisonstrike.

In the middle of the carnage, Kohli, the
bowlers, the strategy panel and the rest, all

This was Steve Smith’s fifth ODI century against India. Reuters

Warner injured

Sydney: Australia's swashbuckling opener
David Warner's participationin the remain-
derof the limited overs series against India
was thrown into doubt after he suffered a
groininjury during the second ODI here on
Sunday. Warner hobbled off the field after
he struggled to get up following a dive in
the fourth over of the Indian innings. A car
waited outside the SCG to take the senior
playerintoanearby hospital forundergoing
scans. Considering the way Warner gri-
maced in pain after falling while diving to
stop the ball, it appears he could not only
miss the final ODI but also the following
three-match T20 series. PTI

looked utterly blanked. How could anyone stop
Smith, unless he decides to stop himself? He did
eventually, but not beforedrillinga holein India’s
comeback hopes and leaving a deeper dent in
the mind of their bowlers.

If India hoped they could gloss over the
cracks of their bowling furniture, they were ut-
terly mistaken. Smith only magnified their
weaknesses. Worryingly, it's not the much-sto-
ried shortage of the sixth-bowler that hurts
them the most, but deeper problems. It’s not
merely a problem with personnel, but with
strategy and methods too.

The visitors conveyed the impression that
they were over-relying on Bumrah and Shami.
Butondayswhen theirbest get caned, whodoes
Kohli turn to? Not Navdeep Saini, who some-
how has lost his sharpness and snappiness. He
struggled for the length that has earned him
recognition — back of length. Either he was too

full or too short. And often wayward.
Yuzvendra Chahal - one of the snazziest
bowlersin the IPL, has struggled to adapt to the
conditions. Spinners who are relatively slower
intheairand don’tturn the ballmuch are prone
tostruggling in Australian conditions. He hardly
purchased fizz off the surface, and his low-tra-
jectory release does not help him in coaxing
over-spineither. Soif the team’s third and fourth
bowlers are struggling, the burden on the first
and second only increases. Strangely, there
seems to be confusion in harnessing the best
out of them. Confounding was the tactic to dis-
pense Bumrah with just a two-over spell up-
front.It’s probably the only time the Kookaburra
swingsaround. It’'s notaT20 game wherein your
gunbowler needs tobe preserved for the death.

Defensive mindset

It's not like Bumrah was scattergun. He had
conceded just seven in two overs, when Saini
steamed in. His first ball was struck for a six.
Already nervous after the first outing, wherein
he had conceded 83 runs, the youngster wilted
away. And by the time Bumrah returned in the
ninthover, Australia had raced away to 50 forno
loss with Saini accounting for 21 of them. The
decision reeked of adefensive mindset —and it
backfired. The strategic faux pasonly played into
the hands of David Warner and Aaron Finch,
who added a match-shaping century partner-
ship for the second consecutive instance.
Bowling teams seldom recover from scores of
142/0 or 156/0 even if they possess a destruc-
tive arsenal of batsmen themselves. Even
though most Indian batsmen have looked in
glorious touch, chasing 370-plus is difficult.

In the magnificence of Smith, the openers’
contributions are often ignored. But the sturdy
foundation they lay goes along way in furnish-

—— SCORECARD ——

AUSTRALIA vs INDIA
SYDNEY CRICKET GROUND
Toss: Australia, chose to bat
AUSTRALIA
D Warner run out (lyer) 83(77b,7x4, 3x6)
A Finch c Kohlib Shami 60 (69b, 6x4, 1x6)
S Smith c Shamib Pandya 104 (64b, 14x4, 2x6)
M Labuschagne c AgarwalbBumrah 70 (61b,

5x4)
G Maxwell not out 63 (29b, 4x4, 4x6)
M Henriques not out 2(1b)
M Extras(b2,nb1,w4) 7
M Total (50 overs) 389/4

B FoW: 1-142 (Aaron Finch, 22.5 ov), 2-156
(David Warner, 25.3 ov), 3-292 (Steven Smith,
41.2 ov), 4-372 (Marnus Labuschagne, 48.5 ov)
M Bowling: M Shami 9-0-73-1;J Bumrah 10-1-
79-1;N Saini 7-0-70-0; Y Chahal 9-0-71-1;R
Jadeja10-0-60-0; M Agarwal 1-0-10-0; H
Pandya 4-0-24-1

INDIA (TArGET: 390)
M Agarwal c Careyb Cummins 28 (26b, 4x4)
S Dhawanc StarcbHazlewood 30 (23b, 5x4)
V Kohlic Henriques b Hazlewood 89 (87b, 7x4,

2x6)
S lyerc Smith b Henriques 38(36b, 5x4)
KL Rahul c Hazlewoodb Zampa 76 (66b, 4x4,

5x6)
H Pandya c Smith b Cummins 28 (31b, 1x4, 1x6)
R Jadejac MaxwellbCummins 24 (11b,1x4,

2x6)
N Saininot out 10(10b, 1x4)
M Shami c&b Maxwell 1(4b)
J Bumrah lbw b Zampa 0(2b)
Y Chahal not out 4 (6b)
M Extras (nb2,w8) 10
M Total (50 overs) 338/9

W FoW:1-58 (Shikhar Dhawan, 7.4 ov), 2-60
(Mayank Agarwal, 8.3 ov), 3-153 (Shreyas lyer, 23.1
ov),4-225 (Virat Kohli, 34.5 ov), 5-288 (KL Rahul,
43.40v),6-321(Ravindra Jadeja, 46.10v), 7-321
(Hardik Pandya, 46.2 ov), 8-326 (Mohammed
Shami, 47.3 ov), 9-328 (Jasprit Bumrah, 48.3 ov)

M Bowiling:M Starc 9-0-82-0; J Hazlewood 9-0-
59-2; P Cummins 10-0-67-3; AZampa 10-0-62-
2:MHenriques 7-0-34-1; G Maxwell 5-0-34-1

M Result: Australiawon by 51 runs.

ing Smith the best conditions to bat. Thereis no
doubt thatin this divine touch, Smith might not
be spending sleepless nights worrying about
the new ball, butit remains the best chance to get
him early. Especially against Bumrah, whose
trickery and pace could pose asignificant threat
to any batsmen. On Sunday, Bumrah was re-
duced toguest appearances. He was used in six
spells of 2, 1, 1,2, 1 and 3 overs. Resultantly, he
seemed bereft of thythm and precision, reduc-
ing the much-hyped Smith-Bumrah duel into
a show of one-upmanship with Smith caning
him for 35 runs off 17 balls.

Why NZ has threatened to
send Pak team back home

TUSHARBHADURI
NOVEMBER 29

PAKISTAN’S TOUR of New Zealand - com-
prising three Twenty20 Internationals and
two Tests - plunged into uncertainty after
as many as seven members of the touring
party tested positive for coronavirus within
days of entering New Zealand. The host
country, which now has virtually no cases
of local transmission, has alleged several
cases of breaching the quarantine protocol,
going as far as to say that the tourists could
be sent home if they didn’t adhere strictly
to the regulations.

What happened?

The touring party underwent four rounds
of testing before leaving Pakistan, and only
those individuals who tested negative were
allowed to board the flight.

However, six of the 53 squad members -
Sarfaraz Ahmed, Rohail Nazir, Naseem Shah,
Mohammad Abbas, Abid Ali and Danish Aziz
- tested positive on their arrival in New
Zealand on November 24. Assistant coach
Shahid Aslam also returned a positive test
result. One more person did soin routine Day
3 testing at a managed isolation facility in
Christchurch.

How did the hosts react?

The New Zealand authorities have taken
a “very dim view of it”, according to Dr
Ashley Bloomfield, the country’s director-
general of health. They said that the Pakistan
visitors indulged in mixing in hallways, shar-
ing food, and not wearing masks at all times
- aclear breach of the isolation protocols.
The squad’s training privileges were also re-
voked, pending an assessment by health of-
ficials. The host government
gave them a “final warning” that
any more breaches will result in
the tour getting cancelled.

How did the PCBreact?

PCB CEO Wasim Khan, while
empathising with the players
who had to stay in a bio-secure
bubble during the tour to England earlier this
year as well, said ‘this is a matter of the na-
tion’s respect and credibility.’ “Observe these
14 days and then you'll have the freedom to
go torestaurants and roam about freely. They
have told me in clear terms that if we commit
one more breach, they’ll send us home,”
ESPNCricinfo quoted Khan as saying in a
Whatsapp message to the Pakistan players.

EXPLAINED

What has been the reaction in Pakistan?
Some in Pakistan have taken the devel-
opments as an affront to their country, alleg-
ing that New Zealand has mistreated their
players and disrespected the nation.
Shoaib Akhtar has been the most promi-
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Seven members of Pakistan’s squad
tested positive for coronavirus within
days of entering New Zealand. AP

nent former player to express outrage and
argued on his YouTube channel that New
Zealand should be indebted to Pakistan for
undertaking the tour during the pandemic
so that the hosts could earn broadcast
money. “It's not a club team. It’s the national
team of Pakistan - the greatest country on
this planet,” the former speedster said.

“Behave yourself, and stop giving these
types of statements. Be careful (about) what
you say next time. I'm deeply hurt, frustrated
and angry,” Akhtar added saying that PCB
should have not taken the Kiwi statements
lying down. “They should have called back
the team themselves and decided not to play
against New Zealand for five years.”

What is likely to happen now?
The six players and assistant coach who
tested positive on arrival will join the squad
after completing their 14-day quar-
antine in Auckland.

The rest of the squad will un-
dergo two more tests, on the sixth
and 12th days of their isolation be-
fore they can leave quarantine.
According to ESPNCricinfo, those

® who test negative throughout can
go to the balconies of their rooms
and visit a nearby park. Whether or when
they are allowed to train in isolation, how-
ever, is subject to the decision of the local
health authorities. The three T20Is are on
December 18, 20 and 22, before the Test se-
ries starting December 26.

Is this the first instance of a touring team
breaching protocols?

No. The West Indies team is also in New
Zealand currently and they, too, were
barred from training during their isolation
period after they were found to have
shared food and socialised in the hallways
of their hotel. The team lost four days of
training.

ADVERTORIAL

Simco Herbals

Wishes You Happy Guru Purab!

9 s WE

IME to time in the history of India, there has

been Godly-people who have been creat-

ing revolution and transforming societies

and nations in an unpredicted way. From time im-
memorial the personalities like Guru Nanak Dev Ji
have brought great changes in the world and par-
ticularly in India. Guru Nanak Dev Ji, the founder of
the Sikh tradition, is one of the great men of Indian
history. His memory is enshrined in the hearts of
the millions of people who follow the Sikh reli-
gious practices. The universality of message com-
bined with a dynamic approach to religion and
the deep humanism and concern for the outcast’s
and downtrodden immensely raised his stature in
the eyes of the people. In most part of India, espe-
cially in the area of Punjab, Haryana and other
northern parts of the country, Guru Nanak Dev Jiis
widely known and respected as a prophet, re-
deemer of the downtrodden and spiritual teacher.
Come November and Sikhs all over the world
will be celebrating the birth anniversary of Guru
Nanak Dev ji, the holy Guru. In today's world torn
apart by the evils of hatred and violence the
Guru's teachings hold special significance. He
taught us that all are one and should work above
cast, color and creed. His teachings establish

brotherhood of whole global community purely
on the basis of the foundation of love and equality.
On this auspicious day Gurdwaras not only in India
but all over the world are illuminated as tribute
to the holy Guru who tried to bridge the divide
between different faiths and castes. Prabhat
pheris are held and langar's are organized where
food is distributed to every section of the society ir-
respective of caste, class, gender and creed.

ABOUT SIMCO HERBALS

Understanding constantly increasing demands of
heath and beauty care products all across the
world, Simla Cemicals Pvt. Ltd. commenced its
business operations in the year 1948. With over
60 plus years of experience in the industry, we are
well known as the leading manufac-
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turer, exporter, and supplier of differ-

ent types of health and beauty care products.The
product range manufactured by us encompasses
Hair Fixer, Hair Gel, Shampoos, Hair Qil, Cold
Cream, Lotion and allied products. Our range is
widely accepted for its stupendous results and ef-
fectiveness by our vast clientele spread all over
the world. Over the past 6 decades, we have devel-
oped competency in manufacturing premium
quality beauty and healthcare products. All the
products are produced by using advanced tech-
nologies, under the proper guidance of exten-
sively experienced personnel. These products are
available in a variety of options to choose from
depending upon the requirements of varied cus-
tomers. We understand the needs of our valued
customers, thus always take their suggestions into
consideration for producing the assortment that
complies with their expectations. We boast sate-
of-the-art infrastructure, which is well equipped
with all latest machines and equipment based on
modern technology. Our sound infrastructural set-
up and team of highly qualified and experienced
personnel form the backbone of our organization.
They enable us to keep pace with current market
demands and satisfy individual customers by of-
fering, what they desire. All the machines and
equipment are regularly upgraded at par with latest
technological advancements.
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