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The lockdown to contain the coronavirus outbreak has

disrupted supply chains. One crucial chain is delivery of
information and insight — news and analysis that is fair and
accurate and reliably reported from across a
nation in quarantine.

Avoice you can trust amid the clanging of alarm bells.
Vajiram & Ravi and The Indian Express are proud to deliver the

electronic version of this morning’s edition of The Indian Express
to your Inbox. You may follow The Indian Express’s news and

analysis through the day on
indianexpress.com
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ASTRAZENECA ADMITS TO ‘ERROR’

Oxford vaccine
viable even at

00-70% efficacy:
Serum Institute

ANURADHA
MASCARENHAS
PUNE,NOVEMBER 26

THE ASTRAZENECA-OXFORD
vaccine candidate, even at the
lowest efficacy of 60-70 per cent,
is a viable one against the novel
coronavirus, the Serum Institute
of India (SII) said on Thursday.

SII has partnered with the
University of Oxford and
AstraZeneca for the manufacture
and distribution of the vaccine
candidate.

"Even though the lowest ef-
ficacy results are at 60-70%,itisa
viable vaccine against the virus.
Thatsaid, varied age groups with
different dosage forms will re-
sult in slight variations and effi-
cacy. We must be patient and not
panic,” Sl said in a statement.

The statement — a couple of
days before PM Narendra Modi
is scheduled to visit the company
— comes amid an acknowledg-
ment on Wednesday by
AstraZeneca of akey errorin the
dosage received by some of the
study participants of its Covid-
19 vaccine candidate AZD1222
(named Covishield in India).

According to partial results

EXPLAINED

India trial
results notin

THE EFFICACY results of
AstraZeneca were based
on trials being con-
ducted in the United
Kingdom and Brazil. It
does not include the tri-
als of the same vaccine
being conducted by the
Serum Institute in India.
The results of the Indian
trials are expected to
come out in December.

announced on Monday from on-
going trials in the UK and Brazil,
the vaccine showed a striking
difference in efficacy, depending
on the amount delivered. A reg-
imen of two full doses given a
month apart was 62 per cent ef-
fective while participants who
received half a dose of the vac-
cine in the first round and then

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Protesting farmers at the Punjab-Haryana border, in Shambhu, Patiala, on Thursday. Harmeet Sodhi

‘DELHI CHALO’ AGAINST FARM LAWS

Farmers cross barricades, water
jets; Tomar, Rajnath offer talks

Protesters take over roads to Delhi; Amarinder, Khattar spar on Twitter

SUKHBIR SIWACH,
RAAKHIJAGGA

& HARIKISHAN SHARMA
CHANDIGARH, LUDHIANA,
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 26

ASTHOUSANDS of farmers from
Haryana and Punjab took over
national and state highways lead-
ing to Delhi on Thursday, Union
Ministers Narendra Singh Tomar

against the three new central
farm laws were camping for the
night on the highways.

A large group of farmers,
mainly from Haryana, were at
Panipat toll plaza, some 65 km
from the Delhi border on the
Delhi-Ambala highway; another
group of mainly farmers from
Punjab was camping at Karnal,
100 km from the Delhi border on
the same highway.

president Yogendra Yadav was
detained at Bilaspur village in
Gurgaon while leading a group
of protesters on the Delhi-Jaipur
highway.

As they converge on Delhi
from multiple directions, the
farmers are prepared for the long
haul. Their tractor trolleys are
laden with rations and bedding.
They are also on trucks, buses,
and jeeps; many are marching
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Tech reliance during Covid has Cracks widen
. . in Trinamool
led to new inequality, says CJI  .fer minister

Unfair criticism of Constitutional bodies: Justice Ramana

DIPANKAR GHOSE
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 26

CHIEF]JUSTICE of IndiaS ABobde
said Thursday that the “pan-
demic has been the biggest chal-
lenge in delivering unhampered
justice to the common man”,
and urged the government to
look for solutions for a “new kind
of inequality” that has emerged
from justice becoming “technol-
ogy dependent”.

The CJI was speaking at an
eventorganised by the Supreme

CJI spoke at
an event

to mark
Constitution
Day

commemorate
Constitution Day that was at-
tended by President Ram Nath
Kovind and Law Minister Ravi
Shankar Prasad.

In his welcome address,
Justice N V Ramana, the second
most senior judge in the apex

Court to

court, spoke of the “unfounded
criticism” that Constitutional in-
stitutions were facing and said
the only answer was to work
hard to fulfill Constitutional duty.
“Thereisatrend of unfairand
unfounded criticism against our
Constitutional institutions. Such
criticism destroys the public
trust, which harms the founda-
tion of democracy. The only an-
swer for this criticism is to work
hard to fulfill our Constitutional
duty. Nothing should deter us,”
Justice Ramana said.
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Need tighter supervision before
corporates run banks, say experts

GEORGE MATHEW,
SUNNY VERMA &
SANDEEP SINGH
MUMBAI, NEW DELHI,
NOVEMBER 26

NEARLY 27 YEARS after the
Reserve Bank of India allowed
private promoters to set up
banksin 1993, it is still adivided
house over letting corporates
run banks.

A cross-section of stakehold-
ers contacted by The Indian
Express, including three of the
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ten experts consulted by the
RBI's Internal Working Group
which last week favoured entry
of business houses, said compa-
nies can bring in much-needed
capital, business experience and
managerial competence into

banking. But they expressed
concerns over supervision of
related-party lending, especially
deals that hide behind complex
company structures or were
structured through lending to
suppliers of promoters and their
group companies.

One of the experts, Chandra
Shekhar Ghosh, who is the MD
and CEO of Bandhan Bank; said,
“There is a need for more banks
for growth in the financial sec-
tor. Maybe there are not that
many people other than the

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Adhikari quits
key office

ATRIMITRA
& SWEETY KUMARI
KOLKATA,NOVEMBER 26

RUMBLINGS WITHIN the ruling
TMCin West Bengal came to the
fore Thursday when minister
Suvendu Adhikari resigned as
chairman of the
Hooghly River
Bridge

Commissioners
(HRBC), and
party MP Kalyan
Banerjee was
named to the

Suvendu post with im-
Adhikari mediate effect.
Minister for

transport, irriga-
tion and water resources,
Adhikari has been distancing
himself from the TMC for several
months now, organising pro-
grammes without the party ban-
ner. Posters of ‘Amra Dadar
Anugami’ (We are the followers
of Dada) have been put up by his
supporters at several places, and
there’s intense speculation that
he may leave the TMC for BJP
ahead of the Assembly elections
in West Bengal next year.
Adhikari was not available for
comment Thursday, but a close
aide, who is also a TMC leader,
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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Foreign Secy meets
Nepal PM as Delhi
moves to repair ties

SHUBHAJIT ROY
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 26

IN THE first high-level diplo-
matic visit to Nepal since the
slide in ties after the boundary
row this summer, Foreign
Secretary Harsh Vardhan
Shringla reached Kathmandu
Thursday and met the country’s
leaders including Prime Minister
KP Sharma Oli.

Sources said that Foreign
Secretary’s discussions with Oli
— they had a one-on-one meet-
ing, apart from the delegation-
level talks — included a “candid
review of the state of the bilat-
eral relationship”, and the poten-
tial for bringing India and Nepal
closer.

Oli, Indian sources said, con-
veyed Nepal’s desire to build on
the momentum in the bilateral

Harsh
Vardhan
Shringla

EXPRESS NETWORK

RAJNATH: TALKS ON
WITHCHINA, NO
NATION SHOULD BE
EXPANSIONIST raGE 7

relationship and enhance the
level of engagement.

Sources said the special rela-
tions between India and Nepal,
and the importance of “respect-
ing each other’s sensitivities”
were noted during the meeting.

CONTINUEDON PAGE 2

Police cars, campaign crunched,
a candidate steps out of J&K cold

Choudhary Mohammad Yaseen Poswal, an independent
candidate, campaigns in Tral. Shuaib Masoodi

NAVEEDIQBAL

ARIPAL (PULWAMA),
NOVEMBER 26
AT 10 AM, Choudhary

Mohammad Yaseen Poswal
emerges from the security blan-
ket over the EDI building
in Pampore on the out-
skirts of Srinagar. A can-
didate in the first ever
District Development
Council elections in
Jammu and Kashmir,

rity personnel and chaperoned
to their constituencies.

This is the first step in the
Central government's bid torestart
the political process in the newly
created Union Territory with elec-
tions to 280 constituencies — 140
each in Kashmir and Jammu —
starting November 28. But

on the ground, there are
no posters, no party flags,
and very little talk about
the polls.

The only sign of an
election are security ve-

Poswalistheonlycivil- |DECISION| hicles passing by.
ian in the mini-convoy 2020 Moving swiftly, they
of two vehicles with — J&K — take 44-year-old
armed policemen. DISTRICT, Poswal, anindependent

With two days to go LOCALPOLLS  capdidate, to Aripal

for the first phase, and

criticism from the mainstream
PAGD alliance of being kept
away from the electorate, the
candidates are flanked by secu-

tehsil in the Tral area of
Pulwama, about 70 km south.
Off the main road, is an open
field of boulders, after which the
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Two Armymen
killed in J&K
firing, hunt

on for gunmen

BASHAARAT MASOOD
SRINAGAR,NOVEMBER 26

TWO SOLDIERS of the Army's
Quick Reaction Team suc-
cumbed to bullet injuries
Thursday afternoon after two
militants opened indiscriminate
fire at a convoy deployed on the
road at Zainakote in Srinagar's
suburbs, less than 2 km from the
headquarters of the counter-
insurgency Kilo Force.

J&K Police sources told The
Indian Express that a joint search
operation has been launched to
nab the gunmen who were
armed with automatic
weapons, wearing combat fa-
tigues and travelling in a Maruti
car in the high-security zone.
Police suspect that the attack-
ers were Pakistani terrorists
from the Jaish-e-Mohammad
(JeM).

“Terrorists fired indiscrimi-
nately at the Quick Reaction Team
of Indian Army in Aban Shah
Chowk, HMT, Khushipora,
Srinagar today afternoon. Two sol-
diers were critically injured and
were evacuated to the nearest

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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PARTHA SARATHI
BISWAS
PUNE,NOVEMBER 26

THE COVID-19lockdown couldn't
have come atamore inopportune
time for Amol Gorhe, who was in
the middle of expanding his
Greenfield Agro Limited business.
Eventually, Gorhe proved the best
man at the worst time, as he kept
his business of delivering fresh
supplies from Nashik fields to
doorsteps in Thane and Navi
Mumbai running through those
days —notjusthelping many pre-
vent unnecessary Covid risks, but
also averting job and other losses

Field

e TR FE TS government trusted us due to our
& Theinfiar EXPRESS experience and goodwill."
i e el B Gorhe's primary concern was
1 g:_‘:g:'g?ﬁ T e E&Ruﬂ ﬂ W stan ensuring the safety of delivery
. PR S boys, drivers, etc going to
doorsteps at a time when Covid
é- -i e T T e e e T T was new and Mumbai and its sub-
for many. = ' urbs among the worst-hit. Masks,

Every year since 2016, The
Indian Express has been marking
the 26/11 terror attacks on
Mumbai with stories of strength
andapublicevent showcasing the
spiritof the survivors. This year, the
ones who most powerfully epito-
mise that spirit are the corona war-
riors, women and men at the
frontlines against Covid-19.

Nashik-based Gorhe started

AGreenfield team in Navi Mumbai during the lockdown. Express

SFreren @) L hungama
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Greenfield Agro in 2012. “As a
third-party auditor for export
houses, I realised that scientifically
grown and healthy vegetables
were not easily available to our do-
mestic consumers. Such produce

would mostly leave for overseas
markets,” he says.

Gorhe found success early,
building a dependable value
chain,and abusiness with annual
earnings of around Rs 70 lakh.

“As the next step, we were plan-
ning an app-based service which
would allow consumers to pre-
order, which would help farmers
grow their produce accordingly,”

he says.
N N

Then came the lockdown in
end-March. “As the supply chain
for essentials stopped abruptly,
firms like ours were asked by the
state government to step in. The
challenges wereimmense but the

New Delhi

sanitisers and gloves became a
part and parcel of Greenfield
Agro's delivery SOP, along with
packed water bottles and tiffins to
ensure the employeesdidn'thave
to stop for anything on the way.
“Our people would go right
into buildings where there were
suspected cases. There were in-
stances of societies not disclosing
they had patients on their prem-

S to doorsteps Nashik businessman keeps supply chain running
it |

ises,” he says.

On average, Greenfield Agro
managed to deliver three-four
tonnes of essentials like fruits, veg-
etables, pulses daily.

Realising that daily wage earn-
ers like newspaper delivery boys
were out of work, Gorhe, whose
orders had shot up, decided to hire
them. “We trained them and now
they are getting calls from other
players needing them.”

The40-year-oldis grateful that
notasingle personin his teamcon-
tracted the infection. He is also
grateful for the lesson the experi-
ence taughthim, he says. "Re-look
atthe way welive and concentrate
onwhatl call the essentials”.
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association with Pakistan. Yet, for the Sindhi owners of the chain, the name is a reminder of alost homeland

and a Partition unlike any other.
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ANIMAL REMAINS
DISCOVERED

The 150-yr-old remains
were at the Pune metro
construction site

WHY IT MAY BEA LONG
WINTER FOR ECONOMY

Public sector
investments are likely
toremain depressed

hit some of J&K most
prominent names

NEW EPISODE EVERYDAY

In today’s episode, we looking at a scandal
regarding regularisation of land that has
sparked controversy in Jammu and

Kashmir

FROMPAGE ONE

J&K candidate

mobile network disappears.
Another kilometre-and-a-half
uphill, is Bangidar village in
Satoora, ready for a meeting un-
derablacktarpaulin sheet tied to
atree.

With his 19-year-old son
Younis running the campaign,
this is Poswal's first visit to the
constituency since he filed his
nomination on November 18.
And with snow falling, the resi-
dents -- all from the Gujjar com-
munity that Poswal represents -
-jostle under the tarpaulin sheet
and take turns to raise issues.
“Even after years of electing lead-
ers, we are waiting for basic facil-
ities like road and electricity. We
have seen a difficult life, should
our children face the same fu-
ture?” asks a voter.

For an Assembly or
Parliament election, the Gujjar
community vote is relatively
small. However, the DDC elec-
tions provide the opportunity to
elect more representatives.

Poswal's promise is the im-
plementation of the Forest Rights
Act, 2006 that aims to empower
nomadic communities, such as
the Gujjars and Bakerwals, by
granting rights to habitat and
livelihood. But his voters' expec-
tations are far lower -- within
sight is a log of wood that serves
as a bridge between two sides of
the village.

For most residents, getting a
permanent bridge isamore real-
isticand urgent need. On the pe-
riphery of the group, Hafeeza
stands next to her two young
children. “Ilive in fear that one of
these days one of the children
might slip and fall on the river
bed.Evenifthereis nowaterinit,
they will not survive,” she says.
Standing nearby, Abdul Gani says,
“The stream is dry for two
months a year and we have lost
two peopleinit, including my sis-
ter.”

Abridge also means hope. “If
there is a bridge, then a road
might follow, a school, a hospital
and perhaps a better life,” says
Gani. Right now, the closest
school and hospital are about 2
km downbhill. “Whenawomanis
abouttodeliver, oran elder needs
urgent attention, they have to be
carried to the hospital,” says
Fareeda, another resident.

Most of the men work as
labourers. In a crowd of phirans
and caps, Poswal stands out in his
brown suit and chequered scarf.

As he starts speaking, the po-
licemen spread out around the
group, their guns pointing
straight. “Recently in Pahalgam,
homes of the forest dwellers like
youand me were destroyed. After
that, the administrationissued an
order to implement the Forest
Rights Act. I am hopeful that by
March 2021, this will be imple-
mented throughout J&K,” says
Poswal.

The lives of the community,
he says, are closely tied to the
forests they inhabit and they
should not be forcefully removed
from their “rightful place”. “Many
of them still use firewood in their
kitchens, so they need togotothe
forestsand collect firewood. They
have livestock that needs pas-
tures. It is inhuman to remove
them from this setting,” he says.

At Bandigar, a single electric-
ity line runs through the village
of about 200 households, most of
which do not own a gas cylinder.
For its residents, the biggest rea-
son to vote is that the candidate
is one of them.

At the market in Aripal,
meanwhile, another candidate is
shaking hands and passing
around his number. PAGD's
Manzoor Ahmad Ganaie also
brings up the “unique identity” of
J&K. After fouryearsintheBJP, he
says he was disenchanted and
joined the PDPin2019. “Iwantto
be the wvoice of the
youth...Questions of restoration
of J&K as it was pre-August last
year are up to our leaders,” he

says.

As soon as the candidates
leave the area, a group of young
men gathers in front of the local
bank. Many of them are not
aware of the polling date.
“Candidates are coming these
daysbutIdon'teven know when
the election is scheduled. Even
earlier, MLAs would come before
the election and then never look
back,” says Ehsan Ahmed.

With political backing, Ganaie
isbased ata hotelin Srinagar. But
as Poswal's campaign winds up,
after covering seven meetings in
different areas, he is taken back
tothe EDIcomplex.It's 5 pm,and
the gates close behind him.

Armymen killed

medical facility. However, they
succumbed to their injuries,”
Defence spokesperson Col Rajesh
Kalia said.

J&K Police said the soldiers
who died were from the
Territorial Army and identified
them as Sepoy Ratan (163
Battalion)and Sepoy Deshmukh
(101 Battalion).

The Kashmir Valley, especially
Srinagar city and its outskirts, has
seen at least five such “shoot and
run” attacks this year on police,
paramilitary and Army person-
nel:

B On October 5, militants
killed two CRPF personnel and
wounded three others in the
group near Kandizal on the
Srinagar-Jammu highway.

B On August 30, militants
fired on a J-K Police's Special
Operations Group (SOG) during
arifle-snatching bid. In the gun-
fight that followed, three mili-
tants and a police personnel were
killed.

BOn August 17, militants fired
onajoint security team at Kreeri
village in north Kashmir, killing
two CRPF personnel and a police-
man. Three militants and two
Armymen were killed in the gun-
fight that followed.

B On August 14, militants
killed two policemen at Nowgam
Srinagar on the Srinagar-Jammu
highway.

B On June 14, a CRPF officer
was killed and two personnelin-
jured in a similar attack at
Panthachowk on the outskirts of
Srinagar city.

Supervision
corporates which can start a
bank. In our country, for financial
inclusion and to reach more peo-
ple,youneed more banks. In that
sense, private entities, corporate
or non-corporate, both can to-
gether getalicence.”

When asked if he favoured
the entry of corporates into the
banking sector, Abizer Diwanji,
Partner, EY India, said, “Yes.... sub-
ject to fit and proper and con-
nected exposure norms.” The
amendment of the Banking
Regulation Act will “strengthen
controls”, he said. Diwanji was
also one of the experts consulted
by the RBI working group.

According to Ghosh, regula-
tors will have to introduce fresh
restrictions, different types of su-
pervisory systems to address the
questions being raised. “You can-
not say these groups of people
cannot come. Many of these peo-
ple are very good. In terms of gov-
ernance also, there are good in-
stitutions,” he said.

The IWG has proposed
amendment to the Banking
Regulations Act to tighten the su-
pervisory system before allowing
corporate entry into the sector.

Former Reserve Bank
Governor Raghuram Rajan and
Deputy Governor Viral Acharya
had criticised the working
group’s proposal. Former
Governors YV Reddy, D Subbarao
and several RBI officers -- both
serving and former —too had ear-
lier cautioned about enabling in-
dustrial houses to run banks.

But corporate leaders argue
forallowing business houses into
banking. “In principle, why not?
The country will benefit if good
businessmen running good com-
panies create good banks. But

on footas well.

Inthe afternoon, Agriculture
Minister Tomar sent conciliatory
signals to the protesters, telling
some reporters that the govern-
ment was ready to talk about
“issues and resolve differences”
with them.

“I want to appeal to our
farmer brothers to not agitate,”
Tomar said. “l am sure that our
dialogue will have a positive re-
sult.”

In the evening, Rajnath
Singh said he was the son of a
farmer himself, and that the
government could not “betray”
farmers.

“I appeal to them that end
your protests, [ invite them for
discussions,” Singh said at the
HT Leadership Summit. “l am
the Defence Minister, but as the
son of a farmer, as a farmer, |
want to invite them. [ am ready
to talk to them. We cannot be-
tray the farmers.”

Both Tomar and Singh
sought to persuade farmers
that the new laws would bene-
fit them, and that apprehen-
sions of the end of the mini-
mum support price (MSP)
regime and the mandi system
were unfounded.

Through the day, multi-layer
barricades comprisingiron bar-
riers, giant blocks of concrete,
and concertina wire put up at
various places on multiple na-
tional and state highways by
Haryana Police could not stop
the farmers on their “Delhi
Chalo march to force the Centre
toscrap the three farmlaws,and
obtain alegal guarantee of con-
tinuation of the MSP system.

HaryanaPolice used tear gas
and water cannon, and carried
out cane charges, but failed to

the full dose amonthlater were
found to be 90 per cent less
likely to develop Covid-19. The
average efficacy was pegged
around 70 per cent.

But on Wednesday, accord-
ing to reports, AstraZeneca ad-
mitted that the half dose was an
error since some of the vials did
not have the right vaccine con-
centration. In its statement, SII
said there were no concerns
about the trial in India.

"The Indian trials are run-
ningsmoothly with strictadher-
ence to all the necessary
processes and protocols. So far,
there are no concerns. However,
we are going through the data
thatis available and willmake a
further statement, if needed,"
the statement said.

Phase 3 trials are underway
across 17 sites in the country and
data on the Indian trials should
be out in a month or so, SIl CEO
Adar Poonawalla had earlier told
The Indian Express.

stop the protesters. Police have
taken over 90 farmer leaders
into preventive custody over the
last two days.

The situation was volatile
across Haryana's Fatehabad,
Jind, Panipat, Sonipat, Rohtak,
and Ambala districts. Police
were pelted with stones at sev-
eral places. There were reports
of clashes between police and
protesters in Ambala, Jind,
Fatehabad, and Karnal
Government and private vehi-
cles were damaged in Jind and
Ambalaas farmers clashed with
police at the Shambhu barrier.

Neither the statement by
Tomar in Delhi nor various at-
tempts by the government in
Haryana succeeded in pacifying
the agitated farmers. In the af-
ternoon, farmers' organisations
turned their backs on scheduled
talks with Chief Minister
Manohar Lal Khattar.

“The Chief Minister had in-
vited leaders of the farmers
unions for talks. They had
agreed, but some hooligans pre-
vailed upon the others, and the
unions did not come for the
talks,” Haryana Home Minister
Anil Vij said. He said district ad-
ministrations were continuing
totry tonegotiate with the farm-
ers' unions to avert disruptions
and prevent large crowds from
gathering in the middle of the
Covid-19 pandemic.

As the farmers continued to
break police barricades, Khattar
entered intoawar of words with
his Punjab counterpart Capt
Amarinder Singh. Both leaders
posted a series of tweets against
each other, with Amarinder ask-
ing Khattar not to use force on
the farmers, and the Haryana
CM accusing him of instigating

While scientists and experts
say avaccine with efficacy of 60
per centand above is good, they
have, however, raised concerns
over the company's communi-
cation strategy.

When contacted, Dr
Gagandeep Kang, virologist and
professor of Christian Medical
College, Vellore, said, "You need
tobe absolutely straight upfront
and transparent. We have learnt
that the low dose in the Oxford
study with higher efficacy was
anaccident. To first say thatlow
dose gives 90 per cent efficacy
and later say that the dose was
anerror creates doubt about the
process that is unnecessary.”

Saying she "trusted the re-
searchers at Oxford", Kang said,
"Usually when the researchers
at Oxford work on vaccines, they
go all the way through Phase 1
and sometimes through Phase
2 of the trial on their own.Iun-
derstand that in this case, they
were advised to not do every-

Farmers cross barricades, water jets

the protesters.

Non-BJP leaders in both
Haryana and Punjab have ex-
tended their support to the agi-
tating farmers. Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal said
peaceful protest was their “con-
stitutional right”, and criticised
Haryana and the Centre for us-
ing force on them. As the farm-
ers reach Delhi on Friday, the
largest numbers are expected to
try to enter the capital at the
Kundli border.

Haryana Police on Thursday
eveningadvised people to avoid
the points of entry into Delhi
from Haryana on NH 10 (Hisar-
Rohtak-Delhi) and NH 44
(Ambala-Panipat-Delhi). DGP
Manoj Yadava warned the gen-
eral public of inconvenience on
the roads to Delhi, especially on
the stretches between Panipat
and Karnal, Karnal and
Kurukshetra, and Kurukshetra
and Ambala.

“Our field units tried to pre-
vent farmers coming from
Punjab from entering Haryana
inarestrained manner... But the
farmers not only damaged the
police barricades, but pro-
ceeded by removing all the
blockades and obstructions.
Police did not use force, but the
farmers tried to disturb law and
order by throwing stones at po-
lice at many places,” the DGP
said.

The Centre has invited the
farmers for a second round of
minister-level discussions on
December 3. An earlier round of
talks between the government
and farm union representatives
on November 13 had remained
inconclusive.

Amid the protests, the
Ministry of Consumer Affairs,

‘Oxford vaccine viable even at 60-70% efficacy’

thing on their own and as early
as possible link up with a large
vaccine company. Oxford
started to work with
AstraZeneca and this error in
dosing may have happened in
that switch from doing early
phase studies themselves and
the later trials with AstraZeneca.
This would need to be informed
to the regulators and in the trial
registry.”

However, none of this is any
reason to dismiss the vaccine,
she said. "This is not a vaccine
that should be put in the dust-
bin just because of 60 per cent
efficacy. Itis a good vaccine that
hasexceeded the WHO and FDA
benchmarks. Thereis alot more
data to come and we will learn
more when it does," she said.

Virologist Dr Shahid Jameel
said he was intrigued by the re-
sults. "As a scientist, | am now
thinking what sort of response
would one get if the first dose
was even smaller - half of what

Food and Public Distributionon
Thursday said paddy procure-
ment during the ongoing kharif
marketing season was continu-
ing “smoothly”.

“Paddy procurement for
Kharif 2020-21 is continuing
smoothly in the procuring States
& UTs of Punjab, Haryana, Uttar
Pradesh, Telangana,
Uttarakhand, Tamil Nadu,
Chandigarh, Jammu & Kashmir,
Kerala, Gujarat,Andhra Pradesh,
Odisha and Maharashtra with
purchase of over 307.03 LMTs
(lakh metric tonnes) of paddy
upto 25.11.2020 against the last
year corresponding purchase of
259.41 LMT showing an in-
crease of 18.35 % over last year,”
the Ministry said ina statement.

“Out of the total purchase of
307.03 LMT, Punjab alone has
contributed 202.53 LMT which
is 65.96 % of total procurement,”
itsaid.

Food Ministry dataaccessed
by The Indian Express show that
about 202 LMT of paddy had
been procured in Punjab over
the last two months of the kharif
procurement season, from
September 26 up to
Wednesday.

This is 20 per cent higher
thanthe target of 168.66 LMT for
the current season, and higher
than the 161 LMT of paddy pro-
cured in the corresponding pe-
riod last year.

Procurement in Haryana has
been lower. Since the beginning
of the procurement on
September 26, about 55 lakh
tonnes of paddy had been pro-
cured in Haryana until
November 25, which is lower
than the 63 lakh tonnes pro-
cured in the corresponding pe-
riod of 2019.

they give -- whether by design
or accident, I don't care. Would
one get an equal or better re-
sponse then?" Dr Jameel told
The Indian Express.

Calling the results a "bless-
ingindisguise", hesaid, "Thead-
vantage is that if half or quarter
dose gives a better response,
then there would be twice as
many vaccine doses to vaccinate
people. That is a big plus. Many
scientific discoveries have hap-
pened serendipitously,” he said.

OnSaturday, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi is set to visit
Serum Institute of India "to un-
derstand the process of vaccine
production and distribution".
Officials said the PM would
reach around 1 pm and depart
around 2.30 pm. The PM visit
will be followed by avisit by am-
bassadors and High
Commissioners from around
100 countries, Pune Divisional
Commissioner Saurabh Rao
said.

there has to be a very clear and
sharp line between banking and
other businesses. While there has
to be alimited shareholding, it is
important there are nocommon
or overlapping directorships.
Also, there hastobe zerolending
to related parties of the group,”
said Naushad Forbes, Co-chair-
man, Forbes Marshal and former
President of CII.

A former RBI Deputy
Governor who did not wishto be
named said the reasons behind
barring corporate entry so far
were obvious. “These days the
RBIis working in close co-ordina-
tion with the Central govern-
ment. It’s not clear from where
thisidea has come. The RBIisim-
plementing whatever the gov-
ernmentwants. Thisisjusta pre-
liminary proposal. The RBI will
have to take the decision and the
Banking Regulation Act needs to

be amended,” he said.

Corporate houses were active
inthe banking sector five decades
ago till the banks promoted by
them were nationalised in the
late 1960s amid allegations of
connected lending and misuse of
depositors’ money. “The past
Governors of the RBI were against
corporate houses' entry during
their tenures in the last 20 years,"
said a former RBI official.

Prior to nationalisation, the
sector was organised in the pri-
vate sector. It was opened up
again post liberalisation with the
first round of licensing of private
banks in 1993. Since then there
have been two more rounds in
2003-04 and 2013-14. In 2016,
the RBI put in place a on-tap li-
censing regime of universal
banks. However, business houses
were not considered though
prominent corporate houses in-

cluding Aditya Birla Group, Anil
Ambani’s Reliance Capital and
Bajaj group showed interest in
2013-14.

Opposing the entry of busi-
ness houses in banking, former
RBI Governor Raghuram Rajan
and Deputy Governor Viral
Acharya said industrial houses
need financing, and they can get
iteasily, with no questions asked,
if they have an in-house bank.
“The history of such connected
lendingis invariably disastrous -
how can the bank make good
loans when it is owned by the
borrower? Even anindependent
committed regulator, with all the
information in the world, finds it
difficult to be in every nook and
corner of the financial system to
stop poor lending,” they said.

Way backin August 2011, the
then RBI Governor D Subbarao
said there are persuasive argu-

ments both for and against the
proposal of allowing corporate
houses in banking. Addressing a
meeting organised by Ficci and
Indian Banks Association, he said,
“By far, the biggest apprehension
isabout self-dealing -- that com-
panies will use the bank as a pri-
vate pool of readily available
funds.”

Tech reliance

Inhis address, Kovind said the
“notion of justice implies access
to justice.” “Improving access to
justice for all is a work in
progress...And on this count,]am
pleased that the higher judiciary
has been making available its
judgements in more and more
regional languages,” he said.

(JIBobde said that “very early
on”, the Supreme Court became
aware that the effects of the virus
had the “potential to threaten the

New Delhi

rule of law itself and completely
block out access to the justice sys-
tem”.

“There had to be an instant
mutation in the justice delivery
system and the choice was very
clear. Either to switch to virtual
hearing or the other option to
shut down the courts completely.
Throughout the current pan-
demic, the courts had todeal with
difficult situations pertaining to
migrant workers, woefully inad-
equate facilities for treatment of
dying men and women, dead
bodies not receiving burial for
fear of infection, inadequate hos-
pital beds and unaffordable costs
of treatment,” he said.

“Hearing matters through
video conferencing has given rise
toanew kind of inequality. It was
difficult to anticipate thisand itis
extremely difficult to deal withit
because we are caught in a bind.
Thatinequality arose because ac-
cess to justice has become tech-
nology dependent. Ithasbecome
difficult for those who do not
have access to technology to gain
access to justice,” he said, while
appealing to Prasad, who is also
IT Minister, to come up with a
remedy.

Attorney General of India KK
Venugopal said further innova-
tions to hearings by video confer-
encing, such as live streaming,
could beimplemented. “I canen-
vision one day, with the Law
Minister being present, he is also
in charge of telecommunications,
where every single subordinate
court in this country, every High
Court, will have video conferenc-
ing, video streaming,” he said.

Prasad hit out at criticism of
the judiciary that “goes beyond
propriety” and terms such as “ju-
dicial barbarism”.

“Oflate, I see alot of criticism
of the judiciary. Indian judiciary
from day one has always wel-
comed criticism. Why not? There
have been very recurrent criti-
cism of collegium and appoint-
ment of judges, on which some
of us also share our views. But
that is a different part while giv-
ing due respect to these institu-
tions,” he said.

“But of late, Isee a..disturbing
trend. The trend is that some peo-
ple have a view on a particular
case to be filed, or that if it has
been filed, that a judgment
should come. There are narra-
tives in the newspapers, there are
campaigns on social media as to
what kind of judgment should
come. And if the judgment is not
inaccord with that, then there is
further sweeping criticism. I
would say, if the judiciary has to
be independent, judges have to
be left completely free to decide
their cases in accordance with
law...statements like judicial
barbarismiis totally unacceptable,
regardless of the stature of those
that mention these things about
our judiciary,” he said.

Cracks widen
said, “It (his resignation from
HRBC) can be treated as the start
of his exit from the TMC.”

Adhikari’s father and TMC
MP Sisir Adhikari said he heard
on TV that his son had resigned
from the HRBC. He said if the
Chief Minister thinks Kalyan
Banerjee is a more appropriate
candidate for the chairman’s
post, then it’s up to her and “I
have no comment on that”.

A senior TMC member said,
“The Adhikari family always de-
cides as a family. So, if Suvendu
decides to quit the party, then it
is inevitable that his father and
two brothers will also leave. We
have to see what happens next.”

Meanwhile, Cooch Behar
Dakshin MLA Mihir Goswami
has also left the TMC.

“On October 3rd after an-
nouncing my resignation from
all organisational responsibili-
ties of the Trinamool Congress,
I had also said that I can also re-
sign from the post of MLA if the
party supremo instructs. It has
already been two months. I reg-
ularly share my thoughts with

people on social media about
my thoughts. Those who have
welcomed my thoughts, I
would like to tell them again
that over the last ten years, |
have been repeatedly neglected
and humiliated within the party
as a dedicated worker,”
Goswami said in a social media
post.

“The state leadership of the
party has remained silent and
has also supported it. Despite
repeated statements made by
me, | witnessed no change.
Today, I realise that the party |
had joined about twenty two
years ago is not the same any-
more. There is no place for me
in this party. So today I want to
end all ties with this Trinamool
Congress. | hope my long-time
friends and well-wishers will
forgive me,” he said.

A two-term MLA from
Cooch Behar Dakshin, Goswami
resigned from all party posts,
accusing poll strategist Prashant
Kishor's I-PAC of interference.
Once a TMC stronghold, Cooch
Behar went the BJP way in the
last Lok Sabha elections.

Foreign Secy

Both sides felt that “we
should focus on the positives of
the wide-ranging relationship,”
the sources said.

“Both sides shared their per-
spectives on boundary matters
and discussed ways to take it for-
ward under the appropriate bi-
lateral mechanisms,” sources
said.

The Nepal Foreign Ministry,
in a statement, said “They also
discussed the boundary matters
and exchanged views on com-
pleting the boundary work in the
remaining segments.”

Before meeting Oli, Shringla
met Nepal Foreign Minister
Pradeep Kumar Gyawali. In that
meeting, itis learnt that Shringla
conveyed an invitation from
External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar to Gyawali to visit
India for the next round of the
Joint Commission Meeting.

At the meeting, all facets of
the bilateral relationship were
discussed, the Indian embassy in
Kathmandu said.

Shringla also handed over
2,000 vials of Remdesivir to
Gyawali on behalf of India as
continuing assistance for Covid-
19 patients.

Following his meeting with
counterpart Bharat Raj Paudyal,
Shringla said, “We had a very
productive and useful exchange,
we went through a very large
number of issues of bilateral co-
operation. It shows the multifac-
eted and comprehensive nature
of our cooperation.”

“We both agreed on various
steps to advance some areas of
the cooperation... very good
progress on commitments made
by the leadership and looking at
some other initiatives that could
happen,” he said.

On his first visit to Nepal as
Foreign Secretary, Shringla is
meeting leaders across the polit-
ical spectrum — he met delega-
tions of Nepali Congress and
Madhes leaders. He also met
President Bidya Devi Bhandari.
He returns on Friday.

The visitis being seenasare-
ciprocal gesture following Oli’s
August 15 reachout via a phone
call to Prime Minister Narendra
Modi. While New Delhi is not
changing its stance on the
boundary issue, Shringla’s visitis
aimed at bringing the relation-
ship back on track, six months af-
ter the map issue affected bilat-
eral ties.

India’s inauguration of a new
road from Dharchula to Lipulekh
onthe Mansarovar Yatraroute in
May angered the Oli government
which came out with anew map
of Nepal, adding to it an area of
370 sq km at the tri-junction of
Nepal, India and China (Tibet)
which India maintains is its ter-
ritory.
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PROTEST AGAINST NEW FARMLAWS

At Delhi borders, police wall manages

to slow down marching farmers

SAKSHIDAYAL,
JIGNASA SINHA &
ABHINAV RAJPUT
GURGAON, DELHI,
NOVEMBER 26

HEAVY POLICE deployment
was seen at several borders of
the national capital through
Thursday as farmers from
Haryana and Punjab moved to-
wards Delhi to join the protest
against the new farm laws.

To slow their commute,
Metro services from NCR areas
to Delhi were also suspended
after police asked that entry be
restricted at stations.

And Friday promises more
of the same.

“Update for tomorrow
(Friday). As advised by Delhi
Police, Metro services will be
available only from Delhi to-
wards the NCR sections.
However, services from the
NCR stations towards Delhi will
not be available due to security
reasons till further notice,” the
Delhi Metro Rail Corporation
(DMRC) tweeted.

Delhi Police Commissioner
SN Shrivastava visited the bor-
ders in the afternoon. “Due to
Covid-19, public gatherings are
not permitted here. The farm-
ers’ request was rejected. If they
still make an attempt, we have
deployed personnel at the bor-
ders to not let them enter the
national capital. We are also in
contact with Punjab and
Haryana Police,” he said.

“Since farmers have blocked
the highway, there are going to
be some problems. We will try
to sort it out,” he said of traffic
snarls at border areas.

Barricades, boulders and
barbed wire were used by po-
lice to keep the farmers out. At
Singhu border, hundreds of
personnel from the Rapid
Action Force, Central Reserve
Police Force and Delhi Police
were deputed, along with a

iy

poster that read: “Due to Covid-
19, on the instructions of
DDMA (Delhi Disaster
Management Authority), any
kind of rally and dharna is not
allowed in this area. Action

Ghazipur landfill fire:
Summons issued to
EDMC commissioner

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 26

THE DELHI assembly committee
on environment has summoned
East Delhi Municipal Corporation
(EDMC) commissioner over the
fire that broke out at the Ghazipur
landfill site Wednesday. It took al-
most 24 hours to control the fire
atthesite.

Committee chairperson Atishi
said the committee will hold its
sitting Friday. The committee will
also visit the landfill site after its
sitting, Atishi said in a statement.

"The sitting has been called
to know the reason behind the
poor waste management of the
EDMC, why garbage continues
to be dumped on the landfill site,
and who is responsible for the
fire that broke out at the site.
Stringent action must be taken
against the authorities responsi-
ble for the fire," she said.

"The pollution levels in Delhi
go up in October and November
due to stubble burning in the
neighbouring states, which leaves
peoplein the city choking. The air
quality of Delhi has improved in

Water supply may
be affected today

New Delhi: A spike in
ammonia levels in the
Yamuna could affect wa-
ter supply in partsof the
capital Friday, including
Central, South and New
Delhi areas, the Delhi Jal
Board (DJB) said
Thursday.

A statement issued

by the D]B said thelevel 0.7 ppmat9pm butwas
of ammonia was in-  about 12ppm upstream
creasing at  the of the river near North
Wazirabad pond,which  Delhi’s Palla, against the
isexpectedtoaffectpro-  acceptable level of 0.5
duction at Wazirabad, —ppm. The DJB has the
Chandrawal and Okhla  capacity to treat 0.9
water treatment plants.  ppm of ammonia. ENS

“Water may be available
at low pressure Friday
morning and evening
and so on till theammo-
nia level in the river re-
duces to treatable lev-
els,” the statement said.

DJB officials said
ammonia level at the
Wazirabad pond was

It took over a day to control
thefire. Praveen Khanna

thelast five-six days, mainly since
the incidents of stubble burning
have decreased in the neighbour-
ing states," she claimed.

BJP, meanwhile, called the
summons a gimmick.

Delhi BJP spokesperson
Praveen Shankar Kapoor said,
"AAP government has failed Delhi
on pollution control. It first tried
toblame stubble burning in other
states for pollution in Delhi and is
now trying to shift the blame on
accidental fire at Ghazipur for the
last 2 days of poor air quality.”

Police deployed at Singhu
border on Thursday. Gajendra
Yadav

small group of farmers from
Haryana entered Delhi last
night and planned to protestin
Delhi but we can’t allow that.”
In North Delhi’s Majnu Ka
Tila, police detained several
farmers protesting near gurd-
waras and on the main roads.
At the Delhi-Sirhaul border,
where over 100 police person-
nel had been deployed, the en-
tire carriageway was barri-
caded and vehicles were
allowed to pass through in a
single lane. “Security has been

heightened from our end and
in Delhi as well, so there is a
backlog of traffic. Traffic has
been slow moving but there
has not been any situation of
traffic jams,” said DCP (west)
Deepak Saharan.

Meanwhile, Swaraj India
national president Yogendra
Yadav was taken into “preven-
tive custody” by Gurgaon Police
as he tried to march towards
the capital in the morning. “We
have taken him and 10-12 oth-
ers into preventive custody
from near Rathiwas village, just
off NH-48,” said DCP (Manesar)
Nitika Gahlaut.

Speaking to the media,
Yadav claimed that other pro-
testors who were meant to as-
semble at Bilaspur from adjoin-
ing districts of Rewari and Nuh
at 11.30 am had been stopped
by police near Dharuhera and
the Tauru road. “We were join-
ing our friends at the Bilaspur
toll plaza but police intercepted
us... We had decided to not in-
dulge in any clashes with police
at any cost; we would stop
where we were stopped and do
a peaceful demonstration
there,” he said.

“On this Constitution day,
the minimum decree of the
Constitution is being broken
and farmers are not being al-
lowed to raise their voices in
the capital of this country,” he
said.

Avil Saha, national convenor
of the Jai Kisan Andolan, said
farmers will reach Jantar
Mantar quietly: “They have
taken an oath and will com-
plete it — which is that the gov-
ernment should take back this
Act. They can delay this march
but not stop it.”
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MAMC to reopen
for students by Dec 1

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 26

FOLLOWING THE Union Health
Ministry’s directives, the
Maulana Azad Medical College
(MAMC) under the Delhi gov-
ernment has initiated the
process of reopening the med-
ical institute by December 1. All
educational institutions in the
country have been closed since
March in view of the coron-
avirus pandemic.

A notice issued by the dean
of the medical college on
November 26 states that the in-
stitute is working out the im-
plementation plan for phase-
wise rejoining of students. In a
letter sent on November 25 to
states and UTs to reopen med-
ical colleges, health secretary
Rajesh Bhushan advised that
sufficient number of Covid
beds be available in medical
college hospitals to facilitate
undergraduate medical train-
ing. The Union Health Ministry
has asked state governments to
initiate steps to reopen medical

Anoticeissued by the
dean of Maulana Azad
Medical College on
November 26 states
that the institute is
working out the

plan to implement
phase-wise rejoining
of students

colleges from December 1 or
before.

“As the college has to follow
the SOPs and guidelines issued
by the Central and state govern-
ments with regards to protec-
tion to be taken for the preven-
tion of Covid-19 infection, the
college is working out on the
plan,” the notice stated.

The medical students of
MAMC who work at its associ-
ated hospitals such as Lok
Nayak, GB Pant and Guru
Nanak Eye centre have been re-
questing authorities to begin
their medical education.

would be taken against viola-
tors”.

Meanwhile, at Jantar
Mantar around noon, over 70
farmers from the Sanyukt Kisan
Manch protested and were de-

tained by Delhi Police. Said a
senior officer: “We took legal
action against people who
were violating DDMA orders.
We had appealed to them ear-
lier but they didn’t listen. A
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RE-DRAW OF FLATS

General public is hereby informed that re-draw of flats under Haryana Affordable
Housing Policy 2013 of SignatureGlobal Prime, Sector - 63A, District
Gurugram, being developed by M/s SignatureGlobal (India) Private Limited
shall be conduct on 04/12/2020 at 04:30 PM onwards at Ground Floor, Tower
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SIGNATURE
7 . GLOB

With the help of live streaming/telecast of re-draw proceeding on youtube live.
Due to ongoing situation of Covid-19 pandemic, restriction were imposed by
Ministry of Home Affairs, over public gathering in order to prevent spreading of
coronavirus disease.

As per MHA/ DTCP Haryana Guidelines re-draw shall be conduct with maximum
strength of 50 persons including re-draw committee and staff at site, remaining
applicant shall participate in re-draw online after login into below provided link
onYouTube live.

YouTube Link - https://www.youtube.com/user/SignatureGlobal

Note: If any applicant wants to check his/her name in the list he/she may contact
to STP Office, Gurugram as well as the office of colonizer before draw of lots.
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3-STOREY BUILDING TO BE CONVERTED

Rajiv Gandhi hospital
to double up as Covid
vaccine storage centre

SOURAV ROY BARMAN
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 26

ATHREE-STOREY building in the
premises of the Delhi govern-
ment-run Rajiv Gandhi Super
Speciality Hospital will be con-
verted into a Covid-19 vaccine
storage centre, hospital director
Dr B L Sherwal told The Indian
Express Thursday.

Dr Sherwal said the centre,
which will occupy a space of
about 5,000 square metres, is
likely to be made functional by
mid-December. The decision
was taken following a review of
the building by a team of the
National Health Mission.

The hospital is located in
Tahirpur, near East Delhi's
Dilshad Garden.

Dr Sherwal said the three-
storey utility block of the hospi-
tal, which has 500 beds for
Covid-19 patients, has been
found suitable to be used as a
vaccine storage facility by the
Centre: "They require about
5,000 square metres of space.
The entire building will be used
and is likely to be made opera-
tional by December 15-16."

The building's electricity feed
will be modified to meet the re-
quirements of refrigerators that
will be used to store the vaccine.
While the ground and first floors
will be initially used by the
National Health Mission, the sec-
ond floor is also likely to be
utilised by them, Dr Sherwal said.

— BRIEFLY —

Constablefires
atgroundto

stopangry
crowd, Tinjured

New Delhi: A 40-year-old
woman was injured after
a Delhi Police constable,
who was surrounded by
locals, allegedly fired four
bullets inside a locality in
Rohini. The constable,
Punit Sharma, had re-
ceived a call Wednesday
about a fight between
neighbours and went to
resolve it. However, police
said locals surrounded
him and started to misbe-
have, following which he
allegedly fired four bullets
on the ground, one of
which hit the woman,
Madhu (40), on her foot.
Police said Sharma fired in
self defence. A case has
been filed against neigh-
bours for harming Sharma
while on duty.

2 held for fraud

Noida: Two persons were
arrested for alleged fraud
overinstallation of a tele-
com network tower.
According to police, the
accused allegedly duped
Rs 1 lakh after promising
rental money from a
tower that would be in-
stalled in the com-
plainant’s house. ENS

1,300 issued
challans
inNoida

New Delhi: Nearly 1,300
people were issued chal-
lans across Noida and
Greater Noida Thursday
for not wearing face masks

in public places, Gautam
Budh Nagar police said.

Dronesto

track leopard

Ghaziabad: Ghaziabad ad-
ministration has de-
ployed drone cameras to
trace aleopard which dis-
appeared in the campus
of Ingraham Institute,an
educational institute,
three days ago. The leop-
ard vanished in the
forested campus after in-
juring a gardener. PTI

The centre is likely to be made functional by mid-December

The Centre had recently
asked states and union territo-
ries to review cold storage and
refrigerated vans used for the al-
ready existing universal immu-
nisation programme. Under the
programme, around 28,000 cold
chain points are used, along with
700 refrigerated vans.

Five vaccine candidates are in
various stages of trial in India un-
der the Serum Institute of India,
Bharat Biotech, Zydus Cadila,
Russian Sputnik - Vin collabora-
tion with Dr Reddy and
Biological E respectively.

Serum Institute of India,
which is testing and manufac-
turing the Oxford-AstraZeneca
candidate, has said it will apply
for emergency marketing autho-
risation of the vaccine in a little
over amonth. The vaccine being
manufactured by them can be

stored at temperatures between
2 and 8 degrees Celsius.

The Centre has also drawn up
aplan under which the first dose
of vaccine, whichever candidate
is available, will first be admin-
istered to 1 crore healthcare
workers across the country.

Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal had also made a similar
suggestion recently. "The distri-
bution plan is being drafted by
the Centre. If they seek my sug-
gestion, I would say everyone is
equal and every life is important.
Corona warriors should be
picked for the first dose so that
they continue to fight the pan-
demic with courage. Then, vul-
nerable segments like senior cit-
izens should be covered
followed by those with co-mor-
bid conditions,” he had said ata
media conclave.

‘GOVT TO DECIDE ON NIGHT CURFEW, OTHER MEASURES WITHOUT LOSING TIME’

Delhi ramped up RT-PCR testing
after proddlng, many lives lost HC

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 26

THE DELHI High Court Thursday
said it took pushing and prodding
from the court to make the Delhi
government ramp up RT-PCR
Covid testing in the national cap-
ital, butit has come at the cost of
people's lives. The court said it
was for the Delhi government to
take a call whether night curfew
isrequired to be imposed in Delhi
or some parts, or if some other
measures need to be adopted.

The capital Thursday re-
ported 91 new deaths, taking the
toll to 8,811,and 5,475 cases, tak-
ing the total case count to
5,51,262.

“Atwhat cost? Take the num-
ber of deaths that have taken place
this month and you will see the
cost that people have paid foryou
to bring up your number of test-
ing through RT-PCR,” observed
the division bench of Justices
Hima Kohli and Subramonium
Prasad, in response to a govern-
ment submission that more than
40,000 samples were taken on
Wednesday for RT-PCR testing.

When the state attempted to
compare figures of other cities,
the court said, “What solace is it
for those who have lost their
family members and loved ones
that the comparative rate of
death is lower in Delhi as com-
pared to other states.”

On whether Delhi was taking
any cue from other states, which
are imposing night curfew or
weekend lockdown, senior advo-
cate Sandeep Sethi submitted that
the government was considering
whatkind of curfew could be im-
posed. “We are taking a holistic
view,” submitted the government,

Covid testing underway at New Delhi railway station, Thursday. Amit Mehra

adding it would come toa conclu-
sion in the next couple of days.

However, when the court
asked if the government was
proposing to impose the cur-
few as recommended by the
Centre, it submitted: “We are
still actively considering it.
There is no decision to impose
or to implement it.”

The courtasked, “as active as
the Covid spread?”, to which the
government counsel responded
that there has been a substantial
improvement and it is only a
matter of taking up the challenge
on a day-to-day basis and pass-
ing appropriate orders. The
Centre submitted that it was for
the Delhi government to take a
call on imposing night curfew.

In the order, the court, with
regard to night curfew or other
measures required to be adopted
to contain the virus, said, “Delhi
government shall take a decision
onthisand implement the same

Notice to CPWD over tree removal,
transplanting in non-designated area

SHIVAM PATEL
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 26

ASHOW cause notice was issued
to the Central Public Works
Department (CPWD) Thursday
by the Delhi forest department
to explain why trees removed
for construction of the new
Parliament building and ap-
proved for transplantation in the
Central Vista area were planted
elsewhere, forest officials said.

The CPWD was given per-
mission by the department in
October to remove 404 trees
from the site of the new
Parliament building, adjacent to
the current Parliament House,
and transplant them in eight
pocketsin the Central Vista area.
Forest officials said it was
brought to their notice that some
of these trees — aged 5 to 50
years — were transplanted in an
eco-park being developed by the
National Thermal Power
Corporation in Badarpur, close to
Delhi’s border with Haryana.

A forest department official,
on condition of anonymity, said,
“We have asked CPWD to con-
firm this violation and explain
the circumstances under which
it happened... We will take action
as required under the Delhi
Preservation of Trees Act, 1994.”

Trees uprooted from near Parliament being taken away for

replantation. Anil Sharma

Asenior CPWD official, con-
nected with the Central Vista
redevelopment project, con-
firmed to The Indian Express that
“some large trees” removed
from the site of the new
Parliament building were trans-
planted in the eco-park.

The official said on condition
of anonymity, “The decision was
taken after a lot of deliberations
with experts and exploring all
other options. The site is ulti-
mately an eco-park and we de-
cided to transplant some trees
there because there are space
constraints in the Central Vista
complex.”

“We transplanted some

smaller trees within the Central
Vista complex and some larger
trees in the eco-park because
they need more space and here
they will be in an 800-acre park,
which is also a Government of
India project. We will send a clar-
ification about this to the forest
department,” the official said.
According to permission
granted to the CPWD, it was also
asked to plant 4,040 tree
saplings of indigenous species
and of 6-8 feet height as com-
pensation for the 404 trees re-
moved for building the new
Parliament. These 4,040 trees
were also required to be planted
in eight pockets in the Central

Vista area.

The senior CPWD official said
about compensatory plantation,
“It may have to be done there
(eco-park)as no technically suit-
able and adequate land is avail-
able around (Central Vista). We
will decide appropriately.”

A forest official said, “Under
the Act, there is fine on the death
ofatree. At present, there appears
to be a violation... The CPWD
should have informed us before
changing the area for transplanta-
tion. We will hear the circum-
stances under which they
changed the areaand inspect the
site to see if transplantation has
been done in the proper manner.”

The number of trees re-
moved for transplantation s also
higher than what was men-
tioned to the Central
Environment Ministry’s expert
appraisal committee (EAC) in
seeking environmental clear-
ance for the project.

A letter from the Ministry
dated June 17, which communi-
cated the grant of environmental
clearance to CPWD, mentioned,
“Project proponent has also in-
formed the EAC that 333 trees
exist at plot number 118 (New
Parliament building plot). Out of
these, 100 trees to be retained
and 233 trees to be transplanted
and no trees will be cut.”

Ye gundagardi hai : Court to Rajasthan
police for forcibly taking away woman

SOFIAHSAN
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 26

THE DELHI High Court Thursday
termed Rajasthan Police’s action
of taking away a 26-year-old
woman from Delhi against her
willas “gundagardi” and directed
the state government to take ap-
propriate action in the matter af-
ter conducting an enquiry.
Ateam of Rajasthan Police had
Tuesday forcibly taken away
Sheena Choudhary from Delhi’s
Jamia Nagar, purportedly to
record her statementinacasereg-
istered there by her father alleg-
ing her kidnapping, abduction to
compel for marriage and wrong-
ful confinement. Choudhary had
earlier told Delhi police her fam-
ily was forcing her to get married
and she left home because of it.
On Thursday, in accordance

The court asked the
woman'’s family not
to contact her

with court orders, she was pro-
duced before the division bench
of Justices Vipin Sanghi and
Rajnish Bhatnagar.

Addressing a team of
Rajasthan police during a virtual
hearing of the petition seeking
herrelease, the court questioned
them for taking her away like an
accused and reminded them the
statement could have beenregis-
tered in accordance with the law
in Delhi. “She was not a minor.
She is educated,” the court said,
adding, “Ye gundagardi hai; police
ka kaamnahi hai”.

Calling police action of
forcibly taking her away from

NGO ANHAD's office in Delhi as
unjustified, the court said appro-
priate action would have been to
produce her before a local mag-
istrate here.

Choudhary told the court that
when she saw her uncle and po-
lice officials Wednesday, out of
fear she started running in the by-
lanes of the locality where she
was, and was suddenly pushed
into a car by a male police officer
when she reached the mainroad.
She told the court the officer
came with open arms and was
not in uniform. She further said
her phone was taken away and
the police team consumed liquor
on the way to Dholpur.

The court said if the allega-
tions are true, they raise very se-
rious issues with regard to the
working of the police force, and
called for aninvestigation and ap-
propriate action. The court said it

was not open for the male police
officer to forcibly push a woman
into the car: “She was not an ac-
cused but s stated to be a victim.”

Shealsotold the court that she
wants to keep in touch with her
family on her own terms. Her fa-
ther earlier told the court that
everyone in their family is well
educated and they have encour-
aged their children to pursue
higher studies. His daughter has
not been able to communicate
properly to them about the issue
of marriage, he said.

However, Choudhary told the
court she has said it hundred
times. The court told her father
sheisaresponsible daughter and
they cannot use force against her.

The court directed Delhi
Police todrop her at the residence
of an activist, as per her wishes,
and also asked her family not to

contact her.
TR N

without losing further time.”

The courtalsoasked it to take
concrete steps in each district to
involve market associations and
RWAs to spread the message
about maintaining social dis-
tancing, wearing masks and tak-
ing other necessary measures to
prevent Covid infection.

It also questioned the state
onmeasures being taken for ran-
dom checking of weddings to
ensure there is no violation of
the order limiting the number of
guests to 50. “What is your pro-
tocol? This is the season where
several marriages are being con-
ducted and are in the pipeline. To
make sure such marriage venues
don't become super spreaders,
you have to have protocol in
place,” said the court.

It asked the state to place on
record data regarding com-
plaints received and inspections
carried out which revealed viola-
tions, after the government said

a procedure has already been
laid out for enforcement.

The court asked the state and
Delhi Police to inform it about
fines collected under different
heads from violators of Covid
norms, and steps taken to utilise
them for Covid facilities and
fighting the infection.

Italso said thatin today’s time,
handing over of cash is to be
avoided and suggested that there
should be an online mode for col-
lection of fines from violators. “If
you don't have a portal, you
should create one,” said the court.

The bench further said it
would be appropriate that names
and numbers of Grade-I officers
posted in the 33 major private
hospitals, along with senior nurs-
ing officers, be made available at
reception centres of hospitals for
any person to approach them for
assistance, besides help desks
that hospitals have been directed
to set up by the state.

Gopal Rai
tests positive,
admitted to
Max Saket

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 26

DELHIENVIRONMENT Minister
Gopal Rai was admitted to Max
Saket Hospital Thursday, hours
after announcing that he has
tested positive for Covid-19.

A spokesperson from
Rai’s office said his condition was
stable. In a tweet, the minister
said that after initial symptoms,
he underwent a Covid-19 test
and the report has come positive.
The environment minister has
requested those who recently
came in contact with him to get
tested for the virus.

Rai had addressed a press
conference on air pollution even
on Wednesday. He also handled
a large number of outdoor en-
gagements over the last few
days, including the govern-
ment's awareness campaign on
the need to switch off vehicles at
red lights.

Rai is the third AAP govern-
ment minister to have con-
tracted the infection.

Deputy Chief Minister
Manish Sisodia and Health
Minister Satyendar Jain, both of
whom had tested Covid positive,
were also admitted to Max Saket
where they underwent plasma
therapy.

Gopal Rai

‘Confession leak’: Court tells
police not to brush it aside

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 26

THE DELHI High Court Thursday
gave aweek’s time to Delhi Police
to submit a status report on the
vigilance inquiry conducted into
the alleged leaking of a confession
statement of an accused in a
Northeast Delhi riots case. It also
asked police to indicate further
steps they propose to take.

Delhi Police counsel Amit
Mahajan earlier submitted before
the bench of Justice Vibhu Bakhru
that the vigilance probe, with re-
gard to leaking of confessional
statement from the case diaries,
has concluded. The court asked
police to make sure the report is
not “something brushed under
the carpet” or it will have to pass
adirection.

“What is the next step after
vigilance inquiry? It can’t be that

adocument got leaked,” observed
the court during the hearing of a
petition filed by Jamia Millia
Islamia student Asif Igbal Tanha,
against leaking of the “disclosure
statement” of his alleged confes-
sion by police to the media. Tanha
hasbeeninjudicial custody since
May. In its previous hearings, the
court had asked Zee News to dis-
close the source from where it got
the statement, after police as-
serted that none of its officials had
leaked the same.

Advocate Siddharth Aggarwal,
who represents Tanha, Thursday
submitted that the damage, by
publishing such a statement
when his bail was pending, has
beendone. “Icannot undo thatbut
it is for this reason that the pun-
ishment and penalty is the only
way for future deterrence,” he ar-
gued, adding that the publication
could not have been done even at
post-chargesheet stage.

However, the bench observed
thatitisadouble-edged sword to
look into as in some judgments,
courts have said you require full
reporting, even when the prose-
cution has been against report-
ing. “Reporting in some cases
would be necessary... the trial
has to be an open trial, except in
circumstances requiring other-
wise,” it said.

Aggarwal submitted, “An
open trial inside a courtroom, but
notin the realms of studios where
they are going to talk about tak-
ing my name, saying that I have
made (a) confession, reading that
confession as if that is the only
part of the chargesheet.”

He added that an inadmissi-
ble document was touted on na-
tional television as a by-product
of investigative journalism, and
argued that the state owes aduty
to the court as to what they have
done and found after their probe.

Devangana lawyer to police
in court: Show me one call
between her, Apoorvanand

ANAND MOHAN J
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 26

PINJRA TOD activist Devangana
Kalita, facing trial in a UAPA case
connected to the Northeast
Delhi riots, has cited
Parliamentary Assembly de-
bates on the anti-terror law
while arguing for bail, stressing it
was important to understand
these to get clarity on the Act.
The arguments were ad-
dressed by Kalita’s lawyer Adit
Pujari before Additional Sessions
Judge Amitabh Rawat. However,
his arguments could not be com-
pleted and will be heard Friday.
Pujari began by stating that
“the prosecutionis entitled to ask
atthe end of the trial for multiple
sentences, including death”,
however, clarity was lacking at
what stage of the trial Kalita was
eligible for bail. “To get that clar-
ity, we went through some
Parliamentary Assembly de-
bates... it is our endeavour to ar-
gue this bail differently because it
is in line with what UAPA says...
Intent behind the Parliamentary
Assembly debates is quite clear.
In UAPA, it is says this court shall

New Delhi

Devangana Kalita

notgrant bail if the perusal of the
case diary or report... is of the
opinion that there are reasonable
grounds to believe the accusation
against such person is not a con-
spiratorial allegation per se but
allegation of conspiracy backed
by facts on such persons is prima
facie true,” Pujari told the court.
He also told the court that
there were discrepancies in the
chargesheets filed against Kalita:
“In this chargesheet, police is
quite clear in saying that our plan
was to do a chakka jam and we
completely blocked Jafrabad road
under the Metro. The interesting
point is that the chargesheet
which relates to blocking of
Jafrabad Metro has nothing to do
with blocking of entire road...”
Pujari told the court that he

will “actually admit to a pre-
planned conspiracy to protest
against CAA and to hold dharnas.
Because there still has to be a
causal nexus between the
dharna and the violence. Have |
given any incendiary speeches?”

He went on to argue that po-
lice failed to establish a credible
link between  Professor
Apoorvanand and Kalita: “This big
brouhaha created on the aspect
that the PinjraTod girls are agents
of Mr Apoorvanand. [ would re-
quest with folded hands to the SPP
to indicate one call between
Apoorvanand and Devangana...”

Pujari further told the court,
“Thisis achargesheet where sen-
tences are written as if they are
pleadings. They are saying Umar
Khalid, the veteran of sedition... It
cannot be that when my bail ap-
plication is considered on such
pleadings and flowery words, to
deny me the opportunity of bail.”

Police had earlier questioned
Apoorvanand, a DU professor, af-
ter the Special Cell (New Delhi
Range) claimed to have found
links with Pinjra Tod. He has also
been named ina supplementary
chargesheet filed in connection
with the riot probe.
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AUDITED FINANCIAL RESULTS FOR THE HALF YEAR ENDED SEPTEMBER 30, 2020

FORM L-1A-A-RA REVENUE ACCOUNT FOR THE HALF YEAR ENDED SEPTEMBER 30, 2020 - Policyholders' Account (Technical Account) (% in Lakhs)
For the Half Year ended September 30, 2020 For the Half Year ended September 30,2019
Non-linked Linked Total Non-linked Linked
Particulars — _— . . .
Total Individual Individual Individual Individual
- - Group - - Group - - Group - - Group
Life Pension Life Pension Life Pension Life Pension

PREMIUMS EARNED - Net

(a) Premium 222,200 152,864 5,582 21,841 41,635 67 211 221,318 143,758 2,382 27,005 47,840 93 240
(b) Reinsurance ceded (9,890) (2,537) - (6,857) (496) - - (7,509) (1,871) - (5,146) (492) - -
(c) Reinsurance accepted - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
SUB-TOTAL 212,310 150,327 5,582 14,984 41,139 67 211 213,809 141,887 2,382 21,859 47,348 93 240
INCOME FROM INVESTMENTS
(a) Interest, dividends and rent - gross 72,069 59,831 928 2,952 7,763 51 544 61,883 50,136 676 1,926 8,551 78 516
(b) Profit on sale / redemption of investments 25,848 2,066 - 78 22,920 269 515 30,244 6,049 - - 23,679 427 89
(c) (Loss on sale / redemption of investments) (14,081) (354) - - (13,649) (57) (21) (9,473) (709) - - (8,656) (83) (25)
(d) Transfer/Gain on revaluation/ change in fair value 77,865 (386) - - 77,506 734 11 (22,548) - - - (21,720) (457) (371)
(e) Amortisation of premium/discount on investments 888 (439) (6) (51) 1,369 2 13 3,229 193 12 42 2,973 2 7
OTHER INCOME 881 841 6 18 16 - - 1,146 1,105 1 28 10 - 2
Contribution from the Shareholders' account 4,990 4,674 310 - - 6 - 2,475 - - 429 2,046 - -
SUB-TOTAL 168,460 66,233 1,238 2,997 95,925 1,005 1,062 66,956 56,774 689 2,425 6,883 (33) 218
TOTAL (A) 380,770 216,560 6,820 17,981 137,064 1,072 1,273 280,765 198,661 3,071 24,284 54,231 60 458
COMMISSION 11,209 9,204 94 663 1,248 - - 11,768 8,780 36 1,022 1,930 . -
OPERATING EXPENSES RELATED TO INSURANCE BUSINESS 44,683 35,175 398 2,777 6,322 4 7 44,722 30,653 130 3,736 10,183 9 11
Goods and Services tax on Charges 2,129 - - - 2,118 1 10 2,183 - - - 2,170 1 12
Provision for doubtful debts - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Bad Debts written off - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Provision for Income Tax 1,856 1,837 - 19 - - - 1,946 1,925 - 21 - - -

Provisions (other than taxation)

(a) For diminution in the value of investments (net) - - - - - - - - - . - - - _

(b) Advances & Recoveries 169 111 5 32 22 - (1) 44 31 1 9 2 1 -
TOTAL (B) 60,046 46,327 497 3,491 9,710 5 16 60,663 41,389 167 4,788 14,285 11 23
BENEFIT PAID (Net) 105,149 34,816 279 10,437 58,514 493 610 104,420 29,614 228 6,956 65,711 1,341 570
Interim Bonuses Paid 199 196 3 - - - - 153 149 4 - - - -
Change in valuation of liability in respect of life policies in force

(a) Gross 151,866 140,873 5,191 5,328 474 1 1) 135,046 | 120,528 2,114 12,678 (273) - 1)

(b) Fund Reserve 67,479 - - - 66,323 573 583 (27,014) - - - (25,477) (1,358) (179)

c) Amount ceded in Re-insurance § X - i - - , , - - -

(c) Al ded in Re-i (19,047) (15,581) (3,272) (194) (6,510) (6,233) (262) (15)

(d) Amount accepted in Re-insurance - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
TOTAL (C) 305,646 160,304 5,473 12,493 125,117 1,067 1,192 206,095 | 144,058 2,346 19,372 39,946 17) 390
SURPLUS/ (DEFICIT) (D) = (A) - (B) - (C) 15,078 9,929 850 1,997 2,237 - 65 14,007 13,214 558 124 - 66 45
Balance of previous year - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
APPROPRIATIONS
Reserve for lapsed unit linked policies unlikely to be revived - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Transfer to Shareholders' account 4,187 - - 1,885 2,237 - 65 2,528 2,411 6 - - 66 45
Balance being funds for future appropriations 10,891 9,929 850 112 - - - 11,479 10,803 552 124 - - -
Total 15,078 9,929 850 1,997 2,237 - 65 14,007 13,214 558 124 - 66 45

FORM L-2A-A-P&L FORM L-3A-A-BS FORM L-22A
BALANCE SHEET AS AT SEPTEMBER 30, 2020 (R In Lakhs) ANALYTICAL RATIOS
PROFIT AND LOSS ACCOUNT FOR THE HALF YEAR ENDED
As at As at Forthe | Uptothe | Forthe | Uptothe
SEPTEMBER 30, 2020 .
Particulars September | September SL Particulars Quarter | Quarter | Quarter | Quarter
Shareholders’ Account (Non-technical Account) (% In Lakhs) 30,2020 | 30,2019 No. September|September|September|September
SOURCES OF FUNDS 30,2020 | 30,2020 | 30,2019 | 30,2019
1;01' tl]lge I;ila(llf 1;01' tl’ée l(:llai]f SHAREHOLDERS’ FUNDS: 1 sNeegvr\;ll:rﬁlvl?:sses premium income growth rate -
ear Ende ear Ende .
Particulars Share Capital 201,288 201,288 - .
September | September ’ ’ - Participating policies 8.8% -6.1% 6.3% 0.4%
3[()) 2020 31()) 2019 Reserves and Surplus 444 - - Non-participating policies 7.7% -18.8% 20.3% 41.5%
’ ’ . . . - Pension 40.1% 15.1% -15.8% -16.9%
- Credit/[Debit] Fair Value Change Account (45) (47) - Non- Par Annuity 1008.9% 869.6% 173.7% -9.2%
Amo‘tl?;s t?“.Sf’T/r\ed fron:)the Policyholders Ac- 4,187 2,528 Sub-Total 201,687 | 201,241 - Non Par Pension -32.6% 24.2% -21.4% 16.9%
count (Technical Accoun - - Health -98.9% -99.3% -57.8% -54.6%
Borrowings - 318 - Group - linked -14.7% -12.4% 136.0% 49.8%
Income From Investments POLICYHOLDERS’ FUNDS: - Individual Life - Linked -55.6% -31.7% 29.7% 1.5%
- Pension - linked 0.00% 0.00% 0.0% 0.0%
(a) Interest, dividends and rent - Gross 4,974 4,621 Credit/[Debit] Fair Value Change Account 6,769 (299) 2 | Net Retention Ratio 96.7% 95.5% 97.0% 96.6%
. ST Expense of Management to Gross Direct
3 h ; 21.6% 25.2% 23.19% 25.52%
(b) Profit on sale/redemption of investments 81 147 Policy Liabilities 1,712,233 | 1,386,850 Premium Ratio o
' ' Insurance Reserves _ - 4 E;)m{nﬁssmp Ratio (Gross commission paid to 5.1% 5.0% 5.22% 5.32%

(c¢) (Loss on sale/ redemption of investments) (80) - ision for Linked Liabiliti . rossEteuI) :

o ' . . Provision for Linked Liabilities-Non Unit 5,570 4,954 5 Eﬂ% of policyholders' liabilities to shareholders! 1767.2% 1767.2% 1668.0% 1668.0%

(d) Amortisation Ofpremlum/d]scount oninvestments (131) (37) Provision for Linked Liabilities-Unit 534,024 558,412 6 Growth rate of Shareholders' Fund 8.8% 8.8% 9.0% 9.0%

_ _ - 7 | Ratioofsurplusto Policyholders' Liability 0.2% 0.6% 0.3% 0.7%
Other Income Sub-Total 2,258,596 | 1,949,917 8 | Change in net worth (% in Lakhs) 10,885 10,885 10,206 10,206
TOTAL (A) 9,031 7,259 Funds for discontinued policies 9 E’l{otﬁtlaftelr tatx/tTotzil Inc&;;lzg & ivested -0.5% 0.7% -0.7% 0.6%
E ther than those directly related to th - Discontinued on account of non- payment of premium| 60,347 68,542 10 | eoegs) o estate+foans)/iLash & investe 1.2% 1.2% 0.3% 0.3%
. Xpense o er. an those directly related to the 591 2,837 _ Others _ _ 11 | Total investments/(Capital + Surplus) 1850.6% 1850.6% 1751.2% 1751.2%
insurance business Funds for Future Appropriation 12 | Total affiliated investments/(Capital+ Surplus) 1.9% 1.9% 2.0% 2.0%
. . . u utu laty 13 | Investment Yield (Annualised)
C(_)ntrlbutlon towards Remuneration of Managing 139 139 - Linked Business } ) A. With unrealised gains
Director & CEO - Others 55117 40753 Shareholders' fund 2.8% 10.6% 10.2% 13.2%
. 4 Policyholders' fund
Transferred to Policyholders' Account 4,990 2,475 TOTAL 2,575,747 | 2,260,771 ? lCN};r? urﬁf.:d o
Bad debts written off - . APPLICATION OF FUNDS Ef;i;ifgi“c’i‘gaﬂng s o on% (o
Provisions (Other than taxation) INVESTMENTS Li[l\lllz)ildParticipating 26.4% 39.9% 3.5% 0.0%
(a) For diminution in the val fi tments (Net) -Shareholders’ 132,393 121,916 B. With realised gains
a) rordiminutionin the value ot Investmern © - - -Policyholders’ 1,760,193 1,413,843 Sha'reholders"fund 7.9% 7.9% 8.2% 8.4%
(b) Provision for doubtful debts - - : PRI TIn Policyholders’ fund
Assets Held to Cover Linked Liabilities 594,371 626,954 Non linked
(c) Others : - | | Loans 6,600 | 5272 Non Partcipating von | 7en | s bo%
TOTAL (B) 5,720 5,451 Fixed Assets 12,028 10,371 Linked
Non Participating 10.8% 5.8% 5.7% 8.7%
CURRENT ASSETS 14 | Conservation Ratio

Profit/ (Loss) before tax 3,311 1,808 ; . A
’ ! Cash and Bank Balances 8,045 17,842 i Eg;‘i‘?nke d ;g'gz’ gg'gg" ZZ;Z" ZBZ"
Provision for Taxation 482 141 Advances and Other Assets 98,176 86,988 - Pension (both Linked and Non Linked) 92.3% 68.9% 69.4% 71.9%
Profit / (Loss) after tax 2,829 1,667 Sub-Total (A) 106,221 104,830 . i’gi?slgncy Ratio (policies) 91.7% 87.3% 88.0% 89.5%
APPROPRIATIONS CURRENT LIABILITIES 98,705 96,669 For 13th month 76.2% 7\7.4% 72.1% 7}'6%
(a) Balance at the beginning of the year. (70,176) (79,454) Sub-Total (B) 103,406 100,202 For 49th month 45.5% 47.4% 43.5% 45.1%
—(A- For 61st month 36.9% 37.2% 30.0% 30.2%

(b) Interim dividends paid during the period - - NET CURRENT ASSETS (C) = (A - B) 2,815 4,628 16 P‘e’isisferi’;’;aﬁo (premium)*

) . MISCELLANEOUS EXPENDITURE (to the extent not ; R For 13th month 76.0% 77.9% 72.8% 75.0%

(c) Proposed final dividend - - written off or adjusted) For 25th month 60.7% 60.6% 62.7% 65.2%

For 37th month 56.1% 57.2% 50.5% 53.4%
d) Dividend distribution on tax _ . DEBIT BALANCE IN PROFIT & LOSS ACCOUNT i i i J
() (Shareholders' Account) 67,347 77,787 For 49t month 46.9% a8.7% #3.2% 44.4%
or 61st month 34.7% 34.6% 29.4% 30.2%
(e) Transfer to reserves/ other accounts - - DEBIT BALANCE IN REVENUE ACCOUNT (Policy- 17 | NPA Ratio
. holders' Account) ) B Gross NPA Ratio 0.5% 0.5% 0.1% 0.1%
Profit / (Loss) carried to the Balance Sheet (67,347) (77,787) TOTAL 2,575,747 | 2,260,771 Net NPA Ratio 0.1% 0.1% 0.0% 0.0%
Notes:

1) This disclosure is made in accordance with IRDAI Master Circular No.IRDAI/F&A/CIR/232/12/2013 dated December 11, 2013.

2) The audited accounts for the half year ended September 30, 2020 have been taken on record in the meeting of the Board of Directors held on November 23, 2020.

3) Prior period amounts have been reclassified/regrouped, wherever necessary, to conform to current period’s presentation.

4) *The persistency ratios are calculated in accordance with IRDAI circular no. IRDA/ACT/CIR/MISC/035/01/2014 dated January 23, 2014.The persistency ratio for the half year
ending 30th September have been calculated using policies issued in April to September and for the quarter ending 30th September have been calculated using policies issued
in July to September of relevant period.

For and on behalf of the Board of Directors

PNB MetLife India Insurance Company Limited, Registered office: Unit No. 701, 702 & 703, 7th Floor, West Wing, Raheja Towers, 26/27 M G Road, Bangalore -560001, Sd/-
Karnataka. IRDA of India Registration number 117. CI No. U66010KA2001PLC028883. The marks “PNB” and “MetLife” are registered trademarks of Punjab National Bank and Ashish Kumar Srivastava
Metropolitan Life Insurance Company, respectively. PNB MetLife India Insurance Company Limited is a licensed user of these marks. Call us Toll-free at 1-800-425-6969, . . . .

Website: www.pnbmetlife.com Email: indiaservice@pnbmetlife.co.in or write to us at 1st Floor, Techniplex -1, Techniplex Complex, Off Veer Savarkar Flyover, Goregaon (West), Place : Mumbai Managlng Director & CEO
Mumbai - 400062. Phone: +91-22-41790000, Fax: +91-22-41790203. AD-NF/2020-21/078. Date : November 23, 2020 (DIN : 00355075)
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GOVT 8 POLITICS

PM: Need deep study, End of an era: Farewell, Gogoi, Patel
discussion on ‘One

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
AHMEDABAD,NOVEMBER 26

SAYING FREQUENT elections im-
peded development and reiterat-
ing his call for 'One Nation, One
Election', Prime Minister
Narendra Modi called for a deep
study and discussion on the sub-
ject. The PM also advocated a
common voter list for all elections.

Addressing the All India
Presiding Officers’ Conference at
Kevadiya in Gujarat on the occa-
sion of Constitution Day, Modi,
speaking through video confer-
ence from Delhi, said, “One
Nation, One Election sirf ek char-
cha ka vishay nahin hain, balki ye
Bharat ki jaroorat hain. Har kuch
mahine me Bharat me kahin na
kahin chunav ho rahe hote hain. Isse
vikas ke karyon par jo prabhav
padta hain, use aap sab bhali-
bhanti jaante hain. Aise me One
Nation One Election par gahan ad-
hyayan aur manthan avashyak hai
(One Nation, One Election is not
justasubject of discussion, but the
need of the nation. Every few
months, elections are being held
insome place or the otherin India.
Youareall well aware of the effect
of frequent elections on develop-
mentwork.Insuchasituation, itis
necessary to have a deep study
and discussion on One Nation,
One Election).”

On the need for a common
voter list, the PM said, “Lok Sabha
ho, Vidhan Sabha ho, yapanchayat
chunav ho, iske liye ek hi voter list
kaamme aaye, iske liye hamein sab
se pehle raasta banana hoga (First,
we have to make way for a com-
mon voter list, whether it is Lok
Sabha, Assembly or panchayat
elections). Today we have sepa-
rate voter lists for every election.
Why are we spending? Why are
we wasting time?.”

Prime Minister Narendra Modi addresses the All India
Presiding Officers’ Conference on Thursday. P

He was addressing the con-
cluding session of the two-day
conference held on the theme of
‘Harmonious coordination be-
tween Legislature, Executive and
Judiciary - Key to a Vibrant
Democracy'.

In his speech that lasted
around 30 minutes, Modi invoked
Mahatma Gandhi while stressing
onthe need for citizens to perform
their duties as prescribed in the
Constitution. “Friends, our
Constitution has many special fea-
tures. But one very special feature
is the importance given to duties.
Mahatma Gandhi himself was
very keen about this. He saw a
close link between rights and du-
ties. He felt that once we perform
our duties, rights will be safe-
guarded,” Modi said.

Modi also called for a cam-
paign to popularise the
Constitution of India among the
youth, tweaking the common
'KYC'to 'Know Your Constitution".

"Friends, our attempts should
be such that common citizens
have awider understandingof the
Constitution. For that, itis very im-
portant to know and understand
the Constitution. Nowadays, we
hear ‘KYC'. It is a very common
word that means Know Your
Customer. It has been a very im-

portant aspect of digital security.
Similarly, KYC in a new form:
Know Your Constitution,” Modi
said.

Urging presiding officers to
take the lead in popularising the
Constitution among the youth,
the PM called for campaigns to
spread awareness about the doc-
ument, especially in schools and
colleges.

Modi said that the language
used in the Constitution is often
beyond the reach of the common
citizens forwhomitis framed. He
said the language should be sim-
ple and urged Speakers to help
with that task.

Later, speaking to the media
after the conference, Lok Sabha
Speaker Om Birla said a commit-
tee has been set up under the
chairmanship of CPJoshi, Speaker
of the Rajasthan Legislative
Assembly, todiscuss financial au-
tonomy for state legislatures. "A
number of legislatures have ex-
pressed their opinion that they
should also have financial auton-
omy, the way itexists in Lok Sabha
and Rajya Sabha... After this com-
mittee submits its report, we will
discuss the issue with chief minis-
tersand try toseeifalllegislatures
can have financial autonomy on
thelines of Parliament,” Birla said.

TMC wants Bengal Governor booked for
‘obstructing money laundering probe’

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA,NOVEMBER 26

THE TRINAMOOL Congress on
Thursday requested Kolkata
Police to book Governor Jagdeep
Dhankhar for allegedly obstruct-
ing investigation into a money
laundering case.

Dhankhar termed the allega-

tion “untenable” lacking knowl-
edge of “elementary constitu-
tional and legal aspects”.

A day after one Govinda
Aggarwal was arrested by
Kolkata Police ina 2018 case reg-
istered at Hare Stree police sta-
tion here, Dhankhar on
November 22 termed the arrest
“politically inspired” and said
thatitwas aimed atimpeding in-

vestigation against cattle and
coal smuggling.

TMC MP Kalyan Banerjee
said, “Those who obstruct a
criminal investigation can be
prosecuted under Sections 186
and 189 of the IPC. So, I will re-
quest the Kolkata Police to file a
case against him for the way heis
tweeting to intimidate public
servants.”

Ahmed Patel laid to rest in ancestral
village; top Congress leaders present

KAMAAL SAIYED
PIRAMAN (BHARUCH
DISTRICT), NOVEMBER 26

TOP CONGRESS leaders, includ-
ing former party president Rahul
Gandhi, were among those who
attended the burial of party vet-
eran Ahmed Patel at his native
Piraman village at Ankleshwar
in Gujarat’s Bharuch district
Thursday morning.

The body of Patel, who died
of multiple organ failure post-
Covid on Wednesday at
Gurgaon hospital, was flown to
Vadodara on a chartered flight.
From the airport, the body was
taken to the Ankleshwar-based
Sardar Patel Hospital and Heart
Institute which he helped
set up.

Chhattisgarh Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel, former Madhya
Pradesh Chief Minister Kamal
Nath and Congress general sec-
retary Randeep Singh Surjewala
were present at the burial. So
were Rajya Sabha MP Shaktisinh
Gohil, Gujarat Congress presi-
dent Amit Chavda, Leader of
Opposition in the Assembly
Paresh Dhanani, party leaders
Arjun Modhwadia, Siddharth
Patel, Madhusudan Mistry,
Hardik Patel and Independent
MLA Jignesh Mevani. Former
Congress leader Shankersinh
Vaghela was also present.

Tight security had been de-
ployed in the village, especially
near Patel’s residence. Seating

arrangements for the VVIPs
were made at the parking area of
HMP health care centre, a few
steps from the Congress vet-
eran’s residence.

Around 11 am, Rahul arrived
and met Patel’s son Faisal,
daughter Mumtaz Siddiqui and
his three sisters.

The pall was lifted by youths
dressed in PPEs. The body was
then taken near Patel’s residence
for family members and rela-
tives to pay their last respects.

From there, the body was
taken to an open field near the
burial ground where many of-
fered namaz-e-janaza.

Leader of Opposition
Dhanani said, “Not only Gujarat,
but our country has lost such a
dynamic person whose human
nature and behaviour attracted
many young political leaders.
The pandemic has taken the life
of a great person and left many
young leaders without a men-
tor.”

“He had identified many sons
of farmers from different corners
of the country and groomed
them into national leaders. We
wish his soul rests in peace.”

Late on Thursday afternoon,
Patel’s son Faisal said in a video
message, “I am thankful to all
the well wishers of Ahmed
Patelji, our father. We must re-
member Ahmed Patelji, a fine
example of morals, ethics, values
and culture. He was a gentleman,
a gentle soul, and we miss him
immensely.”

Tarun Gogoi’s body makes its final
journey in Guwahati on Thursday. AP

Patel’s three sisters watch his body leave
the home, in Bharuch district. Hanif Malek

Gaurav
Gogoi near
his father’s
body as
members
of the
Christian
community
pay
respects.
Dasarath Deka

‘Assam’s history won’t forget Gogoi’s contribution to public life’

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
GUWAHATI,NOVEMBER 26

ASSAM’S LONGEST-SERVING
Chief Minister, Tarun Gogoi, was
cremated Thursday with full
state honours after an emotional
farewell journey that slowly
passed through the roads of
Guwahati, lined with thousands
of residents waiting to pay their
final respects.

Stopping at a church, a

Namghar (Vaishnavite prayer
hall), a mosque, a temple, and a
Bihu field — in accordance with
Gogoi's wishes — the procession
finally made its way to the city's
Nabagraha crematorium where
the three-time chief minister’s
body was consigned to the
flames by his son, Gaurav.

Chief Minister Sarbananda
Sonowal, senior ministers, in-
cluding one-time protege
Himanta Biswa Sarma, senior
Congress leaders, leaders of op-

position parties and DGP
Bhaskar Jyoti Mahanta were
among those who laid wreaths
on the Congress leader’s body.

Massive crowds gathered
outside the cremation ground
and all along the way through
which the popular leader’s
cortege passed, showering petals
and capturing the moment on
cameras. Large television screens
were also installed outside
Nabagraha.

At the cremation ground,

Gaurav Gogoi said his father had
a final wish of travelling through
the state once. “We have decided
that his ashes will be taken to
Titabor (his constituency) first,
and then across the state,” he said.

The three-time chief minis-
ter, two-time Union minister and
six-time Lok Sabha MP died on
Monday at the age of 84 follow-
ing a nearly four-month battle
with Covid-19 and related com-
plications.

Since Tuesday afternoon, his

body had been placed at the
Srimanta Sankardeva
Kalakshetra, a cultural institu-
tion in Guwahati, for people to
pay their respects.

The state government had
also declared a half-day holiday
on Thursday.

“Itistheend of anera.. Along
era of Assam’s politics came to
an end today... Assam’s history
will never forget Tarun Gogoi’s
contribution to Assam’s public
life,” Sarma said.

Jharkhand Government
Health, Medical Education and Family

Welfare Department

NOTICE

Pursuant to the order dated 16.10.2020 of the Hon'ble Jharkhand High
Court, the Department of Health, Medical Education and Family Welfare,
Jharkhand invites eligible research institutions to indicate their Interest in
completing a comprehensive assessment of tobacco use, prevalence, pattern and
behaviour in the state as well as the implementation of the ban on the Pan Masala.
Interested organizations may submit "Expression of Interest" in detailed technical
and financial proposal in two separate sealed envelopes on or before 15"
December 2020 before 16.00 hrs. IST.
Detail information regarding the EOI can be seen at the official website of Health,
Medical Education and Family Welfare Department of www.jharkhand.gov.in.

PR 236345 Health Med Edu and Family Welfare (20-21)_D

Sd/-
Chandra Kishore Oraon
Special Secretary

AIMIM’s ‘inroads’ in Bihar elections
leave Congress jittery in Rajasthan

DEEP MUKHERJEE
JAIPUR,NOVEMBER 26

WITH THE AIMIM putting up a good elec-
toral show in the Bihar polls, the political
milieuin Congress-ruled Rajasthanis abuzz
with speculation of the party making in-
roads in Rajasthan.

The probable entry of the AIMIM in
Rajasthan has also prompted a response
from the Congress, which has accused its
chief Asaduddin Owaisi of being an “agent”

of the BJP.

Some Congress leaders feel that several
factors, such as discontent amongst the
Muslim community over the recent may-
oral elections in Jaipur, have resulted inan
environment fit for the AIMIM to cultivate
asupport base.

“Owvaisi is seen working as an agent of
PM Narendra Modi and the BJP, for the pur-
pose of weakening the Congress...,”
Congress MLA and party Chief Whip
Mahesh Joshi said. FULLREPORTON

www.indianexpress.com
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wenwtenders in.govin
PLACE: CHEHMNAE
DATE! 26112020 eond4E ercarain

= GOVERNMENT OF TAMIL NADLU
QFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER OF PROHIBITION AND EXCISE
___ EEHLAGAN, CHEPAUK, CHENNAI - B0 095,
TEMDER FOR PRODUCTION AND SUPPLY OF
POLYESTER BASED HOLOGRAM EXCISE LABELS

TENDER MG, 172020 CORRIGENDLUM MO, 4 TD THE TENDER
CORRIGENOUM ISEUED - TD THE HDTICE INWITIRG TENDERS PLUBLISHED IM"THE

CATED 20092020 AND CORRIGEMNDUM N0l PUBLISHED QM 29102020,
CORRIGENDOUMZ & 3 FUEBLIEHED DN 35,11.2020 AND UFLOADED IN GOWVERNMENRT

THE LAST DATE FOR THE RECEIFT QF TERDER FOR THE PROCUCTION ARD
SUPPLY OF POLYESTER BASED HOLOGRAR EXCISE LABELS 5 EXTENGED UFTO

THE TENDER APPLICATICN 'WILL BE OFERED O 11122030 AT 02,00 P8,
AMENOMENTS ARE MADE TD THE CLAUSES & CONDITIONS DF THE TENDER

THE CORRIGEMDUM NO.& HAYE BEEN UPLOADED IN GOVERNMENT WEBSITE

O lhe Commissooes, Proftbilion ard Exciss amd

ABO “THE DALY THARMTHE TAMIL DALY

Joind Gommsasionar - 11

Tender invsaling Aathonby

Govt. of Jharkhand Energy Department
Jharkhand Renewable Energy Development Agency (JREDA)

3rd Floor, S.L.D.C. Building, Kusai Colony, Doranda, Ranchi-834002.
Ph.: 0651-2491161, Fax: 0651-2491165, E-mail: info@jreda.com; Website: www.jreda.com

e-Procurement Notice

Tender Reference No.: 09/JREDA/LED/SSL/20-21

Dated: 25.11.2020

1 Name of the work Supply, Installation, Testing & Commissioning including 5
years Comprehensive Maintenance Contract (CMC) of 795
nos. of Solar Street Lighting Systems (SSLSs) with 7 W LED
light, 40 Wp Module and Lithium Ferro Phosphate Battery
on Turnkey basis at Goriyakarma Cluster of Barhi Block in
Hazaribagh District under Shyama Prasad Mukharjee
Rurban Mission in the State of Jharkhand.
2 Total quantity (Nos.) 795 Nos.
3 Estimated cost (Rs.) 1,06,92,750/-
4 Completion period 04 (Four) Months
5 Period of Contract 12 (Twelve) Months
6 Date of publication of NIT on website: 27.11.2020 (Friday)

http:// jharkhandtenders.gov.in

7 Date & time of Pre-bid meeting 04.12.2020 (Friday) at 2.00 P.M.

8 | Last date & time for receipt of online bids 21.12.2020 (Monday) upto 05:00 PM

9 | Submission of original copies of Bid fee & 21.12.2020 and 22.12.2020 up to 5.00 P.M.
EMD (Offline)

10 Technical Bid Opening Date 23.12.2020 (Wednesday) at 03:00 P.M.

11| Name & address of office inviting tender

Director, Jharkhand Renewable Energy Development
Agency(JREDA)3" Floor, SLDC Building, Kusai, Doranda,
Ranchi- 834002 (Jharkhand)

12 Contact no. of procurement officer

0651-2491163/67/61

13 Helpline no. of e-procurement

0651-2491163/67/61

www.jreda.com
PR 236291 (Energy)20-21*D

Any corrigendum/addendum can be seen on website: http://jharkhandtenders.gov.in
& www,jreda.com. Further details can be seen on website: http:/jharkhandtenders.gov.in &

Sd/-
Director, JREDA, Ranchi
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feqier 18/11/2020

| fafear faeen s fererrer | o | faferar =t|  eRveR Wi | @ gui | SeRER
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As GHMC poll campaign turns
ugly, cops warn of action
over ‘provocative speeches’

SREENIVASJANYALA
HYDERABAD, NOVEMBER 26

AMID A bitter campaign for elections to the
Greater Hyderabad Municipal Corporation
(GHMC), the Hyderabad Police Thursday
warned of strictaction against anyone trying
to incite communal tension in the city. This
came after Chief Minister K Chandrasekhar
Raogaveafree hand to the police toactagainst
“anti-social elements”, who are trying to de-
rive political mileage through “conspiracies”,
“false propaganda” and “provocative utter-
ances”. The Chief Minister said the govern-
ment has “definite information” that “anar-
chic forces” want to “manufacture riots”.

DGPM Mahender Reddy said they were
watching social media posts and incendiary
speeches of some political leaders and
warned of actionif they try to instigate com-
munal violence. Heavy security has been de-
ployed across the city.

The ruling TRS, BJP and AIMIM have
launched a high-pitched campaign with the
BJP —emboldened by the recent bypoll vic-
tory in Dubbak — bringing in several na-
tional leaders, including BJP chief ] PNadda,
Bhupendra Yadav, Smriti Irani, and
Devendra Fadnavis, whoreleased the party’s
manifesto Thursday. The manifesto prom-
ises Covid vaccine across the civic body, Rs

free metro travel for women and children,
tablets for government school students,and
flyovers,among others. PM Narendra Modi
and Home Minister Amit Shah may also visit
Hyderabad to boost the BJP campaign.

Meanwhile, police have booked BJP
Karnataka MP Tejaswi Surya for allegedly
trespassing on the Osmania University (OU)
campus without permission. The MP had
alleged that he was stopped by the police.

The campaign has seen several communal
remarksby BJPleaderswithsharpretorts from
the AIMIM camp. While the BJP has accused
the Asaduddin Owaisi-led party of sheltering
“Rohingyas” and “Pakistanis” in Hyderabad,
and called him “Jinnah’s new avatar”, the
AIMIM has claimed itisfighting elections “only
onthe basis of its development efforts”.

BJP Telangana chief Sanjay Bandi said the
“BJPwill conductasurgical strike on Rohingyas
and other illegals living in Hyderabad”.
Asaduddin Owaisi said the “BJPdoes not have
the strength to carry out a surgical strike
against China”. A war of words also erupted
between Sanjay and AIMIM’s Akbaruddin
Owvaisi after Sanjay called for demolition of all
“illegal structures” in the walled city. AIMIM
then dared the BJP to pull down the memo-
rialsof PV NarasimhaRaoand NTRamaRao
on the banks of Hussain Sagar, claiming they
were on encroached land. Sanjay then threat-
ened to send BJP workers to demolish the

GUE-TAT fer-Tn

25,000 as flood relief to affected families,  party headquarters of AIMIM.
g Kerala local elections:
TSy Officers to collect votes

NOTICE INVITING

from Covid-positive patients
e-TENDER

Thiruvananthapuram: Ahead of next month'’s local
body elections in Kerala, the state election commis-
sionon Thursday issued guidelines for voting by those
who have tested positive for Covid-19 and those in
quarantine. The elections to the three-tier local bod-
ies would be held on December 8,12 and 14.

According to the guidelines, the health depart-
ment will compile alist of Covid-positive voters and
those in quarantine. Those figuring in the list - till
the day prior to polling - would be issued special
postal ballot papers. Others who test positive after 3
pm on the day prior to the day of voting would be
allowed at polling stations during the last hour of
voting.

On the day of voting, polling officers would visit
each Covid-19 patient with postal ballot papers and
collect these papers with the vote in the same visit.
These voters would be informed about the visit in

(E),

The Executive Engineer
Postal Electrical Division, Tenth
floor, Meghdoot Bhawan, New

Delhi-01 invites on behalf of
President of India percentage rate
e-tenders on two bids system for
following works.

Name of work: SITC of 2x500
kVA indoor dry type substation at
Meghdoot Bhawan, New Delhi;
NIT no: 40/EE/PED/ND/NIT/
2020-21 dated: 25.11.2020;
Estimated Cost: X 62,88,193/-;
EMD: R 1,25,764/-

Last date and time of
submission of bid is 09.12.2020
up to 15:00 hours. Bid forms and
other details can be obtained from
the website https://dopcivil.
euniwizarde.com

advance through SMS and or calls. ENS

New Delhi
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VocAL ON GLOCAL

ON A mission to repair ties with Nepal, Foreign Secretary
Harsh Vardhan Shringla on Thursday landed in Kathmandu
and spoke to the local media in fluent Nepalese. His mother is
from the Himalayan neighbour, and Shringla knows the lan-
guage quite well. The Foreign Secretary’s proficiency in the
local language is expected to be an asset in striking a rapport
with the Nepalese leadership.

PANDEMIC POLITICS

AFTER BIHAR elections, the BJP has pledged free Covid-19 vac-
cine and tests for all in the Greater Hyderabad Municipal
Corporation polls as well. The promise in the party's mani-
festo for the Hyderabad civic elections comes just after Prime
Minister Narendra Modi warned against politicisation of the
coronavirus vaccine. During his meeting with chief ministers
over the pandemic on Tuesday, Modi, without taking names,
said that some people were trying to politicise the vaccine is-
sue. Earlier, the BJP had made a similar promise in its vision
document released before Bihar Assembly polls, drawing crit-
icism from opposition parties. But BJP leaders pointed out that
the Election Commission had rejected those objections.

DIFFERENT HOMECOMING

THE COMMEMORATION of Constitution Day organised by the
Supreme Court saw the presence of President Ram Nath
Kovind, besides the Chief Justice, other Supreme Court judges
and senior advocates and members of the Bar. For the
President, it seemed like a homecoming of another kind.
Speaker after speaker, such as Attorney General K K Venugopal,
Justices NV Ramana and R FNariman, and Supreme Court Bar
Association president Dushyant Dave, referred to Kovind's
long stint at the Bar, while the President himself recalled the
pro bono work he did as a lawyer. In his welcome to the
President, CJI S A Bobde said he would alternatively like to ad-
dress the President as "the most famous advocate in India."

BETTING BIG

WHILE IT is not unusual for politicians to announce big pro-
jections, Defence Minister Rajnath Singh on Thursday made
what, at least at present, appears to be a grand prediction.
Asked about the next big elections - in West Bengal —
said that the BJP will not just win there but can even win with
a two-third majority. “(I) cannot rule out the possibility that
BJP will be in a position to form the government with a two-
third majority. It (BJP) will definitely get the majority; [ am
confident,” he said at the Hindustan Times Leadership Summit.

Singh

ODISHA GIRL FOUND DEAD

Oppn seeks minister’s ouster
after couple’s immolation bid

AISHWARYA MOHANTY
BHUBANESWAR, NOVEMBER 26

TWO DAYS after a couple at-
tempted self-immolation out-
side the Odisha Assembly,
Opposition parties Thursday
cornered the BJD government in
the House over alleged police in-
action in the killing of their 5-
year-old daughter. The parents
have alleged that Agriculture
Minister Arun Kumar Sahoo
shielded one of the prime sus-
pectsin the case from arrest, de-
railing the police investigation.
On Thursday, members of
the Opposition parties including
BJP and Congress intensified
their demand for Sahoo’s resig-
nation, twice forcing the ad-
journment of the Assembly.

CBI files FIR
against former
J&K minister for
‘forest land grab’

New Delhi: The CBI has booked
former Jammu and Kashmir
minister Taj Mohiuddin in con-
nection with alleged illegal reg-
ularisation of encroached forest
land in his name under the
Roshni Act, officials said on
Thursday.

Along with Mohiuddin, a for-
mer Congress minister in the
erstwhile state, the agency has
also booked Mohammaed
Ramzan Thakur, former Deputy
Commissioner of Shopian;
Mohammed Yousuf Zargar, then
Additional Deputy
Commissioner; Hafizullah Shah,
then Assistant Commissioner
(Revenue); and Ghulam Hassan
Rather, the then Tehsildar. PTI

According to the parents, the
girl had gone missing from near
their house on July 10. Her re-
mains were found two weeks
later.

Opposition Chief Whip
Mohan Majhi said that they are
not satisfied with the decision to
transfer the case to the Crime
Branch as the minister could still
influence the investigation.

Sahoo Thursday said he wel-
comesafresh probein the matter.

The statement came even as
anaudio-clip of a purported con-
versation between the minister
and the sarpanch from the girl's
village, in the aftermath of the sui-
cide attempt by the parents,
spread onsocial media. Inthe clip,
avoice alleged to be Sahoo's is
heard chiding the sarpanch for
“instigating” the parents.

SLPs filed in top
court against
scrapping of
Roshni Act

New Delhi: A bunch of special
leave petitions have been filed in
the Supreme Court against a
Jammu and Kashmir High Court
order scrapping the Roshni Act
that gave proprietary rights to
occupants of state land, with the
petitioners pleading that they
never encroached on govern-
ment land and were never made
aparty in the case.

The SLPs moved by former
bureaucrats, businessmen and
retired judges challenged the
October 9 order of the high court
which declared the Roshni Act
“illegal, unconstitutional and un-
sustainable” and ordered a CBI
probe into the allotment of the
land under this law. PTI

DELHIMOVE TO BOOST INDIAN OCEAN SECURITY

Doval to visit Lanka,
Jaishankar Seychelles

SHUBHAJIT ROY
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 26

AT A time Chinese aggression in
the Indo-Pacific regionis evident,
New Delhi is moving in fast to
strengthen maritime security in
the Indian Ocean region. National
Security Advisor Ajit Doval will be
in Sri Lanka on Friday to hold dis-
cussions with key security and
defence ministers of Sri Lanka
and Maldives, and External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar is headed to
Seychelles.

Doval will be in Colombo on
Friday, where he will hold a NSA-
level trilateral meeting on mar-
itime security cooperation with
Sri Lanka’s Defence Secretary
Maj Gen (Retd) Kamal
Gunaratne and Maldives
Defence Minister Mariya Didi.

This mechanism is being re-
vived after six years — past meet-
ings were held in Maldives
(2011), in Sri Lanka (2013), and
inIndia (2014).

“The NSA-level Trilateral
Meeting has served as an effec-
tive platform for cooperation

External Affairs Minister
SJaishankar and National
Security Advisor Ajit Doval

among Indian Ocean countries,”
the Ministry of External Affairs
said in a statement Thursday.

The meeting will provide an
opportunity for discussion on is-
sues pertaining to cooperation
in maritime security, it added.
On the sidelines, the NSA is also
expected to have other bilateral
engagements, it said.

Jaishankar will travel to
Seychelles on Nov 27-28
November, after visiting Bahrain
and the UAE.

He will call-on newly-elected
President Wavel Ramkalawan
and discuss the priorities of the
new government and avenues
for further strengthening rela-
tions. He will also hold consulta-

tions with newly-appointed
Minister for Foreign Affairs and
Tourism Sylvestre Radegonde.
His visit assumes significance
asIndiais developing infrastruc-
ture at the Assumption island, a
key strategic project. Developing
infrastructure on Assumption is-
land in Seychelles is a key piece
in India’s proactive maritime
strategy as it counters China’s
moves in Indian Ocean region.
But President Ramkalawan
opposed the project in the
course of his political campaign.
Jaishankar’s visit is the first
in-person visit to Seychelles
since the Covid pandemic.
Seychelles, which is under strict
quarantine norms, has made an
exemption to allow the visit. “To
the best of our knowledge, no
other high-level visit has taken
place since the new President
took over. Hence, the External
Affairs minister will be the first
high-level visitor he will be re-
ceiving,” a source said.
Jaishankar, it is learnt, is car-
rying a letter from Prime
Minister Modi to the newly
elected President.

China talks on, but no nation
should be expansionist: Rajnath

Defence Minister says nearly impossible to execute another
26/11-style attack, India not shy of cross-border action on terror

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 26

STATING THAT no country
should harbour “expansionist”
ambitions, and each should de-
velop within its boundaries,
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh
on Thursday said that China has
“said another round of talks will
take place, but the dates have not
been finalised” yet.

“Talks are going on,and more
talks are going to happen soon,”
he said.

Speaking at the Hindustan
Times Leadership Summit, Singh
said India is not shy of taking ac-
tion across the border against
terrorism any longer, and that it
is nearly impossible to execute
another 26/11-style terror attack
on Indian soil today.

Referring to the ongoing
standoff with Chinese PLA at the
LAC in Ladakh, Singh said: “Like
Pakistan, we have another
neighbour who keeps raising
disputes about the border.” He
said there are “perceptional dif-
ferences between India and
China on the border,” but there

‘BJP ruling indirectly... should
seek votes on what it has done’

J&KPEOPLE'S Conference chair-
man and People’s Alliance For
Gupkar Declaration (PAGD)
spokesperson SAJAD LONE
spoke to NAVEED IQBAL on the
coming together of mainstream
parties and the alliance’s prepa-
rations for the upcoming local
polls. Excerpts:

What were your (PAGD)
motivations to contest the
DDC elections?

We are part of a collective
mechanism. Any decision made
collectively is binding on all the
members. | was part of the con-
sensus to go ahead and contest
these elections.... The elections
are being rushed through, cer-
tainly with motives other than
empowering people at the grass-
root level...

[ personally support partici-
pation in all elections, irrespec-
tive of any hostile conditions or
political compulsions. My debut
in politics was as a part of the
boycott ideology... And I can say
that it is an infertile concept...
Boycott disempowers people
and creates space for the very
people who you want to keep
out.

What did it take for all parties
in PAGD to come together?

I honestly feel that no one
needed to be persuaded...
Everyone felt we should come
together. There was an onslaught
and there was no other option...

How would you respond to
the Home Minister terming
the alliance the “Gupkar
Gang™?

[ honestly think that they
should have desisted from the
word “gang” under all circum-
stances. There are three former
chief ministers in this
alliance...There are members of
Parliament, central ministers.
There are so many former cabi-
net ministers...and most impor-
tantly there are thousands of po-

THEEXPRESS
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WITH
SAJAD
LONE
J&KPEOPLE'S
CONFERENCE CHAIRMAN

litical workers of these parties...

Did you, during your
detention, reflect on your
association with the BJP?

Yes1did... Let me explain my
point of view. When the 2014
elections were held, there was
no ideological mandate. All par-
ties have an ideological agenda
and a development agenda. No
single party secured seats be-
yond the 50 per cent mark to
pursue an ideological agenda. In
the absence of that, I thought
that the developmental agenda
is something that we can work
on...

..The government broke
midway and that was the end of
our alliance with them. We
fought Parliamentary elections
on our own, with a tag that we
had allied with them. Thatwas a
mere tag... Anew Union govern-

ment was elected which moved
very fast to implement its ideo-
logical agenda... My ideological
preferences were made clear on
August 4 when I joined the al-
liance meeting. Nobody forced
me toally with BJP...and nobody
could have forced me tonotbe a
part of the alliance.... But retro-
spectively, I regret my foolhardi-
ness and naivety.

One of the allegations the BJP
makes is that these are
District Development Council
Elections and PAGD is not
discussing development, but
speaking of special status and
the larger questions
concerning Kashmir. What is
your take on that?

We are aware that DDC elec-
tions are for basic grassroots
democracy and development.
But no election anywhere in the
country is devoid of politics. You
can’t de-link politics from elec-
tions...

What about the criticism
aimed at development done
by the popular governments
in J&K until 2018?

...Ifyou are going to compare
us with London or New York, we
pale in comparison. But you
compare us with an Uttar
Pradesh or a Chhattisgarh or a
Bihar, I would say we are doing
very well... We have not been a

role model state. But there is
hardly any role model state in
India... and we are a role model
state in many other issues. Not a
single farmer suicide, no dowry
deaths, no custom of dowry, lib-
eral people, more gender neutral
in terms of equal opportunities
for women than any other state
in India, incidences of crime
against women is very low... My
point is that if lack of develop-
ment warrants relegating a state
to UT, then they will have to rel-
egate all states.

The PAGD chairperson has
written to the State Election
Commission, stating that candi-
dates of the alliance are not be-
ing allowed to canvass in their
areas.

That is the feedback we have
got from the ground. There cer-
tainly is an explicit and blatant
bias in terms of providing secu-
rity to those aligned with the rul-
ing party directly or indirectly.

Do you view these elections
as an appraisal of the current
dispensation in J&K as well as
the Centre over the last 14
months?

We can’t have one election to
define this. The BJP has now
been ruling this place indirectly
for about two years... They
should seek a vote on what they
have done.... It's the opposition
that normally talks about what
has not been done or what has
been done badly. That right is
ours today...

When do you see yourself
contesting an election?

You have to ask the
Government of India when they
are going to conduct elections.
They have created stakeholders...
Now bureaucracy is a new stake-
holder. You really think they will
allow popular rule to come
back? I personally feelitisalong
distance away.

FULLINTERVIEW ON
www.indianexpress.com

Will remove all encroachments on state,
forest land: BJP promise for DDC polls

ARUN SHARMA
JAMMU, NOVEMBER 26

All STATE and forest land will be
retrieved from unauthorised oc-
cupants after demolishing struc-
tures raised on them, the BJP
promised in its vision document
for the upcoming District
Development Council (DDC)
elections in Jammu and Kashmir
on Thursday. The party also said
that criminal prosecution will be
launched against those, includ-
ing bureaucrats, who facilitated
the encroachments.

Releasing the vision docu-
ment, BJP chief spokesperson
Sunil Sethi said, “The BJP has zero
tolerance for encroachments.”

“National Conference offices

in Jammu and Srinagar are on
state land, their occupation of it
has been regularised under
Roshni Act. The Abdullahs’ house
inJammu’s Bhatindi area, where
two former CMs - Dr Farooq
Abdullah and Omar Abdullah -
live, too, is built on a piece of
land, a major portion of which
belongs to forests,” Sethi said.

“So in coming days, the land
from both these offices will be
retrieved and these offices
closed,” he said. Similarly, “if our
party comes to power in the DDC
elections, we will retrieve the
forest land on which Abdullahs’
house has been constructed and
restore it to forests,” he said.
“Forest land is meant for wildlife
and politicians and their houses
have no place onit.”

When his attention was
drawn towards a status report
filed by Divisional
Commissioner Jammu and
Principal Chief Conservator of
Forests in the Jammu Kashmir
High Court that B N College be-
ing run by former BJP minister
Abdul Gani Kohli and his family
in Channi Rama area of Jammu
is on state land, Sethi said:
“Whosoever has done encroach-
ment, all the land has to be re-
trieved from him.’

“Whosoever is involved - for-
mer CMs, their ministers, busi-
nessmen who are funding politi-
cal parties, bureaucrats and even
police officers,action will be taken
against everyone,” Sethi said.

Last month, the Anti
Corruption Bureau had indicted

Baseer Khan, an advisor to J&K Lt
Governor Manoj Sinha, in the
2009 Gulmargland scam.In2009,
the then State Vigilance
Organisation - now ACB - had
registered a case against 20 peo-
ple, including Khan, the then
Baramulla Deputy Commissioner,
and six other top bureaucrats for
allegedly misusing their official
position to transfer state land ear-
marked for development of
tourist infrastructure in Gulmarg
to private parties.

Apart from removing en-
croachments, the BJPin its vision
document promised improved
power and water supply,
strengthening road network,
promoting areas of tourist po-
tential to boost local economy
and create employment.

New Delhi

Defence
Minister
Rajnath

Singh

are “some agreements, protocols
that are followed by armies of
both countries to patrol” the Line
of Actual Control (LAC).

Problems, however, occur
“when agreed protocols are ig-
nored, he said.

Singh said: “We cannot allow
PLA to act on the LAC in an uni-
lateral way under any circum-
stances. We do not want war
with anyone, but to ensure war
does not take place, it is neces-
sary that we should always be
ready for war. We want peace.
Historically, India has never at-
tacked any nation or captured an
inch of any other nation. We pre-
pare for war to prevent war.

“But  want to reiterate: no-
body can occupy an inch of
India’s land.”

Singh also stated that India's
forces have been given a free
hand to “strongly oppose any
change on LAC".

With Thursday marking the
12th anniversary of Mumbai ter-
ror attack, which killed 166 peo-
ple,Singh said, “We can assure the
people that India has strength-
ened its internal and external se-
curity system toan extent thatan-
other 26/11 on Indian soil is now
almost impossible to execute.”

He said November 26 is con-
sidered very important in terms
of national security, as the
Mumbai terror attack made
India change its security strategy
forever. “No self-respecting
country can forget the 26/11 in-
cident... am proud that our se-
curity forces did not let a single
terrorist go back alive,” he said.

Ever since Independence, he
said, “there has been a constant
effort by the anti-Indian forces
to create an atmosphere of insta-
bility within India either by
crossing the borders or through
the borders...Pakistan has now
tried all the tricks on terrorism.”

Singh said a special force
named Sagar Prahari Bal is being
prepared within the Navy, which
will “not only protect naval assets
presentin the coastal areas, butit
willalso act as a force multiplier”.

Police personnel use water canons on farmers near Ambala
on Thursday. P11

No one can stop
us, say thousands
at capital’s borders

SUKHBIRSIWACH

& RAAKHIJAGGA
CHANDIGARH, LUDHIANA,
NOVEMBER 26

THE SAMYUKT Kisan Morcha
and All India Kisan Sangharsh
Coordination Committee
(AIKSCC), in a joint statement
said more than 50,000 farmers
were expected to be at Delhi’s
borders by Thursday evening,
and that their “numbers are ex-
pected to swell through the
night as thousands of tractors
and trolleys are carrying farm-
ers, women and children from
interior areas of Punjab”.

The statement criticised the
“inhuman, anti-people, RSS-BJP
Haryana government” for using
force against the farmers. It said
“massive protests have been re-
ported from farmers and indus-
trial workers in East UP, Bihar,
West Bengal, Odisha, Telangana,
Karnataka, Maharashtra, Tamil
Nadu, Andhra Pradesh, Gujarat
and Maharashtra”, as well.

Protesters including women
and children, gathered at the
Shambhu barrier near Ambala,
told The Indian Express that the
governments in Haryana and at
the Centre would not be able to
stop them from reaching Delhi.

“It is a huge mistake on the
part of the Haryana government.
Chief Minister Manohar Lal
Khattar should have understood
our plight and allowed us to
peacefully march... Nobody can
stop us,” a protester said.

Another protesteradded: “We
have enough supplies to camp in
Delhi for at least six months. We
areready tospend all winterinthe

capital, until the Centre listens to
our legitimate demands and
withdraws the farm laws.”

Among the participants of the
“Delhi Chalo” march at Shambhu
barrier was Sukhbir Kaur, 51, who
had come from Mangat village of
Dasuya along with her young
daughter Gursimrat. There was
alsoretired FCl manager Gurnam
Singh Dhumma, and 15-year-old
schoolboy Sachin Sharma.

“Khattar should not have
stopped us, he should know that
you can’t cow down a Punjabi,”
Rajinder Singh, leader of the Kirti
Kisan Union from Mansa, said.
Rajinder and a large group of
about 2,000 protesters broke
through the barricades on the
Sardulgarh-Sirsa road around 1
pm. “Haryana Police stopped us,
but Haryanvi villagers served us
langar at Hanspur village,”
Rajinder said.

Police accused the farmers of
violence. “They threw stones
when the police stopped them
from moving into Haryana (from
Punjab). The police asked them to
leave their tractors at the border
and move on foot. Legal action will
be taken against those who have
broken the law,” Hisar range IGP
Sanjay Kumar said.

Haryana DGP Manoj Yadava
said protesters from Punjab had
pelted nakas at Dabwali (Sirsa),
Dhanori (Data Singhwala), and
Tohana with stones. “They dis-
mantled the police nakas by using
unlawful force. They have tried to
travel towards Delhi. We have de-
layed their movement a lot by in-
stalling nakas at multiple places.
They are trying to jam the capital,
which shouldn’t be allowed,”
Yadava told The Indian Express.

If asked to, will march with
farmers in Delhi: Mamata

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA,NOVEMBER 26

HOURS AFTER Punjab Chief
Minister Amarinder Singh criti-
cised police action against farm-
ers marching peacefully towards
Delhi against the contentious
farm laws, West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee on
Thursday announced that if in-

vited, she will join them.

“The farm laws have
snatched the rights of farmers.
The laws will pave the way for
middleman and corruption...
The way peaceful farmers were
treated is highly condemnable.
They (Centre) cannot snatch the
democratic rights of farmers. I
fully support their protest and if
invited, I can also join (them),”
she said at a press conference.
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Kufri received fresh
snowfall on Thursday.
Pradeep Kumar

HIMACHAL
Several areas
inaccessible
after wet spell

Shimla: Most parts of
Himachal Pradesh, in-
cluding tourist hotspots
Kufri and Manali, re-
ceived light to moderate
snow and rain over the
last 24 hours, with some
higher reaches receiving
several feet of snow.
Remote areas such as
Dodra-Kwar, Pangi and
Spiti turned inaccessible
as mountain passes were
blocked and are likely to
remain cut off for the rest
of the winter season. The
wet spell, which began
Monday and continued
Thursday, has also led to
closure of roads and dis-
ruption in power supply
insome parts of the state.

ENS

RAJASTHAN
Wifesetsselfon
fire, mansends
videotoin-laws

Jaipur: Awoman died af-
ter allegedly setting her-
self on fire in Rajasthan’s
Jhunjhunu district, and
the act was video-
recorded by her husband,
who sent the clip to his
in-laws, police said on
Thursday. Six people —
the husband, his parents,
brother, uncle and aunt —
have been detained, and
a case registered against
them, police said. The in-
cident took place on
November 20, and the
woman was referred to a
hospital in Jaipur where
she died on November
22. PTI

WEST BENGAL
Minister
volunteers for
vaccine trial

Kolkata: West Bengal
Urban Development
Minister Firhad Hakim
has expressed his wish to
be a volunteer for the
Covaxin Phase III trial
scheduled to be held at
the Kolkata-based
National Institute of
Cholera and Enteric
Diseases (NICED). The 62-
year-old minister of the
Mamata Banerjee-gov-
ernment has also spoken
to the NICED officials and
expressed his desire to be
part of the programme. “[
want to help people. If my
contribution helps in the
treatment of people then
Iwill be more than happy.
Iam keen to be part of the
programme,” Hakim told
PTI when contacted on
Thursday. PTI

MAHARASHTRA
Toddlerfalls to
death from
seventh floor

Thane: A two-year-old
boy fell to his death from
the balcony of aflat on the
seventh floor of a build-
ingin Ambernath town of
Maharashtra’s Thane dis-
trict, police said on
Thursday. The incident
occurred in the early
hours of Wednesday,
when the toddler got out
of the sliding door of the
room, an official said. The
boy allegedly slipped
from the parapet of the
balcony and fell down,
the official said. A case of
accidental death has been
registered. PTI

FIRM OWES Rs 5,500 CR TO FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS Air pollutiOIl rising faster in S()uth

ED arrests Cox & Kings
promoter in PMLA case

KHUSHBOO NARAYAN
MUMBAI,NOVEMBER 26

THE ENFORCEMENT Directorate
(ED) on Thursday arrested Ajay
Ajit Peter Kerkar, the promoter of
bankrupt travel firm Cox & Kings
Limited, in connection with its
money laundering probe against
the company.

Cox & Kings owes Rs 5,500
crore to banks and financial insti-
tutions and it was one of the top
borrowers of Yes Bank Limited
when co-founder Rana Kapoor
was heading it. Yes Bank has an
exposure of more than Rs 2,267
crore to Cox & Kings Group. The
listed travel firm was sent to bank-
ruptcy court last October, after it
defaulted on payments.

Cox & Kings came under the
scanner after the ED initiated an
investigation into allegations of
kickbacks taken by Kapoorin lieu
of granting loans to several com-
panies that have now defaulted on
repayments. Kapoor, who is cur-
rently under arrest, has denied
these allegations.

In April, The Indian Express,ina
series of stories, reported thata fo-
rensic audit found the travel firm
did related party transactions wo-
rthRs 21,000 crore over four years
(2015-2019)tosiphon funds.Italso
found that Cox & Kings had falsi-
fied records, booked sales worth
Rs 9,000 crore to over 160 cus-
tomers who are bogus or do not
exist and inflated bank balances.

Last month, the ED had ar-
rested the firm’s chief financial of-
ficer, Anil Khandelwal, and its in-
ternal auditor, Naresh Jain, in
connection with the case.

The audit conducted by
PricewaterhouseCoopers has
found that the company has
recorded related party loans and
advances of Rs 9,494 crore during
the same period, of which about
Rs 4,008 crore was loaned to 11
overseas entities connected to Cox
& Kings. Of these offshore trans-
actions, transfers of Rs 581 crore
was allegedly done in violation of
the Reserve Bank of India norms.

The forensic audit also found
the company did not take board
approvals for Rs 6,071-crore loans

extended toatleast 20related par-
ties between 2014 and 2019.

The audit revealed that Cox &
Kings gave Rs 1,100 crore to Alok
Industries, a stressed firm that
went bankrupt in 2017, even as
the travel firm did not have any
business relationship with the
company. Significantly,
Khandelwal is the brother of the
CFO of Alok Industries.

The ED has found that Cox &
Kings sold it UK subsidiary —
Holiday Break Education Limited
—forRs4,387 crore and “siphoned
majority of the money”.Outof the
sale proceeds, atleast $ 15.34 mil-
lion was allegedly transferred to
Kuber Investment Mauritius
Private Limited, a firm controlled
by Kerkar.

Ezeego Travel and Tours, an-
other subsidiary of the group, is
accused of diverting Rs 150 crore
to Redkite Capital Private
Limited,a company promoted by
CFO Khandelwal and auditorJain.
This fund was used to buy con-
trolling stake in Tourism Finance
Corporation of India Limited, a
listed NBFC.

Bandh supporters stage a demonstration in Kolkata on Thursday. Partha Paul

Union strike affects Kerala, Bengal,
Assam,; banking and transport hit

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 26

A NATIONWIDE strike by trade
unions in protest against the
Centre’s economic policies on
Thursday hit normal life in
Kerala, parts of West Bengal,
Assam and Telangana as public
transport went off road and
banking services were disrupted.

All government offices and
major business establishments
remained closed across Left-
ruled Kerala, where public
transport also went off the road.
West Bengal witnessed sporadic
clashes in several parts as Left
unions took out rallies, disrupt-
ing vehicular movement and
forcing shopkeepers to down
the shutters.

The strike also partially af-
fected normal life in Odisha, Pu-
ducherry, Assam and Telangana.

With bank unions joining the
stir, banking operations in Kerala,
West Bengal and north-eastern
states were hit. Operations such
as cash deposits and withdrawal
and cheque clearances were
impacted.

In other parts of the country,
the strike had little effect, but re-
ports suggested that several
bank branches witnessed a lim-
ited impact.

Bank unions claimed that in
the clearing grids, about 20 lakh
cheques worth about Rs 18,000
crore could not be sent for clear-
ance due to the strike. Even
ATMs in some parts of the coun-
try went dry. However, the coun-
try’s largest lender State Bank of
India and private sector banks
were functional.

The daylong strike was called
by a joint platform of 10 central
trade unions to protest against
the central government’s new

farm and labour laws, among
other worker-related issues, as
well as to raise various demands.
Apart from trade unions such as
INTUC, AITUC and Hind Mazd-
oor Sabha, various independent
federations and associations are
part of the joint platform.

BJP-aligned Bharatiya
Mazdoor Sangh did not partici-
pate in the strike.

“The states of Kerala,
Puducherry, Odisha, Assam and
Telangana reported complete
shutdown. Tamil Nadu reported
complete shut down in 13 dis-
tricts, while the industrial strike
continues in the rest of the dis-
tricts. Punjab and Haryana re-
ported that the state road trans-
port buses have not left their
depots in the morning,” a joint
statement issued by the trade
unions said. Jharkhand and
Chhattisgarh reported 100 per
cent strike, the statement said.

‘RS 70,000 CR STUCK IN ARBITRATION CLAIMS’

Aiming to boost road sector, NHAI drive
looks to settle disputes with contractors

AVISHEK G DASTIDAR
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 26

THE NATIONAL Highways
Authority of India (NHATI) will
soon begin a drive to settle with
its contractors all existing disputes
—-worthRs 70,000 crore and stuck
atvarious levels of arbitration for
years — within weeks and save
around Rs 50,000 crore in poten-
tial payout, giving a fillip to the
road construction industry.
Contractors have on various
occasions taken disputes to the
available fora over the years, seek-
ing claims from the country’s pre-
mier highways maker through
clauses of the contract. Arbitration
and litigation in such cases typi-
cally take years, and also keep that
much liquidity notionally tied up.
The NHAI has decided toreach out
to all such contractors—big and
small players—to settle the dis-
putes “amicably”, and hopefully

NHAI Chairman Sukhbir
Singh Sandhu

within a few weeks.

“Around Rs 70,000 crore is
stuckinarbitration claims. Althou-
gh much of that is exaggerated
claim, we believe somethinginthe
range of Rs 20,000 crore will hap-
pen. Through courts and arbitra-
tion they will take five to 10 years
to get that money. So, we are ask-
ing all contractors to come to our
conciliation committees instead,
throughwhich they get the money
within three-four weeks. Socom-

panies get that much liquidity, ear-
ly,” Sukhbir Singh Sandhu, Chair-
man, NHAI, told The Indian Express.
“We are going to start a drive.”

The move is aimed at giving
thrust to the pace of highways
constructionin the country, which
the NDA government has high-
lighted as one of the major infra-
structure sectors to bring traction
backinto the post-Covid recovery
of the economy. The NHAI has this
year awarded contracts for 60
projects with capital cost of
around Rs 70,000 crore so far fora
length of 1,790 km — highest in
the past three years.

The Authority has formed
three Conciliation Committees of
Independent Experts (CCIE) of
three members each. The CCIE is
headed by retired officials from ju-
diciary, besides experts from pub-
licadministration and finance and
private sectors.

Till now, 131 disputes have
been referred to these CCIEs and

than in Gangetic India, finds study

Increase in PM2.5 levels cuts across urban-rural divide, says CPCB-IITD survey

ESHAROY
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 26

WHILE THE Indo-Gangetic Plain
continues to be the most polluted
region in the country — in factin
the whole world —in terms of PM
2.5 levels, the rate of increase in
pollution levels in southern and
easternIndiais far greater thanthe
Gangetic plain between 2000 and
2019, a study commissioned by
the Central Pollution Control
Board (CPCB) has found.

The study, jointly carried out
by IIT-Delhi and CPCB, has also
found thatair pollutionin rural ar-
eas has increased at par with ur-
ban India, a phenomenon that is
rarely discussed with air pollution
policies continuing to focusonur-
ban centres.

OnPM2.5 levels cutting across
the urban-rural divide, the study
cites the example of Delhi, where
PM2.5 increased by 10.9 per cent
between 2001 to 2015. During
the same period, it notes, PM2.5
exposure in rural India rose by
11.9 per cent.

The study, conducted on the
basis of satellite data, is the first of
itskind tolook at air pollution spa-
tially. It found that the rate of in-
crease of PM2.5 over eastern and

STATES WITHHIGH
PM2.5INCREASE

Kerala 24.2%21.9%
Goa 36.4%31.3%
Andhra 20.1% | 18.9%
Pradesh

Maharashtra| 24%| 21%
Odisha 28%| 28%
*Data from 2000-2019;

source: CPCB-IIT Delhi study

southern India is more than 1.6
per cent per year during this pe-
riod,and less than 1.2 per centan-
nually in the Gangetic plain.

The study also found that 436
cities/towns with a population of
more than 1lakhin 2019 exceed-
ed National Ambient Air Quality
Standard (NAAQS) of 40 micro-
grams per metric cube (ug/m3).

“We are currently in the
process of collating and analysing
the 2020 data as well. Over the
next few years, we expect the data
to show that a decrease in pollu-
tion levels, especially in rural ar-
eas,dueto the Ujjwala scheme, as
amajor contributing factor (to air
pollution) here is household emis-

sions,” the study[s author, Sagnik
Dey of IIT-Delhi, said. Dey said spa-
tial mapping of pollution will be
vital for the government to form
its future policies under the
National Clean Air Programme.
Fine particulate matter — or
PM2.5 —is amajor pollutant affe-
cting the environment, human he-
alth and the climate. According to
the study, population-weighted
20-year averaged PM2.5 over Ind-
iais57.3 pug/m3, withalargerincr-
ease observed between 2010 and
2019 than in the 2000-09 period.
“Poor air quality across the ur-
ban-rural transact suggests that
this is a regional scale problem, a
fact that is often neglected,”says
the study. The study reports that
ambient PM2.5 exceeds the ann-
ual NAAQS of 40 ug/m3 in every
state except Jammu and Kashmir
(now UTs of J&K and Ladakh), Hi-
machal Pradesh, Sikkim, Arunach-
al Pradesh, Manipurand Nagaland.
As0f2019,99.5 per cent distri-
ctsinIndiadid not meet WHO's air
quality guideline of 10pg/m3.The
PM2.5 level in the Gangetic plain,
which has a population of more
than 70 crore, and the westernarid
regionis more thandouble thean-
nual NAAQS, the study notes.
FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

BJP MLA who ‘got call’

SANTOSH SINGH
PATNA,NOVEMBER 26

TWO DAYS after senior BJP leader
Sushil Kumar Modi accused Lalu
Prasad of calling up a BJP MLA to
allegedly make him “go absent”
during Wednesday's election for
Bihar Assembly Speaker, the leg-
islator from Pirpati, Lalan
Paswan, on Thursday lodged an
FIR against the RJD chief at
Patna’s Vigilance Police Station.

Based on Paswan's com-
plaint, Vigilance police lodged
the case against Lalu Prasad un-
der provisions of Prevention of
Corruption Act.

In Ranchi, from where Lalu
allegedly called up Paswan, the
jailed former Bihar CM was shif-
ted from the Rajendra Institute
of Medical Sciences director’s
bungalow to its paying ward.

Laluisinjail after he was con-
victed in the fodder scam cases.
On Wednesday, the Jharkhand
government had ordered a
probe into Sushil Modi and Lalan
Paswan'’s allegation that he had
called up the latter and asked
him to abstain from voting in the
Speaker’s election.

The JD(U) on Thursday de-
manded that the R]D chief be
shifted from jail in Ranchi to
Delhi’s Tihar Jail. The party also
asked the government in neigh-
bouring Jharkhand to thor-
oughly probe into alleged viola-
tion of jail manuals, with Lalu
ostensibly “meeting people for
political discussions and keep-
ing a third aide, against provi-
sions of keeping only two aides
or sevadars” while in jail.

59 cases, originally worth Rs
15,678 crore, have been success-
fully settled for Rs 5,480 crore, giv-
ing the NHAI the idea for the drive.

“l am inviting every contrac-
tor whether they have gone to
the High Courts or the Supreme
Court, come to the conciliation
and take the money. It will hap-
pen on mutual consent, amica-
bly,” Sandhu said.

As per Arbitration Act, 2015, all
the arbitration are to be settled
within 12-18 months. However,
that seldom happensand suchar-
bitration goes on for years. In the
conciliation route, the NHAI and
the contractor take the view of in-
dependent experts and through
consent agree on a settlement,
within weeks.

TheNHAI has formed a three-
member Dispute Resolution
Board for projects wherein con-
tractors can go within 90 days of
the arising of a potential dispute
and get a verdict immediately.

RJD leader Tejashwi Yadav in the Assembly on Thursday. AN

In his complaint to Vigilance
police, Paswan maintained that
“Lalu Prasad tried to buy” the
vote of an MLA of a political
party by trying to allure him
with the offer of a minister post
in the event the RJD-led
Mahagathbandhan forms the
government after toppling the
Nitish Kumar government in the
Speaker’s election.

JD(U) spokesperson Meeraj
Kumar told reporters here: “We
request the Supreme Court to
take cognisance of the matter
and request the authorities con-
cerned to shift the RJD chief first
to Ranchi’s Hotwar jail from the
sprawling Kelly’s bungalow mea-
ntforresidence of RIMS director.”

Kumar later told The Indian
Express that Lalu meeting multi-
ple visitors and engaging in po-
litical discussions with them
were aviolation of Jharkhand jail
manual. “We want the Jharkhand
Prisons department to find out
how a person called Irfan Ansari
has access to Lalu Prasad. As per
rule, Prasad is allowed to keep
only two aides. The jail police
should also seek call details of the

mobile number from which he
called Lalan Paswan,” he said.

Kumar also sought the status
of asimilar probe by Jharkhand I-
G (Prisons)Virendra Bhushanin
August 2020. Bhushan has or-
dered a fresh probe into the lat-
est “tape controversy”.

Neeraj Kumar said, “Lalu
Prasad will continue to violate
jail manual. He should (there-
fore) be shifted to Tihar Jail.”

Laluis undergoing treatment
at Ranchi’s RIMS Hospital for
multiple ailments. In August, he
was shifted to the RIMS direc-
tor’s bungalow to protect him
from exposure to Covid-19.

RJD spokesperson Mrityunjay
Tiwari told The Indian Express:
“Lalu Prasad is suffering from sev-
eral health complications and it
is inhuman for the NDA to de-
mand that he should be shifted
from Ranchi hospital to else-
where. Infact, the]JD(U) has been
inawe of his persona —theR]Diis
still the largest party in Bihar.” As
forthe“tapecontroversy”, Tiwarisaid
investigations are underway.

WITH INPUTS FROM
ABHISHEK ANGAD IN RANCHI

Seeingredin
@ grey horizon

IN ODISHA and
Chhattisgarh, which have
reported among the
highest increase in air
pollution in eastern
India, this is due to min-
ing activities and thermal
coal power plants. In
southern India, high ur-
banisation in and around
cities such as Bengaluru
or Hyderabad has led to
increased emissions, says
Sagnik Dey of IIT-Delhi,
author of the study.
Unfavourable meteoro-
logical conditions in east-
ern and peninsular India,
along with increase in
emissions, has led to an
overall increase in PM
2.5. A steady air pollution
rise in rural India is due
to high reliance on solid
fuel for domestic use,
with the study putting
household sources as the
“largest contributor to
ambient PM2.5 in India”.

UP seeks report
on land grab
charge against Rae
Bareli institute

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW, NOVEMBER 26

NEARLY THREE weeks after rebel
Congress MLA Aditi Singh wrote
aletter Director General of Econ-
omic Offence Wing (EOW), seek-
inga probeinto the alleged finan-
cialirregularities in functioning of
the Kamla Nehru Educational
Society in Rae Bareli, the UP gov-
ernment has asked the Housing
and Urban Planning Department
to examine the matter and sub-
mit a report.

Aditi Singh, whowon ona Co-
ngress ticket from Rae Bareliin the
2017 state polls, had marked a
copy of herletter, in which she ac-
cused the educational society of
land grab, to CM Yogi Adityanath.

As per a copy of a letter from
the CMO, which was tweeted by
Singh, Special Secretary to the
Chief Minister, Surendra Singh, has
asked Additional Chief Secre-
tary/Principal Secretary/ Secretary,
Housing and Urban Planning
Department, to get the matter ex-
amined as per the rules and sub-
mit a report by December 5.

Senior officials said thatit was
“partof aregular exercise”.

“The matter is sub-judice.
Letter of the honourable MLA had
reached us, and as part of the reg-
ular exercise, it has been for-
warded to the concerned depart-
ment to be examined. Thatisall,”
asenior government official said.

Director General (EOW) RP
Singh said he had replied to the
MLA's letter earlier in which he
said that only the state
government could order anin-
quiry as it was not under their
jurisdiction.

Nivar makes landfall: 3 killed in TN

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
CHENNAI,NOVEMBER 26

SEVERE CYCLONIC storm Nivar
made landfall in Tamil Nadu early
on Thursday, killing at least three
people, uprooting trees, snapping
power lines and inundating some
low-lying areas.

After making landfall near
Puducherry, Nivar, with winds of
upto 130 km per hour, weakened
into a cyclonic storm and further
into a deep depression as it en-
tered Andhra Pradesh, said offi-
cials of India Meteorological
Department (IMD).

Several districts in Andhra
Pradesh witnessed heavy to extr-
emely heavy rainfall Wednesday
evening, leading to the death of
one person.

In Tamil Nadu, three people,
includingawoman, werekilledin
rain-related incidents such as tree
and wall collapses in Ponneri and
Villupuram, officials said. They
said 1,086 trees were uprooted. At
some places, overhead electricity
cables snapped as heavy trees fell
onthem.

New Delhi

NDRF personnel carry out rescue work in Chennai. P11

Chief Minister K Palaniswami
visited Cuddalore, close to Pudu-
cherry,and took stock of the dam-
age in the district. He inspected
plantain crops damaged by the cy-
clone and reviewed the situation
along with senior state officials.
He also visited the Devanam-
pattinam relief camp, and spoke
to the people sheltered there.

Later, he told reporters that
due to adequate precautionary
measures taken by the govern-
ment, there was no major dam-
age. While 4,233 relief camps
were ready to accommodate

about 13 lakh people, “right now,
about 2.30 lakh of them are in
2,999 camps”, he said.

Low-lying areas in Chennai,in-
cluding those in suburban Irum-
buliyur, Mudichur and Urapak-
kam, witnessed flooding and
water entered the houses of many
residents. Rescue personnel fer-
ried cooked food to the people us-
ing inflatable boats and while
some chose toshift to the homes of
their relatives, others stayed put.
In Puducherry, which witnessed
heavy rain, CM V Narayanasamy
said no loss of life was reported.
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Cheat devices:
SC junks Skoda
Volkswagen plea
to quash FIR

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 26

THE Supreme Court on Thursday
rejected a plea by car-makers
Skoda Auto Volkswagen India
Private Limited to quash an FIR
against it in Uttar Pradesh over a
customer's complaint alleging
use of “cheat devices” — which
manipulate emission figures - in
Audi cars he bought.

A bench of Chief Justice of
India S A Bobde and Justices A S
Bopanna and V Ramasubram-
anium said the question whether
such devices were installed and
whether the customer had made
any representation in this regard
to the company are all questions
of fact which cannot be gone into
at this stage.

According to the complainant,
he bought seven Audi cars from
authorised dealers of the com-
pany. At the time of purchase and
taking delivery, he claimed, he got
itclarified from the company that
nosuchdevice wasinstalled inits
vehicles sold in India. However,
authorities subsequently found
this was not true and that there
was higher emission of nitrogen
oxide in the company’s models.

Hearing two other applica-
tions, the NGT had in March last
year concluded that cheat devices
were “in fact used” and directed
the manufacturers to pay Rs 500
crore as damages. An appeal
against this is pending in the SC.

The car maker had earlier
moved the Allahabad HC seeking
quashing of FIR on the ground that
the complaint was lodged more
thantwoyears after purchase and
that, as per the VAHAN Portal of
the government, the complainant
had purchased three and not
seven vehicles.

26/11 TRIBUTE

Maharashtra Governor Bhagat Singh Koshyari, Chief Minister Uddhav Thackeray and others arrive to pay homage at the
26/11 police memorial site in Mumbai on Thursday. Ganesh Shirsekar

12 years on, nearly half of India’s fishing
vessels still without transponders

KRISHN KAUSHIK
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 26

TWELVE YEARS after the 26/11
attack exposed wide gaps in
India’s coastal security, senior
sources in the security establish-
ment said that nearly 60 per cent
of India’s nearly 3 lakh fishing
boats are smaller than 20 meters,
and most of them are yet to have
transponders that can help the
authorities track them, but sev-
eral government departmentsare
looking to fix the issue.

In20009, the Centre had man-
dated that all fishing vessels over
20 metres long should have AIS
transponders. However, this left
outthe smaller boats -- the 26/11
attackers had used inflatable mo-
tor boats to reach Mumbai’s
shores.

Transponders on sea-faring

New guidelines in UP,
Bihar to curb Covid

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW, PATNA,
NOVEMBER 26

THE UTTAR Pradesh and Bihar
governments have brought new
guidelines to arrest the spike in
Covid-19 cases.

In Uttar Pradesh, as per the
new guidelines, if a single Covid-
19 caseis found at alocation, the
area within a radius of 50 m will
be marked as a containment
zone. At a location where a clus-
ter of cases is found, the area
within 100-m radius will be
marked a containment zone.

If multiple cases are reported
from the same house, the con-
tainment zone will be the area
within a 50-m radius.

Recently, the state govern-
ment capped the number of peo-
ple in group activities like mar-
riage ceremonies and religious
functions at 100.

As per the instructions, atten-
dance at such events outside con-
tainment zones has to be not
more than 50 per cent of the to-

tal capacity of the closed prem-
ises -- the maximum number of
people cannot exceed 100.

At open spaces like grounds
and parks, such events need to
have attendance less than 40 per
cent of total capacity. Face mask,
distancing, thermal scanning,
sanitisers and handwashing will
be mandatory at such events.

In Bihar, where there has
been a 10 per cent spike in Covid
positivity cases in Patna and
some other districts over the last
few days, fresh guidelines on at-
tendance at social gatherings
have been putin place.

The caponattendance of em-
ployees in government offices --
except those in essential services
-- in Patna, Vaishali, Begusarai,
West Champaran and Saran has
been reduced from 50 to 30 per-
sons. Buses and other commer-
cial vehicles plying in Patna and
plying from Patna to other dis-
tricts and states can now have
passengers up to 50 per cent of
their seating capacities. These
rules would be applicable from
November 26 to December 3.

vessels help national and inter-
national authorities track their
movement, and also to check all
relevant information including
routes, ports, ownership, nation-
ality and history. In the absence
of transponders, or Automatic
Identification System (AIS), the
vessels are tracked either
through specific intelligence in-
puts, or through satellite moni-
toring.

The Navy's proposal to create
a National Maritime Awareness
Center is under consideration by
the Cabinet Committee on
Security, and the center will be a
multi-agency body including the
Navy, Coast Guard, intelligence
agencies, state maritime police
forces, ministries of shipping,
ports and fisheries, among oth-
ers, foranintegrated approach to
maritime security, sources said.

According to an official, “sev-

eral options are being consid-
ered” but finding a solutionis a bit
tricky since “the responsibility di-
lutes between the Centre and
state governments” and the own-
ers of these small vessels need to
be compensated for installation
of any transponders.

“The Fisheries Ministry is con-
sidering certain vessel opera-
tions,” said the security establish-
mentofficial,and added that sois
the Indian Space Research
Organisation (ISRO), which, he
said, shares pictures of fishing
vessels around the Indian coast-
line with the Information
Management and Analysis
Centre (IMAC).

Established in November
2014,IMACis the nodal center for
maritime security information
collation and dissemination.

Inthe absence of alarge num-
ber of Indian boats still without

TRACKING INDIA’'S COVID CURVE

AIS, which can potentially be used
by adversaries, the senior official
from the security establishment
said that compared to 26/11, the
IMAC and other systems are a lot
more robust now. “Adversaries
are aware that we are watching
and monitoring, and that creates
deterrence,” he said.

The government, the official
asserted, “wants to ensure that
every boat” should transmit some
information. For the “dark ships”
inthe IOR, but beyond India’s in-
ternational waters, agencies have
toworkon “satellite monitoring”.

Any commercial ship with
gross tonnage (GRT)of over 300is
mandated to have AIS interna-
tionally. The official said that
some large ships too “do not
transmit on AIS” and are called
dark ships. He stated that “these
gaps are exploited by the subver-
sive elements”.

= Stan Swamy seeks

bail again: Targeted
due to ‘nature of work’

SADAF MODAK
MUMBAI,NOVEMBER 26

FATHER STAN Swamy, a Jesuit
priestand tribal rights activist ar-
rested by the National
Investigation Agency (NIA)in the
Elgaar Parishad case, on
Thursday filed a bail application
before a special court, saying no
purpose was served by “keeping
asick 83-year-old incarcerated”.

Swamy was arrested on Oct-
ober 8 in Jharkhand and pro-
duced ina Mumbai court the fol-
lowing day. The NIA, however,
did not seek his custody for in-
vestigation and filed a
chargesheet against him and
seven others the same day. He
has since been lodged in Taloja
Central Jail after his interim bail
application on medical grounds
was rejected last month.

Calling the arrest “uncalled
for” and “malafide”, the bail plea
says that the fact that his custody
was not sought over two years af-
ter the FIR was filed shows that
he was not considered a flight
risk or someone who would
tamper with evidence.

The 31-page bail plea, filed
through his lawyer Sharif Shaikh,
says Swamy has been targeted by
the investigating agency due to
the “nature of his writings and
work” about “caste and land
struggles of the peopleinIndia...”.
“Through his literature, he has
raised questions and holds the
state authorities responsible for
the injustice against the margin-
alised persons of society...itis due

Plea for return
of straw, sipper
from NIA junked

Mumbai: The special court on
Thursday rejected an applica-
tion filed by Stan Swamy,
seeking return of straw and
sipper which he said was
seized after hisarrest. The plea
filed earlier this month sought
access to the straw and sipper
as he suffers from Parkinson's
disease and was unable to
hold a glass. The NIA submit-
ted that it had not seized any
such sipper during the arrest,
after the plea was rejected.
Swamy's lawyers filed an-
other application seeking di-
rections from the court to in-
struct jail authorities to permit
them to provide winter
clothes and straw and sipper
toSwamy injail. The court has
called for a report from Taloja
jail. The matter will be heard
on December 4. ENS

to the nature of the work that he
is being falsely implicated in the
said FIR,” it states.

The bail application claims
that while the NIA alleges his
links with Maoist groups based
onsome documents found on his
laptop, the format in which the
documents are found can be
"easily manipulated and planted
onaninsecure digital divide".

Referring to the letters an-
nexed to the NIA chargesheet,

the bail plea says there was
nothing incriminating to show
his involvement in any terrorist
activity.

"Nowhere have they been
able to establish that the appli-
cant himself is a member of the
banned organisation. Working for
the undertrials who could or
could not have been Maoist does
not make the applicant himself a
Maoist," it says.

Swamy is the founder of
Bagaicha, an organisation work-
ing with tribals in Jharkhand. He
is also a member of Persecuted
Prisoners Solidarity Committee
(PPSC), which the NIA claimsisa
frontal organisation of the
banned CPI(Maoist) group.

Inits chargesheet, the NIA had
said: “Since from the maximum
part of the country, party mem-
bers (of CPI-Maoist) were arrested
and the party was not having any
face, so it gave responsibility to
Stan Swamy as he was against the
government. Stan Swamy is hav-
ing his own identity. Stan Swamy
is having his own NGO in
Jharkhand.” Swamy's bail plea
says the NIA failed to bring on
record anything that shows he
was supporting the banned or-
ganisation through PPSC.

The bail plea also says that
Swamy was not connected to the
organisation of the Elgar Parishad
event on December 31, 2017,
which the NIA claims was linked
to the violence in Bhima
Koregaon the next day. Asking
the NIA to file its reply to the bail
plea, the court fixed December 4
as the next date of hearing.
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KERALA ANNOUNCES 2-DAY MOURNING IN SPORTS SECTOR

Kannur to Kolkata, fans pay tribute
to Maradona in their own ways

SHAJU PHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
NOVEMBER 26

FROM WEST Bengal to Kerala,
football fans in the country
Thursday mourned the passing of
Diego Maradona, widely regarded
as one of the greatest players of
the sport.

Tributes poured in from politi-
cians, sports personalities and
fans. While West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee con-
doled his death with a Facebook
post, the Kerala government an-
nounced two-day mourning in
the state’s sports sector and ap-
pealed to everyone in the frater-
nity to join as amark of tribute.

The Argentine player had a
massive fan following in both
Keralaand Bengal. He had visited
Kolkata twice—in 2008 and
2017—setting off scenes of mass
jubilation during his appear-
ances.

He also came to the southern
state’s Kannur for two days in
October 2012 for a private event.
Here, too, he had received a hero’s
welcome, with fans converging at
the stadium three days prior to the
event.

Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan

Fans pay tribute to Maradona in Kolkata on Thursday.
Partha Paul

expressed grief over the deathand
said his fans around the world
would miss the football legend.

Banerjee posted: ‘My deepest
condolences to his family, friends
and countless fans around the
world. The entire football family
haslost one of its greats.”

CPM leader Shamik Lahiri re-
called his interactions with
Maradona when he had visited
the player’s residence in
Argentina.

“Three of us went to meet
him to invite him to Kolkata. He
hugged all of us in such a way
that we are like his old acquain-
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for 10 minutes for the meeting.
However, the meeting extended
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from 28.11.2020 to till further advice.
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= SOUTHERN POWER DISTRIBUTION COMPANY OF TELANGANA LTD.

e-PROCUREMENT TENDER NOTICE

TSSPDCL intends to float tenders for procurement of a) 33KV 800A (Conv.)
Double Break AB Switches with insulators (b) 11KV 400A (Conv.) DB AB
Switches with insulators, (c) 11.0 Mtrs/365 Kgs PSCC Poles to Mahaboobnagar,
Nalgonda, Medak, Ranga Reddy & Siddipet Circles, (d) LT Gl Pins, (e) LT Metal
Parts and (f) 11 KV Metal Parts (C&T) on e-procurement platform.

For  further details, please visit www.tssouthernpower.com,
www.tender.telangana.gov.in and www.auction.telangana.gov.in

Phone: 040-23431319, 1026, 1033. Sd/- (U.Bala Swamy),
R.O. No.: 1161-PP/CL-AGENCY/ADVT/1/2020-21 Chief General Manager (P&MM)

GUJARAT URJA VIKAS NIGAM LTD., VADODARA
2nd Floor, Sardar Patel Vidyut Bhavan,
Race Course, Vadodara - 390007
Phone: 0265-2334751, Fax: 0265-2344543
‘Web: www.guvnl.com

GUVNL, a Govt. of Gujarat Undertaking hereby invites
e-tender for purchase of 500 MW RTC power for the
period 15.03.2021 to 30.06.2021 at GETCO Periphery
(interconnection point of Gujarat STU with CTU) as per
Ministry of Power (MoP), Gol Guidelines dated
30.03.2016.

RFP will be available at www.mstcecommerce.com from
02.12.2020. Bid has to be submitted online through
DEEP Portal of MoP. All terms and conditions shall be as
per RFP.

Date: 27" November 2020 General Manager (Commerce)

[©7] SouTH DELH MUNICIPAL CORPORATION FESS

PRESS NOTICE FOR NOTICE INVITING TENDER

NIT No: EE-Project South-1/SZ/TC/2020-21/9 Date: 26.11.2020.
Name of work: Supply & Installation of Machineries/Equipments for
Setting up of Technical Laboratory for Engineering Department at R.K.
Puram, South Delhi Municipal Corporation (Phase-l), Estimated
Amount: Rs.103.70 Lacs, Earnest Money: Rs. 2,07,500/-, Time of
Completion: 04 months, Tender Cost: Rs.2,500/-, H/A: G-110-3011.
Date & time of Pre-bid Meeting: 10.12.2020 02:00 P.M. Last Date of
submission of bids: 29.12.2020 03:00 P.M. For tender documents,
online tendering time table and the details of the work please refer
www.tenderwizard.com/SOUTHDMCETENDER. All details of
Revision, Clarification, Corrigendum/Addendum, Time Extension etc.
(if any) in respect of the above tender will be uploaded on the above
mentioned website only and no press notice of any kind shall be
issued. Bidders should regularly visit the website to keep themselves
updated in respect of these tenders. Ex. Engineer (Project)-|

Ro. No. 53/DPI/South/2020-21 South Zone

R FOOD

=TT CORPORATION
G OF INDIA

T.C.-3V, Vibhuti Khand, Gomti Nagar, Lucknow-226 010 (U.P.)
REGIONAL OFFICE
Phone No.: 0522-2720063, 4109238, 2720063, E-mail: gmup.fci@gov.in, agmcontup.fci@gov.in
CONTRACT SECTION
E-TENDER NOTICE
On line tenders under two bid systems are invited from experienced/
in-experienced/ Sole Proprietary concern or Registered Partnership Firm or a
Private Limited Company or a Public Limited Company incorporated in India for
appointment of HTC/RTC/ITC at various depots/Centres in UP Region.
The terms and conditions and other details are available at
https://eprocure.gov.infeprocure/app and FCI website http://www.fci.gov.in.
Critical dates involving in the tender enquiry are illustrated below in tabular manner.

Tender Tender Online Bid | Online Bid |  Online Pre-bid
document document | submission|submission| Technical | Meeting
Download Start| Download End | Start date &| End date & | Bid opening
date & time | date & time time time | date & time
27.11.2020 | 21.12.2020 | 27.11.2020|21.12.2020| 22.12.2020 | 01.12.2020
09:00 AM 03:00PM | 09:00AM | 03:00 PM | 03:00 PM | 12:00 Noon

Further, any corrigendum in this regard will be published on CPP portal or on the FCI
website http://www.fci.gov.in. if necessary. General Manager (UP)

NORTHERN RAILWAY
E-TENDER NOTICE

The Divisional Railway Manager (Medical), Northern Railway, Moradabad for &
behalf of the President of India, invites open E-Tender for the under

noted work:-

N.I.T.No. 146 Med/CN/DDN/2020 Dated: 25/11/2020

Name of work Cleaning and De-Silting work of Drains/Nallahas in
Railway colonies, Dehradun on A.M.C. basis for three
years.

Approximate Cost Rs. 18,70,025.04 Paise (Including GST & Dumping
charge)

Earnest Money
Completion period

Date & Time of opening
of Tender

Rs. 37,400/- Online Payment mode www.ireps.gov.in
Three years.

E-Tender shall be opened on Dt. 16.12.2020 at 15:00
hrs. If date of opening happens to be a holiday the
tender shall be opened on the same time on next
working day.

Additional relevant information may be checked on the
Website: www.ireps.gov.in

Cost of E-Tender document | 0.00

Note: Payment of Tender document cost (TDS) and earnest money deposit (EMD) in
respect of E-Tendering shall be accepted IREPS Portal through net banking Debit and
creditcard only. 2649/20

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE
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e e TURS LY
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTWE ENGINEER PHE JAL SHAKTI DIVEIDN CHARODRA
FaePhone: G155 25 0550 E-mad | Crapnphede TSt ompitoon
Corrigendum

Reference:- This office EOl No.03 of 11/2020/PHEDC of 11/2020
(2020-21) issued under endorsement No:PHEDC/5075-5105 dated:
17.11.2020.

The below mentioned clarifications/changes are hereby made to this
office above referred EOI. It is enjoined upon all prospective bidders to
read carefully and upload the tenders accordingly.

I.  Please read Rs.5000/- in the form of Demand Draft pledged to the
Executive Engineer Jal Shakti (PHE) Division Chadoora instead of
Rs.10000/- mentioned at page No.12 (EOI processing fee).

Il.  The word etc is withdrawn as pointed out at page no.04 Para ii as the
“similar project” shall mean project related to third party monitoring of
PHE/Hydraulic/Sewerage Sectors only and no other sector. This will
effectively apply to page 04-05 point (xi) (B) as row.

Ill. The certificate mentioned at page no. 04 (vii) is qualifying certificate
as per format given on page no.07 and 08 (under eligibility criteria) of
engineering exports only.

All other terms and conditions shall remain same.

No: PHEDC/5225-61 s/d- Executive Engineer,
Dated:25-11-2020 Jal Shakti PHE Division Chadoora.

W™ PSPCL

Regd. Off.: PSEB H.O., The Mall, Patiala-147001
CIN: U40109PB2010SGC033813, Website: www.pspcl.in

OFFICE OF SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER/MECH.MTC. CIRCLE-I
G.H.T.P., LEHRA MOHABBAT,
DISTT. BATHINDA (PUNJAB) PIN-151111
Phone: 0164-2756434, Fax No. 0164-2756255
E-mail: se-mmc1-lehra@pspcl.in, GSTIN 03AAFCP5120Q1ZC
NOTICE INVITING TENDER
Tender Enquiry No. 18/MM-I/BMC-335(XI1)/O&M/GHTP/2020

Short Description: Routine, preventive, breakdown maintenance
and overhauling jobs (Mechanical works) of
Pressure Parts, Wind Box and Burners, Air
Pre-Heaters, SCAPHs, ESPs, Aux. PRDS,
Ducts, Dampers & Gates, Coal Pipes, Soot
Blowers, Safety Valves, HP/LP Piping and
Manual Valves, Fuel Firing System (including
Fuel Oil Pump House) etc. of Boilers of 2x210
MW and 2x250 MW BHEL make Units of
GHTP, Lehra Mohabat.

Earnest Money Deposit: Rs.4,10,000/-(Four Lakhs Ten thou-

sand only).

Last Date & Time for Bid Submission: 28.12.2020 upto 11.30 hrs.

Date & Time of Opening of Techno Commercial Stage Bid:

30.12.2020 at 12:00 hrs.

Detailed NIT and tender specification can only be downloaded

from PSPCL website https://eproc.punjab.gov.in from dated

26.11.2020 onwards.

NOTE:

1. The prospective bidders can obtain clarification regarding tender
specifications from this office. For registration of digital signa-
tures and uploading of tender, information may be sought from
M/s GePNIC, Contact No. 91-120-4001002/5.

2. ltis informed that in case the tender process is not completed
due to any reason no corrigendum will be published in newspa-
pers. Detail regarding corrigendum may be seen on PSPCL offi-
cial website i.e. https:/pspcl.in.

Pungaby State Powear Corparation Linted

Sd/-
Superintending Engineer,
Mechanical Mtc. Circle-I/O&M,
GHTP, PSPCL, Lehra Mohabat,
Distt. Bathinda-151111 (Punjab)

GHTP-56/2020
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ITUTE OF HIMALAYAN
T (NIHE)

(Formerly Known as G.B. Pant Institute of Himalayan
Environment & Development)
Kosi-Katarmal, Almora - 263643, Uttarakhand

TENDER NOTICE No. - GBPNIHE/Central Lah/Equipment/V.A/2020-21/14
Please refer to Institute Tender notice No GBPNIHE/Central
Lab/Equipment/V.A/2020-21/14 published in “Indian Express”
(Delhi edition) dated 15.10.2020 for supply of Rotary Evaporator
under Institute Central lab. The last date of receiving of Tender for
equipment is hereby extended up to 10.12.2020 at 3.00 P.M.
The documents shall be submitted online at website
https://moefcc.euniwizarde.com
The full details of equipments and documents are available in the
Institute Website http://gbpihed.gov.in.

Administrative Officer

Email: ao@gbpihed.nic.in

Bangalore Electricity Supply Company Limited
(Wholly owned by Govt. of Karnataka undertaking)
(CIN-U04010KA2002SGC030438)

Notification Inviting Tender (through e-Procurement)
Tender Enquiry No. BESCOM/CGM (Proj)/OFC/BC-14/20-21/19
Date: 26.11.2020

Bangalore Electricity Supply Company invites tender for
Technical Advisory Assistance Services for Optical Fibre
Cable business. The bid documents can be downloaded from
30.11.2020. The necessary assistance can be obtained through
the e-procurement portal website:https://eproc.karnataka.
gov.in. Aspiring bidders need to register on e-procurement
portal. Bidders can take the assistance from the office of the
Chief General Manager, Electy., Projects, 2nd Block, 4th Floor,
Corporate office, BESCOM, Bangalore. Contact Person:
Chief General Manager (Ele), Projects, Corporate Office
Contact No: +91 94498 44885 and Deputy General
Manager (Ele), DAS, Corporate office, BESCOM, Contact No:
+91 94498 44627. Sd-

For Electricity related complaints call : 1912 Chief General Manager, Electy.,
Download BESCOM Mithra Mobile APP., Projects, BESCOM, Bangalore.

General public is hereby informed that a
boy Md. Masiullah @ Massi S/o Md.
Shoib, R/o H.No. 11147, New P-153, Gali
Swarn Wali, Motia Khan, Sadar Bazar,
Delhi has been missing since 02.11.2020
from the area of PS Sadar Bazar, Delhi. In
this regard, DD No. 54A dated 09.11.2020
has been registered at P.S. Sadar Bazar, -
Delhi. Sincere efforts have been made by "
the local police to trace out the missing boy
but no clue has come to light so far. The
description of the missing boy is as under:
Name: Md. Masiullah @ Massi, Gender: Male, Age: 21 years,
Height: 5'6”, Complexion: Shallow, Face: Long, Built: Strong,
Identification: Mentally weak and dumb, Wearing: Blue colour
t-shirt and black colour trouser.

If anyone has any information regarding this missing boy, kindly
inform SHO/ Sadar Bazar, Delhi.
E-mail : cic@cbi.gov.in

Ph.: 011-24368638, 24368641

Fax : 011-24368639
DP/726/N/2020

i
Md. Masiullah @ Massi

SHO
P.S. Sadar Bazar, Delhi.
Ph. No. 011-23512411, 23512412

RA PRADESH MEDICAL SERVICES &
RASTR RE DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION
2nd Floor, Plot No.9, Survey No.49, IT Park, Mangalagiri-522503
email : aphmhidc@gmail.com & ed.apmsidc16@gmail.com
APMSIDC invites tenders through e-procurement platform for
Equipment Wing: 1. Procure and supply of Medical Equipment and
other activites under NHM Fund. 2. Identification of Service Provider for
providing Tele-Radiology services in APVVP Hospitals under PPP Mode
3.Procure and supply of dental equipment to Vijayawada. 4. Procure
and supply of Equipment of Audiometric Rooms. 5. Procurement of lab
Items to DHs under IDSP Scheme 6. Balance items under 2 HDUS/9HDUs
7. Medical Equipment under DME Plan Budget 8. Medical Equipment
under APVVP up-gradation/other schemes.
Drugs Wing: 1. T.No.84/APMSIDC/Medicine Wing/2020-21, Dt.25.11.2020-
Procurement and supply of Surgical Consumables 2.T.No.85/APMSIDC/
Medicine Wing/2020-21, Dt.25.11.2020 - Procurement and supply of
Medicines.
Civil Wing: 1. Establishment of Multi Specialty Hospitals at 1)Seethampeta
in Srikakulam District 2) Parvathipuram in Vizianagaram District
3) Rampachodavaram in East Godavari District 4) Buttaigudem in West
Godavari District and 5) Dornala in Prakasam District 2. Construction of
New OPD Block in the premises of District Hospital at Nandyal in Kurnool
District (Balance works) (2" call)
Sanitation Wing: 1.Sanitation Services under the control of APVVP
Hospitals & DME Hospitals & institutions Under Package-1 (Srikakulam,
Vizianagaram, Visakhapatnam & East Godavari Districts) Package-2
(West Godavari, Krishna, Guntur, Prakasam & Nellore Districts) Package-3
(Chittoor, Kadapa, Kurnool & Anantapur Districts) 2. Security Services in
pending packages under DME and APVVP institutions.

APMSIDC will reserve the right to cancel the tenders at any time
without assigning any reasons. Sd/- Managing Director
DIPR No.465PP/CL/ADVT/1/1/2020-21, Dt: 26/11/2020

BRUHAT BENGALURU MAHANAGARA PALIKE

Office of the Executive Engineer,
Bengaluru South Division, Amruth Nagara,
Konanakunte Main Road, Soudamini Layout, Bengaluru-62.

No: BBMP/EE/BSD/TEND/11/2020-21 Date: 26.11.2020

INVITATION FOR SHORT TERM TENDER

SINGLE & TWO COVER TENDER (Standard Tender Document KW -1.2,3,4)
(Through GOK e-Procurement Portal only)
The Executive Engineer, (Bengaluru South Division), BBMP, Bengaluru-62
invites tenders from eligible Contractors registered in Bruhat Bengaluru
Mahanagara Palike or equivalent registration with KPWD/CPWD/BWSSB/
Railways / MES / National Highway or any State Government Organisations
for the Construction of works detailed in the table below.

The Brihanmumbai Electric
Supply & Transport Undertaking
03133 (Of The Brihanmumbai Municipal Corporation)

TENDER NOTICE
e-tender is invited for the supply of following item.

(1) Turnkey Project of Repairs / Reconditioning of 100MVA, 110/33KV
Power Transformer,

RE-INVITED E-TENDERS

(2) 68959, (3) 69029.

Note : For more details, log on to website https://mahatenders.gov.in.
PRO/AAM(M)/77/2020. GENERAL MANAGER

- SUPPLYCO N

THE KERALA STATE CIVIL SUPPLIES CORPORATION LIMITED
MAVELI BHAVAN, PB.N0.2030, GANDHINAGAR, KOCHI-682020 Ph.No.PABX- 0484-2206775, 2206795
Purchase Section -Ph No: 0484-2207924, 2206786, 2206782. FAX - 0484-2206782, 0484-2206799.
E-Mail: agmp@supplycomail.com, Website: www.supplycokerala.com.
No.P.10/33482/2020 Date:25.11.2020

TENDER NOTICE
(ONLY THROUGH ELECTRONIC TENDERING SYSTEM/E AUCTION)

The Kerala State Civil Supplies Corporation Ltd (Supplyco) intends to
purchase Pulses and Sugar through e-auction and e-tender.The e-tender will
be accepted upto 12.00 noon on 02-12-2020. For details visit our website
www.supplycokerala.com or www.tenderwizard.com/KSCSC. Only
suppliers possessing digital signatures will be permitted to participate in the
e-tender. For e-auction please visit https://market.neml.in.

Sd/-
Manager (Purchase) J

APPEAL FOR IDENTIFICATION
ABANDONED CHI

General public is hereby informed that [Eli=
two child namely Vivek and Vipin S/o e
Shri Deepak both are R/o Hansi,
Haryana have found in abandoned
condition in the premises of ISBT,
Kashmere Gate, Delhi on 05.11.2020.
In this regard, a case vide DD No. 90 A
dt. 05.11.2020 has been registered
at P.S. Kashmere Gate, Delhi. The
description of the children are as under.
1. Vivek - Age: 10 Years, Complexion: Fair, Height: 3', Face: Long,
Built: Thin, Wearing: Checkdar Blue and yellow Shirt, Grey
payjama, Hawai Slipper in feet. 2. Vipin - Age: 9 Years, Complexion:
Fair, Height: 3', Face: Long, Built: Thin, Wearing: Blue Shirt and
Blue Payjama and hawai slipper in feet. Sincere efforts have been
made by the local police to trace out their identity but no clue has
come to light so far. If anyone has any information about these
children then please inform P.S. Kashmere Gate, Delhi at following
Tel No./e-mail: cic@cbi.gov.in and Website: http://cbi.nic.in
Ph:011-24368638,24368641
Fax No.011-24368639

Sd/- S.H.O.
P.S. Kashmere Gate, Delhi

DP/718/N/2020 Ph: 011-23968730

Office of the Member Secretary, Rajasthan
Medicare Relief Society & Superintendent,
Sir Padampat Mother & Child Health Institute,

J.L.N. Marg Jaipur.
No ------/Acctt/SPMCHI/RMRS/2020/8231-32
E-TENDER NOTICE

Tenders are invited rate contract for supply of Surgical/disposable & consumable
items for hospital use & life line drug store. Tender Document will be available on
the net. The tender notice and other details can be downloaded from the website
http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in No separate hardcopy will be given from this office.
any technical difficulty please contract the Office .

Bidding Schedule
Rs. 2.00 Crore (Rupees Two Crore only)
Rs. 1000.00 (Rupees One Thousand only)
Rs. 1000.00 (Rupees One Thousand only)
Rs. 4.00 Lacs (Rupees Four Lacs only)
24.11.2020
24.11.2020 up to 4.00 PM
25.11.2020 from 10.00 AM
16.12.2020 till 4.00 PM
25.12.2020 from 10.00 AM
16.12.2020 till 4.00 PM
15.12.2020 till 04: PM

dated: 23.11.2020

Estimated Cost

Tender Fees

RISL Processing Fees

Earnest Money

Publishing in newspaper Date & Time
Publishing in e-Tender Dated & Time
Document download start date & Time
Document Download end time & date

. Online Bid submission start date & Time
0. Online Bid submission end date & time
1. Submission of Tender Fees, Tender processing
fees & Earnest Money Last Date & Time
12. Tender opening date & venue

23| e P NS O HRN

17.12.2020 At 2.00 PM at Account Office,
SPMCHI, Jaipur

Note-

1. Earnest money and tender fees (in the form of Bankers Cheque/Demand Draft
in favour of Member Secretary Rajasthan Medicare Relief Society, Sir
Padampat Mother & Child Health Institute, J.L.N. Marg Jaipur. payable at
Jaipur) and RISL processing fees (by way of bankers Cheque/Demand Draft in
favour of MD, RISL) to be submitted physically at the office of Member
Secretary Rajasthan Medicare Relief Society, Sir Padampat Mother & Child
Health Institute, J.L.N. Marg Jaipur on or before of 15.12.2020 at 4.00 PM

2. Bidders who wish to participate in this tender will have to register on
http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in

3. To participate in online tender, bidders will have to procure digital signature
certificate (DSC) as per information Technology Act.2000.

The Member Secretary Rajasthan Medicare Relief Society, Sir Padampat Mother &

Child Health Institute, Jaipur reserves the right to reject all/any application received

from the firm without assigning and reason thereof.

NIB- SMS2021A0189

UBN-SMS2021GLRC00370

Sd/-
DIPR/C/9177/2020

Member Secretary & Superintendent

» J&K KHADI & VILLAGE INDUSTRIES BOARD
UDHYOG BHAWAN, JAMMU/ SANAT GHAR SRINAGAR
Website: www.jkkvib.in, e-mail: secretarykvib@gmail.com

NOTIFICATION NO. KVIB/SFURTI/010F 2020 Dated 23.11.2020

Tender Notice

On behalf of J&K KVIB KVIB Direction office, Udhyog Bhawan, Jammu, e-bids

are invited from the original manufacturers/ registered suppliers for supply, deliv-

ery, installation and commissioning of machinery/ equipments for Kashur Maunch

Beekeeping Cluster HMT Srinagar. The tender document is available on the offi-

cial website of J&K KVIB @ www.jkkvib.in as well as on www.jktenders.gov.in.

Sd/-

(Vivek Attri),

Financial Adviser & Chief Accounts officer,

(Member Secretary, SFURTI-SLPC),

J&K Khadi & Village Indsutries Board.

NEW OKHLAINDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

l\“laa Administrative Building, Sector-6, Noida G.B. Nagar,(U.P)
Website : www.noidaauthorityonline.com

E-TENDER NOTICE

E-Tenders are invited from eligible contractors/firm for the
following jobs against which bids can be uploaded and same
shall be opened/downloaded as per schedule mentioned. The
details and conditions of all tenders are available on Noida
Authority’s official website: www.noidaauthorityonline.com
& http://etender.up.nic.in. Please ensure to see these
websites for any changes/ amendments & corrigendum etc.

A) The above tenders can be uploaded by date 10.12.2020

upto 5.00 PM. shall be opened/downloaded on date
11.12.2020 at 11.00 AM.
S. [Job No. Name of Work Tender Amount
N. (Rs. Lac.)
1. [60/GM(R)/ |External Electrification of 34.35
SM(E&M)-I |5% Village Abadi plot at
/ET/2020 |Village Yakubpur Khasra
-21 No. 43, Sector-86, Noida
2. |105/GM(R) | Renovation of 04 nos 42.65
/SM(E&M) |Fountain at crossing 55/57/
-11/2020-21 | 54/22 & Two Years
JET Operation & Maintenance,
Noida
3. |153/GM/ | D/o Village (Maintenance of 46.78
/SM(E&M) |Street light, High Mast &
-111/2020-21| Park Light) in village-
Perthala Khanjarpur, Ghijorsg,
Morna, Nithari & Sarfabad),
Noida
4. |62/GM(R) |[Providing & Fixing of Stage 93.24
/SM(E&M) |Furnishing & lighting for
-VET/ Auditorium Block in
2020-21 Punchsheel Balak Inter
College, sector-91, Noida

B) The above tenders can be uploaded by date 03.12.2020
upto 5.00 PM. shall be opened/downloaded on
date04.12.2020 at 11.00 AM.

S. |Job No. Name of Work Tender Amount
N. (Rs. Lac.)
5.|147/GM/ | Providing High Mast Light 48.46

SM(E&M)| on Main Crossing of Main

-111/2020 road in sector-76, 77, 78,

-21 79 & 112, 115, Noida

General Manager
Noida

CLEAN, GREEN, SAFE & SECURE NOIDA

IMPORTANT"

Whilst care is taken prior to acceptance of
advertising copy, it is not possible to verify its
contants. The Indian Express (P) Limited cannot
be held responsible for such contents, nor for any
loss or damage incurred as a result of
transactions with companies, associations or
individuals adversing in its newspapers or
Publications. We therefore recommend that
readers make necessary inquiries before sending
any monies or entering into any agreements with

.-i-\.
=i

0-618

according to norm of e-procurement.
1. Nature of work : Rural Piped W/S Schemes.
. No. of tenders : 5 Nos.
. Tender Paper Cost : Rs.10,000/-
. Value of Work : Rs.82.93 Lakh to Rs.147.83 Lakhs
. Class of Contractor : “B” & “A” Class

. Date & time of seeking tender clarification : 11-12-2020 up to 17 hours

. Time of completion : 180 to 270 days.
0. The bidders have to participate in online biding only. Further details can be seen from the website

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER
RURAL WATER SUPPLY AND SANITATION DIVISON, CUTTACK
MAHANADIBIHAR; CUTTACK-753004
Telephone:0671-2441619, e-mail: eerwssctc1@nic.in
Govt. of Odisha e-procurement Notice
Bid Identification No. rwssctc- 05/2020-21
The Executive Engineer, RWS&S Division, Cuttack on behalf of Governor of Odisha invites lump sum bid through e-procurement double cover system

2
3
4
5.
6. Date and time of availability of bid document in portal : 11 hour of 02-12-2020 to 14-12-2020 up to 17 hours
7.
8. Date & time of opening of tender : 15-12-2020 at 11:30 Hours in the office of the Executive Engineer, RWS&S Division, Cuttack
9
1

ttps//www.tendersorissa.gov.in.

advertisers or otherwise acting on an
advertisement in any manner whatsoever.
NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY

E-NOTICE OF INVITATION OF TENDER
Divisional Railway Manager, N.W. Rly.
Bikaner for and on behalf of President of
India invites sealed open tender for the
following works on the date shown as
below. Tender No. S&T/BKN/ET 190;
Name of Work with its Location : "S&T
associated work in connection with
TRR(P) work in HMH-SOG Section of
Bikaner Division." Approx. Cost of
Work : 3670335.18; Earnest money
Rs. : 73400/-; Date & Time for
submission of Tender & opening of
tender : Up to 15.00 Hrs. of 22.12.2020;

Sd/-
EXECUTIVE ENGINEER,
RWSS DIVISION, CUTTACK
OIPR-25022/11/0012/2021

Website from Which complete Tender

GOVERNMENT OF MAHARASHTRA
PUBLIC WORK DEPARTMENT

INVITATION FOR TENDER
Tender Notice No. 16 Year 2020-21

details can be seen & download :
www.ireps.gov.in 857-AM/20

Please join us o

NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY

Sr.No. Name of Work

Estimated Cost E-NOTICE OF INVITATION OF TENDER

1 |CONSTRUCTION OF RCC COMPOUND WALL AT SURVEY NO.
341 AT MAHARASHTRA JUDICIAL ACADEMY UTTAN THANE.

Divl. Rly. Manager, N.W. Rly. Bikaner
for and on behalf of President of India
invites sealed open tender for the
following works on the date shown as
below. Tender No. S&T/BKN/ET191;
Name of Work with its Location : S&T
associated work in c/w provision of
ROB/RUB at LC-112A (Km 170/6-7) of
ADR station over Bikaner Division.
Approx. Cost of Work : 2770782.20;

Rs. 4,12,23,416/-

Earnest money Rs. : 55400.00; Date &
Time for submission of Tender: Up to
15:00 Hrs. on 21.12.2020; Website from
Which complete Tender details can be
seen & download : www.ireps.gov.in

858-AM/20

Calendar of Events : (1) Tenders must be submitted online through e-procure
-ment portal on or before 21.12.2020 at 4:00 pm. (2) Last Date for uploading the
Filled Tender Document is: 21.12.2020 by 4.00 PM. (3) Date of Technical Bid
opening of Tenders is on 22.12.2020 by 4:30 pm. (4) Opening of Financial Bid will
be done after Technical Bid approval. (5) Pre bid meeting will be held in the Office
of the Executive Engineer, Bengaluru South Division, Amruth Nagara, Konanakunte
Main Road, Soudhamini Layout, Bengaluru - 62 on 07.12.2020 between 11:00 am
to 12:30 pm. (6) Item No 11 to 27, 29, 30, 33 to 40 is Two Cover Tender System
and Item No 01 to 10 & 28, 31 & 32 is Single Cover Tender System. Further
details may be obtained from the above office during office hours on working days
or from website: https:/ieproc.karnataka.gov.in Sdl-

Maintain
Hand
Hygiene

6 Feet
Follow Physical
Distancing

Wear
Mask

T T

SL|~ Ward | Approx. Value of EMD No. of | Cate- Date of E-Tender Downloading 04.12.2020 to 28.12.2020 Time 10.30 to 17.30 PM.
No.| Nos. | WorkR.inLakhs) (in2.) Works | gory Date of Pre-bid 21.12.2020 Time 02.30 PM.
1 192 10.00 to 52.00 25’000/;;5;’/04‘000" 02_|Others Date of E-Tender Opening 31.12.2020 Time 12.30 PM (If Possible).
2 192 3.00 P 01 ST 1. Tender form Condition of Contract Specification and Contract drawing can be
3 | 192 (3rd Call) 50.00 1,00,000/- 01 |Others downloaded from e-tendering portal of Public Work Department of Maharashtra i.e.
4 194 10.00 to 100.00 | 25,000/-to 2,00,000-- | 13 |[Others https//mahatenders.gov.in
5 194 5.00 to 20.00 6,250-10 25,000~ | 02 | ST 2. Tender Notice can be seen also on web site https//mahatenders.gov.in &
7 197 (2nd Cal) 10.00 25,000 01_|Others|| | No./TD/Tender/ Sdr-
8 197 51.00 t0 70.00 [1,02,000/-t01,40,000-] 03 |Others|| | Office of the Executive Engineer Executive Engineer
9 [185 (2nd Call) 10.00 25,000- 01 | ST P.W. Division No. 1 Thane, Station Road. P.W. Division No. 1 Thane
10 [ 185 (2nd Call) 35.00 70,000/ 01 | Others Date: .. DGIPR/2020-2021/1297
11 185 7.50 to 10.00 9,375/- to 12,500/ 02 SC
12 184 55.00 to 100.00 [1,10,000/- to 2,00,000~-| 05 |Others GOVERNMENT OF MAHARASHTRA
13 196 51.00 to 100.00 |1,02,000/-to 2,00,000~-| 06 |Others OFFICE OF EXECUTIVE ENGINEER
14 195 100.00 2,00,000/- 01 |Others

Total No. of Works |40 PUBLIC WORKS DIVISION NO. 1 THANE

STATION ROAD, THANE (W.)-400601

Please join us on ®@® / NWRailways

South East Central Railway

PROVISION/MODIFICATION

OF OHE WORK

Tender No. TRD-BSP-108-20-21,
Date:23.11.2020

Work : Provision/Modification of OHE
in connection with modification for
loading P.F. at NTPC Exchange yard
between GAD-JND. Tender Value:

76,05,474/- EMD: ¥1,52,100/-,
Submission of Tender: upto 15.00 hrs
on 22.12.2020. For further details/
purchase of Tender document,

www.mahapwd.com Fax- (022) 25377240 email- thanel.ee@mahapwd.com
OutWard No. 4835 Tel. Phone- 25369293 Date : 25.11.2020
E-Tender Corrigendum No. 3 (Time Table)
WORK | PROVIDING WATER PROOFING TREATMENT TO W.C. & BATH, BALCONY SIDE RENOVATION
NAME :- | OF DOWN TAKE DRAINAGE, RAINWATER PIPE, WATER SUPPLY LINE, DOORS & WINDOWS
TO POLICE TOWN (SURYA, ADITYA, ARUN AND RAVI) AT COURT NAKA, THANE.
Ref.:- 1. E-Tender Notice No. 116/1 (Second call) letted Dated No. This Office Letter No. Tender/4354 Date 23.10.2020.
2. E-Tender Corrigendum No. 1 (Second call) letted Dated No. This Office Letter No. Tender/4532 Date 06.11.2020.
3. E-Tender Corrigendum No. 1 (Second call) letted Dated No. This Office Letter No. Tender/4712 Date 17.11.2020.
Sr. No. Tender Before Publish Date Now Publish Date

1

Selling Date

29.10.2020 to 27.11.2020

29.10.2020 to 07.12.2020

DGIPR 2020-21/1299

2 Pre Bid Mitting - 01.12.2020
3 Tender Opening Date 01.12.2020 11.12.2020
Sd/-

Executive Engineer,
P.W. Division No. 1, Thane.

Executive Engineer, Bengaluru South Division

COVID-19. DO NOT PANIC, BE AWARE

New

Delhi

eligibility criteria & the complete
details for the above works, please
contact Office of the Sr.DEE/TRD/SECR/
Bilaspur or refer/download Tender
document which is available on our
website: www.ireps.gov.in.

Sr. Divl. Elect. Engg. (TRD)
CPR/10/325 S.E.C.Rly, Bilaspur

f South East Central Railway w @Secrail
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Skeletal remains of animals
from Peshwa era found in Pune

ANJALIMARAR
PUNE,NOVEMBER 26

WORKERS DIGGING at the Pune
Metro site near Mandai have dis-
covered skeletal remains of ani-
mals dating back to when the
Peshwas ruled Pune. This is pos-
sibly the first time such remains
have been found within city lim-
its. The remains belong to an ele-
phant and some bovine animals
and are between 200 and 300
years old, experts said.

After stumbling upon some
elongated bones, metro workers
carefully removed them and
alerted experts at Deccan
College Post Graduate Research
Institute.

A four-member team from
the archaeology department vis-
ited the site on Thursday.
Preliminary examination has re-
vealed that the bones are of
mammals, which could have
been buried between 200 and
300 years ago.

"The bones were found at a
depth of about 10 feet. One bone

Experts check the animal remains found at the site. ArulHorizon

of an elephant," said Sachin Joshi,
an archaeo-chemist from
Deccan College, who led the in-
spection team.

According to experts, as this
was anaccidental discovery, only
one of the bones was intact
whereas the others suffered mi-
nor damages and crumbled.

Experts said the bones were
not ancient and linked them to
the Peshwa era. Local historians
trace back the presence of a
'Hatti Mahal', which literally

located in the vicinity of the
present-day site suggesting that
elephants were commonly
found in the locality.

"Back in those days, areas
around Mandai were not thickly
populated and, hence, could
have been used for burials,” said
Joshi, adding that the area
around the site must be scientif-
ically excavated and bone sam-
ples studied in detail.

Joshi also said these bones
were much lighter and fresh, rul-

JCO killed in Pak shelling along LoC

Jammu: A junior commissioner
officer (JCO) of the Army was
killed and a civilian injured on
Thursday after Pakistan troops
resorted to mortar shelling and
small arms fire along the Line of
Control in Jammu and Kashmir’s
Poonch district.

Identifying the deceased as
Subedar Swatantra Singh, sources

said that he was critically injured
when Pakistani troops violated
the ceasefire around 1.30 pm. The
Army retaliated befittingly.

The injured JCO was shifted
to hospital where he succumbed
to injuries, sources said. A civil-
ian, identified as Mohammad
Rashid, was also injured in the
Pakistani shelling. ENS

NORTHERN RAILWAY

TENDER NOTICE

(Through e-tendering)
Tender No. 558-Sig-16-M-TENDER-AMC-045-2020-21

Dated: 26.11.2020

Name of work with its
location

Comprehensive Annual Maintenance contract and Repair
of DG sets installed over Delhi Division for one year.

App. Cost of the work (3)

14,27,091/- only

Earnest Money Deposit(Z) | 28,600/-only

Address of the office

Senior Divisional Signal & Telecom Engineer-C,
Northern Railway, 3rd Floor, Annexe-1, DRM Office,
New Delhi-110055.

Date & Time for upload the
tender / closing of tender

Tender uploading / closing date & time-
23.12.2020 up to 15.00 hrs.

board location where
complete details of the
tender can be seen etc.

Website particular & notice|See the Northern Railway website www.ireps.gov.in &
Notice board at S&T branch, 3rd Floor, DRM office,
State Entry Road, New Delhi-110055

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

2651/20

(Procedure Rules) 1993.

In the matter of O.A. No. 490/2019
State Bank of India v
Applicant s

To,

D-2

BEFORE DEBTS RECOVERY TRIBUNAL - Il1, DELHI
4th Floor, Jeevan Tara Building, Parliament Street, New Delhi-110001
Notice under Section 19(4) of the Recovery of Debts Due to Banks and Financial
Institutions Act. 1993 read with Rule 12 and 13 of the Debts Recovery Tribunal

M/s Amrapali Centurian Park Pvt. Ltd.
Through its Managing Director / Authorised Signatory

Mr. Sanjay Kumar Singh & Anr.
Defendants

was identified as the lowerlimb  translates to Palace of Elephants,  ing out fossilisation. Regd. Office at: 307, 3rd Floor, Nipun Tower, Plot No. 15, Community
Centre, Karkardooma, Delhi-110092
— - Wh the ab d applicant has instituted inst d
G LSV Netiesionb o | [ whereas it has been shown to thesatisacton of the Tribunl that it s ot possble o
L&T awarded - . serve you in ordinary way. Therefore, this notice is given by advertisement directing you
I_mportant Notice for the Rail Passenge_rs to make appearancein this Tribunal on 16.12.2020 at 10.30A.M.
. . . . Take notice that in case of your failure to appear on the above mentioned day
Contract Worth Itisnotified for information of general before this Tribunal, the case will be heard and decided in your absence.
ublic that following Additional Due to ongoing Pandemic Situation, all the matters will be taken up through
P . . & . p— A— Video Conferencing and for that purpose:-
RS 24,985 Cr for Special Express Train will run from 28-11-2020 till (i) All'the Advocates / Litigants shall download the Cisco Webex application / software.
. . further advice as under:- (ii) alle_etting/lg and Pasg#ord I1’7r tzinext datgf?f helelzrir?g”%ua caﬁels)lto be gaken_by
. N . egistrar / Recovel icer-1/an ecovel Icer-ll shall be avallable one day prior
bullet traln prOJeCt 05014/05013 Katthdam'Jalsalmer'KathOdam Speclal Train to %he next date a;yDRT Offical Portali.e. Ll;yrt.gov.in underthe Public Notice \I/-lr;ad.
05014 05013 (iii) In any exigency qua that, the Advocates/Litigants can contact the concerned
. official at Ph. No. 23748469.
KGM-JSM Station JSM-KGM Given under my hand and seal on the Tribunal on this 13.11.2020
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE ArT. Dep. ArT. Dep. By Order of the Tribunal, Assistant Registrar, DRT-Il, New Delhi
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 26 -- 20:35 Kathgodam 04:55 --
20:47 | 20:52 | Haldwani 0413 | 0423 | | Bgg] SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE BOARD OF INDIA
India’s bullet train project formally 21:29 21:34 Lalkuan 03:45 | 03:50 NORTHERN REGIONAL OFFICE
e oo (L) 22:05 | 22:10 | RudrapurCity | 02:58 | 03:06 NBCC Complex, Office Tower-1, 8th Floor.
contract worthRs 24,985 crore-- one of 2227 22:29 Bilaspur 02:48 | 02:50 p ex, © ’ ) y
the largest contracts in the infrastruc- 23:04| 23:07 Rampur 02:17 | 02.22 | | Plate-B, East Kidwai Nagar, New Delhi-110023
ture sector in the country -- for the con- - - - -
. . : : Moradabad : :
struction of 237 km of viaductand other (Z)g-gi 82_32 (Ezpira 233(53 g;gg OFFICE CARS AVAILABLE FOR SALE
installations in Gujarat. : : . : : .

The company will finish this job in 02:58 | 03:00 Gaziabad 23:00 | 23:02 | | Three numbers of office cars owned by“SEBI
fouryears, L&T’s CEO and managing di- gi;(l) gi;g Sﬁgb&?ad iig 35(3); are available for immediate sale on “as is
rector S N Subrahmanyan said at the : : cih : : i iQ” i
contract_signing Ceremony’rhursday_ 04:44 04:46 Delhi Sarai Rohilla 20:38 20:40 Where IS baSIS ) The Co,rnplete detalls are

Japanese Ambassador to India 05:03 | 05:05 Delhi Cant 2018 | 20:20 | [available . |n. SEBI's web site
Satoshi Suzuki, Railway Board chairman 05:21| 05:23 Gurgaon 20:01 | 20:03 | |“www.sebi.gov.in” under the head “Tenders”
VI(Yada\{andNatlonalnghSpeedRall 05:44 | 05:46 Patuadi Road 19:38 | 19:40 and on Central Public Procurement Portal
Corporation MD Achal Khare were also 06:28 | 06:32 Rewari Jn. 19:17 | 19:20 . .
present at the ceremony. 06:47 | 06:49 Bawal 1838 | 1830 | |[(CPP) Portal@http.//eprogure.gov.ln/cppp.

l{n qén_te ﬁoréﬁ?ené it WOfuld be 07:13 | 07:15 Khairthal 18:11 | 18:13 | [The offers should be submitted on or before
completed in the defined timeframe,” 07:38 | 07:41 Alwar 17:51 | 17:54 :

Yadav said. “With this the work for the 08:07 | 08:09 Rajgarh 1711 1713 SIOk?I' p-m on thfe 2:]_ days dfrom' the date _Of
bu'?ﬁgﬁgg?&ﬁ?gg%\/olves making 08:32| 08:34 |  Bandikui Jn. 1650 [ 1650 | [PuPlication of this advertisement in
. N : : D . . newspapers.
the viaduct between Vapi and 82-451;1 gg:g Gandhi I\?;S:r Taiour 1?;: 1:[212 pap davp 15204/11/0222/2021
Vadodara. It includes four stations and : : a5 P : :
adepot. 10:08 | 10:20 Jaipur 15:20 | 15:35
11:34| 11:36 Kishan Garh 13:41 | 13:43 o AR
12:25( 12:35 Ajmer Jn. 13:00 | 13:15 - AsfE= piadod
Govt Seeks to 13:15 | 13:17 Beawar 11.47 | 1149 e paz 70,/ 01 A Hoamo pmofie) A 01 4 m0a0-20
. 14:40 | 15:05 Marwar Jn. 10:20 | 10:45 Fymiae: 28 T, 2020
formalise 1528 | 15:33 | PaliMarwar | 09:23 | 09:28 firpf
. . 16:28 | 16:30 | Bhagat Ki Kothi 08:31 | 08:33 | |=mErr aftm RBen e & 8 sonwmme B sl fon (s=m
I'Cngtl'atIOl'l, use of 16:50 | 17:05 Jodhpur 08:05 | 08:25 | |w) wier zon fr Fmm - Adsa2020 i 0 o, 2
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DIRECTORATE OF EDUCATION, GOVT. OF NCT OF DELHI

OLD SECRETARIAT, DELHI-54

Public Notice for Drawing a panel of Guest teachers for the posts

of TGT (Maths, Science and English), PGT (English, Maths,

Physics, Biology, Chemistry, Commerce and Economics), EVGCs

and Special Educators for Engagement in Delhi Government

Schools

Ref. No.- DE.18.2(15)/E-V/2017/835

Dated: 25.11.20

Online applications are invited on behalf of Director (Education), GNCT of Delhi
for drawing a panel of Guest Teachers for the posts of TGT (Maths, Science and
English), PGT (English, Maths, Physics, Biology, Chemistry, Commerce and
Economics), EVGCs and Special Educators for Engagement in Delhi
Government Schools. The complete details of the process to be followed are
uploaded on the website of the department i.e. http://www.edudel.nic.in.
Reservations and age relaxation to the candidates belonging to
SC/ST/OBC/Disabled persons etc. would be as per Government Rules.
Submission of applications other than online mode shall be summarily rejected.
Applicants are strictly instructed not to send any hard copy of the application to
this department.

For any change/amendments made in this regard information will be available
on the above mentioned website.
Start Date of inviting application: from 01.12.2020 (11:00 AM)
Last date and time for submission of applications: 10.12.2020, upto 6.00 PM
Sd/-
Joint. Director of Education
Admin. Branch

DIP/Shabdarth/0451/20-21
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Indian Institute of Packaging

i autonomous body under the Minishy of Commerce & Industy,Gort of Inde

r

ADMISSIONS OPEN

INTENSIVE TRAINING COURSE (ITC)
IN PACKAGING
Course Duration 3 Months Full time Course
Commences From 4th January 2021 at Mumbai.

qo09ng £

Eligibility: 12th Pass/ITI/ Diploma/ Degree in any branch and a zest to make a career
inthe field of packaging.

Admission: on first-come-first served basis. Application form and prospectus can be
obtained from IIP Mumbai by paying Rs. 100/- in cash or by DD in favour of Indian
Institute of Packaging payable at Mumbai.

DIPLOMA IN PACKAGING
26th Batch (2021-2022) Through Correspondence
(Accredited by The Asian Packaging Federation) @ Course Duration 18 Months

Eligibility: Graduate in Science, Engineering, Technology, Commerce and Arts from
UGC recognized University /Diploma from recognized technical board in Engineering /
Technology are eligible for the course. Candidates should have minimum one-year
industrial Experience in the operational areas like Production, Purchase, Marketing,
Quality Control etc. Application form and prospectus can be obtained from [IP Mumbai
by paying Rs. 250/~ in cash or by DD in favour of Indian Institute of Packaging payable
atMumbai.
Last date for receiving filled application form is 31st December, 2020.

Candidates can visit IIP website www.iip-in.com
and submit application form through online.
Indian Institute of Packaging
E-2, Road No. 8, MIDC Area, Andheri East, Mumbai 400 093.
Tel : 91-22-2821 9803, Ext.: 108/301/303/304/310.
Fax : 91-22- 28328178 / 28375302
Web: www.iip-in.com  Email: infoiip@iip-in.com / reiip@iip-in.com
For Details Contact
Dr. Babu Rao Guduri : +91 7208119238 Mr. Bhushan Surpur : +91 9821022112
Mr. A. S. Ravi : +91 9869620990 Mr. Nitin Raibole : +91 8692943727

Government of Jharkhand

Rural Development Department (RWA)

JHARKHAND STATE RURAL ROAD DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY
3" Floor, F.E.P. Building, Dhurwa, Ranchi — 834004

Invitation of Expression of Interest from reputed Consultant/ Firms for Empanelment of Traffic
Survey of PMGSY Road.

»  Jharkhand State Rural Road Development Authority (JSRRDA) is an Authority under RDD
(RWA), Government of Jharkhand engaged in construction and Maintenance of road and
bridges under Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojna (PMGSY) in the State of Jharkhand.

»  Expression of interest (EOI) is invited in two envelope system (Technical and Financial bid
envelopes) from reputed DPR Consultants / Firms for conducting Traffic Survey of PMGSY
roads in different districts of Jharkhand.

»  Consultants / Firms having minimum qualification as mentioned below are only eligible to

apply:-

(6] Annual turnover of Rs. 20.00 lacs in any one of last 3 years.

(i) Successfully completed as a prime consultant/ firm Traffic Survey of minimum 3
roads under State Govt./ Central Govt./PSU with a total minimum length of 10 Km.

(iii) Having at least 3 graduate Civil Engineer and 6 Nos. of sub-technical personnel on

itsroll.

(iv) DPR consultants / firms who are / were engaged in JSRRDA during the last three

years (From Financial Year 2016-17) are not eligible to participate in this EOL.
»  The EOI should be submitted in hard copies only, with a demand draft of Rs. 25000.00 only as
earnest money in favour of “Chief Engineer, JSRRDA” payable at Ranchi. The earnest money
of unsuccessful consultants / firms; shall be refunded after award of the work to the successful
consultant/ firm.
Selection of consultant / firm will be made as per the evaluation criteria of JSRRDA. The work
may be allotted to one or more consultant/ firms as per the need.

»  The consultant / firm should submit an affidavit that they are not blacklisted / debarred by any
Govt. body. They should also submit the affidavit that no criminal or fraudulent case is pending
against them.

»  Financial bids of bidders found non responsive in technical evaluation shall not be opened.

Detailed EOI can be viewed on www. pmgsytendersjhr.gov.in.

EOI with complete details in the prescribed format only should be submitted in hard copies (in one envelope
containing two separate envelopes clearly mentioning “Technical bid” and “Financial bid” separately) to
the office of Chief Engineer, JSRRDA, 3™ Floor, F.F.P. Building, Dhurwa, Ranchi (Jharkhand)—
834004 on or before 07.12.2020 upto 3.00 PM.

EOI received after the stipulated date and time will not entertained. No separate TA/DA will be paid for the
work or attending the meeting at JSSRRDA.

Before submitting the proposal the consultant should verify that their proposal is complete in all respects.
The decision of JSRRDA will be final and binding on all JSRRDA reserves the right to accept / reject any or
all applications without assigning any reason.

v

Chief Engineer
JSRRDA, Ranchi

PR 236343 Rural Work Department (20-21)_D
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NATIONAL CENTRE FOR CELL SCIENCE, PUNE
(An Autonomous Institution of the Department of Biotechnology,
Government of India)

NCCS/Advt./Academic/JRF-PHD/March-2021 Dt. 23.11.2020
NCCS Ph.D Admission-March-2021

National Centre for Cell Science, Pune, invites application for Admission as
Junior Research Fellow to the Ph.D Programme for March-2021 session.
Students with a post-graduate degree and having valid fellowship from
CSIR/UGC/DBT-(Category I)/ICMR/BINC, are eligible to apply.
DST-Inspire qualified students with NET-LS or GATE are also eligible to
apply

Students with post graduate degree, who do not have a fellowship but have
qualified JGEEBILS examination conducted by NCBS/TIFR held on 08"
December, 2019 are eligible to apply. However, candidates those are
shortlisted by NCCS criteria will only be called for interview.

All shortlisted candidates will have to appear for an online interview during
27", 28" & 29" January, 2021.

The complete application form (download from NCCS web site) along with the
copies of M.Sc. marks statement and Fellowship certificate/admit card should
be sent by e-mail to phdadmission@nccs.res.in (One PDF file containing
application in prescribed format along with certificates) on or before
24.12.2020

Dean
Academics

Ministry of Health & Family Welfare
Government of India

PUBLIC I

Section 22 of the PC-PNDT Act, 1994 prohibits any
advertisement in any form, including on internet relating to
preconception and prenatal determination of
sex or sex selection

Any contravention is punishable with
imprisonment up to 3 years and with
fine up to ¥10,000/-

The Hon’ble Supreme Court, keeping in view the provisions of the
PC-PNDT Act, 1994 by order dated 16.11.2016 in Writ Petition
(Civil) No.341 of 2008, directed the Union of India to constitute a
Nodal Agency, as an interim arrangement to regulate and
remove the E-advertisements, relating to preconception and
prenatal determination of sex or sex selection on internet.

Nodal Agency accordingly has been constituted by Government
of India under Ministry of Health and Family Welfare
as below:

NODAL AGENCY

For monitoring E-advertisements related to Pre-conception
and Pre-natal determination of sex or sex selection
prohibited under PC&PNDT Act, 1994

011-26107773/26166441/26165959/26185696
pcpndtcomplaints@nihfw.org

Contact:
E-mail:

As directed by the Hon’ble Supreme Court, anyone (any person)
who comes across anything that is/has the nature of an
advertisement related to preconception and prenatal
determination of sex or sex selection or has any impact in
identifying a boy or a girl in any method, manner or mode by any
search engine or website (eg. Google, Yahoo, Bing, or any other
search engine) shall bring it to the notice of the Nodal Agency.
The information may be sent to the Nodal Agency through e-mail
or phone on the contact details given above.

1202/7700/1 1/201 L dAdp

New Delhi



WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

12 ;

\ THEINDIAN EXPRESS, FRIDAY,NOVEMBER 27,2020

:'THE EDITORIAL PAGE

WORDLY WISE
TO SEE THE BALL, TO RUN AFTER IT, MAKES ME THE
HAPPIEST MAN IN THE WORLD.
— DIEGO MARADONA

ThelndianEXPRESS
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RAMNATH GOENKA

BECAUSE THE TRUTH

INVOLVES US ALL

THE RED LINES

V-P cherry-picks a few verdicts to suggest judicial overreach
when the larger pattern says quite the opposite

nthe theme of “harmonious coordination between legislature, executive,

and judiciary”, at the two-day 80th All India Presiding Officers Conference

at Kevadia in Gujarat, the President, Vice President and Prime Minister

sent out some high-minded and mostly unexceptionable messages.

Speaking on the concluding day, also the 71st Constitution Day, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi spoke of the “maryada” (adherence to boundaries), separation
of powers, and checks and balances built into the constitutional design, which also offers
the corrective if these are disturbed. He drew a link between efforts to harmonise the work-
ing of the three organs of the Constitution and the “people’s trust”. And of the need to find
newer ways of connecting the people with the Constitution they gave themselves (“jan
bhagidari”) and popularising the constitutional ethos and language, especially for the
“yuva peedhi” or the young. President Ram Nath Kovind spoke of the importance of the role
of the Opposition, the necessity for meaningful deliberation with the ruling party. And
Vice President Venkaiah Naidu talked of the “excesses” of the executive and legislature —
“violation of rights and liberties of citizens by the executive at times is too visible. At times,
the legislature too has crossed the line ...” Naidu also touched upon a mounting unease
about the constitutional balance between institutions, or its unsettling.

Naidu spoke of judicial “overreach” and disrespect of the “jurisdictional sanctity en-
shrined in the Constitution” and pointed to court interventions on matters ranging from
fireworks on Diwali to denying the executive a role in the appointment of judges. These, he
said, have resulted in “avoidable blurring of contours demarcated by the Constitution”.
While each of the specific instances cited by the VP may spark a separate debate on the
scope and limits of judicial power, there is a problem with his broader formulation and the
way he cherry picked a few verdicts. In fact, the disquieting pattern is an inversion of his
real worry. In the last several years, the growing concern has been about the political exec-
utive weaponising its majority mandate and the judiciary not stepping up toits role to keep
the balance. In other words, while there may well be instances of the judiciary’s overreach,
the larger disquiet in recent times is caused by the judiciary’s reticence — its unwillingness
or inability to talk back to the executive, to point out the limits of its powers vis a vis other
institutions and to uphold the rights and freedoms of citizens against a transgressing state.

There is, indeed, as the vice president suggested, a need to pause and reflect on a dis-
turbed constitutional balance, but not quite in the way he meant it. The executive must
askitselfif the majority or majoritarian principle can be used in all domains and whether
itis doing a disservice to its mandate by wielding it like a blunt instrument. And the ju-
diciary must turn the gaze within in order to retrieve a sense of institutional self and pur-
pose that sometimes appears to be lost or receding.

BATTLE FOR A CITY

BJP’s high-voltage campaign may be turning Hyderabad
municipal polls into a high stakes — and polarising — contest

LECTIONS TO THE Greater Hyderabad Municipal Corporation (GHMC) have

always seen fierce political battles. However, the BJP has ratcheted up the

competition this time to a level hitherto unseen. Sensing an opportunity to

establish itself as a major player in a state where it has had only a nominal

presence until recently, the party has assembled a battery of heavyweight
campaigners — Union Home Minister Amit Shah and party chief | P Nadda are among
those scheduled to campaign in the city before polling on December 1. With Bhupender
Yadav, who played a role in strategising for the Bihar assembly election, in charge of the
GHMC campaign, the BJP offensive has acquired a new edge.

The BJP’s hopes for the GHMC, which encompasses 24 assembly seats across four dis-
tricts, ride on expectations born of its recent electoral success in Telangana. In the 2019
general election, the BJP won four of the 17 Lok Sabha seats in the state — one seat more
than the Congress — and got nearly 20 per cent votes. It won an assembly by-poll earlier
this month in chief minister K Chandrasekhara Rao’s home district — the party’s vote share
rising from 13.75 per cent in 2018 to 38.5 per cent. Besides, the Secunderabad Lok Sabha
seat, which falls in GHMC, has been electing BJP candidates. The BJP calculates that it is
poised to replace the Congress as the main opposition in Telangana. A win in Hyderabad
could become a launch pad for the party to expand in that state, and thereafter, increase
its footprint in southern India, where its success has so far been limited to Karnataka.

The BJP has proposed an ambitious welfare agenda for GHMC, where the TRS is on
the backfoot after the recent floods. Along with the welfarism, it is also raising the pitch
on polarising issues — Hyderabad has a 30 per cent Muslim population and is the home
turf of Asaduddin Owaisi and his party, the AIMIM. BJP leaders such as Tejaswi Surya have
accused the TRS and AIMIM of sheltering Bangladeshis while Union Textile Minister
Smriti Irani has claimed that thousands of Rohingya were illegally residing in the city.
The party has also started acampaign to celebrate September 17, the day the Indian Army
concluded its operations against the Nizam'’s forces, as Hyderabad Liberation Day instead
of remembering it as Telangana Merger Day. Hyderabad has come a long way since
Operation Poloin 1948 and emerged as a software and education hub. It would be unfor-
tunate if the competing visions for the cosmopolitan city’s future end up harking back to
old fault lines and contested histories.

BALL LOSES FOOT

Through a turbulent life and career, Diego Maradona never
failed his partner in a hypnotic tango

ROWING UP IN a Buenos Aires slum, the precocious chico, Diego

Maradona, befriended his most loyal friend very early — a football, or

whatever he could fashion into one. An orange, a crumpled newspaper

or anything spherical that accompanied him to school in keepy-uppies

— juggling without letting the ball touch the ground. First, a damaged
fence and then umpteen defenders and goalkeepers bore testament to how inseparable
the boy and ball could be, until the last moment when he let go for a goal, and it was all too
late. He never lost his hypnotic hold over the ball — once aiming it accurately to flick Ruud
Gullit's dreadlocks en route the top corner.

Diego Maradona died on Wednesday aged 60. In his TV show The Night of the Ten, he’d
mused that his gravestone be inscribed "thanks to the ball”. But like his Peter Pan glee
when tossed a ball, he never lost the rawness, spontaneity and individual brilliance of the
street-footballer. Through a life that fell apart with the onset of addiction, ageing and obe-
sity, the ball when at his left foot didn't seem to lose shape or go astray. He urged his legions
to believe that no matter what happened in his life outside the ball orbit, his partnerin a
tango, the football, would remain honourable and unstained.

Blessed with an exquisite left foot and a low centre of gravity, the 5-foot-5 tall legend
humiliated his opponents by twisting and turning, dribbling and dodging. The selfless love
for the ball never diminished even as a fan at a game. In his passing away, the ball lost its
better half — the divine foot.
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The sorcerer’s tale

Diego Maradona was a magician on the field,
and a charmer off it
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THAT MAGICIAN, DIEGO Maradona, has left
us without giving any notice. There have been
times when we saw him teetering at the edge
of death. If he had recovered this time, he
would have shrugged off the latest scare with
asmile and quoted Mark Twain: “The reports
of my death are greatly exaggerated.”

The genius of Maradona canbe interpreted
in manifold ways — foremost is the football
magician who the world marvelled at. The
sorcery he was capable of with his feet cre-
ated legions of football fanatics around the
world, including me. My son was only begin-
ning to learn the nuances of the game, when
Maradona failed a drug test and was forced to
leave the 1994 World Cup midway. It was a
personal loss for all of us. Maradona later put
that incident beautifully: “They chopped my
legs.” There is a poet in him, we realised.

The world got acquainted with the poetin
Maradona during the 1986 World Cup quar-
terfinal against England. That matchrevealed
his divine and mortal selves. Memories of that
match, whichIwatched onablack and white
TV set, are vivid. When asked about the first
goal — the infamous Hand of God goal — he
remarked with an equal ounce of mischief and
cheek: “Alittle with the head of Diego and alit-
tle with the hand of God.” There was a meas-
ured poetic beauty to the line. Diego in local
parlance meant god or messiah.

Then, in the 55th minute, he scored a goal
of sheer brilliance — every move and move-
ment that led to the goal was forged in grace
and beauty, power and precision. He danced,
slithered and slipped past several defenders
to score the most beautiful goal everina World
Cup.The sequence of the goal continues toin-
toxicate every football lover on the planet. That
the Aztec Stadium in Mexico erected a bronze
statue of Maradona is a testament to that
goal's immortality. There are thousands of
statues celebrating footballers and sportsmen,
but is there one to commemorate a goal?

There are several lingering memories of
his game, some of which have fallen off the
Maradona myth. For instance, a through ball
to Claudio Cannigia against Cameroonin the
1990 tournament opener. It started like this:
A ground ball from the Argentina half
reached Maradona, who was hovering
around the centre line. A sturdy Cameroon

He was such a spontaneous
creator of the outrageous -- a
prince of the outrageous. His
power to imagine was
stupendous. At the same
time, he was given to revelry.
In that, he was like Mozart,
another genius. Mozart’s
creativity had the efficiency
of a computer, because he
could compose even when he
was preoccupied with non-
musical tasks. Mozart, it is
said, could rewind and fast
forward the composition in
his mind and reproduce the
notes later. Talents like
Maradona and Mozart make
us, non-believers, think that
god might actually exist.

defender tried to body-block him, cut out his
channels, and prevent him from tearing
away. Maradona stopped, as if reconciled to
the tackle. The defender too stopped, think-
ing the Argentine would retreat. But
Maradona had scripted a different plotin his
mind. He took off, like a little bubble of en-
ergy. The defender stood frozen, as Maradona
swished past him. What amazed me most
was his control, the ball was drifting out of
the corner line, but Maradona with the
faintest of touches and turns, kept it in play,
cut back and flung a well-weighted goal to
Cannigia, who inexplicably spilled it. If that
had been a goal, it would have been the
greatest World Cup assist of all time.

Maradona always answered his critics on
the field. Before the pre-quarters against
Brazil in the 1990 World Cup, Cannigia burst
out, “Maradona needs just Maradona”, im-
plying that he was selfish. His words dis-
turbed me, but in that match, Maradona
served Cannigia a delicious pass that the lat-
ter converted and won the match for
Argentina. It was so good a delivery thateven
I could have scored, I used to joke. Legend has
it that Cannigia wept and hugged Maradona
in the dressing room.

[liked his roguishness, like in the 1986 fi-
nal against West Germany. Argentina gets a
free-kick near the centre circle, Maradona
surveys the field clumsily, drifts and prances
as if he’s disenchanted. Then he belts an ac-
curate cross to Jorge Burruchaga, who nets
the match-winner.

He was such a spontaneous creator of the
outrageous — a prince of the outrageous. His
power to imagine was stupendous. At the
same time, he was given to revelry. In that,
he was like Mozart, another genius. Mozart’s
creativity had the efficiency of a computer,
because he could compose even when he
was preoccupied with non-musical tasks.
Mozart, it is said, could rewind and fast for-
ward the composition in his mind and repro-
duce the notes later. Talents like Maradona
and Mozart make us, non-believers, think
that god might actually exist.

It used to be said of Mahatma Gandhi that
he could make leaders from clay. So did
Maradona — he made even the most mod-
est player around him a world-beater. I be-

lieve that the brilliance of Lionel Messi, my
favourite contemporary player, is because of
Maradona: A Messi could have been born
only in the land of Maradona.

Another endearing aspect of Maradona
was his political conviction. Politics is woven
into the heart and soul of Latin America.
However, those who benefitted from the
market economy of the West, rarely take po-
litical positions. But Maradona did, emphat-
ically and powerfully. His political beliefs
were unshakeable. I remember a 2005 free
trade summit in Buenos Aires that involved
the then US president George W Bush and
many Latin American leaders. They had as-
sembled to sign a free-trade treaty that
would isolate Cuba. But Maradona organised
aprotest. He wore a “War Criminal” T-shirt to
an anti-Bush “counter-summit” that drew
protesters from around the world.
Eventually, the summit failed.

Maradona used to host a television pro-
gramme, in which he interviewed the likes of
Fidel Castro and Hugo Chavez. He had the
presence as well as the knowledge to engage
themin serious conversation. Once a presen-
ter sceptically asked him who he learned his
politics from? Maradonareplied: “I have read
Che Guevara, he is my compatriot. [ have tried
to understand Cuba. Why are other Latin
American countries not like Cuba, I always
analyse and try tolearn. I talk to Castro. This is
howIlearn.”

[ have no embarrassment in admitting
thatIwas mad about Maradona. So, when he
visited India in 2008, I travelled to Kolkata. A
meeting was arranged in Jyoti Basu’s house.
When I showed him a photograph of Basu
with Castro, his eyes glowed. He told me:
“Fidel, your friend. Fidel, my friend. We are
friends.” Later, I showed him a watch that had
atiny picture of Che embossed inside it. It was
given to me by Maradona’s friend and famous
actor, Sergio Corrieri. He was excited: “Che
Guevara, Che Guevara,” he kept saying.
wished that he showed me the Castro tattoo
on his leg or the Che one on his bicep. A few
minutes later Maradona left, leaving me con-
vinced that there was no one quite like him.

The writer,a member of the CPM politburo, is
aformer education minister of Kerala

[ .LESSONS FROM TH

COMPANY

Our past should teach us how to resist new colonial designs framed by a pandemic

MEETA RAJIVLOCHAN

IONCE MET a researcher from JNU at a social
event. In the course of our conversation, [
found out that she was pursuing a doctorate
and Imade the mistake of asking her what the
doctorate was about. She looked at me with
some pity and told me kindly that the subject
was a difficult one; only an initiate could un-
derstand it. Ilooked at the clock and saw that
we had another two hours to kill. So I asked
her to tell me nevertheless — perhaps I might
understand. It turned out that she was study-
ing the culture and politics of a little-known
tribal group in central India as part of a larger
study of oppression. She seemed to have
known the dimensions of oppression before
she began the study. I wondered why she did
the study in that case but decided that such a
question could be a conversation stopper.
Later, while reading the marvellous The
History of India, as Told by Its Own Historians
(1867), edited by Elliott and Dowson, I came
across an episode that demonstrates that such
overweening conceit is, and has been, a be-
setting sin of Indians, for a few hundred years
atany rate. Khafi Khan, the historian of Mughal
times, was railing against the English East
India Company and its depredations on Indian
shipping. He says, “the total revenue of
Bombay, which is chiefly derived from betel-
nuts and cocoa-nuts, does not reach to two or
three lacs of rupees. The profits of the com-
merce of these misbelievers, according to re-
port, does not exceed twenty lacs of rupees.

‘What every Indian child
should remember is that
from the last decade of the
16th century, various
European companies began
to arrive in India. We
interacted with them while
doing business for well over
150 years before the Battle of
Plassey. And yet, no one
seems to have realised that
the Europeans brought with
them a fundamentally
different attitude to
business, with no
compunctions about using
coercion and state power to
further the ends of trade.

The balance of the money required for the
maintenance of the English settlement is ob-
tained by plundering the ships voyaging to the
House of God, of which they take one or two
every year.” Evidently, to Khan, the company
was a set of puny peddlers who, in theirigno-
rance and foolishness, had dared to challenge
the Mughals. Within three decades of his ful-
minations, the Mughal empire had crumbled
and the puny peddlers were on the way to be-
coming the new masters of India.

SowhatisitaboutIndians thatleads them
to conceit or an abject self-abnegation of the
kind that we routinely see today? Indians be-
have today as though all true knowledge must
come from the West, and a degree from any
Western university is worth far more than any
Indian degree. Yet, barely 200 years ago,
Indians showed massive arrogance and un-
concern about the West.

What every Indian child should remem-
beris that from the last decade of the 16th cen-
tury, various European companies began to
arrive in India. We interacted with them while
doing business for well over 150 years before
the Battle of Plassey. And yet, no one seems to
have realised that the Europeans brought with
them a fundamentally different attitude to
business, with no compunctions about using
coercion and state power to further the ends
of trade. Make no mistake, the East India
Company beat Indian businessmen at their
own game much before it came to power af-

ter the Battle of Plassey. This was an India
where a banker of the house of Jagat Seth
thought nothing about paying the English
company to dislodge Siraj-ud-Daulah in
Bengal — they may well have thought that one
ruler was as good as another. Within five years
of the company coming to power, the house of
Jagat Seth went into an irreversible decline.

Current events show that this is no mere
historical anecdote. As the pandemic threat-
ens the foundations of global order, some writ-
ers point out that a modern-day colonialism
based on the monopoly of data is very possi-
ble and that India could become a colony of
the West once again. That it takes a pandemic
to bring this home to us is a matter of serious
concern. For, it shows that India has learnt lit-
tle from 200 years of colonial rule.

Irrespective of what evil the British did, the
one thing the East India Company showed
consistently was great sensitivity to its sur-
roundings, an ability to learn from competi-
tors and, above all, the ability to test beliefs
against reality. These are qualities that we
would do well to learn. For making money is
not so much about access to capital but about
the ability to imagine the future, to learn re-
cursively and to constantly test your beliefs
against reality.

The writeris an IAS officer and author of
Making India Great Again: Learning from
our History
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V P SINGH’S STAND

PIQUED BY THE criticism of his govern-
ment by Congress-I MPs from Uttar
Pradesh, the state chief minister
Vishwanath Pratap Singh is likely to step
down when he meets the prime minister.
Singhis likely to accompany Indira Gandhi
to Rae Bareli and Allahabad during her
two-day UP visit beginning November 29.
Referring to the criticism by his party col-
leagues, he said “they are elected repre-
sentatives and their views must be given
due importance”. He said if somebody,
even the CM,, is an obstacle to the progress
and development of UP, he should be re-
moved. Singh said he did not want to an-
swer the allegations made against him.

However, he defended the charges of
casteism.

JUDGES’ TRANSFER

THE GOVERNMENT IS deliberately delay-
ing its decision on a proposal to transfer
judges from one high court to another be-
cause it wants a national debate on the is-
sue. This was stated in the Lok Sabha by
Union Home Minister P Shiv Shankar
while replying to a debate on the High
Court and Supreme Court (Conditions of
Service) Bill, which the House later passed.
He rejected the charge that the govern-
ment was delaying appointments till “suit-
ably committed” judges are found nor had
it disagreed with the recommendations

New Delhi

made by high court judges.

FARMERS PROTEST
FARMERS OF BHANDRA district, the “rice
bowl” of Maharashtra are on the warpath,
close on the heels of protests by cotton
growers in Vidarbha. At a meeting organ-
ised by the Bharatiya Kisan Sangh, the
farmers decided to boycott government
procurement centres on December 7- 8.

‘GANDHI’ FILMING

THE OPENING SHOT of the film on
Mahatma Gandhi by Richard Attenborough
was taken at an especially organised set in
Gurgaon. Ben Kingsley, who plays Gandhi
in the film, featured in the shot.
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“The 2020 election was not simply free of fraud, or whatever cooked-up
malfeasance the president is braying about at this hour. It was, from an
administrative standpoint, a resounding success.”

— THE NEW YORK TIMES

A capital mistake

Permitting industrial houses to own and control banks would be a grievous error, one that could
undermine both economic growth and democracy

=,

SHANKAR ACHARYA,
VIJAY KELKAR AND
ARVIND SUBRAMANIAN

AN INTERNAL WORKING group of the RBI
has recently made a far-reaching recommen-
dation: To permit industrial houses to own
and control banks. We believe that this step
would be a grievous mistake, one that would
seriously set back Indian economic and po-
litical development. Accordingly, we urge
that this proposal be shelved.

Why do we have such serious misgiv-
ings? One clue is given in the report itself,
which acknowledges that it ignored the ex-
perts the group had consulted. The report
states that all the experts except one “were of
the opinion that large corporate/industrial
houses should not be allowed to promote a
bank.”

Experts hold this view because allowing
industrial houses to own banks has few ben-
efits and many risks. According to the report,
the main benefit is that industry-owned
banks would increase the supply of credit,
which is low and growing slowly. Credit con-
straints are indeed a real problem, and creat-
ing more banks is certainly one way of ad-
dressing the issue. But this is an argument
for encouraging more banks and more types
of financial institutions, generally. Itis notan
argument for creating banks specifically
owned by industry. The other powerful way
to promote more good quality creditis to un-
dertake serious reforms of the public sector
banks.

The problem with banks owned by cor-
porate houses is that they tend to engage in
connected lending. This can lead to three
main adverse outcomes: Over-financing of
risky activities; encouraging inefficiency by
delaying or prolonging exit; and entrench-
ing dominance. Consider each.

First, lending to firms that are part of the
corporate group allows them to undertake
risky activities that are not easily financeable
through regular channels. Precisely because
these activities are risky, they often do not
work out. And when that happens, it is typ-
ically taxpayers who end up footing the bill.

In principle, connected lending can be
contained by the regulatory authority.
Indeed, Indonesia tried to do this: It banned
the practice. But as the authorities there
found to their dismay, no matter how often
they tightened the definition of connected
lending, conglomerates were always able to
find loopholes to exploit. Experiences in
other nations have been similar, convincing
most advanced countries that regulating
connected lending is impossible; the only so-
lution is to ban corporate-owned banks. It is
also why Indian policymakers over seven
decades have consciously and wisely drawn
a lakshman rekha between banking and in-
dustry.

Crossing this lakshman rekha looks par-
ticularly unwise in India’s current circum-
stances. After all, the RBI has encountered
enough difficulty in dealing with banking ir-
regularities at Punjab National Bank, Yes
Bank, ILFS and Lakshmi Vilas Bank. Expecting
the RBI or other institutions to effectively reg-
ulate the practices of corporate houses-
turned-banks is to ask the impossible.
Regulation and supervision need to be
strengthened considerably to deal with the
current problems in the banking system be-
fore they are burdened with new regulatory
tasks. Equally, the fiscal position needs to be

repaired after the considerable damage done
by the COVID-19 pandemic before the gov-
ernment takes the risk of assuming an enor-
mous future cost.

Second, the Indian economy today suf-
fers from a serious lack of exit. The economic
landscape is littered with failed firms, kept
alive on life support, making it impossible for
more efficient firms to grow and replace
them. While some progress in clearing the
landscape was initially made under the
Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code (IBC), this
had stalled even before the pandemic, largely
because existing promoters and owners
mounted a stiff resistance. If industrial
houses get direct access to financial re-
sources, their capacity to delay or prevent
exit altogether will only increase.

Finally, crossing this lakshman rekha will
mean that the existing patterns of industrial
dominance will become ruinously en-
trenched. The Indian economy already suf-
fers from over-concentration. We not only
have concentration within industries, butin
some cases the dominance of a few indus-
trial houses spans multiple sectors. The
COVID-19 crisis is aggravating this picture
because those with deep pockets will not
only more easily survive the crisis, they will
be able to take over small, medium and large
enterprises that have not had the resilience
or resources to weather the COVID-19 gale.
After all, if large industrial houses get bank-
ing licences, they will become even more
powerful, not just relative to other firms in
one industry, but firms in another industry.
For example, one can imagine a corporate
house trying to assume dominance in the
payments space and using that to dominate
the e-commerce space. Getting the rights to
own a bank could facilitate the former,
thereby enabling the latter.

Moreover, the power acquired by getting

But the real problem is much
deeper and broader. Indian
capitalism has long been
stigmatised because of the
murky two-way relationship
between the state and
industrial capital. If the line
between industrial and
financial capital is erased,
this stigma will only become
worse. Corporate houses
that are already big will be
enabled to become even
bigger by having access to
raise and redirect resources,
allowing them to dominate
the economic and political
landscape.

CR Sasikumar

banking licences will not just make them
stronger than commercial rivals, but even
relative to the regulators and government it-
self. This will aggravate imbalances, leading
to a vicious cycle of dominance breeding
more dominance.

For more than a quarter of a century,
Indian financial sector reforms have aimed
at improving not just the quantity, but also
the quality of credit. In other words, the goal
has been to ensure that credit flows to the
most economically efficient users, since this
is the key to securing rapid growth. If India
now starts granting banking licences to pow-
erful, politically connected industrial houses,
allowing them to determine how creditis al-
located, we will effectively be abandoning
that long-held objective.

But the real problem is much deeper and
broader. Indian capitalism has long been stig-
matised because of the murky two-way re-
lationship between the state and industrial
capital. If the line between industrial and fi-
nancial capital is erased, this stigma will only
become worse. Corporate houses that are al-
ready big will be enabled to become even
bigger by having access to raise and redirect
resources, allowing them to dominate the
economic and political landscape. A rules-
based, well-regulated market economy, as
well as democracy itself — already shaky and
ravaged by broader trends in India and also
internationally — will be undermined, per-
haps critically.

The conclusion is clear. Mixing industry
and finance will set us on a road full of dan-
gers — for growth, public finances, and the
future of the country itself. We sincerely urge
policymakers not to take this path.

Kelkar is former Finance Secretary and
Acharya and Subramanian are former Chief
EconomicAdvisors

Leading from behind

Ahmed Patel’s silences ran deep. Congress will miss its go-to person

SALMAN KHURSHID

THE PASSING of Ahmed Patel, known to all
as Ahmed bhai, is a deep personal tragedy
for those who have known him closely and
amonumental setback for the Congress. The
go-to person for any personal or institutional
crisis, he leaves behind innumerable known
and anonymous beneficiaries of his generos-
ity and sagacity. We will, of course, get ac-
customed to the grief and sorrow — that is
human nature, after all. But it seems that
things for us in the Congress will never be
the same. It felt that way when we gathered
at his house to bid him goodbye, alas in the
absence of mortal remains due to the strict
COVID-19 restrictions, surrounded by
masked familiar faces that have been part
of the world he sustained and nurtured un-
noticed.

The complex relationships that form
the body of the party were known to
Ahmed bhai like the palm of his hand. How
many times and where he might have in-
tervened to help, counsel, encourage or re-
assure would be known to him and the per-
son concerned only. He had his favourites,
like we all do, but that fact was never re-

sented or complained of. Instead, genera-
tions of aspirants hoped to become his
favourite. It was not something sought to
be measured in worldly benefits, just the
comfort of knowing that he thought of you
favourably.

When our top leadership says that it will
be difficult to replace Patel for the many re-
markable things he was and for his devotion
to the cause of the party, it is not just hyper-
bole caused by grief and a sense of loss. After
all, from being a young party leader under
Indira Gandhi to being an indispensable ad-
viser to Rajiv Gandhi, Narasimha Rao,
Manmohan Singh and Sonia Gandhi, the late
leader had acquired an institutional stature.
Having donned an understated political per-
sonality with an arms-length approach to
the media, he was nonetheless a confidant
of innumerable top journalists, civil servants
and politicians from across the party. But the
understated demeanour and quiet confi-
dence on the surface, like still waters, ran
very deep. There was so much, perhaps all
there was to know, that he kept discreet.
Some short-sighted people might think that

his kind of politics was fast becoming a thing
of the past but in truth we needed him now
more than ever.

Patel will be missed by our leaders as in-
deed by loyal party workers. The Congress
party will miss Ahmed bhai in whom we saw
the invincibility and sustenance of our ide-
ological beliefs and secrets of our organisa-
tional strength. We are all much diminished
in the untimely demise of the gentle giant of
our times.

Having come from Ankleshwar in
Gujarat, Ahmed bhai, who grew up to all but
rule the capital of India, has quietly returned
home. In recent years, he did sometime talk
about returning to Ankleshwar but each
time, we knew it could not be and that he
surely knew so as well. But the ways of god
are mysterious and unpredictable.
Thousands of Ahmed bhai’s admirers and
well-wishers who constantly prayed for him
would have not for a moment thought that
their prayers would not be answered.

COVID-19 has been very harsh to the
whole world and every life lost to the pan-
demic has reminded us of the insignificance

of the human being when confronted by the
wrath of nature. But amongst others, the loss
of Pranab Mukherjee and Ahmed bhai has
deprived not the Congress alone but the
country of a unique combination of head
and heart that will need another lifetime to
replace —ifatall, areplacement is possible.
Both were very different and yet alike: One
being comfortable at the frontline asindeed
at private conferences; and the other con-
tent to guide matters from behind the lines.
One never diffident about words in public,
but the other communicating with silences.
What they shared was a deep knowledge of
the Congress party. Dada wrote about it with
aflourish but sadly Ahmed bhai did not get
the chance to record his part of the story,
leaving us impoverished in knowledge even
as the sinking thought reminds us: Bare
shawq se sun raha tha zamana/Hum hi so gaye
dasta kehte kehte (The world was listening
in rapt attention/ But we dozed off while
telling the tale).

The writer is a senior Congress leader, and
former Union Minister

A statue, an
occupation

New Vivekananda statue at JNU is an installation
in a power project — that demands obedience
and piety rather than critical engagement

NOINDIAN city is exempt from the compet-
itive assertion of rights to public spaces by
hitherto dominated groups. Statues and flag-
poles at street corners serve asareminder of
new urban collectivities, of auto drivers and
their cinematic heroes, of Dalits and their
radical political forebears, of poets who re-
mind us of arich linguistic and cultural her-
itage. They announce a new political pres-
ence inasegmented and hierarchical public
arena, but dominant groups and ideologies
are not far behind in “occupying” space with
sometimes gigantic symbols of power. This
rich economy of symbols is an inseparable
partof our public life.

The need to install and unveil a statue of
Vivekananda at the JNU campus came from
such symbolics of “occupation”. As his tu-
multuous term as vice-chancellor (VC) of the
prestigious university comes to a close, will
Mamidala Jagdish Kumar look back with sat-
isfaction at having not only undermined al-
most all the statutes of this institution but
“occupying” it with a statue and flags?
Flanking the entrance to the administration
block, the statue had been under (saffron)
wraps for well over two years, before being
finally unveiled on November 12.

Kumar engaged with the symbolics of
“occupation” throughout his tenure. He
mounted,in2017,aWall of Heroes to 21 dec-
orated soldiers, making JNU the first univer-
sity to comply with the ministry of human
resources and development (MHRD)’s
“Vidya Veerta Abhiyan”. In the name of
restoring purportedly “defaced” walls, he
wiped clean JNU's magnificent mural art.
And in response to the illuminating discus-
sions on nationalism that JNU teachers
mounted in the turbulent months after
February 2016, Kumar asked for a tank to be
rolled on to the campus to “instil” national-
ism. A statue may not have the looming bulk
of a tank, but it serves several purposes - of
planting a flag in “enemy” territory, and
sacralising it.

JNU had long nurtured the tradition of a
social realism that engaged with contempo-
rary and historical issues inits expressive mu-
ral traditions, heartfelt songs and theatrical
productions. The installation of the statue
comes as its obverse, of a theatre of power
heralding a new reality, presided over by the
Prime Minister himself at his alliterative best
(invoking “confidence, conviction, charac-
ter”). Who better than Vivekananda, repur-
posed as the poster boy of the Hindu right,
to be at the centre of this occupation game?
So, we only recently learned that the statue,
whose provenance was shrouded both liter-
ally and figuratively, was proposed by an
alumnus, Manoj Kumar, to the VC for its
“pleasinglook”, funded by one Vipul Patelin
the US, and executed by one Naresh
Kumawat.

It bears all the marks of a brazen “occupa-
tion”, and like our former British rulers who
implanted statue politics in our midst, makes
a very literal point of triumphing over the

“enemy”. Here the “enemy” is Jawaharlal
Nehru, whose statue was publicly sculpted
by the renowned artist Biman Das in 2004-
05, in an atelier just below the administra-
tion block. There was nothing mysterious
about its making. Anil Bhatti, in his contribu-
tion to our forthcoming book titled JNU
Stories: The First Fifty Years, has this to say:
“The statueis, of course, a statement. Butitis
different from the statues in other universi-
ties because of this oblique, eccentric loca-
tion slightly off-centre with the age-old
Aravalli rocks behind it. And because the
mottoatthe base of the statue itself gives the
construction an emblematic structure de-
manding interpretation.”

Nothing could be a starker contrast to the
Nehru statue than the new outcrop on the
JNU horizon. Its furtive existence was en-
hanced by its prolonged shrouding in tat-
tered orange cloth. By positioning the statue
squarely at the entrance to the administra-
tion block, by purposely making it “three feet
taller” than the Nehru sculpture, and, above
all, by sacralising it, the stolid but domineer-
ing Vivekananda is a symbol of all that the
university has become over the last five years.
Unencumbered by any commitment to crit-
ical reason, to connecting pastand present, it
demands obedience and piety rather than
engagement.

Are we being thrown back to a worship-
ful past, or toa time before the messy but ex-
hilarating democracy and the opportunities
it has offered to reconfigure the university?
Or are we invited to engage with the
Vivekananda who saw through “sectarian-
ism, bigotry, and its horrible descendant, fa-
naticism”, which had “filled the earth with
violence, drenched it often with human
blood, destroyed civilisation and sent whole
nations to despair?” The one who railed
against any one religion claiming to be self-
sufficient, and therefore denouncing any
claim to religious superiority of any kind?

The strategy of “occupation” allows only
for a pious engagement. We are no wiser
about what Vivekananda had imagined
higher education would become in inde-
pendent India, or about what he would have
thought of the plural, inclusive, and yet ques-
tioning space that the Indian public univer-
sity has already become. His call to “manli-
ness” as a gospel of our times would be
grotesquely inappropriate given the unbri-
dled and entitled masculinity thatis now on
display in most parts of India. We are already
throwninto the already overheated mythol-
ogy around Vivekananda, including videos
— entitled “Real Voice of Swami
Vivekananda”,“The Original Voice of Swami
Vivekananda”, etc, — claiming to purvey the
original voice of Swami Vivekananda. (The
unfortunate popularity of these fakes led the
Ramakrishna Math and Mission to issue a
clarification that “there is no voice recording
of Swami Vivekananda, let alone of his
speeches at the World’s Parliament of
Religions, available to us today”.)

Which Vivekananda is at stake? But,
above all, whose university is at stake? Fervid
cries to change the name of JNU have already
begun. Thankfully, opposition to such change
has come from the ABVP, fearful of what
might be thrown out with the bathwater:
The great reputation of a university towhich
they yearn to belong, but cannot, alas, build.

The writer is former professor
of history, INU

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

HONESTY OF BIGOTS

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘Law of un-
freedom’ (IE, November 26). The discus-
sion on “love jihad” castigating the BJP
and its affiliates for bringing alaw against
it can't be faulted in terms of a polity
guided by their ideology of Hindu
Rashtra. Why blame the BJP for main-
streaming its fringe through legislative
route, if it suits them? At least the BJP is
mockingly transparent compared to the
opposition parties’ muted reactions and
lack of a counter-narrative. For instance,
madrasas were blamed for holding back
Muslims from modern education, and a
breeding ground for fundamentalism,
but if one gets modern education and
cracks the competitive Indian civil serv-
ices examination, and is still blamed for
“UPSCjihad”,itis amanifest bigoted par-
adox. Inessence, the right-wing politics of
polarisation will keep churning anti-
Muslim sentiments.

LR Murmu, Delhi

WAIT AND SEE

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘New Old
America’ (IE, November 26). It is maybe
true that “America is back”, but how
much is this is beneficial for India is the
important question. How the US re-
sponds on trade towards China post
January must also be seen. Policies can’t
disappear in one night and the people of
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Americasstill want their jobs to be secured
and a limit on migration.
Yash Sinha, Vadodara

UP'S APARTHEID LAW

THISREFERSTO the editorial, 'Rollitback'
(IE, Novemnber 26). The UP ordinance on
inter-faith marriages undermines per-
sonal liberty and incentivises hooligan-
ism. The draconian law not only contra-
dicts BJP's long-stated view on Uniform
Civil Code. Itis similar to apartheid, which
had put legal obstacles for inter-ethnic
marriages among its citizens.

Rajiv Boolchand Jain, Zirakpur

New Delhi
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from Gagan singh to Gauransh - I\/I_apager(E_vent,HoarEjmg, - AT oy & B 7 vl ’ i s i : N Agartala for the benefit of the persons with disabilities under the
r gansing ur " o : Digital Media) Clerk, Field Boy 3. vd T - 912422020 P 3.00 a91 FNRIET TP | ible India campaign (AIC) during th r 2019-20 / SH:
singh for all future purposes 1,Bimla Devi,W/o-late Sh.Moti : 4 BT Eer & R wwa . RTB12.12.2020 T 3.30 T | accessible a campaign (AIC) during the yea
) Lal Aggarwal,R/0-533,Sector- with D.L. # 9315933605, . el 1 <o - (i) o7 o 0 T o ms i | Construction of perking bay, accessible path way with tactile
0040556101-1 4,Panchkula,Haryana- 9354854020. ' f : ('”) e % i e 5 TS Sy o1 e | guiding handrails on stair, corridors, unisex toilet for disable
i i 134112,have wrongly-written 0040555714-3 . X L s, persons etc. for ree o. different existing building o
Lhitherto known as Vijay h ly-wri 6. AT wifts @1 v — (i) PriuTe® SIRRIAT, Ho Yo, UATE BT BRI | : tc. for 3 (Three) No. different ting build f
kumar verma,S/o my name as Bimla Aggarwal ’ ’ o ) ' i 5 § Regional Institute of pharmaceutical science and technology,
Late.Chander Bhan and Vimla Deviinmy T BLII 7. et A g - (i) sreherer A ' o ‘ Agartala, (3rd Call)

_B- i ocuments.My correct-Name ' ! Rlo: .05 | : i stimated cost: 2. 1,73,82,721. arnest Money:
verma,R/0-B-157,Nirman d Oulat Son of Mamohar LA1Rlo GA.D5. i With Estimated t: % 1,73,82,721.00 E t Money
vihar,Delhi-110092,have isBimlaDevi.  0040556139-4 A, Shalimar Bagh, Delhi-110088 have _ N R S %.1,73,827.00 Time of Completion: 09 (nine) months. Last Date
changed my name and shall L Amiruk Hussain S/o 1orahi Lost my Original Property Documents D @ BT T (w0 %) wifer FAD | s ey of bidding for bids: 21.12.2020 upto 15.00Hrs.
hereafter be known as Vijay 'Khalr:uR /o uBs 513& Ngar rahim fy%’;f\elff‘r:gp'fc?irf?ﬁgg,“rgge;fys'ﬁ = ¥ (o ) (o ) For more details kindly visit: https:/tripuratenders.gov.in

-B- t 0. QTS T areFRT TEUS & YgATIR . Note:

Kumar. 0040556110-4 CA -25-A, Shalimar Bagh, Delhi- 1 32,19,705.00 | 64,400.00 | 5,000.00 | ©: #E| Note:

i : Government MCD School 110085, An FIR on thi efect has beon 30 M.T. &1 91t PIeS o bt Fefr e | _ *NO_NEGOTIATION WILL BE CONDUCTED WITH THE
I.Surajpal S/0 ShriNarayan Sawda Gheora Delhi-81,have lodge vide LR No. 757911/2020 Dated , | Rrerda At swos & erarer Saw A | o000l o000 | s 00000 | B e LOWEST BIDDER*
Singh Rana R/0 H.No-415, changed my to Amirul Hasan. 25-11-2020. Any Person found these 30 M.T. &r¥dl aTel Pleg &H T fomfor o | 219,705, 400, ,000. : sq.

f Documents may please Contact RIEsE ; . R

Jalpura,Greater Noida,Gautam 0040556110-3 Phone No. 9618355250 or Wit to Dy o | . aﬁg@ o gﬁif?jﬁw T 300 31970500 | 6440000 | 500000 | ®: wiE Executive Engineer
Budh-Nagar,UP,have changed (- e e Director (LAB) Residentil, C-Block, LA mw e T Medical College Division, PWD(R&B)
gﬁgnr;ame t°s”raé’3ﬂ,§;2?21 . of Mohammad Ilyas Khan,R/o- SrdFloor, vikas Sadan, ,“(‘ﬁxfreé’;};rzrfa 4 VT s et e ot ot et | 301 32,19.705.00 | 64,400.00 | 500000 | ' 8| ICA/C/2242/20 Agartala, West Tripura

. - C-12/484,Yamuna-Vihar,DeIhi- (Advocate) Enrl. No. ID-| D/1587/2010 WI?«' e e
Sunita GupraD/0-ShriSaa 110053 ave changedmy | o ot oo [ 5200 [swsooo0 | sooooo | et | [THE AR STATE GODPERATIVE MILK PRODUCERS FEDERATION LINTED
Narain Garg,R/0-H- name,from Amir Afzal Khanto PUBLIC NOTICE gaTe R |gd aIforsd—ax 3w, gae & -
34/97,Sector-3,Rohini,Delhi- Ameer Afzal Khan.for all Nole sy ghen o ety 6 | grare a1 <ot o | i 17,94,800.00 | 35,900.00 | 5,000.00 | @R g TOTU, SHIMLA-171011
110085,inform that Sunita purposes. 0040556110-5 ?a"y'zl il onBI1'/1gW'f5pg£rngﬁg TS R TR AR S, S S W 4ATPEID G5 Diateed: 37.11.2080
Gargand Sunita Bansal both | ShashikantS/o Arjun Sinah Floo (rourd i) & st Ficr, Wi 7 | s # wewd o fromE T d e e @1| 82040000 | 16,600.00 | 125000 | = AE| SHORT TERM TENDER NOTICE
AL N g, i - HLPAied s (e oins bids on o wis. i ectoie
Bgnsal is my Post Marriage Noida(U.P.) have changed my purchase the Entire Property bearng No 8 NG ?{mg fmﬁm;_?; Sg | 9,83,250.00 | 19,700.00 | 1,250.00 | o wE | tendering system, in 2 cover syslem for the tolowing item on
name and,! do not use any of name to Shashikant Thakur gly(s‘%n%r?ogs ) Mo e 'n‘?é‘éiu”rf’ntg D — : : : - FOR besls:-

K forall purposes. 0040556128-3 254.18 sq.yds., situated at Mianwali Nagar, aa Eal -‘\’ﬁ = Www.lprdjharkhand.m lp_rdl 23@gmall.com/lprd@s1fy.c0m/]harkh Bl ra =1 2] wh = 1500
these names inany of the Rohtak Road, Delhi, who claims the| diord h R Gl ST 2 ack Gram 00 qgtls, Soyabean(Yellow) 00 gtls,
documents after the I, Seema Thakur W/o absolute owner of the said property. andiprd@yahoo.com Td T Gee Aol & | i Ground Nut Seed =280 gtls, Suger(S-30) = 2400gils,
divorce.Sunita Guptais the Shashikant Thakur R/o House Al persons having any claim or demand Caoltlen Sesd Refined DH[Erﬂnﬂﬁd 1 EKE Tin P:l-:iclngﬁ
solenamewhichisbeingused  No.A-75,Sector-71, Noida(U.P.) o oot arany por o boion oot PR 236340 Building(20-21)D T TS, SEIG || | =450 Qifs.
inall governmentrecords. ha hanged my name t by way of Agreement to sell, inheritance, . . 7 ) =

’ VOSSP o ity b St s T, ot o Govt. of Jharkhand, Energy Department SU58.11 2090 ot BA-0APH Bt wole Bt sequired 1o
purposes. 0040556128-2 covenant, “easement or ‘otherwise Jharkhand Renewable Energy Development Agency (JREDA) :

1,Shyam Sharma S/o-Shri
D.K.Bhusal R/0-S-9,Greater
Kailash, Part-1,New Delhi-
110048,have changed my
name to Lekha Nath Bhusal for
all,future purpose.My correct
Date-of-birthis 12.12.1980,and
wife name is Mrs.Manrupa
Bhusal. 0040556141-9

1,Shashi Bala W/0-Kewal Rishi
R/0-D-313,GC Centrum-7 Mall-
Road AhinsaKhand-2

Inrapuram-Ghaziabad,U.P.- NAME TO SUKHDEV KAUR o e s Betos, Fvea o SPV Power Plants of different capacities including five = General Public is hereby informed that one
201014,Have Changed my LASKOWSKA,FORALL uring 80 Sa.Mirs, Seclor-22, Rohin, Delhi years Comprehensive Maintenance Contract (CMC) on girl namely Priya D/o Ajay Kumar R/o H.No.
name to Shashi Rishi. PURPOSE. at present isfare owned by my dlient(s) i.e. Turnkey basis on Government Buildings anywhere in 71, Gali No.4, Gautam Colony, Narela, Delhi

0040556110-2

Shahbuddins,/o Shadd I, POOJA VISHAL PANCHAL,D/O- e 5oaa uy egsored e Regd No. 2 Estimated cost (Rs.) Rs. 40,00,00,000/- the area of P.S, Narela, Delhi, In this regard
s e A MANOJ KUMAR HIRALAL ot il complts argel chen of e 31 Tentative guantity (kWp) 05 _MWp a case vides FIR No. 477/20 Dated
- p! g

R/0-1513 Sa}ral Khalil Sadar PANCHAL,R/0-30, documents containig 28 documents are 4 Period of completion 09 (Nine) Months 02.11.2020 has been registered at PS
Bazar,Delhi-110006,have SHRI.MAHAVIR JAIN SOCIETY feported s missing & detaled lost report 5| Date of publication of NIT on 02.12.2020 (Wednesday) L Do . >J! Lo
changed my name to NEAR-AMBER-CINEMA 2020, datod 26,11 2020 it PS. Crime website: http:// Narela, Delhi. The description of missing/
lvlllogammad Shahbuddin,for BAPUNAGAR SARASPUR ?é?QSE E))fll;imi\(tyisgﬁ;eb/yggm:!adnythaéaanly jharkhandtenders.gov.in kidnapped girlis as under:
all Purposes. 0040556139-2 y erson or_entiy, mpany, Bank, - — -

: — AHMEDABAD GUJARAT-380024, ‘Fnl{we«'igga\a\psltlgtw%r:hsgwlﬁi:ln:haenybg:ggif 6 | Date & time Qf Pre-bid mfeetlng 10.12.2020 (Thursday) at 1.0(? P.M. Name : Priya, Father's Name : Ajay Kumar, Age : 14 yrs
l,Sanyukta wife of Raj kishore HAVE CHANGE MY NAME TO documents mentioned above or otherwise 7 | Last date & time for receipt of 19.12.2020 (Saturday) upto 05:00 PM ) ' ’
jaiswal and mother of pulkit POOJA PANCHAL. and/or objection to_ thereof, he/shel/they online bids Height : 4'0", Face : Round, Complexion : Fair, Sex:

jaiswal & resident of 8/115,
sector-3rajender nagar
ghaziabad hereby declare
thatihave added surname
jaiswal to my name,
henceforth I should be known
as Sanyukta jaiswal.

110087.CHANGED MY NAME TO Dwivedi S/o K K Dwivedi R/o 283 11 Contact no. of procurement 0651-2491163/67/61 DRt ) ) .
0040556139-3  BALBIR PAWAN MEHTA. H, No413/1, Flat No-B, 2nd officer e-mail’ Sio@abi govin P.S., Narela, Delhi
LSandhya AggarwalW/o 004055614111 E'ﬁ;;pﬁ', Dara, Stiv Apparment 12 HeIleAne no. of e:proc:‘reme/nt e (;3651-2491163/67/61b e hEti// Ph. : 011-24368638, 24368641 Ph.: 01 %lééggggggg
Sh.Pawan Aggarwal,R/0- . : have severed all their relation with ) ny corrigendum/adden % um can € seen on wepbsite: p:
533.Sector-4, I, Liyagat Ali S/o Mohammad i il Dtvad disammed jharkhandtenders.gov.in & wwwjreda.com. Further details can be seen on DP/594/0ON/2020

I, SURENDRA PAL S/o Samay
Singh R/0D-1/11,Ambedkar
Vihar, Johri Pur, Gokal Pur,
North East Delhi-110094 Have
Changed my Name to
SURENDERA PAL.

0070721998-1

1, SUKHDEV KAUR,D/O BALDEV
SINGH R/0O-WZ-32,PLOT.NO-
26,RAVI-NAGAR,NEW DELHI-
110018,HAVE CHANGE MY

0040556110-6

0040556110-7

1, PAWAN MEHTA S/0 BALBIR
CHANDER MEHTA R/0 369, GH-
14,NEAR GURU-HARKISHAN
NAGAR, PASCHIM
VIHAR,DELHI-

Hanif R/0-B-785, Resttelement

howsoever, is hereby required to make he
same known in wrifing with documentary
proof to the undersu};]ned at my office within
seven days from the date of publication
hereof, failing which the claim of such
person(s)‘ if ani/ will be treated as null
and void and will not have any legal & any|
other sanctity and not binding on my
client(s) and the proposed transaction of|
purchase of the said property shall be
completed without any reference to such

olaim(s). Parveen Garg (Advocate)
Enrol.No.D/713/86

Shop No.26, RU-Block Market, Pitampura,
Delhi-34 Mob.9810039884|

Public at large is hereby informed that

(1) Sh.Nitin Sharma S/o Sh. Jagdish Prasad
Sharma & (2) Smt. Saroj Sharma W/o

may/ lodge/ notify the same to the under-
signed with documentary proof within 15
days from the day of Publication.

Mithilesh Kumar (Advocate)
Ch. No. 717, District Courts Rohini, Delhi- 85

PUBLIC NOTICE

Be it known to all concerned on
the behalf of my client Shriprakash

(

3rd Floor, S.L.D.C. Building, Kusai Colony, Doranda, Ranchi-834002.
Ph.: 0651-2491161, Fax: 0651-2491165, E-mail: info@jreda.com; Website: www.jreda.com

e-Procurement Notice

Tender reference no.: 08/JREDA/GCRT/RC/20-21

Dated: 25.11.2020

Online bids are invited for Rate Contract for Design, Manufacture, Testing,

JREDA) The details are as follows:

Supply, Installation & Commissioning of Grid connected Rooftop SPV Power Plants of
different capacities including five years Comprehensive Maintenance Contract (CMC)
on Turnkey basis on Government Buildings anywhere in the state of Jharkhand

Name of the work

Rate Contract for Design, Manufacture, Testing, Supply,
Installation & Commissioning of Grid connected Rooftop

the state of Jharkhand

8 | Submission of original copies of
Bid fee & EMD (Offline)

19.12.2020 and 21.12.2020 up to 5.00 P.M.

9 Technical Bid Opening Date

23.12.2020 (Wednesday) at 3.00 P.M.

—
o

Name & address of office inviting
tender

Director, Jharkhand Renewable Energy Development
Agency(JREDA), 3™ Floor, SLDC Building, Kusai,
Doranda, Ranchi- 834002 (Jharkhand)

regislarin lhe wet-stewhich is Tnee of mst, For subimission on
bids, e bidder is required to have Digital Sigralure
CartilicaleiDSC) frem ene ol the suthorzed certlying
Authoriles {CA) Aspiing bldders showd visit websitas In
htips:‘hptenders.gowin & hitpsifhpmitkfad.org for complete
delails. Bidders sﬁnuld visd the websita from bma b time o
nale the corrigandum, ifany, Sdi-

Managing Director

SEARCH FOR MISSING

| has been missing since 01.11.2020 from

Female, Hairs: Black, Wearing : Yellow Colour Top & Blue
Colour Jeans.
If anyone having any cluef/information, kindly inform the
undersigned.

SHO

Website : http://cbi.nic.in

and disinherited him from all his ite: N ) 1 o .
Panchkula,Haryana- Colony. Khyala Phase-1, Delhi- and cieinherited fim from al s website: http:/jharkhandtenders.gov.in & www.jreda.com ) sd/- ) HARYANA VIDYUT PRASARAN NIGAM LIMITED
134112,have wrongly-written 110018,have changed my properties. Henceforth anyone PR 236288 (Energy)20-21#D Director, JREDA, Ranchi PUBLIC NOTICE
my name as Sandhya and nameto Liyagat. 0040556139-1 dealing with him on their own risk ) _— N
Sandhya Goyal in my and consequences. Haryana Vidyut Prasaran Nigam Limited (HVPNL) has filed Petition for the Erue up
documents. My correct-name I, KRISHNA HARISH S/0 Raj Hemlata Sharma (Advocate ) HIMACHAL PRADESH Ior E\\; gg;?gg rfaxlef\]/v fﬂr FLZ(EO-Z anéil Aggro.ega';e RelzvenueCRequ!remen_trﬁ] AESR)
; ishna R/0J-13,Ground Floor Enroliment No. D/3564/2015. for -22 with the Hon'ble Haryana Electricity Regulatory Commission. The
is Sandhya Aggarwal. g:lfetngo th Delh' 110017 ’ PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT of HVPN for FY 2019-20 to FY 2021-22 of Transmission Business has been projected
, S0U - PLUELIC HOTICE - as under:

0040556139-5  |}ave Changed my Name to He: Erdm Fint Fioor wisad o] e-Procurement Notice FY 2019-20 Amount
I,R:hma/t W/o,3cgand Mohdd HARISH KRISHNA. @wﬁﬂﬁnﬂﬁ}iﬁh INVITATION FOR BIDS (IFB) (Rs. in Millions)
Khan,R/0,E-13,25,Futa Road, 0070721996-1 3 . . S . '

: - hesbedin Sidte Bard Hagar. Pastiim 1. The Executive Engineer Mandi Division No.Il HPPWD Mandi H.P on behalf of Governor of H.P | ||APProved as per Hon'ble HERC order dated 07.03.2019 1827715
ShriRam Colony,Rajiv : e, Kran Dl 110621, heidena™ o t 4 . X . X . Revised Proposed 16540.52
Nagar,Khajoori Khas,Delhi- I, Ganesh Bhatt S/o Kishore retermd b ne = P e invites the online bids on item rate in electronic tendering system in 2 cover system for the follow- P :
110032,have changed my 3!~‘htt Bls'latiR/ozl;-344,Jalvayu hasio i ey grven kT .‘-\f ing works from the eligible and approved contractors/Firms registered with HPPWD department | ||FY 2020-21

y ihar,sector-21, 5 Aproved as per Hon'ble HERC Order dated 21.05.2020 11405.78
name to Rehmat %ggg:;gﬂbay Noida(U.P.)have changed my E:J-:Mm:f EH&“@; Sr. | Name of Work Estimated | EMD |Cost of | Eligible Time szised ProF:)osed 55008.9
purposes. - name to Ganesh Dutt Bhatt for Prisryprs Morfy West Tl 130T No. Cost Tender | Classof | Limit FY 2021-22 .

I,Purshotam Saini S/0-Babu all future purposes. i colid i P ) inired Contractors
Ram Saini R/0-B-129, Brijvihar, 0040556128-1 o e ?;H.-?;mm il 1. | Construction of Additional Hostel Accomodation|  Rs. Rs. Rs. “B & A” One Proposed 38,199.61
P.0.Chander o Arsdiad =l G317 for Nurshing students at Zonal Hospital Mandi|18010530/- | 212605/-| 5000/- Year TRANSMISSION CHARGES FOR FY 2021-22
Nagar,Ghaziabad, U.P.- I, EASHAA CHANDHOK R/0 281, Paschém \Wkar, Kew Dahi-11 Distt.Mandi HP (SH: C/O building portion, WS & Aggregate Revenue Requirement for FY 2021-22 21,580,65
201011,have changed my 1stFloor, Satya Niketan, [hriitator salod e "Sea]. In Sl installation, Rain water harvesting system) Revenue Gap for FY 2019-20 374853
name to Purshottam Lal Saini. Chanakya Puri, New Delhi- m‘“'mmmﬂmm%';w“'“g — - — | . : : e 1212 %
0040556141-3 110021, have changed my Py ki o S [ rraired 2.  Availability of Bid Documents and Mode of Submission: The bid document is available online ying :
name to EASHA CHANDHOK o b, STT4, ook b 1, and bid should be submitted online on website http://hptenders.gov.inbidder would be required to| [|Revenue Gap for FY 2020-21 6,567.59
1,Mobeen S/o Ghulam Rasul. forall purposes. 0040556099-1 Lﬂhﬁ}_:ﬁﬁ'ﬂ ﬂ““f H register in the website which is free of cost. For submission of bids, the bidder is required to have | ||Carrying cost on above 565.71
R/o-R:lZS,RameshlPark, I, Akshat Partap Singh Chauhan mmmmmmm Digital Signature Certificate (DSC) from one of the authorized Certifying Authorities (CA). Adjusted Aggregate Revenue & Requirement 32675.28
Laxmi-Nagar, Delhi- S/0 Amit Chauhan, R/0 621, = m.:.“nr NN chidic’) “Aspiring bidders who have not obtained the user ID and password for participating in e-tendering Transmission Share of SLDC Charges 96.48
110092,have changed my Metro View Apartments, Eﬂfm&,ﬁrﬁﬂ in HPPWD may obtain the same from the website: http://hptenders.gov.in Digital signature is Unitary Charges for JKTPL 297.30
naTitzMObeen P&%%zég?:gl: Sector-13-B, Dwarka, New whar b doadh in brvar of b Pracn] _mandatory to part!cipate in the e-tendering. Biddt_ars already possessing the digital signature Less: YTC for Lines Operating As ISTS Lines FY 21-22 69.45
purposes. - Delhi 78 have changed my ﬁmgmﬂu‘wﬂc __"‘:: issued from authorized CAs can use the same in this tender. Total Transmission Charges 33199.61
l,Jayanti W/o-Ramesh name to Akshat Pratap Singh irhacied bs i Presy S A oo 3. Key Dates: Proposed Monthly Transmission Tariff >766.63
Kumar,Ho.N0.419 Sector-9 Chauhan. Marrii b\ i N
R.K.Puram,New Delhi- 0070721995-1 E-'r;; E;;:. arty Ingl hearz? ln i 1 Date of online publication 28.11.2020. at 10.00 AM From UHBVNL 1251.02
110022,have changed my IShaista Khatoon D/o el ke ekt Banh, 2 | Document download and end date 28.11.2020 at 10.00AM up to 13.12.2020. at 5.00 PM From DHBVNL 1483.07
minor daughter’s name,NIDHI idKh . o el any i, 3 | Bid submission start and end date 28.11.2020 at 10.30AM up to 13.12.2020 at 5.00 PM From TPTCL 12.99
to NIDHI KUMAR MD.Hamid Khan R/0 A-158, rihl B of ay ieliecst of deyg From NTPC 052
’ Maijlis Park, Adarsh Nagar, mwm i o Lpen hm 4 Date of technical bid opening 16.12.2020 at 11.30 AM From CRPCPL 0'08
- i i- L3 m:lfl [t ] o N P T N rom .
0040556141-10 Azadpur, N.S.Mandi, Delhi ,w 5 | Physical submission of original documents i/c | Upto 16.12.2020 at 11.00 AM From Northern R 505
1,JONU w/0-Mr.Rohit Tomar,R/0 110033 have changed my name cailerica by Hegrierd AIT Foed b el original EMD & cost of tender documents etc rom Northern Railways :
26/203, TejasEnclave Vayu to Shaista Khan for all ol o i ﬁ‘i"“‘l‘h . - REVIEW OF ARR FOR SLDC .
Sena Vatika, Gurugram purposes. 0040556100-5 o oo | . o] 4.  Tender Details:- Based on the revised capital expenditure plan for FY 2020-21 and actual expenses
1os ’ p— 1ol dr::‘: m“fﬂ I::: The Tender Documents shall be uploaded On-line in 2 covers: for the FY 2019-20, the revised annual revenue requirement for FY 2020-21 and pro-
Haryana-122001,have INeerjaTiku D/o Late PR 2 DO PR b . : h " . . - posed ARR for FY 2021-22 for the SLDC has been estimated as presented in the table
changed my name,from JONU sh.ishnath Tiku W/o Sh. Hira mﬂmﬂmlﬁ o i)  Cover 1 shall contain Scanned Copies of all "Technical Documents Eligibillty Information”. below:
to JONU KUMARI, vide- i B el DA Tl e ii) Cover 2 shall contain 'BOQ/Financial Bids' where Contractor will quote his offer for each item. _ ___ i
0 -ONU ,vide Lal Tiku R/0 L-27,2nd Floor, ety g or ko < st i s ] e Particulars Rs. (in Million) | FY 2020-21 (Revised) | FY 2021-22 (Proposed)
Affidavit, Date-25-11-2020. Kailash Colony, New Delhi- A w! wwm 5. SUBMISSION OF ORIGINAL DOCUMENTS:- The bidders are required to submit (a) original ARR Tor SLDG 9522 120599
0040556139-6 ~ 110048isalso known as Neerja sty demand draft towards the cost of bid document and (b) original bid security/Earnest money — L —
isha Chopra W/o-Hitesh T"‘é‘ﬁ; Bothnamesare of one At Her Kharisd, Advocals Deposit (EMD) and other Technical Documents with this officeas specified in key dates at Sr. No.| | Complete set :fn;h?,v (F)’fk'i':]'gndfxdinb%f]%feogigg'bgf EHE':&;S;‘/E&A';?;} for public during
b - and the same person. letive Lavw (oo A7 il i i i ; ) ,
Chawla R/0-A-3/82, Paschim P “Iﬂmmk:_-rﬁhmrm 5. failing which the bids will be declared nonresponsive. Shakti Bhawan, Sector-6, Panchkula. A complete, set of these documents may be
Vihar,New Delhi-63,have 0040556100-6 - 6. BID OPENING DETAILS: he bid shall be opened on 16.12.2020 at 11.30 HRs in the office of obtainﬁd fr%m theh%fﬁce agddresff m?ntionedf bAelow on |2)af)f/mer/1(t:of SSHJ/%(;\?I{- payag:e
- PUBLIC NOTICE i i i Divisi i - in cash or through demand draft in favour of Accounts Officer/Cash, , payable
changed my name toIsha IKanthe W/O Krishan R/0 H.No- “This is for the information of general public _Executlve Engmeer |V'|é.1ndl DIVI§I0n .NO'“' If the office happens to b.e closed on the date 9f open at Panchkula. The ARR is also available on the website of HVPNL i.e.
chawla,for all future 837/4 Gali No-3 Subhash Nagar that my client Sh. Amarieet Singh S/ Late Sh. ing of the bid as specified the bid will be opened on the next working day at the same time and| | ww.hvpn.org.in.
purposes. 0040556141-1 Bahadurgarh Haryana-124507 g“éla"issr‘g'ege"‘ ;‘;ﬁ];‘?pggmz‘nv' T\yi'gsFr‘quri‘ venue. Any person, who intends to submit objections, may submit seven copies of gis written
- T g g . . . : objections alongwith suporting material, is any latest by 25.12.2020, to the Secretary,
I Hitherto !(nown as Ra..dhey (Dzzsinged My Name as Kanta ?.:ﬁ?ﬁ!:&‘&é’?&ﬁ!ﬁ:I&*‘é‘iﬁ'ﬁ&“&“&ﬁﬁfu“; 7. ze tgld fordthte \;vortl;_(sjhallbremgm valid for acceptance for a period not less than 120 days after the Haryana Electricity Regulatory Commission, SCO 33-36, Sector-4, Panchkula with a
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Similar symptoms in Covid,
lung injury caused by vaping

LUNG INJURIES caused by Covid-19
and its manifestations are similar to
those caused by e-cigarettes and vap-
ing, a new study has underlined.
Published in SAGE Open Medical Case
Reports, the study presents a case se-
ries of three teenagers who presented
with breathing problems at University
of California-Davis (UC Davis) Health
during the pandemic. Eventually, they
turned out to be Covid-negative, but
each had a history of vaping.

Medical professionals use the
acronym EVALIto describe e-cigarette,
orvaping, product use-associated lung
injury. The study authors underlined
that EVALI and Covid-19 share many
symptoms but have very different
treatment plans. They
stressed that healthcare
providers caring for paedi-
atric patients with unex-
plained respiratory failure
should also consider EVALI
and ask for relevant smok-
ing/vaping history.

Common symptoms
between EVALI and
Covid-19 include fever,
cough, nausea, abdominal
pain and diarrhoea. With
the pandemic, it is easy to miss EVALI
diagnosis, the researchers said. In the
case series described in the study, the
patients showed up with fever, nau-
sea and cough. They had fast heart
rate, rapid breathing and low oxygen
levels in their blood. Their test results
pointed to inflammation commonly
seen in Covid-19, but their SARS-CoV-
2 testing returned negative. When the
patients shared information about re-
cent vaping, doctors could diagnose
EVALI and treat them successfully
with corticosteroids.

Vaping shift
Another connection between vap-
ing/substance use and the pandemicis

PAPER

CLIP

NEW GUIDELINES  during the pandemic.

WORLD TOTAL CASES
60,641,673

Source: Johns Hopkins University,
updated at 11 pmon Nov 26

Chest X-ray image of patient
with lung injury due to vaping.
UC Davis Health

highlighted in a different
study, published in the
same journal. A survey by
Mayo Clinic researchers
found shifts in vaping use
among young adults after
the pandemic began. These
study, too, stressed the im-
portance of screening for
vaping and substance use

The study covered pa-
tients visiting the outpatient depart-
ments across Mayo Clinic locations.
0f 1,018 respondents, 542 reported
vaping, or using marijuana, tobacco
or alcohol, during the pandemic. The
shifts observed:

M Nearly 70% increased alcohol
consumption.

W Vaping decreased in 44% of peo-
ple, and increased in 27.9%.

M Tobacco product use decreased
in47.3% of people, while 24.1% of peo-
pleincreased use.

W Of the 140 people who de-
scribed a change in marijuana use,
39.2% increased use and 36% de-
creased use.
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Takeaways from Oxford error

After trial results of the AstraZeneca-Oxford vaccine, it has now emerged that a mistake in dosing led to
the 90% efficacy report. What questions does this raise about this vaccine, and about trials in general?

PRABHARAGHAVAN
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 26

AN ERROR in the trials of the AstraZeneca-
University of Oxford Covid-19 vaccine,
AZD1222, has called into question the way
vaccine clinical trials during the pandemic
have been handled. This is why it matters,
and what needs to be done now.

What was the error?

On Monday, Oxford and AstraZeneca said
AZD1222 could have an efficacy up to 90% —
when administered in a half-dose followed
by a full dose a month later. What they did
not disclose initially was that these findings
were the result of a mistake. The nearly 3,000
participants in the UK on whom this result
was based were never supposed to be given
alower dose in the first place.

The revelation has added to doubts about
the way AstraZeneca and Oxford have been
conducting these trials, with some scientists
flagging the lack of transparency in the en-
tire process.

“With the exception of the US-based trial,
Iam not aware of details on how these trials
are being monitored. Is there a centralised
DSMB (Data Safety and Monitoring Board)?
Are they combining the accrued data? They
seem to have combined events across Brazil
and UK. Why not the other countries?”
Natalie E Dean, biostatistician at the
University of Florida, tweeted on Wednesday.

“And reporting out a secondary analysis
that was not pre-specified (since it seems to
be based on a dosing error) is not desirable.
If they seek to get the half-dose approved,
they should wait until they have a com-
pelling result. Otherwise, we canland in ‘ev-
idence limbo’,” she tweeted.

The development makes it uncertain
whether regulators like the US Food and
Drug Administration would authorise emer-
gency use, with confidence in the develop-
ment programme having been “damaged”,
according to areport in The New York Times.

“We have to see how much of this data
(from the low-dose group) is potentially us-
able for regulatory submissions in the
strictest sense, because, my understanding
is you cannot use data that is not specified in
the protocol. Itis likely they notified the reg-
ulators, but this is not exactly a ‘per protocol’
oran ‘intention to treat’ analysis, which is the
way clinical trial analyses are usually done,”
vaccine scientist Prof Gagandeep Kang told

President’s

OMMARATHE
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 26

WITH LESS than two months of his tenure
remaining, US President Donald Trump on
Wednesday exercised his powers under the
Constitution to pardon Michael Flynn, his
former National Security Advisor, who had
twice pleaded guilty to lying to the FBL

What is the extent of the US President’s
power to pardon?

How US President pardons

The President of the US has the constitu-
tional right to pardon or commute sentences
related to federal crimes. The US Supreme
Court has held that this power is “granted with-
outlimit” and cannot be restricted by Congress.

Clemency is a broad executive power, and
is discretionary — meaning the President is
not answerable for his pardons, and does not
have to provide a reason for issuing one. But
there are a few limitations.
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Half a dose followed by a full dose was not the intended regimen. Univ of Oxford via AP

The Indian Express on Thursday.

Why did the error happen?

Oxford says that due toa “difference in the
manufacturing process” for the vaccine
batches used for the phase 3 trials in the UK
initially, the doses given to 2,741 UK partici-
pants were overestimated, resulting in a half-
dose being administered as the first dose.

“We have different ways of measuring
the concentration of the vaccine and when
it was apparent that a lower dose was used,
we discussed this with the regulator, and
agreed a plan to test both the lower
dose/higher dose and higher dose/higher
dose, allowing us to include both approaches
inthe phase Il trial,” the university said. “The
methods for measuring the concentration
are now established and we can ensure that
all batches of vaccine are now equivalent.”

“There are two reasons why these errors
could have crept in,” said Dr Amar Jesani, an
independent consultant, researcher and
teacher in bioethics and public health, co-
founder of the Forum for Medical Ethics
Society and editor of the Indian Journal of
Medical Ethics.

“Oneis the haste with which the Covid vac-
cine trials are being conducted during the pan-
demic... they are trying to compress various
stages of vaccine development. The second is
that companies are vying with each other to
capture the market at the earliest,” he said.

What checks and balances are in place

for such errors?

In this case, the mistake brought about a
potentially positive finding that AstraZeneca
intends to study further in the US arm of the
trials, but it could have ended badly if the
dosing was the other way around.

“In this case, the direction in which the
error went was not a tragedy. Overdose has
the potential to cause harm. Underdose usu-
ally does not,” Dr Kang said.

“In clinical trials, everything is precisely
protocolised, and it has to be uniform across
all participantsin the trial. Normally, you don’t
see this level of error happening,” said Dr Jesani.

But protocol deviations are still common
in clinical trials, Dr Kang said.

“Wrong labelling of samples, issues with
data quality, your freezer breaking down —
these are all bound to happen. Even though
errors or deviations may or may not make a
difference, you would want to stop the study,
investigate what is happening and then pro-
ceed,” she said.

“Errors happen. The point is that the study
protocolis a guidance document that lays out
what to do and how and monitoring is an ap-
proach to prevent as many errors as possible.
Inany kind of clinical trial, despite best efforts,
it is likely that you will have protocol devia-
tions. You have to record that,” she added.

Should these participants have been
removed from the trial?

Given that the error was that of adminis-
tering a lower first dose of the vaccine, it

might be considered unethical to remove
these participants from the ongoing trial, ac-
cording to Dr Kang. “You have recruited these
people telling them that your volunteering,
in a spirit of altruism, will benefit the public
atlarge. Canyou afford to then say, ‘Sorry, but
all your effort is wasted because we made a
mistake so, now, we are going to stop?”” she
said. “You actually don’t know what the right
dose is (for this vaccine yet), and this might
be turned into an opportunity tounderstand
more about the vaccine,” she said.

Yet, she said, “I do wish that there was
way more transparency — maybe that's too
much to ask from Big Pharma, but, in this
emergency situation, with misinformation
and contention everywhere, being ab-
solutely open by publishing protocols and
papers and sharing information in detail,
would be much more helpful.”

Does this raise questions for India’s
Covishield, which is based on AZD1222?

It shouldn’t call the capability of the vac-
cine completely into question, according to
some experts.

“The fact that the arms in the UK and
Brazil are coming up with an efficacy above
60% means that this vaccine is working...and
we were aiming for 50% in the guidance from
WHO, the FDA and the DCG],” said Dr Kang.

“But we will have to wait until regulators
review the data and are convinced this is a
vaccine worth having, because it is impor-
tant to understand that regulators will get
much more detail than scientists can read in
a scientific journal,” she said.

What is required now is for Serum
Institute of India (SII), which is testing
Covishield in India, to “quickly” submit a pro-
tocol for additional studies that can test this
vaccine using half a dose to start with.

“Serum should ask for all of the data from
the AstraZeneca study to share with the DCGI
and do very quick immunogenicity studies
on Covishield to decide on an appropriate
dose that it can go ahead with — a low dose
would mean we could have double the
doses,” said Dr Kang.

Atthe same time, this incident should also
be awakeup call for more transparency in the
way even Indian companies conduct trials.

“We don’t even know at what dosage
Serum Institute is testing Covishield over here...
Icanread the full protocol of AstraZeneca’s clin-
ical trial and make a judgment about an error.
Can you do that for Serum Institute of India’s
protocol?” said Dr Jesani.

powers to pardon — in US, India

Forinstance, Article I, Section 2 of the US
Constitution says all Presidents “shall have
Power to grant Reprieves and Pardons for
Offenses against the United States, exceptin
Cases of Impeachment”.

Further, the power only applies to federal
crimes and not state crimes — those par-
doned by the President can still be tried un-
der the laws of individual states.

Pardons by Trump, others

The Flynn pardon is not the first by Trump
to raise eyebrows. In 2017, Trump pardoned
former Maricopa County Sheriff Joe Arpaio,
who was found guilty of being in contempt of
court forignoring afederal judge’s order to stop
arresting immigrants solely on the suspicion
that they were residing in the US illegally.

Others include right-wing commentator
and convicted campaign fraudster Dinesh
D’Souza, and Michael Milken, a financier
convicted of securities fraud.

Yet, Trump happens to have used his par-
don powers less than any president in modern

AL W13 YOUR MONEY

history, Pew Research data show. In his four
years, Trump has granted pardons to 29 peo-
ple (including Flynn) and 16 commutations.

In contrast, President Barack Obama had,
during his eight-year tenure, issued 212 par-
dons and 1,715 commutations. The only
other President who can be compared with
Trump for infrequent use of the power is
George HW Bush, who granted 77 clemency
requests during his one-term tenure.

The highest number of clemency grants
by a US President (3,796) came during
Franklin D Roosevelt’s 12-year tenure, which
coincided with World War II.

How Indian President pardons

Unlike the US President, whose powers
to grant pardons are almost unfettered, the
President of India has to act on the advice of
the Cabinet.

Under Article 72 of the Constitution, “the
President shall have the power to grant par-
dons, reprieves, respites or remissions of
punishment or to suspend, remit or com-

mute the sentence of any person convicted of
any offence where the sentence is a sentence
of death”. Under Article 161, the Governor
too has pardoning powers, but these do not
extend to death sentences.

The President cannot exercise his power
of pardon independent of the government.
Rashtrapati Bhawan forwards the mercy plea
to the Home Ministry, seeking the Cabinet’s
advice. The Ministry in turn forwards this to
the concerned state government; based on
the reply, it formulates its advice on behalf
of the Council of Ministers.

In several cases, the SC has ruled that the
President has to act on the advice of the
Council of Ministers while deciding mercy
pleas. These include Maru Ram vs Union of
India in 1980, and Dhananjoy Chatterjee vs
State of West Bengal in 1994.

Although the President is bound by the
Cabinet’s advice, Article 74(1) empowers him
toreturnit for reconsideration once. If the Co-
uncil of Ministers decides against any change,
the President has no option but to accept it.

Terminsurance:; splitting your plan can optimise both cover, cost

SANDEEP SINGH

FEAR OFTEN pushes people to buy insurance.
Over the last six to eight months, as the pan-
demic severely impacted the economy and
forced individuals to restrict spending, the in-
surance sector saw a sharprise indemand for
term insurance plans and premium collec-
tions. In October, the first-year premium of
private insurers grew 23.56% toRs 7,227 crore,
and that of LIC grew by 36%toRs 15,548 crore.

Four differentannouncements on the suc-
cess of Covid-19 vaccine candidates over the
last two weeks have lifted market sentiments
and fuelled hope that the virus may be about

to be defeated, and life could soon return to
normal. Pfizer-BioNTech, Moderna, and
Sputnik V have announced an over-90% effi-
cacy for their candidates, and Oxford-
AstraZeneca has said early results of phase 3
trials show its vaccine to be “highly effective”.

While Covid-19 has increased aware-
ness about insurance, it is important for
everyone to understand that it should not
require a global pandemic for individuals to
be nudged to buy a policy. A term insurance
plan is a fundamental requirement and
forms the base of an individual’s financial
planning, providing cover against the most
critical risk — that of life itself.

Who in the family should buy term
insurance?

The primary earning member of the fam-
ily must have a term insurance cover. It should
be taken as a protection instrument that is
able to take care of his/her family’s financial
needsafter he/sheis notaround. The key tore-
member is that anyone who has a family to

take care of, and has liabilities suchasahome
loan, carloan etc., must have terminsurance.
Itisalsoimportant to note that you should
notwait to hita certain age to buy a term plan.
You may do so after you start working, and
keep adding to the coverbased on additional
requirements. Starting early means a lower
premium for the same cover. For example, if
you are 30 when you buy a Rs 1 crore term
plan up to age 70, your annual premium
would be around Rs 12,000. The premium for
the same plan will be around Rs 21,000 if you
buy at age 40, and over Rs 32,000 at age 45.

How much should your insurance
coverbe?

Typically, a term plan should cover all
your liabilities and major expected future
expenses such as higher education of chil-
dren, their wedding, and the living expenses
for your family. Suppose you have a home
loan of Rs 50 lakh, with principal outstand-
ing of Rs 40 lakh; a car loan outstanding of
Rs 3 lakh; and you need Rs 20 lakh for your

child’s higher education, then your term
plan should cover for all this until you turn
60. This should be apart from the cover
amount that would provide for your fam-
ily's household expenditure needs after you.
One must ideally have term insurance
cover until the age of 60, and can have a sep-
arate plan to provide for one’s spouse’s fi-
nancial independence till the age of 70-75.
Breaking your term plan into two — one un-
til age 60, and the other until age 70-75 —
would not only help you optimise your
cover, but also optimise the cost. It is impor-
tant to note that if you live beyond 60, you
won’t be needing the cover against home
loan, children’s education and marriage, as
you would have already met those goals.

How long should you take the cover for?
Ideally, the cover should be for the years
when you build and have liabilities and see
additions in the family. The term plan should
provide cover for the period till your kids
complete their education and turn inde-

pendent, and you have built your retirement
corpus that is good enough to sustain you
and your spouse’s financial needs for the re-
mainder of your lives. If you think you can
doall of that by age 60, you don’t need a term
plan beyond 60.

One must not confuse the need fora term
plan with the need for health insurance.
While terminsurance starts to lose relevance
after you have met all your liabilities, health
insurance becomes more important after re-
tirement, and should be taken foras longasit
isavailable.

It must also be noted that alongside the
term plan, retirement planning should also
continue — if you have saved optimally for
your post-retirement life, you don’t need a
term plan beyond 60.

Ifyou think you need to provide some ad-
ditional financial cover for your spouse’s fi-
nancial needs should something happen to
you between ages 60 and 70, you can take a
separate term plan of a smaller amount that
provides cover until 70-75.

New Delhi

How can this optimisation help you save
money?

Suppose you are 35 now, and are looking
foraRs 1.5 crore term plan till the age of 75 —
your premium may come to around Rs
21,000 per annum for the next 40 years, ag-
gregating toRs 8.4 lakh.

Now, if you take a term plan for Rs 1 crore
till the age of 60 and another plan of Rs 50 lakh
till the age of 75, you will pay premiums of
around Rs 11,000 (25 years; Rs 1 crore) and
around Rs 8,000(40years; Rs 50 lakh) respec-
tively — adding up to a total premium outgo
of around Rs 5.95 lakh.

Inboth cases, youwill geta coverof Rs 1.5
crore till the age of 60. After that, since the
need of aterm plan is reduced and is limited
tosome cover for spouse’s needs, by splitting
the plans, you reduce your premium outgo
significantly post-retirement. Also, since your
post-retirement income is limited, and you
are in most cases living on your savings, it is
important to optimally spend from your lim-
ited monthly income.



WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

16

THE INDIAN EXPRESS, FRIDAY,NOVEMBER 27,2020

THE WORLD

= PANDEMIC
WATCH

Bilawal Bhutto

PAKISTAN
Bilawal Bhutto
tests Covid
positive, in
self-isolation

Islamabad: Pakistan op-
position leader Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari said on
Thursday that he has
tested positive for the
coronavirus. The Pakistan
Peoples Party chief and
son of former PM Benazir
Bhutto went into isola-
tion after being infected
with the virus. Bilawal
has recently returned to
Karachi after running al-
most a month-long elec-
tion campaign prior to
the November 15 election
in Gilgit-Baltistan. He also
attended a massive anti-
government rally of the
Pakistan Democratic
Movement in Peshawar
onNovember22.  PTI

TURKEY

475 jailed for
life over 2016
coup attempt

Istanbul: A Turkish court
sentenced 475 accused
ringleaders of the failed
2016 coup against
President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan to multiple life
terms on Thursday,
Turkish media reported,
culminating one of the
most important mass tri-
als of nearly 500 defen-
dants accused of involve-
mentin the plot. The trial
focused on a group of
senior military officers
and civilians who gath-
ered in the Akinci air base
outside the capital,
Ankara, on the night of
the coup and ordered
warplanes, helicopters
and army units to attack
and seize key targets. NYT

AUSTRALIA

10 soldierstobe
sacked over
Afghankillings

Sydney: Australia has is-
sued termination notices
toatleast 10 special forces
soldiers after the release of
areport that found credi-
ble evidence of unlawful
killings in Afghanistan, the
ABC said Thursday. An in-
dependent report pub-
lished last week in
redacted form said there
was evidence that 39 un-
armed Afghan prisoners
and civilians were killed
by 19 Australian soldiers.

REUTERS

FRANCE

Police watchdog
to probe ‘beating
of Blackman’

Paris: France’s IGPN police
watchdog is investigating
allegations a Black music
producer was physically
attacked and racially
abused during a police
check, said French Interior
Minister Gerald Darmanin
on Twitter on Thursday.

The incident was captured
on CCTV footage which
was circulating online. “I
have asked the head of the
police force to provision-
ally suspend the police
concerned,” wrote
Darmanin. The alleged vic-
timsaid he had been walk-
ing without a facemask --
against Covid protocols --
and upon seeing a police
car, wentinto his studio to
avoid a fine. However, the
police followed himinside
and started to physically
attack him and racially
abusehim.  REUTERS

Biden urges unity: ‘We’re at war
with virus, not with one another’

ANNIE KARNI
WASHINGTON, NOVEMBER 26

US PRESIDENT-ELECT Joseph R
Biden Jr on Wednesday deliv-
ered a raw but optimistic ad-
dress to Americans in his first
nonpolitical speech since win-
ning the election, pleading with
the nation to "hang on" and have
hope even with the number of
coronavirus cases spiking across
the country and a hard winter on
the horizon.

"Looking back over our his-
tory, you see thatit's been in the
most difficult circumstances that
the soul of our nation has been
forged," Mr. Biden said.

In an implicit repudiation of
Mr. Trump, who has dismissed
the coronavirus as the flu and
mocked people who wear
masks, Mr. Biden urged
Americans to see it as their pa-
triotic duty to fight the pandemic
together by taking the proper
precautions. "I know the coun-
try has grown weary of the
fight," he said. "We need to re-
member we're at war with the
virus, not with one another, not
with each other."

As he urged 3Americans to
wear face masks, practice social
distancing and limit the size of
group gatherings, especially
around the holidays, he noted:
"None of these steps we're ask-
ing people to take are political
statements. Every one of them is
based on science, real science.”

He said he hoped the good
news about effective vaccines
would "serve as an incentive to
every American to take these
simple steps to get control of the
virus. There's real hope, tangible
hope. So hang on."

Mr. Trump, in the early days
of the pandemic, had tried to
brand himself a "wartime presi-

A medical staffer in Monza, Italy sanitises her colleague after treating a suspected Covid-19
patient inside an ambulance. AP

dent," before claiming, inaccu-
rately, that the country had
"rounded the curve." Mr. Biden
onWednesday appeared to pick
up the wartime mantle, describ-
ing the coronavirus pandemicas
"a nearly yearlong battle" that
has "devastated this nation."

"America is not going to lose
this war," he said, reminding
people, "Don't let yourself sur-
render to the fatigue."

Mr. Biden also tried to paintan
optimistic vision of the future, de-
spite the current crisis, and asked
Americans to "dream again."

"We're going to lead the
world by the power of our exam-
ple, not just the example of our
power," he said. "We're going to
lead the world on climate and
save this planet. We're going to
find cures for cancer and
Alzheimer's and diabetes, [
promise you." NYT

British-Australian
scholar freed in
Iran prisoner swap

FARNAZ FASSIHI
NEW YORK, NOVEMBER 26

IRAN RELEASED a British-
Australian scholar, Kylie Moore-
Gilbert, detained since 2018 on
charges of spying for Israel, in a
prisoner swap conducted
Wednesday for three Iranian
men described by Iran’s official
media as businessmen who had
been held abroad.

Iran did not reveal the iden-
tities of the three citizens
swapped for Ms. Moore-Gilbert
nor the identity of the country or
countries where they had been
held. But social media channels
affiliated with the Islamic
Revolutionary Guards Corps in
Iranidentified the three as Saeed
Moradi, Mohammad Khazaei
and Masoud Sedaghat Zadeh, all
detained in Thailand since 2012
on charges of having planned to
bomb Bangkok, and assassinate
Israeli diplomats there.

Mr. Moradilost both legsina
botched bombing in Thailand as
Thai police, apparently acting on
a tip from Israeli intelligence,
broke up a plot eight years ago.

Television footage from the
prisoner swap shown on state
television in Iran on Wednesday

Kylie Moore-Gilbert

showed one of the men in a
wheelchair.

There was no immediate
comment about the swap from
either Thailand or Israel. Prime
Minister Scott Morrison of
Australia said he was “thrilled
and relieved” at Ms. Moore-
Gilbert’s release but provided no
details on how it had been
arranged.

Ms. Moore-Gilbert was a lec-
turer in Islamic Studies at the
University of Melbourne when
she went to Iran in 2018 to at-
tend a conference. Agents of the
Revolutionary Guards arrested
her at the airport as she was leav-
ing on charges of spying for
Israel.

She had been serving a 10-
year sentence, much of itinIran’s
notorious Evin Prison, NYT

German Covid-19 curbs
set to last into 2021

REUTERS
BERLIN,NOVEMBER 26

GERMANY WILL probably have
to stick with measures to
dampen the coronavirus pan-
demic into January, Chancellor
Angela Merkel said on Thursday,
while her chief of staff suggested
that restrictions might be
needed until March.

“Given the high number of in-
fections, we assume that the re-
strictions which are in place be-
fore Christmas will continue to be
valid until the start of January, cer-
tainly for most parts of Germany,”
Merkel told parliament.

Merkel agreed with leaders

UK PM appoints

of Germany’s 16 federal states
late on Wednesday to extend
and tighten the coronavirus
lockdown until December 20,
but ease rules over the Christmas
holidays to let families and
friends celebrate together.
“Given the high number of in-
fections, we assume that the re-
strictions which are in place be-
fore Christmas will continue to be
valid until the start of January, cer-
tainly for most parts of Germany,”
Merkel told parliament.
Merkel’s chief of staff said
rules limiting social contact
might be needed for longer. “We
have difficult winter months
ahead of us. This will continue
until March,” Helge Braun said.

USTOP COURT BACKS
CHALLENGE TONEW
YORK CURBSON
RELIGIOUS SERVICES

Washington: The Supreme
Court late Wednesday night
barred restrictions on reli-
gious services in New York
that Governor Andrew M.
Cuomo had imposed to
combat the coronavirus.

In an unsigned opinion,
the majority said Mr.
Cuomo’s restrictions vio-
lated the First
Amendment’s protection of
the free exercise of religion.

The measures were
prompted in large part by
rising coronavirus cases in
Orthodox Jewish areas but
covered all “houses of wor-
ship.” NYT

PUTIN OPENS COVID
DRUG PLANT, RUSSIA
REPORTS RECORD
FOR CASES, DEATHS

Moscow: Russian President
Vladimir Putin on Thursday
inaugurated a pharmaceu-
tical plant in Siberia that
will manufacture drugs to
treat Covid-19.

“People need these
drugs,” he said. “They need
them literally every day.”

Russiareported arecord
high of 25,487 new coron-
avirus infections on
Thursday and 524 deathsin
the last 24 hours, the high-
estnumbers it has reported
since the start of the pan-
demic. REUTERS

Trump pardons
ex-adviser Flynn,

who pleaded guilty
in Russia probe

REUTERS
WASHINGTON, NOVEMBER 26

US PRESIDENT Donald Trump on
Wednesday pardoned his for-
mer national security adviser
Michael Flynn, who had twice
pleaded guilty to lying to the FBI
during the investigation into
Russian meddling in the 2016
presidential election.

Trump’s pardon, which could
be the first of several after he lost
the 2020 presidential election to
Democrat Joe Biden, drew con-
demnation from Democrats and
other critics.

Aretired Army general, Flynn
pleaded guilty to lying to the FBI
about interactions he had with
Russia’s ambassador to the
United States in the weeks lead-
ing up to Trump’s inauguration
inJanuary 2017.

He has since sought to with-
draw the plea, arguing that pros-
ecutors violated his rights and
duped him into a plea agree-
ment. His sentencing has been
deferred several times.

“It is my Great Honor to an-
nounce that General Michael T.
Flynn has been granted a Full
Pardon. Congratulations to
@GenFlynn and his wonderful
family, [ know you will now have
a truly fantastic Thanksgiving!”
Trump wrote on Twitter, a day
before the US holiday.

Flynn's attorney who told a
court in September she person-
ally asked Trump not to pardon
her client, said the pardon was
“bittersweet” because Flynn was
innocent.

Trump’s move was the high-
est-profile pardon he has
granted since he took office.
Among others, the Republican

PM: Ethiopia to begin ‘final
phase’ of offensive in Tigray

business
consultant as
new chief of staff
REUTERS
REUTERS ADDIS ABABA, NAIROBI,
LONDON, NOVEMBER 26 NOVEMBER 26
BRITISH PRIME Minister Boris ~ THE ETHIOPIAN military will be-

Johnson appointed Dan
Rosenfield, a business consult-
ant and former treasury official,
as his new chief of staff on
Thursday.

Johnsonis reshaping his sen-
ior team of advisers following
the dramatic departure of
Dominic Cummings earlier this
month. Cummings was seen as
the driving force behind
Johnson'’s strategy on Brexit and
most other policies, and his exit
has been billed as a chance for a
‘reset’ for the British leader.

“The Prime Minister has to-
day appointed Dan Rosenfield as
his chief of staff,” a statement
from Johnson'’s office said. He
will begin work in Downing
Street on December 7 and offi-
cially take up the Chief of Staff
role onJanuary 1.

Rosenfield previously
worked at Bank of America as a
managing director of investment
banking, and spent over a
decade working in the finance
ministry where he served as a
senior aide to former finance
ministers Alistair Darling and
George Osborne.

gin the “final phase” of an offen-
sive in the rebellious northern
Tigray region, Prime Minister
Abiy Ahmed said on Thursday,
hours after an ultimatum for
Tigray forces to surrender ex-
pired.

The government gave the
Tigray People’s Liberation Front
(TPLF) 72 hours on Sunday to lay
down their arms or face an as-
sault on Mekelle, the regional
capital of 500,000 people.

Rights groups raised con-
cerns for civilians caught up in
military operations.

Reuters was notimmediately
able to reach the TPLF for com-
ment. Claims by all sides have
been impossible to verify be-
cause phone and internet con-
nections to the region are down
and access to the area is tightly
controlled.

“The 72-hour period granted
to the criminal TPLF clique to sur-
render peacefully is now over
and our law enforcement cam-
paign has reached its final stage,”
Abiy tweeted, adding that civil-
ians would be spared and that
thousands of fighters had already

Women who fled the conflict in Ethiopia's Tigray region ata
refugee camp in eastern Sudan. AP

surrendered. The TPLF has de-
nied its fighters are surrendering.

“The last peaceful gate which
remained open for the TPLF
clique to walk through has now
been firmly closed,” Abiy said.

Abiy, who won the Nobel
peace prize last year for ending
a long-running stand-off with
Eritrea, called on the people of
Mekelle to “disarm, stay at home
and stay away from military tar-
gets”.

“Our National Defence Forces
have carefully devised a strategy
to bring the TPLF criminal clique
tojustice without harming inno-
cent civilians, heritage sites,
places of worship, development
institutions and property,” he

EQurrPED WITH ULTRASOUND, X-RAY, OPERATING AND RECOVERY AREAS

Mobile hospital for hurt Austral

REUTERS
SYDNEY,NOVEMBER 26

A MOBILE hospital for injured
wildlife such as koalas and kan-
garoos began a journey on
Thursday to its new base in
Byron Bay, on Australia’s east
coast.

Custom-built by Byron Bay
Wildlife Hospital in a 16-metre
(52.5-feet) semi-trailer truck, the
mobile clinic will treat and reha-
bilitate native animals hurt and
traumatised during wildlife
crises across the country.

Byron Bay Wildlife Hospital
founder and CEO Dr. Stephen
Van Mil said the project was con-

L3
ol .

Avolunteer holds a kangaroo rescued from bushfires in
Australia’s Blue Mountains region. Reutersfile

ceived of two years ago, but the
devastation of Australia’s disas-

trous bushfire season last year
underscored the need.

“Seeing dozens of injured
koalas sitting in laundry baskets
waiting for care was heartbreak-
ing,” Van Mil said in a statement.

Since then, a crowd-funding
campaign, philanthropic dona-
tions, and help from conserva-
tion groups have turned the
A$700,000 ($515,600) mobile
hospital into a reality.

The self-sufficient vehicle has
been fitted with veterinary
equipment, including ultrasound
and X-ray machines, operating
and recovery areas, water stor-
age, satellite communications
and solar power.

“Being able to work in a mo-
bile hospital means thatIcanac-
tually help these animals quickly.

ian wildlife hits road

[ can get there and I can give
them the treatment that they
need,” said wildlife specialist Dr.
Bree Talbot, who will be aboard
the mobile clinic along with a
small team of volunteers and
veterinary staff.

“I can give them the medi-
cine and the pain relief and the
fluid therapy ... and get them
back out hopefully sooner rather
than later,” she said.

Ongoing costs of A$250,000
to maintain the clinic will be
partly borne by the World
Wildlife Fund for Nature
Australia (WWF), said Darren
Grover, the head of the WWF's
Healthy Land and Seascapes

group.

New Delhi

added.

Thousands of people are al-
ready believed to have died and
there has been widespread de-
struction from aerial bombard-
ment and ground fighting since
the war began on Nov. 4. Nearly
43,000 refugees have fled over
the border to Sudan. TPLF rockets
have hit the capital of neigh-
bouring Eritrea.

On Wednesday, Human
Rights Watch said both sides
must avoid putting civilians in
danger. The government’s warn-
ing did not absolve it of the duty
to protect civilians when con-
ducting military operations in
the city of Mekelle, the watch-
dog said.

US President Donald Trump
and former national security
adviser Michael Flynn

Pardon blitz
before
@ Trumpexit?

EXPLAINED

THE END of any presi-
dential administration is
a time for intense lobby-
ing related to pardons.

Butin Trump’s case, it
extends to his own per-
sonal and political con-
siderations, his bitterness
over the Russia inquiry
and his transactional ap-
proach to governing.

The sheer number of
people in the president’s
circle to have gotten in
trouble with the law has
also made the question
of pardons especially
fraught.

president has pardoned Army
personnel accused of war crimes
in Afghanistan and Joe Arpaio, a
former Arizona sheriff and hard-
liner againstillegal immigration.
“This pardon is undeserved,
unprincipled, and one more
stain on President Trump’s rap-
idly diminishing legacy,” House
of Representatives Judiciary
Committee Chairman Jerry
Nadler said in a statement.

Four students
charged over
Paris teacher’s
beheading

AGENCIES
PARIS, NOVEMBER 26

FOUR STUDENTS have been
charged over the killing of a Paris
teacher last month, French me-
diareported on Thursday.

In October, an Islamist terror-
ist murdered Samuel Paty and
beheaded him after the teacher
showed cartoons of the Prophet
Muhammad, which were taken
from the satirical magazine
Charlie Hebdo, to his students.

Three of the students charged
were reportedly accused of
"complicity inaterrorist murder”
by allegedly pointing Paty out to
the killer. The three are aged be-
tween 13 and 14 years old, news
agency AFPreported.

The fourth suspect is the
daughter of the man wholed an
online campaign against Paty,
AFPreported. She has reportedly
been charged with "slanderous
denunciation” of Paty.

The new suspects come in
addition to the two other stu-
dents who were charged inrela-
tion to the murder earlier this
month. Those two suspects,
aged 14 and 15, were indicted for
"complicity in terrorist assassi-
nation" and have been placed
under judicial supervision.

New Zealand to declare
climate emergency to
combat global warming

REUTERS
WELLINGTON,NOVEMBER 26

NEW ZEALAND Prime Minister
Jacinda Ardern’s government is
to declare a climate emergency
in a symbolic step to increase
pressure for action to combat
global warming.

The government will put for-
ward a motion to declare the
emergency next Wednesday, the
government said as parliament
reconvened after a general elec-
tion won by Ardern’s party.

“We've always considered cli-
mate change to be a huge threat
to our region, and it is something
we must take immediate action

New
Zealand
PM Jacinda
Ardern

on,” Ardern said, according to state
broadcaster TVNZ.

“Unfortunately, we were un-
able to progress a motion around
a climate emergency in parlia-
ment in the last term, but now
we're able to.”

If a climate emergency is
passed, New Zealand would join
countries like Canada, France and
Britain that have taken the same
course to focus efforts on tackling
climate change.
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Stronge

r-than-expected pick upin

recovery, Covid rise adownside: Das

ENS ECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,NOVEMBER 26

RESERVE BANK of India (RBI)
Governor Shaktikanta Das on
Thursday said the economy has
exhibited stronger-than-expected
pickupinmomentum ofrecovery
but cautioned about the “sustain-
ability of demand”.

The recovery has come after
witnessing a sharp contraction in
GDP by 23.9 per cent in the first
quarter of 2020-21 and a multi-
speed normalisation of activity in
the second quarter, he said.

Das said the global economy
has also witnessed a stronger-
than-expected rebound in activity
inthe September quarter. The IMF
hasaccordingly revised its assess-
ment for global growthin 2020 to
aless severe contraction thanwhat
wasassessed inJune 2020, he said.

“Even as the growth outlook

Needtobe
watchful of
® demand

RBIGOVERNOR
Shaktikanta Das has em-
phasised on the need to
be watchful about the sus-
tainability of demand af-
ter festivals and a possible
reassessment of market
expectations surrounding
the vaccine. However, the
resilient external balance
position may bring in
some comfort.

has improved, downside risks to
growth continue due to recent
surge in infections in advanced
economiesand partsof India,” Das
said in his address at the Annual
Day of Foreign Exchange Dealers’

AMAZON-FUTURE COUPONS CASE

Future Retail: Not every
development ‘material
event for disclosure’

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 26

STEPPING UP its attack on global
e-commerce giant Amazon,
Future Retail (FRL) on Thursday
said every development in its ar-
bitration with the former would
notbe “amaterial event for disclo-
sure under” under section 30 of
the listing obligations and disclo-
sure requirements (LODR) regu-
lations of the Sebi.

FRLwas, however, making the
disclosures “out of abundant cau-
tion” as Amazon, the other party
in the arbitration had adopted a
media strategy of “having every
development reported and con-
verted into a line of communica-
tion with stock exchanges”.

In its disclosure on Thursday,
Future Retail said though it was
nota party tothe arbitration agre-

ement, the Singapore Interna-
tional Arbitration Centre (SIAC)
had made it a party to the agree-
ment through an order. FRL had,
therefore, “raised jurisdictional
objection to its inclusion as party
to the arbitration”. On Wednes-
day, the SIAC had dismissed plea
of FRL to be excluded from being
aparty to arbitration.

In August, Kishore Biyani’s
Future Group entered into an
agreement with Reliance Retail —
anarmof Reliance Industries —to
sell its retail, wholesale, logistics
and warehousingassets to the lat-
ter. However, the Rs 24,713-crore
dealraninto trouble with Amazon
claiming its “contractual rights”
have been violated. Last year, FRL
had signed another deal worth Rs
2,000 crore with Amazon, as part
of which Amazon had acquired 49
per cent stake in Future Coupons,
the promoter of FRL.

Association of India (FEDAI). The
Centreislikely torelease the Sept-
ember quarter GDPdataon Friday.
“We need to be watchful about
the sustainability of demand after
festivals and a possible reassess-
ment of market expectations sur-
roundingthe vaccine,” he said. The
monetary policy guidance in
October emphasised the need to
see through temporary inflation
pressures and also maintain the
accommodative stance at least in
the current financial yearand into
the next financial year, he said.
According to Das,a key source
of resilience in recent months has
been the comfortable external
balance position of India sup-
ported by surplus current ac-
count balances over two consec-
utive quarters, resumption of
portfolio capital inflows on the
back of robust FDI inflows, and
sustained build-up of foreign ex-
change reserves. “The govern-

Amip CoviD-19

ment’s recent policy focus to en-
hance India’s participation in
global value chains, including
through production linked incen-
tives for targeted sectors, can
leverage on the strong external
balance position of India,” he said.

He assured that the Reserve
Bank “remains committed to fos-
teringorderly functioning of finan-
cial markets and will continue to
evaluate incoming information
having a bearing on the financial
marketsand act,as needed, to mit-
igate any downside risks”.

Das said domestic financial
market conditions which were be-
nign at the start of the year wit-
nessed severe stress and disloca-
tion as the pandemic unfolded.

“The RBI acted proactively
and nimble-footedly to ease fi-
nancial market conditions and
mitigate risks with a slew of con-
ventional and unconventional
measures,” he said.

‘Capital account
convertibility
is a process’

Mumbai:  RBI  Governor
Shaktikanta Das has said capital
account convertibility of the ru-
pee will continue to be ap-
proached as a process rather than
an event, taking cognizance of
prevalent macroeconomic con-
ditions. “Along term vision with
short and medium term goals is
the way ahead,” he said at a
FEDAI event.

“Today, the capital account is
convertible to a great extent.
Inward foreign direct investment
(FDI) is allowed in most sectors
and outbound FDIby Indianincor-
porated entities is allowed as a
multiple of their net worth,”
Dassaid. ENS

‘CFOs seek to balance short-term results, long-term value’

Majority of CFOs feel that achieving a balance between short-term results and creating
long-term value will become a priority post the pandemic, an EY survey said

> 800 Chief Financial

Officers (CFOs),
Financial Directors (FD) and
senior finance executives of
large organisations covered
under the EY survey, with 40
per cent of the respondents
from EMEIA (Europe, Middle
East, India and Africa)
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4

|

THOSE WHO SAID THEY
HAVE TO PROTECT THEIR
ORGANISATION TODAY
WHILE ENABLING FUTURE
GROWTH:

W 79% in EMEIA

W 86% globally

Source: EY/PTI

‘India to offer incentives for s

ENS ECONOMICBUREAU
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 26

DEMAND FOR domestic solar
cells and modules will grow to
around 36 giga-watt (GW) in the
next three years, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi said on Thursday,
underscoring the need for Indiato
be aglobal manufacturing hub for

Prime Minister Narendra Modi

renewable energy. Incentives

LVB shares suspended from bourses

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
MUMBAI,NOVEMBER 26

LEAVING 93,000 shareholders
stuck with worthless paper,
stock exchanges have suspended
the shares of Lakshmi Vilas Bank
(LVB) following the RBI decision
to merge the bank with DBS
Bank on November 27.

The stock is likely to be
delisted from the stock ex-
changes on Friday.

Shares of LVB had risen by 4.8
per cent to Rs 7.65 on
Wednesday amid hopes that the
RBIwill announce some scheme
to compensate shareholders.
However, the final scheme an-
nounced on Wednesday didn’t

—— BRIEFLY —

ECLGSextended
to27 sectors

New Delhi: The government
said Thursday it has exten-
ded the Emergency Credit
Line Guarantee Scheme
(ECLGS) to the health sector
and 26 others identified by
the Kamath panel. PTI

Buxar Thermal
Projectclosed

New Delhi: The financial clo-
sure of the 1,320 MW Buxar
Thermal Power Project, be-
ingdone by SJVN Limited via
its arm SJVN Thermal Pvt
Ltd, was achieved Thursday.

DNSBank posts
profitinFY20

New Delhi: Dombivli Nagari
Sahakari (DNS)Bank hasre-
ported net profit of Rs 38.82
crore, after provisions, for fi-
nancial year 2019-20. ENS

The final scheme
announced on
Wednesday did not
offer any bailout for
equity shareholders
whose shares have
been written off

offer any bailout for equity
shareholders whose shares have
been written off.

“The investors who bought in
hope of revival, on an expecta-
tion of healthy gain got stuck. In
this merger, shareholders of LVB
will not get any benefit, The en-
tire capital of the bank will be

written off post the merger with
DBS Bank India,” Jaikishan
Parmar, Senior Equity Analyst,
Angel Broking.

The Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) said the moratorium im-
posed on Lakshmi Vilas Bank Ltd
will be lifted on November 27, re-
sulting in depositors being able
to withdraw their funds without
any limits.

“All the branches of the
Lakshmi Vilas Bank will function
as branches of DBS Bank India
with effect from this date.
Customers, including
depositors of LVB will be able to
operate their accounts as cus-
tomers of DBS Bank India with
effect from November 27,” the
central bank said.

HC refuses to
stay merger

OMKARGOKHALE
MUMBAI,NOVEMBER 26

olar modules’

would be given for local produc-
tion of these products, he said.
Modi said, as per a PTI report
after the success of Production
Linked Incentives in electronics
manufacturing, “we have decided
to give similar incentives to high-
efficiency solarmodules”. He was
addressing the third edition of RE-
Invest, an annual renewable en-
ergy investor meet. FEWITHPTI

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 26

THE NATIONAL Payments
Corporation of India (NPCI) on
Thursday raised nearly Rs 82 crore
by way of private placement of
4.63 per cent of its equity shares
to 19 new banks, non-bankingen-
tities and the parent companies of
payment systems aggregators.
“This broad basing exercise
was done to further diversify and
distribute the NPCI shareholding
to a larger set of the RBI (Reserve
Bank of India) regulated entities
and categories of payment indus-
try participants. NPCI made an of-
fer for the private placement to
131 RBI regulated entities, out of
which 19 evinced interest and
were allotted shares in NPCI,” the
not-for-profit initiative, which
runs and manages the Unified
Payments Interface (UPI), said.
Though traditional banks such
as the State Bank of India, Union

NPCI has raised nearly
%82 crore via private
placement of 4.63% of
its equity shares

Bank of India, Punjab National
Bank, Canara Bank, HDFC Bank
and ICICI Bank remain the bigger
players for now, other older play-
ers such as Standard Chartered
Bank, Dhanlaxmi Bank, and IDFC
First Bank have found seats at the
expanded table. New entrants to
the banking system such as
Suryoday Small Finance Bank and
Capital Small Finance Bank are
also in the expanded list of NPCI,
which now has 67 shareholders.
The entry of non-banking and
parent companies of digital pay-
ment companies such as Paytm
Payments Bank, One Mobikwik
Systems Private, Amazon Pay
Indian Private, PhonePe Private
and Pine Labs may give these play-

ers a shot at deciding the future
shape of UPland digital payments
inIndia.

This comesatatimewhenthe
NPCland digital payment compa-
nies have disagreed with each
otheron several key policyissues,
with the latest being the cap on
the total volume of payments that
can be done by any one player on
the UPI platform.

Earlier this month, even as
Facebook-owned WhatsApp got
the nod to roll out its UPI pay-
ments service to its 400-million
strong user base, the NPCl issued
adirective asking third party UPI
providers to cap the total number
of transactions on their platform
to 30 per cent of the total volume
of transactions. The move came a
week after the total number of
transactions on the UPI platform
had crossed 2 billion a month in
October.Inastatement, NPCl said
the move was aimed to help ad-
dress the risks to the UPI platform
and protect the ecosystem.

FC Kohli, ‘father of Indian
IT industry’, passes away

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
MUMBAI, NOVEMBER 26

FC KOHLI, the first chief execu-
tive officer of Tata Consultancy
Services (TCS) and popularly
known as the ‘Father of the
Indian information technology
Industry’, has passed away.

He joined the company in
1969 at the behest of JRD Tata,
then chairman of Tata Group.

Kohli pivoted TCS first into
management consultancy and
then over the next two decades,
into software development,
helping the organisation navi-
gate multiple technology waves
over two-and-a-half decades by
continually investing in people
and staying relevant to cus-
tomers.

He stepped down as CEO of
TCSin 1996.

Expressing grief over his
death, Prime Minister Narendra

FC KoHLI
1924-2020

Modi tweeted, “Shri FC Kohli Ji
will be remembered for his pio-
neering contributions to the
world of IT. He was at the fore-
front of institutionalising a cul-

ture of innovation and excel-
lence in the tech industry.
Pained by his demise.
Condolences to his family and
many admirers.”

N Chandrasekaran, chair-
man, Tata Sons, said, “I am
deeply saddened by the news
that FC Kohli passed away this
afternoon. He was a true legend,
who laid the very foundations
for India’s spectacular IT revolu-
tion and set the stage for the dy-
namic modern economy we en-
joy today. Kohli led innovations
in areas far-ranging from adult
literacy, water purification, soft-
ware engineering, software au-
tomation, complex-systems and
cybernetics.”

“Kohli was the true pioneer
of Indian IT. We have all fol-
lowed in his footsteps. His con-
tribution to the IT industry and
thus to India is immeasurable,”
Wipro chairman Azim Premji
said in a statement.

-
RICO
E-TENDER MOTICE
RIICO invites tenders/bids costing more than Rs. 200 lacs through
eproc.rajasthan.gov.in from registered, reputed and experienced
contractors for under mentioned works. As such, this is to inform all the
prospective bidders/contractors registered in appropriate class in any
department or public undertaking of any state in India/GOlI, that they may
download & submit online tenders/bids for following works:

Sr. Name of Work Estimated
No. Cost(Rs.
inLacs)

THE BOMBAY High Court on
Thursday refused an interim stay
on the Union Cabinet-approved
merger of Lakshmi Vilas Bank Ltd
with DBS Bank.

The decision was challenged
by promoters and shareholders of
the bank, including Kare
Electronics & Development Private
Ltd, Pranava Electronics Private Ltd
and KR Pradeep and its investor,
Indiabulls Housing Finance.

PNGRB simplifies gas pipeline
tariff to make it more affordable

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 26

THE PETROLEUM and Natural Gas
Regulatory Board (PNGRB) on
Thursday released a unified tariff
structure for over a dozen
pipelines, including GAIL's net-
work of seven pipelines, with the
aim of making natural gas more

US Fed weighs boosting bond

shift to warrant such adjustments.”
The Fed since June has been buying
$120 billion in bonds each month to keep s

ASSOCIATED PRESS
WASHINGTON, NOVEMBER 26

affordable to users far from the
source of natural gas orimport ter-
minals. The move is part of the
government's efforts to boost gas
consumption in the country.
According to experts, the
move, which sets a fixed tariff for
the first 300 kmdistance from the
source of gas and a fixed tariff for
distances over 300 km on the
same integrated pipeline network,

AT THEIR meeting earlier this month, US
Federal Reserve officials discussed possible
future adjustments to the central bank’s
monthly bond purchases toboost the econ-
omy. The Fed released minutes of its
November4-5 meeting revealing that while
officials believed no changes were needed
tothebond purchase programat that time,
“they recognised that circumstances could

options open.

downward pressure on long-term interest
ratesasaway of giving the economy a boost
asitstruggles toemerge fromadeep reces-
sion. The purchases have included $80 bil-
lionamonthin Treasury bonds and $40 bil- 2
lion in mortgage-backed securities.

The minutes of the meeting show that
while no decision was taken on what todo
or when, Fed officials were keeping their

will lead to significantly higher us-
ageof gasinareas farfrom LNGter-
minals and sources of natural gas
clustered on the west coast of the
country.

“These regulations have set the
ground for gas consumption to go
up for people in far flung areas of
the country,” said Vivekanand
Subbaraman, analyst at Ambit
Capital.

1. | Sr.Regional Manager, Bhilwara

1.1 | Construction of Cement concrete Roads at Industrial Area

Nimbahera, District-Chittorgarh
UBN-RDC2021WSOB00986

389.40

Udyog Bhawan, Tilak Marg, Jaipur- 302 005,
Phone : 0141-2227751, 4593201 Fax : 0141-4593210

E - Mail : riico@riico.co.in Website : www.riico.co.in

Raj.Samwad/C/20/7111

UTTARAKHAND MEDICAL SERVICE SELECTION BOARD

Near Medical Health And Family Welfare, Danda Lakhond, Sahastradhara Road, Dehradun
Website: www.ukmssb.org, E-mail: ukmssbdun@gmail.com, Ph . 0135-2608566

Advertisement No. 50/2020-21 Date : 26.11.2020
E-TENDER NOTICE

UKMSSB invites e-tender for following work:

Tender No. and Date 02/2020-21, Dated 27.11.20120

A- Pre & Post Examination Work of
UKMSSB fy 2020-21

B- Creation of facilities at designated
examination center.

Description of work

Cost of tender document

Excluding tax (In Rs.) ¥5000.00+ GST (18%)

OSBI

Marketing & Communications Department, Corporate Centre,
State Bank Bhavan, 9th Floor, Madame Cama Road, Mumbai - 400 021.

CORRIGENDUM

Please refer RFP for empanelment of Video Making Agencies
(RFP No.CC/M&C/2020-21/04), the same was published
on 10.11.2020 in this newspaper. Corrigendum details are
available on our website: https://bank.sbi under
‘Procurement News'. Sd/-

Place: Mumbai Deputy General Manager
Date: 27.11.2020 (Marketing & Communications)

TIRUPPUR SMART CITY LIMITED

TIRUPPUR CITY MUNICIPAL CORPORATION
TENDER EXTENSION NOTICE
CORRIGENDUM TO THE BID DOCUMENT
Date of issuance of this Clarification 24.11.2020
SELECTION OF SYSTEM INTEGRATOR TO DESIGN, SUPPLY, IMPLEMENT,
OPERATE AND MANAGE AN INTEGRATED COMMAND AND CONTROL,
CENTREIN TIRUPPUR CITY MUNICIPAL CORPORATION.
Invitation for Bid No. E1/6630(X1)/2017
.| Reference to Bid
document

As given in Bid Document To be Read as

Date and Time for
Submission of Bids :
17.12.2020 at 3.00 PM
Date and Time for
Submission of Bids :
17.12.2020 at 3.30 PM
Date and Time for submission
of Bids : 17.12.2020 at

03.00 PM, at O/o. Tiruppur
Municipal Corporation

Date and Time for submission
of Bids : 30.11.2020 at 3.00 PM

Important Dates
“| SI.No. 3

Date and Time of opening of
Technical Bid : 30.11.2020 at
3.30 PM

Date and Time for submission of
Bids : 30.11.2020 at 03.00 PM,
at O/o. Tiruppur Municipal
Corporation

DIPR/4404/TENDER/2020

Important Dates
| SI.No. 4

Section 1.3 RFP
.| Fact Sheet
SIl.No. 7

Managing Director, Tiruppur Smart City Limited

31,50,000.00/- (Rs. One lakh Fifty
thousand only) In favor of Secretary,
Uttarakhand medical service selection
board, Dehradun.

Earnest Money (In Rs.)

Start Date & Time of online
request for tender and
submission of tender.

1* December 2020, (03:00 PM).

Last Date & Time of online
request for tender and
submission of tender.

14" December 2020 (04:00 PM).

Date of Opening of Technical|15" December 2020 (01:00 PM).
bid.

Date of opening of Financial

bid To be announced after Technical Bid.

For further details, please visit website www.uktenders.gov.in
Garima Raunkaly

Secretary, Uttarakhand Medical Service Selection Board, Dehradun

present

GOVERNMENT OF TAMILNADU - PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
TENDER NOTICE NO.16/ 2020-2021/ BCM/ MW/ TRY/ Dated : 24.11.2020

Forand on behalfof the Governor of Tamilnadu, sealed Tend h d
upto 3.00 PM on the respective date mentioned (column 6) and will be opened on the same day at 3.30 PM in the presence of those tenderers o their representatives who choose to be

PRE QUALIFICATION & PRICE TENDER (TWO COVER SYSTEM)

FORM OF CONTRACT : LUMPSUM / ITEM WISE RATE TENDER
fromthe PWD

thefield, forthe

No

Approx value
Name of Work of work
(in Lakhs)

EMD Schedule Tender
(inRs) | avaiable Date | Date

NAMAKKAL DISTRICT

1 PACKAGE-1 : Sub works in the Main work of Construction of Institution Buildings for New Government Medical College and Hospital Buildings for 150

District. Total No. of Slices : 2741:62010

Slice No.1: Sub work : Providi
9

28.12.2020 29.12.2020

ing

Rs.676.55 |Rs‘4,23,275/-

Slice No.. i

jame of ils availablei 9

Package -1 - Total upto 5.45PM

PACKAGE- 2 : Sub works in the Main work of Construction of Residential Buildings for New Government Medical College and Hospital Buildings for 150

District. Total No. of Slices : 27.1:,2020
o

Slice No.1: Sub work: Providing Intemal water supply & sanitary arrangements for Boys & Girls
Hostel buidings for Residential buildings.
lice N lice Ne il

2812.2020 29.12.2020

Rs.693.40 upto 5.45PM

Rs.4,26,700/-

Package -2 - Total

www tenders.tn.gov.in

Note: 1. The evidences on the minimum qualifcation criteria mentioned in the Pre Qualfication Application should be furnished in Cover- without any omissions at the fime of submission of
prequalification tender tseff, Any Oissions in thisregard :

DIPR/ 4397 [TENDER/2020

ther details can be seen & downloaded from the website www.tntenders.gov.in (or)
Superintending Engineer, PW.D.,

Buildings (C & M) Circle, Medical Works, Trichy.

New Delhi

NMDC Limited

{A Gove. of India Enterprige)

Fhasi Bhavert, 103-30000, Ot Hls, Mawb Tk Hpdeaded 500008
CIN:L13100TG195AGOI00TAT 4,
CONTRACTS DEPARTMENT

Torker Froaiey B BOILonlactsy N DR R G A2 Dabed: 227 1,902
BSADC Limiled, & “SAYARATHAT Public Secloe Company under Minztryal
Skl Govi, ol i, invite onling bids from g renosd domast biddes
for "Qperation & Mointenance of Ore, Flus, Sber and Slap area (42} ot
1B ow Maberial Handling Syitem [RMHS] of 3 8T8 ISP 24 Magarnar®,
Thez detaded HIT and Bid doosments can beewed ard for downlanded
from NIDD websho hbtpedfwena nmedc.co.bn, Central Public Procurcmnet
looetal hitps! fwww.cpracure.govlinfepublishfapp ang M5TC porta
www. matcecommerce.co.nfram Z311,2020 to 157122020,
Frer Agcassing Chis Bid dociamaent fram NMOC wehgita, the hidders has (o
registar as 'Naw Leer’ in Bid secrian ar NADE S welisite link kg
e smdc.on,in/nemdctendentdefaultasps
For ficgessing the Bid dooument freen Central Procorement Portal
W eprocure.going the Tendersrhas So dick on “Latest ack e Tenders”
ForAccessing the Bid docurmnent from MSTE, bidders tovlsitweehsite link
| bittpcd e mstrecommence oo nfeprochomefrende/buyer_loginjsp
anc search Tendar Mo, NMOC HO2 0.2 1/ET/Z. Biddors ane requestod 1o
reEsster ak 'Mva Vendar fardosnlnading the tonder dacument, For furthes
Yreta rolar to werelar guide’ given in METC wehsite.
The bidders are reguested tosubemil thesr Bedt thrauph enbres mode and
dartaily of submissian ol bid throuph onlees aregoenin NIT,
The Biddersan regular basis are reguired bavisit e NRDC s websie /PP
Paortal! 5 TE website for corripendwm, if any, at a future date.
Forfurther clarification, CEM |Contracts), NMDC Limited Hyderahad
can b contacted Theaagh Fax na. +91-0480-23534746, Tel Ha
#91-040-23532800, email: steolantracis@amde.co.in

Chinl Gareral Marages (Lonlradts]
o= [EE I B8 I I el T




SALUTE THE SOLDIER

27 NOVEMBER 2008
On this auspicious day, we pay homage to Maj
Sandeep Unnikrishnan,AC, of 7BIHAR, who led
a NSG commando team to flush out terrorists
from Hotel Taj, Mumbai. With utter disregard
for his own safety, he advanced from room to
room, rescuing numerous hostages. When one
of his team members was grievously injured, he
MAJ SANDEEP  pinned down the terrorists with accurate fire
UNNIKRISHNAN, and rescued the injured commando. In the
ASHOK CHAKRA process, he was mortally wounded, but
continued to fight till the terrorist threat was eliminated. Your
gallant actions will inspire us for generations. We, the fraternity of
The Veer Biharis, salute you.
THE BIHAR REGIMENT ASSOCIATION

MARTYR OF CISF ON 27TH NOVEMBER
CISF proudly remembers the supreme sacrifice
of this brave-heart. On this day, he laid down
his life at the altar of duty while fighting with
the ULFA militants. His courage and bravery
would remain an abiding source of inspiration
NAIK K.C. ROY for the force.. The for'ce will remain eternally
SBSS SALAKATI indebted to him for this noblest deed.

27-11-1996

NORTHERN RAILWAY

Corrigendum Walk in interview for engagement of CMPs
for COVID Isolation wards Northern Railway Central
Hospital on Contract basis
Essential Educational Qualification:-

Microbiology) with doctor of Philosophy (Medical microbiology/Virology).
No. 752-E/CMP/Corp./Gaz./CH/20 Dated : 26.11.2020

Para (iii) (B) Post graduate degree in the concerned specialty or superspeciality
mentioned in section A of schedule VI from recognized institute i.e. Doctor of Medicine
(Microbiology) or Diplomate National Board (Microbiology) or MSC (Medical

2647/2020

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

18

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

THEINDIAN EXPRESS, FRIDAY,NOVEMBER 27,2020

RS E-fAfaar dem-73/2020-21/fofd0Ho AR, fara faawm
GUe g, BRS F A IUWUS YU, AfGAMT h 1A 33/11
et fagd SUeh AiGA W TG 04 W TE IEAMYY W TRq
01 = diiiel i eRETfAT Td TR il Ud Fedle O, H0dH0
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arefteror SAfiver|

faga faavor wusm-wwE )

TR 3529 fafam. Ave e 25/11/2020

TENDER NOTICE
Dy. Chief materials manager, Northern Railway, Central Hospital, New Delhi-
110001, for and on behalf of the President of India, invites tenders for supply of the
following items:-

Description Tender invited by

Dy. CMM/Northern
Railway Central
Hospital, New Delhi

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE 2652120

Tender No. Tender Due Date

Tablets Epalrestat
25 mg.

15.12.2020 at

82200924A 11:00 hrs.

JAMMU & KASHMIR POLICE HEADQUARTERS

0194-2443031/2443032 (Sgr)
0191-2459029/2459255 (Jmu)

TENDER EXTENSION NOTICE

Due to administrative reasons, last date and online opening dates of NIT No. 34 of
2020 dated 18.08.2020 floated by Police Hars. J&K to procure Total Containment
Vessel (Truck Bomb) is extended as follow:

1. Last Date for Online Tender Submission = 28.11.2020

2. Online Opening of Technical Bids = 01.12.2020

However, other terms and conditions of the tender shall remain un-changed.

Detailed tender documents with terms and conditions are available on J&K State e-
Procurement Portal www.jktenders.gov.in. Sd/-
(Rayees Mohammad Bhat)- IPS

AIG of Police (Provision/Tpt)
For Director General of Police,
J&K, Jammu.

ce.gov.in

Phone/Fax No.:
: hqjk@jkpolice.gov.in

No. Prov-II/Sec-62/19-20/48888-99
Dated: 18.11.2020

DELHI URBAN SHELTER IMPROVEMENT BOARD
GOVT OF N.C.T. OF DELHI

Notice regarding extension of Advertisement date
To fill up One post of Member (Finance) on deputation basis in DUSIB, an
advertisement was published in four English News Papers i.e. Times of India, The
Hindustan Times, The Hindu & Indian Express and Four Hindi leading News papers
i.e. Dainik Jagran, Nav Bharat Times, Hindustan & Amar Ujala on 06.06.2020 for
which the last date for submission of application form was 10.06.2020, which is now
extended upto 20.12.2020.
Intended applicants may apply with detailed bio-data, in prescribed proforma-along
with requisite documents by 20.12.2020 to Director (Admn), Room No 10, Punerwas
Bhawan, I.P. Estate, New Delhi-110002.
For details, log into our website: http://delhishelterboard.in

Sd/-
(Abdul Dayyan)
Director (Admn)

DIP/Shabdarth/0454/20-21 Ph No. 011-23378957

CENTRAL WAREHOUSING CORPORATION
(A Govt. of India Undertaking)
Corporate Office: 4/1, Siri Institutional Area, August Kranti Marg,

Hauz Khas, New Delhi-110016, Ph.- 011-49857894
E-mail: engg.cwhc@cewacor.nic.in, Website: www.cewacor.nic.in
WAREHOUSING FOR EVERYONE

NORTHERN RAILWAY

TENDER NOTICE (Through E-Tendering)

Provision of Automatic fire suppression for more than 400 route
station of Delhi Division

Approximate cost of the work | ¥2,04,30,214/- only

Name of work
with its location

Earnest Money Deposit %2,52,200 only
Address of Senior Divisional Signal & Telecom Engineer-C, Northern
the office Railway, 3rd Floor, Annexure-1, DRM office, New Delhi-110055

Tender uploading / closing date & time
23.12.2020 upto 15:00 hrs.

Date & Time for upload the
tender/ closing of tender

Website particular & notice board
location where complete details
ofthe tender can be seen etc.

See The Northern Railway website
www.ireps.gov.in & Notice board at S&T
branch, 3rd Floor, DRM Office, State Entry
Road, New Delhi-110055

No: CWC/CO-ENGG./PRESS NOTE/2020-21/ Dt.25.11.2020

PRESS NOTICE INVITING E-TENDER

CWC invites online tender from the contractors for the following work:-

Tender No.: 558-Sig-16-M-TENDER-1351 Date: 26.11.2020 2650/20

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

Sr. Name of Work Estimated | Last date of on line
No. Cost Submission &
(In Lakhs) | Opening of Tender
1. |Roof replacement with galvalume sheets| 344.50 18.12.2020
from godown 6 to 19 at CW BD Bamanbheri
Muzaffarnagar (UP)

Detailed Tender Notice along with conditions of contract and Notice Inviting E-Tender may
be seen and downloaded from the CWC website www.cewacor.nic.in or e-tender website
www.cwceprocure.com or CPP Portal http://eprocure.gov.in/epublish/app. Further Corrigendum/
Addendum to this Tender, if any, will be published on the above mentioned websites only.
Newspaper press advertisement shall not be issued for the same. CHIEF ENGINEER(I/c)

HFSEB Lid., Shimla- £ fpriba following wark; -

: MAHARSHI DAYANAND UNIVERSITY, ROHTAK
(A State University Established under Haryana Act No. 25 of 1975) NAAC Accredited ‘A+’ Grade
CORRIGENDUM NOTICE
Sr. | Letter/Memo No. Name of Dept./ Old Reference/ Nature of Opening Date Amount/EMD Website of the Dept./ Nodal Officer/
No. & Date Board/Corp./Auth NIT/Tender No. | Corrigendum Closing Date ) (Approx.) in Board/Corp./Auth Contact Details/E: il
(Time) Rupees
1. No. PRO/MDU/ Maharshi Dayanand PRDH/83812 Last Date was 24 Lacs www.mdu.ac.in Director, UIET, MDU ;'-
2020/826 University Rohtak 24.11.2020 which Mobile No.
Dated: 12.11.2020 has been E-mail: dir.uiet@
extended upto mdurohtak.ac.in
03.12.2020
84033/HRY STAMP AND SIGNATURE OF COMPETENT AUTHORITY
I CORRIGENDUM NOTICE T
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HIMACHAL PRADESH STATE ELECTRICITY BOARD LIMITED

A Slale Governmenl Underlaking

"a Tendar Motice'™
|E-tendering mode onkly)

CHLINE TENDERS e hereby invited on turnkey basis (Teao Par Bid) by the undersigied for & oo behall ol Maragmg Director,

&r. |Tandar Hama cf Wirk Estimated (Earnest | Costof Coenpletion | OnlineSale |Lastdate | ©pening od Techen
Mo )ko, Gl Wangy | Tender Pericd ol Tender | afReceipl | commencial bid
Dacumenls Documents |af Tender
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Energy Saved is Energy Generated

The delafed tender nolification can ba wewed! downisadad irea of cost from tha website htipsteearaiendenwizand. com/HFSES
and lender documenls can be had arles mak ngpr assnined M:.-I'I'!Eﬁl. .".I'q.' darilicalion’ amandamanl shall ba uFIrIZIEﬂEIﬂ on the abayve
wrhsiln, Far further datzils on etendering, ploase conkac on ihese Conlact Noc: 01772801745

[Er. San|eav Maria),
Chied Enginaer {3P) South,
HPSEB Lid., Shimla -4

NOTICE INVITING TENDER (NIT)

1. Air Officer Commanding, Air Force Station, Race Course, New Delhi- 110003 invites sealed tenders
from war widows/widows of Defence personnel martyred while on duty; disabled soldiers,
widows/spouses of Ex- serviceman, Ex- servicemen and from citizen of India having sound financial
status in order to run at this station for the following regimental shop at Race Course Camp, Old
Willingdon Camp, Sekhon Vihar for the period commencing w.e.f. 01 Jan 21 to 31 Dec 21 extendable
with mutual consent for maximum period of five years.

and requirement fromtime totime:

2. The following S| Regimental Shops are on offer against Rebate (in Rs. Per month for Sl) at persent.
The Rent and Allied Charges fixed for each shop will be charged as per scale laid down by Government

(a) Location at Race Course Camp (RCC)

Sl. No | Shop’s Name Sl. No. Shop’s Name
01 Shoe Shoppe 02 Ladies Tailor Shop
03 Frozen Food Shop-l 04 Frozen Food Shop-lI
05 High End Bakery Shop

(b) Location at Old Willingdon Camp (OWC)

06 Tailor Shop 07 Vegetable Shop
08 Provision Shop

(c) Location at Sekhon Vihar
09 Garment Shop

Fund, AFND”.

of any bidder of bidding for more than one shop,

mentioned in the tender form/RFPs.

communication and follow laid down channels.

6. Tenderers may visit the shops before applying
Force Station New Delhi has the right to accept
any reason.

3. The Tender forms/ RFP can be obtain from the OIC SI, SI Fund Office, Air Force Station, Race Course
New Delhi- 110003 on all working days from 0900h to 1300h (Mon- Friday) from on 27 Nov 20 to 04 Dec 20
on cash payment of Rs. 500/- each (non-refundable). Asum of Rs. 5,000/~ is to be deposited as Earnest
Money Deposit (refundable) in the form of Cash/ POS/ Demand Draft/ Pay Order in favour of “ OIC Sl

4. Tender forms/ RFPs duly completed in all respects together with Earnest Money Deposit (EMD)
receipts are to be dropped/ deposited in the Tender Box kept in C Adm O's Conference Hall, Air Force
Station, Race Course, New Delhi- 110003 addressed to “OIC Sl Fund, Air Force Station, New Delhi-
03”. All details concerning Rent and Allied charges documents are to be attached, last date and place of
dropping/ depositing of tenders/ RFPs in tender box will be mentioned in the tender forms itself. In case

other criteria for allotment are being met. No bid below benchmarking and MRP will be accepted.
Benchmarking will be done based on Reasonable rates as per last rebates offered by shop owners in
earlier contract., documents attached, filling up all particulars/ details, financial status of bidders, rates
of items proposed to be sold in shops, character verification, welfare of troops and other parameters as

5. AOC/ Station Cdr is the overall trustee for S| Fund, C Adm O is the President of Service Institute. All
correspondence/ claim concerning bidding are to be addressed to C Adm O will be fixed and binding .
No correspondence on the subject will be entertained on completion of binding and allotment of shops.
All ex-servicemen / dependents and civilians are expected to follow service norms and ethos in all

only one shop will be considered for allotment, if all

on any working day. Air Officer Commanding, Air
or reject any tender or application without assigning
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DEBTS RECOVERY TRIBUNAL, DEHRADUN

Government of India, Ministry of Finance, Deptt. of Financial Services
2" Floor, Paras Tower. Mazra, Saharanpur Road, Dehradun, UK-248171
PUBLICATION NOTICE IN O.A. No. 425 OF 2019
(SUMMONS UNDER SUB-SECTION (4) OF SECTION 19 OF THE RECOVERY OF DEBTS

AND BANKRUPTCY ACT, 1993, READ WITHSUB-RULE (2A) OF RULE 5 OF THE DEBT
RECOVERY TRIBUNAL (PROCEDURE) RULES, 1993 AS AMENDED FROM TIME OF TIME)

Dy No. 510 Date: 20.11.2020
Punjab National Bank Vs M/s Raj Enterprises & Ors.

To,

1. M/s Raj Enterprises, through its Proprietor Irsar, Mohd. Parvez & Satish Raj
First Address: C/o Jatinder Gill Khasra No. 220, Vill Charba, Langa Road,
Sahaspur. Second Address: Behind SBI Selaqui, Dehradun.

. Irsar S/o Irshad, Partner M/s Raj Enterprises R/o Padai Gujar, Haridwar,
UK. 247666.

. Mohd Parvez S/o Anwar Ali, Partners Raj Enterprises, R/o 132b Daudpur
Govindpur, Bahadrabad, Haridwar, UK.

. Satish Raj S/o Gyan Singh, R/o Laxmipurchanchak, Shaspur, Dehradun,

UK 248197.

Gyan Singh S/o Ram Singh, R/o Laxmipurchanchak, Shaspur, Dehradun, UK.

. Ishrat W/o Parvej, R/o 132/8 Dadpur, Govindpur, Haridwar.

. Mohd. Asif S/o Naseem Ahemad House No. 287/8 Lala wali Gali, Purani

Tehsil, Roorkee, Haridwar, UK.

Hasnain S/o Ishaq, Village Nara PO Mansoorpur, Tehsil & District Muzaffarnagar.
Whereas the above named Applicant Bank has instituted OA No. 425 of

2019 against you for recovery of debts of Rs. 32,53,950/- in which Hon'ble

Tribunal was pleased to issue Summons/Notice U/s 19(4) of the Recovery of

Debts and bankruptcy Act, 1993 and was listed before the Hon'ble Presiding

Officeron 19.11.2020.

Whereas, it has been shown to the satisfaction of the Tribunal that it is not
possible to serve you in ordinary way. Therefore, this notice is given by way of
this publication directing you to appear in person or through your duly
authorized agent or legal practitioner before the Tribunal on 31.12.2020.
Further, you are required to show cause as to why the relief(s) prayed for in
OA should not be granted and to file reply, if any, in your defence in a paper
book form in sets and produce all the documents and affidavits under which
your defence or claim for set off, counter claim, in this Tribunal personally or
through your duly authorized agent or legal practitioner within 30 days from
the date of the publication of this notice.

Take notice thatin case of default of your appearance on the specified day
and time before the Tribunal, the case shall be heard and decided in your
absence.

Note: For appearance in person or through legal representative on the

next date of hearing through V.C., contact the Registrar on Mobile No. 95600-

72676 or through e-mail on the official e-mail ID of the DRT registrar-

drtddn@gov.in, at least three days in advance along-with details of e-mail ID

as well as whatsapp enabled mobile number. So that V.C. link could be

provided in advance to participate in the hearing through V.C.

Given under my hand and seal of this Tribunal on this the 20th day of

November, 2020. By order of Tribunal

Registrar (l/C),

Debts Recovery Tribunal, Dehradun, (M): 9560072676, (O): 0135-2720854
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:JRAJASTHAN HOUSING BOARD
No. ACE-/RHB/JPR/2020-21/537 Date : 19.11.2020
NIB: ACE-1/2020-21/18
Bids for (1).Construction of EWS (G+10) flats 340 Nos. under CMJAY
Scheme, GH-3, at Sector-07, Indira Gandhi Nagar, Jaipur. (2).Construction
of EWS (G+10) 104 flats & LIG (G+10) 144 Nos. flats Zone-I, in GH-4
under CMJAY at Indira Gandhi Nagar, Jaipur. (3).Construction of LIG
(G+12) flats 208 Nos. at Block-C, under CMJAY Scheme at Sector-03,
Zone-32, Pratap Nagar, Sanganer, Jaipur. (4). Construction of LIG-192
Nos. flats (G+11) under CMJAY Scheme (Block-A) at Sector-28, Pratap
Nagar, Sanganer, Jaipur. (5).Construction of LIG-192 Nos. flats (G+11)
under CMJAY Scheme (Block-B) at Sector-28, Pratap Nagar, Sanganer,
Jaipur. (6). Construction of LIG-192 Nos. flats (G+11) under CMJAY
Scheme (Block-A1+B1) at Sector-28, Pratap Nagar, Sanganer, Jaipur.
(7). Construction of EWS (G+12) flats-256 Nos. at Block-A, under CMJAY
scheme at Sector-03, Zone-32, Pratap Nagar, Sanganer, Jaipur.
(8). Construction fo EWS (G+12) flats 248 Nos. at Block-B under CMJAY
Scheme at Sector-3, Pratap Nagar, Jaipur. (9). Construction of EWS
(G+10) 240 Nos. flats under CMJAY Scheme, (Block-C) at Sector-28,
Pratap Nagar, Sanganer, Jaipur. (10). Construction of EWS (G+10) 240
Nos. flats under CMJAY Scheme (Block-D) at Sector-28, Pratap Nagar,
Sanganer, Jaipur. (11). Construction of EWS-38 Nos., LIG-165 Nos. &
MIG-A 39 Nos. Houses at Newai Housing Scheme, Phase-Il, Tonk Road,
Newai. (12). Construction of HIG-54 Nos. & MIG-B 21 Nos. Houses at
Newai Housing Scheme, Phase-Il, Tonk Road, Newai. (13). Construction
of LIG (G+10) flats 144 Nos. Zone-Il under CMJAY Scheme, GH-4, at
Sector-07, Indira Gandhi Nagar, Jaipur. (14). Construction of LIG 82 Nos. &
MIG-A 34 Nos. houses, Phase-I in Block-G at Mahala Scheme, Jaipur.
(15). Construction of EWS 78 Nos. houses, Zone -l in Block-D at Mahala
Scheme, Jaipur. (16). Development work of Shopping Center (Rana Sanga
Market) Rana Sanga Marg at Sector -28, Pratap Nagar, Sanganer, Jaipur.
(17). Repair and maintenance work of parks and remetaling & carpeting of
internal roads including repairs in Sector-03, Indira Gandhi Nagar, Jaipur.
are invited from interested bidders upto 6.00 PM, 16.12.2020. Other
particular of bid may be visited on the procurement portal
(http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in, http://sppp.raj.nic.in) of the state &

http://urban.rajasthan.gov.in/rhb department website.

UBN : RHB2021WL0B00237, RHB2021WL0OB00235,
RHB2021WL0B00226, RHB2021WL0B00225, RHB2021WL0B00227,
RHB2021WL0B00228, RHB2021WLO0B00229, RHB2021WL0B00230,
RHB2021WL0OB00231, RHB2021WL0B00232, RHB2021WL0B00233,
RHB2021WL0B00234, RHB2021WLOB00236, RHB2021WLOB00219,
RHB2021WL0B00220, RHB2021WS0B00222, RHB2021WS0B00221

Samwad/C/7115/2020-21 Addl. Chief Engineer-I, Jaipur

BHAKRA BEAS MANAGEMENT BOARD
A (Power Wing)
Notice Inviting E-Tender

E- NIT No: 05/2020-21 Dated: 26.11.2020
Name of Office: Sr. Executive Engineer, O&M Division, BBMB, Panipat.

Name of Work: Supply and Delivery of three nos. manageable Ethernet switch
having 16 Nos. Fiber Optic ports and 2 Nos. RJ 45 ports, IEC 61850 compliant
at400kV substation BBMB, Panipat

Document downloading 26.11.2020 From 17:00 hrs onwards
Prequalifying Document submission 17.12.2020 upto 15:00

Receipt of Bids online 18.12.2020 upto 11:00 hrs.
Opening time 18.12.2020 at 15:00 hrs.

For detailed NIT including Pre-Qualifying conditions and EMD, please visit BBMB website
www.bbmb.abcprocure.com orwww bbmb.gov. in
1258-PR-TS-4 For Your Better Tomorrow Save Energy Today

General publicis here by informed that one
girl Namely: Sanjna, D/o Rajeev, Rlo A 481
Phase-Il, Metro Vihar Holambi Kalan, Delhi
Age: 18 years 6 months, Height: 5'3",
Complexion: Shallow, Face: Round,
Wearing: Yellow Colour Suit and Salwar,
has been missing since 07.11.2020 at 11:30
AM formherhouse.

In this regard a vide DD No. 88A, dated 09.11.2020 has been
lodged atP.S. Narela Industrial Area, Delhi.

Sincere efforts have been made by local police to trace out
information about this girl but no clue has come to light so far.
Any person having any information or clue about this girl
kindly inform to the following.
E-Mail: cic@cbi.gov.in
Website: http://cbi.nic.in

Fax: 011-24368639
Ph: 011-24368638, 24368641

SHO

PS. Narela Industrial Area, Delhi
Ph. 011-27787592, 27787593
DP/615/0N/2020

DELHI URBAN SHELTER IMPROVEMENT BOARD
GOVT OF NCT OF DELHI
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER, C-7
RANA PRATAP BAGH, DELHI-110007
NOTICE INVITING E-TENDER
Executive Engineer, C-7,DUSIB, R. P. Bagh Delhi-110007 invites on
behalf of Delhi Urban Shelter Improvement Board, percentage rate bid
(On Line ) on two bid system for the following work.
NIT No: 08/EEC-7/DUSIB/2020-21
NAME OF WORK:- MLA LAD Fund.
SUB-HEAD:- Development of Sanitation System in common shaft,
Common Stairs Case and passage of 480 Slum Flats at Turkman Gate
(PID No-12786)
Esstt. Cost :- Rs. 1,81,97,439.00 Earnest Money - Rs.3,64,000.00
Tender Cost Rs. 1,000.00 Period of completion: 365 Days Last Time
& Date of Submission of Bid : 07.12.2020 upto 15:00 Hours
Date of Opening Technical Bid : 07.12.2020 after 15:30 Hours
The bid forms and other details can be obtained from the website
http://govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in/
All the corrigendum (if required) will be uploaded on portal and will not
be published in News Paper.

Sd/-

(RAJINDER BANSAL )

EXECUTIVE ENGINEER,C-7(DUSIB)
DIP/Shabdarth/0452/20-21

Notice Inviting e-Tender (NleT)

No F.5 (13)-SCERT/SSMTSE/2020/1271 Dated, Agartala, the 24/11/2020
Director, SCERT, Abhoynagar, Agartala, Tripura invites Notice inviting e-Tender
(NIeT) in 2(Two) bid system (Technical & Financial) with contract type for the
following work:

Name of Work : Design, Printing, Packing, Sealing and Delivery of OMR sheets
without Carbon copy and Question papers to State Council of Educational
Research & Training (SCERT), Agartala and Scanning & Evaluation of filled up
Answer sheets.

Tender ID:- F_5_13_SCERT_SSMTSE_2020
Estimated Cost: Rs. 7,00,000/- (Rupees seven lakh)

Earnest Money: Rs. 14,000/- (Rupees fourteen thousand)

Tender Fee:- Rs.1,000/- (Rupees one thousand )

1.|Completion period for the work: 10 days

3.|Document Downloading Start Date|20/11/2020, 11.30 AM

4.|Bid Submission Start Date 20/11/2020, 11.30 AM

5.|Pre-bid Meeting 23/11/2020, 12 noon in the Office of
the Director, SCERT

04/12/2020, 17.30 PM

5.|Document Downloading End Date
6. |Bid Submission End Date 04/12/2020, 17.30 PM

7.|Bid Opening Date 05/12/2020, 12:00 PM onward

Please visit https://tripuratenders.gov.in for details and bidding. Interested
bidder or his/her representative may attend during the process of opening of
Notice Inviting e-Tender (NleT). Sd/-

ICA-C-2247-20 Director SCERT, Agartala.

MBDA/673/2020 Dated: November 27, 2020
MEGHALAYA BASIN DEVELOPMENT

AUTHORITY (MBDA)
Meghalaya State Housing Financing & Cooperative Society Ltd.
Campus, Upper Nongrim Hills, Shillong-793003
Meghalaya Basin Development Authority (MBDA) invites Qualified
Bidders for following Goods as mentioned below:
Particular Method of Important Dates
Procurement
Procurement of 100 Nos. of Through Bids —|1) Last Date of submission
Pico Turbines for|Submission  of| of bids — 7th January,
Decentralized Green Energy|Technical and| 2021 by 4:00 PM.
Development by using hydro|Financial Bids in|2) Opening of Bids — 7th
power generation upto 5KW in|TWO  separate| January, 2021 at 4:30
Meghalaya envelopes PM

Pre-Bid meeting will be held on December 11, 2020 at 1100 Hrs. at
MBDA Office (Bidders interested to participate in the pre-bid meet-
ing may please send a request to mbdaprocurement@ gmail.com
for sending a link to them) Detailed information and other Terms &
Conditions about the bidding documents is available at
www.mbda.gov.in The responses must be submitted in sealed
envelope for respective requirements to The Executive Director, —
Office of Meghalaya Basin Development Authority; Meghalaya
State Housing Financing & Cooperative Society Ltd., Upper
Nongrim Hills, Shillong- 793003.Phone: 0364-2522043/2522921.
For details please visit http://www.mbda.gov.in

MIPR NO. 1387 Dated 26.11.2020

New Delhi
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Friends with Freddie, ambushing Bush

Life, strife and times of Diego Maradona as he left the famous in awe and also brought some infamy on himself

Aman stops by an altar devoted to
Maradona in downtown Naples. Reuters

Naples Stir Up

Naples was second home to Maradona
who knew the San Paolo Stadium was
Argentina’s best chance of beating hosts Italy
in 1990. Italians from other parts of the coun-
try, wanted nothing to do with Naples which
represented socio-economic faultlines that
bordered on racism. The rich industrial north
didn’t consider Naples, in the poor agricul-
tural south, a part of Italy and during a
Juventus-Napoli match, nasty fans would
dub it "shame of Italy." Maradona made a
miracle out of this misfit leading his team to
two Serie A titles and a UEFA Cup win. Loved
like a patron saint, a nurse is said to have left
a vial of his blood “on a shrine in a Catholic
church.” In a cemetery, a banner was sus-
pended, taunting the dead that, “You don’t
know what you missed.” A work of graffiti
replied: “how do you know we missed it?”

Before the semifinal against Italy,
Maradona would be quoted by The New York
Times assaying, “'Italy makes it feel impor-
tant one day of the year, but forgets about it
the other 364.” He wrote in his autobiogra-
phy ‘El Diego:’ “The Argentinian national an-
them, for the first time in the whole World
Cup, was applauded from beginning to end.
For me that was already a victory. I was
moved: these were my people.”

The visitors would win on penalties.

Why Mexico, Diego?

It’s ‘tranquilo’, said Maradona to a British
reporter who had travelled all the way from
Manchester to meet him. In one of his last at-
tempts at coaching, Argentina’s gift to football
found himself in the city of Culiacanin Sinaloa,
managing their Mexican second division club,
Dorados de Sinaloa. The Sinaloa cartel was
flagged by US officials as one of the most pow-
erful cartels in the world, the head of which

was Joaquin ‘El Chapo’ Guzman. Locals said
that Maradona didn’t live in a fancy hotel but
instead in a home. He attended baseball
games by himself without any guards and
somehow managed to find - in his own words
- some peace, right in that part of the world
that has seen anything but peace.

Fideling around

There’s a picture of Maradona proudly
showing his Fidel Castro tattoo to the man
himself. He would once call the revolution-
aryleader from Cuba his ‘second father’. The
Argentine’s politics routinely careened to-
wards Latin America’s left and his admira-
tion for Castro knew no bounds. Stories rang-
ing from the Cuban clearing up his schedule
and spending time with Maradona in his of-
fice for three hours playing football to Castro
appearing on Maradona’s TV show talking
about the re-election of George W Bush
added to the lore both held in the eyes of
their supporters. It would be no surprise that
Maradona would pass away on the same
date that his hero did four years earlier. When
Bush visited Argentina in 2005 for a summit,
Maradona, who was very vocal against neo-
imperial tendencies of earlier England and
later the US, would proclaim, "I hate every-
thing that comes from the United States. |
hate it with all my strength.”

Castro was one of Latin America’s
Leftist leaders Maradona bonded with.

A cheeky birthday wish

Diego Maradona's‘the hand of God’ goal
against England in the 1986 World Cup re-
mains one of the most iconic events to take
place in the history of the sport despite its
deceitful nature. The eccentric Argentine just
days ahead of his 60th birthday made a ref-
erence to that iconic moment in a rather
cheeky manner. In his last major interview,
he was asked by the France Football what

Diego Maradona with Freddie Mercury and members of the band Queen. Tuwitter/Queen (Neal Preston)

It's March of 1981 in Buenos Aires, and
Diego Maradona and Freddie Mercury
are kings. The former had just
completed a $4mn transfer to Boca
Juniors after running roughshod for
five years with Argentinos Juniors.
Mercury's band Queen meanwhile
had released their eighth studio
album, the synthesizer extravaganza
'The Game', and were on the 'South
America Bites the Dust' tour. The band
was a fan —in a letter to Mercury's

would his dream gift for his 60th birthday
would be? Maradona replied: “ I dream of
being able to score against England again...
this time with my right hand”. Needless to
say, he burst into laughter in typical
Maradona manner.

Ten & Tennis the Menace
“#FuerzaDiego” wrote World No. 9 Diego

Schwartzman on a camera after beating

Richard Gasquet at the Paris Masters in early

GOD, FAVE, QUEEN

biographer Leslie-Ann Jones, lead
guitarist Brian May wrote of
Maradona: "The spirit of the pursuit of
excellence lives in the man" — and
Mercury invited him on stage in front
of 300,000-strong Estadio Velez
Sarsfield .

Maradona peeled off his Argentina
number 10 jersey, swapped it for the
frontman's Flash t-shirt and
introduced 'Another One Bites the
Dust'. Backstage, he put on May's

November. The message, ‘Force Diego’ was
for his namesake.

“Everyone knows Argentina because of
Maradona. That’s why I put ‘Fuerza Diego,
because he’s struggling, he’s not healthy right
now and he had surgery last night.”

In an interview with the ATP during the
Tour Finals last week, Schwartzman, a Boca
Juniors fan - where Maradona finished his
career - claimed, “I think 98 percent of my
name is because of Maradona. Everyone

Union Jack tee and posed for photos.
Argentine press meanwhile first went
after Mercury — citing the shirt
exchange as a "demagogic act" —and
ayear later, when the photos
resurfaced during the Falklands War,
attacked Maradona. The footballer
reminded people that the pictures
had been taken a month before any
conflict began. Argentina couldn't stay
mad at their prodigal son for long

anyway.

whose name is Diego, (born) between 90’s
to 2000 is because of Maradona.”

The 1986 World Cup star’s been pho-
tographed with the Big 4 - and you couldn’t
tell who was the ‘fan.’ But Maradonaisn’t just
there for the polaroid moments.

In a packed stadium in Buenos Aires for
Argentina’s Davis Cup semi-final against
Australiain 2006, he brought football fanati-
cism to the arena - overpowering all tennis
etiquette. Dressed in his fabled number 10

national jersey, he whipped the crowd into a
frenzy, with orchestra conductor-like chants
of ‘ARGENTINA’ between points, and cele-
brating wildly by waving a shirt after win-
ning a crucial point.

Even before that tie, when news broke of
Aussie star Lleyton Hewitt hiring two body-
guards for the duration of the matches,
Maradona called for the national team to
‘ruin him.” Argentina won the tie 5-0.

A decade later in 2016, when Argentina
reached the final against Croatia in Zagreb,
he satin the VIP box, suspending the national
flag with “Aca estamos familia Maradona
(Maradona family is here)” on it. His coun-
trymen won their first Davis Cup title.

Stressed fan

Argentina faced a must-win match in
their last group game against Nigeria at the
2018 World Cup in Russia, and had their
greatest icon in attendance. The Albiceleste
had had a stuttering campaign thus far and
were coming off a thrashing at the hands of
Croatia.

Butwith Maradona in the stands, he was
bound to catch more attention than events
in the middle. He was seen praying for divine
help before kick-off and even unveiled a ban-
ner depicting himself — who else? He cele-
brated wildly when Lionel Messi opened the
scoring before falling asleep. It got tense
when the African team grabbed an equaliser,
but Maradona was at hand with a double
middle finger salute when Marcus Rojo
scored the winner in the 86th minute. By
some accounts, Maradona needed medical
treatment after the match.

Shooting at reporters

In February 1994, a bunch of reporters
landed at his home in Buenos Aires unan-
nounced. Upset, Maradona took his air rifle,
crouched behind a car and shot at them,
which led to injuries to four people. In 1998,
he received a suspended prison sentence of
two years and 10 months for the offence, ac-
cording to the BBC.

No love was lost between him and the re-
porters in the years that followed. Maradona
was on his way to Argentina’s squad an-
nouncement for the 2010 World Cup when
his car was surrounded by reporters. Unable
to keep driving, he forced his way out by re-
portedly running over the foot of a photo-
journalist. To rub salt into the injured pho-
tographer’s wounds, Maradona - as per the
Press Association - shouted: “What an
a**hole you are! How can you put your leg
there where it can get run over, man?”

GAURAV BHAT, SHAHID JUDGE,
SHASHANK NAIR, ANDREW AMSAN,
MIHIRVASAVDA, TUSHAR BHADURI

OVER THE HEDGE by Michael Fry & T Lewis

BY PETER VIDAL
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ACROSS DOWN et Wk, OUE 2
1 Soldiers ordered to hold oil 1 Creature given double support SHAR SHSTEM
installation (7) (5)
5 Hegave people the law and 2 Rage thatis inwardly right
doctors directions (5) 3)
8 Quietly go back to book for 3 Achance to offer support
earlier instance (4)
9) 4 They happen to upset Steven
9 Ahalfofbeer for Lincoln (6)
3) 5 Lackingareal foundation?
10 Becomes stiff (4) (8)
12 Start playing up after 6 Dramaticalias(5,4)
industrial action (6,2) 7 Earring found on the railway
14 Share it with Nora perhaps (7)
(6) 11 Offthe cuff, so to speak
15 Exchange of charity? (6) 9)
17 Mother has to think deeply 13 Indicate that the score is not

MARVIN by Tom Armstrong

about a perfume holder (8) quite accurate (5,3)
18 ARomanemperorinamanner 14 Putdown todo more evening

WHAT DO ¥YOU THINKE OF
THE NEW EOoE My MOM

of speaking (4) work?(7)
21 Iwrite anote and leave 16 He needs to settle
3) (6) [ A

22 Recovering, need month off
(234)

24 Exhausted writer found in the
street(5)

25 Aroll containing nothing but
chicken(7)

FUT IN ¥YOUR BOWLT

IM AM ALEEALY TINY BOWL,
IT JUST TAKES UF SFACE

AMD TC BE HOMEST,
FIsMW WaS ALREACY

Ly

19 Directa sequence
)
20 Sign put up by Verne's captain
4

23 Amphibian left without its
head(3)

Solutions Crossword 4286: Across: 1 Departed, 5 Maid, 9 Tired, 10 Imagine, 11
Missionaries, 13 Lotion, 14 Sexton, 17 Express train, 20 Inkwell, 21 Utter, 22 Garb, 23
Gradient. Down: 1 Date, 2 Persist, 3 Rediscovered, 4 Edison, 6 Alibi, 7 Dressing, 8
Parade ground, 12 Altering, 15 Thistle, 16 Ostler, 18 Poker, 19 Trot.
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ambitions. Also,
consider all the legal ins and
outs, and avoid bending the
rules. And, above all, you should
see to it that you know your
rights and that nobody can get
the better of you. That's
only fair.
TAURUS (Apr 21 - May 21)
Itis time to
capitalise on all
property and other
investments. It's
also a highly auspicious
moment for making your
feelings abundantly clear at
home, and for pursuing all
overseas or foreign contacts.
You might not succeed, at least
not now. But you will prepare
the ground for the future.
GEMINI (May 22 - June 21)
Thisisafine
moment to consider
the world, and your
placeinit, froma
more businesslike perspective.
There have been periods when
you were inclined to be a little
too rash with money, but right
now you should attempt to
balance the books. You'll thank
yourselfin the future.
CANCER (June 22 - July 23)
The profile of
personal
relationships is
being raised once
again. You may discover that
other people respond to your
feelings in unexpected ways.
You had probably even given up
hope of eliciting any support at
all. Perhaps you were asking the
wrong people.
wrestling with your
you could have acted in any

LEO (July 24 - Aug 23)
You appear to be
@ conscience, butitis
doubtful whether
other way thanyou did,
especially at home. Some kind

of a professional commitment
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LIBRA (Sept 24 - Oct 23)
better chance of
reaching agreement

substance over the next

year if you begin by giving

of the doubt. Also, you may

combine emotional openness

the greatest pleasure should
come from giving, not

SCORPIO (Oct 24 - Nov 22)
There is a great deal

@ moment, and if your
choices are based

benefit, you are bound to

convert a potential loss into a

adventures might prove costly,

soif you're going to subsidise
they're worthiit.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov 23 - Dec 22)
attention to financial
matters today. Even

could have major

consequences, a thought which
your attention on the facts.

Consider the details, for you will

your peril.

CAPRICORN (Dec 23 - Jan 20)

You stand a much
@ on matters of
other people the benefit
with financial generosity
from taking.

to play for at the
solely on what is of practical
decent profit. Romantic
someone, make sure that

You may turn your
@ minor transactions
should be sufficient to keep
ignore the small print at

You are well within

your rights to dig

your heels in,

especially when
you're dealing with all matters
of a strictly intimate
nature. Whether you will get
away with it is another
question, so you should act
only when you judge that the

Others might get
e refuse to take them
should be prepared to trust
respond as best as they can.
PISCES (Feb 20 - Mar 20)

public or creative
be thoroughly enjoyable if you
generally dominate all lively

time is right.
the wrong
into your confidence. This is
everybody, certain in the
Keep your options open at
@ Every planet in your
angle, so you should
use the chance to spread
social gatherings.

AQUARIUS (Jan 21 - Feb 19)
impression if you
one of those times when you
knowledge that they will
work, though.
chartisineithera
expect to be on display. This will
your opinions around and
]
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“Avery sad day for all Argentinians and for football.
He has left us but he isn't going anywhere because
Diegois eternal. I'll remember the lovely moments |
experienced with him and | send my condolences to
his family and friends. Rest in peace.”

LIONEL MESSI ON MARADONA

Divine feet, humane touch

Manner in which Maradona impacted people’s lives off field best explains his popularity across the world

E— lec) 1

SANDIPG
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 26

A JEWELLERY shop in Kerala is perhaps the
last place one would expect to find Diego
Maradona. But for several years, he has been
the shop’s ubiquitous face. He even visited
the state to inaugurate a branch of the jew-
ellery chain in the football-crazy northern
Kerala city of Kannur in 2012. Thousands
flocked to catch a glimpse of him, so that they
could brag that they have seen Maradona in
flesh and blood.

When he died on Wednesday, the state
declared two days of mourning. From the
chief minister to celebrities and sportsmen,
everyone was busy rattling out their best
memory of Maradona.

As if he is one of their own. As if they
owed him something. A debt of gratitude for
the football he played? Or just pure, sponta-
neous love?

It’s the transcendental charisma of
Maradona — to be deified, mourned and
loved in a part of the world so different from
his own Buenos Aires or Naples.

It's the emotional resonance Maradona
always struck with people —the power to
move even his sworn enemies or cast a spell
over his fiercest critics. A people’s champion,
he remained till his last breath.

Nothing symbolises his charisma more
than the support he coaxed from the Naples
crowd in the 1990 World Cup semifinal
against hosts Italy. Until that juncture, Italy’s
stroll through the World Cup had taken place
in front of overwhelming home support, but
the Argentina match took place in a muted,
almost respectful atmosphere.

When Argentina won on penalty kicks, a
large chunk of the 80,000 crowd were said
to be secretly happy that it was Maradona’s
team that had qualified for the final.

A few months before the World Cup, he
had made an evocative speech in Naples,
home of his then club Napoli, reminding the
fans that the mainstream Italian society had
always ignored them, and hence they were
notobliged to cheer for the country. It's hard
to imagine too many other figures in world
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Members of the Argentina fan club at Ganguly Bagan in South Kolkata pay tribute
to Diego Maradona on Thursday. Partha Paul
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football with the guts to take such a bold step,
much less pull it off.

Three years later, when he was playing a
World Cup qualifier in Sydney, the 45,000-
odd were all cheering for Maradona, so much
so that the crashing of Australia’s dream was
ringed in with thunderous applause. “The
whole of Australia really got behind football
for one of the first times because of the in-
terest in Diego Maradona,” remembered for-
mer striker Graham Arnold in an interview to
S0CCero0s.com.atl.

Winning them over with words

Years later, he landed in South Africa and
won them over with his words.

Maradona lavished praise on everything
from South African fans to the organising
committee to the city of Pretoria. He cast
himself as a defender of the host nation
against those who doubted whether it could
organise a competition like the World Cup.
“Today South Africa answers the sceptics,

‘yes, it can!" he said during an event.
Between training sessions, he squeezed in
time to visit slums and promote football. He
was left in tears when he visited a disadvan-
taged school in Pretoria. “I have received
many welcomes in my football career across
the world, but the warmth you have shown
me will make me not to forget this day in my
lifetime. With each kiss and every hug, I felt
I had a friend,” he later said.

The inherent compassion drove him to
Mexico to manage a second-division club,
Dorados de Sinaloa, in 2018, based out of the
drug-dragged city of Culiacan. He made it his
home, and later recollected his stay with
fondness. “They said I only came here for a
holiday. No, I came to get us promoted. But
my footballing commitment here is not only
about the ball. It's about people who are in
need, who've also lost many things,” he told
the press.

He departed as a hero, like he was to
Naples, Argentina, South Africa, Mexico and

well, Kerala. An unusual geographic circuit,
bound by the magnetic force Maradona was.

Friends of all kinds

He counted among his vast canvas of
friends the powerful and mighty, the reli-
gious and communists, premiers and dons,
the dark and the deluded, writers and
thinkers. He wore Fidel Castro on his calf and
Ernesto Che Guevara on his bicep, he en-
dorsed the politics of Eva Morales and Hugo
Chavez, dined with the dreaded Giulianos of
Naples mafioso and had friends in the
Camorra. He inspired Peruvian novelist and
Nobel Laureate Mario Vargas Llosa to scrib-
ble beautiful essays on him. “He was one of
those living deities that men created to be
able to worship in them. To admire such a
champion is to admire poetry, abstract art,
without any rational content”, he once wrote.

Maradona met two Popes. After meeting
the first, Pope John Paul II, he told the press:
“I' was in the Vatican and I saw all these
golden ceilings and afterwards [ heard the
Pope say the Church was worried about the
welfare of poor kids. Sell your ceiling then,
amigo, do something!”

To the next, the Argentine Pope Francis,
he expressed gratitude for his reconversion
to the Catholic faith in 2016. Maradona trav-
elled to Rome several times to take part in
several benefit games called ‘Matches for
Peace’ whose proceeds went to a papal char-
ity for education in developing countries and
for victims of the 2016 earthquake in central
Italy. At the same time, he defended Gaza,
even saying: “In my heart, I'm Palestinian.”
There were rumours that he would coach
their football team.

It's this gift of personal affinity that one
could strike with Maradona that distin-
guished him from other footballing giants.
Whereas Maradona is not alone in foot-
balling genius — the debate whether he was
the best or not will rage on for ages — he was
alone in the personal resonance he struck
with the masses. Beitin Pretoria or Palestine,
Naples or Kannur, Mexico or Buenos Aires,
Sydney or Riyadh.

He was the hero they loved, and a hero
that seemed to love them back.

IND IN AUS: SERIES OPENER

Lack of clarity on Rohit
injury... playing the
waiting game: Kohli

VISHALMENON
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 26

VIRAT KOHLI didn’t hide his disapproval at
the Rohit Sharma’s injury saga, saying that
“confusion and lack of clarity” has led to the
Indian team playing a “waiting game” on his
availability for the series in Australia.

Kohli was forthright in stating that Rohit
and Ishant Sharma should have travelled
with the Indian team to Australia after IPL,
like Wriddhiman Saha did and continued
their rehab with the team. Currently, Rohit
is nursing a hamstring injury and Ishant
Sharma has an abdominal tear. They are
completing their rehab at the National
Cricket Academy (NCA) in Bengaluru. Even
if they fly to Australia eventually they will
have to undergo a 14-day quarantine.

Despite his hamstring injury during the
IPL, the selectors retained Saha in the Test
squad after they received the nod from the
BCCI medical team. There was no such clar-
ity in case of Rohit though.

“Before the selection meeting in Dubai,
we got a mail stating that he is unavailable
and that he has picked up an injury during
theIPL.It said that the pros and cons of the in-
jury were explained to him and he under-
stood and he was unavailable,” Kohli added,

"After that he played in the IPLand we all
thought he would be on that flight to
Australia and we had no information on why
he is not travelling with us. There has been
no information, there has been alack of clar-
ity. We have been playing the waiting game,”
Kohli said in a virtual press conference on the
eve of Team India's 3-match ODI series
opener against Australia in Sydney.

Kohli compared the Rohit scenario with
Saha. “Saha had aninjury during IPLand has
been doing his rehab with the team. We are
aware of his progress and he is on the right
path to make sure he is fit and available in
time to play the Test series; same would have

“After that he played in the IPL and
we all thought he would be on that
flight to Australia and we had no
information on why he is not
travelling with us.”

VIRAT KOHLI

been the case with Rohit and Ishant. It would
have given them a chance to get themselves
fitand be available before the start of the Test
series,” Kohli said.

Rohit had picked up an injury on October
18. Consequently, Rohit was not selected for
any of the squads for the Australia tour.
Curiously, after BCCI president, Sourav
Ganguly had cautioned Rohit against focus-
ing on the short term at the expense of his
career, he walked out for toss in a seemingly
inconsequential league encounter.

As things stand, the NCA has informed the
team management in Australia that Rohit's
condition would be assessed on December
11. Kohli is clearly not impressed. “And after
that the only other information officially we
have received on mail is that he is in the NCA
and he's been assessed and he'll be further
assessed on December 11. So from the time
that the selection meeting happened to the
IPL finishing now, when this email came
about his assessment at the NCA, there has
been no information,” he explained.

1st ODI: Live on Sony Network: 9:10 am
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