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The lockdown to contain the coronavirus outbreak has

disrupted supply chains. One crucial chain is delivery of
information and insight — news and analysis that is fair and
accurate and reliably reported from across a
nation in quarantine.

Avoice you can trust amid the clanging of alarm bells.
Vajiram & Ravi and The Indian Express are proud to deliver the

electronic version of this morning’s edition of The Indian Express
to your Inbox. You may follow The Indian Express’s news and

analysis through the day on
indianexpress.com
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Under fire, facing
heat within, Kerala

govt holds back
social media law

MANOJCG

& SHAJU PHILIP

NEW DELHI,
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
NOVEMBER 23

FACING A hailstorm of criticism
from across the political spec-
trum, including the ruling CPM
and its LDF alliance, the Kerala
government Monday said it will
“not go ahead with implement-
ing” the controversial amend-
ment to the Kerala Police Act to
mandate a jail term for any “of-
fensive” social media post.
Taking a U-turn within 24
hours of claiming that the law
would not be used against “free
speech” or “impartial journalism”,
Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan
said: “The amendment evoked
varied responses from several cor-
ners. Apprehensions were aired
by those who support the LDFand
profess to defend democracy. In
these circumstances, the govern-
ment will not go ahead with im-
plementing the amendment.”
Vijayan said that “a detailed
discussion” will be held in the
Assembly on the ordinance and
“future course of action will be
decided after duly considering
opinions from all quarters”.

Will discuss
in Assembly:
CM Vijayan
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The Congress and BJP had
slammed the LDF for the “harsh
and draconian” move to “gag the
media”. The move had also led
to unease within the CPM's cen-
tral leadership, and ally CPI had
expressed concern.

On Monday, sources told The
Indian Express, CPM general

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

PROBE INTO ROSHNI LAND SCAM
Former ministers, officers in list of

illegal land d

BACK ON TRACK
In Ludhiana on Monday. The Railways resumed services in Punjab nearly two months after

farmers in the state began a blockade to protest against the new farm laws. The Centre has
called farmers’ representatives for another meeting on December 3. GurmeetSingh REPORTS,P7

Bank licences for corporates: RBI
group ignored advice of experts

Rajan, Acharya note that most said no, warn of ‘disaster’

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
MUMBAI,NOVEMBER 23

IN ITS proposal recommending
entry of business houses into the
banking sector, the Reserve Bank
of India’s Internal Working
Group (IWG)ignored the advice
of financial experts it consulted.

On Monday, former Reserve
Bank Governor Raghuram Rajan

eal beneficiaries in J&K

and ex-Deputy Governor Viral
Acharya criticised the proposal,
saying that all the experts con-
sulted by the IWG except one
“were of the opinion that large
corporate/ industrial houses
should not be allowed to promote
a bank”. “Yet it recommends
change,” they said, in a note
posted on Rajan’s Linkedin site.
The twosaid that the proposal
toletindustrial houses into bank-

ing will lead to “connected lend-
ing” which, according to them, is
"invariably disastrous" and would
further “exacerbate the concentra-
tion of economic (and political)
power in certain business houses”.
The IWG, which released its
report last week, admitted that
“all the experts except one were
of the opinion that large corpo-
rate/ industrial houses should
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

SIT probe into ‘love jihad’
rules out conspiracy
angle, outside funding

COVID-19 VACCINE HUNT IN HOME STRETCH

Oxford vaccine ‘highly
effective’; Punelab
says in India very soon

Will seek special
emergency
marketing
authorisationin
45 days: Serum
Institute founder
ANURADHA
MASCARENHAS

& KAUNAIN SHERIFFM
PUNE,NEW DELHI,NOV 23

OXFORD-ASTRAZENECA on
Monday announced that interim
trial data from the crucial phase 3
trials have shown that its Covid-
19 vaccine candidate is 70.4 per
cent effective, indicating a high
level of protection against novel
coronavirus infection.

In  Pune, Dr Cyrus
Poonawalla, founder of the
Serum Institute of India (SII),
which is testing and manufac-
turing the candidate under li-
cence, said the vaccine would be
available in India “very soon”.

“Avaccine against the coron-
avirus disease will be available
very soon in our country. We are
going to ask for special emer-
gency marketing authorisationin

45 days fromtoday,” the 79-year-

old chairman of the Poonawalla
Group told The Indian Express.
Scientists at the University of
Oxford and the British-Swedish
pharma giant AstraZeneca made
three important announcements

4

The Serum Institute of India, which is conducting the trials
in India, in Pune on Monday. Arul Horizon

1 crore health workers to
get first dose; PM to hold
meeting with CMs today

KAUNAIN SHERIFFM
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 23

AHEAD OF a crucial meeting on
vaccine administration that
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
will hold Tuesday morning with
Chief Ministers, top government
sources told The Indian Express
that one crore frontline health-
care workers have been identi-
fied to receive the first dose of
whichever vaccine is available
against the novel coronavirus in-
fection early next year.

ForIndia,
special
@ promise

EXPLAINED

THE TRIAL results of the
Oxford-AstraZeneca can-
didate hold special
promise for India. Not
only is the vaccine based
on a proven technology,
itis being manufactured
inIndia, and is likely to be
abundantly available to
the mass of Indians ata
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he was the voice
of Assam in Delhi

Suffered post-Covid complications
after testing positive in August

TARUN GOGOI
1936-2020
PAGE 1 and was on non-invasive ventila-
tion since November 2 and inva-

ANCHOR

ABHISHEK SAHA
GUWAHATI,NOVEMBER 23

TARUN GOGO], former Union
MoS, three-time chief minister
of Assam, six-time Congress MP,
and one of the Northeast's most
prominent political leaders, died
Monday of post-Covid health
complications. He was 84.
“Heleft thisworld at5.34 pm,”
announced Assam’s Health
Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma
outside the Guwahati Medical
College and Hospital, where Gogoi
had been undergoing treatment
after testing positive on August 26.
Gogoi was administered
plasma therapy when his condi-
tion worsened, and he wentonto
test negative. But he continued to
suffer from health complications,

sive ventilation from Saturday.

A lawyer by education and
training, Gogoi, who wasbornin
April 1936 in Jorhat district of
eastern Assam, was elected for
the first time to the Lok Sabha in
1971. In the 1990s, he served as
Union Minister of State. In 2016,
inwhat turned out to be his final
election, he was elected as MLA
from Titabor.

“Tarun Gogoi was a colossal
politician not only for Assam and
the Northeast but also the whole
country. From 1971, he became
the voice of Assam in Delhi," said
Wasbir Hussain, author of
Gogoi’s authorised biography
Tarun Gogoi: The Inside Story of a
Blunt Politician.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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ARRANGED: THE ASSAMESE SHORT FILM IS A DISARMING TAKE ON SECOND CHANCES

AND HOPE

The 22-minute film is a disarming illustration of a 4 5-year-old introvert learning the ropes to be familiar with
his partner in the absence of privacy, evoking the grammar of a high-school romance

TECH

PHOTOS

THE RISE OF
ASSISTIVE DEVICES

How technology
is helping people
with special needs

LONGEST SERVING
CM OF ASSAMDIES

Remembering Tarun
Gogoi: His rare pics
from Express archives

EXPRESS

The first official
assessment of the
fallout of the pandemic

NEW EPISODE EVERYDAY

Today on the 3 Things podcast, we talk
about the details of the report that has
assessed the response of the government
to contain the COVID-19 pandemic

FROMPAGE ONE

First dose

the expert group on vaccine ad-
ministration, said they have
“moved into an advance stage” of
building a database for the first pri-
ority group — “frontline healthcare
workers” — who will receive the
first dose during the immunisa-
tiondrive, ifand whena particular
vaccine is cleared by the Indian
regulator for commercial use.

“We have received a substan-
tial response from the states.
Ninety two per cent of all govern-
ment hospitals across all states
have provided data. Around 56
per cent of private-sector hospi-
tals have provided data. We are
atanadvanced stage,” a top gov-
ernment source said.

“What has emerged is that
the entire group (of frontline
health care workers) is approx-
imate around 1 crore,” the
source said.

The creation of adatabase on
healthcare and frontline work-
ers —aprocess thatisnowin the
final stages — comes ahead of PM
Modi's detailed engagement
with Chief Ministers on vaccine
administration on Tuesday
morning. Dr V K Paul, member,
NITI Aayog, and Rajesh Bhushan,
Union Health Secretary, both of
whom co-chair the expert group,
are expected to make a detailed
presentation in the meeting, sen-
ior officials confirmed.

The backend preparation for
the largest immunisation drive
also comes at a time when the
Centre expects to receive and
utilise 400-500 million doses
and cover approximately 20-25
crore people by July 2021.

Laying out the distribution se-
quence for Covid vaccines that are
expected to be available in India,
Union Health Minister Dr Harsh
Vardhan had in October said the
first priority would be for those
facing occupational hazards from
the virus and exposure risk, indi-
cating that healthcare profession-
als at the frontline would be
among the early recipients.

Sources said state govern-
ments have also provided “gran-
ular” details on frontline health-
care workers under different
categories, including “allopathic
doctors, AYUSH doctors; nurses
deployed in hospitals, ASHA

(Accredited Social Health
Activists) workers and ANMs
(Auxiliary Nurse Midwifery)”.
“However, within the main
group, there is no further priority.
Once we startimmunising front-
line healthcare workers, will doit
for the entire 1 crore people,
from start to finish,” a source said.
Students of medicine and
nursing students and faculty
members will also be involved in
the training and implementation
of theimmunisation programme.

Bank licences

not be allowed to promote a
bank”. The experts consulted by
the IWG included Bahram Vakil
(Partner, AZB & Partners), Abizer
Diwanji (Partner, EY India),
Sanjay Nayar (CEO, KKR India),
Uday Kotak (MD & CEO, Kotak
Mahindra Bank), Chandra
Shekhar Ghosh (MD & CEO,
Bandhan Bank), and P N
Vasudevan (MD & CEO, Equitas
Small Finance Bank).

The IWG also consulted ex-
perts like former Deputy
Governors Shyamala Gopinath,
Usha Thorat, Anand Sinha and N
SVishwanathan “for sharing their
deep insights with the group”.

In an annexure to its pro-
posal, the IWG, headed by P K
Mohanty, noted the objections
raised by experts, including that
abusiness house's non-financial
activity may spill over to its
bank. “The corporate houses
may either provide undue credit
to their own businesses or may
favour lending to their close
business associates. They may
influence lending by the bank, to
finance the supply and distribu-
tion chains and customers of the
group’s non-financial busi-
nesses, thereby creating unre-
ported risk to the bank,” it said.

The annexure noted that
with the prevailing governance
culture in corporate houses not
up to standard, "it will be diffi-
cult toring fence the non-finan-
cial activities of the promoters
with that of the bank".

The note added, “There are
various ways of circumventing
the regulations on connected
lending and due to complex
structures of entities, cross hold-
ing of capital, the disbursal/di-
version of funds to group con-

vaccine candidate, AZD1222:
first, two different dosing regi-
mens had demonstrated effi-
cacy, with one showing a better
profile; second, the candidate
met the primary efficacy end-
point in preventing infection;
third, no hospitalisations or se-
vere cases of Covid-19 were re-
ported in participants who were
given the vaccine candidate.
“An independent Data
Safety Monitoring Board deter-
mined that the analysis met its
primary endpoint showing pro-
tection from Covid-19 occurring
14 days or more after receiving
two doses of the vaccine. No se-
rious safety eventsrelated to the
vaccine have been confirmed.
AZD1222 was well tolerated
across both dosing regimens,”
AstraZeneca said in a release.
The interim analysis, which
included 131 Covid-19 pa-
tients, indicates that one dos-
ing regimen showed a 90 per
cent efficacy when the vaccine
was given as a half dose fol-
lowed by a full dose at least one

month apart; another regimen
showed 62 per cent efficacy
when given as two full doses at
least one month apart.

“The combined analysis
from both dosing regimens re-
sulted in an average efficacy of
70 per cent. All results were sta-
tistically significant. More data
will continue to accumulate
and additional analysis will be
conducted, refining the efficacy
reading and establishing the
duration of protection,” the re-
lease said.

The pooled analysis in-
cluded data from the phase 2/3
trial in the United Kingdom,
and phase 3 trial in Brazil. Over
23,000 participants are being
assessed following two doses
of either a half-dose/full-dose
regimen or a regimen of two
full doses of AZD1222 or a
comparator (MenACWY).

Oxford University said it
will now support AstraZeneca
in submitting both the interim
phase 3 efficacy data and the
extensive safety datato all reg-

Pune lab says vaccine in India very soon

ulators “across the world, in-
cluding in the UK, Europe and
Brazil for independent scrutiny
and product approval, includ-
ing for emergency use”. Also,
the release said, “the company
will seek an Emergency Use
Listing from the World Health
Organisation for an accelerated
pathway to vaccine availability
in low-income countries.”
Poonawalla told The Indian
Express that “Forty million
doses (of the vaccine candi-
date) have already been pro-
duced and definitely we
should be able to produce an-
other 60 million doses in a
minimum of 45 to 60 days.”
Following the announce-
ment of the trial results by
Oxford, SII CEO Adar
Poonawalla tweeted that he
was “delighted to hear that
Covishield — a low cost, logis-
tically manageable and soon to
be widely available Covid-19
vaccine, will offer protection
upto 90 per cent in one type of
dosage regime and 62 per cent

in the other dosage regime”.

Covishield is the name for
the AZD1222 candidate in
India. SII, which was founded
by Poonawalla in 1966 and
which is now the world's
largest vaccine maker by doses,
has multiple Covid-19 vaccine
partnerships, and is carrying
out the Indian trials of the
Oxford-AstraZeneca candidate.

Emergency authorisation for
the vaccine by the Indianregula-
torwill be the first stepinensur-
ing its administration based on
apriority list, starting with front-
line healthcare workers.

SII scientists are, in fact,
hopeful of being able toroll out
the vaccine before the year is
out. Poonawalla said: “We hope
the government will give the
go-ahead for vaccinating per-
sons at highest risk - doctors,
nurses,and healthcare workers
at hospitals.” In anticipation of
receiving regulatory clearance,
100 million doses will be ready
through special licensure in
one and a half months, he said.
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CANCELLATION OF TRAINS DUE TO MEGA TRAFFIC-CUM-POWER BLOCKS

In order to upgrade the existing rail infrastructure and to enhance the passengers
Moradabad Division of Northern Railway will
Foot Over Bridges (FOB) at Aithal, Rishikesh, Haridwar & Motichur stations and a
Limited Height Subway (LHS) at Lavel Crossing No. 16 at Jwalapur Yard. Further,
Division will also undertake the work of launching of Girders on Road Over Bridge
(ROB) between Motichur & Raiwala Stations. To execute these works, the Moradabad
Division will take Mega Traffic-Cum-Power Blocks on different dates upto 27.11.2020.
Consequently, the following trains will remain cancelled on dates shown against each :-

CANCELLATION OF TRAINS

Centre for develpment of Advanced
Computing (C-DAC) is a premier R&D
of

of the Ministry

Electronics & Information Teechnology

R&D in

Note:

Cross Rd. No. 9, Juhu,

davp 06138/11/0003/2021

& Train Name
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cerns is difficult to check... It is
difficult to prevent influence of
corporate houses on the Board
in such banks. Assessing ‘fit and
proper’ status of the promoters
and its large number of group
entities is very difficult.”

In their note, Rajan and
Acharya said, “Evenif banking li-
censes are allotted fairly, it will
give undue advantage to large
business houses that already
have the initial capital that has to
be put up. Moreover, highly in-
debted and politically connected
business houses will have the
greatest incentive and ability to
push for licenses... That will in-
crease the importance of money
power yet more in our politics,
and make us more likely to suc-
cumb to authoritarian cronyism."

Rajan and Acharya said, “The
rationales for not allowing indus-
trial houses into banking are then
primarily two. First, industrial
houses need financing, and they
cangetiteasily, with noquestions
asked, if they have an in-house
bank. The history of such con-
nected lending is invariably dis-
astrous — how can the bank make
good loans when it is owned by
the borrower?” The second rea-
son to prohibit corporate entry
into banking was further concen-
tration of power in certain busi-
ness houses, they said.

They noted that even an in-
dependent regulator finds it dif-
ficultto check poorlending. “Can
the regulator not discriminate
between 'fit and proper’ busi-
nesses and shady ones? It can,
but it has to be truly independ-
ent, with a thoroughly apolitical

launch

Date of Cancellation
(from Originating Station)

02017/02018 New Delhi-Dehradun-New Delhi Shatabdi Express

23,24 & 27.11.2020

02091/02092 Kathgodam-Dehradun-Kathgodam Jan Shatabdi Exp

24 & 27.11.2020

04887/04888 Barmer-Rishikesh-Barmer Special

23,24 & 27.11.2020

04113 Prayagraj Jn. - Dehradun Special

23.11.2020

04114 Dehradun-Prayagraj Jn. Special

24.11.2020

Security Helpline No.

2621/2020

Integrated Helpline No. 139

Please join us on [ 3| §

182 and

Note: For any kind of Information passengers are requested to contact Railway
Enquiry No. 139 or visit Indian Railways website www.enquiry.indianrail.gov.in.

Public Relations -Northern Railway

board. Whether these conditions
will always pertain is debatable.
Moreover, once the banklicense
is given, the licensee’s tempta-
tion will be to misuse it because
of self-lending opportunities.”

Three-time CM

“He was handpicked by
Indira Gandhi, and when the
Congress split in 1969 he sided
with Mrs Gandhi. If you go
through his early speeches as a
young Congress MP, he power-
fully articulated Assam’s issues
in Parliament. He was so protec-
tive of Assam’s interests that he
sometimes ended up defying
the party line,” said Hussain.

In 15 years of Gogoi’s rule,
Assam left behind decades of tur-
moil, according to political com-
mentator Sushanta Talukdar.
“Gogoi believed that peace and
development should go together.
During his tenure as CM, peace
returned to Assam. Moreover, the
state made considerable progress
ineducationand health,” he said.

Gogoi led the Congress to
victory in Assam thrice, over-
coming several challenges. “He
was vested with the responsibil-
ity tolead the Congress in Assam
at a time when the party was at
its weakest. This was in 1996. No
one was willing to even rent out
premises to the Congress. But
Tarun Gogoi did it, leading the
party to victory at the 2001
Assembly polls. And yes, he
went on to remain Chief
Minister for 15 years in a row,
winning the next two state elec-
tions as well,” said Hussain.

It was under Gogoi's watch
that work on preparing Assam'’s
National Register of Citizens
(NRC) started with a pilot proj-
ect in 2010, which got aborted.
In 2012, Gogoi's government
published the “White Paper on
Foreigners Issue”, a report onil-
legal migration in the state and
steps taken against it. In 2013, a
full-fledged NRC exercise was
started on the directions of the
Supreme Court.

Following his government's
ouster, Gogoi, who was a golfen-
thusiast, remained active in pub-
liclife, holding press conferences
and attending an all-party meet
this year to map out post-Covid
challenges for the state.

In December 2019, after a
gap of more than three decades,
Gogoi appeared before the
Supreme Courtas alawyer to as-
sist Congress leader P
Chidambaram in representing
petitions challenging the
Constitutional validity of the
Citizenship Amendment Act.

On Monday, BJP leader
Sarma's presence at the hospital
during Gogoi's final moments
captured the relationship be-

tween the two. When he was in
the Congress, Sarma was a sen-
ior Minister in Gogoi's Cabinet,
and looked upon his senior col-
league as a mentor.

But both were engaged in a
fierce political war of wordsinthe
last few months over the
Congress’s alliance with Badr-
uddin Ajmal’s AIUDF for the state
elections next year. In August,
Sarmasaid: “Athis age, instead of
seeking Ram and Krishna, Tarun
Gogoi is searching for Ajmal.”

And yet, Sarma was person-
ally involved in overseeing
Gogoi's treatment over the past
few months, visiting the hospital
on multiple occasions. Gogoi left
behind wife Dolly, daughter
Chandrima, and son Gaurav,
who is a Congress MP.

Kerala law

secretary Sitaram Yechury held a
virtual meeting with the party's
politburo members from Kerala
during which it was “clearly con-
veyed” that the ordinance
should be “reconsidered”.

Yechury later said: “Keeping
inview the widespread criticism
and also the party’s position ear-
lier, the Kerala Police Act
Amendment ordinance will be
reconsidered.” The decision was
officially announced by Vijayan
after the CPM state secretariat
met to take stock of the situation.

According to sources, leaders
in the CPM's central leadership
had flagged their concerns last
month, soon after the Kerala
Cabinet cleared the ordinance to
incorporate a new Section
118(A) in the Act.

The amendment mandates
punishment for any person who
creates or sends any information
thatis offensive oris intended to
offend or threaten another per-
son, through any means of com-
munication, withimprisonment
of five years or a fine of Rs 10,000
or both.

Sources said that when the
CPM politburo and central com-
mittee met in Delhi October-
end, Vijayan was “receptive” to
suggestions that there should be
a relook. “The issue would not
have blown up had a public
statement beenissued in Kerala
then that suggestions and opin-
ions from various quarters
would be considered before im-
plementing the amendment,” a
politburo member said.

Another party leader, how-
ever, said there was no detailed
discussion at the central level on
the ordinance. But he pointed
out that the politburo’s “strong”
statement on November 12 op-
posing the Centre's notification
bringing digital media within
the ambit of the I&B Ministry
was “an indication to the Kerala

leadership”.

On October 21, the Kerala
Cabinet decided to amend the
police Act and incorporate sec-
tion 118(A) to curb social media
abuse and cybercrime.
Subsequently, concerns were
raised in several quarters, in-
cluding by the CPI, but the state
CPM did not budge. While the
Congress slammed the move,
the BJP complained to the
Governor against the ordinance.

On Friday, Governor Arif
Mohammad Khan approved the
ordinance, incorporating the
new section, but reduced the
maximum imprisonment to
three years.

CPM's acting state secretary
and LDF convener A
Vijayaraghavan said the govern-
mentand party will examine the
concerns. “As a party thatalways
stands for the fundamental
rights of people, the CPM and its
government will ensure that no
harm is done to the good model
it has presented before society.
It is the right decision from the
Chief Minister,” he said.

However, Leader of
Opposition in the Assembly,
Congress's Ramesh Chennithala,
accused the state government of
trying to “hoodwink” people.
“Once an ordinance is signed by
the Governor, it becomes law.
The decision that the ordinance
will not be implemented is
meant to hoodwink the people.
There is no Constitutional valid-
ity for theamended Act. The gov-
ernment should withdraw the
amended Act,” Chennithala said.

‘Love jihad’ rules

the state, primarily aimed at al-
leged cases of 'love jihad'.

The SIT was formed by
Inspector General (Kanpur
Range) Mohit Agarwal after
members of right-wing Hindu
organisations, including the
VHP, met him and alleged a con-
spiracy in which Muslim youths
were luring Hindu girls into
marriage in a bid to convert
them. They also claimed that the
youths, who are being funded
from abroad, had hid theiriden-
tities from the girls.

The SIT, headed by Deputy
Superintendent of Police Vikas
Pandey, submitted its report to
Agarwal on Monday after prob-
ing 14 cases lodged in police sta-
tions across Kanpur district over
the last two years involving
Hindu girls and Muslim men.

Confirming that the SIT sub-
mitted its report to him on
Monday, Agarwal told The Indian
Express that of the 14 cases, the SIT
found that police had taken action
against the accused in 11 cases
under Sections 363 (punishment
for kidnapping), 366 (kidnapping,
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abducting or inducing woman to
compel her marriage, etc) and
other charges. In eight cases, it
was established that the victims
(the girls) were minors.

In three of the 14 cases, the
SIT found that police had filed
closure reports after the Hindu
women, all above 18 years, had
given statements in favour of the
accused, stating either that they
had married Muslim men or
been with them of their own
free will, said Agarwal.

Of the 11 cases in which ac-
tion was taken against the ac-
cused men, the SIT found thatin
three cases, the youths had al-
legedly used false identities, in-
cluding preparing fake docu-
ments, to impress the girls. In
these three cases, police have
added charges of fraud against
the accused, said the IG.

While probing the 'conspiracy’'
angle in these 11 cases, the SIT
found thatonly four of the Muslim
youths, against whom cases were
lodged, were knowntoeach other.
But that, the SIT found, was be-
cause they lived in the samelocal-
ity — Juhi colony in Kanpur.

"The conspiracy part could not
be established. The inquiry team
alsodid not find any organisation
tobe behind the youths (accused).
Also, they were not being funded
from abroad," said Agarwal.

Illegal land deal

Kashmir High Court, also names
former Congress minister and
ex-Doda MLA Abdul Majid Wani
and former chairman of J&K
Bank M Y Khan. The court had
directed the names to be put in
the public domain, and more are
expected to come out.

Last month, the High Court
ordered a CBI probe into the al-
location of land under the
Jammu and Kashmir State Lands
(Vesting of Ownership to the
Occupants) Act 2001— com-
monly known as the Roshni Act.
The CBI has registered multiple
FIRs in the matter. The courtalso
asked for a list of beneficiaries.

In its order, the High Court
mentioned names of former
revenue minister and senior
Congress leader Raman Bhalla,
apart from some businessmen.
The latest status report submit-
ted by the Jammu Divisional
Commissioner and Chief
Conservator of Forests to the
court in the case names an edu-
cational trust run by former BJP
minister and ex-MLA from
Kalakote Abdul Gani Kohli.

Sources said hundreds of
acres of forest and state land was
illegally transferred to influential
politicians, businessmen, bureau-
cratsand judicial functionaries all
over J&K under the Act, with the
quantum of the alleged scam
pegged atover Rs 25,000 crore.

Othersin the listinclude ho-
telier Mishtaq Ahmed Chaya, re-
tired IAS officer (chief secretary
rank) Mohd Shafi Pandit and his
wife Nighat, former NC leader
and Advocate General Aslam
Goni and several government
officials and former legislators.

Drabu, the former J&K fi-
nance minister, said in 1956, his
grandfather had purchased 4
kanals (0.5 acres) "from a judge
of the High Court". "He paid the
stamp duty and other fees to the
government. We have all the
documents. When my grandfa-
ther passed away;, it went to my
father. In 2006 or 2007-8 — I
don’t remember exactly — the
government offered a scheme to
convert leasehold into freehold
at a fixed premium. After 2012
or 13, my father did the family
settlement. Out of the 4 kanals
of land, I got 1 kanal (0.125
acres), my brother, mother and
cousin also got a kanal of land
each. So what do I say, where is
the scam? Itis all rubbish. At that
time (the Roshni scheme), I was
noteven inany government po-
sition."

Ex-minister Abdul Majid
Wani, named in the list, denied
having encroached any land, or
got any regularised under the

Roshni Act. “With the grace of
the Almighty, I have not commit-
ted suchillegal things. However,
[ lawfully purchased a piece of
land at Nowabad, Sunjwan
(Jammu), in 1994." While the
phone of NC leader and former
Kishtwar MLA Kichloo was
switched off;, a call to party col-
league's Goni's number reached
a message saying the incoming
facility was not available.

The Roshni Act proposed
that ownership rights be given
to persons holding state land
unauthorisedly till the cut-off
year of 1990, on payment equiv-
alent to the market rate prevail-
ing that year, as “eviction of
these lands is very difficult”. In
2005, the PDP government led
by Mufti Mohammed Sayeed re-
laxed the cut-off year to 2004,
which was further moved to
2007 under the Congress gov-
ernment led by Ghulam Nabi
Azad (the Congress and PDP
were in alliance at the time).

The objective of the Act was
toraise resources for hydro-elec-
tric projects. While the govern-
ment expected to realise over Rs
25,000 crore as regularisation
fees,a2014 CAG report noted that
onlyRs 76 crore had beenrealised
from the transfer of encroached
land between 2007 and 2013.

Investigations have revealed
irregularities such as underval-
uation of land, vesting of own-
ership without any payment,
and regularisation of prohibited
encroachments such as those on
forest lands. In 2007, sources
said, there were instances of
agricultural land being given
away literally free, and urban
land being transferred at huge
discounts. Rules were framed to
allow change of use of agricul-
tural and forest lands to com-
mercial, sources said.

NC leader Mohammad
Sayeed Akhoon, whose name is
in the list prepared by the gov-
ernment of beneficiaries, said, "I
have only a plot of land in
Jammu. [ purchased it from a
resident in 1993-94 when I left
the Valley following militancy. It
was thenadeserted area. When
the Roshni scheme was an-
nounced, I paid the price fixed
by the government."

Retired IAS officer
Mohammad Shafi Pandit said the
land in question had been leased
tohis mother-in-lawin 1953."The
lease was renewed again in 1976
and was valid till 2016. But before
that the government came up
with the Roshni scheme... The
government was not renewing
the lease and we had to pay for it.
We paid decent rates, which were
25 per cent of the market price.
This is higher than the price the
government paid for land ac-
quired for its own projects. Also
thisisanorminalmostevery state
and land is given to people at 10-
15 per cent of the market value."

In 2011, a retired professor, S
KBhalla, filed a PIL on the matter.
In 2014, following the CAG reve-
lations, Bhalla filed another PIL,
seeking a vigilance inquiry. On
November 28, 2018, the State
Administrative Council under
then Governor Satyapal Malik
repealed the Act and cancelled
all pending applications. The
Anti-Corruption Bureau regis-
tered 17 FIRs in the matter.

On October 9 this year, the
High Court passed an order on
Bhalla’s PIL directing a CBI in-
quiry and cancelling all allot-
ments “ab initio (from the begin-
ning)”. The court also declared
the Roshni Act “unconstitutional,
contrary to law and unsustain-
able”,and ordered the UT admin-
istration torecover all land given
away under the legislation.

The court further ordered the
administration to publishall infor-
mationrelated tothe Actonaweb-
site. It also asked the government
to publish details of all influential
personsand those holding benami
land for them, who benefited.
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BJP worker shot dead by 4 men, son

stabbed to death

MAHENDER SINGH
MANRAL
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 23

A 57-YEAR-OLD BJP worker was
gunned down, allegedly by four
men who also stabbed his 22-
year-old son to death as he at-
tempted to save his father. Police
said the incident took place
around 6.45 am Monday when
the two were at a mosque in
Northeast Delhi’s Nand Nagri for
morning prayers.

The victims have beenidenti-
fied as Zulfikar Qureshi, former
secretary of the minority cell
morcha(Eastern unit)of the Delhi
BJP, and his son Janbaz.

DCP (Northeast) Ved Prakash
Suryasaid Qureshi was shotin the
head, while his son was attacked
with a sharp-edged weapon:
“The two were taken to a nearby
hospital, where Qureshi was de-
clared dead on arrival. He sus-

LT

she saw the incident unfold from
the entrance of their home: “The
mosque is 50-100 metres away
from our house in Block-O of
Sunder Nagari. My husband was
walking towards the mosque and
Janbaz was inside. Suddenly, four
menintercepted himand opened
fire near the mosque. Janbaz

trying to save him

Zulfikar Qureshi (57) and his son Janbaz (22)

tained more than six bullet in-
juries. His son succumbed to in-
juries during treatment.” He said
acase of murder has been filed at
Nand Nagri police station, and the
accused have been identified.
Police said Janbaz in his dying
declaration named them.

Said a police officer: “Initial in-
vestigationrevealed thata plot to
eliminate Qureshi was hatched

by a man who faced financial
SUPPLEMENTARY CHARGESHEET FILED

NE riots conspiracy
case: Hearing on
cognizance deferred

Properties Act.

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE On November 10, the High

NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 23

ADELHI court Monday deferred
the hearing on cognizance of the
supplementary chargesheet
filed in the “conspiracy” case re-
lated to the Northeast Delhi ri-
ots, against former JNU student
Umar Khalid and JNU student
Sharjeel Imam, in the wake of a
recent Delhi High Court order
staying the trial in the matter.
Additional Sessions Judge
Amitabh Rawat deferred the
hearing for Tuesday, saying the
court’s order has to be correctin
terms of the HC's directions. The
judge asked the counsel for the
accused if the court can take cog-
nizance of the supplementary
chargesheet and if orders for
providing its copies to the coun-
sel can be passed since the trial
has been stayed in the matter.
In the supplementary
chargesheet filed on Sunday,
Imam and Khalid were booked
under the stringent Unlawful
Activities (Prevention) Act and
other sections of the Indian
Penal Code, Arms Act and
Prevention of Damage to Public

Court had stayed the trial in the
conspiracy case after a plea was
filed by police challenging the
order of the city court that di-
rected them to supply physical
copies of the chargesheet to all
accused. However, the trial
court is at liberty to decide any
application whatsoever, as per
the order.

During the hearing, counsel
for the accused said the griev-
ance of the prosecutor was with
supply of hard copies of the
bulky main chargesheet and soft
copies can be supplied now.

Special Public Prosecutor
Amit Prasad, appearing for po-
lice, said police was willing to
provide soft copies of the supple-
mentary chargesheet to the ac-
cused but orders have to come
from the court.

The trial court had on
October 21 refused to grant
time to police to obtain funds’
sanction to provide to the ac-
cused hard copies of the volu-
minous chargesheet and di-
rected them to provide the
same. Police has challenged the
order before the HC.

Custody extended
mechanically, illegally:
Umar Khalid to court

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 23

FORMER JNU student leader
Umar Khalid told a Delhi court
Monday that his custody in a
case related to the Northeast
Delhi riots was extended “ille-
gally” and “mechanically”. The
submissions were made before
Chief Metropolitan Magistrate
Dinesh Kumar, who has put up
the matter for further hearing on
November 27.

Advocate Sanya Kumar, ap-
pearing for Khalid, alleged that
since the beginning of his arrest
inthe case, his lawyers were not
given copies of the remand ap-
plications and denied informa-
tion about when and before
which judge he would be pro-
duced. “Time and time again, re-
mand was mechanically
granted. Case diaries were not
signed; we were not supplied a
copy of the remand application,”
she claimed.

The application, moved by
advocates Trideep Pais and
Kumar, sought directions to the
investigating agency and jail au-
thorities to provide a copy of the
application seeking remand/ex-
tension of remand to Khalid's
counsel in advance.

It also sought directions to
police to intimate the counsel
about the time, place and man-
ner of all future remand pro-
ceedings for Khalid one day in
advance.

Former JNU student
Umar Khalid

Itrequested the court to clar-
ify that proceedings for remand
oritsextension cannot be carried
out “mechanically” and that
Khalid’s counsel be permitted to
participate effectively, either
physically or through video con-
ferencing, in all such proceed-
ings in the future.

Kumar also said they were
told there was no material re-
quired for extension of judicial
custody. “It is absolutely against
settled principle. Umar Khalid’s
custody was extended illegally
and mechanically. This is a seri-
ous issue. The logistical difficul-
ties due to Covid-19 pandemic
cannot come in the way of the
rights of an accused or their
counsel,” she told the court.

Special Public Prosecutor
Manoj Chaudhary, appearing for
police, said that as per the CrPC,
moving an application every 14
days for extension of judicial cus-
tody was not by law but by
precedent.

losses after the victim filed a com-
plaint against him with local po-
lice over disposing stolen vehicles
atthe Sunder Nagar scrap dealing
market. He had also filed a com-
plaint with the National Green
Tribunal over illegal handling of
scrap.” So far, police have de-
tained one accused, an associate
of the man, and looking for the
others.

Qureshi’s wife Reshma said

rushed out to help but the ac-
cused stabbed him. The menalso
locked the mosque gate from out-
side somy husband and sondon’t
take shelter inside... They stood
near my husband to ensure he
died.”

Qureshi’s brother-in-law
Mohd Kamruddin said he was an
RTI activist, who was earlier sec-
retary of the BJP minority cell of
Northeast Delhi. “Before his
death, he was president of the
eastern unit of the Himalaya
Pariwar, founded by RSS leader
Indresh Kumar. He was con-
stantly threatened by all scrap
dealers but he was doing his

High Court seeks reply on
nod to cut, transplant 315 trees

New Delhi: The Delhi High Court
Monday sought the Centre and
Delhi government's response to
apleachallenging the permission
granted by the forest department
to cutand transplant 315 trees to
redevelop Ayur Vigyan Nagar at
August Kranti Marg. The division
bench of Chief Justice D N Patel
and Justice Prateek Jalan issued

notice in the plea filed by SDMC
councillor Abhishek Dutt, and
listed the case for December 11.
The plea said the authorities
granted permission to NBCC on
September 14 to cut and trans-
plant trees and "allowed large-
scale destruction of vegetation..ig-
noring air pollution, serious
environmental concerns”. ENS

work with honesty,” said
Kamruddin.

Investigation also revealed
that Qureshi had a personal secu-
rity officer around five years ago
after his younger brother Munna
allegedly killed their father overa
property dispute. Initially, police
were also probing the role of
Munna for this crime. “This
changed after Janbaz gave a state-
ment before he died. Investigation
revealed the accused were stay-
ing in the victims’ neighbour-
hood,” said a police officer.

The officer said that during
questioning, the detained ac-
cused said Qureshi would file
complaints against several shop-
keepers of Sunder Nagari scrap
market. While some moved to
Mayapuri market, he continued
filing complaints.

Defence Ministry buildings
to be completed by Feb 2021

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 23

THETWO new office buildings of
the Ministry of Defence in KG
Marg and Africa Avenue will be
completed by the Central Public
Works Department (CPWD) by
February 2021 — a record eight
months — using pre-engineered
building technology, said officials.
At the Africa Avenue site
Monday, CPWD chief Vinit
Kumar Jayaswal said, “As we are
using dry methods of construc-
tion, no dust will be generated.”
Officials said the fabrication is
done elsewhere,and only assem-
bling will be done at the site. As
muchas 80% of the building com-
prises pre-engineered compo-
nents like structural steel columns
and beams, that are being trans-
ported from Haridwar, Indore and
Bawal. Officials said no welding
operations will be done at the site,
and nuts and bolts will be used for

A graphic representation of the buildings. Photo Credit: CPWD

construction.

An official said,“As 30 % of air
pollution is caused by construc-
tion, we decided to employ this
method.” Thoughits not the first
time pre-engineered building
technology is being used, offi-
cials said it has never been done
on such a large scale. The KG
Marg building will have eight
storeys with a build-up area of
44,000 square metres while the
building at Africa Avenue will be
seven storeys and have a build-

up area of 49,000 square metres.

The buildings are estimated
to cost around Rs 500 crore.
Officials said the terracotta tile
facade of the buildings will re-
flect the aesthetics of Lutyens’
Delhi, while also providing good
insulation, and reduce the need
for air conditioning and heating.

After foundations were laid in
March, full-fledged construction
began only in August due to the
lockdown. About 30% of the work
has been completed, officials said.
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Advertiment No.107/2020

Government of India
Public Enterprises Selection Board
invites applications for the post of

Engagement of Apprentices in SBI
(Advertisement No. CRPD/APPR/2020-21/7)

Director (Finance)
in Hindustan Organic Chemicals Limited
Last date of receipt of applications in PESB
is by 15.00 hours on 04th January, 2021.
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/ ’ Rail Vikas Nigam Limited
(A Government of India Enterprise)

RAIL VIKAS NIGAM LIMITED
(A Govt. of India Enterprise)

Registered office: 1st Floor, August Kranti Bhawan, Bhikaji Cama Place,
R. K. Puram, New Delhi, South Delhi -110066, E-mail: investors@rvnl.org
Website: www.rvnl.org; CIN: L74999DL2003G01118633

NOTICE OF 17TH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING, BOOK CLOSURE,
RECORD DATE AND INFORMATION ON E-VOTING

The 17th Annual General Meeting (“AGM”) of the Company will be held through Video
Conferencing (“VC”)/Other Audio Visual Means (“OAVM”), on Wednesday, 16th December,
2020 at 11:30 AM (IST), in compliance with all the applicable provisions of the Companies
Act, 2013 and the Rules made thereunder and the Securities and Exchange Board of India
(“SEBI”) [Listing Obligations and Disclosure Requirements (LODR)] Regulations, 2015,
read with applicable circulars issued by the Ministry of Corporate Affairs (“MCA”) and SEBI
(collectively referred to as “relevant circulars”), to transact the business set out in the Notice
of the AGM. Members will be able to attend the AGM through VC / OAVM through NSDL link
at http://www.evoting.nsdl.com. Members participating through the VC/OAVM facility shall
be reckoned for the purpose of quorum under Section 103 of the Companies Act, 2013.

In compliance with the relevant circulars, the Notice of the AGM alongwith Annual Report
2019-20, have been emailed on 23rd November, 2020 to the Members of the Company
whose email addresses are registered with the Company/Depository Participant(s). The
aforesaid documents are also available on the Company’s website at https://www.rvnl.org,
the websites of the Stock Exchanges i.e., BSE Limited and National Stock Exchange of India
Limited at www.bseindia.com and www.nseindia.com, respectively and on the website of
NSDL at http://www.evoting.nsdl.com (agency for providing the E-voting/remote e-voting
facility).

The documents referred to in the Notice of the AGM are available electronically for inspection
without any fee by the members from the date of circulation of this Notice upto the date of
AGM. Members seeking to inspect such documents can send an email at
investors@rvnl.org.

Closure of Register of Members and Share Transfer Books

Pursuant to Regulation 42 of the SEBI (LODR) Regulations, 2015 read with Section 91 of the
Companies Act, 2013 and Rule 10 of the Companies (Management and Administration)
Rules 2014, the Registers of Members and Share Transfer books of the Company will remain
closed from Thursday, 10th December, 2020 to Wednesday, 16th December, 2020 (both
days inclusive) to determine entitlement of the members for Final Dividend @ Rs. 1.14 /-
per share (11.40% of paid-up share capital) for the financial year ended March 31, 2020, if
approved at the AGM, would be paid to those members, whose name appears:

a) As Beneficial Owners as at the end of working hours on Wednesday, 9th December, 2020
(Record Date) as per the list to be furnished by NSDL/CDSL in respect of shares held in
electronic form.

b) As Members in the Register of Members of the Company after giving effect to all valid
share transfers in physical form lodged with the Company on or before 9th December,
2020.

Instructions for Remote E-Voting/E-Voting atthe AGM

a) The Company is providing to its members facility to exercise their right to vote on
resolutions proposed to be passed at AGM by electronic means (“remote e-voting/e-voting
at AGM”). The Company has engaged the services of National Securities Depository
Limited (NSDL) as the agency to provide e-voting facility. CS Arun Kumar, M/s AKU &
Associates, Company Secretaries has been appointed as Scrutinizer for the Voting Process.
b) A person, whose name is recorded in the Register of Members or in the register of
beneficial owners maintained by the depositories as on the cut-off date i.e. 9th December,
2020 only shall be entitled to avail the facility of remote e-voting or for participation at the
AGM and voting at the AGM.

¢) Information and instructions including details of user ID and Password relating to e-
voting have been sent to the members through e-mail. The same login credentials should be
used for attending the AGM through VC/OAVM.

d) The remote e-voting facility would be available during the following period:
[Commencement of remote e-voting [ Sunday, 13th December, 2020 (09.00 AM 1ST) |
[End of remote e-voting | Tuesday, 15th December, 2020 (05.00 PM 1ST) |

e) The remote e-voting facility is available upto 5.00 p.m. (IST) on Tuesday, 15th
December, 2020. Thereafter, the remote e-voting module shall be disabled by NSDL.

f) Any person, who acquires shares of the Company and becomes a member of the
Company after dispatch of the Notice and holds shares as on the cut-off date, may obtain
the User ID and Password by sending a request at http://www.evoting.nsdl.co.in.
However, if the person is already registered with NSDL for remote e-voting then he/she
can use their existing User ID and Password for casting the vote. Such members may cast
their votes using the e-voting instructions, in the manner specified by the Company in the
Notice of AGM.

g) The procedure for e-voting on the day of the AGM is same as the instructions mentioned
above for remote e-voting.

h Only those Members/shareholders, who will be present in the AGM through VC/0AVM
and have not casted their vote on the Resolutions through remote e-voting and are
otherwise not barred from doing so, shall be eligible to vote through e-voting system in
the AGM.

i) Members who have voted through Remote e-voting will be eligible to attend the AGM.
However, they will not be eligible to vote at the AGM.

i) The manner of remote e-voting and voting at the AGM by members holding shares in
dematerialized mode, physical mode and for members who have not registered their email
addresses is provided in the Notice of the AGM and is also available on the website of the
Company: https://www.rvnl.org and on the website of NSDL at
http://www.evoting.nsdl.com.

k) The results of voting on resolutions shall be declared within 48 hours of the conclusion
ofthe AGM of the Company.

Members are requested to carefully read all the Notes set out in the Notice of the AGM
with respectto instructions for joining the AGM, manner of casting vote etc.

Contact Details:

In case of any queries, you may refer the Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) for
Shareholders and e-voting user manual for Shareholders available at the download
section of www.evoting.nsdl.com or call on toll free no.: 1800-222-990 or send a request
at evoting@nsdl.co.in or contact Ms. Pallavi Mhatre, Manager, National Securities
Depository Limited, Trade World, 'A” Wing, 4th Floor, Kamala Mills Compound,
Senapati Bapat Marg, Lower Parel, Mumbai - 400013, at the designated email id -
evoting@nsdl.co.in or pallavid@nsdl.co.in or at telephone nos.:- +91 22 24994545,
+91 22 24994559, who will also address the grievances connected with the voting by
electronic means.

For Rail Vikas Nigam Limited

Sd/-

(Kalpana Dubey)

Company Secretary & Compliance Officer

Place : New Delhi
Dated : 23.11.2020

For details login to
website http://www.pesb.gov.in

OSBI

Central Recruitment & Promotion Department,
Corporate Centre, Mumbai, Phone: 022 -2282 0427;
Fax: 022-2282 0411; E-mail: crpd@sbi.co.in

Applications are invited from Indian citizens for Engagement of
Apprentices in State Bank of India.

Number of Apprentices: —8500

Eligibility criteria (age, educational qualification, fees, etc.) and other
details are available under Advertisement No. CRPD/APPR/
2020-21/7 on websites https://nsdcindia.org/apprenticeship OR
https://apprenticeshipindia.org OR https:/bfsissc.com OR
https://bank.sbi/careers OR https:/www.sbi.co.in/careers
along with a link for online submission of application.

Candidates are advised to go through the detailed advertisement,
ensuring their eligibility and other details before applying and
remitting fees.

Date For Filing Online Application 20.11.2020 to 10.12.2020

For any query, please write to us through link “"CONTACT US" = “Post
Your Query” which is available on Bank's website
URL- https://bank.sbi/careers OR https://www.sbi.co.in/careers

Place: Mumbai
Date: 20.11.2020

General Manager (CRPD)

BUILDING INFRASTRUCTURE - BUILDING THE NATION

National Highways & Infrastructure

Development Corporation Limited
(A Govt. of India Undertaking)
Corporate Office: 3rd Floor, PTI Building, 4 - Parliament Street, New Delhi - 110001

National Highways & Infrastructure Development Corporation Limited has been set up by the Government of India as a
Corporation under the Ministry of Road Transport & Highways to fast pace construction/ up-gradation/ widening of National
Highways in the North-Eastern Region and areas that share International boundaries with neighboring countries.

Applications are invited from dynamic, effective and experienced eligible retired Officers from Central Government Ministries/
Departments, Army, Navy, Airforce, BRO (GREF), Autonomous Bodies, Public Sector Undertakings, State Government
Departments and State Government Public Undertakings on Engagement on Contract basis. Short Service Commission
Officers (SSCO) who have been released from the Armed Forces or are likely to be released in next three months are also
encouraged to apply. The Terms & Conditions for Engagement/ Deputation are as indicated below:-

&

BHARATMALA
ROAD TO PROSPERITY

F.No. NHIDCL/2(7)/Rectt Tech & Fin/2020/HR

[Regional Offices of NHIDCL located in
North Eastern States, A&N Islands etc.]

Sl. Name of the Posts No. of Pay matrix Level

No. & place of postings Vacancy* in CDA pattern

1. | Executive Director (T/P) 02 Pay Matrix Level-14 of 7th CPC
[Regional Offices of NHIDCL located in [Pre-revised PB - 4 of Rs.37,400-67,000/- plus Grade Pay
North Eastern States, A&N Islands etc.] Rs.10,000/-]

2. | General Manager (T/P) 20 Pay Matrix Level-13 of 7th CPC
[Regional Offices of NHIDCL located in [Pre-revised PB - 4 of Rs.37,400-67,000/- plus Grade Pay
North Eastern States, A&N Islands etc.] Rs.8,700/-]

3. Deputy General Manager (T/P) 20 Pay Matrix Level-12 of 7th CPC
[Regional Offices of NHIDCL located in [Pre-revised PB-3 of Rs.15,600-39,100/- plus Grade Pay of
North Eastern States, A&N Islands etc.] Rs. 7,600/- ]

4. | Manager(T/P) 20 Pay Matrix Level-11 of 7th CPC

[Pre-revised Pay Band-3 of Rs.15,600-39,100/- plus
Grade Pay of Rs. 6,600/- in CDA Pattern]

Coordination)

5. | General Manager (Land Acquisition & 01

Pay Matrix Level-13 of 7th CPC
[Pre-revised PB- 4 of Rs.37,400-67,000/- plus Grade Pay

[Regional Offices of NHIDCL located in North
Eastern States, A&N Islands etc.]

[ForNHIDCL HQrs] Rs.8,700/-]

6. Deputy General Manager (Fin) 06 Pay Matrix Level-12 of 7th CPC
[Regional Offices of NHIDCL located in [Pre-revised PB-3 of Rs.15,600-39,100/- plus Grade Pay of
North Eastern States, A&N Islands etc.] Rs. 7,600/~ ]

7. | Manager (Fin) 12* Pay Matrix Level-11 of 7th CPC

[Pre-revised PB-3 of Rs.15,600-39,100/- plus Grade Pay of
Rs. 6,600/- ]

* The number of vacancies in the Posts may vary, depending upon the requirement. Further, NHIDCL reserves the right to
prepare Panels (one for Roads Sector and another for Infrastructure Sector) of selected Candidates for filling up the indicated
and future vacancies that may arise in NHIDCL. Panel would be valid for a period of 12 months, unless further extended.

Last date for submission of Application: 16.12.2020 (Wednesday) up to 18.00 hrs.

For detailed Terms and Conditions please visit-www.nhidcl.com.

NOTE 1: Officers presently serving in the Central Government Ministries/ Departments, Army, Navy, Airforce, Autonomous
Bodies, Public Sector Undertakings, State Government Departments and State Government Public Undertakings and
satisfying the prescribed eligibility criteria may also apply for the post on Deputation basis in the prescribed proforma along
with copy of ACRs/APARSs for last five years, No Objection Certificate (NOC) and Vigilance Clearance (VC). Those applying
for appointment on deputation basis can be of any age. Subsequent to their retirement they may be allowed to
continue in NHIDCL on contract basis subjectto both party agreeing to it. If their parent organisation need them to
revert back for retirement formalities, they may be allowed to do so for a period up to one week. Thereafter they can
continue on contract basis on the terms and conditions applicable to Contract employees.

NOTE 2: Any change oramendmentin this Vacancy Circular will be posted on the NHIDCL Website only.

NOTE 3: Incomplete applications or those received after the prescribed date shall be summarily rejected.

Dy. General Manager (HR)

BUILDING INFRASTRUCTURE, BUILDING THE NATION

New Delhi
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THE CITY

IN THE CAPITAL

Total Vacant

TOTALCASES | HospiTALBEDS 17,898 8,396
5,34,317 | venmiLators 143 138
Daily cases | Recoveries | Deaths | Tests §
Nov 22 6,746 6,154 121 54,893 %
Nov 23 4454 7,216 121 37307 g
Total 37,329* 4,88,476 8,512 158,53,278 £

— BRIEFLY —

Hindu Rao
tobe Covid
hospital again

New Delhi: The North
MCD is planning to
restart the Covid facility
at Hindu Rao Hospital by
converting its 20-bed ICU
ward for the same, but
will keep the OPD open
for the general public this
time. North MCD Mayor
Jai Prakash said the civic
body has informed
the Delhi Disaster
Management Authority
of the decision. He said a
200-bed Covid-care cen-
tre at Balak Ram Hospital
can also be readied and
handed over to them. The
number of beds can be
increased depending on
the need, he added. The
decision was taken at a
recent meeting with the
Home Ministry, in which
it was suggested that
MCD hospitals could be
used as Covid centres in
the wake of the recent
surge in cases in Delhi.
The hospital was earlier
converted intoa Covid fa-
cility inJune, before it was
removed from the list af-
ter a request from the
MCD.

HCjunks
plea seeking

lockdown

New Delhi: The Delhi
High Court on Monday
declined to entertain a
petition seeking imposi-
tion of lockdown in the
capital in wake of the
surge in Covid-19 surge
here. While observing it
was a policy decision
which can only be taken
by the state, the court
asked whether lock-
down was the only solu-
tion and asked the peti-
tioner counsel whether
they had considered the
studies showing ineffec-
tiveness of lockdown.
The Delhi government
counsel also submitted
that no such decision can
be taken by it without
the Central govern-
ment’s permission.

BYPL donates

3ambulances

New Delhi: The BSES
Yamuna Power Limited
(BYPL) Monday donated
three ambulances and
50 hand sanitiser-cum-
thermal scanning ma-
chines to the Health
Department to aid the
Delhi government's fight
against Covid-19. The
donations were handed
over by BYPL officials to
Delhi Health and Power
Minister Satyendar Jain,
who thanked BYPL's
continued support dur-
ing the pandemic.

Dr BrijMohan
Mishra new
NDMC secy

New Delhi: Dr Brij Mohan
Mishra, an IAS officer of
the 2008 batch of AG-
MUT cadre and who was
the district magistrate of
South Delhi district, as-

sumed charge as
Secretary of NDMC on
Monday. ENS

121 NEW DEATHS ON MONDAY

Pollution from stubble burning behind

Delhi’s high Covid deathrate,

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 23

HEALTH MINISTER Satyendar
Jain Monday attributed the high
Covid-19 death rate in the city
to pollution caused by stubble
burning, and said a downward
trend is expected in the next
two-three weeks.

Delhi recorded 4,454 fresh
Covid-19 cases on Monday and
apositivity rate of 11.94 per cent,
while 121 more fatalities
pushed the death toll due to the
virus to 8,512. This was the sixth
time in 12 days that the daily
number of deaths crossed the
100-mark in the national capi-
tal. The daily fatality rate was
recorded at 1.83%.

“There was heavy pollution
due to stubble burning amid the
Covid-19 pandemic and it came
as a double attack... Its effect on
the city’s Covid-19 death rate
will go away in the next two-
three weeks since pollution due
to stubble burning has lessened
in the last few days,” he said.

Jain further said pollution

Man rams
car into
Safdarjung
Tomb’s gate

DIVYAA
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 23

A MAN rammed his car into the
main gate of Safdarjung Tombin
Central Delhi, and also damaged
a notice board, around 3 am
Monday. Police said the driver,
Vijay Bahri (32), a resident of
Rampura in Northwest Delhi, lost
control of the vehicle as he was
allegedly in an inebriated state.

The car, which came from the
direction of Lodhi Road, rammed
into the main gate of the UNESCO
World Heritage site. It also hit the
stone notice board and damaged
it, said a senior police officer,
adding that there was no dam-
age to the main monument.

Bahri was rushed to Ram
Manohar Lohia Hospital, police
said, adding that he did not sus-
tain any serious injuries.

Police have lodged an FIR af-
ter receiving a complaint from
the Archaeological Survey of
India (ASI), which takes care of
the monument, under IPC
Section 279 (rash driving),
Section 3 of the Prevention of
Damage to Public Property Act,
1984, and section 185 of the
Motor Vehicles Act.

An ASl official told The Indian
Express that repair work will be
taken up soon and they will press
for the cost of damages to be paid
by the errant driver, since the FIR
includes charges under damages
to public property act.

The damaged gate. AsI
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caused problems in breathing
and those who had Covid-19
inhaled the smoke, which ag-
gravated the seriousness of the
disease.

The city reported 111 deaths
on Saturday, 118 on Friday, 131 on
November 18 — the highest till
date —and 104 on November 12.

Delhi has reported a death
rate of 1.83 per cent among
Covid-19 patients as compared
to the national fatality rate of

1.46 per cent. As per data re-
leased by the Union Ministry for
Health and Family Welfare on
Sunday, the national capital is at
the top among 10 states and UTs
where 77% of new cases and 76%
of new deaths have been re-
ported.

Jain said the number of fresh
cases as well as the positivity
rate are gradually going downin
Delhi, showing that the situa-
tion is improving,.

||—E

says Jain

Jaininside an ALS ambulance which was handed over to GTB
Hospital on Monday. Prem Nath Pandey

“Since November 7, when
the positivity rate was more
than 15 per cent, it has come
down to over 12 per cent now.
The number of fresh cases was
over 8,500 on November 10,
which reduced to 6,746 on
Sunday,” he said.

The health minister said
9,418 hospital beds are occupied
by Covid patients, whereas
7,900 are still vacant.

Meanwhile, members of a

Pick YOURrR COLOUR

Masks being sold outside Nangloi Metro Station, Monday. Praveen Khanna

Delhi Assembly panel on envi-
ronment met the newly-consti-
tuted commission on air qual-
ity and demanded strict action
against Punjab and Haryana
governments over stubble
burning. The panel, headed by
AAP MLA Atishi, also requested
the commission to order Punjab
and Haryana to resolve the is-
sue using the bio decomposer
technology developed by the
PUSA institute.

Scheme for kids of parents in prison
‘unsatisfactory’, panel suggests changes

SUKRITABARUAH
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 23

THE DELHI child rights panel has
submitted a special report to the
Women and Child Development
ministry recommending
amendments in the Delhi gov-
ernment's scheme for support to
children of incarcerated parents,
after finding that the existing
form and implementation of the
scheme is "unsatisfactory, inac-
cessible and lackadaisical".

The Delhi Commission for
the Protection of Child Rights
had reviewed the Scheme for
Financial Sustenance, Education
and Social Welfare of Children of
Incarcerated Parents, 2014, on a
suo-motu basis, highlighting
that these children are among
the most vulnerable and "end up
as victims of not just the crime
but also the punishment".

"Their inability to process
griefis often compounded by the
fact that they are under constant

The body found that
since its introduction
in 2015, the scheme has
benefited very few
children. In 2019-20, 50
children each received
financial assistance
through half-yearly
disbursals

pressure to maintain secrecy
about the incarceration due to
the stigma attached to it. They
often drop out of school, experi-
ence varied periods of educa-
tional cessations and multiple
school transitions. In the major-
ity of the cases, incarceration of
the parent(s) is followed by fi-
nancial instability and economic
hardships," the report reads.
The body found that since its
introduction in 2015, the scheme
— which is to provide financial

PROCESS USUALLY BEGINS IN LATE NOVEMBER EVERY YEAR

Parents anxious as city schools await directions on nursery admissions

SUKRITABARUAH
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 23

WITH DIRECTIONS awaited from
the education department on
nursery admissions for the next
academic session, several private
schools across the city said queries
from anxious parents have begun
comingin. Admissions have been
delayed this year as the academic
calender has been disrupted by
the pandemic.

Last year, the Delhi
Directorate of Education had re-

leased the schedule for admis-
sions to Nursery, KG and class |
—whichever might be the entry-
level in a particular school — by
mid-November, and the applica-
tion process had begun on
November 29. Every year, start-
ing from late November, the city
begins buzzing with the rush for
these admissions.

“The matter is under submis-
sion with the government and
we too are waiting for directions
butit s clear that the timeline is
very likely to be altered this
time,” said an official in the edu-

cation department.

The Indian School principal
Tania Joshi said, “We began get-
ting queries from parents around
aweekago,on whether they will
have to come to school to collect
forms or if they will be available
online. As of now, we haven't be-
gun with the process at all be-
cause when the directorate issues
the schedule, they also release
‘dos and don’ts’ on the criteria
that we can set for admission.”

Shealsoreferredtoalarge ad-
vertisement that appeared in
newspapers Monday, on a com-

and non-financial support to
children whose only surviving
parent is, or both parents are, in
jailfor atleast 30 days — has ben-
efited very few children.In2019-
2020, 50 children each received
financial assistance through
half-yearly disbursals.

It also asked that the quan-
tum of financial assistance be in-
creased from Rs 3,500 per
month to Rs 4,000 per month for
the first child, and from Rs 3,000
toRs 3,500 for the second child.

The child rights body further
recommended a complete revi-
sionon the eligibility criteria, sub-
mitting that the scheme should
be made available to children if
only one of their parents have
been incarcerated. It stated that
"there is considerable research
that establishes the devastating
effect of incarceration of even one
parent, and this effect is more
pronounced when the incarcer-
ated parent is the bread-winner
of the family or the motherin case
of very young children".

mon platform through which par-
ents canapply to multiple schools
through one form: “I was sur-
prised whenlsaw it,[wondered if
I had missed something on ad-
missions starting.”

There are around 1,700 pri-
vate schools in the city recog-
nised by the Delhi government’s
education department which
conduct their nursery admis-

There are 1,700 pvt schools

which conduct admissions
as per education dept norms

It also asked that the clause
that the scheme only be avail-
able to children whose parents
have been residing in Delhi for
five or more years be removed:
"The Commission has not come
across a single cogent argument
to deny basic welfare and suste-
nance to those children who
shifted to Delhi two, three or four
years ago. The scheme treats
these children aslesser, and sim-
plyignores their plight, suffering
and vulnerability."

The report also recommends
that District Child Protection
Officers be given responsibility
to ensure that these children
continue their education for the
academic year and get admitted
to the nearest government
school if the family can no longer
afford private school fees.

It recommends that instead
of revoking assistance immedi-
ately after the incarcerated par-
entisreleased, it should be made
available till at least three
months after that.

sions in accordance with the
schedule and guidelines laid
down by the department.
Meanwhile, The British
School — which is independent
of this process — is set to begin
registrations for admission
Tuesday, closing on November
27 for nursery, December 18 for
the primary level and January 31
for the secondary level.
Similarly, admissions to pri-
vate schools in NCR cities such as
Noida and Gurgaon, which are
not governed by a streamlined
process as in Delhi, have also

New Delhi

Order to close two
markets in West

Delhi revoked

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 23

WITHIN HOURS of ordering clo-
sure of two markets citing viola-
tion of social distancing norms,
the Delhi government lifted the
shutdown from West Delhi’s
Punjabi Basti Market and Janta
Market late Sunday, saying not
all traders were at fault.

The order to shutdown the
markets, issued by Additional
District Magistrate (West)
Dharmendra Kumar, had come
at a time when rumours about
an imminent shutdown are rife
among the city’s trading circles.
The Delhi government main-
tains it has no such plans.

In his order, Kumar wrote, “It
has come to the notice of District
Disaster Management Authority,
District West, that directions is-
sued with regard to wearing of
masks, maintaining physical dis-
tancing etc issued by Govt of
India/GNCT of Delhi are being
flouted by vendors/visitors in
Punjabi Basti Market and Janta
Market, Nangloi, Delhi, despite
various instructions issued by
the district administration from
time to time.”

The shutdown was ordered
under Section 30 of the Disaster
Management Act,2005. However,
Kumar issued another order late

Sunday, withdrawing the closure
order with immediate effect.

Asked about the quick roll-
back, Delhi Health Minister
Satyendar Jain told reporters
that the order was issued in
haste. “We are keeping a close
watch on all markets. Instead of
sealing entire markets, shops
not following guidelines should
be sealed,” he said.

Jain added that the Delhi gov-
ernment’s proposal, floated last
week, on shutting down markets
flouting guidelines is pending
with the Union government. “It
(social distancing in markets)is a
challenge. But compliance rate
of wearing face masks has gone
up drastically over the last few
days,” he said.

Officials said the order to shut
the two markets had to be re-
versed also because these are
mostly made up of street ven-
dors, selling various items rang-
ing from winter garments to mo-
bile accessories. “Under the
Street Vendors (Protection of
livelihood and Regulation of
Street Vending) Act, 2014, a ven-
dor cannot be removed before a
survey is carried out by town
vending committees, which are
to be formed under the law, in
the particular area. All vendors
are to be allotted alternative
vending zones in case removal is
necessary,” an official said.

Bands face the
music as UP govt
lowers guests cap

AMILBHATNAGAR
NOIDA,NOVEMBER 23

WITH THE UP government im-
posing a 100-member cap on
wedding celebrations and gath-
erings, bands and DJs find them-
selves facing the music amid the
wedding season as families are
now cancelling bookings in an
effort to bring down the number
of guests. While the guidelines
have no specific order for wed-
ding processions, families are
now wary of including DJs and
band processions as part of the
function.

“...only 50% of the capacity or
100 persons will be allowed to
gather in any indoor facility...
Similarly, for outside gatherings,
only 40% of the field area will be
utilised for gathering,” read an
order issued by the UP govern-
ment on November 23.

The guidelines have led to
confusion among west UP resi-
dents who had made arrange-
ments keeping in mind the ear-
lier 200 person limit on guests.
This has impacted music bands
that were already facing a crunch
during the lockdown.

For several such bands, since
celebratory events had not been
held the entire year, wedding
season was the only way to earn.

“It’s slowly coming to a point
where we are better off dying
than living in debt. We under-
stand that one must not gather
without a reason since there is
Covid but weddings are our
bread and butter. For the last two
days, we are getting calls from
people wanting their advance.
The fresh guidelines have com-
pounded that fear... the lack of
clarity will render us bankrupt,”
said Raja, who runs the 22-
member Raja Band in Noida’s

been taking place.

Third parties which assist
parents with the highly compet-
itive admission process said they
have been receiving regular
queries. Ayush Agarwal, who
runs a platform called
Schoolling, said he is receiving 5-
6 queries per day, while Sumit
Vohra, who runs a large online
community for nursery admis-
sions, said he is receiving 50
queries a day.

“Oneissue is that the admis-
sion process had not successfully
moved online completely. There

UP govt reduced the cap on
guests at weddings,
gatherings to 100. Archive

Hoshiyarpur.

According to other such
bands, many bookings were
made a month in advance after
guidelines were relaxed. Since
the advance was forwarded on
credit to vendors, the cancella-
tions have disrupted their fi-
nances, said band members.

“For every baraat, there is
usually a horse required apart
from lights and music. When we
take advance, we pay it to the
charioteer, the one who brings
the light and many others. With
customers cancelling, the money
we paid to them is unlikely to be
returned. Some say that rules do
not apply to processions on road
and only indoor gatherings. But
the mere confusion is making
people apprehensive..,” said Ravi
who runs a 12-member wed-
ding band in Ghaziabad.

DJs and other music bands
forindoor functions are also fac-
ing lower demand. “People do
not want to waste the limited
permissions on things like mu-
sic even though they were once
anintegral part of the functions.
There is an alternative of virtual
DJ sessions but it’s unlikely that
people willwarmup to theidea,”
said Dhruv, a Noida-based D).

are only some schools in which
you can download and submit
the form online. There are some
in which you can download the
form online but have to go to the
school to submit it, and others
where you have to go to the
school just to collect the form,”
said Vohra.

In the meantime, EWS/DG
admissions to private schools are
yet to conclude for the year
2019-2020. A fresh round of ap-
plications will begin Tuesday
since 838 of these seats continue
to remain vacant.
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H.E. MR NIKOLAY R. KUDASHEV
Russian Ambassador to India

OOPERATION IN BRICS is the
permanent priority of the Russian
foreign policy. The motto of the
Russian BRICS Chairmanship in
2020 — "BRICS Partnership for Global
Stability, Shared Security and Innovative
Growth” — reflected not only the main
goal of Russia’s year in BRICS, but also the
entire multifaceted collaboration in the
BRICS format, which aimed to contribute
into raising living standards and quality of
life of the peoples of our five countries.

Making traditional emphasis on the
continuity of the BRICS process, Russia
was aiming to ensure a harmonious tran-
sition from the Brazilian Chairmanship,
while all ideas endorsed by the Leaders at
the X1 BRICS Summit in November 2019
were also part of the 2020 agenda. In this
regard Russia continued to promote all
three pillars of the BRICS strategic part-
nership — policy and security, economy
and finance, culture and people-to-people
exchanges.

Despite extraordinary conditions
caused by the Covid-19 pandemic, the
BRICS countries continued proactively ex-
panding their cooperation in all key
areas and managed to maintain the
momentum to produce concrete results.
Over 150 events, including 25 ministerial
meetings, were held in-person and via
videoconferences, ensuring further
progress in mutually beneficial and prag-
matic cooperation. Among them were the
XII BRICS Summit held on November 17,
two Meetings of BRICS Foreign Ministers
on April 28 and September 4, the X Meet-
ing of the BRICS High Representatives for
Security on September 17, and many
more, including regular dialogue between
finance, trade and economy, health,
energy, science, tourism agencies, etc.

One of the main BRICS priorities for
Russia was to coordinate collective mea-
sures to combat the pandemic and to
intensify collaboration between epidemi-
ological services of the five countries and
protect the lives and health of citizens.
BRICS already had a solid basis for that.
Back in 2015, the BRICS Ufa Declaration
included an agreement to enhance coop-
eration in addressing the challenges to
health and human well-being including
through developing effective joint
responses to the continuing spread of
major diseases (HIV/AIDS, TB, malaria,
etc.), as well as the emergence of new
infections with a pandemic potential.
Pursuant to that agreement, Russia sug-
gested to create an early warning system
for infectious diseases outbreaks. Efforts
of BRICS countries to combat the COVID-
19 were also supported by the New
Development Bank, which decided to
reserve USD 10 bn for these purposes.

The Russian Direct Investment Fund
signed agreements with Indian and Brazil-
ian partners on clinical trials of the Sputnik
V vaccine and with pharmaceutical com-
panies in China and India on the produc-
tion of this vaccine. Our scope of coopera-
tion in this area will grow further, as we
have the second coronavirus vaccine reg-
istered recently in October in Russia —
EpiVacCorona, and the third one is com-
ing soon.

Besides, in the Moscow Declaration
(full text: https://bit.ly/3kDIbEIl) adopted
at the XII BRICS Summit, the Leaders reit-
erated their commitment to establish the
BRICS Vaccine Research and Development

alrmans

(October 1-7, 2020)

COUNTER-
TERRORISM
STRATEGY

From left: Venkatesh Varma, Ambassador of India to Russia, and Boris
Mashtaler, Executive Director of the National Academy of Motion
Picture Arts and Sciences of Russia, hold the Indian flag and pose for a
photo after the Award Ceremony of the 5th BRICS Film Festival

STRATEGY
FOR BRICS
ECONOMIC
PARTNERSHIP
2025

Centre mentioned in the Johanneshurg
Declaration (2018), and encouraged
timely and effective implementation of
this initiative.

Maintaining close coordination on the
G20 agenda, the BRICS countries are ded-
icated to support comprehensive mea-
sures to overcome the impact of the pan-
demic to restore global value chains and
the openness of international trade.
Russia’s initiative on the green corridors
free from wars and sanctions, primarily
with regard to humanitarian supplies of
food and vital medicine, is envisioned
along the same lines.

This year the pandemic forced BRICS
countries to take emergency measures to
support national industries, finance and
the social sphere, to revive their
economies and return them to a trajectory
of sustainable growth. The Strategy for
BRICS Economic Partnership for the period
until 2025 adopted at the XII BRICS Sum-
mit (full text: https://bit.ly/21GaCnM) is
aimed to assist countries in that goal. The
document defines a development path of
BRICS and sets the framework for coop-
eration in accordance with current eco-
nomic trends and conditions. By adopting
the BRICS Strategy, the countries demon-
strated their determination to jointly
address new global challenges, including
macroeconomic shocks and financial
volatility, and draw up a positive, balanced
and clear economic agenda.

It also comes in line with the aspiration

to stimulate strong economic growth by
the support of the multilateral trading
system based on the rules and principles of
the World Trade Organization (WTO), and
to resist emerging global uncertainty
caused by a number of factors, including
unilateral and protectionist measures.

More to say, the grouping confirmed its
will to embrace the digitization wave, as
well, which opens the floor for raising
effectiveness and economic competitive-
ness, improving quality of life, addressing
digital divide (also by promoting the Part-
nership for the New Industrial Revolu-
tion), overcoming cumulative social, eco-
nomic, infrastructure imbalances, all being
factors of sustainable growth in BRICS. It is
further provided for an increased use of
national currencies in mutual trade.

The New Development Bank (NDB) is in
great demand in such circumstances. Its
overall portfolio of infrastructure invest-
ment projects exceeded USD 20 bn. As
many as 62 large projects are already
being implemented in the BRICS coun-
tries. The NDB just recently opened its
third regional office in Moscow and is
about to open another one in India next
year. Prospects of expansion of stakehold-
ers would further increase its capacity and
relevance as well-reputed global financial
institution. Currently the Bank enjoys AA+
long-term credit rating by Fitch and S&P
as well AAA by Japan Credit Rating. The
BRICS Contingent Currency Arrangement
is also fully operational.

BRICS Foreign Ministers Council online meeting, Moscow, April 28, 2020

Among the major achievements of the
Russian Chairmanship — successful imple-
mentation of the Energy Research Cooper-
ation Platform initiative (expert reports
have been prepared on the projected
development of the fuel and energy
sectors in the BRICS countries until 2040),
the launch of the BRICS Women's Business
Alliance. The five countries continued
enhancing cooperation in science, technol-
ogy and innovation. The next round of the
BRICSMATH competition for schoolchildren
was held along with contests for young sci-
entists and innovators and their research
projects. Intensive contacts have been
underway between our academic and
scientific centres. Their coverage is truly
impressive — from ocean and polar re-
search to astronomy and artificial intelli-
gence. The BRICS Film Festival was aired on-
line. A strong impetus was given to the
tracks of sports, tourism, agriculture, urban
development, environment protection.

Throughout this year the BRICS coun-
tries have been closely coordinating their
efforts on a wide range of the current
international and regional matters,
expanding their cooperation on combat-
ing terrorism, drug trafficking and corrup-
tion, as well as on international informa-
tion security.

This success is largely due to our coin-
ciding or similar approaches to the central
role of the United Nations and interna-
tional law, as well as to a positive, unified
and forward-looking agenda. The core of

the BRICS activities is based on the princi-
ples of international relations enshrined
in the UN Charter such as nonintervention
in the internal affairs of states, resolution
of disputes by peaceful means, inadmissi-
bility of the threat or use of force against
the territorial integrity or political inde-
pendence of any state, etc.

Proceeding from the fact that terrorism
in all its forms and manifestations consti-
tutes one of the most serious threats to
international peace and security, and that
any act of terrorism, committed by
whomever, wherever and for whatever
motives and purposes, deserves to be
condemned, the Leaders endorsed the
BRICS Counter-Terrorism Strategy (full
text: https:/bit.ly/35Afu6W). It would fur-
ther allow to work out common measures
and more closely coordinate in the UN and
other fora, promote implementation of
the UN Global CT-Strategy as well as early
adoption of the Comprehensive Conven-
tion on International Terrorism. It is also
aimed to complement and strengthen the
existing bilateral and multilateral ties
among the BRICS countries, and to make a
meaningful contribution to the global
efforts of preventing and combating the
threat of terrorism.

Russia’s Chairmanship in 2020 coin-
cided with the 75th anniversary of the end
of the Second World War and the founda-
tion of the United Nations. In the Moscow
Declaration the Leaders emphasized that
the Victory in the WWII is the common

New Delhi
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legacy, and they paid a tribute to all those
who fought against fascism, tyranny and
militarism, colonialism as well as for free-
dom of nations, and stressed the impor-
tance of preservation and inadmissibility of
desecration or destruction of monuments
erected in their remembrance.

They also noted the duty to remember
contributions made by all countries,
including loss of lives of soldiers and civil-
ians during the WWII, as well as reinforced
commitment to a world of peace, stability
and prosperity, mutual respect and equal-
ity. It was also stated that born out of the
horrors of the Second World War, the
United Nations, as a common endeavour
for humanity, was established to save
succeeding generations from the scourge
of war and since then has helped to shape
the very structure of relations between
nations in the modern age. The BRICS
Leaders urged for a resolute stand against
the rehabilitation of Nazi ideology, racism,
xenophobia, colonialism and the distor-
tion of history, and many countries includ-
ing India became co-sponsors of Russia-
proposed relevant UN GA resolution.

That is exactly the reason why we
should proceed towards multipolarity and
the reform of global governance institu-
tions, including the UN, based on
maximum broad consensus and respect of
interests of all nations keeping in mind the
need to preserve the central role of the UN
system. Sovereign states are encouraged
to cooperate to maintain peace and secu-
rity, advance sustainable development,
ensure the promotion and protection of
democracy, human rights and fundamental
freedoms for all with the aim to build a
brighter shared future for the interna-
tional community based on mutually
beneficial cooperation.

BRICS global agenda is widely
supported by other nations as well, and
that motivated us some years ago to
establish the BRICS Plus and BRICS Out-
reach formats, which along with the inter-
ested states takes onboard international
and regional organizations as well. That
makes us also guided by the so-called "
Integration of integrations” concept. Such
dialogue is also very important to promote
global governance reform to make it more
inclusive, representative and democratic
with meaningful and greater representa-
tion of developing countries in interna-
tional decision-making. Due to the pan-
demic and eventual prevailing of
videoconferencing interaction, these
formats were not convened this year.
However, we remain committed to
continue such kind of partnership in the
future with the hope to resume it during
the Indian Chairmanship if the epidemio-
logical situation permits.

In general, we believe that despite the
pandemic the Russian Chairmanship man-
aged to keep BRICS on its track in pro-
ceeding to the goal of a constructive poly-
centrism and expanding multidimensional
practical cooperation. With obvious big re-
sults and benefits achieved and forward-
looking agenda ahead, the Forum would
further reiterate its growing relevance as
a crucial mechanism supplementing global
efforts aimed at the establishment of a
truly just and multipolar world.

We highly appreciate the constructive
contribution of our Indian friends to the
Russian BRICS Chairmanship n 2020!

Keeping in mind this solid common
ground, we wish the Indian Chairmanship
in BRICS in 2021 every success, and ex-
tend our full support in ensuring further
continuity and enriching the five-parties
cooperation with new interesting projects
and ideas!

INDIA.MID.RU
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FINALLY CHECKING IN?

HOME MINISTER Amit Shah was in Kolkata earlier this month
toreview BJP's preparations for next year's Assembly elections
in West Bengal. The Trinamool Congress, too, is gearing up for
whatis expected to be a bitterly contested election, fielding its
leaders to hold daily media briefings. The Congress, on the
other hand, is yet to take stock of the situation. While the CPI(M)
isready for an electoral tie-up, the Congress's central leadership
isyet todiscuss the matter. Its state unit, interestingly, is ready
for the alliance. Now it is said that Rahul Gandhi will have a
virtual meeting with West Bengal Congress leaders later this
week to review poll preparations and hear their views on the
situation on the ground.

IDEAL SwAP

INDIA WILL host the G-20 summit in 2023, instead of 2022,
which marks the 75th year of independence. The official expla-
nation is that Indonesia wanted to swap, since it did not want
to do two big events in 2023 — the country will chair the
Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) summit in
2023. So, Jakarta asked New Delhi for the swap. India's target
for making arrangements for hosting the G-20 summit has
fallen behind due to Covid-19 pandemic. Also, the buzz is that
the G-20 summit will take place months before the Lok Sabha
pollsin2024.So it was, as they say,a marriage of convenience.

RESPONSE HURDLE

ASECRETARY of a ministry recently missed responding, on more
occasion that one, to what the minister asked during meetings
over video-conferencing. In the last two video conferences, the
minister asked the secretary whether he could hear what he
(minister) had instructed. But the secretary remained non-re-
sponsive. To other officers, it left the impression that the officer
was deliberately not responding. However, if was later pointed
out that there perhaps was a network problem due to which

the secretary could not hear what the minister was saying.

NIA questions PDP youth wing chief

New Delhi: The NIA Monday
questioned PDP's youth wing
president Waheed Parra in con-
nection witha caserelated to sep-
aratism in Jammu and Kashmir.
Parra, who recently filed his
nomination form for the upcom-
ing District Development
Council elections in the Union
Territory, appeared before the

NIA atits headquarters here.
Parra, who was instrumental
in the revival of the PDP in south
Kashmir, especially in militancy-
affected Pulwama, told PTI that
the NIA asked him about his polit-
ical career and PDP's soft politics.
He expressed ignorance about
the case for which he was ques-
tioned by the agency. PTI

AIMIM MILA replaces
‘Hindustan’ with ‘Bharat’
while taking oath in Bihar

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
PATNA.NOVEMBER23

BIHAR UNIT president of AIMIM
and newly elected MLA from
Amour, in Purnia, Akhtarul Iman
replaced the world “Hindustan"
with “Bharat” while taking oath
as legislator in the Legislative
Assembly on Monday, triggering
criticism from a BJP member.

Congress MLA from Kadwa
Shakil Ahmad Khan, meanwhile,
took oath in Sanskrit, calling it
the mother of all languages.

As Akhtarul Iman replaced
“Hindustan" with “Bharat" while
taking oath, Protem Speaker Jitan
Ram Manjhi suggested that there
should have beennoissue withus-
ingtheword “Hindustan", butIman
insisted on using only “Bharat”.

BJP MLA Neeraj Singh Bablu

AIMIM Bihar
president
Akhtarul
Iman

later told reporters, “Those
averse to using Hindustan can
leave for Pakistan.” Iman hit
back, saying that India is not a
“fiefdom of some people" and
the country belongs to everyone.

Kadwa MLA Shakil Ahmad,
who took oath in Sanskrit, said:
“Those bickering over use of lan-
guage in oath taking are fools. [
preferred to take oath in Sanskrit
over Hindi or Urdu because it is
the mother of all languages. My
idea was to give a subtle message
that language has nothing to do
with one's religion.”

Jaish bid on DDC polls: India
briefs envoys on ‘Pak hand’

SHUBHAJITROY
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 23

IN A playbook adopted after the
Uri and Pulwama terror attacks,
New Delhi on Monday began a
diplomatic offensive against
Pakistan over the four Jaish-e-
Mohammad terrorists killed in
Nagrota district of Jammu while
reportedly on their way to
Kashmir to disrupt the coming
District Development Council
(DDC) polls. Sources said the
Foreign Secretary briefed envoys
on “the implications of the
November 19incident on security,
diplomacy and the battle against
terrorism”.

Given the Covid-19 situation,
the Ministry of External Affairs
will be holding several small brief-
ings forenvoys, and the first batch
included Heads of Missions of the
US, UK, Russia and Japan, among
others.

Envoys were also given
information about a tunnel
believed to have been used
by four Jaish terrorists

Sources said the foreign en-
voys were provided "adetailed in-
formation docket giving details of
the incident as well as the list of
items and munitions that were re-
covered from the terrorists, clearly
indicating their Pakistani origins",
and alsoabout the discovery of an
underground tunnel that is be-
lieved to have been used by the
four to come across the border.

"Preliminary investigations by

the police and intelligence author-
ities, markings on the recovered
AK-47 rifles and other items lead
ustobelieve that the terrorists be-
longed to the Pakistan-based Jaish-
e-Mohammad," the sources said.

India has blamed the Jaish for
the Uri and Pulwama attacks as
well, and the envoys were given
details of the terror outfit's in-
volvement in similar incidents.
The DDC polls, starting November
28, mark resumption of political
activity in J&K after the scrapping
of its special status, and officials
said they believed that the plan
was to sabotage the polls and
carryout "the biggest terror attack
in India since Pulwama in
February 2019", coinciding with
the anniversary of the 26/11
Mumbai attacks.

The envoys were “sensitised
about our concerns regarding
Pakistan’s sustained efforts to
destabilize the situationin J&Kand
to subvert local elections and

BJP SLAMS ‘HABIT OF POLITICS ON EVERY ISSUF’

Mamata; Shah’s lunch at tribal

home cooked

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA,NOVEMBER 23

WEST BENGAL Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee on Monday de-
scribed Union Home Minister
Amit Shah’svisit toa tribal house-
hold for lunch asa“show off” and
claimed that the food items
served to the BJP leader were
cooked at five-star hotels.

Addressing a gathering at
Khatra in West Bengal’s Bankura
district, the TMC supremoalso hit
outatShah for apparently mistak-
ing a statue of a tribal hunter for
that of freedom fighter Birsa
Munda. She went on to target the
Centre over the farm Bills and the
NRCissue. “A few days ago, our
honourable home minister had
come (here), which was a show
off. Food items like Basmati rice,
postor bora (poppy seed fritters)
cooked in five-star hotels were
taken to the Dalit household. One
Brahmin wasalso broughtin,” the
Chief Minister said.

Shah, during his visit to Bengal

ar otel

Mamata Banerjee in Bankura district on Monday. Express

earlier in the month, visited a
tribal household in Bankura,and a
Matua home in Kolkata.

The family members were
shown chopping vegetables prior
to the lunch, but none of the in-
gredients were actually used to
prepare the meal, the CM said.

Banerjee announced several
welfare measures for the tribal
community during her visit.

BJP national secretary
Anupam Hazra said, “The TMC
has a habit of playing politics on
every issue. The food our party
leader Amit Shah ji ate was
cooked at that very house.”

AIMIM leader

joins Trinamool

Kolkata: AIMIM’s West Bengal
convener, Anwar Pasha, and
some of his colleagues joined the
TMC on Monday, claiming that
the AIMIM was acting as a po-
lariser of votes to help the BJP.
This came even before the
party officially announced its in-
tentions to contest next year’s
Assembly elections. AIMIM
spokesperson Syed Asim Wagqar
said Pasha was already “engaged
inanti-party activities”.  ENS

Paswan’s RS seat may go to BJP
as JD(U) unlikely to back LJP

SANTOSH SINGH
PATNA,NOVEMBER 23

RAJYA SABHA by-election for the
seat vacated by the death of LJP
patriarch Ram Vilas Paswan is
seen as an opportunity to further
crystalise the relationship be-
tween the BJP and |D(U), after an
Assembly election that saw
questions being raised over the
BJP’s purported lack of enthusi-
asmin checking Chirag Paswan’s
aggressive attack on the JD(U).

Although the name of
Chirag’s mother Reena Paswan
is doing the rounds, the LJP may
not field her until BJP asks the
party todo so, it is learnt.

In all likelihood, the BJP may
push for its own candidate for
the lone Rajya Sabhaberth. In the
House of 243 members, the NDA
candidate needs support of 122
MLAs to retain the Rajya Sabha

EXPLAINE

BJP chance to show
o LJP notits ‘B-team’

SINCE THE bitterly contested Bihar elections between NDA
constituents JD(U) and LJP, with some questions being
raised on the BJP’s role on the LJP’s rebellion against CM
Nitish Kumar and his party, the saffron party has got its
first opportunity to showcase in the forthcoming Rajya
Sabha bypoll that it has no extra soft corner for the Chirag
Paswan-led outfit. The BJP may use this opportunity to fur-
ther crystalise its relationship with the JD(U) and keep the
LJP guessing for some more time.

seat — the alliance has 125, be-
sides the solitary LJP seat.

The Election Commission of
India has said that the bypoll will
be held on December 14.

Sources in LJP said the party
might not field its candidate until
the BJP gives it a go-ahead. “Since
itisquite unlikely that the JD(U)will

support our candidate, there is lit-
tle chance of us fielding our candi-
date,” a source in the party said.
Asource inJD(U) said there is
no question of the party support-
ingLJPafterit “hurtJD(U)on many
seats” in the recent Assembly
polls. FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

democracy”. “It was pointed out
how the incident is part of
Pakistan’s ongoing terror cam-
paignin &K and thatin2020itself
we have seen200incidents of ter-
rorist violence and neutralisation
of 199 terrorists,” a source said.

The fourmenwere intercepted
andkilled in an early morning en-
counter on November 19 on the
outskirts of Jammu city, by a joint
team of the J&K Police, CRPF and
Army. The police said 11 AK-47 ri-
fles, three pistols, 29 grenades, ex-
plosives and other devices, includ-
ing mobile phones and medicines,
with Pakistani markings, were re-
covered from them, makingitone
of the largest such hauls in recent
years in Jammu.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi had praised security forces
for foiling the "nefarious plot” to
target democracy in J&IK, while on
Saturday the MEA had sum-
moned Pakistan's acting envoy to
lodge a protest.

Prakash Javadekar

Journalismis a
responsibility,
not a tool to
mislead people,
says Javadekar

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 23

“JOURNALISM IS a responsibility,
not a tool to mislead people”,
Union Minister of Information
and Broadcasting Prakash
Javadekar told students of the
Indian Institute of Mass
Communication (IIMC) when he
virtually inaugurated the orienta-
tion programme for the academic
session 2020-21.

The I&B Ministry, which over-
looks the autonomous mass
communicationinstitute, said in
a statement that Javadekar “ad-
vised the media students not to
be trapped in sensational or TRP-
centric journalism and imbibe
the skills of healthy journalism
ensuring that anything good
happening in society should also
become news"”.

Javadekar said the meters in-
stalled in around 50,000 house-
holds that measure television
viewership “cannot measure the
opinion of 22 crore” people and
“we would expand its circumfer-
ence so that we know what the
people watch and what they wish
towatch”.

“The freedom of the press has
value in democracy and it has to
be preserved at any cost. But we
should keepin mind that freedom
comes with responsibility... you
understand both the aspects of
the story, but your reporting
should lead society in the right di-
rection. TRP-centricjournalismis
not good.”

“There is no need for any
dramaor sensationif your story s
based on facts. There are plenty of
constructive stories in society, but
sadly nobody in the media has
time to publish them,” he said.

‘When Cong fares weakly, it’s discussed...when we win, it’s not’

CHHATTISGARH CHIEF Minister
BHUPESH BAGHEL speaks to
MANOJ C G on the state’s fight
against Maoism, its relations with
the Centre and the rumblings
within the Congress. Excerpts:

You had a meeting with
Home Minister Amit Shah
recently. You urged him to
increase employment
opportunities in the Bastar
region to end the Maoist
problem. How are you
tackling the issue? There is
surely a dip in attacks.
Naxalism has not ended. Its
impact s still there. But there has
been a decrease in the number
of incidents.... And some big
Maoist leaders have either been
arrested or killed in encounters...
Atthe same time, there is aneed
to provide job opportunities and

other facilities like road connec-
tivity, electricity, mobile towers,
health and educational facilities
to the people there... There is a
need for more resources and I
brought all those issues to the at-
tention of the Home Minister.
His response was very positive...

You said his response was
positive. But there have been
tensions between the Centre
and Opposition-ruled states
on a number of issues, the
recent being Bills passed by
Congress-ruled states to
negate the Centre’s farm Bills
Problems arise when you try
to curtail rights and powers of
states... They called it agriculture
Bills but brought agriculture
marketing Bills. So it becomes a
central subject. But the farmers
are affected and impacted. So the

Centre should have taken the
states into confidence and dis-
cussed with them... On the
other hand, the CBI has been
continuously misused. And cen-
tral agencies, be it ED, NIA or
Income Tax, are misused in
states where BJPis not in power.

But many non-BJP-ruled
states like Odisha, Andhra
Pradesh or Tamil Nadu did
not oppose. And not just farm
Bills... on many other
issues...It gives an impression
that the opposition by the
Congress is political.

They will also do it tomor-
row, if not today. It is not that
Vidhan Sabha is the only forum
to register a protest..Every state
has different issues and interests.
Look at the Badals... they were
with them... they have left. So

THEEXPRESS
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BHUPESH BAGHEL
CHHATTISGARH CM (CONG)

there have been many instances
when they (the other parties) re-
main silent and at times oppose
and walk out...so they all are also
feeling the pressure... Who is
able to talk openly?

What is your view on plans by
some BJP-ruled states to
bring laws against “love
jihad”? Such laws can have
inter-state ramifications.
[cannot say much unlessIsee
the provisions of these Bills... But
Iwould like to know in which cat-
egory will those BJP leaders and
the children of those BJP leaders
who have married people from
other religions fall. Will they
come in the love jihad category?

Talking about Congress...the
party performed poorly in
Bihar and in Assembly bye-

elections.

People have high expecta-
tions from the Congress. We
won Punjab with a two-third
majority, won Chhattisgarh with
athree-fourth majority, we won
Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan,
Jharkhand, we are in govern-
ment in Maharashtra. In one or
two places, we perform
weakly....but that is discussed
widely but when we win...thatis
not talked about.

Asasenior leader, aformer
state Congress president and
now chief minister, don’t you
feel there are shortcomings in
the Congress?

See, ups and downs are natu-
ral in politics. With time there
will be a change.

FULLINTERVIEW ON
www.indianexpress.com

New Delhi

—— REMEMBERING TARUN GOGOI ——

1936-2020
He will always be remembered for the
development of Assam and especially
towards his efforts to improve law and
order and fighting insurgency in the
state. His passing away marks the end
of an era... condolences to his family,
friends and supporters.

RAM NATH KOVIND, PRESIDENT

Iam saddened by the death Tarun Gogoi ji was a

of former Assam chief popularleaderand a
minister and former Union  Veteranadministrator,who
minister Tarun Gogoi. In his had years of political

long publiclife, he has experience in Assam as
faithfully served the people = WellastheCentre.
ofthe nationand thestate | Anguished by his passing
in various capacities. away. My thoughts are with
VENKAIAH NAIDU, his family and supporters...
VICE PRESIDENT NARENDRA MODI,Pm

Tarun Gogoi was one of the tallest
leaders of the Congress...[ know in
what great regard Indira Gandhi and
Rajiv Gandhi held him... No wonder he
was Assam’s most universally loved and
venerated public figure...

SONIA GANDHI, CONGRESS PRESIDENT

The state has lost a great avery good leader who
leader. He set high moral always worked for the
standards with his selfless betterment of the poor...
service... I feel like having MANMOHAN SINGH,
lost a father... FORMER PM
SARBANANDA
SONOWAL, ASSAMCM The nation and the party
haslost a statesman whose
Tarun Gogoi was an vision and dedication
intensely people’s man, transformed the lives of
focused on progress and millions... His political
enjoyed supportofall...He | journeyistestament to his
rescued Assam from a stature as aleader who
period of darkness and led shaped modern Assam... I
itfor 15 years ensuringa saw him as a mentor and
new phase of development. : teacher and will miss his
HIMANTABISWASARMA, = profound understanding
ASSAM MINISTER and deeply thought out
perspective...
In his death, our country, RAHUL GANDHI,
especially... Assam, haslost | CONGRESSLEADER

Congress hits out
at senior leaders
for speaking out,
Bishnoi slams Azad

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 23

THE CRISIS within the Congress
deepened on Monday with the
party choosing to hit out at “sen-
ior leaders” for speaking out in
public after its poor performance
inBihar and the Assembly bypolls
even as CWC member and
Haryana leader Kuldeep Bishnoi
launched ano holds barred attack
on Leader of the Opposition in
Rajya Sabha, Ghulam Nabi Azad,
accusing him of betraying the
Gandhi family and indulging in a
conspiracy with the opposition
parties to break the party.

Addressing an AICC press con-
ference, Congress spokesperson
Pawan Kherasaid “as regard tothe
comments made by some senior
leaders, I would say as a young
manin the party that these senior
leaders, who we have grown up
learning from, should teach us the
right lesson of not going public
with any of their concerns partic-
ularly when they can just pick up
the phone and talk to anyone.”

“Particularly when they are
members of the CWC..nominated
members of the CWC, particularly
when they have occupied impor-
tant positions of power in the gov-
ernment and in the party... in the
party well nominated
positions...raising such concerns
publicly, Iwould certainly feel that
it needs to be avoided because
there are foraavailable within the
party and these fora are accept-
able to these leaders.”

Senior leaders such as Azad, P
Chidambaram and Kapil Sibal
have spoken out in the last one
week, analysing the party’s defeat
inBiharand Assembly bypollsand
talking about the party's revival.
Azad and Chidambaram are
members of the CWC. It is not
known who Khera was referring
to when he mentioned “nomi-
nated members of the CWC”.

Khera said, “The responsibili-
ties that our colleagues have..each
one of them should just look

Kuldeep Bishnoi,
Ghulam Nabi Azad

within instead of just talking
about the others...just talk about
oneself.” He said it was also con-
demnable that some party lead-
ersareresponding to these senior
leaders in public.

Without naming Azad, who
has demanded party elections at
various levels, Khera said, “I will
not discuss whether the demand
isrightor wrong..but they should
also say what is their view on in-
ternal elections in the Youth
Congress..It can’t be that elections
in one place is wrong and right in
other places.”

In a video posted on his
Twitter account, Bishnoi said
Azad’s comments have troubled
and angered him. “How can such
a senior leader give such an irre-
sponsible statement...Azad saab
is saying that elections should be
held from lower rung to the
top...but he should answer why
did he not say all this when he was
appointed Youth Congress presi-
dent of J&K and president of all
India Youth Congress. Today he is
indulgingina conspiracy withthe
opposition parties to break the
party..we will notlet the conspir-
acy succeed. Whatis your past? In
your whole life...you have won
elections only thrice and you are
advising the party... and you are
talking against the same Gandhi
family who had nominated you to
Rajya Sabha five times...You were
appointed in charge of
Haryana...and you sank the party
there...had any other leader been
incharge..we would have beenin
power in the state.” He also ac-
cused Azad of betraying the
Gandhi family.
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Two months on, passenger and
rack in Punjab

Centre calls farmer
leaders for talks
on December 3

freight trains back ont

RAAKHIJAGGA
LUDHIANA,NOVEMBER 23

TRAIN SERVICES resumed in
Punjab on Monday, with two
freights trains leaving and more
thanadozen others entering the
state, after they were stranded
outside Punjab for nearly two
months. Passenger trains also
started rolling into the state, with
the Una-Himachal Jan Shatabdi
Express crossing Punjab to reach
Chandigarh.

Long-distance passenger
trains that left for Punjab from
other states on Monday will start
making stopovers at stations in
the state beginning Tuesday
morning.

“To start with, two goods
trains have moved out of Punjab
from Jalandhar and Jammu from
Ferozepur Railway Division. One
goods train carrying gypsum
started from Jammu at 2 pm and
went to Lucknow, while another
empty bogie tank wagons for
loading of petroleum products
was sent from Jalandhar to New
Delhi at the same time... Gradually,
trains which were short termi-
nated at Ambala or other stations
have also now started entering
Punjab,” said Rajesh Aggarwal,
Divisional Railway Manager
(DRM), Ferozepur division.

As per the schedule released
by Ambaladivision,40 passenger/
mail express trains which were
short terminated earlier, have
beenrestored fully and willbe ar-
riving/originating from Punjab on

Agra teen held

for ‘threatening’
Adityanath, sent
to juvenile home

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW,NOVEMBER 23

THE LUCKNOW Police on
Monday held a 15-year-old boy
in Agra for allegedly sending a
threatening message to Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath on social media.

The message was sent to the
WhatsApp number of the 112
emergency service of UPPolice on
Saturday. Init, the boy threatened
toblow up the CM, said Gosaiganj
Assistant Commissioner of Police
Archana Singh. It was not clear
why he threatened Adityanath,
she added.

After the message was re-
ceived, a case was filed on vari-
ous charges, including criminal
intimidation, at the Sushant Golf
City police station here. During
the investigation, the police
traced the message to the
teenager in Agra with the help of
its surveillance and cyber teams.

“The boy was brought from
Agra to Lucknow and later pro-
duced before the Juvenile Justice
Board, which sent himto a juve-
nile home,” said Station House
Officer Sachin Kumar Singh.

Infant abandoned
on Meerut roadside

Noida: Aninfant was found aban-
doned in Meerut’s Partapur area
onMonday, three hours after she
was born. Local residents found
her inside three layers of sacks.
Police said the baby was found
after the local people heard faint
cries from the sacks. “Currently,
the infant is stable and is admit-
ted to Pyarelal Hospital. Aninves-
tigating officer has been assigned
tofind her parents,” said Partapur
SHO Satish Kumar. ENS

A goods train passing through Ludhiana. Gurmeet Singh

different dates ranging from
November 23 to November 30 de-
pending upon their schedule.

Aggarwal added: "Gradually
movement of trains will start on
tracks as per their time table."

Talking about passenger train
traffic, G M Singh, DRM (Ambala
Division) said, “Una-Himachal
Jan Shatabdi which was being
short-terminated at Ambala
since October 1 finally arrived at
Chandigarh Monday evening
and moved ahead for Una. It
came from New Delhi.”

He added, “Freight trains
which were stuck behind have
started entering Punjab and soon
more trains will move out of
Punjab as well. This isan ongoing
process. Our internal movement
of engines is also going on.”

Ferozepur Division DRM
said,"Before starting rail services,
government railway police (GRP)

and railway protection force
(RPF)did complete inspection of
all the rail tracks falling in
Ferozepur division in Punjaband
J&K. On the intervening night of
November 22 and 23, GRP and
RPFdid an inspection vialight en-
gineering engines, while during
day time on Monday till noon --
foot to foot inspection was done.
When an okay report was given
to us, freight movement was
started as tracks were lying
empty for the past 2 months."
Meanwhile, Kisan Mazdoor
Sangrash Committee, which is
protesting near arail track outside
Amritsar in Jandiala Guru, said
Monday eveningit will not let pas-
senger trains pass through the
track. Theirlate evening talks with
Punjab government failed on
Monday. However so far, Railways
hasnotannounced any change in
their train running schedule.

HARIKISHAN SHARMA
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 23

WITH THE farmer unions relent-
ing in their stand allowing train
services to resume in Punjab, the
Centre has called them fora sec-
ond round of minister-level talks
on December 3. This was one of
the conditions laid by the farmer
leaders while calling off their 'rail
roko' agitation.

A top official told The Indian
Express, “On behalf of the Central
Government, Food Secretary
Sudhanshu Pandey has invited
the representatives of 32 farm
organisations for the next round
of talks.” Union ministers
Narendra Singh Tomar and
Piyush Goyal will be present at
the meeting.

While the farmers gave up
their demand that they would
only allow goods trains and not
passenger; as atwo-month block-
ade threatened essential supplies,
they have threatened to go ahead
with their plans to "lay siege" to
Delhi on November 26 and 27.

Officials from the Food and
Agriculture Departments of the
Punjab government have also

Jaishankar to visit Bahrain, UAE, Seychelles

SHUBHAJIT ROY
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 23

EXTERNAL AFFAIRS Minister S
Jaishankar will begin his six-day
tour of Bahrain, UAE and
Seychelles on Tuesday - his first
visit after the USbrokered a peace

deal between Israel and UAE and
Bahrain to normalise ties. During
his visit, which concludes on
November 29, Jaishankar will
meet his counterpartsand alsothe
top leadership of these countries.

The Bahrain-Israel agree-
ment is a pact to normalise
diplomatic and other relations

between the two countries.

Jaishankar will visit Bahrain
on November 24-25 and the UAE
on November 25-26.

In the last leg of his tour,
Jaishankar will travel to Seychelles
on November 27-28, where he
will call on the newly elected
President Wavel Ramkalawan.

Farmers want govt to
repeal the new
agriculture laws which,
they claim, will lead to
dismantling of the MSP
regime, a charge denied
by the Centre

been invited for the talks. The
Centre will be represented by
Tomar, the Union Minister for
Agriculture and Farmers’
Welfare, and Goyal, who has
been assigned additional charge
of the Ministry of Consumer
Affairs, Food and Public
Distribution apart from Railways.

Farmers want the govern-
ment to repeal the new agricul-
ture laws which, they claim, will
lead to dismantling of the MSP
regime, a charge denied by the
Centre.

The first round of talks, held
between Tomar, Goyal and the
farmer leaders in Delhi on
November 13, had remained in-
conclusive with both sides refus-
ing to budge from their respec-
tive stands.

Delhi HC clears way for hearing against
2G case acquittals before new bench

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 23

CLEARING THE way for the hear-
ing of the CBI's leave to appeal
against the trial court’s acquittal
of those previously accused in
the alleged 2G scam case, the
Delhi High Court on Monday
held that changes made to the
Prevention of Corruption Act in
2018 -- which the accused had
cited to call the CBI plea infructu-
ous --do not apply to the alleged
offences that took place under
the 1988 anti-corruption law.

Italso settled the issue of lack
of sanction, saying the challenge
is not maintainable as it is be-
yond the scope of Section 378(2)
of the Code of Criminal
Procedure (CrPC).

Justice Brijesh Sethi, who was
hearing the case and is going to

retire on November 30, also re-
leased the matter from his board,
stating that the pleas will be
listed before a new bench.

Dismissing the petitions, the
court said the 2018 amendment
relating to Section 13(1)(d) “does
not reveal any intention to oblit-
erate the earlier law”.

The applicants had sought
relief saying the provision defin-
ing criminal misconduct by a
public servant was deleted by
the 2018 amendment.

The court further held that
the CBI is not bound to disclose
or furnish on record the copy of
any approval, sanction or notes
for filing of appeal. The essence
of Section 378(2) CrPC is the
presentation of appeal to the
High Court and not the preced-
ing steps like the process of for-
mation of the opinion and the
subjective satisfaction of the de-

cision of the government to pres-
ent an appeal, said the court.
The court said it is not sup-
posed to go for the judicial review
of internal decisions of the
Central government’s substan-
tive right to file an appeal. It said
the petition seeking leave to ap-
peal has been filed by the special
public prosecutor, who is duly
authorised todo the same, and is
being conducted by the
Additional Solicitor General, who
is also fully empowered to do so.
The bench said that it will be
inthe interest of justice if the ap-
plications for release of proper-
ties are decided only after hear-
ing arguments in the leave to
appeal. However, itadded thatin
case of inordinate delay in dis-
posal of leave of appeal, the par-
ties would be at liberty to ap-
proach the court for filing of
fresh applications for release of

attached properties.

Former Union telecom min-
ister ARaja, DMK MP Kanimozhi
and others were acquitted in the
case of money laundering and
corruptionin 2017.

Due to closure of physical
courts on account of the pan-
demic, the petitions against the
acquittals in the alleged 2G scam
case had not come up for hear-
ing since March. The ED and CBI
approached the HCin August for
an early hearing in the case on
account of the imminent retire-
ment of Justice Brijesh Sethi,
who had part-heard one of the
appeals in the matter since
October 2019. On September 29,
Justice Sethi allowed the appli-
cation and began hearing on a
day-to-day basis from October 5
but on most dates could only
hear the applications, which
were dismissed on Monday.

In Haryana, IPS officer, two other cops
booked for abetting BJP leader’s suicide

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
CHANDIGARH,NOVEMBER 23

ANIPS officer and two other cops
have been booked on abetment
of suicide charges over death of
Harish Sharma, a former BJP
councillor in Haryana’s Panipat.

On Thursday morning,
Harish allegedly jumped into a
canal in Panipat following which
his friend, Rajesh Sharma, too
jumped in abid to save him. Both
drowned and died.

Harish'’s family alleged that
he was upset for the past few
days since the Panipat police had
registered a criminal case against
him, his daughter, Anjali Sharma
(the incumbent councillor of
Ward No. 3, Panipat), and eight

others for openly selling crack-
ers and misbehaving with police
on Diwali. The family had alleged
that police was pressing for his
arrest on Wednesday night.

On Monday, an FIR was filed
based on a complaint by Harish’s
daughter against the three po-
licemen, including former SP
(Panipat) Manisha Choudhary.
Choudhray is now posted as SSP
(Traffic) in Chandigarh.

The FIR, registered at Model
Town police station in Panipat,
also names then police post in-
charge SI Baljit Malik and ASI
Mabhavir Singh.

Haryana DGP Manoj Yadava
said that the FIR was registered
against three police officers un-
der Section 306 (abetment of sui-
cide)and Section 34 (acts done by

Man pivotal for Ahmedabad Walled
City’s UNESCO heritage tag dies

RITUSHARMA
AHMEDABAD, NOVEMBER 23

ARCHAEOLOGICAL ENGINEER
PK Vasudevan Nair who played
apivotal role in UNESCO’s World
Heritage listing for Ahmedabad'’s
Walled City died of Covid-19
aged 73 on Monday. He was the
head of the Heritage
Department at Ahmedabad
Municipal Corporation (AMC).

Before the 600-year-old
walled city of Ahmedabad was
noticed by the world, Nair
worked on re-building some of
its monuments, especially the
minarets that were destroyed in
the earthquake on January 26,
2001.

With 37 years of experience
in conservation and restoration

PK VASUDEVAN NAIR

1947-2020

of archaeological monuments
and sites in Gujarat, Rajasthan
and the Union territories of
Daman and Diu, Nair retired as
assistant superintending archae-
ological engineer of the
Archaeological Survey of India
(ASI).

One of his noted works was

as project head for the restora-
tion of the Ta Prohm temple ded-
icated to Lord Brahma in the
Angkor Vat temple complex in
Cambodia, carried out in part-
nership with the Indian govern-
ment from 2004-'07.

After retiring from ASI, Nair
joined the AMC in 2007 as an ex-
pertand was the deputy general
manager of the Heritage Depar-
tment. The formal incubation of
the Heritage Cell into a full-
fledged Heritage Department
happened after his joining.

Nair tested positive for Covid-
19 two weeks ago and was ad-
mitted to AMC-run SVP hospital.
He is survived by his wife, son
and a daughter.

His wife, who also got the in-
fection, is still undergoing treat-
ment at the hospital.

several persons in furtherance of
common intention) of the IPC.

The move has led to resent-
ment among the police cadre.

A senior state police officer
told The Indian Express, “This case
comes as another blow to the
police cadre. How can it be an
abetment on part of the police?
There was a criminal offence that
was spotted by two officers who
were allegedly manhandled by
the accused and his supporters.
When the two officers did their
duty as per law, they were
stopped from taking further ac-
tion against the accused.
Particularly, when the police did
notarrest the accused, nor there
were allegations of any custodial
interrogation or torture allega-
tions etc. How canit be called an

abetment on part of the police?"

Despite repeated attempts,
Choudhary was not available for
comments.

Deputy Chief Minister
Dushyant Chautala Monday
called inclusion of the SP's name
inthe FIR “wrong”. He said, "I feel
that including the name of
Superintendent of Police in the
FIR is wrong,. If you are including
district police captain's name in
the FIR, theninclude DGP's name
too. I feel it is wrong.”

Earlier, Haryana's Home
Minister Anil Vij had also consti-
tuted a three-member commit-
tee headed by ADGP Sandeep
Khirwar to probe into the cir-
cumstances and allegations on
the police officials that led to
Sharma’s suicide.

Can’t prosecute Pujari yet:
MEA to Mumbai Police

MOHAMED THAVER
MUMBAI,NOVEMBER 23

A LETTER from the Ministry of
External Affairs (MEA) to the
Mumbai Police last week has cre-
ated a legal hurdle for the latter
that was all set to take gangster
Ravi Pujari's custody this week.

The letter has informed the
Mumbai Police that so far Senegal
- from where Pujari was extra-
dited inMarch 2019 - has granted
permission to only prosecute
Pujari in cases registered against
him by the Karnataka Police.

Clarification is now being
sought from Senegal authorities
regarding cases registered
against the gangster in other
states, including Maharashtra,
Gujarat and Kerala.

A senior Mumbai Police offi-
cer said, "Earlier, we were in-
formed through the MEA that
permission had been given to
prosecute Pujari in around 10
cases registered in Mumbai
against him.”

He added, “However recently
when we sought clarification
again, we received a letter stat-
ing that so far there was permis-
sion to only prosecute him in
some cases registered in
Karnataka as per the extradition
order. We were in the process of
seeking permission regarding
cases in Mumbai.”

The Union government is
now seeking clarification on the
cases in which Pujari can be
prosecuted. The government can
seek permission to try him in

other cases as well.

TRAIN RESTORATION /| HANDLING PLAN

Train No. & Name

Northern Railway has planned restoration of train services in Punjab and
adjoining states in a phased manner as per following details:-

RESTORATION OF MAIL / EXPRESS TRAINS IN PUNJAB AND ADJOINING STATES

Date of Restoration
(from the Originating Station)

03255 Patliputra-Chandigarh Festival Special 25.11.20
03256 Chandigarh-Patliputra Festival Special 26.11.20
05098 Jammu Tawi-Bhagalpur Express 24.11.20
05097 Bhagalpur-Jammu Tawi Express 26.11.20
04656 Firozpur Cantt.-Patna Jn. Festival Special 27.11.20
04655 Patna Jn.-Firozpur Cantt. Festival Special 28.11.20
02331 Howrah Jn.-Jammu Tawi Festival Special 24.11.20
02332 Jammu Tawi-Howrah Jn. Festival Special 26.11.20
04924 Chandigarh-Gorakhpur Festival Special 26.11.20
04923 Gorakhpur-Chandigarh Festival Special 27.11.20
04624 Amritsar-Saharsa Festival Special 24.11.20
04623 Saharsa-Amritsar Festival Special 25.11.20
05251 Darbhanga-Jalandhar City Festival Special 28.11.20
05252 Jalandhar City-Darbhanga Festival Special 29.11.20
09027 Bandra Terminus-Jammu Tawi Festival Special 28.11.20
09028 Jammu Tawi-Bandra Terminus Festival Special 30.11.20
05531 Saharsa-Amritsar Festival Special 29.11.20
05532 Amritsar-Saharsa Festival Special 30.11.20
02587 Gorakhpur-Jammu Tawi Express Restored on 23.11.20
02588 Jammu Tawi-Gorakhpur Express 28.11.20
04612 Shri Mata Vaishno Devi Katra-Varanasi Festival Special 29.11.20
04611 Varanasi-Shri Mata Vaishno Devi Katra Festival Special 01.12.20
02231 Lucknow-Chandigarh Express Restored on 23.11.20
02232 Chandigarh-Lucknow Express 24.11.20
04651 Jaynagar-Amritsar Express 24.11.20
04652 Amritsar-Jaynagar Express 25.11.20
02919 Dr. Ambedkar Nagar-Shri Mata Vaishno Devi Katra Special Restored on 23.11.20
02920 Shri Mata Vaishno Devi Katra-Dr. Ambedkar Nagar Special 25.11.20
01449 Jabalpur-Shri Mata Vaishno Devi Katra Express 24.11.20
01450 Shri Mata Vaishno Devi Katra-Jabalpur Express 25.11.20
09803 Kota-Shri Mata Vaishno Devi Katra Special 28.11.20
09804 Shri Mata Vaishno Devi Katra-Kota Special 29.11.20
02462 Shri Mata Vaishno Devi Katra-New Delhi Express 24.11.20
02461 New Delhi-Shri Mata Vaishno Devi Katra Express 25.11.20

Train No.

TRAINS TO REMAIN CANCELLED TILL FURTHER ADVICE

05211/05212 Darbhanga-Amritsar-Darbhanga Festival Special

Train No.

02422/02421Jammu Tawi-Ajmer-Jammu Tawi Superfast Special

Train No

. 02425/02426 New Delhi-Jammu Tawi-New Delhi Rajdhani Special

Train No.

09805/09806 Kota-Udhampur-Kota Special

Train No.

02054/02053 Amritsar-Haridwar-Amritsar Express

Train No.

02471/02472 Shri Ganganagar-Delhi Jn.-Shri Ganganagar Superfast Special

Train No.

04888/04887 Barmer-Rishikesh-Barmer Special

Train No.

02011/02012 New Delhi-Kalka-New Delhi Shatabdi Express

Train No.

02029/02030 New Delhi-Amritsar-New Delhi Express

Train No

. 09612/09611 Amritsar-Ajmer-Amritsar Special

Train No.

09613/09614 Ajmer-Amritsar-Ajmer Special

Train No.

04519/04520 Delhi Jn.-Bhatinda Jn.-Delhi Jn. Special

Train No

. 04998/04997 Bathinda-Varanasi-Bathinda Express

Train No.

22439/22440 New Delhi-Shri Mata Vaishno Devi Katra-New Delhi Vande Bharat Express

Train No.

04401/04402 New Delhi-Shri Mata Vaishno Devi Katra-New Festival Special

Train No. & Name

PARTIAL CANCELLATION OF SPECIAL TRAINS

Short Terminate at/
Short originate from

Partially Cancelled
between Stations

Date of cancellation
(from the Originating Station)

Jaynagar-Amritsar Express

02926 Amritsar- Amritsar-Ambala

Bandra Terminus Special Exp. from Ambala Cantt. Cantt. 24.11.2020
02716 Sachkhand Express from New Delhi Amritsar-New Delhi 24.11.2020
04650/04674 Amritsar- from Ambala Cantt. Amritsar- 24.11.2020

Ambala Cantt.

Train No. & Name

Short Terminate at/
Short originate from

PARTIAL CANCELLATION OF PARCEL SPECIAL TRAINS

Partially Cancelled
between Stations

Date of cancellation
(from the Originating Station)

00902 Jammu Tawi-Bandra(T)

From Ambala Cantt.

Jammu Tawi-Ambala Cantt.

25.11.2020

TRAINS HANDLING PLAN

The 02903 Mumbai Central-Amritsar Golden Temple Mail will go to its scheduled destination.

The 02925 Bandra Terminmus-Amritsar Special Express will go to its scheduled destination.

The 02715 Nanded-Amritsar Sachkhand Express will go to its scheduled destination.

The 03307 Dhanbad-Firozpur Express will go to its scheduled destination.

The 03308 Firozpur-Dhanbad Express will go to its scheduled destination from 24.11.2020

The 04673 Jaynagar-Amritsar Express will go to its scheduled destination.

The 04674 Amritsar-Jaynagar Express will depart from Amritsar at its scheduled time from 24.11.2020.

The 02057 New Delhi-Una Himachal Janshatabdi Express will go to its scheduled destination.

The 02058 Una Himachal-New Delhi Janshatabdi Express will go to its scheduled destination from 24.11.2020.

The 02237 Varanasi-Jammu Tawi Festival Special will go to its scheduled destination.

The 02238 Jammu Tawi-Varanasi Festival Special will dep. from Jammu Tawi at its scheduled time.

The 02357 Kolkata-Amritsar Special will go to its scheduled destination from 24.11.2020.

The 02358 Amritsar-Kolkata Special will dep. from Amritsar at its scheduled time from 26.11.2020.

The 02025 Nagpur-Amritsar Special will go to its scheduled destination from 28.11.2020.

The 02026 Amritsar-Nagpur Special will dep. from Amritsar at its scheduled time from 30.11.2020.

The 08237 Korba-Amritsar Festival Special will go to its scheduled destination from 24.11.2020.

The 08238 Amritsar-Korba Festival Special will dep. from Amritsar at its scheduled time from 26.11.2020.

The 09717 Jaipur-Daulatpur Chowk Express will go to its scheduled destination.

The 09718 Daulatpur Chowk-Jaipur Express will dep. from Daulatpur Chowk atits scheduled time from 24.11.2020.

The 04131 Prayagraj-Udhampur Superfast Special will go to its scheduled destination from 24.11.2020.

The 04132 Udhampur-Prayagraj Superfast Special will dep. from Udhampur atits scheduled time from 25.11.2020.

The 02355 Patna-Jammu Tawi Festival Special will go to its scheduled destination from 24.11.2020.

The 02356 Jammu Tawi-Patna Festival Special will dep. from Jammu Tawi atits scheduled time from 25.11.20.

The 04654 Amritsar-New Jalpaiguri Karambhoomi Superfast Clone Special will dep. from Amritsar at its
scheduled time from 25.11.2020.

destination from 27.11.2020.

The 04653 New Jalpaiguri-Amritsar Karambhoomi Superfast Clone Special will go to its scheduled

The 05933 Dibrugarh-Amritsar Special will go to its scheduled destination from 24.11.2020.

The 05934 Amritsar-Dibrugarh Special will dep. from Amritsar at its scheduled time from 27.11.2020.

The 02407 New Jalpaiguri-Amritsar Karambhoomi Superfast Spl. will go to its scheduled destination from 25.11.20.

time from 27.11.2020.

The 02408 Amritsar-New Jalpaiguri Karambhoomi Superfast Special will dep. from Amritsar at its scheduled

The 09025 Bandra Terminus-Amritsar Clone Special will go to its scheduled destination.

The 09026 Amritsar-Bandra Terminus Clone Special will dep. from Amritsar atits scheduled time from 25.11.2020.

The 08215 Durg-Jammu Tawi Festival Special will go to its scheduled destination from 25.11.2020.

The 08216 Jammu Tawi-Durg Festival Spl. will dep. from Jammu Tawi at its scheduled time from 27.11.2020.

Security

Helpline
No. 82

Helpline

Integrated

The 00468 Amritsar-Howrah Parcel Express will be rescheduled to depart at 08:00 hrs. on 24.11.2020
instead 0f 16:00 hrs. on 23.11.2020.

Note : For any kind of information passengers are

requested to contact Railway Enquiry No. 139 or visit Indian Railways
website www.enquiry.indianrail.gov.in
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COVID SPIKE

SC seeks status
reports from
states, Centre

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 23

THE SUPREME Court on Monday
called for “immediate steps” to
deal with the spike in Covid-19
cases, and sought status reports
from Delhi, Maharashta, Gujarat
and Assam, as well as the Centre
regarding the action taken to mit-
igate the situation.

“We are of the view that im-
mediate steps are required to be
taken by all the States as well as
by the Union of India”, a Bench
of Justices Ashok Bhushan, R
Subhash Reddy and M R Shah
said, giving the governments
two days to file status reports.

In June, the court had taken
suo motu cognizance of the situ-
ation in government hospitals
and the handling of bodies of
those who had died of Covid-19.
While hearing the matter on
Monday, the Bench expressed
particular concern over the situ-
ation in Delhi and Gujarat.

“Things have worsened in
the last two weeks in Delhi. We
need a status report to under-
stand bottlenecks if any with re-
gard to Covid patients manage-
ment,” Justice Bhushan told
Additional Solicitor General
Sanjay Jain who appeared for the
Government of the NCT of Delhi.

When Jain said the govern-
ment had already filed a report
in compliance with the court’s
earlier directions, Justice
Bhushan said: “The question is
what more efforts are you taking
with the present condition?”

Jain sought to assure the
court that all steps were being
taken, and pointed out that with
the rise in demand for beds in
private hospitals, the govern-
ment had reserved 80 per cent
beds in all 115 private hospitals
in Delhi for Covid-19 patients.

Beds had been reserved in 33 of

these hospitals earlier; a revised
notification had been issued ex-
tending it to all 115, Jain said.

Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta, who appeared for the
Centre, told the Bench that the
Union Home Minister had
taken certain steps to improve
the situation in Delhi, but
added that the NCT needed to
do more.

The court asked Mehtato file

an affidavit on the status of

Covid-19 cases in the country,
and especially in Delhi. It also
asked counsel for Maharashtra
to inform the court about the
steps taken, and assistance, if any
was required, so that remedial
actions can be pursued. The
Bench will hear the matter
again on November 27.

Kumbh: Pilgrims entry to
ghats only after Covid test

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
DEHRADUN,NOVEMBER 23

PILGRIMSWILL be allowed toen-
ter the ghats of Ganga to take the
holy dip during the upcoming
Kumbh Mela in Haridwar only af-
ter a Covid-19 test. Facilities of
antigen testing will be set up at
the entry points in the Kumbh
Mela area.

The decision was taken on
Monday at a meeting called by
Chief Minister Trivendra Singh
Rawat toreview preparations for
the Kumbh Mela — from January
1 to April 30 next year.

At the meeting, Rawat di-
rected officials toissue a detailed
advisory for the pilgrims. He

asked them to make arrange-
ments for registration of visitors
onaportal and antigen testing at
all the entry points. He directed
the officials to ensure that peo-
ple can come for the kumbh snan
(holy dip) only after the Covid-
19 test.

The Chief Minister also asked

them to ensure availability of

masks for the pilgrims with sup-
port of self-help groups, and
make arrangements for health
facilities at all entry points.

The meeting held discussions
to prepare a plan in consultation
with other states to control the
number of pilgrims attending the
Kumbh Mela. Seven million
devotees attended the last
Kumbh Mela in Haridwar in 2010.

Avoid Plastics Save Rain Water

/%3 TIRUCHIRAPPALLI CITY CORPORATION

et Tender Notice No :

Roc.No.E1/83532020(Main) TENDER NOTIFICATION EXTENSION NOTICE ot 20.11.2020
Receipt and submission of tenders as per Tender Notice No.

139/2020-2021 is postponed due to administrative reason as detailed

Create Rain Water Harvesting Structure

139/ 2020-2021

below.

Details Date already notified | Date postponed
Last date for download 24.11.2020 08.12.2020
of Bid documents Upto 15.00 Hours. | Upto 15.00 Hours.
Submission of bids 25.11.2020 09.12.2020
through e-submission Upto 15.00 Hours. | Upto 15.00 Hours.
Tender Opening Date 25.11.2020 09.12.2020
and Time Upto 16.00 Hours. | Upto 16.00 Hours.

DIPR/ 4355 /TENDER/2020

Other terms and Conditions remain unchanged.

Commissioner,
Tiruchirappalli City Corporation

CLASSES WITH CAUTION

Students maintain distancing outside a school in Maharashtra’s Chandrapur district. Express

AS SCHOOLS reopened in about 25 districts
of Maharashtra, approximately five per cent
of the students turned up. As per state
School Education Department guidelines,
50 per cent students have been allowed to

attend a class at one time.

OFFICIALS expect attendance to improve,
but school principals have cited challenges in
ensuring students catch up with studies.
Besides Mumbai, Palghar, and Thane, schools
in Jalgaon, Hingoli, Nanded, Nashik, Dhule,

Nagpur and Parbhani remain shut.

Home Minister Amit Shah
during the launch of mobile
RT-PCR lab, in Delhi. P11

Free tests: Shah
inaugurates
mobile RT-PCR
lab in Delhi

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 23

UNION HOME MINISTER Amit
Shah on Monday inaugurated a
mobile Covid-19 RT-PCR lab at
the Indian Council of Medical
Research (ICMR) in New Delhi.
The mobile lab, which can give a
result within six to eight hours
without any cost to public, has
been jointly launched by
SpiceHealth and the ICMR.

“This testing lab and more
suchlabs, whichare planned tobe
set up, shall help in adding more
capacity to Covid-19 testing... RT-
PCR tests are most decisive and
crucial for Covid-19 testing. These
tests will costRs.499 and the cost
of testing will be borne by the
ICMR. The people of Delhi will not
have to bear any cost. This initia-
tive is a step in making Covid-19
testing affordable and more acces-
sible to the common person,” an
MHA statement said.

The test report would be avail-
able within 6 to 8 hours from the
time of sample collection com-
pared to the average 24 to 48
hours taken by similar test re-

ports, an MHA
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official said.

Karnataka, Himachal Pradesh
schools to stay shut this year

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
BENGALURU, SHIMLA,
NOVEMBER 23

THE KARNATAKA governmenton
Monday ruled out reopening of
schools in the state following ad-
vice of a technical experts’ panel
inview of the Covid-19 situation.
The Himachal Pradesh govern-
ment, on the other hand, reintro-
duced night curfewin four districts
and decided that government
schools and colleges will remain
shuttill the year-end. The decisions
were taken after the state saw a
sharp spike in Covid-19 cases.
Following ameeting with sch-
ool officials, Karnataka Chief
Minister B S Yediyurappa said, “A
meeting was held to consider the
reopening of schools in the current
year. Based on the advice of the
technical experts’committee,ade-
cision has been taken to adopt a
wait-and-watch approach on the

Covid-19 situation till the end of
December before deciding on reo-
peningschools.” The situation will
be reviewed at the end of
December to decide ona possible
date forreopening schoolsin 2021,
hesaid. The state government al-
lowed degree colleges to reopen
on November 17 with precau-
tions in place.

In Himachal, night curfew
from 8 pm to 6 am has been rein-
troduced in Shimla, Mandi,
Kangra and Kullu districts till
December 15. For the next three
weeks, occupancy in buses and
attendance in government of-
fices has been restricted.

On November 2, schools in
the state were allowed to reopen
for students of Classes IX-XII, but
they were shut from November
11 to 25 following a spike in cases.
The state cabinet has now de-
cided that all state-run educa-
tional institutions will remain
closed till December 31.

Maharashtra: Travellers
from Delhi, 3 other states
must show Covid report

VISHWAS WAGHMODE
MUMBAI,NOVEMBER 23

STARTING NOVEMBER 25, people
arrivingin Mumbai and elsewhere
inMaharashtra from Delhi, Rajas-
than, Gujarat and Goa by air and
train must have a negative Covid-
19RT-PCR testreport. The testmu-
sthave been conducted not more
than three days before arrival.
The order has beenissued by
Chief Secretary Sanjay Kumar.
As per the norms, passengers
coming fromairports in Delhi, Raj-
asthan, Gujaratand Goa shall have
anRT-PCR negative test report and
are required to show it on arrival.
Air passengers are required to ha-
ve undergone the test not more
than three days before arrival in
Maharashtra, the guidelines state.
Passengers without a test re-
port will have to undergo the RT-
PCR test at the airport at their

own cost. Airports shall arrange
testing centres.

“Ifthey test positive, they will
be putininstitutional quarantine
as per norms,” said Kumar.

An official said that those
with a Covid negative report can
leave the airport rightaway.
Those without a report will be
allowed to leave after testing.
“They will be contacted if they
test positive, and treated as per
the protocol,” said the official.

Rail passengers coming in
trains originating or halting at sta-
tions in Delhi, Rajasthan, Gujarat
and Goa are required to carry RT-
PCR negative test report. Train pas-
sengersare required to have unde-
rgone the test four days before
arrival in Maharashtra, as per the
norms. Rail passengers withouta
negative report would be
screened for symptoms. Those
who show symptoms will have to
undergo an antigen test.

TRACKING INDIA’S COVID CURVE

8 CASES:
208 91,39,865

DAYSSINCE
PANDEMIC
BEGAN

RECOVERED: 85,62,641
DEATHS:1,33,738

TESTS: 13,25,82,730 | DOUBLING RATE: 153.40%*

ey o ¥ ; A
KEY STATES TOTAL SURGEIN | 7-DAYAVG | DOUBLING
TOWATCH CASES 24HOURS | GROWTH* |  TIME**
B Maharashtra [17,80,208 | 5,753 0.27% | 269.28
mKerala 5,62,695 5,254 1.00% 72.32
m Delhi 5,29,863 6,746 1.26% 5715
mWest Bengal | 4,56,361 3,591 0.80% | 89.80
mHaryana 2,17,300 2,279 1.20% 59.93

* Compounded Daily Growth Rate over last 7 days

**Calculated over 7-day growth
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Deaths as a ratio of
positive cases (in %);
indicator of progress

in averting deaths

CASEFATAUTYRATIO |  POSTIVITYRATE | _DAILYIN,DALLYOUT
7 DAYS EARLIER: 7 DAYS EARLIER: DETECTED TODAY
1.47 7.04 44,059
NOW: NOW: RECOVERED TODAY:

6.89

Positives against
number tested
(in %); indicator of
the spread of disease

Dataas on November 22, released by Union Ministry of Health, ICMR and states. Often daily numbers
include data from previous days. As such, trends based on daily numbers are indicative, not definitive

41,024

Becoming sick vs
recovering; more
recoveries for 14 days
may signal the peak

Foreign secy in Kathmandu on Nov 26-27

SHUBHAJIT ROY
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 23

INWHAT is being seen as arecip-
rocal gesture to Nepal Prime
Minister K P Sharma Oli’s August
15 phone call to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, Foreign Secretary
Harsh Vardhan Shringlais headed
to Kathmandu for the first high-
level diplomatic visit since the
map row erupted in May this year.
While New Delhiis not chang-
ing its stance on the boundary is-
sue, the visit is aimed at bringing
the relationship back on track.
Shringla will be on an official
visitto Nepal on November 26-27,
the Ministry of External Affairs said
in a statement Monday. This will
be the first visit of the Foreign

Secretary to Nepal since he as-
sumed charge.

The statement said the visit is
in keeping with the tradition of
regular high-level exchanges be-
tween the two countries and the
priority India attaches to its rela-
tions with Nepal. The Foreign
Secretary will meet his counter-
partand other dignitariesin Nepal
to discuss cooperation between
the countries, it said.

Sources, however, pointed out
that Shringla’s visit is not to be
conflated with the Foreign Secre-
tary-level talks on the boundary
issue. New Delhi, sources said, has
already made its position clear.

The two sides, sources said,
are going to focus on connectiv-
ity and infrastructure.

The border dispute between

India and Nepal came to the fore
inNovember last year,whenIndia
published the map after Jammu
and Kashmir was bifurcated into
two Union Territories and its spe-
cial status under Article 370 was
revoked. In April, India’s inaugura-
tion of a road from Dharchula to
Lipulekh as part of the Mansarovar
Yatraroute angered the Oligovern-
ment which came out withanew
map of Nepal, adding to it an area
of 370 sq km at the tri-junction of
Nepal, Indiaand China(Tibet)that
India claims asiits territory.

A constitution amendment
Bill was passed by Nepal's parlia-
ment to legitimise the addition of
Kalapani, Lipulekh  and
Limpiyadhura to the new map.

MEA spokesperson Anurag
Srivastava had then said “this arti-

GOVERNMENT OF TAMILNADU - PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
PRE QUALIFICATION & PRICE TENDER (TWO COVER SYSTEM)
TENDER NOTICE NO.14/ 2020-2021/ BCM/ MW/ TRY/ Dated : 23.11.2020
FORM OF CONTRACT : LUMPSUM / ITEM WISE RATE TENDER

For and on behalf of the Governor of Tamilnadu, sealed Tenders are invited from the PWD Registered contractors in the field, for the
following work and the same will be received upto 3.00 PM on the respective date mentioned (column 6) and will be opened on the same day at
3.30 PMin the presence of those tenderers or their representatives who choose to be present :

S, Approx value of EMD Schedule
Name of Work work (Rs. in.Lakhs) (inRs.) available Date Tender Date
2 3 4 5 6
KARUR DISTRICT
Construction of Additional New Building in 27.11.2020 to 28.12.2020
1 Government Hospital at Pallapatti in Karur District Rs617.50 Rs3,18,750% upto 5.45PM 20122020

Note : 1. The evidences on the minimum qualification criteria mentioned in the Pre Qualification Application should be furnished in Cover-I
withoutany omissions at the time of submission of prequalification tender itself. Any Omissionsin this regard will be summarily rejected.

ficial enlargement of claims is not
based on historical fact orevidence
and is not tenable.”

Yet another
stepto
@ reset ties

EXPLAINED

NEPAL PM Oli called up
PM Narendra Modi on the
occasion of Independence
Day. While there was no
reference to the border
dispute, the phone call as-
sumed significance amid
the deterioration in ties
and indicated a willing-
ness to take forward the
conversation. This was
followed by a meeting be-
tween officials in Kathm-
andu to review projects
funded by the Indian gov-
ernment on August 17.
Shringla’s visit is yet an-
other step to reset the ties.

BRIEFLY

Sushila Devi

ODISHA
Governor’s wife
dies at 74,
tributes pourin

Bhubaneswar: Sushila
Devi, wife of Odisha
Governor Prof GaneshiLal,
died at a private hospital
in Bhubaneswar on Sun-
day night. She was 74 and
had tested positive for Co-
vid-19 on November 1
along with the Governor
and four other family me-
mbers. While the others
had been discharged from
the hospital after recovery,
she was suffering from
post-Covid complications
and other comorbidities.

CM Naveen Patnaik expre-
ssed grief and described
her as a warm and pious
person. Union Minister
Pratap Sarangi, too, expre-
ssed condolences. ENS

tenders for supply of material.

WESTERN RAILWAY-AHMEDABAD DIVISION

Tender Advertisement
SMM(DL) SBI on behalf of the President of the India invites following electronic open

Sr. Brief Description

No.| Tender No. of material

Date & time of
E-tender closing

Qty.

-

72-20-5305 Strip Rubber

70 Nos. 10/12/2020, 11.00 hrs

Regarding detailes tender notice containing purchase restrictions and detailed tender
conditions, please visit website www.ireps.gov.in Manual offers will not be considered.

Like us on: I3 facebook.com/WesternRly - Follow us on:[3 twitter.com/WesternRly 2

MADHYA PRADESH
Web series row:
Two Netflix
execs booked

Bhopal: A day after
Madhya Pradesh Home
Minister Narottam
Mishra issued a probe
over a kissing scene at a
temple inaweb series, the
state police on Monday
registered a case against
two Netflix executives for
hurting religious senti-
ments and religious belief.
The case was registered
against Netflix India vice-
president of content
Monica Shergil and direc-
tor of public policies
Ambika Khurana after a
BJP youth leader submit-
ted on Saturday a com-
plaint to Rewa SP Rakesh
Kumar Singh, saying the
scene shown in a A
Suitable Boy, a web series
based on the novel by
Vikram Seth, "promoted
Love Jihad”. ENS

CHHATTISGARH

3 Maoistskilled,
SSB man hurt
inencounter

Raipur: Three Maoists
were shot dead in a gun-
fight with security forces
in Chhattisgarh’s Kanker,
police said. Police have re-
covered an X-95 weapon
looted in 2018 by Maoists
after they ambushed a BSF
party. The three, including
awoman, were members
of People’s Liberation of
Guirella Army companies
and carried a combined
bounty of Rs 18 lakh on
their heads, police said.

Bastar IG P Sundarraj said
SSB and police personnel
were out for combing op-
erations Monday. “Around
8:00am, three bodies we-
rerecovered by us afterex-
change of fire. They have
been identified as PLGA
company number 5 mem-
bers Jyoti, Badru and
Guddu,” hesaid. SSBHead
Constable Aman has sus-

{0 (Current ACCOUHt)— Edl GﬁOQ'HOE"TO '{TI%T-I W 0 1180/ 5. 2. The tender notice & other details can be seen &down\oadedfromthewebsilewww.tntenders.gc!v.in(or)_www.ten_ders.tn.gov.in NEW OKHLAINDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENTAUTHORITY tained minorinjuries_ENs
ﬁﬁm T Superintending Engineer, P.W.D.,
30723557626, IFSC COdC- g_ 3 _145/é0a0-{:ﬁ0%0 Buildings (C & M) Circle, Medical Works, Trichy. e B Gt Mt A o
DIPR 4962 [TENDER2020 ge (€ & 1) Chele MLLUEY L \\V] [ 1= Administrative Building, Sector-6, Noida G.B. Nagar,(U.P) MAHARASHTRA
SBIN000741 3, MICR .NO- /4H0/2020 R0 Lre, gqHg * Website : www.noidaauthorityonline.com o~
ST E g P e AN BN =<y TAMIL NADU WATER SUPPLY AND DRAINAGE BOARD Bharti Singh
E-TENDER NOTICE ’
e fo ";L_Gf TF I FE ) G AN g EE SR # aeey & e aeee| fele INVITATION OF BIDS - TWO COVER - ITEMWAR TENDER SYSTEM
Second call (Short Term Tender) E-Tenders are invited from firms/contractor registered with her hUSband
v fawm % feRa frm 9 wd wfr w0 2000/- g g9 ; ; UPLC Lucknow for the following jobs against which bid can be
. IFB No. F.Sivagangai CWSS /DO | / CW /2020 /Dt : 21.11.2020 9] 9 t d ba||
090 Wﬁ a; th_lﬁ W a; Gﬁo@oao kS8l ®0 590/ 6. g_ Fund Loan under NABARD NIDA (Year 2020-21 to 2022-23) & State Share (under MNP) up:]oadd?d and _samde -ﬁ:la”d be-|ope§ed/ S-anloa?eﬁ tasdper gran €
3 e 5= ey off i fafaer T 146/20210T 0150 i : schedule mentioned. The detail and conditions of all tenders ] o
AR ! . EIRICEE! i Eligibilit Registered Class | Bidders are available on Noida Authority’s official websites : www. Mumbai: Actor Bharti Sin-
SEENaRHd % FEeT § @ A /TH0/2020 T TRV VS, AT & et ’ noidaauthorityonline.com and https://etenders.up.nic.in hand her husband Harsh
T 2 ﬁr{?f‘f feror $-faferer fw0  aavid 220 H0e0 HER-TEER @A | Tender invitee The Chief Engineer, TWAD Board, No.1/1,Sambakulam, Ganesh Nagar, Please ensurg to Sée these Webpsit-e for an ' F:] o g .
Mattuthavani, Madurai - 625007 _ y changes/ Limbachiyaawere granted
EIEx W@? R e g & sfan W R .Eff %yE o 49-50 gh‘. e, 24.11.2020 t007.12.2020 upto 1745 hours amendmentand corrigendum etc. bail by a vmetropohtan
fafsr udh T dek Iusy W | fAfaer # afeirg dheeex sIgea wd 2far F0 50| | Sale of Bid& at Olo the Executive Engineer, TWAD Board, RWS Division, Sivagangai, Si.|Job No. | Name of Work Amount Tender magistrate’s court on Mo-
£ ﬁ . R fift e m @W Place of Sale Tamilnadu by cash or by Demand Draft Rs.1000+ GST in favour of Executive : Publication nday. They were arrested
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CORONAVIRUS DASHBOARD

What will be US caseload
when Biden takes charge?

CUMULATIVE CASES IN THE US BY REOPENING LEVELS
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This chart shows projected cases in the US by January-end 2021, in
four different scenarios. University of Washington at St Louis

TWO MONTHS ahead of Joe Biden’s
scheduled inauguration as US
President, researchers have published a
study modelling the growth of the pan-
demic by then. Based on a forecasting
model developed by researchers the
University of Washington at St Louis,
the study is published in the journal
Scientific Reports.

According to the model, the num-
ber of confirmed Covid-19 cases (12
million on November 23)
is likely to increase to 20
millionby end-January.In
a statement, Washington
University said the same
model had accurately
forecast the rate of Covid-

19 growth over summer

2020. The model was de- PAPER
veloped by researchers C

Meng Liu, Raphael LIP
Thomadsenand Song Yao.

The model accounts
for the fact that people live
in interconnected social networks
rather thaninteracting mostly with ran-
dom groups of strangers. “This allows
the model to forecast that growth will
not continue at exponential rates for
long periods of time, as classic Covid-
19 forecasts predict,” Thomadsen said
on the University website.

The model also accounts for differ-
ent levels of social distancing and their
impact on the spread of Covid-19. The

current social distancing reflectsanap-
proximate 60% return to normalcy, as
compared with the level of social dis-
tancing before the pandemic. Thisis the
scenario that projects 20 million cases
before the end of January 2021. On the
other hand, going back to a 50% return
tonormalcy would likely result in 5 mil-
lion fewer cases by the end of January,
according to the model.

“We could effectively squash out

NEW RESEARCH

of cases are ever diagnosed, meaning
that we will start to hit saturation.
However, more recently, testing has in-
creased,and probably more like 25% of
cases are diagnosed. In that case, total
Covid cases would increase beyond 20
million in the next few months unless
we, as a society, engage in more social
distancing.”

Source: Univ of Washington at St Louis

the Covid growth withina
few weeks if we went
back to the levels of social
distancing we experi-
enced in  April,”
Thomadsen said.
However, the re-
searchers caution that this
islikely a conservative es-
timate due to increased
testing and the upcoming
holidays. According to
Song Yao: “In our model,
we assume that only 10%
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Note: The Nov 22 figure in this graph is based on the government update on Nov 23

INDIATOTAL CASES
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Source: Ministry of Health & Family
Welfare, updated at 11 pmon Nov 23

WORLD TOTAL CASES

Source: Johns Hopkins University,
updated at 11 pmon Nov23
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SIMPLY PUT QUESTION 8 ANSWER

How far from a vaccine now?

AstraZeneca Oxford vaccine trials put efficacy at 62% when two full doses are given, and 90% when first
shot is half a dose. How does it compare to other vaccines, and what does it mean for Covishield in India?

PRABHARAGHAVAN
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 23

SWEDISH-BRITISH company AstraZeneca and
the University of Oxford released information
Monday on the efficacy their coronavirus vac-
cine, AZD1222. In India, a version of this vac-
cine (Covishield)is currently under testing:

What are the findings?

AZD1222's efficacy (its ability to reduce the
occurrence of symptomatic Covid-19in those
vaccinated) varies depending on the combi-
nation of doses administered during the on-
going trials in the UK and Brazil. According to
the interim analysis, AZD1222 was found to
bring down by 90% the number of sympto-
matic Covid-19 cases in those receivinga com-
bination of half a dose of the vaccine followed
by a full dose a month apart. But the efficacy
seemed to drop to 62% when the vaccine was
given as two full doses at least a month apart.

It is significant that a combination of a
lower dose and a higher dose were found to
actually bring about a higher efficacy. This
means that more people can be effectively vac-
cinated using the same limited supply, which
might make the candidate attractive for gov-
ernments targeting a larger population.

What explains the lower efficacy with
two full doses?

Thisis notyet clear. While experts are spec-
ulating about possible reasons, they are wait-
ingonmore data to make aninformed opinion.

“Iwould say that itis possible that a lower
dose exposure initially primes the system
much better, and the second dose takes the
body’s immune response to a much higher
level, but thisis speculative,” said Dr K Srinath
Reddy, President, Public Health Foundation of
India. “Itislikely that, if the firstdoseitselfis so
high that it exhausts the body’s immune re-
sponse, the next dose does not actually elicit
the nature of heightened response required. It
might be like changing the gears too fast when
driving a car — you might heat up the engine,
butit might not necessarily mean speed. That's
apossibility here, but it needs to be explored.

What does this mean for Covishield ?
Covishield, developed by the Serum

Institute of India (SII) using the “master seed”

of AZD1222, is undergoing late-stage human

Astrazeneca
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AstraZeneca-Oxford vaccine is called AZ1222; its Indian version Covishield is
currently undergoing late-stage trials. Reuters

trials in India on 1,600 participants. The trial
aims to study the safety and immunogenicity
(ability to provoke an immune response) of
Covishield when compared with the vaccine
developed by Oxford and AstraZeneca.

According to experts, this is a bridging
study that may help SII launch Covishield in
India by using additional information from the
global trials of AZD1222 to support its appli-
cations to the Indian drug regulator. If the study
proves the two candidates are similar, the effi-
cacy results that Sl gets may also be similar.

Thereisacaveat: itis not clear whether the
Covishield trials have been testing participants
with different dosing regimens the way the
AZD1222 trials are being conducted.

“If they’re using only the full dose-full dose
regimen, it is likely that Covishield may come
out with a similar efficacy readout of around
60%. This would still be enough for them (SII)
toapply forapprovals from the Indian drug reg-
ulator, because its guidelines suggest that avac-
cine has to meet an efficacy of around 30-50%
fora Covid-19vaccine toreceive approval,” said
Massachusetts-based vaccine expert Dr
Davinder Gill. “Right now, a lower efficacy of
60-70% may not be a big issue, because India
doesn’t have a Covid-19 vaccine yet. But,a year
from now, when multiple vaccines have been

approved, thena 15-20% difference in efficacy
will matter,” he said.

How does this vaccine compare to other
candidates on efficacy and cost?

Other vaccines that have announced effi-
cacy information include those by Pfizer-
BioNTech, Moderna with the US National
Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases (NI-
AID)and Russia’s Gamaleya Research Institute
of Epidemiology and Microbiology. None of
the announcements, including AstraZeneca’s,
have been published ina scientific journal and
peer-reviewed, which means more informa-
tion on their data s still yet to be seen.

Pfizer says its vaccine with BioNTech, which
uses mMRNA technology, has an efficacy rate of
around 95%. However, the candidate requires
nearly cryogeniclevels of cold storage — mak-
ing large-scale delivery a challenge in coun-
tries like India. Its pricing, yet to be announced,
is estimated to be more than $19 (over Rs
1,400)adose.

Moderna and NIAID’s vaccine, which also
uses mRNA technology, has an efficacy of
around 94.5%. While it requires deep freezers
of around -20°C, it canalso be stored in refrig-
erated temperatures of around 2°C to 8°C for
up toa month. This vaccine is costly — around

$25 to $37 a dose for different governments —
making it prohibitive for countries like India,
according to experts.

Russia’s Sputnik V vaccine uses a technol-
ogy similar to AZD1222 and Covishield — a
non-replicating viral vector. The Russian Direct
Investment Fund (RDIF) said it had an efficacy
of around 92%. This vaccine is stored at —18°C
inits liquid form and around 2°C to 8°Ciin its
freeze-dried form, which might make it eas-
ierto transport across large geographies. RDIF
has said its cost will be “much lower” than the
Pfizer and Moderna vaccines.

In India, SIl CEO Adar Poonawalla has said
that Covishield, which can also be stored at
temperatures between 2°C and 8°C, will be
priced ataround $3 a dose for the government
and nearly $7-8 for the “general public”.

What questions remain unanswered?

Experts say the biggest question about any
Covid-19vaccineis the uncertainty surround-
ing how long the immune response it gener-
ates will last.

“We still do not know the duration of pro-
tection. We have reasonable information on
efficacy, but it's not complete and not scruti-
nised by the regulators. We also have partial
information on safety, because some of the de-
layed effects of the vaccine are still not known,”
said Dr Srinath Reddy.

How soon can India get this vaccine? Will
everyone get it?

While SII has already begun stockpiling
doses of Covishield —itannounced this month
that it had already manufactured around 40
million doses for India — the firm has also clar-
ified that the vaccine will be limited to priority
groups like frontline workers and the elderly
tostart with. It would likely be available for the
general population by April, according to
Poonawalla.

Last week, he said the firm would apply to
the Drug Controller General in India for emer-
gency use authorisation, likely in December, if
AZD1222 received such approval in the UKand
Europe following positive results.

Whileit is aiming to ramp up monthly pro-
duction from 50-60 million doses to 100 mil-
lion by February, experts like Dr Reddy cau-
tion that access will also depend on aspects
like whether there are enough trained per-
sonnel to administer the vaccine to a larger
population.

Why China’s negative yield bonds are in demand

SANDEEP SINGH&SUNNY VERMA
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 23

LASTWEEK, Chinasold negative-yield debt for
thefirsttime, and thissawahigh demand from
investors across Europe. As yields in Europe are
even lower, there was a huge demand for the
4-billion-euro bonds issued by China. China’s
5-year bond was priced withayield of -0.152%,
and the 10-year and 15-year securities with
positive yields of 0.318% and 0.664%.

Whatare negative-yield bonds?

These are debt instruments that offer to pay
the investor a maturity amount lower than the
purchase price of the bond. These are gener-
ally issued by central banks or governments,
and investors pay interest to the borrower to
keep their money with them.

Why do investors buy them?
Negative-yield bonds attract investments

during times of stress and uncertainty as in-
vestors look to protect their capital from sig-
nificant erosion. At a time when the world is
battling the Covid-19 pandemic and interest
rates in developed markets across Europe are
much lower, investors are looking for relatively
better-yielding debt instruments to safeguard
their interests.

Why is there a huge demand?

The fact that the 10-yearand 15-yearbonds
are offering positive returns is a big attraction
at a time when interest rates in Europe have
dropped significantly. As against minus —0.15%
yield on the 5-year bond issued by China, the
yields offered in safe European bonds are much
lower, between -0.5% and —0.75%.

Also, itisimportant to note that while the
majority of the large economies are facing a
contraction in their GDP for 2020-21, China
is one country that is set to witness positive
growth in these challenging times: its GDP
expanded by 4.9% in the third quarter of 2020.

While Europe, the US and other parts of the
world are facing a second wave of Covid-19
cases, China has demonstrated thatithas con-
trolled the spread of the pandemicand s there-
fore seen as a more stable region. Many feel
that European investors are also looking toin-
crease their exposure in China, and hence there
is a huge demand for these bonds.

What is the key factor driving this
demand?

It is the massive amount of liquidity in-
jected by the global central banks after the
pandemic began that has driven up prices
of various assets including equities, debt and
commodities. Banking industry sources said
many investors could also be temporarily
parking money in negative-yielding govern-
ment debt for the purpose of hedging their
risk portfolio in equities. In case the fresh
wave of the Covid-19 pandemic leads to fur-
ther lockdowns of economies, then there
could be further negative pressure on inter-

est rates, pushing yields down further, and
leading to profits even for investors who put
in money at the current juncture. Global
central banks have injected an estimated
more than $10 trillion of liquidity through
various instruments in the financial system
— which is finding its way into various as-
sets in the economy.

“There is an expectation that the new US
government may impose fresh lockdowns in
the economy as Covid cases are picking up in
various US states and European countries,
whereas China seems relatively safe now from
that perspective. This is expected to lead to
volatility in the financial markets in coming
days, pushing up demand for safety of capital
alongside flowsintoriskassets,” asenior finan-
cial sector analysts said. He said institutional
investors would look at the overall returns af-
ter factoring in the sharp gains from equities
and commodities and discounting the nega-
tive returns on capital being used for the pur-
pose of hedging.

In Team Biden’s recent statements, a sense of US approach to India

SHUBHAJITROY
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 23

ANTONY BLINKEN, US President-elect Joe
Biden'’s closest foreign policy adviser, was on
Monday nominated for Secretary of State, and
Jake Sullivan a National Security Advisor.

Blinken, 58, a former Deputy Secretary of
State under President Barack Obama, began
his career at the State Department during the
Clinton administration. Sullivan, 43, suc-
ceeded Blinken as Vice President Biden’s
National Security Adviser, and served as the
Head of Policy Planning at the State
Department under Hillary Clinton.

Alook through Blinken’s statements in
the last few months gives a sense of his ap-
proach towards India.

High priority relationship

On July 9, Blinken spoke at the Hudson
Institute, Washington DC. “Strengthening and
deepening the relationship with India is go-
ing to be a very high priority. It's usually im-
portant to the future of the Indo-Pacific and
the kind of order that we all want; it’s fair, sta-
ble, and hopefully increasingly democratic
and it’s vital to being able to tackle some of
these big global challenges,” he said.

“By the way, I think this has been over
Republican and Democratic administra-

tions’ success story, going back to the
Clinton administration, the Bush adminis-
tration and then the Obama-Biden admin-
istration,” he said.

BIDEN’S CONTRIBUTION: “During the
Bush administration, then Senator Biden
partnered with that administration to help
get the peaceful nuclear cooperation agree-
ment, the 123 agreement through the United
States Senate, usually important to solidify-
ing our relationship,” Blinken said.

DEFENCE COOPERATION: Blinken
talked about the Obama administration mak-
ing India a “major defence partner”. This ep-
ithet was the first time a US administration
gave anyone outside its traditional partners.
“In our own administration, during the
Obama-Biden administration, there was con-
crete progress across a whole series of initia-
tives and efforts under both Prime Minister
Singh and then under Prime Minister Modi.
There was this defence technology and trade
initiative. The idea there was to kind of
strengthen India’s defence industrial base and
that then paved the way for American and
Indian companies to work together to pro-
duce important technology. We made Indiaa
so-called major defence partner,” Blinken
said.

PARIS PACT: “Having sort of set that foun-
dation and made the relationship stronger,
guess what? We then worked hard to per-

Antony Blinken (left) as Secretary of
State; Jake Sullivan as NSA

suade India that it would be more prosper-
ous and more secure if it’s signed on to the
Paris Climate Agreement. We succeeded.... It
was a challenging effort but Vice President
Biden was one of the leaders of the effort to
convince our partnersin India and they did.I
think that's a reflection, again, of the fact that
we cannot solve common global challenges
withoutIndiaas part of the deal,” Blinken said.

Kashmir & CAA

Blinken flagged concerns on the human
rights situation in Kashmir and the
Citizenship Amendment Act. “Now, we obvi-
ously have challenges now and real concerns,
for example, about some of the actions that
the government has taken particularly in

cracking down on freedom of movement and
freedom of speech in Kashmir, some of the
laws on citizenship but you're always better
engaging with a partner and a vitally impor-
tant one like India, when you can speak
frankly and directly about areas where you
have differences even as you're working to
build greater cooperation and strengthen the
relationship going forward,” Blinken said.

India role in UN

On August 15, Blinken again participated
in a panel discussion on Indo-US ties, and
flagged the issue of UN reforms. "In a Biden
administration, we would be an advocate for
India to play aleading role ininternational in-
stitutions and that includes helping India get
aseat on a United Nations Security Council,”
he said.

China challenge

“We have acommon challenge which has
to deal with an increasingly assertive China
across the board, including its aggression to-
ward India at the Line of Actual Control but
also using its economic might to coerce oth-
ers and reap unfair advantage,” Blinken said.
"I think you'd see Joe Biden as president in-
vesting in ourselves, renewing our democ-
racy, working with our close partners like
India, asserting our values and engaging
China from a position of strength. India has

tobe a key partner in that effort,” he said.

Cross-border terrorism

Blinken also addressed New Delhi’s con-
cern of cross-border terrorism, without nam-
ing Pakistan. "We would work together to
strengthen India’s defence and also [ might
add its capabilities as a counterterrorism part-
ner. On the question of terrorism, specifically,
we have no tolerance for terrorism, in South
Asia or anywhere else: cross-border or oth-
erwise,"” he said.

Biden’s vision 2020

Blinken quoted Biden from 2006 — just
before he was going to take charge as the chair
of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee in
2007-2009 — "My dream is that in 2020, the
two closest nations in the world will be India
and the United States." He said, “We are not
quite there, butit'saterrificvision... Joe Biden
sees the United States in India as natural part-
ners, and that's the vision he would help to
make real as President.”

Sullivan on India

In an interview to The New Yorker in
February 2019, Sullivan was asked about deal-
ing with the Narendra Modi government. He
made the point that the US needs to engage
with the Modi government, balancing
American interests and values.

New Delhi

“I might nitpick a word here or a word
there, but the basic idea that we're going to
deal with the Prime Minister of India, despite
the horrific acts that he had overseen in his
home state when he was the Chief Minister,
[ cannot disagree with that policy decision. [
don’t believe that it was tenable for the
American President to simply say, ‘We ban
him from coming to the US. We don'tlike him
and we will not deal with him.". I don’t think
that's tenable,” Sullivan said.

“Therefore, in my view, the way the
United States should talkabout theseissuesis
tosay not that we perfectly live up to our val-
uesinevery circumstance but thatwe always
work to take them into account in our deci-
sion-making, in a sincere and real way, and
that alone, in my view, for a great power, is
impressive enough. Aslong as we are sincere
and real indoing thatand actually having the
hard conversations internally. How do we
handle this Modi thing? This does bother us.
This is a problem. What is the best balance?
Aslongas thatis baked into the serious, sober
reflection of how best to manage our inter-
estsand values, thenI think American foreign
policy is on the right track. It's when we just
say we're setting that aside because it doesn’t
even matter that I think we start to head
down a dark path, and that’s the path that I
think the Trump Administration has put us
on,” he said.
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BECAUSE THE TRUTH

INVOLVES US ALL

SECULAR’S SCAPEGOAT

By casting AIMIM as saboteur, non-BJP parties seek to avoid
looking in mirror — and acknowledging limits of their politics

IN THE LULL after an important assembly election and before the drumroll for the

next crucial state poll, the rise of a political player is sparking controversy and conster-

nation. The All India Majlis-e-Ittehadul Muslimeen and its leader, Asaduddin Owaisi,

areinthe spotlight after the party won five seats in the Bihar assembly — ithad drawn
a blank in the last Bihar election in 2015, and after Maharashtra, this is only its second no-
table success outside of its backyard in Hyderabad. But the AIMIM is not just drawing atten-
tion for being the new entrant in Bihar, and potentially in West Bengal 2021 and UP 2022 —
though, given the high entry barriers in Indian politics, a new player crossing the electoral
threshold is significant. It is touching off conversation and concern because it is seen as a
“Muslim” party. In the wake of the Bihar outcome, it has been accused of letting down the “sec-
ular” side, by “splitting” the “Muslim vote” thereby denying victory to the R]D-led
Mahagathbandhan, even of being the BJP’s “B-team”. Whether or not electoral data confirms
that the AIMIM made the critical difference between the Mahagathbandhan’s victory and de-
featina close election is not the question. AIMIM'’s Bihar tally and the rumblings it has set off
are laying bare some of the complacencies and conceits of the upholders of “secularism” in
India's polity.

Of course, the rise of an exclusivist Muslim political platform in a country where, since
Independence, Muslims have overwhelmingly reposed their trust and their vote in non-
Muslim leaders who also enjoyed the confidence of the majority community raises impor-
tant questions. But by casting Owaisi in the role of saboteur, secular politics seeks to avoid, once
again, looking in the mirror. The Owaisi phenomenon draws support, in part, from the dis-
tortions and silences of this politics. Its discontents, building for a long while, are shown up
most starkly in these times of BJP dominance. Despite the rhetoric of “sabka saath sabka
vikas”, the Modi-BJP has unsubtly devoted its energies towards a consolidation of the “Hindu
vote”. Non-BJP parties have responded to the majoritarian challenge, however, by playing
the game by the BJP’s rules, taking the “Muslim vote” for granted and doing little beyond to-
kenism when it comes to ensuring representation. At the Centre and in state after state, the
BJP's greatest success has been in remaking the political field, and shifting its centre to the right.
Inthe process, as the nation-wide protests against the discriminatory citizenship law showed,
ithas been left to non-party voices to make visible Muslim fears and anxieties.

Itis not surprising that Owaisi’s party should make headway in this climate. Having said
that, it would be wrong and unfair to see it only as the symptom of a secular malignancy. If
the notion of Muslim voters being an undifferentiated block is deeply reductionist, impos-
ing straitjackets for what a Muslim politics can and cannot say is a denial of agency, and di-
versity. Those who fear the AIMIM’s politics will deepen the communal divide must build a
bridge, counter it politically.

PIECES OF PEACE

PM Imran Khan'’s visit to Afghanistan has drawn attention to the
challenges still to be met to remove mistrust, bring stability

T SAYS A lot about Pakistan-Afghanistan relations that Prime Minister Imran

Khan's visit to Kabul was his first in the two years that he has been in office. Its tim-

ing was clearly linked to the stalled intra-Afghan talks and the transition in the

White House. The visit appeared aimed at sending messages to multiple audi-
ences — to the incoming Biden Administration that Pakistan is sincere about its desire
for peace in Afghanistan; to the government in Kabul that Islamabad is a friend, and is
making its best efforts toward this end; and to the Taliban, who Islamabad claims to have
brought to the table for talks with the US, that they need to stay the course.

The “intra-Afghan” talks in Doha between the Taliban and the delegation of the Afghan
Republic have been stuck for weeks with the two sides unable to agree on an agenda or
a time frame. Both sides will be watching the transition in the White House, and what
changes, if any, President-elect Joe Biden might make to the US policy on Afghanistan.
Meanwhile, on his way out of the White House, President Donald Trump, who cut a deal
with the Taliban without the involvement of the Afghan government for the departure
of foreign militaries from the country, has ordered a further drawdown of troops. This, even
as the Taliban, who have ruled out a ceasefire before reaching an agreement with their
compatriots, step up attacks against civilian and non-civilian targets in Afghanistan.

Imran Khan and Afghan President Ashraf Ghani declared their determination to make
a“leap of faith” to remove mistrust between their two countries. Both sides know that the
Pakistan-Afghanistan relationship is linked to peace in Afghanistan, and vice versa. But
peace-loving Afghans do not trust the Taliban. They know that the generals in Rawalpindi
have influence over the Taliban leadership, and provide patronage and safe haven to them
and others like the Hagqani Network who wreak havoc within Afghanistan. They also
know that for Pakistan, the Taliban are a hedge against the building of a cross-border
Pashtun solidarity, and against the irreconcilable Pakistan-Afghanistan views on the
Durand Line. It cannot have helped that two days before the visit, the Pakistan government
chose to attack India for purportedly using Afghan soil to launch alleged terrorist attacks
in Pakistan, by extension implicating Kabul. Unsurprisingly, the Ghani government has
rejected these allegations outright.

PPUPPY EYES

Turkmenistan’s leader unveils a golden statue of a beloved dog
breed. He is not the first leader to use animals for political ends

SHGABAT, TURKMENISTAN'S CAPITAL, has come a little late to the puppy party.
Since the very beginnings of social media, dog (and cat) videos have ruled the
world wide web — an uncontroversial dose of unadulterated cutenessina po-
larised, often abusive space. But under the animal-loving leadership of President
Gurbanguly Berdimuhamedov, the country has now made quite a splash. Not content with
amere video, Berdimuhamedov unveiled earlier this month a gigantic golden statue of an
Alabay — a shepherd dog breed that is held in high esteem in the country. Under the statue,
an LED screen constantly plays videos of Alabays doing dog-like things, quite endearingly.

Thisis neither the first time Berdimuhamedov, an authoritarian ruler who allegedly sup-
presses press freedom and on whose watch dissidents “disappear”, has tried to woo his coun-
trymen in this manner; nor is he the first of his kind to do so. Adolf Hitler was famously en-
amoured with Blondie,a German Shepherd and Vladimir Putin has Pasha, Verni, Yume, Buffy
and Koni. Verni, in fact, was a birthday gift to Putin from Berdimuhamedov. The puppy;, clearly,
presents the human side of strong men, allowing them to be likeable by association, display-
ing a streak of emotion, while still being intimidating. Donald Trump not having a dog makes
him ararity in this league and among US presidents.

Turkmenistan, like India, has an almost reverential relationship with some animals —
prominently, Alabays and Akhal Teke horses. It may or may not be a coincidence that
Berdimuhamedov has written books about both animals. Perhaps there is a silver lining in
the political manipulation of animals — dogs, horses, elephants, cows and sometimes, avian
fauna, such as peacocks. Maybe they aren’t merely props for the Great Leader who thinks
fundamental human rights are a legal technicality but cannot resist puppy eyes. Or, more
likely, some politicians prefer pliant pets to a critical citizenry.
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Before the cure

to efficacy and access remain

News on Covid vaccine is encouraging. But issues related

SHAHID JAMEEL

AS THE GLOBAL toll of Covid-19 touches 58
million confirmed infections and almost 1.4
million deaths, events of the past week have
infused new optimism about the possibility
of using vaccines to control the pandemic. The
BioNTech-Pfizer vaccine and the one from
Moderna reported about 95 per cent success
inlarge Phase 3 efficacy trials. Though Russia’s
Sputnik V vaccine also claimed 92 per cent in-
terim efficacy, it was largely ignored as the
data was based on only 20 infections — the
BioNTech-Pfizer and Moderna results were
based on 170 and 95 infections, respectively.
Finally, results from the Oxford-AstraZeneca
vaccine Phase 2 trial published in The Lancet
showed robust anti-viral immunity, even in
those over the age of 70. The interim Phase 3
results for this vaccine released on November
23 showed 90 per cent efficacy for a lower
dose and only 62 per cent efficacy for the
higher dose, but still crossed the threshold of
70 per cent overall efficacy.

These results bode well for other vaccines
inthe development pipeline. They tell us that
avaccine based onjustasmall part of the virus,
the Spike Protein, will effectively protect from
infection. It does not matter whether a piece
of ribonucleic acid (RNA) is delivered to hu-
man cells to be “translated” into the Spike
Protein, as in the BioNTech-Pfizer and
Moderna vaccines, or a viral vector is used to
deliver the DNA for this protein into human
cellsasin the Oxford-AstraZenecaand Russian
vaccines. It used to take 10-20 years to develop
and test vaccines in pre-Covid times. But in
less than ayear, there are 164 candidate Covid-
19vaccinesin pre-clinical evaluationand 48 in
clinical evaluation, of which 11 are undergoing
Phase 3 efficacy testing. This requires coordi-
nation at multiple levels — nationally and in-
ternationally, between funders, researchers,
manufacturers, trial managers and regulators
— something that has also happened at great
speed and sets the benchmark for developing
vaccines against future diseases.

But there is also a need for caution. High
levels of safety and efficacy in a large and di-
verse volunteer population are still based on
short-term analyses, without having gone
through either a longer follow-up or the
scrutiny of peer review. For various reasons,
efficacy usually drops when vaccines move
out from controlled conditions of a trial into
the field. One important reason for this is the
inability to maintain cold chains. The
BioNTech-Pfizer vaccine requires ultra-low

Based on various sero-
surveys, India may already
have an estimated 135 to 150
million infections, a majority
of them asymptomatic with
most not even aware of their
status. This brings in the
element of testing for
antibodies before
administering vaccines. This
cost must also be factored
into the cost of vaccination.
The Serum Institute plans to
sell the Oxford-AstraZeneca
vaccine for Rs 225 per dose.
Antibody tests in India are
currently priced in the same
range — this effectively
doubles the cost of
vaccination.

storage temperatures of minus 70-80 degrees
Celsius; that poses a significant storage-trans-
port-delivery challenge. The Moderna vaccine
claims to be stable for up to 30 days in the re-
frigerator at 2-8 degrees Celsius but would still
require shipping and long-term storage in the
freezer at minus 20 degrees Celsius. This
would be a challenge for most countries.
Almost all the Covid-19 vaccines under devel-
opment will face this challenge. The longevity
of protection is another unknown due to the
short duration of follow-up in all trials.
There are also questions of access and eq-
uity. How much vaccine can be produced, for
whom and at what cost? Pfizer has indicated
thatit can supply 50 million doses by the end
of the year and another 1.3 billion doses in
2021. The US government’s Operation Warp
Speed has promised Pfizer $1.95 billion to pro-
vide 100 million doses, which means the com-
pany’s entire capacity for 2020 and another
50 million, possibly in early 2021. Moderna
has said it would increase capacity to make
500million to 1 billion doses from 2021. It re-
ceived development funds from the US gov-
ernment and a $1.5-billion order for 100 mil-
lion doses, which includes 20 million doses by
the end of 2020. Several high-income coun-
tries have pre-booked an estimated 8.8 billion
doses of Covid-19 vaccines, in some cases sev-
eral times of their population size. For exam-
ple, for a 66.8 million population UK has pre-
booked 325 million vaccine doses, including
100 million doses of the Oxford-AstraZeneca
vaccine. For its 25.5 million population
Australia has pre-booked 33.8 million doses.
Where does this leave India with a high
population density and high numbers of in-
fections? Fortunately, India is in a good posi-
tion, largely due to its vaccine manufacturing
capacity — about 3 billion doses of which 1
billion is used domestically and 2 billion ex-
ported. Though there are no agreements to
test or manufacture the Pfizer-BioNTech and
Modernavaccines here, Indiais currently test-
ing three other vaccine candidates - the in-
digenously developed inactivated vaccine,
Covaxin, from a partnership between the
Indian Council of Medical Research and the
Hyderabad-based Bharat Biotech,a DNA vac-
cine from Ahmedabad-based Zydus Cadila,
called ZyCov-D, and the Oxford-AstraZeneca
vaccine manufactured in India by the Pune-
based Serum Institute. Clinical trials on two
viral vector vaccines are also set to start — one
from Russia to be manufactured by

Hyderabad-based Dr. Reddy’s Labs and an-
other developed by Johnson & Johnson to be
manufactured by the Hyderabad-based
Biological E.

The Union Minister for Health and Family
Welfare has stated that India will vaccinate
250 million people by 2021, which would
mean 500 million doses. The prioritisation
should be based on three aims - protect front-
line workers, reduce mortality and control the
pandemic by way of herd immunity. So, the
priority should be healthcare, security and
sanitation workers, the elderly and those with
comorbidities. If 60 per cent coverage is
needed for herd immunity, India will have to
vaccinate about 800 million people, requiring
1.6billion doses. Bharat Biotech has stated that
ithas an annual capacity of 300 million doses
that can be increased to 500 million. The
Serum Institute is estimated to have anannual
capacity of about 800 million doses, of which
50 per cent would be available for India, with
the rest heading to COVAX, the international
alliance that provides vaccine access to low-
and-middle-income countries. With an an-
nual contribution of 400 million doses from
Serum Institute, 300 million from Bharat
Biotech and 100 million from Zydus Cadila,
India would have enough to cover 60 per cent
of the population in two years.

Since avaccine is not expected to offer bet-
ter protection than natural infection, it would
make no sense to vaccinate those already in-
fected — this would waste precious doses.
Based on various sero-surveys, India may al-
ready have an estimated 135 to 150 millionin-
fections, a majority of them asymptomatic
with most not even aware of their status. This
brings in the element of testing for antibodies
before administering vaccines. This cost must
also be factored into the cost of vaccination.
The Serum Institute plans to sell the Oxford-
AstraZeneca vaccine for Rs 225 per dose.
Antibody tests in India are currently priced in
the same range — this effectively doubles the
cost of vaccination. India would need up toRs
22,500 crore to Rs 72,000 crore to vaccinate
250 million to 800 million people. To put this
in perspective, in 2020-21 the Ministry of
Health and Family Welfare received abudget-
ary allocation of Rs 67,112 crore.

While news from the past week is encour-
aging, the devil remains in the details.

The writeris a virologist and director, Trivedi
School of Biosciences, Ashoka University

Bopy OF ART

In life and work, Yukio Mishima sought to reconcile beauty and death

RAMIN JAHANBEGLOO

BY THE time he killed himself by seppuku
(harakiri) at the age of 45 on November 25,
1970, Yukio Mishima had been recognised
athome and abroad as Japan’s greatest post-
war writer. His dramatically staged suicide
was preceded by a speech in which he ad-
dressed Japanese soldiers at the army head-
quarters in Tokyo. Unlike many writers and
poets who took their lives without writing
about it, Mishima had started meditating on
the Japanese suicide ritual as early as the
1950s.

The presence of death can be traced along-
side the idea of beauty in Mishima’s writings.
The cult of the male body, glorified and rein-
forced by the samurai sword, was adominant
symbol in Mishima'’s art. He posed as Saint
Sebastian, the Christian martyr whose body
was pierced by arrows, and played the role of
an army officer who committed seppuku, in
the 1965-film Patriotism.

Thus, for Mishima, suicide was both an aes-
thetic and a heroic action. He considered true
beauty as an erotic and sensual expression of
death. By identifying with his tragic heroes,
Mishima, through his words and deeds, trans-
formed the suicide of the samurai intoa noble
action. However, he approached the act of sui-
cide as the final gesture of a suffering shared
in a brotherhood of warriors, where the indi-
vidual sacrifices himself for the community.

Mishima’s creation of the Tatenokai or the

For Mishima, suicide was
both an aesthetic and a
heroic action. He considered
true beauty as an erotic and
sensual expression of death.
By identifying with his tragic
heroes, Mishima, through
his words and deeds,
transformed the suicide of
the samurai into a noble
action.

Shield Society in 1966, in order to defend the
Emperor of Japan against attacks from the left,
was more a romantic quest for an exemplary
death than a political and military adventure.
Mishima had been planning his suicide for
years — he had trained his body with intensive
physical exercises, including military training
with the Tatenokai. The acute awareness of his
body allowed him to find a harmonious bal-
ance between the power of creativity and
physical strength. For admirers, his suicide can
be considered as the culmination of his life
project, the unification of action and art.
From a man of letters, Mishima became a
man of sword, blurring the line between the
writerand the samurai. For him, the synthesis
between the Japanese philosophy of Bushido
(the way of the warrior) and the Greek ideali-
sation of physical beauty was only possible in
the heroic act of death. His quest for purity
could only be glorified through the act of sep-
pulku. In accordance with his aesthetic vision
of reality, he preferred the dramatic and heroic
death of a beautiful and powerful body to the
slow death of an ageing and sick body.
Mishima delivered his last manuscript to
an hour before his death. In his suicide letter,
Mishima wrote: “Human life is limited, but [
want tolive forever.” He wanted toliveand die
as a man of ideas and a man of action. Death
was amatter of knowing whenand how tore-
nounce life, and seizing that moment.

Mishima believed in the deep wisdom of
the Bushido, which from his point of view, had
been undermined by post-World War [l Japan.
His aesthetic dissent turned into an elitist and
self-valorising spirit, a confrontation with the
passivity and mediocrity of the surrounding
world. The forcefulness of his aesthetic dissent
was reinforced by his alertness to what was
happening around him and to Japanese heroic
values. This is perhaps more noticeable in
Mishima’s book The Sun and the Steel, where
he praises the aesthetic value of the body and
the Greek concept of beauty. His response to
the existential hopelessness and despair in
Japan was to overcome it by the power of
words and body — he transformed himselfinto
amaster of the realms of creativity and physi-
cality.

Mishima maintained a harmonious bal-
ance between beauty and death. He chose to
die in a theatrical manner in order to give
meaning to life in a meaningless world. Many
were repelled by his seppuku, others were
deeply moved. He knew that many will not
understand the true meaning of his death.
Perhaps, he was reminded of what his
favourite philosopher, Friedrich Nietzsche, had
said: “He who hasawhy tolive can bear almost
any how.”

The writer is Noor-York Chair in Islamic
Studies, York University, Toronto.
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UP FARMER STIR

A FARMERS' AGITATION, led by the Lok Dal,
will be launched in Uttar Pradesh from
December 7 to secure higher prices for cane,
paddy and potato. Ram Saran Das, general
secretary of the UP Lok Dal told a press con-
ference in Lucknow that the party had di-
rected all its units in the districts to launch
the agitation, which would include picket-
ing, Dharna, gherao, blockade of roads and
defiance of prohibitary orders to secure a
price of Rs 30/quintal for sugarcane. Das said
that the cane supplies to sugar mills would
be completely stopped until the growers' de-
mands for remunerative prices was con-
ceded. He said farmers were also demand-

ing a price of Rs 150/quintal for paddy and
Rs 125/quintal for potato.

ASSAM TENSION

ASTENSION ESCALATED all over Assam fol-
lowing the proposed state-wide indefinite
non-cooperation movement by state and
central government employees, the block-
ade committee of the AAGP and AASU an-
nounced its decision to intensify squatting
to prevent the movement of jute, bamboo,
timber and cane outside the state. However,
the coordination committee of the All-Assam
Employees Parishad had exempted teachers,
most essential services employees con-
nected with the production and distribution

New Delhi

of foodgrains from the purview of the agita-
tion. The Assam government warned its em-
ployees that abstention from duties in the
name of a "non-cooperation movement"
would be a violation of the terms of service.

CHARLES ON INDIA

PRINCE CHARLES, WHO arrives in Delhi on
November 24 ona 12-day official visit, has said
thatas one of the senior-most members of the
the Commonwealth and a founder of NAM,
India had made a large contribution to world
affaris. He said in a radio and TV interview in
London India’s spiritual and religious iscon-
tribution "perhaps one of the greatest effects
India has on the rest of the world”.
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“The fate of the global economy next

year will rest on how much substantive

progress is made in defeating the pandemic. There is no time to play political

games in the fight against the pandemic.”

— GLOBAL TIMES, CHINA

Time to bridge the Gulf

The Indian establishment must discard outdated perceptions and seize the new
strategic possibilities in the region

BY C RAJA MOHAN

EXTERNAL AFFAIRS MINISTER S Jaishankar’s
visit to Bahrain and the United Arab Emirates
this week is a good moment to reflect on the
structural changes taking place in the Gulfand
the region’s growing influence in the Indian
Ocean. One of the contributions of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s foreign policy over
the last sixand a half years has been to elevate
the Gulf and the Indian Oceanin India’s strate-
gic priorities.

For decades, India’s mercantilism saw the
Gulf as a source of oil and a destination for
labour exports. Delhi’s narrow bureaucratic
approach to the Gulf was incapable of a polit-
ical engagement with the region’s interests.
Although the Gulf kingdoms were eager to
build strong and independent political ties
with Delhi without a reference to Islamabad,
Delhi viewed them through the prism of
Pakistan.

Over the last few years, Delhi’s mercantil-
ism has morphed into a strategic embrace.
Modi’s personal outreach to the Gulf rulers
has helped crack open immense possibilities
for political and strategic cooperation. But
India has barely come to terms with the signif-
icantrise of “Khaleeji” or Gulf capitalism.

The Indian elite has long viewed the Gulf
as a collection of extractive petro-states run
by conservative feudatories. Delhi needs to
get real and recognise the impressive struc-
ture of finance capital built on the massive
accumulation of oil revenues over the last
few decades.

Adam Hanieh, a scholarbased inLondon’s
School of Oriental and African Studies, has de-
veloped the concept of “Khaleeji Capitalism”
by tracking the rise of large conglomerates and
sovereign wealth funds in the Gulf that today
dominate several regional sectors — from
banking and finance to infrastructure and lo-
gistics, from agribusiness and real estate tore-
tail to telecom. The growing financial clout of
the Gulf has also begun to translate into ex-
pansive geopolitical influence in the Middle
East and the Indian Ocean.

During the last six years, India’s perspec-
tives on the Western Indian Ocean too have
changed. Delhi’s traditional focus was riveted
on Mauritius and the large Indian diaspora
there. Modi's visit to Mauritius and Seychelles
in March 2015 saw the articulation of a long-
overdue Indian Ocean policy and an acknowl-
edgement of the strategic significance of the
island states. Since then, South Block has
brought Madagascar and Comoros along with
Mauritius and Seychelles into the Indian
Ocean Division. India also unveiled a maritime
strategic partnership with France, a resident
and influential power in the Western Indian
Ocean.

Earlier this year, Delhi became an observer
at the Indian Ocean Commission — the re-
gional grouping that brings France’sisland ter-
ritory of Reunion together with Comoros,
Madagascar, Mauritius, and Seychelles. India
has also become an observer to the Djibouti
Code of Conduct — a regional framework for
cooperation against piracy between the states
of the Gulf, the Horn of Africa and East Aftica.

During his visit to the Gulf, Jaishankar’s
taskis five-fold. Firstis theimmediate need to
shield India’s interests in the post-pandemic
turbulence that is enveloping the region. The
threat to the region’s economic stability isreal,
and as the Gulf considers cutting back on for-
eign labour, Delhi would want to make sure
its workers in the region are insulated. The
UAE alone hosts nearly three million Indian
expatriates. Delhiis also eager to improve the
working conditions of its large labour force —
close to eight million — in the Gulf.

Second is to focus on the new and long-
term possibilities for economic cooperation
with the Gulf, which s looking at a future be-
yond oil. The Gulf states have embarked on
massive economic diversification and are in-
vesting in a variety of new projects including
renewable energy, higher education, techno-
logical innovation, smart cities, and space
commerce. Delhi must get its businesses to
focus on the range of new opportunities in the
Gulf.

India also needs to tap into the full possi-
bilities of Gulf capital for its own economic de-
velopment. The big gap between the invest-
ments that the Gulfis ready to offer and India’s
ability to absorb needs to be reduced. When
PM Modi travelled to UAE in 2015, Abu Dhabi
committed toinvest $75 billion in India. Delhi
is a long distance away from facilitating that
scale of investments.

Third, the Gulf's financial power is increas-
ingly translating into political influence and
the ability to shape the broader political nar-
rative in the Middle East. The influence has
been manifest in their successful transforma-
tion of the debate on Arab relations with Israel.
Jaishankar will be all ears in the UAE and
Bahrain, which have normalised relations
with Tel Aviv earlier this year and are laying
the basis for a massive economic and techno-
logical engagement with Israel.

Fourth, less noted in India but equally sig-
nificant is the growing ability of the Gulf toin-
fluence regional conflicts from Afghanistan to
Lebanon and from Libya to Somalia. Khaleeji
capital’'s new weight in the Indian Ocean s re-
flected in several ways. The Gulf today deliv-
ers economic and security assistance to
friendly states, builds ports and infrastructure,

Delhi has long seen the Gulf
as the source of extremist
religious ideology that
destabilised the
Subcontinent and beyond.
India now has every reason
to support the Gulf rulers
who are trying to reverse
course and promote political
and social moderation at
home and in the region.

CR Sasikumar

acquires military bases and brokers peace be-
tween warring parties and states.

The UAE currently chairs the Indian Ocean
Rim Association (IORA) and has been eager to
workwith Indiain developing joint infrastruc-
ture projects. Delhi needs to bring scale and
depth to its regional initiatives on connectiv-
ity and security in the Indian Ocean. The UAE
is a natural choice forit.

Fifth, Delhi pays insufficient attention to
the significant reforms unfolding in the Gulf
that seek toreduce the heavy hand of religion
on social life, expand the rights of women,
widenreligious freedoms, promote tolerance,
and develop a national identity that is not tied
exclusively to religion. The UAE has been the
leader in this regard.

Earlier this month, the UAE announced a
series of legal changes that make the Emirates
an attractive destination for foreign workers.
The reforms include the decriminalisation of
alcohol use, permission for cohabitation
among unmarried couples, criminalisation of
honour crimes against women, and the insti-
tution of long-term visas.

These reforms can be seenas aninevitable
consequence of the rise of Khaleeji capitalism
that cannot be sustained in a restrictive reli-
gious framework. Meanwhile, the pandemic
and the shifting global currents have added
unprecedented urgency to reinventing the
Gulf economies.

Delhi has long seen the Gulf as the source
of extremist religious ideology that desta-
bilised the Subcontinent and beyond. India
now has every reason to support the Gulf
rulers who are trying to reverse course and
promote political and social moderation at
home and in the region.

As it seeks to recalibrate India’s ties with
the Gulf, the real challenge for South Block is
to get the rest of the Indian establishment to
discard outdated perceptions of the Gulf and
seize the new strategic possibilities with the
region.

The writer is director, Institute of South
Asian Studies, National University of
Singapore and contributing editor on
international affairs for

The Indian Express

A new green deal

Politics must link climate action to economic and societal progress

HARINI NAGENDRA

IN THE LAST year alone, India has witnessed
an acceleration in the impacts of climate
change. Devastating floods in Assam, Bihar,
Kerala and Mumbai, widespread damage by
cyclones Amphan and Nisarga, locust swarms
and forest fires — these are warning signs that
climate change has already begun to impact
Indian lives and economies. Climate change
isanotoriously difficult challenge to crack. Its
effects are local, but the cause is global, need-
ing all countries to get on board for action.

Itisin this context thatJoseph Biden’s suc-
cess in the US presidential elections is being
celebrated by climate activists across the
world. The US is the world’s second-largest
emitter of carbon dioxide, and a major con-
tributor to global warming. Without their ac-
tive cooperation and commitment, the world
has no hope of being able to make any
progress on climate change.

In December 2015, 196 countries signed
the Paris Agreement on climate change, cur-
rently our best shot to keep the worst effects
of climate change in check. The agreement
commits all countries to keep global warm-
ing within 2 degrees Celsius. Even 2 degrees of
global warming can lead to catastrophic ef-
fects —as the tropical storms, floods, droughts,
forest fires and locust swarms of 2020 tell us.
Inreality, what we need is far more aggressive
action — but the Paris Agreement provides at
least a partial pathway.

Within six months of becoming president

in 2017, Donald Trump announced that the
US would be pulling out of the Paris
Agreement. On 4 November this year, just a
day after the US presidential elections, the US
formally withdrew from the agreement, mak-
ing it the only country to do so.

For the first time in history, in a country
where the climate change agenda has been
dominated by denial, the issue made it to the
national elections, pushed to the forefront by
young climate activists. The Sunrise
Movement, a political movement led by
young Americans, organised across the US to
make climate change one of the defining is-
sues of the 2020 US elections. Middle-school
children, too young to vote, but worried about
their future in a climate-impacted world, held
up signs outside political rallies saying,
“Youths need a Green New Deal”. Sunrise sup-
ports the ambitious Green New Deal that
young Democrats like Alexandria Ocasio-
Cortez, Rashida Tlaib and Ilhan Omar advo-
cate. This differs from Biden’s positionin sev-
eral critical ways. For one, the Green New Deal
has an ambitious goal of making the US car-
bon-neutral by 2030 —emitting only as much
as can be locked up in oceans and forests.
That'sjust 10years away. Biden says thisisim-
possible. He plans to make the US economy
net-zero by 2050, 20 years later than the
Green New Deal targets.

Biden has also announced that he has no
plans to ban fracking on private lands in the

US. Two US states, Pennsylvania and Texas, sit
on top of massive shale fields, which have re-
cently been exploited via fracking to produce
“clean energy” via natural gas. This is one of
the fastest growing job sectors in the US. But
fracking emits methane, whichis aneven more
powerful driver of climate change than carbon
dioxide. Climate activists have called foraban
on fracking, and recent research has shown
that methane leaks from shale fields have had
amajor global impact. Given that this is a po-
litically sensitive issue, Biden has been hesi-
tant to announce any restrictions on fracking.

The young people in the Sunrise move-
ment say his plan is not ambitious enough.
And they are correct. By 2050,a number of ir-
reversible changes in the world’s ecology and
environment will take place. Biodiversity loss
threatens global food security. By 2050, un-
less we do something, most of the world’s
coral reefs will be lost, impacting the ocean
food system. Reversing climate change after
that will not help India’s fisherfolk. Nor will
sucha plansave Indianislands and coastal ar-
eas from going under water — recent projec-
tions indicate that much of Mumbai’s financial
and business core will be underwater by 2050.

Nevertheless, Biden's election provides
significant cause for optimism on climate ac-
tion, not just for the US but for the rest of the
world. His plans for combating climate change
are linked to his other objectives of reviving
the economy and promoting racial justice.

One of the first things he is likely to do after
assuming office is to ensure that the US rejoins
the Paris Agreement, and reinstate a number
of environmental legislation and institutions
that Trump dismantled. He plans to spend five
trillion dollars to combat climate change, cre-
ating millions of “green jobs” in the processin
the renewable energy sector, energy efficiency
and climate resilient infrastructure.
Converting these ideas into action will
prove challenging. The Senate is still in con-
trol of the Republicans, and the fossil fuel lobby
plays a prominent role in shaping political de-
cisions in the US. Biden’s key to success may lie
in the way his campaign has framed climate
change — not as a stand-alone environmental
issue, but one that is linked to the creation of
millions of planet-friendly green jobs in the
automobile industry and renewable energy
sector, in the support of climate-friendly farm-
ing, in the clean-up of polluted air and water
in the country’s poorest and most margin-
alised areas. This, above all, should be the les-
son for India. If we are to tackle climate change,
our political debates and legislative action
must move away from the false rhetoric that
pits environmental action against economic
and societal progress. There are ways to forge
alternative versions of the Green New Deal
that work for India. Our clock s ticking too.

The writer is a professor of sustainability at
Azim Premji University

Verdict most
unfair

Unjust criticism of Su

preme Courtignores its

stellar contributions, undermines public
trust in institutions

ry

. !

BIRENDRA SARAF

apposite to approach them first. This, by no
means, is an indication that the SChas shut
its doors to deserving and meritorious
Article 32 petitions.

No institution is perfect, the Supreme
Courtis nodifferent. Criticismis the hallmark
of athriving democracy, but unfounded and
unrestrained armchair criticismis detrimen-
tal rather than contributive. It demoralises
and destroys institutions. It is this Supreme

DESPITE THE HIGHEST regard I hold for
Pratap BhanuMehta, [ wish to express strong
disagreement with his views expressed in
the article, Their Lordships and Masters' (IE,
November 18). My opposition stems from
notonly the deepest respect I have for the ju-
diciary, but also from an awareness of the
limitations and burdens with which our ju-
diciaryisdispensingjustice.lamalarmed by
the unfounded blanket criticism and find it
anunwise and rash attempt to diminish the
faith of the public in an institution, which is
the strongest pillar on which the edifice of
Indian democracy stands.

Mehta’s term — “judicial barbarism” —is
an extremely unjust and unfair description
of the conduct of the Supreme Court. It im-
pliesacruel, harshand brutal behaviour, de-
void of any culture and civilisation. India
ranks in the top one-third of nations in effi-
ciency of the legal framework to challenge
regulations and injudicial independence. The
Indian judiciary must be hailed for the rapid
strides it has made, bringing positive changes
inevery sphere of the citizens' life. At the cost
of being criticised for over-interference, the
courts have strained to protect the life, lib-
erty and the quality of life of citizens. Any im-
plication that the SCis barbaric displays adis-
regard for the social responsibility that
accompanies freedom of speech.

Mehta draws a parallel to the judicial
crises in Poland, Hungary and Turkey. Such
acomparison is unjustified and unfounded.
In Poland, a legislative proposal aimed to
ban judges from obeying the orders from
their own Supreme Court making them li-
able for prosecution. The situation
prompted the judges of nearly 20 European
countries to join Polish judges and lawyers
inassilent march across Warsaw. In Turkey,
President Erdogan sacked thousands of
judges and prosecutors and replaced them
with government loyalists. By a new law,
most of the 711 judges of the two highest
courts will also be removed. Hungary is
planning to create a government-influ-
enced court system, apart from the ordi-
nary courts, to establish direct political con-
trol over the judiciary. These situations are
not comparable to the Indian scenario and
any allusion to the same is far-fetched.

Critics have also expressed reservations
over a recent statement by Chief Justice S
A Bobde expressing the intent of the SC to
discourage the use of Article 32. This state-
ment is being misread to claim that the
courts are declining to protect the funda-
mental rights. The words of the Chief
Justice of India were clearly intended to dis-
courage frivolous petitions and reduce the
immense backlog in the SC. Justice Bobde
also said since the high courts are equally
suited to deal with suchissues, it would be

Courtthathas sofiercely guarded the funda-
mental right to privacy. This same SC directed
a floor test within 24 hours in Maharashtra
that led to the resignation of Devendra
Fadnavis as chief minister. It upheld liberty
by defending LGBTQ and transgender rights,
ruled in favour of women in the Army, guar-
anteeing them the same terms of employ-
ment as men, and upheld the supremacy of
the RTI Act over the Official Secrets Act. This
SC brought India’s most polarising case to a
peaceful close through its Ayodhya judg-
ment. Tocall suchajudiciary barbaricand, in
a subsequent supporting article (Navroz
Seervai, ‘Giving up the good fight,’ IE,
November 20), describe the judges as “sav-
agely cruel and harsh, shorn of any vestige of
ajudicious temperament” is most imbal-
anced and prejudiced.

India’s overworked judiciary has, despite
all odds and limitations, been an epitome of
afree and independent judiciary worldwide.
Since comparison is being drawn with other
countries, let us be aware that the US
Supreme Court only accepts 100-150 of the
more than 7,000 cases it is asked to review
annually, declining to hear even sensitive
cases like a constitutional challenge to the
California law that prohibited state authori-
ties from assisting federal immigration
agents, which was upheld by the court of ap-
peals. Between 2007-2019, the US SC de-
cided only 991 cases, an average of 76 cases
ayear.In2016-2017,only 92 cases were heard
by the UK SC. A comparison of these num-
bers with the burden on the Indian SCreveals
the unfairness of the criticism that it has not
heard expeditiously some cases perceived
by some as most urgent or going “to the heart
of institutional integrity of democracy”.

The eminent jurist, Upendra Baxi, has put
forth eloquently that the endeavour to judge
our justices “is a socially responsible task
which may notbe performed by indignation
entrepreneurship”. His observation that the
Supreme Court has been able to uphold the
principles of human rights that even the
Constituent Assembly could not guarantee
holds true.

The critics of the Court have displayed an
increasingly disturbing trend — to focus
purely on the negatives and conveniently
brush past any of the accomplishments, re-
ferring to them as isolated instances of relief
or an attempt to create a “veneer” of re-
spectability for the institution. Such caustic
criticism “strips the tree of both caterpillars
and blossoms”. Let us try and strengthenin-
stitutions with balanced and constructive
critique and not slowly nibble at their foun-
dation by constant badgering and berating.
Let us not undermine people’s confidence
and faith in the rule of law.

Thewriter is a senior advocate and Secretary,
Bombay Bar Association

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

IRRATIONAL SOPS

This refers to the article, ‘Paying for poi-
son’(IE,November 23).Itis difficulttolo-
cate the area where the “stubble Burning”
and the “farm subsidies” meet. But it is
beyond doubt that the current farm sub-
sidies end up in the misappropriation of
our limited resources, whether it is fer-
tiliser prices, free electricity or noincome
taxonagri-income. This needsa sensible
stop. When the present government is
single-minded about labour reforms, it
should not be hard for it to rationalise
farm subsidies through the Direct Benefit
Scheme. Good economics is not always
bad politics.

Naval Langa, Ahmedabad

REPRESSIVE LAW

THISREFERS TO the editorial, Tronin vel-
vet' (IE, November 23). The regressive
Kerala ordinance is of a piece with other
archaiclaws, which are often used to con-
strict free speech on social media plat-
forms and to stifle voices of dissent. It
does not augur well for our democracy.
Varun Das, Zirakpur

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, 'Iron in
velvet' (IE, November 23). The opposi-
tion against Section 118-A in the Kerala
Police Act comes from the fact that it
gives unbridled powers to law enforce-
ment agencies to curtail the freedom of
the press and arrested anybody on the
charges of exploiting social media to tar-
get individuals, especially women and
children. People’s right to freedom of ex-
pression can’t be encroached by the
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Kerala government.

SSPaul, Nadia

NAIVE PROPOSAL

This refers to the article, 'A world to win'
(IE,Nov 23).The history of humanity flies
inthe face of the proposed utopian dream
of aworld government. Erstwhile impe-
rial powers in a sense were mini world
governments. As surmised by Emanuel
Kant, human nature is so crooked that
nothingentirely straight can ever be built
outof it. A practical solution may liein ex-
actly the opposite direction. If nations be-
come one-tenth of their size, their poten-
tial for mischief will stand reduced. The
Principality of Monaco will always be
more amenable to reason than China.

H N Bhagwat, Chiplun

New Delhi
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MAN LEAVES $3,000 T1r FOrR A BEER

A customer left a $3,000 tip for a single beer as a restaurant voluntarily closed because of the
Covid-19 pandemic. The man walked in Sunday, ordered the beer and asked for the check, which
came to $7.02, Nighttown owner Brendan Ring wrote on Facebook. Ring said the man wished
him well and told him to share the tip with the four employees who were working brunch service.
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Joshua Wong after his
arrest. Reuters

HONG KONG

Activist Joshua
Wong detained
for2019illegal

assembly

HONG KONG pro-democ-
racy activist Joshua Wong
was remanded in custody
on Monday after pleading
guilty to charges of organ-
isingand inciting an unau-
thorised assembly nearthe
police headquartersduring
last year’s anti-govern-
ment protests. Wong, who
wasjust 17 years old when
he became the face of the
2014 student-led Umbrella
Movement democracy
protests, faces amaximum
three-year jail term. The
sentence will be delivered
by Dec2 at2.30 pm. Before
being taken away, Wong
shouted “Everyone hangin
there! Addoil” inthe court-
room, using a Cantonese
expression of encourage-
ment often used at
protests. REUTERS

PAKISTAN
Paktoclose
educational

institutionsagain
ALITTLE over two months
after students across
Pakistan returned to
classes, authorities on
Monday decided tocloseall
educational institutions
again from November 26 to
January 10 to contain the
Covid-19 pandemic that
has claimed nearly 7,700
lives and infected over 3.7
lakh people in the country.
Thedecisionwas takenata
meeting of Pakistan’s edu-
cation ministers. Federal
Education Minister Shafqat
Mahmood chaired the
meeting of ministers of all
four provinces. PTI

MEXICO

President denies
hemadedeal
with US forretum

of former minister

MEXICAN  PRESIDENT
Andres Manuel Lopez
Obradoron Monday denied
that Mexico had agreed to
capture a cartel leader for
the United Statesinorderto
secure the return of ex-de-
fense minister Salvador
Cienfuegos from US cus-
tody. Reuters reported last
week that Mexico agreed
with US Attorney General
WilliamBarrtoseek thear-
restof a high-level Mexican
drug cartel leader as part of
a deal to get US drug traf-
ficking charges against
Cienfuegos dropped. “There
is no deal in the shadows,”
Lopez Obrador said.
REUTERS

ANTONY BLINKEN TO BE NOMINATED FOR U.S. SECRETARY OF STATE

Biden picks first woman to lead intel,
first Latino to run Homeland Security flies to Saudi, meets

Crown Prince: reports

Saudis deny, but Israeli Cabinet minister hails meeting

MICHAEL CROWLEY
WASHINGTON, NOVEMBER 23

US PRESIDENT-ELECT Joe Biden
plans to name several top na-
tional security picks Tuesday, his
transition office said, including
the first Latino to lead the
Department of Homeland
Security, the first woman to head
the intelligence community and
aformer secretary of state, John
Kerry, to be his climate czar.

At an event in Wilmington,
Delaware, Biden will announce
plans to nominate Alejandro
Mayorkas to be his secretary of the
Department of Homeland
Security, his transition office said,
and Avril Haines to be his director
of national intelligence. He in-
tends to name Kerry as a special
presidential envoy onclimate. The
transition office also confirmed re-
ports Sunday night that Biden will
nominate Antony J. Blinken to be
secretary of state and Jake Sullivan
as national security adviser.

Biden will also nominate
Linda Thomas-Greenfield to be
ambassador to the United
Nations and restore the job to
Cabinet-level status, giving
Thomas-Greenfield, an African
American woman, a seat on his
National Security Council. Kerry
will also be given a seat on the
council, although his jobis nota
Cabinet position and does not re-
quire Senate confirmation.

The emerging team reunites
agroup of former senior officials
from the Obama administration,
most of whom worked closely
together at the State Department
and the White House and in sev-
eral cases have close ties to Biden
dating back years. They are well

BIDEN NOMINEES FOR KEY ROLES
Antony Jake Sullivan
Blinken b National
Secretary of Security
State Adviser
Alejandro Avril Haines
Mayorkas = Director of
Secretary of National
Homeland Security Intelligence
Linda Thomas- John Kerry
Greenfield Special
US Ambassador o Presidential
tothe UN Envoy for Climate

known to foreign diplomats
around the world and share a be-
lief in the core principles of the
Democratic foreign policy estab-
lishment — international coop-
eration, strong US alliances and
leadership but a wariness of for-
eigninterventions after the wars
inIraq and Afghanistan.

The racial and gender mix
also reflects Biden’s stated
commitment to diversity,
which has lagged behind noto-
riously in the worlds of foreign
policy and national security,
where white men are dispro-
portionately represented.

The slate of picks also
showed Biden’s determination
to push forward with setting up
his administration despite
President Donald Trump’s con-
tinuing refusal to concede or as-
sist him, even as a small but
growing number of Republicans
lawmakers and supporters of
the president are calling for a for-
mal transition to begin.

If confirmed, Mayorkas, who
served as deputy Homeland

China worries about
potential instability in
Afghanistan after US
pulls out more troops

KJMVARMA
BEIJING, NOVEMBER 23

AWARY China on Monday urged
the UStowithdraw its troops from
Afghanistaninan “orderly and re-
sponsible manner” amid increas-
ing concern here that the war-torn
country, which shares borders
with the volatile Xinjiang province,
could become a breeding ground
for Uighur militants.

Chinese Foreign Ministry
spokesman Zhao Lijian’s re-
marks came after acting US
Defence Secretary Christopher
Miller last week said that the US
would cut its military presence
in Afghanistan to 2,500 troops
from 4,500 by January 15.

Observers say the US’ plan to
speed up the withdrawal of more
troops may have troubling conse-
quences for China as Washington’s
withdrawal also coincides withits
move toliftthe ban on the militant
group — the East Turkestan Islamic
Movement (ETIM).

China accuses the ETIM of
being responsible for numerous
violent attacks in Xinjiang
province and outside, including
one at Forbidden City in Beijing,
killing several people.

According to Nishank
Motwani, deputy director at
Kabul-based think tank the

Zhao Lijian, a Chinese Foreign
Ministry spokesperson, said
Beijing hopes the US withdra-
walwill be inan “orderly and
responsible manner”

Afghanistan Research and
Evaluation Unit, the US troop pull-
out will exacerbate a “power and
military-security vacuum”.

The gap could be filled by ter-
rorist groups and Taliban funda-
mentalists angered by China’sre-
pressive policies towards ethnic
Muslim minorities in Xinjiang,
Motwani told the Hong Kong-
based South China Morning Post.

Motwani said: “If
Afghanistan spirals out of con-
trol in terms of security, the
spillover effects of that conflict
would be feltin China.” Headded
that while ETIM was at present
“severely constrained” in its abil-
ity to attack China, this could
changeif Talibanincreasedits con-
trol over Afghanistan. PTI

Security secretary from 2013 to
2016, would be the first Latino to
run the department charged with
implementing and managing the
nation’s immigration policies.

In Blinken, 58, Biden chose a
confidant of more than 20 years
who served as his top aide on the
Senate Foreign Relations
Committee before joining his
vice-presidential staff, where he
served as Biden’s national secu-
rity adviser, then principal
deputy national security adviser
to Obama and then deputy sec-
retary of state from 2015 to 2017.

Blinken is widely viewed as
a pragmatic centrist on foreign
policy who, like Biden, has sup-
ported past US interventions and
believes that the United States
must play a central leadership
role in the world. Biden likely cal-
culated that the soft-spoken
Blinken, whois well regarded by
many Republicans, will face a
less difficult Senate confirmation
fight than another top con-
tender, former national security
adviser Susan Rice. NYT

US admiral visits
Taiwan, says
report; Beijing
VOWS response

REUTERS
BEIJING/MANILA, NOV 23

CHINA WILL respond to the re-
ported visit of a US Navy admi-
ral to Taiwan and firmly opposes
any military relations between
Taipei and Washington, the
Chinese Foreign Ministry said on
Monday as a senior US official
praised their ties with Taipei.

A two-star Navy admiral
overseeing US military intelli-
gence in the Asia-Pacific region
has made an unannounced visit
to Taiwan, two sources told
Reuters on Sunday. Neither
Taiwan nor the United States has
officially confirmed the trip.

The Trump administration
has ramped up support for
Taiwan, including with new
arms sales, alarming China,
which views the democratic is-
land as one of its provinces with
no right to state-to-state ties.

Foreign Ministry spokesman
Zhao Lijian said China “resolutely
opposes” any form of exchanges
between US and Taiwanese offi-
cials or the two having military
relations.

China urges the United States
to fully recognise the extreme
sensitivity of the Taiwan issue,
Zhao told a news briefing.

“The Chinese side will, ac-
cording to how the situation de-
velops, make a legitimate and
necessary response,” he said,
without elaborating.

10-YEAR-OLDS AMONG THOSE ACCUSED OF ‘DEFENDING TERRORISM’

France’s dragnet for extremists sweeps up some schoolchildren, too

NORIMITSU ONISHI &
CONSTANT MEHEUT
ALBERTVILLE, NOVEMBER 23

ARMED WITH assault rifles and
wearing balaclavas, dozens of
police officers raided four apart-
ments recently in a sprawling
complex in Albertville, a city in
the French Alps. They confis-
cated computers and cellphones,
searched under mattresses and
inside drawers, and took photos
of books and wall ornaments
with Quranic verses.

Before the stunned families,
the officers escorted away four
suspects for “defending terrorism”.

“That’s impossible,” Aysegul

Polat recalled telling an officer
who left with her son. “This child
is 10yearsold.”

Her son — along with two
other boys and one girl, all 10
years old — was accused of de-
fending terrorismin a classroom
discussion on freedom of ex-
pression at alocal public school.
Officers held the children in cus-
tody for about 10 hours at police
stations while interrogating their
parents about the families’ reli-
gious practices and the recent re-
publication of the caricatures of
the Prophet Muhammad in the
magazine Charlie Hebdo.

The fifth grade classmates are
among at least 14 children and
teenagers investigated by police in

recent weeks on accusations of
making inappropriate comments
during a commemoration for a
teacher who was beheaded last
monthafter showing the cartoons
inaclasson freedom of expression.

AsFrance grapples withawave
of Islamic attacks following the re-
publication of the Charlie Hebdo
caricatures, the case in Albertville
and similar ones elsewhere have
again raised questions about the
nature of the government’s re-
sponse. It has already been criti-
cised, inside and outside France,
for actions and statements that
have risked conflating ordinary
French Muslims with people ac-
cused of extremism.

President Emmanuel Macron

Trump campaign
distances itself
from firebrand
attorney Powell

ERICTUCKER
WASHINGTON, NOVEMBER 23

In afirst, Israeli PM

DAN WILLIAMS
JERUSALEM,NOVEMBER 23

PERHAPS SIDNEY Powell has
gone too far for even Rudy
Giuliani this time.

The Trump campaign’s legal
team moved to distance itself
Sunday from the firebrand con-
servative attorney after a tumul-
tuous several days in which
Powell made multiple incorrect
statements about the voting
process, unspooled unsupported
and complex conspiracy theories
and vowed to “blow up” Georgia
with a “biblical” court filing.

“Sidney Powell is practising
law on her own. She is not a
member of the Trump Legal
Team. She is also not a lawyer for
the President in his personal ca-
pacity,” Giuliani and another
lawyer for Trump, Jenna Ellis,
said in a statement. Powell did
notimmediately return an email
seeking comment.

The statement hints at further
tumult for alegal team that has lost
case after case in contested states
as it works to overturn the results
of the Nov. 3 election. Law firms
have withdrawn from cases, and
in the latest blow, a federal judge
dismissed on Saturday night the
campaign’s effort toblock the cer-
tification of votes in Pennsylvania
inaruling thatdescribed the argu-
ments as “strained” and “unsup-
ported by evidence.” AP

PRIME MINISTER Benjamin
Netanyahu of Israel met the
Saudi Crown Prince in Saudi
Arabia, Israeli media and a
Cabinet minister said on Monday,
in what would be the first pub-
licly confirmed visit there by an
Israeli leader as the countries
close ranks against Iran.

Earlier, Israel’s Army Radio
and Kan Radio both reported
that Netanyahu had secretly
flown on Sunday to the Saudi
Red Sea town of Neom for talks
with Crown Prince Mohammed
bin Salman and US Secretary of
State Mike Pompeo.

Reports of the meeting be-
tween the crown prince and
Netanyahu were denied by Saudi
Arabia’s foreign minister, Prince
Faisal bin Farhan Al Saud.

Saudi Arabia has traditionally
championed the Palestinian
cause and shunned all official
contacts with Israel.

Netanyahu, speaking publicly
after the Saudi denial, was circum-
spectabout any clandestine travel.

Asked at a meeting of his
right-wing Likud faction about
aSaudi visit, Netanyahu replied:
“Are you serious? Friends,
throughout my years I have
never commented on such
things and I don’t intend to start
doing so now.”

Saudi Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman and
Israeli PM Benjamin
Netanyahu. Reuters file

Spokesmen for Pompeo de-
clined comment.

Israeli Defence Minister Benny
Gantz, in a speech, condemned
“the irresponsible leak of the se-
cret flight to Saudi Arabia”.

Education Minister Yoav
Gallant,amember of Netanyahu'’s
security Cabinet and Likud party,
confirmed the Saudi meeting had
taken place, describing it as an
“amazing achievement”.

“The very fact the meeting
happened, and was outed pub-
licly, even if half-officially right
now, is a matter of great impor-
tance,” Gallant told Army Radio.

The Saudi government’s me-
dia office did not respond to
Reuters queries on the issue.

AsTrump's term winds down,
Pompeo has been trying to coax
Saudi Arabia, the Gulf power-
house, to follow its neighbours,
the United Arab Emirates and

Former French President Nicolas Sarkozy arrives to attend his trial on charges of corruption
and influence peddling, at a Paris courthouse on Monday. Reuters

An heiress, a judge and a job:
Sarkozy goes on trial for graft

RICHARD LOUGH
PARIS,NOVEMBER 23

FORMER FRENCH president
Nicolas Sarkozy goes on trial on
Monday accused of trying to
bribe a judge and of influence-
peddling, one of several criminal
investigations that threaten to
castanignominious pall over his
decades-long political career.
Prosecutors allege Sarkozy
offered to secure a plum job in
Monaco for judge Gilbert Azibert
in return for confidential infor-
mation about an inquiry into
claims that Sarkozy had ac-
cepted illegal payments from

Emira Yildirim, 10, with her mother. Emira was one of four
children questioned by the police in Albertville, France, this
month on suspicion of “defending terrorism”. NYT

has fiercely rejected this criticism,
blaming some Muslim and
Western nations for failing to un-
derstand France’s deep-rooted

secularism, known aslaicité.Inan
interview with a media columnist
for The New York Times, Macron
complained about what he saw as

The former French
president is accused of
influence-peddling and
trying to bribe ajudge

L'Oreal  heiress Liliane
Bettencourt for his 2007 presi-
dential campaign.

Sarkozy, who led France from
2007-2012 and has remained in-
fluentialamong conservatives, has
denied any wrongdoing in all the
investigations against him and
fought to have the cases dismissed.

Investigators had from 2013
been wiretapping conversations

the world’s lack of support for
France amid recent attacks and ac-
cused the American news media,
including the Times, of “legitimis-
ing this violence”.

The incidents in Albertville
and elsewhere underscored the
breadth of the government’s
strong security response to the at-
tacks, which hasextended into the
classroom and has drawn the crit-
icism of organisations like the
Human Rights League, one of the
nation’s oldest rights groups.
Calling the response dispropor-
tionate, the group asked, “Do chil-
drenstill have the right to speak?”

While the four children in
Albertville are now backin school,
the experience hasleft them trau-

New Delhi

between Sarkozy and his lawyer
Thierry Herzog as they delved
into allegations of Libyan financ-
ingin Sarkozy’s 2007 campaign.
Asthey did, they learned that
Sarkozy and his lawyer were
communicating using mobile
phones registered under false
names. Sarkozy’s phone was
registered to a Paul Bismuth.
Prosecutors have said the
wiretaps revealed that Sarkozy
and Herzog had on multiple oc-
casions discussed contacting
Azibert,amagistrate at the Cour
de Cassation, France’s top ap-
peals court for criminal cases,
and well-informed on the
Bettencourt inquiry. REUTERS

matised, parents said. The chil-
dren are expected tofollow aned-
ucational programme under the
Justice Ministry’s youth protection
division. One of the boys, Sohib
Harid, wet himself in his sleep af-
ter the raid and said he was now
afraid to talkin school. “If T talk,”
he said, “there will be the police.”

The children and teenagers
gotinto trouble for speaking dur-
ing classroom commemorations
and discussions of Samuel Paty,
the middle school teacher who
was beheaded last month in a
crime that shocked France and
reopened the psychological
wounds of attacks by Islamic ter-
rorists that have left more than
250 dead in recent years.

Worries over
Iran after
@ Biden’swin

EXPLAINED

WHILE ISRAEL and Saudi
Arabia have not officially nor-
malised ties, they both share
adeep distrust of Iran. Trump
has had good relationships
with both MbS and
Netanyahu, and has also been
very antagonistic towards
Iran, pulling out of the 2015
nuclear deal and reimposing
crippling sanctions. But with
Biden'’s election win, it is ex-
pected that he may consider
re-entering the Iran deal,
which was signed when he
was US vice-president. Israel
and the Saudis fear that this
could strengthen Iran, and
the leaders’ reported meeting
may signal closer cooperation
between the two regional
heavyweights amid uncer-
tainty over future US policy
towards both their countries
aswell as Tehran.

Bahrain, in establishing formal
diplomatic relations with Israel.
As well as wanting to contain
Iran, Trump and Pompeo are
also concerned about a possible
review of US policies in the re-
gion by the incoming Joe Biden
administration. REUTERS

Two killed in
stabbings at
Baptist church
in California
YONETTE JOSEPH

& YAN ZHUANG
NOVEMBER 23

TWO PEOPLE were stabbed to
death and others injured on
Sunday night at a church in San
Jose, California, police said.

There were “multiple stab-
bing victims,” police said in a
post on Twitter. No services were
being held at the time of the at-
tack at Grace Baptist Church,
which was first reported at 7:53
p.m., reports said. The police
added that “unhoused individu-
als” had been taken to the church
to get them out of the cold.

The churchis near the campus
of San Jose State University, ac-
cording to local news reports. It
runs a winter shelter program to
gethomeless people shelter when
the temperature drops, and
houses up to 50 menand women
atatime,according toits website.

The program usually runs
from January to April but was ex-
tended this year to help people
during the coronavirus pandemic,
the website said. It is unclear
whether this is the same pro-
gramme referred to by the police.

The city’s mayor, Sam
Liccardo, initially said on Twitter
that a suspect was arrested, be-
fore deleting the post. The police
later said they had made no ar-
rests, and would release a state-
ment later. NYT

In one classroom discussion,
the teacher asked the pupils
whether he, too, could be be-
headed if he showed carica-
tures of Prophet Muhammad,
according to interviews with
two of the children, four moth-
ers and two fathers.

Emira Yildirim, one of the
children, said she had ex-
pressed regret for the slain
teacher, but added that “if he
had not shown the caricatures,
it wouldn’t have happened”.

The parents said that their
children’s remarks contained
no threat, but simply did not fit
with what education officials
wanted to hear in the current
politicised climate. NYT
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BUSINESSES FACING A RESET IN EXISTING PRACTICES: NIRMALA SITHARAMAN

Reform momentum to continue, more
active steps being takenup, says FM

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 23

FINANCE MINISTER Nirmala
Sitharaman said on Monday the
government will continue the mo-
mentum on economic reforms
that has gathered pace during the
times of the Covid-19 pandemic.
She said the financial sector is be-
ing professionalised and the gov-
ernmentwill continue with disin-
vestment agenda.

“Even at the time (of) COVID
pandemic, the Prime Minister has
not lost an opportunity to take
deep reforms, to undertake those
kinds of reforms which have not
seen the light of the day over the
decades...The momentum forre-
form shall continue. Several more
active reform-related steps are be-
ing taken up,” she said while ad-
dressing the National MNCs con-
ference organised by industry

chamber Confederation of Indian
Industry (CII).

The National Infrastructure
Pipeline, announced by the gov-
ernment, has attracted attention
of large global sovereign wealth
funds, whowould also get tax con-
cession on their investments. The
incentive applies toincome earned
as dividend, interest or as long-
term capital gains onlong termin-
vestments in a company carrying
on the business of infrastructure
development.

Sitharaman said the govern-
ment, as part of the Atmanirbhar
Bharat initiative, encouraging the
setting up of dedicated special
manufacturing zones for the pro-
duction of pharma, medical de-
vicesand APIsinseveral states. The
government would continue its
focus on disinvestment and pri-
vatisation. “Disinvestment agenda
continues. We shall go with
greater momentumin getting pri-

Assuring
@ investors

EXPLAINED

LEADING GLOBALin-
vestors have expressed
interest in bringing long-
term capital into India,
especially in the infra-
structure sector. The
Finance Minister assured
investors that continued
reforms push along with
taxincentives make
India an attractive
investment destination.

vatisation—that which has been
cleared by the Cabinet — to go for-
ward,” she said.

The government has seta tar-
getof Rs 2.1 lakh crore of receipts
through disinvestments, includ-

Apple contract manufacturer Pegatron
okays 1,100 cr investment for India unit

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 23

APPLE’'S CONTRACT manufac-
turer Pegatron Corporation’s
board of directors has approved
an investment of
Rs 1099.8 crore in India through
its wholly-owned subsidiary
Pegatron Technology India
Private, the filings made by the
company with the Taiwan
Stock Exchange showed.
Pegatron Corp, the parent
company, will put in the funds
raised fully through its internal
resources as part of its “long
term investment”, the com-
pany said, without elaborating
what those plans were. The
company is one of three major
assembly partners of Apple,
along with Foxconn Technology

Group and Wistron
Corporation.
Its Indian subsidiary,

Pegatron Technology India in-

—— BRIEFLY —

Q2 contractionto
be9.9%:CARE

New Delhi: CARE Ratings on
Monday said the economy
isexpected to throw up bet-
ter numbers in the Septem-
ber quarter, with GDP con-
traction of 9.9 per cent, as
against 24 per centin Q1.

RBlcircularon
foreignlaw firms

Mumbai: The Reserve Bank
of India (RBI) on Monday
asked banks not to approve
any proposal of foreign law
firms to openabranch office,
project office or liaison office
in the country under FEMA
for the purpose of practicing
legal profession. It issued a
circularinthis regard in view
of a Supreme Court order
thatsaid advocates enrolled
under Advocates Act, 1961
alone are entitled to practice
law in India and foreign law
firms or foreign lawyers can-
not practice law.

Charging kiosks
infuel pumps

New Delhi: The government
is planning to set up at least
one e-charging kiosk at
around 69,000 petrol
pumps across India, Union
Transport Minister Nitin
Gadkari said on Monday.

‘Solar powertariff
atall-timelow’

New Delhi: Solar power tar-
iff on Monday fell to an all-
time low of Rs 2 per unit in
an auction on Monday by
Solar Energy Corporation of
India, sources said. Saudi
Arabia’s Aljoemaih Energy
& Water Co.and Sembcorp
Energy India arm Green
InfraWind Energy Ltd were
the lowest bidders. PTI

Pegatron Corp, the
parent company, will
putin the funds raised
fully through its
internal resources as
partof its “long-term
investment”

corporated in July this year, is
among the 16 global and Indian
mobile handset makers given
the government go ahead to in
October this year to start man-

ufacturing under the
Production Linked Incentive
(PLI) scheme.

Apart from the three con-
tract manufacturers of Apple,
other global companies such as
Samsung and Rising Star have
also been given approval for
making mobile phones in the
Rs 15,000 and above value seg-
ment.

The Indian Express had, in
July, reported that Samsung,
Pegatron, and Rising Star were
the first global applicants for
the government’s PLI scheme.
The Centre had, in April, noti-
fied the new PLI scheme, under
which companies that set up
new mobile and specified
equipment manufacturing
units or expanded their present
units would get incentives of 4-
6 per cent on incremental sales
from goods made in India.

Among the domestic play-
ers, companies such as Lava,
Micromax’s parent company
Bhagwati Products, Padget
Electronics, UTL Neolyncs, and
Optiemus Electronics have also
been granted approval by the
government.

The PLI scheme, open for a
total of five years, aims to give
out incentives worth Rs 5,334
crore in total in the first year, to
be divided among all the suc-
cessful applicants.

ing the initial public offer of LIC
and stake sale in IDBI Bank. As
partof the privatisation plans, the
government has cleared plans for
complete sale of its equity in Air
India, BPCL, Shipping
Corporation of India Ltd, while
approving majority stake sale in
Container Corporation of India
along with transfer of manage-
ment control.

Most companies are facing a
reset in existing practices as the
pandemic has changed the ways
of business. The government has
also opened up many of the sec-
torsincluding defence, nuclearen-
ergy and space for private sector as
well as foreign investments. She
said the thrust on policies will be
to promote investment activity in
the economy.

“We will have to make sure
that policies are right tomake India
an attractive investment destina-
tion,” she said.

Amip CoviD-19

CEA: Recent
measures to
push job growth

New Delhi: Changes in agricultural
sector, MSME definitions, labour
laws and the PLI scheme will help
in job creation in the economy,
Chief Economic Adviser Krishna-
murthy Subramanian said. He
added Indiais likely to posta cur-
rent account surplus in this fiscal
as there is moderation inimports
due tounder-heating of the econ-
omy triggered by Covid-19.
“Ifyou take the agricultural re-
forms, the MSME definitional
changes, the PLI scheme, the
labour reforms, all these together,
it is an attempt to change the
macro configuration of the econ-
omy towards those sectors that
are more employmentintensive,”
he said at a Cll conference. ENS

‘IT spending in India to
grow 6% in 2021 to $81.9 bn’

Led by growth across segments like enterprise software and
IT services, information technology spending in India is likely
to rise 6% to $81.9 billion in 2021, research firm Gartner said

$79.3 billion:
IT spendingin 2020, down
8.4 percent from 2019

Pandemic a wake-up call:
The pandemic situation was a
wake-up call for many
organizations to relook and
revive their IT strategies and
increase their spending on
ITin2021

Segments that raised
expenditure:

M Enterprise software: 7%
B IT services: 3.7%

B Communication
services: 4.9%

Segments that reduced
spending:

M Devices: 26%

H Data centre systems: 1.2%

Segments that recorded
highest growth:

M Enterprise software: 13%
Ml Data centre systems: 8.3%

Source: Gartner/PTI

‘Allowing corporates to own banks a potential risk’

REUTERS
MUMBAI,NOVEMBER 23

S&P SAID on Monday a recom-
mendation from a committee of
the RBI to allow industrial con-
glomerates to set up banks as part
of proposed changes to the bank-
ing sector, is fraught with risk.

An internal working group at
the Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
recommended a series of
changes, details of which were
made public last week, that in-
clude allowing industrial houses
to act as so-called bank promot-

RISK OF FUND
DIVERSION: S&P

M Corporate ownership
of banks raises the risk
of inter-group lending,
diversion of funds and
reputational exposure,
S&P Global Ratings said
inanote.

ers, meaning they could take a
major stake inalender.

“The working group’s con-
cerns regarding conflict of inter-

est, concentration of economic
power, and financial stability inal-
lowing corporates to own banks
are potential risks,” S&P Global
Ratings said in a note.

Corporate ownership of banks
raises the risk of inter-group lend-
ing, diversion of funds and repu-
tational exposure, S&P said,
adding that contagion risk from
corporate defaults would alsorise
significantly if industrial houses
were at the helm of a bank.

Lastweek, Lakshmi Vilas Bank
was placed under moratorium for
amonth due to a “serious deteri-
oration” in ts finances.

Sebi paper proposes dilution of
promoter reclassification norms

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,NOVEMBER 23

THE SECURITIES and Exchange
Board of India (Sebi) has proposed
to change the minimum thresh-
old for voting rights for reclassifi-
cation of a promoter as a public
shareholder and suggested thatall
promoter entities should disclose
the shareholding.

In a consultation paper, the
regulator said the reclassification
on shareholding should be
amended so that the promoter
and related persons seeking re-
classification should not together
hold 15 per cent or more of the to-
talvotingrightsin the listed entity.
As of now, the minimum thresh-
old requirement is 10 per cent.

The regulator move follows
feedback from market participants
toreview the current threshold of
10 per cent so that the persons
who may have been promoters
but are no longer in day-to-day
control, having shareholding of
less than 15 per cent may “opt-
out” from being classified as pro-
moters, without having to reduce
their shareholding. Promoters
have sought re-classification but
have found it difficult under the
current regulatory regime.

MINIMUM THRESHOLD REQUIREMENT 10% NOW

SEBI said the reclassification
onshareholding should be
amended so thatthe
promoter and related
persons seeking re-
classification should not
together hold 15 per cent or
more of the total voting
rightsin the listed entity. The
minimum threshold requi-
rement is 10 per cent now.

The Sebi paper said relaxation
from existing requirements on a
case-to-case basis has been given
by Sebi and the existing provisions
should be revisited to minimise
the number of exemptions pro-
vided on a case-to-case basis.

Thisis subject to the condition
that such promoters seeking re-
classification should not remainin
control of the listed entity, it said.
Further, exemption from the pro-
cedure forre-classification should
be granted to existing promoters
in cases where such re-classifica-
tion is pursuant to an open offer.

It further suggested that ex-
emption should be granted in
cases where, pursuant to an open
offer, a listed entity intends to re-

classify erstwhile promoter group
entities but such entities are not
traceable or not co-operative.
Exemption under the open offer
cases are subject to certain condi-
tions, including that the intent of
the existing promoter to re-clas-
sify should be disclosed in the let-
ter of offer.

The regulator has suggested
that all entities falling under pro-
moterand promoter group should
be disclosed separately even in
case of ‘nil' shareholding.

Further, listed entities have
been proposed to obtain a decla-
ration on a quarterly basis from
their promoters on the entities or
persons that form part of the ‘pro-
moter group'.

Non-performingassets within
the corporate sector remain ele-
vated even though they fell from
18 per cent in March 2018 to 13
per cent in March 2020, said S&P.
Former RBI governor, Raghuram
Rajan and former deputy gover-
nor Viral Acharya, too, criticised
the proposal, callingita “bad”idea.

The panel’s recommendations
included allowing shadow banks
to convert into lenders, which
could improve financial stability,
the ratings agency said. The RBI
has invited comments on the
committee’s report, which canbe
submitted until January 15,2021

Covid testing
at 3499;

Mobile labs
launched

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 23

SPICEHEALTH HAS launched mo-
bile laboratories doing RT-PCR
tests for Covid-19 starting at Rs
499, The company, run by Spicejet
CMD Ajay Singh's daughter Avani,
claimsitwill provide results of the
test within six hours of sample
collection, as against the average
24-48 hours. The first such labo-
ratory was launched at Indian
Council of Medical Research
(ICMR), AIIMS, here by Home
Minister Amit Shah.
SpiceHealth said it plans to
open 20 such ICMR-certified lab-
oratoriesin phase one of its launch
and each lab will be able to
process 3,000 test reports per day.
The company has earlier launched
aventilation device for those suf-
fering from mild-to-moderate
breathing issues and a fingertip
pulse oximeter. “By offering this
test at a fraction of the current
price...and deploying mobile lab-
oratories ... to the remotest areas,
we hope to significantly scale up
testing across the country,” Avani
Singh, CEO, SpiceHealth, said.

International market data till 1900 IST

“Things turning positive for
economy; lot will depend
on discipline against Covid’

EVEN AS the economy has shown
signs of recovery over the last few
months, HARSH MARIWALA,
chairman Marico Limited and
founder of Ascent Foundation,
told SANDEEP SINGH that for
further recovery and growth one
needs to be patient as the war
against Covid-19 is not over yet,
and we can’t let our guard
down. Handholding and advising
entrepreneurs through his
foundation, he said while there is
always a case for more support
from government during these
times, our government did what it
could despite weak finances.
Edited excerpts:

How doyou see the recovery of
the Indian economy from the
Covid-19 pandemic and where
are we in terms of domestic
consumption recovery?

Definitely things have turned
positive over the last few months.
Going forward, a lot will depend
upon how disciplined we are be-
cause if you are not disciplined,
thenyoumay seearepeat of what
is happening in the US and
Europe. We have seen numbers
rising in some states and, so, |
don’t think we canrelax and take
things for granted.

The war is not over yet and
while vaccine results are coming
in, we have to have some patience.

As for the consumption de-
mand, the recovery is holding up
fornow and I hope the trend con-
tinues. As we start coming back to
normal life, the consumption
will grow.

Over the last few years, we
have notseen arise in private
investment. Do you think it
hasbeen pushed back further
because of the pandemic?

Itisaquestion of demand gen-
eration first. Normally, invest-
ments start happening when the
capacity utilisationimproves and
that leads to more investment
plans. If the demand generation
continues and things get back to
normal there will be capital allo-
cation, investment and opportu-
nity forjob creation. But, yes, ithas
been pushed back because of the
pandemic. The year 2020-21 has
beenawashoutand though some
growth is coming back now, |
think it would take almost a year
or so. A lot would, however, de-
pend upon how the situation
evolves in terms of vaccination
and containment of Covid.

Entrepreneurs and MSME
players have been hit hard by
the pandemic. How do you see
itand doyou think enough
was done to support them?

It depends upon which sector
one is operating. For us or compa-
nies in the FMCG business or es-
sentialitems, theimpact hasbeen
muchless, butifoneisin hospital-
ity, airlines or restaurant business
theimpacthasbeenmuch higher.
But, everyone got impacted.

Harsh Mariwala

AtAscent Foundation, ourrole
has been to advise all our mem-
bers on how to meet this crisis,
starting from safety measures to
addressing their anxiety around
business, cutting cost, mental
health and so on.

Doyou think the
government’s support for
MSMEs was enough or more
could have been done?

As for the government, there
is always expectation that more
could have been done but one
must realise that government has
to also meet their ways and
means situation and, presently,
the overall situation, as far as the
fiscal deficitis concerned,is notin
a good shape. It has happened
when the government finances
were under stress, compared to
many other countries where gov-
ernment finance has been much
better. So, we need to look from
that perspective that we did not
have a very strong economy.

However, you can’t blame
government for everything.
Ultimately, the entrepreneur has
to create business opportunities.
Yes, the environment is bad and
that will have an impact.

Over the last few years we
have seen alot of
entrepreneurs coming up, but
we see most of them selling
out and not scaling it to the
next level. What stops them
from doing that?

Totake yourbusiness to global
scale, you need to have some-
thing that is very innovative, has
aright to win and offers some-
thing unique. If the business
doesn’t have it, you can’t scale it
up to thatlevel. However, some-
times you may have all this but
still you are not able to grow. That
isbecause of reasons such as lead-
ership style, business not able to
attract and retain good talent,
does not have a right culture or a
combination of things.

Thisis where Ascent comesin
as these issues cut across all busi-
nesses. Ascent provides a support
system where they learn from
each other, bring up their issues
and resolve them.

What was your thought
behind setting up Ascent?

The larger philosophy was to
do something where I can add
value to others and somewhere [
can offer my personal strengths,
viewpoints and am able to make
a difference. I focussed towards
entrepreneurs because [ believe
they add a lot of value to all the
stakeholders — customers, em-
ployees, shareholders, associates
and finally the society.Ialso see it
as personal social responsibility.
We are having our conclave be-
tween 25th and 28th and are do-
ingit virtually where we will have
some phenomenal speakers such
as Dr Raghuram Rajan, Deepak
Parekh, DrKiran Majumdar Shaw,
Sourav Ganguly, among others,
along with panel discussions,
which I think will benefit over
1,000 entrepreneurs who have
registered to participate from
across the country.

How can we have amore
vibrant entrepreneurial
environment?

We need to promote entre-
preneurship and the starting
point is how they are viewed in
the society.

How risk is viewed in the so-
ciety is a very big issue in India. If
asasociety, we promoteitand say
that it is okay to fail, people will
start taking risk.

Thereis asense that over the
last few years the risk taking
ability in India has gone down
following actions of
enforcement and tax
authorities. How do you
seethat?

The fact that the government
wants businesses to do well, |
think they are trying to improve
the environment. It takes time to
change the mindset of the tax au-
thorities but I think there is a re-
alisation that entrepreneurs play
an important role in driving
growth. One must also note that
there are some entrepreneurs
who don’t follow ethical prac-
tices or governance practices and
they need to be punished. We
can’t turn blind eye to such en-
trepreneurs.

Vaccine injects hope: Dow gains
in choppy trade, crude rises 2%

REUTERS
BENGALURU,NOVEMBER 23

THE DOW Jones rose in choppy
trading on Monday as hopes of a
Covid-19vaccine fuelled demand
for economically-sensitive stocks
such as energy and industrials.

Kicking off a trading week
shortened by the Thanksgiving
holiday on November 26, the Dow
was up 240.87 points, or 0.82 per
cent, at 29,504.35 as of 1:12 pm
EST. The S&P 500 was up 0.32 per
cent, while the Nasdaq Composite
rose 0.20 per cent.

Elsewhere, British stocks rose
on optimism over the vaccine, al-
though gains in the FTSE index
were curbed by a fall in shares of
AstraZenecaafter the drugmaker’s
candidate was less effective than
othersin trials. The mid cap index
added 0.4 per cent, while the FTSE
100fell 0.3 per cent.

Oil prices surged 2 per cent, ex-
tendinglast week’s gains as thelat-
est report of encouraging coron-
avirus vaccine trials had traders
anticipatingarecoveryindemand.
Brent crude rose 91 cents, or 2.02
per cent to $45.87 a barrel, while
USWest Texas Intermediate crude
gained 51 cents to $42.93 abarrel,
a1.3 per cent gain.

New Delhi

Avolunteer is administered the Covid-19 vaccine developed by
AstraZeneca and Oxford University, in Oxford, England.
AstraZeneca said its vaccine was up to 90% effective. Reuters

NBFC shares rise up to 18%

New Delhi: Shares of non-banking
finance companies on Monday
zoomed upto 18 per cent after an
internal RBI panel suggested con-
version of big NBFCs into banks.
Ujjivan Financial Services
shares jumped 18.43 per cent,
Equitas Small Finance Bank rose
by 12.84 per cent, Bajaj Holdings
&Investment gained 8.15 percent,
Shriram Transport Finance
Company 4.32 per cent and Bajaj
Finance 1.95 per cent on the BSE.
Aninternal RBI panel has pro-
posed that large corporates may

be permitted to promote banks af-
ter requisite amendments to the
Banking Regulations Act, as well
asraising cap on promoters’ stake
in private banks to 26 per cent.
Meanwhile, equity bench-
marks ended with gains amid
positive results from another
Covid-19 vaccine candidate. The
BSE Sensex rose 194.90 points, or
0.44 per cent, to 44,077.15, while
the Nifty gained 67.40 points, or
0.52 per cent, tocloseat 12,926.45.
The rupee gained 5 paise to settle
at74.11 against the US dollar. PTI
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Classifieds

PERSONAL

I Lucky Kumar Chadha alias
Lucky Kumar alias Jitender
Kumar Chadha alias Jitender
S/o Late Sh.Ram Lubhaya R/o0
8605, Roshnara Road, Near
Palace Cinema, Sadar Bazar,
Malka Ganj S.0., North Delhi,
Delhi-110007 have changed my
name to Jitender for all
purposes. 0040555808-4

I,Nisha Rani,D/o Sh.Rohtash
Singh,R/0
Flat.no.102,Plot.no.3, Palam-
Kunj Appt Palam-Ext, Near-
Hari Om Atta-
Chakki,Dwarka,Sec-7,Dwarka,
Sec-6, South/West Delhi,Delhi-
110075,inform that Nisha Rani
and KM Nisha are the one and
same person. 0040555874-1

| Baljeet Singh AroraS/o LateS.
Harbans Singh Arora R/o D-51,
Ground Floor, Street No.6,
Krishna Park, Tilak Nagar,
New Delhi-110018, have
changed my name to Baljeet
Singh 0040555867-1

I,Kunwar Bhadur Singh,S/o
Harjinder Singh,R/0-16/1688
36 Nai-Wala Karol-Bagh,Delhi-
05,have changed my name to
Kunwar Singh.  0040555874-6

I,Harjinder Singh Ahluwalia,S/o
Mohinder Singh Ahluwalia
R/0-16/1688 36,Nai Wala,Karol-
Bagh,Delhi-05,have changed
my name to Harjinder Singh.

0040555874-7

1,Geeta Devi W/o Devender
Kumar R/0-79 Lohiya Camp
Haiderpur Delhi-110088 have
changed my nameto Geeta.

0040555881-4

l,kamlesh,w/0-sanjeev
kumar,R/0-60,Bankey lal
market,Badarpur,New-Delhi-
110044,have changed my
name to kamlesh Kaur
Bharot,permanently,in my
minor daughter Simran Kaur
Bharot school-record.

0040555885-7

I,hitherto known as Shubham
Gupta daughter of Vijay Gupta
and wife of Shivam Gupta
residing at E-8,Model Town-
2,Delhi-110009,have changed
my name and shall hereafter
be known as Shivanshi
Gupta.ltis certified that I have
compiled with other legal
requirements in this
connection. 0040555881-8

I,Vinod Kumar,S/o Jage
Ram,R/o Flat-308,Pocket-
2,Sector-19,Dwarka New Delhi-
110075,changed my name to
Vinod Bharti,for all future
purposes. 0040555875-4

1,Usha Kushwaha,W/o
Yogendra prasad
R/0.House.no.102,Raza-Bazar,
Motihari,East Champaran,
Bihar-845401,Have Changed
My Name,From Usha
kushwahato Usha
kumari,Vide Affidavit, Dated-
23/11/2020,Before NCT-Delhi.

0040555875-7

1,Suhani,D/0 Hemant Gautam,
R/0 C-16 Budh-Vihar Badarpur
Jaitpur New Delhi,have
changed my name to Suhani
Gautam. 0040555874-2

I, SRILOGANATHAN .V,S/0
N.PVashudhevan,Presently
R/0-F/7,New Wellington-
Camp, Race-Course,New
Delhi-110003,have changed
my name from
SRILOGANATHAN .V to VA
AJITH,vide-affidavit.,Date-19-
11-2020. 0040555875-5

1,SANJEEV KUMARR/SANJEEV
KUMAR ARORA,S/O.INDER
LAL,ADD-E-19, JAWAHAR-
PARK, LAXMI-NAGAR,EAST
DELHI-110092, changed my
name to SANJEEV
KWATRA,permanently.

0040555883-2

l,Pravesh Prajapati S/o Vikram
R/0-
81,Balmiki,Mohalla,Vvillage,Ba
dliDelhi-110042,inform that
my father name,wrongly-
mentioned Vikram Singh in my
10th-12th,Certificate but
Correctnameis Vikram.

0040555881-5

l,Pradeep Kumar,S/0 Suresh
Kumar,R/0 BU-191, 3rd-Floor
Pitampura Delhi-
110034,changed my nameto
Pardeep Kumar. 0040555875-2

I,Kanika Malik w/o-Hemant
Malik h.no -286,sector-15,
part-1,Gurgaon,have changed
my name to Kanika Dagar.

0040555885-1

I,Pinki Aneja@Pinky Aneja D/o
Bhawani Das Satija W/o
Kailash Pati Aneja R/0 5, Shri
Nagar-Extension, Ashok Vihar
Road, Delhi-110052,have
changed my name to Anita
Aneja. 0040555874-8

l,Parminder Singh s/o Gulzar
Singh Saini, R/o B-345, Hari
Nagar, Delhi-110064,have
changed my name to
PARMINDER SINGH SAINI

0040555832-1

l,Padam singh Dagar,s/o Ram
pat h.no-286, sector-15,part-1,
Gurgaon have changed my
name to Padam singh.

0040555885-4

1,PARVEEN w/0-Jalil
khan,R/0.H.no-14 st.no-4,B
Aram park shastri-
nagar,Delhi- 31,inform that
name of my and fatherand
mother has been wrongly-
written as parveen begum and
saieed Ahmad and Jumyain
my all passport documents.
The Actualname my is
parveen father name is Saeed
Ahmad mother nameis
Jumiya.for all,future purposes.

0040555874-10

I,AMAN KUMAR YADAV,father
of, SUHANI Presently R/o-
Flat.N0.15/188, Arjan-Vihar,
Delhi/Cantt.-110010,New
Delhi,have changed my minor
daughter’s name,from SUHANI
to SUHANIRAO, vide-
affidavit,date-19-11-2020.

0040555875-6

I,Netra Parkash Sharma S/O
Mahesh Bal Sharma,R/0O-
1584/113, Ganesh Pura Tri-
Nagar,Delhi-110035,have
changed my nameto Netra
Prakash Sharma. 0040555874-4

I,ManojKumar,S/0O-Late Shri
Omkar Saran,R/0O-C-
1/154,Second Floor, Sector-
16,Rohini,Delhi-110089,have
changed my name from Manoj
Kumar Rohellato Manoj
Kumar. 0040555881-2

I, MUKATA GARG,W/0 KAMAL
KANT GOEL,.R/0-FLAT.NO.V-
201,VVIP ADDRESSES,RAJ-
NAGAR EXTENSION,
GHAZIABAD,U.P-
201017,changed my nameto
MUKTA GOEL. 0040555883-1

I,MANZOOR AALAM KHAN,S/0.
ISMAIL KHAN,ADD- A-14, GALI
NO-5,SHASHI GARDEN PATPAR
GANJ EAST DELHI
110091,changed my name to
MOHD MANZOOR ALAM
KHAN,permanently.

0040555883-3

I, Kalpana D/o Ram Phool R/o
WZ-197/9,
Street.No.3,Virender
Nagar,JanakpuriB-1,Delhi-
110058,have changed my
name to Kalpana Sainifor,all
purposes. 0040555878-1

l,Jayanth S/o Ashwani,R/0 RZL-
20/287,Geetanjali Park,Gali
No.-5,West-Sagarpur Nangal
Raya Delhi-110046, have
changed my name to Jayant
for,all purposes. 0040555878-2

I,Jalilahmad,S/0 Mohammad
Umar,R/0 H.no-157,Block-
E\Vijay-Vihar,phase-I,
Rohini,Delhi-110085,have
changed my name to Jaleel
Ahmad,for all future purposes.

0040555875-3

I,Hanuman Parsad,S/0 Kishan
Lal R/O-F-167, Vijay-Vihar
Phase-1,Rohini Delhi-
110085,changed my nameto
Hanuman Prasad.

0040555875-1

I,Gurneet Kaur
bagga,w/oPrabhangad singh
h.no-3614, DIf-phase -4,
Gurgaon,have changed my
name to Gurneet Kaur.

0040555885-3

I,FEHMIDA BEGUM.W/O-MOHD
YASIN.ADDRESS-6707, GALI-
CHATTEY WALI AHATA KIDARA
BARA-HINDU-RAO NORTH
DELHI-110006.changed my
name to FEHMEDA BEGUM,
permanently. 0040555883-4

I,Deepika Kumar Chaudhary
D/o Nau Nihal Krishan
Chaudhary R/0-CP-
119,Maurya-Enclave
Pitampura,Delhi-34,changed
my name to Deepika
Chaudhary. 0040555881-6

I,Davinder Kumar S/o Gyani
Ram R/0-79 Lohiya Camp
Haiderpur Delhi-110088 have
changed my nameto
Devender Kumar.

0040555881-3

I,Chander Mohan S/o
A.P.Marwaha R/0-C-65, Shri
Radha Apartments, Plot-
3,Sector-9, Dwarka, N.Delhi-77
have changed my nameto
Chander Mohan Marwaha.

0040555879-10

I,BALRAJSINGH,S/0 RAM
NARAYAN R/O HNO.127,FIRST-
FLOOR,SBINAGAR,PASCHIM
VIHAR,DELHI-
110063.CHANGED MY NAME TO
BALRAJKUMAR. 0040555874-5

I,Avinash mehndiratta/Avinash
Kaur mehndiratta w/o-
chaterbir singh r/0-C-16, old-
DLF colony,sector-14,
Gurgaon,have changed my
name to Avinash Kaur.

0040555885-6

I,Anand Jindal S/O-
Raghunandan Shorewala R/O-
302B,Pocket-N,Sarita Vihar,
Delhi-110076,have changed My
minor Daughter’s Name
Somya Shorewalato Somya
Jindal for all,future purposes.

0040555879-6

I,Anand Jindal S/O-
Raghunandan Shorewala R/O-
302B,Pocket-N,Sarita Vihar,
Delhi-110076,have changed My
minor Daughter’s Name
Ananya Shorewalato Ananya
Jindal for all,future purposes.

0040555879-8

I,Aman Kumar,S/o-Dinesh
Kumar Singh,R/0-RZ1/218, J-
Block,West Sagar Pur,Delhi-
110046,have changed my
name to Aman Kumar Singh
for all future purposes.

0040555881-1

I,Alemyim Isaac,D/o
Kezhangulie Isaac
Angami,Resident of-15,Empire
Estate,Sultanpur,Mehrauli-
Gurgaon-Road,New Delhi-
110030,have changed my
name to Alemyim Isaac
Solo,permanently.

0040555874-3

I,Aakash Dweep S/0 Indrajit
Kumar
R/0,H/N0.671,Street.No.-
2,Jharoda Ext. Part-02,Post-
Burari Delhi-110084,have
changed my nameto Aakash
Deep for,all purposes.

0040555878-3

I,ALKA BUTAIL W/O SANDEEP
CHOPRA R/O BLB-182,THE
BELAIRE APARTMENTS,DLF-
PHASE-V,GURGAON
122009,HARYANA,HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME TO ALKA
CHOPRA. 0040555885-5

I, surinder pal singh S/O Kartar
Singh R/0 VPO Jharsa,
Gurgaon have changed my
name from surender pal singh
to surinder pal singh for all
future purpose. 0070721692-1

l, Suman Ahuja W/0O Rajesh
Kharbanda R/O GH2/10 A.
Orchid Garden Sector-54
Gurgaon have changed my
name to Suman Kharbanda
aftermarriage 0070721668-1

1, Sonia Tanwar W/o Amit R/o-
DS-54/1,Near Bal Bhawan,Bada
Mohalla, Palwal,Haryana-
121102,have changed my name
to Soniya for all future
purposes. 0040555879-3

1, Sonia Devi W/o Surinder pal
singh R/o0 VPO jharsa, Gurgaon
have changed my name from
Soniyato Sonia Devi forall
future purpose. 0070721693-1

l,Shama Barid/o Sh Abrar
Ahmed Khan, R/0 41F, Sector-8,
Jasola Vihar, New Delhi-
110025, declare that my name
changed from Shama Afroz to
ShamaBariin October2011
and that my name for all future
purpose is Shama Bari.

0040555822-1

I, Sanchit Chugh S/o-Gurdayal
Arora R/0:-8B, Shiv Vihar, Delhi
Road, Saharanpur,Uttar
Pradesh-247001, Have
Changed My Name to Sanchit
Chug. 0040555864-4

l, Sangeeta Garg,W/o Mukesh
Garg,R/0-H.N0.68, 3rd-floor,
Block-A, Sector-16, Rohini,
Delhi-110085,have changed my
name from Sangeeta Rani,to
Sangeeta Garg,for all
purposes. 0040555879-2

l,Ram Saran S/0 Bishamber
Nath R/0O-P.67,Pandav
Nagar,Mayur Vihar,Phase-l,
Delhi-110091,have changed My
name to Ram Saran Sehgal for
all,future Purposes.

0040555879-9

I, Rajrati Devi w/o Shri Ashok
Malik R/o Plot No-172 Block-B
Dwarka Bagdola RajNagar-Il,
Delhi cantonment, south west
Delhi-110077 changed my
Name to Rajrati Malik.

0070721667-1

I, Priyanka Sharma, W/o Arun
Aneja, R/0 D-205, Elite Homz,
Sector-77,Noida-201301 have
changed my name to Priyanka
Aneja. 0070721669-1

I, Pooja Shorewala W/0 Anand
jindal R/0-302B, Pocket-
N,Sarita Vihar, Delhi-
110076,have changed My name
to Pooja Jindal for all future
purposes. 0040555879-5

I, Mohd. Qasim S/o Abdul
Majeed R/0 858, 1st Floor, B-
Portion GaliNo. 22, West Moti
Masjid, Zakir Nagar, Jamia
Nagar, New Delhi-110025 have
changed my name from
Mohammad Quasimul Quadri
to MOHD. QASIM for all future
purposes. 0040555829-1

I, Mohd Vassem Khan S/o Mohd
Siddig Khan R/0 E-319, GC
Centrum, Ahinsa Khand-2,
Indirapuram, Ghaziabad, Uttar
Pradesh-201014 have changed
my name to Vaseem Khan.

0040555844-2

I, Amit Saxena,S/o Diwan Chand
Saxena,R/0.Plot.N0.123,
2nd/Floor, Nitikhand-2,
Indirapuram,Ghaziabad-
201014, have changed my
name to Amit Saxema from
Amit Diwan Chand Saxena
for,all purposes. 0040555864-2

I, Ajay Singh S/0 Azad Singh,
residing at VPO Silani, District
& Tehsil Jhajjar, haryana-
124103, inform that name of my
wife has been wrongly written
inmy service record as
Shiksha Devi instead of
Shiksha Rani. 0040555836-1

1, (JC-802026P) Sub. Dhruv
Kumar Srivastava (Retired)
(AEC) S/0 Late Oudh Behari Lal
R/0 Mohalla Sepah
(Kayasthana), PO Sadar,
Jaunpur, UP declare thatin my
Army documents/PPO date of
birth of my wife Madhu Bala
Srivastava was inadvertently
mentioned as 20/01/1963
whereas her correct date of
birthis20/01/1964 as per her
Aadhaar and PAN.

0040555844-1

I Vishal Sinha alias Vishal
Kumar alias Vishal S/o Late
Vinod Kumar R/o Khasra
No0.53/4, E-Block, Gali No.4,
Pradhan Enclave, Near Fauji
Builder, Burari, Delhi-110084
have changed my nameto
Vishal Vinod Habil For all
purposes. 0040555808-6

IShruti D/o Sh. Ravinder Bhatia
R/0 H.No.F-8, Mansarovar
Garden, New Delhi-110015 have
changed my name to Shruti
Bhatia forall purposes.

0040555808-5

1, Shiv Kumar S/0 Shri Rajkumar
SharmaR/O E-18/191, Sector-3,
Rohini, Delhi-110085, have
changed my name to Shivam
Sharma. 0040555798-1

LOST & FOUND

Lost Original Documentsii.e.
DDA Possession-Latter, Water
and Electricity NOC of DDA-Flat
No.DG-I11/140, Vikas-Puri, New
Delhi-110018. favouring
Davinder Kumar Bakshi
S/o.late Sh.Bhan Prakash
Bakshi FIR-Lodge Vide-
LR.NO.750136/2020 Founder-
inform at above address or Ph-
9810013457. 0040555840-1

I,ASHISH Bharti S/o-Karan
singh,R/0 p-361,st.no-3 phase-
4,shiv-vihar, karawal-
nagar,Delhi-94,have lost my
original-certificate class-10th
year-2014 Rollno-
8131772,CBSE-DELHI.

0040555875-8

l,Ajayab Singh,s/o Uttam
Singh,r/o,F-2,Naraina
vihar,kair,delhi-110028,have
lost original property-
documents such as share-
certificate and Allotment-
cum-possession-slip of
plot.no-130,sector-
G,panchsheel co-operative
house building society Ltd.,Ajit
garh zirakhpur,Distt.-
Mohali,punjab,membership.n
0-795,if found contact-above
Address. 0040555881-9

I,CHANDER Shekher
khorwal,S/o Bansi lal
khorwal,R/0-A-157 sudarshan-
park moti bagh N.D-15,have
lost my original-certificate
class-10th year-1980 Rollno-
70195,CBSE-DELHI.

0040555875-9

1, Medha Dipi D/o N.K.
Srivastava R/0Y3-1602, Eros
Sampoornam, Sector-02,
GreaterNoida-West, UP-201306
confirmthat my firstnameis
Medha and surname is Dipi.

0040555881-7

I, Mandeep Dhawan /Mandeep
Bhardwaj,W/0-Amit
Bhardwaj,residing-H.N0.166,
Flat.No.204,First-Floor, Khushi
Ram Park,Uttam-Nagar,
Delhi,have changed my name
to Mandeep Kaur,for all
purposes.

0040555879-1

I, Manav Jaju S/o Sushil Jaju R/0
137, Vaishali, Pitampura, Delhi-
110088, have changed my
name and shall hereafter be
known as Manvik Jaju

0050172108-1

I, MADHVI W/O LAXMAN SINGH
R/0-C-214, Sector-XU-
1,Greater Noida,have changed
my Name from MADHVITO
MADHVIDEVIFORALL,FUTURE
PURPOSES.

0040555864-3

I, Hanwant Ram S/o Babu
Lal,R/0-G-264, Sector-Alpha-1,
Greater Noida,U.P.,have
changed my name to Hanwant
Ram Parjapati S/o Babu Lal
Parjapati for all,future
purpose.

0040555864-1

I, Anand Shorewala S/0O-
Raghunandan Shorewala R/O-
302B, Pocket-N, Sarita Vihar,
Delhi-110076,have changed My
name to Anand Jindal for all
future purposes.

0040555879-4

I, Anand Jindal S/O-
Raghunandan Shorewala R/O-
302B,Pocket-N,Sarita Vihar,
Delhi-110076,have changed My
minor son’s Name Sarthak
Shorewala to Sarthak Jindal
forall,future purposes.

0040555879-7

I, Amit Kumar Rai S/o Late Sh.
Devendra Rai R/o House No.-
22, Village Mahuja, Teh-
Bansgaon, Dist-Gorakhpur, UP-
273403, have changed my
name to Amit Kumar Tiwari

0070721710-1

I chaterbir singh mehndiratta
s/o-Harmeet singh r/o0-C-16,
old-DLF colony, sector-14,
Gurgaon,have changed my
name to chaterbir singh.

0040555885-2

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

The public in general herby informed
that M/s. SHAHI Exports Pvt. Ltd,
housing its regd. Office at F-88,
Okhla Industrial Area, phase-1 New
Delhi - 110020, is negotiating to sell
my client property bearing no is
3072/2CA, Khasra No 382/46, land
measuring 193 sqyds situated in the
abadi of Ranjit Nagar New Delhi-
110008 claims that they are the
present owner of the said property
and is free from all encumbrances.
Any person having any right, title,
claims or interst in the said property,
by way of sale, inheritance,
Possession, succession, mortgage,
lien, lease, gift, or otherwise
howsoever in respect of the objection
same shall intimate the objection in
writing to the undersigned with
supporting documents thereof within
14 days from the date of publication
of this notice or else any such claims
by anyone shall not be considered
and shall be deemed to have been
waived any/or abandoned any my
client shall proceed to conclude the
negotiations and no claims shall be
entertained thereafter.
Sd/-
RAJAN CHAUDAHARY
(Advocate)
Chamber No. 408-A, Western wing
Tis Hazari courts, Delhi -110054
Mob:- 9312052152, 8700441229

PUBLIC NOTICE

Public at large is hereby informed that|
my client Sh. Sahil Kumar Singh S/o
Late Mrs. Kusum Singh R/o House No.
1065, Sector-3, Vasundhara,
Ghaziabad-201012 have severed all his
relations with his father Sh. Bhagvant|
Kumar Singh S/o Late Jodh Raj Singh
and his associate Ms. Shuchi Rathi D/o
Subhash Gosain R/o House No. 11/9,
Shastri Park, Krishna Nagar, New Delhi-
110051 and other related family|
member. That by way of this public
notice is hereby informed that my client
has ceased all his relations with his
father, his other family members and her|
associate due to several personal
reasons. Any person dealing with Sh.
Bhagvant Kumar Singh, his other family
member and his associate shall be
doing so athis/her/their own risks, costs,
responsibilities without holding my client|
liable for anything for any loss, claims or|
damages.

Raj Kapoor & Associates, Advocates,
Ch. No. 194 Patiala House Courts,
New Delhi. M: 9899901557

PUBLIC NOTICE

My client Smt. Shanti Devi W/o
Late Shri Ram Swarup R/o J-51,
Sri Niwaspuri, New Delhi-65,
was debarred her son Madan
Lal and his wife and children
from her all movable and
immovable properties by Public
Notice dated 21/11/2019, and
now my client Smt. Shanti Devi
declare her son Madan Lal and
his wife and children, as her
legal heirs in her all movable
and immovable properties

Pradeep Kumar
Advocate

E.No. D/5921/2018
Ch. No. 116,

Patiala House Court,
New Delhi-110001

I, hereby inform to the Public at large
that my client (1) Shri Mukul Mahto son
of Shri Ram Narayan Mahto resident
of R-3, 47/A, Gali No. 3, Mohan
Garden, Uttam Nagar, New Delhi-
110059 and (2) Smt. Raj Kumari wife
of Shri Mukul Mahto have disowned
their son Chandan Mahto from their all
movable and immovable assets and
also disconnected / severed all their
relation/connection with them. If
anybody deals with them regarding
any transaction, they will do so at their
ownrisk, costand consequences.
Ashok Garg, Advocate
7AIF-14, Distt Centre, Janakpuri,
New Delhi. M:9811162274

PUBLIC NOTICE

My Clients (1) SATBIR SINGH S/O LATE
SH. ZILE SINGH (2) RAJ BALA W/O
SH. SATBIR SINGH BOTH R/O
H.NO.116, VILLAGE NEAR CHOUPAL,
KIRARI SULEMAN NAGAR, NORTH
WEST DELHI, DELHI-110086. hereby
debar and disowned their son AMIT
KHATRA S/O SH. SATBIR SINGH and
his wife MONIKA BOTH R/O H.NO. 116,
VILLAGE NEAR CHOUPAL, KIRARI
SULEMAN NAGAR, NORTH WEST
DELHI, DELHI-110086 from claiming or
inheriting ~ their ~ moveable  and
immoveable properties.  Anybody
dealing with AMIT KHATRA AND
MONIKA shall be doing at his/her/their
own risks and costs to which in any
manner, my clients shall not be
answerable to any extent, behavior or in

any manner.
sa
- R. K. & ASSOCIATES
o "R B g e o @ fF R ADVOCATES
qafdmet 4 GATY = mraTe g AT aRd| Enrol. D/9511/2019
3TraTe 7 SRl ST SrraTe a4 g
o enrare AT W TraR—d127,
TR TR W, 3 .
SRR TRE- 201011 W O g A PR PUBLIC NOTICE
ST T 4 gAY T STare SN gy Itis brought to the notice of public at large
At UoTep arraTer U 4 AR srraTe @ that my client Sh. Chander Parkash
T B HROT T | Sharma S/o Late Sh. Om Prakash
b e 0§ o o w3 Stama, o 116 Aan Gai, S
PN fa alab, Mehrauli, New Delhi as
g & ,;’7 ﬁm g N # applied for registration of WILL of his Late
i R g e < W g 8 Father Sh. Om Prakash Sharma S/o Late
P -3 BN ¥ A W B o Jawahar Lal, Rio Village Saidulajab,
@/ FIC B g & o A e T Mehrauli, New Delhi who had executed a
IRAR & et 3R e 9 5 A wER A WILL on 30th October 2012 before his
1S omardt et &Y | il Riw (arfere) death on 26th January 2003 in respect of
122, Rifda &7, S a9 91, e his moveable and immovable properties in

favour of his wife Gyan Wati and his three
sons namely Chander Parkash Sharma,
Shanker Dev Sharma and Satya Narayan
Gaur. Any objection regarding the
registration be addressed at M-14,
Basement Jungpura Extension New Delhi
-110014 within 15 days of this notice.
Surender Gupta (Advocate)
M-14 Basement, Jungpura Extn,
New Delhi-110014

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that
132 shares with Folio No.
1362 as per following
details of Pilani Investment
& Industries Corp Ltd.
registered in the name of
Late Prayag Das Rajgarhia,
have been reported lost/

This is to bring to your kind notice that

stolen and that an | Mithilesh Kumar, Advocate on behalf
H i i of my Client Smt. Sagun Ghai & Sh.
appl|f:at|on for issue of Gaurav Ghai R/o H.No. 1935, Sector-6,
Duplicate Share Bahadurgarh, Distt. Jhajjar, Haryana,
Certificates and its do hereby inform that the (1) Allotment
. Letter (Form-C) dated 03.10.1971 issu-
transmission has been

ed by HUDA in favour of Mr. Nand Lal
Gupta & (2) Transfer Letter / Re-Allot-
ment Letter dated 06.03.1981 issued
by HUDA in favour Mr. Tara Chand in
respect of property bearing no-1069P,
Sector-6, Bahadurgarh, Jhajjar, Haryana,
has lost some where in Bahadurgarh
on 22.08.2020 and an FIR to this regard
has been lodged in Police Station Sec-
tor-6, Bahadurgarh on 25.08.2020 and
effected Person(s) shall claim within
15 days from the date of publication of
this notice on Mobile No. 7015765830.

made by legal heir Mrs.
Anita Rajgarhia to the
Company. If anyone has
any objection against the
above, the same should be
made within 15 days from
the date of publication of
this notice to the Company.

(i‘ert. Distinctive No. gho' of If found by anyone kindly return to
0. " From To ares the aforesaid address of my client.
4475| 1741000 [1741058| 59 Mithilesh Kumar (Advocate)
[Ch. No. 717, District Courts Rohini, Delhi- 85
2082 | 5066544 5066572 29
3203 | 7369995 |7370038 44
| ____PUBLIC NOTICE |
Hrersttaes To Be know to all that We Gulab Chand Goel
e
. ir Saran - )
ﬁ'}'ﬂaﬁﬂmmﬁ—"? Vaduna Vihar, Delhi-110053, _Original

document issued by DDA i. e. Perpetual

S fremd €-77, fatre s,
feeeti-110095 3 319 g3 furg S,
F aWg eER 9 frm @ W

Lease of the above said property No. C-
2/268, Yamuna Vihar, Delhi-110053 in the
name of our late father Sh. Raghubir Saran
Goel s/o Late Sh Bhikki Mal has been lost.
An F.LR. to this effect has been lodged in

the Police station vide L. R. No

afeERa Y STged % o Kekie '7:52114(/2)02? on Dated 23/1&/20_213, Anty
'erson(s) claiming my rights, interest,

A B T - et having _any objection or found i
S e st R @ SeEd 91 possession of original documents, may

write/contact with above name person at
above address with in 15 days from the
date of publication of this notice. The
person claiming any right interest,
objection with respect to this property can
personally inform or write to Deputy
Director HLAB
BHousmg) , D
elhi.
S. K. Gupta (Advocate)
209,

. No. D-209,
Karkardooma Court, Delhi-32

& ¥ 1 T T /IR T &,
fe T gafrra wuRar HERER|
= g

Housing or Director
lock 3rd floor, INA, New

e wterd

En.D 2235/2004

OBITUARY

REMEMBRANCE

i |

Late. Smt. Satya Bedi

and make us feel your presence; the thoughts you

alive and guide us from moment to moment.

IN LOVING MEMORY
SMT. SATYA BEDI

(November 24, 2008)

You left us this day in November 2008.
The love you gave us keep us warm

poured info our minds are sfill afresh,

You are always with us, though
our eyes cannof meet you.

Ko

Nomita & Amarjit Singh Chandhiok, Anita & Sumir,

Sucheeta & Arjun, Amrita & Amandeep,
Sana & Karan, Mehar Chandhiok.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Itis notified to General Public that my client
Sh. Puran Chand s/o S/o Late Sh. Ram
Paul Sharma and his wife Lalita Sharma
both R/o C-9, lind Floor, Ganesh Nagar,
Tilak Nagar, Delhi-18, disowns and
disinherits, their younger son Sh. Rajiv
Sharma and his wife namely Smt.
Vandana along with their daughter namely
baby Pari and all all their family members,
from all their movable and immovable
properties for all times to come. My
aforesaid client has no concern with them.
Anyone dealing with them shall do so at his
own risk and responsibility and my client
shall not in any manner be liable for any

act and deed of the said persons.
Sd/- Man Mohan Goel (Advocate)
Office: B-39-40, B.G.S. Block,

Tis Hazari Court, Delhi- 110054

| PUBLIC NOTICE |
Known all general public that my client
Mohd. Faisal S/o Mohd. Irfan R/o H.No.
1801, Kalan Mahal, Darya Ganj, Delhi-
110002 is the owner of Pvt. Shop No.2, on
Ground Floor (Middle Side Portion) part of
property bearing number No. 59 & 60, area
measuring 14.22 sq. yds. size (8'x16’),
Khasra No. 132 Min, Gali No. 9, Village
Wazirabad, Delhi-110084. That the
property documents like payment Receipt,
GPA, S.PA., Agreement to sell, Will,
Affidavit & Possession Letter have been
lost. Whoever found above said
documents kindly contact us.
Name of the owner - Mohd. Faisal
Contact No. 9250786544
Ragib Gayyur (Advocate)
Chamber No. K-50, Tis Hazari Courts,
Delhi-110054 Mob : 8178757173
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PUBLIC NOTICE

Informed to General Public, that my clients
Sh. Jyoti Luthra S/O Sh Gyan Chand Luthra
and Smt. Sunita Luthra W/O Sh. Jyoti Luthra
Both R/o DP-111, Pitam Pura, Delhi-110088,
have severed all the relations from their son
Shri Manik Luthra and his wife Smt. Priyanka
as they are disobedient, rude and not under
the control of my clients aforesaid. From
hereon my clients has debarred his son and
his wife from their moveable and immovable
properties. If any person, organization,
institution does any transaction with them
does so at their own risk, for that my clients
shall not be responsible in any manner
whatsoever.
Sd/-
SACHIN KUMAR (Advocate)
Enrl. No. D/2092/08
OFFICE : RU-6, DDA MARKET,

PITAM PURA, DELHI-110088

NATIONAL DESIGN CENTRE (NDC)

Hall No. 1, Rajiv Gandhi Handicrafts Bhawan, Baba Kharak Singh Marg, Connaught Place,
New Delhi-110001, Contact no.: +91-23341273, 23341262
Email: ndc@nationaldesigncentre.org, Website: www.nationaldesigncentre.org

EXPRESSION OF INTEREST

NDC invites EOI from reputed / experienced Consultant / Consultancy
Organization for consultancy services towards the work to be done under
SFURTI Scheme, M/o. MSME. Interested consultant / consultancy
organization having experience in similar work may submit their EOI.

The detailed TOR for the
www.nationaldesigncentre.org or

last date for submission of EOI shall be within 7 days from this publication.

same can be downloaded from
can collect from the above address. The

6™ STATE FINANCE COMMISSION, HARYANA
Yojana Bhawan, Bays No. 21-28, Sector-4, Panchkula
E-mail: info-6sfc @hry.gov.in

Application ar invited for post of Advisor in the field of
(a) Panchayati Raj Institutions (PRIs) and (b) Municipal
Affairs/Administration (ULBs) to be engaged for One Year
or the balance period of 6th State Finance Commission,
Haryana. The Terms of Reference and other details are
available on the website of 6th State Finance
Commission, Haryana at www.sfc.haryana.gov.in.

Administrative Officer
6" State Finance Commmission,

83956/HRY Haryana
ﬁ BRIDGE & ROOF CO. [INDIA] LTD.

(A GOVERNMENT OF INDI& ENTERPRISE)
B AND A

: CIN o U27310WE192
"KANHARD CENTRE", WTH & STH FLOGRL &, BUSSEL STREET, KOL-TT

Maotice Invitng eTender (eNIT) HO. :BER J HO | 40007 § HIT ¢
BRECTION OF BARRICATING STRUCTURE { NIT { 0, DT, 24.11. 3030,
OHLINE ITEM RATE OFFERiS] IN TWD PART SYSTEM ARE INVITED
FROM REPUTED, RESOURCEFUL AND EXPERIEMCED PARTIES
MEETING PRESCRIBED QUALIFYING CRITERLA FOR "DESHGS,
SUPPLY & ERECTION OF PREFABRICATED BARRICADING
STRUCTURE & Gl SHEETING WOHRK ON SUB-CONTRACT BASIS IN

A

iz, ALL INDIA COUNCIL FOR TECHNICAL EDUCATION

(A STATUTORY BODY OF GOVERNMENT OF INDIA)

- Nelson Mandela Marg, Vasant Kunj, New Delhi-110 070
* Ph. No.: 011-29581524, 011-29581312 Website: www.aicte-india.org

RFP NO. 01/AICTE/FDC/STUDIO/2020-21
NOTICE INVITING e-TENDER

Dated: 23-11-2020

Request for Proposal (RFP) for Setting up of State-of-the-Art Studio
at AICTE HQs as a Turn Key Project on Supply, Installation, Testing
and Commissioning Basis (SITC)

AICTE invites online e-bids from the eligible Bidders for setting up of

State-of-the-Art Studio at its

Vasant Kunj, New Delhi-110070 as a Turn Key Project on Supply,
Installation, Testing and Commission Basis (SITC) including civil
and electrical work as required. The Tender Document is available on
AICTE’s Website http://www.aicte-india.org and Central Public
Procurement Portal (URL : https:
ID:01/AICTE/FDC/Studio/2020-21). The last date of receipt of e-Bids is
14" Dec, 2020 up to 5.00 PM. Bids will be opened on16" Dec, 2020 at
11.00 AM at AICTE HQ., New Delhi in the presence of bidders. Bidders
will have to submit the original Demand Draft towards the Earnest
Money Deposit (EMD) drawn in favour of Member Secretary, AICTE
HQs, New Delhi for Rupees Ten Lakh Only in an envelope as
mentioned in RFP two hours before the last date of receipt of online e-bid
submission at AICTE’s Office located at Nelson Mandela Marg, Vasant

Kunj, New Delhi-110070.
Advt. No. : FDP / 11(10) / 2020

Headquarters, Nelson Mandela Marg,

/leprocure.gov.in/eprocure/app (Tender

MEMBER SECRETARY

INDRAPRASTHA POWEE GENERATION CO. LTD.
PRAGATI POWER CORPORATION LIMITED

(Govt. of NCT of Delhi Undertakings)

Corporate Identity Number (CIN) — U40103DL2001SGC111530
Regd. office: G.M.(C&M), Pragati Power Station-l, I.P. Estate,

Ring Road,

New Delhi-110 002, Tele No. 011-23370541,

Fax No. 011-23379164, Website : www.ipgcl-ppcl.gov.in

CONNECTION WITH LATH-2 PACKAGE FOR STORAGE TANKS AT } .
IBCL PARADIP REFINERY, DDISHA, BOIA", NIT No. 06/2020-21 Dtd:21.11.2020
INTERESTED BIDDER(S) WiILL HAYE TO BE ENROLLED & TENDERING FOR ONLINE BIDDING
REGISTERED WITH THE GOVERNMENT E-PROCUREMENT SYSTEM, | | Offers are invited in two parts system on e-tendering on the portal of Delhi Govt. at
THROUGH LOGGING OM TO hip:i'eprocure. gowinieprecurelaps | | hitps://govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in for the below items with tender closing time
LAST DATE OF SUBMISSION OF OFFER I3 08.12.2020 UP TO 1600 | | a11.00hrs onbid submission date:-
HOLURS. TenderID Div. BSED B.0.D. | T-Value(Rs.)
ADDEXNDUM | CORRIGENDUM IF ANY, SHALL BE HOSTED IM| |1.2020_IPGCL_195468_1 CS-lIl 17.12.2020{22.12.2020 | 26,81,302.00
COMPANY'S WEBSITE: www biridgeraal &e.in  and GPP pesfal;| | Annual contract for sweeping and
htlpiMaprociamgov. inbprociummipp anly, cleaning of office complex and
Himadri building at office complex RPH.
r 2.2020_IPGCL_195469_1 CS-IIl [29.12.2020{ 31.12.2020| 7,89,852.00
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER GENERATION | | AMC for Electrical works at RPH
= DIVISION USHP-Il KANGAN Complex area and Himadri Building.
]- Email: xenekangan@gmail.com, Phone : 01942418229 3.2020_IPGCL_195470_1 CSIIl [17.12.2020[ 22.12.2020 | 6,72,189.00
CORRIGENDUM Construction of underground R C C
Sub: Re-tendering of E-NIT water storage tank at RPH office
Ref: E-NIT No.: USHP/IVGD/ 15 of 2020-21 Dated 16-09-2020 for | |ComPiexarea
Replacement of Damaged Limb by new one for 15MVA,| |4.2020_IPGCL_195467_1 CS-IIl |22.12.2020{ 24.12.2020 | 7,76,858.00
11/132KV Generator Transformer of USHP-II Kangan. AMC of Electrical works at IPGCL
Due to poor response and requests by bidders to re-tender, the | | c0ony SKK
above mentioned e-NIT is hereby re-tendered. The bidders who have | | 5. 2020_IPGCL_195466_1 CS-IIl [22.12.2020| 24.12.2020| 27,52,842.00
already participated in the bid are requested to upload only BOQs | |Annual contract for housekeeping
online. The hard copies already submitted are valid and need not to| |workin IPGCL Colony at Sarai Kale
be re-submitted. However, the new interested bidders are requested | | Khan New Delhi.
to submit hard as well as upload new BOQs online. The revised crit- 6.2020 IPGCL 194498 1 CS-IIl [22.12.2020| 24.12.2020| 25,00,000.00
ical dates for the above mentioned e-NITs are given as under: Annual maintenance contract for
Revised Critical Dates general civil works, water supply &
- - sanitary works at PPS-1
1 Dat_e of issue of ten_der not|'ce. 21.11.2020 7.2020_IPGCL_196511_1 CS-IIl |17.12.2020{ 22.12.2020 | 38,38,682.00
2. | Period of downloading of bidding | 22.11.2020 to 03.12.2020 Maintenance Contract for Horticulture
documents Works at Pragati Power Station-Ill,
3. | Bid submission start date 22.11.2020 Bawana and CISF Colony at
4| Bid submissi 4 dat 03.12.2020 Sector-V, DSIIDC Bawana.
- {©d submission end date. e 8. 2020 IPGCL_196718 1 CS-1Il [29.12.2020[ 31.12.2020] 31,38,697.00
5. | Deadline for receiving the hard 04.12.2020 Annual Contract for General Civil
copies (CDR&EMD) Works, Water Supply, Sanitary
6. | Date & time of opening of Online | 05.12.2020 Installation and Sweeping Cleaning
: works at 384-CISF Flats at Sector IV,
tenders (techno commercial) DSIIDC, and Bawana,
The price bids needs to be uploaded online only and do not send | |9.2020_IPGCL_196768_1 CS-IIl {29.12.2020| 31.12.2020| 43,83,116.00
price bids in the form of hard copies. Annual Contract for upkeep &
Moreover, there have been few amendments in the SBD clauses | | maintenance of water Supply, drainage,
which may kin_dly be read as under: Sanitary installation, and General civil
14i0- lnstpectlon hal be aiven by the Execu o th works at PPS-Ill, BAWANA.
nspection call shall be given by the Executing agency to the -
Engineer in-charge during execution of work and final inspection ;%B?%Egﬂ:gn?;_:oﬂ‘sg'ﬁﬁ:akeAir M-Il (16.12.20201 18.12.2020| 50,07,024.00
prior to re-commissioning of machine at the time of tests. The Filt ) for PPS-1
expenses of the designated official nominated by Engineer-in-charge | |1ers 1or FF o
shall be borne by the executing agency in case the workshop/testing | | 11.2020_IPGCL_196819_1 M-Il |18.12.2020| 21.12.2020 | 56,02,250.00
facilities are located/carried out outside the union territory of J&K. Supply, Installation Commissioning
25.0. Re-commissioning Tests of MVVFD for 6.6KV, 450KW,
All the relevant tests as per IS / IEC (Di-electric , Induced over-| | CEP Motor installed at PPS-|
voltage withstand test, Impulse voltage withstand test, Pl value etc.) | (12, 2020 IPGCL_196821 1 cs-l [15.12.2020 17.12.2020 30.19.990.00
wherever referred shall be performed at worksite/workshop by the | | Avc of Mech. Maintenance (Main
contractor in presence of designated representatives of JKSPDC | | 314 BoP Area) 2021-22 at PPS-1
who shall authenticate that the test results are in consonance with
IS/IEC Standards. Note: No Corrigendum/addendum/modification for tender value up to Rs 50.00 Lacs
Sd/- will be advertised in newspaper and bidders are requested to regularly visit IPGCL-
No: GD /USHP-11/728-37 Executive Engineer PPCL website as well as Delhi Government E-procurement site for getting
Dated: 21.11.2020 Generation Division, themselves updated.
DIPK-NB-4076/20 USHP Il Kangan
PR-08
= =
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CROSSWORD 4284

ACROSS DOWN

1 Starttomake anescape 1 Arranged stage exits or
(34) entrances (5)

4 Dancers take it to knock an 2 Changesinheatand rentare
opponent down imminent (8)
(5) 3 Could be mensay he’sa

7 Change the course of a sycophant (3-3)
revolution (4) 4 Located the cause of the

8 Asaguess maybe it soothes trouble and criticised
®) (55)

10 Get to grips butin friendly 5 Drunken revel leads to a gory
fashion (5,5) mess (4)

12 Wine youmake amistaketobe 6 Pause as the priest turns the
diffident about? (6) key(7)

13 Take cover when one is after a 9 Disparage a new recipe in fruit
gangster (6) (10)

15 Happiest time for those not 11 Anefficient killer in brave
attending night classes? hands(8)
(10) 12 Raced round the edge and

18 Shared in a perfect round of made a mistake
golf(8) (7)

19 Frozen waterfall 14 He’s not bent but on the level
4 (6)

20 Hope to find one well? 16 Tell of secret division
5 (5)

21 Small article produced by an 17 Midnight quarrel to develop
erratic knitter? (7) (4)

Solutions Crossword 4283: Across: 1 Play the lead, 9 Obverse, 10 Voter, 11 Palm, 12
Designed, 14 Realms, 16 Purses, 18 Literary, 19 Epic, 22 Tacks, 23 Confine, 24
Tennis court. Down: 2 Level, 3 Yard, 4 Heeled, 5 Live it up, 6 Attends, 7 Copperplate, 8
Trade secret, 13 Imprison, 15 Article, 17 Precis, 20 Prior, 21 Undo.

JUMBLED WORDS

Given below are four jumbled words. Solve the jumbles to make proper words and move them to
the respective squares below. Select the letters in the shaded squares and jumble them to get
theanswer for the given quip.

He who does not understand your___
Hubbard (7...,5)

will probably not understand your__. -Elbert
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OVER THE HEDGE by Michael Fry & T Lewis
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CALVIN & HOBBES by Bill Watterson

GNE ME A WEE SMLE
THETS GolD, HoW WY
MAVE P CRCE ORT REMNY
ohE .. TH., THMEEE..
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OH, WERE YOU SONET

| SUESS | PON'T

BY PETER VIDAL

ARIES (Mar 21 - Apr 20)

The general mood of

the day is emotional

and optimistic. This

isall very well,and
could make for some enjoyable
scenes, but there are situations
inwhich your judgment could
slip. It's therefore important to
think first and only act once
you know that you can't puta
foot wrong.

TAURUS (Apr 21 - May 21)

You still need to pay

agreat deal of

attention to

partners' hopes and
worries. The fact is that a little
generosity of spirit now will
pay dividends in the future,
when others will show
sympathy for you.

Plus, if someone you live with

has been standing in

your way, they will soon

lose interest in holding

you back.

GEMINI (May 22 - June 21)
You should pay a
little attention to
your physical well-
being, resolving yet

again to get into shape and

fixing yourself up for the
future. It follows that a fair
degree of self-discipline is
necessary and your motto
should be work now and play
later.

LIBRA (Sept 24 - Oct 23)

You are, perhaps, a
little too weighed
down by financial
cares, and to some it

has looked as if your natural

indecision has done you no
favours. This is not the case, as
you are shortly to find out.

There is another factor to

consider, that a figure in

authority may need to

be appeased.

SCORPIO (Oct 24 - Nov 22)
The Moon
continues playing
its full part, so you're
still likely to be

dominated by your heart

rather than your head. If you
want to plan for the future, you
can do no better than get your
finances into order. What you
really need to do is win
partners’ trust and keep it.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov 23 - Dec 22)
It’s time for musing
on what exactly
makes you, and
partners, tick. Your

psychological insights are

likely to be good, if not spot on.

They'll certainly be sharp

enough to enable you to get the

utmost from a coming deal.

You canalso, as it happens, do

your best for partners.

CAPRICORN (Dec 23 - Jan 20)

|

MEED TO ASK IF
YOU MISSER ME

You are often given
CANCER (June 22 - July 23) little credit for your
There’s an intensity loyalty to your
in the air today friends, in spite of
which belies many your best efforts. Your

people’s casual commitment may be tested

1P by B kg Bynaig i, oy Wl e ryperad

Difficulty Level 5s
Instructions

TosolveaSudoku puzzle,
everydigitfrom1t09
must appear in each of the

o

nine vertical columns, in
each of the nine horizontal 5
rows and in each of the i
nine boxes.
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Difficulty Level

1s =Veryeasy; 2s = Easy;
3s=Medium; 4s=Hard;
5s=VeryHard; 6s=
Genius
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appearance. Actually, this
could be a pleasurable and
fulfilling moment if you give
your personal skills and
talents a higher priority than

the pressures of duty
LEO (July 24 - Aug 23)
There could be
@ you press ahead
today you'll discover
tomorrow as pressures liftina
sort of chain reaction: as soon

and routine.

changes at home. If
that you have spare time
asone problem is removed,

and, if you're typical of your
sign, you'll be prepared to

make allowances for others’

little weaknesses. That sounds

like good news.

AQUARIUS (Jan 21 - Feb 19)
Recent decisive
moves have created
waves in both your
personal and

professional life. You may feel a

little vulnerable at work, but

the way to succeed at the
moment is to plan ahead as far
as possible, in the knowledge
thatrivals are thinking only in

the short-term.
PISCES (Feb 20 - Mar 20)

others will disappear like
mirages in the desert. It could
be amazing, really.

Inamatter of days
VIRGO (Aug 24 - Sept 23) now you will have
You are well used to resolved a social
playing a waiting dilemma. At the
game, but it now moment you should
looks asif you are concentrate on strengthening

sufficiently sure of your own
ideas to be able to put your
plans into action. This is
especially the case at home,
where relatives will soon be
persuaded that you are right.

your intuitions, and that
includes trying to genuinely
understand others’ hidden
feelings. You might not
succeed, but you can at
least try.

JODHPUR VIDYUT VITARAN NIGAM LTD.

he Chief Accounts Officer(B
o Corporate Identity Number (CIN) - U40109RJ200£ISGC016483
Regd. Office: New Power House, Jodhpur- 342003

caorevenuejodhpur@gmail.com Web site: www.energy.raj:
Phone No: 0291-2742232: Fax No: 0291-51060

E-mail: gov.in/jdvvnl

E-PROCUREMENT TENDER NOTICE
Techno-commercial and Price E-Proposal is invited from eligible bidders
against TN-05/2020-21 for “Providing Online Payment Gateway And
Electronic Payment Services” for Jodhpur Discomagainst TN-05/2020-21 The|
UBN No. are UBN No. JVV2021SLRC00272
Details regarding TN-05/2020-21cost, earnest money, date of TN-05/2020-21
opening etc. are available at our website http://sppp.raj.nic.in/

www.energy.rajasthan.gov.in/jdvvnl. The applicant, in their own interest are|
requested to read very carefully the
TN-05/2020-21 documents before submitting their bid only through on line on

website www.eproc.rajasthan.gov.in.
Raj.Samwad/C/20/6996

Chief Accounts Officer (B&R)

faorell "eeh Rieraal & foag ela wY T7% 1800 180 6045

UJJAIN SMART CITY LIMITED

ITd Ioorded, IoorT
Mela Office, Kothi Road, Ujjain (M.P.) 456001 Ph. 0734-2525856

NIT No.:-USCL/54,Tender ID-2020_UAD_114381_1 Dated: 17-11-2020

Ujjain Smart City Limited invites proposal for Investigation, survey, detailed
design and execution of retrofitting & reconstruction of roads consisting
of up-gradation, augmentation, retrofitting of existing water supply,
connection of drinking water supply, underground storm water drains &
retrofitting of existing open storm water surface drains, construction of
footpath, utility ducts, underground electrification with allied
infrastructure, road markings, traffic signage in ABD Area under Ujjain
Smart City Project Package-3. Interested bidders may purchase and submit
their proposals online at www.mptenders.gov.in.

Rs. 37,90,04,962-00
Rs. 19,00,000/-
Rs 50,000/

28/11/2020 15:00 hrs.
17/12/2020 up to 17:00 hrs

Probable Amount of Contract:

Earnest Money Deposit

Cost of Document

Pre bid Meeting Date
Last Date for submission of Technical and
Financial Bid (Online)

For more details please visit https://www.mptenders.gov.in. Any Corrigendum
oramendments shall be uploaded on this website only.

For, Ujjain Smart City Limited

WEST CENTRAL RAILWAY

SALUTE THE SOLDIER

MARTYR OF CISF ON 24TH
NOVEMBER 1979

CISF proudly remembers the supreme sacrifice
of this brave-heart. On this day, he laid down
- his life at the altar of duty while fighting with
criminals. His courage and bravery would
remain an abiding source of inspiration for the
force. The force will remain eternally indebted
to him for this noblest deed.

y
HC/GD BHARDUL
SINGH 10C
BARAUNI

CONSORTIUM FOR EDUCATIONAL COMMUNICATION

1.U.A.C. Campus, Aruna Asaf Ali Marg, New Delhi - 110067
Phone : 011-24126418-19-20, Fax : 011-24126416
Website : www.cec.nic.in

F. No. CEC/JD(H/W)/Building/2019
Notice Inviting Tender for

Miscellaneous Electrical Work
Sealed tenders are invited only from reputed firms. The
tender documents with terms and conditions and
technical specifications can be obtained from the CEC
website www.cec.nic.in and CPP Portal Govt of India.
Tender document may be downloaded from the website
www.cec.nic.in. Sealed tender should be addressed to
the "Chief Administrative Officer”, Consortium for
Educational Communication, IUAC Campus, Aruna
Asaf AliMarg, New Delhi- 110067, may be sent by Hand
/ Speed Post / Registered Post, or may be dropped in
tender box placed at Reception CEC, New Delhi at the
above mentioned address before the stipulated date
andtime.

The tenders received after the due date and time will not
be accepted. CEC reserves the right to accept or reject
any tender, fully or partially without assigning any
reason whatsoever. Tender documents complete in all
respect must reach this office on or before 15.12.2020
upto 2:30 p.m. The tender will be opened on the same

CENTRAL INSTITUTE OF PETROCHEMICALS ENGINEERING & TECHROLOGY [CIPET]

MEHTHE Fﬂﬁ. Kll.l.lﬂﬂ -ﬁHﬂ' TEE:HH“:‘L SUPPORT (C3TSL BHUBANESWAR
F |l|‘JuF1||u|_EIul.u E'nurmm warA

CIPET:C5TS/ BE&RFHQHH HHIIDRD‘HJ’ 05

al lthe abova
wanw clpet.gow.in.

anyfafl quotations without assigning any reasons thereof,

INVITATION FOR QUOTATION
Lealed quotations are invited from repuied Manofacturers/Supapliers/Distributors!
Autharized Dealers for the supply of Injection Mould Base al CIPET: CSTS
Bhubaneswar. Interested bidders may submit their guotation on or before 03122020
address. The other defails are available al CIPET websile -

Dy Director & Head, CIFET, C3TS Bhubanoswar resendes right to accept or rejecl

WESTERN RAILWAY-AHMEDABAD

Office of Chief Engineer (CPOH) ADI
REPAIRS RELATED TO POH OF
TRACK MACHINES
E-Tender Notice No.4 of 2020 Dated.
20.11.2020, 1. Name of the Work: Repairs
related to POH of Track machines at
CPOH ADI, Approximate NIT Cost :
319338729.69/-, EMD Cost: I 246700/-,
Tender No.: W641/CPOH/20-21/3/A,
Date of opening of the tender:
156.12.2020 at 11.00 Hrs, Date of closing
of the tender: 15.12.2020 at 11.15 Hrs,
Date of uploading of the Tender on
IREPS: 20.11.2020 37

Like us on: I3 facebook.com/WesternRly

l:lata: 24112030

Dy, Director & Head

BANARAS [ OCOMOTIVE WORHKS, VARANASI-221004
Bid Mo, E-S652228-21 E-TERDERS Diatpad: 93112020
ExTendens 2 imeled for & on tesai of the reskdentof Indador the supply ol falkosing
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ww raps.poin. Gorrkgandum Koo Date; 19.19.2020 (5.ko. 4] Tandar Yo,
0E2eE0s B He. E-57 A O Existidg Due Deta! 4.12.2000 Rovised Do
Batn; 11, 122020 Hose: Al clrer (e K conchion soall rempin imchanged
Cooragondon Kalice Dale: 18112020 (5 He.) Bid Moo E-2E Tander Mo.:
[ TE Sl of Cptvm Tis (Cabar than panel ascicon| PL Ma 261E1E [taw,; 0
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TAMILNADU MEDICAL SERVICES CORPORATION LTD.
(A Government of Tamilnadu Undertaking)
No. 417, Pantheon Road, Chennai-600 008.

Phone : 044-2819 1890, 2819 0259 / Moblie : 09940188236
Website : www.tnmsc.tn.gov.in , E-Mail : mngrpurdrug.tnmsc@tn.gov.in
Sealed Tenders are invited for the supply of Disposable Sterile|
Gloves by TNMSC Ltd., Chennai - 600008 from the Manufacturers or|
Direct Importer or Loan Licensees having Vaild Loan License having three
years Market Standing.

Tender Reference No. 006/M(P)/GLOVES/TNMSC/2020,

Dated 25.11.2020

During Rail Journey, Dial 138 for general complaints & Dial 182 for security complaints

OPEN TENDER, ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT, DT. 20.11.2020 | | dayat3:00 PM.
E-Tenders are invited on behalf of the President of India acting through
Sr. Divisional Engineer (Co-ordination), Divisional Railway Manager (Works), _
West Central Railway, Jabalpur for the following works:- N 0 RTH E RN RAI LWA
NIT Name of Work Approx. Cost| Earnest |Completion TENDER NOTICE
No. - with L°‘?a"°" of the Work Money Period Invitation of Tender through E-Tendering (E-Procurement Sy )
DRMw- |Repairsandmaintenance of | z 5965338,. | 7 59300/~ |12 months
JBP. |trackin the section of SSE S.N.
134-2020 (P-WafY) pamOh (East) under Assistant Divisional Engineer, Damoh 1. | Name of work with its 1 Annual operation and maintenance of
sub division. location sand filter, disinfection system, and
DRMW- Repa_irs and ma_intenance of | 7 2967336/- | Z 59400/- |12 months valve operation at HNZM complex, in
JBp- |trackin the section of SSE _ __| ' the section of DEN/W-II/DLI
135-2020 (SE.I\)/\ga;\)I/i)S%imoh (West) under Assistant Divisional Engineer, Damoh 2. | Approx. Cost of work 1 Rs. 1,49.64,749/-
Repairs andl maintenance of 3. | Earnest Money (It should be in the form of net banking
DRMW- ) " 3 2968435/- | 3 59400/- |12 th .
e track in the section of SSE | months orl payment gateway Only. Note: FDR
136-2020| (P-Way) Khurai under Assistant Divisional Engineer, Saugor sub will not be accepted as EMD for tender
division. invited on IREPS as per Railway
Repairs and maintenance of | | | Boards letter no. 2015/CE-I/CT/5/1
DRMW- %2 /- | T 59400/- |12 th
JBP- |trackin the section of SSE 969965 59400 months dated: 31.08.2016)
137-2020 (P.Way_) Saugor (East) under Assistant Divisional Engineer, Saugor 1 Rs. 2,24,800/-
SRuet:);“i:I:;z maintenance of 4. | Cost of tender (It should be in the form of net banking
DRMW- ) ’ | < 2967336/- | < 59400/- |12 th .
"Bp. _|trackin the section of SSE months or payment gateway Only. Note: FDR
138-2020| (P-Way) Saugor (West) under Assistant Divisional Engineer, Saugor will not be accepted as EMD for tender
sub division. invited on IREPS as per Railway
DRM- | Renewal of switch and | % 7103018/- |? 142100/-|18 months Boards letter no. 2015/CE-/CT/S/1
JBp- |crossing 1in 12-28 Nos. and dated: 31.08.2016)
139-2020 1 in 8.5-18 Nos. with new switch and crossings total 46 Nos. on Bina-
Katni section under Divisional Engineer (Central) section. 1 Rs. 0/-
DRMW- | Through Ballast_ Renewa | Z 4193769/- | 7 83900/~ |18 months 5. | Date and time for Upto ?15.00 hrs. on 18.12.2020
JBP- [11.14 Kms on Bina-Katni submission of tender and Opening of tender at 15.00 hrs. on
140-2020|section under Divisional Engineer (Central) Jabalpur section. opening of tender 18.12.2020
Last Date & Time for Submission of Tender: For No. 1,2,3.4,5,6 & 7 upto 6. | Website particulars notice Above tender available on IREPS site
15.00 Hrs. on 11.12.2020. Tender to be opened: For No. 1,2,3,4,5.6 & 7 board location complete i.e. www.ireps.gov.in
1141_2.2020 at 15.1_5 I'-'Irs. Con_wplete info_rnlation of the_above 'E—tender'_ is details of tender can be seen
available on Welb's|.te http§:ll|reps.gov.|n and also pmned on the notice and address of the office
board of the Divisional Railway Manager (Works) Office of West Central from where the tender form
Railway, Jabalpur. Tenders other than in the form of e-bids shall not be
accepted against above tenders. can be purchased etc.
Divisional Railway Manager (Works), West Central Railway, Jabalpur No.: 128-W/280/e-Tender Notice/NIT-27-2020-21/Works Dt. 20.11.2020 2616/2020

E =

25.11.2020 to 04.12.2020
05.12.2020 upto 10.30 AM

Tender Document Sale Period

Last Date and Time for receipt of
tender

Date and Time of opening

05.12.2020 at 11.00 AM

The tender document can be downloaded from the websites of
www.tnmsc.tn.gov.in and www.tenders.tn.gov.in on free of cost.

DIPR/4360/Tender/2020 General Manager (Drugs)

OFFICE OF THE ADDITIONAL CHIEF ENGINEER, PHED,
REGION, BHARATPUR
Phone: 05644-222731, e-mail: rj_acebha@nic.in
Corrigendum No. 03, NIT Nos. 20/2020-21
The following corrigendum is hereby issued for the NIB No. 20/2020-21 of this
office for “Rate Contract for the work of Construction of Sources, Rising main
piplines, CWRs, Pump houses, ESRs, Internal village distribution pipeline and
FHTC including one year Defect Liability peirod of SVS & MVSs and thereafter
O&M of works up to village boundary for five years for MVS incluidng preparation
of DPR of above works under JJM in the jurisdiction of PHED Region Bharatpur”.
Activity Existing Provision Amended Provision
Up to 10.00 AM, 23.11.2020 Up to 11.00 AM,
09.12.2020

Date & time for downloading of bid
document.

NORTHERN RAILWAY
Tender Notice No. 82205012 date :- 23.11.2020
Invitation of Tenders through E-procurement system
Principal chief materials manager, Northern Railway, New Delhi-110001, for and on
behalf of the President of India, invites e-tenders through e-procurement system for
supply of the following items:-

S. | Tender No. Brief description Qty. Closing
No.| date
1 |83205012 |Diode Laser 1 Nos | 15.12.2020

Note: 1. Vendors may visit the IREPS websites i.e. www.ireps.gov.in for details.
2.No Manual offer will be entertained. 2619/2020

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

NOTICE INVITING EXPRESSION OF INTEREST
FROM WHOLESALERS/PRODUCERS/VENDORS/
SUPPLIERS FOR EMPANELMENT WITH HAFED FOR
SUPPLY OF PULSES AND SPICES

The complete EOI Document containing eligibility criteria,
terms & conditions and procedure of selection of suppliers can
be downloaded from Hafed website i.e. http://hafed.gov.in/ and
interested Agencies should submit their documents at Hafed
Corporate Office, Sector-5, Panchkula-134109 (HR) on or
before 15.12.2020 upto 02.00 P.M.

MANAGING DIRECTOR,
HAFED CORPORATE OFFICE,
SECTOR-5, PANCHKULA-134019

83952/HRY

GOVERNEMENT OF ODISHA
OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER,

SOUTHERN (R&B) CIRCLE, BERHAMPUR

Phone : 0680-2281582,e-mail : sescpwd@yahoo.co.in
1st.Corrigendum to Bid Identification No. SE, SC (R&B)-BAM-

08/2020-21 vide Office Order No. 2782 dtd. 03.11.2020

No. 2976 // Dated : 17.11.2020

The following modifications have been made in the Bid identification No. SE, SC (R&B)-BAM-
08/2020-21.
Availability of Bid document : From 23.11.2020 10.00 AM to 07.12.2020 4.00 PM instead of
in the website 17.11.2020 10.00 AM to 02.12.2020 4.00 PM
Bid shall be received only online upto 4.00 PM on 07.12.2020 instead of 4.00 PM on 02.12.2020.
Date of Opening of Bid :08.12.2020 at 11.30 A.M instead of 03.12.2020 at 11.30 A.M.
All other terms and conditions of the DTCN shall remain unchanged.

B-446

Sd/-

Superintending Engineer
Southern (R&B) Circle, Berhampur
OIPR-34103/11/0009/2021

NORTHERN RAILWAY

OPEN E-TENDER NOTICE
The Sr. Divisional Engineer-IV, Northern Railway, Delhi Division for and on behalf of
President of India invites E-Tender on prescribed form for the following work.

Invitation of tender through E-Tendering (E-Procurement Systems)

1.| Name of work
with its location

1. Elimination of Manned by providing LHS on L-xing no.
65,198,209 & 219 on DLI-BTI section. (NIT 34-W-[V-20-21)
2. Elimination of Manned by providing LHS on L-xing no.
65,198,209 & 219 on DLI-BTI section. (NIT 35-W-1V-20-21)

Date & time for online submission of | Up to 11.00 AM, 23.11.2020 Up to 11.00 AM,

bid document 09.12.2020
Deposition of Bid Security Up to 2.00 PM, 23.11.2020 Up to 1.00 PM,
(remaining part in the form of BG) 09.12.2020

Date & Time for Opening of
Technical bid.

3.00 PM, 23.11.2020 3.00 PM, 09.12.2020

2.| Approx. cost of work| (1) Rs. 11,47,52,959.27 (2) Rs. 11,47,52,959.27

1.Rs. 7,23,800.00 2. Rs. 7,23,800.00

Bidding Start date for work no. Up to 15:00
hrs. on 04.12.2020 opening of e-Tender at
15:00 hrs. on 18.12.2020.

3.| Earnest Money

4.| Date and Time for submission of
tender and opening of tender

All other terms and conditions shall remain same as mentioned in original NIT.
UBN No.:

Sd/-
PHE2021WLRC05931 (Mukul Bhargava)
Addl. Chief Engineer

DIPR/C/9128/2020

PHED, Region Bharatpur

New Delhi

5.| Website particulars, published e-tender, notice
location etc. complete details of tender can be
seen and web site where the tender form can
be downloaded

No. 128-W/260/Tender Notice/34&35/20-21/W-IV Date: 23.11.2020

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

Above tender available on
IREPS site i.e.
www.ireps.gov.in

2620/2020
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AFRICAN FOOTBALL CHIEF BANNED FOR 5 YEARS
African football confederation president Ahmad Ahmad was banned for five years by
FIFA on Monday for financial misconduct. The ban was announced during the
Madagascan officials campaign to be reelected for four more years as the head of
African soccer. His position also makes him a FIFA vice president.

SRIRAM VEERA
MUMBAI,NOVEMBER 23

THAT AFTERNOON in 2015, Marcus Stoinis
was about to catch aflight to India for a cricket
tour. The previous night, his cancer-stricken
father Chris felt dehydrated and went down-
stairs for a drink. Weak and dizzy, he passed
out on the floor, where Stoinis, his sister, and
mother found him six hours later, lying with
abroken nose in a pool of blood.

“I spend two hours in the hospital, go
home, pack my bags, and flew to India that
afternoon. 100 per cent I didn’t want to go to
India, I didn’t want to be on that plane. But I
know if I am going, I have to make it really
worth it. I did really well personally and
proved alot to myself. That's when true men-
tal toughness comes in, your ability to lock
into a task, ability to get most of yourself
when you feel like you can’t,” Stoinis shares in
apodcast, hosted by kids from his old school,
Hale, this April.

There had been many such moments
with his father, who battled cancer for a
decade before he died in November 2017.
Stoinis was playing in a domestic match
when his cousin landed up at the ground. He
immediately sensed what had transpired,
and his team-mate Adam Zampa embraced
him, and both sat outside the boundary for
half an hour in a quiet daze of camaraderie.

His father, his hero, was also the man who
shaped Stoinis’ career, from infusing a love for
the game to making important choices along
the way. Like making him meet a sports psy-
chologist. Like helping him shift states to fur-
ther his career.

Stoinis, who had made his debut for
Western Australia as a 19-year-old, had lost
his contract. After meandering over a year
with WA, he told his father in 2012 that they
need to do something. His father suggested
aswitchin scenery.

The father and son firstlanded in Adelaide
to try out at South Australia where former
first-class player Darren Berry was coach.
Stoinis was told that he can train with the
first-class team but won't get a contract fora
while.

As the duo stepped out of the room, the
two looked at each other, and the father went,
“F**k that! you are not going to live in
Adelaide!” Stoinis tells in the podcast. “And
yeah, am not going to live in Adelaide. He goes,
‘where do you want to live’ and I say, either
Sydney or Melbourne”. Stoinis ended up in
Melbourne to play for Victoria, a decision
which changed his career for good.

“Oh, you can’t make it in cricket ... He is
going to be a personal trainerina gym... He
is going to a university and end up in ac-
counts.” Voices from peers around the time
of the switch that still ring in Stoinis’ ears, a
decade later.

‘[swear to god I still remember them,” the
face wrinkles into a smile, “[ still use that as
motivation now.”

It'simpressionable kids he is speaking to,

SHORT STORIES

[Tracing the rise of talented game changers who are primed for their time in the sun during this Australian summer]

Making of the Hulk

Blessed with immense talent and imposing physique, all-rounder Marcus Stoinis had to overcome
personal loss and on-field setbacks before realising his potential

notjust the two who are asking the questions,
but the podcast’s targeted audience is chil-
dren across schools, and Stoinis shares his
mantra.

“If you are competitive, don'’t let anyone
say you are.” That's something it seems he
had heard a bit too often in his formative
years. “Don’tlet anyone tell you otherwise. If
there is anything | have seen in people who
are successful in what they do. it’s that they
are unbelievably competitive.

“I always want to win; I always want to
keep going. That's me.”

Unshackling the mental chains seems to
be Stoinis’ thing. “100 per cent” says Dave
Diggle, his psychologist, an international
gymnast in UK in his previous vocation.
“Marcus’ dad saw me on TV and hunted me
down. And I have been with him nearly a
decade now, from around the time he shifted
to Victoria.”

A lingering state of frustration can push
one to find out what one really wants. Stoinis
had two such long frustrating phases, first

Like luxury prisons:
Rabada on bio-bubbles

South Africa fast bowler Kagiso Rabada com-
pared bio-secure bubbles to "luxury prisons",
having been in one during his IPL stint but re-
minded that they are "still lucky" in a COVID-
19 world where millions lost their livelihood.
The 25-year-old fast bowler ended as the
highest wicket-taker in the IPL (with 30
scalps) while playing for eventual runners-up
Delhi Capitals. Now, he is set to enter another
bio-secure bubble against visiting England in
awhite-ball series starting Friday.

“It can be quite tough. You can't interact.
You've basically lost your freedom. It's almost
like luxury prisons we are in. But we have to
remind ourselves that we are fortunate,”
Rabada said in a virtual series eve press con-

ference. “People have lost their jobs, people
are struggling at the moment, so we must be
grateful for the opportunity we have been
given to make some money and to do what
we love,” he said, according to ESPNcricinfo.
Rabada likened the players inside a bio-se-
cure bubble as “spoilt kids not getting what
they want at the candy store”.

"We don't get treated too badly. We stay in
great hotels. We get the best food. (But) It can
be quite tough because you are surrounded
by four walls the whole time and that canbe a
factor mentally. But just remind yourself of all
the good things that are happening and once
we start playing, it will take away from the
desolate times.” PTI

BAI wants rules eased for Open

The Badminton Association of India (BAI) re-
quested the Sports Ministry to relax the
mandatory 14-day quarantine period for for-
eign players participating in next year's Yonex
Sunrise India Open. BAl general secretary
Ajay Singhania met sports minister Kiren
Rijiju to chalk out a plan for conducting the
400,000 India Open event, which is sched-
uled to be held from March 30 to April 4 at the
Indira Gandhi Stadium. "I met the hon-
ourable sports minister today and requested
him to consider the current international
practice of accepting a negative RT-PCR test
report taken 72 hours before departure on
arrival in the country instead of 14-day quar-
antine," Singhania said. With the 2021 India
Open being an Olympic qualifier, the world's
top players are expected to play. PTI

Liverpool beat Leicester 3-0

Liverpool cruised to a 3-0 win over
Leicester City at Anfield on Sunday as they
set a new club record of 64 straight un-
beaten home league games. An own goal
from Jonny Evans and headers from Diogo
Jota, continuing his streak of scoring in his
first four league games at Anfield, and
Roberto Firmino were enough to give
Juergen Klopp a victory over his predeces-
sor Brendan Rodgers. The result moves de-
fending champions Liverpool level on 20
points with leaders Tottenham Hotspur
while Leicester are fourth, level on 18
points with third-placed Chelsea. Reds
were without Mohamed Salah, who had
tested positive for COVID-19, and the in-
jured Jordan Henderson and Trent
Alexander-Arnold. AP

Suvajit Dey

when he was out of contract with Western
Australia, and again more than a year of being
outof contractand not allowed to play in the
second Xl or even train with the mainteamin
Victoria. “That was the most important time
of my career. It was the first time I turned to-
wards the mental side of things.”

Like setting goals, why he wants to be a
better cricketer, what were his core values,
what he wanted out of life.

“I'have played 12 years of cricket now and
if you don’t have those things, you can lose
motivation quickly, it's too easy to go off track.
Iwas forced to learn all that through that pe-
riod where [ was probably lost as I have ever
been in my life, but it ended up as being the
best thing for me.”

It was a lack of consistency that was
threatening to set back Stoinis’ career. “Why
is there inconsistency? Because most per-
formers perform on emotions,” says Diggle.
“We look at his natural behavioural trait and
we built a framework around it. That's why
you see a tremendously passionate guy on

Stoinis had two long frustrating
phases, first when he was out of
contract with Western Australia,
and again more than a year of
being out of contract and not
allowed to play in the second XI
or even train with the main
team in Victoria.

the field but someone who knows his way
around those emotions, knows how to make
them work for him.”

When Stoinis the batsman breaks free and
discovers what he can be, like in his most fa-
mous knock of 146 against New Zealand in
an ODI or in the numerous Big Bash games
and a few IPL matches, we get a glimpse of
that world where he makes the rules, where
he is boss. It’s quite an un-Australian tech-
nique. At first glance, it does seem Australian
enough with the expectation arising from the
beefed-up physique that he could be all arms,
but the lingering after effect is that of the sur-
prising wristiness in his shots. It's the big
shoulders, the broad chest, the chiselled jaw-
line that we first see. Stoinis looks imposing
just before he gets into stance.

But then he almost shrivels up as if he
doesn’t want to show off his physique. He sort
of doubles up, curls up in his stance and
squeezes into as tiny a space as his big body
would allow. One can sense why he doesiit; as
everything that happens after the bowler re-
leases the ball is arecoiling reaction from him,
arelease of pent-up energy. Stoinis springs
outand explodes as if that stance allows him
to conserve all his energy which he then dis-
sipates in an explosive recoil.

There is a certain nonchalance to his leg-
side play, especially the pick-up and swat be-
hind square that he plays after a tiny side-step
to hisright. The left leg hangs relaxed in the air
even as he transfers his weight on to the back-
foot and lets his wrists shoo away the ball.

That ease has to stem from some inner
trustin his ability. “When you are under pres-
sure at the crease, you revert to the most fa-
miliar thing to you,” says Diggle. So, the idea
is to then make that familiar thing a mental
pattern for performance. “So that he knows
how to bat under pressure rather thanreact.”

In one of those quarantine evenings of
team-bonding at the hotel, Delhi Capitals cap-
tain Shreyas Iyer does an impression of
Stoinis. The swaying walk and the wide drop-
jaw smile. In the background, one can hear
Stoinis continuously guffawing. Both the
drop-jaw smile and guffaw canraise impres-
sions of artificiality in most, but don’t seem
out of place with Stoinis. “What you see is
how he really is. We have worked to achieve
astate where he doesn’t need a facade, where
he can be himself,” Diggle says.

Rohit, Ishant uncertain
for Tests in Australia

SHAMIK CHAKRABARTY
KOLKATA,NOVEMBER 23

ROHIT SHARMA and Ishant Sharma are un-
likely to board a flight to Australia in the next
three-four days, The Indian Express under-
stands. Also, it is learnt that the Indian team
management hasn’t yet received any com-
munication from the National Cricket
Academy (NCA) or BCCI as regards to when
the two are joining the squad. And if that's
the case, then going by Indian team head
coach Ravi Shastri’s comment, both might
miss the entire Test series.

Rohit (hamstring injury) and Ishant
(ribcage injury) are currently at the NCA for
their rehab and on Sunday, Shastri expressed
apprehension on the two players’ participa-
tion in the upcoming Test series unless they
fly out in the next “three to four days”.

A14-day quarantine period is mandatory
upon reaching Australia and the first Test in
Adelaide commences on December 17. But
it'safour-Test series and both Rohit and Ishant
could be available for the Boxing Day Test on-
wards even if they don’t fly out in the next
few days. It's not clear if Shastri has put a ques-
tion mark on their recovery; whether they
can sustain the rigours of a Test series. Or it
could be that the two need to prove their
match fitness ahead of the Test series, during
India’s second and final tour game, against
Australia A in Sydney (December 11-13).

“If you need to play in the Test series or
any red-ball cricket, you've got to be on the
flight in the next three or four days. If you
aren'’t, then it’s going to be tough,” Shastri
told ABC Sport on Sunday.

In his interview, the head coach spoke
about Rohit and Ishant being assessed by the
NCA medical team. “But things could get dif-
ficultif he’s (Rohit) asked to wait for too long,
(because) then you're talking of the quaran-
tine again, which might make it really tough
for even him to come just in time for the Test
series,” Shastri said.

The national selectors had left Rohit out
of the Australia tour after he suffered a ham-
string injury playing for the Mumbai Indians
inthe IPL.

Rohit, however, returned to play for his
franchise after missing four matches and was
eventually included in the Test squad.

While updating the squads for the
Australia tour, the BCCI had said: “The BCCI
Medical Team has been monitoring Rohit
Sharma’s fitness and has briefed All-India
Senior Selection Committee on the same. In
consultation with Mr Sharma, it has been de-
cided to rest him for the ODIs and T20Is in
Australia to regain full fitness and he has been
included in India’s Test squad for the Border-
Gavaskar Trophy.”

Shastri reiterated that the BCCI and the
team management knew all along that Rohit
would miss the limited-overs leg of the tour,
which starts with an ODI in Sydney on
November 27. “He (Rohit) was never going
to play the white-ball series, they were just
looking to see how long he needed the rest,
because you can’t afford to be resting for too
long,” the head coach said.

If indeed Rohit misses the Test series, as
per Shastri’s apprehension, it would be a big
blow for India, more so because skipper Virat
Kohli is returning home after the first Test.
The team has a back-up opener in KL Rahul,
but given Rohit’s quality, experience and a
solid backfoot game, the Aussies might have
a considerable upper hand if the batsman
doesn't makeit.
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Last week, Rohit Sharma said he was
confident of playing the Test matches
but going by Ravi Shastri’s comments
it could be a difficult race against time.

Itis learnt that the Indian team
management hasn’t yet received
any communication from the
National Cricket Academy (NCA)
or BCCl asregards to when the
two are joining the squad. And if
that’s the case, then going by
Indian team head coach Ravi
Shastri’s comment, both might
miss the entire Test series.

Rohit has scored 556 runs, including two
centuries and a double century, in his last five
Tests after he started opening the innings.
Two years ago, during India’s triumphant
tour of Australia, he had scored 106 runs in
two Tests, but was yet to cement his place in
the Test side then.

AsfarasIshantis concerned, the BCCl ad-
visory had said: “The senior Indian fast
bowler has been undergoing his rehab at the
National Cricket Academy in Bengaluru.
Once he fully recovers and gains sufficient
match fitness, he will be added to India’s Test
squad.”

If “sufficient match fitness” are the oper-
ative words here, Ishant has to reach
Australia early enough to be available for
India’s second tour game. He, along with
Rohit, will not be available for the December
6-8 India A versus Australia A fixture even if
they fly out in the next three-four days.

“It's (Ishant’s) a similar case to Rohit,”
Shastri said in the interview, adding: “You
don’treally know how quickly he’ll be avail-
able to fly out. Like I said, if anyone has to
play in the Test series, he has to be on the
flight in the next four or five days. Otherwise,
it's very difficult.”

Ishant sustained a “left internal oblique
muscle tear” during Delhi Capitals’ training
session on October 7, which ruled him out of
the IPL.

The senior-most bowler in the Indian
team is on the cusp of the 100-Test landmark
(97 Tests), and had a pretty decent tour of
Australiain 2018-19, returning with 11 wick-
etsat23.81 in three Tests.

Medvedev’s ATP Finals title isn’t a change-of-guard win

GAURAVBHATT
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 23

ANOTHERATP Tour Finals, another first-time
winner. On Sunday, Daniil Medvedev defeated
Dominic Thiem4-6,7-6(2),6-4 tolift the year-
ending trophy; becoming the fifth playerinas
many years to win the tournament for the first
time. While Andy Murray was a made man
when he won in 2016, the champions since —
Grigor Dimitrov, Alexander Zverev, Stefanos
Tsitsipas and now Medvedev inevitably trig-
gered talks of changing guards and hopes of
anew world order.

This time around, the hype is two-fold.
During the group stages not only did cham-
pion Medvedev beat Novak Djokovic and
Rafael Nadal this week, the runner-up Thiem
did so too. The results though haven't come
out of the blue. Medvedev has now won
three of the last four meetings with Djokovic.
And while the win over Nadal on Saturday
was the Russian's first, he pushed the
Spaniard to three sets in London last year and
to five in the US Open final.

Thiem too has beaten Djokovic thrice in
the last four matches. All four contests
stretched to deciding sets and Austrian's only
loss came in the Australian Open final in
January. Against Nadal, he is 6-9 overall, with
wins on indoor and outdoor hard courts as
well as clay in the last two years.

Is it really surprising then that the top
dogs of the men's tour lost to the third and
fourth-ranked players? And what exactly do
Medvedev's title win, and Thiem's second
runner-up finish, say about tennis' future?

Where does the tournament fit?
Played since 1970, the year-end tourna-

Medvedev (L) beat Thiem to become the 5th player in 5 years to win the title. Reuters

ment has undergone several revisions;
namely the 'Masters Grand Prix', 'ATP Tour
World Championships', 'Tennis Masters
Cup’,'World Tour Finals' and now ATP Finals.
The concept though has remained largely
consistent.

and Masters titles in terms of prestige.
Thiem's wins over Nadal and Djokovic,
Medvedev's win over the latter were highly
competitive clashes, drawing praise from los-
ing veterans. But these were still three-set
matches. It is in the best-of-five

Top eight players converge in — world of Grand Slams that men's
a season-finale of sorts and an : tennis yearns for breakthroughs.
undefeated champion can rake | == Also, the top players are
in $1,564,000 in prize money | <% physically, if not mentally too,
and 1500 ranking points. : winding down by November.

Roger Federer sayshewillgo | 5 The prominent narrative thread
to the moon to play the Tour |l . this week was whether Nadal
Finals. Djokovic calls it “the most would be able to win his first

challenging tournament of the

year or of the season” because it “makes us
all go into this competitive mode right away,
from the first point.”

But despite the high-octane tennis and a
bevy of stars, the tournament isn't even re-
garded as the fifth Slam — that distinction is
reserved for the Indian Wells Masters — and
is generally placed between the Grand Slams

Tour Finals.

The 34-year-old has competed at ten Tour
Finals, finishing runner-up twice in 2010 and
2013. Six times, however, Nadal qualified for
the event but withdrew after taxing year-long
efforts. The round-robin format, and the fact
that a player can walk away with a title de-
spite an early loss, also dissociate the event
from the do-or-die stakes of other events.

Sign of things to come?

Federer and Djokovic utilised most of
their year-end titles as a means to underline
dominance. Federer won his six Tour Finals
titles between 2003 and 2011, at the peak of
his power.

Djokovic's run from 2012 to 2015 added
heft to his G.O.A.T contendership. But their
first wins were extended coronation.
Djokovic won his first Grand Slam at 2008
Australian Open and proved he is no one-hit
wonder with the Finals triumph the same
year. Similarly, in 2003, Federer won his first
Grand Slam title at Wimbledon and the
Finals tournament.

“Qualifying for the Tennis Masters Cup
(thatyear)was a huge deal,” Federer told the
ATP website. “It opened my belief that I could
beat the best baseline players from the base-
line. 2003 was a true breakthrough tourna-
ment for me at the time."

Compare that to the last five winners.
Murray was already a three-time Grand Slam
champion when he won the year-ending title
in2016.The nextyear, his battles with injuries
worsened and the Brit hasn't won a Major
since. Dimitrov, Zverev and Tsitsipas are yet to
back up their triumphs with Major success.

Whichis not to discredit Medvedev's win.

The 24-year-old is a feisty character un-
afraid to antagonise opponents and crowds
or to switch up gameplans.

Facing a top baseliner in Thiem on
Sunday, Medvedev disrupted his opponent's
flow and shortened the points.

Thiem, meanwhile, has already broken
through with the US Opentttitle this year and
looks set to build on that in the coming years.
Their Tour Finals run might galvanise them
with momentum and self-belief, but it's
hardly a gauge of quality.
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ADVERTORIAL

A CENTRE OF EXCELLENCE

The University has emerged as a premier institution

URU Jambheshwar
University of Science &
Technology, Hisar;
formerly Guru
Jambheshwar University erstwhile a
Regional Centre of Kurukshetra
University, was established on
October 20, 1995 by an Act of
Legislature of the State of Haryana.
The University was established with
an aim to facilitate and promote
studies and research in emerging
areas of higher education with focus
on new frontiers of Science &
Technology, Engineering Studies,
Environmental Studies, Media
Studies, Pharmaceuticals Science
and Management Studies with an
objective to achieve proficiency in
these related fields. It was formally
inaugurated on November 01, 1995.
The University has been named after
Guru Jambheshwar Ji Maharaj; a
saint & environmentalist of 15th
Century. Itissituated in Hisar.

VISION:

To develop the University as a
centre of Excellence for quality
teaching, research and extension
services, to produce the dynamic and
competent human resources and act
as aknowledge powerhouse capable of
contributing to national development
and welfare of the society.

MISSION:

The University aspires to be a
globally recognized centre of
excellence in the field of technical
education and research. It strives to
achieve this objective by introducing
innovative and job oriented courses,
employing competent and motivated
faculty, developing state-of-the art
infrastructure, striking purposeful
linkages with industry and
professional bodies and promoting
quality life on campus. The
University focuses on the student
community to imbibe them with
passion for knowledge and creativity
and to promote sustainable growth
in academic resources, student
placements, and holistic human
development with a strong conviction
for professional, ethical, social and
environmental issues.

The University has been
recognized by the University Grants
Commission (UGC)under Section 2(f)
for recognition of degrees on 11
01.1996 and under section 12(B) of
the UGC Act to be eligible for central
assistance on 07.02.1997. The
University was accredited with ‘A’
grade with CGPA 3.26in 2009 and in
2014 was Re-Accredited with ‘A’
Grade with CGPA 3.28 in 2014 and
this accreditation is valid up to
09.12.2021.

NAAC has reviewed the Human
Resource Development Centre
(HRDC) as Front Runner Performer
with highest score.

The University has been graded
Autonomy Category-II by UGC in
2018 for continuously improved
NAAC score.

The University was ranked 24th
in the National Institutional
Ranking Framework- 2016 (NIRF)
and has been ranked 94TH in the
University category in the NIRF-
2020. It has secured 31st rank in the
Pharmacy category in the NIRF-
2020 and has ranked 195th in the
Engineering category in NIRF-2020.

Adding international rankings to
its cap, the university has secured 6th
rank in Ul Green Metric. The
University of Jakarta, Indonesia, has
recognized GJUS&T as the World's
most sustainable University. The
University was ranked 321st in the
International ranking.

GJUS&T, Hisar is known as a
recognized Social Entrepreneurship.
Swachhta & Rural Engagement Cell
(SF'S REC) institution by Mahatma
Gandhi National Council of Rural
Education, Department of Higher
Education, Ministry of Education,
Govt. of India

The University has successfully
framed the SES REC action plan and
constituted ten working groups for
improving facilities in the campus
and the community adopted villages
in the areas of sanitation & hygiene,
waste management, water
management, energy conservation

e ——

19, 2020.

and has already made a mark

environment.

(NAAC) for a period of five

journey of this university.

Pror. TANKESHWAR KumAR
Vice-Chancellor

Guru Jambheshwar University

It gives me immense pleasure to apprise that Guru
Jambheshwar University of Science and Technology, Hisar,
which was established as a fechnical University on October 20,

1995 under Haryana State Legislative Act No. 17 of 1995 at
Hisar, Haryana, is celebrating its Silver Jubilee Year and com-
pleted an outstandling academic journey of 25 years on October

The University has emerged as a premier institution fo inspire,
motivate and nurture professional excellence during these years.
The dedlication of this University has enabled it fo shine high in
the modern era of Science & Technology. The University has
taken a number of steps o promote quality technical education

in certain areas that contribute

to promote quality edlucation in the present global competitive

During its journey, the University has been accredited ‘A’
Grade by National Assessment and Accreditation Council
(NAAC), in 2002 for five years and has been re-accredited as
grade ‘A’ with CGPA 3.26 in 2009. Thereafter, the University
has also been reaccredited third ime as ‘A’ Grade with CGPA
3.28 by National Assessment and Accreditation Council

years from 10.12.2014 to

09.12.2019 and further extended for seven (five plus two] years
i.e. upto 09.12.2021. Recently, the University has ranked be-
tween 6-25 in the Atal Ranking of Institutions on Innovation and
Achievement [ARIIA) 2020. The University has also got interna-
tional rank 801-1000 in Times Higher Education World
University Ranking, UK-2021. Ithas been ranked at 4th posi-
tion in NIRF by MHRD in the year 2020, 2 1stin Pharmacy and
195th in Engineering. | extend my sincere best wishes fo all the
faculty members, students and nonteaching staff on this joyous
occasion. | wish that Almighty may continue fo shower his bless-
ings on this University in contributing towards the technological
world of our dreams. | feel proud to be a part of the successful

The University faculty members have more than 780 Ph.D.
degrees in their credit. The h-index of the Scopus Research
Publications is 87 which is the highest in the region with more than
2,700 research publications of infernational repute in Scopus.

L.

and greenery post COVID-19, along
with the observation of three;
environment, entrepreneurship and
community engagement related days
to inculcate in facility students and
community and practices of
mentoring, social responsibility,
Swachhta and care for environment
and resources.

Social Justice and Empowerment
Department, Govt. of Haryana has
awarded the University with 1st
Prize for the Best Awareness Drive
for conducting best awareness
campaigns in the field of prevention

of alcoholism and substance
abuse for the year 2019-20 under
the state scheme.

The University in the journey
of 25 years of academic and
research excellence has signed
many Foreign Research
collaborations with the following
Universities:
mUniversity of Manitoba
Educational and Academic
Exchange Programme

(12.02.2006)
m University of Maryland

to inspire, motivate and nurture professional
excellence during these years

'
w

-
1

- STt s
ol pe il
[ 2 '-_
g LW
‘. 'n!" N

E & TECRNDLOGY, ties

% OF SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY, HISAR

" fFal e by Siai Lingdahore A 17 |95

& Koy b L -HIH&uur I"-I.I'l'u“‘.lh

14T GRADE 3400 ACCEEBITEDF

Joint Academic and Research
Programmes

mGeorge Washington University
Promotion of Research & Extension
in Bio-Sc. (24.07.2007)
mCartegana Technical University,
Spain (02.02.2017)

mBeijing Graphic Communication
Institute, China (17.05.2016)
mZabolotny Institute of
Microbiology and Virology,
National Academy of Science,
Ukraine (22.05.2016)

mWolkite University, Ethopia
(16.03.2017)

mMichigan Technological
University, Houghton, Michigan,
United States.

mProf. Giovanna Marrazza,
Department of Chemistry,
University of Florence, Italy
mProf. Ki-Hyun Kim, Atmospheric
Environment & Air Quality
Management Lab, Department of
Civil & Environmental

~ Engineering.

mHanyang University, Seou, South
Korea
mUniversity of Guelph, Guelph,
Ontario, Canada

The University stands at 801-
1000 Rank Band in the globally
prestigious Times Higher Education
World University Ranking 2021, by
Great Britain. The University holds
461st rank in teaching in the World
Ranking and received 25th Rank at
National Level out of 63 selected
Indian IT's Universities. The
University has claimed 51st rank in
Research and 18th Rank in
Citations.

Guru Jambheshwar University
of Science & Technology, Hisar has
been categorized as 'Bank A’
institution (rank between 6-25)in
category of "Govt. and Govt. Aided
Universities in Atal Ranking of
Institutions on  Innovation
Achievement  (ARIA) 2020
announced on 18th August, 2020 by
Ministry of the Human Resource
Development, Govt. of India

Our University was ranked 15th
by India Today-MDRA Best
Technical University ranking-2018
and improving two positions, we
secured 13th Rank in the same year
2019. Competing with all IIT's and
all other Universities of the country
we secured 21st rank in the India
Today-MDRA 2021.

GURU JAMBHESHWAR UNIVERSITY

1/ OF SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY,

HISAR

(Pt fidnd By Suse Leggedstire Act 1T of 1995 & Hicogmaanl by DG A 0o 1200 & 2 (F)

CEAT GIEARDE MAAL ACCHREDITED )

DIRECTORATE OF DISTANCE EDUCATION
Approved Programmes by DEE I_JEC (vide letter no. 86-2/2017 DEB-IV, dated 29.10.2020)
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— PROGRAMMES OFFERED—

= Bachelor of Arts (B.A)
* Bachelor of Arts (Mass Communication)

* Bachelor of Commerce (B. Com.)

* haster of Arts (Mass Communication)

= haster of Business Administration (MBA)
* haster of Commerce (M. Com.)

* Master of Science [Mathematics)

* Master of Computer Applications. (M
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Academic Excellence is TMU'’s Pride!

orona’s impact has left the education

domain to struggle greatly to provide

excellence in the education system.
Due to which UGC has implemented certain
guidelines for the universities to abide.
Teerthanker Mahaveer University (TMU),
Moradabad has implemented all the necessi-
ties to ensure safe conduct in the university
owing to the safety of the campus and the
need to follow the guidelines.

TMU with its student-oriented policies has
been dominating the education sector of the
region and soon became a recognized institu-
tion through its nineteen years-long journey
of imparting education on a national & in-
ternational scale. TMU's academic excel-
lence, infrastructural amenities, and com-
mendable student placement have made it
a desirable educational hub for students of In-
dia & overseas.

A small dream of Chancellor Suresh Jain &
Vice-Chairman Manish Jain today stands in a
wide campus stretched across 140 acres of
land wherein all the amenities are made avail-
able for the students academic, sports & fit-
ness, food, and utility purposes. The univer-
sity never falls short to accommodate any
form of advancement that's beneficial for the
growth of the students. The university has
more than 14000 students passed out and is
rapidly growing its community through the
great work it puts into shaping the students
for their desired future with a multitude of
growth through various professional backing
for the students like soft skills training, har-
nessing their talents through various plat-
forms like clubs, courses, workshops, etc.

The university doesn't just focus on nurtur-
ing the students through academic knowl-
edge but also aims to provide an overall devel-
opment that is supported by its world-class
amenities.

WORLD-CLASS AMENITIES AT TMU
The campus is well equipped for facilitating

TMU’S success
lies in the ex-
tremely  place-
ment driven pro-
grammes it
features. More-
over, our battal-
ion of faculty
members, trainers, mentors that are
more than 950 in number guide the
students by keeping up with the indus-
try demands hence proving much more
beneficial for the students. With a prac-
tice-based & industry worthy approach,
TMU's students have become an un-
stoppable force that's been conquering
the professional goals they have set for
themselves.

TMU believes in growth and ad-
vancement and to achieve that it keeps
updating its curriculum and teaching
methodologies, industrial exposure, etc
so that it brings a revolutionary change
in shaping its students.

SURESH JAIN, Chancellor,
Teerthanker Mahaveer University
(TMU), Moradabad

is Ragging free, but also have multiple student
grievances committees for the student wel-
fare. Due to such qualitative establishments,
TMU became a nodal center for Wipro.
AWARDS & RECOGNITION

TMU in competition to 36 other private uni-
versities of U.P. has won 3 awards recently in
the year 2020 for ‘Excellence in Qualified Fac-
ulty," ‘Excellence in a residential facility,‘Excel-
lence in Courses Offered.’ Moreover, Hindustan
Times also awarded 20 good universities in
the state among which TMU was one that re-
ceived the award through online ceremony. In
2016, TMU also ranked amongst the top 100

any requirement for the students
of the college in terms of security
& safety with it's CCTV camera
surveillance, security team inside
the campus; Elite infrastructure of
colleges equipped with smart

universities in India. TMU has
also bagged the award of UP
Brand Leadership.

The university has many
feathers in its cap and is keep-
ing on upping its standards by

classrooms, online & offline li-
brary facility with 2 lakh and more books and
journals for students; 4600+ capacity hostels
for students with both AC & Non AC facility;
Indoor Sports complex, sports pavilion, gym,
etc for sports enthusiasts; Air-conditioned au-
ditorium with 550 capacity; Mess, cafeterias,
eateries, utility shops, general stores; Bank
with multiple ATMs installed inside campus;
Jinalay for Jain students; TMU Multi super spe-
cialty hospital with 1000+ beds with
renowned reputation; Not just that the campus

bettering the best.
SCHOLARSHIP

The university appreciates the hard work of
talented students and owing to it provides
scholarships to such individuals for their mer-
its. Through this scholarship, the students are
given a rebate on their hostel and college fees.
Up until now 50 crores and more scholarship
benefits have been provided to the accom-
plishing students along with Jain students.
ONLINE CLASSES ATTMU

Due to the smart classroom facilities, TMU has

been way ahead of the rest of the universities
in the means of technological advancement.
The university even under the stress of pan-
demic was having a qualitative and uninter-
rupted educational advancement through the
means of online classes ensuring no acade-
mic loss for the students. The university pro-
vided the students with study materials by
email, WhatsApp, video conferencing, online
library facility, etc.

1700+ online study material was uploaded
by the university which benefitted more than
10,000 students from various streams and
programs.

PROGRAMMES AT TMU

UGC approved more than 140 programmes,
courses are available at the university for stu-
dents, through the 16 colleges spread across
the campus. The programmes featured in the
university follow the main agenda to be a de-
mand-oriented programme where students
can easily fetch jobs or pursue their entrepre-
neurship journey or practice goals.

m Medical College & Research Centre

mDental College & Research Centre

m College of Nursing

m College of Pharmacy

m College of Paramedical Sciences

mDepartment of Physiotherapy

m College of Computing Sciences & Infor-

mation Technology

m Faculty of Engineering

m College of Management & Commerce

m College of Physical Education

m Faculty of Education

m College of Agriculture Sciences

m College of Fine Arts

m College of Law & Legal Studies

m University Polytechnic

m College of Jain Studies

Apart from that Sports academy and re-
search for (PhD) are also excessively pursued in
the university.

PLACEMENT

TMU shows great placement records as
promising as it's other amenities; the latest
placement from 2019-20 got more than 2600
students at more than 70 eminent MNC com-
panies with valued packages up to 28 Lakh
annually.

Even amidst this difficult time of the pan-
demic where people were losing their jobs,
students of TMU have been receiving offers.
TMU's placement wagers opportunity to stu-
dents from Medical, Nursing, dental, para-
medical, pharmacy, engineering, polytechnic,
management, law, BCA, BBA, agriculture, etc.
Due to it, TMU's alumni network has been
growing stronger by day with its students
working not just in India but overseas too at
countries like Dubai, USA, UK, etc by following
their professional careers extremely well.
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MANAGEMENT & COMMERCE
9568416000, 9568417000, 7500317000

*B.Com. (Hons.)

*B.Com. (Pass)

*BBA - General

*MBA - General

*MBA - Hospital Management - 9568719000
Collaboration with @ e
*MBA - Industry Integrated with Global Exposure
*MBA - International Business and Entrepreneurship

COMPUTING SCIENCES & IT
9568516000, 9568517000, 7351418000

AICTE Approved
*B.Tech. Computer Science and Engineering |

MEDICAL 9568518000, 9568519000

« MBBS *MD «MS (All Specializations)
(Admissions through UP NEET Counselling)

M.Sc. (Medical)

9568116000, 8630094411

« Anatomy -+ Physiology * Biochemistry

« Pharmacology * Microbiology

DENTAL 9808723156, 9410095005

e BDS <MDS (All Specializations)
(Admissions through UP NEET Counselling)

*B.Tech. (CSE) Specialization in Artificial Intelligence,
Machine Learning & Deep Learning

«B.Tech. 2nd Year Lateral Entry (CSE) Specialization in
Artificial Intelligence, Machine Learning &
Deep Learning

Collaboration with

«B.Tech. (CSE) Application Development using
Cloud and Analytics Platforms

«B.Tech. 2nd Year Lateral Entry (CSE) Application Develop-

Collaboration with = s Tamif Liarans

*MBA - Supply Chain Management & Logistics

-ment using Cloud and Analytics Platforms Collaboration with 57 ﬂ
| NURSING 9568817000, 9568818000 | . 5 B f
: Collaboration with: i!l-unﬂ.lnr MBA I-.Iandl.crafts Export Management
*ANM -GNM -PB B.Sc. Nursing «B.Tech Cloud Technology & Information Security (CTIS) Collaboration with 5=

*B.Sc. Nursing *M.Sc. Nursing (Ail Specializations) «B.Tech. Data Science *B.Com. (Hons.) Financial Markets

*B.Tech. (CSE) 2" Year Lateral Entry in DS, CTIS & Al ) )
PARAMEDICAL SCIENCES «BCA  Mobile Applications & Web Technologies, Collaboration with .E.t!g..fl_'i%—.
7351318000, 9568319000 «BCA  Cloud Technology & Information Security *BBA - Brand Management & Communication

APPROVED BY U.P. STATE MEDICAL FACULTY, LUCKNOW
(EXCEPT FORENSIC SCIENCE) *M.Tech. Computer Science and Engineering AGRICULTURE SCIENCES
*DXRT *BRIT *MRIT (For x-Ray/ T Scan / MR *BCA Bache'elor of Computer Applications 956861 8000, 956871 7000’ 9568418000
«DMLT «BMLT *MMLT (for Biood Testing Lab) :gcs‘}; f::)x:)“gg{nc';fgfggf; ” ~B.Se Aaricult
=D.0ptom +B.0Optom *M.0ptom (For Eye Testing Lab) «B.Sc. Animation : -Sc. (Hons.) - Agriculture
*B.Sc. (Forensic Science) «MCA Master of Computer Applications EDUCATION
NEW JOB ORIENTED PARAMEDICAL *MCA  2nd Year Lateral Entry 9568717000, 9568418000, 9568618000

DIPLOMA IN -
* Blood Transfusion * C.T. Scan * O.T.
* Emergency & Trauma Care * M.R.I.
« Cardiology ° Dialysis * Physiotherapy
* Anesthesia & Critical Care
* Orthopaedic & Plaster * Neonatal Care
* Audio & Speech Therapy
* Intervention Radiology

| PHYSIOTHERAPY 7351518000

«DPT *BPT ¢MPT ° Orthopaedics * Neurosciences
« Cardiopulmonary « Sports

PHARMACY 9568917000, 9568918000 |

*D.Pharm. (SeatFull) *B.Pharm. (Seat Full)
*B.Pharm.2nd Yr Lateral Entry) * B.Pharm. (practice)
*Pharm.D (Doctor of Pharmacy)

*Pharm.D (Post Baccalaureate)

*D.EI.Ed. (BTC) <B.Ed.
*B.Sc.-B.Ed. (4 yrs.Integrated)
*B.A.-B.Ed. (4 yrs.Integrated)

*B.ELEd.

*B.A. +B.Sc. (ZBC/PCM)

| LAW 9568118000, 9568119000 |
5 Years Integrated Courses

* BA-LL.B. (Hons.) *BBA-LL.B. (Hons.)
« B.Com. -LL.B. (Hons.)

JAIN STUDIES
9568416000, 9568417000, 7500317000
«B.A. Specialization in Jainology
with Hindi and English or Sanskrit
*M.A. Jainology

Ph.D. in following disciplines
9837016031, 0591-2478558

FACULTY OF ENGINEERING *M.Ed.

9568316000, 9568317000
AICTE Approved |

*B.Tech. * E&C  Electrical * Mechanical * Civil
*2nd year Lateral Entry (in above specializations)

Basic Sci Prog!
*B.Sc. (Hons.) Physics, Chemistry, Mathematics
*M.Sc. Physics, Chemistry, Mathematics

POLYTECHNIC (Diploma In Engineering)
9568318000, 8057817000, 8057917000

« Civil « Electrical + Electronics * Computer Sc.

« Mechanical {Automobile, Production,
Refrigeration & Air Conditioning (after 10")}

*2nd Year Lateral Entry in above specializations
(after 12"/ ITI)

Chemistry, Physics, Mathematics, Dental Sciences,
| PHYSICAL EDUCATION 9568718000 | !l:é'gﬂEmAﬁrf]Eﬁ 9411970851 Physical Education, Education, Pharmacy, Management,
*B.PEd. M.PEd. : Medical Anatomy, Paramedical (MLT) and Computer
*BFA  <MFA Science Engineering

*PGDYEd. (Post Graduate Diploma in Yoga Education)

SCHOLARSHIPS

= FOR JAIN STUDENTS : Exemption of Maximum 50% & Minimum 10% in Tuition fee and 40 % to 10% in Hostel fee (rooms with §:\»]\Y, [FXs{ (0] o] 2 = (o 5
common bath only) for entire duration of the programme. (These schalarships shall not b applicable to programmes like MBBS, MS, MD, MDS & Collaborative programes) DELHI - 9539155333
= FOR SPORTS ASPIRANTS : Exemption upto 100% in Tuition fee for meritorious sports aspirants.

= FOR OTHER STUDENTS : Exemption upto 50% in Tuition fee for meritorious students at entry level only. SITNE | Bihar & JKD - 9068199970
(The above scholarships shaif not be applicable for D.El.Ed. (BTC), colfaborative, Dental, Medical & allied programmes) OPEN e
)
N N New Deln Nl B
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