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The lockdown to contain the coronavirus outbreak has

disrupted supply chains. One crucial chain is delivery of
information and insight — news and analysis that is fair and
accurate and reliably reported from across a
nation in quarantine.
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A paraveterinary worker
with a 3-litre container of
‘semen straws’. Express file

In search of
vaccine cold
chain, some
clues from

dairy sector

PARTHASARATHI
BISWAS
PUNE,NOVEMBER 24

AMID CONCERNS that a Covid-
19 vaccine would require an effi-
cient, countrywide cold chainin-
frastructure, the dairy industry
could offer some answers to pol-
icymakers and public health
professionals.
The industry records almost
8 crore artificial inseminations
across the country annually. The
process involves collection of se-
men from elite bulls in 56 bull
stations, which is frozen in vials
or ‘straws’,and transported in liq-
uid nitrogen containers (at mi-
nus 196 degrees Celsius) to dairy
farmers across the country.
“The most crucial aspect of
the artificial insemination cold
chain is its reliability (ensuring
viability of the sperms from the
point of semen extraction toin-
semination into a female
bovine)and reach (to the distant
interiors). I am sure this can be
of some relevance to the na-
tional rollout of the Covid vac-
cine,” said Rajiv Mitra, CEO of
Prabhat Dairy based in
Ahmednagar, Maharashtra,
which is part of the French
Lactalis Group and does roughly
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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CALLS FOR STEPPING UP TESTING TO CHECK TRANSMISSION

PM to states: start planning for vaccine
rollout, maintain fatallty rate below 1%

Says will work as a team on vaccine,
‘rampant carelessness’ behind surge

KAUNAIN SHERIFFM
& KRISHN KAUSHIK
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 24

ASTHE race to find an efficacious
vaccine against Covid-19 picks
up, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi urged states Tuesday to
build decentralised mecha-
nisms, down to the block level,
in the form of task forces for
smooth administration of the
vaccine, expected to take place
early next year.

Interacting with Chief
Ministers via videoconference,
the Prime Minister, while under-
lining that there is no decision
yet on which vaccine will be fi-
nalised and when, repeatedly
emphasised the key role that
states will play in vaccine admin-
istration. He urged states to pro-
vide individual plans for a final
blueprint of the country’s largest
immunisation drive.

Cautioning against laxity in
the fight against the virus and at-
tributing the recent surge in pos-
itive cases to “widespread care-
lessness”, Modi told Chief
Ministers to work towards bring-
ing the positivity rate under 5 per

WHAT STATES SAID

M In touch with Serum,
have task force for
vaccine: Maharashtra

W Will work with Centre,
all stakeholders: Bengal
M Vaccine must in view
of Kumbh: Uttarakhand
M Readying logistics for
mass vaccination: UP
PAGE7

Random testing on Tuesday evening of those entering Ghaziabad from Delhi. Prem Nath Pandey

cent and the fatality rate under
1 per cent.

“A few days ago, the Centre
hadrequested states that a steer-
ing committee be constituted at
the statelevel (on vaccine admin-
istration) and a task force formed
at the district level. I suggest that
this be done at the block level. We
have todo this as fastas possible;
we have to delegate this to one
person to ensure that there are
regular meetings, training, mon-
itoring and online training.
Besides, being engaged in fight-
ing the pandemic onadaily basis,
we have to parallelly establish this

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Delhi asks PM for 1,000 ICU beds, says
schools may be shut till there is vaccine

MALLICA JOSHI
& ASTHASAXENA
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 24

DESCRIBING THE uptick in
Delhi’s mortality rate as "a mat-
ter of concern", Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal asked Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
Tuesday to reserve 1,000 ICU
beds in Centre-run hospitals,
such as AIIMS and Safdarjung, to

BEHIND DEATH SPIKE,
LATE ADMISSIONS,
NO ICU BEDS
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tide over a shortage. And given
the surge in Covid cases, Deputy
Chief Minister Manish Sisodia
said schools are likely to remain
shut till a vaccine is available.
At present, 88 per cent of

ICU beds with ventilators and
73 per cent of all ICU beds with-
out ventilators are occupied,
straining the capital’s health-
care system and leading to de-
lays in critical care.

Besides, the city has recorded
2,110 deaths in November so far,
and is set to overtake the 2,330
deaths recorded in June when
the fist surge was seen. On
Tuesday, Delhi recorded 6,224

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

UP clears ‘love jihad’ law: 10-year jail,
cancelling marriage if for conversion

MAULSHREE SETH
LUCKNOW,NOVEMBER 24

THE UTTAR Pradesh Cabinet on
Tuesday cleared a draft ordi-
nance to check “unlawful reli-
gious conversions” and “inter-
faith marriages with the sole
intention of changing a girl's re-
ligion”, with provision for jail
term of up to 10 years.
According to the “Uttar
Pradesh Vidhi Virudh Dharma
Samparivartan  Pratishedh
Adyadesh 2020” (prohibition of
unlawful religious conversion),

Abdullahs infringed
on land for offices,
house: J&K probe

DEEPTIMANTIWARY
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 24

THE J&K administration on
Tuesday claimed that National
Conference (NC)leaders and for-
mer chief ministers Farooq and
Omar Abdullah are among en-
croachers of state land, saying
their residence in Jammu was
built on illegally occupied land.
The administration also in-
cluded Farooq Abdullah’s sister
Suraiya Matto, NC offices in
Jammu and Srinagar, and a Trust
once owned by the Congress in
its fresh list of illegal beneficiar-
ies of the Roshni Act.
According to investigations

Claims false,
malicious:
NC defends
Farooq

VOTE FOR PAGD TO
RESTORE IDENTITY:
FAROOQ PAGE 6

carried out by the UT adminis-
tration, in 1998, the Abdullahs al-
legedly bought three kanals
from different land owners in
village Sunjwan in Jammu’s
Bahu tehsil to build their

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Collective, volunteers:
in Kerala local polls, no
politics is new pohtlcs

PAGE1
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SHAJU PHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
NOVEMBER 24

ASOCIETY registered by former
AAP volunteers; a group of pro-
fessionals, businessmen and res-
idents’ associations backed by
retired bureaucrats; a coastal
collective based on a successful
corporate model; a group of vot-
ers united by water scarcity.
Across Kerala, a state that is
sharply divided along party lines,

Volunteers for V4Kochi in
Kochi. v4Kochi Facebook

apolitical is the new political —
atleast at the grassroots level.
From state capital Thiru-
vananthapuram to commercial
hub Kochi, unconventional
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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a marriage will be declared
“shunya” (null and void) if the
“sole intention” was to “change a
girl’s religion”.

“Those getting the conver-
sion done in violation of the pro-
visions of the proposed law
would have to face jail term of up
to 10 years,” said a government
statement. If it is found that the
conversion is done “forcibly,
through atrocity or cheating”,
the offence will be non-bailable.

“The Cabinet has taken a big
decision... it was necessary for
maintaining normal law and

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

To stem fraud, Centre
sends list of dos, don’ts

ABHISHEK ANGAD
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 24

PREPARE A list of doubtful or
suspicious institutions and ap-
plications, use fraud detection
software, conduct random
checks and audits by an inde-
pendent authority, use more in-
dicators to identify schools on
the National Scholarship Portal
(NSP), include more application
data on the portal.

Taking note of an investiga-
tion by The Indian Express on
how a nexus of middlemen,

THE —

SCHOLARSHIP
- ScaM —-

school staff and district officials
were illegally diverting pre-
Matric scholarships for poor mi-
nority students, these are the five
key preventive measures listed
by the Ministry of Minority
Affairs to be implemented “im-
mediately for securing the
process” for the academic year
2020-21.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Alibaba, dating apps
among 43 more
with China links
banned by Govt

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 24

CITING “SOVEREIGNTY and in-
tegrity of India”, the Centre on
Tuesday banned 43 mobile apps
with Chinese links, a move that
follows the ban on 177 apps over
two rounds in June and
September this year.

The latest exercise, which
comes amid India-China tension
at the border, saw the ban of on-
demand courier service
Lalamove India, in addition to
Alibaba Group’s online retail
service AliExpress. Various other
apps related to the Alibaba
Group and at least 15 dating apps
have also been banned.

“Ministry of Electronics and
Information Technology,
Government of India, today is-
sued an order under Section 69A
of the Information Technology

Reflects
border
@ tension

EXPLAINED

WITH THE latest order,
India has banned a total
of 220 mobile apps with
Chinese links since June.
The decision, which was
also partially echoed by
the US in its banning of
popular video app
TikTok, follows the
standoff between India
and China at the Line of
Actual Control.

Actblocking access to 43 mobile
apps. This action was taken
based on the inputs regarding
these apps for engaging in activ-
ities which are prejudicial to

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

ED raids on Sena MLA
who moved privilege
motion against Arnab

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, NOVEMBER 24

THE ENFORCEMENT Directorate
(ED) on Tuesday conducted
searches at 10 places in Thane
and Mumbai, including the res-
idences and offices of Shiv Sena
MLA Pratap Sarnaik and his sons,
in connection with an alleged
money laundering case.
Sarnaik, a three-time Shiv
Sena MLA from Thane, had initi-
ated a breach of privilege motion
against Republic TV Editor Arnab
Goswami for his remarks against
Maharashtra Chief Minister
Uddhav Thackeray and other
ministers of the Maharashtra
Vikas Aghadi (MVA) govern-
ment. He was also one of the first
politicians in the state to seek a
re-investigation into the Anvay
Naik suicide case, for which
Goswami was subsequently ar-

ED taking Sarnaik’s son for
questioning. Deepak Joshi

rested by the Raigad Police.
While the probe agency did
notdisclose details of the alleged
money laundering case, it said
searches were conducted on the
promoters of Topsgrup, a secu-
rity firm founded by Rahul
Nanda, and "related members,
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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A‘PINK BLOOM’ PHENOMENON IS DRAWING TOURISTS TO THIS KERALA VILLAGE

Spread overavast areain Kozhikode's Avala Pandi near Perambra, this pink flowering plant, which belongs to
the family of Cabomba furcata, has attracted widespread interests among social media users.

VIDEO

GLIMPSE OF TEAM
INDIA’S NEW JERSEY
Jersey’s similarity to the
1992 World Cup jersey
pointed out by fans.
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FINANCE COMMISSION
CHAIRMAN NK SINGH

On Express Adda, Singh
shares his assessment
of Indian civil service

EXPRESS

Why one vaccine

candidateis

particularly important

for India

NEW EPISODE EVERYDAY

In today's episode we’re looking at why the
Oxford-AstraZenaca vaccine candidate is of
particular importance to India.
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ED raids

including some politicians".

The agency later detained
Sarnaik’s son, Vihang Sarnaik.

The ED case against Nanda
and Sarnaik is based on an FIR
registered by the Mumbai Police
after amagistrate court directed
ittodo so, based on a complaint
filed by two senior employees of
Topsgrup, whose services were
terminated by the company on
October 10 for alleged embez-
zlement of funds.

The two former employees
have alleged that Nanda di-
verted money to an offshore
trust and also alleged irregular-
ities by Topsgrup in the acquisi-
tion of a firm in the UK in 2007.
The complaint has also alleged
that Nanda had a business rela-
tionship with Sarnaik.

Nanda told The Indian Express
that Topsgrup filed an FIR in
September against the two em-
ployees for siphoning funds
from the company. "I settled in
London 14 years ago and
Topsgrup in India is being man-
aged by professionals.lamjusta
shareholder. In 2019, I got to
know that the company is de-
faulting on payments. The board
initiated a forensic audit which
showed money had been em-
bezzled by the chief executive
officer, Ramesh Iyer, and
Director, Finance, Amar Panghal.
Their employment was termi-
nated. Now they have filed a
complaint with the ED.”

Nanda denied business deal-
ings with Sarnaik. "I have known
Pratap Sarnaik for 25 years and
he has notinvested evenarupee
in my company,” said Nanda.

The complaint has alleged
foreign exchange violations in
the acquisition of UK-based The
Shield Guarding Co Ltd for Rs
140 crore by Topsgrup in 2007.
The UK firm filed for bankruptcy
in 2016. The complaint has also
alleged that Nanda diverted
money to a Mauritius trust that
allegedly has a close relationship
with Sarnaik.

Nanda has informed the ED
that the Mauritius trust was cre-
ated as per laws after consulting
top law firms Khaitan & Co and
Nishith Desai & Associates for
transferring 66 per cent shares
of Topsgrup. "No funds were
ever transferred to the Trust. We
had opened a bank account in
Mauritius but this account was
never used," said Nanda.

Leaders of the Maharashtra
Vikas Aghadi hit out at the BJP
and the Centre over the ED raids.

“The Centre is using govern-
ment agencies against its politi-
cal opponents,” NCP Chief
Sharad Pawar said. Shiv Sena MP
and party's spokesperson Sanjay
Raut called the raids political
vendetta.

OnTuesday evening, Sarnaik
met Raut at the Saamana office.
“We are unaware of the ED in-
vestigation and are gathering in-
formation,” Sarnaik told media-
persons after the meeting.

Abdullahs

residence. However, instead of
taking possession of the three
kanals of private land, they al-
legedly encroached on more
than seven kanals of a nearby
prime state and forest land.

“The market value of the en-
croached land is around Rs. 10
crore going by prevalent land
valuation,” a J&K official said.

Their names are part of a list
of encroached land “other than
Roshni”, where the land is
“physically encroached but not
shown in revenue records”. The
list of “encroachers” also has
names of businessman Mushtaq
Chaya and Ashfaq Mir, who has
beenidentified as the son of J&K
High Court judge Justice (retd)
Ali Mohammed Mir.

Denying the allegations, the
National Conference on Tuesday
said, "The news attributed to
sources that Dr Farooq Abdullah
isabeneficiary of the Roshni Act
is completely false and is being

spread with malicious intent. Dr
Farooq Abdullah has not availed
of the Roshni scheme for either
his residence in Srinagar or in
Jammu and anyone who says
otherwise is lying."

In the list of alleged illegal
beneficiaries of the Roshni Act
are the twin offices of the NCin
Jammu and Kashmir. According
to the list, Sher-e-Kashmir
Bhawan of the NCin Jammu had
3 kanal and 16 marla of land,
which was regularised under
the Act. Similarly, in Srinagar, the
party got 3 kanal and 16 marla of
land in the name of Nawai-
Subah Trust.

The names are part of alist of
close to 2,000 beneficiaries of
the J&K State Lands (Vesting of
Ownership to the Occupants)
Act 2001- commonly known as
the Roshni Act -- and other en-
croachers of state and forest
land, published by the UT ad-
ministration. Under the Act, un-
due concessions were allegedly
given for regularisation of land
conversion at rates far below
those stipulated and the cut-off
year kept getting shifted.

Sofar, 167 names in Kashmir
and 1,781 names in Jammu have
been published by the adminis-
tration. Sources said more lists
may be published in due course
to abide by the directions of the
J&K High Court, which had
called the Act “unconstitutional”
in October this year, ordering a
CBI enquiry and asking the UT
administration to publish names
of all encroachers.

Among the alleged illegal
beneficiaries of the Act is
Farooq’s sister Suraiya Mattoo.
For the regularisation of 3 kanals
and 12 marla of land, Mattoo
was supposed to pay Rs 1 crore.
The same has not been paid yet,
according to the administration.

Also in the list of beneficiar-
ies is Khidmat Trust at Jhelum
Bund in Srinagar. The Trust,
which also runs the Khidmet
Press and a commercial build-
ing, was given seven kanals and
15 marlas of land under the
Roshni Act in Srinagar.

The Khidmat Trust was es-
tablished in September 1992 by
the Congress with former state
party chief Ghulam Rasool Kar
asits first managing trustee. The
trustees included Congress lead-
ers Ghulam Nabi Azad, M L
Fotedar and Mangat Ram
Sharma. In 2015, Kar transferred
the Trust to his family members.

The Roshni Act proposed
that ownership rights be given
to persons holding state land
unauthorisedly till the cut-off
year of 1990, on payment equiv-
alent to the market rate prevail-
ing that year, as “eviction of
these lands is very difficult, if not
impossible”.

The objective of the Act was
toraise resources for harnessing
the hydro-electricity potential of
the state. While the government
had expected to realise over Rs
25,000 crore as regularisation
fees, a CAG report in 2014 noted
that only Rs 76 crore had been
realised in 2007-13.

Investigations have revealed
irregularities such as underval-
uation of land, vesting of own-
ership without any payment to
the state, and regularisation of
prohibited encroachments such
as those on forest lands.

On October 9, the High Court
passed an order, calling for a CBI
inquiry and cancelling all allot-
ments "ab initio (from the begin-
ning)". The court also declared
the Roshni Act “unconstitu-
tional, contrary to law and un-
sustainable”,and ordered the UT
administration to recover all
land given away under it.

Chinese apps

sovereignty and integrity of
India, defence of India, security
of state and public order.
Ministry of Electronics and
Information Technology has is-
sued the order for blocking the
access of these apps by users in
India based on the comprehen-

mechanism.”

“I request that you send a
detailed plan soon on the vac-
cine front, and last-mile deliv-
ery. This will help us make deci-
sions. The experience of states
(on vaccine administration) is
of utmostimportance. Because
everything moves from the
state level. You have to proac-
tively participate,” he said.

He assured states that they
would be consulted on the dis-
tribution of the vaccine onceitis
available. The “campaign for
vaccine for every citizenis ana-
tional commitment” and “such
a large-scale vaccination cam-
paign should be smooth, sys-
tematic and sustainable as it
will go on for along time”.

He said states should exam-
ine cold storage requirements,
and possibilities of augmenting
them. “States should start work-
ing on additional cold storage
requirements and look where
all new cold storage is possible.
Directions have already been
given by the Centre, but we
have to be ready to implement
it. We will ensure additional
supplies. The detailed plan will
be finalised and shared with
states soon. Both state and cen-
tral teams are having a dia-
logue,” he said.

Toqueries from states on the

1 lakhartificial inseminationsin
ayear.

Since the sperms lose their
viability at normal room tem-
peratures within 15 minutes of
collection, about 5 ml of semen
is first diluted to fill up to 250
'straws', each containing 0.25-
0.5 ml solution. These 'straws'
are then sealed, with details of
the donor bull, date of collection
etc printed on them, and frozen
byimmersingin liquid nitrogen
containers.

The containers - typically
about 35 litres or48 litres capac-
ity — are then transported from
the bull stations to different
parts of the country.

“Liquid nitrogen is the most
importantingredientin our cold

pricing of different vaccines, the
Prime Minister said pricing is
still unknown. “You are well
aware of the development of
vaccines being reported inter-
nationally. We almost reached
the final stages of the develop-
ment of avaccine. We are keep-
ing a watch on these develop-
ments. We are in touch with
everyone. There is still no deci-
sion on the number of doses;
there is still no decision on the
price of each of these vaccine
candidates. We still don't have
an answer to these questions,”
he said.

“There is competition
among vaccine manufacturers.
Different countries also have
diplomatic interests. We also
have to wait for the WHO. We
have created a mechanism to
have real-time engagement
with global regulators, govern-
ments of other countries and
multinational companies,” he
said.

“For us, safety is as necessary
as speed. Whatever vaccine
India will administer to its citi-
zens, it will be a proven one, on
all scientific parameters,” he
said.

The Prime Minister also re-
quested states to examine the
ground situation on the rise in
infectionrateinadecentralised

chain. It ensures that the frozen
straws are maintained at the re-
quired temperature even sec-
onds before being used to in-
seminate the female animal,”
said Ashok Pande, Group Vice
President (Scientific Research
and Livestock Development) at
BAIF Development Research
Foundation.

With 300 active bulls at its
two stations at Urulikanchanin
Pune district and Dharouli in
Jind (Haryana), BAIF produces
around 45 lakh 'semen straws'
everyyear. That makesitIndia’s
second largest after the National
Dairy Development Board,
which manages four stations at
Bidaj (Gujarat), Salon (Uttar
Pradesh), Alamadhi (Tamil

PM to states: Start planning for vaccine rollout

manner.

“Instead of discussing the
national picture, we have to
start discussing it in a localised
manner; by this, we will be able
to address the problem faster.
The proportion of the RT-PCR
tests have to increase. We have
to monitor home-isolated pa-
tients in a better manner. Any
complacency shown in home
isolation can result in a patient
arriving in a hospital in severe
condition. In such circum-
stances, we cannot save lives,”
he said.

He urged states to ensure
oxygen supply at the village
level. “At the village level, the
primary and community health
centres have to be better
equipped. Oxygen supplyinthe
vicinity of these villages should
be ensured. Our aim should be
bringing down the fatality rate
under 1 per cent. We have to
minutely examine the reason
for every death from the smaller
towns. That should be the level
of focus. Only then we will be
able to control the situation,” he
said.

“Those who are working on
the development of a vaccine
are doing that; however, we
have to focus on containment
of the infection. We cannot be
complacent... The trend in some

In search of vaccine cold chain, some clues

Nadu) and Rahuri
(Maharashtra) that together
supply about 380 lakh 'straws'
annually.

The artificial insemination is
carried out by paraveterinary
workers, who transfer the 'se-
men straws' into 3-litre contain-
ers, thus ensuring easy portabil-
ity to the interiors.

“The 3-litre container
(which has about 720 straws) s
the real reason for the success of
India’s artificial insemination
and cross-breeding programme.
Our paravets can carry these
containers on two-wheelers,
and reach remote villages,” said
Pande.

Before insemination, the
paraveterinary workers thaw

of our states is worrisome.
Authorities have to be extra cau-
tious and put more effort in
stopping the transmission of
the virus,” he said.

He said that in many coun-
tries, and in “some states of
India”, there is a recent trend of
cases increasing and this is
“concerning” and “all of us have
to be more aware and alert”.

“To control the transmis-
sion, we have to increase the
pace of our efforts like testing,
confirmation, contact tracing,
and data. We have to give them
utmost priority. We have to
bring the positivity rate under 5
percent.”

Atthe moment, the country;,
he said, is going through the
fourth phase of the pandemic.
Inthe first phase, there was fear,
“everyone was panicking due to
the pandemic and everyone
was reacting”.

In the second phase, “fear
got mixed with doubts about
other people, it created an en-
vironment of hatred”. People
feared they would be cut-off if
they tested positive, and “a lot
of people started hiding theirin-
fection”. The fear, he said, dissi-
pated in the third phase and
things began to stabilize. But it
alsoled to the current situation
after people became lax, he said.

the frozen semen by using spe-
cially-made artificial insemina-
tionguns.

The coolant used - liquid ni-
trogen sourced from chemical
fertiliser units or liquid oxygen
plants which produceitasaby-
product - and machines for fill-
ingitinto straws are established
technologies for dairy farmers.

“Each time the container is
opened, liquid nitrogen escapes.
We maintain a reserve stock of
liquid nitrogen at our centres,
fromwhereitcanberefilled. The
processisn’'t very complicated,”
said Mitra.

That lack of complication
may be of some assurancein the
search forviable cold storage so-
lutions for a Covid-19 vaccine.

sive reports received from Indian
Cyber Crime Coordination
Center, Ministry of Home
Affairs,” the government said in
astatement.

Lalamove, which entered
India in 2019, has been opera-
tional in cities such as
Ahmedabad, Bengaluru,
Chennai, Hyderabad, Mumbai,
Pune and Gurugram. The com-
pany was severely hit by the
Covid-19lockdown, given thata
large chunk of its user base in
India was medium and small
businesses.

AliExpress, which is the re-
tail service of Alibaba, had come
under the scanner of the Indian
government earlier this year
along with other Chinese e-
commerce companies, for al-
legedly evading Customs duties
and GST payments by showing
purchases made in India as
“gifts”.

Tuesday's exercise also saw
the ban of several utility apps
such as CamCard - Business Card
Reader, video streaming apps
like WeTV, MangoTV, Taobao
Live, and mobile games such as
HappyFish, Heroes Evolved and
Congquista Online II. The previ-
ous rounds of app bans saw the
government pulling the plugon
several apps with high user
bases such as TikTok, PUBG
Mobile, WeChat, Sharelt,
UCBrowser, CamScanner, Club
Factory, Shein etc.

To stem fraud

The measures were listed in
a letter dated November 18,

signed by Aditya S Singh, Under
Secretary, and sent to principal
secretaries and secretaries of all
states and Union Territories.

Referring to the findings of
The Indian Express investiga-
tion, the letter states: “The report
details instances as well as
modus operandi adopted by un-
scrupulous elements in collu-
sion with some school authori-
ties, possibly related officials and
the bank correspondents, to de-
fraud the beneficiaries under
Pre-Matric Scholarship Scheme
of Ministry of Minority Affairs.”

It asks states to "thoroughly
investigate the matter and fur-
nish a report to this Ministry”
and says that “further longer
term measures are also pro-
posed to be taken in due course”.

As part of its investigation,
The Indian Express matched en-
tries on the NSP with benefici-
ary bank accounts in the Public
Finance Management System
(PFMS)to find cases of the schol-
arship being illegally diverted in
Jharkhand and Bihar. It found
that the scam roped in schools
from Punjab and Assam as well.

The Ministry's list aims to ad-
dress these loopholes. The five
key measures it suggests are:

M Provide additional dataon
NSP: At present, the letter states,
the NSP uses only one indicator
toidentify a school -- the Unified
District Information System for
Education (U-DISE) code. “It is
proposed that U-DISE data on
other specific indicators pertain-
ing to a school like total enroll-
ment, class wise strength, gen-

der wise enrollment of students,
strength of minority studentsin
the school, etc., may be shared
with the NSP,” the letter states.

W List institutions from
where doubtful applications
have been received: The letter
states that district and state
nodal officers “will conduct
mandatory physical verification
of such institutions and furnish
a declaration of having done so
on the portal”. It adds that
“about 2%” of verified scholar-
ship applications should be se-
lected by the state officer “for
random check/third party au-
dit”.

M Use fraud detection soft-
ware: “The doubtful/suspicious
applications identified by the
NSP portal through ‘Fraud
Detection Software’ will also be
resent for reverification to the
states,” the letter states. It adds
that all such applications must
be reverified by the state officer
“with the hardcopy of the appli-
cation and supporting docu-
ments” obtained from the insti-
tute's nodal officer.

M Recheck verified applica-
tions: All applications already
verified “as on date” should be
sent for re-verification and
crosscheck with school records.
“Further, the NSP will also pro-
vide data on scholarship appli-
cations verified by the school
this year, previous year. This will
alert the INO (Institute Nodal
Officer) in case there is an un-
usual spike in the number of ap-
plications,” the letter says.

Besides, schools will main-

tain year-wise hard copies of
certified lists of applicants and
retain them for upto five years.
These documents will be
checked by nodal officers “phys-
ically on random basis”.

W Verify nodal officers: The
letter also asks for reverification
of all district nodal officers who
will ensure through the head of
the school that the institute's
nodal officers are
“permanent/regular employ-
ees” and that they have not
shared their User-ID and pass-
word with any other person.

The letter states that “in case
of any incidence of fraud, the
state is duty bound to thor-
oughly investigate the matter
and ensure initiation of penal ac-
tion against the culprits”.

Under the pre-Matric
scheme, poor minority students
from Class 1 to 5 receive Rs 1,000
per year, and students of Class 6
to 10 receive Rs 5,700 a year if
they are day scholars or Rs
10,700 if they are in a hostel.
Most of the corruptionis related
to these last two categories.

Kerala elections

non-political movements have
fielded candidates for the local
body elections to be held on
December 8, 12 and 14. All of
them depend on crowdfunding
and hope to claim the electoral
space available at a micro local
level, where familiarity and ac-
cessibility matter the most.
“This is anew trend in Kerala.
People have realised that tradi-
tional political parties cannot be

New Delhi

actively involved in local issues.
Local issues demand people
who are accessible and familiar
to the common man,” says Prof
G Gopakumar, political scientist
and former Vice Chancellor of
Central University of Kerala.

For instance, V4Kochi, which
is registered as a society, has
fielded candidates in all 74 divi-
sions of the Kochi Municipal
Corporation. Most of its leaders
are young, and many have been
AAP volunteers.

“Traditional parties have
grown irrelevant and obsolete.
We want to eradicate them from
local developmental politics and
take democracy directly to peo-
ple. We are advocating for trans-
parency in governance and
eradication of corruption,” says
Nipun Cherian, V4Kochi cam-
paign controller.

“V4Kochi is mobilising re-
sources via crowdfunding
through banks. There will be
complete transparency in work-
ing. People are looking for an al-
ternative to CPM, Congress and
BJP. We are evolving as a political
outfit of the 21st Century,” says
Cherian, 34, who is an engineer
and entrepreneur.

Kerala has experimented
with one such model before,
when candidates put up by
Kerala-based KITEX Group’s cor-
porate social responsibility wing
Twenty20 won the local body
polls in Kizhakkambalam pan-
chayat on the outskirts of Kochi
in 2015. This time, Twenty20 is
gearing up to contest in four
more village panchayats.

“When Twenty20 took
charge in 2015, the panchayat
was in debt of Rs 39 lakh. After
five years, the panchayat has a
surplus of Rs 13.57 crore. We
have improved efficiency in
functioning. There is zero cor-
ruption and we provide provi-
sions at 50 to 70 per cent sub-
sidised rate,” says Sabu Jacob,
KITEX managing director and
chief co-ordinator of Twenty?20.

Twenty20's success has
spawned several similar mod-
els. At Chellanam, a coastal vil-
lage panchayat in Ernakulam
district, a group of voters has
floated a separate "20-20" and
hopes to address the perennial
localissue of coastal erosion that
displaces several families every
monsoon.

“This movement began a few
months ago. We are contesting
inall wards as a mark of protest
against all political parties that
have neglected the develop-
ment of this village. We have
formed groups in all wards and
picked candidates. Most of our
members are youngsters who
are looking for a change,” says
Pavizham Biju, a businessman
who is one of those behind the
movement.

In Kottayam municipality,
there is another 20-20 contest-
ing in five out of 50 wards. At
Vadakarapathy panchayat in
Palakkad, alocal movement that
emerged from a people’s protest
against water scarcity is contest-
ing 10 out of 17 wards. At Kottur
panchayat in Kozhikode, those
whoresisted a proposed mining
project are now in the electoral
fray.

In the state capital, noted
technocrat and former state
planning board Dr G
Vijayaraghavan s one of the pro-
moters of Thiruvananthapuram
Vikasana Munnettam (TVM).
With “development” as its main
poll plank, TVM is contesting in
14 of 100 divisions of the
Thiruvananthapuram Municipal
Corporation.

“Political parties do very little
for the overall development of a
city. In Thiruvananthapuram, is-
sues of the middle class are neg-
lected. A lot of people in the city
do not vote during elections due
to their disillusionment with
politicians and the system. We
would like to see such segments
vote for our candidates,” says
TVM spokesperson S N
Raghuchandran Nair, who is

managing director of SI
Properties Kerala Pvt Ltd.

‘Love jihad’ law
order in the state and to ensure
justice for women, especially
those from the Scheduled Castes
and Scheduled Tribes,” said
Uttar Pradesh Cabinet Minister
Sidharth Nath Singh, whois also
the government spokesperson.

“More than 100 cases of
forcible conversions have come
to light. The way in which reli-
gious conversions are done us-
ing deceit, lies, force and dishon-
esty is heart wrenching, and it
was necessary to have a law in
this regard,” he said.

Singh said the proposed law
has provision forjail term of 1 to
5 years, and a minimum fine of
Rs 15,000. However, in case the
woman is from the Scheduled
Caste or Scheduled Tribe or a mi-
nor, the person can be jailed for
3 to 10 years, with a minimum
fine of Rs 25,000.

In case of mass conversions
done forcibly or through cheat-
ing, the jail term would range
from 3 to 10 years, with a mini-
mum fine of Rs 50,000.

“If someone wants to convert
their religion after marriage, an
application will have to be sub-
mitted to the district magistrate
two months in advance. The
conversion can take place if per-
mission is granted,” said Singh.

Last year, the UP State Law
Commission had submitted a
report on the subject to Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath, along
with a draft ‘Uttar Pradesh
Freedom of Religion Act, 2019,
proposing that “conversion
done for sole purpose of mar-
riage be declared null and void”.

The BJP-ruled states of
Haryana and Madhya Pradesh
have also sought to bring a law
to check what they say is “love
jihad”. Last week, at least five
Opposition-ruled states con-
demned the move as an en-
croachment on personal liberty,
and an attempt to create a com-
munal divide in the country.

Delhi asks PM

cases and 109 deaths, with the
10-day mortality rate rising from
0.83 per cent at the beginning of
the month to 1.89 per cent.

“The Delhi government in-
creased sample collection in
September to 60,000 per day.
The third wave of corona is still
going onin Delhiand it has seen
the peak...with 8,600 positive
cases. The rising mortality rate
is a matter of concern. We hope
that the mortality rate will also
reduce along with the declining
positivity ratio in the coming
days,” Kejriwal told the Prime
Minister during the meeting
with chief ministers, according
to a statement issued by the
Delhi government.

Later, speaking to The Indian
Express, Sisodia said: “At present,
itis an endless wait. We are not
certain if we can even think of
reopening schools before a vac-
cine (is available).”

Schools in the city have been
shut since March 16. While they
have reopened in other states,
such as Haryana and
Maharashtra, Delhi has resisted
the move. Feedback sought from
parents, officials said, has made
it clear that they are not ready
for children to return amid the
pandemic.

Meanwhile, Delhi Health
Minister Satyendar Jain said the
overall mortality rate of 1.6 per
cent was better than that in
other cities such as Ahmedabad
(4.2), Ludhiana (4), Mumbai
(3.9) and Amritsar (3.8).

Doctors in Delhi have
pointed towards late hospital
admissions and fast-filling ICU
beds as reasons for the increase
in the number of deaths.

Kejriwal also said that pollu-
tion from stubble-burning in
neighbouring states was a “sig-
nificant contributor” in making
the third Covid wave more “dan-
gerous”.
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Man held
for duping
bank of

Rs 24 crore

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 24

A 46-YEAR-OLD man was ar-
rested for allegedly duping abank
of Rs.24 crore by selling the stocks
of his company which he hypoth-
ecated with the bank to avail var-
ious loans. Police said the accused,
Pradeep Kumar Mittal, a resident
of Pitampura who is director of
the alleged company, was ar-
rested on Monday and later re-
leased on bail as per the order of
aDelhi court.

JCP (Economic Offences
Wing) O P Mishra said the ac-
cused company availed various
loans worth Rs. 24.13 crore from
the bank in 2013 by hypothecat-
ing stock of raw materials, semi-
furnished and unfinished goods
lyingin a factory belonging to the
accused. "He agreed to submit the
statement of stocks and book
debts regularly to the bank but
failed to do so. A probe was initi-
ated against the accused com-
pany ona police complaint of the
duped bank which was received
in 2018. The bank alleged that in
2014, when the accused failed to
submit the statement of stock
and book debit to the bank, they
visited the factory premises and
found very negligible stock lying
there and the unit was found
non-functional,” he said.

Police said the accused was
the authorised signatory of the
bankaccount of the alleged com-
pany . “During investigation, it
emerged that Mittal is the main
person looking after the com-
pany. The last stock statement
was submitted to the bank in
2014 and there was a stock of Rs
11.43 crore in the company. Later,
it was found there was merely
stockworthRs 12-15 lakh left. The
directors of the alleged company
have sold out the hypothecated
stock and siphoned off the
amount without the knowledge
of the bank," the officer said.

WEST DELHI’S VIKASPURI

Gurdwara head shot
dead by 2 armed men

ASHNABUTANI
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 24

A 70-YEAR-OLD president of a
gurdwara in West Delhi was
shot dead Monday evening out-
side his house by two men on a
bike. The incident took place at
5.20 pm, when Aatam Singh had
just stepped out of his Santro car
outside his Vikaspuri home.

DCP (West) Deepak Purohit -

said, "He received a bullet injury
to his head and was rushed to
Sehgal Hospital by his son,
where he was declared dead on
arrival."

The incident was captured
on CCTV, and a 38-second video
surfaced in which two men,
wearing helmets, park their bike
next to a car. The pillion rider
walks up to the car, and the mo-
ment Singh steps out, he is shot
atand can be seen falling down.
The accused then walks back to
the bike, hands over the weapon
to his accomplice, walks near
the car for a few seconds, before
sitting on the bike.

DCP Purohit said, "The duo
escaped after firing at Singh. A
case under IPC sections of mur-
der and relevant sections of the
Arms Act has been registered at
Vikaspuri police station. Efforts
are onto identify and nab them."

Singh, a sewadar and presi-
dent of the Gurdwara Guru
Hargovind Sahib Anandpur
Dham in Karala, had driven
home from the premises in the
evening when the incident took
place.

The DCP and Singh's family
members confirmed that the
victim also dealt with property
sale.

Purohit said, "He did sale and
purchase of property near the
gurdwara and some of his re-
cent deals are being looked
into."

Gajendra Yadav

Clockwise from top:
Mourners gather at the
residence of 70-year-old
Aatam Singh (above); a
CCTV grab of the incident

Singh was an Afghani
refugee who moved to India in
1992 when the Civil War broke
out in Afghanistan. During the
civil war, seven out of eight gur-
dwaras in Kabul were destroyed,
forcing many Sikh families to es-
cape from there - Singh was one
of them. The victim's elder
brother Tara Singh (80) said he
used to run a grocery shop in
Afghanistan.

Father of five children, his
Vikaspuri house was shrouded
in griefand shock a day after his
murder. His granddaughter
Surpal Kaur (27) told The Indian
Express, "We did not see or hear
anything. When we went out,
we found him lying outside the
house near his car... he was
dead. My uncle (his son)

Kulpeed rushed him to the hos-
pital. We have no idea who did
this or why."

Minutes before he was shot
dead, Singh had called his wife
and asked her to keep hot water
ready for his bath, said a family
member. His nephew
Manmohan said Singh "had no
enemies, he was kind and well-
respected in the colony and gur-
dwara... We don't understand
why someone would do this."

Inderjit Singh Monty, mem-
ber of the Sikh Gurdwara
Management Committee, said,
"He did not stop helping others
even during the lockdown, de-
spite his age. He would give ra-
tion to the needy and help pre-
pare langar at the gurdwara
daily.”

Man, aide held for ‘extorting Rs 12 lakh
from 45 women using morphed photos’

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 24

A20-YEAR-OLD man and his ac-
complice were arrested for al-
legedly extorting Rs 12 lakh from
45 women across several states
by threatening to post their mor-
phed obscene pictures on social
media.

DCP (Northwest) Vijayanta
Arya said the accused, Shoaib
Akhtar, worked with a firm which
provided loans to customers on-
line. He also has a diploma in

graphic designing. He, however,
lost his job during the lockdown.

“Akhtar misused the database
of his previous company and tar-
geted the clients. He and two as-
sociates, Nasimul Haque and
Jabbar, hatched a conspiracy to
extort money from people by
sending them their morphed ob-
scene pictures, and threatened to
post the same on social media.
Akhtar and Haque were arrested
by a team led by SHO
(Jahangirpuri) Surinder Sandhu,”
said the DCP.

Arya said the matter came to

Cold wave prevails for
2 days straight as min
temp drops to 6.7° C

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 24

A COLD wave was recorded in
Delhi over the last two days as
minimum temperature dropped
five degrees below normal. It was
6.7 degrees Celsius on Tuesday.
The minimum or night time
temperature in the city has re-
mained on a 17-year low for the
month of November since
Sunday when it was 6.9 degrees
Celsius, and 6.3 degrees Celsius
on Monday. The normal mini-
mum temperature for this time
of the year, as per the India
Meteorological Department
(IMD), is 11.3 degrees Celsius.
TheIMD's criteriatodeclarea
cold wave in the plainsis that the
minimum temperature should
be 10 degrees or lower and the
departure from normal tempera-
ture 4.5 degrees or less for two
days. For the current month, the
last time minimum temperature
reached below the present levels
at the IMD's Safdarjung observa-
tory, which is representative of
the city, was in November 2003
whenitwas 6.1 degrees Celsius.
Kuldeep Srivastava, head of
IMD's regional weather forecast-
ing centre, said, "We are seeing a
cold wave but Wednesday on-
wards there will be slight increase
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in minimum temperature as
wind direction over Delhi has
changed.""Until Monday, we had
cold northwesterly winds com-
ing from states that have wit-
nessed snowfall recently. The di-
rection has now changed to
easterly and will remain for the
nexttwodays," he said. The max-
imum temperature on Tuesday
was 25.3 degrees Celsius. This
would start dipping December
onwards, Srivastava said.

Meanwhile, Delhi's air quality
index (AQI) also deteriorated to
very poor on Tuesday witharead-
ingof379."

light last Friday when a resident
of Jahangirpuri registered acom-
plaint against the accused: “The
complainant, who works with a
private airline, alleged the ac-
cused sent obscene pictures of
herand threatened to make them
viral on social mediaif she did not
give him money. The accused
were arrested after a raid at
Gurgaon. Efforts are on to arrest
the third accused.”

“During questioning, the ac-
cused claimed they would down-
load pictures of their targets from
social media accounts, create ob-

scene images, and send them via
WhatsApp. If the victim tried to
avoid them, they threatened to
upload the pictures on social me-
dia and send it to their relatives,”
said Arya.

Police have so far found the
trio targeted 47 women, includ-
ing a resident of UP's Allahabad
who hasfiled acomplaint against
them.

“There are 45 complainants.
Werequestall of them to register
a case against the accused per-
sons; many are ready,” said an of-
ficer.

SDMC to set aside space
for e-vehicle charging

ABHINAVRAJPUT
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 24

TO PROMOTE the use of electric
vehicles in the capital, the South
MCD passed a policy inits stand-
ing committee meeting Tuesday
to provide space for charging and
battery swapping stations in ar-
eas under its jurisdiction.
Leader of the House, South
MCD, Narendra Chawla said en-
ergy operators shall be invited to
set up charging and battery sta-
tions on land owned and man-
aged by the civic body, including
roads transferred to the Public
Works Department for mainte-
nance. In return, the concession-

aires will have to pay a fixed
monthly sum to the SDMC. The
number of stations will depend
on the number of concessionaires
who come forward and tie up
with SDMC, said standing com-
mittee member Shikha Rai. The
policy aims to establish stations
after every 3 km. These stations
will be equipped with EV supply
equipment, charger manage-
ment system, meter box, LED
screens and CCTV cameras. “PSUs
operating in this domain of in-
stalling and operating publicelec-
tric vehicle charging stations, and
discoms in Delhi, will only be per-
mitted toinstall charging stations
on land owned or managed by
SDMC,” reads the policy.
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‘Pending DU results out by Nov 30’

New Delhi: Delhi University
(DU) on Tuesday told the Delhi
High Court that all pending re-
sults in both regular postgrad-
uate and undergraduate
courses will be declared by
November 30.

The submission was made

in response to an application
filed before the court alleging
the varsity had violated the
court order dated October 12
where it had undertaken to ad-
here to the timeline for declar-
ing the results on or before
October 31.ENS
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Place: Mumbai
Date: 23.11.2020

NOTICE FOR EXTRAORDINARY GENERAL MEETING (EGM) AND E-VOTING INFORMATION

[In respect of Election of One Shareholder Director]

1. NOTICE is hereby given pursuant to Bank of Baroda General (Shares and Meetings) Regulations, 1998 and Rule 20 of the
Companies (Management & Administration) Rules, 2014 that Extraordinary General Meeting (EGM) of the Shareholders of
Bank of Baroda will be held on Wednesday, 23rd December 2020 at 11.00 A.M. through Video Conferencing (VC) / Other
Audio Visual Means (OAVM) in compliance with MCA General Circular number 33/2020 dated 28.09.2020, 22/2020 dated
15.06.2020, 17/2020 dated 13.04.2020 and 14/2020 dated 08.04.2020 and all other applicable laws and circulars issued by
the Ministry of Corporate Affairs (MCA), Government of India and Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) to transact
the business as contained in the notice of the meeting.

2. In compliance with the above circulars, electronic copies of the Notice of the EGM have been sent to all the shareholders
whose email addresses are registered with the Bank/Depository Participant(s). A copy of the same is available on Bank's
website i.e. www.bankofbaroda.in and on website of e-voting Agency i.e. https://evoting.kfintech.com
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3. Shareholders holding shares either in physical form or dematerialized form, as on the specified / cut off date i.e. 20.11.2020
may cast their votes electronically on the business as set forth in the Notice of EGM through the electronic voting system of
KFin Technologies Pvt. Ltd. (“remote e-voting”).

Shareholders hereby further informed that:
a) The business as set forth in the Notice of the EGM will be transacted through remote e-voting and e-voting system at the

b) The remote e-voting shall commence at 9:00 a.m. IST on Friday, 18th December 2020 and end at 5.00 p.m on Tuesday,
22nd December 2020;

c) The specified / cut-off date for determining the eligibility to vote by remote e-voting or by e-voting system at the EGM shall

be 20th November 2020;

d) Remote e-voting module will be disabled after 5:00 p.m. IST on 22nd December 2020;

e) Shareholders may note that:

i. The facility for voting will also be made available during the EGM, and those shareholders present in the EGM through

VC facility, who have not cast their vote on the resolutions through remote e-voting and are otherwise not barred from

doing so, shall be eligible to vote through the e-voting system at the EGM;

ii. The Shareholders who have cast their votes by remote e-voting prior to the EGM may also attend the EGM but shall not

be entitled to cast their votes again; and

ii. Only persons whose name is recorded in the register of shareholders or in the register of beneficial owners maintained

by the depositories as on the specified / cut-off date shall be entitled to avail the facility of remote e-voting or e-voting at

f) The manner of voting remotely for shareholders holding shares in dematerialized mode, physical mode and for
shareholders who have not registered their email addresses is provided in the Notice of the EGM. The details will also be
made available on the website of the Bank. Members are requested to visit www.bankofbaroda.in to obtain such details.

Shareholders who have not registered their email addresses are requested to register their email addresses with
respective depository participant(s) and members holding shares in physical mode are requested to update their email
addresses with Bank's Registrar and Share Transfer Agent, KFin Technologies Private Limited (formerly Karvy Fintech
Private Limited), at einward.ris@kfintech.com to receive Notice of the EGM, instructions for remote e-voting and
instructions for participation in the EGM through VC.
In case of queries relating to remote e-voting, members may refer to the Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) for members
and e-voting user manual for members at KFin Technologies Private Limited 's website or call the toll free no.:
1-800-3454001 or contact Mr. S. V. Raju, Deputy General Manager, KFin Technologies Private Limited, Selenium Tower B,
Plot No. 31 & 32, Financial District, Nanakramguda Serilingampally Mandal, Hyderabad - 500 032, Ph: 91 40 6716 1569
Email: raju.sv@kfintech.com
4. The aggregate results of Remote E-voting and voting at the meeting will be announced within 2 days of the EGM by the Bank
on its website, KFin's website and also informed to the Stock Exchanges.
5. The members who require technical assistance to access and participate in the meeting through VC may contact the helpline
number: 1-800-3454001.

6. Lastdate of receipt of Nominations from candidates will be upto 4.00 p.m. on 08th December 2020.

For Bank of Baroda
Sanjiv Chadha,
Managing Director & CEO

(46/20-21)
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2,1T0 DEATHS SO FARTHIS MONTH

Behind capital’s Covid-19 death spike:
Steep peak, late admission, ICU crunc

Experts say patients in worse condition coming to hospital this time, as compared to first peak in June

ASTHASAXENA
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 24

DELAYS IN admission, danger-
ously low oxygen saturation lev-
els at the time of hospitalisation
and unavailability of ICU beds
are some of the reasons behind a
rise in the number of fatalities in
Delhi over the last few days, ex-
perts in the capital have said.

The city, which saw 2,330
deaths in June — the highestina
month so far — has already re-
ported 2,110 deaths in
November, with over 100 each
for the last five days. On Tuesday,
Delhi reported 6,224 new cases
and 109 deaths, taking the total
number of cases to 5,40,541 and
the death tollto 8,621. The death
rate continues to stay on the
higher side at 1.89% based on the
last 10 days data.

Delhi’s Health Minister,
Satyendar Jain, maintains the
case-fatality ratio in the capital is
the lowest among major cities.
“Rapid addition of ICU beds and
other medical facilities have
helped us achieve this. We are do-
ing our best to save each and
every life,” he tweeted, along with
achart which said that the death
ratein Ahmedabad was 4.2%, fol-
lowed by Ludhiana at 4% Mumbai
at 3.9% and Amritsar at 3.8%. In
Delhi, according to Jain, it is 1.6%.

But with no let-up in the
number of cases and a much
higher peak this time round —
November saw a high of 8,593
casesinaday asopposed to June
when the peak hovered around
the 4,000 mark — the healthcare
setup and doctors at frontlines

—— BRIEFLY —

Decomposer
should be
made
mandatory: Rai

New  Delhi:  Delhi
Environment Minister
Gopal Rai Tuesday said
the Commission for Air
Quality Management
should make the use of
‘Pusa decomposer’
mandatory for all state
governments for stubble
management. Rai said
the Delhi government
submitted a petition be-
fore the panel Monday,
stating the decomposer
developed by the Indian
Agricultural Research
Institute yielded good re-
sults after it was used on
2,000 acres of
land.“Within 15 to 20
days, nearly 90-95% of
the stubble got converted
into manure. CM
Kejriwal and govern-
ment officials have regu-
larly monitored the situ-
ation,” he added.

Why spas not
open, HC asks

New Delhi: The Delhi
High Court Tuesday
asked the Delhi govern-
ment to explain why only
spas are not being al-
lowed to operate when
other places like markets,
restaurants, Metros and
buses have opened in the
capital. While Centre
submitted they have per-
mitted re-opening of
spas, the Delhi govern-
ment counsel told the
court that same was not
being followed yet by
them due to the third
wave of Covid-19 in the
city. The matter has been
listed for December 4.

2 wanted men
nabbed

New Delhi: Two wanted
criminals  of the
Sandeep Badwasni gang
were by the Delhi Police
Special Cell Tuesday;, fol-
lowing an encounter in
Rohini. ENS

Crematorium workers at Nigambodh Ghat. Amit Mehra

have found themselves more
stretched than ever before.
Experts who have been mon-
itoring the disease’s pattern feel
that patients in a worse condi-
tion are being wheeled into hos-
pital this time round. “Earlier,
since the concept of home isola-
tion was new, most patients
rushed to the hospital even with
minor symptoms. This time, we
are getting relatively sicker pa-
tients. The concept of home iso-
lation is playing two roles here
—firstly, it helps reduce the bur-
den on the healthcare system;
however, many are reaching
hospital in a severe condition,”
said Dr D S Rana, chairman of
board, Sir Ganga Ram Hospital.
Many patients, doctors said,

are reaching hospitals with hy-
poxia —a condition in which the
body or a region of the body is
deprived of adequate oxygen
supply at the tissue level. The ad-
equate oxygen saturation level is
considered to be above 95%.

Said a senior doctor from GTB
hospital, which falls under the
Centre, “Patients are reaching the
emergency department when
the oxygen saturation levels are
50-60%.In such cases, there is not
much scope left with the treat-
ing physician — and if the patient
is elderly and has a pre-existing
condition, the situation becomes
even more severe.”

The crunch being faced in
terms of availability of ICU beds
has also meant many patients

Vigilance unit
to probe bribery
claims against cops

MAHENDER SINGH
MANRAL
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 24

DELHI POLICE'S vigilance unit of
the West district is probing
bribery allegations against some
policemen, including senior offi-
cers, in connection with a raid
conducted onanalleged gambler
earlier this month, it is learnt.
According to sources, the ACP
and personal staff of a senior of-
ficer arrested a man and recov-
eredRs 25 lakh —but allegations
later emerged that they had de-
manded a bribe of Rs 15 lakh
from the accused to release his
father.Itis alsoalleged thataman
who came to help the accused
was assaulted inside the senior
officer’s office in Rajouri Garden.
Sources told The Indian Express
the incident took place on
November 10 after an informer
told the ACP posted in West dis-
trict that a man was running on-
line betting for IPL matches. “A
team was formed comprising
Additional DCP (West) officer’s
staff officer (SO) and two consta-
bles. At 8 pm, a raid was con-
ducted in Subhash Nagar and a
manand his father were detained.
Three phones were recovered
from the man’s possession and fa-
ther-son were taken to ACP’s of-

fice for questioning,” the FIR states.

Sources said though they were
detained on the night of
November 10, aformal arrest was
made 24 hours later after senior
officers intervened. Only the son
wasarrested, sources said. “Senior
officers at Delhi Police HQ had
come to know of the raid, and
were told the team allegedly de-
manded Rs 15 lakh to release the
father. Since DCP (West) was on
leave, DCP(Dwarka)was asked to
verify the facts and file an FIR,” a
source said. Itwas then thatan FIR
was filed based on the ACP’s com-
plaintand investigation was given
to the inspector (special staff).

Sources said there are allega-
tions the raiding team recovered
Rs 29 lakh but showed a recov-
ery of Rs 25 lakh. “Allegations
also emerged that a person who
came to help the accused was as-
saulted inside the senior official’s
office and forcibly asked by an
SHO of nearby police station to
sign a paper saying he had been
called in for questioning,” a
source said, adding that the dis-
trict DCP has been told to con-
duct an independent vigilance
enquiry into the allegations.

When contacted, DCP (West)
Deepak Purohit said they are
conducting an enquiry and prob-
ing the role of lower subordi-
nates who went on leave.

who would be shifted there at
the first sign of a deteriorationin
health are being kept in the
wards longer. “Many patients are
under home isolation and, when
needed, are being shifted to ICUs.
Unfortunately, ICUs in many
hospitals are full, which is also
leading to the increased fatality
rate. It is important to monitor
patients under home isolation,”
said DrRana.

Data shared on Delhi govern-
ment’s Delhi Corona App shows
that 86% of ICU beds with venti-
lator are occupied at the mo-
ment, and even the facilities
without ventilator are 74% full.

Dr Desh Deepak, the nodal
officer for Covid-19 at Ram
Manohar Lohia Hospital, said

CORONAVIRUS IN THE CAPITAL
TOTAL CASES Total Vacant
HOSPITALBEDS | 18,135 | 8,685
5’40’54] VENTILATORS | 1,414 166
Daily cases | Recoveries |Deaths | Tests
Nov 23 4454 7,216 121 37,307
Nov 24 6,224 4,943 109 61,381
Total 38,501* 493419 8,621 |59,14,659
*Total active cases

that hospitalisation “becomes
tougher when cases are on the
rise”.

“For instance, if everyone in
the family isill, it is not possible to
reach a medical facility early,
which then leads to delayed ad-
missionand canadd to the sever-
ity of the disease. It is a natural
corollary that whenever cases are
high, the number of deaths are
bound to increase,” he said.

Amid a festive rush and with
people disregarding social dis-
tancing and mask hygiene,
November has seen the worst of
it. Between October 21 and
November 1, Delhi’s case fatality
ratio was 0.83%.0n Monday, the
ratio over the past 10 days stood
at 1.83%. The city’s overall case
fatality ratio is 1.59%.

Data shared by the Union
Ministry of Health and Family
Welfare on Tuesday also showed
that Delhi is at the top of 10
states and UTs that have re-
ported 74% of new deaths in the
past 24 hours, surpassing
Maharashtra and West Bengal.
“Delhi saw the maximum casu-
alties (121) followed by West

Bengal and Maharashtra with 47
and 30 daily deaths, respec-
tively,” the Ministry stated.

The government has mean-
while said higher Covid num-
bers are a result of increased
testing — almost 60 lakh tests,
both rapid antigen and RT-PCR,
have been conducted in the city
since March.

Dr Anjan Trikha from the de-
partment of anesthesiology and
critical care, whois also chairman
of the clinical managerial group
at AIIMS Trauma Centre, also
echoed the point of people reach-
ing hospitalsina sicker state than
before. “The patient profile com-
ing to our centre has completely
changed over the last few
months. We are getting sicker pa-
tients with more comorbidities,
needing ICU care... Patients with
Covid and other diseases of liver,
kidney and heart tend to remain
in the hospital for a longer time,
leading to shortage of beds and
also more morbidity,” said Dr
Trikha, adding that in the last two
months, about 65% of patients
who have died at the trauma cen-
tre have been above the age of 60.

Woman alleges threat
from kin, cops ‘recover’
her based on family’s FIR

SOMYA LAKHANI
& HAMZAKHAN
NEW DELHI, JAIPUR,
NOVEMBER 24

ONNOVEMBER 20,a 26-year-old
[IM-Bangalore fellow working in
Dholpur, Rajasthan, left for Delhi,
alleging her family was planning
to forcibly take her away and get
hermarried without her consent.
OnTuesday, Rajasthan Police took
the woman back to Dholpur
based onacomplaint by the fam-
ily that she had been kidnapped.

“Local police will be producing
herin court, her statement under
CrPC 164 will be conducted
Wednesday. Sheisindependentto
give whatever statement she
wants. Probe will be carried outac-
cordingly. Nothing illegal will be
done... after the statement I think
she will be free,” said Inspector
General (Bharatpur Range) Sanjib
Kumar Narzary, under whose ju-
risdiction Dholpur falls.

On the evening of November
20, Sheena Choudhary, left
Dholpur for Delhi. While she lived
and worked in Dholpur, her par-
entslive in Wazirabad in Delhi. On
November 21, she met DCP (New
Delhi) Dr Eish Singhal, and sub-
mitted a letter saying, “My family
is forcing me to get married.

When I refused, they threatened
they would take me away force-
fully and stop my job and further
studies. Due to the perceived
threat, I left Dholpur of my own
free will and contacted NFIW
(National Federation of Indian
Women) for protection. [ would
like to stress [ am safe and do not
wish to be sought after or traced
by my family.” The DCP confirmed
Choudhary had met him.

OnNovember 23, Choudhary
met DCW chief Swati Maliwal,
and reiterated the threat from her
family. Later, in an email to
Maliwal, Choudhary sought a re-
straining order “to prevent my im-
mediate or extended family from
forcibly accosting me or contact-
ing me against my wishes”.

The same day, an FIR was
lodged at Dholpur’s Nihal Ganj
police station based on a com-
plaint by Choudhary’s uncle
Praveen Kumar. In the FIR, he said,
“My niece Sheena... has been
missing since 10.40 am on
November 20.We lodged a miss-
ing person’s complaint with Nihal
Ganj police station on November
21..We suspectan unknown per-
son is keeping her hostage near
New Friends Colony (in Delhi).”

The FIR was lodged under IPC
sections 363 (kidnapping), 366
(abducting orinducing woman to

compel her marriage) and 342
(punishment for wrongful con-
finement). “Following the regis-
tration of a criminal case, a police
team went to Delhi to search for
her. She was recovered with the
help of local police and through
call tracing. She is being brought
to Dholpur where her statement
will be recorded before a magis-
trate. How the case will be dis-
posed depends on what she
says,” said Dholpur SP Keshar
Singh Shekhawat.

Social activist Shabnam
Hashmi, who runs NGO ANHAD
and who was with Choudhary
Tuesday afternoon, minutes be-
fore she was taken away by the
Rajasthan Police, said, “A few of
us were near the ANHAD office
and [ went to meet someone
when I got a call that she had
been forcibly picked up by po-
lice... She clearly stated that she
fears for her life, fears her family
will harm her, yet police picked
her up...Sheis an adult. How can
they do this to her without her
consent?”

Choudhary’s uncle Kumar, on
whose complaint Dholpur police
filed a kidnapping FIR, told The
Indian Express, “Now everything
is fine. There was a communica-
tion gap between the family and
her... We spoke to her today.”

Delhi-born thespian VM Badola dies at 85,
wore many hats — actor, writer, journalist

DIPANITANATH
PUNE,NOVEMBER 24

IN 2013, Google released an ad
film about two elderly men, who
hadbeen friends in Lahore before
the Partition separated them, be-
ing reunited by their grandchil-
dren. The Pakistani was played by
veteran actor-director MS Sathyu.
When he arrived in Delhi for the
shoot, Sathyu was in fora surprise
— the other actor was Vishwa
Mohan Badola, his friend from the
time they used to do theatre in
Delhi in the 1970s. “The whole
film was a surprise,” says Sathyu

over the phone from Bengaluru.

Theirembrace, towards the end of
the clip, captured a well of emo-
tions — from nostalgia and re-
morse toayearning for peace and
friendship. “He wasaavery strong
and sensitive actor,” says Sathyu,
about Badola, who passed away
onNovember 23 from age-related
illness. He was 84.

The viral ad film was only one
of Badola’s several works in film,
radio and stage. The'60s and '70s
were marked by sociopolitical
upheaval, and Badola, whowas a
journalist besides being a theatre
practitioner, would have long dis-
cussions about the nation with

Vishwa Mohan Badola

Sathyuand others. “It was atime
when a lot of theatre was being
created around the Emergency,
and Badola participated in sev-

eral of these. He was also a good
writer, politically aware and op-
posed to autocracy,” says Sathyu.

Though cinema has immor-
talised Badola in Swades, Jodhaa
Akbarand Jolly LLB, it was on stage
that the actor was honed over 60
years. Ram Gopal Bajaj, a theatre
director and former director of
National School of Drama (NSD)
in Delhi, recalls the decades since
1967,whenhe and a clutch of pas-
souts of NSD, such as Om Shivpuri
and Sudha Shivpuri, would create
plays such as Badal Sircar’s Evam
Indrajit in which Badola played
the titular character.

“Badola was a part of our

group ‘Dishantar’ as one of the
executive members as well as a
performer in many major pro-
ductions. We worked as theatre
actors in Delhi together for more
than 20 years. He had a great
stage presence,” he adds.

Badola was born in Delhi in
1936 and raised in Uttarakhand
and Delhi before he began to at-
tend Harcourt Butler School in
Delhi. He graduated in English
from Kirori Mal College. He is
survived by his wife Sushila, and
three children — daughters Alka
Kaushal, an actor, and Kalindi, a
voice-over artiste and R, and his
son actor Varun Badola.

New Delhi

Umar Khalid
carried atheism
as pretence: NE
riots chargesheet

ANAND MOHAN J
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 24

DELHI POLICE in their supple-
mentary chargesheet filed in the
Northeast Delhi riots case have
alleged that Umar Khalid carried
his “atheism as a pretence” and
instead believed that “violent
political Islam must be blended
with frontal political parties to
take on the Indian State”.

These submissions were
made in the supplementary
chargesheet filed against Khalid,
who has been called a “veteran
of sedition”; ]NU student Sharjeel
Imam, a “detonator”; and Faizan
Khan, accused of supplying of
providing and activating a SIM
card, which was used by the
Jamia Coordination Committee,
agroup of students and activists
who protested against the
Citizenship Amendment Act.

Police have alleged that
Khalid “begrudgingly accepted
the idea of India in 2016”, witha
plan to break up India in 2020
where “all relations were based
on the concept of Ummah, with
total decimation of secular, na-
tional identities”.

Imam and Khalid's lawyers
refused to comment on the alle-
gations.

Police filed the chargesheet
before Additional Sessions Judge
Amitabh Rawat under relevant
sections of Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act (UAPA) on
Sunday. The three have also been
accused of rioting, unlawful as-
sembly, criminal conspiracy,
murder, promoting enmity on
grounds of religion, language,
caste, etc and other sections of
the IPC. The court took cog-
nizance of the chargesheet on
Tuesday.

The chargesheet stated that
Khalid used his political acumen
“knowing full well that Indian

Muslims will never subscribe to
the perverted definition of
Islam”. Police stated that
“Bangladeshi and Rohingya im-
migrants were the easiest to lo-
cate and use because of their so-
cio-economic disadvantages and
ghettoised living in the national
capital”.

It stated that Khalid was the
“convergence point of the twin
lines of Pan-Islamica and Ultra-
Left anarchism which had incu-
bated, nurtured and propagated
the common conspiracy, all
squarely aimed at violent subju-
gation of the Government”.

Police have said Khalid has
two “mutually reinforcing lines
of thought”. One in which he fol-
lowed the “template passed on
to him in legacy by his father”
and the second “being the ultra-
left ideological space where he
was trying to match up and at
times overshadow the likes of
Yogendra Yadav”.

On Imam, the chargesheet
said his withdrawal from
Shaheen Bagh protest site was
under the pretext of a “classical
Maoist strategy i.e. keep the
movement mass based and de-
rive individualism”.

Police alleged that following
his arrest, key conspirators
started mass mobilisation of the
press for “his release and to por-
tray this communal seed as the
flower of democracy”.

“Itis no wonder then that the
dawn of anew year saw Sharjeel
Imam donning new clothes and
embarking on a journey across
many states which saw registra-
tion of six FIRs against him, pri-
marily for sedition and inciting
communal hatred and establish-
ing the name of Sharjeel Imam
true to what he had earlier
boasted to his own brother
when he had returned ‘Hum
dono hai mastermind’,” the
chargesheet read.

53 people were killed in the riots the broke out in NE Delhi in

February. Archive

DCAC introduces
3 courses without

UGC nod,

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 24

DELHI COLLEGE of Arts &
Commerce (DCAC) has intro-
duced three new coursesand ad-
mitted students to the same de-
spite not getting financial
sanction from the University
Grants Commission. As a result,
the fate of 75 first-year students
hangs in the balance.

For the current academic ses-
sion, DCACintroduced three new
courses, Hindi, Computer Science
and Maths, and admitted 32, 23
and 20 students respectively.
However, this was done even as
the principal did not receive
UGC's nod. Principal Anuradha
Gupta had written to the UGCon
September 7 to start three new
courses, stating it would be done
“without additional financial bur-
den” on the body.

On October 9, Shrikant
Pandey, associate professorin the
Computer Science department,
wrote to the UGC saying posts
were being “illegally diverted” to
start the courses.

“Our college has been sanc-
tioned posts of assistant profes-
sors (34) under the OBC expan-
sion scheme to restore
teacher-taught ratio. The first
tranche was distributed among
existing departments as per the

admits 75

government’s mandate.
However, the second tranche has
been utilised to open new
courses, completely diluting the
purpose of restoring teacher-
taught ratio as per norms stipu-
lated by the University/UGC(sic),”
he wrote to the UGC Chairman,
asking the body to intervene.

OnNovember 11, UGCeduca-
tion officer Shalini responded to
Gupta stating it could not grant
approval for the three courses. “I
am directed to inform you that
the second tranche has been
sanctioned to the college to meet
teaching workload due to in-
crease of student intake for im-
plementation of OBC expansion
scheme in existing courses.

“Therefore, these posts should
not be considered for starting
new courses. Hence, UGCregrets
its inability to approve the pro-
posal of the college for starting
new courses with the posts sanc-
tioned under the second tranche
of OBC expansion scheme,” she
wrote.

While Gupta did not respond
to callsand messages, DU Dean of
Colleges Balaram Pani said, “We
will make sure students don’t suf-
fer. Even when courses get ap-
proval from Academic and
Executive councils, colleges need
to seek approval from the fund-
ing agency before introducing
them.”
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India pledges aid to
rebuild Afghanistan,
commits to projects
worth $80 million

SHUBHAJITROY
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 24

SIGNALLING LONG-TERM com-
mitment to Afghanistan’s future
—beitunder Taliban or other po-
litical forces - India Tuesday ann-
ounced about 150 projects worth
$80 million (about Rs 592 crore)
in the conflict-ridden country.

New Delhi also committed to
build a new dam, which will pro-
vide drinking water to 2 million
residents of Kabul.

This new commitment was
announced by External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar at the
Afghanistan 2020 Conference,
which he addressed through
video-conferencing. Afghanistan's
President Ashraf Ghani, UN and
EU officials, besides representa-
tives of other countries, attended
the conference.

Since 2002, India has so far
committed $3 billion (about
Rs 2,200 crore) towards rebuild-
ing and reconstruction of
Afghanistan. While India did not
invest in Afghanistan during the
Taliban years from 1996 to 2001,
the government’s decision now to
invest in Afghanistan's future,
where Talibanis set to play adom-
inant role, is being seen as a ma-
jordeparture from the past. It sig-
nals that India is finally shedding
the hesitations of history.

New Delhi has had abitter ex-
perience with the Taliban. Now,
with their return after the US ex-
iting Afghanistan, South Block is
quickly trying to adapt to the
changed circumstances and reach
out to the Taliban.

Jaishankar said at the confer-
ence, “lam happy to announce to-
day an agreement with
Afghanistan for building the
Shahtoot dam, which would pro-
vide safe drinking water to 2 mil-
lion residents of Kabul city. It
builds on the 202-km Phul-e-
Khumri transmission line of 2009,
through which we provided
power to the city. India will also
launch phase-IV of high-impact
community development proj-
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= toaKabul

= @ with Taliban
SOFAR, there was a percep-

tion within the Taliban that
New Delhi will not deal with
it beyond ritualistic state-
ments. But this additional fi-
nancial commitment moves
beyond statements at confer-
ences, and with this, India has
now shed its ambiguity about
engaging with the Taliban.
Earlier, in a carefully cali-
brated shift in India’s posi-
tion, New Delhi had partici-
pated in the commencement
ceremony of the intra-Afghan
talks in Doha on September
12.Indian attendance at the
Doha event, where a 21-
member Taliban team was
present, reflects South Block's
realisation of ground realities
and shifting sands in Kabul's
power structure.

ectsin Afghanistan, whichinclude
around 150 projects worth $80
million.” Stressing that India has
invested heavily in peace and de-
velopmentin Afghanistan, he said,
“We strongly believe that the
gains of the last two decades must
be preserved and the interests of
minorities, women and vulnera-
ble sections must be ensured.”

This is one of India’s red-lines
inthe wake of the Taliban’s rise in
Afghanistan, as the Sikh commu-
nity has faced attacks and hostility
in the last few months.

He also flagged theissue of vi-
olence: “(The) increasing level of
violence in Afghanistan remains
amatter of grave concern. While
we support all efforts to bring
peace and stability in Afghanistan,
India calls for an immediate and
comprehensive ceasefire.”

On Delhi going beyond state-
ments on Taliban, a source told
The Indian Express, “It shows India
has put its money where the
mouthis.”

RAJIV ASSASSINATION

Stalin meets Governor
for release of convicts

ARUN JANARDHANAN
CHENNAI,NOVEMBER 24

UPA ALLY and DMK leader M K
Stalin met Tamil Nadu Governor
Banwarilal Purohit Tuesday and
sought theimmediate release “on
humanitarian grounds” of the
seven persons sentenced tolife in
the assassination of former Prime
Minister Rajiv Gandhi in 1991.

A decision by the Tamil Nadu
government to release the seven,
who have served nearly 30 years
of rigorous imprisonment, is
pending for approval before the
Governor since September 2018.

DMK's move comes four days
after the Centre told the Supreme
Court that the CBI has nothing to
do witha petition for remission of
sentence filed by one of the seven,
A G Perarivalan. The pleais anis-
sue between the petitioner and
the office of the Governor, it said.

Perarivalan was 19 when he
wasarrested in June 1991 and ac-
cused of having bought two bat-

Kerala approaches SC against move to lease
Thiruvananthapuram airport to Adani

New Delhi: The Kerala gov-

Centre has
told SCup to
Governor to
take callon
Perarivalan

tery cells for Sivarasan, the LTTE
member who masterminded the
assassination.

Speaking to reporters, Stalin
said: “Yet again, we have asked the
Governor to take the decisionim-
mediately... Perarivalan’s mother
Arputham Ammal has been fight-
ing for justice for more than 29
years. We have explained all these
factors to the Governor. The
Governor replied that he will take
an appropriate decision soon.”

“We have demanded that the
Governor release all the seven
convicts on humanitarian
grounds, for having spent about
30years in prison,” Stalin said.

The DMK delegation, which
included Dayanidhi Maran, also
submitted a letter stating that the

party had been continuously de-
manding the release of the seven
convicts -- Nalini Sriharanand her
husband Murugan, Santhan, Jaya-
kumar, Robert Payas and P Ravi-
chandran, apart from Perarivalan.

Perarivalan, from Jolarpettai
near Vellore, Nalini, from Chennai,
and Ravichandran, from Madurai,
are Indian citizens while the rest
are Sri Lankan nationals.

It was the petition filed by
Perarivalan in December 2015
that revived demands for the re-
lease of the convicts.In September
2018, the Supreme Courtdirected
the Governorto decide on the par-
don plea as he “deemed fit”. Wit-
hin three days, the Tamil Nadu
Cabinetrecommended release of
all the seven. When Perarivalan’s
plea came up this month, the SC
frowned upon the Centre’s sub-
mission that the probe by a CBI-
led team into the assassination
was still on. Noting that the probe
was about the “larger conspiracy”,
the court said: “It is not for them
| people already convicted].”

BJP set to get Speaker’s post in Bihar

SANTOSH SINGH
PATNA,NOVEMBER 24

THE RULING NDA has fielded for-
mer minister and BJP MLA Vijay
Kumar Sinha for the election to
the Assembly Speaker's post,
pitching him against R]D MLA
Awadh Bihari Choudhary, the op-
position Mahagathbandhan can-
didate.

With numbers in favour of
the NDA, this would be the first
time a BJP legislator will occupy
the Speaker's post in the Bihar
Assembly. Since 2005 polls, the
JD(U) has been getting its MLAs
to the post. While Uday Narayan
Choudhary was Speaker for two
terms (2005-2010 and 2010-

2015), Vijay Kumar Choudhary
was the Speaker between 2015
and 2020.

While names of BJP veteran
Nand Kishore Yadav and Prem
Kumar, both ministers in the pre-
vious government, had been do-
ing rounds, top BJP leaders de-
cided to maintain social balance
in representation of key posts
and chose Sinha, a four-time
Lakhisarai MLA from the upper
caste Bhumihar community.

ABJP leader said: "After hav-
ing given Deputy Chief Minister
posts to Renu Devi,an EBCleader,
and Tarkishore Prasad, who be-
longs to OBC, it was only fair to
give the Speaker's position to an
upper caste. Sinha is a veteran
and has enough administrative

experience.” Though the names
of Nand Kishore Yadav and Prem
Kumar were discussed, the party
decided to give it to an upper
caste candidate, the leader said.

The opposition R]D has de-
cided to field five-time MLA
Awadh Bihari Choudhary from
Siwan. RJD leader Tejashwi
Prasad Yadav said: "Choudhary
hasvast experience. There is gen-
eral precedence that the ruling
party or alliance has Speaker and
Opposition has Deputy Speaker.
But the Deputy Speaker position
was kept vacant in the last
Assembly.”

Deputy CMTarkishore Prasad
said: "We expect the Opposition
to support the NDA candidate as
Speaker belongs to all parties.”

Lalu trying to topple govt: Sushil Modi

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
PATNA,NOVEMBER 24

BJP LEADER and former Bihar
deputy chief minister Sushil
Kumar Modi on Tuesday accused
RJD chief Lalu Prasad of making
telephone calls from Ranchi jail
to some NDA MLAs with the in-
tention of "toppling" the newly
formed NDA government in the
state. He alleged that Lalu is of-

fering the NDA legislators "min-
isterial berths" inreturn for their
support.

"Lalu Yadav making teleph-
one call (*********) from Ranchi
to NDA MLAs & promising minis-
terial berths. When I telephoned,
Lalu directly picked up. I said
don’t do these dirty tricks from
jail, youwill not succeed,” the for-
mer deputy CM tweeted.

RJD spokesperson Mrityunjay
Tewari told The Indian Express:

"NDA leaders have been suffering
from Laluphobia. They are trying
todigress fromrealissues, which
our leader Tejashwi Prasad Yadav
has been reminding them of -
such as fulfilling promises to give
19 lakh jobs as promised by the
BJP in its manifesto.” He did not
react to Sushil Modi's allegation
that he spoke to Lalu.

The R]D-led Mahagathb-
andhan has 110 MLAs, 12 short of
majority.

ernment has moved the
Supreme Court against the
Centre's decision to lease
Thiruvananthapuram in-
ternational airport to Adani
Enterprises.

The Left Democratic
Front (LDF) government
has filed the appeal chal-
lenging the Kerala High
Court whichdis-

the high court verdict,the  opment of DMI
plea, filed through lawyer  Thiruvananthapuram iy i
CK Sasi, said that it has  International Airport.

challenged the “arbitrary
and illegal action” of the
Airports Authority of India
in attempting to prefer a
particular private conces-
sionaire, Adani Enterprises
Ltd, for the operation,
management and devel-

Adani Enterprises had
won the rights to run six
airports including that of
Thiruvananthapuram
through the PPP model af-
ter a competitive bidding
process in February 2019.

PTI

missed the plea

onOctober 190n
the grounds that
it was directed
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(An Autonomous Institution Established by Government of Bihar)
Udyog Bhawan, East Gandhi Maidan, Patna 800004, Bihar | Phone: (0612) 2675180, 2675181 | Mobile: 9523096030

For Admission Apply Online
www.dmi.ac.in

Scholarships

scholarships.

Placements

Upto 100% waiver of tuition fee as merit-based

Full placements since DMI's inception.

against the pri-
vatisation policy
of the Centre and
hence devoid of

for the following :

NOTICE INVITING E-TENDER

The General Manager/EXPOTECH, RITES Ltd. invites online bids in single packet system

Item & Quantity : Supply and application of paints for Exterior painting (including adhesion
promoting primer), Interior painting (including adhesion promoting primer and two component P U
Sound insulation painting) for Cape Gauge passenger coaches (including DEMUs), Tender

(PDM 2021-23)

*Neither IIMs nor any other institution has any role in selection
process for admission or in the conduct of the PDM at DMI.

Associate Organisations

Eligibility
Minimum 3-year Bachelor's degree (or equivalent) in

any discipline, with at least 50% marks (45% for SC/
ST/ DA candidates).

Valid score in CAT/ XAT/ GMAT/ CMAT/ MAT for2021

merits.
Seeking an
interim stay of

-
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ON THE auspicious
celebratory

occasion of the
50th National Day of the
Sultanate of Oman, the
Board of Directors, CEO and
all employees of Salam Air
would like to take this
opportunity to
Congratulate His Majesty
Sultan Haitham Bin
Tarik and the people of the
Sultanate of Oman.

As we celebrate this
momentous occasion, we
take pride in representing
the youthfulness and

N THE 18th of November,

Reference : RITES/EXPO/05/MOZ/COACHES & DEMU/PAINTING, Bid Securing Declaration :
Bid Securing Declaration to be submitted as per Annexure XII, Completion Period : 20 weeks,
Last date & time of submission of bid : 08.12.2020 upto 11:00 hrs. IST.

The bid forms and other details can be obtained from the website http://ritesitd.com/ and
CPP portal https:ifetenders.gov.infeprocurefapp. Addendum/Corrigendum, if any, shall be
hosted online only.

admissions.

—  Pursue DMI’s PDM to Empower Grassroots

50" Anniversary
of the Sultanate of Oman

Islamic nation upon the

his proven wisdom and farsightedness.

the Sultanate marked
its 50" National Day
anniversary. With firm

resolve, Omani citizens continue to
make more achievements under the
wise leadership of His Majesty
Sultan Haitham Bin Tarik, who
vowed to upgrade the march of
nation building and enhance the
pace of progress, striking a high
note in Omani people’s enthusiasm
for an ambitious renaissance that
covers all spheres of life. Yet, this

death of the Late Sul-
tan, the 11th of January
2020 was a virtually

To answer this wish, the Defence
Council opened the letter of the Late
Sultan who “recommended installing

ADVERTORIAL

On the auspicious occasion of

50th National Day of the

Sultanate of Oman, we would like
to sincerely congratulate the

unforgettable day in the
Omani history. On this
day, Omanis depicted a
unique national saga of
loyalty and devotion
when the Sultanate
surprised the whole
world with a smooth
transition of power. In
gratitude and tribute to
the Late  Sultan,

Haitham Bin Tarik as the Sultan of
Oman due to (what the Late Sultan
perceived as) traits that qualify him to
shoulder the responsibility.”

Omanis bade farewell to “the dear-
est and finest of men” (to quote HM
Sultan Haitham), pleaded mercy on his
soul and recalled his everlasting good
deeds and the legacy of nation building
that he left behind in 49 years during
which Omani citizen were the means

leadership and people of the
Sultanate of Oman.
Abhishek Goyal,
Executive Director,
Aeroprime Group

dynamic environment of
the Sultanate and being
part of its success story.

SalamAir

the

year's celebration was impinged by
sentiments of sour sorrow for
loss of Father of Omani
renaissance, the Late His Majesty
Sultan Qaboos Bin Said Bin Taimour,

monument.

who sculpted this Arabian edifice
from scratch, his vigilant eye not
missing a flaw in any side of the

| SMOOTH TRANSITION OF
POWER:

Despite the immense calamity that
befell Oman, the Arab world and the

unwavering  certitude, the
successor chosen by the Late
monarch to take the helm, given

H.E. HAMED SAIF ABDUL AZIZ AL RAWAHI, AMBASSADOR OF OMAN TO INDIA

Our friendly people and Government of
India!

| convey greetings from His Majesty Sul-
tan Haitham Bin Tarig, Government of the
Sultanate of Oman and the people of
Oman as we celebrate our 50th National
Day. May God bless our country and His
Majesty with long and healthy life.

Yet this year's celebration is impinged by
sentiments of sour sorrow for the loss of

Father of Omani renaissance, the late His
Majesty Sultan Qaboos Bin Said. May God
grant His Majesty eternal paradise. The
Late Majesty fully dedicated his life, lead-
ership and vision to serve his nation and
the world. The Omani-Indian relations dur-
ing his reign enjoyed an exceptional boom
in all the fields, and the successor, His
Majesty Sultan Haitham bin Tarik, commit-
ted to pursue the policy and legacy of his
Late Majesty in strengthening the relations
that already exists between the two coun-
tries.

India-Oman Treaty of Friendship, Navi-
gation and Commerce was also the first of
its kind between India and Arab Nations.
India’s strategic calculations is motivated
by its critical maritime geographical loca-
tion and its 1,200 miles long maritime
boundary connecting it with the vital mar-
itime routes that link up with Europe. In
1830, the Omani ship Sultana was built in
the Mazagaon Shipyard in the Indian city
of Bombay with a maximum load of 312
tons. It was built in the European style, and
was equipped with 14 cannons, and had

square sails carried by three masts. Some
modifications were later made to it in Bom-
bay city, and Muttrah City, Muscat. It was a
great piecework of craftsmen from both
the countries. In fact, it also sailed to New
York along with First Ambassador of Oman
toUSin 1833.

India’s role is pertinent to its food secu-
rity, which supplies wheat, rice, sugar and
other food products to the Gulf. Oman and
India enjoy warm and cordial relations and
linked by geography, history and culture,
which can be traced back to 5,000 years
and historical maritime trade linkages. The
diplomatic relations between the two
countries were established and the rela-
tionship was further upgraded to strategic
partnership.

The two countries stand committed to
cooperate in various sectors inter-alia de-
fense, maritime, security, space, cyber se-
curity, energy and renewable energy.

There are about 7,00,000 Indians living
and working in Oman, as doctors and
nurses, engineers, chartered accountants,
teachers and businessmen.

The relationship and business interac-
tions between the two countries have
come a long way since they were first
made during the Indus Valley civilization.
Today the strength of the relationship
could be rightfully attributed to the vision of
His Majesty, Sultan of Oman HAITHAM BIN
TARIK, and Honourable Prime Minister of
India Shri Narendra Modi, as well as the
harmonious people to people relations.

The world today is witnessing unprece-
dented global health and economic situa-
tions due to the outbreak of COVID-19
pandemic, at this stage a strong will and
concerted efforts is needed to overcome
this crisis, and to continue strengthen the
joint relations between the two countries
at all levels, especially at the economic,
strategic and defence levels.

Besides expressing my thanks to all In-
dians, | wish to greet my colleagues in the
diplomatic and foreign community in India
and Oman as well as the Omani commu-
nity studying, living or visiting India.

Thank you very much. Long Live India
Oman Relationship!

the Royal Family endorsed, with

and mainstay of development.

Celebrating the 50th National Day of Oman
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IDEA OUTSIDE THE BOX

LOK SABHA MP Karti Chidambaram on Tuesday sprang a sur-
prise on the party, suggesting that Congress general secretary
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra should contest the by-election for
Kanyakumari Lok Sabha seat in Tamil Nadu. The seat fell va-
cant with the death of party MP H Vasanthakumar. Karti says
the Congress needs a bold move that will fire up imagination
of the average party worker, and Priyanka’s candidature would
be such a move. But not everyone in the Congress agrees.
Mohan Kumaramangalam, one of the working presidents of
Tamil Nadu Congress, said Priyanka, when she does contest,
should do so from a seat in Uttar Pradesh, or any other Hindi
heartland state. He argued that that would fire up Congress
workers — at a place the party needs them the most.

withdrawn.

FOR EXTENSION

CPILEADER and Member of Parliament Binoy Viswam has de-
manded an extension of the Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Anna
Yojana for six months - until till May 2021. The scheme, which
was launched as a response to the coronavirus pandemic in
March for three months - Aptil, May and June - was extended
up to November. However, no decision has been taken so far to
extend it beyond November. In a letter to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, Viswam has written, “Over 80 crore Indians
avail the benefit of this scheme and its sudden closure will
cause great distress among them." He also made a case for uni-
versalisation of the public distribution system. Food Ministry
sources indicated that the scheme is unlikely to be extended.

ORDER IN, ORDER OUT

ACIRCULAR issued by the medical department of the Railways
Ministry on Monday immediately created a controversy within
the bureaucracy, especially at a time when Indian Railways and
the Railway Board are reeling under Covid-19 infection. The cir-
cular said that railway hospitals should refer its employees only
to other government hospitals, if needed — and only if govern-
ment hospitals do not have facilities for treatment can the em-
ployees be referred to private hospitals. Within internal groups
of officers, the order quickly started being described as "bizarre"
and "ridiculous". Officers suspect the medical department had
not consulted the powers that be before issuing it. So by Tuesday,
another order was issued - this one said Monday's order stands

Amarinder invites
Sidhu to lunch meetlng

KANCHAN VASDEV
CHANDIGARH, NOVEMBER 24

IN WHAT is being seen as a sign
of thaw between Punjab Chief
Minister Amarinder Singh and
his former Cabinet colleague
Navjot Singh Sidhu, the former
has invited the latter to a lunch-
eon meeting on Wednesday.

The meeting comes after al-
most three-month-long efforts
of Congress general secretary
and Punjab affairs in-charge
Harish Rawat to bridge the gulf
between the duo.

While all eyes are on the
meeting, media advisor Raveen
Thukral stated that the meeting
will discuss national and state
politics. “Punjab CM
@capt_amarinder has invited
Navjot Singh Sidhu for lunch to-
morrow (Nov 25). He & @sher-
ryontopp are expected to discuss
state & national politics over the
luncheon meeting,” he tweeted.

Sources close to the CM said
that the meeting will take place at

Amarinder Singh, Navjot
Singh Sidhu

the CM’s farm house near
Chandigarh. The government as
well as the party is tightlipped
about what will transpire in the
meeting but sources said it could
lead toSidhu'sreturnin the Cabinet.

However, sources close to the
CM said, “Tomorrow’s lunch is
about ‘breaking bread to breakice’.
Thereis nothing more to the meet-
ing. It is too early to say anything.
But the CM is firm that if Sidhu is
willing to be reinducted into the
Cabinet, he will not be handed
Local Bodies Department.”

The Cabinet has a vacancy
that was not filled by the CM
ever since Sidhu quit.

Farmers set for march, Haryana to seal
borders, take s__eps“to_lmamtam order

Farmer leaders
held in night raids

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
CHANDIGARH,NOVEMBER 24

TWO DAYS ahead of the farmers’
proposed march to the national
capital tooppose the Centre’s farm
laws, the Haryana government
Tuesday announced that it will
keep the state borders sealed from
November 25 to 27. As Chief
Minister Manohar Lal Khattar de-
clared that the “state will take
every step required to maintain
law and order”, state police
planned additional deployment
and multi-layer barricading on
highways leading in and out of
state. Police also issued a detailed
advisory urging commuters to
modify their travel plans in view
of the farmers’ agitation.

“The state government has de-
cided to seal the Haryana-Punjab
border on November 25 and 26
and Haryana-Delhi border on
November 26 and 27 in view of
the proposed call of ‘Delhi Chalo'...
We will take every step required
to maintain law and order... 1 ap-
peal to farmers that the Delhi
Chalo call given by some outfits
has nomeaning because the three
laws which the Centre enacted are
pro-farmer,” Khattar said.

BENGAL POLLS

Farmers associated with the BKU ( Ugrahan) at Khanauri in
Sangrur district, near the Haryana border. Express

The farmers, however, said
that they will start gathering on
the Ambala-Delhi highway near
Ambala from November 25.

A comprehensive travel advi-
sory mentioned the commuters
may face traffic blockages on
roads atentry points from Punjab
into Haryana on November 25
and November 26 and on entry
points from Haryana into Delhion
November 26 and November 27.
Officials said strictness along the

borders with Punjab will be im-
posed for three days beginning
Wednesday.

The primary objective of these
arrangements is to maintain
proper law and order to prevent
any kind of violence, facilitate func-
tioning of traffic and public trans-
port systems and to ensure public
peace and order. The instructions
inforce due to Covid-19 pandemic
situation have also been kept in
mind,” police spokesperson said.

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
CHANDIGARH,NOVEMBER 24

AHEAD OF the farmers’ protest
march to Delhi, Haryana Police
on Tuesday took as many as 72
farmer leaders into preventive
custody in multiple night raids,
inviting sharp reactions from the
Opposition and the farming
community.

Farmer leaders said that police
conducted raids between 1 am
and 3 am and in some cases even
scaled walls of homes to detain
sleeping members of farm unions.
CM Manohar Lal Khattar con-
firmed that “some farmer leaders”
had been taken into custody by
police, a move that the Congress
described as “shameful”.

According to senior Congress
leader Randeep Singh Surjewala,
farmer leaders including Karam
Singh Mathana, Satyawan
Kathura, Kala Kanoh, Satyawan
Narwal and Prahalad Singh
Bharukhera were arrested from

‘Insider-outsider’ to be key theme of TMC

DIPANKARGHOSE
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 24

BESIDES DEVELOPMENT, “insider
vsoutsider” will be one of the pri-
mary themes of the Trinamool
Congress’s campaign for the up-
coming Assembly elections in
West Bengal, according to party
leaders.

The party, they said, will push
the idea that the BJP, which is be-
ing seen as its primary contender
as it tries to retain power in the
state for the third time, has
brought in “people from outside”
who do not understand Bengal.

Trinamool supremo and
Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee
will address a public rally in
Bankura on Wednesday, her first

Came together
to keep state
united: Farooq

Srinagar: National Conference
(NC) president Farooq Abdullah
on Tuesday urged the people to
ensure the victory of the
People's Alliance for Gupkar
Declaration (PAGD) candidates
by huge margins in the DDC
polls so that it succeeds in its
aim of restoration of the special
status of Jammu and Kashmir
which was revoked by the
Centre in August last year.

“If we have to succeed, then
you should vote only for the al-
liance. This alliance was formed
to restore our identity, restore
the statehood and that which
was taken away from us -- the
Articles 370 and 35-A. We have
come together to keep this state
united,” he said in a video re-
leased by the PAGD.

Abdullah is under self-isola-
tion after a member of his
household staff tested positive
for Covid. PTI

public rally since the pandemic
began, virtually beginning what
is expected to be a fierce political
contest.

Asenior Trinamool leader said
thatover the next few months, the
party will emphasise “lack of lo-
calleadership in the BJP".

On its social media handles,
the Trinamool has already
launched a campaign, likely to be
a slogan through the election —
“Banglar Gorbo Mamata(Bengal's
pride Mamata)".

“Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee is the pride of Bengal.
Who does the BJP have to counter
her? It is a point the TMC will
make: look at the BJP team in
Bengal. Amit Shah is leading the
charge, the state in-charges are
Kailash Vijayvargiya, Amit

Mamata Banerjee in
Bankura district. P11

Malviyaand Arvind Menon. They
do not understand Bengal. They
are only pushing divisiveness
while we will push development
and the Bengali identity,” a TMC
leader said.

ISSUES OF ‘COMMON INTEREST’ DISCUSSED

US embassy envoys meet NC,
Apni Party leaders in Jammu

ARUNSHARMA
JAMMU,NOVEMBER 24

TWO ENVOYS from the US em-
bassy in New Delhi called onrep-
resentatives of two mainstream
political parties and a security an-
alyst in Jammu on Tuesday and
discussed issues of “commonin-
terest” in the Union Territory af-
ter the withdrawal of special sta-
tus and bifurcation of the
erstwhile state of Jammu and
Kashmir, according to the
National Conference (NC) and
Apni Party.

Sources said minister coun-
selor for political affairs in the US
Embassy Graham Mayer and sen-
ior political adviser A Sukesh held
nearly an hour-long meeting sep-
arately with NC's provincial pres-
ident Devinder Rana, Apni Party
spokesperson Vikram Malhotra,

Maharashtra to give rations, aid to
Mumbai sex workers during pandemic

TABASSUM
BARAGARWALA
MUMBAI,NOVEMBER 24

TO COPE with the effects of the
lockdown, the Maharashtra gov-
ernment has decided to give fi-
nancial aid and 5-kg ration to
5,600 sex workers of Mumbai
every month till the Covid-19 pan-
demicis over.

But even as Maharashtra be-
came the first state in October to
issue a government resolution to
this effect, NGOs have pointed that
alarger share of sex workers - in-
cluding some with no proof of
identity like ration card, Aadhaar
card or bank account - are missing
from government's list of benefi-
ciaries to get the financial aid.

Each sex worker will receive
Rs 5,000 per month along with
three kg of wheat and two kg of

rice. Children of sex workers who
go to school will receive Rs 2,500
permonth to support their online
education.

Mumbai's vast community of
sex workers are one of the worst
hit by the pandemic. Physical dis-
tancing norms have forced their
business to shut. In September,
Durbar Mahila Samanvay
Committee, a collective of sex
workers, had approached the
Supreme Court highlighting that
the community was facing short-
age of food and shelter as well as
financial crisis.

On September 29, the SC had
directed all states to provide dry
ration to sex workers without in-
sisting on proof of identity. The
court asked the states to not only
provide ration to those sex work-
ers who had approached it but
also to reach out to more.

The state women and child

development(WCD)department
has so far prepared a list of 5,600
sex workers and their 1,592 chil-
dren in Mumbai with the help of
Mumbai District Aids Control
Society (MDACS).

While the dry ration will be
distributed without insistence on
identification proof, the govern-
ment has insisted on bank details
and Aadhaar card number for di-
rect benefit transfer of Rs 5,000
every month. “An NGO has to
write areferral letter identifyinga
sex worker. What happens to
those who are not associated with
any NGO, how will they get finan-
cial aid? Most do not even have a
bank account or Aadhaar card,”
said Priti Patkar from anti-traffick-
ing NGO Prerana.

The MDACS works with sex
workersand NGOs to preventand
treat HIV infection. Its officials
have found the process of identi-

fying a sex worker, when most
preferto useapseudonym,anim-
pediment in enlisting them as
beneficiaries.

The data with MDACS, which
functions under the National
Aids Control Society, shows
there are 14,000 sex workers
registered in Mumbai. But so far,
ithas managed to pass on names
of only 5,600. When contacted,
Dr Shrikala Acharya, project di-
rector of MDACS, said, “Based on
what the government asked us
to do, we have provided infor-
mation for sex workers who
have bank accounts and Aadhaar
cards...”

Prema Gadge, Deputy WCD
officer for Mumbai city, said
Aadhaar card and bank account
details are necessary to ensure
there is no duplication. “We need
bank account details for direct
benefit transfer...”

NC's Devinder Rana with
Graham Mayer and A Sukesh

and security analyst Brigadier Anil
Gupta (retired).

The US envoys are likely to
meet BJP leaders here on
Wednesday.

Sources said discussions
ranged on issues from 4G to
post-Article 370 scenario, espe-
cially the mood of the people at
large and the coming District
Development Council (DDC)
elections. They also discussed

Thatthe Trinamool leadership
is not taking the BJP lightly is evi-
dentby the selection of the venue
for Banerjee’s first rally after the
pandemic.

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah visited Bankura just a week
ago. Addressing a gathering
Monday, the TMC supremo de-
scribed Shah'’s recent visit to a
tribal household in Bankura for
lunch as “show off” and claimed
that the food items served to the
BJPleader were cooked at five-star
hotels — the allegation has been
rubbished by the BJP.

Shealso hit out at Shah forap-
parently mistaking a statue of a
tribal hunter for that of freedom
fighter Birsa Munda.

Banerjee is spending twodays
in Bankura. Among the 18 Lok

the Praja Parishad movement in
Jammu to analyse reasons be-
hind the pent-up feeling of dis-
crimination among Jammu res-
idents in the erstwhile state,
according to the parties.

In a statement, the NC said
Mayer and Sukesh called onRana
and spoke on issues of “common
interest” with “focus on socio-cul-
tural richness of unique and di-
verse” J&K. They discussed a var-
ied range of subjects, including
environment, tourism, academ-
icsand sharing of knowledge and
ideasaimed at promoting univer-
sal brotherhood, amity and tran-
quility between the communities,
the party stated.

Apni Party spokesperson
Vikram Malhotra said they dis-
cussed the current political situa-
tion in J&K and the coming DDC
elections, and the emergence of
Apni Party,among other issues.

different parts of the state.

“All this shows how the gov-
ernment is afraid of the agitation
of farmers,” said a farmer leader.

“These are preventive arrests,”
Haryana DGP Manoj Yadava said
Tuesday.

Police also conducted araid at
the Ratia residence of farmer
leader Mandeep Nathwan in the
midnight, but he was not at his
residence that time.

Later, inarecorded video mes-
sage Nathwan said, “The Khattar
government is adopting an op-
pressive policy to stop farmers...
Many of our leaders have beende-
tained duringraids that took place
at1am. Thisagitationwon'tbeal-
lowed to be suppressed. The farm-
ers will go to Delhi in every cir-
cumstance.”

According to reports, police is
alsolooking for Haryana Bhartiya
Kisan Union (BKU) chief Gurnam
Singh Chaduni, who is the main
face of the farmers' agitationin the
state. FULLREPORTON
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campaign

Sabha seats the BJPwon in Bengal
in 2019 are Bankura and
Bishnupur, which cover 13
Assembly segments.

In the run-up to Banerjee’s
rally, the Trinamool has organised
a press conference a day on vari-
ousissues and addressed by a dif-
ferent leader or minister.

“Not only in Kolkata, we are
also holding district-level press
conferences regularly. This is also
to show our bench strength as a
party. While Mamata Banerjee is
our leader, we have other Bengali
stalwarts who are part of the TMC.
Leaders Bengalis know and recog-
nise. The issues being raised are
also positive. One day on health-
care, another day on what has
been done for women,” a senior
party leader said.

BJP targets
Cong, NC over
Roshni scam

New Delhi/Jammu: With the
probe into the Roshni land scam
showing many political leaders
as alleged illegal beneficiaries,
the ruling BJP on Tuesday
stepped up its attack on
Congress and  National
Conference leaders in J&K.
Addressing reporters, Union
minister Ravi Shankar Prasad
sought a thorough probe.
Pointing out that the names of
several top politicians, including
NC leader Farooq Abdullah and
former state ministers from his
party and the Congress, have
come to the fore, he said: “There
was a conscious loot by powerful
people of forest land and getting
benefits under the Roshni Act,
which has been declared uncon-
stitutional by the high court.”
Union minister Anurag
Thakur described the leaders of
Gupkar alliance as “gang of land
encroachers”. ENS

Andhra to set up 4 harbours,
25 aqua hubs to promote fishing

SREENIVASJANYALA
HYDERABAD, NOVEMBER 24

THE ANDHRA Pradesh govern-
ment is set to begin work on four
fishing harbours and 25 aqua
hubs toencourage fishing activity,
provide livelihood and employ-
ment to fishermenand to prevent
them from migrating to other
states in search of work

The four harbours will be con-
structed atan estimated cost of Rs
1,510 crore at Juvvaladinne in
Nellore district, Uppada in East
Godavari district, Nizampatnam
in  Guntur district, and
Machilipatnam in Krishna district.
The aqua hubs, meanwhile, will
be set up in each of the state’s 25
Parliamentary constituencies.

Chief Minister Y S Jagan
Mohan Reddy laid the foundation
stones for the fishing harbours

Chief Minister Y S Jagan
Mohan Reddy

and aqua hubs virtually, and the
construction workis scheduled to
begin from December 15 after the
bidding process is complete.
Jagansaid that despite having
the second-longest coastline in
India, there is alarge migration of
fishermen from Andhra Pradesh
toother states. He also noted that
attimes, fishermen from Andhra
have been jailed in other coun-

New Delhi

tries — he pointed to the recent
release of fishermen from
Srikakulam and Vizianagaram
districts, who were working in
Gujarat and were caught in
Pakistani waters and subse-
quently jailed in that country.

State Fisheries Minister S
Appalarajusaid that the enhanced
facilities will boost marine catch
by over 3 lakh tonne and will pro-
vide direct and indirect employ-
ment to 50-80,000 people.

The state will invest around
Rs 3,500 crore to develop the
four harbours and aqua hubs.
The government will also en-
courage aqua culture, fresh wa-
ter fish farming, aqua product
bazaars, and storage and mar-
keting facilities. Four other fish-
ing harbours are proposed to be
developed at a later stage and
they will cater to over 7 lakh fish-
ermen in the state.

Kerala CM Pinarayi Vijayan

Kerala to bring
in ordinance

to withdraw
social media
legislation

SHAJUPHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
NOVEMBER 24

THE KERALA government on
Tuesday decided to bring an ordi-
nance to withdraw the controver-
sial amendment to the Kerala
Police Act mandatingajail term for
any “offensive” social media post.

The amendment had trig-
gered protests from various quar-
tersand left the CPM central lead-
ership red-faced.

On Friday, Governor Arif
Mohammad Khan approved the
ordinance incorporating the new
sectionof 118(A). The government
had envisaged punishment up to
a five-year jail term, but the
Governor reduced it to three
years. The government, however,
announced on Monday that it
would not go ahead with imple-
menting the amendment.

Asthe protests continued and
the Opposition questioned thein-
tention behind freezing the
amendment, the government
was left with little option but to
withdraw it.

Afterameeting Tuesday, Chief
Minister Vijayan said the cabinet
had decided to recommend the
Governor toissue an ordinance to
withdraw the earlier one incorpo-
rating section 118 (A) in the Act.
The new ordinance would be
brought as Kerala Police
(Amendment) Withdrawing
Ordinance, 2020.

He said the amendment was
brought in against the backdrop
of increasing instances of social
media abuse against women and
mounting protest from civil soci-
ety against such harassment. The
amendment was aimed at pre-
venting circulation of fake and
defamatory news, he said.

However, various quarters of
society raised concerns and the
government considered the opin-
ion that the amendment would
give excessive power to police and
chances of misuse of the new law
are high, he said.

Vijayan said that in this issue
too, the government is sticking to
its approach to lend ears to the
opinions emerging from society.
As concerns still linger about the
amendment, the government is
of the opinion that it is suitable to
withdraw the ordinance, he said.

Editors Guild
urges Kerala
CM to withdraw
amendment

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 24

THE EDITORS Guild of India on
Tuesday demanded that Kerala’s
Chief Minister must withdraw
the Kerala Police Act 118 A
amendment as it will “deeply
hurt the cause of free speech”.

In a statement issued on
Tuesday, the Guild said that it
“urges the Chief Minister of
Kerala to withdraw the disturb-
ing amendment to the Kerala
Police Act 118 A immediately,
which provides for upto three
years of punishment for publi-
cation of material with aninten-
tion to intimidate, insult, or de-
fame any person through social
media”.

“Although the government
has placed the amendment on
hold until discussed by the state
assembly and has given an as-
surance to the Kerala High Court
that the state police will not take
any adverse actions, but the ordi-
nance is still in force and has the
potential for grave misuse and
should be withdrawn forth-
with,” the Guild stated.

It further mentioned that the
amendment “would deeply hurt
the cause of free speech and free-
dom of press as it gives unbri-
dled powers to the police to tar-
get political opposition and the
press in the name of monitoring
content on social media” and
again iterated it that be with-
drawn immediately.
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BRIEFLY

The missile hit a target
in Bay of Bengal. Twitter

BrahMosland
attackcruise
missile tested

Pune: The Army Tuesday
successfully tested its
BrahMos supersonic land
attack cruise missile from
Andaman & Nicobar Isla-
nds, hitting a target in Bay
of Bengal. The test comes
over a month after the
Naval version of BrahMos
supersonic cruise missile
was successfully test fired
from Navy’s indigenously-
built stealth destroyer INS
Chennai, hitting a target in
the Arabian Sea. ENS

JAMMU & KASHMIR
Pak mankilled
ininfiltration bid
in Samba sector

Jammu: A Pakistan na-
tional was killed Tuesday
morning after BSF person-
nel foiled an infiltration
bid through the interna-
tional border in Samba
sector. The deceased has
been identified as Abdul
Hamid of Chaman Khurd
in Shakargarh area of
Pakistan. The body was
later handed over to Pakis-
tani Rangers at a flag
meeting. BSF troops are on
high alert following the re-
cent infiltration by four
Jaish-e-Mohammad mili-
tants who were later
gunned down at Ban Toll
Plaza along the Jammu-
Srinagar highway. ENS

ODISHA

Couple tries
self-immolation
outside House

Bhubaneswar: A couple
from Nayagarh district in
Odisha tried to immolate
themselves outside the
Assembly on Tuesday, al-
leging noactioninthe case
pertaining to the abduc-
tion and murder of their
five-year-old daughter.
Security personnel took
them into custody and
sent them home, police
said. The couple said that
their daughter went miss-
ing on July 10 and her re-
mains were found two
weeks later. Though a po-
lice complaint, no action
was taken, they alleged.
“The main accused is a
minister’s aide. So no one
has taken any action,” the
girl's father alleged. ENS

for funds: what states told PM

IN AN online interaction with
Chief Ministers on Tuesday, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi warned
against any laxity in fighting the
pandemic and called for meas-
ures to reduce the positivity and
fatality rates. The Indian Express
takes alookat what the states told
the Prime Minister:

MAHARASHTRA: Chief Minis-
ter Uddhav Thackeray requested
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
toinstruct all the political parties
to refrain from holding political
protests and not to play politics
with lives of people during the
pandemic. “All our efforts may
fail and it may invite the Covid
wave,” he said. Thackeray’s re-
quest comes against the back-
drop of the protests that the BJP
organised across the state over
the reopening of places of wor-
ship and on inflated power bills
inMaharashtra. He said the gov-
ernment is working as per the
Centre’s instructions and a task
force has been set up to manage
vaccination in the state.

KERALA: Chief Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan pointed to the financial
crisis being faced by Kerala and
demanded the Centre to allot
funds to give financial assistance
for the families of those who have
died of Covid-19. He said the de-
layinallotting GST compensation
to the state should be avoided and
the demands of the states should
be factored in the recommenda-
tions of the 15th Finance
Commission, he said, according
to a statement. The states should
be given more freedom in the
utilisation of the state disaster re-
sponse fund, said Vijayan.

WEST BENGAL: Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee said the Covid

PM Modi and Home Minister Amit Shah during the virtual meet with CMs Tuesday. P11

situationis under control, urging
the PM to send funds to tackle the
pandemic. Lamenting the non-
payment of Rs 8,500 crore in GST
dues, she said the state has al-
ready spent around Rs 4,000
crore for Covid management but
the Centre has only released Rs
193 crore. Participating in the
video conference from Bankura,
Banerjee said the country is look-
ing forward to an early vaccina-
tion programme and assured that
her state is fully prepared for it
with adequate human resources
and infrastructure. She said that
despite massive rail movement
and Durga Puja, Kali Puja and
Chhatth festivities, West Bengal
has seen improvement in terms
of the fatality, positivity and re-
covery rates.

HARYANA: Chief Minister
Manohar Lal Khattar said testing
inHaryana hasreached 1.24 lakh
per million, higher than the na-
tional average. He said an analysis
of data pointed to high case load
from districts around NCR. After
the meeting, the Chief Minister
announced restrictions on gath-
erings across the state from
November 26, especially in six

PM likely to visit Serum
Institute over weekend

SUSHANT KULKARNI
& ANURADHA
MASCARENHAS
PUNE,NOVEMBER 24

PRIME MINISTER Narendra Modi
is likely to visit the Serum
Institute of India and Gennova
Biopharmaceuticals — two insti-
tutes in Pune in various stages of
producing and testing a vaccine
against coronavirus — over the
weekend to understand the
process of vaccine production
and distribution.

While Serum Institute is test-
ing and manufacturing the
Oxford-AstraZeneca vaccine can-
didate, Gennova Biopharmace-
uticalsisall settostart Phase 1 hu-
man clinical trials of its own
vaccine candidate.

Pune Divisional Commi-
ssioner Saurabh Rao said the local
administration and police ma-
chinery were waiting for an offi-
cial communication about the
proposed visit of the Prime
Minister. District Collector Rajesh
Deshmukh also said the adminis-

In Uttarakhand,
a festive attempt to
check migration

LALMANIVERMA
DEHRADUN, NOVEMBER 24

RESPONDING TO a call of Rajya
Sabha MP from Uttarakhand
Anil Baluni, many MPs, MLAs
and state ministers are going to
their villages to celebrate Igas, a
folk festival held 11 days after
Diwali and also called Budh
Diwali in the hill-state's Kumaon
region, on Wednesday.

Ajay Bhatt, BJP MP from
Nainital-Udham Singh Nagar,
who will celebrate Igas at
Dankhal village in Almora dis-
trict, said: “Following migration,
villages are getting deserted and
I have raised this issue in
Parliament as well. If people re-
turn to their native places to cel-
ebrate festivals and get con-
nected to their roots, it may lead
to areverse-migration.”

According to folklore, news
of Ram’s return to Ayodhya
reached people in the hills of
present-day Uttarakhand 11
days later, and thus Igas is cele-

brated 11 days after Diwali.

State WCD Minister Rekha
Arya said she has over the
years celebrated Igas in
Dehradun, Haldwani and
Bareilly, but this time is going to
her village - Sonadipokhri in
Someshwar. “The children
should know about our festivals
and local cuisine.”

Arya said the idea came last
year from Baluni, the BJP's na-
tional media in-charge.

“The objective of my appeal
to the people to celebrate Igas at
their villages is to reestablish the
old glory of this lok parva (folk
festival) and preserve the cul-
tural heritage associate with it,”
Baluni said.

BJP MLA from Badrinath
Mahendra Bhatt, who has gone
to his village, Brahmanthana in
Chamoli district, said, “The aim
is to give a message to migrants
to return home. Many people
come home during Diwali, and
if they stay on, they will under-
stand our rich local cultural her-
itage better.”

tration was waiting for an official
communication.

In view of this, a ‘familiarisa-
tion visit’ to Pune of foreign am-
bassadors and high commission-
ers on November 27 has been
postponed to December 4. The
foreign ambassadors and high
commissioners are also expected
tovisit the Serum Institute of India
and Gennova Biopharmaceuticals
during their one-day visit.

Local administration officials,
however, said they had started
preparing the groundwork for the
PM'svisit. Top administrative and
police officials from Pune and
Pimpri-Chinchwad have held
meetings about various arrange-
ments to be made for the visit of
the PM and diplomats.

Meanwhile, in an email re-
sponse to queries by The Indian
Express, Adar Poonawalla, CEO of
Serum Institute, said that Phase 3
trials of the Covishield vaccine
were underway.

“While UK trial results have
beenreleased, we expect the data
on the Indian trials to be out
withinamonth or so,” he said.

KERALA
Customs arrests
Sivasankar in gold
smuggling case

Thiruvananthapuram: The Cust-
oms, which is probing a case re-
lating to smuggling of gold thro-
ugh diplomatic cargo,on Tuesday
arrested M Sivasankar, former
principal secretary to the Kerala
Chief Minister. The suspended
senior IAS officer has been in ju-
dicial custody
after the Enforc-
ement
Directorate ar-
rested him on
October 28 in
connection with Sivasankar
alleged money

laundering in-

volved in the smuggling.

In the application submitted
in the district sessions court in
Ernakulam, the Customs said they
have been able to get “direct in-
criminating materials against
Sivasankar of his involvement and
being concerned in the smuggling
of gold”. The officials recorded his
arrest at the district jail in Ernak-
ulam, where he has been lodged.
Sivasankar was arrested two days
before the courtis slated to consid-
er his bail plea in the ED case. The
Customs on Wednesday would
seek his custody for 10 days. ENS

districts adjoining NCR. He also
said that Haryana will notimpose
night curfew but “more strictness
is being focused upon during the
day hours when people tend to
gather and crowds are formed”.

CHHATTISGARH: Chief Minis-
ter Bhupesh Baghel said the Covid
situation was “under control” in
the state. He said the positivity
rate was 4 per cent in July, 8 per
cent in August, 15 per cent in
September, 10.5 per cent in
October, reducing to 7 per cent in
November. He said the fatality
rate stood at 1 per cent in
October-November. He said the
state has enough testing equip-
ment and beds.

GUJARAT: Chief Minister Vijay
Rupani pointed to arrangements
to deal with the post-Diwali
spike in the number of cases. As
per an official statement, the
state government pointed to
night curfew, weekend curfew
and restrictions on gatherings,
besides anumber of vacant beds,
increasing the effectiveness of
ambulance services and the 104
fever helpline which 2.78 lakh
people have sought help from.

He also mentioned heightened
community surveillance. “I want
toreassure the people of Gujarat
that the situation is completely
under control. There is no need
to panic,” he said. He said two
committees have been formed
tooversee the vaccination drive.

RAJASTHAN: Chief Minister
Ashok Gehlot requested thateach
state should only use the RT-PCR
method for testing, pointing out
that Rajasthan and Tamil Nadu
were the only states where 100
per cent of the tests were carried
out this way. He said that due to
the state’s initiatives, the death
rate is constantly below 1 per
cent, and at present it is 0.89 per
cent, said an official release from
the Rajasthan government. He
also spoke of increased capacity
of hospital beds, ensuring more
ventilators and strengthening the
oxygen supply system.
WITHENS INPUTS FROM
MUMBAI, KOLKATA,
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
RAIPUR, CHANDIGARH,
AHMEDABAD AND JAIPUR
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TRACKING INDIA’S COVID CURVE

9 CASES:
201 91,717,840

DAYS SINCE
PANDEMIC

1 >

TESTS: 13,36,82,275 | DOUBLING RATE: 149.49%*

RECOVERED: 86,04,955
DEATHS:1,34,218
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KEY STATES TOTAL SURGEIN | 7-DAYAVG | DOUBLING
TOWATCH CASES 24HOURS | GROWTH* | TIME**
mMaharashtra |1784,361 | 4,153 0.28% | 25715
mKerala 5,66,453 3,758 1.02% 70.78
mDelhi 5,34,317 4,454 1.27% | 56.77
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* Compounded Daily Growth Rate over last 7 days

**Calculated over 7-day growth
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Deaths as a ratio of
positive cases (in %);
indicator of progress

in averting deaths
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Positives against
number tested
(in %); indicator of
the spread of disease

Data as on November 23, released by Union Ministry of Health, ICMR and states. Often daily numbers
include data from previous days. As such, trends based on daily numbers are indicative, not definitive

42,314

Becoming sick vs
recovering; more
recoveries for 14 days
may signal the peak

- From vaccine-readiness to need TRP fraud case: Police file

1,400-page chargesheet

Republic media, News Nation owners named as accused

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI,NOVEMBER 24

THE MUMBAI Police Crime
Branch on Monday filed a 1,400~
page chargesheet in the alleged
fake Television Rating Points (TRP)
case, naming six channels, includ-
ing those of Republic Media
Network and News Nation, as al-
legedly paying money to boost
TRPs for around two years.

The owners of Republic media
and News Nation have been
named as wanted accused in the
chargesheet. The police said they
were likely to charge themin a
supplementary chargesheet later.

The police said that all named
in the chargesheet were free-to-
air channels and relied solely on
advertisement revenue as a
means of income.

The chargesheet comes a day
before the Mumbai Police is set to
submitits investigationreportina
sealed cover before the Bombay
High Court, which is hearing a
plea by Republic media seeking
that the FIR against it be quashed.

While in October, police had

HC grants interim
protection from
arrest to Kangana,
sister Rangoli

OMKAR GOKHALE
MUMBAI,NOVEMBER 24

IN A relief to actor Kangana
Ranaut and her sister Rangoli
Chandel, the Bombay High Court
onTuesday granted them interim
protection from any coercive ac-
tion, including arrest, by Mumbai
Police in an FIR registered against
them for alleged hate posts and
statements on social and elec-
tronic media.

The courtalsorecordedand ac-
cepted a statement by her sisters’
lawyer that they will respond to
summons and appear before the
investigating officer of Bandra po-
lice station on January 8 between
12 and 2 pm to record their state-
ments. The court noted thatinves-
tigation in the case will continue.

Adivision bench of Justices S
S Shinde and M S Karnik was
hearinga plea by Ranaut and her
sister filed through advocate
Rizwan Siddiquee, challenging
Bandra magistrate’s order to
Mumbai Police to take cog-
nizance of complaint against the
sisters and summons issued to
them to appear before police.
The plea also sought to quash
“absolutely vague and baseless”
FIR filed against them.

Last month, the Metropolitan
Magistrate’s court at Bandra had
ordered the police toinvestigate
acomplaint filed by Munawwar
Ali Sayyed, a Bollywood casting
director and fitness trainer,
which referred to Ranaut’s and
Chandel’s tweets and other
statements.

Kerala woman takes back rape
charge against health inspector

SHAJUPHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
NOVEMBER 24

TWO MONTHS after she accused
ajunior health inspector of rape
when she went to him to obtain
a Covid-negative certificate —
triggering outrage in Kerala — the
woman on Tuesday told the High
Court that it was consensual sex
and that she filed the complaint
at the behest of her relatives.

OnTuesday, the court granted
bail to Pradeep Kumar, 44, after
going through the woman'’s affi-
davit. The court also directed po-
lice to take appropriate action in
accordance with law against the
woman and her relatives, who
were allegedly involved in mak-
ing the false allegation.

The case, which emerged in
early September, had snow-
balled into a major issue, dent-
ing the image of the state health
department at the time of the
pandemic. Kumar lost his job
and spent 77 days in jail before
he was granted bail.

Granting him bail, judge PV
Kunhikrishnan said, “The crimi-

The case had
snowballed into a
major issue, denting
the image of the state
health department at
the time of the
pandemic

naljustice delivery system cannot
go on like this. Based on a false
complaint, a person is in jail for
about 77 days. This court cannot
shutits eye in such situations.”

“The Director General of
Police should take this case very
seriously and do the needful and
file areport based on the inquiry
before the court in three
months,” the judge said.

On August 30, the com-
plainant, a home nurse in
Malappuram, who had earlier
tested positive for Covid, got in
touch with Kumar, who was the
healthinspector at Kulathupuzha
primary health centre in Kollam
district, for inter-district travel.
Next day, after testing negative,
she contacted Kumar again to ob-

tain a Covid-negative certificate.
As advised by him, she went to his
residence in Pangode village in
Thiruvananthapuram district.

The woman, in her statement
to the police later, alleged that
Kumar gagged and raped her at
his home, and threatened her to
remain silent.

OnSeptember 7, the healthin-
spector was arrested after the
complaint was lodged. After two
unsuccessful attempts at obtain-
ingbail from the High Court, a third
bail application was moved on
Tuesday along with the woman’s
affidavit, in which she said it was
consensual sex and that she did
not want to pursue the case.

Referring to the affidavit, the
courtsaid, “The personalliberty of
a citizen is his fundamental right
under Article 21 of the
Constitution of India. This is a fit
caseinwhich the petitioner should
bereleased on bail forthwith. This
should be taken very seriously.
Nobody should make such false
complaintagainsta person.” It said
theallegation tarnished theimage
of health workers in the state. If
anybody is responsible for that, the
law of the land should act swiftly.

New Delhi

said channels were paying money
to intermediaries like employees
of Hansa Research Group —which
measures TRPs on behalf of Bro-
adcast Audience Research Council
(BARC) — to boost it, the charg-
esheet talks about another man-
ner in which TRPs were boosted.

Assistant Inspector Sachin
Vaze from the Crime Intelligence
Unit (CIU), which is probing the
case, said: “Apart from paying
money to boost TRPs, we have
found that Republic network
took the help of dual Logical
Channel Number (LCN) to boost
TRP. Using LCN would show that
aparticular channel was not only
being watched by people in the
news channel section, but also by
those watching the channels in
the kids section. By showing the
channel on two frequencies, its
TRPincreased.”

“Thisis against TRAI(Telecom
Regulatory Authority of India)
guidelines,” he said, adding that
they will also look into the role of
cable operators.

Insynopsis of the chargesheet,
police said, “Hansa Vision Private
Limited is the holding company of

HansaResearch Group. During in-
vestigation, it has come to light
that the former had monetaryre-
lations with TV channels. It has
been found that the company did
not reveal this to BARC.”

Of the 12 people charges-
heeted in the case, five are former
Hansa Research Group employ-
ees,owners of news channels and
one Republic media employee -
assistant vice-president (distribu-
tion) Ghanshyam Singh, currently
behind bars. The statements of
nearly 140 witnesses have been
attached to the chargesheet.

The charges applied relate to
cheating, forgery, criminal con-
spiracy and destruction of evi-
dence with the maximum sen-
tence of 10 years.

“We have filed a chargesheet
against 12 people today. The in-
vestigation against the rest con-
tinues and we will be filing further
chargesheets,” Vaze said.

He added that while the
probe began after Hansa em-
ployees named India Today
channel —which was mentioned
inthe FIR —“itturned outtobe a
bogus claim”.

Showik’s friend, one other
granted bail in drugs case

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI,NOVEMBER 24

ASPECIAL court on Tuesday gran-
ted bail to two men arrested by
Narcotics Control Bureau (NCB)
inconnection with the drugs case
following the death of actor
Sushant Singh Rajput. Actor Rhea
Chakraborty and her brother Sho-
wik were also named as accused
inthe case.

The accused, Ankush Arneja
and Suryadeep Malhotra, were ar-
rested in September. The two,
through lawyer Taraq Sayyed,
submitted to the court that the
NCBarrested them on the basis of
statements of co-accused record-
ed under Section 67 of Narcotic
Drugs and Psychotropic Substan-
ces Act.Sayyed submitted that af-
ter the Supreme Court order last
month ruling that statements
recorded under Section 67 cannot

be admissible as confessional
statements, the NCB does not have
enough evidence to continue to
keep them in custody.

The NCB said Malhotra, a
friend of Showik, was arrested on
the basis of a statement of a co-ac-
cused. The defence submitted that
there was no recovery from him.
Against Arneja, the NCB said his
name had cropped up in the
probe into his links with co-ac-
cused Anuj Keswani, from whom
commercial quantity was alleged
to have been seized.

The defence submitted that
based onone statement alone, the
accused cannot be kept behind
bars, and also stated that Whats-
App chats cannot be the sole evi-
dence toformthe basis of the case.

The court allowed the bail ap-
plications of the twoaccused ona
personal bond of Rs 50,000 with
conditions, including depositing
their passports.

Arnab urges SC to issue notice to
Maharashtra Assembly Speaker

New Delhi: Journalist Arnab Gos-
wami urged the Supreme Court
on Tuesday to issue notice to the
Maharashtra Assembly Speaker
to clarify his stand on the
claim of a House official who
said he sent a letter to the jour-
nalist in a matter of alleged
breach of privilege motion at the
Speaker’s direction.

A bench headed by Chief
Justice S A Bobde initially ob-
served thatit might be “necessary
in all probability to serve the
Speaker” to know his version, but
later adjourned the hearing on

Goswami’s plea by two weeks
saying that it has not gone through
thereply of the assistant secretary
of the Assembly.

The court had on November 6
issued a show cause notice to
Vilas Athawale, Assistant
Secretary of Maharashtra Vidhan
Mandal Sachivalaya, asking him
to explain as to why contempt
proceedings be not initiated
against him for his letter to the
journalist seeming to “intimi-
date” him for approaching the
apex courton theissue of alleged
breach of privilege motion. PTI

(Goa govt issues cess
notice to JSW Steel,
company moves HC

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
PANAJI,NOVEMBER 24

STATING THAT the company fail-
ed torespond to two remindersas
wellas a hearing, the Goa govern-
ment has fined JSW Steel Limited
more than Rs 156 crore towards
unpaid cess under Goa Rural
Improvement and Welfare Cess
Act, 2001, for transport of coal.

According to a notice sent by
the government on November 9,
which emerged late Monday
night, the company was given
time up to November 24
(Tuesday)to pay the amount. JSW
isamong 19 corporatesissued no-
tices —inall, cess dues have been
estimated atover Rs200.73 crore,
including JSW's purported liabil-
ity of over Rs 156.34 crore.

In a statement on Tuesday,
JSW said it has challenged the
matter in High Court and it will
come up for hearing on
November 26.“|SW defended the
challenge on maintainability of
the petition by stating that the

constitutional vires of the Act was
being challenged in the instant
case, which did not require the is-
suance of any particular notice,”
the company said in a statement.

Under the 2001 law, owners of
all“carrier transporting material”
are supposed to pay a cess under
schedule-I, with the amount go-
ing towards rural improvement.
Goa government has estimated
this cost at Rs 50 per ton for
3,12,69,986 metric ton of coal
transported through Mormugao
Port Trust to the JSW plant in
Karnataka between July 2014 and
July 2018, the notice stated.

According to officials, the first
notice was issued on September
9 this year, and the second on
September 29, both of which re-
ceived no response from the
company. The company also
failed to appear in the hearing,
and later, on October 13, sought
more time citing Covid-19 restric-
tions, officials said. The letter was
sent by South Margao office of
Transport to JSW Steel Limited's
Mumbai head office.
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PERMANENT COMMISSION FOR WOMEN
Plea in SC challenges
selection process

KRISHN KAUSHIK
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 24

DAYS AFTER the Army made pub-
lic results of a selection board —
granting Permanent Commission
to422 women officers out of 615
applicants — an application was
filed in the Supreme Court chal-
lenging the selection process.
The petition, filed by lawyers
Archana Pathak Dave and
Chitrangda Rastravara on behalf
of Lt Colonel Ashu Yadav and 10
other petitioners, will be taken
up in court on Wednesday.
According to the application,
the process was conducted in a
“prejudicial manner”. It says less
than half the applicants have ac-
tually been granted Permanent
Commission, and not 422.
“Denying PC (Permanent
Commission) to scores of ex-
tremely meritorious and out-
standing women officers based on
unknown, undisclosed and sur-
reptitious parameters, deviating
from the settled norms as applied
togentlemen officers while grant-
ing them PC, smacks of gross ar-
bitrariness,” says the application.
“If we compare this result of
women officers with their male

counterparts then, roughly 90% of
the total optees for PCina particu-
lar batch is granted Permanent
Commission,” the application says.

Ithasbeen made partof awrit
petition filed in the Supreme Court
in October over “issues of proce-
dural ambiguities and delays by
Army in granting PC, promotion
and consequential benefits”.

The Army made public the re-
sults of the selection panel on
Nov 19. It set up the panel after
the Supreme Court on Feb 17 or-
dered it to consider women offi-
cers for Permanent Commission
in 10 non-combat branches.

The application says the “fig-
ure 422 does not only include
those officers who are granted PC
butisinclusive of officers found fit
but non-optee for PC, whichis 57,
officers in temporary low medical
categories being granted time for
stabilisation of medical category,
whichis 42, officers whose result
are being withheld due to non-re-
ceipt of requisite medical docu-
ments, which is 6, and officers
whose results are being withheld
due to administrative grounds,
whichis40”. Therefore, the appli-
cation says, “the actual number of
officers whoare granted PCout of
615 women officers is 277”.

Stubble burning cases up 46%
in Punjab, down 28%in Haryana

ESHAROY &
ANJUAGNIHOTRICHABA
NEW DELHI, CHANDIGARH,
NOVEMBER 24

STUBBLE BURNING in Punjab
increased by 46 per cent this
year in comparison to last year,
according to data released by
the Ministry of Environment,
Forests and Climate Change.

In a report on ‘Active Fire
Events (AFE)’, the Ministry
found that there were 76,537
incidents of stubble burning in
Punjab between September 21
and November 22 as against
52,225 such events during the
same period in 2019.

During the same period,
AFEs in Haryana went down
from 6,551 last year to
4,675 this year (a drop of
28.6 per cent), according to
the report.

On possible reasons for the
rise in stubble burning cases in
Punjab this year, agriculture ex-
pert and former Punjab
Director, Agriculture, Sutantar
Kumar Aeri, said harvesting
started early with the early on-
set of winter.

The early start to
harvesting this year
could be one of the
reasons for increased
cases of stubble
burning in Punjab,
according to experts

“In 2019, we had rains in
September. That was missing
this year, making conditions
ideal for early harvesting and
sowing. So farmers didn’t wait
for the stubble management
machinery to reach them, and
went ahead with wheat sowing
immediately after harvesting
paddy and setting the stubble
on fire,” he said.

Another factor, said Aeri,
could have been the protests
against the Centre's farm laws.
“In some districts where farmer
unions are strong, they insti-
gated farmers to set stubble on
fire as mark of protest against
the Centre's laws. Even those
farmers who had earlier been
managing stubble in eco-
friendly ways burnt their stub-

ble this year,” he told The Indian
Express.

Experts say that the rise in
fires is surprising considering
Punjab had less stubble to man-
age this year — production of
stubble has gone down by 15%
this year — and enough
resources (74,000 stubble
management machines this
time) in hand.

According to the ministry,
districts such as Sangrur,
Bathinda and Firozpur in
Punjab have the highest AFE
(active fire events) counts, with
their AFEs rising by 45.7%,
35% and 40.5% respectively
over 2019.

The report said that this
year, all districts of Punjab, ex-
cept SBS Nagar, have shown an
upward trend in their AFEs.

The Centre has blamed the
increase in stubble burning in
Punjab on “the lack of ground-
level implementation of
Centre-supported schemes”.

This year, there were 26
days in Punjab during which
stubble burning contributed to
more than 10 per cent of PM 2.5
levels while there were 21 such
daysin 2019.

Professor S N Tripathi of IIT-
Kanpur, an expert member in
the National Clean Air
Programme, said he was sur-
prised to find incidents of stub-
ble burning in Punjab in
August-September. “This was
quite surprising as peak stub-
ble burning takes place from
the third week of October till
November first week. But this
year in Punjab, there were ac-
tive fire events even by the end
of August and early September.
Also, the numbers were higher
than last year by 100 per cent.
The number of incidents also
increased marginally in Uttar
Pradesh and Rajasthan, but
those weren't significant and
wouldn’t have had an impact.
In Haryana, active fire events
have decreased. Of course, we
don’t know why this increase
(in Punjab) has taken place but
it is definitely alarming and
needs to be looked into,”
said Tripathi.

Prof Tripathi added, “What
has to be looked at is if the
Central schemes rolled out in
2017-18 are being imple-
mented by the state govern-
ments, and if not, then why.”

Avoid Plastic Save Rain Water

=y

same time and venue.

(E1/7432/2020(Main)
DIPR/4391/TENDER/2020

Create Rain Water Harvesting Structure

it Tiruchirappalli City Corporation
Re Tender Notice No: 154 /2020-2021

The tenderers willing to submit tenders for improving the existing source in
River Cauvery to sustain water supply schemes in Tiruchirappalli City
Corporation at the cost of Rs.4509.62 Lakhs to be executed under the
Tiruchirappalli Smart City Mission are requested to submit tenders through
E-Tendering procedure in http://tntenders.gov.in as well as through sealed
hard copy on or before 3.00 p.m. of 29.12.2020, which will be downloaded and
opened at 04.00 p.m. in the same day. If the date of receipt of tender happens to
be holiday, then tenders will be received in the succeeding working day at the

Tender Conditions are available in the above said website.

Commissioner,
Tiruchirappalli City Corporation

-z U.P. RAJYA VIDYUT UTPADAN
-ln NIGAM LTD PARICHHA THER-
== MAL POWER PROJECT PARICH-
HA JHANSI 1. E-Tender-T-03/0&MC-
V/CHD-I/PTPP/2020-21 work of “Routine,
preventive and breakdown maintenance
of 06 Nos. BEML make bulldozers of
CHP Parichha”. Estimated Cost Rs.
26,79,065.00 & EMD Rs. 30,000.00 e-bid
Submission dt.: 16.12.20 up to 14:00 Hrs.
2. E-Tender-T-36/0&MC-I/CAMD / 2x250
MW/CTPS/PTPP/2020-21 work of “Round
the clock routine & preventive mainte-
nance of CW/ACW pump, induced Draft
Cooling Tower and its associated sys-
tem of 2x250 MW, PTPP, Parichha”.
Estimated Cost Rs. 5,44,215.00 & EMD
Rs. 10,000.00 e-bid Submission dt.:
12.12.20 up to 16:00 Hrs. 3. E-Tender-T-
20/BMD-I/O&MC-1I/BTPS/OH-4/2020-21
work of “Servicing, Maintenance and
Replacement of HP/LP Valves of boiler
during overhauling of Unit #4, 2x210MW,
BTPS, Parichha”. Estimated Cost Rs.
3,58,539.00 & EMD Rs. 7,000.00 e-bid
Submission dt.: 12.12.20 up to 13:00 Hrs.
4. E-Tender-T-11/SE(O&MC-1)/CAMD-
BTPS /PTPP/2020-21 work of
“Overhauling of butterfly riser valves
with gearbox & repairing of hatch doors
of cooling tower cells including condi-
tioning of riser pipe lines, hatch doors of
cooling tower cells & railing surround-
ing of Cooling tower cells during
Overhauling of Unit #4, 2x210MW,
Parichha”. Estimated Cost Rs.
1,49,483.00 & EMD Rs. 3,000.00 e-bid
Submission dt.: 30.11.20 up to 12:00 Hrs.
5. E-Tender-T-13/SE(O&MC-1)/CAMD-
BTPS /PTPP/2020-21 work of
“Maintenance, B/D maintenance of fixed
fire fighting system (Fire water pump
house, booster pump house, Foam
pump house and its associated system)
in 2x210MW, PTPP, Parichha”.
Estimated Cost Rs. 2,02,764.00 & EMD
Rs. 4,000.00 e-bid Submission dt.:
10.12.20 up to 12:00 Hrs. 6. E-Tender-T-
15/ EMD-I/ET/BTPS/PTPP/2020-21 work
of “Round the clock maintenance of
complete 6.6 KV Station, Unit and Ash
handling switchgears of 2x210 MW Unit
3&4, PTPP, Parichha Jhansi”. Estimated
Cost Rs. 8,29,206.00 & EMD Rs.
17,000.00 e-bid Submission dt.: 02.12.20
up to 17:00 Hrs. 7. E-Tender-T-48/PD-
I/MMC-I/BTPS/PTPP/2020  work  of
“Supply of 145 KV CT for 2x210MW
PTPP, Parichha.” Estimated Cost Rs.
10,00,000.00 & EMD Rs. 12,000.00 e-bid
Submission dt.: 01.12.20 up to 16:00 Hrs.
8. E-Tender-T-49/PD-I/MMC-I/BTPS/
PTPP /2020 work of “Supply of spares of
Wagon Tippler of Coal Handling Plant
PTPP, Parichha.” Estimated Cost Rs.
4,36,000.00 & EMD Rs. 5,500.00 e-bid
Submission dt.: 01.12.20 up to 16:00 Hrs.
9. E-Tender-T-50/PD-I/MMC-I/BTPS /
PTPP /2020 work of “Supply of HT
Flexible cable for Coal Handling Plant
2x210MW PTPP, Parichha.” Estimated
Cost Rs. 3,55,000.00 & EMD Rs. 4,500.00
e-bid Submission dt.: 01.12.20 up to
16:00 Hrs. 10. E-Tender-T-51/PD-I/MMC-
I/BTPS / PTPP /2020 work of “Supply of
UPS for Coal Handling Plant 2x210MW
PTPP, Parichha.” Estimated Cost Rs.
4,00,000.00 & EMD Rs. 5,000.00 e-bid
Submission dt.: 01.12.20 up to 16:00 Hrs.

11.  E-Tender-T-52/PD-I/MMC-I/BTPS/
PTPP/ 2020 work of “Supply of LEDs,
Fans & AC for PTPP, Parichha.”
Estimated Cost Rs. 6,40,000.00 & EMD
Rs. 8,000.00 e-bid Submission dt.:
01.12.20 up to 16:00 Hrs. 12. E-Tender-T-
53/PD-I/MMC-I/BTPS/PTPP/2020 work of
“Supply of spares of Wagon Tippler of
Coal Handling Plant PTPP, Parichha.”
Estimated Cost Rs. 2,55,000.00 & EMD
Rs. 3,500.00 e-bid Submission dt.:
01.12.20 up to 16:00 Hrs. 13. E-Tender-T-
54/PD-I/MMC-I/BTPS/PTPP/2020 work of
“Supply, Installation & Commissioning
of Slew Bearing, Plastic Grouting
Material, Balancing Material and other
allied works of Stacker-Reclaimer for
PTPP, Parichha.” Estimated Cost Rs.
86,50,000.00 & EMD Rs. 86,500.00 e-bid
Submission dt.: 07.12.20 up to 16:00 Hrs.
14. E-Tender-T-55/PD-I/MMC-I/BTPS /
PTPP /2020 work of “Supply of
Consumables for PTPP, Parichha.”
Estimated Cost Rs. 14,00,000.00 & EMD
Rs. 25,000.00 e-bid Submission dt.:
30.11.20 up to 16:00 Hrs. 15. E-Tender-T-
43/0&MC-II/BMD-Il/ 2x250 MW/ CTPS/
2020-21 work of “Overhauling of Mill
Reject Handling System and other asso-
ciated work during overhauling of unit
no. 6 of 250MW, CTPS, PTPP, Parichha,
Jhansi”. Estimated Cost Rs. 6,05,420.00
& EMD Rs. 8,000.00 e-bid Submission
dt.: 01.12.20 up to 13:00 Hrs. 16. E-
Tender-T-08/0O&MC-IV/EMD -
I/CTPS/PTPP/2020-21 work of “Providing
Preventive and Breakdown maintenance
support for EOT and Hoist Cranes dur-
ing O/H of unit #6 in different areas of
250MW units, PTPP, Parichha, Jhansi.”
Estimated Cost Rs. 84,780.00 & EMD Rs.
1,500.00 e-bid Submission dt.: 09.12.20
up to 12:00 Hrs. 17. E-Tender-T-
09/0&MC-IV/EMD-II/CTPS/PTPP/2020-21
work of “Providing assistance during
O/H of U#6 for providing additional
power supply/support to all working
division for ease in O/H work and
Repairing/installation of welding recep-
tacle plate along with supply of required
materials during O/H of U#6 of
2x250MW, PTPP, Parichha, Jhansi.”
Estimated Cost Rs. 2,43,750.00 & EMD
Rs. 4,000.00 e-bid Submission dt.:
09.12.20 up to 12:00 Hrs. 18. E-Tender-T-
12 /O&MC-IV/EMD-II/CTPS/PTPP/2020-
21 work of “Routine and breakdown
maintenance of lighting illumination
system and HT/LT cables systems of
main plant, service building and BOP
area including 250 MW Chimney of
2x250MW of Unit 5&6 of PTPP, Parichha,
Jhansi.” Estimated Cost Rs.
15,46,584.00 & EMD Rs. 20,000.00 e-bid
Submission dt.: 09.12.20 up to 12:00 Hrs.
NOTE:- Total Quality of work, tender speci-
fication and other terms & condition is as
per tender document available on the e-
tender portal, undersigned reserves the
right to cancel any or all the e-Bids without
assigning any reason. Corrigendum,
Addendum, Extension if any shall be
uploaded only on website
www.etender.up.nic.in & uprvunl.org.
Bidders are advised to visit the website reg-
ularly for updated information from time to
time. “Save Electricity” PATRANK
NO.303/T.S.D.-PR./PTPP DATED:
24.11.2020

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 24

CALLING THE proposal to let corporates
and business houses enterinto the bank-
ingsectora“completely retrograde” and
“pernicious” idea, the Congress on
Tuesday alleged that the government
was “misusing” and “abusing” the RBI to
push through its “dangerous agenda”.
The main opposition party asked
all political parties and trade unions to
come forward to oppose the proposal.

CPM general secretary Sitaram
Yechury and his CPI counterpart D Raja
too opposed the idea.

Former Finance Minister P
Chidambaram said the proposal had
the “fingerprints of the Modi govern-
ment written all over it” and argued
thatitwas “part of adeeper game plan
to control the banking industry”.

“Thisis not theidea of the RBL It can-
not be the idea of the Internal Working
Group (of the RBI) because everyone
they consulted except one opposed the
idea... RBIis being used or misused...,”

Bank licence for corporates: Oppn slams move

Chidambaram said.

“Allover the world, especially in de-
veloped economies, three principles
govern banking: Broad based share-
holding reflecting shareholder democ-
racy, strict separation of ownership and
management: ownership with share-
holders and management in profes-
sional hands; and prohibition of con-
nected lending; building a wall between
lender and borrower. All three princi-
ples will be thrown out of the window
if corporates and business houses are
allowed to set up banks,” he said.

UP cane farmers look
at pay hurdle as mills
say crushing more,
getting less sugar

HARISH DAMODARAN
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 24

SUGAR MILLS in Uttar Pradesh
are worried about low recovery
levels of the sweetener from
cane in the 2020-21 crushing
season (October-September),
which, they say, will increase
production cost and make it fur-
ther difficult to pay farmers.

Mills in the state have so far
crushed 86.187 lakh tonnes (It) of
cane and produced 8.018 It sugar
atanaverage recovery rate of 9.30
per cent in the current season.

For the corresponding period
0f2019-20, they crushed 73.629 1t
cane and produced 7.322 It sugar
atarecovery of 9.94 per cent.

“We are crushing more cane,
but are producing 6 kg less sugar
from every tonne. At existing
sugar realisations of Rs 31/kg,
that translates into a loss of al-
most Rs 19 per quintal of cane.
How will we pay even the pres-
ent, forget higher, cane price,” an
official from the UP Sugar Mills
Association (UPSMA) asked.

A meeting of the UP govern-
ment’s cane price fixation com-
mittee is scheduled in Lucknow
on Wednesday. The committee
is expected to take a call on the
state advised price (SAP) of cane
payable by mills for the 2020-21
season. The cane SAP under the
Yogi Adityanath-led BJP govern-
ment has been raised by only Rs
10/quintal (from Rs 305 toRs 315
for general,and fromRs 315toRs
325 for early-maturing varieties)
since 2016-17.

While thereis pressure on the
state government to increase cane
price after a long gap, mills are,
however, yet to discharge even

Why higher
cane priceis
@ atoughcall

EXPLAINED

CANE PRICES in UP have
gone up by hardly 3.3%
since 2016-17 and there is
political pressure on the
Yogi Adityanath govern-
ment to raise it for the cur-
rent season. But with mills
already saddled with over
Rs 5,700 crore dues to
farmers, and lower sugar
recovery from cane
adding to their production
cost, itis atough call.

their past SAP dues. During the
2019-20 season, they crushed
1,118.02 It of cane whose average
SAP value was Rs 35,898.14 crore.
But as of November 17, they had
paid only Rs 30,164.69 crore.

“We have sought that the SAP
for2020-21 be maintained at last
year’s level and also permission
to make the cane payment in 2-
3 installments. Further, the state
should provide a cane subsidy of
Rs 15/quintal to compensate for
the lower sugar recovery,” the
UPSMA official said.

The reduced sugarrecoveryis
being blamed mainly on climatic
factors. The early onset of winter
is said to have affected sucrose ac-
cumulationin cane. But Dr Bakshi
Ram, director of the Indian
Council of Agricultural Research’s
Sugarcane Breeding Institute,
Coimbatore, said lower recovery
could alsobe due to the extended
crushing season in 2019-20.

He said most UP mills crushed
cane through May and some even
ran till early-June. The cane that

OFFICE OF THE PROFESSOR DIRECTOR LPS INSTITUTE OF CARDIOLOGY, KANPUR

Let. No: HRS/2020-21/4067

Institute of Cardiology, Kanpur.

Dated: 18.11.2020

TENDER NOTICE
The Etenders (Separate tender to be submitted for each equipment) on prescribed tender form on two bid system
(Technical & Financial bids) are invited form high quality Reputed Indian Manufacturing Firms or Reputed
Distributors of Foreign Manufacturing Firms, for supply and installation of the various equipments/items for the LPS

SN | Tender No. & Date Equipment Qty Tender Downloading and | Tender opening
Uploading Date & Time Date & Time
1 |HRS/2020-21/4062 Aneasthesia Workstation o1
dt: 18.11.2020
2 |HRS/2020-21/4063 Computed Radiography System 04
dt: 18.11.2020
S— . 80.11.2020 26.12.2020
3 |HRS/2020-21/4064 Patient Air Warning System 05 at 10:00 AM to at
dt: 18.11.2020 25.12.2020 .
- . 1:00 PM
4 |HRS/2020-21/4065 Video Laryngoscope with 03 at 5:00 PM
dt: 18.11.2020 Accessories
5 [HRS/2020-21/4066 Surgical Instruments
dt: 18.11.2020

ODISHA COMPUTER APPLICATION CENTRE
CORRIGENDUM

Eng.No.:- OCAC-CAD-02-2017-20041

The last date for submission of RFP documents of the above
Enquiry for selection of Agency for providing Comprehensive
Operation & Maintenance Services at OCAC Tower & Building,
Bhubaneswar is extended up to 21.12.2020, 03:00 P.M. and
bids shall be opened on same day at 04:00 P.M. For details
please visit websites www.ocac.in & www.odisha.gov.in.

General Manager (Admin), OCAC, Plot No.-N-1/7-D, Acharya Vihar,
P.0.-RRL, Bhubaneswar-751013, Ph.: 0674 - 2567280/2567064/2567295

https://etender.up.nic.in

Tender forms can be Downloaded between the dates 30.11.2020 at 10:00 AM To 25.12.2020 at 5:00 PM on online
payment of tender fee (non-refundable) recorded against each equipment as mentioned in the under noted above
mentioned table, from the office of the Director, LPS Institute of Cardiology, Kanpur. Tenders should upload/submit
in the UP Govt. website: https://etender.up.nic.in up to date: 25.12.2020 till 5.00 PM. The tender notice number
& name of item quoted must be super scribed on the top of each envelope. Technical bids of the Etenders received,
will be opened by 1.00 PM on date 26.12.2020 In the office of the Director as aforesaid, in the presence of
tenderers or their authorized representative. If the due date falls on a holyday, the next working day will be treated
as the due date. Late / Delayed tenders due to any reasor, shall in no case be accepted. All the terms and
conditions and technical specifications of equipment/jobs, mentioned in the tender documents, well be considered
the integral part of this notice. In case of any legal dispute, the legal jurisdiction shall be court if law at Kanpur U.P.
India. This tender notice can be viewed on DGME, UP, website: www.updgme.in & State govt. website:

REIURS

afql Y H DGME  website: www.updgme.in, Institute website:
www.Ipscardiology.org & UP Govt. website: https://etender.up.nic.in T <& ST

Sd/-

UPID No. 157151 Date- 21.11.2020
WWW.upgov.nic.in

(Vinay Krishna)

Director

Detailed tender

GOVERNMENT OF TRIPURA
DIRECTORATE OF INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
ITI Road, Indranagar, Agartala - 799 006

Notice Inviting Tender

e-Tender are hereby invited for providing Point to
Point Leased Line Connectivity over Ethernet for
Tripura State Wide Area Network (TSWAN) sites.
document
https://dit.tripura.gov.in and https://tripura.gov.in

is available at

Short Term

and https://tripuratenders.gov.in.

OFFICE OF EXECUTIVE ENGINEER
PROVINCIAL DIVISION, P.W.D MATHURA

E-Tender Notice

Letter No. : 2755/A-7/2020-21

of the contract.

Date : 17.11.2020
1- The Executive Engineer, Provincial Division, P.W.D, Mathura on behalf of Governor of Uttar Pradesh
invites the Percentage rate bids from the eligible and approved Contractors registered with UP, PWD,
Road work. The Bidder may submit bids for any or all of the works. Bidders are advised to note the
minimum qualification criteria specified in Clause 4 of the Instructions to Bidders to qualify for the award

The interested agency may submit tender online
through https://tripuratenders.gov.in on or before

14" Dec, 2020 by 3 P.M.
ICA-C-2198-20

Director, IT

WESTERN RAILWAY-AHMEDABAD DIVISION

VARIOUS ENGINEERING WORKS, SUPPLY OF POTABLE

Sl. |Dist.| Name of Work |Estimated| Bid |Cost of bid| Times of | Address | Address of Address | Category DRINKING WATER AND PROVIDING RCC OVERHEAD TANK
No cost (Rs. | Security | Documents | Completi of Superintending | of Chief of N
Inlacs) | (Rs. In on  |Executive| Engineer | Engineer | Contractor E-Tender Notice No. 22 of 2020-2021 Dated 20.11.2020
lacs) Engineer 7
Executing 3; e-Tender No. Name of work Approximate | EMD Cost
the work .
T3 E 3 5 5 7 8 g 10 K o1 | R DL, | Out sourcing of track] zg0 3501585 |2 160,700.00
1 Special Repair 18.00 | 1.80 | 860.00 03 Ex. Er. |Superintending| Chief | Class A to maintenance activities under
£ |work of Khamini Months | Provincial | Engineer Agra | Engineer D jurisdiction of Sr. Section Engineer (P.Way) South Mahesana for one year.
% to Mora Link Division | Circle PWD Agra 02] DRM-ADI Fabrication/As o In st G3
= [road In Distt. PWD Agra Zone X - avrication/Assembly In situ F1 7 759. 7|?21 400.
Mathura Mathura PWD Agra 183-2020-21 | (L) type Glued insulated Rail joints 38,87.759.0 1940000
2 Special Repair 19.00 1.90 | 860.00 03 Ex. Er. |Superintending| _Chief | Class Ato for broad gauge 60 Kg & 52 Kg under jurisdiction of Divisional Engineer (North)-
« |Work of Khamini Months | Provincial| Engineer Agra | Engineer D Ahmedabad
5 |to Nagla Ghisha Division | Circle PWD Agra .
%< |to Tosh Link road PWD Agra Zone 03| DRM-ADI- | Radhanpursub-division - Supply
£ |in Distt. Mathura. Mathura PWD Agra 184-2020-21 | of potable drinking water %12851197.54 | ¥214300.00
3 Special Repair 31.00 3.10 860.00 03 Ex. Er. |Superintending| Chief |ClassAto - i
£ |work of Ral to Months |Provincial| Engineer Agra | Engineer D by road tanker from Lakhpat to Lakadiya & various LCs (for two years.)
£ |Tosh Link road In Division | Circle PWD Agra 04| DRM-ADI- | Radhanpursub-division - Supply
= |Distt. Mathura PWD Agra Zone 185-2020-21 | of potable drinking water ¥5133163.34 | %102700.00
Mathura PWD Agra
g by road tanker at Bhabhar, Devgam, piplee & various LCs bet. Mitha (Excl) to Piplee

[

time of payment.

of E-tender portal Account.

UPID NO.157133 DATE-20.11.2020
WWW.upgov.nic.in

Time allowed for completion is including Rainy Season.
3. Bid document with detailed terms and conditions will be available online on website http://etender.
up.nic.in and Prahari (http://wms.upppwd.gov.in/Prahari) From 07.12.2020 to 14.12.2020. Bids
must be submitted online only at e-tendering portal of http://etender,up.nic.in and Prahari App with
all documents as per GO No 14/2020/879(1y/23-7/2020/176(wm0) 06 Dt 25-08-2020 on or before 12:30
Hours Dt. 27-11-2020. Technical Bid received online will be opened on 15.12.2020 at 12:30 Hours.
4. The prospective bidders who do not posses Digital Signature Certificate (DSC) must get the same
issued from approved agencies before submission of bids.
5. Contractor should Quote their rates without GST, Which shall be paid extra as per applicable at the

6. The bidders are required to submit Original receipt of Internet Banking of E-tender portal Account as per
G.O. No.-742/78-2-2018-42 |.T./2017 T.C., |.T. & Electronics Section-2 Dated- 03-12-2018 follows as :

(1) Online Tender Cost towards the cost of bid document (As per Column 6) by Internet Banking of

E-tender portal Account (Non Refundable);

(2) Online Bid security (As per Column 5) in favour of designation of Column 8 by Internet Banking

Sd/- (Sansveer)
Executive Engineer Provincial Division, PWD,
Mathura

(incl) for two years.

05| DRM-ADI-
186-2020-21

overhead tank at.

liter

Samakhiyali - Providing 1 lakh | % 2632176.62 | %52700.00
capacity RCC i )

Sr. DEN (NW)Ahmedabad.

06| DRM-ADI- | Samakhiyali - Gandhidham-

187-2020-21 | New Bhuj-Kandla Port section-
Welding of 60 Kg 90 UTS & 52 Kg 90 UTS rails in situ with single shot crucible
fitted and supply of welding portions 60 Kg/52 Kg under jurisdiction of

324627193.10 | %273100.00

jurisdiction of Sr. DEN (NW) Ahmedabad.

07| DRM-ADI- [Fabrication of 52 Kg/60Kg| |
188302051 | 1 tion of 22 Ka/60K | < 822473520 | < 164500.00

03| DRM-ADI-

Gandhidham-New Bhuj
189-2020-21 | Section:- Through Weld

Renewal 9.00 kms by Mobile flash Butt Welding Plant.

326907422.40 | % 284500.00
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ISIT : www. haryanaeprocurement.gov.in or www.etenders.hry.nic.in

www.ireps.gov.in

Like us on: [E3 facebook.com/WesternRIy - Follow us on:[3 twitter.com/WesternRly [l Follow us on:[=] twitter.com/GMSRailway

For above all tenders: Closing date & time of e-tender:
15.00 Hrs., Office Address: Sr. Divisional Engineer (Cooridination) Ahmedabad,
DRM Office, Nr. Chamunda Bridge, Opp. New Swadeshi Mill, Naroda Road,
Amdupura, Ahmedabad-382345. Website for participating e-tender:

Date 22.12.2020 at

154

mills are now crushing is the “ra-
toon” that springs automatically
from the stubble of the 2019-20
plant-cane. The ratoon needs to
grow for at least nine months to
accumulate enough sugar.

“If mills are now crushing the
ratoon from the plant-cane har-
vested after April, it is bound to
impact sugar recovery,” Dr Ram
told The Indian Express.

SOUTHERN RAILWAY

ELECTRICAL ENGINEER
ELECTRIC LOCO SHED, ERODE
SALEM DIVISION

SOUTHERN RAILWAY

Tender No: SA/A/RS/ED/OT/20-21/10.
Dated: 23/11/2020. Description of Work:
Works contract for Provision of Effluent
Treatment Plant at Electric Loco Shed,
Southern Railway, Salem Division, Erode.
Contract Period: 6 Months. Complete
details & Tender Document available at

http://www.ireps.gov.in
Senior Divisional Electrical Engineer
Rolling Stock, S.Rly Electrical Loco
Shed, Erode, Salem Division

Project Organisation
Tender Notice
MSDAC

Item No: 1) E-Tender Notice No:
SG/PROJ/MSDAC/AJJ-
KPD/2020/EOT(05).
(S.No.A) Name of the Work and its
location: Replacement of Existing Track
Detection Devices of AFTC/DCTC by
providing Multi Section Digital Axle
Counter (MSDAC) including Replacement
of Signalling cables in ARAKONNAM IN
(AJJ) - KATPADI (KPD) Auto-section of
Chennai Division in Southern Railway.
Item No: 2) E-Tender Notice No:
SG/PROJ/MSDAC/KPD -
JTJ/2020/EOT(06).
(S.No.A) Name of the Work and its
location: Replacement of Existing Track
Detection Devices of AFTC/DCTC by
providing Multi Section Digital Axle
Counter (MSDAC) including Replacement
of Signalling cables in KATPADI (KPD) -
JOLARPETTAI IN (JTJ) Auto-section of
Chennai Division in Southern Railway.
Estimated cost of the work: Item No. 1:
Rs.20,64,14,179/- Item No. 2: Rs.
27,40,78,204/-.
Earnest money: Item No.1: Rs.
11,82,100/-. Item No.2: Rs. 15,20,400/-.
Completion period: Item No.1: 18
Months. Item No. 2: 18 Months.
Last date and Time of online submission
(closing) of tender decument. Item No. 1:
14:00 hrs. of 16.12.2020. Item No.2:
14:00 hrs. of 16.12.2020.
Date and Time for opening Technical
Bid (Packet-1): Item No.1: After 14:00
hrs. of 16.12.2020. Iltem No.2: After 14:00
hrs of 16.12.2020.
Cost of the Tender Document: Nil
Note: The online bids for tenders floated
through the above portal are required to
be digitally signed.
Complete details & Tender document
available on Indian Railway Website
http:www.ireps.gov.in from 20.11.2020.
Dy. Chief Signal and Telecomm.
Engineer, Project, Southern Railway,
Chennai-31.

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER, RWS&S DIVISION, BALASORE
Tel: 06782-262249, Fax: 262931, email: eerwss_bls@nic.in, eerwssbls @gmail.com.
NATIONAL COMPETITIVE BIDDING THROUGH e-Tendering

0-585

Nos. of Work
Estimated cost
Period of completion

Seeking of Clarification
Date of opening of Bid

NOo o0

Inviting Tender

Availability of bid document in Portal

Name and address of the Officer

Identification No 14 Dt. 17-11-2020
: 19 Nos RPWS schemes in Balasore district.
Rs. 15.51 lakhs to Rs. 244.44 lakhs

180 days to 330 days

Bid Cost & Bid Security will be receipt through electronic payment by NEFT/RTGS.
Further details can be seen from the e-Procurement Portal:

http://tendersodisha.gov.in

Dt. 26-11-2020 at 10.00 hours to 05.12.2020 up to 17.00 hours through online.
Dt. 26.11.2020 at 10.00 hours to Dt. 03.12.2020 up to 15.00 hours

Dt. 11.12.2020 at 11.00 hours in the O/O EE, RWSS Division, Balasore.
Executive Engineer, RWS&S Division, Balasore

EXECUTIVE ENGINEER,
RWS&S DIVISION, BALASORE.

New Delhi

OIPR/25013/11/0005/2021
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‘TWO ADULTS FREE TO CHOOSE THEIR PARTNER’

Allahabad High Court calls
2 judgments on interfaith
marriage ‘not good law’

ASAD REHMAN
LUCKNOW,NOVEMBER 24

QUASHING AN FIR that accused a
Muslim man of abductinga Hindu
woman and forcefully marrying
her after converting her to Islam,
the Allahabad High Court has said
that“twoadults are free to choose
their partner” and that it is their
right to freedom of choice as to
whomthey would like to live with.

The Bench of Justice Pankaj
Naqvi and Justice Vivek Agarwal
also said that the High Court's
judgments in two previous cases
of interfaith marriages where it
had observed that “conversion just
for the purpose of marriage is un-
acceptable” were “not good law”.

The order assumes signifi-
cance as Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath had
cited one of the same High Court
judgments to bring a law against
‘love jihad'.

“None of these judgments
dealtwith the issue of life and lib-
erty of two matured individuals
in choosing a partner or their
right to freedom of choice as to
with whom they would like to
live. We hold the judgments in
Noor Jahan and Priyanshi as not
laying good law,” the court said,
referring to the previous orders of
the High Court in two interfaith
couple cases.

The court, however, added,
“We clarify that while deciding
this petition, we have not com-
mented upon the validity of al-
leged marriage/conversion.”

The court made the observa-
tions on November 11 while
hearing a petition filed by
Salamat Ansari and Priyanka
Kharwar (Alia), which sought
quashing of the FIR filed by the
woman’s father. The couple, who
had got married in August last
year after Kharwar converted to
Islam, said in their petition that
the FIR was “prompted by mal-
ice and mischief”.

The FIR, lodged in Kushinagar
district, had booked Ansari, his
mother and brother for kidnap-
ping, inducing a woman to com-
pel her to marriage, assault and
criminal intimidation. Police had
also invoked sections of the
Protection of Children from Sexual
Offences Act against Ansari.

“We do not see Priyanka
Kharwar and Salamat as Hindu
and Muslim, rather as two grown-
up individuals who out of their
own free willand choice areliving
together peacefully and happily
over a year. The courts and the
Constitutional courts in particu-
lar are enjoined to uphold the life
and liberty of an individual guar-
anteed under Article 21 of the
Constitution of India. Right to live
withaperson of his/her choiceir-

MHA ordered ops against us: NSCN-IM

New Delhi: The NSCN-IM on
Tuesday accused the Ministry of
Home Affairs of issuing directives
to the Assam Rifles for carrying
out operations against it, claim-
ing that this was in violation of
the ceasefire between the gov-
ernment and the Naga insurgent

group. “When it comes to juris-
diction of ceasefire, Gol contin-
ues to speakin ambivalent terms
even after more than 23 years of
political talks... The MHA issuing
directive to the Assam Rifles to
intensify operations... has come
asrude shock,” it said. ENS

respective of religion professed by
themisintrinsic toright tolifeand
personal liberty. Interference in a
personal relationship would con-
stitute a serious encroachment
into the right to freedom of choice
of the two individuals," the High
Courtsaid inits order.

The court said that to disregard
the choice of a person who is an
adult will “not only be antithetic
to the freedom of choice of a
grown-up individual but would
also be a threat to the concept of
unity indiversity”.

“..weare quashing the FIR pri-
marily on the ground that no of-
fences are made out.... as also the
fact that two grown-up individu-
als are before us, living together
for over a year of their own free
willand choice,” the court said.

Italsoreferred to the Supreme
Court’s 2018 order setting aside
the Kerala High Court judgment
annulling the marriage of Muslim
convert girl Hadiya and Shefin
Jahan. The Supreme Court had
then said that “the right to marry
apersonofone’schoiceisintegral
to Article 21 (right to life and lib-
erty) of the Constitution”.

“A perusal of the aforesaid
judgment manifests that the
Supreme Court has consistently
respected the liberty of anindivid-
ual who has attained the age of

AIMPLB vice-president Kalbe Sadiq dies at 82

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW,NOVEMBER 24

ALLINDIA Muslim Personal Law
Board (AIMPLB) vice-president
and prominent Shia cleric
Maulana Kalbe Sadiq died on
Tuesday. He was 82.

In a statement, the state gov-
ernment said Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath expressed condo-
lences to Sadiq’s family. “He
wished that his soul rests in peace
and expressed condolences to the
grieving family,” it said.

The cleric’s son, Kalbe Sibtain
Noori, told The Indian Express
that Sadiq breathed his last in
ERA’s Lucknow Medical College
& Hospital, where he was admit-

ted on November 16. He was be-
ing treated in the hospital ICU for
severe pneumonia, urinary tract
infection, and septic shock. He
was on assisted ventilation and
vasopressor support.

The cleric was diagnosed
with colorectal cancer three
years ago, following which he un-
derwent an operation in Delhi.

The Samajwadi Party
tweeted, “The death of Shia
cleric and Islamic scholar
Maulana Kalbe Sadiq s very sad.
Condolences to the grieving
family and his followers...”

Shia cleric and All India Shia
Personal Law Board Speaker
Maulana Yasoob Abbas also ex-
pressed condolences to the fam-
ily. “The gap that has been left

Shia cleric Kalbe Sadiq

due to the death of Maulana
Kalbe Sadiq cannot be filled. He
was a great scholar, and his work
is there for the world to see.”
“He dedicated his life to
working on amity between peo-
ple and different groups in soci-
ety. He knew as much about
otherreligions as he knew about

Islam. He always spoke of unifi-
cation. I have thousands of mem-
ories with Kalbe Sadiq sahab. He
was always very particular about
time and was never late by even
asecond,” Abbas said.

AIMPLB general secretary
Maulana Mohammad Wali
Rahmani said the cleric's death
was a loss for the organisation
and people. “He wasa very sharp
personality who was blessed
with extraordinary qualities. He
always worked for unity be-
tween the Shia and Sunni com-
munities,” Rahmani said.

“He was part of the AIMPLB
and worked with a lot of vigour
for the Board. He gave valuable
advice to the Board and also
through his speeches to the peo-

ple. He was blessed with ex-
traordinary oratory skills and he
used to say the most simple
things in the most beautiful
manner. That was a great qual-
ity. He had great command over
the English language as well,and
hence would put forward his
thoughts ina very articulate and
forceful manner...” he said.

Prominent Sunni cleric and
AIMPLB member Maulana
Khalid Rasheed Firangi Mahali
said Sadiq’s death had caused
great pain to everyone.

“The whole country is famil-
iar with the work and contribu-
tion of Maulana Sadiq for com-
munal harmony. His work on
unity and education will always
be remembered,"” he said.

CANCELLATION / PARTIAL CANCELLATION /SHORT TERMINATION/
SHORT ORIGINATION /DIVERSION OF TRAINS

of the Kisan Agitation in Punjab:-

It is notified for the information of all concerned that Railways have
decided to Cancel / Partially Cancel / Short Terminate/Short Originate/
Divert following Passengers Special Trains / Festival Special Trains in view

CANCELLATION OF MAIL / EXPRESS TRAINS

Train No. & Name (fro?na::e(gr%?:aiielllgagtoagon)
04624 Amritsar-Saharsa Festival Special 25.11.2020
04623 Saharsa-Amritsar Festival Special 26.11.2020
04652 Amritsar-Jaynagar Express Special 25.11.2020
04651 Jaynagar-Amritsar Express Special 27.11.2020
04654 Amritsar-New Jalpaiguri Karambhoomi Superfast Clone Special 25.11.2020

Short Terminate at/

PARTIAL CANCELLATION OF SPECIAL TRAINS

Date of cancellation

In The matter of Application by Mis Powergrid Meerut Simbhavali Transmission
Limited for Intra —State Transmission License within Uttar Pradesh
(A 100% Wholly Owned Subsidiary of Power Grid Corporation of India Ltd.)
B-9, Qutab Institutional Area, Katwaria Sarai, New Delhi — 110016,
CIN: U40106DL2019G01351476

PUBLIC NOTICE

POWERGRID MEERUT SIMBHAVALI LTD. (A 100% Wholly Owned Subsidiary of Power Grid
Corporation of India Ltd.) having its registered office at:B-9, Qutab Institutional Area, Katwaria
Sarai, New Delhi -110016 intends to apply /has applied to the Government of Uttar Pradesh to
confer upon him all the powers under section 164 of the electricity act 2003 for the placing of
electric lines or electrical plant for the transmission of electricity for the purpose of telephonic or
telegraphic communications necessary for the proper coordination of works which telegraph
authority possess under the Indian telegraph Act 1885 with the respect to the placing of
telegraph lines and posts for the purpose of a telegraph established or maintained by the
Government or to be so established or maintained and will undertake the survey, construction,
installation, inspection, erection and other works to be followed by commissioning, operation,
maintenance and other works for the following transmission schemes within Uttar Pradesh.

Name of the transmission scheme: Transmission System for 765/400/220 kV GIS Substation
Meerut and 400/220/132 kV GIS Substation Simbhavali along with associated Transmission
Line

Train No. & Name

Short originate from

Partially Cancelled
between Stations

(from the Originating Station)

S.NO SUBSTATION(LOCATION) NAME
1. Construction of 765/400/220 KV GIS Substation, Meerut.
2. Construction of 400/220 /132 KV GIS Substation, Simbhavali.

The Transmission lines covered under the scheme will pass through, over, around, between the

08237 Korba-Amritsar Spl.

at Ambala Cantt.

Ambala Cantt.-Amritsar

of 24.11.2020

majority,” the Allahabad High 08238 Amritsar-Korba Spl. from Ambala Cantt. | Amritsar-Ambala Cantt. 26.11.2020
Court said. 02407 New Jalpaiguri- Ambala Cantt.-
Amritsar Superfast Special atAmbala Cantt. Amritsar 25.11.2020
02408 Amritsar- New Amritsar-Ambala
PUBLIC NOTICE JalpaiguriSuperfast Special from Ambala Cantt. Cantt. 27.11.2020

This is to notify all concerned that
Mr. Samay Singh is no longer
working as "Clinic Helper" at the
clinic of Dr. Rahul Gupta, located
at C-38 Friends Colony East,
New Delhi 110065 with effect from
November 2020. This is for the

information of patients and all
other third parties.

Government of Jharkhand
Department of Women, Child Development and Social Security
(Jharkhand State Child Protection Society)
3“Floor, F.F.P Building, Dhurwa, Ranchi-834004
Phone No.- 0651-2446174, E-mail ID-jharkhandjscps2019@gmail.com

Information

Certified.

consultation may submit the following information about themselves:
1. Name of the Organization/Firm/Agency: ........ccocccvvueeruenene

hasbeendone: ......cccccecvviennnne.

following e-mail address:
jharkhandjscps2020@gmail.com

PR 236179 (Social Welfare,WWomen and Child Development)20-21#D

4. E-mail address for communication about on-line consultation:..........
5.Name and designation of the authorized person who would participate in the consultation:

No.-298/1.5.C.P.S./2020-21 Date-24.11.2020

Subject: 1SO Certification of Homes inhabiting Children in the State of Jharkhand.

Department of Women, Child Development and Social Security, Government of Jharkhand is operating
about a dozen homes for children in the State of Jharkhand. Children who are either in need of Care and
Protection or in Conflict with Law do inhabit in these homes. These Homes, the Observation Homes,
Special Homes and the Children Homes as they are specifically called, are to be operated and maintained
as per the provisions of the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2015 and Jharkhand
Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Rules, 2017. Accordingly, the Children are to be accorded
the care and protection as per the given principles of care and protection and standard of care, as
mentioned in the said Act and Rules. In order to bring all these homes to a level of operational
performance consistent with the stipulated provisions, it has been decided to get these homes duly ISO

In this process a preliminary online consultation is proposed to be scheduled with the

Organizations/Firms/Agencies, who take-up the assignment for ISO Certification of similar nature.
In this context, the Organizations/Firms/Agencies who are willing to participate in the said on-line

2. How many ISO Certification assignments have been completed by themasondate: ........cccccevvvernennen.
3. List of a maximum of three assignments along with the respective clients for whom the ISO Certification

The details as mentioned above may be made available by 5:30 pm on 06.12.2020 at the

Sd/-
(Arshad Jamal)

Under Secretary to Gol

02357 Kolkata-Amritsar Spl.

at Ambala Cantt.

Ambala Cantt.-Amritsar

of 24.11.2020

02358 Amritsar-Kolkata Spl. | from Ambala Cantt. | Amritsar-Ambala Cantt. 26.11.2020
02715 Nanded-Amritsar Exp. at New Delhi New Delhi-Amritsar of 24.11.2020
02716 Amritsar-Nanded Exp. from New Delhi Amritsar-New Delhi 26.11.2020

02925 Bandra Terminus- ; Chandigarh-

Amritsar Special Express at Chandigarh Amritsar of 24.11.2020
02926 Amritsar-Bandra ; Amritsar-

Terminus Special Express from Chandigarh Chandigarh- 26.11.2020

05933 Dibrugarh-Amritsar Spl.

at Ambala Cantt.

Ambala Cantt.-Amritsar

of 24.11.2020

following villages, towns and cities:-

1. LILO of 765kV S/C Gr. Noida - Hapur (WUPPTCL) To Meerut (GIS S/S) TL

VILLAGE NAME

CORRIDOR

SIDE FROM

HAPUR TO
MEERUT

TEHSIL/
DISTRICT

NIZAMPUR, ACHHEJA, SHYAMNAGAR,
ABDULLAPUR BASANT(FARIDPUR GOYNA),
ASAURA, TIALA, PIRNAGAR SUDNA,
ANWARPUR, PIPLA BANDPUR

RIGHT SIDE HAPUR

DADRI, DHIRKHERA, NAYAGAON, ATRARA,
RAJPURA, ITAULA, JASAURI, GAONRI,
JASAURA, ILLAHABAD MANDAIYA

RIGHT SIDE MEERUT

RACHHOTI, HASANPUR, SHAULDA, AMARPUR,
MACHHRA, NAGLI ABDULLA, QASIMPUR, CHAK

QASIMPUR, GOVINDPURI, INDRAPURA,

SALEMPUR NAGLA, BADAGAON (AMINABAD),

AHMADPURI

RIGHT SIDE MAWANA/

MEERUT

05934 Amritsar-Dibrugarh Spl.

from Ambala Cantt. | Amritsar-Ambala Cantt. 27.11.2020

04651 Jaynagar-Amritsar Exp.

at Ambala Cantt. Ambala Cantt.-Amritsar of 24.11.2020

DIVERSIO

Train No. & Name

OF SPECIAL TRAINS

Diverted Via Date (from the

Originating Station)

02904 Amritsar-Mumbai
Central Golden Temple Mail

Amritsar-Tarn Taran-Beas of 24.11.2020

04674/04650 Amritsar-

Jaynagar-Amritsar Express Amritsar-Tarn Taran-Beas 25.11.2020
: ; Ludhiana Jn.-Jalandhar Cantt.- 25.11.2020

08215 Durg-Jammu Tawi Festival Spl. Pathankot Cantt.

08216 Jammu Tawi-Durg Festival Spl. Pathankot Cantt.-Jalandhar Cantt.- 27.11.2020

Ludhiana Jn.-

04673 Jaynagar-Amritsar Express

Beas-Tarn Taran-Amritsar of 23.11.2020

02903 Mumbai Central-Amritsar
Central Golden Temple Mail

Beas-Tarn Taran-Amritsar of 23.11.2020

09026 Amritsar-Bandra Terminus Clone Spl. Amritsar-Tarn Taran-Beas 25.11.2020
02926 Amritsar-Bandra Terminus Express Amritsar-Tarn Taran-Beas 25.11.2020
02716 Amritsar-Nanded Sachkhand Exp. Amritsar-Tarn Taran-Beas 25.11.2020

Security
Helpline
No. 182

Please join

FORM MO.13

DEE RECOVERY TRIBUNAL

'Wing : A, B E F [2nd Flzary, Kargurl Thakur Gadan, Hardriya Bamchan
F‘-:rlmn%GFl.‘.l.ﬂl. Maar Rajy Kagar Thana, Ashiana Digha Road, Paina - BIE02E

0.4 Na_: 250 OF 2030
Stalo Bank of India, BARB, Fatna
Ve

Recpondan] delandanta,.. Mia Bakagi Ingal India Put, Ligl,

S BHIRE ISSUED URDE R BULE 5 (VI OF THE DERTS RECOVERY TRIBUNHAL

(FRCCEDURE] RULES, 1805

! l'-I.

Applicant......

Ta,

1. Bri Addittya Kanodla Sic S Mrmad Kanccia, Hunger Fod Sinect
kil Endtave, Flal KeoRC, 1234, Piccaqn Bilhi, Crous Averus
Hpluabe-TOHITT.

2. 8 Mirmal Kanodia So Lafe Subbkaran L Kancdia, Hunger Fort
Slreast, Dbl Enclassa, FlalhG 35, 12738, Fincaso Bithi, Cros Avenls:
Hiluata-F 00017,

3. Bri Ramash Kumar Danuka Sio S Ratan Lal Danks, Maga Bazas,
Pachna Road, Maar Telephone Exchange, Ward Mo, 32 Lakhsars-
BE11311

4. 5 Awadhesh Agrawal Sl 56 Gopal Agrewal, Bamkala Bhawan,
SwarajiPatn, PurdiTilak Nagar, Karkame, Palna-S00000
Whersas the applicant has reliluled anapplcation under sschion 19 af

T Fiecovary of Debes & Bankrupley Act, 1903 sesingl tha dalandants fa

e Rscoyery of 2 sum of As. 7,48,49,184(- {(Rupoes sovon croros forty

Tivi laes Tary nann Ehausard ana hundrd eighty ooty
Tho abova menlianed defercarts are Iherslae hereby direcied 1o

appapr balfora thia Trbunal in Pergdn OF Ihioggh an pdeocald of dily

utnarized agert. in suppon of lheir defense o show Cause witvn 30

daya rom the d3ta of publealion or an 24927000 &1 10.30 AM

{forencan] as lowhry retefs Prayed for should nal be granled.

Taka realick that in case o dalmill af yeiir sppearencs o= e ey
mendlonod Horelne before, the Procooding will be hoard and
dlabsrmmimad inyour alisance,

Glve under my hard and =oal of this Tribunal an this 9th day of
i Riesglsiar

Debts Recover Tribunal, Palna

“IMPORTANT”

Whilst care is taken prior to acceptance of
advertising copy, it is not possible to verify its
contants. The Indian Express (P) Limited cannot
be held responsible for such contents, nor for any
loss or damage incurred as a result of
transactions with companies, associations or
individuals adversing in its newspapers or
Publications. We therefore recommend that
readers make necessary inquiries before sending
any monies or entering into any agreements with
advertisers or otherwise acting on an
advertisement in any manner whatsoever.

Enquiry No.

Note : For any kind of information passengers are requested to contact Railway

Integrated
Helpline

us on ﬂD

39 or visit Indian Railways website www.enquiry.indianrail.gov.in

NORTHERN RAILWAY

Your Convenience - Our Concern

Visit us at : www.nr.indianrailways.gov.in

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

MEGHRAJPUR, BHATIPURA MANAKPUR,
KHANDRAULI, SINGHPUR, PASWARA,

MURADGAMPUR (KAUKHERA), CHAK PASWARA,

RAIDHARA KUTABPUR, KAILI RAMPUR,
SINGHPUR BADHLA, MAWI, GAMRA

LEFT SIDE MAWANA/

MEERUT

SETUKA, NALPUR, BADHNAULI (BADNOLI),
BADHNAULI KISHANPUR, DASTOI, JOGIPUR
AHMADNAGAR (JOGIPURA), SAFIABADLOTI,
AHMADNAGAR, KAILI, FAKHARPUR KABATTA,
KURI, KHASPUR, BAWANPUR, BADHUALI,
AJRARA, KHARKHARI, KAHOL, MUNDALI,
NAGLA MAL

LEFT SIDE

MEERUT

KASTLA QASIMABAD, KASTLA QASIMABAD

KI MANDAIYA, BARAUDA HUNDWAN, AMINPUR

LEFT SIDE

HAPUR

NAGOLA
2.400kV D/C TWIN MOOSE MEERUT (GIS S/S) - SIMBHWALI (GIS S/S) TL
VILLAGE NAME CORRIDOR TEHSIL/
SIDE FROM DISTRICT
MEERUT TO
SIMBHAVALI
KAILI RAMPUR, SELEMPUR NAGLA, NAWAL, RIGHT SIDE MAWANA/
BHAGWANPUR BANGAR, SURAJPUR, MEERUT
GOBINDPUR, BEHROLI, JARODA, SADULLAPUR,
NITANANDPUR, GAMRA, FATEHPUR NARAYAN
LODHIPUR SOHAN, LODHAPUR (SUBHAN), RIGHT SIDE | GARHMUKTESHWAR/
DAHANA, DEOLI, AKHAPUR, MANAK CHAUK, HAPUR
HASHUPURA, ATSENI, BIHUNI, PHULRI
(NEKNAMPUR), GANDHU NAGLA, KARIMPUR,
SALARPUR, KANAUR BARKA NAGLA
AHMADPURI, ATALPUR, ALAMGIRPUR BADHLA, | LEFT SIDE MAWANA/
BONDRA, LALIANA,CHHUCHAI, SALAUR MEERUT
ARASULPANAH, SILPUR, PIRWALA (KOTHRA),
SALAUR KHURD
HAIDARPUR, PAWATI (MUHAMMAD MURADPUR),| LEFT SIDE | GARHMUKTESHWAR/
KHERA (KHARAKPUR), LODHIPUR CHHAPKA, HAPUR
CHAMARPURA, SADULLAPUR LODHI,
JANUPURA (MURADPUR), PAUPAI, KHILWAI,
DOTAI, GARHMUKTESHWAR, BADARKHA,
BAGARPUR, SIKANDARPUR, ALLAHABAKSHPUR,

BHOGPUR, RATNAGARH

3.400kV D/C TWIN MOOSE SIMBHAVALI (400kV GIS) -MURADNAGAR-II (GZB) TL

ISl SIoIsIal 3G b national bank
VILLAGE NAME CORRIDOR TEHSIL/
TSllal © QIG cl addb @ Punjq national ban SIDE FROM DISTRICT
! MURADNAGAR
T BT g ! the name you can BANK upon
iy ° TO SIMBHAVAL
KHURRAMPUR, AJABPUR SINGAOLI, RIGHT SIDE MODINAGAR/
(A Govt. of India Undertaking) SAHAJADPUR (SHAHZADPUR), DIDAULI, GHAZIABAD
Circle Sastra Centre: Biharsharif, Mob. N0.9264499031, E-Mail: cs8202@pnb.co.in MOHAMMADPUR QUADIM (M_OHAMMA_DF_’UR
E-Auction Sale Notice for Sale of immovable assets under the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security I;;?ET‘RF"S:QK}:’I;?/;;‘:’iﬁRlBl(:{iﬁgmdPaS;{an)Y
Interest Act, 2002 read with proviso to Rule 8 (6) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002. BEGMABAD. SANJAYPURI. PATEL NAGAR
Notice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the Borrower(s), Mortgagor(s) and Guarantor(s) that the below described SHIVPURI. DEVENDRAPURI BUDANA.
immovable property(ies) mortgaged/charged to the Secured Creditor, the constructive possession of which has been taken by the Authorised JAGATPUﬁI LANKAPUR BIéOKHAR '
Officer of Punjab National Bank, Secured Creditor, will be sold on "As is where is”, “As is what is" and "Whatever there is" as on date as under for SUDMAPUFfI GOVIND N/-’\GAR QADIﬁBAD
recovery of dues, as mentioned below due to the Punjab National Bank, Secured Creditor from the below mentioned Borrower(s), Mortgagor(s) SUCHETAPURI. KRISHNAPURI. RORI.
and Guarantor(s). The Reserve Price and the Earnest Money Deposit are also mentioned hereunder. A short description of the immovable property HIRDAYPUR BHADOLA (HRIDA’YAPUR’
with known encumbrances, if any, are mentioned as under. BHANDOLA). SAKURPUR. MURADABAD
SCHEDULE OF THE SECURED ASSETS TALHETA,BILYURGARHI ' '
SlI. | Name of the Borrower Name of Date of Demand Reserve Price BURHANPUR, SAITKUWA, NALPUR, KHASPUR, | RIGHT SIDE MEERUT
No. Mortgagors/ Date of Earnest Money BAWANPUR, ATRARA, ITAULA, RAJPURA,
address Possession Description of mortgage property(ies) (EMD) ULDHAN
Amount Due Bid Increment TEKHA, KHARKHARI, ASRA, MURADPUR, RIGHT SIDE HAPUR
Amount MATNAURA, CHITNAURA (GHAUS
1. |Sh. Kundan Kumar Sri Kundan Kumar 05.09.2019 |EM of property covered under deed no.1244,dated| 3%74,00,000.00 h{\lﬂ%&-}l\lg})}\D&l\FI)ZLéR),TIGRI, MADHAPUR
S/O- Vijay Kumar and Smt Sumitra 28.11.2019 |16.03.2017, Khata no -70, Khesra no.-425, Thana no.- 37,40,000.00 ( )
At-Inday, Ps-Sheikhpura, |Devi. Rs. 24.03.800.20 190, area-1.0 Acre located at, mauza-Indai, P.S+Dist- 210.000.00 ‘?égﬁgéugﬁﬁgtﬁagilgmUPA”:’L\‘JQGI/\?EWADA RIGHT SIDE GARHM':J;(JUESHWAR/
Dist-Sheikhpura-811105  |At-Inday as on 06.04.2019|Sheikhpura in name of Sri Kundan Kumar and Smt Sumitra U KALAN. SARURPUR. WAIT GANDHU NAGLA
Ps-Sheikhpura, +intt & other devi. Boundary: N-Ganga yadav S- Niz, E-Kapil yadav, BARKA’NAGLA, LOH’ARL KANAUR, DEHRA, '
Dist-Sheikhpura charges w.e.f W-Niz. SHARIFABAD, SALARPUR
01.04.2019 KAKRA, BANDIPUR, FIROZPUR, DABANA, LEFT SIDE MODINAGARY/
2. |M/s- Yashpal Rice Mill  [Sri Jagdish Singh 16.07.2019  |Registered Morgage deed no. 4152 dt. 04.04.2018, Khata| ~ #15,75,000.00 SONDA, NAGLA MUSA, PAINGA, SHERPUR, GHAZIABAD
Pro-Yashpal Sharma and Ramashish 11.11.2019 |No. -108. Khasra No. - 1801, Thana No.-519, Area- 6.00 71,57,500.00 gﬁgfgx%yﬁgvhSr:ﬁmg‘éug?&%'w\wum
S/O- Jagdish Singh, Singh. Rs. 27 96.544.28 decimal located at Mauja-Chandinuwan, Distt-Nawada 10.000.00 PRITHAMGARH. SHAEBGARH. CHURIVALA
V|II-Chaqd|nuwan, V|II-Chapd|nuw§n, as on 12.07.2019]in the nar.ne of S_n Jagdish Slng_h and Ramashish S!ngh. DAULAT FARKHABAD, MOHIUDDINPUR, LEFT SIDE VEERUT
Po-Kashichak, Po-kashichak,Dist-| +intt & other |Boundary: N- Gali Then Naval Singh, S-Ramanand Singh, BAHADURPUR. SOALANA CHANDPURA
Dist -Nawada Nawada charges w.e.f |E-Mukesh Singh, W-P.C.C road. NAYAGAON, RASUULPUR DHANTOLA, MIRPURA,
29.05.2019 KHARKHAUDA, NARPUR MANDYA, CHHATR,
3. |M/s Patel Enterprises  [Sri Binod kumar 17.07.2018  |Registered Morgage deed no. 1775 dt. 15.03.2014, Khata| ~ 214,60,000.00 KHARKHARI, BADHUALL AJRARA, ILLAHABAD
Pro-Sri Binod kumar  |Patel S/O- Sri 25102018 |No. - 137. Khasra No.- 258, Thana No.-294, Area- 10.0[ %146 000.00] |-"ANDANYA TAULA, SHAFIABAD LOTI
Patel S/O- Sri Sureshwar |Sureshwar patel Rs. 485348314 decimal located at Mauja- Bhagwanpur in the name of Sri 210.000.00 AGHAPUR SARAI, AURANGABAD, GOHRA LEFT SIDE HAPUR
patel. Vill-Chandi, At-Chandi,Ps- as on 11.01.2018|Binod kumar Patel S/O- Sri Sureshwar patel U éhﬁ%ggﬁgw’ MUKTESHWARA, BIRSINGHPUR,
PO+PS- Chandi-803108  [Chandi +intt & other ~[Boundary:N-Rajpal Prasad, S-Anil Kumar Patel, E-lakhan MAZRADABAIANUPPUR, NIYAZPUR KHAYA, | LEFT SIDE_|GARHMUKTESHWAR/
Distt-Nalanda charges w.e.f |mahto, W-Pain AKBARPUR BUKLANA, DHANPURA, FATEHPUR HAPUR
01.01.2018  [Registered Morgage deed no. 1775 dt. 15.03.2014, Khata| %12,15,000.00 AKHTYARPUR, BHAGWATIPUR, AKKHAPUR,
No. - 93. Khasra No.-663, Thana No.-294, Area- 11.5 71,21,500.00 HASUPURA, ATSENI, PHULRI (NEKNAMPUR),
decimal located at Mauja- Bhagwanpur in the name of Sri 210.000.00 BIHUNI, KARIMPUR, SIKANDARPUR,
Binod kumar Patel S/O- Sri Sureshwar patel. Boundary: R CHAUHANON KI MANDIAYA

N-Lakhan mahto, S-Anil Kumar Patel, E- Sukhdeo mahto,
W-Chandradeo Prasad.

Mob:-9264499031.

STATUTORY 15 DAYS NOTICE UNDER THE SARFAESI ACT, 2002
The borrower/ guarantors are hereby notified to pay the sum as mentioned above along with upto date interest and ancillary expenses before the
date of e-auction, failing which the property will be auctioned/ sold and balance dues, if any, will be recovered with interest and cost.

time of E-auction:- 10.12.2020, 11.00 AM to 4.00 PM. 3. For further details and terms & conditions, please visit website- www.pnbindia.in, http://
eprocure.gov.in/epublish/app, www.mstcecommerce.com, & http://www.ibapi.in and / or contact the respective Authorized Officer Sri Atulya Kumar

1. All the above secured assets are under symbolic possession. 2. Last date for submission of EMD Online is 08.12.2020 upto 5.00 p.m. Date &

Copy of the route alignment is available in the office of the undersigned. Notice is hereby given
to the general public to make observation/ representation on the proposed transmission system
within two months from the date of publication of this notice before 24.01.2021 to the office of

Date : 18.11.2020
Place : Biharsharif

Authorised Officer
For Punjab National Bank, Circle Office, Biharsharif

New Delhi

the undersigned in writing. For further particulars and clarifications please contact following:

Name: Sh. A. Ahmad, Chief Executive Officer, Office Address: Powergrid Meerut Simbhavali
Transmission Limited, Plot-01, Pocket-N, Ganga Nagar, Meerut, UP-250001. Email:

ahmad@powergridindia.com; Phone No. 9873549
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WORDLY WISE
BANKING INSTITUTIONS ARE MORE DANGEROUS TO
OUR LIBERTIES THAN STANDING ARMIES.

— THOMAS JEFFERSON

TheIndianEXPRESS

«» FOUNDED By «»

RAMNATH GOENKA

BECAUSE THE TRUTH

INVOLVES US ALL

OPEN CAUTIOUSLY

Banking sector needs more competition. But allowing corporates
inwithout strong regulation could heighten systemic risk

ESPITE REPEATED CALLS for liberalising entry into the banking sector in India,

the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has until now been conservative in its ap-

proach when it comes to granting bank licences. Under both the 2001 and

the 2013 licensing guidelines, only a few new private sector banks were al-
lowed to enter the sector. Calls for allowing in big corporate houses have until now been
firmly resisted by the central bank. But going by the report of the internal working group
(IWG) of the RBI, released on Friday, a fundamental shift in the thinking on this contentious
issue appears to have taken place. The IWG has recommended allowing large corporate/in-
dustrial houses to promote banks in the country, despite most experts cautioning against
such a move. While there can be no argument against the need to usher in greater competi-
tion, and the need for greater private capital, especially at the current juncture, this recom-
mendation calls for a vigorous and open debate on the issue of corporate ownership of banks
before implementation.

The risks associated with allowing large corporate houses to promote banks are well
known. As the former Governor and Deputy Governor of the RBI, Raghuram Rajan and Viral
Acharya, have warned, doing so could lead to “connected lending”, wherein depositors’
money could easily find its way into the kitty of the corporate promoters and their connected
businesses, heightening systemic risk. Given the questionable standards of corporate gover-
nance in Indian companies — numerous examples of crony capitalism have come tolight in
the recent past — questions over conflict of interest are bound to arise. As the report itself
mentions, “it will be difficult to ring fence the non-financial activities of the promoters with
thatofthe bank”. There is also the fear of the more politically connected business houses ob-
taining these licences. And coming at a time when many large corporates are consolidating
their position in sector after sector, allowing bigger, muscular, and well-connected business
houses entry into banking could lead to further concentration of power. This, as Rajan and
Acharya have cautioned, could “exacerbate the concentration of economic (and political)
power in certain business houses”.

It has been argued that such concerns can be addressed by strong supervision and well
thought out regulation. However, recent episodes such as the collapse of IL&FS, the Nirav
Modi scam at the Punjab National Bank, and the implosion of the Punjab and Maharashtra
Cooperative Bank, don'tinspire confidence in the regulator’s supervisory capabilities. Financial
skulduggeryis areality. Creative ways of circumventing regulations are likely to crop up. Thus
the importance of first beefing up regulatory and supervisory capabilities can’t be stressed
enough. While there is a strong case for liberalising entry into the banking sector, and to en-
courage the creation of big private banks capable of meeting the financing needs of the econ-
omy, a system of stringent checks and balances will need to be put in place before the cen-
tral bank contemplates any such step.

BEFORE THE FIRST SHOT

India will need to build an adult vaccination system virtually
from scratch. There is no time to lose

NTHE PAST three weeks, late-stage trials for a COVID-19 vaccine have shown en-

couraging results, even as many parts of the world, including India, grapple with

a new surge of infections. Particularly heartening for India are the interim data

from the trials of the vaccine jointly developed by Oxford University and the
pharma major, AstraZeneca. The Pune-based Serum Institute of India, a collaborator in the
project, reportedly anticipates the preventive “to be available in the country very soon”.
But it’s also evident that the immunisation drive will be a long-drawn affair and the first
lot of the vaccines will have to be rationed. The government has reportedly created a
database of one crore healthcare workers who will get the first shot. The next challenge
will be to create an infrastructure for storing and distributing the vials of the preventive
and mobilising a workforce to undertake the inoculation drive.

The Oxford AstraZeneca vaccine can be stored at 2 to 8 degrees Celsius. This is good
news for India because the country does not have the cold storage infrastructure required
by the other frontrunner candidate, the Pfizer vaccine, which must be stored at freezer
temperature. Much work will still need to be done to brace up refrigeration amenities at
multiple points in the vaccine supply chain, including medical stores at the district and
village levels and the ill-equipped PHCs. Transporting the vaccines from the laboratories
to the centres where they will be administered will require coordination between pharma
companies, healthcare and transport authorities and administrative agencies at different
levels. Tracking each vial as it moves across the supply chain will be important for pa-
tient safety. A network of health workers will have to be trained and deployed to ensure
that people don’t have to travel long distances to get themselves vaccinated.

India does not have much experience of vaccination programmes across all age groups.
The country’s immunisation drives, by and large, target children and pregnant women.
Unlike the US, which has an influenza inoculation programme, India will have to build an
adult vaccination system virtually from scratch. The challenge of inoculating a substantial
chunk of the country’s 130 crore population in about two years against the coronavirus can
be gauged from the fact that less than 20 crore children have been vaccinated against polio
in 25 years. It's imperative that the country puts a system in place for the purpose.

(CONSENSUS BUILDER

As chief minister, Tarun Gogoi led Assam’s recovery
after the insurgency years

HEN TARUN GOGOI became chief minister for the first time in 2001,
Assam was reeling under the aftereffects of two decades of violent agi-
tations and insurgencies. Gogoi had two battles to win: Rebuild Assam
from the wreckage of the past and rebrand the Congress as an inclusive
party.He was successful in doing both — he won the next two elections to become the state’s
longest-serving CM and repaired Assam’s fractured society and crumbling economy.

Gogoi was successful because he recognised the importance of maintaining social peace
evenin the face of grave provocations. He engaged with different insurgent groups — ULFA,
Bodo parties —and many militants joined the mainstream. He also skilfully negotiated with
the Centre for financial support. Assam did see bomb blasts and communal violence under
his watch, but Gogoi presented himself as a leader with a healing touch. Under Gogoi, the
Congress managed to overcome the perception that it was inimical to regional and ethnic
interests, the legacy ofits political positioning during the Assam Movement. Gogoi champi-
oned the Assam Accord and believed that a National Register of Citizens offered a solution to
the state’s longstanding complaint about illegal migration. He had a nuanced position on the
matter and refused to frame it in religious terms. Gogoi was in the forefront when Assam
took to the streets against the amendment to the citizenship Act.

Longyearsin politics and government — Gogoi joined the Congress under Indira Gandhi,
served in the Narasimha Rao ministry, and was trusted by both Sonia and Rahul Gandhi —
had, perhaps, convinced him that aggressive measures are unlikely to resolve problems that
stemmed from the legacies of colonialism and Partition. Gogoi’s method was to let wounds
heal and build on the positives. Assam, and the country, benefited from this approach.

Protecting Article 32

Right to constitutional remedies is the Constitution’s
soul. Surely apex court is mindful of that

UPENDRA BAXI

THE LEARNED CHIEF Justice of India, Justice
SA Bobde, is reported to have stated during
the hearing of journalist Siddique Kappan’s
bail matter, that the Court was trying to “dis-
courage” recourse to Article 32, the funda-
mental right to constitutional remedies.
Pratap Bhanu Mehta, in a scathing article
(‘Their Lordships & Masters’, IE, November
18) says that the CJI has “unwittingly let the
catout of the bag”, demoting the fundamen-
tal right to a mere matter of organisational
adjudicative leadership. For him, this is “a
perfect metaphor for our times”, because
such discouraging involves episodic suspen-
sion of Article 32. Apart from recalling
philosopher Walter Benjamin’s thesis that
there is “no document of civilisation which is
not at the same time a document of bar-
barism”,Ido not engage the wider aspects of
his analysis but here focus narrowly on the
analytic of Article 32.

The catwas out of the bag along while ago.
The apex judicial process shows clearly that
the Courtregards Article 32 asajudicial power
subject to the fundamental principles of ad-
ministration of justice. It has already extended
rules and doctrines such as laches (delays) or
res judicata (a matter already decided by a
competent court)or any other principle of ad-
ministration of justice. CJI M Hidayatullah in
Tilokchand (1970) said that what Article 32
does is to keep open “the doors of this court”
and requires the state not to “put any hin-
drance” to a person seeking to approach the
Court. But this does not mean that “the Court
must ignore and trample under foot all laws of
procedure, evidence, limitation, res judicata
and the like”. Justice MP Thakkar (and Justice
BCRay)in Kanubhai Brahmbhatt (1987) went
even further: Speaking of the “alarming pro-
portions” of judicial delays, they observed that
“time forimposing self-discipline has already
come, even if it involves shedding of some
amount of institutional ego” and to “inspire
confidence in the litigants that justice will be
meted out to them at the High Court level,and
other levels”. True, faith “must be inspired in
the hierarchy of Courts and the institution as
awhole” and not” only in this Court alone”.
So, even if there is a constitutional right to

The just demand for an
expeditious and effective bail
system stems from manifest
discrimination in bail where
one case is fast tracked
whereas others are
consigned to slow moving
judicial action, even when
rights to life and health are
endangered. Scandalous
judicial delays, measures of
decongestion and diversion,
and a bold resolution of ‘who
watches the watchman’
syndrome now demand
urgent apex response.

remedies it remains subject to the discipline
of judicial power and process.

But the Court has also discovered new
facets of Article 32. As early as 1950, it has
ruled that powers under Article 32 are not lim-
ited to the exercise of prerogative writs; in
1987 the Courtruled that it has powers torule
for compensation of violation of fundamen-
tal rights; and in 1999 it said that this power
extended to the rectification of its own mis-
takes or errors. Thus, it is simply unworthy to
attribute orimpute any insidious motive from
a stray remark: Does CJI Bobde at all wish to
cancel all these norms, and more?

Many further questions are raised. First,
canthe CJlor the Court as a whole suffer from
epistemic collapse so as to receive sharp re-
minders and rebukes from citizen commen-
tators? How may we ever forget that justices
swear an oath to protect the “constitution by
law established” and that they inherit judicial
worlds and wisdom? Second, justices usually
come to the Supreme Court not as Alice en-
ters the Wonderland; rather they emerge as
judicial beings after long years at the bar and
the bench, and many have served as chief jus-
tices of one or more high court. Are they then
likely to suffer from amnesia of the constitu-
tional fact that Article 32 does not merely con-
fer wide powers on the Court but also the ju-
dicial duty to provide constitutional
remedies?

Third, do lawyers and justices not know
that what distinguishes Article 32 from Article
226 is the very dimension; the high court’s
vast jurisdiction technically casts no duty on
them to enforce fundamental rights. They
have the discretion toact or not to; in contrast,
the Supreme Court must.

Fourth, Article 32 is not absolute, no con-
stitutional right is. Of course, the Supreme
Courtdecides on what “appropriate proceed-
ings” should be for it to be so moved. But the
Court may not prescribe any process asit likes
but only that process which preserves, pro-
tects and promotes the right to constitutional
remedies.

Article 33 clearly says that the right will
not extend to the members of armed forces,
those members of armed forces “charged

with the maintenance of public order”, those
“employed in any bureau or organisation es-
tablished by law” for “intelligence or counter
intelligence”, and “employed by any State bu-
reau or organisation established by any Force”
for (orin connection with) “telecommunica-
tion system”. Article 32 may not restrict or
abrogate the “maintenance of discipline
among them”. The Court has also upheld (in
1997) the 50th amendment enlarging the
scope of this article against a challenge of the
basic structure of the Constitution. And the
power may validly be delegated to the rule-
making competence of the executive, pro-
vided that such rules “are necessary for en-
suring the proper discharge of duties by the
Armed Forces”.

Justice AK Patnaik, editing further DD
Basu's Shorter Constitution of India , rightly
doubts the state power toamend alaw under
Article 33, and particularly Article 34, autho-
rising Parliament to indemnify particular per-
sons “for any act done... in connection with
the maintenance or restoration of orderin any
area within the territory of India”. But even
such a power, Justice Patnaik rightly main-
tains, will not eclipse the right of a “person...
detained without the authority of law... to
move for habeas corpus”.

The just demand for an expeditious and
effective bail system stems from manifest dis-
crimination in bail where one case is fast
tracked whereas others are consigned to slow
moving judicial action, even when rights to
life and health are endangered. Scandalous ju-
dicial delays, measures of decongestion and
diversion, and a bold resolution of “who
watches the watchman” syndrome now de-
mand urgent apex response.

As the Yale historian Rohit De reminds us
vividly, Article 32 makes the apex courtintoa
“people’s court”. And future historians should
not be able to conclude that the Court deliber-
ately dealt deathblows to this “soul” of the
Constitution, as Babasaheb Ambedkar de-
scribed Article 32.

The writer is professor of law, University of
Warwick,and former vice chancellor of
Universities of South Gujarat and Delhi

THE INVIS

3LE PANDEMIC

Gender-based violence was predictable, and preventable, fallout of lockdown

SWARNA RAJAGOPALAN

THE NATIONAL Commission for Women
sounded analarm in early April that domestic
violence cases had spiked in just the first week
of the COVID-19lockdown, as had distress calls.
This was echoed by the UN Secretary-General
who used the term “shadow pandemic”. Since
then, across the world, police, shelters and
helplines have confirmed that although the in-
cidence of domestic violence was always
higher than we liked to admit, there was an
alarming increase in its frequency during the
pandemic. Women, and gender and sexual mi-
norities were confined indoors with their
abusers and even makinga call or stepping out
for shelter were likely to be very challenging.
Tothose working invictim support services
and advocacy against gender-based violence,
thisis no surprise. Had the state, society or me-
dia paid any attention to decades of feminist
studies or reports, we would have known how
to brace for such a spike. But when the pan-
demic hit,whole societies took cover with zero
social protection in place, triggering a human-
itarian crisis to equal the impact of COVID-19.
Till date, public discussion of the pan-
demic’simpacton gender violence is confined
to domestic violence. But violence cannot be
categorised in airtight boxes—domestic vio-
lence; rape and sexual assault; street sexual
harassment; workplace sexual harassment;
custodial rape; conflict-related sexual violence;
communal violence; war; drone strikes; caste
violence. Violence is the short-hand language
we use to communicate power play and, as
such, different kinds and contexts of violence
lie onaspectrum whichis defined by inequal-

To those working in victim
support services and
advocacy against gender-
based violence, the spike in
violence is no surprise. Had
the state, society or media
paid any attention to decades
of feminist studies or
reports, we would have
known how to brace for it.
But when the pandemic hit,
whole societies took cover
with zero social protections
in place, triggering a
humanitarian crisis to equal
the impact of COVID-19

ity and the desire to control.

The only real trickle-down effect we know
of is proliferating brutalisation. Structural vio-
lence, as in the deep-seated inequalities of
Indian society, creates a climate where state vi-
olenceis tolerated because we are conditioned
to granting others power over us and condon-
ing its abuse. Those who are instrumental in
carrying out the state’s coercive orders inter-
nalise that sense of entitlement. When the con-
stable who is rewarded for brutality with un-
dertrials goes home, the only language he has
mastered is that of coercive force. The child wit-
nesses daily violence and understands it to be
the normallanguage of humaninteraction. The
male child who gets everything he reaches for
knows he is entitled and that he can grab with
impunity—because every other authority fig-
ure, political, social and economic, does.

While we have been focused on domestic
violence, as in every other crisis, we could an-
ticipate a rise in other kinds of violence too.
Most rapes are perpetrated by people known
to the victim; now lock them together in a
small joint family home and imagine the ter-
ror. Remember that the lockdown made ac-
cess to reproductive healthcare, including
abortion, very difficult. The tedium of lock-
downis the new context of marital rape, with
frustration over income uncertainty proffered
as justification.

Thelockdown rendered hundreds of thou-
sands jobless and homeless. People fainted and
died onthatbrutal walk home. What happened
totheir children? How many were raped or traf-
ficked? We will not know how many girls were

married forcibly and early in desperation to see
them safe and fed. We can only imagine the
plight of women and girls with disability, left
alone to fend for themselves in the aftermath.
As the streets emptied out, how many women
selling vegetables or tea—allowed towork afew
hours a day—were made more vulnerable to
harassment by passers-by or police? With
“work-from-home”, how many new forms of
workplace harassment have emerged? We will
know only with time, how many new kinds of
violence have emerged as products of this ex-
tended period of desperation, tedium and “no
one is looking” impunity.

Violence is the ominous, omnipresent, ob-
viousreality in the lives of girls, women, sexual
and gender minorities and many, many boys.
What we know from every complex emer-
gency in history is that sexual and gender-
based violence is both early warning of a cri-
sis as well as one of its most brutal
consequences. Far from shadowy or surpris-
ing, sexual and gender-based violence was the
most predictable consequence of the lock-
down. Systematic creation of a support infra-
structure (easy access helplines, secure shel-
ter services with enabling cultures), bystander
intervention awareness and gender violence
sensitisation of the police and administration
especially for crisis contexts, would have mit-
igated the epidemic of violence. But the truth
is we simply do not care enough.

The writer is an independent scholar and
founder of Prajnya, which has worked for
gender violence awareness since 2008
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5 KILLED IN ASSAM

FIVE PERSONS WERE killed and several in-
jured while troops were called in at two
places to restore order on the first day of the
state-wide indefinite non-cooperation
movement in Assam, launched by central
and state government employees. Of the five
dead, three were killed in police firing in the
industrial town of Tinsukia and the others
was stabbed to death at Kalapahar and
Maligaon area of Guahati city. Troops were
called in to support civilian authorities. The
movement is in support of a charter of de-
mands, including an immediate solution to
the foreigners issue and and meeting the
seven demands of secretariat employees.

Workin all central and state government of-
fices was completely paralysed in almost all
the districts of the Brahamaputra Valley as
employees did not turn up despite the gov-
ernment's stern warning.

MANDATE FOR CMs

THE CONGRESS-I CHIEF ministers of
Maharashtra, Orissa and Rajasthan won mas-
sive mandate as results in the Assembly by-
elections gave the party a marginal gain.
With results for all but three of the 15 seats
declared, the Congress-I got eight seats and
the opposition won four. The chief ministers
who won landslide victories are ] B Patnaik,
AR Antulay and Jagannat Pahadia, all of

New Delhi

whom shifted to the states from the Centre
after the June Assembly elections. Of the re-
maining four seats, two went to the Lok Dal
and one each to the Bharatiya Janata Party
and the Janata Party.

CHARLES IN DELHI

PRINCE CHARLES, HEIR apparent to the
British throne, was accorded a warm wel-
come at Palam airport. HeisinIndiaona 12-
day state visit and was greeted by dignitaries,
including ambassadors, Union ministers and
heads of missions. He was greeted by
External Affairs Minister PV Narasimha Rao
and the other ministers present included P
CSethi, N D Tiwari and Pranab Mukherjee.
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“While many are thrilled by the prospect of immunisation .. the unusual speed
with which these products have been developed and tested has prompted
anxiety among others, including those normally sanguine about vaccines.”

— THE GUARDIAN

The power of two

From Mookerjee-Upadhyaya to Vajpayee-Advani, the BJP has valorised teamwork.
How will history judge Modi-Shah?

VINAY SITAPATI

A JUGALBANDI IS a concert featuring two
musicians with separate styles and often
distinct instruments. Yet, they somehow
manage to make music together. Narendra
Modi and Amit Shah are only the latestina
long line of jugalbandis in the Bharatiya
Janata Party. The first was from the early
1950s during the early years of the Jana
Sangh — the precursor party to the BJP.
Syama Prasad Mookerjee, the youngest
vice-chancellor in the history of Calcutta
University, was the erudite voice in
Parliament. His partner was Deendayal
Upadhyaya, deputed from the RSS to pro-
vide the organisational chords to
Mookerjee’s rhetorical flourishes. This
choice of Mookerjee and Upadhyaya was
deliberate social engineering. Hindu nation-
alism always knew it was both a movement
seeking to shape society as well as a party
pursuing power. It needed an orator as well
as an organiser.

Thejugalbandi that embodied this most
was the 60-year-long partnership of Atal
Bihari Vajpayee and Lal Krishna Advani.
Both had separate styles and distinct instru-
ments. Vajpayee grew up in a poor Gangetic
Brahmin family and joined the RSS because
of his caste and because his Gwalior was
also Marathi-speaking. Advani came from
the cosmopolitan Karachi of the 1930s. He
spoke English before he learnt Hindi, and
his wealthy family owned a horse-driven
Victoria carriage (a luxury even in Karachi)
and possessed a lavish home with a room
just for games. Had it not been for the cata-
clysm of Partition — which turned the pros-
perous Advanis into penniless refugees —
Advani might never have joined the RSS. He
was, and this is the irony, too much of a
“Macaulayputra”.

What accentuated these social diver-
gences was — as is well known — ideologi-
cal postures that seem the reverse of their
backgrounds. Vajpayee was the “moderate”
who knew how to seduce Parliament; he
was the greatest political orator India has
produced. Advani was the “hardliner” who
could divine the mood of the cadre and of
the RSS. More than Parliament, he cared
what the party headquarters at Ashoka
Road in Delhi and RSS basecamp at
Hedgewar Bhawan in Nagpur thought.
There was an element of acting in both
these outlooks; Vajpayee and Advani knew
the role they had to play. But there was also
much authenticity to the act.

Yet, despite these differences, Vajpayee
and Advani worked together to control their
party from 1968 (after Deendayal’s murder)
all the way till 2004 (when the BJP lost the
national elections). Their partnership en-
abled the first bloom of the lotus. And even
when the love from their political marriage
evaporated (which it did from 1998 to
2004) they remained united. Divorce was
not an option.

This ability to stick together through
thick and thin was based on three entwined
strands. There was personal chemistry of
course — their shared love for Bollywood
films and their matching emotional quo-
tients. The second strand in their bond was

professional compatibility, the ability for
one to handle party and the other to man-
age Parliament. But the third and most im-
portant reason for the strength of their re-
lationship was the teamwork embedded
into their political ideologies. Right from
their youth, the RSS tells its own one ac-
count of history. This version has Hindus
losing battles and being invaded by foreign-
ers because of back-stabbing and in-fight-
ing. The veracity of this history is beside the
point. What matters is that its lessons have
been converted to an ethic of organisational
unity — what I call “Hindu Fevicol” in my
recent book on the BJP before Modi. It is an
ethic demonstrated by Vajpayee and
Advani’s ability to see each other through.

Ina country as hierarchical as India, pro-
fessional rankings formulated early tend to
persist. Diplomats, bureaucrats, and gener-
als from “senior batches” would rather re-
sign than serve under a “junior”. To work
under someone who has once worked un-
der you is considered a loss of face. One of
the few exceptions is the example of crick-
eter Virat Kohli who first reported to cap-
tain M S Dhoni, then one day became
Dhoni’s captain. It goes to Dhoni’s credit
that he continued serving despite this de-
motion. Team-building mattered more than
ego-massages.

Now consider this: From 1968 to 1986,
Vajpayee was the leader of his party, and
Advani served under him. But in 1986, the
RSS forced the “Gandhian socialist”

There was personal
chemistry of course -
Vajpayee and Advani’s
shared love for Bollywood
films and their matching
emotional quotients. Both
were sensitive men, capable
of crying or laughing at the
drop of a hat. The second
strand in their bond was
professional compatibility,
the ability for one to handle
party and the other to
manage Parliament. But the
third and most important
reason was the teamwork
embedded into their political
ideologies.

CR Sasikumar

Vajpayee to step down. For the next nine
years, Vajpayee might have sulked on mute,
but he continued to be part of the BJP, serv-
ing under Advani as the party moved in a
more radical direction. Cut to 1995, when
Advani — who was the RSS’s choice for
prime minister — announced Vajpayee as
prime ministerial candidate. Advani re-
alised that, in the coming elections, the BJP
could not win a majority and the coalition
allies it needed would recoil from his blunt
image. The rest is history, as Vajpayee be-
came prime minister thrice —in 1996, 1998,
and 1999 — and Advani served wordlessly
under him. For a duo to switch positions
once (like Dhoni and Kohli) is noteworthy.
To have them switch places twice has no
precedent anywhere in the world.

Ajugalbandiis a concertrevelling in dif-
ference. But it is more than that. Both per-
formers have the same status; no musician
is the accompanist of the other. They are
both playing an equal music. What to make,
then, of the music being played in today’s
BJP? Narendra Modi is currently Amit
Shah’s boss. But if their party requires, are
they capable of one day switching places?
Vajpayee and Advani, for all their many
many foibles, were driven by something
larger than themselves. How will history
judge today’s jugalbandi?

Sitapatiis the author, most recently, of
Jugalbandi: The BJP Before Modi.
He teaches at Ashoka University

Leader with a healing touch

Tarun Gogoi had the ability to disagree without upsetting colleague or foe

PRADYOT MANIKYA BIKRAM DEBBARMA

GROWING UP IN the northeast of India in
the Nineties was not easy. There would be
frequent bandhs, especially on January 26
and August 15, when insurgent groups
would “request” us to avoid joining the cel-
ebration of the “Indian colonial state”. It
would be unimaginable to venture out after
sunset without your parents worrying
about you and almost all business estab-
lishments would shut before dusk.

Assam was no different when Tarun
Gogoi assumed responsibility as chief min-
ister of the state. It was a time when people
were trying to migrate from the state for a
better life. An incompetent administration
had pushed the state to the brink of bank-
ruptcy. The shadow of ULFA and SULFA (a
state-backed insurgent outfit of surren-
dered militants)loomed large over the most
prosperous and populated state in the
Northeast.

The Assamese people, who had
emerged after agitations in the 1970s and
’80s, were in desperate need of hope. An al-
ternative emerged in Tarun Gogoi, who was
not your traditional crafty politician but a
leader who provided the state with a much-
needed healing touch. It is not that he did
not have adversaries, but his ever-smiling

face and approachable nature endeared
him to all. In an age of showmanship, power
and arrogance, Gogoi's biggest strength was
to make everyone feel loved and wanted.
Even his biggest detractors will agree that
he was not a vicious person.

As an administrator, Gogoi was more of
adelegator. This ensured the emergence of
agroup of second-rung leaders in the party
under his tutelage, among them Himanta
Biswa Sarma, Pradyut Bordoloi and
Rockybul Hussain. Detractors often criti-
cised him for being soft on religious minori-
ties. The truth is he inherited this problem.
In fact, one of the factors that helped the
Congress win consecutive elections under
Gogoi's leadership was his subtle rejection
of an alliance with AIUDF leader,
Badaruddin Ajmal. It is said there was
tremendous pressure on Gogoi from the
Congress central leadership to “accommo-
date” Ajmal before the 2006 assembly elec-
tions. But to his credit, Gogoi defied the
leadership and this open defiance proved
to be a decisive factor in the Congress win-
ning the election. The people of Assam saw
his stance as a commitment to preserve the
heritage and culture of the state.

Not many leaders from the Northeast

have been able to hold their own in the so-
called national parties. The slogan Indira is
India, coined by D K Baruah, is an example
of the sycophancy leaders from the region
could stoop to. Gogoi was different. He be-
longed to a generation of leaders like
William Sangma, Hiteshwar Saikia, Santosh
Mohan Dev, Bibhu Devi, G G Swell and S C
Jamir, who held sway on their own and
were not seen as the voice of “Delhi” in the
Northeast. This is an important aspect miss-
ing in today’s Congress — the absence of
strong regional leaders who echo the senti-
ments of the region to Delhi.

The demise of Tarun Gogoi marks the
end of an era. As chief minister of Assam,
he rebuilt the state and its economy.
Millennials may not remember, but if their
lives are significantly better than ours, some
credit goes to Gogoi. He was a man who ap-
preciated ordinary party workers and never
failed to acknowledge their contribution (I
have personally witnessed this from my
Youth Congress days). His biggest strength
was his humility, something hard to spot
among our current leaders.

I did not always agree with him when
we were in the same party. In hindsight, as
ayounger person, [ was more forceful than

him on alot of issues such as NRC and CAA,
and [ openly disagreed with the Congress
high command. He agreed with me in pri-
vate, but to my dismay never spoke out
forcefully on these issues. Frustrated, I left
the Congress while he stayed on. [ have al-
ways felt he could have done more to influ-
ence opinion in the party because of his
stature. When I met him earlier this year
during a Supreme Court hearing on the
CAA, he smiled and said: “I understand why
you left the party, but this is how the party
functions these days.” I was no longer up-
set but bowled over by his honesty and hu-
mility. Tarun Gogoi the man was no differ-
ent from Tarun Gogoi the chief minister.

This ability of Gogoi's — to disagree
without upsetting a former junior colleague
or a foe — is a quality all of us could try to
emulate. His demise may not be felt imme-
diately, but when Assam’s political history
is written, it would be impossible to over-
look his contributions, especially the im-
pact of his 15 years as CM. All of us who
knew him, irrespective of party affiliation,
will mourn his demise.

The writer is chairman, Indigenous
Progressive Regional Alliance

Pulling off the
pandemic poll

Bihar affirmed Election Commission’s ability to

conduct elections tha

ASHISH KUNDRA

THE DUST HAS settled on the polling fields
of Bihar. A new government has assumed
office. The “masked” swearing-in cere-
mony was a sobering reminder of these dif-
ficult times. The run-up to the elections,
amid a pandemic, turned the spotlight on
the Election Commission. A quotidian af-
fair became an extraordinary challenge.

Democracies around the world were
equally confounded. It was a Hobson’s
choice — to conduct elections in time or to
defer them to an uncertain future. A few
nations dithered, while others like South
Korea went ahead. On September 25, the
Chief Election Commissioner, while an-
nouncing the schedule of elections, pro-
claimed that it was a “leap of faith and not
aleap into the dark.”

The numbers were staggering. Bihar,
with more than 73 million electors, out-
strips the entire population of the United
Kingdom. A state which was bequeathed a
proud legacy of having given the world its
first republicis no ordinary state. A constel-
lation of factors forced it to demonstrate
leadership yet again. The die was cast and
elections had to be held in time. A niggling
doubt remained. Would voters shy away
from turning up at the polling booth?
Global experts raised ared flag on the pos-
sibility of low turnout. Amammoth prepa-
ration exercise followed. Consultation with
political parties, government machinery
and other stakeholders was set into mo-
tion. Detailed instructions and advisories
spelt out safety and health protocols. The
results were astounding. People of Bihar
belied all expectations. The numbers were
higher than what they had been five years
ago. More than 57 per cent voters exercised
their franchise in a three-phase poll. It was
areaffirmation of their unwavering faithin
democracy. Equally, it was a testimony to
the abiding trust in the Election
Commission to conduct elections which
are not only free and fair, but safe as well.

A few things stand out from the mas-
sive electoral exercise, which deserve spe-
cial attention. First, in a state with the high-
est population density, voters even in
remote rural hinterland demonstrated re-
solve and discipline. For the most part, they
queued up as prescribed, maintaining the
etiquette of social distancing. Managing
crowds during campaigns was a tougher
proposition. Cases were registered in in-
stances of egregious violations.

Second, the messaging of safe protocols
resonated with the masses. People, who
were ordinarily unaccustomed to wearing
masks even during times of contagion,

tare free, fair — and safe

came masked up or wrapped their tradi-
tional gamchha or sari as a measure of pro-
tection. Gloves and protective gear hitherto
associated with hospitals became embed-
ded in the election process with ease.

Third, even when afforded a choice to
use the postal ballot, an overwhelming ma-
jority of the aged and the infirm preferred
to use the EVM at the polling station. The
much-maligned machine won over the pa-
per ballot. This is a tribute to the belief of
Indian people in the robustness of the elec-
tronic machine, political rhetoric notwith-
standing.

Fourth, the entire administrative ma-
chinery of the state, which willy-nilly gets
involved in elections one way or the other,
worked as a team united towards a com-
mon goal. The health department of Bihar
delivered not only the kits to be used by
over 7,00,000 polling personnel, but also
made precise arrangements for safe dis-
posal of bio-medical waste. Police and ex-
cise authorities stepped up their vigil, es-
pecially along the borders, making record
seizures of cash and liquor.

The Election Commission plays the pre-
eminent role of superintendence, direction
and control of elections, unlike some other
democracies. The Constitution arms it with
the necessary heft to enforce order. Each
election has seen an incremental improve-
ment over previous ones. The commission
has embraced the use of technology on a
much greater scale than far more advanced
nations. The entire cycle of voting, from
registration of voters to counting, is a part
of an integrated digital framework.
Candidates and political parties secure per-
missions online and file nominations dig-
itally. People with disabilities are able to
voluntarily make requests for wheelchairs
and special assistance. Deployment of the
electronically transmitted postal ballot for
members of the armed forces and diplo-
matic missions abroad has helped in in-
creasing their participation in elections. A
crowd-sourcing of time-stamped photos
and videos alert the authorities on viola-
tions of the model code of conduct,
prompting quick action. A national election
management body has helped in the stan-
dardisation of rules of the game and defin-
ing uniform processes for registration, vot-
ing and counting. The utility of this
institution was also brought in sharp relief,
given the timely and orderly declaration of
results. Trenchant critics also raised a toast
to the immaculate arrangements for Bihar
elections.

Waves of pandemics, by their very na-
ture, take time to abate. Some early signals
of development of a vaccine have raised
hope of humanity beating the vexatious
virus. Democracy, which defines the soul
of our nation, cannot be held hostage to the
invisible enemy. Even a force majeure can-
not shake the democratic compact which
binds our country.

The writer is Deputy Election
Commissioner, Election Commission of
India. Views are personal

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

TOO MUCH POWER

THIS REFERS TO the report, 'Allowing
corporates toown banks a potential risk'
(IE,November 24). The proposal to open
up bank licences for corporates will ex-
acerbate the concentration of economic
and political power in business houses.
Itwill increase the importance of money
power in our political system, and will
lead to authoritarian cronyism. The po-
tential contagian risks of this uncalled-
for move will lead to corporate defaults
rising significantly. The country will do
better if professional management is
brought into PSBs, and sell stakes to the
broader public, for energy and efficiency
in them.

Rajiv Boolchand Jain, Zirakpur

NO PLAN

THIS REFERSTO the report, ‘SC seeks sta-
tus report from states, Centre’ (IE,
November 24). The Supreme Court's
consternation over the COVID spike de-
spite its suo motu intervention in June
is evident from the direction to states
and the centre to file status reports in
two days. It may be recalled that this
court had earlier rejected a PIL for for-
mulation of a national plan to combat
COVID-19. Moreover, it is not clear how
the SCis going to assess or audit these
reports toit's satisfaction. The key to suc-
cess in disaster management is pre-
paredness. Inadequacies in terms of lo-
gistics, human resources, and lack of a
well-coordinated plan are evident from
impromptu measures across states.
LR Murmu, Delhi

KASHMIR AND GURU
IN THE EIGHTIES in Kashmir; my fam-
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ily would travel to far away Delhi, to visit
Gurdwara Sis Ganj Sahib. My grandfa-
ther explained the significance of this
pilgrimage. In the last quarter of 17th
century, our country saw its rights and
liberties being snatched away by the
rulers. Pandit Kripa Ram Dutt from
Martand, Kashmi. brought this to the
notice of Revered Guru Teg Bahadur at
Anantpur Sahib in May 1675. The Guru
raised his voice for the countrymen and
soon was imprisoned and tortured at
Delhi and finally beheaded at Sis Ganj
at Chandani Chowk on November 11,
1675. In 1783, Baghel Singh built the
Gurdwara Sis Gunj. The indebted Nation
gave the title of “Hind-di-Chadar” — the
Shield of Bharat — to the revered Guru.
Since 1979 on Republic Day, the Sikh
Regiment salutes twice — once to the
President and the second time to
Gurdwara Sis Ganj. Sikh history and its
link with Kashmir is little known and
should be made part of the school
curriculum.

Reapan Tikoo, via email

New Delhi
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DEFAMATION CASE

Ramani stands by
statement, says won’t
settle case with Akbar

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 24

JOURNALIST PRIYA Ramani, on
trialin a defamation case filed by

former Union minister M J Akbar,
has through her lawyers told a
Delhi court that she will not set-
tle the case with Akbar and
stands by her statement.

The submissions were made
before  Additional  Chief
Metropolitan Magistrate
Ravindra Pandey, who had urged
lawyers for both Ramani and
Akbar to consider settling the
defamation case since the offence
was compoundable in nature.

On Tuesday, ACMM Pandey
asked the lawyers whether they
had a chance to talk or "are the
doors shut?" Bhavook Chauhan,
appearing on behalf of Ramani,
told the court, "Our stand is
clear... Ramani stands by her
statement. If the complainant
wants to withdraw then he may
bring it on record.”

Senior advocate Geeta
Luthra, appearing on behalf of
Akbar, told the court, "If the ac-
cused was apologetic. If there
was any indication from them, I
will ask my briefing counsel.”

Akbar's lawyers told the court
to continue the case on its mer-
its, following which the court
said the issue of settlement was
closed. The court set the next
date of hearing on December 2.

Akbar has sued Ramani for
defamation over allegations of sex-
ual misconduct and harassment.
With several other women com-
ing forward with similar allega-
tions, Akbar resigned as Minister
of State for External Affairs.

On Tuesday, Luthra con-

Priya Ramani, M ] Akbar

time, since a new judge was
transferred to the case.

Luthra begun the hearing by
going through the background of
the case and told the court that
Akbar had a "long, illustrious ca-
reer..animpeccable reputation. It
was not only in professional life...
He has done extreme handwork
and was an exacting senior..."

Luthra then read out excerpts
from Ramani's article published
in Vogue in 2017. "She names the
complainant, says he didn't do
anything. Despite that she is call-
ing him a pervert, predator... It's
not that she has done any research
orany enquiry....”

She also read out Akbar's
statement made to the court
along with that of his witnesses.
"This takes care of showing that
reputation was impeccable and
he was respected amongst right
thinking members of the soci-
ety," Luthra said.

Referring to Ramani's tweet
on Akbar's resignation, she told
the court, "Tam showing the lack
of responsibility here" as the
tweet "turned out to be false".

"She makes this statement.
Never gives an apology or corri-
gendum.Itisanother factthat3-4
days later he did give his resigna-
tion. You cannot make statements
inthe airwithout any basis or ver-
ification," Luthra told the court.

Luthra said thatin this case all
ingredients of defamation have

cluded her final arguments,
which were made for a second

beenmade out. While reading out
excerpts from Ramani's cross ex-
amination, Luthra
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forefosfiera =href weaTe ®q srgwell, <& wd| | account and did not
sfowmodio # usfird S%eri @ fafaer|| retrieve it. "It is as
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==X JguEe www.etender.up.nic w[| evidence."
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Tamil Nadu, Puducherry  CBI court discharges
brace for Cyclone Nivar

Landfall today, state govts take precautions, PM assures help

ARUN JANARDHANAN &
ESHAROY

CHENNAI,NEW DELHI,
NOVEMBER 24

A DEEP depression over Bay of
Bengal that has intensified into
a cyclonic storm is expected to
make landfall Wednesday
evening along the Tamil Nadu
coast with a wind speed of 120-
130 kmph, gusting up to 145
kmph, weather officials said on
Tuesday. Authorities in Tamil
Nadu and Puducherry, which are
expected to take the brunt of cy-
clone Nivar, said precautionary
measures were being taken
while the central government
assured all necessary help.

In New Delhi, IMD officials
said Nivar was likely to intensify
intoasevere cyclonic stormin the
next 12 hours and into a very se-
vere cyclonic stormin the subse-
quent 12 hours.

“It is very likely to move
west-northwestwards for next
12 hours and then northwest-
wards. It is very likely to cross
Tamil Nadu and Puducherry
coasts between Karaikal and
Mamallapuram on November
25 late evening as a very severe
cyclonic storm with a wind
speed of 120-130 kmph gusting
to 145 kmph,” IMD director gen-
eral Dr M Mohapatra said.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi spoke to Tamil Nadu Chief

Awaterlogged road in Chennai during heavy rain triggered
by Cyclone Nivar. P

Minister Edappadi K
Palaniswami and Puducherry
Chief Minister V Narayanasamy
and assured all possible support
from the Centre. “I pray for the
safety and well-being of those
living in the affected areas,” the
Prime Minister later tweeted.
Mohapatra said Andhra
Pradesh and Telangana will also
experience heavy rainfall as the
cyclone proceeds over the next
two days after making landfall.
A tidal wave of about 1.5m
height above the astronomical
tide is likely to inundate low-ly-
ing areas of north coastal dis-
tricts of Tamil Nadu and
Puducherry, Mohapatra said.
Tamil Nadu Revenue Minister
R B Udhaya Kumar told The
Indian Express, “We have 4,733

relief camps with a total capacity
of 12 lakh people ready, some 85
centres are opened currently.”

The state has announced
public holiday on Wednesday.
Barring essential services, gov-
ernment offices across the state
will remain closed.

In Puducherry, a magisterial
order was issued, imposing pro-
hibitory orders under Section
144 from Tuesday 9 pm till 6 am
Thursday morning,

While the Navy and Coast
Guard have made preparations to
deploy relief teams, National
Disaster Response Force DG SN
Pradhan in Delhi said 22 reliefand
rescue teams have been deployed
in Tamil Nadu, Pudducherry and
Andhra Pradesh while eight
teams are on standby:.

Uttarakhand wildlife board clears
proposal to denotify elephant reserve

LALMANIVERMA
DEHRADUN, NOVEMBER 24

THE UTTARAKHAND  State
Wildlife Board on Tuesday
cleared a proposal to cancel the
notification of Shivalik Elephant
Reserve, which is spread over
5,409 square km, in the state. The
formal order for canceling the
notification will be issued by the

state forest department.
Sources said the board passed
the proposal at a meeting chaired
by Chief Minister Trivendra Singh
Rawat as forest officials argued
that the notification for elephant
reserve was creating hurdles in
development work in that area.
The officials said at the meet-
ing that the elephant reserve has
no legal sanctity and there is no
provision for it in forest and
wildlife Acts.
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government had no-

tified the Shivalik Elephant
Reserve after obtaining permis-
sion from the Centre, There are 14
forest divisions inside this reserve.

Chief Wildlife Warden ]S
Suhag confirmed the board's de-
cision and said even after the no-
tification is canceled, the area
will remain a reserve forest and
rules of Forest Conservation Act
will remain applicable there.

Suhag said the board's deci-
sion has no connection with the
expansion of the Jolly Grant air-
portin Dehradun.
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1. | Cleaning & Providing Barbed | 11.29 ]25.11.2020 | 15.12.2020 | 16.12.2020 | 21.12.2020
Wire Fencing of Park (Near at11.00AM | at5.00PM | at11.00AM [ at5.00 PM
Plot No. HE-1 to HE-12) at
I.A. Sikandrabad,
Distt. Bulandshahar
2. | Providing Barbed Wire 5.48 |25.11.2020 | 15.12.2020 | 16.12.2020 | 21.12.2020
Fencing in Boundary of at11.00AM | at5.00PM | at11.00AM [ at5.00 PM
Park at |.A. Sikandrabad,
Bulandshahar
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two policemenin2003
Gujarat encounter case

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
AHMEDABAD, NOVEMBER 24

A SPECIAL CBI court in
Ahmedabad on Tuesday dis-
charged two policemen accused
in the Sadiq Jamal Mehtar en-
counter case of 2003, observing
that there was nothing on record
to support allegations of their in-
volvement, marking the first dis-
charge in the case.

According to the CBI, the ac-
cused policemen — RL Mavani
and Ajayapalsingh Siyaram
Yadav — were part of the “en-
counter team and present at the
spot of encounter”. The court
said that they were part of a “dis-
ciplined force, where seniors are
notaccustomed to hear ‘no’ from
the mouth of staff on duty”.

The two accused were facing
charges of criminal conspiracy,
wrongful restraint, wrongful con-
finement, kidnapping or abduct-
inginorderto murder, kidnapping
or abducting with intent secretly

and wrongfully to confine person,
murder and abetment when of-
fence was committed.

Discharging Mavani and
Yadav, the court said, “...There is
nothing onrecord to support the
allegations of involvement of
these two applicants from start
to finish... If there is nothing on
record with regard to the pres-
ence and involvement of present
applicants then they cannot be
taken as conspirators. There is
nothing to show that they have
committed any overt act with
knowledge or have tacitly con-
sented to the object of detention
and killing of Sadik...”

The court relied on 50 pros-
ecution witnesses’ statements as
well as the FIR filed by the crime
branchin the case. The FIR noted
that ] G Parmar (then police in-
spector, who later died) fired five
rounds and A [ Saiyed (then po-
lice inspector) fired six rounds
on Sadiq.

“As per the FIR, these two ap-
plicants (Mavani and Yadav)

have done nothing during these
crossfires. It has not been inves-
tigated that at that time, these
two applicants were armed with
weapons or not... Their mere
presence at the place of en-
counter, that too, on obeying the
order of senior officer, is not suf-
ficient to charge them for mur-
der...,” noted special CBI Judge
Bharat Ambalal Dave.

Sadiq (28), from Bhavnagar,
was killed on the intervening
night of January 12 and 13,2003,
at Naroda near Galaxy Cinema,
after an intelligence input for-
warded by the Gujarat Police
linked him to Salim Chiplun, an
aide of gangsters Anees Ibrahim
(gangster Dawood Ibrahim’s
brother) and gangster Chhota
Shakeel.

The alert said that “Dubai-
based” Sadiq was sent by terror-
ist outfit Lashkar-e-Taiba to kill
then deputy prime minister LK
Advani, then Gujarat chief min-
ister Narendra Modi and VHP
leader Pravin Togadia.

HC asks doctor to take down posts
critical of Byju's-owned edtech firm

SOFIAHSAN
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 24

OBSERVING THAT social media
encourages people to post unsub-
stantiated content, the Delhi High
Court on Tuesday, in yet another
order, restrained a Twitter user
from posting or sharing anything
defamatory, derogatory and dep-
recatory against edtech firm
WhiteHat Jr, its management and
its employees, and asked him to
take down certain existing tweets
criticising the company.

The Byju's-owned company,
which provides online coding
classes to children, has this week
taken two social media users —an
engineer and a doctor - to court
for posting allegedly defamatory

content and running an “un-
substantiated narrative” against
itand the curriculum being of-
fered by it to the children.

On Monday, the court had
passed a limited ad interim in-
junction against Pradeep
Poonia,anlITian,and asked him
totake down certain tweetsand
videos posted on YouTube.

Hearing WhatHat Jr’s suit
against Mumbai-based
Aniruddha Malpani, whose
website says heis the founder of
anangel investment firm, Justice
Mukta Gupta on Tuesday ob-

sertions — when somebody puts
outapost, the other person thinks
what has been stated in that post
is a “gospel truth” and without
knowing them, feels the need to
shareit.

“I cannot get out of this fact
that a person thinks he is doing
right when he is posting [re-
posting] somebody’s posts...not
even knowing who s the person
posting it, whether that person
has a mala fide intention or
whether that person has some
adverse interest... and still claim
that I am right. It is inconceiv-
able,” the court said.

The court also said that a per-
son can today create a “cacoph-
ony” by the number of people
tweeting and retweeting the
same thing which may have no
basis. “It is happening day in and
day out. I am responsible for my
tweet, but when I tweet, | must
say whatIknow as afact,notwhat
a third party knows. You don’t
even know the person whois ac-
tually tweeting, putting it on a
post... which you tweeted for-
ward,” Justice Gupta observed in
response to a submission that
there were several complaints
against WhiteHat on social media.

WhiteHat had earlier submit-
ted before the court that Malpani
hasinvested in several start-ups,
including one dealing in educa-

asone referring to Sameer Bajaj’s
appointment asits global head of
communications and external af-
fairs as “appointing a spin doctor
is like putting lipstick on a pig”.

It was argued that such com-
ments are not fair criticism, and
that reputation is an equally a
protected right.

Malpani termed the suitan at-
tempt to muzzle free speech and
argued thatevery tweet hasbeen
taken out of context before the
court. One of the reasons the com-
pany was being addressed in such
a fashion, he argued, is for its
claims to make children Elon
Musk, engineer-industrialist and
one of the world's richest persons,
and for using a campaign called
‘Wolf Gupta’, which shows a child
as someone who could go on to
earn crores.

Inasimilar case, the court had
on Monday restrained Poonia
from downloading the instruc-
tions and curriculum of WhiteHat
and circulating it in public do-
main, and also prohibited him
from hacking or accessingits sys-
tem or internal communication
system in an unauthorised man-
ner and then displaying the con-
versation between its employees
on YouTube. The courtalso asked
him to not comment on the num-
ber of teachers employed by
WhiteHat and their quality.
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CORONAVIRUS DASHBOARD

3D printed swabs now in
use worldwide: developers

IN SEPTEMBER, researchers pub-
lished the results of clinical trials on
an innovation: 3D printed nasal
swabs as an alternative to commer-
cial swabs to test for Covid-19 (re-
ported in The Indian Express on
September 28). Since then, hospitals
worldwide have used the original
files to print swabs in tens of millions.
Next week, the results of the trial, first
published in the journal Clinical
Infectious Diseases, will now be pre-
sented at the annual meeting of the
Radiological Society of North
America (RSNA) next week.

3D printed nasopharyngeal
swabs developed by University of
South Florida. Radiological Society of
North America

Researchers at University of South
Florida (USF) Health designed, tested
and produced the 3D printed nasal
swab prototype. The large-scale clin-
ical trial began in late
March at three sites:
Tampa General Health
(Florida),  Northwell
Health (NY), and Thomas
Jefferson  University
Hospital (Philadelphia).
Other sites joined later.
The swabs were found to
work as well and as safely
as the standard commer-
cial nasal swabs. The only
adverse reaction was a
few instances of slight nasal bleeding.
The cost of materials per 3D-printed
nasal swab ranges from 26 to 46
cents; commercial swabs cost about
$1 each, the authors said then.

By now, “USF Health has printed
more than 100,000 3D NP swabs, and
hospitals around the world have used
our 3D files to print tens of millions
more swabs for point-of-care use,” Dr
Summer Decker of USF Health said in
a statement issued by RSNA.

After researchers designed and
tested the 3D printed alternative,
Tampa General Hospital (affiliated to
USF) adopted the swab as its stan-

than 300 swabs a day for the hospi-
tal and its affiliated care centres. The

PAPER

CLIP

NEW RESEARCH

USF filed for a provisional patent
on the 3D swab and provided the de-
sign files and clinical data at no cost
to hospitals, clinics and licensed med-
ical device companies around the
world.

“Medical 3D printing is housed in
the field of radiology, and RSNA and
the 3D Printing Special Interest Group
give us a voice. This project shows
novel ways that radiology depart-
ments around the world can directly
impact hospitals and clinical care
during a crisis like Covid-19,” Dr
Decker said.

hospital’s six printers
continue to print about
9,000 swabs per week.

The 3D printing
process takes up to 15
hours depending on the
printer. The printed swabs
are rinsed in isopropyl al-
cohol, cured and hand-in-
spected for defects. Each
swab is then sterilised in
an autoclave and packed
inatestkit.

Source: Radiological Society

dard of care and began printing more of North America
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Why settlement of Bru tribals has triggered vio

DEBRAJDEB
AGARTALA,NOVEMBER 24

PARTS OF North Tripura have witnessed vi-
olent protests recently over the proposed re-
settlement of Bru tribals. One person was
killed in police firing on Saturday, a Fire
Service personnel died of injuries in hospi-
tal, and 23 people including 15 police per-
sonnel were injured.

What are the protests about?

In 1997, 37,000 people of the Bru (or
Reang) tribe fled to Tripura from Mizoram,
on account of ethnic clashes there. Since
then, 5,000 have returned to Mizoram while
32,000 remain in camps in Tripura. In
January this year, an agreement was signed
by the Centre, the two state governments and
Bru representatives to allow the remaining
32,000 to permanently settle in the state.

This led to protests from Bengali and Mizo
groups in Tripura. They claim that settling
thousands of migrants permanently in

Kanchanpur sub-division of North Tripura
district would lead to demographic imbal-
ance, exert pressure on local resources and
potentially lead to law and order problems.

Who are the Brus?

They are acommunity indigenous to the
Northeast, living mostly in Tripura, Mizoram,
and Assam. In Tripura, they are recognised
as a Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Group. In
Mizoram, they were targeted by ethnic or-
ganisations who demanded that the Brusbe
excluded from electoral rolls.

How did the protests in Tripura develop?

It started with memoranda, demonstra-
tions and press conferences of a newly
formed organisation called Nagarik Suraksha
Mancha. These escalated to highway block-
ades and violent clashes with police.

The Mizo Convention, a Tripura-based or-
ganisation, has teamed up with the Mancha
on a platform called Joint Movement
Committee (JMC) and announced that not
more than 1,500 Bru families would be al-

SIMPLY PUT QUESTION 8 ANSWER

Corporates as banks: key issues

Arecent RBI report has recommended that large corporate and industrial houses should be allowed
ownership of private banks. What led to this recommendation, and why has it come in for criticism?

UDIT MISRA
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 24

A RECENT report by an Internal Working
Group of the Reserve Bank of India has at-
tracted a lot of attention as well as criticism.
The IWG was constituted to “review extant
ownership guidelines and corporate struc-
ture for Indian private sector banks” and sub-
mitted its report last week.

The IWG submitted several recommen-
dations, but one, in particular, has raised a lot
of concern. This had to do with allowing large
corporate/industrial houses to be promoters
of private banks.

Ina joint write-up published on LinkedIn,
former RBI Governor Raghuram Rajan and
former RBI Deputy Governor Viral Acharya
severely criticised the suggestion by the WG,
describing it a “bombshell”. “It would be
‘penny wise pound foolish’ to replace the
poor governance under the present struc-
ture of these (public sector/government-
owned) banks with a highly conflicted struc-
ture of ownership by industrial houses,”
Rajan and Acharya wrote.

Why was the IWG constituted and what
were its recommendations?

The banking system in any country is of
critical importance for sustaining economic
growth. India’s banking system has changed
alot since Independence when banks were
owned by the private sector, resulting in a
“large concentration of resources in the
hands of a few business families”.

To achieve “awider spread of bank credit,
prevent its misuse, direct a larger volume of
credit flow to priority sectors and to make it
an effective instrument of economic devel-
opment”, the government resorted to the na-
tionalisation of banks in 1969 (14 banks)and
again in 1980 (6 banks).

With economicliberalisationin the early
1990s, the economy’s credit needs grew and
private banks re-entered the picture. As
Chart 1 shows, this had a salutary impact on
credit growth.

However, even after three decades of
rapid growth, “the total balance sheet of
banks in India still constitutes less than 70
per cent of the GDP, which is much less com-
pared to global peers” such as China, where
this ratio is closer to 175%.

Moreover, domestic bank credit to the

PRIVATE BANKS VERSUS OTHER BANKS, OVER THE YEARS
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private sector is just 50% of GDP when in
economies such as China, Japan, the US and
Korea it is upwards of 150 per cent. In other
words, India’s banking system has been
struggling to meet the credit demands of a
growing economy. There is only one Indian
bank in the top 100 banks globally by size.
Further, Indian banks are also one of the least
cost-efficient.

Clearly, India needs to bolster its banking
systemiif it wants to grow at a fast clip. In this
regard, it is crucial to note that public sector
banks have been steadily losing ground to
private banks as Charts 2, 3 and 4 show.
Private banks are not only more efficient and
profitable but also have more risk appetite.

Itis in this background that the IWG was
asked to suggest changes that not only boost
private sector banking but also make it safer.

For the most part, the IWG’s recommen-
dations are unexceptionable in that they bol-
ster prudential norms so that the interests of
the depositors are secure and banks and their
promoters are not able to game the system.

Why is the recommendation to allow
large corporates to float their own banks
being criticised?

Historically, RBI has been of the view that
the ideal ownership status of banks should
promote a balance between efficiency, eq-
uity and financial stability.

A greater play of private banks is not
without its risks. The global financial crisis

0f 2008 was a case in point. A predominantly
government-owned banking system tends
to be more financially stable because of the
trust in government as an institution.

Moreover, even in private bank owner-
ship, past regulators have preferred it to be
well-diversified — that is, no single owner
has too much stake.

More specifically, the main concern in
allowing large corporates — that is, business
houses having total assets of Rs 5,000 crore
or more, where the non-financial business
of the group accounts for more than 40% in
terms of total assets or gross income — to
open their own banks is a basic conflict of
interest, or more technically, “connected
lending”.

What is connected lending?

Simply put, connected lending refers to
a situation where the promoter of a bank is
alsoaborrower and, as such, it is possible for
apromoter to channel the depositors’ money
into their own ventures.

Connected lending has been happening
for a long time and the RBI has been always
behind the curve in spotting it. The recent
episodes in ICICI Bank, Yes Bank, DHFL etc.
were all examples of connected lending. The
so-called ever-greening of loans (where one
loan after another is extended to enable the
borrower to pay back the previous one)is of-
ten the starting point of such lending.

Unlike a non-bank finance company or

NBFC (many of which are backed by large
corporates), a bank accepts deposits from
common Indians and that is what makes
this riskier.

Simply put, itis prudent to keep the class
of borrowers (big companies) apart from the
class of lenders (banks). Past examples of
such mingling — such as Japan’s Keiretsu and
Korea's Chaebol — came unstuck during the
1998 crisis with disastrous consequences for
the broader economy.

In the past, RBI has always frowned upon
this suggestion. In fact, when the IWG
reached out to its set of experts, it found that
barring one, all of them “were of the opinion
that large corporate/industrial houses should
not be allowed to promote a bank”.

Then why recommend it?

The Indian economy, especially the pri-
vate sector, needs money (credit) to grow. Far
from being able to extend credit, the govern-
ment-owned banks are struggling to contain
their non-performing assets.

Government finances were already
strained before the Covid crisis. With growth
faltering, revenues have plummeted and the
government has limited ability to push for
growth through the public sector banks.

Large corporates, with deep pockets, are
the ones with the financial resources to fund
India’s future growth.

Of course, choosing this option is not
without serious risks.

5 reasons why Oxford-AZ vaccine scores

ANILSASI
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 24

THE 70% overall efficacy readout notwith-
standing, the AstraZeneca-Oxford Covid-19
vaccine, AZD1222, could come as better news
than that of the Pfizer-BioNTech and
Moderna vaccines, despite both having earlier
reported much higher protection of up to 95%.
Here are five reasons why the AZD1222 pre-
liminary results hold more promise, both in
medical terms and for markets such as India.

The half-dose boost

THE analysis issued by Oxford-AZ on

Monday showed a striking difference in
efficacy, depending on the amount of vac-
cine delivered — two full doses given a
month apart looked to be just 62% effective
while, intriguingly, participants who re-
ceived alower amount of the vaccine in afirst
dose and then the full amount in the second
dose were found to be 90% less likely to de-
velop Covid, compared with participants in
the placebo group.

While the reasons for this are still being

Avehicle burnt during the protests in
North Tripura. Express

lowed to settle in Kanchanpur.

Do the Brus have any support in Tripura?
The Indigenous Progressive Regional

examined, the half dose giving higher protec-
tion s really good news — as the manufactur-
ers will have more doses available, making it
possible to cover more of the population, es-
pecially in the initial months when supply
will be constrained.

Also, the overall 70.4% efficacy is still higher
than for most flu jabs, which offer 40-60%.

Wider efficacy

THE Oxford-AZ vaccine, from the prelim-

inary results, shows that it works across
all age groups — including the elderly. Plus,
there’s areally interesting hint in the prelim-
inary data that the regimen s also able to re-
duce asymptomatic infection. Both these as-
pects are being seen as big advantages over
the initial trial results put out by the Pfizer-
BioNTech combine and Moderna.

Crucially, if the Oxford-AZ vaccine is better
attackling symptomatic spread, it might allow
countries to get toa point where authorities can
stop the virus in its tracks, and it can’t transmit
from person to person. There’s going tobe alot
more data tocome and over the next month or
soon these aspects.

Also, there were no severe cases in the

Alliance ( TIPRA) chaired by Pradyot Deb
Barman, scion of the erstwhile Tripura royal
family and formerly a Congress leader, has
thrown its support behind the Brus. Pradyot
has demanded action against the killers of
the fireman, and called for peace.

The opposition Congress and CPM, on the
other hand, have criticised the police firing.

Whatis the resettlement plan?

Over the last 10 months, the state has
planned 12 resettlement spots across six dis-
tricts with 300 families each. Under the
agreement, the Centre has announced a spe-
cial development project with funding of Rs
600 crore. Each resettled family will get an
estimated 0.03 acres (1.5 gandas) of land for
building a home, Rs 1.5 lakh as housing as-
sistance, and Rs 4 lakh as a one-time cash
benefit for sustenance,a monthly allowance
of Rs 5,000 and free rations for two years
from the date of resettlement.

If it was agreed, why the protests?
JMC convener Sushanta Baruah said the

23,000 people who got the shot.

Easier storage & distribution
UNLIKE the Moderna and Pfizer-BioNTech
vaccines, which must be stored/trans-

ported at -20-80°C, the Oxford-AZ candidate

can be stored at closer to normal fridge tem-
peratures, which means it can be distributed
and administered cheaper and faster.

The vaccine can be transported under nor-
mal refrigerated temperatures of 2-8°C, AZ
said Monday. By comparison, Pfizer has to
distribute its vaccine using specially designed
“thermal shippers” that use dry ice to main-
tain temperatures of -80°C.

The Oxford-AZ vaccine can be supplied
using the usual supply chain for vaccines cur-
rently in use across countries such as India,
especially to rural areas where cold chain lo-
gistics are weak.

Much cheaper
ASTRAZENECA, which has pledged it
'won't make a profit on the vaccine during
the pandemic, has reached agreements with
governments and international health organ-
isations such as GAVI that pegs its cost at

agitation was started to save “ancestral lands”
from Bru migrants. “Though opposed to the
whole idea of having more people perma-
nently settle within limited resources of the
area, we honoured the agreement signed by
central and state governments and agreed to
it. But now the district administration has pro-
posed to set up six of 12 resettlement sites in
Kanchanpur alone and settle 5,000 families
here,” Baruah said. He alleged that 650
Bengali families from around Kanchanpur
and 81 Mizo families from Jampui Hill range,
who fled due to “atrocities” by Brus, were yet
to be resettled two decades on.

Whatis the government stand?

The Revenue Department has stressed
that Bru migrants would be settled in vari-
ous locations identified in six districts. The
government has clarified that concerns
about the migrants being settled in one place
are false, and appealed to people to refrain
from sharing such content on social media.

Kanchanpur Sub-Divisional Magistrate
Chandni Chandran denied having received

New Delhi

about $2.50 a dose.

In contrast, Pfizer’s vaccine costs about
$20 a dose, while Moderna’s is upwards of
$25.There s a theoretical possibility that the
Oxford-AZ vaccine could get even cheaper,
given the finding that a smaller initial dose is
more effective than a larger one.

Made in India

SERUM Institute of India’s Covishield,

which the Pune-based company has been
producing “at risk”, is a variant of AZD1222
and is currently undergoing late-stage hu-
man trials. This could be among the first vac-
cines that could be used to inoculate Indians
once the bridging study being conducted in
India is cleared by the drug regulator.

Plus, the results of the Oxford-AZ vaccine
could be extremely positive news for Russia’s
Sputnik V vaccine, which uses a technology
similar to AZD1222. The Russian vaccine is
also under trials in India, with the involve-
ment of Hyderabad-based Dr Reddy’s Labs.

India doesn’t really have any firm tie-ups
for either the Pfizer-BioNTech or Moderna
vaccine — both of which use the novel mRNA
technology — at present.

lent protestsin Tripura

any policy decision regarding settling 5,000
migrant families within her jurisdiction. The
selection of families of resettlement s still in
progress and no figure can be cited now, she
told The Indian Express.

Aletter from the North Tripura District
Magistrate to the Officer on Special Duty of
the Revenue Department, dated October 28,
reads that the district administration had es-
timated the fund requirement for permanent
settlement of 6,000 Bru migrants in the dis-
trict. The figures in the letter show that 5,000
Bru families were estimated to be resettled in
six locations in Kanchanpur sub-division.

How have the Brus reacted?

Mizoram Bru Displaced Peoples Forum
general secretary Bruno Mshasaid the agita-
tion has left migrants in fear and uncertainty.
“We are suffering an economic blockade due
to this movement. We haven’t received food-
grains as per our relief package this month
and if this strike continues, we don’t know
how long we can put up,” he said, urging the
government to ensure law and order.
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= |OPOFTHE = STILLNO CONCESSION, BUT PRESIDENT RUNNING OUT OF OPTIONS

Trump admin clears way for start of
formal transition to Biden presidency

Another court setback for Trump in Pennsylvania; Michigan certifies Biden’s win

WORLD

David Dinkins

USA
NYC’sfirst Black
mayor, David

Dinkins, dies

DAVID DINKINS, who
broke barriers as New York
City’s first African-
American mayor, but was
doomed toasingle term by
asoaring murder rate, stub-
born unemployment and
his mishandling of ariot in
Brooklyn, has died. He was
93. Dinkins died Monday;,
the New York City Police
Department confirmed.
The department said offi-
cers were called to the for-
mer mayor’s home in the
evening. Initial indications
were that he died of natural
causes. Dinkins,acalmand
courtly figure with a pen-
chant for formal wear, was
a dramatic shift from both
his predecessor, Ed Koch,
and his successor, Rudolph
Giuliani — two combative
and abrasive politicians in
a city with a world-class
reputation for impatience
and rudeness. AP

PAKISTAN
Imranappoints
hislawyeras
chairmanof PTV

PAKISTAN PRIME Minister
ImranKhan has appointed
alawyer, who led his legal
teamin the PanamaPapers
leak case,asthe head of the
state-run Pakistan
Television (PTV), mediare-
ports said on Tuesday. The
appointment of lawyer
Naeem Bukhari was made
in apparent haste as the
federal Cabinet had in its
meeting last week consid-
ered abrief for hisappoint-
ment but did not endorse
hisinductionas PTV chair-
man, Dawn newspaper re-
ported. The notification
read: “The Federal
Government is pleased to
appoint Shahzada Naeem
Bukhari as Independent
Director of Pakistan
Television Corporation
Board.” PTI

TAIWAN
Tsaiaimstoguard
sovereignty with

new submarines

TAIWAN PRESIDENT Tsai
Ing-wen on Tuesday
vowed to defend the
democratic island’s sov-
ereignty with the con-
struction of anew fleet of
domestically-developed
submarines, a key project
supported by the United
States to counter neigh-
bouring China. Taiwan
has been for years work-
ing to revamp its subma-
rine force, some of which
date back to World War
Two, and is no match for
China’s fleet. REUTERS

REUTERS & NYT
WASHINGTON, NOVEMBER 24

US PRESIDENT-ELECT Joe Biden
on Tuesday began a new phase
in his transition to the White
House after the Trump adminis-
tration gave the Democrat access
tocritical resources that will en-
able him to take the reins of
power in January.

The General Services
Administration’s announcement
onMonday thatitwould formally
recognise Biden's transition came
after weeks of the president
falsely claiming that the Nov. 3
election had been marred by
widespread voter fraud.

Trump, in a post on Twitter,
offered support for the move.

Critics have said the
President’s refusal to accept the
results undermined US democ-
racy and undercut the next ad-
ministration’s ability to fight the
novel coronavirus.

While Trump stopped short of
conceding, itwas the closest he has
come to acknowledging that it is
time to hand over power to Biden,
whowill take office on January 20.

The GSA announcement will
allow the president-elect to ac-
cess millions of dollars in funds
and focus on putting together a
leadership team.

The move followed a key court
decision in Pennsylvania, where

OFFICE =
PRESIDENT ELECT
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The president-elect will now receive federal funding to start

the transition. AP

Theelectionisover. It’s
time to put aside the
partisanship and the
rhetoric designed to
demonise one another. We
have to come together.”

JOE BIDEN
U.S. PRESIDENT-ELECT

the state’s Supreme Court ruled
against the Trump campaign and
the President’s Republican allies,
stating that roughly 8,000 ballots
with signature or date irregulari-
ties must be counted.

In Michigan, the statewide

Pak to form new intel body
to coordinate all its spy
agencies under ISI chief

SAJJADHUSSAIN
ISLAMABAD, NOVEMBER 24

PAKISTAN PRIME Minister Imran
Khan has approved the setting
up of the National Intelligence
Coordination Committee, a
mechanism to coordinate over
two dozen intelligence organi-
sations in the country, to be
headed by the ISI chief, accord-
ing toamedia report on Tuesday.

Although there have been
discussions about the establish-
ment of the coordination forum,
its terms of reference and modus
operandi would be decided once
it formally takes shape, Dawn
newspaper quoted a senior se-
curity source as saying.

The move is part of the long-
awaited reform of the intelli-

gence apparatus, which aims at
clarifying the role of respective
agencies, improving their coor-
dination and optimising their ca-
pabilities, the report said.

A leaked version of the
Abbottabad Commission’s report
had revealed that the commis-
sion, while noting the absence of
civil-military intelligence coordi-
nation mechanism, had proposed
the establishment of an agency
onthelines of the US Department
of Homeland Security to syner-
gise the working of main spy
agencies in the country.

The Abbottabad Commission
was set up to investigate the cir-
cumstances surrounding the
killing of elusive Al Qaeda chief
OsamabinLadeninaUSraidona
compound in the garrison city of
Abbottabad in 2011. PTI

Darwin notebooks reported
stolen from Cambridge library

ASSOCIATED PRESS
LONDON, NOVEMBER 24

CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY
launched an appeal Tuesday to
find two valuable notebooks
written by Charles Darwin after
they were reported as stolen
from the university’s library.
The notebooks, estimated to
be worth millions of pounds, in-
clude the 19th-century scien-
tist’s famous ‘Tree of Life’ sketch.

They haven’t been seen since
2000, and for years staff at the li-
brary believed that the manu-
scripts had probably been mis-
placed in the vast archives. But
after doing a thorough search, li-
brary staff now concludeit’s likely
that the notebooks were stolen.

“My predecessors genuinely
believed that what had happened
was that these had been mis-
shelved or misfiled,” said Jessica
Gardner, university librarian and
director of library services.

canvassing board, with two
Republicans and two Democrats,
voted, 3-0, to approve the results,
with one Republican abstaining.
Itofficially delivered to Bidenakey
battleground state, and rebuffed
the President’s legal and political
efforts to overturn the results.

While Trump on Monday said
he backed GSA Administrator
Emily Murphy’s decision, he and
his advisers vowed to continue
fighting the election results.

“The electionis over.It’s time
to put aside the partisanship and
the rhetoric designed to de-
monise one another. We have to
come together,” Biden tweeted
on Tuesday.

China Defence
Minister’s Nepal
visit: Cooperation
between armies
is main agenda

YUBARAJ GHIMIRE
KATHMANDU, NOVEMBER 24

GENERAL WEI Fenghe, China’s
Defence Ministerand a member
of its Central Military
Commission, will spend a sub-
stantial amount of time in the
headquarter of the Nepal Army
during his 12-hour-long “work-
ing visit” to Nepal on Nov 29.

Officials
said security,
defence and
military-to-
military co-
operation
would be
one of the
main agen-
daswhenthe
two sides
meet. General Fenghe is the high-
est-ranking Chinese official to
visit Nepal after President Xi
Jinping's visit last year.

Apart from meeting both
Nepal President Bidhya Devi
Bhandari and Prime Minister K
P Sharma Oli, Gen Fenghe is
scheduled to meet Nepal’s Chief
of Army Staff General Purna
Chandra Thapa.

The visit comes at the end of a
series of three high-level visits
fromIndia — R&AW chief Samant
Goel, Chief of Army Staff General
M M Naravane and Foreign
Secretary Harsh Vardhan Shringla
— within a span of six weeks.

General Wei
Fenghe

EXPLAINED

Biden team to
finally get access
to key resources

WITH THE head of the
General Services
Administration designating
Biden as the apparent win-
ner of the US election,
the president-elect’s transi-
tion team gets access to
these key resources from
the federal government un-
der the Presidential
Transition Act:

MW $6.3 million in federal
funds for the transition.

M Office space provided by
the federal government.

M Security clearances for
members of the transition
team.

M The opportunity for the
Biden team to work with
the heads of federal agen-
cies in order to ensure
a seamless transition
of power.

M Regular briefings on secu-
rity threats to the US as well
as on ongoing military op-
erations.

Biden set to name Yellen
as Treasury secretary

REUTERS
WASHINGTON,NOVEMBER 24

USPRESIDENT-ELECT Joe Bidenis
expected to nominate former
Federal Reserve ChairJanet Yellen
asUSTreasury secretary, breaking
a231-year gender barrierand put-
ting a seasoned economist and
labour market expertin charge of
leading the country out of the
steepest downturn since the Great
Depression.

Yellen, 74, brings Biden
decades of economic policy ex-
perience and is respected by

Janet
Yellen

Congress, international finance
officials, progressives and busi-
ness interests alike. She has
called for opening fiscal spend-
ing taps to revive an economy
wracked by the coronavirus pan-
demic and would be the first
person to head the Treasury, the
Fed and the White House
Council of Economic Advisers.

Bernstein says 21 GOP senators
expressed contempt for Trump

New York: Former Watergate
sleuth Carl Bernstein took to
Twitter to list the names of 21
Republican senators who he says
have “repeatedly expressed con-
tempt” for Donald Trump and
his fitness to be President.
Bernstein’s post was con-
demned Monday by some of
those involved. It was an eyebrow-
raising modern twist on journal-
ism from the former Washington
Post reporter who, with Bob
Woodward in the 1970s, penned

scoops that led to the resignation
of President Richard Nixon.

Bernstein said he learned of
the politicians’ supposed private
feelings through conversations
with their colleagues, staff mem-
bers and lobbyists.

Senators Chuck Grassley, Rob
Portman, Todd Young and Tim
Scott, who were all in Bernstein’s
list, denied the journalist’s
claims. Mitt Romney was also on
the list, but he has publicly criti-
cised Trump in the past. AP

ALong March-5 rocket carrying the Chang’e-5 lunar mission lifts off at the Wenchang Space
Launch Centre in southern China’s Hainan province, early on Tuesday. AP

China hails successful launch as
robotic spacecraft heads to Moon

MARTIN QUIN POLLARD
WENCHANG, NOVEMBER 24

CHINA HAILED as a success its
pre-dawn launch on Tuesday of
arobotic spacecraft to bring back
rocks from the Moon in the first
bid by any country to retrieve lu-
nar surface samples since the
1970s, a mission underscoring
Chinese ambitions in space.
The Long March-5, China’s
largest carrier rocket, blasted off
at 4.30 am Beijing time (2030
GMT on Monday) in a launch
from Wenchang Space Launch
Centre on the southern Chinese

island of Hainan carrying the
Chang'e-5 spacecraft.

The China National Space
Administration (CNSA) called
the launch a success and said in
a statement that the rocket flew
for nearly 37 minutes before
sending the spacecraft onitsin-
tended trajectory.

The Chang’e-5 mission,
named after the ancient Chinese
goddess of the Moon, will seek
to collect lunar material to help
scientists understand more
about the Moon’s origins and
formation. The mission will test
China’s ability to remotely ac-
quire samples from space, ahead

of more complex missions.

State broadcaster CCTV,
which ran live coverage of the
launch, showed images of CNSA
staff in blue uniforms applaud-
ing and cheering as they
watched the spacecraft climbing
through the atmosphere, light-
ing up the night sky.

If the mission is completed as
planned, it would make China
only the third country to have re-
trieved lunar samples, joining
the US and the Soviet Union.

The probe is due to be on the
lunar surface for about two days,
while the entire mission is sched-
uled to take 23 days. REUTERS

Roadside bomb
attack in
Afghanistan
kills at least 14

RAHIMFAIEZ
KABUL,NOVEMBER 24

ROADSIDE BOMBS exploded in
central Afghanistan on Tuesday
killing at least 13 civilians and a
traffic policeman, officials said,
even as government negotiators
and the Taliban meet to try to
end decades of war.

Tariq Arian, spokesman for
the Interior Ministry, said 45
people were also wounded in a
late afternoon blast in Bamiyan
city in Bamiyan province. Several
shops and vehicles were de-
stroyed or damaged.

Mohammad Reza Yusuofi,
spokesman for the provincial po-
lice chief in Bamiyan, said there
were two bombs that exploded
in quick succession.

No one immediately claimed
responsibility for the attack and
Zabihullah Mujahid, Taliban
spokesman, said the group was
not involved.

Violence and chaos have in-
creased in Afghanistan in re-
cent months even as govern-
ment negotiators and the
Taliban are meeting in Qatar to
find an end to decades of re-
lentless war. The two sides have
made little progress.

Also on Tuesday, Norway's
Foreign Minister Ine Eriksen
Soereide said the Scandinavian
country will provide around 650
million kroner ($72.1 million)in
development assistance and hu-
manitarian aid in 2021 to
Afghanistan.

“Our support and further
level (of assistance) will be as-
sessed on the basis of the author-
ities' efforts against corruption,”
Soereide said in a statement. AP

Bangladeshi man
who ‘planned to

fight in Kashmir’
held in Singapore

GURDIP SINGH
SINGAPORE,NOVEMBER 24

SINGAPORE SAID on Tuesday that
its security agencies arrested a
Bangladeshi man, who was plot-
ting attacks against Hindus in his
own country and planning to fight
inKashmir, after they investigated
the suspicious activities of 37 peo-
ple as part of heightened security
measures in the city-state follow-
ingrecent terror attacks in Europe.

In a statement, the Ministry
of Home Affairs said counter-ter-
rorism investigations into the
suspicious activities of 37 people
in Singapore were carried out af-
ter most of them posted on social
media, inciting violence or stok-
ing communal unrest in the af-
termath of the attacks in France.

One Bangladeshi man under
investigation — identified as 26-
year-old Ahmed Faysal — was ar-
rested over “terrorism-related
activities”, the ministry said.

He had bought foldable knives,
which he claimed he would use
for attacks against Hindus in
Bangladesh, itsaid,adding that he
was also willing to travel to
Kashmir to fight against “per-
ceived enemies of [slam”.

Preliminary investigations
showed that Faysal was radi-
calised and harboured the inten-
tion to “undertake armed vio-
lence”, Channel News Asia
reported, citing the statement is-
sued by Singapore’s Ministry of
Home Affairs. PTI

SCIENTISTS WERE SCEPTICAL THAT A MUTATION MADE THE CORONAVIRUS MORE CONTAGIOUS. BUT NEW RESEARCH Is CHANGING MINDS

Evidence builds that an early mutation made pandemic harder to stop

JAMES GLANZ,BENEDICT
CAREY & HANNAH BEECH
NOVEMBER 24

AS THE coronavirus swept across
the world, it picked up random
alterations to its genetic se-
quence. Like meaningless typos
in a script, most of those muta-
tions made no difference in how
the virus behaved.

But one mutation near the
beginning of the pandemic did
make adifference, multiple new
findings suggest, helping the
virus spread more easily from
person to person and making the
pandemic harder to stop.

The mutation, known as

614G, was first spotted in eastern
ChinainJanuary and then spread
quickly throughout Europe and
New York City. Within months,
the variant took over much of the
world, displacing other variants.

For months, scientists have
been fiercely debating why.
Researchers at Los Alamos
National Laboratory argued in May
that the variant had probably
evolved the ability toinfect people
more efficiently. Many were scep-
tical, arguing that the variant may
have been simply lucky,appearing
more often by chancein large epi-
demics, like Northern Italy’s, that
seeded outbreaks elsewhere.

But a host of new research —
including close genetic analysis of

outbreaks and lab work with
hamsters and human lung tissue
—hassupported the view that the
mutated virus did in fact have a
distinct advantage, infecting peo-
ple more easily than the original
variantdetected in Wuhan, China.

There is no evidence that a
coronavirus with the 614G muta-
tion causes more severe symp-
toms, kills more people or compli-
cates the development of vaccines.
Nor dothe findings change there-
ality that places that quickly and
aggressively enacted lockdowns
and encouraged measures like so-
cial distancing and masks have
fared far better than the those that
did not. But the subtle change in
the virus’s genome appears to

A Covid-19 intensive care ward in Bergamo, Italy, early in the
pandemic. NYT

have had a big ripple effect, said
David Engelthaler, a geneticist at
the Translational Genomics
Research Institute in Arizona.

“When all is said and done, it
could be that this mutationis what
made the pandemic,” he said.

The first outbreaks of the

virus would have spread around
the world even without the mu-
tation, believe most researchers,
including Engelthaler. The origi-
nal variant spotted in Wuhan in
late 2019 was already highly con-
tagious, he said. But the mutation
appears to have made the pan-
demic spread farther and faster
than it would have without it.
One study found that out-
breaks in communities in the
United Kingdom grew faster
when seeded by the 614G vari-
ant than when seeded by its
Wuhan ancestor. Another re-
ported that hamsters infected
each other more quickly when
exposed to the variant. And in a
third, the variant infected hu-

New Delhi

man bronchial and nasal tissue
ina cell-culture dish far more ef-
ficiently than its ancestor.

In one of the new studies, a
British team of researchers had an
advantage shared by no one else:
They were able to draw upon the
largest national database of coro-
navirus genome sequencesin the
world. The researchers collected
new evidence that, at least in the
United Kingdom, the variant took
over because it indeed spreads
faster. “When we look at clusters,
the G variant grows more quickly,”
said Erik M. Volz, a researcher at
the Medical Research Council
Centre for Global Infectious
Disease Analysis at Imperial
College London and the leader of

the study.
The data collected by the
Covid-19  Genomics UK

Consortium allowed the team to
observe the growth of infected
clustersasakind of horserace. Side
by side, did clusters of 614G infec-
tions grow faster than infections
involving the ancestral variant?
The 614G variant clearly won
the race, the analysis found. The
precise rate remains uncertain,
but the most likely value gives
614G roughly a 20% advantage in
its exponential rate of growth.
The virus will continue to
change, and while most of those
changes will be mere typos, some
may be more meaningful,
Engelthaler said. NYT
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NIFTY50 CLOSES ABOVE 13,000 FOR THE FIRST TIME

Vaccine boost, record FPlinflows
propel markets to life-time highs

Dow hits record 30K on
economic recovery hopes

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,NOVEMBER 24

BUOYED BY sustained foreign
fund flows, domestic markets on
Tuesday hitanall-timerecord high
with the NSE Nifty index crossing
the 13,0001evel as successful vac-
cine trials boosted the sentiment.
Ignoring the recent spike in Covid
cases, the Sensex jumped 446
points to 44,523.02 and the NSE
Nifty index gained 129 points at
13,055.15.

The bull run is being fuelled
foreign portfolio investors (FPIs)
who have made the highest
monthly buying in November in
the last two decades. Foreign in-
vestors have pumped inaround Rs
53,167 crore in November and in-
vested Rs 1.01 lakh crore in Indian
equitiesin calendaryear 2020, aid-
ingNifty totouch the 13,000levels.

“The FPlinflow increased con-
siderably especially after the end
ofthe electioninthe USand weak-
ness in the dollar index. Another
major reason behind such a large

Ban on
Karvy
Broking
confirmed

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,NOVEMBER 24

THE SECURITIES and Exchange
Board of India (Sebi) on Tuesday
confirmed the ban on Karvy Stock
Broking from taking new clients
and directed exchanges and de-
positories to take appropriate ac-
tion against the entity and direc-
tors. The National Stock Exchange
(NSE) declared Karvy Stock
Broking (KSBL)adefaulterand ex-
pelled it from the membership of
the exchange for non-compliance
withvarious regulatory provisions.

Karvyhasalsobeen prohibited
fromalienatingany of its assets, ex-
cept with prior permission of the
NSEtill the settlement of claims of
investors.

On November 22, 2019, Sebi
banned Karvy from taking fresh
business for allegedly misappro-
priating money and securities be-
longing to its investors in order to
fund its real estate arm Karvy
Realty. The directions in the ex-
parte order passed in November
2019 are operating against it till
date, Sebi said. Karvy neither filed
any reply for revocation of interim
orderornotto confirmthe interim
direction nor availed opportunity
of hearing, it said. Invarious letters
seeking adjournment, Sebi said
KSBL made submissions that it is
transferring securitiesand fundsto
its clients. “Such letters and con-
duct of KSBL show it admits
wrongdoing, as alleged in the ex-
parteorderand therefore, hasbeen
taking the steps to remove the ef-
fects of its wrongdoing such as re-
questing more time soas to return
the funds/securities to its clients
whose securities were unauthoris-
edly pledged by KSBL,” it said.

—— BRIEFLY —

Muthootplanto
buy IDBIMF nixed

New Delhi: The Reserve Bank
has rejected Muthoot Fina-
nce’s proposal to buy IDBI
Bank’s mutual fund busi-
ness, sayingitis notinconso-
nance with the activity ofan
operating NBFC.

T2.5K crraised
viabonds: SBI

New Delhi: State Bank of Ind-
ia (SBI) said it has raised Rs
2,500 crore from bond.

CARS24 raises
$200mn

New Delhi: Online used car
marketplace CARS24 raised
$200 million, in latest fund-
ing led by DST global. PTI

An Oxford Vaccine Group researcher in a laboratory in England
works on the coronavirus vaccine developed by AstraZeneca
and Oxford University. John Caimns/University of Oxford via AP

inflow was the expected stimulus
worth trillions of dollars from cen-
tral banks to revive economies that
are hit hard by the Covid-led lock-
down,” said Hemang Jani, Head -
Equity Strategy, Motilal Oswal
Financial Services.

Indicationsare in favour of the
prevailing bullishness to extend

further but the pace could be grad-
ual, said an analyst.

Nifty touched another mile-
stoneasitcrossed the 13,000level
for the first time and settled
around the day’s high.

Therupee appreciated 10 paise
tocloseat74.01 against the USdol-
lar on Tuesday.

Brent at highest
level since March

REUTERS
NEW YORK/LONDON, NOV 24

THE DOW Jones Industrial
Average breached the 30,000-
mark for the first time on Tuesday,
as optimism that Covid-19 vac-
cines will open the way to eco-
nomic recovery next year fuelled
Wall Street’s rebound froma pan-
demic-driven crash this year. The
go-ahead for President-elect Joe
Biden's transition to the White
House also boosted sentiment.
By 12:01 p.m. ET, the Dow
Jones Industrial Average was up
1.69 per cent at 30,092.53. The
S&P500was up 1.57 per centand
the Nasdaq Composite was up

0.99 per cent.

European markets tracked
gains in Asian and US equities,
with the broad-based STOXX 600
index opening 0.8 per cent higher.

Safe-haven asset gold fell to a
four-month low on Tuesday and
looked set to dip below the $1,800
level as progress on vaccines and
hopes for a quick transition in the
White House drove investors to-
wards riskier assets.

Brent crude futures rose 45
cents,or 1 percent, to $46.51 abar-
rel to add to a more than 20 per
cent surge this month, while US
West Texas Intermediate crude
added 46 cents, or 1.1 per cent, to
$43.52. Brent crude is trading at
its highest level since March.

Meanwhile, Bitcoin moved
within a whisker of its all-time
high, after hitting $19,000 for the
first time in nearly three years.

What is the case against Karvy
and what next for its clients?

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEW DELHI/MUMBAI,NOV 24

AYEAR after misappropriation of
money and securities belonging to
investors by Karvy Stock Broking
Limited (KSBL)came tolight,both
the exchanges and the regulator
have taken action against the bro-
kerage firm.

While Sebi had initially esti-
mated that Karvy had transferred
Rs 1,096 crore to its real estate
business, last week the National
Stock Exchange said that funds
and securities worth Rs 2,300
crore belonging toabout 2.35 lakh
investors of KSBL have been set-
tled so far. The NSE also said that
in coordination with other mar-
ketinfrastructure institutions and
under the guidance of Sebi, it
transferred securities to respec-
tive clients, invoked bank guaran-
tees deposited with clearing cor-
porations and liquidated
securities held by Karvy Group
companies.

AmMID CoviD-19

Whatisthe case?

The case pertains to Karvy
unauthorisedly transferring secu-
rities of clients into one of its de-
mat accounts by misusing the
PoAs(Power of Attorney) given by
itsclients.

In November 2019, when the
case came to light, Sebi moved
against Karvy for violating norms,
including transferring
client shares to itself
and pledging client
shares to raise money;,
whichit diverted toits
real estate arm. Many
of Karvy’s over 2.40
lakh clients had com-
plained to the regula-
torabout money and securities not
coming to their trading accounts.
Karvy allegedly misused clientac-
counts without informing them,
or reporting to the depository or
the stock exchange.

Securities lying in Depository
Participant (DP) accounts belong
toclients and canonly be pledged
to meet the obligations of the re-

EXPLAINED

spective clients and KSBL had no
legal right to create any pledge on
those securities.

Inits report submitted to Sebi,
the NSE had then said that KSBL
misused the power of attorney
givenbyits clients to clandestinely
sell client securities through enti-
ties controlled by it, and used the
funds forits own purposes. To hide
this, KSBLdid not re-
port the DP account
(No. 11458979) inits
submissions to the
NSE from January to
August2019and this
was detected only
during inspection,
the NSE said.

How much money
was involved?

The Sebiorderin 2019 said that
anetamountof Rs 1,096 crore was
transferred by Karvy Stock Broking
to Karvy Realty. However, as per
the latest figure released by NSE
last week, the exchange had set-
tled those funds and securities

worthRs 2,300 crore belonging to
about 2.35 lakh investors of KSBL.
Sources say that some amount
may still be there to be settled be-
cause of disputes but the majority
of theamount has been settled.

While customers were looking
at the stock exchanges for the
money and securities allegedly si-
phoned off by Karvy from theirac-
counts, Sebi started investigating
similar diversions of funds from
the clients’ accounts by other
broking houses.

What happens to the clients?

AsNSE has now expelled KSBL
from the membership of the ex-
change and Sebi in its final order
has banned the firm from taking
fresh business, the existing clients
can’ttrade through KSBL. Stock ex-
change officials say that all the ex-
isting clients of KSBL would have
either got their securities backand
transferredit to another brokerage
firm or would have received the
value of their securities into their
bankaccounts.

‘Hiring activity improves, led by

recruitment in non-tech sectors

’

Even though competition for jobs was lower compared to
several months ago, recruitment activity in India
witnessed an uptick in September, LinkedIn’s ‘Labour

Market Update’ said

30%: Hiring recovery recorded
in September, overayear ago

Recovery in non-tech sectors:
With hiring activity rising and
the digital divide is narrowing, a
recovery is being seen in hiring
for the non-tech sectors

4 2 Likelihood of job

N XSeekers in badly-hit
sectors, like recreation & travel,
searching foremploymentina

different sector; lower than 6.8
times as of June

Source: LinkedIn/PTI

International market data till 1900 IST

Monthly rise in procurement
and payments to MSMEs: Govt

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 24

THE MINISTRY of Micro, Small
and Medium Enterprises
(MSMEs) Tuesday said that there
has been a monthly rise in pro-
curement and payments to
MSMEs, alongside a fall in the ra-
tio of pendency of payments. The
pending payments to MSMEs are
around one-fifth against the pro-
curement and within the 45-day
window, it said.

Total procurement and trans-
actions from MSMEs has gone up
almost two-and-a-half times in
October to Rs 5,000 crore com-

‘Economic
activity up
on pent-up
demand, may

not sustain’

Nov trends indicate
moderation: Icra

ENSECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 24

THE PICK-UP in economic activ-
ity in October is the result of
pent-up demand and may not
sustain going ahead, Icra has said.

Multiple fast-paced indica-
tors, including GST collections,
have been showing a sharp re-
covery since October. The agency
said available trends for early
November are suggesting some
moderation in these spikes.

“We caution that the spikes in
production seen in the various
sectors in October 2020, are an
exaggeration of the true recovery
onthe ground, as they have been
driven by a large component of
pent-up demand that may not
sustain after the festive period is
over,” its principal economist
Aditi Nayar said. WITHPTI

Soon, ‘0’ prefix
to call mobiles
from landlines

New Delhi: Callers will soon bere-
quired toadd ‘0’ prefix for making
calls from landlines to mobile
phones in the country, with the
Department of Telecommunicati-
ons (DaT) asking telcos to make
necessary arrangements by Janu-
ary 1 to implement the new sys-
tem. The DoT has accepted Trai's
recommendation for having the
‘0’ prefix for such calls, to create
sufficient numbering space for
telecom services. ENS WITHPTI

pared toRs 2,300 crore in May, the
ministry said, adding that pay-
ments to MSMEs have also gone
up in the same proportion from
about 76 per cent in May to about
80 per cent in October.

On Monday, The Indian
Express had reported that the
pending dues to MSMEs, as
shown on the ministry’s dash-
board, rose to Rs 969.19 crore in
July, higher than Rs 561.64 crore
of pending dues in May and con-
tinued to be elevated in August at
Rs830.36 crore. The Ministry clar-
ified that total dues at the end of
amonth “have to be seen against
total procurement and transac-
tions at the end of the same

month and the payments made”.

The proportion of pending
payments as part of total transac-
tions has reduced to about 20.65
per cent in October from 23.9 per
cent in May, as reported by 26
ministries and 100 CPSEs in
October as against 25 ministries
and 79 CPSEs in May, it said.

The procurement data, how-
ever, is not reflected in the
Ministry’s dashboard. The
MSME Ministry’s Samadhaan
portal accounts for only a part of
the total dues to units. The cor-
porate sector and states and state
government enterprises owe
MSMEs, in addition to dues re-
flected on the portal.

Sputnik V maker says
vaccine to be priced
under $20 per person

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 24

THESPUTNIKV Covid-19vaccine,
set to be tested in mid- to late-
stage human trials in India, is ex-
pected to be priced at less than
$20 for two doses, the Russian
Direct Investment Fund (RDIF)
said Tuesday. This could mean
that the vaccine could be up to
three times more expensive than
Covishield, the Serum Institute of
India (SII) candidate whichis cur-
rently the frontrunner in the
Indian race for a vaccine.

The Russian sovereign wealth
fund also said preliminary data
fromvolunteers collected 42 days
after the first dose indicated that
SputnikV had an efficacy of above
95 per cent. The efficacy of a vac-
cine indicatesits ability to produce
adesired result which, inthe case
of Covid-19vaccines, includes pa-
rameters like their ability to re-
duce the number of severe symp-
tomatic casesin those inoculated.

Sputnik V’s efficacy informa-
tion, like most vaccine candidates
for which the information has

beenannounced so far, is still pre-
liminary in nature and yet to be
published inascientific journal or
peer reviewed.

At less than $10 a dose, the
SputnikV vaccine would be much
cheaper thanother candidates like
those by Pfizer-BioNTech and
Moderna-NIAID, according to
RDIF CEO Kirill Dmitriev. At the
same time, Sputnik V, like most of
the frontrunners in the global
Covid-19 vaccine race, is given in
two shots, with the second dose
given 21 days after the first.

In India, Covishield — cur-
rently in phase 3 clinical trials —
will be priced at $3 a dose. SII —
which is conducting the trials for
this vaccine, developed using the
“master seed” from the candidate
developed by Oxford University
and AstraZeneca — plans toapply
foremergency use approval soon.

While RDIF did not specify
how many volunteers it had
based its 95 per cent efficacy read-
outon, itsinterim analysis of data
obtained from 18,794 volunteers
seven days after they received
both doses of the vaccine showed
anefficacy ofaround 914 per cent.

Year-on-year hiring activity recorded in previous months

H April:-50%

H July: >0%

B August: 12%

Tesla mkt value tops $500 bn;
Musk net up $100 bn since Jan

REUTERS
BENGALURU,NOVEMBER 24

TESLA INC crossed $500 billion in market
value on Tuesday as investors lapped upiits
shares in the run-up to its addition to the
S&P 500 index, extending a meteoric rally
that has seen the stock gain more than six
times this year. Shares of the EV maker have
risen nearly 28 per cent since the S&P Dow
Jones Indices decided to add the company

Elon Musk is now the world’s second
richest person, as per the Bloomberg
Billionaires Index. Reuters file

€ PARADIP PORT TRUST
TD/TM/GEN-225 (Vol-11l)/20/3073, Dtd. 18.11.2020

Name of the work : “Allotment of
08(Eight) nos. of Manual Iron Ore/
Iron Ore Pellet plots”. License
Fees : Rs. 2,33,40,636/-. Wharfage
Fees : Rs. 6,13,707/-. Last date &
time of submission of bid : 08.12.2020
up to 17:00 hrs. Date and time of
opening (technical bid) : 09.12.2020
up to 16:00 hrs. Refer our website
for details https://leprocure.gov.in./
eprocurefapp.

Traffic Manager
PPT/PR/309/20-21 Date :20.11.2020

@ CHENNAI METROPOLITAN WATER SUPPLY AND SEWERAGE BOARD

NOTICE INVITING TENDER
NATIONAL COMPETITIVE BIDDING

Sealed bids are invited from the eligible bidders for the following work as per the
procedure of CMWSSB under two cover system conforming to the Tamil Nadu Transparency
in Tenders Act, 1998 and Rules 2000.

1. |CRRT - Phase 1 —Package 25- Supply and laying of 750mm dia Cl force main from
Tondiarpet ‘B’ pumping station to Tondiarpet ‘F* New sewage pumping station
in Area V-CNT/SEW/NCB/CRRT/ Phase-1/059C/2020-21,

Bid security Rs.5.75 Lakhs

to the benchmarkindex from December 21.

Its shares rose as much as 3.9 per cent to
arecord high of $542.35 in early trading,
valuing the company briefly at $514 billion.

The recent rally also boosted CEO Elon
Musk’s net worth by $7.2 billion to $127.9
billion, helping him go past Bill Gates to be-
come the world's second-richest person, ac-
cording to the BloombergBillionaires Index.

Musk, who was ranked 35thinJanuary;,
hasadded $100.3 billion to his net worth so
far this year, according to the index.

Tesla has become by far the world’s
most valuable automaker, despite a produc-

said ina note.

tion that is a fraction of Toyota Motor Corp,
Volkswagen AG or General Motors Co.
Shares of other electric vehicle makers
have also risen in the last few months as
President-elect Joe Biden made boosting
EVs a top priority during his campaign.
“One of the core underpinnings of the
Biden platform will be around pushing
clean energy and zero-emissions vehicles
with hopes of accelerating the deployment 6.
of electric vehicles and public charging out- 7.
letsby 2030,” Wedbush analyst Daniel Ives

2. |CRRT-Phase | —Package 43C—Supply, fixing, testing and commissioning of Class
IP 55 Variable Frequency Drive (VFD) including pre wired control panel and allied
civil works for submersible pumpets in various Sewage Pumping Stations in Areas
IV, V & VI - Tender No.CNT/SEW/NCB/CRRT/Phase /085/2020-21 -Bid Security —
Rs.3.25 Lakhs.

3. |CRRT—Phasel—Package 43D—Supply, fixing, testingand commissioning of Class P
55 Variable Frequency Drive (VFD)including pre wired control panelandallied civil
works for submersible pumpets in various Sewage Pumping Stations in Areas VII,
VIII & IX —Tender No.CNT/SEW/NCB/CRRT/Phase 1/086/2020-21 -Bid Security —
Rs.2.89 Lakhs.

28.12.2020, Grievances

4. |Availability and Cost of Bid document in the form of CD : 27.11.2020 to
Redressal& Facilitation Officer,
(Telephone: 044-28451300 Extn:217) for Rs.5,900/-(including GST) Through
Website: www.chennaimetrowater.tn.nic.in&www.tenders.tn.gov.in

CMWSS Board,

5. |Date of Pre-Bid meeting : 15.12.2020 at 11.30 A.M.

Bids will be received upto 03.00 PM and opened after 3.30 P.M on 29.12.2020.

For all other details refer bid document in the website from 27.11.2020

DIPR/4375/Tender/2020

SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER (CONTRACTS & MONITORING)

NOTICE INVITING TENDER (2nd Call)

NIT No. HSCC/AIIMS-Kalyani/Wooden wardrobe/Fur/2020
Online item rate bids are invited by HSCC (l) Ltd. as an executing agency of
MoHFW for the works: " Wooden Wardrobe and Over Head Storage for Hostel
& Residential Block at AlIMS, Kalyani (W.B.) (2nd Call)” Estimated project
cost: Rs. 5.32 Cr and Completion period: 03 Months. Tender available online
from 25.11.2020 and Last Date of submission of Bids is 10.12.2020. The detailed
NIT will be available on e-tender portal www.tenderwizard.com/HSCC, HSCC
website www.hsccltd.co.in and CPP portal. Corrigendum to this publication, if
any, would appear only on said websites and not be published.

Dated: 24.11.2020

CGM (PG-l)

& HIMACHAL PRADESH STATE CIVIL
| SU PPJ_.'E;E CORPORATION LIMITED
. 7 Bta

“ Dlock HOL 16 & 17, 3

sio Government Underaking)
Commercial Complex, Kasuspli Shmiad

fHimachal Pradessh) jIndia} Pl 017720621283, Enal: himegetimdigrmaican

GLOBAL E-TENDER HOTICE
Himeachal Fradash Stale Cive Suppies Corparation Limiled, Shimla
irvans Giobal Shon Tarm E-Tanders ior the procuremeant of
FORTIFIED S0YA REFINED CHL for three months supphyfsix
manths supply (a% the cass may be). The detailad pandar notics,
tencar documants and cier inslnucions can be down-loaded oe
viawed an-lng from the podal httpsaifhptandars.gow,in, Tha las
dale of submissian of sampls, awnast money depasid tender
documend [ee, processing fea and ondine iendars =hall ba w1
17.12,2020 upta 5:00 PM. The tanders of Fortlied Ecibia Qits shall
ba openodon 30, 12.20@0at 11200 A8,

MANAGING MRECTOR

=

B.D.C.No.B1/1790/2020

Chinandimadam in Dn-37, Zone-4.

e -TENDER NOTICE
Tender is invited by the Superintending Engineer (Buildings) for the

following work as per details furnished below
Proposed construction of Burial ground in Kodungaiyur Dumping
ground campus separately for Hindus, Muslims and Christians at

GREATER CHENNAI CORPORATION
Buildings Department

For more information see http://tntenders.gov.in &
www.chennaicorporation.gov.in

Pre bid meeting held on 17.12.2020

Tender Works Value approx.
Rs.5,38,63,346/-

EMD Amount
Rs.5,38,700/-

Tender Date and Time: 05.01.2021 upto 3.00 P.M

Tender open Date and Time: 06.01.2021 at 3.30 P.M

DIPR/4387/Tender/2020

Superintending Engineer (Buildings)

NMDC Limited

(A Government of India Enterprise)

‘Khanij Bhavan', 10-3-311/A, Castle Hills, Masab Tank, Hyderabad - 500 028.
CIN: L13100TG1958G01001674

CONTRACTS DEPARTMENT

Chhattisgarh state.

Fax No. :
steelcontracts@nmdec.co.in

Tender Enquiry No. : HO(Contracts)/NISP/Maint/Inst/763
NMDC Limited, A "NAVARATNA" Public Sector Company under Ministry of
Steel, Govt. of India, invites online bids from experienced domestic bidders for
Maintenance of Instrumentation Installation of RMHS, Coke oven, By-
product, Sinter plant and respective auxiliaries for a period of 2 years for
3.0 MTPA Integrated Steel Plant at Nagarnar, near Jagdalpur,

The detailed NIT and Bid documents can be viewed and / or downloaded
from NMDC website http://www.nmdc.co.in, Central Public Procurement
portal (CPP PORTAL) http://www.eprocure.gov.in/epublish/app and MSTC
portal https://www.mstcecommerce.co.in from 25-11-2020 to 24-12-2020.
For accessing the bid document from MSTC portal, bidders to visit MSTC
website and search Tender Event No. NMDC/HO/69/20-21/ET/665.

The Bidders, on regular basis are required to visit the NMDC's website / CPP
Portal/MSTC websites for corrigendum, if any, at a future date.

For further clarification, the following can be contacted :

Chief General Manager (Contracts), NMDC Limited, Hyderabad,
+91-040-23534746, Tel No. :

Chief General Manager (Contracts)

Dated : 25-11-2020

+91-040-23532800, Email :

New Delhi
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SUPPLYCO

4 )
THE KERALA STATE CIVIL SUPPLIES CORPORATION LIMITED
MAVEL BHAVAN, PB.N0.2030, GANDHINAGAR, KOCHI-682020,
Ph.No.PABX- 0484-2206775, 2206795, Purchase Section, Ph No: 0484-2207924, 2206786

Classifieds

PERSONAL

I Barun Kumar S/o Sh.Dhruv
Narayan Lal R/o GH-3/123, LIG
,DDA Flats, Milap Apartment,
Paschim Vihar, Delhi-110063
have changed the name of my
minor daughter from Ananya
to AnanyalLal forall purposes.

0040555905-3

Itis for General information
that I,Mohd Anis Qureshi,S/o
Mohd Idris,R/0-B-8/4 DDA-
Flats,Sarai-Khalil,Sadar-
Bazar,Delhi-06,declare that
name of mine has been
wrongly-written as Mohd
Naseem aged 59 years in my
Birth Certificate the actual
name of mine is Mohd Anis
Qureshi.

0040555958-7

I,VED Prakash verma,S/o Tilak
ram verma,R/0-259,Giranta
and keshav nagar teshil
mankapur distr ghonda,U.P-
271312 have changed my
name,from Ved prakash to ved
prakash verma.for all,future
purposes. 0040555958-5

l,Swati D/o Surendra Singh Negi
R/0-370/E-4,Camero-Complex
Subroto-Park New Delhi-
110010,Have Changed My
Name From Swati to Swati
Negi Vide-Affidavit,Dated-
24/11/2020Before NCT-Delhi.

0040555946-9

1,Shalu Choudhary,D/O-Shri
Sanjay Kumar,R/0-H.NO-
510,0pp. Senior Secondary
School, Karala,Mohammad
Pur Majri,North West Delhi,
Delhi-110081,have changed
my name to Shalu Chaudhary.

0040555958-2

l,Sanjaya Kansal S/o-Daya
Chand Kansal R/0-R-13/117,
Rajnagar, Ghaziabad, have
changed my name to Sanjay
Kansal.

0040555969-5

l,Sandeep Kumar Tyagi S/o
Devvrat Tyagi R/0-H.No.C-49,
Paramount Golf-Foreste,Site-
C, Surajpur,Greater
Noida,U.P.,has changed my
name,from Sandeep Kumar
Tyagi & Sandeep Kumar to
Sandeep Tyagi for all,future
purposes. 0040555954-3

I,SIDRA NAZIR,D/O NAZIR
AHMED WANI,H.NO-11/A,
TWINKLE-Nursery school-
savitri nagar,Delhi-
110017,have changed my
name to Sidrah Nazeer,for
all,future purposes.

0040555946-4

,SARVESH Kumar verma,S/o
Ram prakash verma,R/0-X-4/9,
chaudhri fateh singh marg
Brahmpuri garhi mendu,Delhi-
53,inform that name of my
minor daughter has been
mentioned as Vanshika verma
in her school-record.The
actual name s Vishruti verma
which may be amended
Accordingly. 0040555958-6

I,Radha Kumar W/o Late.Sunil
Gupta R/0-H.No.B-89 Gali
No.2,Subhash Mohalla,North
Ghonda,Delhi-110053,have
changed my name to Radha
Gupta,for all purposes.

0040555946-3

l,Pankaj Kumar Mittal S/o Late
ShJagdish prasad Mittal R/o
A-106 Vivek Vihar Phase 1 New
Delhi-110095. | have chenged
my name from Pankaj Kumar
Mittal to Pankaj Mittal for all
future purposes.

0040555932-1

l,0inam Beerjitra Singh,S/0-
Oinam Thoiba Singh,R/0O-
1498,Wazir Nagar,Kotla
Mubarakpur, New Delhi-
110003,have changed my
name to Oliver Oinam for all
purposes 0040555958-1

I Bhateri w/o Hari Bhagwan R/o
131 kishan garh Vasant Kunj
New Delhi-110070 ,have
changed my name to Ram
Bhateri 0040555926-1

I,Naresh Kumar S/o Jagan Ram
R/0-173-A Pocket-J&K, Dilshad
Garden,Delhi-110095,have
changed my name to Naresh
Kumar Yadav,for all purposes.

0040555946-2

I,Mahouria Ummi,D/o Abdul
Rashid Khan,R/0-35/36,Block-
R3-A2,Mohan-Garden Uttam-
Nagar,New Delhi-110059,have
changed my name to UME
Akhter,for all purposes.

0040555946-1

1, MONIKA DHAWAN,W/0
RAJESH DHAWAN R/0O-A-1/168,
SECTOR-16, ROHINI,DELHI-
89,have changed my nameto
MONICA DHAWAN.

0040555958-3

1,DPESH TECKCHANDANI,S/0
ISHWAR TECKCHANDANI,R/0-
B-159,FIRST-
FLOOR,STREET.NO.2, MAJLIS-
PARK, ADARSH-NAGAR,NEW
DELHI-33,have changed my
name to DIPESH
TECKCHANDANI. 0040555958-4

l,Aashini,W/o Akhtar
Hussain,R/0 Village-
Aterna,Post Off(Jawan),Sub
Tehsil-Mohna,Distt.
Faridabad,Haryana-
121004,that my fatherand
mother-name was wrongly-
mentioned in my passportis
Subhan Khan and Munni that
their actual name is Subhana
and Punni. 0040555946-7

I, hitherto known as Vikram
Saharan S/0 Jai prakash
saharan, R/o Flat-366,DDA
flats, Manglapuri, Dwarka,
Palam-110045, have changed
my name and shall hereafter
be Known as Vickram
Saharann.

0070721797-1

I, VINEET KUMAR/VINEET
KUMAR WADHWA S/0 ARJUN
KUMAR WADHWA R/0O HNO.8-
B,NEAR SUJAN-
SINGHPARK,MODEL-TOWN -
EXTENSION,
SONIPAT-131001.CHANGEDMY
NAMETO VINEET WADHWA.

0040555969-2

I, Sukhwinder Singh S/o
Kulwant Singh R/o-Parasram
Enclave, Gali No-3, Block-A,
KhasraNo.54/1/2, Village-
Burari, Delhi-110084, have
changed my nameto
Sukhbinder Singh

0040555841-2

I, Somit Kapoor S/o Vijay
Kapoor R/0 B-10/402, Tulip
Violet, 69, Badshahpur,
Gurgaon, Haryana-122101.
have changed the name of my
minor daughter Aanavi
Kapoor aged about 04 Years
and she shall hereafter be
known as Aanvi Kapoor.

0070721791-1

I, Sabiha Naaz w/o Mohammad
Asgar R/0 H.No. 102 GaliNo.1
First Floor Aram Park Shastri
Nagar Delhi-110031 have
changed my name from
SabihaNaaz Pritito Sabiha
Naaz after marriage

0040555820-1

I, SHAVETA/SHAVETA WADHWA
W/O VINEET WADHWA R/O
HNO.8-B,NEAR SUJAN-SINGH
PARK,MODEL-TOWN
EXTENSION, SONIPAT-
131001.CHANGED MY NAMETO
SHWETA WADHWA.

0040555969-3

I, Roshani Devi W/O-Adarsh
Kumar R/0-178,Balmiki
Mohalla, Munirka Village,New-
Delhi-110067,Have Changed
my Name to Roshani Devi
Tokas. 0040555969-4

I, Rajeev Kumar Mishra S/0 Shri
RB Mishraborn on 09April 1975
residing at 13/28, SBI Colony,
Manas Nagar, Rewa (MP) PIN
486001 have changed my name
to Rajeev Mishra

0050172139-1

I, Prianshu Bhat S/O Ashwani
Kumar Bhat, R/o0 H.No 48
Sector A/1 Laxmipuram
Chanore, Jammuand Kashmir
181123, have changed my
name and shall hereafter be
Known as Priyanshu Bhat.

0070721796-1

I, PUNIT CHOUHAN S/O
BRAMAJEET SINGH R/O
FLATNO.15, PLOTNO.20,
STREETNO.4, BLOCK-
D,MATIYALA
EXTENSION,GURU-HARKISHAN
NAGAR,UTTAM-NAGAR,DELHI-
110059.CHANGEDMY NAMETO
PUNIT CHAUHAN.

0040555875-2

I, JAG MOHAN,S/0 Late.Des Raj
Khanna,R/0-I1X/762, Prem Gali-
2E,Gandhi-Nagar,Delhi-
110031,have changed my
name,from JAG MOHAN to JAG
MOHAN KHANNA,for all future
purposes. 0040555946-5

I, Mayank S/o Raj Kumar Pipil
R/0 H-3A,Laxmi Nagar, Delhi-
110092, have changed my
name from Mayank to Mayank
Pipil for all future purposes.

0040555937-1

I, KUSHAGRA HINGLE S/0 Sanjay
Hingle R/0 A-5/17,Near New
Kapoor Jewellers, Krishna
Nagar, Delhi-110051, do hereby
solemnly affirm and declare
that |, Kushagra Hingle and
Kushgarah Hingle both are
one and same person. Thatin
future my name should be
known, spelt and recognised
as Kushagra Hingle.

0040555930-1

I, Jude Gerard Socorro Savio
Cabral S/0O Peter Socorro
Agnel Cabral, R/0 F8,Golden
Showers Apts, Gogol Margao
Salcete, South Goa, Pin 403602,
declare that My Father and My
Mother Name has been
wrongly written as Peter
Cabral and Blossomin my
Birth Certificate NO-1017. The
actual name of My Father and
My Mother is Peter Socorro
Agnel Cabral and Blossom
Tadeu Gomes Da Cruz, which
may be amended accordingly.

0070721794-1

I, JOYNIXON WILLIAMS/0NN
William R/0 A-9,D.T.C
Colony,Model Town,North
West Delhi-110009 Have
Changed my Name to JOY
NIXON WILLIAM. 0070721762-1

I, Inder Jeet Singh S/o Late. Shri
Ram R/0-8/56, Mehram Nagar,
New Delhi-110010,have
changed my name to Inderjit
Singh.

0040555954-2

I, Hoshiyar Singh S/o0 Gazay
Singh R/0 10/3 Railway Colony
Sarojini Nagar, Chanakyapuri,
New Delhi have changed my
name from Hoshyar Singh to
Hoshiyar Singh for all
purposes. Hoshiyar Singh and
Hoshyar Singh are same and
one person.

0040555942-1

I, Harshita D/o Ajay Kumar R/0
502/10, Chhotu Ram Colony,
Narwana, Jind,
Narwana,Haryana-126116.
have changed my name and
shall hereafter be Known As
Harshita Sharma.

0070721793-1

I, Arpana D/o Trilok Singh Lakra
R/0-435 A, Ward-No.3,
Mehrauli, Delhi-110030,have
changed my nameto Arpana
Lakra for all purposes.

0040555954-1

I, AMBAR AHMAD,S/0.MOHD
NAUSHAD,ADD-
162/A,GALI.NO.20,B-BLOCK NR
ID GAHA ZIAUDDINPUR NEW-
MUSTAFABAD,DELHI-110094,
Changed my name to AMBAR
AHMED. 0040555946-6

I, ABHISHEK KUMAR
YADAV,S/O.JITENDRA
YADAV,ADD-RZF-817B,SECOND-
FLOOR, LAL BAHADUR
SHASTRI-MARG RAJ-NAGAR-
2,PALAM-COLONY BAGDOLA-
SOUTH WEST/DELHI-
110077,changed my name to
ABHISHEK YADAYV,

permanently. 0040555969-1

ISudesh Dua alias Jai Sudesh
Dua D/o Late Sh. Bali Ram W/o
Late Sh. Anil Kumar Dua R/o
WZ-66/20, Ground Floor,
Manohar Nagar, Vikas Puri,
New Delhi-110018 have
changed my nameto Sudesh
Dua For all purposes.

0040555905-1

IRahul S/0, Mohan Lal R/o Vpo -
Dhigawa Jattan, Teh-loharu,
Dist-bhiwani, Haryana-127201
have changed my nameto
Rahul Sharma for all purposes

0040555911-1

IManisha ChopraD/o Sh.Naresh
Chopra W/o Sh. Manan
Mahendru R/o House No.337,
Sector-28, Faridabad, Haryana-
121008 have changed my name
after marriage to Manisha
Chopra Mahendru forall
purposes. 0040555905-2

IGyan Chand S/0, Late
Jageshwar Prasad R/o F-82,
Laxmi Park, Nangloi, West
Delhi, Delhi-110041 have
changed my nameto Gyan
Chand Prasad for all future
purposes. 0040555910-1
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LOST & FOUND

Itis notified for the information
that my Original LIC Bond
Document, Policy No 115337699
has been lost. Name of Person:
Om Pal, if found please
Contact-8750045651

0040555927-1

Itis notified for information
that |,Krishna Madhav Prasad
Yadav(Owner),S/o0 Sh.Raj
Kishor Yadav,have lost the
original chaindocumentsi.e.
GPA,Agreement to Sell,
Affidavit,Receipts,Possession
letter and Deed of Will
executed in favour of Sh.Ram
Kishor,S/0 Chandu by
Smt.Krishna,W/o Sh.Jagdish of
property bearing plot.No.-126,
Khasra.No.25/2/4,Pankaj-
Garden,Goyla-Dairy,New Delhi-
110071.If found-please call me
0Nn-9213996438. 0040555946-10

I, Amit Thapa,have lost my
original MarkSheet of Main-
Secondary School
Examination,Year-
2016,R0ll.N0.8727809 and main
Senior-School Certificate-
Examination, Year-2018,
RoII.N0.9706486 issued by
CBSE. Finder-please contact:C-
30, Chirag-Enclave,New Delhi-
110048,#7838181147.

0040555969-7

RECRUITMENT

SITUATION VACANT

MULTIPLE VACANCIES

INS Advertising Agency
Required
(FRESHER/EXPERIENCED)
Manager (Event, Hoarding,
Digital Media) Clerk, Field Boy
with D.L. # 9315933605,
9354854020. 0040555714-2

PUBLICNOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

MAY IT BE KNOWN TO GENERAL
PUBLIC’S NOTICE THAT my client Smt
Jasvinder Kaur wife of Late Kuldeep Singh,
residents of 211, 2nd Floor, Gopal Park
Chander Nagar, Krishna Nagar, Gandhi
Nagar, East Delhi-51, do hereby severe all
her social relations with her daughter, namely
Mandeep Kaur, aged about 19 years
presently R/o 51, Chawla Park, Ground Floor,
Chander Nagar, Delhi-51, debar her from all
her relations, movable and immovable
properties, as she is disobedient,
disrespectful & unprofessional in nature and
got married with Shubham Arora without the
consent of my client. Whosoever will deal with
them, whether personally or professionally,
shall do so at their own risk, cost and
consequences. My client will not be liable for
any of their acts, ommissions, dealings,
etc. with immediate effect
Sd/- (Ankit Batra) Advocate
398, Civil Wing, Tis Hazari Court, Delhi
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Public Notice

Public in general is hereby informed
that my client Mrs. Shabnam
(Divorcee) D/o Mohammad Ali aged
about 38 years R/O 349, Third Floor,
Katra Budhan Rai, Bazar Delhi Gate,
Daryagang-110002 have dis-owned
their daughter namely Shama aged
about 23 yrs from all their movable and
immovable properties/assests and
severed all relations because of her|
misconduct and misbehavior towards
them. in future my client shall not be
responsible for any of her acts, deeds,
ete.

Bhawna Jakhetia, Advocate|
Enrl. No. D/4471/2014

PUBLIC NOTICE

My client Meena Sharma wife of Shri
Kishan Awatar Sharma Resident of|
662, Handi Pana Chowk, Alipur,
Delhi -110036 has disowned and
debarred her son Suraj Sharma and
his wife Chanchal Sharma from her
all movable and immovable
properties in Delhi or elsewhere on
wards and also severed her
relationship with them with her free
own will due to they are beyond the
control of my client and if any one
deals with them at his/her/ their own
risks and costs and my client will not
be responsible.
VIRENDER SINGH (ADVOCATE)

CH.NO.711, Lawyer's Chamber Block,
Rohini District Court, Delhi -85

General Public is hereby informed that
my client Shri Vijay Jolly S/o. Late SK.
Jolly Rlo. H.No. E-800, C.R. Park, New
Delhi-110019, and his wife Smt. Deepika
has severed all their relationship with their
son namely Sh. Chetan Jolly and his wife
Smt. Surbhi Jolly, R/o. H.No. K-2049,
C.R. Park, New Delhi as they are become
disobedient and no longer in their control,
they are living separately from 2016. My
client has decided to disown him from
their immoveable and moveable
properties. Any one dealing with his/her
at his own risk and my client shall not be
held liable for any of his dealing with any
third party in any transaction whatsoever.

YOGESH SHARMA (ADVOCATE)
CH. NO. 711, 7th Floor, Lawyers Block,
Saket Court, Delhi - 110017

PUBLIC NOTICE

BE IT_KNOWN TO ALL THAT MY
CLIENT SH. MAHENDER SINGH
(AADHAR NO.226893543449) /0
LATE RAM SAWROOP MEHTO, R/0
A-366, MANGLAPURI PHASE- I,
PALAM DELHI-110045, HAS
DISOWNED AND DEBARRED HIS
SON NAMELY UMESH KUMAR
FROM ALL MOVEABLE AND
IMMOVEABLE PROPERTIES
BECAUSE HIS BEHAVIOR IS NOT]
GOOD TOWARDS MY CLIENT. MY
CLIENT HAVE SEVERED ALL|

| H HI NYON
DEALING WITH HIM MAY DO SO AT
ISH ISK, TS AND
CONSEQUENCES. MY CLIENT]

SHALL NOT BE RESPONSIBLE FOR

m\IMY ACT OR OMISSION DONE BY}
MAYANK SHARMA-ADVOCATE
CH. NO. 748, DWARKA COURTS,
NEW DELHI-110075

PUBLIC NOTICE

Public at large are hereby informed that my client]
Satya Sai Developers through its partner Mr.
Harish Gautam son of Sh. Ram Khilari Gautam
R/o WZ- 126, Om Vihar Ph- I, Uttam Nagar, New|
Delhi- 110059 intend to sell their 3rd Floor, with
roof rights in the property bearing No. WZ-5 (known
[as WZ- 5B), Khasra No.-826, OM Vihar Phase |
Uttam Nagar, New Delhi- 110059 (Property) to Mr.
Lucky Jaiman son of Shri. Mahender Prasad
Jaiman & Ms. Hemvati wife of Mr. Lucky Jaiman,
both resident of H.No. 9/2231 1t Floor, Gali No.-
10, Kailash Nagar, Gandhi Nagar, New Delhi
110031 (Buyer), against consideration.

Any person, who has got, rights, interest, fitle,
claim, encumbrances, charges of any nature
whatsoever in respect of the above said Property|
or any part thereof, can send their objections with
their documentary evidence at below address
within 15 days from the date of publication of this|
notice, failing which, it shall be presumed that the
said Property in entirely is free from all such
claims, interest, charges, encumbrances etc.

This notice is published on 25th November 2020.
Ravi Sachdeva (Advocate)

PUBLIC NOTICE
My client Sh. Sanjay Khanduja
S/o Late Sh. Prem Kumar R/o
UU-52, Pitampura, Delhi severe
all relations & debar his brother
Girish Khanduja & his wife Smt.
Varsha Khanduja from all
movable-immovable property(s)
due to their misbehaviour &
indifferent attitude. Anybody deals
with them shall do at his/her own
cost & risk. My client will not be
responsible for their any acts in
present & future.
Sd/- RAHUL KADIAN
ADVOCATE
CH. No. 333, 3™ FLOOR,
ROHINI COURTS, DELHI-110085

PUBLIC NOTICE

To be known to all that | Ra}'iv Chaturvedi
Slo Sh. D.C.Chaturvedi Rlo Flat No. 75,
G.F, Block- C2C, Pkt-2, Pankha Road,
Janak Puri, New Delhi 110058 purchaser
of flatNo 75, Floor Ground, Pkt2, Block-
C2C, Cateaory MIG in the scheme /area
of Pankha Road, Janak Puri, New Delhi, |
have applied for the Conversion of the
aforesaid flat from leasehold to freehold
vide application No. Dated 23.11.2020 .
in DDA . The original documents i.e
Allotment-cum-Demand letter,
Possession letter, NOC for electric and
water connection and site Possission sli
of the above flat have been lost. An F
to this effect has been lodged in Police
Station.(LR No. 751720/2020 dated 23-
11-2020).

Any Person(s) claiming any right,
intérest, having any objection or found in
possession of original documents, may
write/contact with above named person

above address/Phone No
9818451015 within 15 days from the date
of publication of this notice. The person
claiming any right, interest, objection with
respect to this property, can perscnallé
inform or write to Deputy Director LA
Housing) or Director (H)-1, D-Block, 3rd
loor, Vikas Sadan, INA, New Delhi.

Sd B.B.N.DEO, ADVOCATE

PUBLIC NOTICE

It is made known to all public/
concerned that in addition to
Press notification dt.14.05.2003
published in Veer Arjun and
Affidavit dated 31.10.2011, my
client Inder Paul Aggarwal, S/o
Late R.K. Aggarwal, R/o
C5D/69A, Janakpuri, New Delhi
and all his relatives do hereby
disown both major children
Jayant Aggarwal and Radhika
Aggarwal from their all relations
and disinherit both the above
named children and their mother
Urvashi from all types of
moveable/ immovable
properties, cash/bank balance,
jewellery, terminal benefits etc.,
for past, present and future
including all nominations. As
despite serious efforts children
are not ready to live/meet my
client Inder Paul Aggarwal and
are acting against my client and
his family members on ill advice
of their mother/Urvashi and
maternal family. Anybody deals
with them at his/her own risk. My
client or their relatives are not at
all responsible for their acts.
Sd/-
ANIL KUMAR JHA
ADVOCATE
Chamber at- 117,
Second Floor,
Western Wing,
Tis Hazari Court
Contact- 9555902470

Email- aniljh@gmail.com

JRS Associates, B-88, Sector 40,
Noida -201301 Dist: Gautam Budh Nagar (UP)

Public Notice

Notice is hereby given that my|
client, Sanjeev Rajpal, s/o N.D
Rajpal is purching property
number 773, Gali number 9,
Shalimar Village, Delhi. along
with the land underneath
measuring 175.56 sq mtrs. with
the right of upper stories
construction up to last story in
the sky (said property) from
Mrs. Renu Jain w/o Sh.
Surendra Jain and Sh. Manish
Jain s/o Sh Surendra Jain, who
have represented themselves
to be the joint, absolute and
exclusive owners of the said
property and have  further
represented that the said
property is free from all sorts off
encumbrances (registered or
unregistered) included but not
limited to prior sale, mortgage,
charge \lien, claim, dispute etc.
/Any other person(s) having any|
claim against, into it upon the
said property, or any part there
of by virtue of sale, inheritance,
agreement, contract, mortgage,
lien, charge etc or otherwise
howsoever and of whatsoever
nature is hereby required to
notify the same in writing with
supporting documentary,
evidence to the undersigned
within 15 (fifteen)days, from the
publication of this notice, failing
which the sale shall be
concluded and any claim and
/or objection, if any, shall be
considered as waived and
abandoned and shall not be
binding upon my client.

Advocate.

Sabyasachi Bhaduri

Enr.no CG/275/2017
"Santwana" Shubham Vihar
Mungeli Road, Bilaspur (C.G)
Mob : 9584150000

Public at large is hereby informed that
Freehold Entire Third Floor with entire
terrace rights over and above third floor
alongwith space for one utility room &
common W.C. in Stilt Area & Two Car
Parking Space in Stilt Area of Property
No.7, Block No. F, Measuring Area 210
Sq.yards, Situated in the residential
colony known as Green Park Extn., Delhi
along with 22.5% undivided, indivisible &
impartible ownership rights at present is /
are owned by my client(s) i.e. (1) Sh. Sumit
Bhatnagar & (2) Smt. Kalpana Bhatnagar
by virtue of Sale Deed duly Regd. vide
Regd. No. 2922 dated on 26.05.2017.

It is hereby notified that any person or
entity, Firm / Company, Bank, Financial
Institution having claim any charge, inter-
est or lien or claim on the basis of docu-
ments mentioned above are otherwise
and/or objection there of, he/she/they may
lodge/ notify the same to the undersigned
with documentary proof/Court Judgement
within 15 days from the day of publication.

Mithilesh Kumar (Advocate)
Ch. No. 717, District Courts Rohini, Delhi- 85

PUBLIC NOTICE
This is for the information of general
public that my client SMT. PRAKASH
RAI W/O LATE SH.MANGAT RAI R/o
C-192 HARI NAGAR, NEW DELHI-
110064 has disowned and debarred
her daughter namely SANGEETA
SHARMA W/o. LATE NARESH
SHARMA and her both children ADITI
SHARMA and AMRIT SHARMA from
all her movable and immovable prop-
erties with immediate effect because
of their constant fighting at home and
outside and loss of my client mental
peace, harassment, torture, cruelty,
atrocities committed by them against
my client. Anybody dealing with them
shall do so at his/her own risk, cost
and responsibilities thereto, My client
shall not be responsible in any manner
for the same. H.K. BABBAR - Advocate

TO WHOMESOEVER IT
MAY CONCERNED

Public notice with respect to the flat no.
D3 - 704 7" floor Parsvnath Exotica
Gurgaon Haryana, Owner Mrs. Prachi Jay!
Saraff Notice is hereby given to the
Public that Builder Buyer Agreement of
the aforesaid property has been lost/
misplaced by the owner. All persons are
hereby informed not to deal or carry out
any transaction with anyone on the basis
of the said missing document. If anyone
has already carried out or being carried
out kindly inform the undersigned in
writing on the below mentioned address
within 3 days from this present.

impy Arman Shari Ad
A-24,LGF,Chittranjan Park,Delhi-110019

PUBLIC NOTICE

“SH. ANAND KUMAR KHATREE, S/o SH.
NARESH KUMAR, R/o 741, DHAGAD BHODU
WALI GALI, BANKNER, NARELA, DELHI-
110040 have sold the vehicle bearing no. DL-1LR-
4035, ENGINE NO. 497SPTC4ONYY657393,
CHASIS NO. MAT455051B8N46615, MAKE:
TATA-LPT-407-14FT, MODEL 2012 TO RAMPAL
Slo PREM RAY R/O HOUSE NO. A-299/22, GALI
NO. 22-A, PHASE-10, SHIV VIHAR, KARAWAL
NAGAR DELHI-110094, through a sale affidavit
dated  21.03.2020, bearing no. IN-
DL40251655117004S and from the d
execution of sale my client is not responsible/liable
for the challan/accident, any civil or criminal case
and other cases till date and in future i.e. from the
day of execution of sale affidavit and the said
purchaser wil be fully liable for tax, accident,
challan, any court cases etc.”
Sd-
Manish Dixit
Advocate
CHAMBER NO. 1421,
LAWYERS CHAMBER BUILDING,
ROHINI COURTS COMPLEX,

DELHI-110085

RZJ-7/233, West Sagar Pur, New Delhi

SALUTE THE SOLDIER

i
CT/GD D.P.R. SWAMY L/N BISWAJIT JAMATIA CT/GD ANIL TOPPO
ONGC AGARTALA ONGC AGARTALA 4TH RES. BN. RANCHI
25-11-1996 25-11-1996 25-11-1996

The CISF proudly remembers the supreme sacrifice of
these brave--hearts. On this day, they laid down their lives
at the altar of duty while fighting with the terrorist out-
fits.Their courage and bravery would remain an abiding
source of inspiration for the force. The force will remain
eternally indebted to them for their noblest deeds.

NORTHERN RAILWAY
E-TENDER NOTICE

Sr. Divisional Electrical Engineer/Traction Distribution, DRM's Office, State
Entry Road, New Delhi for & on behalf of President of India, invites open e-tender
under single packet system for the under noted work:

1.| Name of Work with its
Location

Part-B: Electrification of left out sidings by RE in
DLI-ROK-BTI section.

Rs. 52,85,892.19
Rs. 1,05,700/-

03.12.2020 (00.00 Hrs.) to
17.12.2020 (15.00 Hrs.)

17.12.2020 (15.00 hrs.)

2.| Approx. Cost of work

3.| Earnest Money Deposit
4.| E-Tender Bid Online
Submission Period

5.| E-Tender Bid Submission
End Date & E-Tender Open
Date & Time

6.| Fund Allocation EBR

7.| Website particulars where | www.ireps.gov.in
complete details of tender
documents can be seen
E-Tender No.: 19-TRD-NDLS-2020-21 Dated 24.11.2020
SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

NORTHERN RAILWAY

E-TENDER NOTICE

2630/2020

E-Mail: agmp@supplycomail.com | Website: www.supplycokerala.com.
No.P.10/26444/2020 Date:24.11.2020

TENDER NOTICE
(ONLY THROUGH ELECTRONIC TENDERING SYSTEM/E-AUCTION)

The Kerala State Civil Supplies Corporation Ltd (Supplyco) intends to purchase
Wheat through e-auction and e-tender.The e-tender will be accepted up to
6 PM on 30-11-2020. For details visit our website www.supplycokerala.com
or www.etenders.kerala.gov.in. Only suppliers possessing digital signatures
will be permitted to participate in the e-tender. The e-auction of the same will
be conducted after 10AM on 01.12.2020. For e-auction please visit

\_fttps:/market.neml.in s://market.neml.in Sd/-, Manager (Purchase) J

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE APPEARANCE

OF ACCUSED PERSON

See Section 82 Cr.P.C.

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused person
Muntajim @ Musa S/o Md. Azim R/o H.No. I-86 (B-165), Nala Road,
Near Firdaus Masjid, Gali No. 8, Chand Bagh, Delhi has committed
(or is suspected to have committed) the offence in case FIR No.
65/2020, U/s 109/114/147/148/149/436/153-A/505/365/302/201/120-
B/34 IPC & 25/27/54/59 Arms Act has been registered at P.S.
Dayalpur, Delhi andithas been retumed to a warrant of arrest thereupon
issued that the said Muntajim @ Musa cannot be found and whereas it
has been shown to my satisfaction that the said Muntajim @ Musa has
absconded (or is concealing himself to avoid the service of the said
warrant).

Proclamation is hereby made that the said Muntajim @ Musa
accused of FIR No. 65/2020, U/s 109/114/147/148/149/436/153-
A/505/365/302/201/120-B/34 IPC & 25/27/54/59 Arms Act, P.S.
Dayalpur, Delhi is required to appear before this court to answer
said complaint on or before 05.01.2021. By Order

Purshottam Pathak, Chief Metropolition Magistrate,
ppseicRIME2020  North East District, Karkardooma Courts, Delhi

Appeal for Identification

General Public is hereby informed that a
male dead body Name: Unknown, S/o
Unknown, Rlo: Unknown, Age: About 35
years, Height: 5', Built: Medium, Face:
Round, Complexion: Whitest,
Gender: Male, Wearing : Blue colour
Shirt and Dark Cream Pant and Black
Sweter, Tatoo on Right Hand "Chandra
Pooja' found in E.D.M.C Parking

Opposite A Block, New Seema Puri on 17.11.2020. In this
regard, DD No. 55-A dated 17.11.2020 has been lodged at PS
Seemapuri, Delhi. The dead body has been preserved in GTB
Hospital Mortuary for 72 hours for identification.
Sincere efforts have been made by local police to trace out
information about this male but no clue has come to light so far.
Any, person having any information or clue about this male may
kindly inform to the following. SHO
P.S., Seemapuri, Delhi
Ph. : 011-22599395
7065036029

DP/282/SHD/2020
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NEW OKHLA INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

'\“laa Administrative Building, Sector-6, Noida G.B. Nagar,(U.P)
Website : www.noidaauthorityonline.com

E-TENDER NOTICE

E-Tenders are invited from eligible firms/contractors for the
following jobs against which bids can be uploaded and same
shall be opened/downloaded as per schedule mentioned. The
details and conditions of all tenders are available on Noida
Authority’s official website: www.noidaauthorityonline.com
& http:/letender.up.nic.in. Please ensure to see these
websites for any changes/ amendments & corrigendum etc.

(1)| 25/SPE/PE | Supply, Installation, Rs.4130445.00
(PH-II)YET/ | Operation and Maintanance
2020-21 on hire basis of 10 seater
Mobile Toilets for Public
Health Div-Il area, Noida.
The above tenders can be uploaded by date 08.12.2020 upto
5.00 PM. Pre-Qualification shall be opened / downloaded on date
09.12.2020 at 11.00 AM.

office: (S.C. Mishra)
Sector-39, Noida Sr. Project Engineer (Public Health)

% da 3ifm asier

Bank of Baroda
www.bankofbaroda.in [ > = |

RECRUITMENT NOTICE

RECRUITMENT OF BUSINESS HEADS FOR SPECIALIZED
VERTICALS
Bank of Baroda, One of India’s Largest Banks is looking for
experienced professionals for Business Head positions for
Specialized Verticals
Join India’s International Bank for a Challenging Career and
become a part of its Growth Journey

Sr. Divisional Electrical Engineer/Traction Distribution, DRM's Office, State Entry P94 '\7%_5' @1 M ﬁTﬁ’J CISAEN R
gl packetsytom for th under note ot |[1 | TS TBUW, 04122020 | UM R, oK
1. |[Name of Work with its | Part-A: Electrification of left out sidings by RE in m Ll qaa Yrd: 11.00 ﬁ 4 ?%3, W
location TKD-PWL section 2. |S9S, THUM, |08.12.2020 UM PRIeR, FSiald
2. | Approx. Cost of work Rs. 1,03, 09,040.42/- m q q—aa ud: 11.00 aﬁ el @3, W
Earnest Money Deposit Rs. 2,01,600/- 3. o) @3, W: 11.12 2020 W W, ?ﬁl?ﬁﬂ?
4. |E-Tender Bid Online [03.12.2020 (00.00 hrs.) to 17.12.2020 2
Submission Period (15.00 Hrs.) ( ) m a U'cﬂ’tﬂ Ui : 11.00 EIET 9 ?%3, E
5. | E-Tender Bid Submission |17.12.2020 (15.00 Hrs. EIﬁlﬁ‘dﬂ 4 EER]H g
End Date & E-Tender Open ( ) m aﬁbﬂ[ Qﬁ H@W EDDT 3-]3—\'4]'\’ iﬂ _\%—]ﬂ I 3@25
Date & Time deiiaral 31t STH®RT R g Il BI ARl 3 500 . 1 YWIH B
6. | Fund Allocation EBR fepit off Prifea o He1deeD, ERAUN Iy URGEH, THIM S BRI §
7. | Website particulars where | www.ireps.gov.in "4 ]%Iﬁ]fﬁ Q}| U &Y el % I
complete details of tender g, / -
documents can be seen W,
No.: 18-TRD-NDLS-2020-21 Dated: 23.11.2020 2626/2020 gﬁ'qTUTI I Hﬁaﬁ, W I

83968/HRY

TATA POWER DELHI DISTRIBUTION LIMITED
A Tata Power and Delhi Government Joint Venture
Regd. Office : NDPL House, Hudson Lines, Kingsway Camp, Delhi 110 009
Tel : 66112222, Fax : 27468042, Email : TPDDL@tatapower-ddl.com
CIN No. : U40109DL2001PLC111526, Website : www.tatapower-ddl.com

NOTICE INVITING TENDERS Nov. 25, 2020

TATA Power-DDL invites tenders as per following details:

TATAPOWER-DDL

. : Last Date & Time
Tender Enquiry No. Ez‘s'gé,t\:g S*gf’d“ of Bid Submission/
Work Description ! Date and time of
(Rs.) Document|
’ Opening of bids

TPDDL/ENGG/ENQ/ 200001258/20-21,

Rfx: 5000001936 44cr .
TollFree No. with 12Nos. PRILines for | g5 100 | 22020 ]gggggg ]ggg ::
Calling - Validity 3 Years w. e. f. Apr' 21 o ' ’
TPDDLIENGGIENQ) 200001259/20-21 .

e 16.12.2020 16:00 Hrs.
Rix: 5000001939 65tac | 22112920 | 16422020 16:30 Hrs.

SITC of Online 100 KVA UPS

CORRIGENDUM / TENDER DATE EXTENTION

Published i i
Tendar Eneuiy N, Date Reised | o 0 iconlDate
Work Description Estimated Cost/ i N y
EMD (Rs.) time of opening of bids
TPDDL/ENGG/ENQ/200001252/20-21
RFx- 5000001918 14.11.2020 05.12.2020,1500 Hrs
Rate contracts for AMC of IP Phones installed | 3 g7 500)- 05.12.2020.1700 Hrs
across various locations in Tata Power-DDL e ’
for a period of three year 77000/

Complete tender and corrigendum document is available on our
website www.tatapower-ddl.com— Vendor Zone — Tender / Corrigendum Documents
Contracts - 011-66112222

Government of UT of Jammu and Kashmir
DIRECTORATE OF AGRICULTURE TALAB TILLO JAMMU
www.diragrijmu.nic.in
ABBREVIATED e-AUCTION NOTICE

For and on behalf of Governor of UT Jammu and Kashmir, e-Auction of
Unfit Leftover Seed Stocks / Bi-products will be conducted online through
www.eauction.gov.in as per the details mentioned here under:

S. No | Particulars Earnest Money
01 Unfit Leftover Seed Stocks / Bi-products | As per Detailed Notice

Published vide no.DAJ/Acctts/NIA/ Inviting Auction (NIA)
2020-21/1293-1303, dated 19/11/2020.

Terms of Engagement:

Contractual - For a period of 3 years, extendable at the option of
the Bank.

Eligibility Criteria:
Interested candidates are advised to visit the Bank’s website
www.bankofbaroda.in (Careers Page) - Current Opportunities

— Recruitment of Business Heads for Specialized Verticals for
eligibility criteria and other details.

The last date of submission of the application is, 15"
December 2020 (23:59 hours).

Sn Position Vacancy Sr. | Critical Dates DD/MM/YYYY Hrs.
1 | Head - Fintech & Digital Lending 1 No.
2 | Head - Customer Experience 1 1 |e-Auction Publish Date 21-11-2020 01:00 PM
3 | Head - Supply Chain Finance 1 2 |Documents Submission/Payment 23-11-2020 10:00 AM
4 | Head - Cash Management 1 Start Date
5 | Head - Home Loans and Mortgage Business 1 3 |Physical Documents Submission/Payment| 04-12-2020 04.00 PM
- - End Date
6 | Head - Education Loan Business 1 - —
- o 4 |Online Documents Submission/Payment | 04-12-2020 06:00 PM
7 | Head - Loan Against Securities 1 End Date

05-12-2020 10:00 AM
07-12-2020 06:00 PM
08-12-2020 11:00 AM
08-12-2020 04:00 PM

The e-Auction documents along with Terms and Conditions of the e-
Auction and relevant documents can be downloaded from the e-Auction
portal www.eauction.gov.in. The e-Auction shall be conducted in the elec-
tronic format through e-Auction portal www.eauction.gov.in. The
bidder/firm shall have to upload scanned copies of all the necessary docu-
ments as described in e-Auction notice. Earnest Money shall be pledged to
Member Secretary, Auction Committee (Directorate of Agriculture,

Document/Payment Approval Start Date

Document/Payment Approval End Date

Auction Start Date
Auction End Date

O IN|O|O,

5 Jammu). Earnest Money deposited in the shape of CDR/FDR is refundable.
. - S Accounts Officer,
Place: Mumbai g Member Secretary, DLAC
Date: 25.11.2020 GENERAL MANAGER-HRM DIPJ/7546 Directorate of Agriculture, Jammu
New Delhi
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OVER THE HEDGE by Michae

S EACK TO THE
SEGNANGER TOON'T
h-'ﬂ;;?' TO S0 2400 T

|Fry & T Lewis
LLOW THE
BUTL  RULESORT
Hife You .

DAY TODAY BY PETER VIDAL
ARIES (Mar 21 - Apr 20) LIBRA (Sept 24 - Oct 23)
o Therereallyisa Today’s personal
FE%%.E& FER > great deal to be choices and
METIV -'3-1-'.' o done to lift your decisions are likely
: horizons above the tobe madeinaspirit
l'- purely mundane and routine of optimism. This is fine just as
nuts and bolts of daily life. long as yourealise that
Further education is strongly conditions may have changed
indicated in your chart, by the time you come to

L i Ty T Lisdin O

CALVIN & HOBBES by

Bill Watterson

OH, GREAT ALTAR BEaTon UFek WME though, as your view of the rather than to any general
oF PRSSIVE THY [HSCORoRLT facts is coloured by what malice. Your plans should now
EHTERTAINMENT MAGES, AT SUCH you would like to be true, be shaped by how much cash
' - 5-'F.'EE|:' A5 To REWDER 8 rather than by what you have inyour purse. You'll
! = | actually is true. have to work within your
ACROSS DOWN LWHERR THONEHT i limits: there is no other choice.
1 Tomsentroundoneintheclub 2 Sawnotice ontime THPOESIBLE ! i GEMINI (N\l(a(‘)llljff()-ilgrl)iiilszars SAGITT. S(Nov23-Dec22)
for cheese (9) (5) [ . ARIU -
8 Rascal with a strange love urge 3 Beidle perhaps but ready to E are now looking The next few days
(5) cat(6) § very powerful. The coulq find you
9 Music hall medley 4 Brokeinto staba plant expert : Moqn and Venus, wakingup, as 1ffr‘0m
@ ®) i two very emotional planets, . adeepsleep. You'll
10 Time when the hands come 5 Ascoop for the gardening |I i | dre so allgneql astogetyour beg}n torealise that situations
her (6) e 5 feelings moving and, in the which seemed so confused are
1 &),%: ;rg ;ﬁer (6) g E & right circumstances, set your really very straightforward. At
®) 6 Nimbleness of soldierinItaly ¥ =T heart on fire. Of course, what home you may give a child or
; - F d is the perfect person ounger relation one hundred
12 Late find wildly exaggerated onmanoeuvres (7) & A %’g: ;lf:ar s gnd oo percent support.
(8) 7 Protectaworker whois ’ . . . .
15 Anenclosed place might be accused (9) unknown quantity. Nothing less will do.
costlier (8) 11 Lacking agame to play - or MARVIN by Tom Armstrong CANCER (June 22 - July 23) CAPRICORN (Dec23 - Jan 20)
18 Movs that shortens the game a rlve'lls (9). You tend to see Sometimes the
20 'll'gitll:f d(lissiaose SR 13 a‘;‘lfll(%r‘l’;(tg’”t because WHAT O ¥0U THINK WE DIR? | KEMOW... THAT WAS JLST everything as either pressure of deciding
nature (G) 14 Computer screen helps 'I'i'E J"“’E‘T ﬁwm IM ﬂmcl‘&ﬁ'! A PGL-I-I-E WA"F ﬂ: black or Whlte' d What todonextis
. y S -] perhaps inevitable justtoo great! You
21 Leftinastate of wretchedness teachers(7) '\k i ) 4| GETTING YOU TO ASK ME consequence of the need to may well feel like withdrawing
ovenneay 16 Cattledrives(6) ] ABOUT A1y DAY choose between different from the fray, and why not?
@) 17 Threaten adevil with v i ] options. Try to be more You have received quite a
22 Pointtoweak track of an something conclusive i flexible; both recent successes  battering from certain people
animal (5) (6) . s and disappointments have in the recent past, and you
23 ‘(L\S til’famcal entrance 19 f:)‘itl hg&r)ound ahousein the i - made you more tolerant of might conclude that now it’s
8 ! E others, perhaps with good time to look after number one.
I B o i
E (.t i reason. In other words, you.
Solutions Crossword 4284: Across: 1 Get away, 4 Floor, 7 Turn, 8 Assuages, 10 H £ LEO (July 24 - Aug.23) AQUARIUS (Jan 21 - Feb 19)
Shake hands, 12 Sherry, 13 Capone, 15 Schooldays, 18 Partaken, 19 Hail, 20 Dowse, I = You may let go of You will always
21 Trinket. Down: 1 Gates, 2 Threaten, 3 Yes-man, 4 Found fault, 5 Orgy, 6 Respite, 9 E the past alittle, have a great need
Depreciate, 11 Tomahawk, 12 Slipped, 14 Honest, 16 Split, 17 Grow. E E especially at home. for comfort and
The emphasis stability, but
today is on relations with recently you have felt this
children which, on a slipping away. Don’t worry. It's
psychological level, indicates just that a curious series of
JUMBLED WORDS Difficulty Level 5s A thatyou can also be more planetary cycles is saving the
Instructions Fi 3 (@) childlike. This of course best for next week. If you give a
Given below are four jumbled words. Solve the jumbles to make proper words and move them to Tosolvea Sudoku puzzle, m 1 B 4 E 'E 5 -3 ? 9 means that you can enjoy little now, then you'll receive
the respective squares below. Select the letters in the shaded squares and jumble them to get () everydigitfrom1to9 1 T E g < 9 AL I 4 T 7 E g 2 yourself more than usual. much more later.
theanswer for the given quip. o must appearin each of the s | ] - |
PR : " ) VIRGO (Aug 24 - Sept 23 PISCES (Feb 20 - Mar 20
fr not by accepting___but by doing them. - Thucydides (7) ‘3 Tieverteestimrs | g - g g 2IEIZ|FIBIG|R 4 1 ( /% partne?or ) ( i emotion?al
each of the nine horizontal [ 4 colleague may be depths have been
GVYAR CRSYFU o | rows andin each of the =T 1 T T g ? ? g . 3 . 1 I_ﬁ B @ ready toclincha stirred up by recent
_-. > B . | & 1 7] 5186 | rid|i29 3 deafl whigh will dol | nichh p%anet;ry batttlfes,
(o) 5 7 4 d36lgoz2l1 57 you a power of good, especially ~ which have forced you to face
o < $ athome. If you can forcg the 'theltrluth about at least one
KOPOS AANTUV . - o 9 pace and get others to divulge individual. You may begin to
a D'f_f'cmty Lev?' _ i & £ [ E 91114 2 T E 3 2 all they know, then do so, but see the future with a little
. 135 ;‘ﬁ";_easyf‘t:asdy’ 3 3 4 5 D F41218| 58|71 86 please go gently. Afterall, your  more clarity. That has to be
s = Medium; 4s = Hard; | g sl 7lal1 6lo2 4 goal is to get at the truth, good news. Never doubt,
sopipfonu 5s =.Very Hard; 6s= 5 3 (@) ] rather than to prove thatyou though, that you have the love
- way) Sutop Aq Inq sanoaey Sundadde Aq Jou SPUSLY INO JINIIS I\ flamsuv Genius (2] were right. of that one special person.

INNVAY ARINDS NO0dS AAVED :NOLLNTOS

which suggests that all of

you have the chance to few safeguards. Thats only
improve yourselves. commonsense.
TAURUS (Apr 21 - May 21) SCORPIO (Oct 24 - Nov 22)

Business affairs
must take as much
of your attention as
required. Do be

sure not to play free and easy

with other people’s money

implement them, soinclude a

You might have
been misled or
misinformed, but
you may putitall

down to a general

communications breakdown

L J

C-224

L “ OFFICE OF THE MANAGING DIRECTOR, WATCO.
3 Ground Floor, Unnati Bhawan,
H.B. Colony, Satyanagar, Bhubaneswar-751007, Odisha, India
Telefax: - +91-674-2391444
E-mail - mail@watcoodisha.in, md@watcoodisha.in

WATCO

No.: JHS/ELG/W/T-12/2020-21/RT
Dated: 20.11.2020

S
Tender Notice

For and on behalf of President of India, the Sr. Divisional Electrical Engineer (General), North Central Railway,
Jhansiinvites Open Tender through Online (E-Tendering) for the following work:—

North

i NORTH CENTRAL RAILWAY, PRAYAGRAJ

r. Divisional Electrical Engineer (General)

Central Raiway, Jhansi

1 Name of the work -

2. Estimated cost

3. Period of completion -

4. Date & time of:
availability of bid

- Rs. 385.00 Lakh
6 (Six) Months.

From 11.00 AM of Dt. 03.12.2020 to 5.00
PM of 17.12.2020

INVITATION FOR BID (IFB) Descrintion Cost of - Closin
Bid Identification No. WATCO (W)-13/2020-21 Dtd. 23.11.2020 : d : Tonder No.| Tender [Eamest| ST |completion o
WATCO No. 3947 Date: 23.11.2020 Comprehensive Annual maintenance Value | Money [ hocument| PeM0d | of tender
! o contract for 02 nos. heavy duty Auto meters
“Construction  of ~ Training  -cum-| |Alliance Ltd., (AAL) make escalators| JHs/ELG/
Demonstration Center and development of | |installed at Jhansi Railway Station on| \w/T-12/ Three |[14.12.2020
Park at Septage Tratment Plant Basuaghai, | | Platform no. 1 in Jhansi division for a period| 22021, |3263658.72| 71300/- NIL Years upto
Bhubaneswar.” ofthree yearsi.e.36 months. RT (36 months)| 15:00 hrs.

www.ncr.indianrailways.gov.in

Note.:- (1) Tenderer will submit the tender online upto 14.12.2020 on 15.00 hrs . (2) Complete details & for submission of tender
can be seenin Indian Railways website http://www.ireps.gov.in

North central railway

1256/20(P)

DELHI JAL BOARD : GOVT. OF NCT OF DELHI

wavelength detection and automatic Fraction Collector (Tender ID-
2020_CSIR_61701_1), Disc Stack Separator (Continuous Centrifuge)
With Accessories (Tender ID-2020_CSIR_62863_1), High Pressure
Homogenizer(Tender 1D-2020_CSIR_62868_1), on CPP portal. Please
visit www.etenders.gov.in for further details. Details are also available on
www.clri.org. A Pre-Bid Conference will be held at 3.00 p.m. on 2nd
December, 2020 at Heritage Hall, CLRI Chennai.

WITHIEAR — Bid a9 SR e
CSIR - CENTRAL LEATHER RESEARCH INSTITUTE
(i m alteifies argeiem aReg Council of Scientific & Industrial Research)

e, 9, afterrg Adyar, Chennai - 600 020, Tamil Nadu

Uffice of The Executive Engineer,

T.C.D, UP. Jal Nigam, Sambhal
Latter Hao. 100 2K idaiKanya-8i68

s Telephone : 91 - 44— 24437162, 24437193, 24437420, &3t Email :spo@clies.in Diartod -« 2044, 2600
No. 2(312)/2013/Pur 25th November, 2020 | | Shart Term E-Tender Motlee
CSIR-CLRI has advertised for Supply, installation and commissioning of g‘ld'ﬂ D‘JT_DH':H!IB f;:: sfmﬂmh'm{a-
Preparative Fast Pressure Liquid Protein Purification System with Multi | [*=7Hefs i iwo syalam dor
p a 4 Retrofting work ot Alrasi Vilage Wister

Supply Scheme Under Jal Jeswan
Mission (M) in District Sambhet LR
arg hereby imviked on behal of the
Chairmen U Jai Migam from Lhe
reputed contraciors hasing requichs
work exporience & fimancial
capabiilios. Tender document shall ba
availzble &t s-procurement websile

document in the portal L ey Stores & Purchase Officer hilp:lielendar.up.nicn lstasl b
. . . R ) | e ¥ i
5. :-_::;-p?a:f b/_dsmpne t:; :- 5.00 PM of 17.12.2020. .1 OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (SDW) VIl FHE':H‘-_-F,r"'H For & on behalf of COUNCIL OF SCEINTIFIC & INDUSTRIAL RESEARCH - Fﬂé-‘»m Im-!-'l-'. H &mm[_ﬂ;
i ids i 3 AR 12020, Inlerested ]
portal B_a-;.i! SEC. 16-D, PAPPANKALAN; N. DELHI-110075 U " ———— viow & cdownload Tender Documant
6. Date & time of opening :- 12.30 PM of 18.12.2020. PRESS N.LT. No. 5/EE(SDW)VIII/ (2020-21) ( GSIR - CENTRAL LEQ??;H;uRncTEfSSEQ::ggI nl;:g:ﬁ:;ggafch) fie. Technicsl & Firancal c
of technical bids S. Name of work Estimated | E/Money | Tender Date of release of Last date/ time of receipt &R, 474, TS Adyar, Chennai - 600 020, Tamil Nadu “dua,tﬂ'"_ cum technical bid and
7. Name and address of : Managing Director, WATCO Telefax:- 0674- | ||No. CostinRs.| inRs. | feein |tenderin e procurement| of tender through " Telephone : 91 0. 2437162 24437’193 24437420 ';‘—ﬁa Email spo@clisesin finarc@l bid) and uplcad theis I:md:;r,
the Officer inviting Bid ~ 2391444, E-Mail: mailwatcoodisha.in Rs. solution e procurement solution ; i : : : — duty fled onkne letest by 26112020
md@watcoodisha.in 1 |Construction of 15 MGD Effluent|2,67,25,873/-| 5,36,000/-| 1500/~ Tender ID 15.12.2020 No. 2(312)/2013/Pur 25th November, 2020 { 11p f 14:14} Hrs, Technical & Financial
8. The bidders have to participate in ONLINE bidding only. . {;‘:(’:‘:t"ga:‘::::a::; ‘g::::k?dy/ 2032{3]2%]1;92%87 at 03:05 PM. CSIR-CLRI has advertised for Supply, installation and commissioning of Over- cepedy evalusion cum chnical bid
Further ~ details can be seen from the web site —— - - Head Chain Conveyor for Drying of Leathers (Tender ID-2020_CSIR_62769_1), shall ba 'Iﬂﬂﬂﬂd_ on M1 o
"www.tendersodisha.gov.in." ) ) Further details in this regard can be seen at (https://govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in) Conveyor drying unit(Tender ID-2020_CSIR_62770_1), Double Width Hydraulic 15:30 Hrs al this Office. The non
(Managln%v%[g(gor) STOP CORONA: Wear Mask, Follow Physical Distancing, Maintain Hand Hygiene Shaving Machine (Tender ID-2020 CSIR 62771 1), Reversible Semi- refundabia oot of e-ender documeant
OIPR/13083/11/0015/2021 | | ISSUED BY PR.O. (WATER) Sd- Hydraulic Sam-Set Machine (Tender ID - 2020_CSIR_62772_1), Sammying | | Az, S000.00 + 12% G.5.T. oras par
Advt. No. J.S.V. 234/2020-21 EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (SDW) VIl | | cum spray applicator machine(Tender 1D-2020_CSIR_62773_1)Hydraulic | [1881 G.5.T. Rues & Reguisdon.
plating / embossing machine (Tender 1D-2020_CSIR_62774_1)on CPP portal. E’“m" '“j “‘f“"f'f,""“" ba a*“‘“bh"!f"
Please visit www.etenders.gov.in for further details. Details are also available on P da lgam wabstia
www.clri.org. A Pre-Bid Conference will be held at 11.00 a.m. on 2nd December, W, .U Qo In
WHOGHT § EHD 2020 at Heritage Hall, CLRI Chennai.
-8 MEME OF OPEMING DATE WINSITE oF ThE HODAL DRFICERCONTACT Stores & Purchase Officer
Mo DEFARTHENT BB O WIRICFH CE T ENTER cLosing pae | VAPERONIN DERARTMENT DETADLES EMAIL For & on behalf of COUNCIL OF SCEINTIFIC & INDUSTRIAL RESEARCH
CONICTING OF E-DENSUS GF TRAFFIC AT TR-51 ) SURAKS . i
1 EWI S8R, WAL (LT NAPAR KAKINA READT AT KM 65 0F NILLAGE Gl LGRS ﬁ’t;_i“g 1Lhcs Ettos)etendar, by, M;;;ﬁ:'";;_‘ i CENTRAL INSTITUTE OF PETROCHEMICALS ENCINEERING & TECHNOLOGY [CIPET)
AT EDELT [N REWRAL CISTT. {FE-INVITED) " E ol 4 il CENTRE FOR SHILLING AND TECHMICAL SUFPORT [CST3), BHUBANESWAR
COREaT, O ) BEGED HOSPITAL IR SARAEWAT KR - T, AEr-SaaRTt 2279, BPI#::IE#;' EEE:-;LE{:"'.‘!“ wef '-'Ir:aﬂrrlinl_:::!-ﬂ.rlFa;Esl;la 4 _:.Flltil:ll'r;!ﬁiwm'-ﬁ:'
i FET EBF, AMBALK BHATMAIRA, FENIWG, CISTT, EURKSHETRA (PO 11K ELECT, kst 15L7ILNS d=tenders, Srvaicin TLeEA s I S L A S T
: i L iB‘:'fﬂ'lgft-lquJlﬂ-LLx + E'J:F'Eﬂi'?ﬁ:m i 04132020 = fite{ g farry pviheead-2m bakafthoyaicin Errail: slpoisasdigmall comdme B cipet o In, . Wabasl ol Pk gos
% A AL FSER ESTARES IMLKT OF D00 AT THALTA CENTLR 1N CIVIL HOSRTAL 1L —_—— s clers b i SIB62-118E5 L) pw-emad- CIPET:CSTS/BESR/ Hould Base2030-21) 06 Cater 25:11.2020
: AT 51550 (FDG. MECICAL (i85 PIRELINE SYSTEM ORLY| 04.L1.30:0 i il himarthry.icin INVITATION FOR OUOTATION
:T}EJ_""'“ f&:ﬁ:ﬂ'qtﬁﬁ:’:ﬂﬁﬁmghuﬁ; 19.LE 43D T Sealed quotations are imited from reputed Manufacterers/SuppliersfDistributors!
4 ST EAF, AMBALY | Raghrin Ao er LT Y L ain B4 5 LUCE et erders by aicdn LSl : ] R P _ .
- TC 4 0503} {ROAD LE: 154 B 155) T4 MBALA, DISTRICT. .+ 1 1.12.2020 " Prad-a=cdl-ambaaBhes nicin Authorized Dealers for the supply of Injection Mould Base al CIPET C3TS
o &cmﬂrﬁ?rr'ﬁwhy I T Bhubaneswar. Interested bidders may submit their guatation on or before OF. 12,2020
] 4 R S TRUCTOON OF GONT, VETY, CESERSARY JCILING 25,11.27 . : - ¥ R L T i i o T Lt e L
5 PAHHARRTL S0, U o e e s el i e TLEE LRCE Hos:ietenders, bry. ricin Preosang mrwt S hiyraem al lh:ll::kiebtui;:u frl:lln.-rusb. The olher delails are available al CIPET websile
- = = CONET OF COMMORETY {ENTRE (LACRE] AT VILLALGE BAArs: 2L . i X NS ; TV i 3 o . .
;| RN, S LK BANIFAT tniany | NI | i i Dy Director & Head, CIPET: CSTS Bhubaneswar reserves right o accept or reject
PARCHAYATT A1, BLOCK 4 : o o anyiall guotabons without assigning any reasons therecf. i
2. | COVEEORMENT AR RGN, | 3 T s v . e L ey b i SN ik i Dy, Birector & Head
LITLCER KAIRY = [
TARFATION & WIL AEAL TIFE CANAL DWTA ATLUTSITION Sva TEM WITH CATA &5 A, z ; from
: i i " l IILMID MO - nifuehpgnal i AT
E DEPARTMENT HARFERS SEAVICE BIOEL AR 150 DKL LOCATEINS FOR & PERIID OF hip el eridens Say A ek i A
SARCFILILA TIPS ' ) L0 R5-15,50,000- e L R-20E [ WIEROT ki T R S € o sRemm aReas Tode & i o ©ue Toae/mee/ediF ®l ghH 9 AEkhe
p PANCHEATAT] AL, ADHTAK CORSTRICTIC OF /WAL 0F EORAS PORD: AT WILLAGE BARI] FER T s e e ot M TR TS WU qAN TFey WITWERRS Td FR TR 1 Ffiom 01.01.2021 ¥ 31.03.2022 qF &I 7@fy & 1%512 feAieR:
T ; T m.}"’;'ﬁﬂ’“‘;fnh:ml "'TI’;:r“r"':lz'“‘é AT LARE ] [ peizbeen nhEaniaiin 18.12.2020 1 Td: 11:00 TS WEIYeEieh HAT Toees a9 TUg R e Ffverd gd & | Ao =t wial 61 feregal
ot e 3, J30, T _1DETAILEDE ! | = s i _
10 ;ﬂ;}fﬁff'-ffﬂfﬁm MAKIG [F TAP JORKECTION T EADH HOUSEHOLD INTER 1M ﬁf:;i‘;‘g 104 LACS Wit ioteschors My it .».-i:llﬁ'?f::‘tw ; R %0 500/ & ferf 07.12.2020 ¥ ot e e  +7r vl 1 9 7 A € | Pt g, o
| ' | |.‘|._.||:|_||;_: AELE DISTT, BEMAR]L + § OTHER ‘WiRE i [ | e Pl gasin wUE el @Z(/ﬁ z:ué‘%a@wqﬁﬂﬁ@ﬁ%@ SESE| WWQ@W@?ﬁﬁ WA S Fehd B
WATEA, HAEAR, - FROWIDONG 205 KOS FURCTICHAL HOUSEROLD THET I WERRG RS qT The/HIe WS Td HR UIRT Horml G 18.12.2020 Tid: 1100 & TIH 9
| g | PRI HEATHEMGIEERING | TAP CORKECTION [N VARKASS STREET AT VLLAGE WATIR KAGAR 21112070 VEL£6, 1AL T N e O T86 373 HE DUE ToTS |
KAITHAL A AL DTHE E WORES CONTINGERT THERE TO® [UKDER 14, FERA IR Bl eliaithal Db heryrna gire in wa ST T, Aes, T
JEEVAN MIESHON PHASE-1] + 9 OTHER WERS .
DRERA« CORGTALICTICH DF IHOZ FERDERT VA TER, WORS, A EZ &M N AW T AR A aG A T ontaes W et
1 PUBLE HEALTH ENGIREERING LAYTSG OF PLRE L1ME WITH FHTC 14 VILLAGE CRERA (ST ELEL A0 L9631 LS k: TERGER M) i [IRLLS . TN w o
CAVIEIDN, Slvin BHIRGRE, |, URGEA EM AHHOURCIMENT KO, 25041 BT, (H.L2320 ! 3021 HAY 1598751 e Ephadtenenapo.n T T
07,03, 2000 . N - - -
& : - 1 |=-HiE wiee fEF -, e, e, AE, WH, ST TeIE], TR0 25000/~ . 01.01.2021 ¥ 31.03.2022
mmgmnﬁlw Fn:!-_.l.l.\'H-:l.'Fﬂ:ann ES W ::'u'.*w [T e i 2 |®IR FE, Ha-Fe T SH TR, Fle-2, fosel, S, @M, wiee fEw anfe 25000/- . 01.01.2021 ¥ 31.03.2022
AL B OF RvSRIL TORN DISTT, MOHLHDERGARN S bt \sterders trynicin AR :
13 | PUBLDC HEALTH ERIGE. MARMALIL “FAERARATEIN OF ESTIMATE | D0IT, COHDUCTING HELD 15 ITILS TENDER M43 g ,m:;l;l'm 3 |wfere e gue ik T, W AR, FR, W S| 25000/~ ¥ [01.01.2021 ¥ 31.03.2022
SURYEY, TAKING DUT SPOT LEVELS RO BEEWERAGE STHEME ’ 2020 HAY_1503E7_L T TIOR 4 |57 vEm & = (3 ) |9, e, e faew @ T 25000/~ ¥, |01.01.2021 ¥ 31.03.2022
P mm;ﬁfi:rﬂrgun' T — T 5 |fere firesk g1 (3@ ) (g9 A g A o Eed Al eRE IR W AR 9 | 25000/~ F.|01.01.2021 | 31.03.2022
S r X VOUCTRE 3 LAy o 3 T EEA B n -
14 :"mm"gﬁfl,ﬁf“a FRESELIFE FIPES OF 100 TD LEOMM DiA SIZES CLATES K7 ke | S1e2880 pany g | IHRSIHECES. R 24,2564 175 2585135 6 T = go T T A 25000~ % 101.01.2021 ¥ 31.03.2022
DIsFREs £y 4 PR WATER GAS F, SEWERAMGE . i CROAES [PLAY.] noheryena gl Burplesfihry . I 7 |5F® T um (faa wom) e TATE, ST SR, M, F W= 9 & 25000/~ . 01.01.2021 ¥ 31.03.2022
GLNLRAL MAMAGLR MARTA i X 3 - 3 25,1120 : e = GEHIRAL MATGEER FAETANA _
15 ey hipmial o CLEANING SAMITATICH OF WDSEHDR, OFFICE & BUSES 15 St ISLACE fis:)eiendars. hry.ricin S i s T T/
| gEopsHRY FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT : www.haryanaeprocurement.gov.in or www.etendehry.nic.in 83989/HRY e T aREE e
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KOHLI, ASHWIN NOMINATED FOR PLAYER OF THE DECADE AWARD

The talismanic Virat Kohli and Ravichandran Ashwin were on Tuesday nominated for the coveted ICC Men's Player of
the Decade Award with the Indian captain featuringin all five men's categories for his incredible run in the last 10 years.
Kohli and veteran off-spinner Ashwin are the two Indians among seven players nominated for the most prestigious
award. Besides the Indian duo, Joe Root (England), Kane Williamson (New Zealand), Steve Smith (Australia), AB de
Villiers (South Africa), and Kumar Sangaldkara (Sri Lanka) are the other contenders in this category.

Given option of picking kit, Team India goes for ’92 World Cup look

DEVENDRA PANDEY
MUMBAI,NOVEMBER 24

THEINDIAN cricket team will go retro for the
limited-overs series in Australia by donning
the iconic dark-blue team kit from the 1992
World Cup, hosted jointly by Australia and
New Zealand. The jersey with broad-
coloured stripes across the shoulder has
great recall value as it marked the introduc-
tion of coloured clothing, white balls and
floodlights at a 50-over World Cup.

The Indian team had to do away with the
lighter-blue jersey, various versions of which
have been worn for nearly two decades, be-
cause a new kit sponsor has signed a three-
year deal.

When India play Australia in the first
One-Day International in Sydney on Friday,
old-timers from the team of 1992 will cher-
ish seeing the dark-blue kit back on the field.
Former India wicketkeeper Kiran More, a

member of the '92 World Cup team, has
preserved the jersey, which stands out be-
cause of its clean look in the absence of mul-
tiple sponsor logos and 'India" written
across it in yellow.

More was pleasantly surprised and
turned nostalgic when he heard the current
generation of players, captained by Virat
Kohli, opted for this kit when the BCCI con-
sulted them before they left for the tour.

Down memory lane

“I come across many people who agree
that this was the best jersey of the Indian
team. The colour is amazing and it is still fresh
in people’s minds. It was the first time we
played aWorld Cup in coloured clothing and
with the white ball. Ask any cricketer from
my generation and they will say the 1992
World Cup jersey is the best. We had played
in coloured clothing earlier but not ata World
Cup,” More told The Indian Express.

The Indian team will wear the retro kit

Kiran More poses with his 1992 World Cup jersey; The team captained by Azharuddin before a photoshoot; Opener Shikhar
Dhawan tweeted a picture of him in the jersey from Sydney on Tuesday. Credit: Kiran More/Twitter

for the three One-Day Internationals and
three T20 Internationals before switching to
whites for the Test series.

Opening batsman Shikhar Dhawan
tweeted a picture of him in the jersey with
the caption: “New jersey, renewed motiva-
tion, Ready to Go.”

Last week, MPL Sports, the merchandise

SHORT STORIES

brand of online gaming company Mobile
Premier League, bagged the rights for three
years after Nike decided to end its long-term
association in September. A top BCCl official
confirmed the new kit sponsor could not
copy the ‘design’ used by Nike.

To avoid copyright violations, the BCCI
and MPL offered the players different op-

tions. The players opted for the 1992 kit,
which reached them in Australia on Tuesday.

“As MPLis a new sponsor, they cannot use
a design similar to what the previous spon-
sor had. The MPL had sent us a few designs
for the one-day kit, including the design from
1992. We asked the cricketers to give their
opinion. They chose the one which was worn

[Tracing the rise of talented game changers who are primed for their time in the sun during this Australian summer]

Ok Tested

Chahal has become a virtuoso in white-ball cricket, but his evolution suggests the leggie deserves a crack at the five-day game

SRIRAMVEERA
MUMBAI,NOVEMBER 24

YUZVENDRA CHAHAL captures our imagina-
tion because of what has captured his imagi-
nation. Atthe moment of the release of the ball,
a spinner narrows the various geometric op-
tions available to him by instinct and imagina-
tion. The choices reveal the character and the
skill. With Chahal, the question always was: is
his art restricted to a clever response to an at-
tackfromabatsman? Can he induce mistakes
inabatsman notlooking to hitout? Orin other
words, can he transcend from a limited-overs
virtuoso to Tests? Does he have the nous, the
patience, the skill, the craft, the temperament,
and the fitness forit?

“I have only one big wish left: to play for
India in whites, I am ready for Tests,” Chahal
voiced his desire to this newspaper last year.
His own sparse first-class turnout doesn’thelp
butincreasingly, evidence suggests that he has
grown enough to at least be tried.

Watching him bowl in recent times has
been a brain-teaser. Unlike many of his con-
temporaries, Chahal uses the traditional leg-
spinner’s skillset to tackle the demands of
modern-day cricket.

“He is ready for Tests,” says Narendra
Hirwani, former India leg-spinner and the
spin coach at the National Cricket Academy.
“Heis at the last stage of evolution as a spin-
ner. Ab improvement kya bacha hai? He is
doing everything. He is reading the batsmen
and the conditions. It’s not about his foot,
head, shoulder, elbow anymore. He is smart,
and he is aware of what he can do. Shaana
hai (he’s shrewd)”.

There was enough evidence, during the IPL
for Royal Challengers Bangalore and over the
past year, of Chahal’s ability to produce the
most effective ball from his repertoire against
abatsman he wants to fox.

The ego buster

Take the last over of the chase to Chris Gayle
when he had to defend three runs against
Kings XI Punjab. Gayle doesn'tusually consider
the arc from cover point to wide long-off as
places to plunder runs against a leggie. He
doesn’tbinge oninside-out lofted cover drives
either. So, Chahal shifted his line to well out-
side off, from around the stumps. There was

THE MASTERMIND of the biggest upset in
the opening round of matches in the Indian
Super League (ISL) is just 35 years old. Just’,
because he is a manager and not a player.

Grard Nus, the globe-trotting Spaniard
who joined NorthEast United in August is the
youngest manager ever in the ISL. And it did
not take long for the former Ghana assistant
coach, who started his career as the coach of
Liverpool’s academy, to make an impact.

NorthEast were the whipping boys of
the last ISL season - winning only two out
of the 18 matches and conceding twice the
number of goals they scored. It was widely
expected that they’d be rolled over in their
opener by Mumbai City FC, one of the
favourites this season who not only have a
star-studded squad, but in Sergio Lobera
they have a manager who has had success
in India and abroad.

But Nus and NorthEast showed they
wouldn’t care about reputations. NorthEast
played within their limitations but Nus or-
ganised them in such a way that Mumbai
found it hard to break them despite domi-
nating the first half.

A red card to Mumbai playmaker
Ahmed Jahouh helped NorthEast’s cause,
but the fact that Mumbai did not manage a

Yuzvendra Chahal has the ability to produce the most effective ball from his

repertoire against a batsman he wants to fox.

Suvajit Dey

neither drift nor dip, but Gayle was dragged
out of his comfort zone. He watched the first
ball turn into him from a length and without
the pressing need to hit every ball, jabbed it to
short midwicket. The second and third balls
were things of beauty: full of imagination, dare,
impishness. They were tossed up high, rather
slowly and dangerously wide. And just about
spinning backinto legal boundaries. Gayle just
gapes at the first one that nestles into the
"keeper’s gloves and drags the other to the leg-
side for a single. That line has been attempted
by leggies before, but not the pace or trajec-
tory; they are usually fired across, flat, fast,and
away from the batsman. Not like this.

This was a tease to Gayle’s ego, presented

in an out-of-comfort-zone framework. That
combination is Chahal’s speciality. The in-
stinct of a limited-overs bowler, the vocabu-
lary of a Test leg-spinner.

In that same over, there were two dot balls
atKLRahul as well, again tailored to perfection.
Two slow heavily- side-spun leg-breaks, start-
ing from middle stump. Chahal must have re-
alised Rahul wouldn't think of coming down to
him nor has the tendency. The only plausible
alternative was slog-sweeping, but Chahal
raised the risks with his off-stump line. So,
Rahul tried cutting and both times, ended up
choppingittoshort cover. It was left to Nicholas
Pooran to do what most batsmen loathe todo
against Chahal: rush down the track for the

| ISL WRrAP:RD1 ]
Youngest manager sets tone for the season

Grard Nus, 35, took over the mantle at
NorthEast United in August. NEFC/Twitter

single shot on target showed how disci-
plined NorthEast were and the precision
with which they executed Nus’s game-plan.

Incredibly, Nus is younger than the
player who scripted an improbable come-
back over the weekend for FC Goa.

Igor Angulo’s goal-scoring reputation
precedes him. He came to India after scor-
ing nearly a hundred goals in the last four

years in Poland’s top division. But the
Spaniard had to fill the big void left at FC
Goa with the departure of Ferran
Corominas, one of the finest strikers to have
played in India.

Angulo, 36, showed his class in the space
of three second-half minutes against
Bengaluru FC in the battle of the two title
contenders. His goals in the 66th minute -
a neat left-footed shot across the goal to
beat Gurpreet Singh Sandhu - and the 69th
minute - using his chest to score from a
close-range - salvaged an otherwise aver-
age evening for Goa.

Given that almost one-third of the for-
eign players and seven out of 11 managers
in the ISL this season are from Spain, it is
hardly surprising that they had the biggest
impact in the opening round.

And if first impressions are anything to
go by, then a 35-year-old manager and a
36-year-old player will be the ones to
watch out for this season.

ROUND 2 FIXTURES: Nov 25: FC Goa vs
Mumbai City; Nov 26: Kerala Blasters vs
NorthEast United; Nov 27: SCEast Bengal vs
ATK Mohun Bagan; Nov 28: Bengaluru vs
Hyderabad; Nov 29: Jamshedpur vs Odisha

lofted hit to settle the issue. Even then, the fi-
nal delivery was a magnificent rarity: a tossed-
up loopy one, just that the left-hander was
brave enough to charge out.

The ‘wider’ one

Batsmen hesitate in rushing out to Chahal
after they see others try it out disastrously. Like
what happened to Wriddhiman Saha this IPL.
He often uses his feet but it’s not easy against
Chahal as he can drift it further away from the
off-stump. Sunil Gavaskar, on air, let outa deep-
rooted appreciative cry of “beauty” when re-
playsrevealed the sensuous leg-break had rap-
idly dipped and turned after drifting away,
beating Saha’s expansive ambitions.

That outside-off line continues to be
Chahal’s mostrecognised feature. He has even
named it a ‘wider’. He doesn’t merely push it
wide as some spinners have done in the past;
he drifts it away. A significant difference and
the reason why batsmen fail to nail it.

Usually, the drift thataright-handeris used
toisthe one that comesin the air towards him,
sometimes alarmingly drifting further down,
opening him up and then suddenly turning
sharply across him. This one is different. Right
from the moment of its release, it’s going the
other way but because of the drift (as opposed
to being thrown out wide) the batsmen seem
to think they can reach it before it gets too far
away from them. A fatal mistake.

Good batsmen end up being lured in. Like
Sanju Samson this IPL. Just a little more con-
tortion at the release, a slight opening up per-
haps, but otherwise there was no real give-
away. The cocked wrist uncoiled to the left, to
the off-side, at release (rather than to the right
or straight down) and the ball drifted away
with furious revolutions. Samson started toad-
just his downward bat swing, the ball kept
drifting away, upsetting the timing and the
point of impact on the bat, and slicing out as a
miscued hit.

MS Dhoni wasalso similarly taken out. The
drift makes the batsman wait that bit longer,
a tough demand especially on the front foot
as they start to stutter into tiny movements
to balance themselves as the wait for the ball
stretches. So, Dhoni took the other approach,
in total contrast to Samson, to hit a similar
ball. He chose to go down on his back knee to
hold balance even as he reached out. But the
drift isn’'t an easy beast to tame. In the end,

Thapa, Brandon shine

Amidst the focus on the much-im-
proved foreign signings across all
teams, it is easy for an Indian player to
go missing. But 22-year-old Anirudh
Thapa reminded everyone why he is
tipped to be one of the flag bearers of
Indian football in the days to come.

Thapa, who has been one of the
consistent performers for the last cou-
ple of seasons, became the first Indian
goal scorer of the season - a stat that
matters even now because the Indian
players don’t routinely find the back of
the net. Thapa looked sharp in
Chennaiyin’s 2-1 win over Jamshedpur
on Tuesday, and scored after only 47
seconds - a low, right-footed drive
from justinside the box to find the bot-
tom right corner.

Thapa'’s India teammate Brandon
Fernandes was another Indian player
who impressed. The FC Goa midfielder
did not start the match for FC Goa due
to a niggle he carried coming into the
season, but his introduction against
Bengaluru in the 57th minute turned
out to be game-changing as he initiated
the moves that led to both Goa goals

MIHIR VASAVDA

Dhoni was forced to lunge out a lot more than
he had bargained forand couldn’t get enough
behind the hit, holing out to long-off.
It'saball Chahal typically uses against big
hitters, drags them away from their hitting
positions, away from their comfort zones.

The orthodox line

He pings the leg- and middle-stump line
to batsmen not that good against leg-spin.
“Those who have doubts in them, na, he uses
thatline,” observes Hirwani. Doubts leads to
stuttering steps as they gingerly open up and
prod at it unsure of the extent of venomin the
ball. In his six-for at MCG in January 2019,
couple of Australians are swallowed up thus:
Marcus Stoinis embarrassed and Jhye
Richardson owned.

“Woh Handscomb ka wicket dekha?”
Chahal asks. Of the six, he cherished that one.
It's the moment Peter Handscomb, past his
fifty and considered good against spin, ended
up on a banana peel, stuttering and slipping
as the ball skidded rapidly to trap him Ibw.

It drifted in from well outside off-stump
and swerved in towards middle. “I have al-
ways had that drift, that's key for me,” Chahal
says. Handscomb just about leaned forward
when the drift made him stop and the left foot
started to stutter out as he tried to hold bal-
ance. He did it reasonably well but the sub-
sequent speed of the skidding ball that
straightened was too much for him.

Or the time Chahal stumped Sam
Billings, another batsman with a good rep-
utation against spin, in 2018. It was a classic
humiliator: big drift, sharp dip, and rapid
turn. Billings was stranded way down the
track, done in the air, desperately waving his
bat across the line.

Off the field, Chahal is the kind of man
who makes the accompanying photographer
ask him to hop on to a suitcase placed on a
dressing-table mirror and sit cross-legged af-
ter an interview. Without either an inhibit-
ing self-consciousness or flagrant showman-
ship, Chahal wordlessly hopped on it and
smiled. There is a level of maturity that only
those capable of childishness can reach, critic
Clive James wrote, and Chahal’s Instagram
moods reveal enough impishness while his
bowling art showcases thatincreasing matu-
rity. His time has come in Tests. Are the selec-
tors tuned in?

by our players during the 1992 World Cup,”
BCCl treasurer Arun Dhumal said.

Short-lived affair

The tryst with the 1992 kit for the current
players won't be long term as the new spon-
sors will eventually come up with their own
design, the BCCl official said. “As a new spon-
sor (MPL Sports), they will eventually have
to come with a design of their own. They will
have to use their own technology (for creat-
ing fabric),” Dhumal added.

The Indian team finished seventh in the
round-robin stage winning just two games.
More is remembered for riling up Pakistan’s
Javed Miandad with his appeals from behind
the wicket, which saw the batsman jump up
and down to mock him.

The below-par finish of the team does
not take away any emotion attached to the
jersey for More. “Other than the jersey, [ even
have the sweater,” More said. “It is very pre-
cious to me.”

— BRIEFLY ——

NFL makes history
withall-Black

officiating crew

Tampa(US) : An all-Black officiating
crew worked an NFL game for the first
time in league history when the Los
Angeles Rams faced the Tampa Bay
Buccaneers. Referee Jerome Boger led
the crew, which also included umpire
Barry Anderson, down judge Julian
Mapp, line judge Carl Johnson, side
judge Dale Shaw, field judge Anthony
Jeffries and back judge Greg Steed.
When the NFL announced the crew
was being assembled last week, league
executive vice president of football op-
erations Troy Vincent hailed the move
a“atestament to the countless and im-
measurable contributions of Black of-
ficials to the game, their exemplary per-
formance, and to the power of inclusion
thatis the hallmark of this great game.”

EPL:Fanstoreturn
from next week

London: Supporters are set to return to
English Premier League games next
week for the first time since March.
British Prime Minister Boris Johnson is
allowingareturn of spectators to sports
stadiums as part of an easing of coron-
avirus restrictions when the national
lockdown ends on December 2. Amax-
imum of 4,000 fans will initially be al-
lowed intovenuesin the areas with the
lowest COVID-19infectionrates and up
t02,000in the areas placed in the next
tier of restrictions. The highest-risk ar-
easstillwon'tbe allowed fans. Plans for
thereturn of spectators in October were
put on hold due to a spike in coron-
avirus cases.

Griezmanndenies
rift with Messi

London: Barcelona forward Antoine
Griezmann has dismissed talk of a rift
with team mate Messi and said he had
nothing to do with recent comments
about the Argentine forward from his
former agent and his uncle. Earlier,
Griezmann's former agent Eric Olhats
said Messi'’s “reign of terror” had made
life difficult for Griezmann, while the
French forward’s uncle said it was not
easy to play in the same club as the six-
time Ballond’Or winner. AGENCIES

BCCI asks CA to relax
quarantine for Rohit, Ishant

SHAMIK CHAKRABARTY
KOLKATA,NOVEMBER 24

ROHIT SHARMA and Ishant Sharma could play
apartin the Test series in Australia as the BCCI
is now in talks with Cricket Australia (CA) as
regards to arelaxation in the quarantine rules
for the players. According to a BCCI official, if
the rules are relaxed, then Rohit and Ishant
might reach Australia in time to be available
for India’s second and final tour game, against
Australia 'A' in Sydney from December 11 to
13.As per the Australian government’s general
Covid protocol, a 14-day quarantine period is
necessary upon reaching Australia.

“BCCl s in talks with CA, which in turn is
negotiating with the Australian government
about arelaxation in the quarantine rules (for
the two players). If the rules are relaxed, then
both Rohit and Ishant could be available for the
(second) tour game,” a BCCI official told The
Indian Express.

Although the Australian government man-
dates a 14-day quarantine period for incom-
ing travellers, there’s a provision for exemp-
tionwhichislisted in the ‘exemption category’.
The Australian government’s health advisory,
as put out on the government website, says:

“The Australian Health Protection Principal
Committee (AHPPC) recognises some other
travellers should be exempt from quarantine
requirements as long as they take steps to mit-
igate risk. These travellers must apply for a
quarantine exemption in line with state and
territory requirements.”

The BCCI and CA understandably are try-
ing to take the ‘exemption’ route for Rohitand
Ishant, as the Australian cricket body negoti-
ates with the Australian government. During
the Indian Premier League (IPL) also, the BCCI
successfully negotiated with the government
authorities in Abu Dhabi to relax the quaran-
tine period for the English and Australian crick-
eters who went to United Arab Emirates (UAE)
after playing a limited-overs series in England.

Rohit had suffered a hamstring injury dur-
ing the IPL, while aribcage injury ruled Ishant
out of the tournament.

Both are doing their rehab at the National
Cricket Academy (NCA) at the moment. The
BCCImedical teamis assessing the players and
itislearnt that as of now, Rohit’s fitness level is
“70 per cent”.

On Sunday, the Indian team head coach
Ravi Shastri had spoken about how it was im-
portant for the two players to fly out to
Australiain the next “three to four days”.
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