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The lockdown to contain the coronavirus outbreak has

disrupted supply chains. One crucial chain is delivery of
information and insight — news and analysis that is fair and
accurate and reliably reported from across a
nation in quarantine.

Avoice you can trust amid the clanging of alarm bells.
Vajiram & Ravi and The Indian Express are proud to deliver the

electronic version of this morning’s edition of The Indian Express
to your Inbox. You may follow The Indian Express’s news and

analysis through the day on
indianexpress.com
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“Prabhaav”, literally meaning “im-

pact” or “effect”, the Delhi-based NGO
Prabhaav Foundation aims to create a pollu-
tion-free environment in Delhi-NCR through
two of its ingenious projects, namely PRO-
JECT PRAVAAH and PROJECT SAFAR, whilst
creating a positive “impact” on our society as
well as on our planet.

The toxic air is back in Delhi NCR.We long
to see a clear blue sky but Alas! all we can
see is a permanent haze, and when we close
our eyes, we taste and smell the pollution.
It's like a nasty chemical burning through our
senses. Let's stop this. WHO deems air pollu-
tion as one of the world's largest health and
environmental problems. Daily more than
6000 people in India die due to air pollution
and studies revealed more than 80% people
suffer health issues due to the increased
smog. Annually crores are also spent on the
treatment for ailments caused due to this
stubble burning.

TAKING ITSname from the Hindi word

Benefits of the pots

burning the crop.

Ms. Parul Kumar & Ms. Vandana Lakhanpal

Society:- An initiative to prevent stubble burning, a major cause of the harmful
air pollution. The farmers get a fair price for the stubble which discourages them from

Prabhaav Foundation - The True Earth Saviours!

iours, has undertaken multiple tasks. The
greatest one is to address air pollution as this
is killing us. Such initiatives are the need of the
hour to make a healthy today or there will be
no tomorrow.

PROJECT SAFAR

A collaboration between Prabhaav Foun-
dation and Enactus - Shaheed Bhagat Singh
College.

This project was started with the efforts of
Team Prabhaav ( Ms. Parul Kumar, Ms. Van-
dana Lakhanpal, Ms. Ritu Suneja, Mr. Manas
Swain & Mr. Nitin Dahiya) & Team Enactus

ADVERTORIAL ‘

(Ms. Ananya Arora Bansal & Mr. Uttkarsh
Sachdeva)

Prabhaav Foundation is an NGO regis-
teredin 2011, directly benefiting thousands of
lives through multiple welfare projects in the
realms of Education, Healthcare, Environ-
ment and Road Safety across many states of
India. With an ob-
jective to make a
difference and cre-
ate a positive im-
pact, Prabhaav un-
dertakes and
executes projects
to promote overall
welfare of the communities, addressing vari-
ous concerns and issues prevailing within the
society. We understand that a society will
grow only when people move ahead and
adapt themselves to the changing times.

The entire ecosystem makes up our envi-
ronment and multiple environmental issues
are known to be primary causes of diseases,
health issues and long-term livelihood crisis
for India. Prabhaav in its role as earth sav-

PROJECT PRAVAAH

A collaboration between Prabhaav
Foundation and Enactus - Shaheed
Sukhdev College of Business Studies

This project was started with the ef-
forts of Team Prabhaav ( Ms. Parul Ku-
mar, Ms Vandana Lakhanpal, Ms.
Snigdha Anand & Praveen Rawat) &
Team Enactus (Mr. Mohit Bansal, Mr. Is-
hantek Singh.

Water conservation - These stubble pots require very little watering as the wa-
ter gets trapped by the stubble thus keeping the plant moist. This saves the excess
water that always drains out after watering the pot.

Personal Gains:-

Using cow dung provides plants a healthy nutrition.
Maintenance of plants in these pots would require a minimalistic care.

Good health of the plants:-

Cow manure in these pots is packed with high levels of minerals - including the
best known fertilizers for organic gardening —nitrogen, phosphorus and potassium.
Addition of cow dung increases the porosity of soil by increasing aeration and cre-
ating a favourable condition for plant growth. Stubble in the pots gives soil ad-
vantage to fertility and productivity to the soil, decreases soil erosion and increases
soil water content. Stubble also improves soil structure and water-holding capacity.
It increases the carbon content of the soil which combined with nitrogen in ma-
nure increases the vitality of the soil, thus making plants in these pots healthy.

Positive Consumer Impact

Many customers have already benefited from using these pots. We take pride in
sharing that one of our customers recently committed to replacing regular pots
with stubble pots which enabled her to save time in plant maintenance and sup-
plemented the plant's growth and development and we are sure that many others

will join this journey of ours.

Stubble burning accounts for 45% of
pollution in India and Delhi and its
neighbouring states lose nearly 15
million lives annually due to the stubble
burning. On December 10, 2015, the
National Green Tribunal (NGT) banned
crop residue burning in the states of
Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh, Haryana and
Punjab.

Understanding the gravitas of the

situation, we at Prabhaav set our goal
to help reduce the fatal consequences
of stubble burning. Along the existing
solutions, of ex-situ and in-situ meth-
ods of stubble management a better
alternative had to be adopted for the
benefit of the farmers and the farm-
land. We purchase Stubble from the
field while providing a fair price to the
farmers thus encouraging them to

avoid burning. Our technology is then
used to convert this stubble into pots.
The immediate availability of these
pots has enabled the environment-con-
scious population and gardeners to up-
grade from conventional garden pots
to these special nutrient-rich pots.
These pots have multiple benefits for
society and the individuals who use
them.

“Often when you think you're at the end
of something, you're at the beginning of
something else.” - Fred Rogers.

Ourrole as earth saviours becomes bigger
when we talk of taking forward the goal of a
“Zero waste India”. Prabhaav Foundation, a
Delhi-based NGO working in multiple wel-
fare projects, joined hands to mutually work
on a project with Enactus SBSC, a student-
run organization that works with leaders in
business to bring about considerable soci-
etal change. Our Project “Safar" is aimed at
finding sustainable solutions to the problem
of chronic pollution as we envision a brighter,
cleaner, greener and sustainable future. We
believe that even individual actions, such as
increasing recycling or learning about
greener ways to dispose, can have a big and
positive impact on our planet. ~ “Safar” was
born seeing the potential in the concept of
creating value out of waste. In our country,
the Waste Management sector is highly un-
organized and there is a presence of an un-
tapped market of scrap, and up-cycling could
bring pragmatic solutions.

We decided to reuse old tyres to make fur-
niture and other useful products like planters.
We adopted a dual-faceted approach of de-
veloping aesthetic products for the niche

markets and utility-based products for the
mass markets. Furniture made from recycled
tyres are eye-catching, cost-effective and
eco-friendly with guaranteed longevity. They
are resistant to all kinds of weather changes,
and are rust proof, termite proof and can be
used both outdoors and indoors. Except for
repainting the external portion at regular in-
tervals, other costs to maintain it are very
few.

Safar aims at creating livelihood along-
side ensuring to make the space around us
creative, unique and trash free in the most
innovative way possible. We believe com-
bined strength, will and spirit can surmount
any challenge. Alone, we can do so less; to-
gether, so much more.

This is our community, this is us!

Prabhaav Foundation
A-9, Green Park Main, New Delhi-110016

Contact; 011-41036265, Email: Info@prabhaavfoundation.org,
Web: www.prabhaavfoundation.org, Facebook: www.facebook.com/meprabhaav
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/prabhaavngo
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JAL SHAKTI DEPARTMENT, JAMMU
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER, JAL SHAKTI (PHE), DIVISION REASI
Fax: 01991-244323, E-mail: phereasi001@gmail.com
NOTICE INVITING E-TENDER

==
i

e-NIT No. PHERSI/82 of 2020-21 Date: 23.11.2020
For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor of UT of J&K e-tenders (Two cover System) ltem Rate basis are invited from reputed and
resourceful Contractors/Firms/Companies/Joint Venture of repute, which should be uploaded on the e-Procurement web portal
http://www.jktenders.gov.in up to last bidding date:- 15-12-2020 up to 1630 hrs for the subject work referred below and as per the
details mentioned in this e-tender notification and to whom all the terms and conditions of detailed NIT /Tender Documents/ PWD
Form No:- 25 double are applicable. The detailed tender document and Specifications etc. can be downloaded on the e-procure-

ment Portal http://www.jktenders.gov.in.The cost of tender documents (Non-refundable/ Non-Transferable) should be in the shape
of e-challan/Treasury Receipt to be deposited in MH:0215-WSS (Revenue Head) or through RTGS in J&K Bank Branch REASI
in CD Bank Account No. 0029010200000829, IFSC code JAKAOREASSI in favour of Executive Engineer, Jal Shakti (PHE),
Division REASI and the proof of having made such payment shall have to be uploaded in Cover-I :
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No: PHER/7415-7463
DIP/J-7797/20

Dated: 23.11.2020 Sd/- Executive Engineer

Jal Shakti Division Reasi

NORTH CENTRAL RAILWAY, PRAYAGRAJ

E-Tender Notice No.:TMC/CPOH/PRYJ/20-21/06 Executive Engineer/CPOH
North Central Railway,

Dated: 23.11.2020
E-TENDERING TENDER NOTICE Prayagraj

CWM / CPOH/North Central Railway / Prayagraj, for and On behalf of the President of India, invites E-
Tenders on prescribed from for the following work upto 15:00 hrs. on 24.12.2020. The details of the Tender are
asunder: -

S. Name of Work Adv. Cost| Earnest | Class of | Costof | Period of | MH of g_ﬁﬁm IMHAT H.@T—DWSD/HEADWORKS/- O&M- Ol(ii) /2020_21
No. of work | Money |Contractor|Document| Completion| Account .
In Lacs | In Rs. feT$:—28.11.2020
1. QCHFEEJEO&:SEE GngEQU?ATETgéIIB\IN nﬁngc\I)ANTElECEHS&% 142.00 |284000/- A" 5000/ 6 Months JIM E KR Operation and Maintenance services of 280 MLD WTP (Av.
CIVIL, CONDUCTING COMPLETE NECESSARY SURVEY, SOIL water supply 180MLD approx.) at Ru!(k_a, Ran_chl, Intake
TESTS & DESIGN AS REQUIRED AT SELECTED SITE, AS PERTHE works at Getalsud Dam, Raw water rising mains 1200 mm
PARAMETERS/ SPECIFICATIONS Dia M.S/CI pipe 3 kms from Rukka Dam Intake well to WTP,
gs%pfration & '\élaiptﬁnance of critical components as per Clear water rising mains Rukka to Booty C.I/ M.S pipe of
i)or @ "f;'&;;‘ ree years. Inclusive 1st year different dia about 50 kms and rising main Rukka to Booti
i) 2ndyear in A) 2na Vot 700 mm new D.I pipe line 13km, Clear water distribution
i) 3rd year mains 80mm to 1200mm dia 500.00 kms in Ranchi City,
For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor of UT Jammu & Kashmir

Tender Approx Earnest
SN No. Name of Work Cost (Rs.)| Money
Provision of new flooring after dismantling old flooring fabrication,
1 TMC-CPOH- installation, testing and commissioning of EOT cranes CPOH Rs. 124';3(-) 00
PRYJ-07-20-21 workshop, Paryagrai. 6245867.67 .

Completion Period: 6 Month Date of Opening of tender: 24.12.2020 (1) The complete information along with
tender document of above E-Tenders are available on Website http://www.ireps.gov.in upto 15:00 hrs. on the due
date of tender opening. (2) Bids other than in the form of E-Bids shall not be accepted against above tenders. For this
purpose, vendors are required to get themselves registered with IREPS website along with Digital Signature
Certificate issued by CCA under IT Act-2000. (3) Rates entered into Financial Rate page and duly signed digitally
shall be considered. Rates and any other financial entity in any other form / letter head if attached by vendors shall be
straightway ignored and shall not be considered. (4) The tenderers shall submit a notarized affidavit on a non judicial
stamp paper of Rs. 100/- as given in tender document in standard format, without which their tender will not be
considered and may be rejected. (5) The supplier / contractor of goods and / or services would be subject to GST Act
and Rules as applicable from time to time. (6) Document being attached should be signed by the tenderer on its body.
(7) This tender notice has also been uploaded on http://www.ncr.indianrailways.gov.in. (8) Payment of Earnest
Money Deposit (EMD) & Tender Document Cos (TDC) in respect of E-Tendering shall be accepted through net
banking or payment gateway only. (9) In case of any difficulty helpdesk available on the website of IREPS may be

approached. (10) Tender online can be submitted up to 15:00 hrs. on 24.12.2020. 1264/20 (P)
www.ncr.indianrailways.gov.in E] @ CPRONCR

ﬂ North central railway

water supply from 12 nos. of existing ESR under Ranchi
Water Supply Scheme for the year 2020 -21, 2021 -22, &
2022-23. (Excluding the energy cost and Raw water cost
and including GST, Labour cess).
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WESTERN RAILWAY - RAJKOT DIVISION

VARIOUS ENGINEERING WORKS
E-Tender Notice No. 18 OF 2020-21

Date : 25-11-2020

Sr.| e-Tender N £ K Approximate EMD

No. No. ame ot wor NIT Cost %) | Cost ()

01 DRM-RJT-20- Ou_tside painti_ng and _inside 31,91,505.08 | 63,800.00
E-44 whitewash, distempering of

service building between Wankaner-Vani Road station including service buildings
and offices under Senior Section Engineer (Works) Surendranagar's Jurisdiction.

DRM-RJT-20- [ Outside painting & inside 1.01.200.00!

E-45 distempering of staff quarters -
between Vani Road - Lunsariya station under Senior Section Engineer (Works)
Surendranagar Jurisdiction.

02 50,60,911.60

DRM-RJT-20- | Colour Wash, distempering and

03
E-46 painting of staff quarters and

35,64,340.95 | 71,300.00

service building underjurisdiction of Senior Section Engineer (Works) Morbi.

DIPR/DDU/1871/SPAN/2020-21

Date and Time of Opening of Tender: 23-12-2020 at 15:00 Hrs. Office Address:
Divisional Railway Manager (Engg.), Western Railway, Kothi Compound, Rajkot,
Gujarat-360 001. Website: www.ireps.gov.in RIT-075

Like us on: I facebook.com/WesternRIy « Follow us on:E twitter.com/WesternRIly

Karnataka Residential Education
Institutional Society, Bangalore

(A Government of Karnataka Institutions)
Olo The Assistant Executive Engineer , Morarji Desai
Residential School at Tumbagere, Mandya District.

No: KREIS/AEE/Tender-28/2020-21 Date: 26.11.2020

TENDER NOTIFICATION (Through E-Tendering Only)

The tenders have been invited for Construction of Pre Metric Boys Hostel in
Mandya District (Tender Indent No.2832) through e-Portal vide website:
http://eproc.karnataka.gov.in on 27.11.2020 & 30.11.2020. The last date for
receipt of tender is 29.12.2020. The details may be viewed at above website.
Sd/-
Assistant Executive Engineer,
KREIS, Mandya

HAVE SYMPTOMS OF COVID-19? CALL APTHAMITRA ON 14410

@ @ Wear g Mﬁintgin
Mask an
o~ Hygiene

6 Feet [

(]
w Follow Physical 'nl
Distancing

Social Welfare Department

O/o Commissioner, 5" Floor, MS Building,
Dr. B.R. Ambedkar Veedhi, Bengaluru-01.

NO:SWD/PETC/CR-22/JEE/NEET/2020-21 Dated:27-11-2020

Notification Of Tender (Through e-tendering only)

Social Welfare Department, Government of Karnataka is invited
tender (2" time) from Reputed Training Institutes through
E-Procurement Portal, to Provide Long term Residential
pre-examination training for JEE (Mains & Advanced) &
NEET entrance exams to Scheduled Caste and Scheduled
Tribes Candidates till the exam started during 2021. Tender
Notification number is given below.
NO:SWD/PETC/CR-22/JEE/NEET/2020-21/CALL-2
For more details please visit website
http//:eproc.karnataka.gov.in
The last date for receipt of tender is 04-12-2020 at 5.30 PM

Sd/- (Commissioner)
Social Welfare Department,
Bengaluru.

DIPR/DDU/SHIRDISAI/1876/2020-21

STAY PROTECTED FROM COVID-19, NO CARELESSNESS UNTIL THERE IS A CURE.

6 Feet

L k. Maintain
@ @m’a{ ‘ |n| Follow Physical lnl ‘ & Hand
S Distancing >~ Hygiene

New Delhi
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Farmers at the Delhi border, in Singhu, on Saturday. Praveen Khanna
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‘The pandemic may
make us write anew
social contract’
NKSINGH

As farmers camp at Delhi border, Shah
reaches out: move to protest site, will talk

HARIKISHAN SHARMA,
RAAKHIJAGGA

& SUKHBIR SIWACH

NEW DELHI, LUDHIANA,
CHANDIGARH, NOVEMBER 28

WITH PRESSURE mounting from
farmers camped at Delhi's bor-
ders,akeyrulingally in Haryana
and Opposition parties, Union
Home Minister Amit Shah
Saturday signalled a softening of

Prime Minister Narendra Modi at the Zydus Biotech Park in
Ahmedabad on Saturday. AN

PM visits vaccine
facilities: in collective
fight against virus

Will apply for emergency use in
two weeks, says Serum Institute

ANURADHA
MASCARENHAS
PUNE,NOVEMBER 28

SHORTLY AFTER Prime Minister
Narendra Modi madeavisittoits
facility in Pune, Serum Institute
of India (SII) said on Saturday
that it was hoping to seek an
emergency-use licence within
the next two weeks for the
Covid-19 vaccine thatit has been
testing on Indian volunteers.
Apart from SII, Modi also vis-
ited the vaccine development fa-
cilities of Zydus Cadila in
Ahmedabad and Bharat Biotech

in Hyderabad. Both these com-
panies are testing a vaccine they
have indigenously developed.
SII, on the other hand, has
been testing a vaccine developed
by Oxford University and phar-
maceutical company
AstraZeneca. Serum has the
rights to manufacture and dis-
tribute this vaccine in India and
other middle- and low-income
countries. This vaccine is being
tested in other countries as well.
Earlier this week, the results
from one of its trials had come
under a cloud over ‘errors’ in re-
porting the correct dosage of the
CONTINUED ON PAGE 4

the Centre's hardline stance by
offering to hold talks as soon as
the protesters move to a desig-
nated site in Burari on the out-
skirts of the capital.

The offer drew a wary re-
sponse from the farmers, who
are seeking the repeal of newly
enacted farm laws and assur-
ances from the Centre on the
MSP regime and the mandi sys-
tem. Joginder Singh Ugrahan, the
president of BKU (Ugrahan) who

is leading the protests from
Punjab, insisted that they
wanted to head to Jantar Mantar
but said thata decision on Shah's
appeal will be taken Sunday.

But the Home Minister's
move received support from
Punjab  Chief = Minister
Amarinder Singh. Welcoming
the move, the senior Congress
leader urged the farmers to
“grab” the offer and even offered
to mediate.

INDIA, SRI LANKA, MALDIVES

Trilateral meet held after 6 yrs,
looks beyond maritime security

SHUBHAJIT ROY
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 28

AFTER THE Quad grouping, India
on Saturday revived the Indian
Ocean troika with Sri Lanka and
Maldives to promote “meaning-
ful cooperation” in the Indian
Ocean region on “maritime se-
curity”, as Beijing's aggressive
behaviour in the Indo-Pacific has
caught global attention.
Mauritius and Seychelles joined
as observers through virtual
mode.

In a shift from the past, the

Eyeon
@® China

EXPLAINED

SENSING BEIJING'S aggres-
sion in the region and be-
yond, New Delhi sent NSA
Ajit Doval to Colombo to
build a strategic coalition
with maritime neighbours
in the Indian Ocean region.
The group will be tested in
the coming months as
Beijing makes its moves.

“Some farmers' unions and
farmers demand that talks be
held soon instead of December
3.So, I assure everyone that as
soon as you shift to Burari
ground, the Government is
ready to hold talks with you the
very next day,” Shah said in a
statement.

“For the last few days, farm-
ers from Punjab and Haryana
and some other parts of the

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4

National Security Advisors of
India, Sri Lanka and Maldives de-
cided — after their in-person tri-
lateral meeting in Colombo — to
broad-base the maritime secu-
rity dialogue and include “terror-
ism”, “radicalisation”, “extrem-
ism”, “drugs”, “arms and human
trafﬁckmg" “money laundering”
and “cybersecurity” as they de-
cided to cooperate in these areas
of common concern.

This is the first time that NSA
Ajit Doval participated in the tri-
lateral dialogue as the group has
not met since March 2014.

CONTINUEDON PAGE 4
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PHASE 1 OF DDC POLLS

Day 1 of J&K polltlcal
| test: 41% turnoutin
'Valley, 52% overall

Polling peaceful amid tight security; brisk voting in Jammu

BASHAARAT MASOOD,
NAVEED IQBAL

& ARUNSHARMA
KUPWARA, KULGAM, JAMMU,
NOVEMBER 28

THE GOVERNMENT school at
Dogripora in north Kashmir's
Kupwara wore afestive look with
voters, young and old, men and
women, thronging the nine
polling booths. The scene cap-
tured the electoral mood Saturday
in many parts of the Valley that
saw a turnout of 40.6 per cent for
the first District Development
Council (DDC) polls in J&K.

In Jammu, voting was brisk
with 64.2 per cent polling in the
first of the eight-phase
polls.Overall,3.62lakhof [~
the nearly 7 lakh elec-
torate cast their vote tolog
aturnout of 51.7 per cent
in the 43 constituencies

THE SUNDAY EXPRESS MAGAZINE

LOOKING
AT CHANGE

In his poignant and
measured presidential
memoir, former US
President Barack Obama
examines the weight of
expectations riding on
him and his efforts to
match up to it

PAGES 16, 17,18

Ata polling station in Pahalgam on Saturday. Shuaib Masoodi

1.79lakhwomen. Except foranin-
cident of stone pelting by a youth
in Kulgam, polling took
place peacefully,
Sharma said.

The turnout under
a tight, multi-layered
security blanket is be-

that voted, according to ing seen as good news
J&K Election DEZCCBISN for the Central
Commissioner K K [ J&K — Government that has
Sharma. The voters in- DISTRICT, pushed the polls as the
cluded1.93lakhmenand LocAL PoLLs firsttestinreviving the

political process in the newly
created Union Territory after the
state's bifurcation last August.
The numbers also lifted hopes
within the Peoples’ Alliance for
Gupkar Declaration (PAGD),
which is banking on a higher

CONTINUEDONPAGE 4

ROSHNI LAND CASE:
J&K APNI PARTY
LEADER NAMED rAGE 9

Six tunnels on Jammu border in

four years:

DEEPTIMAN TIWARY
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 28

WHEN SECURITY forces tracked
aGPS device recovered from the
four Jaish terrorists who were
gunned down in Jammu’s
Nagrota on November 19, they
reached a narrow opening that
led toa200m-long tunnel near a
BSF outpost in Samba sector.

The discovery did not take
them by surprise.

This was the sixth tunnel that
the BSF had discovered in the
past four years along the Jammu
border. And since the first such
construction was spotted in
Punjabin 1997, in the aftermath

Walkway, air p1pes

The entrance to a tunnel that was discovered near a BSF
outpost in Samba sector last week

of the Khalistan movement and
the beginning of militancy in
Kashmir, BSF records show the
discovery of atleast 12 key cross-

border tunnels.
Officers say that with tight
border surveillance in place now,
CONTINUED ON PAGE 4

Shah to Yogi, BJP deploys its big guns for
h1gh-stakes mun1c1pal polls in Hyderabad

SREENIVAS JANYALA
&LIZMATHEW
HYDERABAD, NOVEMBER 28

ADDRESSING A public meeting
in Hyderabad on Saturday, Yogi
Adityanath said, "If we win, we
will turn Hyderabad into
Bhagyanagar... Some people
were asking me if Hyderabad
can be renamed Bhagyanagar. [
said, why not.I told them that we
renamed Faizabad as Ayodhya
and Allahabad as Prayagraj after
BJP came to power in Uttar
Pradesh. Then why can't
Hyderabad be Bhagyanagar?"
The Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister joins a long list of lead-

Yogi Adityanath in Hyderabad on Saturday. Express

ers deployed by the BJP to cam-
paign for the December 1 elec-

tions to the Greater Hyderabad
Municipal Corporation — from

Union Home Minister Amit Shah,
whois scheduled to visit the city
on Sunday, to party president J P
Nadda, Union minister Smriti
Irani, and youth wing president
Tejasvi Surya, who is known for
his inflammatory speeches.
Besides, the party has got
Bhupender Yadav, party general
secretary and its match-winner
inBihar, to camp in Hyderabad to
oversee the election work.
Never before has a municipal
election in Telangana or the erst-
while combined state of Andhra
Pradesh witnessed this degree of
attention. What makes it differ-
ent this time is the BJP's high-
pitch campaign, with the party
CONTINUEDONPAGE 4

Assam probe reveals
OTPs used to dupe
minority students

ABHISHEK ANGAD
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 28

M Operators of Customer Service
Points (CSPs), where bank ac-
counts can be opened and cash
withdrawn, purchase SIM cards
and mobile handsets in bulk.

B Usingalist of eligible students
provided by school principals
through middlemen, they apply
online for scholarships.

B With fake signatures, they
open bank accounts in the name
of beneficiaries, mostly in other
districts to avoid scrutiny.

THE —

SCHOLARSHIP
- ScaM —

B They link the scholarships to
these bank accounts using their
own mobile numbers.

B OTPs are generated and
money withdrawn, often with
the knowledge of local bank
staff.

In five steps, this is how the
Central Government's pre-
Matric scholarship for poor

CONTINUEDONPAGE 4

A rose, star, blue, pink: How a Covid-tainted area celebrates itself in masks

PAGE 1
ANCHOR

ADRIJAROYCHOWDHURY
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 28

“HAVE YOU seen the interiors of
the dome at Humayun’s Tomb?”
an excited Mehnaz Bano says
over the phone, going on to de-
scribe the variegated colours and
patterns that she draws inspira-
tion from for the masks she and
her friends make for their neigh-
bourhood of Nizamuddin Basti.

“There is firozi (blue), light
pink, the colour of sunflower,

and rose. We want to keep the
heritage of this area alive, and
want more people to learn about
it,” the 40-year-old says.

Since March, Mehnaz and
friends have produced close to
20,000 masks, 14,000 of these
given out for free.

At the beginning of the Covid-
19 pandemic, a gathering in the
Nizamuddin area known for the
Humayun's Tomb as well as the
shrine of Sufi saint Hazrat
Nizamuddin Auliya had emerged
asasuper-spreader. With the in-
cident given acommunal colour,
several people who attended the
Tablighi Jamaat gathering, in-
cluding from abroad, were

&The Indfan EXPRESS
Stories of
l Strength

slapped with cases.

The area has put the shadow
of those days behind, including
Mehnaz, one of the corona war-
riors that The Indian Express is
celebrating to mark the anniver-
sary of the 26/11 terror attacks
on Mumbai.

Every year since 2016, The
Indian Express has been marking
the 26/11 terror attacks with sto-
ries of strength and a public event

Stitching a mask, one of
14,000 given out for free, at
Insha-e-Noor in
Nizamuddin. Express
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showecasing the spirit of the sur-
vivors. This year, the ones who
most powerfully epitomise that
spirit are the corona warriors,
women and men leading the war
against Covid-19 —riskingall, so

that others can be secure.

The Indian Express captures
theirwork and spiritin this series,
followed by a special show to be
anchored by superstar Amitabh
Bachchan and telecast on Sunday,

New Delhi

November 29, at 8.30 pm on Star
Plus as well as digital streaming
service Hotstar. Union Health
Minister Harsh Vardhan is the
guest of honour,and Maharashtra
Chief Minister Uddhav Thackeray
is the chief guest.

Mehnaz and her husband live
in a single-room house in a lane
called the Bakery Wali Gali. For
more than a decade now, she has
been part of Insha-e-Noor, a
women'’s enterprise initiated by
the Aga Khan Trust for Culture
(AKTC), that has beenredevelop-
ing the Nizamuddin bastias well
as the 500-year-old Humayun’s
Tomb and Sunder Nursery.

“We take elements from the

floor, ceiling or lattices in
Humayun's Tomb and other
monuments in the area, like a
striking flower or the eight-
spoked star,” says Jyotsna Lal,
Director of Programmes at
Insha-e-Noor, adding that the
first masks the women's collec-
tive made were given out free to
sanitation workers, gardeners
and other workers in the area.
Zaidi Baji, a 48-year-old
member, says the biggest de-
fence against the coronavirusisa
mask. “We are trying to ensure
that no one is denied access to
masks because their pocket does
not allow it." The masks are
CONTINUEDON PAGE 4
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FABULOUS LIVES OF BOLLYWOOD WIVES REVIEW: REEKS OF DESPERATION

‘The Fabulous Lives of Bollywood Wives’ is highly predictable, artificial and rings hollow. Everything leaves a
bad taste in one’s mouth. Give it a miss. It's sad that it's 2020 and such shows are being made. Watch
‘Keeping up with the Kardashians’ instead.

EXPLAINED

ONEPLUSBUDS Z
REVIEW

OnePlus Buds Z costs
Rs 2,999 and is one of
the best options to buy

WHO WAS MOHSEN
FAKHRIZADEH?

Iran’s senior-most
nuclear scientist
assassinated on Friday

EXPRESS

Is Twitter cleaning

upitsact?

NEW EPISODE EVERYDAY

For a while now, the concerns that a lot of
people have made about Twitter is that of
addiction, toxicity and fake news. We talk
about how the platform affects its users
and what the steps that the company has
taken to address some of these issues

FROMPAGE ONE

Masks

placed at community toilets,
schools,and the community cen-
tre for people to take.

Insha-e-Noor was established
in 2008 as a skill training pro-
gramme for women of
Nizamuddin. Over the years,
more than 200 women from the
basti have been trained in embroi-
dery and stitching, with most of
their products using motifs in-
spired by the Mughal monu-
ments nearby. The idea was to
demonstrate that heritage con-
servation can be a stepping stone
for social and economic develop-
ment of the local community.

“Living amongst 700 years of
built heritage, less than 9 per cent
of women of Nizamuddin had
any economic opportunities,”
points out Ratish Nanda, CEO,
AKTC.

Lal says the Tablighi Jamaatin-
cident spurred on more of them
to contribute, anxious as they
were about their safety. “We
would hear so much about our
neighbourhood on TV and feel
very bad,” says Zaida. “But it also
made us aware that we had to
take extra precautions.”

The women are now prepar-
ing for digital marketing of their
products, with the tourists who
normally come to the areaabsent
this year.

Mehnaz says they make close
t080-100 masksaday. “Thave no-
ticed that almost every person in
Nizamuddin basti wears our
mask. It has the Insha-e-Noor tag
on it. It makes me feel so proud
that I could do something for the
people.”

Assam students

minority students wasillegally di-
verted in Assam over the last two
years, according to an inquiry re-
port by the director of the state's
minorities development board.

Official records show that the
Union Ministry of Minority
Affairs, which manages the schol-
arship scheme, disbursedRs 161.6
crore to Assam in 2019-20, the
second-highest after Rs 246.4
crore to UP. The state received Rs
60.91 crore in 2018-19.

The inquiry report, accessed
by The Indian Express, triggered
aninvestigation by the CID. “As of
now, we have arrested 29 people.
So far, we have found connivance
at the local level,” V V Rakesh
Reddy, SP, Assam CID, told The
Indian Express. Those arrested in-
clude middlemen, at least four
school principals and CSP opera-
tors -- the report links these op-
erators tolocal branches of at least
two PSU banks.

The contents of the probe re-
port mirror the findings of an in-
vestigation by The Indian Express,
which found that a similar nexus
illegally diverted the pre-Matric
scholarship for 2019-20 in
Jharkhand and Bihar, and also
roped in schools from Punjaband
Assam.

“Head Masters without the
knowledge of computer applica-
tions take help of people with
knowledge of computers for en-
try of all credentials of applicants.
The easiest accessible person with
computer knowledge in the vil-
lages are the Customer Service
Points (CSPs)..In most cases, the
headmasters and CSP operators
take a dishonest way to deprive
the students,” says the report.

While detailing the modus
operandi, the report says that in
many cases the money was si-
phoned off without the knowl-
edge of beneficiaries, and in oth-
ers, the students were given a
small portion of the money.

Under the scholarship, stu-
dents from Class 1 to 5 receive Rs
1,000 per year, and students of
Class 6 to 10 receive Rs 5,700 a
year if they are day scholars or Rs
10,700if they are in a hostel.

According to Mahmood
Hassan, the minorities board chief
whois also Assam's nodal officer
for the scholarship, the inquiry
was conducted in five districts,
and covered scholarships granted

in2018-19 and 2019-20.

These are some of his key find-

ings:
KARIMGAN]: For 2018-19, 280
beneficiaries from four schoolsin-
cluded 45 non-minority and 63
fake entries. Admitting to over-
sight, the Junior Assistant of the
District Elementary Education
Officer said he verified the appli-
cations since the DEEO was en-
gaged in NRCduty.

Goalpara: For 2019-20, Rs 67

lakh was disbursed to 632 bene-
ficiaries from three schools. One
head master said he distributed
only Rs 2,000-3,000 to each stu-
dent. “All accounts are opened
through CSP operators..through
‘fake signatures’ in connivance
with the Head Master... Itappears
that bank authorities were di-
rectly involved in thisirregularity
as the withdrawal of the money
took place even without the
knowledge of account holders...
that the accounts were opened
outside the district proves foul
play,” the report says.
DHUBRI: For 2019-20, 1,087 fake
beneficiaries received a total of Rs
1.14 crore via DBT. All the bank ac-
counts were opened in Kamrup
district. Dhubri's District Nodal
Officer said the beneficiaries in
three schools “are fake and no
genuine students...applied for
scholarship”.

In Darrang district, 744 bene-
ficiaries received payment of
around Rs 53 lakh through DBT
while five schools were used for
fake payments in Barpeta.

Speaking to The Sunday
Express, Hassan said his inquiry,
prompted by a number of com-
plaints, spanned three months. “1
came to know that most of the
bank accounts were opened in
otherdistricts. Then, I checked the
mobile numbers filled during the
application process and found
mostof them tobe inactive orout
of service. From there, I started
getting leads to the entire scam,”
he said.

Based on Hassan's complaint
and report, the CID registered an
FIR on August 28 under sections
related to cheating, forgery and
criminal conspiracy. The CID also
seized three laptops, 217 photo-
graphs, 104 bonafide certificates,
173 application formsand 11 bank
passbooks.

Tunnels

these tunnels have becomeacru-
cial route for militants carrying
arms and ammunition to launch
attacks in the Valley. “Detecting
tunnels ona200-km border with
considerable foliage and creeksis
not easy,” former BSF IG Rakesh
Sharma, who has held command
in the Jammu sector, told The
Indian Express.

The latest tunnel was three
feet wide and four feet high, with
the small opening reinforced with
sandbags. Security forces recov-
ered 11 AK assault rifles, 24 mag-
azines and 7.5 kg of RDX along
with 20 mof IED wire and six det-
onators from the slain militants.
They also found one Under Barrel
Grenade Launcher, 29 grenades,
five rifle grenades, three pistols
with six magazines, a wireless set
--and the GPS.

The previous discovery hap-
pened in the Galar area of Samba
sectoron August 27, when the soil
around the spot began sinking.
Just days earlier, the National
Investigation Agency (NIA) had
said in a chargesheet that the
Pulwama attackers of February
2019 had used a tunnel on the
Jammu border.

“Intrusion over ground has
become difficult since a robust
anti-infiltration grid, involving
trained and alert manpower and
state-of-the-art technology, has
taken shape in the past decade.
That is why terrorists now use
subterranean methods,” said for-
mer IG Sharma.

According to BSF officers, the
first such route to be discovered
wasonMarch 12,1997,in Punjab,
when the 70th Battalion discov-
ered a 116-ft-long tunnel of two-
and-a-half-feet diameter in the

turnout to establish its claim as
the mainstream voice.

In Kashmir, long queues
were witnessed at some booths
in Kupwara, Sumbal and
Tangmarg, while others were
deserted. Khansahib in central
Kashmir’s Budgam polled the
most, with 57 per cent, while the
least was recorded in Achgooza
constituency of south Kashmir,
with six per cent.

Overall, Budgam had the
highest turnout of 56.9 per cent
in Kashmir, followed by
Kupwara (50.74), Ganderbal
(48.60) and Shopian (42.5). In
Jammu, Reasi topped with 74.6
per cent, followed by Rajouri
(70.5), Poonch (68.69) and
Samba (68.61).

At the Dogripora school in
Kupwara’s Kalaroos con-
stituency, where six candidates
are in the fray, 257 out of 397
votes had been polled by 1 pm.

vaccine, but SII CEO Adar
Poonawalla said the “confusion”
was unlikely to affect the fate of
the vaccine in India, or even in
other countries. Poonawalla
ruled out additional testing of
thevaccinein light of this ‘error’.

“There was abit of confusion
in the communication, which
will be explained in the coming
days. But that is not going to af-
fect the emergency-use licence
for the vaccine in the UK, and
should not affect that in India at
all,” he said, adding, “We are in
the process of applying for an
emergency-use licence in India
inthe nexttwoweeks.” Sl is still
to announce results from its
combined Phase-2 and Phase-3
testing of the vaccine. Ithad ear-
lier said that this could be ex-

“lamsupporting the alliance be-
cause they have come together
for us. People have come out to
vote because they want to keep
the BJP away,” said Abdul Ahad,
a70-year-old shopkeeper.

But at a school at Damhal
Hanjipora of Kulgam in south
Kashmir, there was just atrickle
of voters. Among the few that
turned out to vote was 70-year-
old Abdul Rehman who re-
flected the fatigue among the
older generation and the will-
ingness to try out a new system
that promises to bring gover-
nance a step closer.

“I' have voted for whoever I
thought was the most promis-
ing candidate in every election.
[ have heard their promises, |
have also heard their excuses.
But I still live in a dilapidated
houseandIknowIwilldieinit,”
he said, supporting himself with
awalking stick fashioned out of

pected sometime in December.
Alicence foremergency use can
be granted by India’s drugregu-
lator if it is satisfied, even from
preliminary results, that the vac-
cineis effective in preventing the
disease. Afull authorisation can
be given only after the comple-
tion of the trials and assessment
of the data generated fromit.

A statement issued by the
Prime Minister's Office said
Modi, during his visit to the vac-
cinefacilities, stressed that India
considered these vaccines “as
notonlyvital togood health but
also as global good” and that it
was “India’s duty to assist other
countries, including the nations
in our neighbourhood, in the
collective fight against the virus”.

“The Prime Minister ex-

Day 1 of political test in Valley
sees turnout of 40.6 per cent

atree branch.

The younger voices spoke of
resentment against the BJP at
the Centre. There is no BJP can-
didate at Damhal Hanjipora --
three party workers were killed
in Kupwara in a militant attack
on October 30. They were not
too keen on the Altaf Bukhari-
led J&K Apni Party, either, which
is being linked to the BJP.

“Most people of my age here
are not voting. But this time, itis
critical to lend support to the
mainstream and keep the BJP
out,” said Imtiyaz, who identi-
fied himselfasa college student
but declined to disclose his full
name. For several voters, these
elections also hold out hope.
“Earlier, we had to take our is-
sues to thelocal MLA. They were
notalways accessible. This elec-
tion brings the elected represen-
tative closer to me. They are lo-
cal and they will not run off to

PM visits vaccine facilities

pressed pride in the fact that
India’s indigenous vaccine de-
velopment has progressed at
such a rapid pace so far. He
spoke on how India is following
sound principles of science in
the entire journey of vaccine de-
velopment, while also asking for
suggestions to make the vaccine
distribution process better,” the
statement said.

SII's Adar Poonawalla, speak-
ingatavirtual press conference
after Modi’s visit, said it was im-
portant thatall the necessary in-
formation about vaccine devel-
opment is put out in a
transparent manner, so that
people have confidence in the
vaccines.

“In these times of vaccine
hesitancy, we need to send out

Srinagar to live in government
bungalows. That's the hope, at
least,” said Farooq Ahmad, 42,
an apple orchard worker.

The first phase also wit-
nessed a few glitches in the
Valley. With ballot papers being
used for the DDC elections as
well as the panchayat bypolls,
there was confusion among vot-
ers. “Polling staff assisted voters
in identifying the right ballot
boxes for the two sets,” said a
poll official, speaking on condi-
tion of anonymity.

There were lapses in some
booths about the Covid proto-
col. Despite signages pointing to
the use of masks, several polling
officials were seen without
them. “We thought we would
be provided with masks here.
But we didn’t find any Covid
arrangement. There were no
masks or hand sanitisers,” said
apolling agent in Kalaroos.

the right messages and not cre-
ate doubts in the minds of the
people,” he said. He stressed that
the Oxford University vaccine
was “a good one” and effective
against the disease.

“There were zero hospitali-
sations amongst those who took
the vaccine (during trials).. The
vaccine can be transported at
normal refrigerator tempera-
tures, unlike some of the other
candidates that require extreme
cold storage,” he said.

“At present, we do not have
anything in writing from the
government on how many
doses will be purchased, but
there are indications from the
Health Ministry thatit would be
in the range of 300 to 400 mil-
lion doses by July 2021,” he said.

Amritsar sector.

The nextyear,asimilar tunnel
was spotted in the same sector.
And the year after, a more elabo-
rate tunnel, 170m long and three
feet in diameter, was found in
Gurdaspur. Another tunnel was
foundin 2001 near Chountra, also
in Gurdaspur — 90m long and
three feet in diameter. The last
tunnel in Punjab was discovered
in2003 in Ferozpur, with alength
of 50mand height of just two feet.

“Those days, tunnels were not
very deep and did not have
enough space. Anything less than
three feet high will force you to
crawl, which can become difficult
over distances,” said a senior offi-
cer.

According to Intelligence
sources, these tunnels were ini-
tially dug by a Pakistani gold and
narcotics smuggler, Jacka Masih
alias Jacka Isai. “But he was later
roped in by Pakistani forces. Even
now, we find his signature on
some tunnels. But modern-day
tunnels, largely found in Jammu,
have signs of engineering inputs
by Pakistan Rangers,” the officer
said.

On July 22, 2012, the BSF
stumbled upon the first tunnel
along the Jammu border, at
Chillayari in Samba. According to
officers, it remains the most “so-
phisticated” tunnel found so far -
-255mlong, 2.5 ft wide and 5 ft
high, enough for infiltrators to
walkacross. It was dug ata depth
of 25 feet and reinforced with
wooden planks, with small pipes
leading to the surface for air.

“The Punjabborder got fenced
inthe wake of the militancy inthe
1980s, but the Jammu borderwas
not. So, through the peak of
Kashmir militancy, you could just
walk across if you managed to
hoodwink the patrol. Butonce the

Jammu border was fenced, tun-
nels became a resource for infil-
tration,” another officer said.

The nexttunnel, 50 ftlong but
just two feet high, was found in
Jammu in 2016, followed by a
similar discovery the same year.
Two small tunnels were discov-
ered in 2017 and, after a gap of
three years, two more in 2020.
“The last two were more sophis-
ticated... Most tunnels are found
in the Samba sector because of
the bushy terrain. Due to the
abundance of creeks, the soil is
soft and makes digging easier,”
said an officer.

Over the years, the Jammu
border has been reinforced with
anti-infiltration checks, such as
flood lights, thermal imaging
cameras, laser beams over creeks
and high-resolution surveillance.
“But there is no technology to de-
tecttunnels,” said a senior officer.

Following the 2012 discovery,
the Ministry of Home Affairs
tested tech to track tunnels. “An
Israeli company’s ground sensors
were tried out. The company
claimed it could detect seismicvi-
brations. But we found it was ef-
fective only up to a depth of one-
two metres,” an official said.

Trilateral meet

This mechanism has been re-
vived after six years — past meet-
ings were held in Maldives
(October 2011), Sri Lanka (July
2013)and India (March 2014).

Sources told The Indian Express
that it was Doval's initiative toin-
clude “common security threats”
of terrorism and extremism
among other areas, and Sri
Lanka’s Defence Secretary Maj
Gen (Retd) Kamal Gunaratne and
Maldives Defence Minister
Mariya Didi readily agreed.

The deputy NSAs have been

tasked to carry forward the
agendadiscussed at the meeting,
and they will meet twice a year.

Ajoint statement issued after
the meeting on Saturday said the
“past deliberations and outcomes
have helped the three countries
in improving close coordination
inmaritime security of the region.
These were supplemented by
deputy NSA level meetings for
sustained engagements and im-
plementation of the discussions
at the NSA level meetings”.

It said that “recognising the
significance of the forum for pro-
moting meaningful cooperation
in the Indian Ocean region on
common issues pertaining to
maritime security, the three
countries took stock of the current
maritime security environment
in the region, and discussed mu-
tual cooperation in the areas of
maritime domainawareness, hu-
manitarian assistance and disas-
ter relief, joint exercises, capacity
building, maritime security and
threats, marine pollution and
maritime underwater heritage.”

This is important since India
has been concerned over the in-
creased aggressive behaviour by
China in the Indo-Pacific region.

Senior  officials  from
Seychelles and Mauritius joined
the trilateral meeting through
video-conferencing, as they were
invited as “observers”. External
Affairs Minister S Jaishankar is in
Seychelles to meet the new polit-
ical leadership, as India develops
a strategically-important project
on the Assumption island.

The joint statement said the
heads of delegations “agreed to
meet regularly to share, discuss
and ensure timely implementa-
tion of the decisions taken in the
meeting”. “They also decided to
hold deputy NSA level working

group meetings, biannually for
cooperationatoperational level,”
itsaid.

Doval, who arrived in
Colombo on Friday, met Maldives
Defence Minister Didi and dis-
cussed deepening the bilateral
partnership. On Saturday, he
called on Sri Lankan President
Gotabaya Rajapaksa.

Hyderabad

rolling out its heaviest artillery
ahead of the polls.

This is the first time that the
BJP — which holds just four seats
inthe present municipality — has
emerged as a key contender
against the ruling Telangana
Rashtra Samithi (TRS) in the
GHMLC election. The TRS, which
swept the 2016 polls it contested
in alliance with Asaduddin
Owaisi's AIMIM, holds 99 out of
150 seats. The AIMIM has 44,
Congress 2 and the TDP 1.

However, a lot has changed
since 2016. While the TRS swept
the Assembly elections in
December 2018, in the Lok Sabha
polls of 2019, the party lost four
crucial seats to the BJP. The BJP,
emboldened more recently by its
winin the bypollin Dubbaka (ear-
lier a TRS stronghold) earlier this
month, has decided to go all out
in the GHMC polls.

The challenge from the BJP has
even forced the TRS to delink it-
self from the AIMIM, which has
an almost impenetrable hold on
the Walled City's 44 wards. The
Congress, meanwhile, has been
swept aside by the high-octane
campaign of the TRS, BJP and
AIMIM.

For the BJP, winning the
GHMC is linked to a larger ideo-
logical battle. The party, which
links Hyderabad to its Muslim
identity, AIMIM and the Owaisi

New Delhi

family, is looking for an opportu-
nity to take the fight to the AIMIM
camp.

The BJP's firebrand leaders
miss no opportunity to link
Hyderabad and Owaisis to the
razakars, the Nizam's powerful
private militia. Party leaders say
the AIMIM's attempt to grow out-
side the state — including the re-
cent Bihar elections, in which
Owaisi's party won five seats —
needs tobe checked in his strong-
hold Hyderabad.

Speaking in Hyderabad last
week, Surya said, "If you vote for
Owaisi here, he becomes strong
in Uttar Pradesh, Bihar,
Maharashtra, Muslim localitiesin
Karnataka..Who is Owaisi?
Owaisiis Jinnah's new avatar. We
must defeat him. Every single vote
you give BJP is a vote for Bharat,
Hindutva, to make the country
stronger. A vote for Owaisi... is a
vote against India and everything
that India stands for."

The party also sees the GHMC
election as an opportunity to test
its strategy for a bigger battle for
the state and beyond.

The BJP, which now has two
MLAs and four MPs from
Telangana, is eyeing the 24
Assembly and four Lok Sabha
constituencies thatare part of the
GHMCarea.

“For the BJP, there's nothing to
lose. Whatever we win in this
GHMC will be a big achievement
asit helps the party to have agood
start for the next Assembly elec-
tion. BJP wants to emerge as the
alternative force in Telangana,” a
senior party leader said.

The GHMC is also part of the
party's larger strategy to emerge
asapolitical force in the southern
states. Apart from Karnataka, the
BJP does not have much of a pres-
ence in Andhra Pradesh,
Telangana, Tamil Nadu and Kerala.

Evenbefore the 2019 election,
the BJP had prepared a blueprint
forits South Mission, focussing on
Telangana and Tamil Nadu. With
the party anticipating that anti-
incumbency could affect its
chances in Tamil Nadu, where it
is fighting elections with the rul-
ing AIADMK, Telanganaisits best
bet, said a senior BJP leader.

While talking about the signif-
icance of the GHMC election for
the party, BJP general secretary
Bhupender Yadav told The Indian
Express, “This is an election affect-
ing one-third of the state and its
people. We want to make
Hyderabad an international city
and make it a model for others.
We are fighting for a good and
clean administration and we
want to fight the corruption of the
TRS.” The party, he added, is keen
to “expand at the grassroot level
in southern parts also.”

The BJP's estimates are that
the party could win anywhere be-
tween 25 and 50 seats. “If we are
able to win more than 45, the BJP
could even be the largest party in
the corporation. We can also
weaken the AIMIM, which has a
significant support base in
Hyderabad,” Yadav said.

The TRS and the AIMIM have,
however, dismissed the BJP's
push.

Said P Pavani Reddy, TRS cor-
porator from Dr A S Rao Nagar
ward, "I haven't seen this kind of
political heat in Hyderabad even
during Assembly elections. The
BJPhasraised the pitch toadiffer-
ent level. Of course, TRS will win
comfortably. People of Hyderabad
want to live peacefully, not be di-
vided on communal lines.”

"They are making so much
noise, but during the floods last
month, where wasthe BJP? [don’t
think their strategy todivide peo-
ple on communal lines will work
here," said AIMIM corporator
Mirza Mustafa Baig.

Farmers camp

country have come to the border
of Delhi. For this reason, farmers
have gathered on the two major
highways connecting Punjab,
near the border of Delhi since yes-
terday,” he said.

“Farmers are also facing many

problems due to heavy cold, as
wellascommuters are also facing
problems. Therefore, | humbly ap-
peal to the farmer brothers that
the government has made a
proper arrangement for you in
Burari, where you can hold
protests,” the Home Minister said.

“The Government has made
arrangements for water, toilets
and medical care, so that farmers
do not face any inconvenience.
You will also be given police per-
mission to protestinademocratic
and peaceful manner on this
ground,” Shah said.

The Home Minister also spoke
to afew farmers' leaders, includ-
ing Joginder Singh Ugrahan. “He
urged us tonot seal the borders of
Delhi and instead go to Burari. We
understand thatblocking borders
is causing inconvenience to peo-
ple, but we are not ready to move
to Burari. The Home Minister
should allow usto protestat Jantar
Mantar, whichis where everyone
lodges their protest... why can‘twe
do the same?" Singh told The
Indian Express.

Swaraj India founder,
Yogendra Yadav, whois partof the
seven-member Samyukt Kisan
Morcha, the umbrella body of
over three dozen farmer organi-
sations, said: “All the organisa-
tions coming in from Punjab shall
be holding a meeting..
Subsequently, the Samyukt Kisan
Morcha shall hold another meet-
ing and take a call. We will an-
nounce our decision Sunday.”

Shah's offer came after theJJP,
whichisBJP's keyallyin Haryana,
urged the Centre to hold talks im-
mediately instead of waiting till
December 3. “...the talks should
be held today itself by calling all
the farmer organisations and their
doubts should be cleared. And all
the problems of the farmers
should beresolved,” said Digvijay
Chautala, younger brother of
Deputy Chief Minister Dushyant
Chautala.

In a statement, Amarinder
Singh said: “Only by sitting across
the table can both sides come to
asolution to the problem. Farmers
had already won half the battle by
bringing the Union Government
to the negotiating table without
further delay...I and my govern-
ment are prepared to extend our
full support to these negotiations,
and are willing to mediate in the
collective interest of all.”

Through Saturday, the farm-
ers stayed put at Delhi's borders
despite police granting permis-
sion to move their protest to
Burari’s Nirankari ground. Apart
from the Singhu and Tikri border
points, where farmers from
Punjab have gathered, protesters
arrived at the Ghazipur border
with UPin the afternoon.

In his statement, Shah said
thatdetailed discussions on farm-
ers’ problems were held on
November 13. “I appeal to the
farmers that a delegation of farm-
ers has been invited by the
Government for detailed talks on
your problems on December 3 in
Delhi," he said.

Union Agriculture Minister
Narendra Singh Tomar also reit-
erated that the Government is
ready to hold talks. Expressing
hope that farmers' representa-
tives will join the discussion on
December 3, he said away will be
found through the dialogue.

Meanwhile, eight Opposition
parties issued a joint statement
that called on the Centre to ad-
dress the “concerns” of the
protesting farmers. However, the
Congress was not among the
eight. Apart from NCP chief
Sharad Pawar, DMK's T R Baalu,
CPM general secretary Sitaram
Yechury and CPI's DRaja, they in-
cluded leaders of RJD, CPI (ML),
RSP and Forward Bloc.

Tomar, however; hitoutat the
Opposition for “doing politics in
the name of farmers”. “If they
want to do politics then they
should do politics in their own
name, there should not be politics
in the name of farmers,” he said.

WITHMANOJCGIN
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Denied bidi,
three men kill
labourer

New Delhi: A 49-year-old
labourer was allegedly
killed by three men in
Shaheen Bagh after he re-
fused to give them a ‘bidji".
Police said the deceased,
Siddiqui, was sitting with
his friend when the ac-
cused approached him
asking for a bidi. According
to police, when he refused,
the accused thrashed
Siddiqui and his friend,
and later took skewers
from a restaurant and
stabbed him. Police said
they have arrested all
three accused.

Gopal Rai’'s

Environment Minister
Gopal Rai, who was found
Covid-19 positive and ad-
mitted to Max Saket
Hospital Thursday, is now
stable, an official in his of-
fice said. Rai's oxygen sat-
uration levels are normal,
the official added.

14,000 fined
in Faridabad

Gurgaon: Faridabad Police
has penalised nearly 14,000
people for violating Covid
norms, with officials saying

for duping

New Delhi: Two men have
been arrested from
southeast Delhi for al-
legedly posing as employ-
ees of a finance company
and taking away motor-
cycles from people on the
pretext of non-payment
of installments of their
loan, police said on
Saturday. The accused,
Vijay Kumar (22) and
Satpal Singh (28), worked
briefly for a finance com-
pany but six months ago,
they quit their jobs. They
used customer data from
the firm to target those
who had missed loan in-
stallments.

2 Delhicops
among 9 held

Noida: Nine people, in-
cluding two Delhi Police
constables, were arrested
on Saturday for allegedly
being part of a racket in-
volving impersonators of
candidates for various
government recruitment
exams, officials said. PTI

FARMER PROTEST

After push and pull, wait and watch

As farmers from UP join march, protesters choose to stay put at borders instead of heading to Burari

AMILBHATNAGAR,
SUKRITABARUAH,
JIGNASA SINHA &
SUKHBIR SIWACH
NEW DELHI, CHANDIGARH,
NOVEMBER 28

FARMERS STAYED put at the
gates of the capital Saturday,
choosing to wait instead of push-
ing forward, unlike a day earlier
when they had been involved in
clashes with police personnel try-
ing to stop their entry into Delhi.
Despite police eventually grant-
ing permission to the farmers to
move their protest to Burari’s
Nirankari ground, most remained
averse to the idea. While some

Ramlila Ground or Jantar Mantar.

Onthe third day of the protest,
apart from Singhu and Tikri
where farmers from Punjab have
gathered, farmers also arrived at
Ghazipur border with Uttar
Pradesh. Affiliated with the
Bharatiya Kisan Union, most
hailed from Western UP villages.

At 3:20 pm, this number in-
creased to a few hundred with
the arrival of tractors and cars.
Even as the first few lines of trac-
tors broke through barricades, the
gathering eventually decided to
sit under the Ghazipur flyover.

Many said their aim was to as-
semble at Jantar Mantar.

Mantar," said Alok Singh, who
had come from Amroha.
The leader of this group of

farmers, Rakesh Tikait, said they
would remain at Ghazipur bor-
der “until further developments”.

At Singhu, which saw lathi
charge, water cannons and tear
gas shelling on Friday, Saturday
was a sharp contrast.

Among the protesters, who
numbered more than 4,000,
were some from as far as Wagah
and Atari borders, who said it took
them three days toreach the cap-
ita'sdoorstep. They said they had
supplies to last them months.

Said 72-year-old retired
Armyman Balkar Singh from a

and farmers came face to face,
Saturday saw the protest shifting
further away from police barri-

cades —abarbed wire was placed
on the road by farmers them-
selves to demarcate a protesting
area. Five-six men managed the
passage of people to prevent any-
one from moving towards the po-
lice so things remained peaceful.

Around 5 km away, at
Nirankari ground, just 200 farm-
ers had gathered until Saturday
afternoon. "If the farmers are
within Delhi jurisdiction, we will
make arrangements for themand
ensure facilities are provided. At
Nirankari ground, toilets have
been readied and arrangements

farmers chose not to move for-
ward, unhappy with the protest
location offered to them.

Capital’s EV policy set to cover
battery-operated bicycles too

—_ T Fy

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 28

THE DELHI electric vehicle (EV)
policy is being revised toinclude
the segment of battery-operated
bicycles, both in the passenger
and cargo category, with the gov-
ernment proposing to offer in-
centives on their purchase, a
perk that already covers e-bikes
and e-cars.

on November 19, three months
after the EV policy was notified.
The proposed new segment on
bicycles has not been notified
yet, but officials said it is likely to
be done soon.

According to the draft, a ve-
hicle will be considered a pas-
senger electric bicycle if it is an
electrically-assisted pedal cycle
with a motor, having a maxi-
mum speed of 25 km per hour.

"A purchase incentive of 25
per cent of the maximum retail
price up to a maximum of Rs

5,000 per vehicle will be pro-
vided to buyers of passenger e-
cycles with a fixed additional in-
centive of Rs 2,000 to the first
10,000 e-cycles," reads the draft.

The incentive will be avail-
able to individual buyers as well
as bicycle-sharing service
providers. The incentive policy
will also cover cargo e-cycles,
which can be either two-
wheeled or three-wheeled
‘trike’, says the proposal.

In case of cargo cycles, the
purchase incentive will be
higher at 33 per cent of the max-
imum retail price or maximum
Rs 15,000. An e-cycle will be con-
sidered the equivalent of a nor-
mal bicycle and will be allowed
to use cycle lanes, wherever
available.

However, most dedicated cy-
cle paths in the city are either
broken, taken over by motor-
bikes or used as parking spots.

atleast 25 per cent of all new ve-
hicle registrations in the capital.
It aims to help achieve the tran-
sition of at least 50 per cent of all
two-wheelers engaged in last
mile delivery to the electric seg-
ment.

In case of electric two-wheel-
ers, the maximum incentive has
been fixed atRs 30,000, while in
case of e-cars itis up toRs 1.5
lakh per vehicle. An amount of
up to Rs 30,000 is the incentive
for purchase of battery-run auto
rickshaws.

NEAREST GOVT FACILITY WAS AN HOUR AWAY EARLIER

For Pataudi’s pregnant women, a boon:
Hospital closer home now offers C-section

SAKSHIDAYAL
GURGAON, NOVEMBER 28

WHEN 23-YEAR-OLD Manisha,
aresident of Pataudi’s Khor vil-
lage, gave birth to her first child
in 2018, the delivery was pre-
ceded by hours of worry and a
20-km journey to a private hos-
pital in Rewari on a bike. When
she gave birth to her second
child Tuesday, the process was
smoother as she became among
the first few women to give birth
by caesarean section at Pataudi’s
Civil Hospital. The caesarean op-
eration facility was started at the
hospital this week.

Speaking to The Indian
Express, Manisha said, “When
approached my due date in
2018, my husband took me to
the Civil Hospital to consult the
doctors and admit me. However,

The caesarean operation facility was started this week

when they examined me they
said I would need an operation
because the baby was not mov-
ing and I had reached my due
date. Since the Pataudi hospital
did not have that facility, they re-
ferred me to the Civil Hospital in
Gurgaon.”

Since that was over an hour
away, Manisha and her husband

Joginder, a daily wage labourer,
decided to drive to Rewari in-
stead, located 40 minutes away.
They spent their family’s savings
on the operation at a private
hospital to bring their first
daughter safely to the world.
“This time, the doctors had
told me earlier thatI would need
to undergo an operation but the

big relief was I would not have
to go anywhere else. | was in
great discomfort when we had
to travel to Rewari the last time,
and also very worried about my
child and what would happen
because of the delay. The
process was much smoother
this time; I gave birth to our sec-
ond daughter without any prob-
lems,” said Manisha.

Manisha is one of the four
women who have given birth at
the hospital using the newly
commenced facility this week.
According to officials, despite
the hospital having been around
for more than 50 years, resi-
dents had to travel to either pri-
vate hospitals in Rewari or the
Civil Hospital in Gurgaon to un-
dergo the surgery.

“We started preparing for
this facility in August. The hos-
pital had an operation theatre

Said Nasib Singh (66), a
farmer from Punjab, “We know
there are a lot of us but we didn’t
come here to be treated like ani-
mals. Police misbehaved with us
and tried to shift us to Burari. We
requested police to take us to
Jantar Mantar or RamlilaMaidan
but they refused and barricaded
the area again." More than 300
trucks and tractors remained
parked on the Haryanaside of the
border as farmers waited for
more to join them.

Said a senior police officer,
“We are ready to open barricades

pelted stones at us. Now, they are
not doing any such thing."
During the day, some farmers

rested in their trucks while oth-
ers shouted slogans against the
farm laws and the Centre. Agroup
of farmers also helped com-
muters cross the border by re-
moving roadblocks.

"There arealot of people who
have to go for work or reach
home. We have removed two-
three roadblocks and are helping
people cross the border," said
Manpreet, a farmer from Moga.

Meanwhile, Haryana Deputy
CM Dushyant Chautala's
Jananayak Janata Party (JJP)
Saturday urged the Centre to
hold talks with farmers immedi-
ately instead of waiting until
December 3.

“Not December 3 but the

should be resolved,” said
Digvijay Chautala, younger
brother of Dushyant and a sen-
ior JJP leader.

“The episode we saw during
the past two days through TV
channels has caused hurt in the
heart of almost every citizen of
Hindustan,” he said. “For the past
two days, the farmers especially
from Haryana and Punjab are
marching towards Delhi. By com-
ingon the roads, thousands-lakhs
of farmers are presenting their
demands before the government.
There’s intense cold in the
evening. There should not be fur-
ther delay in the talks as you have

and Modi ji that the central gov-
ernment will resolve this entire
matter very soon,” Digvijay said.

New hockey turf at govt school

New Delhi: Deputy Chief
Minister Manish Sisodia inaugu-
rated a new hockey astro-turf at
a West Delhi government
schools on Saturday.

The astro-turf at Sarvodaya
Bal Vidyalaya in Ashok Nagar is
one of four such hockey turfs be-
ing constructed by the Delhi gov-
ernment, with two previously
built in Ghumanhera and Jhilmil.

Sisodia said the project to

build the turf cost Rs 5.78 crore.
“If the players get an opportunity
to play on this ground, then I'll
consider this money recovered.
But if no talented player plays
here, or emerges out of here,
then it’s all in vain. This is why I
believe it is the responsibility of
the school and sports officials to
ensure players are able to use
this ground and its facilities,” he
said at the inauguration. ENS

At Azadpur Mandi Saturday. Amit Mehra

Azadpur Mandi feels
pinch, traders hint at
fruit and vegetable

ASHNABUTANI
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 28

FARMER PROTESTS at Delhi'’s bor-
ders began to have aripple effect
on Azadpur Mandi, the city’s
largest, Saturday as arrival of fresh
fruits and vegetables saw a dip.
With border curbs in place
and fewer trucks entering Delhi,
traders cautioned thatif the situ-
ation were to continue, prices of
fruits and vegetables could go up.
With a two-day-old stock of
Kashmiri apples, Sahil Ali (20)
said: “Since apples come from
Kashmir via Haryana, we have
notbeen getting new stock for the

ing to sell whatever we have.”
Though trucks carrying food
items were allowed into Delhi,
some were wary of the journey
fearing blockades or traffic snarls.
Rahul (27), a truck driver, said,
“We transport onions from Alwar
to Delhi and come via the
Kapashera border. Our journey
normally takes 1 hour at night but
for the last two days, we have
been getting stuck for 4-5 hours.”
Another truck driver said that
drivers are apprehensive of being
stopped at the border for long,
which could risk the stock rotting.
On Friday and Saturday, the
mandi recorded slightly fewer ar-
rivals. According to Azadpur

Condition said they would wait for their talks should be held today . .
numbers to swell and leaders to (Saturday)itself by calling all the
Sta b Ie join them before moving forward, farmer organisations and their prlC e S gO lng up
others wanted permission to doubts should be cleared. And all
New Delhi: Delhi protest at the higher profile At Ghazipur, Saturday. Farmers from Western UP also joined the protests. Gajendra Yadav the problems of the farmers Agriculture Produce Market

Committee data, 8,983 tonnes of
fruits and vegetables entered the
mandi Friday, while on Saturday,
it recorded 8,542 tonnes. Earlier
in the week, the mandi saw over
11,000 tonnes of fruits and veg-
etables every day.

Among vegetables, sellers
worried most about potato sup-
ply. Vishal Bhagat (21), a vendor,
said, “What we are selling now is
from our old stock since fresh
stock hasn’t arrived. We do not
know if they are stuck at the bor-
der or if supply is short because
of the protests. The potatoes
come from Punjab.”

The average daily quantity of

that 13,958 people have “Farmers of this country are  border village in Tarn Tarn: “We  forfood arebeingmade.Thecen-  and escort them to Nirankari.  shown positivity fortalkssofarm-  pasttwodays.” Heexplainedthat ~ potatoes received in the last four
been fined and a sum of the annadata. What has been  will stay till we are heard. Beit  tral government should nottake = They don’t wish to go and have  ersdon’t face difficulties.” asthe productgetsolder; hisprofit ~ days was 1,263 tonnes, while on
Rs69,79,000 collected from happening forthelasttwodaysis ~ Armymen, farmers or any other  this on their ego," said AAP MLA  decided to protest here till their “This government is sympa-  marginreduces. Afterselling5kg  Saturday, 783.5 tonnes arrived.
them. ENS brutality by the government.We  profession, this government has  Raghav Chadha, who visited the  leaders come and guide them. thetictothe farmers. That'swhyl  of apples at noon, he said, “On The arrival of fruit and veg-
have gathered in solidarity with  gone after everyone.” ground Saturday. Yesterday, they removed thebar-  hope from the Union Agriculture  days like these, we are not trying  etable sellers from NCR who visit
2 a rrested themand our destination s Jantar Unlike on Friday when police At the Tikri border area too,  ricades and roadblocks and also  Minister, the central government ~ to make profits. We are just try-  the mandi to make purchasesalso

appeared to have slowed down.
With 75 bags of cauliflower, each
with 25-30 kg, Ravinder Sharma
(42) waited for buyers. He said,
“Individuals and shopkeepers
from other markets buy products
from us. I do not know if it is be-
cause of arise in Covid cases or the
situation at the border, but no-
body has been buying in the last
two-three days.” Similarly, Sheikh
Arman, 25, who sells imported
dates, said, “We depend on other
sellers to buy from us. When peo-
ple are not coming to buy potatoes
and onions, who will come tobuy
dry fruits? The problem will only
be solvedif the farmers’ demands
are heard.”

Lawyer points to ‘vicious media campaign’,

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 28

A DELHI court has allowed for-
mer JNU student Umar Khalid's
application to supply his
lawyers with a soft copy of the
chargesheet on Saturday, in-
stead of the designated date on
December 2.

Khalid's lawyer, Trideep Pais,
had moved the application and
told the court that there has
been a vicious media campaign

against his client in various
newspapers and media chan-
nels, claiming that these outlets
are quoting from the
chargesheet in its reports
against Khalid.

He pointed out that he is yet
to receive a copy of the same “to
either defend himself in the
media trial or the narrative be-
ing built”.

Special public prosecutor
Amit Prasad told the court that
he does not accept any of the al-
legations made by Pais but

Man shot at after
row over bench

New Delhi: A 23-year-old man
was severely injured after agroup
of three menallegedly fired a bul-
let at him in a park in Janakpuri.
Police said the victim was sitting
on the bench when the accused
fought with himover it.Heis cur-
rently stable, police said. ENS

Charged under UAPA
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added that he has no objection
if the copy of the chargesheet is
supplied.

In his order, Additional
Sessions Judge Amitabh Rawat
said, "However without (going)
into the allegations/counter al-
legations, after hearing the ar-
guments today, the court feels
thatit would be in the fitness of
things to allow the present ap-
plications if so far as the prayer
of providing the soft copy of the
chargesheet in the form of a pen
drive is concerned.”

but we had to procure acces-
sories such as OT table, OT lights,
equipment and medicines. The
hospital also lacked an anaes-
thetist, who we have now
hired,” said Dr Jyoti Dabas, gy-
naecologist and Lady Medical
Officer (LMO) at the Civil
Hospital.

In the same hospital, another
woman undergoing a caesarean
was 25-year-old Kajal, a resident
of Pataudi, whose husband
Yogesh works at a private com-
pany in Manesar.

“The doctors told us there
would be some complications
since there was not enough
space for my wife to deliver the
baby naturally. They recom-
mended a surgery as the safest
way, and fortunately for us this
facility was available at the hos-
pital itself,” said Yogesh, whose
daughter was born on Tuesday.

Col. Sanjay Kishore (Retd.)
26.05.1957 — 26.11.2020

With a sense of profound grief and
sorrow we inform you the demise
of our beloved Col. Sanjay Kishore
(Retd.) of the Mechanised Infantry.

He is survived by his
Nirupama Kishore (Wife)
Shriya Kishore (Daughter)

Divij Kishore (Son)
Dheeraj Mehta (Son-in-Law)
Forever loved...

Deeply missed & Mourned by
family and friends.

New Delhi

KLUMARHATTI-SGLAN (WP}, 47 3-228
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EXTENSION in DATE of

ADMISSION/ENTRANGE TEST

=11 2020,

(for Ph.D.PROGRAMME)

Last date for receipt of Applications for Admission o
Pril Programme in Microblologylanatamy!Biochamistrgl
Pharmacolegy/Physiology (Maedical) has baen esfondes upln
16122020 and ENTRANCE TEST in OMNLIME mode shai ke held
amn 18123020 al 11 AM followed by ONLINE imiervioe an
18u42:2020. fvadaniity of PROSPECTUS as already nalified an

REGISTRAR

Ph. : S1TS2-200224, 260267, 260468 WobsHo: wewmmusolan.org

M: 3389474504, 09834 72450506

Emall : infpgmmusolan.ong

ARE YOU IN SEARCH OF A BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY
IN HOSPITALITY SECTOR OUT OF INDIA ...? HERE IS THE OFFER

HOTEL CH CABO DE GATA

Los Muertos Beach in Carboneras (Almeria), Spain.

. .
Inviting offers either for OWNERS

Welcome to Paradise of Earth,
Hotel Ch Cabo De Gata which
has strength to make you
personalized by offering outdoor
Swimming pool, Spa, Jacuzzi,
Two restaurants having varieties
of delicious dishes and each and
every luxuries at one place.

Implavsible Beauty in Almeria, Spain
HIP / PARTNERSHIP or LEASE CONTRACT

to run the ongoing, well occupancies 4 Star HOTEL BUSINESS

near Los Muertos Beach in Carboneras (Almeria), SPAIN

For more details visit https://www.hotelchcabodegata.com
E Mail : nikita@hotelchcabodegata.com, neel@hotelchcabodegata
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Classifieds

PERSONAL
I, Devendry Sharma W/o Om
Prakash Sharma R/0-G04 LOST & FOUND
Tower-D2,Spring Meadows, Itis notified that my Original
Techzone-4,G.Noida, UP have Property Documents

changed my nameto
Devanderi Sharma.

0040556374-2

I, Manoj Kumar S/o Late Ram
Swaroop residence-179B,
Pocket-C-2,Mayur Vihar,
Phase-3, Delhi-96,have
changed my name Manoj
Kumar to Manoj Kumar
Ghildiyal for all purposes,in
future. 0040556374-1

(possession latter and
physical possession in respect
of DDA JantaFlat No.373,
Ground Floor, Group 1, Pocket
C,Hastsal Village, Delhi, Vide
File N0.J206(286)89/HV/NP) in
the names of Madhulika
Sharma W/o Ajit Sharma,have
gotlost on 23-03-2020. If found
please call- 9560426787

0040556372-1

We Ritika Dhawan, W/o Sumit
Keshri,R/0-S-99,Back-
side,Param-Puri,Uttam-
Nagar,New-Delhi-110059,have
changed our minor son’s
surname,from Jaksh singh to
Jaksh Keshri.for all,future
purpose. 0040556375-8

Itis for general information
that I,Viren Chand,S/0-Radhey
Lal,R/0-
H.N0.2889,Gali.No.4,Raghubar
puraNo.2,Gandhi-Nagar,Delhi-
110031,declare that name of
mine has been wrongly-
written as Bran Chand in my
Arms Licence-
No.EDGN/9/1999/88
(S.N.Licence EDGN-
090088).The actual-name of
mineis Viren Chand which
may be amended accordingly.l
have no proof of Bran Chand

0040556375-7

Itis notified for the information
that my Original Mark Sheet &
Certificate of Secondary &
Senior Secondary Examination
of Year 2016 and Roll No.
8247856 and Year 2018 and Roll
N0.9209432 issued by CBSE has
been actually lost. Name of the
candidate KARTIK AHLAWAT,
Full Address RZ-10, GALINO. 19,
DURGA VIHAR, CHHAWALA,
DWARKA, DELHI with Tel.
8448343969. 0040556364-1

l,Vijay S/0 JP Sharma
R/0,3,Sangam vihar,Gali.No-
8,Dharampura
Ext.,,Najafgarh,Delhi-
110043,have changed my
name to Anil Kumar for,all
purposes.

0040556375-6

I,Ramesh Chand S/o Sadhu
Ram R/o Sirohi Bahali,Narnaul,
Distt-M.Garh Haryana-123001.
have changed my name and
shall hereafter be Known As
Ramesh Sherawat

0070722330-1

I,Neha D/o Late Shri Sat Pal
Budhiraja R/0-B-9,Guru,Nanak
Apartment West-Enclave
Pitampura Delhi-110034,have
changed my name to Neha
Budhiraja forall purposes.

0040556375-4

I,Maheshwari D/o Sunil
Kumar,W/0 Sumit Kumar
Daga,R/0 H.N0.46-
A,Kh.N0.139/13(F.F.),Gali.No.16
A-1-Block Bengali-Colony
Sant-Nagar Burari,Delhi-
110084,have changed my
name to Yogita Daga.

0040556375-3

I, Muhammad Ibran Ansari S/o
Mohd. Usman R/o-Village-
Chotpur Colony, Post-Parthla
Khanjarpur, Tehsil-Dadri,
G.B.Nagar, UP-201304,have
changed my name to Mohd
Imran.

0040556374-3

I,KULDEEP Singh,S/0 Sukhdev
Singh,R/0-665,Sunlight-Colony
no’.2,hari-nagar, ashram,New
Delhi-14,inform that name of
my and my mother has been
wrongly-mentioned as kuldev
Singh and Guddiin my class-
10th educational-
documents.The Actual my
name is Kuldeep Singh and my
mother name is Sukhvinder
Kaur.Which may be amended
Accordingly.

0040556375-5

I,Dinkar kumar Bindal,S/o
Ravindar Kumar Bindal,R/0-
308,Bankey lal market,
Badarpur,New Delhi-
110044,have been changed my
name in my minor son Meet
Bindal school-record wrongly-
written as Dinkar Bindal my
correct-name is Dinkar kumar
Bindal.

0040556375-2

I, Parveen Kumar Kundra S/O
Late Balbir Singh Kundra,
Jalandhar-1, Punjab -144001. 1,
declare that Name of Mine and
My wife has been wrongly
written as Parveen Kumar
Kundra and Suman Kumari
Kundra in my PASSPORT NO -E
:9549680. The actual name of
Mine and My wife are Parveen
Kundra and Jyoti Kundra,
which may be amended
accordingly.

0070722331-1

I,Vidya Verma,W/0 Hansraj
Verma,H.NO.213,Sector-
7,Housing-Board
Colony,Gurugram-
122001,(HR)have lost my
property-documentsi.e.
Allotment-letter, dated-
14.10.1986,Transfer permission
memo.no.13737,dated-
24.10.1996,Transfer-letter
memo no.14928,dated-
31.12.1996 and Possession-
letter(Original).If anybody
found,please returnittothe
above address. 0040556389-5

IRajat Khurana S/o Krishan
KhuranaR/0 153, FF,D12, Sec-7,
Rohini, Delhi-85, have lost my
all original documents (Form
No0.22586) of DSIIDC- 2nd Rajiv
GandhiHousing Scheme.
Finder contact 9811911800

0040556372-3

PUBLIC NOTICE
SALE OF BUILT UP
PROPERTY BEARING NO.

181 AREA MEASURING 100
SQ. MTRS., IN BLOCK- B,
SECTOR-8, DWARKA, DELHI
Notice is hereby given for|
information to the General
Public by my client that M/s
Risecon Buildwell Pvt. Ltd. is the|
owner of the above said property
vide Sale Deed dated 04.04.
2019 registered vide no.2691.
The original notary attested GPA|
dated 01.03.2008 executed by
Randhir Singh in favour of O.P.
Sharma in respect of above
referred property has been lost.
Now the said M/s Risecon
Buildwell Pvt. Ltd. intends to sell|
the above referred property. If|
any person including banks,
financial institutions or any other|
person, relative, organization,
company, firm or government
authority having any claim, right,
[title or any interest of any nature|
whatsoever into or upon the
above-referred property, is
hereby called upon to make the|
same known, in writing with
documentary evidence by
registered AD Post to the|
undersigned at the address
mentioned herein below within 7
(seven) days of publication of
this notice to the undersigned on
the below mentioned address,
failing which the same shall be
deemed to have been waived
and/or abandoned. In the event
of no response being received to
this notice, the purchase/|
mortgage of this property shall|
be completed by our client
without any reference to and
without in any manner being
affected by any such right title,
interest or claim whatsoever.
IMANISHA CHAUDHARY, ADVOCATE
JUS LEGALIS, 210, VARDHMAN STAR
CITY MALL (NEAR RAMPHAL CHOWK),
SECT-7 DWARKA, NEW DELHI-110075
011-45606363, 9899006723

PUBLIC NOTICE

My client Sdr. Gurcharan Singh and
Sdn. Daljeet Kaur W/O Sdr.
Gurcharan Singh, R/O 2137, GF,
Shora Kothi, Subzi Mandi, Ghanta
Ghar, Delhi-7, being anguished and
aggrieved with their son Sdr. Jaspal
Singh, hereby disown and disinherits
him from his/her moveable and
immovable properties. Any Act/
Deeds/transaction is made by
anyone with the above said son of
my clients shall be at his/her own
risks and my client shall not be
responsible for the same in any
manner whatsoever in future.
Keshav Garg, Advocate,
Ch. No 506, Western Wing,
Tis Hazari Delhi-110054

IRahul Khurana S/o Krishan
KhuranaR/0 153, FF, D12, Sec-7,
Rohini, Delhi-85, have lost my
all original documents (Form
N0.11212) of DSIIDC - 2nd Rajiv
GandhiHousing Scheme.
Finder contact 9899917700

0040556372-2

1,MOHD AMJAD,S/0 Mohd
Ali,R/0 A-364,krishna basti nabi
karim paharganjN.D-55,Have
lost my original-certificate
class-10th,year-2013 Rollno-
8816840,CBSE-DELHI.

0040556389-2

MATRIMONIAL

Professionally qualified match
for Thakur Rajput beautiful
slim girl 89,5’.2”, M Sc -
Microbiologist, MNC Nesley
Moga, pkg 7 lakhs Well settled
landlord family, Father Sr.GM
Upper Caste No Bar Whatsap :
9814957586 0050171316-1

OTHERS

Match For Issueless Bhagat Girl,
B.Tech,5-7"”,1988, Govt Job,
One Month Divorce. Caste No
Bar. 8725036313.

0050172059-1

Suitable match for agarwal girl
fair5’6” (1996) central
government gazzetted officer
posted in Gujarat.
cgoyal395@gmail.com

0050172242-1

EDUCATION

LEARN FROM MOBILE
Entrepreneurship &
Management Educationin
Hindi (2 years Certification
Course) Students : Rs. 10,620
only CALL -7259100164 /
6362866507 0050172301-1

l,Bhagirath,s/o guman
singh,R/0 village- Bhondsi
Tehsil-sohna,District-
Gurgaon,have changed my
name to Bhagirath Raghav.

0040556389-1

I Rajkumar S/0 Ved Singh R/O
563, Bagranap New Vikas
Nagar, Loni, Ghaziabad, U.P.
declares that In my service
Book/Office record my name
has been written as Rajkumar
and in my All documents my
name mentioned as Rajkumar
Singh. That my actual nameis
Rajkumar Singh.

0040556369-1

I Krishna Chowdhury,W/o
Madhab Kanti Chowdhury R/o-
B-2-B, Block-South Ganesh
Nagar Delhi-92,have change
my name to Krishna Devi.

0040556375-1

1, PRATIPURNA DHIBAR S/O
Dilip Dhibar, R/0 Narayangar
Alias Karka, Puruliya,
Panchakotraj, West Bangal-
723132,1,declare that Name of
Mine has been wrongly
written as PRATIPURNA
DHIBAR in my educational
certificate. The actual name of
Mine is Pratipurna Mahato,
which may be amended
accordingly.

0070722329-1

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice is hereby given to the
public at large, on behalf of my
clients i.e. Mrs. Kusum (“herein
after defined as “Owner” of the
Property mentioned herein below
in the schedule) Initially, Mrs.
Sona Wati was the owner of the
said property who sold to Mr.
Nanak Chand vide Sale Deed
dated 15.06.1965 in respect of the
Plot measuring 100 Sq. Yds., out
of Khasra no. 653. Unfortunately,
Mr. Nanak Chand died on
13.02.2010. Thereafter, Regd. Will
dated 14.07.2010 executed by Mrs.
Kunti Rani in favour of her brother’
Mr. Roshan Lal & Mr. Praveen
Kumar in respect of the Property.
Unfortunately, Mrs. Kunti Rani
also died. Finally, Sale Deed dated
10.07.2015 was executed by Mr.
Roshan Lal & Mr. Praveen Kumar
in favour of Mrs. Kusum in respect
of the Floor. Now, Mrs. Kusum
intends to mortgage the said
property to SHFL. If any person
(s) having any objection
pertaining to the Property
mentioned in the schedule with
respect to Ownership Rights, Title
or Claim are requested to raise
objections along with
d y proof within 15 days
of Publication at the below
mentioned address. Schedule
Property Entire Second Floor
without terrace/roof rights, part of
Property no. F-75, measuring 100
Sq. Yds., out of Khasra no. 653,
situated in the revenue estate of
Village Bassai Darapur, Abadi
known as Sudershan Park, New
Delhi-15;. (“Property”);.

MOHD. KHAIRUL HUSSAIN (Advocate)

Ch.No.214, 2nd Floor, Old Lawyers

Chamber, Delhi High Court, Sher Shah
Road, New Delhi (M): 8810391672
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I, Sukhnandan Singh, S/o Shri,
Nirpat Singh, R/0 84 Ram
Nagar, Krishna Nagar, Delhi-
51, officially renounce that |
have discarded my son Mr.
Hirdesh Kashyap A.K.A Sachin
Kashyap. He is not to be
considered as my legal heir
and has no say in my movable
immovable properties or
business anymore.
Anurag Narayan Parashar (Adv.)
Supreme Court (Delhi)
Mobile: 8383811392

PUBLIC NOTICE

Be it known to members of general public that
my clients namely Sh. Ram Khiladi and his
wife Smt Malti both R/o Jhuggi no. 235, road
no. 6, Indira camp Andrews Ganj, Delhi-
110049, have debarred and disowned their

PUBLIC NOTICE
My Clients namely ‘Ramesh Chander Talwar S/o
Late Shri Hans Raj Talwar aged about 80 years
and 'Mrs. Savita Talwar wio Mr. Ramesh
Chander Talwar' aged about 75 years both Rio
14 Guru Nanak Market Lajpat Nagar-IV New
Delhi - 110024, have disowned their son ‘Rajesh
Talwar, his wife Sonia Talwar & their children

Shivam Talwar and Raghav Talwar. Henceforth
the above said Rajesh Talwar, her wife and their
children shall not have any right in any of the
movable and immovable properties of my clients
Sh. Ramesh Chander Talwar /o Late Shri Hans
Raj Talwar' and Mrs. Savita Talwar. Anybody
dealing with Sh. Rajesh Talwar, his wife Mrs.
Sonia Talwar & their children Shivam Talwar
and Raghav Talwar will do so at his own risk and

Sd/-

Atul K Bandhu (Advocate)

Office : 141 Lawyers Chambers, Delhi
High Court, New Delhi

PUBLIC NOTICE
General public is hereby notified that my
clients Sh. Jay Prakash Saini S/o Sh.
Raghuvir Singh and Smt. Laxmi Devi W/o
Sh. Jay Prakash Saini R/o H.No. 15A,
Village Kushak, Hiranki Delhi-110036,
disown their son Mr. Ranjan Kumar Saini
and his wife Ms. Preeti from all their
movable and immovable properties, due to
their  misbehaviour, disregardful &
disobedient attitude and illegal activities. My
clients have severed all their relations from
them, henceforth they are not responsible
for their any act, deed and thing. If anyone
deals with them, he will do so at his own
risk. My clients are not responsible for them
for anything in anyway.

R.S. CHAUHAN (Advocate)
Ch.No. 619, Rohini Courts
Delhi-85

PUBLIC NOTICE

Be it known to General Public that
my client Mr. Surbir Singh Senwal
S/o Sohan Singh Senwal R/o A-
474, Main Market, Shakarpur, Delhi-
110092 has disowned his son Sunil
Senwal and has severed his
relations and debarred him from
inheriting  his  movable and
immovable properties. Any person
dealing with him shall do so at
his/her own risk and my client shall
not be responsible for the same.
Surjeet Singh (Advocate)
D/477/2012
Chamber No. T-45A, Tehsil Road,
Tis Hazari Court, Delhi- 110054.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Be it known to public at large that my
clients Smt. Ishwar Devi Ranjan, Wife
of Late Shri Om Parkash Ranjan
Resident of  A-208/2, 3rd Floor,
Derawal Nagar, Delhi-110033, had
disassociated and severed her all
connections from his son Grish Ranjan
and his wife namely Janvi Ranjan. My
client further disown and dis-inherent
her said son and daughter-in-law from
all her movable and immovable
properties. Anyone dealing with them
shall be doing so at his/her own risk and
consequences and my clients shall not
be responsible for it.
Sd/-
Anil Kumar
Advocate
Chamber No. 1016, 10th Floor,
Rohini Court Complex, Delhi-110085
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PUBLIC NOTICE
Itis for the general public information
that my client Suresh Kumar Chawla
Slo Late Ram Chand Chawla & his
wife Smt. Lalita Chawla both R/o F-
100, Third Floor, Kirti Nagar, Ramesh
Nagar, West Delhi, Delhi-110015,
severed debarred disowned and
break down all the relationship from
their moveable and immoveable
properties situated in India to their|
sons namely Jatin Chawla alongwith
his wife Komal Chawla & Ankit
Chawla alongwith his wife Manya
Kaur Chawla due to their
misbehavior and misconduct, my
client have no concern with his above
said sons and their wifes in any
manner whatsoever if anybody will
deal with them in any manner they
will be held responsible for the same:
and they have no right to claim in
future.

B.B.Pradhan, Advocate

Ch. No. 488, Patiala House Courts,
New Delhi-110001

M.No. 9891351195

son namely Sh Pankaj and their
Harsh, their other son Sh Umesh, his wife
namely Usha their grandson Shaurya, all Rio
Jhuggi no. 235, road no. 6, Indira camp,
Andrews Ganj Delhi-110049, from all their|
movable and immovable properties/ assets
My clients have severed all their relations with
said persons due to their misbehavior/|
misconduct towards my clients and have
broken all relations with them as all of them
are out of control, disrespectful and creating
trouble to my clients. If anybody is dealing
with them, my clients shall not be held
responsible for any kind of act done by them
and He/she shall be responsible for the same
at his/ her/ their own risk and consequences
and my clients shall not be responsible for the
same in any manner, whatsoever.
Sd/- Wigar Ahmed
ADVOCATE
Enrolment No. D/576/1998 (R)
Chamber No. 339, Patiala House Courts
New Delhi-110001. Mob. 9811271436

PUBLIC NOTICE
FREEHOLD SOCIETY BUILT UP FLAT
NO. A-28,7TH FLOOR, SHAHADRA
CGHS LTD., PRESENTLY KNOWN AS
EDEN TOWER, PLOT NO. 20, SECTOR-
5, DWARKA, NEW DELHI
Public at large is hereby informed that the
captioned property is subject matter of
Equitable/Registered Mortgage with State
Bank of India, Delhi owned by my client(s)
Smt. Rajeshwari Khanna wife of Shri
Kiran Kumar Khanna by virtue of
Conveyance Deed, duly registered
vide Regd. No. 20298, dated
30.07.2013. Itis further informed to public
at large that the said Smt. Rajeshwari
Khanna executed a WILL in favor of her
younger brother Shri Umesh Chandra
son of Late Shri Mukundi Lal in respect of
the captioned property duly registered
vide Regd. No. 583, dated 16.09.2016.

It is hereby notified that any person or
entity, firm/ company, Bank, benificiary of
Will, financial institution having claim any
charge, intrest or lien or claim on basis of
documents mentioned above or otherwise
and/ or objection thereof, he/she/they/
may lodge/ notify the same to the
undersigned with documentary proof
within 15 days from the day of publication,
failing which the title shall be deemed to
be clear and marketable without any
defect, encumbrance, flaw and
impediment and my client is free to create
Equitable/ Registered Mortgage in
respect of the captioned property with any
financial Institution/ Bank
Sd/-
Amit Chaudhary (Advocate)
Chamber No. 561, 5th Floor,
Mobile-9910147876
Email: amitlawyer2007 @gmail.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
This is to inform the public in general that
Ms. Stuti Kamal Wadhwani D/o Vijay
Kumar Kapil, Ms. Aastha D/o Tara Chand
Batra & Shri. Hiranand Wadhwani
Slo Shri K.C. Wadhwani R/o E-129,
Ashok Vihar Phase-1, Delhi-110052
(Purchasers) are purchasing Entire Plot
no B-224, with Built-up Ground, 1st & 2nd
Floor, Block-B, Ashok Vihar, Phases-1,
Delhi-110052 (Said Property) from Smt.
Vidya Gupta W/o Late Shri Radhey
Shyam Gupta (Seller) who had acquired
Freehold rights of said property vide
Conveyance Deed date 20.10.2020
executed by DDA, and confirmed that said
property is free from all sort of]
Encumbrances, Lien, Charge, Mortgage,
Sale, Gift, Agreement, Succession efc.
and no third party interest whatsoever has
been created in respect of said Property in
|favour of any person(s). This public notice
is being issued on behalf of the purchasers
inview of the intended sale/purchase w.r..
said property inviting any claim or
objection of any right, title, interest etc.
whatsoever, on the Said property to be
raised supported with documents to be
delivered to the undersigned within 15
days of this publication otherwise, the
same shall be treated as null & void and it
shall be presumed that the said property is
|free from all sort of encumbrances,
charges, lien, mortgage, claims, any third
party interest etc. whatsoever.
Rajendra GlIJ:pta t() dvocate)|
Ch. No. E-516, 5th Floor,
Karkardooma Court, Delhi-110032)
Mob-9811417690, 9311417690

PUBLIC NOTICE
General Public is hereby informed
that my Client SH. MANGE RAM S/o
Late Sh. Mam Chand R/o 444,
Pocket-4, Sector-22, Rohini
Begumpur  Delhi-110086, have
Disowned his son namely VIJAY
KUMAR from all movable and
immovable Properties due to his
misbehavior. In Future whosoever
deals with him shall deal on their
own risk and my Client will not be
responsible for their actions.
Sd/- KAMAL SINGH
Advocate
Regn. No. D-748/14
Chamber No. 512, Fifth Floor,

Distt. Court, Rohini, Delhi-85
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POSITIVITY RATELOWER THAN 7% FOR FIRST TIME IN NOV

Hope trend continues, says CM
as cases, positivity rate dip

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 28

WITH THE city recording 4,998
cases with less than 7 per cent
positivity rate for the first time
in November, Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal
Saturday said the national capi-
tal was on course to tide over the
third wave of infections if the
trend holds.

Atthe same time, the govern-
ment has also drawn up a plan,
in accordance with the latest
guidelines of the Union Ministry
of Home Affairs, to allow at least
50 per cent of its employees to
work from home until
December 31. The plan has re-
ceived the approval of Lt-
Governor Anil Baijal.

According to Saturday's
medical bulletin, 69,051 tests
were conducted, out of which
33,147 were done through the
more reliable RT-PCR method
while 35,904 were rapid tests.
The case positivity rate stood at
7.24 per cent, while 89 more
people succumbed to the virus.

Delhi has so far recorded

CORONAVIRUS IN THE CAPITAL
TOTAL CASES Total Vacant
5 6] 7 42 HOSPITALBEDS | 18,397 | 9,900
= VENTILATORS |1,482 | 253
Daily cases | Recoveries |Deaths | Tests
Nov 27 5,482 5,937 98 64,455
Delhiites and Delhi govt Nov28 | 4998 6,512 89 | 69,051
together will win over Total | 36578" | 516166 | 8998 |61,73209
this third wave also. )
Please continue to Total active cases
observe all precautions "Hope this trend continues.  than 1,200 are available," Jain
CMARVIND KEJRIWAL Delhiites and Delhi govt together ~ said.

561,742 cases and 8,998 deaths.

There have previously been
four days this month when the
capital recorded below 5,000
cases. However, on November 1,
when Delhi recorded 4,001
cases, the positivity rate was
10.91 per cent; on November 14,
3,235 cases came up with a pos-
itivity rate of 15.33 per cent;
3,797 cases on November 15
with a positivity rate of 12.73 per
cent; and 4,454 cases with a pos-
itivity rate of 11.94 per cent on
November 22.

will win over this third wave
also. Please continue to observe
all precautions,” Kejriwal
tweeted.

Health Minister Satyendar
Jain, meanwhile, told reporters
that the situation in hospitals has
improved, with more than 9,500
beds being available, out of
which 1,200 are ICU beds.

"At present, more than 50 per
cent beds are available in hospi-
tals. Total beds available are
more than 9,500. The occupancy
rateis therefore steadily decreas-
ing. In terms of ICU beds, more

Farm fires down but capital’s air
quality set to turn ‘very poor’

SHIVAM PATEL
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 28

EMISSIONS FROM farm fires
have reduced significantly over
the last week, bringing Delhi-
NCR's local sources of air pollu-
tion into focus as air quality is
forecast to turn very poor by
Tuesday.

In the past two days, Delhi's
air quality index (AQI) had im-
proved significantly, reaching
moderate on Friday from severe
on Wednesday, owing to strong
winds which flushed out pollu-
tants.

Prior to last week, smoke from
agricultural residue burning in
Punjab and Haryana had con-
tributed up to 42% to Delhi’s
PM2.5 levels — fine particles sus-
pended in the air — over October
and November, as per the
Ministry of Earth Sciences’
(MOES) air quality monitor SA-
FAR.

Since November 23, the share
of pollutants from farm fires in
Delhi's air has remained between
1% to 6% and was 4% Saturday.

V K Soni, head of IMD’s
Environment Monitoring and
Research Centre (EMRC), said,

Since November 23, the share of pollutants from farm fires
in Delhi’s air has remained between 1% to 6%

“The reason behind deterioration
of Delhi-NCR's air quality, as fore-
cast, includes local meteorologi-
cal factors and local emissions
along with reduction in wind
speed and low temperatures.
External sources of emission are
almost nil by now.”

Data from the Punjab Remote
Sensing Centre showed over
76,000 fire counts were recorded
this stubble burning season in the
state as of November 24, highest
since 2016 when there were over
81,000.

Besides the annual post-mon-
soon crop residue burning in
northwest India, studies have

shown there are several local
sources of air pollution within
Delhi and the National Capital
Region (NCR)including road dust,
vehicular emissions, construction
activities, waste burning and in-
dustrial emissions.

Air pollution experts and
Union Environment Minister
Prakash Javadekar have previ-
ously said the issue of air pollu-
tion is not of Delhi alone but that
of an airshed that includes the
NCR.

Experts have said pollution
control measures being taken in
Delhineed to be replicated in the
NCRas well toimprove air quality.

According to a revenue de-
partment plan, government em-
ployees ranked below Grade 1,
which form the bulk of the staff
strength of the administration,
will be allowed to work from
home until December 31.

The Head of Departments
have been tasked with prepar-
ing the roster of employees to
execute the plan. However, the
plan will not be applicable on
employees attached with emer-
gency services such as health,
civil defence, water supply,
among others.

Govt didn’t
add enough
hospital beds,
says Cong

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 28

CONGRESS spokesperson Pawan
Khera Saturday claimed the Aam
Aadmi Party’s manifesto prom-
ise for the 2015 assembly elec-
tions to add 30,000 beds to hos-
pitals in Delhi was not met.

Khera said the AAP-led Delhi
government has added 776 beds
to government hospitals in the
last five years, whereas beds in
private hospitals were increased
by 7,326 in the same period.

Khera also said the govern-
ment has not set up any hospital
on its own and has only com-
pleted building hospitals that
were commissioned by the pre-
vious Congress government.

“They have been beating
their drum in the entire world
about mohalla clinics as if a rev-
olution has come in health serv-
ices through these... During the
pandemic, the need for Covid
testing facilities was high and
only six mohalla clinics were
functioning as testing centres,”
he said.

3 office buildings to come up at IGNCA plot

ANANYATIWARI
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 28

THREE BUILDINGS of the Central
Secretariat will come up at what
is currently the plot of the Indira
Gandhi National Centre for the
Arts (IGNCA), which will be de-
molished for the ambitious
Central Vista Project (CVP), offi-
cials have said. The plotis spread
over approximately 25 acres.
The Indian Express had re-
ported that the IGNCA will be

temporarily shifted to the
Janpath Hotel, which s currently
undergoing renovations, ex-
pected to be completed by
February-March next year.

Ten office buildings or com-
plexes will constitute the Central
Secretariat, as per the CVP plan,
and three of these will come up
on the plot where IGNCA cur-
rently is. Located on Rajpath, itis
among the capital’s most prime
locations.

“The planning and construc-
tion of the projectis beingdonein

a phased manner. Once the min-
istries shift to these new buildings,
the older Bhawans there will be
demolished for construction of
new buildings. Therefore, offices
will not need to shift to alternative
areas,” said an official.

The three office buildings will
have ground-plus-six floors and
two basements. As per the initial
plan submitted by the HCP
Design, Planning  And
Management Pvt Ltd, the office
buildings were to be either G+7
or G+8 floors. In the initial plan,

the offices were to have glass and
steel interiors to allow light to
enter, a courtyard, and an exte-
rior facade matching that of the
Central Vista area, with heights
lower than the India Gate.

The IGNCA was launched in
1985 by the late Prime Minister
Rajiv Gandhi. A design competi-
tion was held for its design, and
Professor Ralph Lerner, an
American architect, won the
award. The competition had re-
ceived 194 entries from across
the world.
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ttarakhand Jal Sanstha

Ring Road, Jogiwala, Dehradun-248001, Ema H : eer. uk@n
Letter No: 749/E-TENDER NOTICE/PERI URBAN/Nathanpur/2020-21 Dated: 28.11.2020
NATIONAL COMPETITIVE BIDDING
E- Tender Notice
On behalf of the Chief General Manager, Uttarakhand Jal Sansthan, Dehradun, E- tenders in Two Bid System, on item rate contract
basis (inclusive of all material), are invited for the construction of following works for Improvement of Nathanpur Water Supply Scheme in
District Dehradun (Uttarakhand) from technically and financially capable bidders, registered with Central / Any State Government/ Central
or Any State Government Undertaking Department/ Government Institution up to prescribed time & date and on the portal as mentioned in
terms and conditions given below:-
Earnest| Pperiod for ; Last Date &| LastDate & -
Bid money | downloading P%':ﬁﬁ‘f:r Time & Date | Time of T"lm:i(f:glrl Tender Elr%ei’ﬂif
N Particular of work Rs. the ey of Opening | submission| ~PMYS! document T
o. iddi Submission f f pre-bid offline ; of Pre — Bid
(In Bidding £ Bid of Bids of pre-bi submission |CostinRs.
Lakh) Document orBids queries | SUPTISSIOn Conference
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Supply of all materials, labour and
T&P for construction of following
works for improvement of 07.12.2020
Nathanpur water Supply (Monday)
Scheme complete in all respect, at
including commissioning, testing, .
trial, defect liability and Operation 28.11.2020 11:00 hrs.
& maintenance of water supply S .
scheme including billing and 2811.2020 (Saturday) | 1©12:2020 15.12.2020 Office of
collection of water charges for five (Saturday) at (Wednesday) (Tuesday) the
years. With its appurtenant works, at 17:00 hrs. . at General
1 | in Nathanpur (Zone |, I LIV & V) | g5 00 o 1700008 1 41:00 hrs. 04122020 47.00 s, | 9090* | Manager
Distt. Dehradun Uttarakhand As- 14.12.2020 to (Friday) at GST (TRM)
Construction of 03 Nos. of Tube se 14.12.2020 14:00 hr @18°/ ’
wells & Pump Houses, 02 Nos. of (Monday) : S. o |Uttarakhand
R.C.C. O.H.T, Rising main, at 17:00 hrs, | (Monday) Jal
Distribution System, House at 17:00 hrs. Sansthan,
Service Connection with AMR B-block,
Metering, Auto chlorination Nehru
dosing system, Automation of Col
Tube wells & Pressure olony
transmitters (SCADA) and Dehradun
Related Works.
All information and conditions related to e-tendering can be seen at Uttarakhand e-Government Procurement System
(e-GPS) portali.e. http:/lwww.uktenders.gov.in. Executive Engineer

New Delhi
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‘4 CMs from NC, 2 from PDP, they |JP conversion law
need to answer for development...

BJP LEADER SHAHNAWAZ
HUSSAIN, who has been ap-
pointed the party in-charge for the
elections to the District
Development Councils in
Kashmir, was in Srinagar last week
to campaign for the party. He
spoke to NAVEED IQBAL on the
BJP’s election plank, and the lack
of development in the region.

Whatis the BJP's primary
election plank? What message
areyou taking to the people?
This election is for District
Development Councilsand weare
seeking votes from the people in
the name of development.
However, the Gupkar Gang right
from the start, have never even
said the word development and
made no mention of progress.
Sometimes they speak of
China’s intervention, as Farooq
Abdullah said. Other times,
Mehbooba Mufti says ‘talk to
Pakistan’. Why should these
things be said in a district elec-
tion? Then they say, ‘we will re-
store Article 370'... We also want
that the parties here should give
an account of what they have
done here. Forthe PDPand NC, the
“gqaum” meant themselves and
their families. Four CMs came
from the National Conference and
two from the PDP. So six from this
alliance —they need to answer for

Bedlam in House
as Odisha Oppn
seeks dismissal
of minister

PRESS TRUSTOFINDIA
BHUBANESWAR,NOVEMBER 28

THE OPPOSITION BJP and
Congress MLAs disrupted the
proceedings of the Odisha
Assembly for the fourth consec-
utive day on Saturday over the
kidnapping and murder of five-
year-old girl even as the state
government clarified that the SIT
probe will be court monitored.

The issue was raised in the
Assembly by  Congress
Legislature Party leader
Narasingha Mishra as soon as
the House assembled for the day.

The BJP members reiterated
their demand for removal of
Sahoo from the Cabinet as his
role in providing protection to
the main accused in the case is
not clear.

They said the police has not
been able to arrest any accused
person in the case even though
over four months have passed
since the incident.

Leader of Opposition P K Naik
of BJP accused Chief Minister
Naveen Patnaik of shielding the
Agriculture minister instead of
giving justice to the victim’s fam-
ily. His party has been demand-
ing a CBI probe into the incident
and dismissal of Sahoo from the
Cabinet.

Naik said his party’s de-
mands of a CBI probe into the
matter and dismissal of the agri-
culture minister were yet to be
met. The BJP members will con-
tinue to agitate in the Assembly
and outside till the victims fam-
ily gets justice.

BJP members also rejected
the SIT probe into the July 14
incident.

THEEXPRESS

INTERVIEW

WITH
SHAHNAWAZ
HUSSAIN
BJP IN-CHARGE OF
J&K DDCELECTIONS

the development of this region. I
went to many places that did not
have roads and electricity. Bihar, a
state that was so backward, has
24-hour electricity inevery village.
Lookat the interiors of North-East,
even there bijli paani sadak has
reached but who stopped these
from reaching Kashmir?... I will
not speakof any national orinter-
nationalissues in this election. Our
focus is on district development.

This is not an election for 370
restoration. This is not a referen-
dum on anything except the
naakaami of the political parties
of Kashmir. Narendra Modi is a
symbol of development.

The Centre does not seem to
have had any tangible impact
ondevelopment in J&K since
August 5 lastyear? What has
been achieved in the time
since?

Since then, first there was a
lockdown for some time. Thenthe
Coronavirus spread everywhere,
sodevelopment projects have re-
mained stuck. Lt Governor Manoj
Sinha has been given the respon-
sibility to work with more speed
inKashmir thanatany other place.
The scale at which we are work-
ing on the development of
Kashmir will also be amplified,
because this is an agnipariksha for
usaswell.

There are allegations that the
BJPis luring candidates from
other parties or offering
money to candidates.

Our party worker in Kashmir
is respected in the party because
they are risking their lives and
working for us. Three of our work-
erswere killed in Kulgam recently
and so many attacked
earlier..Those who have looted

Kashmir have money, we are a
party of the chaiwallah. Whatever
the workers pool together, we use
that to contest elections.

When the Home Minister
terms amulti-party alliancea
gang, does that not seem like a
pushback for the political
process that the Lt Governor-
led administration hereis
keen to take forward?

When have these parties
come together in the past? They
understand the might of the BJP
and that’s why they have ganged
up. Mehbooba and Omar
Abdullah have realised the party’s
strength. So they are a gang that
haslooted J&K over the years. We
have no objections to them fight-
ing elections. HM’s comments
were aimed at the Congress join-
ing this gang, they are still with
them though not up front.

You are incharge of the 140
seats in the Valley. How many
doyou think you would be
able to secure this time?

Ido not want to talkin specifics
but we are hoping to get a good
number. [ have been visiting dis-
tricts and asking people to vote for
the development and progress of
Kashmir.

FULLINTERVIEW ON
www.indianexpress.com

Arun Sharma

Pritam with his nephew Mangat Ram, who left his marriage ceremony halfway to vote.

In Jammu, DDC polls bring
hope, a sense of belonging

ARUNSHARMA
AKHNOOR,NOVEMBER 28

THE LINK road connecting the
Kotgarhi panchayat in Jammu
district’s Akhnoor tehsil to the
main Akhnoor-Jourian road is in
a dilapidated condition.
However, Pritam Lal, a refugee
from West Pakistan, has still trav-
elled to cast his vote and elect his
representative for Jammu and
Kashmir’s ~ first  District
Development Councils (DDC).

“I have come to cast my vote
as it makes me feel that [ too mat-
ter in Jammu and Kashmir,” he
said, adding that though his fam-
ily has been living in Jammu for 73
years, they had no right to the
land. “At least now my four chil-

dren, all of whom are post-grad-
uates but are still unemployed,
can now apply for a government
jobinthe UnionTerritory,” he said.

Lal was accompanied by his
nephew, Mangat Ram, a Seema
Suraksha Bal (SSB) personnel. The
31-year-old had left his marriage
ceremony halfway to cast his vote.
“My ancestors had been craving
for this privilege and now, when|
have got this opportunity, [ must
cast my vote,” Ram said.

Like Lal and Ram, many
refugees from West Pakistan
along with Gorkhas and Valmikis
living in two DDC constituencies
in Jammu district — Maira
Mandrian and Bhalwal Brahmana
— were casting their votes in the
local body polls for the first time.

Prior to abrogation of Article

3700nAugust 5,2019, these peo-
ple, though living here for gener-
ations, were only allowed to cast
their vote in the Lok Sabha
elections.

In Sohal panchayat, Kaku Ram
brought his 100-year-old mother
Ambo Devi to vote. His village
Kangral (Nud) has no pucca road
and the much-promised toilet
schemehasnotbeenimplemented.
He, however;, hoped that the DDC
elections would give elected local
body members theauthority toini-
tiate development works.

“Today is a historic day as
Hindu-Sikh refugees from
Pakistan, along with Valmikis and
Gorkhas, are exercising their right
to vote for the first time in 73
years,” said Hari Om, a retired
Jammu University professor.

gets Governor’s nod

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW,NOVEMBER 28

UTTAR PRADESH Governor
Anandiben Patel on Saturday
promulgated the ordinance
against “forced” or “fraudulent”
religious conversions, four days af-
ter the Yogi Adityanath govern-
ment had approved the draft of
the law.

Chief Minister Adityanath had
earlier announced that his gov-
ernment will bring a law to check
such conversions for marriage —
terming it “love jihad”.

Inrecent weeks, BJP-run states
like Uttar Pradesh, Haryana and
Madhya Pradesh had expressed
theirwish to enact laws to counter
alleged attempts to convert Hindu
women to Islam in the guise of
marriage, which Hindutva outfits
refer to as “love jihad”.

The Uttar Pradesh Prohibition
of Unlawful Conversion of
Religion Ordinance 2020 provides
for ajail term of up to 10 years for
any violation. All the offences un-
der the ordinance shall be cogniz-
able, non-bailable and triable by
the court of sessions.

The ordinance states that no
person shall convertorattempt to
convert, either directly or other-
wise, any other person from one
religion to another by use or prac-
tice of misrepresentation, force,
undue influence, coercion, allure-
mentor by any fraudulent means
or by marriage, nor shall any per-
son abet, convince or conspire
such conversion. If any person re-
converts to theirimmediate previ-
ousreligion, the same shall notbe

Governor Anandiben Patel,
CM Yogi Adityanath

deemed tobe a conversion under
the ordinance. Any aggrieved per-
son, parents, brother, sister, orany
relative may lodge an FIR over
such a conversion.

The burden of proof as to
whether a religious conversion
was not effected through misrep-
resentation, force, undue influ-
ence, coercion, allurement or by
any fraudulent means or by mar-
riage lies on the person who has
caused the conversion and, on
any such person where such con-
version has been facilitated by
them.

The court can also grant ap-
propriate compensation payable
by the accused to the victim of
such conversion which may ex-
tend maximum to Rs 5 lakh and
shall be in addition to fine.

For any conversion, three
forms need tobe submitted to the
District Magistrate, or the
Additional District especially au-
thorised by the District Magistrate
— two of them by the person in
the district where he/she origi-
nally lives and the third by the per-
son who will oversee the conver-
sion ceremony in the district
where the ceremony will take

AS STATE CONSIDERS ‘LOVE JIHAD’ LAW

In Karnataka, IPC Sec 3606 already
in use against interfaith marriages

JOHNSONTA
BENGALURU,NOVEMBER 28

IN OCTOBER 2019, a 25-year-old
software engineer in Bengaluru
told atrial court thatanengineer-
ing college mate had not coerced
her into marrying him in 2014.
She said she had married him of
her own accord, and that she
never gave a statement to police
of being kidnapped or being co-
erced into marriage.

The statement came after the
woman's now-estranged hus-
band was charged under IPC
Section 366 of kidnapping and
coercing her into marriage by the
trial court on the basis of a com-
plaint lodged at a police station
in central Bengaluru. The com-
plaint was filed at the time of
their wedding by the woman's
family, who were opposed to
their inter-caste marriage.

Even as Karnataka has fol-
lowed other BJP-ruled states in
claiming the need for a special law
to stop what Hindutva outfits call
“love-jihad” - inter religious mar-
riages involving Hindu women —
an existing provision in IPC is of-
ten used in Karnataka to stop in-
terfaith, inter-caste relationships
between adults.

Forty-one cases filed under

Eye on minority vote, Rajasthan BJP cites civic poll
seats, Urdu teachers to call Cong govt ‘anti-Muslim’

DEEP MUKHERJEE
JAIPUR,NOVEMBER 28

HOPING TO capitalise on its re-
centovertures to minority com-
munities during the recently-
concluded civic polls in three
cities of Rajasthan, the opposi-
tion BJP has accused the Ashok
Gehlot-led Congress govern-
ment in the state of being ‘anti-
Muslim'’ in its policies.

While the BJP has cited in-
stances such as the party re-
cently fielding more than four
dozen Muslim candidates in the
civic elections as an example of
it raising issues related to minor-
ity communities, the Congress
has slammed the saffron party
of levelling baseless allegations.

Earlier this week, the minor-
ity wing of the BJP submitted
memorandums to the adminis-
trations in every district of the
state, with the office-bearers
maintaining that this protest

was warranted because of the
Congress government’s ‘activi-
ties against Muslims’ since the
past two years.

“During the last Assembly
elections, more than 95 per cent
of the minority community
voted in favour of the Congress.
But despite that, several issues
pertaining to the minority com-
munity remain unattended be-
cause of the Gehlot govern-
ment’s anti-Muslim policies. The
state government stopped schol-
arships for minority students
and higher education loans and
did nothing when it comes to is-
sues impacting the community
such as increasing pay scale of
madrasa para teachers and start-
ing online classes in madrasas,”
said M Sadiq Khan, president, B]P
Minority Wing, Rajasthan.

In aletter addressed to Chief
Minister Gehlot, the BJP minority
wing mentioned issues such as
the government not including
any minority community candi-

Ashok Gehlot, Minority
Affairs minister Shale
Mohammad

date when appointing members
of the Rajasthan Public Service
Commission (RPSC) last month,
reducing the importance of Urdu
as a third language in schools
and the government not consti-
tuting boards and commissions
pertaining to minority issues.

Khan claimed that the BJP
has been raising issues pertain-
ing to Muslims and cited the re-
cent civic body elections as an
example.

“We gave tickets to several
Muslim candidates in the elec-

tions for the six municipal cor-
porations in Jaipur, Jodhpur and
Kota. The fact that people voted
for them shows that the minor-
ity community is receptive to our
party. We are planning state-
wide agitations in December
against the Congress govern-
ment’s neglect of minority is-
sues,” claimed Khan.

Party sources said the minor-
ity wing of the BJP has taken up
long-standing issues such as that
of Urdu teachers, about which
several people were already
protesting.

The BJP had fielded more
than four-dozen Muslim candi-
datesin the civicelections the re-
sults of which were declared ear-
lier this month.

The Congress rubbished the
BJP’s allegations and said the
Narendra Modi-led NDA govern-
ment at the Centre should in-
stead focus on formulating poli-
cies favourable to the minority
community.

“When the BJP was in power
inRajasthan for five years, it did-
n't look after the minority de-
partment properly. Everyone is
free to choose subjects and the
government has deputed teach-
ers everywhere where Urdu stu-
dents are in large numbers.
Revised orders have been re-
leased to clarify this. The allega-
tions of the BJP are absolutely
baseless. After 18 years, our gov-
ernment passed the Madarsa Act
in Rajasthan,” said Shale
Mohammad, cabinet minister,
Minority Affairs Department
and Waqf Department.

He added that the BJP should
first make its policies more mi-
nority-friendly in the national
level. He added that the BJP
fielded Muslim candidates in lo-
cal body elections because most
of the areas where these tickets
were distributed had a majority
of Muslim population and the
party didn’t have “any choice”
but to field them.

CM Yediyurappa had said his
govt will soon bring a law to

end conversions due to ‘love
jihad’ in Karnataka

Section 366 over the last five years
are currently pending trial in
Bengaluru. The cases involve
elopement and marriage of young
adults, with 35 cases featuring
Hindu couples and six cases fea-
turing interfaith couples, accord-
ingto courtand police records for
the cases.

IPC Section 366 deals with kid-
napping, abducting and coercing
awoman into marriage. It states:
“Whoever kidnaps orabducts any
woman with intent that she may
be compelled, or knowing it to be
likely that she will be compelled,
to marry any person against her
will, or in order that she may be
forced or seduced to illicit inter-
course, or knowing it to be likely
that she will be forced or seduced
toillicit intercourse, shall be pun-

place. The DM shall get any en-
quiry conducted through police
regarding the intention, purpose
and cause of the proposed conver-
sion.

The first form needs tobe sub-
mitted by the person who wishes
to convert at least 60 days in ad-
vance, ina prescribed format, stat-
ing free consent. The second form
needs tobe submitted by the per-
son who will perform the cere-
mony, to give a notice one month
in advance. And the third by the
convert, within 60 days of the con-
version, as a declaration.

Any marriage which is done
for the sole purpose of unlawful
conversion or vice versa, by the
man of one religion with the
woman of another religion either
by converting himself/herself be-
fore or after marriage or by con-
verting the woman before or af-
ter marriage may be declared void
by the family court, according to
the ordinance. Where the family
courtis not established, the court
having jurisdiction will try sucha
caseona petition presented by ei-
ther party against the other party,
it states.

If any institution or organisa-
tion violates the provisions, the
person or persons in charge shall
be subject to punishment. The
registration of the organisation or
institution under any law for the
time being in force may be can-
celled by the competent author-
ity upon a reference made by the
DM. The state government shall
not provide any financial aid or
grant tosuchinstitution or organ-
isation violating the provisions of
this ordinance.

ished with imprisonment of ei-
ther description for a term which
may extend to ten years,and shall
also be liable to fine.”

In normal course, the section
isapplied in conjunction with the
Protection of Children from Sexual
Offences Act, 2012 —when minors
areinvolved —butisoftenalsoap-
plied in cases involving women
above the age of 18 in complaints
of elopement.

“If the woman is a major in a
case filed under Section 366, the
prosecution of the case will de-
pend on statement she makes in
court about charges against the
accused. If the woman says she
went of her own volition and she
isamajor, then thereis no case for
prosecutioninsuchasituation,”a
divisional police officer in
Bengaluru said.

If cases where Section 366
has been invoked along with
POCSO Act is considered, 422
cases from the last five years are
pending trial in Bengaluru, with
357 cases of Hindu couples, 54
involving Muslim-Hindu cou-
ples, and 11 with Christian-
Hindu couples, according to
court records.

While proposed anti-“love ji-
had” laws — UP Governor
Anandiben Patel on Saturday gave
assent to an ordinance aimed at

Akhilesh at the SP office in
Lucknow. Vishal Srivastav

SP will oppose
conversion

law in House,
says Akhilesh

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW,NOVEMBER 28

REACTING TO the UP govern-
ment’s ordinance on forced or
fraudulent religious conversions,
Samajwadi Party (SP) national
president Akhilesh Yadav on
Saturday said his party was notin
favour of any such law and will
“fully oppose” it in the Assembly.
Slamming the BJP, he extended
support to the ongoing farmers’
agitation and asked when the gov-
ernment will bring a law to help
increase the income of farmers.

“The Samajwadi Party is notin
favour of any such law and will
fully oppose the Bill in the
Assembly. We will also ask the
government when they are bring-
ing a law that helps increase the
income of farmers. The govern-
ment is running a scheme that
when you do an inter-caste mar-
riage then an award of Rs 50,000
will be given, and the same is for
inter-religion marriage. If such a
scheme is already there, then
what is the rule of this new law,”
said Akhilesh, adding that the gov-
ernment should also consider
Article 21 of the Constitution,
which talks of protection of life
and personal liberty.

curbing forcible or fraudulent re-
ligious conversions, including
those for marriage, with the new
law providing for jail term of up to
10 years for violations — aims to
tackle inter-religious conversions
for marriages, some legal experts
say existing sections of the IPC -
such as 366 - are already being
used as tools by the police in in-
terpersonal relationships —when
these relationships are opposed
by family members.

Former state public prosecu-
tor BT Venkatesh said, “The police
are enforcing the IPC section on
kidnapping to intervene in rela-
tionships. There is no necessity for
anew law that will outlaw ties be-
tween two consenting adults. A
law to curb inter-religious rela-
tionships will be virtually unten-
able. It will not have legs to stand.
It will go against principles of the
Constitution.”

The Indian Majority Act of
1875 says a person is an adult at
the age of 18 and that she/he can
enter into contracts (marriage is
considered a contract), while
Article 25 of the Constitution
guarantees freedom of con-
science, freedom to profess, prac-
tice, and propagate religion to all
citizens, Venkatesh said.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

BJP tweets video of Cong MLA’s
‘claim of payment’; BTP MLAs deny

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
JAIPUR,NOVEMBER 28

IN Avideo tweeted by Rajasthan
BJP president Satish Poonia, a
Congress MLA from the state is
purportedly heard saying in a
public meeting that two MLAs
from the Bharatiya Tribal Party
(BTP) took Rs 10 crore each to
support the Ashok Gehlot-led
Congress government during the
Rajya Sabha elections and the po-
litical crisis earlier this year.

Strongly reacting to the video
clip, BTP MLAs have termed the
allegations “baseless”. One of
them said that he will file a
defamation case against
Mahendra Jeet Singh Malviya,
the Congress legislator from
Bagidora Assembly constituency
whois allegedly seen speakingin
the video.

The Sunday Express could not
independently verify the authen-
ticity of the video clip.

New Delhi

Rajasthan
BJP chief
Satish
Poonia

“Ashok Gehlot ji, whether its
horse trading or in your words
bakra mandi, whatever it is,
please throw light on it. The top
leader of the Congress giving this
speech is confirming the ques-
tions which I raised during your
herding (of MLAs),” Poonia
tweeted on Friday with the video.

Malviya is a senior Congress
MLA from Banswara district and
a former minister.

BTP MLA from Sagwara,
Ramprasad Dindor told The
Sunday Express on Saturday,
“Whatever allegations Malviya
is seen making in the video are
absolutely baseless. During the
political crisis, it was actually
Malviya who was in favour of

bringing down the government
while on the other hand it was
us who saved the government. I
will be filing a defamation case
against him. These leaders are
panicking because they know
that they have lost support in
southern Rajasthan and the en-
tire public is with BTP. That is
why they are levelling baseless
allegations.”

Dindor said that the BTP will
win maximum seats in southern
Rajasthan districts in the ongo-
ing panchayat elections.

“We offered support to the
Congress conditionally based on
certain issues...Nothing is hap-
pening about the issues and we
will reconsider it in the future,”
said Dindor.

When The Sunday Express
contacted Malviya for his com-
ments on the video, he said he
was busy with the elections and
disconnected the call. Further
phone calls and messages to him
remained unanswered.
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Soumitra Chatterjee

WEST BENGAL
Govtto
construct ‘Apur

Sansar Park’

Kolkata: The West Bengal
government has decided
to constructa park themed
on  actor Soumitra
Chatterjee’s debut film
‘Apur Sansar’in New Town
area on the northeastern
fringes of Kolkata, a senior
official said on Saturday.
The West Bengal Housing
Infrastructure Develo-
pment Corporation Ltd
(HIDCO)hasinvited an ex-
pression of interest (EOI)
from bidders for deciding
on how to execute the
theme by retaining the
flavour of the film, its CMD
Debashis Sen said.
Chatterjee had essayed the
role of ‘Apu’ in the 1959
film — part of the Apu tril-
ogy directed by filmmaker
Satyajit Ray. PTI

TRIPURA

Outfit blocks
highway, seeks
‘lovejihad’ law
Agartala: A right-wing
outfit blocked a national
highway in Tripura on
Friday to demand a law
against “love jihad” on the
lines of recently passed
legislation in MP and UP.
Hindu Jagaran Mancha
Pradesh chief Uttam Dey
claimed several instances
of “love jihad” took place
during the lockdown. A
police officer clarified
that no such allegation
had cropped up in the
state over the past several
months. Over 300 mem-
bers of the Hindutva out-
fit on Friday afternoon
blocked NH8 near
Subhash  Bridge at
Udaipur in Gomati dis-
trict. ENS

ODISHA

Third bid to
die by suicide
outside House

Bhubaneswar: A mother-
son duo attempted to set
themselves on fire near the
Odisha Assembly on
Saturday, the third suchin-
cident in less than a week.
SulochanaDas and her son
Subrat Das, of
Jagatsinghpur district, at-
tempted to set themselves
on fire close to the assem-
bly premises, officials said.
Analert security stafferim-
mediately intervened,
they said. Sulochana’s
other son Ambrut Das was
allegedly killedin2019and
police closed the investiga-
tion into the matter after
registeringa case of unnat-
ural death, shesaid.  PTI

RAJASTHAN
Molestation
accused forced
toeat faeces

Dholpur: A youth was al-
legedly beaten up and
forced to eat human fae-
ces for having reportedly
molested a minor girl in
Dholpur district, police
said Saturday. The inci-
dent occurred on
Thursday when the youth
allegedly molested a girl
in a house. “He was
caught by the family
members and assaulted
by them. They also forced
himto eat faeces,” a police
officer said. Two FIRs
were filed in connection
with the case. “In the case
of molestation, the ac-
cused has been arrested
while seven others were
arrested for thrashing
him,” he said. PTI

Khattar says Punjab didn’t respond to
calls; Amarinder denies, seeks apology

SAKSHIDAYAL
GURGAON, NOVEMBER 28

HARYANA CHIEF Minister
Manohar Lal Khattar on
Saturday accused political par-
ties in Punjab of “sponsoring”
the farmers’ movement that has
led to scores of protesters de-
scending upon border areas of
the national capital over the last
three days and added that his
Punjab counterpart, Amarinder
Singh, has not responded so far
to efforts for a dialogue.

Reacting to Khattar's remarks
later in the day, Amarinder con-
demned the violence that broke
out between police and protest-
ing farmers in Haryana and de-
manded an apology from the
Haryana CM.

Speaking to the media in
Gurgaon after presiding over a
meeting of the the district griev-
ance committee, Khattar said,
“This movement is primarily be-
ing sponsored by political parties
inPunjaband some organisations
there.I have tried several times to
talkto the Chief Minister of Punjab
over the last 3 days regarding the
movement, but he did not speak
to me. We dialed 6-7 times, but
each time his staff just kept saying
we will get it done now, we will
get it done in some time.”

“Such a situation has oc-
curred for the first time that a
Chief Minister is trying to talk to

Farmers at the protest site at Singhu Border, New Delhi on Saturday. Praveen Khanna

another and is not able to do so.
In the last 6 years, this has hap-
pened for the first time. Earlier,
when we called, if he
(Amarinder) was busy, we
would be able to talk in an hour
orso..” he said.

Khattar alleged a political
conspiracy in the name of farm-
ers, and termed this “unfortu-
nate and condemnable”.

Meanwhile, Amarinder lashed
out a Khattar and said he would
not forgive him ftill the latterissued
an apology. “Khattar is lying that
hetried calling me earlier and I did

not respond. But now, after what
he has done to my farmers, I will
not speak to him even if he calls
me 10times. Unless he apologises
and admits that he did wrong
with Punjab’s farmers, I will not
forgive him,” Amarinder said.

Pointing out that he had held
several discussions with the
Prime Minister as well as Union
Home Minister about the issues
of farmers, Amarinder said there
was no reason for him to avoid
phone calls from a neighbouring
state's Chief Minister.

He also slammed allegations

of his involvement ininstigating
farmers saying, “lam a national-
istto the core, Irunaborder state
and will never do anything to
create alaw-and-order problem
of any kind.”

“Iwill not take this nonsense
from Khattar. Don’t have better
things to do than to incite farm-
ers?” Amarinder said, adding
that “sometimes they say it’s
Khalistanis who're managing the
protests and sometimes they ac-
cuse me of doing it...let them
make up their minds”.

-—-WITHENS, CHANDIGARH

Farm leaders driving the protest

ASTHOUSANDS of farmers from
Punjab and Haryana descend on
the national capital to protest
against the farm laws, ANJU
AGNIHOTRI CHABA profiles
some of the leaders behind their
mobilisation:

JAGMOHAN SINGH, 64
General secretary, Bharti Kisan
Union (Dakaunda)

Jagmohan
Singh is one of
the most re-
spected
farmerleaders
of Punjab. A
small farmer who became a full-
time activist three decades ago,
he is well-versed in farming is-
sues and policies. Leaders of
other farmers and farm labour-
ers’ outfits also look up to him for
chalking out agitations. Initiated
into activism at a tender age,
Jagmohan went behind the bars
before turning 18.

A postgraduate and diploma
holder, he is an expert in
acupuncture therapy. He joined
Bharti Kisan (BKU) Ekta in 1993
after leaving his government job
in the Department of
Cooperatives. BKU (Dakaunda)
was formed around 15 years ago
and is one of the most active
farmers' unions of the state. A
small farmer, he owns nearly 5
acres that he has given on lease,
and says he has been able to de-
vote his time to the union be-
cause his wife has anassured job

in the postal department.

GURNAM SINGH CHADUNI,

64

President, BKU, Haryana
Chaduni s
among farmer
leaders of the
region who
started mobil-

ising farmers
against the three farm Bills be-

fore these were passed. Hailing
from Chaduni Jatan village in
Kurukshetra district, he shot to
fame when he led an agitation
for farm loan waiver in 2008.
After that, he has led many suc-
cessful agitations, always opting
for unique ways such as shirtless
protest marches and throwing of
potatoes on state highway.

In 2019, Chaduni and other
farmers climbed an 80 feet wa-
ter-tank demanding purchase of
entire crop of sunflower. He
came down only after the gov-
ernment agreed to purchase the
entire produce. Haryana Police
booked him for attempt to mur-
der on Friday.

MAHINDER SINGH, 50
General secretary, Mansa dis-
trict BKU, Dakaunda

Singhisafarm
activist for the
last 23 years.
He has 18
cases against
him in con-
nection with farmer protests
such as rail roko, jail bharo, be-
cause of which he was lodged at
nine different jails, including in
Delhi. Amatriculate and a farmer
himself, he along with his two
brothers farm on 21 acres at his
native village - Bhiani Bagha in
Mansa district. “My life is dedi-
cated to farmers and it does not
matter even if I am booked in
100 cases,” he told The Indian
Express.

BHUPINDER
LONGOWAL, 35
State convener, youth wing,
Kirti Kisan Union

SINGH

Active in the
union for the
last two years,
Longowal, a
postgraduate

in Political
Science, has been a farm activist

-

since his student days and was a
member of the Punjab Students
Union and Nuajwan Bharat
Sabha before joining Kirti Kisan
Union. With a family debt debt
of Rs 7.50 lakh, the marginal
farmer with 2 acres of land is
fully dedicated to the farmers'
cause.

Bhupinder's education and
rapport with the students has
helped in mobilising a large
number of youngsters for the
Delhi Chalo agitation.

SUKHDEV

KOKRIKALAN, 70
General
Ugrahan

SINGH

secretary; BKU,

A retired
school teacher,
Kokrikalan is
general secre-
tary of the
biggest farm-
ers' union in Punjab, which has
been against confrontation with
police during the Delhi Chalo ag-
itation. Kokrikalan comes from
a poor family, which owned 2.5
acres in Kokrikalan village of
Moga district. He did his BSc, BEd
and appointed government
teacher in 1972. Despite being a
regular and permanent teacher,
he participated in a protest led
by temporary teachers in 1978,
demanding regularisation of
jobs,and went tojail for 75 days.
He resigned from his job at the
age of 48 to work full time for
farmers' cause.

SATNAM SINGH PANNU, 65
President, Kisan Mazdoor
Sangarsh Committee, Punjab

Pannu has
been taking a
hard line in
protests

against farm
laws for the
beginning. His union continued
dharna on the tracks at Jandiala

Guru near Amritsar even after
others agreed to call off the
protest last week. Formed in
2000, the oufit is now active in
10 districts of Punjab, including
four of Majha region, and three
each of Doaba and Malwa re-
gions.

The organisation has both
farmers and khet mazdoor as its
members. Thisis considered the
most aggressive farm organisa-
tion of Punjab. Pannu had
launched the outfit in 2000
when the then SAD-BJP govern-
ment was not lifting paddy from
mandis. It was due to their agi-
tation that farmers managed to
get paddy lifted. Hailing from
Piddi village in Tarn Taran dis-
trict, Pannu is a graduate and is
active since his student days.

DR DARSHAN PAL, 70
Member, working group, All
India Kisan Sangharsh

Coordination Committee;
president, Krantikari Kisan
Union Punjab

Dr Pal's outfit
is among
the10 mostac-
tive farm or-
ganisations in
Punjab. A
MBBS, MD (Anesthesia), PCMS
doctor, he took premature retire-
ment from his Punjab Civil
Medical Service job and became
an agriculturist as his family
owned 15 acres. He started par-
ticipating in farmers’ pro-
grammes in 2007 and joined
BKU.

In 2016, when Krantikari
Kisan Union was formed, he be-
came its member and was ap-
pointed the president of the
union during the Covid pan-
demic. A very articulate leader,
he gad been very active in talks
with central and state leaders.
His union is quite active in halfa
dozen districts of the Malwa
region.

8 oppn parties
call on govt to
address farmers’
concerns; Cong
not signatory

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 28

EIGHT OPPOSITION parties in a
joint statement on Saturday said
the attempts by police to stop the
farmers' march towards Delhi by
using tear gas, water cannons
and by digging up roads were like
"waging a war" and asked the
government to address the "con-
cerns" of the protesting farmers.

"Braving severe repression,
tear gassing, heavy water can-
noning, roadblocks, police barri-
cades and digging up the national
highways surrounding Delhi akin
towaginga 'war' onour farmers,
tens of thousands of farmers
have successfully reached the
National Capital of Delhi. We
salute their determination and
courage in this massive protest
demanding the withdrawal of
the retrograde anti-kisan agri
laws," the leaders of eight parties
said in a joint statement.

The signatories include NCP
chief Sharad Pawar, DMK leader T
RBaalu, CPI(M) general secretary
Sitaram Yechury, CPI's DRaja,R]D
leader Manoj KumarJha, CPI(ML)
general secretary Dipankar
Bhattacharya, RSP general secre-
tary Manoj Bhattacharya and
Forward Bloc general secretary
Debabrata Biswas.

However, the main opposi-
tion Congress was not part of the
statement.

“We reiterate our opposition
to these new agri-laws.... The
Central Government must ad-
here to the democratic process
and norms and address the con-
cerns of the protesting farmers,"
the statement said.

Haryana Police
submits status
report in HC
JAGPREET SINGH

SANDHU
CHANDIGARH, NOVEMBER 28

THE HARYANA Police has sub-
mitted a status report in the High
Court on the farmers’ protest,
saying farmer organisations
“have history of indulging in
criminal activities, creating law
and order problem and disturb-
ing public peace and order".

The report was submitted by
Haryana DIG (Law and Order) in
reply to the petition filed by
Haryana Progressive Farmers
Union - Sabka Mangal Ho. The
petitioner had filed a habeas cor-
pus pleaseeking directions to the
state to release the detainees al-
legedly picked up at midnight by
the police across Haryana.

In reply, the Haryana Police
has submitted, “The farmer or-
ganisations, including the peti-
tioner, recently held a protest
march on 10.09.2020 in which
serious law and order problem
was created by some of the agi-
tators, including committing se-
rious crime.” They submitted
that six persons mentioned in
the list provided by the petitioner
have not been detained or ar-
rested, and no person mentioned
isinillegal custody, thus seeking
dismissal of the petition.

Amid farm protests,
MP govt unveils
plan to boost mandi

structure, revenue

IRAM SIDDIQUE
BHOPAL,NOVEMBER 28

THE MADHYA Pradesh govern-
ment is planning boost infra-
structure at mandis in the state
by setting up shops for sub-
sidised agricultural products and
malls similar to Army canteens
within their premises, state
Agriculture Minister Kamal Patel
said Saturday.

According to the proposal, at
least 25 petrol pumps will also
be opened on a pilot basis inside
the premises of mandis.

His announcement—made
after a meeting with Union
Agriculture Minister Narendra
Singh Tomar—comes as farmers
inthe state protest the three con-
troversial farm laws and seeking
a separate legislation to ensure
functioning of mandis.

Patel refused to give a writ-
tenassurance to the state's farm-
ers on mandis, saying: “When
we have assured that the man-
dis will not cease to function,
there is not need to give the
same in writing. We are saying
that mandis will continue to
function.”

Shivkumar Sharma, a state
farmer leader, said the an-
nouncements made by Patel
were an attempt to mislead
farmers. "The government is try-
ing to portray a picture that
mandis will not eventually shut
down through these announce-
ments so that we don't protest.
But the ground reality is that
nothing will change through
these sops, nor will they bring
any benefit to farmer."

The state minister, mean-
while, said the shops will help
increase mandi revenue.

At the malls and stores, farm-
ers can use smart cards to make
purchases. A survey to identify
the availability of land has been
initiated. The mandis will also be
equipped with ATMs, banks,
restroom and canteens, with the
model first being implemented
in five mandis, Patel said.

The state minister claimed
that many of the protesting
farmers were paid. He also al-

33 filmsin
environmental
fest from Dec 5

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 28

Reinforcing

its stand

amid public
@ discontent

EXPLAINE

THOUSANDS OF farmers
from across Madhya
Pradesh have partici-
pated in protests against
the three farm laws, with
atleast 713 arrested and
several others detained
by the Government
Railway Police across
various police stations.
Amid the rising discon-
tent against the contro-
versial laws and fears of
closure of mandis, the
state government has
tried to re-enforce its
stand that the market-
places will continue to
remain operational and
will have no dearth of
funding—which will be
generated through other
mechanisms as well.

leged that the protests against
the farm bills was backed by an
"arthiya (middlemen)lobby". “If
the farmers would have been
against the farm bills, the
Bharaqtiya Janata Party would
not have won with such over-
whelming vote share in the by-
elections on 28 seats in Madhya
Pradesh and assembly elections
of Bihar,” he said.

He also claimed that the farm
loan waiver scheme of the
Kamal Nath-led Congress gov-
ernment had failed to benefit the
farmers, with many given letters
showing that their loan had been
waived but with the money not
being credited into their account.

“We will be filing a cheating
case against Nath and Rahul
Gandhi for fooling farmers,” said
Patel.

He added that the govern-
ment is working on a proposal to
procure vegetables from farm-
ers on Minimum Support Price
and enable two Farmer Producer
Organisations with 300 farmers
eachatblocklevels to set up cold
storage units.

Mumbai: 5-yr-old
boy crushed
to death by lift

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI,NOVEMBER 28

THE FIRST edition of the All Living
Things Environmental Film
Festival was announced recently
with a line-up of 33 films, se-
lected from over 100 films sub-
mitted from over 14 countries.

Due to the coronavirus pan-
demic, the festival will be organ-
ised online between December
5and 13.

Thefilmstobe showcased dur-
ing the festival include features,
documentaries, animation and
shorts, and will cover a variety of
topics - ranging from climate
change, biodiversity, habitats, ur-
ban life and food systems to en-
ergy, sustainability, wildlife, con-
servation, social justice, protection
and restoration of wildlife places.

Kunal Khanna, who founded
the festival with Neha Shreshta,
Marie Schega and Rudransh
Mathur, said, “In the coming years,
the festival will include virtual re-
ality, as well as a youth and alocal
engagements programme.”

A FIVE-YEAR-OLD boy was
crushed to deathin a lift accident
inMumbai's Dharavi on Saturday
afternoon. The boy, identified as
Hozefa Shaikh, had taken the lift
to his fourth floorhome and while
getting out of it, got stuck between
its outer and inner doors.

The incident took place
around 12:45 pm on Saturday.
Hozefa was with his sistersin the
lift, in a building in Shahu Nagar
area of Dharavi.

As the lift reached the fourth
floor, the two sisters, one elder,
the other younger, stepped out of
the lift's sliding grill and a
wooden door. Before Shaikh
could step out of the lift, he got
locked between the wooden door
that shut on him and the grill.

At that point, the lift was
called down and as it moved, it
crushed the five year old.

Anlocal police officer said that
an Accidental Death Report has
been filed in the matter.

With ‘cheat-sheet’ in online tests, II'Ts try out measures to raise honesty bar

AKSHARA SRIVASTAVA
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 28

WHILE ONLINE teaching was a
boon for educational institutions
scrambling to adapt to the new
normal of a pandemic, students
may have emerged withan upper
hand in the set-up, finding new
ways to cheat and indulge in aca-
demicdishonesty inonline exam-
inations, including in the Indian
Institutes of Technology (IIT).

Several reports of student
forming WhatsApp groups to
discuss question papers, collab-
orating on calls, or surfing the in-
ternet on a separate device dur-
ingan exam have emerged from
various IITs, prompting the gov-
ernment to step in.

The Ministry of Education

last month set up a 10-member
committee, headed by IIT-
Madras director Bhaskar
Ramamurthi, for suggesting
measures for "developing a com-
mon protocol for online internal
examinations” in centrally-
funded educational institutions
and ensuring "security and sanc-
tity" of such exams. Directors of
[IT-Kanpur, [IT-Bhuwaneshwar,
[IT-Delhi, [IT-Bhilai, NIT-Suratkal,
NIT-Durgapur, IIIT-Sri City, IlIT-
Guwahati and IISER Mohali are
other members of committee.
Due to Covid-19, all IITs had
by July decided to hold only on-
line classes until year-end.
However, academic integrity be-
came an issue thereafter.
AtIIT-Delhi, for instance, some
students taking online exams
formed WhatsApp groups where

solutions to questions are shared
and answers are confirmed. At
[IT-Bombay, a professor, on the
condition of anonymity, said stu-
dents sometimes take advantage
of bio breaks during exams. “Ina
normal semester, we can ask stu-
dents to visit the washroom be-
fore the exam starts; books and
notes hidden there (in bathroom)
are removed. But that has
changed in the online semester,”
the professor said. “Not allowing
students to visit the washroomiis
against their personal liberties,
and they could have health con-
cerns. We cannot ask them to pan
cameras across their rooms;
that's intrusion of privacy.”

Similar reports have
emerged from [IT-Kharagpur
and IIT-Ropar, too.

While professors accept that

cheating took place earlier too, it
is much more desperate in on-
line mode. "It is almost obses-
sive, and is being done ram-
pantly. To put it conservatively,
almost 95 per cent students
cheat,” another professor from
[IT-Bombay said.

The brunt of these practices
is faced by students who had
been scoring good grades. Due
to the relative marking system at
IITs, even students who had been
consistently scoring well have
scored less compared to before.

The administration has tried
tointervene by laying down sev-
eral measures.

Remote proctoring is a
method where an invigilator
oversees the examination on live
cameras. On the invigilator’s dis-
cretion, cameras can have a full-

body view where the answer
script is not visible, or a view of
students' faces, where surround-
ings are not visible. In both these
manners, students have in-
dulged in academic malpractice,
using a camera's limited field of
view to their advantage.
AtIIT-Delhi and IIT-Ropatr; pro-
fessors have given lengthy ques-
tion papers in lesser time, to en-
sure students have no time to
discuss answers. Some take VIVAs
after the written exam to ensure
students know what they write.
However, these measures are
continuously surpassed. "Even
though professors set lengthy
papers for lesser time, students
share solutions in groups,” said
a student from IIT Delhi on the
condition of anonymity.
Shantanu Roy, dean, aca-

New Delhi

demic programme, IIT-Delhi,
said faculty members have been
taking measures at their own
level to deal with such com-
plaints. "Itis only when a faculty
member decides to escalate the
matter to the dean, that we can
set up adisciplinary committee,”
he said. “We have to be ap-
proached by a student or faculty
member to do something. Until
now, members have dealt with
suchissues at their own.”

However, sources said when
the concern was raised at one IIT,
the students were asked to
'manage’ in a way that teachers
are not questioned.

The IIT-Bombay professor
said it is not possible to cover
everything with technology.
Giving an example of western
universities, he said how having

an honour code for exams pre-
vents cheating at most Ivy
League colleges. "The penalty for
breaking the honour code is so
high, it prevents students from
taking the risk of indulging in
such malpractice," he said.

In a similar incident from
2012, the Harvard Cheating
Scandal had come to light whena
teaching fellow noticed similari-
ties in answer scripts in a take-
home exam. It was brought to the
notice of the course professorand
the administration on charges of
plagiarism. In February 2013, al-
most 70 per cent of the investi-
gated students were 'forced to
withdraw' from the course. The
institute drafted and adopted an
Honour Code in 2014.

—WITHINPUTS FROM
RITIKACHOPRA
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Be ready to hit
streets, Suvendu
tells supporters

TMC maintains talks still possible

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, NOVEMBER 28

ADAY after he resigned from the
state Cabinet, it was learnt on
Saturday that dissident
Trinamool Congress (TMC)
leader Suvendu Adhikari has
told MLAs and party leaders
backing him to be ready to hit
the streets. This came evenas the
ruling party said the door for di-
alogue was still open.

“After he resigned, we have
been told to be ready to hit the
streets in campaign mode. We
are waiting for his green signal.
We have been preparing for this
for the past six months. Our sep-
arate organisation and followers
are ready in more than five dis-
tricts in Bengal,” said a TMC
leader close to Adhikari.

TMC MP Saugata Roy said
doors were still open for talks
with Adhikari. Roy has been
leading the party’s efforts to
keep Adhikari inits fold.

“Doors are still open for talks
with Suvendu. There should be
discussions with him.Iam hope-
ful of dialogue between Suvendu
and the party leadership,” Roy
told reporters, adding,
“Suvendu’s mother is unwell, so
the talks may have to wait till she
gets well.”

TMC sources said the party
called up the rebel leader’s father
Sisir Adhikari, who is an MP, to
ask his son to come to Kolkata for
a meeting. Sisir informed the
party that his wife was unwell
and Suvendu would not be able
to go to Kolkata, ruling out any
meeting between the two sides
in the coming days.

Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee will address a rally in
Medinipur on December 7, and
then embark on a series of pub-
lic meetings in various districts.
Medinipur is considered to be a
stronghold of Adhikari, who has
not only quit the Cabinet but has
also stepped down as the chair-

Suvendu Adhikari resigned
from the West Bengal
cabinet on Friday. File

person of the Hooghly River
Bridge Commission and the
Haldia Development Authority.
He is scheduled to address an
event in Mahishadal in Purba
Medinipur district on Sunday in
memory of freedom fighter
Ranajit Kumar Boyal.

According to sources,
Suvenduisinregular touch with
his own followers, TMC MLAs
and other grassroots party work-
ersand leadersin at least five dis-
tricts.

“He told us first to be self-re-
liant and have a separate organ-
isation ready. At least he is not a
person who will depend on oth-
ers. He has a mass base and we
have built up a system to chan-
nelise the mass base during the
upcoming elections. As a leader,
he has hisown fanbase,” said the
leader close to Adhikari.

As the rift between the TMC
and the dissident leader turned
into a chasm in the last few
months, posters and banners of
an organisation calling itself
“Amra Dadar Anugami [We are
our elder brother’s followers]”
appeared in different parts of
the state such as Purba and
Paschim Medinipur, Howrah,
Hooghly, Kolkata, Birbhum,
Jhargarm, and Siliguri. Sources
close to Adhikari said he and his
followers had successfully
formed an organisation in par-
allel to the TMC.

TMC will cease to exist in
a month, says Dilip Ghosh

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, NOVEMBER 28

BJP LEADERS on Saturday con-
tinued to target the Trinamool
Congress (TMC) over Suvendu
Adhikari’s resignation as state
transport minister.

State BJP president Dilip
Ghosh predicted that the ruling
party would be finished in a
month as its MLAs and MPs
would desert it one by one.

“Didi [CM Mamata Banerjee]|
has become a ‘Didi of promises’.

She is promising everything to
everyone now before the elec-
tions. Had she done this 10 years
ago such a bad situation would
not have arisen. People would
not have left the party like this.
MPs are leaving, MLAs are leav-
ing, and ministers are leaving the
party. What is left of such a
party? In a month, the party it-
self will cease to exist,” Ghosh
told reporters in Kolkata.

Asked about Adhikari, Ghosh
said, “Whatcanlsay? Heisstillin
the party.Itis up to him to decide
on what he will do.”

Group of lawyers
sends sipper, straws
for Stan Swamy

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI,NOVEMBER 28

A GROUP of lawyers on Friday
sent a sipper and a packet of
straws to Taloja central jail for
83-year-old Stan Swamy, ar-
rested in the Bhima Koregaon
case last month.

The parcel sent by the lawyers
from Delhi also had a letter ad-
dressed to the Superintendent of
jail. “We, the under signed
lawyers, feel that above all deten-
tion must be humane. To that ef-
fect, we urge you to make
arrangements for all inmates as
per the jail manual who have spe-
cial needs,” the letter said.

It urged the jail authorities to
“facilitate his dignified drinking
of water” and allow access to the
sipper and paper straws stating
that the objects would be per-
missible as per the jail manual
since they “cannot cause any
harm”.

The Maharashtra govern-
ment and authorities in
Mumbai's Taloja central jail say
Swamy was provided with all ba-
sic facilities, including a straw
and sipper cup, after he was

Stan
Swamy, 83,
isin Taloja
Jail

taken to the hospital ward within
weeks of his arrival in prison.

Swamy’s lawyers had on
Friday moved an application be-
fore the special court seeking
thatinstructions should be given
to the jail authorities to allow
him toreceive winter wear and a
straw and sipper. The straw and
sipper were sought since he suf-
fers from Parkinson’s disease
and finds it difficult to hold a
glass due to tremors in his hands.
The court has sought a report
from the jail and posted the case
on December 4.

The court on Friday also re-
jected an application filed by the
lawyers seeking that the
National Investigation Agency
(NIA) be directed to return the
sipper cup and straw seized from
Swamy at the time of his arrest
month. The NIA said that it had
conducted a personal search of
Swamy and no such articles
were found.

Apni Party spokesmanin list
of Roshni Act ‘beneficiaries’

DEEPTIMANTIWARY &
ARUN SHARMA

NEW DELHI, JAMMU,
NOVEMBER 28

THE NEWLY-FORMED Jammu
and Kashmir Apni Party led by
Altaf Bukhari in the erstwhile
state has now found itself in the
crosshairs of the Roshni Act in-
vestigations. The party’s
spokesperson Bikram Malhotra
has been mentioned in one of
the two fresh lists of alleged ben-
eficiaries -- in Samba and Nazoor
-- published by the Union terri-
tory administration on Saturday.
In the Samba list, Bikram
Malhotra and his brother Aditya
Malhotra have been mentioned
as alleged beneficiaries of over
17 kanals of land each in Palth
village. The list mentions him
merely as “Son of Ex Chairman
Legislative Council” -- his father
Amrit Malhotra is an old-timer
in the Congress and had been
elected as the Chairman of the
Legislative Council in 2015.
Apni Party came into being in

Apni Party
chief
Altaf
Bukhari

March, 2020 with blessings from
Delhi, which, after the decisions
of August 5, 2019 and long-term
detention of all key politicians,
wanted political engagement to
begin on the ground. Led by for-
mer PDPleader Altaf Bukhari with
over 20 former MLAs from PDP,
NC and the Congress, the party
was expected to take Centre’s gov-
ernance and developmental nar-
rative for Kashmir to the people.
It is also contesting the ongoing
District Development Council
pollsin the UT.

“We had bought agricultural
land from someone over 20
years ago. While most part of it
was his ownership land, the rev-
enue department had entered
khasra Girdawari in his name for
aportion as he was growing agri-
culture produce on it. As had

been the usual practice at that
time, we bought the entire land,
including the portion for which
khasra Girdawari was entered in
his name by the revenue depart-
ment. When government came
up with a scheme for vesting
ownership rights of land to its
occupants subject to payment of
costs, we too applied for it,”
Malhotra told The Sunday
Express. “It was an agricultural
land and we are also using it for
agricultural purposes. It was a
government scheme of that time
and we followed all the rules
prescribed under it.”

Other key names in the new
list are former MLC and PDP
leader Nizamuddin Khatana and
former Congress MLA Parkash
Chand Sharma’s son Sanjeev.
While Khatana is alleged to have
encroached upon eight kanals of
land in Jammu’s Sunjwan, Sharma
is an alleged beneficiary of three
kanals in Nandini area of Samba.

Khatana and Sharma were
not available for comment.

Other alleged beneficiaries
include businessman Sajjad

CBI searches 45 places in
4 states in coal scam case

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA,NOVEMBER 28

THE CBI on Saturday conducted
searches in 45 premises spread
across West Bengal, Bihar,
Jharkhand and Uttar Pradesh in
connection with an ongoing in-
vestigation into the illegal trade
of coal.

The searches were con-
ducted at the residences and of-
fices of Anup Maji alias Lala, the
alleged kingpin of the racket,
along with those of his associ-
ates. The residences and offices
of Eastern Coalfields Ltd (ECL) of-
ficials were also searched.

Sources said that during the
searches, more than Rs 40 lakh
and incriminating documents
were recovered. Electronic de-
vices were also seized.

According to CBI, Maji, in con-
nivance with ECL officials and se-
curity officers, engaged inillegal
mining of coal from mines on
leasehold areas of ECL. Sleuths
also believe that a section of offi-
cers of Railways and other de-
partments are also involved.

AnFIR was registered by CBI's
anti-corruption branch in
Kolkata on November 27 under
relevant sections of the IPC and

Alocation searched by the
CBI in Kolkata. Express

Prevention of Corruption Act,
1988 relating to criminal con-
spiracy, criminal breach of trust
by public servant, criminal mis-
conduct by public servant, etc.

The FIR names Maji, along
with former ECL general man-
ager (Kunustoria area) Amit
Kumar Dhar, general manager
(Kajoraarea)Jayesh ChandraRai,
chief of security (Asansol)
Tanmoy Das and security in-
charge (Kajora) Debashish
Mukherjee, among others.

The FIR also states that dur-
ingajointinspection conducted
by the Vigilance Department
and ECL task force on several

ECLOFFICER DIES
AFTER SEARCH OPS

Kolkata: A security officer
with the ECL fell ill after the
CBIsearched his residence in
Asansol’s Jamuria on
Saturday.Dhananjay Rai was
in charge of security in
Kunustoria area in Raniganj.
He fell sick after CBI sleuths
searched him home and was
taken to a local hospital,
where he was declared
brought dead. ENS

leasehold areas under ECL, evi-
dence of extensive illegal mining
on leasehold areas under ECL
and its transportation was found.
During these inspections a large
number of vehicles and equip-
ment used in illegal coal mining
[transportation and illegally ex-
cavated coal have been seized.

The BJP welcomed the CBI
searches. “For years, the illegal
coal scam has been happening
inBengal and other areas. CBlin-
vestigation will bring out the
truth. There are big names be-
hind the illegal coal racket,”
Bengal BJP president Dilip Ghosh
said.

Chaudhary, who allegedly got 20
kanals in Jammu, and
Mohammed Majid, who as a
government employee allegedly
availed of 17 kanals under the
scheme. Businessman Sudhir
Khurana (25 kanals) and Sahil
Mahajan (20 kanals) are also
mentioned in the Samba list.

Names of retired DIG Khalid
Durani, retired forest officer
Sultan Ali, retired DFO Qumar Ali
and Lambardar Jamat Ali have
figured in the list of alleged land
encroachers in Jammu.

The administration had ear-
lier mentioned ex-PDP leader
Haseeb Drabu and three of his
kin as alleged beneficiaries apart
from Congress treasurer KK
Amla and four NC leaders. On
Tuesday, it alleged that the resi-
dence of Omar and Farooq
Abdullah was built on en-
croached forest land. It also
claimed that a patch of land in
had been encroached by PDP for
its office. Both parties denied the
charge. UT administration offi-
cials, however, say that the rev-
enue records show otherwise.

UP journalist,
friend die after
house fire; cops
probe cause

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW, NOVEMBER 28

A 37-year-old journalist and his
friend died of burns under mys-
terious circumstances after the
former’s house at Kalwari village
in Balrampur district caught fire
on Friday night. Three men, who
were drinking with the duo the
same night, have been detained.
They have identified as Ravi
Chaudhary, former village head
Ram Surat and Babu Mishra.

The journalist, Rakesh Singh
Nirbhik, used to work with Hindi
daily Rashtriya Swaroop while
another deceased, Pintu, was
employed asaDJ.

Police have lodged a case un-
der various IPC charges, includ-
ing murder. Balrampur SP Dev
Ranjan Verma said Rakesh'’s father
hasalleged some people werein-
volved ina blast at his house.

“We have lodged a case on
this, but till now, no evidence of
the blast has been found. As per
our findings, there was no blast
there. There isabed in the house
which probably caught fire first.
One wall has been broken from
outside. The house is severely
burnt,” said Verma.

Statue of Unity seaplane service suspended again

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
AHMEDABAD,NOVEMBER 28

THE SEAPLANE service between
the Statue of Unity at Kevadia in
Narmada district and Sabarmati
riverfrontin Ahmedabad hasbeen
suspended for 15 days after the
Twin Otter 300 aircraft flew toits
home country, Maldives, for a
maintenance schedule on
Saturday.

The service, run by the SpiceJet
under the banner of Spice Shuttle,
will be resumed after the seaplane
returns to India by December 15,

The service was launched by
PM Modi on October 31. File

officials said.
On Saturday, the seaplane
took off for Male in the Maldives,

BJP won't field Muslim for
Belagavi bypoll: minister

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
BENGALURU,NOVEMBER 28

KARNATAKA RURAL
Development Minister K S
Eshwarappa on Saturday said
the BJP will not field a Muslim
candidate for the by-election to
the Belagavi Lok Sabha seat.
The senior BJP leader said
state and national leaders will
select a candidate who can win
by gaining the trust of the peo-
ple. “In BJP there is no question
of Kuruba, Lingayat, Vokkaliga or
Brahmin community. We will all
sit together and discuss. This is
the system, ademocratic way. In
no party other than BJP there is
ademocratic system,” he said.
Eshwarappa said, “Whether
we give (ticket) to Kurubas or
Lingayats or Vokkaligas or

Rural
Development
Minister KS

| Eshwarappa

Brahmins, we will not give to a
Muslim. Belagavi is one of the
centres of Hindutva, there is no
question of us giving tickets to
Muslims here. We will give tick-
ets to Hindutva proponents, |
don't know whether we will give
it to followers of Sangolli
Rayanna, Kittur Chennamma
(freedom fighters) or
Shankaracharya.”

The Belagavi Lok Sabha seat
recently fell vacant following the
death of Union Minister of State
for Railways Suresh Angadi from
Covid-19.

where it is set to undergo “major
maintenance” at a hanger in an
aerodrome facility, Gujarat gov-
ernment officials said.

This is the second time since
itsinauguration on October 31 by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
that the seaplane service has
been suspended for mainte-
nance. The first “routine mainte-
nance” of the aircraft was carried
out three days after its inaugura-
tion when the services were sus-
pended for two days.

Captain Ajay Chauhan, the
Director of Civil Aviation,
Government of Gujarat, told The

Sunday Express the seaplane had
to be sent to the Maldives as it is
registered in that country and be-
cause India does not yet have a
hangar facility for maintenance
of seaplanes.

“The seaplane has to manda-
torily undergo maintenance at
various levels, depending on its
flying hours and distance cov-
ered. This is amajor maintenance
and occurs after every stipulated
flying hours. Since its arrival, the
seaplane has flown for a signifi-
cant number of hours, including
its journey to reach India,”
Chauhan said.

Rape case against
Chandy conspiracy
by actor-MLA, says
kin now in Cong

SHAJU PHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
NOVEMBER 28

THE SOLAR scandal which rocked
the previous Congress govern-
ment in Kerala has got a twist
with aformer Kerala Congress (B)
leader alleging that the rape
charge by the accused against for-
mer chief minister Oommen
Chandy was a conspiracy at the
behest of former minister KB
Ganesh Kumar, who did not want
his relationship with the woman
exposed and had a “grudge
against Chandy” for not re-in-
ducting him into the Cabinet.

Despite repeated attempts,
Kumar was not available for
comment.

Former state secretary of
Kerala Congress (B) Manoj
Kumar alias Saranya Manoj, who
is a close relative of Left-backed
legislator and Kerala Congress
(B)leader Kumar, recently joined
the Congress. Talking to the me-
dia on Saturday, he said Kumar
had intervened several times af-
ter the arrest of the accused to
change the statement of the
woman. “Kumar had a long
standing relationship with the
complainant woman. When the
solar scam cropped up, he
wanted that relationship not ex-
posed. As his close relative, | had
urged the complainant and her
advocates not to name Kumar
anywhere in the case,” he said,
adding that Kumar had a grudge
against Chandy after he was
forced to quit the Cabinet over
the domestic violence case
moved by his wife.

Addressing an election meet-
ing in Kollam on Friday, Manoj
said, “There was no allegation
against Oommen Chandy. His
name was added in the letter,
purportedly written by the

LR
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Chandy

woman, at the behest of Ganesh
Kumar. When the solar case
emerged with the arrest of the
woman... Kumar knew that he
would be an accused. He
pleaded with me to help. Kumar
wanted the woman to name
Chandy and his name was delib-
erately added in her letter.”

Manoj also alleged that
Kumar's office secretary Pradeep
Kottathala had also intervened
to tutor the woman to repeat-
edly change her statement.
Incidentally, Kottathala was ar-
rested last week on charges of
threatening a prosecution wit-
ness in the case pertaining to the
abduction and sexual assault of a
woman actor.

The solar scam came up in
2013 when a con woman and
her partner were arrested on
charges of cheating several
prospective investors in the so-
lar sector. In aletter purportedly
written by her, the woman had
alleged that several Congress
leaders had sexually abused her,
claiming that the then chief min-
ister had subjected her to unnat-
ural sex at his official residence
in2012.

The woman had repeated the
allegation before a judicial panel
which probed the scam. The
panel in 2017 had recom-
mended that a case of sexual
abuse be registered against
Chandy and other Congress
leaders. But the government got
adverse legal advice and did not
pursue it. Chandy moved the
high court and got the FIR
against him quashed.

Missing fishing boat,
which sparked fears
of 26/11 repeat, found

SRINATHRAO
MUMBAI,NOVEMBER 28

A FISHING boat carrying four
crew members was found off
the coast of Palghar district two
days after its disappearance
sparked fears of a hijack and
possible repeat of 26/11 on its
12th anniversary.

The fishermen—
Dyaneshwar Tandel (51), Dilip
Tandel (55), Jagannath Tandel
(61) and Praveen Dhanu (38) —
had set out from their home in
Palghar’s Satpati village at 6 am
on Thursday. They were ex-
pected to return with the day’s
catch by 5 pm.

However, their boat,
Agnimata, failed to return that
night. With no sight of the vessel
even on Friday morning, the vil-
lage’s fishermen’s society held a
meeting. Dyaneshwar Tandel’s
wife Sujataregistered a missing
person’s complaint at Satpati
police station.

The vessel’s disappearance
deeply worried the district ad-
ministration. The small vessel

was not equipped with an
Automatic Identification System
transponder—which allows the
Indian Navy and Indian Coast
Guard to keep track of vesselsin
Indian waters—or a GPS. “The
way the boat disappeared with-
out a trace, we were afraid it
may have been hijacked by
someone,” said Palghar Police
spokesperson Sub Inspector
Sachin Navadkar.

Worried that events of ex-
actly 12 years ago, when
Pakistani terrorists hijacked an
Indian fishing boat on their way
to Mumbai, may repeat them-
selves, the district police alerted
the Navy, Coast Guard,
Maharashtra Anti Terrorism
Squad and police.

On Thursday, a fisherman
discovered the vessel with itsen-
gine dead, sail unfurled and crew
intact. He left, promising to re-
turn. But the Agnimata would
this time be swept away by
strong winds.

Finally, on Saturday, four
boats discovered the vessel
some nine nautical miles from
shore. Its crew was unhurt.

Karnataka CM’s political secy hospitalised
after ‘suicide’ attempt, doctors say stable

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
BENGALURU,NOVEMBER 28

KARNATAKA CHIEF Minister BS
Yediyurappa's political secretary
and relative N R Santosh, who
was hospitalised following an al-
leged suicide attempt, is “stable
and cheerful” and may be dis-
charged in a day or two, doctors
treating him said Saturday.

The state Congress de-
manded an investigation into
the incident and claimed that
some confidential matters are
linked toiit.

An FIR has been registered
against Santosh for allegedly at-
tempting to kill himself, police
sources said.

Santosh is said to have at-
tempted suicide by consuming

sleeping pills on Friday night.

On finding him unconscious
at his Dollars Colony residence
here, family members rushed
him to the Ramaiah Memorial
Hospital.

Santosh (31) was brought at
about 8.30 pm with an alleged
history of consumption of sleep-
ing tablets at around 7 pm, the
Hospital President Dr Naresh
Shetty said in a statement.

Noting that on admission he
was drowsy, the doctor said ap-
propriate treatment was admin-
istered immediately and all in-
vestigations were carried out.

“He has been taking sleeping
tablets occasionally for his sleep
disturbance as per past history.
This morning, the patient is sta-
ble. He had his breakfast and is
cheerful. The plan is to shift the

New Delhi

patient to the ward post noon to-
day. He may be discharged in a
day or two, based on his health
status and recovery,” the state-
ment added.
ICU specialist at the hospital
Dr Deepak said Santosh was sta-
ble without any drowsiness and
all his parameters— including BP,
pulse and heart rate—were good
Yediyurappa had rushed to
the hospital late last night to in-
quire about Santosh's health.
“This morning, we walked
together for 45 minutes. Even
myesterday [ saw him, he was
happy. I don't know why this
happened. [ will find outand talk
to his family,” he said.
Meanwhile, the
Sadashivanagar police have reg-
istered an FIR against Santosh,

police sources said.

They have recorded his wife
Jahnavi's statement. Jahnavi said
there was some "political imbal-
ance," which he had taken to
heart. He was upset since morn-
ing (yesterday), he had gone out
in the evening and came back
around 7 pm,” she said.

Santosh, who is
Yediyurappa's grand nephew,
was appointed as the Chief
Minister's political secretary in
May this year. He had also
served as Yediyurappa's per-
sonal assistant when he was
Leader of Opposition and BJP
state President.

Recently, there were re-
ports that Santosh may resign
from the post of Chief Minister's
political secretary, citing differ-
ences with a few in
Yediyurappa's inner circle.
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Chhattisgarh: Five CRPF
personnel injured in IED blast

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
RAIPUR,NOVEMBER 28

FIVE PERSONNEL of the CRPF's
CoBRA (Commando Battalion
for Resolute Action) unit were
injured in an IED blast triggered
by naxals in Chhattisgarh's
Sukma district on late Saturday
evening, an official said.

The Improvised Explosive
Device went off in the forest near
Tadmetla village when a team of

security forces was out on an
anti-naxal operation, Inspector
General of Police (Bastar range)
Sundarraj P said.

"At least five personnel be-
longing to CoBRA's 206th battal-
ion sustained injuries in the
blast," he said.

"The injured are being evac-
uated from the forest,” he
added.

A CRPF official said that one
of the five personnel had suf-
fered critical injuries.

Chargesheet in Anvay Naik
case to be filed soon: Deshmukh

Nagpur: Maharashtra Home
Minister Anil Deshmukh on
Saturday said a chargesheet will
soon be filed in the architect-in-
terior designer Anvay Naik sui-
cide case, in which journalist
Arnab Goswamii is an accused.
Besides Goswami, two oth-
ers are also accused of abetting

the suicide of Naik and his
mother in 2018.

“Itis only after getting permis-
sion from the court, investigation
into the Anvay Naik suicide case,
inwhich Arnab Goswamiisanac-
cused, is currently going on. Very
soonachargesheet will befiled in
this case," Deshmukh said. PTI

THE H.P. STATE CODPERATIVE MILK PRODUCERS"
FEDERATION LIMITED TOTL, SHIMLA-171041

i 43 Pa s xR
Shorl Term

% Datact 29,70 20020
Tender Nolice

H. P Mikfod irctas dhe anling bids anilem rale, m alectronic
sardenng syslem, in 2 cover syslem for the folowing matier:-

TWEETS CRITICAL OF CJI

A-G declines consent for criminal contempt
against Bhushan: Expressed regret for error

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 28

ATTORNEY GENERAL K K
Venugopal has declined consent
to initiate criminal contempt of
court proceedings against advo-
cate Prashant Bhushan over his
tweets critical of Chief Justice of
India S A Bobde on the latter’s
visit to Kanha National Park in
Madhya Pradesh.

Venugopal said that Bhushan
had subsequently “expressed re-
gret for the error made”.

In a letter to advocate Sunil
Kumar Singh, who had sought
his consent, the A-G said he was
initially inclined to grant consent
for contempt proceedings, as he
was “of the opinion that impu-
tations contained in the three
tweets to the effect that the Chief
Justice of India committed an act
of impropriety in accepting facil-
ities of the State of Madhya
Pradesh during his visit to Kanha
National Park, while a case per-
taining to the disqualification of

Bhushan'’s tweets were prima facie contumacious,
Venugopal said

certain members of the
Assembly of Madhya Pradesh
was pending before him, were
wholly unwarranted, improper,
devoid of legal basis and prima
facie contumacious...”.
However, he stated, “I do not
thinkit would be in publicinter-
est to give consent for proceed-
ing on the basis of the original
tweet in view of the subsequent
tweet expressing regret.”
Venugopal also explained in
the letter why he was of the
opinion that Bhushan’s tweets

were prima facie contumacious.

He wrote: “Firstly, the Chief
Justice of India is one of the high-
est constitutional functionaries
in the country and is to receive
protocol as befits the stature of
his office. He is also entitled to ‘Z-
plus’ security. Additionally, in
terms of the Madhya Pradesh
State Guest Rules, 2011, the Chief
Justiceisa ‘State Guest’ and isen-
titled therefore for to be ex-
tended facilities for the purpose
of his reception, transport and
boarding.”

Also, he stated, “one must
keep in mind the fact that it has
been reported widely in the
press that Kanha National Park,
since about 2016-2017, has been
overrun by Maoists, and has seen
the presence of nearly 200
armed cadre.... The ChiefJustice,
notwithstanding his Z-Plus
Security, would therefore have
been extremely vulnerable were
he to have travelled by road in his
convoy, with ambulance and
other facilities through the
Kanha National Park.

“It was therefore, the most
prudent and appropriate meas-
ure for the State Government to
have the Chief Justice of India
transported via helicopter. The
imputation of impropriety
therefore was improper
and without application of
mind to these realities and is
contumacious.”

Venugopal also pointed out
that “the attempt to link the re-
ceipt of facilities, to which the CJI
is in any event entitled, to pen-
dency of a case of disqualifica-

tion of members of the
Assembly..was also improper....
the fate of the (MP) Government
did not depend on the outcome
of the said case, as the resigna-
tion of the said MLAs had already
been accepted by the previous
Speaker.

Venugopal said that on
November 4, Bhushan, “know-
ing that a request had been
made to me...for consent for
prosecuting an application for
contempt in the Supreme
Court, and realising that he had
made a mistake in connecting
the facilities provided to the
Chief Justice by Madhya
Pradesh Government to the
survival of the Government,
had put another tweet in public
domain”.

In this latest tweet, he “ex-
pressed regret for the error made
in his earlier tweet on 21.10.2020.
He has stated publicly that it was
incorrect to state that the fate of
the Government of Madhya
Pradesh depended on the case
pending” before the CJI.

One of the women’s gowns
used to smuggle the heroin,
which was concealed in
buttons

DRI: Heroin
smuggling
racket busted,
three arrested

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, NOVEMBER 28

THE DIRECTORATE of Revenue
Intelligence (DRI) Saturday said
they busted an inter-continen-
tal racket of drug smuggling,
wherein heroin was concealed
in buttons sewn into women's
gowns ina courier consignment
sent from South Africa to
Mumbai.

DRI officials in Mumbai inter-
cepted a parcel that had arrived
from South Africato the hubofan
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mtp=sidhpmilkled.org for completa detaiks. Bidders shouid visil
the websile Fom lire 1o lire o eale e coerigendum,  any.
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Mode. The details of e-tender notice are as given below:

OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER BUILDING CELL
U.P.P.W.D., LUCKNOW
(eebldgcell@gmail.com)

festrer- 23.11.2020

(E-Tender Notice)
Superintending Engineer, Building Cell, UPPWD, Lucknow on behalf of Governor of Uttar Pradesh invites Expression of Interest from
reputed Consultants for Comprehensive Integrated Consultancy Services(CIC)/Project Monitoring Consultancy (PMC) services having
experience and expertise in the field of Building Engineering for shortlisting of Consultants for preparation of Architectural/Engineering
design & drawings, project monitoring from conceptualization to handing over of the Project to Client Department, to be executed on EPC

S. District
No.

Name of Work

Land Area
(in Acre)

Approximate Project
Cost (Rs in Crore)

Processing &
Document Fee

NORTH CENTRAL RAILWAY, PRAYAGRAJ

E:Tendar Moties Mo, AGC-M-COMCLO-Bakd-2020 Date: 25.11.2020
E-TEMDER HOTICE

Sr. DME |CEWTorih Central Babwiary, Agr aoling lor and on behall of

thn Frosidont aof India wwibes "Cpon Tendor® Frocogh on Line onky

{E=Terdanng) lor B tollowrg wark.

Mz ol work with Hs locabon

Appron. Gost
of the waork
T GE.B0 GG
{AR ity Sin Lakhs MEnay
Hina Trowsiond Eight
Hundrad Sty and Paisa
Forsy Thiao onkf)
Far ull dsiaila and asbmiseicn af Bid please asa (bg ngisn
Aallmiay Waheiln waw inepa.goy.in, Bodem will ke abla e b
imair coiginalitevised bids through web porial wess.lreps.govla
up to-16.00 hrs on 24.12.2020. fanual olfors are.nob allomod
aoainst 1kis tandar, and any such manwal olfor recabwed shall
be sroied. 1A )

) Horth cenlral raimays W& CFRONCR

CulsnurdErg of coTpieheralve cleaning
activity of dapel @R Yard and
BTPN Wagens ab Tank and Wagon
dapat Baad lor & pedod of 03 years

MODERN COACH FACTORY, RAEBARELI

er No: MCF-RBL-AMCFT-2020 Dueon:28.12.2020
Dy. Chief Mechanical Engineer/Safety, Modern Coach Factory, Raebareli, for and on behalf
of president of India, invites ONLINE open e-tender based on single packet system from
reputed firms through Indian Railways portal www.ireps.gov.in for tender notice no. MCF-
RBL-AMCFT-2020 Due on:28.12.2020 on prescribed format for the under mentioned
work- Description of work :- Non Comprehensive AMC of fire Fighting Equipments
mounted on 4 nos. fire fighting vehicles for 3 years., Approx. Value (in%):-Rs. 6,47,659.56
(Rs. Six Lakh Forty Seven Thousand Six Hunderd Fifty Nine and Fifty Six Paisa Only),
Earnest Money rounded off to nearest multiple of 100. (in 3):- Rs.13,000.00 (Rs.
Thirteen Thousand Only), Cost of Tender document: Rs.3,000.00, Completion period
from the date of commencement of work:- 36 Months (03 Years) « Date and Time of
closing of tender - 28.12.2020 at 15:30 hrs. « Detailed Tender Notice, Eligibility criteria,
Terms & conditions are available at tender document at Indian Railways portal :
www.ireps.gov.in. Dy. Chief Mechanical Engineer / Safety

(Website Address: www.ireps.gov.in & www.mcf.indianrailways.gov.in)
CORRIGENDUM No . 01 Dated : 26.11.2020
01 [E-Tender No. 17/ET/2020-21| TenderNo. |Due date may be read as09.12.2020
Dated 23.10.2020 03201074A | instead of 23.11.2020
02 | E-Tender No. 12/ET/2020-21| TenderNo. |Due date maybereadas 18.01.2021
Dated 10.09.2020 05205007 | instead of 07.12.2020
03 | E-Tender No. 17/ET/2020-| Tender No| Existing | Modified Due date may be
21 Dated 23.10.2020 04205017| _ Qty Qty readas 17.12.2020
10 Set 15Set |instead of 14.12.2020
Pre-bid conference date | Tender due date may
04205014|may be read as 05.12.2020 |be read as 28.12.2020
instead of 01.12.2020 | instead of 23.12.2020
DESCRIPTION

Pre-bid conference: The Pre-Bid Conference will be held at 11:00 hrs on 05.12.2020 at
Main Conference hall, MCF Raebareli. All Vendors who want to participate in pre-bid
conference through online mode should submit details of email id & Mobile number of the
authorized person latest by 18:00 hrs, 02.12.2020 on email id:mudit.0463@gov.in.

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

04 |E-Tender No. 19/ET/2020-| Tender No,
21 Dated 13.11.2020

SRS IR
airdmaaislfﬁumwmmfm

mwmmﬁ sﬁmtﬂm udil

fedhar fofaer smvizor gaer
(gem ffaeT amvT PR - 233149(Drinking Water and Sanitation)20-21"D
fAfaer amar wea— DWSD/HATIA/01/2020-21  faeia — 28/11/2020
Operation and Maintenance of
56.75 MLD WTP at Hatia Filtration
Plant by Intake works at Hatia
Dam, Raw water rising mains
from Hatia Dam to WTP, Clear
water rising mains of C.I. Pipe
and process water rising main of

1 | B @1 M CI pipe, Clear water distribution
mains in Hatia water supply
scheme from existing ESR and
GSR under D.W. and S. Division
Hatia Project Ranchi. water
supply scheme for three year
(2020-21, 2021-22 and 2022-23)
Excluding the energy cost.

2 | s vl (o ) 7,00,29,?81.00 (1T aRIe IR al |

3 [ emeH @1 IR (w7 H) 7,01,000.00 (A1 @G U BWIR )

4 | Frl |eifa @ @ty BAN A8

5 gf;qm fowt 71 79 (& 10,000.00 (3% BVIR)

6 |5y ‘Z;Waa FIRT 1 03/12/2020 @ 7afo 11.00 a9 |

: 07/12/2020 EENGENENEREN

7 m@' dow @ fofy v Td el [T, SREvs, I

a% Pt e |

g | Pt sifid @1 ol R 14411019020 71 st 05.00 7 7w

g
ML DI A1 T ARHATIT

9 faum geu wifts &1 siftm | 16/12/2020 &1 s 4:00 ao1 @ |
ffer vd w97 |

10 | PO I 1 ROTT 1 46/1212020 9 s 04.30 )

1 Mo @1 teAM v | dRdes w;ﬁv%nﬁwaqdww,
T I

12 e gr1 ffasr @rer HrITeTd AT, WIoTd Ud Xaead] JAved,
SRAN BT U vd gaqr | sfear A, I

13 HI‘MN"IC CARIKRACA) W 8340373540
3‘ TIRINAC Aol bl TERIT

14 2= =0 0651-2480345 vd 9931100907

favga oM@ 2g dawrse http://jharkhandtenders.gov.in
TR ¥ | YTt <Tf3T T 21erdT 96 A & ST THR A ST M3y Y
<TEM B P

PR 236428 (Drinking Water and Sanitation) 20-21 (D)

Sid- 1 2 3 4 5 6
H H 1 Amroha  |Construction of Residential and Non- 50.64 126.44 3,000+300 +54 (GST)
Hﬂl’lﬂgll’lu Director Residential Police Line at District Amroha
2 Barielly  |Construction of District Jail at Bareilly 85 96.69 3,000+300 +54 (GST)

Opening of proposal 22.12.2020 at 3:00 pm
not be published in any newspaper.

www.etender.up.nic.in

w

the available gateway.

~

UPID NO. 157251
DATE-25.11.2020
WWW.upgov.nic.in

Sd/- (Pawan Verma) Executive Engineer,
Building Cell, UPPWD, Lucknow

Period for downloading of EOI document from 30/11/2020 at 11:00 am to 21/12/2020 upto to 05:00 PM.
Last date of submission of proposal 22.12.2020 upto 12:30 Noon
Submission of the proposal in hard copy 22.12.2020 upto 05:00 PM
No!e 1. The applicants are requested to keep on checking website www.etender.up.nic.in regularly for any corrigendum which shall
2. The formats and other details of the EOI is available in the bid document which is available on the website
. The tender fee shall be deposited online through Net Banking/RTGS on the e-tender portal site www.etender.up.nic.in through

. On the said portal by clicking “Tenders by Organisation”, then under organization name “Chief Engineer, Bhawan, PWD,
Lucknow" the EOI document can be searched by date/number of tender notice, by name of the work etc.

Sd/- (Vipin Kumar Rai) Superintending Engineer,
Building Cell, UPPWD, Lucknow
For on behalf of Governor of UP

Ref. No. 1709/i1-02(xvi)/ITCO/URRDA/20

Chief Engineer, Uttarakhand Rural Roads Development Agency

First Floor, Directorate of Panchayatiraj, Opp-IT Park, Sahastradhara Road, Dehradun
Ph. : 0135-2608125, Fax : 2608126, Email : ut-urrda@pmgsy.nic.in, urrda@yahoo.com

Dated : 27.11.2019

PRADHAN MANTRI GRAM SADAK YOJANA (PMGSY)
e-Procurement Notice

orequivalent®.

non-responsive.

The Executive Director, WAPCOS Limited on behalf of URRDA, Government of
Uttarakhand invites the item rate bids in electronic tendering system for construction of
Roads under Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana in the Districts of Uttarakashi for 01
number of Package with estimated cost totaling to Rs. 3.54 Crore and District Aimora
for 01 number of package with estimated cost totaling to Rs. 2.74 Crore. including their
maintenance for Five years from the eligible contractors registered with PWD/CPWD

Date of release of Invitation for Bids through e-procurement : 28-11-2020.

Availability of Bid Documents and mode of submission : The bid documents are
available online and should be submitted online in www.pmgsytendersuk.gov.in. The
bidder would be required to register in the web-site which is free of cost. For
submission of the bids, the bidder is required to have Digital Signature Certificate
(DSC) from one of the authorized Certifying Authorities. The bidders are required to
submit (a) original demand draft towards the cost of bid document and (b) original bid
security in approved form and (c) original affidavit regarding correctness of information
furnished with bid document as per provisions of Clause 4.4 B. at WAPCOS Ltd, plot
No. 209, Phase-l, Basant Vihar, Dehradun, Uttarakhand, on a date mentioned in
MBD/SBD either by registered post or by hand, failing which the bids shall be declared

Last Date/Time for receipt of bids through e-procurement : 11-12-2020 01:00 PM.
for further details please log on www.pmgsytendersuk.gov.in

contacted 10:00 AM to 05:00 PM.

Chief Engineer,
URRDA, Dehradun

* Non Registered bidders may submit bids, howover, the successful bidders must get
registered in appropriate class with appropriate authorities before signing the contract.

Note: for e-Procurement for any sort of queries 0135-2976077 number may be

India hosts SCO summit Monday,
PMs of member-states to attend

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 28

international courier company in
Mumbai. While examining the
parcel, they noticed alarge num-
ber of buttons sewn onto each
gown in the parcel, and found
heroin hidden inside the buttons.
Eventually, 396 grams of the drug

India is hosting the summit

for the first time after it

THE PRIME Ministers of Russia,

Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan and

China,
the grouping in 2017

Uzbekistan will attend a summit of the
heads of government of the Shanghai

Cooperation Organisation (SCO) on

Monday, while Pakistan will be

sented by its parliamentary secretary
for foreign affairs, the Ministry of

External Affairs (MEA) has said.

India is hosting the summit for the

first time after it gained full me

ship of the influential grouping in 2017.
The summit will take place in the vir-

tual format.

The MEA said Vice President
Venkaiah Naidu will chair the 19th
meeting of the SCO Council of Heads of
Government, which is held annually
with a focus on trade and economic

agenda of the organisation.

“The Prime Ministers from SCO
China,
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan and
Uzbekistan will attend the meeting on

member-states Russia,

November 30. Pakistan will be

sented by the parliamentary secretary

for foreign affairs,” the MEA sa
statement.

Besides the SCO member-states, the
four observer states of the SCO —

gained full membership of

was seized.

Later, a team of DRI officers
went along with the vehicle of the
courier company and nabbed the
Indian national who came to take
the delivery of the parcel from the
courier person that evening. On

repre-

mber-

summit.

India assumed the chair of the SCO
Council of Heads of Government on
November 2 last year as per rotation
from the previous chair — Uzbekistan —
and will complete its year-long tenure
on November 30 by hosting the summit.

“It will be the first time that a sum-
mit-level meeting will be held under
India's chairmanship since it gained full
membership of the organisation in

repre-

idina

2017,” the MEA stated.
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OPEN E-TENDER PUBLICATION NOTICE

Open Tender Notice No.: - SPJ-ST-S-14-
2020, DRM (S&T)/Samastipur invites open
e-tenders on behalf of president of India for
following work. 1. Name of work with its
location: Provision of Self restoring/Auto
change over fuse alarm system at balance
stations of SPJ division. 2. Approx. cost of
the work: Rs.77,27,062.00/- (Rupees
Seventy Seven Lakh Twenty seven
Thousand Sixty Two only) 3. Earnest
Money to be deposited: Rs. -
1,54,600.00/- (Rupees One Lakh Fifty Four
Thousand Six Hundred Only). 4. Date &
Time for Submission of tender &
opening of tender: 16/12/2020 Up to
16:00 Hrs. 16/12/2020 at 16:30 Hrs 5.
Particulars of website where full details
of tender may be seen: www. ireps. gov.
in. For further details, please visit the
website www.ireps.gov.in.

Divisional Rail Manager (S&T)
E. C. Railway, Samastipur

PR/990/SPJ/S&TIT/20-21/40

PRESS TRUSTOFINDIA
CHENNAI,NOVEMBER 28

A LOW pressure area over south
Andaman Sea and adjoining Bay of
Bengal was “very likely” to concen-
trate into a depression in the next 48
hours and intensify further before
moving towards the Tamil Nadu coast,
the India Meteorological Department
(IMD) said Saturday.

Under its influence, various parts
in southern states were likely to re-
ceive heavy to extremely heavy rain-
fall starting December 1, the IMD said
inrelease.

“A low pressure area has formed
over South Andaman Sea and adjoin-
ing areas of Southeast Bay of Bengal
and east Equatorial Indian Ocean (on)
November 28. It is very likely to con-
centrate into a depression during next
48 hours and intensify further there-
after”, it said.

It is very likely to move west-
northwestwards and reach the south
Tamil Nadu coast on December 2.

The weather office forecast heavy
to very heavy rainfall at a few places

Stay protected from Corona

Wear your mask properly
Frequently wash your hands with soap
Maintain safe distance

NO CARELESSNESS
UNTIL THERE IS A CURE

with isolated extremely heavy falls as
“very likely over” south Tamil Nadu
and south Kerala on December 2.

Further, isolated heavy to very
heavy rainfall was likely over these re-
gions on December 1 and 3.

Afghanistan, Belarus, Iran, and Mongolia
— will also participate in the summit.
The MEA said the President of
Afghanistan, the first Vice President of
Iran, Prime Minister of Belarus and
Deputy Prime Minister of Mongolia will
represent their countries. Turkmenistan
has been invited as a special guest of the
host and will be represented by its deputy
chairman of the cabinet of ministers.
The SCO secretary-general and the
executive director of the SCO Regional
Anti-Terrorist Structure (RATS) are also
scheduled to participate in the virtual

the same night, the DRI team
identified a Nigerian national
who was to receive the consign-
ment from the Indian person.

Afteraprolonged operationin
which the Nigerian kept chang-
ing the delivery spot, officers were
able to nab him. Following ques-
tioning, another Nigerian person
was nabbed from Taloja, near
Mumbai on Friday.

Subsequently, he was ar-
rested for his alleged role in car-
rying out the drug smuggling ac-
tivities.

A total of three arrests have
been made in this case so far.
The accused were produced in
the Sessions Court, Mumbai
and have been remanded to ju-
dicial custody. The seven-day
operation codenamed
'Operation Kruger' come close
in the heels of Operation
Calypso and was the fourth ma-
jor drug bust of DRI, Mumbaiin
the span of 10 days.

Low pressure area to
turn into depression, rain
in south next week: IMD

Heavy to very heavy rainfall at iso-
lated places was very likely over north
Tamil Nadu, Puducherry, Mahe and
Karaikal and north Kerala from
Tuesday to Thursday, the IMD said.

It further forecast heavy rainfall at
isolated places over south coastal
Andhra Pradesh, Rayalseema, south
interior Karnataka and Lakshadweep
during this period.

Warning of rough sea conditions,
the IMD asked fishermen not to ven-
ture into the southeast Bay of Bengal
and adjoining South Andaman Sea,
central parts of South Bay of Bengal
on, along and off Tamil Nadu-
Puducherry coasts, Kerala coast,
Comorin area and Gulf of Mannar
from Saturday to Thursday.

Meanwhile, the IMD issued an
‘Orange’ alert for Pathanamthitta and
Idukki districts in Kerala on December
1 and for Thiruvananthapuram and
Kollam districts on December 2 fol-
lowing the low pressure area.

Yellow alert has been sounded for
Thiruvananthapuram, Kollam and
Kottayam districts on Tuesday and for
Pathanamthitta, Alappuzha, Kottayam
and idukki districts on Wednesday,
it said.

Orange alert indicates heavy to
very heavy rainfall ranging from 6 cm
to 20 cm of rain, while yellow alert
is heavy rainfall ranging from 6 cm
to 11 cm.

E-Procurement Tender Notice

On behalf of the President of India, Principal Chief Engineer, North Central Railway, Prayagraj invites the following E-

NORTH CENTRAL RAILWAY, PRAYAGRAJ

E-Procurement Tender Notice No.: 211-S/TS/Tender Notice/05/2020

Dated: 27.12.2020

Procurement Tenders:
S. . - . Appox. Earnest
N.| Tender No. Brief Description Quantity| .o 1e (Rs.) | Money (Rs.)
(i) Spl. Bearing Plate to RDSO Drg. No. T-6167 to T-6179 for Thick| 1 get
1 [1220202021|__Web Switches. T 1737184/-| T 34750/-
(i) GRSP to Drg. No. T-4611 to T-4614 & T-6311 to T-6313 for Thick| (1 get
Web Switches.

"www.ncr.indianrailways.gov.in".

@ North central railways

www.ncr.indianrailways.gov.in

Date of Completion : 04 Months. Date of Tender Opening: 30.12.2020. Note : (1) This tender notice has also been uploaded in
(2) On line E-tender can be submitted up to 15:00 hrs. of dated 30.12.2020. (3) For full
details and submission of bid please see the Indian Railways IREPS website www.ireps.gov.in.

(¥) @cPRONCR

New Delhi

1297/20 (A)
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TRACKING INDIA’S COVID CURVE

CASES:
93,51,109

27

DAYS SINCE
PANDEMIC
BEGAN

RECOVERED: 87,59,969
DEATHS:1,36,200

TESTS: 13,82,20,354 | DOUBLING RATE: 153.94**

i
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KEY STATES TOTAL SURGEIN | 7-DAYAVG | DOUBLING
TOWATCH CASES 24HOURS | GROWTH* | TIME**
M Maharashtra |18,08,550 | 6,185 0.32% | 225.82
mKerala 5,87,708 3,967 091% | 79.28
m Delhi 5,56,744 5,482 1.06% | 6812
mWestBengal | 4,73,987 3489 | 0.77% | 93.21
mHaryana 2,28,746 2135 1.07% | 6743

* Compounded Daily Growth Rate over last 7 days

**Calculated over 7-day growth

1.46

Deaths as a ratio of
positive cases (in %);
indicator of progress

in averting deaths

CASEFATALITY RATIO POSITIVITY RATE DAILY IN, DAILY OUT
7 DAYS EARLIER: 7 DAYS EARLIER: DETECTED TODAY
1.47 6.93 41,322
NOW: NOW: RECOVERED TODAY:

6.77

Positives against
number tested
(in %); indicator of
the spread of disease

Data as on November 27, released by Union Ministry of Health, ICMR and states. Often daily numbers
include data from previous days. As such, trends based on daily numbers are indicative, not definitive

41,452

Becoming sick vs
recovering; more
recoveries for 14 days
may signal the peak

Haryana schools to remain shut till Dec 10

Chandigarh: Haryana Minister
Anil Vijannounced Saturday that
private and government schools
would remain shut till December

10.Meanwhile, The state tested
over 1.21 lakh samplesin a single
day, which officials said was a
record. ENS

PM wants vaccine out at
earliest: Cyrus P()()nawalla

ANURADHA
MASCARENHAS
PUNE,NOVEMBER 28

PRIME MINISTER Narendra
Modi, who carried out a three-
city visit to "understand the
process of vaccine production
and distribution” on Saturday,
spent an hour at the Serum
Institute of India (SII) in Pune,
the last of his three stops.

Serum Institute of India has
partnered with AstraZeneca
and University of Oxford to
manufacture the Covishield
vaccine.

“It was an excellent visit. The
Prime Minister was highly im-
pressed with the manufactur-
ing facility at Serum Institute
and asked us to come out with
the vaccine at the earliest,” 79-
year-old Dr Cyrus Poonawalla,
chairman of the Poonawalla
Group, told The Indian Express.

Dr Cyrus Poonawalla, his son
Adar, the CEO of SII, and his
daughter-in-law Natasha wel-
comed the Prime Minister to
the institute. Modi interacted
with the scientists and visited
the vaccine manufacturing fa-
cility at Manjari.

“While the Prime Minister

DAY AFTER 5 COVID PATIENTS DIE IN RAJKOT HOSPITAL

A mock fire drill held at SSG Hospital in Vadodara on Saturday, a day after the blaze incident
at Rajkot hospital. Bhupendra Rana

Fire could have started from

humidifier, says probe off

1cer

Rupani orders judicial probe

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
RAJKOT,NOVEMBER 28

THE FIRE in the ICU of a private
hospital in Rajkot that killed five
Covid-19 patients and injured six
others on Friday could have been
caused by an overheated humid-
ifier of a ventilator, said AK
Rakesh, additional chief secretary
(ACS) of Panchayat, Rural
Housing and Rural Development
department, who was sent from
Gandhinagar to investigate the
incident.

Meanwhile, Chief Minister
Vijay Rupani ordered a judicial
inquiry into the incident by
Justice (retired) KA Puj of the
Gujarat High Court.

Talking to media persons in
Rajkot on Saturday, Rakesh said,
“Prima facie it appears that the
fire started from some equip-
ment... Anumber of equipment
are used for treating Covid pa-
tients. One of them is humidifier.
In this humidifier, if the temper-
ature goes up and if there is oxy-
gen supply, the gas becomes
combustible... So, it is possible
that the fire started from there.”

The ACS is conducting an in-
quiry into the incident that took
place in the ICU of Uday
Shivanand Covid Hospital in

Mavdi area of the city. The fire,
which broke out around 12.30
amon Friday, also left six patients
who were undergoing treatment
in the ICU and a few members of
the hospital staff injured before
firefighters doused the flames
and rescued 28 patients.

The ACS added that the pos-
sibility of the fire having been
caused by an electric short-cir-
cuitwas alsonotruled out. “That
is also a possibility. The exact
cause would be known once we
get reports from FSL (Forensic
Science Laboratory) and electri-
cal inspector... Prima facie, the
electric wiring was of required
capacity,” Rakesh said.

Hours after the fire was
doused on Friday, the electrical
inspector inspected the hospital
run by Gokul Life Care Private
Limited, a private entity that
runs a chain of hospitals under
brand name Gokul. A team of
forensic experts also inspected
the facility in the afternoon.

Dr Tejas Karamta of Uday
Covid Hospital had compared
the intensity with which the fire
spread in the ICU to a fire caused
by a blast. However, Rakesh said
that there was noblastin the ICU.
“According to primary details,
there was no blast. Atleast CCTV
footage doesn’t confirm any

blast,” he said.

Uday hospital doctors said
that after it started, the fire en-
gulfed the entire ICU in no time,
affecting evacuation of patients.
Rakesh had said on Friday that
the hospital staff attempted to
switch on the firefighting system
inthe hospital but were not suc-
cessful.

Meanwhile, an official re-
lease from the government
stated that Chief Minister Vijay
Rupani has decided to assign to
Justice (retired) KA Puj of the
Gujarat High Court for a judicial
inquiry into the fire incident.
“Justice Puj Commission was
also assigned inquiry into the fire
at Shrey Hospital in Ahmedabad
in the recent past,” it stated.

Joint teams of Rajkot fire
brigade as well as officials from
the health and electrification de-
partments of the Rajkot
Municipal Corporation on
Saturday conducted inspection
in more than 20 Covid hospitals
to check their preparedness to
respond to disasters.

The ACS said that he would
wind up the inquiry within two-
three days and submit the report
to the state government. He held
a meeting with senior district
and police officials on Friday
morning.

Mumbai Police ask Ola for report
on drivers misusing platform

MOHAMED THAVER
MUMBAI,NOVEMBER 28

THE MUMBAI Police has asked
cabaggregator Ola to submitare-
port on how drivers affiliated to
the company were manipulating
the app to charge passengers
higher fares. Three Ola cab driv-
ers were recently arrested for al-
legedly tampering a previous ver-
sion of the app software to charge
higher fares.

Crime branch officialsalsoin-
formed the chief technology offi-
cer (CTO) of Ola, who appeared
before the police two weeks ago,
that it is not just an earlier app
that may have a glitch but the cur-
rent software was also vulnera-
ble to tampering.

Ola declined to comment,
saying it was part of an ongoing
investigation. "After we explained
the manipulation to the Ola CTO
earlier this month, they are look-
ing at the earlier version of the
app to find out how drivers were
adding extra kilometres on trips.
We were told that tampering the
app was not easy as it would
mean making changes in the
server as well. We are awaiting
their report,” said Crime Branch
Inspector (UnitI) Vinayak Mer.

He added, “We also informed
that when we did a dummy run
with the current app last week by
switching the app on and off,
there were some changes in the
total distance covered on thisone
as well, although not as extreme
as the ones found in the earlier

app. The Ola CTO said they will
study the system and tell us how
the app was manipulated by the
drivers.” Police have also sought
dataofallrides undertaken by the
cab aggregator in the last year.
They want to find out in how
many cases the final fare was
much above the estimated fare.
“We are trying to find out if
there are any more complainants.
We have already received an e-
mail froma person in Panvel, who
told us that he too had been over-
charged,” the officer said. During
investigation, police found the
main accused, Rajesh Acharya,
who was arrested with two other
cab drivers on November 1,
would charge around Rs 4,000 -
5,000 for installing the outdated
app on the phones of cab drivers.
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(L-R) Dr Cyrus Poonawalla, his son Adar, and his
daughter-in-law Natasha welcome PM Narendra Modi to
the Serum Institute of India, Pune, on Saturday. Express

lauded the efforts to come out
with the vaccine as soon as pos-
sible, he spent one hour at the
facility, understanding in great
detail what we are doing and
how we are taking things for-
ward. He told us to employ
someone intelligent to educate
the people... that they must take
the vaccine... otherwise, there
may be reluctance in some ig-
norant population who are not
aware of the advantages,” said
Dr Poonawalla.

acted with top scientists at the
SII, to better understand how
the scale-up is done and what
the production capacity is. He
also asked questions on the sta-
tus of the trial. “He asked us if
the government can help in the
effort,” said Dr Poonawalla.

Dr Rajeev Dhere, executive
director at the Serum Institute
of India, said the Prime Minister
was very simple and asked to-
the-point questions. "It was a
very positive experience,” Dr

Government of

- INSTITUTE OF HUMAN BEHAVIOUR &
ALLIED SCIENCES (IHBAS)
Hospital based autonomous academic Institute, under

e

National Capital Territory of Delhi, dealing with

“Brain - Mind Problems & Their Solutions”
Dilshad Garden, Delhi 110095 (India)
Tel.: 22597750 Fax: 22114066, E-mail: jdadmnihbas @rediffmail.com Website: www.ihbas.delhigovt.nic.in

Advt. No.: 11/2020/Estt./IHBAS/9948

Applications are invited for the posts of Senior
for the recruitement Year 2020 as per details gi

Date 17.11.2020
Recruitment Notice

Resident as per Residency scheme on Regular/Tenure basis from the Citizens of India
ven below:

S. Name of Post No. of Reservation Pay Matrix
No. vacant posts R sC ST OBC | EWS Level
1 |Sr. Resident (Psychiatry) 10 03 05 02 Pay Matrix
2| Sr. Resident (Neurology) 05 02 01 01 01 Level-11
3 [Sr. Resident (Neurosurgery) 04 01 o1 o1 o1 I(?{Rs2?)7877(())(())
4_|Sr. Resident (Pathology) o1 o | - | e 200
5 |Sr. Resident (Microbiology) o1 01
6 |Sr. Resident (Neurochemistry) o1 01
7 |Sr. Resident (Neuro-Radiology) 03 02 o1
8 |[Sr. Resident (Neuro-Anesthesia) 05 02 o1 02
9 [Sr. Resident (Neuro-psychopharmacology) 01 o1
10 [Sr. Resident (Emergency Laboratory) 03 02 01
Total posts 34 12 07 - 1 04

(www.ihbas.delhigovt.nic.in). Upper age limit

Three vacancies (including one backlog vacanc
OH(OL) candidates as per Government rules.

For details of eligibility criteria i.e. Qualification, Experience, Age & Application Format and all other details, please visit our website

of Senior Resident are reserved for Person With Disabilities [PWD’s

is relaxable for Schedule Caste, Schedule Tribe and other Backward Classes and PH

candidates as per rules. However, OBC certificate issued by the Authority of Delhi Govt. only will be accepted. Institute reserves the
right to increase/decrease, fill or not to fill any/all the vacancies.

Last date of submission of filled in application : 31.12.2020.

List of candidates eligible for interview as well as date of interview will be published on the Notice Board and website of IHBAS.

Sd/-
(Dr. Nimesh G. Desai)

DIP/Shabdarth/0457/20-21 ‘

MENTAL ILLNESSES ARE TREATABLE ‘ Director, IHBAS

INTRODUCTION OF ADDITIONAL FESTIVAL TRAINS-2020 AND
EXTENSION OF DATES OF RUN OF EXISTING FESTIVAL SPECIAL TRAINS

In order to clear extra rush of passengers during post festival season, Railways have

decided to introduce following

additional festival special trains. In addition to it, Railways

The Prime Minister inter-  Dhere told The Indian Express.

'&\] WADIA INSTITUTE OF HIMALAYAN GEOLOGY

(An Autonomous Institution under Department of Science & Technology, Govt. of India)
33, GENERAL MAHADEO SINGH ROAD DEHRADUN - 248001
No.: Gen. Rec./WIHG/2019-20/Est.  NNOTICE Dated: 27.11.2020
The written examination for various Group-C posts in Wadia
Institute of Himalayan Geology, Dehradun scheduled on 05"
& 06" December, 2020 (Saturday & Sunday) at St. Jude's
School, West Canal Road, Dehradun is hereby cancelled
due to unavoidable reason. The next date will be intimated to
the candidates in due course. Inconvenience is regretted.
REGISTRAR

%All INDIA COUNCIL FOR TECHNICAL EDUCATION

(A STATUTORY BODY OF GOVERNMENT OF INDIA)
Nelson Mandela Marg, Vasant Kunj, New Delhi-110 070
HASEEE Ph. No.: 011-26131578, 011-26131580, 011-29581000 Website: www.aicte-india.org

PUBLIC NOTICE

The Hon’ble Supreme Court of India in case of Bharathidasan University
& others Vs AICTE & Others has interpreted the provisions of the AICTE
Act and has held that although universities do not require prior approval of
AICTE to commence a new department course and programmes in
technical education. Universities have obligation or duty to confirm to the
standards and norms laid down by the AICTE. For the purpose of ensuring
coordinated and integrated development of technical education and
maintenance of standards, AICTE may cause an inspection of the
university, which has to be as per the provisions under relevant
rules/regulations of the AICTE. Further, all institutions running technical
education programmes in collaboration with any university requires prior
approval of AICTE.

It is observed, that some of the Central / State / Private Universities are
taking approval from AICTE for some of the selected Technical Course(s)/
Programme(s) only, which is creating confusion to the students.
Therefore, the Universities, which are interested in obtaining AICTE
approval shall have to obtain approval for all the Technical Course(s)/
Programme(s) and not in few selected Technical Course(s)/
Programme(s) only, after fulfilling the mandatory requirement of AICTE
norms from the academic session 2021-22.

As regards, Deemed to be Universities, it is mandatory to have AICTE
approval from the Academic Year 2018-19 in compliance of the Hon’ble
Supreme Court Order dated 03-11-2017 passed in CA No.17869-17870
/2017. Itis observed that some of the Deemed to be Universities have yet
to take the AICTE approval or taken partial approval in few selected
Technical Course(s)/ Programme(s). Therefore, the Deemed to be
Universities who have never taken approval from the AICTE are also
advised not to run any Technical Course(s)/ Programme(s) without
approval of AICTE.

Festival

have also extended the dates of run of existing festival special trains as under:-

INTRODUCTION OF NEW FESTIVAL SPECIAL TRAINS

Frequency /

spl. No. Station From ‘ 'Il?i(r;r:)é Station to ’ 'Iﬁrrr:e Day Period

02422 | JAMMU TAWI 18:10 | AJMER JN 12:20 01.12.20 to 31.12.20
02421 | AJMER JN 14:05 | JAMMU TAWI 08:15 DAILY 02.12.20 to 01.01.21
02237 | VARANASI 12:40 | JAMMU TAWI 11:05 01.12.20 to 31.12.20
02238 | JAMMU TAWI 14:00 | VARANASI 12:30 DAILY 02.12.20 to 01.01.21
04041 | DELHI JN 22:25 | DEHRADUN 08:25 01.12.20 to 31.12.20
04042 | DEHRADUN 21:20 | DELHI JN 07:25 DAILY 02.12.20 to 01.01.21
02231 | LUCKNOW 22:25 | CHANDIGARH 10:05 01.12.20 to 31.12.20
02232 | CHANDIGARH 21:05 | LUCKNOW 08:30 DAILY 02.12.20 to 01.01.21
02448 | H. NIZAMUDDIN JN | 20:10 | MANIKPUR JN 08:30 01.12.20 to 31.12.20
02447 | MANIKPUR JN 17:25 | H.NIZAMUDDIN JN | 05:25 DAILY 02.12.20 to 01.01.21
04321 | BAREILLY 06:35 | BHUJ 09:30 '\g‘r’i"évgﬁg' 30.11.20 to 30.12.20
04322 | BHUJ 17:05 | BAREILLY 20:35 é’:fi’ gﬂn 02.12.20 to 01.01.21
04311 | BAREILLY 06:35 | BHUJ 12:05 | Tue, Thu & Sat | 01,12.20 to 31.12.20
04312 | BHUJ 14:05 | BAREILLY 20:35 | Mon, Tue & Thu | 01.12.20 to 31.12.20
02331 | HOWRAH 23:55 | JAMMU TAWI 13:10 | Tue, Fri & Sat | 01.12.20 to 29.12.20
02332 | JAMMU TAWI 22:45 | HOWRAH 11:30 |Thu, Sun & Mon| 03.12.20 to 31.12.20
02323 | HOWRAH 18:50 | BARMER 07:05 Friday 04.12.20 to 25.12.20
02324 | BARMER 15:55 | HOWRAH 05:50 Wed 09.12.20 to 30.12.20
03019 | HOWRAH 21:45 | KATHGODAM 09:00 01.12.20 to 31.12.20
03020 | KATHGODAM 21:50 | HOWRAH 12:40 DAILY 03.12.20 to 02.01.21
04131 | PRAYAGRAJ JN | 16:20 | UDHAMPUR 13:45 | Tue, Sat | 01.12.20 to 29.12.20
04132 | UDHAMPUR 16:05 | PRAYAGRAJUN | 13:10 | Wed, Sun | 02.12.20 to 30.12.20
04113 | PRAYAGRAJ JN | 21:00 | DEHRADUN 13:10 |Mon, Wed & Fri| 11.12.20 to 30.12.20
04114 | DEHRADUN 14:30 | PRAYAGRAJ UN | 07:40 | Tue, Thu & Sat | 12.12.20 to 31.12.20
04185 | GWALIOR JN 12:00 | BARAUNI JN 12:50 01.12.20 to 15.12.20
04186 | BARAUNI JN 18:40 | GWALIOR JN 21:15 DAILY 02.12.20 to 16.12.20
04185 | GWALIOR JN 12:00 | BARAUNI N 12:50 |Except-Mon, Thu| 16.12.20 to 30.12.20
04186 | BARAUNI JN 18:40 | GWALIOR JN 21:15 | Except-Tue, Fri| 17.12.20 to 31.12.20

Station From

Station to

Day

EXTENSION OF DATES OF RUN OF FESTIVAL SPECIAL TRAINS RUNNING/PASSING FROM NORTHERN RAILWAY NETWORK

Frequency /

Extended Up to

Pay Level-10

* (a) Locomotor disability (OA, OL, BL, OAL) including leprosy
cured, dwarfism, acid attach victims. (b) Low Vision (¢) Hard of
hearing. (d) Multiple disabilities from amongst (a) to (c). The post
requires taking decisions, teaching, training, demonstration,
focused group discussions with stakeholders, field visits and
research activities. The incumbent shall be considered with aids
and appliances wherever necessary.

For details, including Hindi version of this advertisement, please
visit Institute’s website: www.nihfw.org. Completed applications
should reach Dy. Director (Admn.), NIHFW at the above address
before 11.1.2021.

davp 17153/11/0009/2021

Director

All Students are advised to look on AICTE website before taking 09313 | INDORE 13:55 | RAJENDRANAGAR | 15:30 | Mon, Wed | 02.12.20 to 30.12.20
admission in any of the Deemed to be University for its status of approval. ’ ’ ? C ~
Prof. RAJIVE KUMAR 09314 | RAJENDRANAGAR| 11:00 | INDORE 14:40 Wed, Fri 04.12.20 to 01.01.21
Advt. No: Approval Bureau/2020 Member Secretary, AICTE 09321 | INDORE 13:55 | RAJENDRANAGAR | 16:25 | Saturday | 05.12.20 to 26.12.20
F.No. A.12023/1/2020 09322 | RAJENDRANAGAR| 11:00 | INDORE 14:40 Monday 07.12.20 to 28.12.20
THE NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF 09057 | UDHNA 20:35 | MANDUADIH 21:00 | Friday | 04.12.20 to 25.12.20
HEALTH AND FAMILY WELFARE 09058 | MANDUADIH 04:50 | UDHNA 05:15 | Sunday | 06.12.20 to 27.12.20
Baba Gangnath Marg, Munirka, New Delhi-110 067 02397 | GAYA JN. 14:00 | NEW DELHI 04:10 DAILY 01.12.20 to 31.12.20
VACANCY NOTICE-02/2020 02398 | NEW DELHI 12:50 | GAYA JN. 02:55 02.12.20 to 01.01.21
) ] - 05097 | BHAGALPUR 23:50 | JAMMU TAWI 13:10 Thu Upto 31.12.20
The National Institute of Health and Family Welfare an ; ;
Autonomous Institute under the Ministry of Health and Family 05098 | JAMMU TAWI 22:45 | BHAGALPUR 10:15 Tue Up to 29.12.20
Welfare, is an apex technical Institute for promoting health and 02511 | GORAKHPUR 06:35 | THRUVANANTHAPURAMCTRL | 17:20 |  Fri, Sun Up to 27.12.20
family welfare programmes in the country through Education and _ )
Training Research and Evaluation, Consultancy, Advisory and 02512 | THIRUVANANTHAPURAM CTRL| 06:05 | GORAKHPUR 15:20 Tue, Wed Up to 30.12.20
Specialized Services. 05018 | GORAKHPUR 05:30 | LOKMANYATILAK T | 18:05 S Up to 31.12.20
Applications are invited by the Director, NIHFW, from the citizens of 05017 | LOKMANYATILAK T | 06:35 | GORAKHPUR 19:10 Up to 02.01.21
India, for the following posts. 05101 | CHHAPRA 21:15 | CH.SHIVAJIMAHARAJT| 06:15 TUE Up to 29.12.20
ﬁ; Name ;‘:s- J’sf Scale of pay/ Pay Level | Reservations 05102 | CH.SHIVAJIMAHARAJT | 15:30 | CHHAPRA 04:40 FRI Up to 01.01.21
02597 08:30 | 12:20 A2
1 Professor 01 |Rs. 37400-67000 + AGP OR GORAKHPUR CH. SHIVAJIMAHARAJ T TUE Up to 29.12.20
(Reproductive Bio- 10000 (pre.revised) + 02598 | CH.SHIVAJIMAHARAJT| 13:30 | GORAKHPUR 18:35 WED Up to 30.12.20
Medicine) NPA/ Matrix Pay Level-14 05045 | GORAKHPUR 04:45 | OKHA 03:55 THU Up to 31.12.20
2 |Professor 01 |Rs. 87400-67000 + AGP UR 05046 | OKHA 21:00 | GORAKHPUR | 19:25|  SUN Up to 03.01.21
(Epidemiology) 10000 (pre-revised) +
NPA/ Matrix Pay Level-14 05022 | GORAKHPUR 13:40 | SHALIMAR 10:05 MON Up to 28.12.20
3 |Reader 01 |Rs. 15600-39100 + AGP UR 05021 | SHALIMAR 20:20 | GORAKHPUR 16:25 TUE Up to 29.12.20
(Reproductive Bio- 8000 (pre-revised) + NPA/ i .
Medicine)- Medical Matrix Pay Level-12 05029 | GORAKHPUR 17:25 | PUNE JN 03:30 THU Up to 31.12.20
4 |Reader 01 |Rs. 15600-39100 + AGP UR 05030 | PUNE JN 11:15 | GORAKHPUR 20:00 SAT Up to 02.01.21
(Reproductive Bio- 8000 (pre-revised)/ Matrix 05115 | CHHAPRA 11:15 | DELHI JN 11:20 SAT Up to 26.12.20
Medicine)- Non-Medical Pay Level-12 05116 | DELHI JN 14:00 | CHHAPRA 13:20 [ SUN Up to 27.12.20
5 |Reader (CHA) 01 |Rs. 15600-39100 + AGP UR - -
Medical 8000 (pre-revised) + NPA/ 02587 | GORAKHPUR 14:20 | JAMMU TAWI 13:10 MON Up to 28.12.20
Matrix Pay Level-12 02588 | JAMMU TAWI 22:45 | GORAKHPUR 20:30 SAT Up to 02.01.21
6 |Assistant Professor 01 |Rs. 15600-39100 + AGP | *Reserved 02581 | MANDUADIH 22:30 | NEW DELHI 12:15 . Up to 31.12.20
(Education & Training) 6000 (pre-revised) + NPA/| for PwD ; : Daily
Medical Matrix Pay Level-10 02582 | NEW DELHI 22:35 | MANDUADIH 11:10 Up to 01.01.21
7 |Assistant Professor 02 |Rs. 15600-39100 + AGP 1 UR, 02530 | LUCKNOW JN 05:00 | PATLIPUTRA JN 14:50 | Except-SUN, THU Up to 30.12.20
(Reprqductiyg Bio- GOOQ (pre-revised) + NPA/| 1 OBC 02529 | PATLIPUTRA JN | 15:50 | LUCKNOW JN 02:35 | Except-SUN, THU Up to 30.12.20
Medicine Clinic) Matrix Pay Level-10 02595 | GORAKHPUR | 20:00 | ANAND VIHART | 08:50 |Mon, Tue, Thu|  Up to 31.12.20
8 |Research Officer 01 [Rs. 15600-39100 + GP UR :
(HG) 5400 (pre-revised) Matrix 02596 | ANAND VIHAR T | 20:00 | Gorakhpur 07:50 |Tue, Wed, Fri|  Up to 01.01.21

Security
Helpline
No. 182

@ For details related to stoppages/accommodation of trains etc. passengers are requested
to contact Railway Enquiry No. 139, nearest Railway Station or visit Railway's website
www.enquiry.indianrail.gov.in

Note: All norms of the State and Central Government regarding COVID-19 including Social

distancing, sanitization etc., may be followed in the trains and at the Railway stations.

All other precautions associated with COVID-19 should also the ensured.

Integrated
Helpline
No. 139

ERO

Please join us on

NORTHERN RAILWAY

New Delhi

Your Convenience - Our Concern

Visit us at : www.nr.indianrailways.gov.in

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE
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Winter at LAC 24

The deployment of more than 100,000 soldiers belonging to two big
armies, strung out over 872 km, in some of the harshest climes in the
world, is simply without parallel in military history. KRISHN KAUSHIK
with NIRUPAMA SUBRAMANIAN on how the Army is staying fighting

fit on the Line of Actual Control

eneral Winter”. That is the

name historians gave to the ad-

versary who routed both Nap-

oleon and Hitler in Russia,

more than a century apart
from each other.

AstheIndianand Chinese armies deployed
atthe Line of Actual Control eyeball each other,
sometimes separated by just hundreds of me-
tres, they are up against the same formidable
foe, inaway that ambitious military campaign-
ersof previous centuries might not have imag-
ined. Eastern Ladakh is no Russia. Here the
peaks go up to 18,000 ft and more. The winter
deployment of more than 100,000 soldiers bel-
onging to two armies, strung out over 872 km,
is simply without parallel in military history.

“The first problem faced by a soldier in
Ladakhis survival, fighting the enemy comes
next... The peculiar geography hasa majorim-
pacton the fighting and its outcome” — these
are the opening sentences of the Fighting in
Ladakh chapter of India’s official History of The
Conflict with China, 1962, that was published
more than three decades later.

Atthis time of the year, the maximum tem-
perature in the forward areas of the LACis as
lowas 3 degrees Celsius; minimum can plunge
to minus 10 to minus 15 degrees Celsius.
December and January will see minus 30 to mi-
nus 40 degrees, and snow. Added to this is the
wind chill, as the official 1962 history high-

Gen P] S Pannu (retd), who commanded the
XIV Corps from 2016 to 2017. “In both Siachen
and Kargil, we have posts that have no access
to the outside world once snowfall begins. In
the Kargil region, snow accumulates to 15-20
ft...itis highly avalanche-prone. For five to six
months, troops are in lockdown positions...
This kind of training and resilience is already
there in our troops.”
Still, nobody thinks it will be easy.

Counting the elements the soldiers are up
against, Major General Singh says, “Oneis the
weather, which includes extreme cold and
very high-speed winds. The second is the rar-
efied atmosphere, whichis lack of oxygen and
afunction of the altitude. The third is of course
the enemy. All three are treacherous.”

For a soldier arriving especially from a gar-
risonin the plains, the first challenge is the sheer
drop of oxygen level. The reduction can range
between 25 and 65% — from Leh at 12,000 ft,
toMukhpari heights near Spanggur Gap atover
17,000 ft. On arrival troops undergo a three-
stage acclimatisation exercise over 14 days.The
first stage involves six days at 9,000 to 12,000ft,
with twodays of rest and four days of walks and
minor climbs. Stage 2 is four days at 12,000 to
15,000 ft heights, walking and climbing, and
carrying loads over short distances. The next

lighted. “Wind generally
starts around mid-day and
continues throughout there-
after”,and the combined ef-
fect “can cause cold injuries
similar to burn injuries”.
“Touching metal with bare
handsis hazardous.”

With no breakthrough
yetonadisengagement pro-
posal from Chinaattheeigh-
thround of Corps Comman-
ders’ talks, and no word on
the next round, around
50,000 or so Indian troops
are set for the long haul, gu-
arding peaks over 15,000 ft
through the winter, mirror-
ing the deployment of the
People’s Liberation Army.

Acute Mountain Sick-
ness, high altitude pulmo-
nary oedema, deep vein
thrombosis, cerebral ve-
nous thrombosis, psycho-
logicalillnesses — these are
just some of the risks they
are up against. With falling
temperatures will come
frostbite, snow-blindness,
chilblains, and peeling of
skin due to the extremely
dry conditions.

Evennow, with the most

EXPLAINED

Caughtina
stalemate

WITH NO further word
from China after the ini-
tial reports of a disenga-
gement proposal from
them in the eighth
round of talks, the situa-
tion is back to a stale-
mate. With neither side
willing to budge, around
1 lakh soldiers from both
sides are going to spend
the winter in eastern
Ladakh’s peaks. But will
it become an annual fea-
ture will depend on the
diplomatic ability of
both countries to resolve
the nearly seven-
month-long standoff.

stageisfourdaysat 15,000ft
and above, with the same
walk-climbroutine withand
without loads.

In an emergency, this
process is cut from 14 to 10
days. But that situation does
not exist yet, says an officer.
At Siachen in comparison,
troops are inducted-after a
21-day acclimatisation.

This gap gives the body
time to adjust to the low
oxygen and not go into hy-
poxia, which canlead todis-
orientation, nausea, headac-
he, and if not detected early,
more serious complications.

A medical memorand-
umissued by the Directorate
General of Armed Force Me-
dical Services in 1997 said
thatapart from hypoxiaand
cold, other factors that can
affect performance at high
altitudes and cause illnesses
are “low humidity, solarand
ultraviolet radiation”.

Lt Gen Pannu points out
that the low oxygen levels
mean efficiency reduces by
almost 30-50%. “The sol-
dier’s weight-carrying capa-
bility also goesdown when,

difficult months still ahead,

onthe contrary, the require-

Army sources say, there is
daily attrition due to “cold-related” conditions
— with many sent back to duty as soon as they
get better. While information on altitude-re-
lated ailmentsis confidential, an official source
says the non-fatal casualties are “notalarming”
and “within the expected ratio”. There have
been reported evacuations from the Chinese
side too, from the heights of Finger 4.

Major General A P Singh (retd), who
headed the logistics for XIV Corps deployed on
the LAC between 2011 and 2013, says that till
about a decade ago, the attrition rate was
around 20%, mostly due to medical-based non-
fatal casualties. “Attrition is because of snow,
health or failure of oxygen,” he says, adding
that soldiers are much better equipped now.

Singh expects soldiers, most of whom were
sent to Ladakh between May and September;,
tobe adequately acclimatised. At these heights,
that matters as much as who has the superior
fire power. Effectively, the Army is in winter
deployment at the LAC, though that term has
not been officially used. This is the first time.

The 1962 war document states that “nearly
equal number of casualties suffered by the Ind-
ians were weather casualties”, lauding thatitis
“atribute to the Indian soldier that even under
such circumstances he foughtand fought well”.

While thisis the first ever time that so many
troops are present in Ladakh at this time of the
year, Indian military veterans say things have
changed exponentially — for the better. Indian
troops, with four wars against Pakistan (includ-
ing Kargil), one against China, plus a three-
decade-long experience of guarding Siachen,
the highest battlefield in the world, are used
now to dealing with both the heights and the
winter, perhaps more so than their Chinese
counterparts. Several establishments such as
the Kargil and Siachen Battle Schools and the
High Altitude Warfare School in Gulmarg train
soldiers specifically to fight at heights.

“Our soldiers are deployed at 21,000 ft in
Siachen, at 14,000-15,000 ft in Kargil and
14,000-17,000 ft in Eastern Ladakh,” says Lt

ment to carry weight goes
up due to the lack of infrastructure.”

The layers of clothing one wears also cut
efficacy, Major General Singh says. Talking of
the sheer physical exertion needed, including
to construct defences and bunkers, he adds
that what can be done in the plains in a single
day, “takes five to seven days”.

At high-altitude posts, soldiers carry any-
thing between 20 and 45 kg of equipment, says
aserving officer who does not want to be iden-
tified, depending upon the role the soldier is
playing, whether offensive, defensive or on pa-
trol. First and foremost are the weapon and
ammunition. The weapon can be a pistol or a
carbine, arifle. If the weapon is heavy like a ma-
chine gun, weighing over 20 kg, multiple sol-
diers help carryit. Acompany of 60 to 120 sol-
diers carries at least one Medium Machine
Gun, a section (6 to 20 soldiers) a rocket
launcher. The ammunition load is divided.

Apart from this, a soldier’s gear includes
boots, clothing for extreme weather, a set of in-
ners, a multi-layered jacket, face protection
from the cold, goggles to prevent snow-blind-
nessand a helmet. Then thereis a ‘sustenance
kit’, which includes a sleeping bag, mattress,
two pairs of change, toiletries, extra socks, a
water bottle, and at least 24 hours worth of
emergency, high-calorie cooked rations.

Atforward posts, soldiers usually carry tin-
ned food. “You cannot carry logistics to the
frontline. Certainly not fresh food and vegeta-
bles,and due to low atmospheric pressure, you
cannot cook in a pressure cooker for example.
But it is not possible to eat large quantities of
this (tinned) food. The moment you eat, your
stomach pushes the diaphragm up against the
lungs and heart, making breathing difficult.
Very high calorific value of fruits, dried fruits,
chocolates etc are given to soldiers. He enjoys
none, and eats only to survive..,” says Pannu.

Atthe same time, any small movement can
mean up to six-10 hours. “If pinned down by
enemy fire, a soldier should be able to sustain
(on hisown),” the officer quoted above says.

Mattress/Sleeping bag

Rucksack thatincludes
clothes, emergency food as
part of sustenance kit

Soldiers on the front also need to carry
communication sets, the size depending on
whether needed for company-to-company
calls, battalion communication, or for commu-
nication between battalion headquarters and
brigade or division headquarters. The sets get
bigger with the formation.

Inthe 1962 conflict, the Indian forces across
all sectors faced a severe paucity of winter
clothing. In his book India’s China War, British
journalist Neville Maxwell calls this “inade-
quate and in short supply”, apart from refer-
ring to other problems faced by the men such
as the rarefied air, and lack of animals to carry
loads. “All supplies, often including water, had
to be airdropped.”

Elaborating what this means, Pannu says,
“Imagine the air-dropped supplies falling a
kilometre or even a few hundred meters from

nightmare for the soldier who mightspend the
rest of the day fetching a few lqurammes of
essential supplies.”

Nearly 60 years after the .:' 4‘ ina\
India still does not manuf: 1
clothing required f
which soldier:
ployed in I - Ihe
clothing'is f'mported
at steep rates. Last ~~ =
month, at a public
event, Vice Army
Chief Lt General S K Saini -
talked of "a lack of viable in-
digenous solutions”.

Clothing has to not just ensure
that the soldier keeps warm but also
not be too heavy. Pannu warns against
“heatload”, where the wearer feels hot when
he is physically active but not warm enough
when he s static.

Referring to the difference between
Ladakh, Siachen and Kargil, all of which come
under XIV Corps, Singh says that the LAC does
not see that much snow, but “is cold, rocky”.
“Soldiers here will not carry much snow cloth-
ing, but will carry warm clothing.” In compar-
ison, in Siachen soldiers need alpine clothing
and mountaineering equipment.

The winds also mean mere tents cannot be
much of a protection, Singh says.

Recently, the Army unveiled some newly
constructed heated accommodation for troops
deployed behind the LAC; sources say facilities
toaccommodateall the menarein place. These
are “smart camps” with barrack-like structures,
and including electricity, water, heating, and
other facilities. At the frontline though, where
soldiers sit on peaks facing the PLA, they live
in“heated tents as per tactical considerations”,
an officer says.

Pannu notes that in reality a soldier might
not spend much time inside the shelters. “He
has to patrol, as well as build bunkers and
defence work against the enemy’s fire and
shelling from ground and air... He has to ulti-
mately dig into the earth and bear the conse-
quences of extreme cold directly.”

de=""

Asdeployment of this kind has never been
required before at the LAC, many of the for-
ward posts in Eastern Ladakh are being newly
established, with no military infrastructure in
place. This means, says the officer requesting
anonymity, carrying material to create “defen-
sive structures”, “if occupying a new feature”,
as the heights on the north bank of Pangong
Tso and in the Chushul sub-sector on the
southern bank. Digging tools and corrugated
galvanised iron sheets are needed to build
bunkers and observation posts.

With the road infrastructure patchy, tracks
right up to the top exist in only a few places,
and soldiers must carry most of the equip-
ment. “We use some amount of animal trans-
portbut patrolling is usually carried out on foot,
unlike PLA troops who try and reach locations
as far as possible by vehicles,” says Pannu.

The Chinese have the advantage of a to-
pography that is like a rooftop — flat, with
fewer mountains that are far apart, making
the valleys on their side much wider, the vet-
eran officer adds. “They have built highways,
much easier to build on that side as they
don’t go through so many mountain passes
or tunnels. We, however, need to drill tun-
nels and build roads over passes. We cannot
build very wide roads as that would need
cutting mountains. The precipitation level
on our side is also much more, therefore

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

Warm cap under hood

Goggles to protect from :
snow blindness

=y

< withinner lining

Extreme cold climate
multi-layered jacket

Personal weapons. In
this case, a SigSauer
SIG716rifle

the designated dropping zone. It becomes a

M This is special clothing for 14,000 feet
and above. Most of the troops on the
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———— LINE OF DEFENCE ————
NUMBERS: 50,000-PLUS;

average deployment is 15,000 to 17,000 usually

HEIGHTS: AVERAGE 15,000 FT,

going upwards of 18,000 FT

LACLENGTH: OVER 870 KM
in Eastern Ladakh

WEATHER CONDITIONS:
Temperatures 3 degrees to -15 degrees Celsius currently, will fall to up to
-40 degrees; oxygen low by 25% to 65%
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Upgraded living facilities for the
troops on the border. P11

ACCOMMODATION: Corrugated
galvanised iron sheets for bunkers;
heated tents on the frontlines; and
new ‘smart camps’ behind the LAC

with integrated electricity, water,
heating

RISKS: Acute mountain sickness,
high-altitude pulmonary oedema,
deep vein thrombosis, cerebral
venous thrombosis, psychological
illnesses, frostbite, snow-blindness,
chilblains

ROTATION AT FORWARD POSTS: At
some places, as short as every two
weeks, to minimise exposure

LACvs SIACHEN, KARGIL: Desert, not
so snowy, with chilly winds, more
rugged peaks

snow levels are much higher. In the Tibet
area, the snowfall is only a few inches be-
cause it is very dry there. So they don’t have
the challenges of snow blocking passes or
tunnels for long period of time,” Pannu says.

While the IAF and Army helicopters have
been pressed into service as part of the supply
chain, the areas are higher than these are desi-
gned for, reducing their carrying capacity and
hence meaning more sorties.

The other effect on soldiers is harder to de-
tect. Singh talks of “the psychological part of be-
ingisolated”, with soldiers cut off fromany con-
tact for weeks, even months, from each other.
“There is the fear that if something happens,
evena helicopter cannot come toevacuate you.”

In order to reduce the exposure of sol-
diers at these forward posts, troops are be-
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ing rotated as quickly as every two weeks.
Singh says thisis possible given the numbers
the Army has there now, with a substantial
strength in reserve. “If you come back from
the post in two-three weeks, you are recoup-
ing yourself.”

At Siachen, which has infrastructure in
place now at the forward posts as well as the
base, a soldier generally spends around 90
days on the front. However, often this rolls
over, an officer says, and beyond an accept-
able limit, the damage could be permanent.
The officer adds that they expect harsher cli-
mates in Ladakh, and hence the short rota-
tion times.

“It is not just about maintaining a pres-
ence, but also keeping the soldier combat-
ready. If you have to fight, you have to keep
the health ata certain level. So, an early turn-
over may be necessitated. He can do a sec-
ond round after a break,” the officer says,
stressing this balance between raising de-
fence and sustenance.

It’s not just the men either. Tanks, artillery
systems and other hardware also need to be
protected from the cold. “The equipment
needs to be hardened and winterised. Repair
and recovery are extremely difficult at sub-
zero temperatures. In-situ workshops are
equipped with warm canopies with bazooka
heaters. The oil and radiators are prepared
for the winter. All equipment with water
pipes faces the problem of freezing, but cer-
tain innovations were made (during my
time) to ensure water does not remain static
in pipes,” says Pannu.

“There are inbuilt SOPs depending on the
nature of the equipment, depending on
whether they have oil, gas or electronic sys-
tems,” says another officer.

Whatever the difficulties, as of now, the
troops at the border have dug in for the long
haul, quite prepared for the eventuality that
there may be no breakthrough towards disen-
gagement. At the moment here is no clarity
even on when, or if, the next round of senior
commanders meeting will take place. Thereis
precedence thataresolution could take years.
In Sumdorong Chu in Arunachal Pradesh, a
standoff that began in 1986 took seven years
before status quo ante was restored.

While no one can predict if the winter de-
ployment at the LACis going tobecome anan-
nual feature, there are murmurs that these are
the first straws in the icy winds blowing over
Ladakh of the “LoC-isation” of the LAC, mean-
ing the border with China may turnintoa front
that has to defended in the same way as the
one with Pakistan.

And even as nobody wants that, this year
could just be the start of a long, cold winter.
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The effect of low trade
volumes, a current account
surplus and an appreciating
rupee can be devastating on

the economy. The first

casualty will be jobs. The
invisible macro economic
effect will be that scarce
capital of India will be
invested abroad. Imagine a
developing country, that is
desperately in need of capital,
actually exporting its capital
to other countries to be
invested there! American
businesses must be laughing
all the way to the bank

A FEW days ago, the Chief Economic
Adviser said “India may record a current
account surplus in 2020-21". He also
pointed out that in Q1 (April-June 2020)
“we had a surplus of USD 19.8 billion and
evenif we donot see that kind of perform-
ance in subsequent quarters, we would
still likely have a current account surplus”.

The CEA has described the phenom-
enon as ‘under heating’. It means that de-
mand has collapsed and the so-called
stimulus packages (paltry and poorly tar-
geted) of the government have failed to
revive demand — atleast, so far. Hereisa
good metric of demand: the Plant Load
Factor of thermal plants, according to the
power minister, is expected to touch only
56.5 per centin 2021-22. Despite ‘under
heating’, retail inflation has risen to 7.61
per cent and food inflation to 11.07 per
cent, placing a cruel burden on the poor.

THE JOoBS CHALLENGE

The silver lining is agriculture. We
had a bumper rabi crop (2020) of 148
million tonnes of food grain and the es-
timate of the kharif crop (2020) is 144
million tonnes. Tractor sales are esti-
mated to grow by 9 per cent this year.
According to FMCG companies, rural de-
mand is better than urban demand. Yet,
rural wage growth rate has been muted.

Therefore, the picture is mixed, with
more grey than green, but that should not
distort our macro economic assessment.

The overall economy is in bad shape, pol-
icy making is confused, and the claims of
arevival are exaggerated. The real bench-
marks are jobs and wages/income.

According to the CMIE (since govern-
mentnumbersare no longer available), the
current unemployment rate is 6.68 per
cent.Read that along with the labour par-
ticipationrate whichisadismal 41 per cent
and the female labour participation rate
which is 25 per cent. Only 11 out of 100
employed are women; but of 11 jobs lost,
four are women'’s. Between September
2019and 2020, about 11-12 million people
dropped out of the labour force.

B1AS TOWARDS RicH

‘Under-heating’ of the economy is as
bad as ‘over-heating’. When over-heat-
ing happens, there is inflation, interest
rates are increased to dampen demand,
firms are encouraged to step up produc-
tion and, if there are well-functioning
markets and corrective measures are
taken, the equilibrium between demand
and supply is restored. What do we do
when there is ‘under heating'? This is a
new challenge for India and one that the
present government seems incapable of
tackling. The reason is its inclination to
pamper corporates rather than help the
poor. If [ may give one example, a
Rs 1,45,000 crore bonanzain the form of
tax cuts was given to the corporates. That
money ought to have been given to the

Slow march backward

poor in the form of free rations or cash
transfers. Corporates used the windfall
to de-leverage and shore up their cash
holdings. They did not invest. If the poor
had got the money, they would not have
starved — as they did for many days in
the week for nearly three months. They
would have bought food, milk, medi-
cines and other essential goods and serv-
ices and boosted overall demand.

The current account is in surplus be-
cause exports exceed imports, though
both are less compared to the bench-
marks of the past. The effect of low trade
volumes, a current account surplus and
an appreciating rupee can be devastat-
ing on the economy. The first casualty
will be jobs. The invisible macro eco-
nomic effect will be that scarce capital of
India will be invested abroad. Imagine a
developing country, that is desperately
in need of capital, actually exporting its
capital to other countries to be invested
there! American businesses must be
laughing all the way to the bank.

SELF-RELIANCE OR
AUTARKY

[ sincerely hope that the proponents
of Atmanirbhar did not intend these out-
comes. If Atmanirbhar means a degree of
self-reliance, we must welcome it. But if
Atmanirbhar, in policy and practice, will
mean protectionism, anti-free trade, high

tariffs, autarky, return of licences and
controls, and arbitrary and discretionary
rules, that will be the surest road to dis-
aster. [ fervently hope that Mr Modi will
not out-Trump Mr Trump.

We live in a strange world where the
President of communist China speaks
eloquently on the virtues of free trade
and globalisation and the President of
capitalist United States speaks derisively
of trade agreements, WTO, free trade, cli-
mate change and the Paris Accord! Is the
world being turned topsy-turvy?

It took India 30 years to break out of
what the economist Prof Raj Krishna
dubbed the ‘Hindu rate of growth’, al-
thoughIbelieve that Hindu kings of yore
like the Chola rulers and the Maurya
rulers were visionaries, outward looking
and expanded the economic reach of
India to as far as China, Indonesia and
Rome. They were true globalists, and
raised India’s share of the world’s GDP to
25 per cent. In those imperial days —
when we did not have trained econo-
mists — India embraced free trade, cap-
tured new markets and increased the
wealth of the many nationalities within
India. I shudder to think that we may be
turning our back on that rich legacy and
adopting policies that will return us to
an era of low growth.

Oxford Economics has warned us
thatin the next five years India may wit-
ness an average growth rate of 4.5 per
cent. Itis a wake-up call.

My ISOLATION

AWEEKLY WINDOW INTO THE LIVES OF INDIA'S NEWSMAKERS
AND IMPACT OF THE PANDEMIC ON THEM

“Time oft meant I realised

my kid’s sense of humour

What precautions do you take to stay
Covid-free?

Ihave not been on the sets much during
this period. When I do step out, | maintain
physical distancing if not social distancing.
Since I live in Madh Island and my building
society is not very crowded, we don’t have to
worry much. However, 1am particular about
wearing amask whenever [ leave home.

Have you got yourself tested for
Covid-19?

Ihad to get the test done while shooting
on three-four occasions. This hasbecome a
pre-requisite before any shoot. [ had some
work remaining for the show Criminal
Justice. So, I had to shoot for 10 days in
August. Thatapart, 1 had aone-day ad shoot.

How has your life changed during this
period?

For the last three years, | have been sho-
oting round-the-clock. I got a break from
thatand had the opportunity to spend time
at home. Initially, I was not used to video
chats so much. Now,  have learnt. My wife
and daughter, who are more tech-savvy,
help me out when I have any trouble.

When will you resume shooting?
In January, I will shoot for a new film in
Mumbai. The projectis yet tobe announced.

While interacting with people at work,
what precautions do you take?

The entire unit goes through Covid test
and that's reassuring,. Thereisateamtoen-
sure sanitisation is done properly. Oxygen
level and temperature of everyone in the
unit are checked. Still, one has to be careful.

How did you spend this period of
isolation with your family?

I have been cooking and enjoying
meals with my family. l mostly make sim-
ple vegetarian dishes like dal, chawal and
bhujia, which is a staple diet in Bihar. [
spent a lot of time with my daughter and
realised that she has developed a good
sense of humour.

Do you take any specific precautions
while you travel?

Earlier this month, we travelled to Goa.
We were bored and thought of going on a
short vacation. Since we travelled in our
own vehicle, I didn’t have to worry much.

b
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It has been a busy year for actor
PANKA] TRIPATHI, 44,
notwithstanding the slowing
down of production due to
Covid. This includes release of
web-series Mirzapur 2, marking
his return as Kaleen Bhaiya. His
performance in recent movies
Gunjan Sazena and Ludo has
also been widely appreciated

INTERVIEW BY ALAKA SAHANI

How do you keep your mind off the
pandemic?

How is that possible? Anyway, | have
been doing yoga for two hours and reading
a lot. Recently, [ read a book by Praveen
Kumar, Anurag Pathak’s Twelfth Fail. | have
got some new books that have been pub-
lished by Rajkamal Prakashan and Rajpal &
Sons. Since I have read most of the popular
titlesin Hindiliterature, these daysIlook for
books by young and contemporary authors.

What is the first thing you want to do
when the pandemicis past?

[want to travel freely, without any fear.
[ want to explore different parts of India. [
can pick any destination — mountains, a
desert ora forest.

Dalitality
GOUTHAM RAJKONDA

Slum numbers show cities

don’t help Dalits shed caste

CITY-WARD migration for Scheduled Caste
(Dalits hereafter) populations is synony-
mous with social development, as the city
life offers socio-economic opportunities,
better standards of living, educational and
health facilities as compared to rural areas.
The National Sample Survey Office’s 2011-
12 report showed that the Monthly Per-
capita Consumption Expenditure (MPCE)
by Dalitsinurban areas wasRs 2,028, com-
pared to Rs 1,252 in rural. The MPCE is a
proxy for household incomes and the above
data suggest that urban Dalits earn more
than their rural counterparts. With intent
tounshackle themselves from caste-based
poverty and exclusion, many Dalits migrate
tocities. Dr BR Ambedkar also urged Dalits
to embrace cities for their liberation from
caste oppression in rural areas.

Using the 2011 Census data on Dalits
and slum population, the spatial marginal-
isation of Dalits in urban India can be stud-
ied by comparing the state-wise percent-
age of Dalits living in urban areas with 1)
the percentage of Dalits in the total slum
population; and 2)the percentage of slum-
dwellersin the total urban Dalit population.

The nearly decade 0ld 2011 Census data
hadtobe chosenasitis the mostrecentdata
on Dalits in urban and slum areas available.
The 2011 Census captured data on all noti-
fied, recognised and identified slumsinur-
ban India.

As per the Census, 37.7 crore people
(31.1%) lived in urban India, of whom 4.7
crore (12.6%) were Dalits. In 2001, 79.6% of
the total Dalit population in India lived in
rural areas, which by 2011 had decreased
to 76.4%. During the same period, the per-
centage of Dalits living in urban areas had
increased from 20.4% to 23.6%. These fig-
ures suggest that, though slow, there is
strong city-ward migration among Dalits.

Much of Indian society follows caste
norms to perpetuate birth-inherited caste
“purity”. Such social norms are strongly per-
sistent in rural India. Is urban India any dif-
ferent for Dalits? Where do Dalits live in ur-
ban areas in India? Are they evenly
distributed across the urban fabric, suggest-
ing social inclusion and integration? Or are
they concentrated in marginalised urban
spaces that manifest poverty and exclu-
sion? The data from the 2011 Census proves
the latter to be true, suggesting that Indian
cities exclude Dalits in their spatial fabric.

The 2011 Census data from several large
states suggest that Dalits disproportionately
liveinslums. The dataalso highlight that 1)
the percentage of Dalits living in slums is
moreand, in most cases twice their percent-

2011 Census shows proportion of Dalits living in slums is in most cases twice their
share in the total urban population, and that most urban Dalits are slum dwellers

age in the total urban population; and 2) a
majority of urban Dalits are slum-dwellers.
Thisindicates how alarge share of Dalits are
compelled to live in inadequate housing,
devoid of basic services in urban India.

The 2011 Census showed that 12.6% of
the population in urban India were Dalits.
However, Dalits constituted 20.3% of the
slum population. To put this in absolute
numbers, while urbanIndia’s 6.5 crore peo-
plelived inslums, 1.3 crore of the slum pop-
ulation were Dalits. However, the worrying
figure is that of the percentage of slum-
dwellers in the total Dalit population in ur-
ban areas — 28% of India’s total urban Dalit
population were slum-dwellers. To put in
absolute numbers: while 4.7 crore Dalits
lived inurban areas, 1.3 crore of these were
slum-dwellers. Or, approximately one in
every three Dalits living in urban areas was
settled inaslum; and one inevery five slum-
dwellers in urban India was a Dalit. This
clearly indicates how Dalits are more con-
centrated in slums.

InMaharashtra, 11.3% of the urban pop-
ulation were Dalits whereas Dalits in the to-
tal slum population were 15.7%. Punjaband
Tamil Nadu reported the highest percent-
age of Dalits among the total slum popula-
tion, with 39.8% and 31.9%, respectively. The
data show that a majority of the slum
dwellersin these two states were Dalitsand,
especially, for Punjab the figure was as high
as nearly half of the total slum population.

In Maharashtra, 57.8 lakh urban resi-
dentswere Dalits and 32.2% of them lived in
slums. Andhra Pradesh and Madhya Pra-
desh had the highest level of spatial mar-
ginalisation of Dalits as they reported 47.1%
and 40.7%, respectively, of urban Dalits re-
sidingin slums — nearly half of the total ur-
ban Dalits in each state.

The above discussion invariably
proves that Dalit urban residents are
disproportionately concentrated in slums.
Caste hierarchies and identities of the
marginalised do not disappear in cities;
caste manifests in caste-based housing
segregation and discriminationin selling
a house or renting it out to an SC/ST de-
spite their ability to pay.

Slum being one of the dominant spatial
manifestations of prolonged economic dep-
rivation and social exclusion, the emergence
and existence of aslum qualify as socialand
spatial injustice ina society. The spatial mar-
ginalisation of a historically disenfranchised
social group like Dalits in urban India shows
that the liberation process of the margin-
alised by the Indian State is subservient to
the strong perseverance of caste hegemony
in India. Often caste persists even within
slums, manifesting in segregated housing,
public utilities and endogamy.

The caste question in India’s urban
marginality provides an opportunity for
the Indian State to strengthen its, recently
eroding, socialist promise by extending af-
firmative action to affordable housing for
Dalits in urban areas. For the State to de-
sign and implement social policies to up-
lift Dalits in urban India, it is essential to
produce meticulous spatial and socioeco-
nomic surveys and studies on urban Dalit
households and ward-level projections on
urban Dalit population.

The writer is an urban researcher with a
postgraduate degree in Urban Policy and
Governance from TISS, Mumbai.

Suraj Yengde, author of Caste Matters,
curates the fortnightly 'Dalitality’ column
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IN THE very watchable fourth season of
The Crown, Lady Diana’s struggles with bu-
limia are exposed in unflinching detail, il-
luminating the tragically wide chasm be-
tween appearance and reality. The storyline
hasreignited conversation on eating disor-
ders, though the subjectis nolonger trendy.
In 2020 especially, admitting to a desire for
an idealized shape is distinctly un-woke.
When the world is threatened by pandemic
apocalypse and race riots have broken in
the securest democracy in the world, only a
tone deaf narcissist will fixate on tawdry
weight gain problems. Nowadays, it’s the
Body Positivity Movement that began as a
reaction to unrealisticbeauty standards that

Acceptance of size, easier said

has all the media attention.

A Google search for “first recorded eat-
ing disorder” reveals evidence of an upper
class Roman girl dieting herself to death in
the Hellenistic era, around 323 BC. A nar-
row silhouette with a protruding collar bone
and a fragile long neck has been a standard
of beauty in China since the Hun dynasty;,
2000 years ago. Not much has changed.
China’s luxury brand Shanghai Tang still
caterstoascandalously slender frame: any-
oneslightly offin proportion may only gaze
longingly at their elegant designs. Similarly,
the corset was indispensible to show off a
perfect figure in 19th century Europe.
What's clear is that since the inception of
the humanrace people have tried valiantly
to be attractive, and irrespective of the era,
attractive meant slim. And throughout his-
tory, eating disorders have existed though

the motivations may not have been the pur-
suitof thinness, but purification or religious
reasons, or whatever pressures the socio-
cultural climate exerted then.

Itis to be marvelled at that it took this
long to challenge an aesthetic ideal that so
ruthlessly alienates vast swathes of human-
ity. Atits core, the message of Body Positivity
is an important one — that whatever one’s
size, it should not infringe upon one’s abil-
ity tolead a fulfilling life. This less than rev-
olutionary idea has only made headway in
the last decade. Currently, BP activists on
Instagram are quasi celebrities themselves.
By fearlessly revelling in all shapes and sizes
they bring truth to the fore, that striving for
physical perfection is a torturous aim that
occupies way too much headspace. It’s akin
to the pressure final year school students
are made to feel: anything less thana 99 is

not good enough, and there lies precisely
the reason for the mental health crisis fac-
ing India’s youth. Similarly, the quest to be
acertain size leads to a self-defeating cycle
of fad diets that sucks the joy out of so many
other pleasures of existence. But can uncon-
ditional body acceptance ever be a reality?

The truth is if you were to hand most
people amagic wand they won't wish away
Covid or ask for world peace but pray, fer-
vently, that they be 10 kilos lighter. 'm not
even referring to the morbidly obese who
really need to be thinner. Rather, that vast
majority who are closer to plump than fat.
From what I can see, this obsession with
svelteness applies to all (adult) age groups
and genders,and cuts across class and caste
lines. Point to note, you never meet people
who say they are desperate to put on
weight.It's because they don’t exist. A friend

than done

of mine who’s an open, recovered anorexic
noted thateven her well-wishers, while ex-
pressing concern for her health, would in-
variably end a conversation by asking her
for diet tips. In fact, many, if not all women
fallin the category of failed anorexics. They
aspire to be able to starve themselves and
become very thin but they can’t manage it.
It's too hard if you're not crazy enough.
The BP messaging is right, to prioritise
health over looks and get on with life, but I
really wonder if anyone genuinely believes
it.Itmay even be worth asking if there is any
point trying to bridge these gaps between
our limitations and desires — everything is
not resolvable. Perhaps, it might be more
freeing to accept that conflicting feelings on
body image will be the lot of mankind till
kingdom come.
The writer is director, Hutkay Films

New Delhi

Fifth
COLUMN
TAVLEEN SINGH

Twitter @tavleen_singh =

We must
never forget

IT TROUBLED me to see the farmers’ agi-
tation get more media coverage last week
than the twelfth anniversary of 26/11.
Personally, | make it a point to never for-
get this grim anniversary for the reason
that, as someone who lives in Mumbai, [
pay close attention to any improvements
thatInotice in policing methods. AsI have
done every year since 2008, I can report
that there have been no improvements at
all. In this cowardly war that Pakistan con-
tinues to wage against India, our frontline
soldiers are ordinary policemen. They
cannot be expected to fight well unless
they are trained in counter-terrorism. This
has not yet begun to happen.

In the Sonia-Manmohan era it was sort
of accepted that national security would
remain weak. Manmohan Singh actually
weakened it by conceding in Sharm el-
Sheikh at his first meeting with Pakistan’s
prime minister after 26/11 that ‘terrorism’
in Balochistan should also be discussed.
One of Rahul Gandhi’s closest aides,
Digvijaya Singh, released a book whose ti-
tle was ‘26/11: An RSS plot’. Rahul himself
famously told an American ambassador
that he believed ‘saffron’ terrorism was a
bigger threat than the jihadist kind.

What disturbs me is that in the seven
years that we have been ruled by
Narendra Modi the same lackadaisical ap-
proach to national security continues. If
Pakistan’s jihadist Generals decide that
they want a repeat of 26/11, they would
find it just as easy to succeed. It is astound-
ing that we have allowed Pakistan to con-
tinue repeating the lie that the attack was
carried out by ‘non-State actors’. How can
this be possible when the Lashkar-e-Toiba
is itself a creation of the ISI? How can
Pakistan continue daring to demand
‘proof’ of its role in 26/11?

The military men who control
Pakistan are never going to change. As
someone who has had the dubious privi-
lege of meeting many of them on visits to
Pakistan, I can say on good authority that
their hatred for India motivates their every
move. What we need is for the men in
charge of our security to realise that the
only way to win this horrible war is by
strengthening our own defences. Israel
should be our role model. It is surrounded
by hostile countries whose declared aim
is to destroy it and yet it has managed to
win against them. How? What are they
doing right that we are doing wrong?

On last week’s anniversary of 26/11,
Narendra Modi announced that we are
now fighting terrorism with ‘a new
process’. Really? Well, I can report that in
Mumbai there is no sign of change. For the
first two or three years after the attack
when the 26/11 anniversary approached,
the streets would be filled for a few days
with armoured cars and policemen pa-
trolling in uniforms that had ‘Commando’
written on the back of their shirts. It was
pointless melodrama. The city’s hotels,
restaurants, hospitals and train stations re-
main as vulnerable as they were when
Ajmal Kasab arrived with his fellow jihadis
to spread murder and mayhem until
Tukaram Omble died apprehending him.
And, until his companions were all killed.
The attack only ended after commandos
arrived from Delhi. Many lives may have
been saved if they had not taken more than
24 hours to get to Mumbai.

The reason why 26/11 must be re-
membered every year is not just because
it was the worst terrorist attack on Indian
soil but because it completely changed
our relationship with Pakistan. Until it
happened it was easy for those of liberal
disposition, on both sides of the border, to
trot off to Wagah and light candles to con-
vey a warm and fuzzy idea of friendship
and goodwill. After 26/11 most Indians see
Pakistan as a country with whom there
will always be hostilities. This should
make it easier for the Prime Minister to
demand radical changes in the way that
national security is handled. Why has this
not yet happened?

Why has the Home Minister, who
some see as Iron Man 2.0, wasted time
hunting illegal immigrants from
Bangladesh instead of reforming the
methods used to train our police? Why are
they forced to work in punishing condi-
tions and live with their families in squalid
quarters when they are our frontline sol-
diers in this ugly war? Every now and then
the Prime Minister declares at some inter-
national forum that the world needs to
come together to combat the menace of
jihadist terrorism. These declarations
would have more meaning if they were ac-
companied by real changes on the ground.

Islamist terrorism exists all over the
world. But, every country has its own par-
ticular battles to fight. In India we are deal-
ing with a country that has shown that it
will never hesitate to send suicidal ji-
hadists across the border to kill innocent
people in the most brutal ways. After
26/11 the lesson we have learned is that
it is no longer about Kashmir. It is about
harming India in every way possible and
the reason why Mumbai has been on tar-
get since the synchronized bombings on
March 12,1993, is with the specific aim of
weakening India’s economy. It saddens
me to say that Mumbai remains as vul-
nerable today as it was on those awful
days 12 years ago when senior police of-
ficers sat helplessly in their vehicles un-
able to understand who the enemy was
or where. This could happen again.
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EMMANUEL MACRON

French President

FRANCE

Images of police
beating Black
man shameful for

France:Macron

PRESIDENT EMMANUEL
Macron said on Friday
thatimages showing Paris
police beating up a Black
music producer were
shameful for France, and
that government would
have to find a way to re-
store public confidence in
the force. Prosecutors are
investigating the violent
arrest of Michel Zecler,
who said he was also
racially abused by the of-
ficers, after CCTV footage
of the incident was re-
leased. The police watch-
dog is also investigating.
Four police officers were
being held for questioning
as part of the investiga-
tion, the Paris Prosecutor’s
office said. REUTERS

IRAQ
Cleric’s supporters
clashwith

protesters, Skilled

SUPPORTERS OF a fire-
brand Iraqi cleric shot dead
five people on Saturday, ac-
cording to medical officials,
in overnight clashes with
anti-government protest-
ers in southern Iraq. The
anti-government demon-
strators attempted to bloc
the path of a rally support-
ing Shia Muslim leader
Moqtada al-Sadr. The anti-
government protesters
were camped outatamain
square in the city of
Nasiriya, which hasbeenan
epicentre of the youth-led
protest movement thathas
soughttosweepasidelrag’s
ruling sectarian elite. AP

BRITAIN
UK appoints

vaccines minister

THE BRITISH government
appointed a vaccines min-
ister on Saturday as it pre-
pares to inoculate millions
of people against the coro-
navirus, potentially start-
ing within days. Prime
Minister Boris Johnson
said Conservative law-
maker Nadhim Zahawi
will oversee the country's
biggest vaccine programin
decades. The UK medi-
cines regulator is currently
assessing two vaccines —
one developed by Pfizer
and BioNTech, the other by
Oxford University and
AstraZeneca — to see if
they are safe and effective.
The Guardian reported that
hospitals have been told
they could receive the first
doses of the Pfizer shot the
week of December 7. AP

THAI PROTESTS INTENSIFY DESPITE THREATS

Thai anti-government protesters demonstrated in Bangkok’s outskirts on Saturday with a duck parade and speeches
demanding the removal of Prime Minister Prayuth Chan-ocha, a new constitution and reforms to the monarchy. Protests
have been stepped up this week despite threats by Prayuth, a former junta ruler, to use all available laws against protesters
who break them and charges of insulting the monarchy against several protest leaders. Protesters are seeking the removal of
Prayuth, accusing him of engineering an election last year to keep power that he seized from an elected governmentina
2014 coup. He has said the vote was fair and he will not resign. AP

Brexit: UK, EU resume trade
talks with time running out

JILLLAWLESS
LONDON, NOVEMBER 28

TEAMS FROM Britain and the
European Union resumed face-
to-face talks on a post-Brexit
trade deal Saturday, with both
sides sounding gloomy about
striking an agreement in the lit-
tle time that remains.

EU chief negotiator Michel
Barnier returned to London to
meet his UK counterpart David
Frost. Talks have been held virtu-
ally for the past week as Barnier
completed a spell of self-isolation
afteramember of his team tested
positive for the coronavirus.

Covid-19is just one complica-
tion in negotiations that remain
snagged over key issues includ-
ing fishing rights and fair-compe-
tition rules. Barnier said Friday
that the remote talks had made
little progress and the “same sig-
nificant divergences persist”.

The UK left the EU early this
year, but remained part of the
bloc’s economic embrace during
an 11-month transition as the
two sides tried to negotiate a
new free-trade deal to take effect
January 1. Talks have already
slipped past the mid-November
date long seen as a deadline to
secure a deal in time for it to be

Two major points of disagreement

THE DRAWN-OUT ne-
gotiations between the
UK and the EU regard-

ing a post-Brexit trade
deal has seen both sides
agree to around 95% of the
terms, but there are two major
issues that are holding up the
deal. The biggest sticking point
is the EU's insistence on “level
playing field” rules if the UK is
to access the bloc’s vast mar-
ket. This would mean that the
UK will have to make sure that

EXPLAINED

its regulations in areas

such as workers' rights,

competition and envi-

® ronmental policy must

match the EU’s. But
hardline Brexiteers say such an
alignment would be a betrayal
of Brexit. The other point thatis
holding up the deal is the UK’s
resistance to continued EU ac-
cess to Britain's fishing waters.
However, there have been
signs that the EU maybe will-
ing to compromise on this.

approved and ratified by law-
makers in Britain and the EU.

If there is no deal, New
Year’s Day will bring huge dis-
ruption, with the overnight im-
position of tariffs and other bar-
riers to UK-EU trade. That will
hurt both sides, but the burden
will fall most heavily on Britain,
which does almost halfits trade
with the EU.

While both sides want adeal,
they have fundamental differ-
ences about what it entails. The
27-nation EU accuses Britain of
seeking to retain access to the
bloc’s vast market without

agreeing to abide by its rules,and
wants strict guarantees on “level
playing field” standards the UK
must meet to exportinto the EU.

The UK claims the EU is fail-
ing to respect its independence
and making demands it has not
placed on other countries with
whom it has free trade deals,
such as Canada.

British Prime Minister Boris
Johnson told Irish leader Micheal
Martin on Friday that he re-
mained committed “to reaching
a deal that respects the sover-
eignty of the UK,” Johnson’s of-
fice said. REUTERS

Ethiopian troops
begin offensive
on Tigray
capital: officials
REUTERS

ADDIS ABABA/NAIROBI,
NOVEMBER 28

ETHIOPIAN GOVERNMENT forces
began an offensive to capture the
regional capital Mekelle in the re-
bellious northern Tigray region on
Saturday, said adiplomatindirect
contact with residents, and the
leader of Tigrayan forces.

Debretsion Gebremichael,
leader of the Tigray People’s
Liberation Front (TPLF), told
Reutersinatextmessage Mekelle
was under “heavy bombard-
ment”. The Ethiopian military is
using artillery in the assault, he
said ina subsequent text message.

The diplomat said explosions
were reported in the north of the
city, in the Hamidai area. A sec-
ond diplomat also said the attack
had begun.

Billene Seyoum, a spokes-
woman for the PM'’s office, said:
“The Ethiopian National Defence
Forces do not have a mission to
bombard its own city and people.
Mekelle remains one of Ethiopia’s
key cities and the efforts to bring
to justice the criminal clique will
not entail discriminatory ‘bom-
bardment’ as alluded by TPLF and
their propagandists.”

WHO says would be ‘highly speculative’
to say Covid-19 did not emerge in China

REUTERS
GENEVA,NOVEMBER 28

THE WORLD Health
Organisation’s top emergency
expert said on Friday it would be
“highly speculative” for the
WHO to say the coronavirus did
not emerge in China, where it
was firstidentified in a food mar-
ket in December last year.
China is pushing a narrative
via state media that the virus ex-
isted abroad before it was dis-
covered in the central city of

Mike Ryan, WHO's top
emergency expert

Chinais pushing a
narrative via state
media that the virus
existed abroad before it
was discovered in the
central city of Wuhan

Wuhan, citing the presence of
coronavirus onimported frozen
food packaging and scientific pa-
pers claiming it had been circu-
lating in Europe last year.

“Ithink it's highly speculative
for us to say that the disease did
notemerge in China,” Mike Ryan
said at a virtual briefing in
Geneva after being asked if

Covid-19 could have first
emerged outside China.

“It is clear from a public
health perspective that you start
your investigations where the
human cases first emerged,” he
added, saying that evidence
might then lead to other places.

He repeated that the WHO
intended to send researchers to
the Wuhan food market to probe
the virus origins further.

The WHO has been accused
by the Trump administration of
being “China-centric”, allega-
tions it has repeatedly denied.

s I1aN’s supreme leader

promises retaliation for
nuclear scientist’s killing

Ayatollah Khamenei vows to continue Fakhrizadeh’s work

PARISAHAFEZI
DUBAI,NOVEMBER 28

IRAN’S SUPREME leader prom-
ised on Saturday to retaliate for
the killing of the Islamic
Republic’s top nuclear scientist,
who the West and Israel be-
lieved was the architect of a se-
cretIranian programme to make
weapons.

Ayatollah Ali Khamenei,
Iran’s top authority who says
Tehran has never sought nuclear
arms, also pledged in his state-
ment on Twitter to continue the
work of Mohsen Fakhrizadeh,
who died on Friday after gun-
man ambushed him in his car
near Tehran.

The killing, which Iran’s
President was swift to blame on
Israel, threatens to spark a new
Middle East confrontationin the
final weeks of US President
Donald Trump’s term.

It could also complicate any ef-
forts by President-elect Joe Biden
to revive a detente with Tehran
that was forged when he was in
Barack Obama’s administration.
Trump pulled Washington out of
the 2015 international nuclear
pact agreed with Tehran.

Khamenei said in his Twitter
post that Iranian officials must
take up the task of “pursuing this
crime and punishing its perpe-
trators and those who com-
manded it.”

Israel’s N12 news channel
said Israeli embassies had been
puton high alert after the [ranian
threats of retaliation. An Israeli
Foreign Ministry spokesman
said the minister did not com-
ment on security regarding its
representation abroad.

Iranian President Hassan
Rouhani told a televised cabinet
meeting that Iran would re-
spond “at the proper time”.

Ayatollah Ali Khamenei said on Twitter that Iranian officials
must take up the task of “pursuing this crime and punishing
its perpetrators and those who commanded it”. Reuters

Washington: The US has im-
posed sanctions on four com-
panies from China and Russia
for supporting Iran’s missile
programme that remains a
“significant proliferation con-
cern”, Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo has said.

The announcement was
made on Friday as the US con-
tinues to take tough measures
againstIran for continuing their
activities related tonucleararms.

“The US has sanctioned
four entities in China and
Russia for their support of
Iran’s missile programme,

US sanctions Russian, Chinese firms
for links to Iran missile programme

which remains a significant
proliferation concern. We will
continue to use all our sanc-
tions tools to prevent Iran from
advancing its missile capabil-
ities,” Pompeo said.

The companies are Chengdu
Best New Materials Co Ltd and
ZiboElim Trade Co, Ltd.in China
and Nilco Group, which is also
known as Nil Fam Khazar
Company and Santers Holding
andJoint Stock Company Elecon
in Russia, which have been ac-
cused of transferring sensitive
technology and items to Iran’s
missile programme. PTI

“Once again, the evil hands of
Global Arrogance and the Zionist
mercenaries were stained with
the blood of an Iranian son,” he
said, using terms officials em-
ploy to refer to Israel.

Israel has declined to com-
ment on the killing. The White
House, Pentagon, US State
Department and CIA also de-
clined to comment, as did

Biden’s transition team.

“Whether Iran is tempted to
take revenge or whether it re-
strains itself, it will make it diffi-
cult for Biden to return to the nu-
clear agreement,” Amos Yadlin,
a former Israeli military intelli-
gence chief and director of
Israel’s Institute for National
Security Studies, wrote on
Twitter. REUTERS

In fresh blow to Trump, US court
rejects Pennsylvania election case

TOMHALS
NOVEMBER 28

A FEDERAL appeals court on
Friday rejected an attempt by US
President Donald Trump’s cam-
paign to block President-elect
Joe Biden from being declared
the winner of Pennsylvania,
dealing another significant set-
back to Trump’s bid to overturn
the November 3 election.

“Free, fair elections are the
lifeblood of our democracy.
Charges of unfairness are seri-
ous. But calling an election un-
fair does not make it so,” wrote
Stephanos Bibas on behalf of a
three-judge panel.

“Charges require specific al-
legations and then proof. We
have neither here,” wrote Bibas,
who was nominated by Trump.

The Trump campaign and its
supporters have tried and failed
to convince judges of election ir-
regularities in Michigan, Georgia,
Arizona and Nevada, all critical
to Biden’s victory.

“Voters, not lawyers, choose
the President. Ballots, not briefs,
decide elections,” said the ap-
peals court opinion.

“On to SCOTUS!” wrote Jenna

The Trump campaign has
tried and failed to convince
judges of election
irregularities in Michigan,
Georgia, Arizona and Nevada

Ellis,a Trump campaign attorney;,
onTwitter after the ruling, refer-
ring toa planned appeal to the US
Supreme Court. “The activist ju-
dicial machinery in Pennsylvania
continues to cover up the allega-
tions of massive fraud.”
Pennsylvania certified Biden,
who won the state by 80,000
votes, as its winner this week.
Under Pennsylvania law, the
candidate who wins the popular
vote in the state gets all of the
state’s 20 electoral votes.
Trump, a Republican, has re-

fused to concede to his
Democratic rival and continues
to claim, without evidence,
widespread voter fraud.

But as his legal challenges to
the results fail, Trump said on
Thursday he will leave the White
House if the Electoral College
votes for Biden when it meets on
December 14, the closest he has
come to conceding the election.

OnMonday, Trump’s admin-
istration cleared the way Biden
to transition to the White House,
giving him access to briefings
and funding even as Trump
vowed to continue fighting the
election results.

Biden won the election 306-
232 in electoral votes, including
Pennsylvania’s 20.

While Trump and his support-
ers continue to wage legal battles,
time is running out as states as
states have until December 8 to
resolve election disputes.

Legal experts have said the
cases have no chance of success
and may be aimed at undermin-
ing confidence in the election.
Polls have showed a majority of
Republicans believe Trump won
the election and many believe
the election was tainted, despite
alack of evidence. REUTERS

THE ZAVATELLI CIRCUS IS ONE OF 3 FAMILY OPERATIONS THAT DATE BACK TO 1800 AND WAS ONCE KNOWN AS THE CIRQUE DE PARIS

The circus can’t leave town: 200-yr-old French show stranded in Belgian car park

YVES HERMAN
GEMBLOUX,NOVEMBER 28

THE EXOTIC animals are con-
fined to small paddocks, the ac-
robats have been grounded, and
the clowns aren’t able to make
an audience laugh anymore.

The coronavirus has
brought the curtain down on
the Zavatelli Circus, at least for
the time being.

Unable to travel or perform
across Europe, the French fam-
ily-run operation is waiting out
the pandemic in a car park in
the southern Belgium town of

Gembloux - and quickly run-
ning out of funds to feed its
animals.

“For us, the confinement is
very difficult because we are
not working. We have no cash
flow,” said circus director Kevin
Dubois.

The Zavatelli Circus typically
pitches its 600-seater Big Top in
30 cities each year. But since
March, when Covid-19 cases
began rising in Europe, it has
only been able to perform with
areduced capacity, or not at all
during Belgium’s spring and au-
tumn lockdowns.

The show features jugglers

Floye Dubois, 19,a
juggleratthe
Zavatelli Circus,
practisesina
parkinglotin
Gembloux,
Belgium, where
the circus has
been maintained
under lockdown
for nearly ayear
amid the Covid-19
pandemic. Reuters

and acrobats, a conjuror, clowns
and a tightrope-walker, and a
menagerie including camels,
llamas, buffaloes and ponies.

Now the staff are living in
trailers in the car park, stopping
their skills from going rusty
with outdoor pratice sessionsin
the crisp Autumn air.

The animals are kept in en-
closures under red-and white
striped awnings, with straw
strewn over the car park’s
ground.

“Frankly, it is becoming an
issue because we have 60 ani-
mals to feed,” Dubois said.

The cost of food for the ani-

New Delhi

mals runs to about 500 euros
($600) per week. There are also
23 circus staff to support.

“We don’t know how to
make ends meet,” he said.

The Zavatelli Circus is one of
three family operations that
date back to 1800 and was once
known as the Cirque de Paris.

The two others, Armanzo
and Anderland, owned by the
same family, are also on the
rented site in Gembloux, about
50 km south of Brussels.

While the circus could re-
turn home to France, it would
not be permitted to perform

there either.
N |

Belgium, like France, is un-
der its second lockdown since
the coronavirus epidemic hit
Europe in February.

Although shops are ex-
pected to reopen soon, cultural
operations such as circuses in
Belgium must remain closed
until further notice.

Dubois lamented the lack of
state financial support.

“We have not received any
financial assistance (from the
authorities). Alot of people gave
us bread, carrots, they bring us
seeds, hay. But in terms of
money, we did not get any-
thing,” Dubois said. REUTERS
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CRUDE WATCH
OIL PRICES POST WEEKLY GAIN

New York: Oil prices were mixed on Friday but posted a fourth straight
week of gains ahead of an OPEC+ meeting early next week. Brent
crude January futures rose 38 cents to settle at $48.18 a barrel, while
‘West Texas Intermediate futures fell 18 cents to $45.53. REUTERS
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AMID OVERALL CONTRACTION IN ECONOMY

Bank loan outstanding shrinks in FY21
so far; home, industry credit growth fall

GEORGEMATHEW
MUMBAI,NOVEMBER 28

THE GROWTH rate in credit off-
take by home buyers and indus-
try declined during the seven-
month period ended October
2020 in the wake of the overall
contraction in the economy due
to the Covid pandemic, according
to the Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
data. The total non-food bank
creditoutstanding decelerated by
0.7 per cent during the seven
months toRs91,46,631 crore from
Rs92,11,544 crore in March, com-
pared to growth of 0.3 per cent in
the year-ago period.

The overall outstanding home
loans rose by just 2.6 per cent to
Rs 13,73,277 crore in the April-
October period, as against 9.4 per
centgrowth in the same period of
last year. On a year-on-year basis,
the growthrate fell to 8.2 per cent
from 19.4 per cent a year ago, ac-
cording to the latest RBI data.

Ontheother hand, credittoin-
dustry decelerated by 5.7 per cent

—— BRIEFLY —

EPFO extends
life certificate

deadline

New Delhi: The EPFO has ex-
tended the deadline for sub-
mission of life certificates by
pensioners till February 28,
amove that will benefit over
35 lakh people who could
not submit the document by
November due to pandemic.

Retail inflation
forindustrial

workersrises

New Delhi: Retail inflation for
industrial workers rose mar-
ginally to 5.91 per cent in
October from 5.62 per cent
in September this year
mainly due to higher prices
of certain food items.

IndiGrid inks
pacttoacquire
74%in PKTCL

New Delhi: India Grid Trust
onSaturday said ithasinked
an agreement to acquire 74
per cent stake in Parbati
Koldam  Transmission
Company from Reliance
Infrastructure. PTI

‘HSBC considers
exitfromUS
retail banking’

Bengaluru: HSBCHoldingsis
considering a complete exit
fromretail bankingin the US
after narrowing options for
how to improve perform-
ance at its struggling North
America business, Financial
Times reported. REUTERS

OCT: PERSONAL LOANS SEE DECELERATED GROWTH

M Personal loans registered
adecelerated growth 0f 9.3
per centin October 2020 as
compared with 17.2 per cent
growth in October 2019.

W Within this sector, vehicle
loans continued to perform
well, registering accelerated
growth of 8.4 per centin

October 2020 as against a
growth of 5.0 per cent in
October 2019.

M Credit growth to
agriculture and allied
activities accelerated to 7.4
per cent in October 2020
from 7.1 per cent in October
2019.

in the seven-month period to Rs
27,39,841 crore fromRs 29,05,151
crore in March, compared to a
contraction of 3.4 per cent a year
ago. Credit outstanding of Micro,
Small & Medium Enterprises
(MSMEs)declined by 5.3 per cent
and large industry fell by 6.7 per
cent. However, medium sector
showed growth of 16.6 per cent,
as per the RBI data.
“Onayear-on-year (Y-0-Y)ba-
sis, total non-food bank credit
growth decelerated to 5.6 per
centin October 2020 from 8.3 per
cent in October 2019,” the RBI

Amip CoviD

said. Personal loans registered a
decelerated growth of 9.3 per
cent in October 2020 as com-
pared with 17.2 per cent growth
in October 2019. Within this sec-
tor, vehicle loans continued to
perform well, registering acceler-
ated growth of 8.4 per cent in
October2020 as againsta growth
of 5.0 per cent in October 2019.
Credit growth to agriculture and
allied activities accelerated to 7.4
per centin October 2020 from 7.1
per cent in October 2019.

On a Y-o-Y basis, credit to in-
dustry contracted by 1.7 per cent

in October 2020, compared with
3.4 per cent growth in October
2019, mainly on the back of con-
tractionin credit to large industries
by 2.9 per cent in October 2020
(4.2 per cent growth a year ago)
though credit to medium indus-
tries registered a robust growth
rate of 16.6 per cent in October
2020(1.2 per centayear ago).

According to Union Bank MD
and CEO Rajkiran Rai, sanctions
and outstanding don’t correlate.
“We do a lot of investment credit
by way of bonds. Corporates
raised bonds but these were
cheaper and they paid their loan
outstanding. Further, working
capital utilisation of large corpo-
rates came down during the Covid
time. As a result, the credit out-
standing in the system has come
down. But sanctions were quite
decent during this period during
the comparable period of last
year,” he said.

“Some segments like MSMEs
and large corporates are hiring but
disbursements will take some
time. We expect that by March,

we will see a growth rate close to
double digits,” he said.

According to the RBI, within
industry, credit to food process-
ing, petroleum, coal products &
nuclear fuels, leather & leather
products, paper & paper products
and vehicles, vehicle parts & trans-
port equipment registered accel-
erated growthin October 2020as
compared with the growthin the
corresponding month of the pre-
vious year. However, credit
growth to beverage & tobacco,
rubber plastic & their products,
chemical & chemical products, ce-
ment & cement products, all en-
gineering, gems & jewellery, infra-
structure and construction
contracted.

Credit growth to the services
sector accelerated to 9.5 per cent
in October 2020 from 6.5 per cent
in October 2019. Within this sec-
tor, credit to professional services,
computer software and trade reg-
istered accelerated growth in
October 2020 vis-a-vis the growth
inthe corresponding month of the
previous year, the RBI said.

‘E-commerce festive season

gross sales leap 65% to $8.3 bn

y

E-commerce festive sale season from October 15-November
15 delivered $8.3 billion worth of gross sales for brands and
sellers, up 65 per cent from $5 billion last year, RedSeer said

40mn

shoppers came
from tier [l and
beyond cities
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Mobile phones continued to dominate the percentage share (at 46 per cent) of all products across platforms, owing
to a rise in aspiration among new customers. Categories like home furnishings have “done better than anytime before”

66%

Flipkart’s share

$3.2billion

(Rs 22,000 crore) worth of
gross sales was registered in
September this year, which
zoomed to $8.3 billionin the
festive period

$4.2 billion

(Rs 29,000 crore) was logged
in the first event, $1.2 billion
(Rs 8,700 crore) in the second
eventand $1.4 billion (Rs
9,700 crore) and $1.5 billion
(Rs 10,300 crore) in other
events by e-commerce
companies, including Amazon,
and Walmart-owned Flipkart.

FLIPKART GROUP
(including Myntra) and
Amazon accounted for more
than 88 per cent of the entire
gross merchandise value

(GMV) for the festive month

FESTIVE SEASON sees
players holding multiple sale
events, timed around
Dussehra and Diwali.

OUTLOOK:The overall
growth has been bullish this
festive season. The actual
figures surpassed
expectations fairly
comfortably, showing how
comfortable consumers have
become with shopping online
even in this pandemic hit year

t6,600

GMV per customer dropped
this festive season from Rs
7,450 in the year-ago period
due to affordability schemes
increasing the share of users
from tier Il and beyond cities

Source:
RedSeer/PTI

Despite being worst affected in Ql, quite puzzling
how manufacturing turned itself around: SBI report

PRESS TRUSTOFINDIA
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 28

THE SURPRISE resilience shown
by the manufacturing sector that
restricted GDP contraction toonly
7.5 per cent in September quarter
could be aresult of massive purge
in costs such as employee cost by
corporates and businesses, which
could turn a potential headwind
in future, economists at SBI wrote
on Saturday.

India’s July-September (Q2 of
2020-21 fiscal) GDP growth
showed surprisingresilience with
contraction of only 7.5 per centin
real terms, while the market con-
sensus was higher, wrote Soumya
Kanti Ghosh, Group Chief

“We believe one possible
reason for this could be
stellar corporate GVA
numbersin Q2 on the back
of massive purgein costs”

SBIECOWRAP

Economic Adviser, State Bank of
India, in Ecowrap.

With improvement in manu-
facturing, due to lifting of lock-
down measures GDP contraction
has slowed down significantly.
Agriculture sector continued to
perform well with growth at 3.4
per cent. Services remained in the
negative territory, although the de-
cline was contained as trade, ho-
tels, transport, communication

‘More Chinese apps to be banned
soon, govt preparing fresh list’

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 28

THE GOVERNMENT is in the
process of preparing a fresh list of
Chinese mobile apps that would
be banned very shortly. Sources
said since there's no comprehen-
sive list of Chinese apps that can
be banned in one go, the process
adopted is to follow the apps that
find traction in app stores and are
being downloaded the most.
Once this is done, strict monitor-
ing is done and action taken.

There are several apps, which,
despite being banned, reappear
through proxies and, therefore,
continuous monitoring needs to
be done.

The strategy of the govern-
ment is clear. By banning more
and more Chinese apps atregular
intervals and then providing
them the route to present their
case before an inter-ministerial
panel, the pace of bans would be

RISK OF PROXIES

W There are several
apps, which, despite
being banned, reappear
through proxies and,
therefore, continuous
monitoring needs

tobe done.

far ahead of the redressal mech-
anism process.

For instance, on November
24, the government banned a
fresh set of 43 Chinese mobile
apps, including the likes of
Alibaba Workbench, CamCard
and a host of dating apps among
others, by invoking Section 69A
of the Information Technology
Act, which empowers it to block
apps/content that are engagedin
activities prejudicial to sover-
eignty and integrity of the coun-
try, its defence, security of state
and public order.

This is the fourth instance of
the government banning
Chinese apps since the India-
China border skirmish erupted.
The government had first
banned 59 apps, including
TikTok, WeChat, etc, on June 29,
followed by another set of 47
apps in July, which were proxies
of the banned apps. On
September 2, it banned 118
Chinese mobile apps, which in-
cluded the popular gaming plat-
form PUBG as well as Baidu,
which is China’s largest search
engine provider.

In all, around 267 apps have
been banned since June but the
redressal mechanism for the first
set is far from over.

In the case of app bans, the
law is such that the government
does not need to first serve ano-
tice to the companies concerned
and wait for their replies. The
companies concerned also can-
not approach courts for any in-
terim relief. FE

and services related to broadcast-
ing showed recovery.

“The most astonishing num-
beris the positive growth in man-
ufacturing Q2. Despite being the
worst affected sectorin Q1(due to
lockdown), itis quite puzzling how
manufacturing turned itself
around,” he wrote in the Ecowrap
issue. The IIP manufacturing and
manufacturing GVA growth are
highly correlated (almost more
than 0.90)and this correlation col-
lapsed in Q2 when IIP manufac-
turing declined by 6.7 per cent(av-
erage of July-September) while
manufacturing GVA grew by 0.6
per cent.

“We believe one possible rea-
son for this could be stellar corpo-
rate GVA numbers in Q2 on the

Almost 65% of
domestic air
travel back to
pre-Covid
level: Kharola

PRESS TRUSTOFINDIA
MUMBAI,NOVEMBER 28

NEARLY 65 per cent of the domes-
tic air travel has returned to the
pre-COVID-19level and now there
is a need to evolve a strategy to
bringback the tourismindustry on
its feet, Civil Aviation Secretary
Pradeep Singh Kharola said on
Saturday.

He was addressing a webinar
on ‘Aviation and Tourism-the Road
Ahead’ hosted by the Federation
of Association of Indian Tourism &
Hospitality (FAITH).

Kharola also said in the times
of Covid-19 air travel has become
a preferred mode of travel for
being a safe means of trans-
portation.

back of massive purge in costs.
Further, we observed small com-
panies, with turnover of up to Rs
500 crore, are more aggressive in
cutting cost, displaying reduction
in employee cost by 10-12 per
cent,” Ecowrap said. This, it said,
could turn a potential headwind
infutureinterms of adragoncon-
sumption.

SBI economiist said the ab-
solute numbers of services sector
in Q2FY21 is Rs 17.19 lakh crore,
while in Q3FY20 it was Rs 17.35
lakh crore, only Rs 15,000 crore
less. This indicates that the serv-
ices sector has reached the pre-
Covid level. One good thing is that
the investment demand has im-
proved with resumptionin Covid-
induced stalled projects.

Insider trading case: Sebi
bars NDTV promoters,
others; Roys to file appeal

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,NOVEMBER 28

THE SECURITIES and Exchange
Board of India(Sebi) has barred the
promotersof New Delhi Television
Ltd (NDTV) — Prannoy Roy and
Radhika Roy — from the securities
market for two years and also di-
rected them to disgorge “illegal
gainsof more thanRs 16.97 crore”
for alleged “insider trading” over
12 years ago.

The market regulator also
barred seven other individuals and
entities for insider trading in the
shares of the mediacompany fora
period varying from one to two
years. Some of them have been
asked to disgorge illegal gains
made from trading in the shares
when they were in possession of
Unpublished Price Sensitive
Information (UPSI). The directions
follow a probe conducted by Sebi
between September 2006 and
June 2008.

According to NDTV, Prannoy
Roy and Radhika Roy have in-
formed the company that their
lawyers, led by Fereshte Sethna,
senior partner at DMD Advocates,
hold thatthe Sebi orderisbased on
an inaccurate assessment of facts
and will not withstand scrutiny in
appeal. “Theappeal will be filed im-
mediately,” it said.

The Sebiorder said theamount
has to be paid jointly or severally
by them along with 6 per cent in-
terest from April 17, 2008, till the

Sebi has directed
Prannoy Roy and
Radhika Roy to disgorge
‘illegal gains of more
thanRs 16.97 crore’

date of actual payment. Alltheen-
tities have violated Prohibition of
Insider Trading (PIT) Regulations,
Sebi said in three separate orders
passed late on Friday.

The Sebi order noted that
Prannoy Roy and Radhika Roy to-
gether made a gain of Rs 16.97
crore while indulging in insider
tradinginthe shares of NDTV while
inpossessionof UPSIrelatingtothe
proposed reorganisation of the
company. Prannoy Roy was the
chairman and whole-time direc-
torand RadhikaRoy was the man-
aging director during the period
under investigation and were part
of the decision-making chain that
led tothe crystallisation of the UPSL

Itsaid discussions pertaining to
reorganisation of the company
started on September 7,2007,and
the disclosure was made on April
16, 2008. Hence, September 7,
2007 to April 16,2008 was the UPSI
period. Prannoy Roy and Radhika
Roy sold shares on April 17,2008,
when the trading window for
themwas closed and made a profit
0of Rs 16.97 crore Sebi's order said.

Asper Sebi, by doing so, they vi-
olated PIT norms and also acted in
contravention of NDTV’s code of

MEETING GST REVENUE SHORTFALL

Now, Punjab too
accepts Centre’s
borrowing option

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 28

CONGRESS-RULED PUNJAB has
accepted the Centre’s borrowing
proposal and will get Rs 8,359
crore through the special window
to meet GST revenue shortfall.

“Government of Punjab has
communicated acceptance of
option 1 to meet the revenue
shortfall arising out of GST im-
plementation. The number of
states which have chosen this
option has gone up to 26. All the
3 Union Territories with
Legislative Assembly (i.e. Delhi,
Jammu & Kashmir and
Puducherry) have also decided
in favour of option 1,” a Finance
Ministry statement said.

The Centre has already bor-
rowed Rs 24,000 crore on behalf
of the states in four instalments
and has passed it on to 23 states
and three Union Territories on
October 23, November 2,
November 9 and November 23.
From the next round of borrow-
ings, Punjab, Kerala and West
Bengal too would receive funds
raised through this window.

Earlier this week, Kerala and
West Bengal had communicated
to the Centre aboutaccepting the

HOW MUCH WILL
THE STATEGET?

M Punjab will get
permission for
additional borrowing
of Rs 3,033 crore (0.5%
of its GSDP).

borrowing option to meet GST
revenue shortfall. Allopposition-
ruled states had initially opposed
joining the borrowing plan op-
posed by Centre.

Under the terms of option 1,
besides getting the facility of a
special window for borrowings to
meet the shortfall arising out of
GST implementation, states are
alsoentitled to get unconditional
permission to borrow the final in-
stalment of 0.50 per cent of Gross
State Domestic Product (GSDP)
out of the 2 per cent additional
borrowings permitted by the
Government of India, under
‘Aatmanirbhar Bharat’ mission.
Thisis over and above the special
window of Rs 1.1 lakh crore.

So, Punjab will get permission
for additional borrowing of Rs
3,033 crore (0.5 per cent of its
GSDP), the Ministry added.

conduct for prevention of insider
trading which prohibited them
from trading at least till 24 hours
after theinformation wasdisclosed
to the stock exchanges. The pro-
moters have beenrestrained from
accessing the securities market for
twoyearsand directed todisgorge
illegal gains along with 6 per cent
interest per annum.

Sebi said Vikramaditya
Chandra, whowas the group CEO
and executive director during the
relevant period, made a profit of
Rs 6.67 lakh, Ishwari Prasad
Bajpai, who was senior advisor-
editorial and projects, made anil-
legal gain of Rs 8.82 lakh while di-
rector-finance and group CFO
Saurav Banerjee incurred aloss of
Rs47,000 while trading inNDTV's
scrip during the UPSI period. The
shares, which were sold during
the UPSI period, were acquired by
them pursuant to allotment un-
der ESOPs.

Sebi has, thus, directed dis-
gorgement of respective illegal
gains, along with 6 per cent inter-
est per annum, and barred
Chandra, Bajpai and Banerjee from
accessing securities market forone
year. Sanjay Dutt’s wife Prenita
Duttand entities connected tohim
—Quantum Securities Pvt Ltd., SAL
Real Estate Pvt Ltd and Taj Capital
Partners Pvt Ltd. — had made a
wrongful gain of Rs 2.2 crore
through insider trading while in
possession of UPSI. Sanjay Dutt
was an on-call and inhouse advi-
sor/ teammember of NDTV group.

‘Govt considers
cancelling GST
registration of
non-compliant
assessees’

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 28

THE GOVERNMENT is mulling
cancelling GST registration for
5.43 lakh taxpayers who have
not filed monthly tax returns
(GSTR-3B) for the last six
months or more, sources in the
revenue department said.
Additionally, the department
would 'persuade’ 25,000 tax-
payers, who have not filed re-
turns for October that was due
by November 24, to comply
with tax return deadlines.

Sources said tax officers have
been directed to follow up per-
sonally with these defaulting tax-
payers so that their GSTR-3B re-
turns due for the month are filed
by November 30. These assessees
were identified on the basis of
last month's statistics, sources
said after a high-level meeting
held in the revenue department.

The push for better compli-
ance comes on the heels of tax
department's nationwide drive
against fake invoice scams. It is
suspected that fraudsters often
register firm under GST but re-
main mostly dormant on com-
pliance while using the status to
claim invalid input tax credit
(ITC).FE

Why prefixing ‘0’ will be mandatory
for landline to mobile calls from Jan 157

PRANAV MUKUL
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 28

THE DEPARTMENT of
Telecommunications (DoT) has
mandated prefixing “0” forall calls
being made from fixed-line or
landline phones to mobile phones
with effect from January 15. This
follows recommendations from
the sector regulator TRAI, which
had arrived to this conclusion af-
ter studying the issue of adequate
numbering resources for fixed line
and mobile services.

What has been the change?

All calls made fromlandline to
mobile phones will be dialled with
the prefix “0” from January 15.
Those dealing a mobile number
from a fixed line phones without
the prefix will hear an announce-
ment. Dialling “0” before the mo-
bile phone number was a practice
followed for outstation mobile

numbers before the government
allowed inter-circle mobile num-
ber portability, which effectively
meant that there was no trunk di-
alling when it came to mobile
numbers and all numbers were
considered local. However, even
from January 15, the dialling pro-
cedure for mobile phones to mo-
bile phones will not
change.

What was the need
tore-introduce the
“0” prefix?

Given that India
has 10-digit mobile
numbering plans,and
that series for numbers starting
with “0” and “1” are reserved for
special purposes, theoretically 800
crore numbers are possible. Till
now, mobile numbers were tradi-
tionally registered to series start-
ing from “9”, and some combina-
tions startingwith “8”,“7”and “6”".
Currently, with these combina-

EXPLAINED

New Delhi

tions a total of 115 crore mobile
numbers are available. Even
though the “9” series — meaning
mobile numbers starting with “9”
hasbeen fully used, those starting
with other numbers overlap with
certainnumbering plansissued to
landline phones. Therefore, to cre-
ate sufficient numbering combi-
nations, the prefix “0”
has been re-intro-
duced. In addition to
subscription of mo-
bile numbers by con-
sumers,SIM cards are
also being used for
. machine-to-machine

communication pur-
poses. These include use-cases
such as smart meters, for which
the government has already allo-
cated a 13-digit numbering sys-
tem. TRAI had also recommended
that all the SIM-based M2M con-
nections using 10-digit mobile
numbering series should be
shifted tothe 13- digitnumbering

series allocated by DoT for M2M
communication,; at the earliest.

What is the impact of this?

As of August 31, 2020 there
werealready 114.79 crore wireless
subscribers in the country. On the
one hand wireless subscriptions
are gradually increasing, on the
other landline subscriptions are
recording a decrease in user base.
Several series have so far been ex-
clusively allocated to landline op-
erators. Forexample, “2” hasbeen
allocated to landline numbers of
BSNLand MTNL, “4” hasbeenallo-
cated to Airtel, “35” and “796” has
been allocated to Reliance Jio. The
decision to add the prefix will not
only clear the overlap between
landline and mobile phone num-
bers carrying the same series but
will also free up numbering re-
sources for mobile phones in the
future. In the near term itself, the
exercise will resulting in genera-
tion of 253.9 crore numbers.
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POINT OF VIEW

Tuesday Once More

History continues to be written within the
magical walls of the cabinet room,

One of the hallmarks
of modern politics is
the constant glare of
scrutiny that it attracts.
In his poignant and
measured presidential

memoir, former

US president Barack
Obama examines the
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weight of expectations
riding on him and his
efforts to match up to it
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SPOTLIGHT
Dressed to Sprint

Behind the rise of women runners in India

is a quiet fashion revolution

PETE SOUZA/THE WHITE HOUSE

LOOKING AT CHANGE

Pratap Bhanu Mehta

HERE IS a moment in Barack
Obama’s A Promised Land
(Viking, Rs 1,999), when he
goes to meet (Czech states-
man) Vaclav Havel. As he is
leaving, Obama thanks Havel
for his advice and promises him that
America will pursue democratic values.
Obama writes, ““You've been cursed with
people’s high expectations,” he (Havel) said,
shaking my hand. ‘Because it means they are
also easily disappointed. It's something I'm
familiar with. I fear it can be a trap.”

In the case of Obama, expectations from

his tenure were unusually high. Here is a
politician with a resplendent personality: a
sparkling intelligence that shines in almost
every utterance, an unusual de-
gree of emotional intelligence
thatallows him to size up people
and situations, enviable powers
of articulation, and a character
that has remained remarkably
unsullied for someone in politics.
ButA Promised Land, a beautifully
written, poignant and measured
presidential memoir, one of the
best in that distinctive American
genre, often reads in the overall
arc of its narrative, as an answer
to the weight of expectations that
Havel talks about.

The book has many purposes and many
pleasures. It attempts to be an “honest ren-
dering” of Obama’s time in office. Itis a
chronicle of whatitislike to be the president.
But before we get to the political story, it is
worth emphasising the poignancy of
Obama’s human story, made vivid by nov-
elistic writing. It is a wonderful story of fam-
ily relationships, the occasional strains and
tensions butalso the boundless love. His ad-
mirably warm interestin people of all kinds,
intheirindividuality, is remarkable.The high
point of the narrative thread in this story is
Obama’s relationship with his grandmother,
who had raised him in Hawaii. He writes “in
tough spots, I tend to channel my grand-
mother.” But it would be a heartless soul
whose eyes do not well up with tears at the
paragraphs describing her last days, and
what she meant to him as a moral lodestar
and as a witness. He looks back to his own
childhood with her — “Another time, an-
other life. Modest and without consequence
to the rest of the world. But one that had

given me love. Once Toot was gone, there
would be no one left who remembered that
life, or remembered me init.”

The first half of the book is a riveting ac-
count of a fairy-tale political career that sees
Obama move from a state legislator to the
president. The account of his political rise is
probably the strongest and most self-reflec-
tive section of the book, more so than his
time as president, when the weight of his-
tory and the Official Secrets Act takes over.
Though there are a share of disappointments
early in his political career, there never seems
to have been any doubt about his trajectory.
As Emil Jones, in the Illinois legislature put
it, “Barack’s different, He’s going places.” The
personal drama of this part comes from the
constant examination of his own motives for
going into politics and doubling down onit,
especially against Michelle Obama’s scepti-

cism. Butas always, thereisaclin-
ical clarity to his approach to pol-
itics, and his sense of timing and
political momentum is unerring.
His first campaign for political of-
fice confirmed what he already
knew about himself — “that
whatever preference I had for fair
play, Ididn’t like to lose.”

In his time in office, politics
becomes the tense drama be-
tween the audacity of hope and
the grim obduracy of power pol-
itics. There are three areas where

Obama promised change but also bears the
weight of disappointed expectations. The
firstis political style. All throughout, Obama
maintains a studied commitment to reason-
ableness: a faith in the power of argument,
of being above the fray, of building bridges,
much to the consternation of his own side.
The thing he regrets most is conveying the
idea that he disrespects someone’s beliefs.
And yet, how does this attitude work in a
media environment committed to inflam-
matory propaganda, and in the face of a
Republican Party embodying a Mitch
McConnell type of attitude, “Like I care”?
Literally every single item on the Obama
agenda — from the size of the Recovery and
Reinvestment Act to Obamacare toracial is-
sues — is hostage to the partisanship. The
second tension is between Obama’s seem-
ing commitment to economic justice and
his deference to a prudence borne out a fear
of the power of the financial sector. After the
2009 global financial crisis, Obama resists
the calls for what he calls “Old Testament
Justice” — the calls for punishing bankers

HOPE AND GLORY

(Top) President-elect Barack Obama backstage at the US Capitol before walking out to take the
oath of office, January 20, 2009; with his wife Michelle and two daughters in November 2012

and taming Wall Street. The Recovery Act,a
programme of extraordinary economic and
political finesse, was a considerable achieve-
ment. But this section will give grist to the
mills of those who think Obama showed too
much New-Testament forbearance towards
Wall Street. For Obama, prudence rather
than justice is the first virtue.

The third axis of tension is on race.
Obama’s election was itself epochal. But he
has to repress his own depth of feeling on
racial issues to get there. The most difficult
moments in the book are when Obama has
tothread the delicate nee-
dle onracialissues.He ex-
emplifies the burden of
double consciousness:
having to think of what
white people think of him,
and one almost senses the
strain of overthinking, He
is left in no doubt that his
success is an affront to
some people; he has to
craft policy and his own
conduct in a way that
dampens rather than po-
larises the racial divide —
not easy to do when the
divide seems over deter-
mined. He wants eco-
nomic and social policies
onwelfare and crime that
will benefit African Americans, but always
couched in universal terms so that they
could be the basis of broad coalitions. So, the
political story that Obama tells of his time in
office is not startling in its revelations. It is

In his time in office,
race is another axis of
tension. Obama’s
election was itself
epochal. But he has to
repress his own depth
of feeling on racial
issues to get there

startling only when you consider the mon-
umental and tragic irony: the most reason-
able of presidents subject to the most parti-
san rancour, a commitment to justice that
leaves no one satisfied, and a sophistication
on the issue of race that neither assuages
white anxieties nor black fears.

But it is on foreign policy that the book is
more disappointing. Partly because there is
a template quality to his writing: a brief but
formulaic history of the part of the world he
is writing about, followed by deft character
sketches which are brilliant, not least because
of his eye for physical de-
tail,and, then, areiteration
of America’s role in that
partof the world. While he
is good at giving many
sides of the argument on
any issue, his own world
view seems to collapse
under the weight of con-
straints, and his own de-
sire to renew the myth of
moral America. Take an
example —Obamahasad-
mitted elsewhere that the
intervention in Libya was
amistake. But here, he po-
sitions himself once again
via a bit of triangulation.
Onthe one hand hedistin-
guishes his position from
Samantha Power’s (aDemocrat, she served as
the USambassador at the United Nations be-
tween 2013 and '17). He remarks that the
Responsibility to Protect was a doctrine with-
out defined parameters. Having defused

Power’s more expansive ideas of philan-
thropy by war, Obama, nevertheless, wants
toreach out foran American mission. “I con-
sidered this a sign of moral progress. For most
of America’s history, the thought of using
combat forces to stop a government from
killing its own people would have been a
non-starter — because such state-sponsored
violence happened all the time; because US
policymakers didn’t consider the death of in-
nocent Cambodians, Argentinians, or
Ugandans relevant to our interests; and be-
cause many of the perpetrators were our al-
lies in the fight against communism.”

To his credit, Obama is brutally scathing
about previous American interventionism,
including the bloody CIA-backed coups in
Indonesia. But on Libya, that caution fails
him. He consults everyone. It is striking in
Obama’s account how much of the
American establishment, from Susan Rice to
Hillary Clinton to the incoming Secretary of
State Tony Blinken, retained the interven-
tionistinstinct. There was significantinterna-
tional consensus on the issue, with both the
European and Arab states supporting inter-
vention. There is an assessment of likely
causal consequences: the belief that if war
started, Muammar al-Gaddafi's instincts for
self-preservation would kick in and he
would negotiate a safe exit. This is an as-
sumption that turns out to be fatally wrong.
Obama was probably also premature in clos-
ing off alternatives to war. But hovering in
the background is that temptation that
Americanintervention can be the harbinger
of moral progress. The contrast between his
own position and the old establishment’s,
however, is a distinction without difference
asbecomes clearin the case of Libya, Yemen
and his use of drone strikes. Obama seems
to think he moved the needle on America’s
foreign-policy consciousness by making it
more moral, but, perhaps,he forgets that the
previous framework that Obama s scathing
about did also cloak itself under the garb of
righteousness and the fate of humanity.

It is to Obama'’s credit that he presents
his case as clearly and strongly as anyone can,
but does not pronounce it a triumphal suc-
cess. His only note of self-congratulation,
and, perhaps, deservedly, is the ability to stay
calmin the face of his own foreboding. There
isatelling detail that Obama apparently low-
ers his voice the angrier he gets. This is, ad-
mittedly, only the first volume, and a full case
for the prosecution and defence will have to
await the second volume.

But, inits own way, this memoiris an ex-
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tended reflection on the nature of modern
politics. One of the remarkable things about
modern politics is thatitis conducted under
the constant glare of scrutiny. Ironically, it is
not actions that are scrutinised as much as
words and persona, and literally every word
or a misspoken sentence can have political
consequences. There is an elective affinity
between this kind of politics and Obama’s
own personal hyperawareness, where he
canturnthe gaze of the other on himself. But
calibrating oneself to that scrutiny can also
make one look less authentic, more calcu-
lating. Perhaps, part of Donald Trump’s ap-
peal was just that put-on refusal of the de-
mands of self-awareness.

Obama appears liberal by convictionand
conservative by temperament, in this sense.
The moral burden he carries is of the politics
of avoiding the lesser evil. This is, at one level,
aresponsible attitude. Butitruns the risk that
liberal politics justifies itself always against
alesser evil in relation to which one looks
better. It cedes ambition and any risk-taking
to the right wing. And, finally, there is the
vexed issue of national myths. It is remark-
able that Obama has a foreboding as early as
2010, that the global fate of democracy is
fragile. Eastern Europe, Turkey look like they
are backsliding, and Obama wondersif even
India’s success is a fluke that can crumble.
His faithin Americais severely tested by the
issue of race. But he has internalised the one
lesson that the memoirs of almost any ma-
jor statesman will exude in full measure: to
aspire to leadership you must hold onto the
national myth, the story of its exceptional-
ism and greatness, even in the face of great
odds. You have to show that your land is in-
deed “a promised land”.

The left will think that Obama is making
too many excuses, as if saying, the country
was not ready for me; the right will argue
Obama is shifting the blame to them. But
both might do well to heed the advice of one
of the greatest American novelists, John
Williams in his novel Augustus (1972): “It
seems to me that the moralist is the most
useless and contemptible of creatures. He
is useless in that he would expend his ener-
gies upon making judgments rather than
upon gaining knowledge, for the reason that
judgment is easy and knowledge is diffi-
cult.” A Promised Land is an ode to the diffi-
culty of judgement, even as it makes appar-
ent where it falters.

Pratap Bhanu Mehta is contributing editor,
The Indian Express
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History continues to be written within the
magical walls of the cabinet room, where a
kaleidoscope of lands and stories await

Praveen Siddharth

TISTuesday and our weekly afternoon
ritual in the cabinet room of the
Rashtrapati Bhavan begins. Seated
around a majestic rectangular hard-

demarcate the boundaries between India and
Eastand West Pakistan. At that time, large de-
tailed maps had been laid out in the space
now invaded by teacups and plates, holding
leftover crumbs. Men sat down in meetings
across this table agonising over a thin pencil
line, whose shape decided the destiny of mil-
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wood table that can easily accommo-  lions across the subcontinent. The manin the ANEYEON
date 50 people, we are gathered for a staff  hot seat then was Sir Cyril Radcliffe, a British THE WORLD
meeting. The agenda for today’s meetingis  lawyer who had never set foot in Asia before. Top) In 1947, th
displayed onalarge LCD screen placedatthe  He was brought in by the Viceroy Lord (Top) In ) 8 e,
far end of the table. Sometimes, the topicof =~ Mountbatten to do the inglorious job of dis- Rashtrapati Bhavan'’s
discussion concerns an up- secting India. As the poet ~ cabinet room had
coming visit of a head of 4 WH Auden wrote: “But in served as the final
state. But, normally, the dis- 1 sevenweeks it was done, the venue for the
cussions are less exciting e frontiers decided; A conti- Raddliffe
X g .

but equally important, - 2 nent for better or worse di- commission. set
such as administrative is- ! ! ! vided. The next day he sailed ,setup
sues of the vast President's 41" et - (1] for England, where he  todemarcatethe
estate or upkeep of the — =~ — quickly forgot; The case,asa ~ boundaries between
grand main building and its = good lawyer must”  IndiaandEastand
numerous rooms. . . (Partition, 1966). Sipping West Pakistan;

Fifteen minutesinto the L Zvu/lg H (A} t 079} my tea, Thoped historyand  {eajls from the maps
meeting, green tea and AN E the poets would judge us, ainted on the walls
samosas are wheeled in, NDIAN EXPRESS sitting here today in the P .
providing a welcome di- ~ COLLABORATION WITH THE  same room, more kindly. of the cabinet room
version. The meeting per- RasHTRAPATI BHAVAN Meetings are a remark-

sists with the speaker
oblivious to the excitement
caused by the entrance of the liveried atten-
dants. The long table soon sees a flurry of ac-
tivity with the clanging of silverware and
clinking of cups. As I sip my tea, | marvel that
this was the same table on which history had
been written. Or rather, drawn up. In 1947,
the cabinet room had served as the final
venue for the Radcliffe commission, set up to

ably enduring aspect of
government life. They have
been taking place regularly in the cabinet
room for almost a century. Previously, this
room was known as the council room and
had served as the meeting room for the
Viceroy's executive council, the de jure cabi-
net. There was rarely an Indian face then. The
table in the room was the battleground
across which Indians tried to wrest the gov-

ernance of the country inch by inch.
Gradually, more Indians were included in the
council until 1946, when the interim govern-
ment began to function with just the
Governor-General and the Commander-in-
Chief remaining British. Today, only familiar
faces are seen in the room and all are as-
suredly Indian. Like an old warhorse that has
seen its share of battles, the table rests, hav-
ing witnessed the sun set over the empire.
As the discussions continue, my eyes wan-
der to the walls of the room. And these walls
are like none youwould have ever seen. Large
maps of the subcontinent are painted on them
but not the boring kinds thrust on every
schoolchild. These are painted in bright
colours with playful cartoons marking out im-
portant towns and sights. Sir Edwin Lutyens
initially had planned to paint more sedate and
ornate maps inspired by the Galleria delle
Carte Geografiche (gallery of maps) in the
Vatican, painted by geographer Ignazio Danti
between 1580 and’83. He proposed the name
of MacDonald Gill from London for the job.In
a letter to the Viceroy, Lutyens wrote about
the British graphic designer and cartographer:
‘...had along experience at such work and is
now engaged on some of the Empire Board
maps’. But MacDonald Gill sent an estimate
of Rs 19,000 for the job which was a princely
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sum in 1930. Meanwhile, Percy Brown, who
had retired as the principal of the Government
school of Artin Calcuttain 1927 and was serv-
ing as the Curator of the Victoria Memorial
hall, offered to paint the room with Indian
painters and craftsmen for half the price.
Between June and October of 1930, the paint-
ings on the walls of the cabinet room were
brought to life by Indian painters hired by
Brown, most of whom had never travelled be-
yond their own country. Yet, I can't help but
wonder how many dreams these walls have
given wings to.

The walls continue to maintain their mag-
ical spell over me and I can't seem to peel my
eyes off them. There are magnificent sea drag-
ons, resplendent tigers, moustachioed men
peering into the horizon, alluring sea nymphs
and fleets of camels. Etched on the north walls
of the room is the air route from Delhi to
London with halts at Gwadar, Alexandria,
Athens and Belgrade. Each of these cities is
represented by a charming motif. The maps
don'tjust reveal places, they magically trans-
port me there. One moment [ am part of a
group of nomads leading their yaks across the
Taklamakan and the next I am face to face
with aNaga warrior in his tribal attire. Turning
my gaze, | heroically escape bandits prowl-
ing above the Arabian lands to board a wait-
ing seaplane that flies me over the Sphinx.
Just like that, the whole room comes alive
with a kaleidoscope of lands and marvels.
And I am no longer bound by the agenda of
the 3 pm meeting.

Meanwhile, in another world, the meeting
draws toa close. Papers are gathered and lap-
tops shut. My small seaplane sputters and
smoke billows out of the rotors. As the lights
in the cabinet room are turned off, I get out of
my seaplane and wait patiently for it to be
Tuesday once more.

Praveen Siddharth s private secretary to the
President of India
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EVERY FORTNIGHT, WE PICK, YOU WATCH

Liar’s Dice

BEHIND CLOSED DOORS
Nicole Kidman (left) in The Undoing

Do we really know the people we

love, asks HBO’s The Undoing
Shubhra Gupta

FYOU, like me, have been devouring The Undoing,

the HBO series streaming on Disney+ Hotstar, then

this is tenterhooks time. The big reveal is right

around the corner: who killed the girl in the studio,
the husband, the lover, or someone else?

The six-part series, based on Jean Hanff Korelitz's 2014
novel You Should Have Known, is aracy thriller. And in the
deft hands of writer and executive producer David E
Kelley and director Susanne Bier, it becomes more thana
whodunit: the portraits of people it draws, peeling off lay-
ers one after another, shows us that there’s no telling with
humans. Even if we've loved and lived with each other for
years, do we really know someone?

Grace (Nicole Kidman, with a co-producing credit) is a
skilled therapist who operates in her tight little wedge of
old Manhattan money, hobnobbing with other diamond-
dripping mums at the ultra-snobby school her son at-
tends, when not counselling griping couples. Her cosy life
turns upside down after a fundraiser evening held ina
tony brownstone, accompanied by handsome oncologist
husband Henry (Hugh Grant), who rapidly becomes the
prime suspect in the brutal murder.

Murder mysteries follow certain tropes. The more in-
nocent you appear in the beginning, the more you will be
of interest to investigating agencies. Cops show up, de-
manding answers to questions Grace has never had to
face in her seemingly perfect marriage: is her missing
husband really at an out-of-town medical conference?
Did he know the victim, a sensuous young woman well
aware of her wares? Just how well did he know her?

The irony of a professional, who has so successfully
helped mend rocky relationships that she got a best-sell-
ing book out of it, being oblivious to the gaps in her own
marriage, is not lost on us. Kidman, with her flaming
Medusa-like tresses, wearing long colourful trench coats
which make her stand out from the other pale-cashmere-
clad women that she knows, keeps us riveted. With each
passing day, she is discovering ugly new facts: it’s not just
her husband who has kept his secrets; her beloved art-afi-
cionado billionaire father (Donald Sutherland, excellent)
spilling the beans on his own fractured life, is another low
blow. Will she be able to survive the circus-like trial, and
loud courtroom shenanigans?

During the endless TV chatter this kind of celebrity
crime leads to a character says, “No one wants to punish
the wealthy”. That statement could also be true for the
good-looking. Grant, best known for his self-effacing, self-
consciously gorgeous self in such frothy romcoms as Four
Weddings And A Funeral (1994) and Notting Hill (1999), isa
counter-intuitively good choice for a man who may be a
vicious murderer. His face, older and more lined than
we've seen in a while, reflects his character well: he
knows he is a charm magnet, and charmers get away with
everything, don’t they?

The partnership of Kidman and Kelley has resulted in
highly addictive dramas (a certain frantic air about Grace
will remind you of her vulnerable-yet-strong character in
the 2017 HBO series Big Little Lies, also written by Kelley,
and co-produced by Kidman) with good production val-
ues, and starry actors. The biggest star is the writing, of
course: the sixth and final episode lands tomorrow, and
we will know everything. Or will we?

Memories of

My Father

He was never shy of hope, never short of brilliant and
never without a smile

SLICEOF LIFE
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SuvirSaran

Suvir Saran is a chef, author, educator
and world traveller

PAPA. “DAD” seems too removed and cold for
a man with my father’s omnipresent
charisma. And, so, “Papa” is what naturally
comes out of my mouth when Iaddress him,
aslsit here, thinking of him with longing that
will never be requited.

Almost 10years have passed since we lost
him as we knew him in his human form. Ten
years that seem just like yesterday, with pain
that s fresh yet far from festering.

Now he is that mystery which lies be-
fore, beyond, below, above, inside, and
everywhere else that the eyes seem unable
to catch what they know they see and does
actually exist.

I see him on the other side of the mist, in
the dappled magic of the light that comes
through the dense woods. He is that silver
lining around the darkest, dreariest clouds.
In seeing him, I find hope where doom might
be easier to grasp.

In the ripples that take shape around the
banks of rivers, in those thrilling waves that
bring excitement and comfort at the beach —
there, too, I find Papa taking a shape, a form,
and a familiar note that makes me feel like I
belong, even in places and moments where |
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ought to feel lost.

How can one define what once had a
shape, scent, voice, look, touch, feel and aura,
but is now lost to an intangible presence that
lingers perennially?

[find myself painfully painless, mournfully
matter-of-fact, and practically hopeful in
words as I miss the man I owe my birth to. One

half of the two who brought me into the world
on November 29, 1972.

Words that come easily to me, whose
weightInever take too lightly, mean so little
today compared to the emotions Papa brings
forth. They are mere ant lines, and are by no
means the outlines that define the man or
the memories or the joyous sorrow that he
left behind.

As a provider, nurturer, visionary, father,
husband, son, neighbour, cousin, uncle, elder,
citizen, bureaucrat, and go-to person for all,
especially those who were bothered or mar-
ginalised by another — Papa was as good a fa-
ther or champion as one could wish for.

Life is often harshest to the best. Perhaps,
it has an uncanny sense that it can test the
best with the worst.

Papa battled some of the worst medical
outcomes of life with the greatest strength.
At every turn for the worse, he showed a
new face of strength and courage, a new
way to see through the dark, thick haze to
the light beyond.

Never shy of hope, never short of brilliant,
never without a smile, he was ready to shed
tears when they seemed the best medicine to
cure whatever ailed him. His was a masculin-
ity at peace with his whole self.

Where others saw umbra and hopeless-
ness, he found light to share and shine towards
our shared advantage.

With humour he made the most tedious
easy and the easy more meaningful still.

The memories are myriad, the words
mortally fractured, the mind numbingly
still in pain from a loss now 10 years old.
The world is a little less special with his
physical absence.

Papa would have not allowed the tempest
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to break his will. He willed, and life mostly al-
ways smiled and willed his dreams true.

And, so, here I am, mourning his loss as I
mark my birth and celebrate my good luck to
be his child.Ifind myself lamenting and smil-
ing, crying but living — mindfully and with
awareness. Aware that it is a blessing to be
from him and to have seen him in action.
Gratitude that it was through my parents that
Iwas placed into this world.

Papa was my champion unlike any other.
One side of the caring coin that gave me the
currency necessary to see opportunities in
myself and all around me, and to then go af-
ter those that most make me whole and
comfortable in my own skin. If ever I thought
out of the norm, he was human enough to
show his surprise but wise enough to find
himself gliding smoothly into those roles he
would have to juggle, with Mom as his part-
ner in crime to ensure my sailing was as
smooth as possible.

These special days, my birthday or those
of others in the family, make me miss him
even more. They get me to that place where |
feellamready to cry.And theninaflash, Papa
comes alive, and I find strength inside me,
gleaned from his life and from the strength
that is abundant in my peerlessly strong and
sage mother.

On my birthday today, as I do when life
seems to be at a precarious place, it is their
strength thatI cling to, their puissance which
[use as my muse.

[ am but a year older. Nothing much has
changed. Papa left us too soon, but his legacy
is far from diminished. As I welcome this new
year, I hope to grow more in Papa’s fashion.

Life will go on; italways does. Papa lives as
happily as he always did!
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Ranjit Lalis an author,
environmentalist and
bird watcher

Children in
the Wilderness

Teach the little ones to cherish
pets as family and admire the wild
creatures from a distance

OST CHILDREN when left to themselves in

natural and wild habitats, will sooner or

later develop an affinity towards nature.

Whether itis a toddler tasting a slug, or a
young teen envying and admiring the flight of a hawk, or
a pre-teen chewing casually on a grass stem or trying to
hook a fish, the animal-kingdom denizens (insect, rep-
tile, avian, mammal, aquatic et al) will, at some point,
evoke their interest, too. Children’s attitude towards
them will depend a lot on what adults have told/taught
them about these creatures. Alas, even if intended to pro-
tect their child, most of the time, the messages being
passed down are appalling.

Thus, all dogs will bite, cats will claw, tigers and lions
will eat you, snakes are venomous and so are lizards, in-
sects will sting, spiders will suck you dry, bulls will gore
you, elephants will trample you, and sharks and crocodiles
will rip you to shreds. So, be afraid, be very afraid and stay
away from them at all times or take them down. It devel-
ops a sense of hostility and fear in them — wild creatures
(even the not-so-wild ones) automatically become the en-
emy to be eliminated. So, stone dogs and cats, shoot tigers
and lions (at least in Africa and America), club snakes to
death, stomp on or spray at insects, dehorn bulls and deer,
trap and brutally train elephants to salute, pounce upon
and bind crocs with duct tape, and shoot sharks (see what
the great white did in the 1975 film Jaws).

Granted, many children these days don’t have the op-
portunity of roaming around in the wilderness, and tod-
dlers must be supervised so they don’t eat slugs! A lot of
children’s interactions with nature come from the
plethora of TV documentaries. Some are truly wonderful
(BBC's Round Planet, 2016), but there are too many of
those where the presenters project the view that out
there in the wild, in the rainforests, deserts, savannahs,
mountains and oceans, in every natural habitat, each and
every creature is out to get you. Your personal informa-
tionis No. 1 on the hit list of every snake and scorpion,
every malaria-ridden mosquito, every hungry carnivore,
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HERE COMES YOUR MAN

A lion walks away

every bison, elephant, and, of course, crocs hiding in the
water. So, inevitably, it’s either them or you. Nothing, of
course, could be farther from the truth: Most wild crea-
tures want to get away from you as quickly and as far as
possible, because they have identified you as their enemy
No. 1. If you invade their space — which you are doing by
trampling their homes and habitats — if you threaten
their babies or mates, they will stand and fight to the
death. Well, wouldn’t you do the same?

In the West, they have what's called petting zoos,
where children can get up close and personal with all
kinds of animals — under sensible adult supervision, of
course. There, they learn how to interact with (relatively
tame) animals. It's tempting to say, we must teach our
children to “respect” wild animals, but I find “respect” a
hugely overused and very vague word, that doesn’t quite
spell out exactly how or what a child must be taught
while interacting with the animal kingdom.

There are some simple guidelines: Love and cherish
your pets, dogs, cats, guinea pigs and on-the-shoulder
birds as family members. Firmly discourage any inherent
streak of cruelty your child shows (say to them, “How
would you like it if someone dangled tin cans from your
ears and you couldn’t take them off?”); wilder animals,
like tigers, lions, elephants, rhinos, crocs, sharks must be
admired from a distance (don’t be like the rednecks, never
cuddle up with big cats, wrangle crocodiles or keep giant
pythons as house-pets). Maintain distance from snakes,
beehives and wasps’ nests! Get amazed by how a spider
spins its web; be careful while wading in the shallows on
the beach so that you don’t tread on a starfish or cone
snail or tangle with ajellyfish. And, even if shark attacks
are few and far between, stay out of shark-infested water.

The mantra is simple: watch, listen and admire from a
distance. Do not interfere in the lives of wild creatures,
which, alas, is what far too many television presenters
are doing. There’s one gross program where heroes de-
liberately get bitten or stung to see how much pain they
canendure,

Yes, if you come across an injured animal or bird,
teach your child to help, or to summon professional help
for it (since injured and ill animals can be understandably
unpredictable). Though, it's debatable whether even this
should be done in wild areas where nature ought to be
allowed to take its course.

Thus, as the Beatles song goes, “...whisper words of
wisdom, let it be!”

“DRESSED
TO SPRINT

Behind the rise of women runners in India
is a quiet fashion revolution

Shivani Naik

ACK IN 2006, Sayuri Dalvi won-

dered why, if it was only about

putting one foot in front of the

other, more women didn’t run.

When she started training
women for marathons a few years later,
Adidas’ leading run-coach from Mumbai
would understand that this inhibition had to
do with the running attire. Most women who
started road running, she says, had no idea
about the liberating power of the right kind
of clothing. “They’d come in salwar kameez,
with a dupatta slung across one shoulder, and
walk as fast as they could. Many didn’t know
about sports bras, so you had to explain that
running attire could be more comfortable
and it was all right to run in shorts and sports
bras,” she says.

The clean cut, no-nonsense, all-functional
science of running apparel has been the
buzzword in Indian fashion for the last
decade. As numbers of women taking to all
manners of athletic activities grew, suddenly
it was all about breathable clothing.
Marathon running coach Nivedita Samanta
says running gear has gone beyond tracks
and tees. “Weather on race day determines
clothing — heat-ready, light, quick-drying,
sweat-absorbing or breathable wear. Even
socks are carefully picked,” she says.

The single-most crucial piece of clothing
that’s brought thousands of women into run-
ning is the sports bra, according to sports
brand Puma. “The right kit and gear are very
important elements in the journey of a run-
ner. Women runners, when they start to
train, look for comfortable sports bras,” says

Abhishek Ganguly, general manager, Puma
India and Southeast Asia. Ankita Gaur, who
took to running in Delhi before moving to
Bengalury, says, “Not many know just how
important a sports bra can be. If you choose
the right dry-fit apparel, endurance running
can be an absolutely pleasurable activity.”
Women'’s enthusiasm for appropriate
running attire is connected to the growing
acceptance of athleisure — a hybrid clothing
category that combines practicality with
style and comfort — as everyday clothing that
transitions easily between work, home and
other spheres of life. With most people be-
ing confined to their homes after the an-
nouncement of India’s pandemic lockdown
on March 24 this year, the resulting drop in
consumption affected clothing retail as well.
With nowhere to go, no one was dressing up
for the workplace or social outings.
Athleisure was the one exception. “While
every other segment in clothing retail, be it
formal, ethnic or occasion wear has seen a
30 per cent contraction in the last few
months, athleisure bucked the trend,” says

Ankur Bisen, who tracks retail as senior vice-
president at Gurugram-based consulting
firm, Technopak Advisors. Covid-19, it turns
out, was the fashion-leveller that blurred the
lines between office, gym, high-fashion and
even casual wear for women, with athleisure
being the clothing of choice for those work-
ing from home.

Nirali Mehta and Jeenie Madan, founders
of brand Stretchery, which makes organic
cotton athleisure, talk about the challenges
they faced at the start of the pandemic. “From
work to workout, chores to downtime, all ac-
tivities were reprogrammed, with clothing
needing to be not too casual but comfort-

RUNLOLA RUN

(From top) a
campaign shoot still
of the sportswear
brand Stretchery;
Sayuri Dalvi

s
COURTESY ADIDAS

able.” Activewear became the day-to-night
attire of choice, pushing up sales even if peo-
ple hardly stepped out, they say.

Athflex, an activewear brand from Surat,
has sold about 10,000 pieces bringing in 28-
30 lakh in revenues over the last one year.
“Sales suddenly surged in lockdown when
online e-commerce opened for health-con-
scious people,” founder Andrew Leo says.

Ganguly says even before the pandemic,
group classes like aerobics, zumba, calisthen-
ics, yoga, pilates and dance fitness grew phe-
nomenally in India. “Sportswear became a
wardrobe essential. Women used sports-
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wear and sneakers as an expression of their
style — wearing it for multiple occasions like
travel, an evening out and even as office
wear,” he says.

The rising popularity of yoga, too, helped.
Malika Baruabh, chief executive officer of
Proyog, a Bengaluru-based athleisure brand,
says, “Good athleisure absolutely lendsitself
to multitasking.” As gyms and yoga classes
became more upscale, women sought ath-
leisure looks that would be comfortable and
stylish, she says.

According to Mehta and Madan, the ris-
ing demand for clothes that show off increas-
ingly fit and strong bodies follows from shift-
ing perceptions about women'’s bodies.
“Women getting muscular physiques took
its time to get accepted, but there was a shift
from the desire to be ‘skinny’ to looking
healthy, fit and strong,” they say. Bollywood
played arole, too. Leo reckons Zoya Akhtar’s
Gully Boy (2019) did more for the acceptance
of athleisure on Indian streets than any other
movie, while many credit fashion designer
and stylist Manish Malhotra, who dressed
Karishma Kapoor in trendy athleisure in the
Hindi film Dil To Pagal Hai, for paving the way
backin 1997.

Observing that the trend has trickled
down to Tier-Iland -1l cities, Pankaj Renjhen,
chief operating officer and joint managing
director of Anarock Retail notes: “Athleisure
sales broke the shackles of corporate formal-
ity,” he says.

Deepa Bhat, a Bengaluru-based coach,
reckons there are more women running in
shorts and sports bras now than when she
started in 2012, even if conservative attitudes
occasionally interfere with their sartorial
freedom. Bhat says that wearing comfortable
clothingis a natural progression for any run-
ner. “You run and you lose weight, look fitter
and look better. You transition from track
pants to three-fourths. Running in shorts is
the obvious next step, right?” she asks.

Benita Fernando

IN RASHTRAYANA'S second installment,
Rashtraman has a big problem. The beefy su-
perhero doesn’t have the people’s support,
without which he could lose his powers. A
coterie of lesser superheroes comes to his
rescue. They hatch a plan to take over some
forested areas, annex the land of Cowrashtra
and quieten “a few pockets of dissent” to pro-
tect Rashtraman'’s superpowers.

Thus begins Appupen’s latest
work, Rashtrayanal l: Divide and
Fool(onwww.brainded.in). The
dizzying superhero universe
of puns and campiness is
ruled by Propagandhi’s ideo-
logical warfare, saffron-clad
Vigil Aunty’s moral policing,
Cowboy the gau guardian, and,
the leader of the pack,
Rashtraman, with his horseshoe
moustache, ego pumped by jin- |
goism and a wardrobe inspired
by the Phantom’s.

Appupen, or Bengaluru-
based comics creator George
Mathen, 41, grew up in Kerala’s cul-
ture of satire, amid libraries packed with
the subversive MAD magazine. In 2016, fol-
lowing the sedition case slapped on students
of Delhi's Jawaharlal Nehru University, who
were protesting against the hanging of
Parliament-attack convict Afzal Guru in an
event on campus, Appupen published
Rashtrayana on brainded.in to make a satiri-

Upending superhero tropes, Appupen’s Rashtraman returns

cal commentary on Indian politics. Relentless
in its ridicule, the series featured the city
Rashtrapolis, in the country Rashtria, withits
poster boy Rashtraman — the “rashtra” reiter-
ation mimicking the fervent sloganeering.
Itis setin an alternative world, Halahala,
named after the poison thrown up from the
ocean-churning in the Hindu creation
mythology. While he locates his other
graphic novels (Moonward, 2009; The Snake
and the Lotus, 2018) there, a superhero series
in Halahala had been the last thing on
Appupen’s mind. “I don't like su-
perheroes. I never thought I'd
make a superhero series. But
the whole thing is about
power and how it’s used or
misused. To give a superhero
this much power is my mis-
trust of the superhero,” he says,
citing Captain America, who
was created asa World War Il sol-
dier, to fight the US enemies, the
Nazis and the Communists. “In the
readers’ minds, war is okayed
because even Captain America
fought in it. When we buy the
superheroidea, we're swallowing
alotwithit,” he says.
Since 2016, there have been two sea-
sons of Rashtraman’s adventures and a take
on partisan news in the mock newspaper,
The Dystopian Times. In 2018, he self-pub-
lished Rashtrayana: Trouble in Paradesh, in
which the superhero is tasked to bring back
the Great Leader’s “abducted” wife from
Padostan. In the latest adventure,
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ILLUSTRATION: APPUPEN

DIVIDE AND FOOL
A page from the comics; (left) creator Appupen’s self-portrait
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hen a Hero Comes Along

Rashtraman recruits the bat-wielding Bat-
Manu, who looks like the love child of
Skeletor and Moon Knight, and whose
agendais to divide people by doling out free
bats to some, turning the “batlings” against
the hockey “sticklings”.

In the meanwhile, Rashtraman makes
headway into Rashtria’s forested lands,
where, much to his surprise, people could-
n't care less about him. Magical spirits like
Pachu the elephant-man keep his bullying
in check. Joining him is Rhinosara, a girl
raised by hoolock gibbons. “Rashtraman
faces resistance from different pockets when
the rebels come out. These are no Stan Lee-
kind, genetically-engineered beings, but
those who've closely bonded with their an-
imal spirits,” says Appupen.

Whether the Peter Parker principle (“With
great power comes great responsibility”) or
the near-impossibility of destroying
Superman, superhero comics often come
with disclaimers about the corrupting influ-
ence of power. With Rashtraman, Appupen
turns the trope of the all-powerful superhero
on itself. Not “some leader with a donkey
face” but “a muscular guy who, for the most
part, makes you feel you want to be like him,”
says Appupen, recalling how when “unpatri-
otic” theatregoers were thrashed/trolled for
sitting during the national anthem, a version
of Rashtraman was shared on social media
posts. Those posts weren’t being ironic.
Rashtramanis less Phantom, more menace. Is
he, then, a superhero or a supervillain? “There
are no villains anymore. Only heroes. They
are all superheroes,” he says with a laugh.
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KIRIT PARIKH
CHAIRMAN, INTEGRATED
RESEARCH AND ACTION FOR
DEVELOPMENT

Is the Finance Commission
more important than the
Planning Commission
becauseitis allocating
more funds to the states?
Also, how is it that our
allocations for education,
healthcare, and
development have been far
from adequate?

Whether thereisa
permanent institutional
mechanism for a dialogue
between the Centre and the
statesis alargerissue. And
whether, in the absence of the
Planning Commission, the
current functions of the Niti
Aayog enable this important
consultative mechanism
between the Centre and the
state to be purposefully used,
is a much broader issue. About
education and health — yes,
there can be no doubt that
these have been neglected. In
fact, the Finance
Commission’s
recommendations on the
health sector are important,
particularly given the context
of the pandemic. The
implementation of the new
education policy, which has
come after 30 years, and the
new health policy of 2017,
which is relevant particularly
in the pandemic context,
these past inadequate public
outlays need to be rectified.
We need to look at both public
and private outlaysin
important areas of health
and education.

JEETU PANJABI
CEO, EM CAPITAL ADVISORS

For the last five years
savings rates are going
down when they should go
up because there is anew
pool of young population
contributing to the pool.
The implications of this are
the draconian policies on
tax laws and how a lot of
wealthy individuals have
become NRIs, no longer
adding to the savings pool
or creating jobs. Do you see
thatasaconcernanda
giant policy misstep
forIndia?

The savings-investment
ratio and the incremental
capital-output ratio based on
total factor productivity and
other efficiencies need to
significantly goupif India’s
growthrate is to climb back to
what would be necessary to
sustain the national priorities
and other objectives. There is
no question about that. Now,
how draconian our tax laws are
is a much wider question. Our
tax rates, particularly our
corporate tax rates are perhaps
internationally competitive.
There is no doubt that tax
administration needs to be
based on greater trust and
greater friendliness. That s
necessary not only to prevent
the outflow of talent, but to get
more talent into the country
and foreign investments.

SAMEER BARDE
CEO, THE ONLINE RUMMY
FEDERATION

Since ours is a digital
business, we only pay IGST
(Integrated Goods and
Service Tax), leaving very
little interest for the states
to support this new business
stream. How do you think tax
revenues could be shared so
that the Centre and state
would both be equally
motivated to encourage
digital businesses?

| think that your suggestions
for revenues getting mutually
augmented by bringing more
activities in the GST isan im-
portant question which should
be addressed to the Ministry
of Finance.

“The pandemic may make us
write a new social contract’

At an e.Adda held last week, NK Singh, Chairman, 15th Finance Commission, spoke on financial and
banking sector reforms, being active partners in the gains of trade, privatising state-owned banks and his

P VAIDYANATHAN IYER: In your book,
you talk about the Westminster
model of parliamentary democracy
being de facto replaced by the
presidential model...

NK SINGH: The Westminster model is
based on one central principle — the Prime
Minister is the first among equals. The mo-
ment this is altered, you've altered the gene
particles of the model. After all, votes are gar-
nered and elections won on the basis of who
is going to lead the country; what matters to
the voter is who is more likely to deliver on
the aspirations. If not de jure, then de facto, it
is this unsettled equilibrium, in which the
Cabinet Office increasingly takes the tradi-
tional role, namely the Cabinet Secretary is
the secretary of the council of ministers. The
Secretary to the PM s to carry out the orders
and initiatives of the PM. Chief Ministers
have also adopted a similar model. So, it is
the changing voter psychology all over the
world, which has been the most important
guiding factor in moving away from tradi-
tional models of governance.

The pandemic has demonstrated one
more thing, namely, the very important role
of a central unifying factor in being able to
work out social security systems. You may
have to, in fact, write a new social contract.

ANANT GOENKA: In your experience, the
autonomy given to bureaucrats and the
strength of democratic institutions — in
which of these models do democratic
institutions thrive?

NK SINGH: We need to opt for a hybrid
between the two. The permanent bureau-
cracy is the most important institution, par-
ticularly in a federal polity like ours. It lends
permanence to any volatilities and uncer-
tainties in the governance rubric, fearlessly
being able to put across their point of view,
leaving the policy options to the political
masters. In this framework, of course, there
are other questions — does meritocracy al-
ways pay off in the changing dynamics, be-
sides other factors that come into play.

ANANT GOENKA: There is this notion
that coalition governments have
actually delivered more reform. Do you
subscribe to that view?

SHANKAR ACHARYA: I'm not sure that
we have got enough data points to really
come to a definitive view. Two of the best pe-
riods for economic policy were the
Narasimha Rao government years — from
1991 to 1996, and the Vajpayee years from
1998 to 2004. Both of them were coalitions.
But do you agree with my possibly rather
bold characterisation that two of the richest
periods for good economic policy were the
Narasimha Rao years and the Vajpayee years.
This essentially spanned almost 13 years,
with a hiatus in between. And what do you
think are the things that we should have
done better in those 13-14 years, by way of
economic policy?

NKSINGH: Suppose we asked ourselves,
in case the Narasimha Rao government had
been what it was, how much of those re-
forms were acts of conscious choice, as prod-
ucts of compulsion? [ wonder what the re-
ply would be. We seem to be a nation acting
with an amazing amount of coordination in
moments of crisis but then complacency sets

book Portraits of Power: Half a Century of Being at Ringside

NK Singh was in conversation with Shankar Acharya, economist and former
Chief Economic Adviser (left); Anant Goenka, Executive Director, The Indian
Express Group (centre); and P Vaidyanathan Iyer, Executive Editor (National
Affairs), The Indian Express

in. The Vajpayee government being the first
BJP government, which followed thereafter,
wanted to naturally prove, both on the eco-
nomic and the political side, what he had in-
herited. So on the political side, he took the
audacious step, notwithstanding sanctions
whichitinvited, of India becoming a nuclear
power. Equally on the economic side, he con-
tinued with some far-reaching economic re-
forms, which were left somewhat incom-
plete in from 1991 to 1993. To your
second question,

tries which seek to grow at seven-eight per
cent or more must really use trade. Our sec-
ond issue is, has the world increasingly be-
come more protectionist? Multilateral in-
stitutions, including the World Trade
Organisation, are languishing. Now, would
like to believe with you that this is a tran-
sient phase. And I would like to believe that
we will go back to what common sense
would tell us, namely the importance of
trade and trade policies, and making once

again, trade as an

what did we fail to

engine of growth.

achieve in the 13 = We will have to
years? Well, again, - wait for perhaps
[ want to raise the e January to see how
issue that you and . the new policy
I know, which is REI]HHC'E framework by the
that we got out of Inddustries Limited United States, in

the fund bank
arrangement in
1993. We got off
rather lightly. We
felt no compul-
sions to undertake
other reforms —
structural reforms,
reforms in factors
of production, in
terms of land and
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this particular way,
pans itself out.
Your third impor-
tant point was that
should we not look
attrading arrange-
ments with na-
tions where the
benefits will be
significant? I think
that there it would

labour, financial Hihoslo faTmer be  somewhat
sector reforms gy AP~ San|iv Goenka naive to forget that
that went on a 1?5 Graip geopolitics has an
backburner, which i i L b important role to

haunt us even to-

play. While cer-

day. Issues of
labour reforms
that continue to be elusive, land has
become more complicated, and issues of so-
cial reforms, in terms of education and health
also did not take priority. Therefore, in the 10
years, where Dr Manmohan Singh, who had
led these reforms as Finance Minister, be-
came the Prime Minister, on many of these
was far less satisfied.

SHANKAR ACHARYA: To a large extent
what happened from the '90s and continued
in the 2000s was essentially an opening up of
the Indian economy. In the last two to three
years, some of our actions appear to have
been reversing course, whether it comes to
increasing tariffs on goods from abroad,
whether it comes to not engaging, as we per-
haps might have in the Regional
Comprehensive Economic Partnership with
the rest of Asia. Now, to me, this is disquiet-
ing. Is this a worry that you share?

NKSINGH: Who can disagree that coun-

tainly we cannot
afford to be a pro-
tectionist country, we need to be active part-
ners in the gains of trade.

P VAIDYANATHAN IYER: Proximity

to corporate or industry leaders is

still seen as something which
politicians or bureaucrats want to keep
away from.

NKSINGH: Corporates have easier access
to top decision making much more freely
thanit was in my time. This is because there
isagreater and easier relationship between
them. Also, as we move away from direct
controls into the regulatory framework, you
have independent regulators in a whole host
of activities.

P VAIDYANATHAN IYER: In the book, you
talk about bank nationalisation during
Indira Gandhi’s time. We have come a
long way. Do you think we have done

enough in banking or financial
sector reforms?

NK SINGH: I feel we have not done
enough on banking and financial sector re-
forms. For instance, trying to give greater au-
tonomy to banks, the fact that the Insolvency
Bill was a very major step, the exit process,
the culture of ‘evergreening’, which many
banks had begun to follow, has come to wear
off. But if you want to ask the question, have
we allowed the freedom and flexibility for
new entrants to come to the banking and fi-
nancial sector, the answer is that this was a
can kicked down the street. When the crisis
of 1991 had come, we appointed this
Narasimhan Committee Report, which
Shankar was very connected with and then
the second version of that. But I don't think
that the reforms which have been under-
taken are something which really are the
best for 21st century India.

P VAIDYANATHAN IYER: If you were
the Finance Minister today, what
would be the things on the agenda for
banking reforms?

NK SINGH: Well, first and foremost, to
complete the ongoing reforms, which are
there — which s really, banking amalgama-
tion. Then the Indradhanush programme.
The main ingredient of that programme
needs to be completed in a significant way.
We need to have greater accountability of
shareholders, we need to accord the banks
the necessary autonomy, and then
look at rules of transparency and how space
can be given for new entrants, who can
add to the competitive efficiency of finan-
cial intermediation.

SHANKAR ACHARYA: ['ve long felt that
our experimentation with essentially a pub-
lic sector-owned banking system domi-
nantly, which is still the case 65 to 70 per
cent of the total number of assets and liabil-
ities, are held by government banks or gov-
ernment-majority owned banks and it has-
n’'t really worked. I think that no
government, so far, has really bitten the bul-
let. I think the nearest we came was during
Vajpayee’s tenure when, if memory serves
me right, in the finance ministry, a bill was
drafted, which would have amended the rel-
evant banking legislation in a way that the
minimum 51 per cent ownership would be
reduced to 33 per cent. Thats the closest
we've come to what I would regard as the
desirable outcome. Nothing can be done
overnight. Let's be realistic. It's not an easy
process. But I think the time has come be-
cause otherwise we know the cycle. Three
years down the road, you know, we capi-
talise again.

NK SINGH: That'’s the closest we came,
itwas at the time of Mr Vajpayee and  must
complete the story, because then, there was
huge opposition from the Congress party...
but who can disagree that the path forward
would be at least in the case of one or two
banks to move forward, to do away with the
kind of present ownership structure, which
we have inherited from a decision (of bank
nationalisation) and if you look at, histori-
cally, maybe that decision may have served
its purpose and we need to move on.

For longer version, go to
www.indianexpress.com
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Emeritus, Paharpur Business Centre; Nasim Zaidi, Former Chief Election Commissioner of India; Arvind Paranjpye, Director, Nehru Planetarium; Dr Jaimini Bhagwati,

Chairman, IDFC AMC Trustee Company; Ajit Ranade, Group Chief Economist, Aditya Birla Group; Sanjoy Roy, Managing Director, Teamwork Arts Pvt Ltd;
Neelkanth Mishra, Co-Head of APAC Strategy and India Strategist, Credit Suisse; Yugal Sikri, Managing Director, RPG Life Sciences Ltd; Dr Sachchidanand Shukla,
Chief Economist, Mahindra Group; Sumeet Nindrajog, Senior Partner, Paragon Partners; Paresh Parasnis, CEO, Piramal Foundation; Anand Shanbhag,
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Raj Chengappa, Group Editorial Director - Publishing, India Today Group,
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ASHOK KHEMKA
PRINCIPAL SECRETARY,
GOVERNMENT OF HARYANA

What was the level of the
cascading effect of taxesin
the pre-GSTregime? Inthe
post-GST regime have tax
collectionsimprovedasa
percentage of GDP?

Dol consider GSTtobe a
path-breaking economic re-
form? Yes. Is this a perfect GST?
Surely not. And thatisareal is-
sue. The implementation of the
GSTis an ongoing process. I think
three important changes in the
GST are necessary. We need to
have a greater rate-rationalisa-
tion, you need broadbanding
into the bulk of it, and move toa
regime which is genuinely rev-
enue neutral. We need to get rid
of exemptions, improve the
quality of invoice matching,
quality of technology in terms of
ensuring greater compliance.

SANJAY PUGALIA

EDITORIAL DIRECTOR, THE QUINT
You have just finished your
reportonthe Finance
Commission and spoken to
all the states. What are they
saying about the spirit of
federalism?

[t won't come as a surprise
if no state government was
happy with what the 14th
Finance Commission had given
— 42 percent. Each would be
happier with a figure like 50 per
cent. It's a balancing act of
reconciling divergent
objectives. And that's what we
have endeavoured to do. But |
can certainly say that all state
governments reiterated their
confidence in the working of
fiscal federalism.

VIVEK JAIN

DIRECTOR, DCW LIMITED

With India’s GDP growth
declining, is the
government thinking of any
fiscal measures to revive
demand and get the
struggling corporate sector
back onits feet?

The issue of a fiscal stimu-
lus is one which is under con-
tinuing review. Monetary and
fiscal policies clearly need to
act in tandem for a significant
revival of the Indian economy.
The sharper the contraction
this year, the greater would be
the rebound next year. The
question is what kind of
growth rates do I see going for-
ward? If the ongoing reforms
are implemented, I see us get-
ting back to the higher growth
trajectory in the latter part —
the post-pandemic period.

MUDIT JAIN

MANAGING DIRECTOR,
DCW LIMITED

Oxford University teachesa
very populardegree course
called ‘Philosophy, Politicsand
Economy'. Indiahas exemplary
philosophical thinking. Why
hasn’t thisexcellence
translatedintogood
governanceandintoa
developed nation? Why this
disconnect between
philosophy andreality?

The course you mentioned at
Oxford should be something
which we should also consider
here. It's a good blend of politics,
philosophy and economics. Why
hasn't that kind of learning repli-
cated itself in the governance of
the country? Well, there are
many complex reasons, some of
which are based on legacy.
These are the kind of issues
which | have endeavoured to ad-
dressin the book.
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Dealer: South, Vulnerable: East-West

SUNDAY CROSSWORD 2297

NORTH QUICK CLUES
& 106 ACROSS
1. Bach, Beethovenand Brahms(3,5,2)
VA2 6. Excitedly expectant(4)
4 Q73 9. Mass communication (10)
K0J106 10. Gaming stake (4)
_ 12. Passing of judgement (12)
SOUTH (you) 15. Runner (7)
&2 16. Language of Flanders(7)
17. First-rate; brilliant(7)
¥0; 19. Christening (7)
4 AKJ95 20. Reinforced, beefed up
(12)
*042 23. Creepalong(4)
24. Diminished prestige (4,2,4)
WEST NORTH EAST  SOUTH 25, Brewery grain (4)
D 26. Ability to command (10)
14 2% Pas 24 DOWN it
. Packdown
Pass 24  Pass 2NT 2. Hardtohold (4)
Pass 3INT  Pass  Pass 3. Hairstyling
Pass (12)

West leads the queen of hearts. How many tricks do you expect to make?
TheWestHand:S-KJ875H-QJ108D-84C-A7
TheEastHand:S-Q43H-7643D-1052C-853

4. Inflict capital punishment on
7

5. Courtattendant(7)

7. Inflammation of the gums (10)

Itlooksi le totakeless thar pade trick, two heart tricks, five di- 8. Askill for making plants thrive
amond tricks, and four club tricks. You have excellent entries to both hands. (5-5)
What can go wrong? 11. Highly seasoned stew

(12)

Everything splits and South will take twelve tricks. North, who has not seen
all of South's hand, asked if he should have bid more.South responded that
they were high enough. East said that he had hoped for a spade lead. What
does happen with a spade lead?

A spade lead would have killed 3NT. South needs club tricks and when he

13. Self-love (10)

14. Pertaining to the stage
(10)

18. Negative electrode
(7)

IIIIII IHIH

23. Seize the last king to be a sailor (4)

24. Having sinister propensities (4-6)

25. Small numbers taking hospital grub
(4)

26. They may take control when people

19. Sauerkraut on piece of fried bread
(7)

21.Said differently when belonging to
the girl ? (4)

22.Drinks for Ed as different (4)

If it’s your

Birthday

Sunday November 29

Lookaround and see what you can do next.
There seems to be a great deal on offer. In
love, and all personal partnerships, you are
ready to make firm commitments.

Monday November 30

New revelations are on the way. The truth of
aromantic connection will now begin to
dawn on you. The real question is whether
you wish to spend the rest of your life with

someone special, or not.
Tuesday December 1

Three planets align with your house of love,
and four relate to your house of marriage. If
relationships fall into place now, family
plans will work out next year. And at work,

get on with colleagues.

Wednesday December 2

Thereare certain weeks when everything has
tobe completely above-board. You see, with
others already inclined to misunderstand,
you'll soon have towork that much harder to

e o e et o e T 19, Sanctiied (7 fall sleep 10) - 5296 getthem tosee thelight
badcontract thatwas ewardedwiththe wionglead. Pefection'wouidhave 21. Tub for soaking (4) DOWN utions to Thursday December 3
been five of aminor suit. These contracts make easily. 22. Assistoraid (4) 1. Protection for cricket supporters You' B d It iblethatthere'll
Dealor: South, Vulnerable: Nors CRYPTIC CLUES (4) QUICK CLUES Across: 1 Casterbridge, ouTequiteadreamer.Its possible thatthere
ACROSS 2. They vote for seers to be heard 10Hemlock, 11 Taunton, 12 Donna, 13 be moments when you'll waste your time,
1. Cheap buffet casts blame on dessert (4) Comeinto, 15 Versifiers, 16 Asks, 18 insi i i
NORTH SOUTH (55) i 3. Away to get up quickly and have Laud, 20 Aardwolves, 22 Overlord, 24 Som%.Of v lnSIght]j will be revealmg.. e
& (76 & AK53 6. Bunkum from British, hard on the first nod perhaps (4,4,4) ﬁddle'ZGAbStai"‘ 27§ZTpﬂc'2% s
French(4) 4. Seenaround swallowing drink - tteropener. Dawn: 2 Almaner, .
AR - 9. Isuselessand s nota philanthropist means to get work done (7) E:oracu;:gtgal;e, %ﬁl_e;rzgrafte -6 9 Fl'lday D.eceml.)er 4
452 4 AQ (424) . Seedy hotel with bedroom in front lno‘;f:istency"@msarfa :!"; opay.S The Moon is speeding around your chart,
87 % (J643 10. The agony of finding father useless becomes house of ill-repute (7) bene, 19 Utensil, 21 Vedette, 23 Least, encouraging you to stand on your feet.
2 owded 7 fzg;’)ﬂady""e hate to go before 2505b. You’ll make a major choice and finalise
. Drinkers cry below deck oy CRYPTICCLUES Across: 1Well i
WEST  NORTH EAST SOUTH 35 8. Overbearingattitude ofone informed 10 Otranta 1 Tactua 12 7 v s, e o el e
1 15. Take off topless bathing-costume surrenderingb? (1(1).)1 dimwitted Eliza, 13 Effusion, 15 April fools, 16 todoislook ahead over the next year.
) 11. Ingreat numbers like a dim-witte Ague, 18 Roll, 20 Hatchetjob, 22 Rats-
Pass 1®  Pass 14 16. Brokstandiin service runner? (53.4) tall, 24 Genus, 26 Felin, 27 Reigate, Saturday December 5
Pass je Pass INT @) 13. gxperif}?cle anve?‘rllg leringgoing 58 Ph;aiast'sesgbﬂzwfmlz Eargerﬁ You have done well over recent months.
M 1 inei own the lane? SN Inearly, ieon, utof place, y I TE
Pass Pass Pass 17. WE%Ched upliftdrawingoneinside | ¢ i diots may produce Macau, 7 Dousing, 8 Modelairraft, 9 You'll soon find that partners are willing to
ot ko o ot o 19, A play onwords? opinionated articles Blunderbusses, 14 Localities, 17 see your point of view. You must not only
West's lead of the jack of diamonds was won by South's queen. A friendly . ‘ Pe ins, 19 Let slip, 21J: ,23 g 9 8 3
start suggesting that West did have the king of diamonds. If so, 4H might (7) (10) . . T::S?ZI?Bran. St 1 anuany listen to their ldeas' bUt make Gl ESnE
not be making. 3NT is not yet home. Where are nine tricks coming from? 20. Richard shops around for 18. Wary about Church inducing lust effort to understand their desires.
How do you play the heart suit? instruments (12) (7)
JUMBLED WORDS Difficulty Level 5s ©
Instructions |':|" i 3 i ¥ o ! e - e
Given below are four jumbled words. Solve the jumbles to make proper words and move them to Tosolvea Sudoku puzzle, m El Ei 3 4 1 5 T 2 E
the respective squares below. Select the letters in the shaded squares and jumble them to get ~ every digitfrom 1t0 9 2 1 q. I 2 4 E g ? 3 5 H
theanswer for the given quip. o must appearin each of the -}
4 g :
never has been compulsory. - Anthony Eden (10) ™ nine vertical columns, in g g |-" 5 ?_‘ E .3 .4 E 1
< each ofth.e nine horizontal i g & a T 3 2 q 4 EI E B 5
IPORR BEMRNU - rowsandineachof the 3 1 =) 2 1 E -
nine boxes. 48|83 58172
(72}
o 5 1 L] -r
a3 Z S8BT 812|934
(]
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H B B Lo aitran R | 6 3 5 |858[874[21 3
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55 =Very Hard; 6s = 1 i G5 o) E !
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The first half of the

@ week could be an
travel, but you are

also urged to sort out any

You'll become very much

more insistent about asserting

and Thursday and Friday
could see you taking the right

TAURUS (Apr 21 - May 21)

I hope

@ onyour side,
because home is

in the bosom of your family.

Even if you travel, as you may

the most attractive

destinations will be places
about them.

GEMINI (May 22 - June 21)
horoscope is now
being pushed

and bounds. You might even

discover that a loved one or

with just the idea you need to
break the bank and set

CANCER (June 22 - July 23)

If you only do one

@ thatit is to break
with the habits of a

entire approach to money,

setting yourselfon a

affairs may stumble unless

you back your desires with

ARIES (Mar 21 - Apr 20)

excellent time for
lingering legal questions.
your rights after Wednesday,
steps, at last.

circumstances are
the place to be this week, deep
around the end of the week,
which have a homely feel

The promise of your
@ forward by leaps
younger relation comes up
yourself up for life.

thing this week, see
lifetime and reform your
prosperous course. Even love
suitable amounts of cash.

While the month
@ promote changes
personal questions. If you get
then have very much more
VIRGO (Aug 24 - Sept. 23)

mightbeina
Friday but, in reality, they're
preconceptions. It's time

LEO (July 24 - Aug 23)
emphasises work,
this week's stars

and you’ll become steadily

more concerned with

as much as possible

accomplished early on, you'll

time to throw yourself into
the social whirl.
You should be

@ aware that partners
difficult mood

around Wednesday to

challenging you to

change your attitudes and

for a few experiments with

your lifestyle.

AHEAD

LIBRA (Sept 24 - Oct 23)
Romance seems to
be inseparable from
travel, so a holiday
affair may be

revived, or you may find thata

hint of far-away places is
necessary to get your juices
flowing. A deeper look at your
chart also indicates that the
religious side of your life
requires a little attention.

SCORPIO (Oct 24 - Nov 22)
You can't afford to
be depressed for
longer than five
minutes. You have

too much to achieve to waste

any time, and the roots you
put down at work, in love and

at home will set you off on a

new cycle of experience

lasting anything up to
eighteen months.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov 23 - Dec22)
Probably the most
useful days for
achieving your
romantic ends are

Monday and Thursday, and, if

you are so inclined, a spot of

emotional blackmail may be
permissible. At the end of the
week, the intervention of
planets aligned with your
house of pleasure suggests
you can now let your

hair down.

CAPRICORN (Dec 23 - Jan 20)
To be brief, it's a
period for
organised fun and
games, so enjoy the

atmosphere and cast your

cares aside. The only problem
area could be work, where the
storm clouds gather after the
middle of the week, with
possible flashes of lightning
by Friday.

AQUARIUS (Jan 21 - Feb 19)
You'rea
perfectionist by

@ why you're always
trying to make the

world, or at least your corner

your energy this week will be
directed towards sorting out
other people’s little problems,
other way you can feel settled.

PISCES (Feb 20 - Mar 20)

In relationships,

your need for both

emotional security
and physical satisfaction.

the same place. The beginning

of the week looks set to be

fairly bright and optimistic,

nature, and that’s
of it, a better place. Much of
if only because there’s no

two things count:
Hopefully, you'll find both in
especially on the social front.

! Government of Jammu & Kashmir
Office of the Executive Engineer Electric
Division, JPDCL Batote
Email: pddbatote @ gmail.com, Website: www.jkpdd.gov.in
Telephone No: 01998 —244231 Fax: 01998 —244231
EXTENSION NOTICE-I
Due to poor response, the e-NIT no:-38 of 2020-21 Dated:- 16.11.2020 for
SUPPLY, ERECTION, TESTING & COMMISSIONING OF INFRASTRUCTURE
FOR IMPROVEMENT OF HT/LT NET WORK BY WAY OF REPLACING
STRANDED CONDUCTOR, BARBED WIRE/ WORN-OUT POLES/TREES
ETC AT VILLAGE MANGIT IN BLOCK BANIHAL IN RAMBAN DISTRICT
UNDER BARBED WIRE PROGRAMME UNDER THE JURISDICTION OF
ELECTRIC DIVISION JPDCL BATOTE is hereby extended upto 30.11.2020 at
14:00 Noon and tender opening date will be 01.12.2020 at 12:00 Noon. All
other terms and conditions will remain same as in e-NIT document.

Sd/-
Executive Engineer,
Electric Division JPDCL, Batote

UJVN Limited

H.0.: ‘UJJWAL’, Maharani Bagh, G.M.S. Road, Dehradun-248006

Telephone : 0135-2763808; Fax : 0135- 2763508

CIN No. U40101UR2001SGC025866, Website : www.ujvnl.com
Ro. No. 780 E-Tender Notice  Dated: 28.11.2020
Office of Executive Engineer (M&G) Kulhal Power Station, Kulhal, invites
sealed tenders for following work :
Tender No. 19/UJVNL/EE (M&G)/KPS/2020-21” Replacement and
strengthening of cover drain, sealing water and dewatering system at
Kulhal Power House (3x10 MW)”
Estimated cost: 39,00,000/- GST extra
Date of availability of bid document on website : 28/11/2020 11:00 Hrs
Last date for submission of bids on website 19/12/2020 17:00 Hrs
For fuller & further details, kindly visit e-procurement portal
http://uktenders.gov.in” Executive Engineer (M&G)

“Avoid wasteful use of Electricity”

Indian Red Cross Society
Haryana State Branch
Red Cross Bhawan, Madhya Marg, Sector- 16 A, Chandigarh
Contact No: +91-0172-2543889, 2546328 (Fax), 2546330, 9855756357

TENDER NOTICE
TENDER REFERENCE NO: Rehab/2020/01

Online E-tender are invited for purchasing of raw material for manufactur-
ing artificial aids and appliances for our rehabilitation centres in Haryana.
The E-tender with all detailed terms & conditions are available at
https//etender.hry.nic.in bearing tender Reference No. Rehab/2020/01
with having Tender ID: 2020_HBC_150407_1.

The last date for receipt of E-tender is 14th December, 2020 upto 4:00
P.M. through online and original documents receipt of E-tender is 15th
December, 2020 upto 4:00 P.M. in this office. su/

General Secretary
Indian Red Cross Society
Haryana State Branch Chandigarh

*‘_’5 o]~ = B Punfab Siate Powear Corporation Limitad

Regd. Office: PSEB Head Office Building, The Mall, Patiala-147001
Corporate Identification Number (CIN): U40109PB2010SGC033813.
NOTICE INVITING E-TENDER (THROUGH E-TENDERING)

. | Tender Enquiry No. 239/DIT-1044 Dated 24.11.2020

Conducting the Cyber Security Audit of IT
Infrastructure of Data Center, Disaster
Recovery Center, SCADA System, SAP
System and In-house applications includ-
ing website of PSPCL from CERT-In
empanelled agency.

2. | Scope/Short Description

3. | Downloading of Start Date of uploading of tender (27.11.2020)
Specification/Tender Date
Documents from website | Last 28.12.2020 (05.00 PM)
https://eproc.punjab.gov.in | Date

4. | Last date for Bid Submission 28.12.2020 (05.00 PM)

30.12.2020 (11.30 AM)

It is informed that from now onwards, in
case tender process is not completed due
to any reason, no corrigendum will be pub-
lished in newspapers. Details regarding
corrigendum may be seen on official
PSPCL website https://eproc.punjab.gov.in.
7. |Tender specification can only be downloaded from website
https://eproc.punjab.gov.in and no hard copy of the same will be issued by this
office. Further details regarding e-tendering are available. on website
https://eproc.punjab.gov.in. Vendors are requested to get their registration on
GePNIC well in time.

NOTE: All tender related documents are to be uploaded on website https://eproc.pun-
jab.gov.in only. No hard copies will be accepted for processing the tender.

5. | Date & time of opening of tenders

6. | Information regarding corrigendum

SALUTE THE SOLDIER
m Lt Col Harsh Uday Singh Gaur,

Ashok Chakra (Posthumous),
1 29 November 1994
1i-"'."'" We pay homage to Lt Col Harsh Uday Singh
Gaur, AC, Commanding Officer, 10 BIHAR, who
on this day in 1994 led his Quick Reaction Team
against terrorists in Baramula, J&K. Leading his
troops from the front, he personally killed four terrorists. During
the daring operation, he was critically injured, but refused to be
evacuated till success was achieved. His courageous actions
inspired his troops, who eliminated the remaining terrorists. We,
the fraternity of the Bihar Regiment, salute you.
The Bihar Regiment Association

10 Jul 1989 - 29 Nov 2016
On this day we salute and pay homage to the
gallant soldier who laid down his life for the
Nation while fighting against terrorists in
Jammu & Kashmir during a fidayeen attack.
You made the supreme sacrifice in the finest
traditions of the Indian Army and made the

GRENADIER 'Triumphant Third' proud.
RAGHVENDRA .
SINGH May your Soul attain Moksha.

Brated A HETID, frefor far

SECRIAUS ORI AATEIS BRI vd feraior froret

STRIEVS AXBIR T SUHH) 403 /1 IR TR, I8AGA—248 001
qgﬂw/lﬁw 0135—2764075 e-mail: cgmnirmanwing@yahoo.com, gmnlrmanwmg@gmall:om
PRESS NOTE
Government of Uttarakhand "e" procurement Notice
Bid Identification No. 3061/Nivida(Garhwal)/445 Dated 28/11/2020

1.[Name of the Works :- Construction of Proposed 200 Bedded Mother and
Child Care Wards in District Hospital, Haridwar.

8l G.E. Road, Raipur — 492010 (CG)

No./ NITRR/S&P/2020/1021

I TN Femer T=YR

INVITATION OF E-TENDER

NIT, Raipur invites e-tender for “Open Tender Enquiry for Microsoft|

Phone: (0771) 2252700

NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY RAIPUR | Fax : (0771) 2253104
(An Institute of National Importance)

Email: registrar@nitrr.ac.in

Website: www.nitrr.ac.in

Raipur, Dated 27/11/2020

2.|Estimated Cost - Rs. 3368.45 Lakh (With GST)
3.|Period of Completion :- 18 Months
4.|Date and Time of Availability 01/12/2020-17.00 Hrs.

of bid documentsin the portal:-

o

Last Date/Time for receipt of 14/12/2020-17.00 Hrs.

bids in the portal:-

fod

Name and Address of Officer
Inviting the Bid:-

General Manager, Construction Wing,
Uttarakhand, Pey Jal Nigam, Dehradun

~

Pre bid meeting details (if 04/12/2020--15.00 Hrs.

required) Date & Place :-

joud

Details of subsequent addendum/
corrigendum/ cancellation etc.
may be obtained from the website:-

“http://www.uktenders.gov.in”

Further details can be seen fromthe e-procurement portal "https:/ftendersuttarakhand.gov.in"
General Manager

Ghiaf Enginees, Utnrahhand fumi Bosds Devnlopment Agency

Firat Fizar, Directerabe of Panchayaling, Ozq-1T Park,
Behasiradhara Road, Dedradun

5043352 LNK NUN BAHADUR RANA, SM AND
5045078 RFN SHER BAHADUR GT, SM
29 NOV

On this day 5043352 Lnk Nun Bahadur Rana, SM and 5045078
Rfn Sher Bahadur GT, SM of 5/1 Gorkha Rifles made the supreme
sacrifice during 'OP RAKSHAK' Jammu & Kashmir in Nov 1997 in
a true act of valour. The brave soldiers will always be remembered
for their enthusiasm. To these brave heart we pledge that we shall
always be guided by their immortal spirit and make their names
proud.

CO AND ALL RANKS, 5/1 GORKHA RIFLES
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Contact E-mail ID’s: se-it1@pspcl.in; xen-scada@pspcl.in

C-359/2020 Sr. Xen/IT (SCADA)

10583/Pb PSPCL, Patiala

JHARKHAND URBAN INFRASTRUCTURE

DEVELOPMENT COMPANY LIMITED
(Govt. of Jharkhand Undertaking)

3"floor, Pragati Sadan, Kutchery Road, Ranchi-834001, ]harkhand
Ph No.: +91-651-2225878; e-mail Id-; pdt.juidco@gmail.com
CIN: U4—5200]H2013SGC001752

CORRIGENDUM-2

R Mo 17200 1103 ai VITCIKV U R RIGWIN Digtiad 2 24-11-20200
PRADHAN MANTRI GRAM SADAK YOJANA
(PMESSY]
ulr of Nisticn [Sacand Call
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regisler in ks websile which is free af casl. For submission of the
bitde, the Lidder 5 reguired 5o have Digesl Signature Cesilicale [DSC)
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raquired 1o suomil (a) anginal demand dralt lewands e cost of hid
dacument and (b} origiral bid sscurily in approved dorm and
(6} original affudaal regarding correcine=s of edarmabicrn fomsbed
wih Bid chacumen) &3 per prgviaians al Clavss 4.4 8 (5 of ITE with
Iz Projects relaied fo Gariaal Mancal &7 office of Gananad Managan P,
BRICCUL, HO BRIDGUL Qoo Gavs, Ty, Mrananpur, Saharangor
Aoed. Debradun-242001 submizsion of ol phy=ical documanmts wil be
accapted ordy oima or balare tha livs and dale of subedetion af bafa
T AZI0ED (0500 pm)} aliar e apenicg of Techaical cualfcation par
cf lhe Bid ciher by registensd past or by hand, dafing which the bids
will be deglyed nansespansive.
Lozl Date!Teme o
AT AL 2020 01:00 PM.
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Cloud Campus Agreement” in the institute through online mode in e-|
tendering portal i.e. www.tenderwizard.com/NITR. Last date & time for
submission of bid is on 19/12/2020 till 18:00Hrs and Date of Opening is
21/12/2020 at 16:00 Hrs. Forms & other details can be downloaded
from institute's website i.e. www.nitrr.ac.in, www.tenderwizard.com/NITR|

& https://feprocure.gov.in/epublish/app.
ASA

-Sd-
REGISTRAR

orataa JEfievr A=, FEbn s,
XA : 01376—233911, E-mail: setehripeyjal@gmail.com
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] Ministry of Health & Family Welfar
(Govt. of Rajasthan)

RMSCL (Mukhyamantri Nishulak Dava Yojana) Gandhi Block, Swasthya Bhawan, Tilak Marg, Jaipur-302005, India
Phone no. 0141-2228066, 2228064 Fax.no.0141-2228065 website:rmsc.health.rajasthan.gov.in
CIN:U24232RJ2011SGC035067 E_mail:edprocurement@gmail.com and rmsc.health.rajasthan.gov.in

F.02(308)RMSCL/Proc/Dead Body Bag/NIB-31/2020/2126 dated: 26-11-2020

NOTICE INVITING E-BIDS

E-bids are invited up to 3.00 pm of 10.12.2020 for SHORT-TERM E-BID FOR
THE RATE CONTRACT CUM SUPPLY OF Dead Body Bag, Details of NIB-
31/2020. May be seen in the Bidding Documents at our office or at the website of
state Public procurement portal http:/sppp.raj.nic.in, www.dipronline.org,
www.rmsc. health.rajasthan.gov.in, http:/eproc.rajasthan.gov.in and may be
downloaded from there.

UBN No. MSC2021GLOB00108
R.0. NO. SAMWAD/C/7120/2020-2021

Executive Director(Procurement)
RMSCL

r&%‘ King George's Medical University U.P., Lucknow
.%_J. E-tender/Re-E - Tender Inviting Notice

Notice No.: 45/PS/FO/e-tender/20-21 Dated : 28-11-2020
Online bid are invited under 02 e-bid systems (technical &
financial) for the Purchase of (1) Equipment for COVID Ward (2)
R.F.I.D Equipment to secure Books/Journals etc.&subscription of
journal (Central Library) (3) Refill of FM 200 Gas in I.T. cell (4)
Viral Load Testing in Deptt. of Microbiology (under National Viral
Hepatitis Control Programme of NHM) (5) Consumables & other
items for Deptt. of Microbiology (6) Different Equipment for
Plastic Surgery Dept.(under NPPM) (7) Repair of Mortuary Cold
Room,Deptt. of Anatomy from the original
manufacturer/publisher/contractor or their authorized Indian
agents on the terms and conditions as per tender document.Short
details can be viewed at kgmu.org & detailed tender will be

NIT No: - JUIDCO/NIT/E-Gov/2020/350 Moo ! 1 at "
Tender ID: - 2020 UDD 46212 1 el e B UK A In TR0 PR m any office dirpe available on etender.up.nic.in. Finance Officer
Ref PR No.: - 234713
All the bidders are hereby informed that Corrigendum 2 for the
tender “Project for Appointment of Project Management Unit LIST OF TENDERS UPLOADED ON WEBSITE
for Consultancy, Design, Development & Implementation of Sr. | Name of Name of Work/ Opening Date Amount/EMD Website of the Nodal Officer/Contact Tender
E-Governance Applications and GIS Mapping ULBs Of, No. | Deptt./Board/ Notice/Tender Closing Date (Approx.) Department Details/E-mail Ref. No./
Jharkhand” has been published on the e-procurement website of Corp./Auth. (Time) in Rupees Tender No.
GQVGmment of Jharkhand. o ) 1. Pandit Supply, installation, testing & com- Rs. 85,00,000/- | http:/plcsupva.ac.in Sh. Devender Rathee/ 2020_HRY_
Itisrequested to please refer the same before submission of bids. Lakhmi missioning of new Sewage 23.11.2020 For Contractor = 94666-28298/ 151414_1
e-procurement website:- http://jharkhandtenders.gov.in 8:?/’;‘:5%;3; Treatment Technology i.e. MBBR | (at15.00hrs) | Rs.1,70,000- devenderrathee918@

Sd/- Performing (Moving Bed Bio Reactor) and and For L&C Society = gmail.com

Project Director (Tech_) and Visual dismantling/ replacement of existing 21.12.2020 Rs. 85,000/-
JUIDCO Ltd., Ranchi Agshsﬁftif- technology for 320 KLD STP plant | (upto 15.00 hrs.)
PR 236420(Urban Development and Housing)20-21*D » Hontal at PLCSUPVA, Rohtak 84079/HRY
N n N B New Delhi N B
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It’s making small steps in the right direction. I'm
happy that we can bring in 2,000 people, nobody
knows how long we will be able to do that, but | think
we should discuss not on the basis of an advantage
for this or that team.”

JUERGEN KLOPP, LIVERPOOL BOSS WELCOMES THE NEWS THAT 2,000
FANS WILL BE ALLOWEDINTO ANFIELD STARTING FROM NEXT MONTH

— BRIEFLY ——

Seventh Pakistan
teammembertests
positive for COVID-19

Wellington: One more member of the
Pakistan cricket team has tested pos-
itive for the novel coronavirus, New
Zealand’s Ministry of Health said on
Saturday, taking the tally of infections
within the touring party to seven. Six
of the 53 members of the group had
tested positive for the novel coron-
avirus upon their arrival in New
Zealand, while there was also evi-
dence there had been breaches of bio-
security rules. “One additional mem-
ber of the Pakistan squad has today
tested positive during routine testing.
The remainder of the results from the
squad’s Day 3 swab testing - apart
from the six who have already re-
turned a positive result, are negative,”
the ministry said.

Wrestler Narsingh
tests positive

New Delhi: Dope-tainted wrestler
Narsingh Yadav, gearing up for his first
international event after serving a four-
year ban, tested positive for the coron-
avirus on Saturday along with Greco-
Roman grappler Gurpreet Singh.
Narsingh is scheduled to take part in
his first international tournament in
fouryearsin the Individual World Cup
inBelgrade from December 12 to 18 af-
ter being named as Jitender Kinha's re-
placement in 74kg category. Besides
the wrestling duo, physiotherapist
Vishal Rai has also tested positive for
the deadly virus. "All three are asymp-
tomatic and have been moved to
Sonepat's Bhagwan Mahavir Das
Hospital as a precautionary measure,"
the SAl said.

India fined for slow
over-ratein first ODI

Dubai: The Indian cricket team was
fined 20 per cent of its match fee for
maintaining a slow over-rate against
Australiain the series opening first ODI
inSydney. India took an unprecedented
four hours and six minutes to complete
their 50 overs during their 66-run loss
inthe first ODLICCmatch referee David
Boon imposed the sanction after India
was ruled to be one over short of the
target after time allowances were taken
into consideration.

Daruvala pips Schumi
toearnfirst podium

Bahrain: Indian racer Jehan Daruvala
earned his maiden Formula 2 podium
after pipping championship leader
Mick Schumacher in a gripping battle
forthe third place at the Bahrain Grand
Prix support race. “Race was exciting,
had agreat fun battling at the end with
@mickschumacher (sic)” the 22-year-
old tweeted after the race. Meanwhile,
seven-time Formula One world cham-
pion Lewis Hamilton stormed to pole
position for the Bahrain GP with a
record lap in Saturday’s qualifying ses-
sionahead of team mate Valtteri Bottas
who completed a front-row lockout for
Mercedes. Max Verstappen took third
place for Red Bull.

AGENCIES

CouPLE GOALS

From lovers’

SHIVANINAIK
MUMBAI,NOVEMBER 28

MARRIAGE TO champion archer Deepika
Kumari - reckons fellow international Atanu
Das - is going to be a whole lot of truth-telling
in the coming years. Even bitter truths.

Like how Deepika’s incredible focus -
(“She’ll see only the target like in the Arjuna
tale,” he says) - has its downsides. That taut
concentration, apart from filling her with in-
tense nervousness and dread on the big stage,
also means she fails to notice things around the
target which matter - “the time left, the flags,
the wind. She doesn’t notice any of it,” he says
asthe two resume their competitive journeys,
starting with the national trials.

While completely in awe of the sharpand
unwavering focus of the former World No. 1
and World Cup winner, Atanu says the couple
trades tips on each other’s strengths. “She’s
told me she likes my shooting stance. I keep
asking her about what mental framework is
needed to be at the top,” he says as the duo
wrapped up their training camp at Pune’s
Army Sports Institute.

The pair of archers, him 28 and her 26, tied
the knot this June after having known each
other for 12 years, six of which Atanuis accused

Falling apart at the seam(s)

With Hardik Pandya not fit enough for dual duty, lack of fast bowling all-rounder options hurts Team India

SHAMIK CHAKRABARTY
NOVEMBER 28

COLLECTIVELY, THE Indian bowling attack
was put to the sword in the first ODI at the
Sydney Cricket Ground (SCG) on Friday.
Mohammed Shami was the lone saving
grace, although Ravindra Jadeja, too, re-
turned with a decent economy rate - a lit-
tle over six runs per over - on a flat track.
Especially, in the middle-overs, India
looked clueless as they struggled to make
inroads, while Aaron Finch, David Warner
and Steve Smith laid the foundation of a re-
sounding Australian victory.

Under the pump, India badly missed a
sixth bowler.

Hardik Pandya’s lower-back injury has
been preventing him to play as a seam-bowl-
ing all-rounder. He is playing as a specialist
batsman instead and without his overs, the
Indian bowling unit looks crippled. With the
likes of Navdeep Saini, Yuzvendra Chahal and
even Jasprit Bumrah leaking runs in the first
0D], India didn’t have a back-up bowling op-
tion to fall back on.

Every bowler can have a day off. Saini was
playing his first international match in
Australia and going by the BCCI press release
on the eve of the game, the fast bowler had
complained of “back spasm”. He went for
plenty, as also Chahal. Between 15 and 40
overs, Australia scored 188 runs for the loss
of two wickets before they added another
110 runs in the last 10 overs.

At the post-match press conference,
Pandya addressed the issue. “I think, maybe,
we will have to find someone who has al-
ready played (for) India and groom them and
find a way to make them play,” Pandya told
reporters.

“...more than injury, it is about the sixth
bowler’s role. If someone is having a bad day,
so the other guys get more cushion,” he
added.

Pandya spoke about working on his
bowling and that he will bowl again “when
the time isright”. Till then, India are likely to
be without a seam-bowling all-rounder to
get the balance right.

Support cast

The real problem is that beyond Pandya,
India’s seaming all-rounder cupboard is bare.
In fact, Ravindra Jadeja is the only cricketer
in the team who is two-dimensional, al-
though he is a spin-bowling all-rounder.
Because of the Covid situation, the BCCI has
sent a jumbo squad to Australia, but there’s
apparently nobody who can be groomed into
a specialist seaming all-rounder.

The erstwhile selection committee had
tried Shivam Dube, but in 13 T20Is and one
0DI, the Mumbai all-rounder failed to inspire
confidence at international level. Tamil
Nadu’s Vijay Shankar was sent to the 2019
World Cup in England, as the then selection
committee felt that he could chip in with a
few overs of medium pace in the middle.
However, in 12 ODIs and nine T20Is he had
four and five wickets respectively before
falling out of favour. Economy-wise (6.22),
Shankar had a decent IPL as a back-up
bowler, but international cricket is a differ-
ent ball game and both he and Dube aren’t
sharp enough to make an impact unless con-
ditions are assisting them.

India are probably the only elite cricket
team at the moment not to have a specialist
seaming all-rounder. England boast of Ben
Stokes, Australia have Marcus Stoinis, South
Africa can fall back on Chris Morris, New
Zealand have Daryl Mitchell and Jimmy
Neesham, while West Indies bank on

SPIN ALLROUNDERS

WASHINGTON SUNDAR

He is in the T20I squad. Bowls fastish
off-spinners and can handle the new
ball. But the youngster needs further
improvement both in batting and
bowling to graduate to the ODIs.

AXARPATEL

The left-arm spinner topped Delhi
Capitals bowling charts in terms of
economy rate in this IPL. Can hit the
ball hard as a batsman. Has played 38
ODIs and 11 T20Is. At the moment,
though, Ravindra Jadeja is occupying
the specialist spin-all-rounder slot.

KEDAR JADHAV

Had a forgettable IPL with the bat.
Didn’t bowl at all. Wasn’t picked for
the Australia tour. A player who is past
his prime.

KRUNAL PANDYA

A decent batsman, who bowls tight left-
arm spin. Has 18 T20Is under his belt.
But he is not a better option than Jadeja.

Why the cupboard is empty

‘Who can fit the bill of a fast bowling all-rounder? Is there a spinner who can provide more balance?

With a lower-back injury preventing him from playing as a seam-bowling
allrounder, Hardik Pandya is in the team as a specialist batsman instead. AP

DEEPAK CHAHAR
Has the ability to
bowl in Powerplays.
Butabatting
average of 13.78in
List A cricket and

: 18.20 in first-class
cricket doesn’t make him a potential
all-rounder candidate.

SEAMING ALLROUNDERS

VIJAY SHANKAR

Like Dube, he is also more of a bits-
and-pieces all-rounder. Batting is his
strength. Bowled a match-winning
over in an ODI against Australia at
Nagpur last year, taking two wickets.
Kept things tight in the IPL, but he
needs more pace to start with at
international level.

SHIVAM DUBE

Can play big shots and bowls
medium pace. But he has failed
to make an impact in whatever
little international cricket he has
played. Also, had 129 runs, four
wickets and an economy rate
north of 8 in 11 IPL matches this
term.

Dwayne Bravo and Jason Holder.

As regards to India, if the selectors are to
follow Pandya’s suggestion - grooming
someone who has already played for India -
they hardly have anybody apart from Dube
and Shankar to choose from. Shardul Thakur
isinthe squad and he is no mug with the bat.
Butat 29 years of age, it’s probably a little too
late to groom him as a proper seaming all-
rounder. Amid the influx of talented bats-
men and quick bowlers, this is one area in
Indian cricket where bench strength is poor.

Back to Dhoni’s time

All-rounders formed the bedrock of India’s
success in limited-overs cricket in the early
1980s. India won the 1983 World Cup in
England followed by the 1985 World
Championship of Cricket in Australia. Kapil Dev
towered over the rest, butboth Roger Binny and
Madan Lal were pretty decent lower-order
batsmen apart from their effective medium
pace bowling, while Mohinder Amarnath pro-
vided additional options. Ravi Shastriwasagen-
uine spin-bowling all-rounder.

In the late 80s and early 90s, Manoj
Prabhakar was the team’s premier seaming
all-rounder. After Sourav Ganguly’s arrival,
he and Robin Singh, for a while, shared the
responsibility of bowling seamers in the mid-
dle-overs. Ganguly wasn’t quick but he
swung the ball. Sachin Tendulkar bowled
both slow-medium and spin, and could be
trusted upon as a back-up bowler.

Almost throughout his career as India
captain, MS Dhoni, however, was bereft of a
seaming all-rounder option. But the master
tactician made up for the void by very effec-
tively using the part-time spin of Yuvraj
Singh, Suresh Raina and Kedar Jadhav to
choke the opponents in the middle-overs,
especially in Indian conditions. Sometimes
he used Virat Kohli’s medium pace as well.

The problem for Kohli is that this Indian
team doesn’t have multi-dimensional crick-
eters — batters can’t bowl and the bowlers
can't bat. Kohli himself seems to have lost
confidence in his bowling — he hasn’t bowled
in ODIs since a two-over spell against Sri
Lanka in Colombo in August 2017. Jadhav’s

loss of form and the subsequent omission
from the Indian limited-overs squad meant
that the team doesn’t have a part-time spin-
bowling option either.

Striking the right balance

Maybe, India missed a trick by not playing
anextrabowler onafeatherbed in the first ODI
atthe expense of abatsman. Given that Pandya
isinexcellent batting form, six bowlers instead
of five might have helped. Then again, it was
the series opener against a full-strength
Australia and the team management proba-
bly chose to take a more pragmatic/defensive
approach. Rohit Sharma’s absence could be an-
other reason why the think-tank decided not
togolight on batting. In favourable conditions,
India has the potential to run through a side,
playing five specialist bowlers. But in a three-
match series, if another belter is laid out for the
second ODI at the SCG on Sunday, Kohliand Co
will have to take a call in terms of striking the
right balance.

2ND ODI: Live on Sony Network: 9:10am

Man United
latest victim of
cyber-attack,
ransom calls

SHAHID JUDGE
MUMBAI,NOVEMBER 28

WHEN MANCHESTER United confirmed they
had become a victim of a “sophisticated” cy-
ber-attack, the club asserted the damage had
been minimised. That was on November 20.
On Thursday, however, the National Cyber
Security Centre (NCSC) announced that they
werealsoworking on the case - leading toabe-
lief that the attack was far more sinister than
what the club had revealed. So far, United has-
n'tlearnt of any motive and claim the club has
regained control of their computer servers.

Sports the favoured target

According to the Daily Mail, the NCSC re-
vealed that “70 per cent of sports organisations
(in the UK) had experienced cyber incidents”
over the last year, which is double than what
businessesin the country experienced. An un-
named EFL Championship team had received
aransomdemand of £5 million (approximately
%49 crore)afteracyber-attacklastyear. A sport-
ing outfit had also paid the sum of £4 million
(over339crore), whichis the highestamount to
be paid, according to the Daily Mail.

United statement

After the attack on November 20, the club
stated: “Manchester United can confirm that
the club has experienced a cyber-attack on our
systems. The club has taken swift action to con-
tain the attack and is currently working with
expert advisers to investigate the incident and
minimise the ongoing IT disruption.”

Possible consequences

At the moment, it has been reported that
employees at the club cannot access their offi-
cial emails. The Times (London) reported that
experts had confirmed that Manchester United
may have to pay the hackers else it could result
in sensitive information being published on
public forums, including faninformation (user-
names and passwords on the fansite). The club
could face a fine of up to £18 million (approxi-
mately X177 crore) or two per cent of their to-
tal annual worldwide turnover if the attack is
found to have breached their fans' data protec-
tion, according to the Daily Mail.

Not the first for Manchester

Two years ago, United’s local rivals
Manchester City were alleged victims of a cy-
ber-attack. According to The Guardian, Rui Pinto,
a Portuguese national, had allegedly hacked
and gained access to confidential documents
thatrevealed the club had been flouting UEFA’s
Financial Fair Play Regulations. Pinto submit-
ted the documents to German magazine Der
Spiegel, leading to the clubbeing handed atwo-
year ban from the Champions League - a deci-
sionwhichwas later overturned by the Court of
Arbitration for Sport.

Match day problems

After the unnamed EFL club had refused to
pay theamount last year, they could not access
their CCTV cameras, nor operate the turnstiles
in the stadium ahead of a game.

Transfer money a target

Duringa transfer window, a Premier League
team’s managing director’s email account was
hacked. The club had been in the process of
making a £1 million transfer for a player from
another European club. The hackers however,
attempted to transfer the sum into their own
account, but were prevented by the club's
bank’s anti-virus system.

quarrel to trading tips, newly-weds Deepika, Atanu aim for glory

by Deepika of having spent “not talking” to her.
“Pakkidushmani thi,” she recalls,inamock scoff.
They were batchmates at the Tata Academy in
2008 when they started, but “he didn’t know
Hindi then, so wouldn't talk to me.”

They would continue to shoot in mixed
team events and practice alongside butin 2011,
they formally fought. “Random, childish fights
blew up. Something as small as ‘why did you
take my bottle of water?'...” he recalls. Neither
knew what had snapped, neither was willing
torelent.

2017, they would reconnect, and swiftly fall
in love. “2018, we suddenly decided. Quickly
families were also informed, so it became a
love-cum-arranged marriage,” Deepika says,
two years after both went to the Olympics,
with the disappointment still raw on certain
triggers.

The spotlight of being a precocious talent
and pressures of expectation have always un-
settled Deepika, rendering her a tad high-
strung. Reminding her of previous Olympics -
disappointing campaigns after a hyped build-
up-still leaves her prickly. “Why do you media
want to always compare this with previous
times?” sheasks. But she’sat peace withall the
uncertainty of this year with the pandemic
postponing the Games, and her pragmatism
has rubbed off on Atanu too.

_“_._ o

b I L -

Archers Atanu Das and Deepika Kumari tied the knot this June after having

known each other for 12 years.

The self-belief has always been there. The
poise and a lightness of being - she laughs
out loudly and freely, jokes about her short-
comings when she shoots - is new. “Atanu is

very calm and composed as a person, and pa-
tient with others.I'mlearning that,” she says.

The lockdown post marriage, played its
part in calming Deepika down. “My in-laws

had never tasted pancakes,” Deepika says. “I
really admire Bengali food, sol helped in prepa-
rations. But I was very happy when they liked
the pancakes, pastaand dosal made for them,”
she recalls.

With trials and qualification meets sched-
uled for May, training had abruptly halted in
March. “Olympics got postponed, so we de-
cided we could get married after World
Championships. But everything was so uncer-
tain there was no point in long-term plans.”

The lockdown brought its broth of emo-
tions. “We are used to being home for a max
weekor 10days. Here we could do nothing and
it was frustrating. But at the same time, so
many migrants were struggling toreach home
and there were tragic deaths. At least, we were
safe,” he says.

Not much was achieved in terms of fitness
at home then, he confesses, except yoga and
meditation. The archery equipment, mean-
while, fell into disuse. “Ghar ka khana thoos
thoos ke khaaya. Naturally, standing, shooting
capacity and flexibility went for a toss! Soles
of the feet and legs hurt the first few weeks
when we returned. Back ki band baj jaati hai.
Strength issues were big,” she explains.

First came bow-control, something
Deepika had never reckoned she’d need to
re-learn. “Re-familiarising the body with

what shooting feels like took 14 days,” she
recalls.

The time would also help her understand
the team dynamic, and help her think beyond
herself. “We shoot individually but a medal
only comes if everyone clicks. Coordination
and understanding partners and teammates
are necessary. You have to be calm and know
everyone’s temperament - some team mem-
bers are cool under pressure, some are little
scared, others are very scared!” she says. “I've
beenall three.”

Atanu paid for his gluttony over six months
onreturn to training. “It was just 3-4 kg excess
weight, but it could ruin bow control and there
wasbody pain the first two weeks. 100/200m
runs mein haalat kharaab hojaati thi. When you
hold a bow, though poundage and vibration
are the same, there’s a break in rhythm and
muscles start feeling heavy. Running, flexibil-
ity is finished,” he recalls.

Atanu would watch Deepika pick up train-
ing pace with her usual single-mindedness
and gape at her ability to focus on the sport
once again. Like the flick of a switch. He reck-
ons he’s lucky he can learn all about the men-
tal process of climbing back to World No. 1 -
he'll simply ask her. And then brace himself for
honest unvarnished feedback on exactly what
allis lacking in his effort.
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Image rights, fast cars and a ‘tank’:
Maradona’s complex inheritance

REUTERS
BUENOSAIRES,NOVEMBER 28

DIEGO MARADONA'S death has triggered an
outpouring of grief around the world. Now
comes the scramble for a share of the soccer
legend’s complex financial legacy, ranging
from his iconic jerseys to luxury cars, image
rights and even an amphibious tank.

Much like during the footballidol's life, the
inheritance process s likely to be a messy affair
between his large family, with eight children
from six different partners as heirs to his as-
sets, as well as his intangible heritage.

Maradona, who died on Wednesday at the
age of 60 from cardiacarrest, had four children
in Argentina, one in Italy from his time at Napoli
and three in Cuba when he settled on the is-
land to undergo treatment to recover from his
addictions, his lawyer Matias Morla has said.

“In the specific case of Maradona, he is di-
vorced and has eight children, so the estate is
divided by eight inaninheritance trial,” Buenos
Aires-based soccer lawyer Martin Apolo told
Reuters. “It will be acomplex process.”

The process can last 90 days in a normal
probate trial, the legal period for the heirs
and creditors to present themselves, al-
though Apolo said it could be far longer given
the likelihood of “internal disputes” and op-
portunists seeking a payout. “In cases of this
type, it can be eternal,” he said.

The estate of the World Cup champion,
who at the time of his death was coach of the
Argentine club Gimnasia y Esgrima, com-
prises properties, smart cars, investments
and jewels he was gifted in different coun-
tries throughout his career.

Maradona played and coached in
Argentina, Spain, Italy, the United Arab
Emirates, Belarus and Mexico.

There is no established value of the star’s
fortune. Wealth tracker Celebrity Net Worth
estimates his networth at the time of his death
at $500,000, although it said he had earned
millions during his career from contracts with
the different teams and sponsorship with
brands such as Hublot, Puma and Coca-Cola.

Maradona was gifted two luxury cars in
Dubai when he worked as Fujairah Football
Club’s technical director and a HUNTA
Overcomer amphibious “tank,” a vehicle
which can “float on water,” during his time as
honorary president of Belarus’ Dynamo Brest
club. The Argentine playmaker, known as
“Dios” for his godlike skills on the soccer pitch
and “Pelusa” for his prominent mane of hair,
also remains valuable for his image - even af-
ter death. “The mostimportant patrimony here
could be the image rights, and also all his
shirts,” said Apolo. “How much is the one he
used inthe World Cup final worth? How much

Maradona, who died on Wednesday at
the age of 60, had four childrenin
Argentina, one in Italy from his time at
Napoli and three in Cuba.

There is no established value of
the star’s fortune. Wealth tracker
Celebrity Net Worth estimates his
net worth at the time of his death
at$500,000, although it said he
had earned millions during his
career from contracts with the
different teams and sponsorship
with brands such as Hublot,
Puma and Coca-Cola.

could you pay at auction?”

Maradona’s family has been through sev-
eral disputes in recent years, including a trial
with his ex-partner Claudia Villafafie for tax
evasion, procedural fraud and misappropria-
tion of 458 objects from his past as a soccer
player. His family and children have called for
unity in the recent weeks before his death af-
ter Maradona underwent brain surgery to re-
move a blood clot, which he was recovering
from. “We have to be more united than ever,
hopefully we will do it once and for all now that
he is gone,” Walter Machuca, one of
Maradona’s nephews, told Argentina’s TyC
Sports.

‘Hand Of God’ shirt

could go for $2mn

THE SHIRT worn by Diego Maradona
when he scored his famous “Hand Of
God” goal against England at the 1986
World Cup in Mexico could be avail-
able for $2 million following the
Argentine’s death on Wednesday,
says an American sports memorabilia
expert.

The shirt is owned by former
England player Steve Hodge, who got
it from Maradona after the match in
which his attempted back pass led to
the controversial goal that helped
dump England out of the tournament
which Argentina went on to win in
Mexico.

“I was walking down the tunnel
and Maradona was coming in the op-
posite direction. I just tugged my shirt
and we swapped there and then,”
Hodge, who had been delayed on
leaving the pitch doing a TV interview,
told British media.

The shirt is currently on display at
England’s National Football Museum
in Manchester.

“It’s very difficult to gauge (the
value) with the “Hand Of God” jersey,
but I know that the owner was look-
ing for a$2 million private sale,” David
Amerman of Goldin Auction in New
Jersey told Reuters. “It certainly could
be a possibility, the values have
jumped quite a bit in soccer.”

Amerman’s firm is currently in-
volved in another auction together
with Sotheby’s called ” A Century Of
Champions,” which features a Jules
Rimet trophy which was presented to
Pele by FIFA after he won his third
World Cup with Brazil in 1970.

The trophy is expected to sell for
up to $800,000 and that sum could be
dwarfed if Hodge finds a buyer for the
Maradona shirt or if he puts it up for
auction, although the 58-year-old for-
mer midfielder may not quite reach
his target price.

“It's very difficult to see how it
would get to the two million dollar
price, but I don’t see why an individ-
ual who had the money wouldn’t
want something like that - you can’t
really put a number on it. If you find
the right personin the right place, it’s
a realistic possibility,” Amerman ex-
plained. REUTERS
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Types Of Heart Attack

n the movies, when some-

one has a heart attack, that

person clutches his chest or

arm and falls to the
ground. Some people have ex-
actly that experience. But it's
also important to know that
not all heart attacks have the
same symptoms or severity. Ul-
timately, the seriousness of the
heart attack is judged by the
amount of heart muscle that is
permanently damaged. Your
cardiologist will assess this
damage through use of
echocardiography, which is an
ultrasound of the heart. Treat-
ment of a heart attack will de-
pend on the type and severity
of the heart attack. Several
types of heart attacks are dis-
cussed below, as well as non-
heart-related sources of chest
pain. Remember, every minute
you delay if it is a heart attack
could result in permanent
heart muscle damage or in-
creased risk of death.

STEMI Heart Attacks

An ST-segment elevation
myocardial infarction (STEMI)
is a serious form of heart at-
tack in which a coronary artery
is completely blocked and a
large part of the heart muscle is

unable to receive blood. “ST segment elevation” refers to a pat-
tern that shows up on an electrocardiogram (EKG). This type of
heart attack requires immediate, emergency revascularization
which restores blood flow through the artery. This revasculariza-
tion is achieved either with drugs in the form of thrombolytics
(clot busters), which are given intravenously, or mechanically
with angioplasty — a treatment using thin, flexible tubes called
catheters to open the closed artery. These catheters are posi-
tioned at the beginning of the coronary arteries (the arteries of the
heart), and contrast dye is injected through them to enable the in-
terventional cardiologist to gather images of any blockage in
the coronary arteries. Very thin wires (guidewires) are then ad-
vanced beyond the blockage and the clot is sucked out and/or a
small balloon is opened to push the blockage out of the way. A
stent—a metal, mesh tube —is often inserted at the same time to
permanently prop the cleared artery open to allow blood to flow

through.
NSTEMI Heart Attacks

Anon-ST segment elevation myocardial infarction (NSTEMI)
is a type of heart attack that does not show a change in the ST
segment elevation on an electrocardiogram and that results in
less damage to the patient’s heart. However, these patients
will test positively for a protein called troponin in their blood that

Dr. Amar Singhal

Senior Consultant, Interventional Cardiology

Action Balaji Hospital, New Delhi

tack consists of medication
and evaluation for whether a
blockage is present that
should be treated with med-
ication only, cleared through
angioplasty or treated with
cardiac bypass graft surgery.

Coronary Artery Spasm

A coronary artery spasm is
when the artery wall tightens
and blood flow through the ar-
tery is restricted — potentially
leading to chest pain, or blood
flow is cut off all together —
causing a heart attack. Coro-
nary artery spasm comes and
goes. Because there may not be
a build-up of plaque or a blood
clotin the artery, a coronary ar-
tery spasm may not be discov-
ered by an imaging test called
an angiogram that is typically
performed to check arteries for
blockages. Treatment for a coro-
nary artery spasm consists of
medications such as nitrates
and calcium channel blockers.

Cardiac Arrest (not a
heart attack)

In cardiac arrest, a person's
heart stops beating. Cardiac ar-
rest is not the same thing as a
heart attack, but itis worth dis-
cussing alongside heart attack.
Cardiac arrest can occur due to

a heart attack, but cardiac arrest can also occur as a primary
event. In other words, cardiac arrest can also occur for other
reasons besides a blockage in the artery. These other reasons
include electrolyte disturbances, such as low or high potassium
or low magnesium, congenital abnormalities, or poor pumping
function of the heart. In a heart attack, a person’s heart keeps
beating. A heart attack can cause life-threatening arrhythmias
(abnormal heart rhythms), like ventricular tachycardia (VT) or
ventricular fibrillation (VF). These arrhythmias result in cardiac ar-
rest within a few minutes because the heart is not pumping
blood to the lungs to pick up vital oxygen that circulates back to
the heart and to the body. Seconds count in treating both heart
attack and cardiac arrest. With cardiac arrest, the odds of survival
go down by about 10 percent for every minute until the person is
resuscitated. After 10 minutes the risk of permanent brain in-
jury is very high. Initial treatment will consist of cardiopul-

monary resuscitation (CPR) and defibrillation — delivery of an
electrical shock to restore the heart's rhythm. For people who are

is released from the heart muscle when it is damaged. In

NSTEMI heart attacks, it is likely that any coronary artery block-

ages are partial or temporary. Treatment for an NSTEMI heart at-

resuscitated and have a heartbeat but do not regain conscious-
ness, hypothermia protocols are sometimes used, where the
body is cooled for 24 hours then gradually warmed. This has
been shown to improve the odds of a good neurological out-
come for those patients.

Issued in Public Interest by Dr. Amar Singhal

The views/suggestions/opinions expressed in the article are

the sole responsibility of the experts.

ITUATED at the heart of Kolkata's busi-

ness hub, EIILM KOLKATA is a source of

professional education for building ca-
reers in management. It has been offering full
time programs since 1995. The institute repre-
sents a significant investment in human poten-
tial development in India in the evolving con-
text of the world. It supports the students with all
required inputs for acquiring positions in Multi-
national and National companies including
some of the Fortune 500's. Our students have
been selected by companies of repute like Gen-
eral Electric, ITC, Nestle, Kellogg's, Colgate Palmo-
live, HDFC Bank, ICICI Bank, Axis Bank, Federal
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EIILM—Kolkata : Building careers, nurturing talents

Panel Members with Introduction

trition (IHM), Library Avenue, Pusa, New Delhi

Bank, Asian Paints, Berger Paints, MRF Tyre,
Mother Dairy, BYJU's, OYO and others.

WITH a rich experi-
ence of over 35
years, Prof. (Dr) R P
Banerjee perfectly
harmonises acade-
mic brilliance with
industry expertise. A
Professor of Finance
and Ethics, he had
been an integral
part of Indian Insti-
tute of Management Calcutta for nearly a
decade.

Dr. Banerjee is the Member of the Commit-
tee for Higher Education Induction Program,
University Grants Commission (UGC), Ministry of
HRD, Govt. of India and the Board Member of
CMD of National Council of Science Museums,
Govt. of India. He is the Ex-Vice President at
Large of International Association for Accounting
Education & Research (IAAER), USA.

He holds a Ph.D. in Management from Cal-
cutta University, and has done his Post Doc Re-
search at Stockholm University. His publications
include more than 200 articles/papers in presti-
gious national and international journals. He
has authored 9 books, the latest being a Sage
publication entitled Art and Science of Manage-
ment in the Digital Era. He has co-authored
many more.
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Chairman & Director

Eastern Institute for Integrated Learning
in Management (EIILM), Kolkata

International National Panel Members with Introduction National
Webinar Name Prof. (Dr.) Bruce K. Behn, Ph.D, CPAis the Webinar Name Prof. (Dr) Ranjan Chakrabarti, Webinar Name ]
" . Associate Dean for Graduate and Executive " Hon'ble Vice Chancellor —Vidyasagar University “Post Corona India -
Global Economy: " . Health, Educa- -
ucation and Deloitte LLP Professor at The h . Mr. Rupak Barua Redesigning Educa-
Post COI"OEIa. University of Tennessee (UT) Haslam College t'°'? and Career in Director & Group CEO tion to Match Ca-
Opportunitiesand  fpysiness, UsA India - Post AMRI Group of Hospitals Obtionsin N
Prospects” Prof. (Dr.) Peter P. Miiller, CI0-Vanderbilt | Corona 2020" Mr. S.K. Dutt reer Uptions in New
International GmbH and MD-GMBP, Germany President — Leadership & HR, First Equals Realities”.
Date of Webinar and Member of various Advisory Board of orga- Date of Webinar Global, Alumnus — Oxford University, UK .
11.07.2020 nizations worldwide. 06.06.2020 Prof. (Dr.) R P Banerjee Date of Webinar
Prof. (Dr.) R P Banerjee Chairman & Director, EllLM-Kolkata 20.06.2020
Chairman & Director, EIILM-Kolkata
Theme of the Webina

Theme of the Webinar: Webinar on Global Economy: Post
Corona Opportunities and Prospects

The scale of Corona has reversed the modern living from “Inside Out to Out-
side In".The seminar identified the ways and means to redeploy the existing
potential of human being and re-scale the contents of the learners and the
youth across the globe.

sponded squarely
of almost twice of

Theme of the Webinar
Most of the western countries have focused on a nano-scale on the reme-
dial and preventive measures concerning public health. India has re-

by enhancing the investment in the sector to the extent
the current level. This would obviously multiply opportu-

nities in health and hygiene sector gradually and would pave the ways to
have new enterprises in place across the nation.

In the post-COVID world, ed

porate designs thereby mak
world.

support and background. However the content needs to be transformed
into a new one in accordance with the requirements of the learners . This
would help them have a better adaptability and suitability to fit in the cor-

Panel Members with Introduction

Prof. Anil Bhuimali, Hon'ble Vice-Chancellor,
Raiganj University, Govt. of West Bengal

Prof. Kamal Kant Pant, Principal / Secretary
Institute of Hotel Management, Catering & Nu-

Mr. S. K. Dutt, President — Leadership & HR,

First Equals Global, Alumnus — Oxford University, UK
Prof. (Dr.) R P Banerjee

Chairman & Director, EIILM-Kolkata

r
ucation would require a matching technology,

ing them better performers in the corporate

International Panel Members with Introduction . Panel Members with Introduction
Webinar Name Prof. (Dr.) R P Srivastava, Natl9nal Prof. (Dr.) Saikat Maitra
“World Beyond EY Distinguished Professor of Accounting !Veblnar Name Hon’ble Vice Chancellor, Maulana Abul Kalam
Corona-Trauma:The and Information Systems, School of Busi- Post CORO'\_IA . Azad University of Technology, West Bengal
New Emergence” ness, University of Kansas, Lawrence, USA Transformationin  Prof.(Dr.) R P Banerjee

Education & Chairman & Director, EIILM-Kolkata

. Prof. (Dr.) R P Banerjee Work"” Dr. Sanjay Muthal

Date of Webinar Chairman & Director, ElILM-Kolkata CEO- K:m¥emp0re &Independent
17.10.2020 . Date of Webinar Director on the Board of LIC
Theme of the Webinar: “World Beyond Corona-Trauma: The 13.06.2020 Dr.D. K. Ghosh

New Emergence”

The objective was to provide an overview of the new reality with the hope of Cor-
porate emergence in a new shape that would support human aspiration and need
in a new way. According to Prof. (Dr.) RP Srivastava, in hiring people firms need to
see the meritand must have qualities like right mindset, right integrity and right eth-
ical values. Prof. (Dr.) R P Banerjee discussed and presented his views from a differ-
ent perspective basing them on economy, health services, education and work. Dig-
ital components in Corporate decision making and execution are going to be the
priority. Would be managers require reorientation in profiles to succeed.

Former Chairman, ZTE, New Delhi &
MD — RADIOLINK Communications

Theme of the Webinar: The leamers have undergone assignificant de-
gree of trauma because of the pandemic that prevented them from being
physically present in their respective institutions. It has actually prompted to
have a technological revolution in the world within a span of eight months.
The world, therefore is going to take a new shape wherein the artificial will
collaborate with the factual.

National
Webinar Name “Pan-
Value Proposition”

Date of Webinar
29.10.2020

consequent changes in focus

markets and economies.

demic and the Post Covid Sources (L&T Constructions — Heavy Civil
19 World-HR’s Role and

Theme of the Webinar: Webinar on “Pandemic and the Post
Covid 19 World-HR’s Role and Value Proposition”

The recent studies conducted in the context of Europe and North America with
special emphasis on the Fortune 500 companies, has brought into focus some
of the dominant factors of which a few highlighting are:

1.Adaptability and conformity with respect to the changes in technology and

2. Quicker process of skill-engineering to suit the emerging situation of the

Corporate leaders have started playing a major role in not only maintaining the
balance of the corporate world but also multiply the scopes for a better living.

Panel Members with Introduction
Mr. Barttanu Das, Head — Human Re-

Infrastructure) Larsen & Toubro, Chennai
Mr. S. K. Dutt, President — Leadership &
HR, First Equals Global, Alumnus — Oxford
University, UK

Prof. (Dr.) R P Banerjee

Chairman & Director, EIILM-Kolkata

and parameters in the corporate context.
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