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FOR LONG, the country’s secu-
ritywas“compromised,”border
infrastructure projects delayed
anddemandsbysecurity forces
formoderngearandequipment
ignored, Prime Minister
NarendraModisaidSaturdayas
heinauguratedthe9.2-km-long
Atal tunnelatRohtang.
Without naming anyperson

or party, he said demands for
modern fighter aircraft, ammu-
nition,modernrifles,bulletproof
jackets, extreme coldweather
gearwereshelved.“Filepefile,file
pefile.Kabhifilekholtethhe,kabhi
filekesaathkheltethe(fileafterfile,
file after file… sometimes they
opened a file, sometimes they
playedaroundwiththefile).”
HesaidthecrucialDaulatBeg

Oldie airstrip in Ladakh lay
closed for 40-50 years— aban-
doned in themid-1960s, it was
revived in2008bythe IAF.
“What was the compulsion

(majboori)?Whatwas thepres-
sure?…The fact is that the Air
Forcewasabletorestartitdueto
its own determination, not be-

causeofanypoliticalwillpower,”
he told a gathering in the pres-
enceofDefenceMinisterRajnath
Singh, Chief of Defence Staff
GeneralBipinRawat,Armychief
General MM Naravane and
DefenceSecretaryAjayKumarat
the tunnel’s southern portal at
DhundhinearManali.
The tunnel’s opening, amid

the ongoing India-China stand-
off along the Line of Actual
Control, is going to help sustain

troops mobilised in eastern
Ladakh by providing an almost
all-weather connectivity be-
tweenManali and Leh during
the long,harshwintermonths.
The tunnel is thenewest ad-

ditiontotheIndianlistoffrontier
infrastructure, the construction
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“IT’S A button… I found a but-
ton!” Pravitha P A said, holding
up the small, oval bead-button.
TheClass 12 student, one of the
volunteersattheexcavationsite
in Pattanam, a village in
ErnakulamdistrictofKerala,had
been sieving the soil dug out of

oneof the trenches inheruncle
KSSukumaran’sbackyard.
Ashebrushedthesandoff,P

J Cherian, director of PAMA
Institute, a Kerala-based Trust
that’s carrying out the excava-
tion, knew the 'button' was no
ordinary find. There emerged a
glorious she-Sphinx, the Greek
mythical creature known for its
magicalpowers.
A series of correspondences

withexpertsoverthenextthree
months,includingwithDrGiulia
Rocca, who teaches archeology
andhistoryofGreekandRoman

art at theTorVergataUniversity
ofRome,confirmedCherian’sin-
stinct: the 1.2-cm-long banded
agate, a precious stone found in
the Indian Subcontinent, was
froma seal-ring, very similar to
the kind worn by Augustus
Caesar,thefirstRomanemperor,
whoreignedfrom27BCuntilhis
death inAD14.
The gemstone with the

Sphinx,alongwiththeheadofa
small Greco-Roman statuette
found on Sukumaran’s plot on
April25, isfurtherevidencethat
Pattanam, the small village by

the backwaters of the Periyar
river,couldbeMuziris—theleg-
endary port city that thrived
sometimebetweenthe1stcen-
turyBCand4thcenturyAD.
Muziris, the ‘Emporia of the

East’,flourishedaftertheRomans
conqueredEgypt,androsetobe-
come a key centre for trade be-
tween the Red Sea and Indian
Oceanregions—sendingoutpep-
per, precious stones, silk, beads,
ivoryandpotterytoWestAsiaand
Rome, and importinggold coins,
glass,wineandwheatfromthere.
Then, sometime in the 4th

Century AD, Muziris disap-
peared. There are several theo-
riesaboutthis,amongthemthat,
with the decline of the Roman
empire, its key trading partner,
the port city fell into disuse.
Anotherhypothesisisthatacat-
aclysmic flood in the Periyar in
1341silted theMuzirisharbour,
leaving it toonarrowfor ships.
TheSphinxthatturnedupin

a corner of Sukumaran’s plot is
the biggest find from the latest
roundofexcavations—thetenth
since2007.
How could a Roman seal-

ring,with the Sphinxon it, have
reachedMuziris?"Therearenu-
merous possibilities — mer-
chants and traders could have
broughtit.Anyway,therewasn't
just one royal seal; therewould
havebeenthousands.Theywere
usedbytheemperorhimselfand
thosewhomheauthorised,tobe
usedasastamp, insteadof asig-
nature,”saysCherian,addingthat
there'sanother"strongpossibil-
ity"— that the Sphinxwas pro-
ducedatPattanam.
“Wastage of the banded
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THEARMYhaserectedamemo-
rial to commemorate the 20
Indian soldiers who had died
fighting Chinese troops near
PatrollingPoint14(PP14)ineast-
ern Ladakh on June 15. Theme-
morialmentionsthenamesofall
20 soldierswhohad gone to re-
moveChinesetentsontheIndian
sideof theLineofActualControl,
butwerekilledinahand-to-hand
combatwithrival troops.
The plaque at thememorial,

which is situated along the

Darbuk-Shyok-Daulat BegOldie
road,mentionsthedetailsof the
incident.
“OpSnowLeopard”, itstates,

“on 15th June 2020 at Galwan
Valley, Col B Santosh Babu
Commanding Officer 16 Bihar
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Damage control in Hathras: UP Govt
seeks CBI probe, lifts village lockdown
Familysayswon’ttakenarcotest;DGP,
AddlChiefSecy(Home)visitthem

DEEPMUKHERJEE
BARAN,OCTOBER3

CAUGHT IN THE HATHRAS
firestormwhich has put pres-
sureontheYogiAdityanathgov-
ernmentinUttarPradesh,anal-
leged case of rape of twominor
sisters in Rajasthan’s Baran dis-
trict,275kmfromJaipur,hascre-
ated a political storm in the
Congress-ruledstate.
WiththeBJPmountinganat-

tack on Chief Minister Ashok
Gehlot and the National
Commission for Women on
Saturday criticising Chief

MinisterAshokGehlotforlackof
sensitivity intheBarancase, the
DistrictLegalServicesAuthority
(DLSA)inBaranappointedasen-
ior advocate to extend legal aid
to the familyof theminorgirls.
“Wehadreceivedanapplica-

tion from the two minor girls
throughtheSakhiKendrainBaran

for free legal aid. Following that,
wehave appointed senior advo-
cate Kamlesh Dubey, whowill
providelegalaidtothefamilyand
willmonitorthecaseuntilitscon-
clusion,” DLSA Secretary and
AdditionalDistrict and Sessions
Judge,Baran,ShivKumartoldThe
SundayExpressonSaturday.
In the Baran incident, what

attractedtheOppositionirewas
the rejection by a local court of
an application by the family of
theminorgirlstore-recordtheir
statements under Section 164,
CodeofCriminalProcedure,be-
foreamagistrate.
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BODIESOFthreeRajouri labour-
ers, killed in Shopian on July 18
by theArmywhich called them
terroristsbeforeadmittingthere
was “prima facie evidence indi-
catingthatduringtheoperation,
powersvestedunder theAFSPA
wereexceeded”,wereexhumed
in Baramulla Saturday and
handedover to their families.

TheJ&KPoliceandArmyhave
instituted their own inquiries,
butquestionsremain—fromthe
mystery detention of a Special
PoliceOfficertotheArmy’sclaim
about the “encounter” in
AmshiporainShopian,thekilling
of three “terrorists” and the re-
coveryof“armsandammunition
andIEDmaterial”.
The SPO detained by J&K

Police is Fayaz Ahmad Rather,
working at the Rajbagh police
messinSrinagarandattachedto
aDy SPwith the counter-insur-
gencySpecialOperationsGroup.
From Seri Chauhana village

of Poonch district, Rather, ac-
cording to his family,was taken
bypolicearoundamonthago.
Asked about Rather, IGP
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Rajasthan rape charges: After Opp
criticism, family gets legal help

TELLSSC INAFFIDAVIT

Govt decides to waive
interest on interest
for loans up to Rs 2 cr

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
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STATING THAT a complete
waiverof interestforloanrepay-
ments during themoratorium
periodwouldaffecttheverysur-
vival of banks and create prob-
lems for depositors, the Centre
hastoldtheSupremeCourtthat
it has decided to waive com-
pound interest on MSME and
personal loans up to Rs 2 crore
for thesix-monthperiod.
Inanaffidavit filed inthetop

court, the Union Finance
Ministry said that “after careful
consideration andweighing all
possible options, the...
Government... has decided that
the relief on waiver of com-
pound interest during the six-
monthmoratoriumperiodshall
be limited to themost vulnera-
blecategoryof borrowers”.

“This category of borrow-
ers...would beMSME loans and
personal loans up toRs. 2 crore”
andwould include education,

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

CUTSMANALI-LEHDISTANCEBY46KM

PMNarendraModiwith(fromleft)LtGenHarpalSingh,BRO
DG,DefenceMinisterRajnathSingh,HimachalPradeshCMJai
RamThakurattheinaugurationof thetunnel,Saturday.PTI

ThememorialontheDarbuk-Shyok-DaulatBegOldieroad.ANI

Theshe-Sphinxcarvedonabandedagatestone; theGreco-
Romanstatuettehead, foundinPattanaminApril.Express

In uncle’s backyard, student finds stone linking Kerala to Roman empire

Shopian: Probe looks at role of SPO posted
in Srinagar, Army says will act as per law

Policepersonnel takeawaythebodies thatwereexhumedin
BaramullaonSaturday. Express RELATEDREPORT,PAGE6

Gaps inprobe,
bodiesof three
labourersare
exhumed

On Ladakh road, Army memorial
for 20 soldiers killed in Galwan

SADAFMODAK&
MOHAMEDTHAVER
MUMBAI,OCTOBER3

A FORMER executive producer
of Dharmatic Entertainment, a
sister concern of Karan Johar’s
Dharma Productions whowas
arrested last week, told a court
on Saturday that hewas forced
by officials of the Narcotics
Control Bureau (NCB) to falsely
implicate actors Ranbir Kapoor,
ArjunRampalandDinoMorea.
KshitijPrasadhadearliersaid

theNCBhadforcedhimtoimpli-
cate Johar. The agency had de-
nieditstatingthattheinvestiga-
tionwas being carried out in a

“professionalmanner”.
“I have been repeatedly ha-

rassedandcoercedintofalselyim-
plicating Dino Morea, Arjun
RampalandRanbirKapoorinthe
presentproceedingsdespiteme
repeatedly stating that I do not
knowthe saidpersons andhave
noknowledgeofsuchallegations,”
Prasad said in an application
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DaulatBegOldieairstripclosedfor40-50years…what
wasthecompulsion?IAFopenedit,nopoliticalwill:Modi

PMopens Atal tunnel,
says delayed border
projects on fast trackJIGNASASINHA

&AMILBHATNAGAR
HATHRAS,OCTOBER3

THE UTTAR Pradesh govern-
mentSaturdayrecommendeda
CBI investigation into the entire
chainofeventsintheHathrasas-
saultandallegedgangrapecase,
includingherhurriedcremation
without the family'spresence.
Chief Minister Yogi

Adityanath announced the CBI
probe after going through a re-
port submitted by Additional
ChiefSecretary,Home,Awanish
Kumar Awasthi and Director
General of Police H C Awasthy,
who visited the victim's family
intheirvillageinHathrasdistrict
on Saturday andmet local rep-
resentatives.
The visit by the two officers

followed lifting of the blockade
aroundthevillage, imposedfol-
lowing thecremationof the19-
year-old around 3 am on
Wednesdayorganisedbythepo-
lice. Askedabout the cremation
during his visit, DGP Awasthi
told themedia, "That'swhy this
action (the setting up of an SIT)
hasbeentaken."
The family told The Sunday

Express they will not take the
polygraph and narco tests that
thestategovernmenthadsaidit
would conduct on all those in-
volvedinthecase, includingthe
policeofficers investigating it.
Atapressconferencethathe

andtheDGPheldafter theyhad
spentaroundhalf-an-hourwith
the family, Awanish Awasthi
said,"TheCMhasconstitutedan
SITheadedbyseniorofficialsand
awomanofficer. Statements by
the family have already been
takenbytheinvestigatingteam.
I assure you, every point raised
bythefamilywillbeinvestigated
bytheSIT.Whoever theculprits
are, strictest of action will be
takenagainst them."

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

Congress leaderPriyankaGandhiVadratries tostopUttarPradeshPolicepersonnel from
lathi-chargingherpartyworkersat theDelhi-NoidaborderonSaturday.Shewasheadingto
HathraswithRahulGandhiwhenthescuffle tookplace.PTI

ESHAROY
&AVANEESHMISHRA
NEWDELHI, LUCKNOW,
OCTOBER3

THENATIONALCommission for
Women(NCW)hassaiditwould
lookintothetweetbyBJPIThead
AmitMalviya sharingavideoof
the 19-year-old Hathras Dalit
womanwhodied after shewas
brutallyassaultedandallegedly
gangraped. Asked about the

tweet,NCWChairpersonRekha
SharmatoldTheSundayExpress:
“If she is a rape victim, then the
incidentof tweetingthevideois
really very unfortunate and is
alsoabsolutely illegal."
UnderIndianPenalCodepro-

visions, anyonewhoreveals the
identityofapersonwhoisavic-
tim of sexual assault or sus-
pected to be one canbe impris-
oned forupto twoyears.
Chairperson of the Uttar

Pradesh State Commission for

WomenVimlaBathamalso told
The Sunday Express that she had
not seen the video, but if it dis-
closed thewoman's identity, it
was "definitely objectionable"
andthecommissionwouldtake
cognizance and serveMalviya a
notice.
The BJP leader tweeted the

48-secondvideoonFriday,writ-
ing,“Hathrasvictim’sinteraction
with a reporter outside AMU
wheresheclaimedtherewasan

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

BJP IT head tweets her video; illegal
if she’s rape victim, says NCW chief
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BJP IT head
attempt to strangulateherneck.
Noneofitistotakeawayfromthe
atrocityofthecrimebutunfairto
colouritanddemeanthegravity
ofoneheinouscrimeagainstan-
other...”
In the video, thewomancan

beseen lyingontheground,her
face clearly visible. Till late
Saturdaynight,thevideowasstill
uponMalviya'sTwitteraccount.
Malviya did not respond to

calls andmessages. In another
tweet late on Friday, he said,
"Whyaresomepeoplehellbent
on givingHathras crime, colour
ofasexualassault,whenneither
the victimnor hermother’s ini-
tial statements and not a single
report by variousmedical agen-
cies indicatearape?Isaphysical
assault leading to her death any
lessofacrime?"
Malviya also shared a tweet

by the national in-charge of BJP
MahilaMorchasocialmedia,Priti
Gandhi, saying, "Canyouelabo-
ratewhichlawisviolatedifvideo
ofthevictimisposted??Notone
reportsuggeststhatshewassex-
uallyassaulted. It isonlyafiction
of Lutyenmedia’s imagination.
Arewegovernedbyruleoflawor
thehallucinationsofafew??!!"
TheUPPolicehassaid foren-

sic tests on the woman didn't
showevidenceofrape.Inastate-
ment recorded before amagis-
trateonSeptember22, after she
hadregainedconsciousness, the
19-year-old, however, had said
she had been raped during the
assaultonSeptember14.
Section228AoftheIPCstates

that“whoeverprintsorpublishes
the name or anymatterwhich
maymakeknowntheidentityof
anypersonagainstwhoman[of-
fence under sections 376, 376A,
376B, 376C, 376Dor 376E] is al-
legedorfoundtohavebeencom-
mitted shall be punishedwith
imprisonmentofeitherdescrip-
tionforatermwhichmayextend
to twoyears and shall also be li-
abletofine”. IntheHathrascase,
the FIR has been filed under
Sections 302 (murder), 376D
(rape)andtheSC/STAct.
TheNCWChairperson said,

“Courts have said over and over
againthatarapevictim'sidentity
cannotberevealedinanywhich
way.Whenwesendstatements,
wearealsoverycareful tonever
reveal the identity of a rape vic-
tim. TheUP Police had issued a
statement saying that shewas
notavictimofrape.Nevertheless
there seems to be some confu-
sion.IwillbespeakingwithAmit
Malviya aswell as theUPPolice
personally on the matter. If it
turnsoutthatshewasarapevic-
tim, then theNCWwill take the
issueforwardtoits logicalend.”
The State Commission for

Women's Batham said, "I have
not seen the video and have no
information about that. If the
videohasaphotoofthevictimor
if her statement under Section
164of theCrPC (beforeamagis-
trate) ismentioned, that it isob-
jectionable. If these things are
there, it is definitely objection-
able. I can only say her identity
should not be disclosed. I will
look at the video and take cog-
nizance of thematter.Wewill
serveanotice inthatcase."
DGPHiteshChandraAwasthy

saidhehadnotseenthevideoand
could not comment. Additional
Chief Secretary,Home,Awanish
Kumar Awasthi said, "I cannot
commentonitatthispoint."
TheHathraspolicespokesper-

son said: "Wehavenot received
any complaint about the tweet.
Wewill lookintothematter.”

WITHINPUTSBY
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Interest waiver
housing,auto,consumptionand
consumer durable loans, per-
sonal loans to professionals and
credit card dues of up to Rs 2
crore.
The affidavit comes in re-

sponse to a petition seeking a
waiverof theinterest.

TheGovernment said itwill
seek due authorisation from
Parliamentformaking“appropri-
ategrantsinthisregard”andthis
“shallbeoverandabovethesup-
port of Rs. 3.7 lakh crore to
MSMEs, Rs 70,000 crore for
home loans, etc... extended
through the Garib Kalyan and
AatmaNirbharpackages”.
Arguing against a blanket

waiver, thegovernmentsaid the
word "moratorium" is categori-
callydefinedbytheRBIinvarious
circulars and “was never in-
tendedtobe"waiverof interest"
but"defermentof interest".
“Afteraverycarefulandma-

jorconsiderationofseveralfiscal
and financial criteria, its in-
evitable effects and keeping the
uncertaintyoftheexistingsitua-
tion inmind, thepaymentof in-
terestandinterestoninterestwas
merely deferred andwas never
waived”, theministrysaid.
It said that borrowers have

understood the difference be-
tweenthewaiveranddeferment
and “therefore, amajorityof the
borrowers (more than 50 per-
cent)have in factnot takenben-
efitof themoratorium”.
If theinterest iswaivedonall

the loans and advances for all
classesandcategoriesofborrow-
ers, the amountwould bemore
thanRs6 lakhcrore, thegovern-
mentpointedout.
“Ifthebanksweretobearthis

burden,itwouldnecessarilywipe
outasubstantialandamajorpart
of their net worth, rendering
most of the banks unviable,” it
added. Forexample, suchanex-
ercise “would completelywipe
outoverhalf of theStateBankof
India’s“networth”.
TheCentrealsosoughttolink

the receipt of interest frombor-
rowers topaymentof interest to
depositorswhoitsaid“are...small
depositors, pensioners etc. sur-
vivingoninterest”.
The affidavit pointed out

there are an estimated 8.5 de-
posit accounts in India for every
loan account and added that to
keep the cycle going, “the con-
tractual interestonall outstand-
ing advances will have to be
charged evenduring the period
of deferment and if this com-
poundinginterestisnotreceived
from theborrowers for anypar-
ticular period, a commensurate
denial of interest to customers
holdingdepositsisinevitableand
unimaginable”.
Hearing the matter on

September 3, the court had di-
rectedthataccountswhichhave
not been declared asNPAs as of
August31shouldnotbedeclared
sotill furtherorders.

Rajasthan rape
Baran Superintendent of

PoliceDr Ravi Saturday said the
policewerenowinvestigatingal-
legation of rape by the family.
“The initial FIRwas for kidnap-
ping. But when the girls men-
tioned alleged involvement of
boys in their statements under
Section161CrPCgiventothepo-
lice, the sections pertaining to
rapeandPOCSOActwereadded.
We are investigating the allega-
tions or rape now.Wewill fully
cooperate with the DLSA-ap-
pointedadvocate,andensurejus-
tice,”hetoldTheSundayExpress.
The incident pertains to

September 19,whenanFIRwas
registered under sections 363
(kidnapping) and 34 (acts done
byseveralpersonsinfurtherance
of commonintention)of the IPC
following a complaint by the fa-
ther of the girls who had gone
missing.Thetwoboysnamedby
himwerealsominors.
OnThursday,DrRavihadsaid

thegirls,aged15and13,hadnot
mentionedanysexualassaultor
anyothercriminalangle in their
statementsbeforethemagistrate.
“Theyhadsaidtheywentontheir
own accord. Later, the two of
themwerepresentedbeforethe
ChildWelfareCommittee(CWC),
andsent toahomeforwomen,”
hehadsaid.
Thetwogirlswerelocatedby

thepolice inKotaonSeptember
21andhandedovertothefamily
afterSeptember24.
Senior advocate Dubey, ap-

pointedby theDLSA, saidunder
thePOCSOAct, evenconsensual
sexwithminorswasconsidered
rape. Further, aminor’s consent
is not a consent in the language
of the law, pointedoutRajulben
Desai,Member,NCW.“Itcameup
that in the 164 CrPC, that she
wentonherownwill.Aconsent
ofaminorisnotcountedascon-
sent.Whenwillwe be aware of
this?”shesaidinJaipur.
OnThursday, Gehlot termed

as“unfortunate”theparallelsbe-
ing drawn between the Baran
and Hathras incidents. “…the
girls in Baran have themselves
said in their statements in front
of themagistrate thatnoassault
took place and theywentwith
theboysonownaccord,”hehad
tweetedinHindi.
The Sunday Expressmet the

fatherofthegirlsinBaran,andhe
saidDubeywould speak on the
behalf of the family.Dubey said,
“Thefamilyappearedtobeunder
pressure and afraid for their
safety.Iwillbemonitoringthein-
vestigationprocessandwillalso
seeif therewasanydiscrepancy.
Wewill then take a call on ifwe
need to file additional cases,” he
said.
The BJP said Rajasthan had

become the crime capital of the
country. “In thepast20months,
lakhs of cases have been regis-
tered and a plethora relate to
murder, loot, dacoity, rape and
gang rape...Wedemand the in-
tervention of theGovernor.We
will start a state-wideHalla Bol
campaign,” said Rajasthan BJP
presidentSatishPoonia.
TheBJPhasannouncedafact-

findingteam,whileadelegation
mettheSuperintendentofPolice
inBaranonSaturday.
Thebrotherofoneof themi-

nors accused in the case denied
the rapeallegations, speaking to
TheSundayExpress. “Mybrother
didn’tknowthegirls.Heandhis
friend,whoistheco-accused,had
gone to Kota on September 18.
Theretheysawthegirlsandtheir
fathersittinginapolicejeepand
hitchedaridebacktoBaran.Later
wecametoknowthey’ve fileda
caseagainstus.Theallegationsof
rapearebaseless.Infact,wewere
threatenedbythegirl'sfather,”he
said.

Shopian
(Kashmir)VijayKumarsaid:“SPO
has not been arrested. Hemust
havebeencalledforquestioning,
but onpaper, he hasn’t been ar-
rested. I havebeen told that two
civilians, whowere informers,
were arrested. Iwill saywhat is
onthefile.”
Rather and twoothers,who

havealreadybeenproducedbe-
foreacourtinShopian,arebeing
investigatedfortheirallegedrole
in connectionwith thekillingof
Imtiyaz Ahmad (20) and
Mohammad Ibrar (16) of
DharsakrivillageofKotranka,and
AbrarAhmadofTarkasivillageby
theArmy.
Their bodieswere exhumed

Saturday after J&K Police con-
firmedthatDNAtestshadestab-
lishedtheir identities.
Imtiyaz Ahmad, one of the

three labourers,hadbeenwork-
inginShopiansince2018.Hehad
beenstayingandworkingat the
house of the numbardar of
Chowgam village. On July 16,
Imtiyaz told the numbardar’s
familythathewouldrentaroom
since two other labourers from
hisvillageweregoingtojoinhim.
He rented a room above a

shopintheneighbourhood–it’s
very close to a camp of the 62
Rashtriya Rifles -- from village
resident Shakeel Ahmad Lone.
The nextmorning,when Lone’s

wifewenttotheroom,shedidn’t
findanyonethere.
OnJuly18, the J&KPolicean-

nounced the killing of “three
unidentifiedterrorists”inan“en-
counter” inAmshiporavillageof
Shopian.
“Onaspecific inputby62RR

... an operationwas launched…
During search, terrorists fired
upon Army personnel and en-
counter started. Later on, police
andCRPFalsojoined.Duringen-
counter, three unidentified ter-
roristswerekilled...Incriminating
materials, including arms and
ammunition, were recovered,”
thepolicesaid.
On July 19, Brigadier Ajay

Katoch,Commanderof12Sector
Rashtriya Rifles, had spoken to
thepressontheencounter,with
almost the same details. “On
night 17th and 18th July,we re-
ceived ahuman intelligence... of
presence of 4 to 5 unidentified
terroristsinvillageAmshipora…
At0245hourson18thJulywhile
the cordon party was in the
processoflayingthecordon,they
cameunderheavy fire... At0530
hours,aftertherewasvisibility,a
searchpartywasmovedintothe
targethousewhichwasanewly
constructed small single house.
Whilethesearchpartmovedin-
side, it cameunder fire from in-
sideofthehouse...Intheensuing
action,threeterroristswereneu-
tralized. The dead bodies of the
terrorists, alongwith the arms
andammunitionand IEDmate-
rialrecoveredwerehandedover
totheJ&KPolice…,”hesaid.
On August 9, three families

fromKotrankaareaofRajouriap-
proached police with a report
that three of their kin,whohad
gone to Shopian to work as
labourers,weremissingsincethe
night of July 17. OnAugust 13, a
police team fromSrinagar took
DNA samples of the families to
match themwith the DNA ex-

tracts fromthebodies.
On September 18, theArmy,

in a statement, said an inquiry
had “brought out certain prima
facie evidence indicating that
during the operation, powers
vestedundertheAFSPAwereex-
ceededandtheDosandDon’tsof
ChiefofArmyStaff (COAS)asap-
provedby theHon’ble Supreme
Court have been contravened.
Consequently, the competent
disciplinary authority has di-
rectedtoinitiatedisciplinarypro-
ceedings under the Army Act
against those foundprima-facie
answerable.”
Aweeklater, IGPKumarcon-

firmedthatDNAofthethreefam-
ilies matched with the three
killedinAmshiporaonJuly18.
The Armyhas promised ac-

tion, but has not explained the
“primafacieevidenceindicating
that during the operation, pow-
ersvestedundertheAFSPAwere
exceeded”. Nor has it detailed
“disciplinaryproceedingsunder
theArmyActagainstthosefound
prima-facieanswerable”.Ithasn’t
identifieditsofficersandmenin-
volvedinthecase.
Questionsalsoremainonthe

authenticity of the “encounter”,
the claim about coming under
“heavyfirefromthefringeof the
cordon”, “fire from the centre of
thecordon”and“firefrominside
the house” during searches in a
span of two hours and 45min-
utes, the recovery of pistols and
the sourcing, the claim about
people gathering in large num-
bers at the site and stoning
thoughtheencountertookplace
intheearlyhoursof theday.
Army PRO Col Rajesh Kalia

said:“Furtherproceedingsbased
onthefindingsoftheinitialCourt
of Inquiry under the Army Act
against those foundprima-facie
answerable are underway... The
antecedentsofthethreekilledin
theoperationisamatterofpolice

investigation... Stagemanaged
encounter etc are notwords at-
tributabletotheArmyandourre-
solvetoupholdlawofthelandis
demonstrated by our actions
takentillnow.”

NCB probe
beforethecourtonSaturday.He
said that hewas againmade to
signfalsestatementspreparedby
NCBofficialsandthathewasre-
tractingfromthem,includingthe
self-incriminatoryportions.
Prasadwas in NCB custody

fromSeptember27toOctober3.
On Saturday, the court sent him
tojail tillOctober6.
TheNCB countered Prasad's

allegations stating that hewas
“totally non-cooperative,
adamantandarrogant” andhad
refused to sign a statement he
himself had given. “Hewas try-
ingtobargainhardforputtinghis
signatureonthestatementinlieu
of removal of Section27Aof the
NDPSAct,”theNCBsubmittedto
the court. The section is a non-
bailable offencepertaining to fi-
nancingillicittraffic.Specialpub-
licprosecutorAtulSarpandealso
submitted the statements
recordedbytheNCBtothecourt
andsaidthat theydidn'tcontain
anyof thenamesmentionedby
Prasad.
Inhiswrittenpleasubmitted

through lawyer Satish
Maneshinde, Prasad said, “I say
that I ambeingmentally, emo-
tionally andpsychologically ha-
rassed and abused by the com-
plainant(NCB)intomakingfalse
statements.”Hesaidthathewas
surroundedbyNCBofficialswho
dictated statements andmade
him sign them under duress,
threat and coercion stating that
theywould implicate his wife
andother familymembers if he
didnot.
“Upon reading of the state-

ment, the accused also realised
thatmanypartsofthestatement
wereunilaterallyincludedbythe
officerswithouthisconsent(and)
are completely false,”
Maneshindesaid.
TheNCB claims Prasadwas

partofaconspiracyfordrugpro-
curement and distribution and
had received ganja from co-ac-
cusedAnkushArneja.According
totheNCB,Arnejawasconnected
with accused Anuj Keshwani,
fromwhomcommercialquanti-
ties of drugs were allegedly
seized.
The NCB has also claimed

links betweenPrasad andother
allegedpeddlersaccusedofcon-
nectionswith lateactorSushant
Singh Rajput’s cook Dipesh
Sawant and actor Rhea
Chakraborty and her brother
Showik.
The NCB told The Indian

Express earlier that Prasad had
initially said he did not supply
narcoticstoanyonebutuseditfor
personalconsumptionafterpur-
chasing it from the allegeddrug
peddlersarrestedinthecase.An
official said that during interro-
gation, Prasad had denied con-
suming ganja, but that theyhad
establishedhehadbeen in con-
tactwith the alleged drug ped-
dlersmorethan20times.This is
whythechargeof financingand
conspiracy hadbeen added, the
officialsaid.
However,theofficialsaidthey

had not yet establishedwhom
Prasad allegedly supplied to or
thequantityhedid, but claimed
thathisprimafacieinvolvement
in financing someone “was
enoughtochargehim”.
Twenty arrests have been

made so far in the case, arising
out of the probe into Rajput's
death, on an alleged Bollywood
drug nexus. Among those ar-
rested is Chakraborty and
Showik,with the BombayHigh
Court earlier reserving an order
ontheirbailapplications.
WhileChakrabortyisalsofac-

ing a case onWhatsApp chats
purportedlydealingwithdrugs,
and aprobe onmoney launder-
ingcharges,noarrestshavebeen
made in those. Chakraborty is

alsobeinginvestigatedbytheCBI
overanabetmenttosuicidecase
registeredbyRajput's family.

Army memorial
ledtheQuickReactionForceof16
Biharandattachedtroopstasked
to evict the PLA (People’s
Liberation Army) OP (outpost)
from general area Y Nala and
movefurthertoPP14”.
The plaque mentions that

“thecolumnsuccessfullyevicted
the PLA OP from Y Nala and
reachedPP14whereafierceskir-
mish broke out between the
IndianArmyandPLAtroops”.Col
BSantoshBabu,itsays,“ledfrom
the front and his troops fought
gallantlyinahand-to-handcom-
bat, causing heavy casualties to
thePLA”. ItcallsthekilledIndian
soldiersas“gallantsofGalwan”.
China is yet to officially de-

clare the number of PLA troops
whodiedintheclash,butsources
in the Indian defence establish-
mentsaidBeijinghadunofficially
confirmedtotheIndiansidethat
at least five of their soldiers had
died, including a commanding
officer.
The seventh round of Corps

Commander-level talks are ex-
pected to take place nextweek.
In the diplomatic andmilitary
talks so far, India has been de-
manding a status quo ante, for
troopsfrombothsidestogoback
totheirpositionsasofAprilend.

Roman empire
agate precious stone (onwhich
the Sphinx was carved) was
found in the same trench, along
with cameo blanks, indicating
that therewas a lapidarywork-
shop in Pattanam 2,000 years
ago,”hesays.
On the Sphinx’s association

with Roman royalty, Steven
Sidebotham,professorofancient
history and archaeology at the
University of Delawarewho in
2009 excavated Bernike, an an-
cient port city in Egypt with
knowntrade linkswithMuziris,
said in an email to The Sunday
Express that it’s established that
theseatedfemalewingedSphinx
wasthesignetsymbolonthefin-
ger ring of Augustus. “This sym-
bol then became popular and
manywealthymenundoubtedly
copiedit.”
The Sphinx is also a “phe-

nomenalsign”,saysCherian--of
PattanambeingMuziris. “There
isasilentagreementamonghis-
torians that the pre-9th century
periodwas very primitive. But
findingssuchastheseshowthat’s
not true.There isnowproof that
inter-continental trade ex-
changes were happening,” he
adds.
ChrisGosden,Oxfordprofes-

sor of European Archaeology,
whowasinPattanamduringthe
2014excavationseason,saysthe
recent finds show the connec-
tions between South Asia and
Europeontheonehandandthe
FarEastontheother.“Theseearly
forms of globalisation involved
trade, but also the exchange of
aesthetic forms, ideasandsensi-
bilities...whichmayindicatethat
AsiaandEuropehavemuchmore
entangledhistoriesthanwehave
realised to date,” Gosden said in
anemail.
The66trenchesexcavatedat

Pattanamso far (five of those in
this season)makeupless than1
per cent of the 111 acres of the
Pattanamarcheologicalmound.
ForCherian,everynewfindis

a moment of epiphany – of
Muziris being a place at a time
whenthe“bestthingswerehap-
pening”.Whenheshutshiseyes
and thinksof theport city,what
does he see? “Abeautifulworld
where there was openness of
mind. We are yet to find a
weaponinPattanam.Andthear-
chitecture respects human
scale…we haven’t found any-
thing like the Roman Pantheon
that dwarfs humans. I am ac-
cused of romanticisingMuziris.
But Ispeakfromtheevidence.”
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Howbeingdiagnosedwithacongenital
heartconditionwillaffectAnwarAli’s
career,andwhyRafaelNadal isnothappy
withtheballsusedat theFrenchOpen.
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Opening Atal tunnel, PM slams neglect of key infra

UP govt seeks CBI probe, lifts village lockdown

ofwhichhasriledChinawhich,
over theyears, hasbuilt anex-
tensive network of roads right
up to the LAC and the
McMahonLine,stretchingfrom
LadakhtoArunachalPradesh.
The tunnel under the Pir

Panjal range – it is theworld’s
longest highway tunnel above
the altitude of 10,000 feet
(3000metres) -- cuts the dis-
tancebetweenManaliandLeh
by 46 km, anddriving timeby
fourhours.
It’s a boon for residents of

LahaulandSpitiValleywhore-
main cut off from the rest of
HimachalPradeshfornearlysix
monthsduetosnow.
Though the foundation

stoneof thetunnelwas laidby
then UPA chairperson Sonia
Gandhi in July 2010, it was
wracked by delays, missing
severaldeadlines.
Calling it a "historic" day,

Modiexpressedhisgratitudeto
thosewhohadworkedhardfor

theproject--jawans,engineers
andlabourers.Hesaidthetun-
nelwould have taken another
20yearshadworknotbeenex-
peditedafter2014.
FormerPrimeMinisterAtal

Bihari Vajpayee laid the foun-
dation stone for the approach
road to the tunnel in 2002but
the project was delayed after
his tenure and only 1.3 km of
the roadwas built until 2013-
14,Modisaid.
He said the speed of blast-

ingofthetunnelwasincreased
from300mperyearto1,400m
per year after 2013-14. Delays
pushedupthecostfromRs950
croretoaroundRs3,200crore.
Flagging the tunnel as one

of the key elements of the
strategic infrastructure up-
gradethatwillhelpsecure“se-
curity and prosperity,” the
PrimeMinistersaidthegovern-
menthadrestartedseveralold
projectscrucialforsecuringthe
borders.

The Kosi rail bridge was
launched in September after
hangingfiresince1934,andthe
Bogibeel Setu was commis-
sionedin2018.
The Prime Minister said

thereweredozensofsuchcru-
cialborderinfrastructureproj-
ects lying neglected until his
governmentcametopower.He
said in the last six years, the
BRO has been building infra-
structurewith full force and a
vast road network has been
creatednear theborderareas.
“Whetherit'sKargil,Sikkim,

Arunachal Pradesh or Ladakh,
dozens of projects have been
completed and roads, bridges
arebeingbuiltquickly,”hesaid.
“The selfishness of those

whowere in power until day
before yesterday stopped our
military capabilities from
growing and damaged them.
These people had even pre-
pared topackourTejas fighter
planesinabox.Today,thesitu-

ation ischanging,”hesaid.
Modi said that reforms are

being brought to promote in-
digenous production of
weaponsintunewith'Makein
India', and the long-awaited
post of Chief of Defence staff
hasbeencreated.
It has beenmade compul-

sory to buy several parts and
equipment fromdomestic in-
dustries and their import has
beenbanned,while India's in-
stitutesarebeingofferedincen-
tivessothatforeigninvestment
and technology comes to
India's defence industry, he
said.
“We have to enhance our

infrastructure, our economic
and strategic power at the
same pace at which India's
global role isprogressing. Self-
confidence in AatmaNirbhar
Bharatistodaypartofthecom-
mon person'smentality. Atal
Tunnelisasymbolofsuchself-
confidence,”hesaid.

Thefamilyaskedwhythey
had not been provided legal
counsel so far. “We came to
know that the lawyer of
Nirbhaya(the2012Delhigan-
grape victim)wanted tomeet
us,but thepolicedidn’t lether
come.Howarewesupposedto
fightthefouraccusedwithout
legal counsel?” said her
brother.
About the narco test, he

said, “Wewant justice for our
sister, butwhy shouldwe un-
dergo it? Do authorities usu-
allyforcethevictim’sfamilyto
takesuch tests?”
The family of themain ac-

cused, Sandeep, said they
wanted the test to be con-
ductedassoonaspossible,“be-
cause we want the facts to

come out”. “If they are guilty,
punish them as you deem fit.
But they should be given a
chance, because we know
what happened,” said a rela-
tive,Hariom.
The woman's family said

the DGP and Additional Chief
Secretaryhadassuredthemof
a fair investigation. "They said
they will help us and the ac-
cusedwillbepunished.When
we complained about the
hastycremationandthepolice,
theyaskedustolettheSITsub-
mit its final report. Theysaida
lot of seniorpoliceofficers are
lookingintothecase,"saidthe
victim’s brother. The SIT, that
hascompleteditsinitialround
ofquestioning,hassubmitteda
report to theUPgovernment.

The family also reiterated
thatthedistrictauthoritieshad
forcedthemtostayinsidetheir
home for two days, with
around 50 policemen parked
outside, and accused Hathras
District Magistrate Praveen
Kumar Laxkar of pressuring
them to change their state-
mentsandthreateningtocon-
fiscate theirphones.
“OnThursday,theSITteam

came to our house and ques-
tioned us for five to six hours.
Aftertheyleft,theDMsircame
andscoldedus.Heabusedmy
sisters and told us to change
ourstatements.Avideoof this
conversationwas recordedby
mycousin.Whenthevideogot
out, the DM came again and
threatened to confiscate our

phones. He told us that he
knowswhatwesaytotheme-
dia. We are scared that our
phones are being tapped.We
toldhimthatwewon’tgiveour
phones to him,” said the
woman’selderbrother (28).
Thewoman’s sister-in-law

said, “He(theDM)toldus that
we should be happywith the
compensation the govern-
menthasgivenus.Hesaid the
case will be disposed of after
themedia leaves."
Speaking to themedia on

Friday,Laxkarhadsaid,“Ideny
thenegativerumoursaboutmy
interactionswiththefamily.”
Awanish Awasthi said po-

lice deployment would con-
tinue in thevillage.

WITHENS,LUCKNOW

New Delhi



STRATEGYCHANGEDASCASES INCREASED

SOURAVROYBARMAN
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER3

AUTHORITIES IN Delhi have
trackedanaverageof threeindi-
viduals per Covid patient and
registeredapositivity rateof up
to37%amongthesecontacts,ac-
cordingtoinformationobtained
fromfouroutof11districtsinthe
city through the Right to
InformationAct (RTI).
According to the Delhi gov-

ernment’srecords,tillOctober3,
Covid-19 has affected 2.87 lakh
people inthecity,a figurebased
onover 32 lakh tests. Out of the
total,over2.57lakhpeoplehave
recovered,5,472havedied,leav-
ing25,234activecases.
An analysis of responses

from Northwest, Northeast,
Southwest and East districts
show that the four districts col-
lectively tracked and isolated
1.25 lakh contacts of Covid-19
cases betweenMarch andmid-
September. Among those con-
tacts whowere tested, 12,569
cameoutaspositive.

Tracking and testing are
among themain pillars of gov-
ernmentsacrosstheglobeinthe
fight against the pandemic.
Medical experts stress onmass
testingnotjusttoidentifycorona
positive individuals but also to
isolate their contacts and put
themunder quarantine to curb
thespreadof thevirus.
According to data made

available by the Chief Medical
Officer of East district, DrRekha
Rawat, the district recorded

15,251 Covid positive cases till
September20.Ittrackedandiso-
lated 39,600 contacts, tested
12,529 such people, of which
4,638 turnedout tobepositive.
Northeastdistrictmedicalof-

ficerDrRKSehgal said inhis re-
sponse that the district regis-
tered 5,870 corona cases till
September 9. Against the total
infected persons, 18,884 con-
tactsweretracedandisolated,of
which1,196 testedpositive.
In theNorthwest district, till

August 28, 22,492positive cases
weredetected.Districtmedicalof-
ficer DrMeenakshi Hembram
said 44,191 contacts of total de-
tected cases were traced and
16,101tested,ofwhich3,384were
foundtobepositive.
Southwest district tracked

andisolated23,063contacts,the
district’s contact tracingcell said
in a response on September 14,
adding that16,046such individ-
ualsweretestedand3,351among
them foundpositive. It also said
that7,017contactsofCovidposi-
tivecasesrefusedtogettested.
According to central guide-

lines, personswith a history of
close proximity to corona posi-
tive patients are identified as
contacts. Among this category,
those with co-morbidities are
categorisedashigh-riskandthe

restaregroupedas low-risk.
TwoDelhihealthdepartment

officialssaidthatduringtheearly
stagesoftheoutbreak,anaverage
of10contacts, and insomecases
over 15, were being traced.
However,with the spreadof the
virus,thescopeoftheexercisehad
tobereducedtomakebestpossi-
bleuseof theavailableresources.
The contacts aremonitored

from the surveillance hubs set
upat thedistrict levels.
High-risk contacts are ad-

vised tohomequarantine for 14
days. According to the Covid-19
protocolforcontacttracing,low-
risk contacts “do notmean no-
riskcontactandequalemphasis
must be given for low-risk con-
tactsastheyarepotentialsources
for transmittingthedisease”.
Meanwhile, Delhi Health

Minister Satyendar Jain told re-
porters that the Covid situation
in thecity, especially in termsof
deaths, has “stabilised”. He said
thebedoccupancyatthehospi-
talshasreducedbyover1,000in
thepastweekandexpressedsat-
isfactionovertherateof testing.

ABHINAVRAJPUT
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER3

THE NEWLY-formed team of
BJP’s Delhi unit has left several
state leaders disappointed after
they failed to find a spot in the
set-up. These include party
spokespersons Harish Khurana
and Tajinder Bagga, it is learnt,
with the latter ostensibly using
his socialmediaprofile to regis-
terhisprotest.
The Delhi BJP Thursday ap-

pointedanewsetofoffice-bear-
ers,whichincludethreegeneral
secretaries — Kuljeet Chahal,
Dinesh Pratap Singh andHarsh
Malhotra — eight vice-presi-
dents, eight secretaries and 10
spokespersons.
Sources in the party said

Khurana, son of former Chief
Minister Madan Lal Khurana,
threatened to resign from the
post of spokesperson,whichhe
hasheldforovertenyears,ashe
hasbeenasking for apost as of-
fice-bearer.Hehadalsosoughta
ticket in the assembly election
butwasdenied it.
Khurana removed

‘spokesperson’ fromhisTwitter
bioandchangedit tokaryakarta
in the morning. By evening,
though,‘spokesperson’wasback
in his bio, with sources saying
thiswas after senior leaders in-
tervened.
Bagga, meanwhile, deacti-

vated his usually busy Twitter
profile. A senior leader said
Baggahadbeenseekingthepost
of youth wing president or of-
fice-bearer. “He deactivated his
profilebecausedetractorsoften
use the argument that he is just
a socialmedia star.Hewanteda
position in the frontal organisa-
tion instead of being a
spokesperson,whereoneislim-
ited to media activities rather
than building a support base
through organisational activi-
ties,” the leader said.
Formervice-presidentShazia

Ilmi, the lone Muslim face
among state office-bearers, is
also learnt to be unhappy over
being dropped from the team.
Ilmi,however,saidsheisnotdis-
appointedwith the restructur-

ingandwouldcontinuetowork
in whatever responsibility the
partygivesher.
The Delhi BJP has this time

appointed Yasir Gilani as
spokesperson, but there is no
Muslim among its office-bear-
ers. Haroon has, meanwhile,
been picked as president of the
AlpsankhyakMorcha, a frontal
organisationof theparty.
Delhi BJP chief Adesh Gupta

saidhehasnotreceivedanyres-
ignations. “This is a new team
with a lot of young people, and
those who are not part of the
teamwould also be given vari-
ous responsibilities in the com-
ingdays,”hesaid.
Senior party leaders said

someMPsarealsounhappyover
the fact that thenewteamhasa
stamp of general secretary (or-
ganisation) Siddharthan, while
theirchoiceshavebeenignored.
Siddharthan, however, said
whatever happens in the BJP is
withthepermissionof thepres-
ident, andhehasno role toplay
in therestructuring.
Againstthebackdropofamas-

sivedefeat intheDelhiAssembly
electionsearlier thisyear, theBJP
had replaced state president
Manoj TiwariwithAdeshGupta
aroundfourmonthsago.
Party leaders saidmostpeo-

ple considered close to Tiwari,
whowere part of the old team,
includingmediadepartmentin-
chargesPratyushKant,Neelkant
Bakshi and Purvanchalmorcha
headManish Singh, were also
not included in thenewteam.
Bakshi,however,said,“Same

people cannot be part of the
teamagainandagain.Thenhow
willnewleadershipgrow?It isa
good,balanced team.”

BUILDING BLOCKS
Asectionof anewDMRCrailunderconstructionnext totheSignatureBridge,Saturday. TashiTobgyal

PWDto
streetscape
500kmroads
New Delhi: The Public
WorksDepartment is set
to streetscape 500 kmof
PWDroads inDelhi. This
will include around 150
roadstretchesacrossdif-
ferent areas in the city.
"Streetscapingessentially
means the roads will be
redesigned to be more
uniform.Theproject is in
planning stages and the
tender for consultation
has been floated. Work
will start by January or
February 2021 and will
take around twoyears to
be completed," said a
PWD official. “Once the
streetscaping is done, it
willbeeasier forwalking,
parking,etc.Therewillbe
planned parking spaces.
The project will include
creating disabled-
friendly footpaths, cycle
tracks and non-mo-
torisedvehicle lanes," he
said.ENS

4apprehended
forrobbing
phones
NewDelhi:A20-year-old
man and his three ac-
complices were appre-
hendedforallegedlyrob-
bing the mobile phones
of his friend from south-
eastDelhi'sAmarColony
area, police said on
Saturday. The accused
wereidentifiedasAashis,
aresidentofbulandshahr
inUP,Hemant(20),a res-
ident of Ayur Vigyan
Nagar, Devender (24), a
resident of Sriniwaspuri
and one juvenile, they
said.PTI

Mansmears
excretaon
himselfto
escapecops
New Delhi: Delhi Police
hasarresteda23-year-old
man who allegedly put
faeces on his body to es-
cape from the clutches of
policemen in North
Delhi’s Kashmere Gate
area. Police said the ac-
cusedhasbeenidentified
as Arjun, a resident of
Madangir, who has been
involved in four criminal
cases. “On Thursday, po-
licewerepatrolling when
they saw two suspicious
menonabike.Theywere
signaled to stop but in-
stead they sped up to-
wards the staff to intimi-
datethem,”aseniorpolice
officer said. “Their bike
slipped and they tried to
escape.Whileoneperson
succeededinabsconding,
Arjunwas caught after a
chaseforaroundonekilo-
metre. He tried to use
pepper spray on police,”
DCP (north) Anto
Alphonsesaid. ENS

BRIEFLY

SUKRITABARUAH
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER3

FINDINGDONORS,crowdsourc-
ing,teacherspayingthemselves
— various Delhi government
schoolstakeholdersaretryingto
findways to help themost eco-
nomicallystrainedstudentspay
their hefty CBSE exam fees be-
foreOctober15,thefinaldatefor
schools tosendthe listof candi-
dates for theboardexams.
CBSE exam fees for Class X

andXIIstudentsweredrastically
increased last year. The Delhi
government had stepped in
then, announcing it would pay
the complete exam fees for stu-
dents of government schools.
This year, however, it stepped
back citing a fund crunch and
saidfeeswillhavetobecollected
from students, due to which
manyfamiliesarehard-pressed
topay theamount.
Gunjan Gover, school man-

agement committee (SMC) co-
ordinator for Northeast Delhi I
district and an SMCmember of
agirl’sschoolinBurari,hassofar
assistedover15studentsinpay-
ingtheirfees—whichcouldstart
at Rs 1,800 and go up to more
thanRs2,500.
“Wehave set up a help desk

in our school to help parents
with admissions. Some parents
approached us and said they
cannot pay the exam fees. At
first,wesaid there’snothingwe
could do to waive the fee and
theywill have to pay it. But day
before yesterday, a visibly dis-
tressed family came to the
school, andweweremoved to
contribute Rs 500 each for the
fees.Members of other SMCsof
schools in areas like Ghonda,
Gokalpur and Karawal Nagar
have also informedmeof other
suchextremelydistressedfami-
lies. So, between ourselves, we
have raised the amount for fees
for12-13students, and through

donors — businesses, NGOs,
wealthy relatives — for around
fivechildren," shesaid.
Principalsof schoolsarealso

puttingtogethermoney.Aprin-
cipal of a Northwest Delhi
school said they have given an
‘openoffer’ to studentswithre-
gard to the fees.
“By now, around 90% of stu-

dents have paid their fees. If any
childcomesforwardandsayshe
or she cannot pay, and if their
class teacher can verify they are
very strained,wewill findaway
topaytheir fees.Sofar,wefound
that six studentswho came for-
wardwill be unable to pay.We
teachers have put together the
amount between ourselves and
willusetheschool’sPupilWelfare
Fundif theneedarises,”hesaid.
AtGovernmentCo-edSenior

Secondary School, Sector 8,
Rohini, the vice-principal has
reached out to her batchmates
fromheralmamatertohelpstu-
dentspay their fees.
“Theprocessofcollectionisal-

most over, but thevice-principal
andIhaveputtogethermoneyfor
the fees of 10 children,most of
whomdonothaveparents, from
ourownpockets.Ourvice-princi-
pal is the alumni of Springdales
Schoolandhasmadeanappealto
agroupof herbatchmates. From
that,wehaveraisedfundsfortwo

girls, one ofwhom is an orphan
and anotherwhose parents lost
workduringthe lockdown,” said
schoolprincipalAwadheshJha.
Another attempt to crowd-

fundfeesisbeingmadebytheAll
IndiaParents’Association,which
has sent out appeals on social
mediaande-mailstoaskpeople
tocontributetostudents’ fees.
“Moneyhasstartedcomingin,

but the scale of the problem is
very large. A fewdays ago, three
separate people contributed Rs
500 each tome for this purpose
but this doesn’t cover the fee of
even one student.Whereas, in
everyschool,therearegoingtobe
multiplechildrenforwhompay-
ingwillbeverydifficult,”saidAIPA
presidentAshokAgarwal.
EvenGunjanGroversaidher

effortscannotcatertoallreports
of distress she is receiving: “The
other SMCmembers and I have
limitedresources, sowehaveto
prioritiseanddecidewhoarethe
mostdistressed.”

Snatchers
on bike
target govt
employee

YOURRIGHT
TOKNOW

ANEXPRESS RTI
APPLICATION

Discontent in
BJP as some fail
to make cut for
new Delhi team

HarishKhuranaandTajinder
Baggaareamongthosewho
haveregisteredtheirprotest

Delhigovernmenthascited
afundcrunchfornotpaying
theexamfeethisyear

Students expected to pay Board fee, schools
step in by crowdfunding, paying from pocket

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER3

THE DELHI High Court has is-
suedanoticetoWhatsAppafter
it was told by the Delhi Police
that the California-based com-
panywas not responding to its
queries about call and chat de-
tails of accused persons it sus-
pects to be suppliers of “illegal
smack” in thecapital.
The court was hearing bail

petitionsfiledbytwoco-accused
in a case registered by New
Usmanpur police station after
the recovery of 25 grams of
‘smack’ from themain accused.
Delhi Police has told the court
the accused aremass suppliers
of “illegal smack” in Delhi and
thereareseveralWhatsAppcalls
which connect four accused in
thecase. Theaccusedalsohada
WhatsApp group for exchange

of variousmessages, the court
was told.
Asperastatusreportfiledbe-

fore thecourt,WhatsAppwas is-
sued anotice byDelhi Police on
July25forthepurposeofseeking
“registrant details” of certain
WhatsApp numbers, details of
groups, calls, chats andotherde-
tails. A reminderwas sent to the
companyonSeptember11butto
noavail. Theaccusedhaveargued
meredetailsofcallrecordsdonot
establish theywere necessarily
speaking about supply of drugs
andthatthestatementofaco-ac-
cused cannot formthe solebasis
fortheirarrestunderlaw.
Justice PratibhaM Singh, in

anorder,saidasthecaserequires
further investigation, call detail
recordsandchatdetailsbetween
the accusedwould be relevant
forthepurposeofascertainingif
theywereinvolvedinsupplyand
distributionof drugs.

Drug case: HC issues
notice to WhatsApp

Total Vacant
HOSPITAL BEDS 15,827 9,898
VENTILATORS 1,321 525

Dailycases Recoveries Deaths Tests
Oct2 2,920 3,171 37 56,258
Oct3 2,258 3,440 34 39,306
Total 25,234* 2,57,224 5,472 32,30,952

CORONAVIRUS
IN THECAPITAL *T

ot
al
ac
tiv
e
ca
se
s

TOTAL CASES

2,87,9303
THE SUNDAY EXPRESS,OCTOBER4,2020

THECITY
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
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THREE BIKERS allegedly
snatched thegold chainof a51-
year-oldDelhigovernmentem-
ployee in Prashant Vihar area.
The incident took place on
Thursday evening around 5pm
when the complainant was
feeding a cow before going to a
temple. The entire incidentwas
captured on aCCTV camera. An
FIR has been registered, but no
arresthasbeenmadeyet.
Police said theman, Shyam

Chhabra, was going to the tem-
plewhentheincidenttookplace.
“We have registered a case un-
der relevant sectionsand inves-
tigationhasbeeninitiated,”said
DCP(Rohini)PKMishra.
In a video of the incident,

whichwent viral on social me-
dia, theman can be seen offer-
ingsomethingtoastrayanimal.
Suddenly, a person, talking on
the phone, collides with him.
“They get into an argument.
Meanwhile,histwoaccomplices
who are on a bike join him. The
accusedwho collidedwith the
man snatches his chain and
pusheshim,followingwhichhe
fallsontheroad.Theaccusedflee
from the spot even as theman
triestochasethem,”aseniorpo-
liceofficer said.
Several teams have been

formed andpolice are checking
CCTV footage near the spot to
identify the accused persons or
getcluesaboutthem,Mishrasaid.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER3

THEDELHIPoliceSpecialCellhas
arrestedfourKashmiriyouthsfor
allegedly planning terror strikes
in the national capital. DCP
(Special Cell) Pramod Singh
Kushwah said the accusedhave
been identified as Altaf Ahmad
Dar (25), a resident of Pulwama;
MushtaqAhmadGani(27);Ishfaq
MajeedKoka (28); andAqib Safi
(22),allresidentsofShopian.
“A team led by Inspectors

Sunil Rajain and Ravinder Joshi
nabbed the accused from
Central Delhi’s ITO area. They

werecarryingfoursophisticated
pistols and over 120 rounds of
ammunition. Ishfaq is the elder
brotherof slain terroristBurhan
Koka,ex-chiefofAnsarGhajwat
UlHind,anoff-shootofAlQaeda
in J&K. Burhan Kokawas killed
in an encounter in Shopian’s
Melhora area on April 29 along
with twoother associates,” said
Kushwah.
“OnFriday,policereceivedin-

formation that a group of
Kashmiri men had collected a
huge cache of arms and ammu-
nition andwill come to ITO and
DaryaGanj.Thereafter,atrapwas
laid near ITO and the accused
wereapprehended,”hesaid.

4 Kashmiri youths held
for ‘terror strike plan’

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER3

A 28-YEAR-OLD man was ar-
rested fromAssam for allegedly
smotheringhisgirlfriendtodeath
ashesuspectedshewasinarela-
tionshipwithanotherperson.
Police said the accused has

beenidentifiedasSatishKumar,
a resident of Qutub Vihar.
“KumarandDishuKumariused
to work in the same BPO in
Gurgaon.OnSeptember2,police
received information of a foul
smell coming from of a locked
roominChhawlaand foundthe
body of a woman inside a box

bed,”saidaseniorpoliceofficer.
“PolicecheckedCCTVfootage

and found that Kumari, along
withthesuspect,hadenteredthe
roomonSeptember23.However,
onlyKumarcameoutafterafew
hours and took the woman’s
scooter,” theofficersaid.
Police got a tip-off that the

suspect had fled to Dibrugarh
andwould visit a friend there.
“Kumarwasapprehendedfrom
a hotel in Dibrugarh. He had
booked a taxi to move to
Shillong,” said DCP (Dwarka)
SantoshKumarMeena.
Kumar allegedly took clues

fromcrimeshowstoevadearrest,
policesaid.

Man kills girlfriend,
stuffs body in box bed

CCTVgrabof the incident

HOMEQUARANTINED

■Contactswhocompleted14-dayhomequarantine
■Contactswhocompleted28-dayhome quarantine

NORTHWEST NORTHEAST SOUTHWEST EAST

22,100

1,331

15,214

19,004
16,046

14,720

9,570

26,233

In four districts, officials tracked3
contacts for every Covid patient: RTI

New Delhi



MEETINGSONTODECIDECUT-OFFSCourt upholds order for FIR
against cop who shot man

ARANYASHANKAR
&SUKRITABARUAH
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER3

WITH JUST about a week to go
for undergraduate admissions,
Delhi University (DU) colleges
aregearingupfortheirfirstever
onlineadmissionprocess. From
creatingWhatsApp groups of
teacherstoformingcommittees
andmaking notes of potential
problemareas, several stepsare
being taken to ensure the
processgoes smoothly.
DU is set to release its first

cut-off listonOctober12.
Hansraj College Principal

Rama said thatwhile it had not
yet decided if teachers have to
come to college during the ad-
mission process, the possibility
was low as digital coordination
wasgoingsmoothly.
“Mostofourmeetingsaretak-

ingplaceonline.Ourdepartment
meetings have already begun to
decidecut-offs.Wewilldiscussin
the Admission Committee if
teacherswill come to college or
not.Butwehavealreadycreated
WhatsAppgroupsofteachersfor
coordination. Every few days,

theyholdmeetingsviavideocon-
ferencing,andithasbeensmooth
tillnow,”shesaid.
HinduCollegePrincipalAnju

Srivastava said the collegewill
need to havemanymore teach-
ers involved in the admission
process this year. “Usually, ad-
mission is open from9 am to 1
pm.But this time, itwill be till 5
pm, sowewill require a higher
number of working people.
Whetherwewill have teachers
working from college or re-
motely,wewill discuss. I would
prefer if teachers are in college,
but itwill be decided through a
consensus. For the OBE (open
book exams), we had a control

room, but if there’s no student
coming, it really doesn’tmatter
whereyouare,” shesaid.
SGTBKhalsaCollegePrincipal

JaswinderSinghsaidsomethings
will requiremore cautionwhile
conductingadmissions.“Wewill
need to bemore cautious in the
admissionofreservedcategories.
If thecaste certificatesare issued
onadigitalplatform,itwillbeeas-
iertoverify.Iftheyarenot,wewill
havetotakeextrastepsforverifi-
cation,”hesaid.Anotherissue,he
said,couldbeinchoosingelective
courses. “I think for course com-
binations, teacherswill contact
students and give thema list of
availableelectivecourses.Thiswill
alsobeputuponthecollegeweb-
site.Somegeneralelectivecourses
areverypopular,somearenot.So
wewill have to see how to allot
thesetostudents,”hesaid.
ShaheedBhagatSinghCollege

principalAnilSardanasaidwhile
some challenges are anticipated
during the online admission
process, conductingOBEwas far
more difficult. “There are the
likely problems of network and
internet connectivity. The verifi-
cationprocessafterthecut-offlist
release is going to be done digi-

tally this year, sowewill be set-
ting up helplines for the appli-
cants.Wewillbeconducting60-
70 admissions per department,
and around 400 admissions in
the commerce department.We
hope the online verificationwill
be done seamlessly, but in case
there is any issue, the teachers
will directly contact the appli-
cants,”hesaid.
At Aryabhatta College,

PrincipalManoj Sinha said they
willconstitutedepartment-wise
committees of around three
teachers to check if applicants
have calculated their percent-
ages correctlywhile claiming a
seat. “Witheachcut-off list, the
committeeswill check to see if
there has been anymisunder-
standing in the calculation of
marks. One concern that some
principals share is the verifica-
tionof somedocuments... those
which require forensic checks
can only be carried out when
colleges open and students re-
port to them. This could be a
problemifthereisanerrorinany
student's verification, since by
then,theywillnotbeabletotake
admission under later cut-off
lists...,” hesaid

Diagnostic
centre to open
at Bangla Sahib

Helplines,WhatsApp groups: DU
gears up for online admissions

Principals said issues likely
tocropupinclude lackof
connectivity, choosing
electives,amongothers

ANANDMOHANJ
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER3

A DELHI court has upheld a
MetropolitanMagistrate’s order
directingtheregistrationofanFIR
against aDelhi Police constable,
who allegedly shot and killed a
25-year-oldmantosecureanout-
of-turnpromotion.
As per court records, when

constable Baljitwas posted at a
picket in Outer Delhi’s Sannoth
villagein2013,hereceivedinfor-
mation that three-four persons
snatched a Ford Endeavour that
was en route to pick up school
children.WhenBaljitspottedthe
car, he gave chase instead of in-
formingseniorofficers.Hewasal-
legedly engaged in a shootout
with oneAmitDahiya,whowas
shotmultiple times byBaljit. He

claimed itwas an act of self de-
fence as Dahiya opened fire at
himfirst.Dahiya’smotherhadap-
proachedcourtforregistrationof
anFIRagainstBaljit, throughher
lawyerSandeepKaushik, andan
orderwas issueddirectingFIRto
beregisteredagainst theconsta-
ble within 7 days in 2015.
However, thiswaschallengedby
Baljit inarevisionpetition.
Kaushik told the court of

Additional Sessions Judge
Jitender KumarMishra, “The act
ofBaljitwasnotanactof self de-
fenceasshowninthestorybypo-
lice, but is clearly a case ofmur-
der as firing four bullets on vital
partsofthebodycannotbeanact
of self defence... it can be clearly
seen that the story of encounter
is a concocted story... in order to
get out turn promotion (he) has
fireduponthedeceased...”

Duringthehearing, thecourt
perused the postmortemof the
deceased,whichhadestablished
“there were 14 injuries on the
body of Amit Dahiya, fourwere
firearminjuriesand10causedby
bluntforce,whichestablisheshe
wasmercilesslybeatenbytheac-
cusedwith some blunt object”.
Theorderread,“...Ifthoseinjuries
were caused by police official,
then in those circumstances,
therewasexceedofpowerbyof-
ficial in discharge of official du-
ties... Whether those injuries
causedwere part of official act,
the same can be only answered
whenthematter isputtotrial.”
Baljit, through his lawyer

Abhishek Rana, argued that as
therewasnosanctioninthecase,
the trial court cannot proceed.
The court said sanction can be
takenatanystageduringtrial.

New Delhi: Doctors at North
MCD’s Hindu Rao Hospital will
be joined by nurses for a two-
hour indefinite protest against
the salary delay starting
Monday. Salaries of doctors,
nurses,andseveralotherstaffof
health facilities under North
MCD — including Hindu Rao,
alsoaCovidfacility—havebeen
delayedsince June.
DrSagarDeep,generalsecre-

tary of the hospital’s Resident
Doctors’ Association, said,
“Nurses will be joining the
protestonMonday.Weshallcon-
tinue protesting till our salaries
arepaid.”
Mayor Jai Prakash said, “Our

sources ofmoneywere affected
byCovidbutwehavetakennew
initiativeswhichwillgiveresults
soon;wewillbe inabetterposi-
tiontopaysalaryontime.”ENS

NewDelhi: A diagnostic centre,
the"country'scheapest"willbe-
gin at the Gurdwara Bangla
SahibinDecember,withanMRI
costing Rs 50, as per the Delhi
Sikh Gurdwara Management
Committee (DSGMC).
The facilitywill be available

insideahospitalinthegurdwara,
where a dialysis centre has also
been set up,with theprocedure
costingRs600,saidDSGMCpres-
ident Manjinder Singh Sirsa.
"Anyone can come to the gurd-
wara and use these facilities.
These are the country's cheap-
est," he said. He added that the
diagnostic centrewouldalsoof-
ferx-rayandultrasoundfacilities,
costing Rs 150. Themachines
havebeenprocuredthroughdo-
nations worth Rs 6 crore from
variouspeople,theDSGMCpres-
ident said. The dialysis centre
wouldbefunctionalbySaturday
and the diagnostic centre by
December,Sirsasaid.ENS
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E-ProcurementE-Procurement TTender Noticeender Notice

E-Procurement Tender Notice No.: 20/11

Date: 28.09.2020

Sr. DMM

North Central Railway,

Prayagraj

NNOORRTTHH CCEENNTTRRAALL RRAAIILLWWAAYY,, PPRRAAYYAAGGRRAAJJ

On behalf of President of India, Sr. Divisional Material Manager, North Central Railway, Prayagraj invites the

E-procurement tenders:

S.N. Tender No. Description Qty. EMD

1. 19205861

Low Maintenance Lead Acid Secondary cell 2V/ 300 AH Capacity conform 'RDSO Spcen No.

IRS.S:88/2004 in hard rubber container complete with inter cell connector microporous

ceramic vent plug, sealed flot guide and nuts bolt and washer dry and uncharged condition. '

540
Nos.

Rs.
81.350/-

Tender Opening Date: 27.10.2020 Note: (1) The complete information of above E-Procurement Tender are available on

IREPS website i.e. http://www.ireps.gov.in (2) Bids other than in the form of E-Bids shall not be accepted against above

Tender. For this purpose, Vendors are required to get themselves registered with IREPS website along with class III digital

signature certificates issued by CCA under IT Act-2000. (3) Rates entered into Financial Rate page and duly signed

digitally shall only be considered. Rates and any other financial entity in any other form/letter head if attached by vendor

shall be straight away ignored and shall not be considered. (4) Documents being attached should be signed on their body.

(5) Allocation for "Cost of Drawing" is Z-650 and for "Earnest Money" Deposit (EMD)" is Deposit Misc. stores-00844517.

The above tender notice has been uploaded on http://www.ncr.indianrailways.gov.in. In case of any difficulty helpdesk

available on the IREPS website may be approached.

@ CPRONCR@ CPRONCR

1013/20 (P)

North central railwayNorth central railway wwwwww.ncr.ncr.indianrailways.gov.indianrailways.gov.in.in

POLICE HEADQUARTERS, CHHATTISGARH, ATAL NAGAR, NAVA RAIPUR
2ND TENDER NOTICE

No.PHQ.Sec-1- Kit-Clo(38-A)/4178/20 Nava Raipur, Dated 30/09/2020
Sealed tenders are being invited from original equipment manufactures (OEM) or authorized by manu-
facturer (only one) for the following item:
Sl Name of Item Qty Specification EMD in Remarks
No. Rs
1 Long Range 2000 As per Section-IV 3,30,000/-

Tropical 5 Inch Pair
AnkleTreking Boot

The tender offer in the prescribed tender form along with all the relevant document sealed and completed in all respect
must be submitted as per the schedule below.

SCHEDULE FOR TENDER
a) Address for submission of Tender Document :- AIG of Police (P&P), Block no.01Room No. 106 Police

Headquarters, Chhattisgarh, Sector 19, Nava Raipur.
b) Last date & time for Submission of Tender Document :- 28/10/2020 till 03.00 pm
c) Place, Time and Date of Opening Technical Bid :- Block no. 01 Room No. 106 Police Headquarters Chhattisgarh,

Sector 19, Nava Raipur 28/10/2020 at 04.00 pm
d) Place, Time and Date of opening Financial Bid :- Shall be intimated.
e) Date till which the Bid to remain valid :- 120 days from the scheduled date of submission of the Bid.
Note:- 1. In case of tender opening declared as holiday, tenders will be opned on next working day. 2. Tender documents can be
downloaded from out website www.cgpolice.gov.in and at the time of submission of document tender fee Rs. 2000/- will be paid in
the form of DD of State Bank of India/Scheduled bank (other than Cooperative Bank) payable at Raipur in favour of Assistant
Inspector General of Police (Accounts), Police Headquarters, Chhattisgarh, Atal Nagar Raipur or State Govt. Challan of Rs. 2000/-
to be deposited in the Head of A/c-0055-Police-800 other receipt. Tender fee is non refundable and cant exempted in any condition.
3. Modification/Amendments/Corrigendum, if any shall not be advertised on the news paper but shall be published in the aforesaid
web site only. 4. If any bidder sends tender document through Courier/Speed post. The tender documents will be accepted till 3.00
pm on 28/10/2020 at Block No. 01, Room No. 106 Police Headquarters, Chhattisgarh, Sector 19, Nava Raipur only. Received ten-
der documents, in any other address at PHQ on stipulated and time, will not be accepted.

sd/-
A.I.G. of Police (P&P)

83994 For-Director General of Police

The tenderer shall submit Two Pair untested
samples of Trekking Boot as per the specication.
Sample-1 must be Embossed/stamped with this
manufactures name or his recognized trade
mark, size and month/year of manufacture in
outsole.
Sample-2: without any trade mark of manufac-
turer in outsole
Lab test can be performed by the department
from any government lab.


S�A�L�U�T�E �T�H�E 
S�O�L�D�I�E	R
MMAAJJ VVIIJJIITT KKUUMMAARR SSIINNGGHH,, SSCC
0066 AAUUGG 11997755 TTOO 0044 OOCCTT 22000011

Every member of Team Seventeen is proud of your
supreme sacrifice and bravery. We wish you were
present to guide us. Your heroic deed in which you
neutralised 02 insurgents on 04 Oct 2001 will
forever motivate us. We salute you sir.

CCOO aanndd AAllll RRaannkkss 1177 RRaarraa FFdd RReeggtt ((88 RRAAJJPPUUTT))

RREEMMEEMMBBRRAANNCCEE

IN REMEMBRANCE OF THE MARTYRS OF "THE RISING SUN" WHO
LAID DOWN THEIR LIVES IN THE SERVICE OF THE NATION ON 04
OCT1996 WHILE FIGHTING TERRORIST IN POONCH
SECTOR J&K.YOUR ETERNAL MEMORIES WILL ALWAYS INSPIRE
US.

CCOOLL AANNOOOOPP AANNDD AALLLL RRAANNKKSS 332211 FFIIEELLDD RREEGGIIMMEENNTT

NNAAIIBB SSUUBBEEDDAARR GG
GGUURRUUSSWWAAMMYY

NNAAIIBB SSUUBBEEDDAARR GG
GGUURRUUSSWWAAMMYY

NNAAIIBB SSUUBBEEDDAARR GG
GGUURRUUSSWWAAMMYY

NNAAIIBB SSUUBBEEDDAARR GG
GGUURRUUSSWWAAMMYY

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER
Mechanical Irrigation Division Anantnag H.Q. Awantipora
Ph. No 01933247951, E mail: xnmidanantnag@gmail.com

C O R R I G E N D U M
Sub: Modernization of LIS Samboora by way of Design

Manufacture Supply Installation Testing and
Commissioning of 10 Cusec Horizontal Centrifugal
Pumping Unit for LIS Musafir Grave.

Ref: This office E Nit No 29/MIDA of 2020-21 Dated:
28.09.2020 issued vide MIDA/1411-20 Dated:
28.09.2020

Please read at ANNEXURE B SPECIFICATION OF
REQUIRED EQUIPMENT SL 1 (A)( XXI) as;

Material of Pump Casing : Close fine grained Cast Iron
conforming to IS:210 grade 20

INSTEAD OF:
Material of Pump Casing : ASTM 351/CF-8M

in the e NIT referred above.
All other terms and conditions shall remain same as laid down

in the original E NIT.
Executive Engineer,

Mech. Irri. Div., Anantnag
H.Q. Awantipora.

No. MIDA/1509-16
Dted: 30.09.2020
DIPK-6719/20

´fd›¸ffa¨fÕX dUôb°f dU°fSX¯f d³f¦f¸f dÕX0,
dU¢MXûdSX¹ff ´ffIYÊ, ¸fZSXNX
d³fdUQf Àfc¨f³ff

d³f¸³fU°f I f¹fÊ W Z°fb d³fdUQf Af¸fd³{°f W`:
dUdVfáI S¯f Àfa£¹ff ´f0dU0dU0d³f0dÕ0/ ¸fZSN/AfS-E´feOeAfS´fe ´ffMÊ-E/11/20/21 IZ A³°f¦fÊ°f OfMf
ÀfZ³MS , ÕJ³fD EUa Oe0AfS0 ÀfZ³MS, ³fûEOf ´fS Internet and P2P connectivity dÕaI
À±ffd´f°f I S³fZ I f I f¹fÊ Ü
d³fdUQf dQ³ffaI : 19.10.2020 I û 17:00 ¶fþZ °fI Afg³fÕfB³f ÀUeI fS I e þf¹fZ¦fe EUa dþÀfI f ´fi±f¸f
·ff¦f dQ³ffaI 20.10.2020 I û Àf¸f¹f 16:00 ¶fþZ IZ ¶ffQ JûÕf þfE¦ffÜ d³fdUQf Vfb»I ø 0 3,540.00
(þe0EÀf0Me0 Àfd¸¸fdÕ°f) A´fid°fQZ¹f EUa ²fSûWS SfdVf ø 0 1,50,000.00
“dUÀ°ffS ÀfZ Àf·fe þf³fI fSe EUa d³fdUQf ¸fZa ·fdU¿¹f ¸fZa dI Àfe ·fe ´fiI fS IZ ÀfaVfû²f³f WZ°fb
www.pvvnl.org. ´fS Õfg¦f Afg³f I SZaÜ A²feÃf¯f Ad·f¹f³°ff(AfS-E´feOeAfS´fe ´ffMÊ-E) IÈ °fZ ´fi¶f³²f
d³fQZVfI “d¶fþÕe ¨fûSe I e Àfc¨f³ff W`»´fÕfBÊ³f ³f¸¶fS ´fS QZa: 1800-180-3002 (¸fZSN), 1800-180-
8752 (ÕJ³fD )” WXÀ°ff/-

A²feÃf¯f Ad·f¹f³°ff(AfSX-E´feOXeAfSX´fe ´ffMXÊ-E)
IÈY°fZ ´fi¶f³²f d³fQZVfIY

SXfáÑX dWX°f ¸fZa d¶fþÕXe ¶f¨ff¹fZa
Ro-8782 Dt. 03.10.2020

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER
Mechanical Irrigation Division Anantnag H.Q. Awantipora
Ph. No.: 01933247951, E mail: xnmidanantnag@gmail.com

C O R R I G E N D U M
Sub: Modernization of LIS Samboora by way of Design

Manufacture Supply Installation Testing and
Commissioning of 10 Cusec Horizontal Centrifugal
Pumping Unit for LIS Allochibagh.

Ref: This office E Nit No 28/MIDA of 2020-21 Dated:
28.09.2020 issued vide MIDA/1401-10 Dated:
28.09.2020

Please read at ANNEXURE B SPECIFICATION OF
REQUIRED EQUIPMENT SL 1 (A)( XXI) as;

Material of Pump Casing : Close fine grained Cast Iron
conforming to IS:210 grade 20

INSTEAD OF:
Material of Pump Casing : ASTM 351/CF-8M

in the e NIT referred above.
All other terms and conditions shall remain same as laid down

in the original E NIT.
Sd/-

Executive Engineer,
Mech. Irri. Div., Anantnag

H.Q. Awantipora.

No. MIDA/1517-24
Dated: 30.09.2020
DIPK-6715/20

Doctors, nurses
to hold joint
protest for pay

New Delhi
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SANTOSHSINGH
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DESPITE TOUGH posturing by
RJD,theCongresswasabletobar-
gainhardandget70seatstocon-
test intheAssemblypolls.
The Congress had contested

41 seats in 2015 elections and
won27. The JD(U)was thenpart
of theGrandAlliance.
TheRJDwassaidtobeunwill-

ing to give the Congress more
than60seats,buteventuallyrec-
onciledto70seatssinceitosten-
sibly did notwant to let another
allygoafterRLSPandHAM(S)left
Grand Alliance in the last two
months over seat-sharing.
Besides, the Congress has been
RJD'smosttrustedally.
But the numbers in them-

selvesmaynottellthewholestory
—asanRJDleadersaid,mostseats
giventotheCongresshavesitting
JD(U)andBJPmembers.“About40
seatsofCongresshavebeenstrong

NDAareas.TheRJDhasdoneitsso-
cial arithmetic before allotting
these seats,” theRJD leader said,
addingthat thereweresharpdif-
ferencesoverseat-sharing.
Among Left parties, CPI(ML)

succeededinbargainingwell.The
partywasallocated19 seatsdue
to its presence in Siwan, Arwal,
Jehananad, rural Patna and
Katihar, RJD leaders said. The
CPI(ML) has threeMLAs in the
outgoingAssembly.“TheRJDbe-
lievesCPI(ML)wouldhelpgreatly
inmutualconversionofvotes,un-
likeRLSPorHAM(S).TheLeftpar-
tiescouldbeanassettotheGrand
Alliance,” theleadersaid.
This is the first timeCPI(ML)

has been part of an RJD-led al-
liance. The party had won six
seats in 2000, seven in the
February 2005 Assembly polls,
and five in the elections in
Octoberthesameyear.
It drew a blank in the 2010

elections,whenNDAwon206of
243seats

DIPANKARGHOSE
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER3

INAmove thatwill prolong the
speculation about the LJP’s fu-
ture intheNDA,partypresident
Chirag Paswan on Saturday re-
leased a statement inwhich he
praisedPrimeMinisterModifor
hisworkbut remainedquiet on
Bihar Chief Minister Nitish

Kumar, the target of the party's
several salvos till date.
Chiragstatedthatheisproud

tohavehad "anopportunity" to
workwithModi.
Inwhat is seen as an indica-

tion that the LJPmaygo it alone
intheBiharAssemblyelections,
Chiragsoughtpeople'sblessings
for his "Bihar First Bihari First"
manifesto. According to the
statement, the LJP took inspira-

tion from the PrimeMinister to
prepare thisvisiondocument.
The note says that having

takeninspirationfromthePrime

Minister, the LJP has prepared a
vision document called "Bihar
First Bihari First”.While asking
forblessings,Paswan’snotesays
that the vision document aims
torestore“lostBiharipride”,and
saysthathehopesallhis“candi-
dateswill strengthen thehands
of the Prime Minister”. There
was nomention of strengthen-
ingChiefMinisterNitishKumar.
Chirag Paswan and Nitish

Kumarhave consistently sniped
ateachother,withtheLJPleaders
claimingthattheywereprepared
to fight 143 seats in the Bihar
Assembly polls, and to put up
candidateswhere the JD(U)was
fighting,andnottheBJP.Asenior
LJP leader said, “It is almost cer-
tainwewillnotfightunderNitish
Kumar.Untilaformalannounce-
ment thingscanstill change,but
itseemsdifficultnow.”

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
SHIMLA,OCTOBER3

PRIMEMINISTERNarendraModi
on Saturday said that the
Opposition, which is currently
protesting against thenew farm
laws,hadalsothoughtofbringing
improvementstotheexistingleg-
islationbut“lackedcourage”.
Addressingapublicgathering

atSolangnearManali after inau-
gurating the Atal Tunnel,Modi
said that thosewhoopposedthe
newlawshadpromotedcommis-
sionagentsandmiddlemenwhen
theywere in power. “Those op-
posingthelawswanttoliveinthe
previouscentury.Butthecountry
is eager for change, and the laws
areahistoricimprovementinthe
farm sector. Even they (the
Opposition) thought of this im-
provement, but lacked the
couragetointroduceit,”hesaid.
Modi’s statement seemed to

beaveileddig at theCongress—
the BJP has cited the opposition
party’smanifestoforthe2019Lok
Sabha polls to assert that it had
also promised the same laws
whichtheModigovernmenthas
enacted to allow farmers to sell
their produceoutside state-con-
trolledmandisbutisnowcriticis-
ingthemforpoliticalreasons.
The PrimeMinister said that

thanks to the new farm laws,
small andmarginal farmers in
Himachal Pradeshwill nowbe
able to get better prices for their
produce.Hepointedout thatap-
ple growers in Shimla, Kullu and

Kinnaurgenerallysellthefruitfor
Rs 40-50 per kgwhile the con-
sumer inDelhi pays Rs 100-150
forthesame.
“Where's the missing

amount?Neither the farmernor
the consumer in the city gets it.
And as the apple season peaks,
pricesfalldrastically,”hesaid.
Modi said that fruit andveg-

etableproducersinHimachalwill
nowbefreetogodirectlytoother
states to sell their products, and
canalsochoosetoselltheminthe
localmandis.
Earlier,addressingthepublicon

thenorthernsideoftheAtalTunnel
atSissuinLahaulandSpitidistrict,
ModisaidfarmersfromLahaulwill
nowfinditeasiertotaketheirpro-
ducetoManaliviathenewly-con-
structedtunnel,whichreducesthe
distancebetweenthe twopoints
by around 45 km and cuts the
travel timeby several hours.He
said thenewtunnelwill alsoen-
sureconnectivityduringthewinter
months,whentheRohtangPassis
closedduetosnow.
Thesewerehisfirstpublicral-

liesinmorethansixmonths,since
thecoronaviruspandemicforced
anationwidelockdowninMarch.
People at both publicmeetings
wereseatedaspersocialdistanc-
ingprotocols.
Modi said that Lahaul resi-

dents,who are generally cut-off
duringthewinters,willbeableto
move out for studies,work and
health services. TheAtal Tunnel
willalsobringmoretouriststothe
valley,whichwill generate em-
ploymentopportunities,hesaid.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
OCTOBER3

UNIONMINISTER of State for
External Affairs V
MuraleedharanonSaturdaysaid
the approach of the Congress
and Left over the farm Bills,
whichwere recently passed in
Parliament, reeksof hypocrisy.
Addressing themedia here,

the BJP leader fromKerala said
these farmBills have no impact
onfarmersinKerala.“Buttheap-
proach of the Left MPs in
Parliament was anti-farmer as

well as cheating the farmers.
People of Kerala should realise
the hypocrisy of theMPs from
thestate,whohavetakenaneg-
ativestandtowardstheBills.Left
MPs’ opposition to reforms is

only a stunt to compete with
Congress,astheBillshavenoim-
pactonfarmers inKeralawhere
there isnoAPMC,”hesaid.
Muraleedharan said

CongressMP Rahul Gandhi has
declared a three-day protest
againstthenewfarmlaws.“Had
he considered the opinion of
farmers in his constituency
Wayanad,hewouldnothavede-
cidedonsuchaprotest.”
TheCongressandtheLefthave

adoptedadouble-standardonthis
issue, he said. “Thepropaganda
thatthesereformsareanti-farmer
is only vote bank politics. They
wanttoshapenewvotebanks.”

DIVYAGOYAL&
KANCHANVASDEV
LUDHIANA,CHANDIGARH,
OCTOBER3

WITHCONGRESS all set to hold
massive public meetings and
tractorrallies ledbypartyleader
Rahul Gandhi in Punjab begin-
ning Sunday as a “showof soli-
darity for farmers against three
farmlawsenactedbyCentre,”the
administrationinatleastonedis-
trict, in a move to bypass the
Unlock 5.0 guidelines, has
termedit“anextensionoftheon-
goingfarmers’agitationinstate”.
Gandhi,whowillbereaching

Punjab Sunday, is expected to
address two public meetings,
eachwithagatheringof at least
10,000 farmers, in Moga and
Ludhiana. He will also lead a
tractor rally forwhich the party
hasarrangedat least3,000trac-
torsinMogawithanother2,000
to joinas it entersLudhiana.

Starting from Badhni Kalan
inMoga,Rahulwouldbedriving
atractorfor52kmsoverthenext
three days and the convoywill
move through rural and link
roads,which aremaintainedby
the PunjabMandi Board utilis-
ing the funds collected by levy-
ingmarket fee and rural devel-
opment fund (RDF) from the
grainmarkets.
“Besides Rahul ji, Chief

MinisterAmarinderSingh,gen-
eral secretary incharge Harish
Rawat, PCC chief Sunil Jakhar
will be on the tractor,” said
Cabinet Minister Sukhjinder
SinghRandhawa,whoisalsothe
in-chargeofparty’sprogramme
atBadhniKalan.
Asked if such gatherings are

allowedasperCovidguidelines,
minister Randhawa said,
“Farmersmight get saved from
coronavirus but not from these
black laws. Right now the issue
weareraisingismoreimportant
thancoronavirus.”
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LYINGBETWEEN10,040to10,075
feet above the sea level, theAtal
Tunnel at Rohtang—which by-
passes the Rohtang Pass on the
Manali-Lehroute—isthelongest
tunnelaboveanaltitudeof10,000
feet,accordingtotheBorderRoads
Organisation(BRO).
Thetunneldoesnotliedirectly

underneath the Rohtang Pass
(around 13,000 feet high), but
threehillswestofthepass.Onthe
Manaliside,itstartsfromDhundhi
inSolangvalley,whichliesaround
11 kmwest of the Manali-Leh
highway. Itcuts throughthe lofty
PirPanjal rangetoemergebeside
the Chandra river near Sissu in
Lahaulonthenorthernside,where
abridgeconnectsittotheManali-
Lehhighway.
Thetunnelcutsshort thedis-

tancebetweenManaliandLehby
around46km, and saves several
hoursoftraveltime.Double-laned
andhorse-shoe shaped, the tun-
nelwasoriginallydesignedtobe
8.8-km-longbutwasmeasuredat
9.02-km-longuponcompletion.
Built at a cost of around Rs

3,200crore,thetunnelwasmade
byblastingratherthandrilling.
Withasmallerescapetunnel

built underneath, it has a tele-
phonefacilityafterevery150me-
tres, fire hydrant after every 60
metres, emergency exit after
every500metres,turningcavern
after every 2.2 km, air quality
monitoringaftereverykilometre,
abroadcastingsystemandanau-
tomaticincidentdetectionsystem
with CCTV cameras after every
250metres.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER3

RJD RAJYA Sabha member
Manoj Jha has approached the
SupremeCourt questioning the
Centre’s new farm laws, saying
the “discriminatory andmani-
festlyarbitrary”changeswillex-
pose marginal farmers to ex-
ploitationbybigcorporates.
Jha is the third legislator to

challenge the new farm laws.
Earlier,CongressMPfromKerala
T N Prathapan and DMK Rajya
SabhamemberfromTamilNadu
TiruchiSivahadmovedthecourt
in thematter.
In his plea, Jhahas said, “The

impugnedlegislationscorporatise
agriculture andushers in anun-
regulatedandexploitativeregime.
A farmer would not have the
knowledge tonegotiate thebest
termswith a private company.
This leads tounequal bargaining
position in negotiating the farm
agreementwith corporates and
wouldleadtocorporatesmonop-
olisingtheagriculturesector.”
Heallegedthatthelawswere

passed “in breach of the
Parliamentary Rules and con-
vention”, in “blatant breach of
the principles of federal struc-
ture” and “violates the Basic
Structureof theConstitution”.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
CHANDIGARH,OCTOBER3

HARYANAHOMEMinister Anil
Vij Saturday reiterated that
Rahul Gandhi will not be al-
lowed to enter the state if he
leadsaprotestmarchevenasthe
Congress continued to discuss
possible routes that the senior
leadercantaketoreachHaryana
fromPunjabonOctober6tolead
a tractor rally against the three
farmlawsenactedbytheCentre.
Gandhi’s final tour pro-

gramme will be finalised
Sunday, but according to the
party’s preliminaryplanhewill
finish his tractor rallies in
Punjab’s Patiala and attempt to
enterHaryana throughPehowa
onOctober 6. FromPehowa, he
will reach Pipli in Kurukshetra,
addressarallyof farmers, shop-
keepers and arhtiyas and then
take the national highway to
Delhi. Congressparty is also ex-
ploringanotherrouteinAmbala
forGandhi'sentryintoHaryana.
ThemainOppositionpartyin

Haryana is leavingno stoneun-
turned to turn the rally into a
showof strength.
Vij, meanwhile, reiterated

thatGandhishallnotbeallowed
entryintostate.“Hecancometo
Haryanaathousandtimes.There
isnobanonthat.But, ifhewants
to lead a political rally from
Punjab intoHaryana andwants
todisruptlawandordersituation
here,hewillnotbeallowedtodo
so.TheDisasterManagementAct
isstill inforce.Assemblyofmore
than100personsatagivenpoint
isnotallowed.”

Bihar Oppn alliance announces seat
share,minor ally VIP ‘quits’ in a huff
SANTOSHSINGH
PATNA,OCTOBER3

AS THE Opposition Grand
Allianceannouncedtheshareof
seats the partners will contest
in the forthcoming Bihar
Assembly elections, RJD leader
and former Deputy CM
TejashwiPrasadYadavdeclared
himself leader of the alliance,
thanking the other parties for
reposingfaith inhis leadership,
and made several promises if
they form thegovernment.
Amongothers,Tejashwisaid

the first Cabinet meeting of a
GrandAlliancegovernment, if it
comes to fruition, would an-
nounce10lakhgovernmentjobs
for thestate'syouth.
The media conference, at-

tendedbyleadersoftheotheral-
liancepartners,wasnotwithout
its share of drama. Vikassheel
InsaanParty (VIP) chiefMukesh
Sahni, whose party's share of
seatswasnotannounced,saidto-
wardstheendof jointpresscon-
ference that hewas "betrayed"
byTejashwi.Sahniwalkedoutof
thepressmeetandtoldreporters
thathispartycouldnolongerbe
partof theGrandAlliance.
TheVIPhadbeendemanding

20-plusseatsbutwasassuredof
about10seats, it is learnt.
Addressing themedia in the

state capital, the RJD leader said
the Congresswould contest on
70 seats, besides the Valmiki
Nagar Lok Sabha by-election,
while the three Left partieswill
fight from 29 constituencies:
CPI(ML) from 19 seats, and the
CPIandCPI(M)sixandfourseats,
respectively.
TheRJD,whichkept144seats

for itself, would accommodate
twootheralliesJMMandVIP[be-
fore Sahni's move in protest]
fromitsshare,heannounced.
Tejashwisaid:“Ithankallthe

allies for reposing faith in my
leadership. I assure that Iwould
liveuptotheirexpectations.We
will try tooffer a strongalterna-
tive. Thedouble-enginegovern-
ment(ofNitishKumar)hasbeen
inICU.... Ifwearevotedtopower,
wewillgive10lakhgovernment
jobs in the very first Cabinet
meeting.”
Taking on Nitish Kumar, he

said thegovernmentunderhim
has failed to tackle issues of

poverty and
unemploy-
ment. "No fac-
tory opened
(in the state),
farmersarebe-
ing exploited.
This govern-

mentfailedtostop
migration (of workers to other
states). If people give us one
chance,wewill try to regain the
lost pride and glory of Bihar,”
hesaid.
Tejashwi also said govern-

ment job vacancy formswould
begivenfreeof cost.
Emphasising that alliance

partners hadmade some sacri-
fice in seat-sharing, he assured
themofanelectoralvictory:“Ias-
sure you it (sacrifice)would not
gowaste.”
Congressscreeningcommit-

tee chairman Avinash Pandey
said:“NitishKumarhadbetrayed
the mandate (received by the
GrandAlliancein2015);thepeo-
ple will not forgive him. Nitish
Kumar had been insensitive to-
wardsmigrants, denying return
of his own people (to Bihar)....
Tejashwi-ji had done well as
deputyCMandhadbecomethe
voiceof thedeprived.”

Conggets70,Left29,RJDtoaccommodateJMMfromits144

MUKESHSAHNI’S
VikassheelInsaanParty
(VIP)walkingoutof the
GrandAlliancecouldhurt
theOppositionsincethe
EBCleaderhassizeable
influenceamongSahni
Mallahs,whichconstitute
about2percentof the
state’spopulation.

VIP’swalkouthas
potentialtohurt

Chirag hails Modi, seeks support for ‘Bihar first’ agenda

Cong, Left MPs took anti-farmer
approach in House: Muraleedharan

9.02-km tunnel at
10,000 feet to
cut Manali-Leh
distance by 46 km

Discriminatory:
RJD’s Manoj Jha
moves SC over
new farm laws

Oppn also thought
of improving farm
laws but lacked
courage: PM Modi

RajyaSabhaMPManoj Jha

LJPchief’s
notedidnot
mention
Nitish
Kumar

RJD leadersTejashwiYadavandTejPratapwithBihar
Congress in-chargeAvinashPandey,VIPpresidentMukesh
SahniandLeft leaders, inPatnaonSaturday. PTI

VMuraleedharan

DECISION
2020
BIHAR

BSP,partofanallianceheadedbyRLSP’sUpendraKushwaha,
onSaturdaysufferedajoltafteritsBiharunitchiefBharatBind
joinedRJD;herewithRJDleaderTejashwiYadavinPatna.PTI

Cong, Left drove hard
bargain, RJD looked at
social engineering

Cong charts route
plan for Rahul to
enter Haryana,
Anil Vij adamant

PunjabCongresschief Sunil JakharandCabinetminister
SukhjinderRandhawainspect thearrangements forRahul
Gandhi’s ‘KhetiBachaoRally’, inMoga.GurmeetSingh

5,000 tractors, gatherings
of 10,000: Rahul to lead
farm stir in Punjab today

New Delhi
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HHiinndduuParents seeking
Attractive SlimUSPermanent
ResidentGirl 35-40Years forUS
bornSon 42, Lawyer, Issueless
Divorcee, East Coast. Biodata
Photo: spande345@gmail.com

0080063180-3

OTHERS

II,, SANAHASAND/OAMIR
HASSANANSARI R/O 2724/25,
4th Floor, Gali Tehsildar, Kucha
Chellan, DaryaGanj, NewDelhi-
110002,Have changemyname
toSANAHASSANANSARI.

0040550346-3

IItt is for general information that
I,RumaChoudharyW/oParesh
Choudhary,R/oHNo.G-31,Gali
No-13,Jagjit Nagar,Delhi-
110053declare that thename
ofmysonhasbeenwrongly-
writtenasRajNarayan
Choudharyhis educational
document andmynamehas
beenwrongly-writtenasRoma
ChoudharyTheactual nameof
myson isRaj Narayan
Chowdhury andmyname is
RumaChoudhary respectively
whichmaybeamended
accordingly. 0040550353-8

II,,VVaagghheellaaUrvashi
Amrutkumar,W/OAnil
SondagarR/O-C-
1006,J.J.Colony,Hastsal-
Road,UttamNagar,New-Delhi-
110059HaveChangedmy
Nameaftermarriage to
Urvashi Sondagar

0040550351-4

II,,TTaarraannjjiitt KaurW/oHarvinder
Pal SinghR/oD-2Galaxy
Apartment F-Block
Vikaspuri,NewDelhi-110018
have changedmyname to
Taranjeet Kaur. 0040550328-1

II,,HHiimmaannsshhuu Gupta S/oShri V.K.
GuptaR/oVKGuptaAWHO
GurjinderViharNear
knowledgepark-lIMetro
StationSector-CHI-II Kasana
GautambuddhaNagarUttar
Pardesh-201310have changed
myname toHimanshuuV
Gupta for all purpose.

0040550325-1

II,,HHeemmaanntt Ahuja, S/o Lt. Gopi
ChandAhuja, R/oB-300, Lok
Vihar, Pitampura, Delhi inform
everyone concerned that
HemantKumarAhuja and
HemantAhuja areoneand the
sameperson. 0040550310-1

II,, VarunKumar S/oVirender
KumarPathakR/o-2/7,Sheetla
Colony, GurgaonHaryana-
122001, have changedmyname
toVarunKumarPathak
Permanently. 0040550293-1

II,, TamandeepKaurD/o
Jaswinder SinghSaini, R/o L-
Ext-185,MohanGarden, Uttam
Nagar, NewDelhi-110059have
changedmyname to
TamandeepKaur Saini.

0070716008-1

II,, SureshW/OHemchand
R/O.village-Gothra,
Bagpat,U.P.,inmyson, Satish
Kumar,school certificates,my
namehasbeenwrongly
written,asBareshDevi, butmy
actual andcorrect name is,
Suresh. 0040550338-1

II,, Sukhvinder SinghS/oTrilok
SinghChonaR/o-B-35Ground-
Floor Surajmal-ViharDelhi-
110092, have changedmyname
toSukhwinder Singh
Permanently. 0040550293-4

II,, SnehaVaghelaHW/oNitin
KochherR/o-House.No-418
Third-FloorCityHomes
Omaxe-City Bahadurgarh
Haryana-124507, have changed
myname toSnehaVaghela
Permanently. 0040550293-3

II VinnyW/oSunil KumarR/OA-
2A/143, Janakpuri, NewDelhi-
110058havechangedmyname
toVandana 0040550317-1

II,, ShikhaRani D/oSatishKumar
R/o Flat.No-1/6990UG
Floor,Shivaji ParkGolchakar,
ShahdaraDelhi-110032Have
ChangedMyNameToShikha.

0040550353-1

II,, SeemaRaniW/oRajeshKumar
R/o-A-1/256AJanta-Flats
Paschim-Vihar, Delhi-
110063,have changedmyname
toSeemaPermanently.

0040550293-2

II,, Sarabjeet SinghS/o,Late
Tejinder SinghR/o-F-72A 3rd-
FloorMansarovar-Garden,
N.Delhi-110015,have changed
myminor son’s nameYuvi
Singh Jubbel to Jaspreet
Singh,permanently.

0040550353-2

II,, SanyaKapurW/oAman
WadhwaR/o-H-529,Second
FloorNearHDFC-Bank,Palam
ViharChoma-(62)Gurgaon
Haryana-122017,have changed
myname toSanyaKapur
WadhwaPermanently.

0040550293-5

II,, SUSHMA,Wife of, Ex Sgt
JAGDISHLAL,
Service.No.622128R,R/o-
12/372,DDA-Flats,Kalkaji,New
Delhi-110019,have changedmy
Name,fromSUSHMA to
SUSHMAKUMARI vide-
Affidavit dated-27-September-
2020,atNew-Delhi.

0040550349-4

II,, SURINDERGAURS/O-JASWANT
SINGHGAUR,H.NO-WZ-72,
SHADIPUR, PATELNAGAR,
DELHI-110008.HAVEchanged
myname toSURINDERSINGH
GAUR. 0040550351-2

II,, RippanSethi residingB-63, LIC
Colony, near SunderVihar,
PaschimVihar, Delhi-110087
have changedmydaughter’s
name fromKashvi Sethi to
KAASHVI SETHI for all
purposes. 0040550305-1

II RamBabuS/o Late LilaDhar
SharmaR/o FlatNo.887, First
Floor, Pocket-6, Sector-2,
Rohini, Delhi-110085have
changed thenameofmyminor
son fromShiv Sharma to
Vishveshwar Sharma for all
purposes.

0040550300-1

PUBLIC NOTICE
My client Shri Durga Prasad Rai S/o Late
Shri Ram Chander Rai H.No. 507, Gali
No. 08, Block-J-1, Sangam Vihar, Deoli,
New Delhi-110062 has disowned and
debarred his son namely Ajit Kumar Rai @
Suraj from his all movable, immovable
properties/assets, financial accounts and
severed all his relations with him due to his
misbehaviour/misconduct towards my
client. If anybody deals with him in any
manner will do so at his/her own ris, cost
and responsibilities. My client shall not be
responsible for any kind of act, conduct
and liabilities done by my son in future.

Sd/-
(SUSHIL YADAV)

ADVOCATE
CH.NO. 580, SAKET COURTS

NEW DELHI-17 M. NO. 9210399447
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''IMPORTANT''
Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, it isnotpossible toverify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot be
held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurredasaresultof
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies or
entering into any agreements
with advertisers or otherwise
acting on an advertisement in
any manner whatsoever.

My both clients Mr. Kamla
Prasad S/o Durga Prasad & Mrs.
Vidhyawati Devi W/o Kamla
Prasad R/o RZ-350/394, Gali
No.-8, Shivpuri, West Sagarpur,
New Delli-110046 both have
disowned their Son Om Prakash
and his wife Asha from their
movable & Immovable property
(s) & have severed all relations
from them. Any person dealing
with them will do so at their own
risk. My both clients Kamla
Prasad & Vidhyawati Devi are
not responsible.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Praveen Rastogi
(Advocate)

PUBLIC NOTICE
“General public at large is hereby
informed that my clients- Sh. Satpal
S/o Lt. Banwari Lal and his wife-Smt.
Rekha, Both R/o H. No. 50, Gali No.3,
Rajiv Colony, Narela, Delhi-110040,
have severed all their relations from
their son- Mr. Akshay, temporarily
staying H. No. 50, Gali No.3, Rajiv
Colony, Narela, Delhi-110040 for want
of control and his extortive conducts
and also have disowned him from
their movable and immovable
properties. Any person dealing with
aforesaid- Mr. Akshay shall be doing
so at his/her own risk and the same
shall not be binding on my aforsaid
clients in any manner, whatsoever.

Sd/-
ANAND BHARDWAJ (ADVOCATE)

ENRL. NO. D-312-R/96”
CH. NO. 51, CIVIL WING, TIS

HAZARI COURTS, DELHI-110054

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is to inform to the general public that
my client Sh. Uttam Shah S/o Sh.
Kailash Shah R/o H.No. 16/776 H,
Bapa Nagar, Gali No. 9, Karol Bagh,
New Delhi-110005 has severed all
social relations with his son namely
Dheeraj Kumar as he is not under the
control of my client and my client shall
not be responsible for his act in future,
if any kind of dispute arises between
him or with any third person and I am
debaring him from all my properties,
movable or immovable and he shall
have no right, title or claim on my
properties (movable or immovable).

Sd/- ATUL KUMAR SHARMA
ADVOCATE

Ch. No. 664, Western Wing,
Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-54

UUPPSSCC IESRamdasiaGirl, Sep/92,
5’.3”, parents bothworking in
Indian railway. Specifically
IAS/IPS/IESwell qualified
groomrequired. 8146632817
(Whatsapponly)

0050169197-1

II,, RajuKumarMinj S/oRopaMinj
R/o 108, HarswroopColony.
FatehpurBeri, Delhi. Inform
thatmyactualName isRaju
KumarMinj but Some
Documents hasbeen
mentionedRajuOraon. SoThat
RajuKumarMinj andRaju
Oraon is theSamePerson.

0040550308-1

II,, ParmeetKaurMalhotrad/o
Amarpal SinghMalhotra r/oB-
59, Third Floor, ShyamNagar,
Delhi-110018have changedmy
minor son’s name fromTejbir
SinghGujral toASEESSINGH
permanently. 0040550306-2

II,, ParmeetKaurGujral d/o
Amarpal SinghMalhotra r/oB-
59, Third Floor, ShyamNagar,
Delhi-110018have changedmy
name toPARMEETKAUR
MALHOTRApermanently.

0040550306-1

II,, PRAKRITI RAJ, D/OKRISHAN
KUMAR., R/o-B-84,ADSINAL
TOWNSHIPB.T.P.S
BADARPUR,NEWDELHI.44,have
changedmyname toPRAKIRTI
RAJ. 0040550351-1

II,,Mohd. Azam,S/o-Jasmal Khan,
R/o-E-1, SewakPark, Uttam
Nagar,NewDelhi-110039,have
changemyname fromMohd.
AzamtoAzamAlvi.

0040550349-2

II,,ManjuBala,W/oAshok
Sachdeva,R/o 3327/A,Circular
RoadAnandNagarRewari
(Haryana)-123401,have
changedmyname to Manju
Sachdeva. 0040550349-1

II,,MANJUDEVI,W/oSh.S.Krishna
Murthy,R/o-126,3rd-Floor,Type-
I,H-Block,Kali-Bari-Marg, DIZ-
Area,Sector-2,New-Delhi-
110001,Have changedmy
name,fromMANJUDEVI to
MANJUSHARMA,for all,future
purposes. 0040550351-3

II,, LaxmanS/oShri NandLal
PermanentR/oH-No.T-176, Old
Nangal Village, Delhi Cantt.
SouthWest, NewDelhi-110010,
have changedmyminor
Daughter’s nameNatashaShai
toNATASHA for all purposes.

0040550311-1

II,, Kumari Ragani SinhaW/oAjay
Kumar, R/o F-405B, F-Block,
SudershanPark, NewDelhi-
110015, have changedmyname
fromRagani toKumari Ragani
Sinha for all purposes.

0040550330-1

II,, KishanDev@KrishanDevS/o
Late Sh. Dhari RamR/oE-
16/391, First Floor, Sector-8,
Rohini, Delhi-110085, Declare
that KishanDevandKrishan
Devbothnamesbelong toone
of the sameperson

0070716009-1

II,, KhusbooDadhwalD/oRuman
KumarDadhwalH.no-H-
G88,phase-1, NewPalam-
ViharGurgaon-122017, have
changedmyname toPari
Dadhwal. 0040550353-4

II,, KanishkaW/oVikashSharma
R/o-301, 3rd Floor, BlockD1,
Deepvihar, Pansali, Delhi-
110042,have changedmyname
toKanishkaSharma.

0040550352-2

II,, Jaspreet SinghS/oCharanjit
SinghBindraR/oB-3/13 ,B-
Block ,RanaPratapBaghDelhi-
110009have changedmyname
to Jaspreet SinghBindra for all
purposes. 0040550353-6

II,, IshwarKumar,S/o sharvan
Kumar,R/oHo.no,C-4, JJ.colony,
khanpur,NewDelhi-
110062,have changed my
name,fromAmanvaish to
IshwarKumar,for all future
purposes. 0040550349-3

II,, Atul BhowmikS/oAlokKumar
BhowmikR/o-C-327, Sector-22,
Noida, Distt-G.B.Nagar, Uttar
Pradesh,have changedmy
son’s name from,Vadant
Bhowmik toVedantBhowmik.

0040550338-2

II,, Arti AggarwalW/o.Vipul Vijay
GuptaR/o-E-57/12, Gali.No-1,E-
Block Subhash-ViharNorth-
GhondaYamuna-Vihar, Bhajan
PuraDelhi-110053,have
changedmyname toAarti
GuptaPermanently.

0040550293-6

II,, AnushreedeepD/oAnurag
SinghR/o Flat.no-41, DGSCGHS
ltd, plot.no-6, opp.MTNL-office,
sector-22, Dwarka, Delhi-
110075,have changedmyname
toAnushree. 0040550353-3

II,, AnamikaW/oAnwar Jamal R/o
111A, StreetNo.7, Krishna
Nagar Safadarajng Enclave,
Delhi-110029, changedmy
name toAnamikaSrivastava.

0040550353-5

II,, AmritaW/ORamratanR/o-B-
37/1Govind-puri, kalkaji,New
Delhi-110019,have changemy
daughter name,fromSALONI to
SALONI BAGHEL,For all future
purposes. 0040550352-1

II,, ARSALANHASANS/OAMIR
HASSANANSARI R/O2724/25,
4th Floor, Gali Tehsildar, Kucha
Chellan, DaryaGanj, NewDelhi-
110002,Have changemyname
toARSALANHASSANANSARI.

0040550346-2

II,, AMIRHASSANS/ONOORUL
HASSANR/O2724/25, 4th Floor,
Gali Tehsildar, KuchaChellan,
DaryaGanj, NewDelhi-110002,
Have changemyname toAMIR
HASSANANSARI.

0040550346-1

II,, RakeshSharmas/oPrahlad
Singh r/oWZ-64, Todapur
Village, NewDelhi-110012have
changedmyname toRakesh
Kumar for futurepurposes.

0040550303-1

II,,KKAAVVIITTAACHAUHAN,D/o
Kanhaiya chauhanR/oD-24/1
om-enclavepart-2 sehtpur-
Aman jawanpur gawanpur
Fardiabad,HR-121003,have lost
myoriginal-certificate class-
10th(2017) Rollno-8739976
Class-12th(2019)Rollno-
9740620CBSE-Delhi.

0040550349-9

II,, yogesh S/o satyanarayan
R/o.H.no-14. Harizanmohalla
Bankner, Delhi-110040,have
lostmyoriginal certificate
Class-10thYear-2016, Rollno-
8669590CBSE-Delhi.

0040550349-10

II,, KUNALSinghS/oBrij pal singh
R/o 397/359 village&post
rithala Rohini Delhi-85,have
lostmyoriginal-certificate
class-10th year-2018,Rollno-
8186979CBSE-Delhi.

0040550353-9

II,, HARSHIT Luthra S/oVijay
kumar LuthraR/oA-34Hastsal
viharU.P, have lostmyoriginal-
certificate class-10th year-
2018Rollno-8213459CBSE-
Delhi. 0040550353-10

IIMANJEETSINGHHORA, R/O12-
A/25,WEAKAROLBAGH,NEW
DELHI, HAVECHANGEDMY
MINORDAUGHTER’SNAME
FROMASHMEETHORATO
ASHMEETKAURHORAFORALL
PURPOSES. 0040550333-1

OTHERS
1144Marla (350Sqyds) PlotNo 639,
Sector 62, Faridabad,Genuine
BuyersContact :Mittal
Associates 9417020849,
7307065265 0020411652-1

VISHNUVARMA
KOCHI,OCTOBER3

ANORTHOPAEDIC surgeon fac-
ingharassmentonsocialmedia
after the death of a patientwas
found hanging at his home in
KollamdistrictonThursday.
Kilikollur police filed a case

of unnatural death after Dr
Anoop Krishna (35), who ran
AnoopOrthoCarehospital,was
found dead at his home in
Kadappakada. Theword 'sorry'
wasfoundscribbledonthewalls
of thebathroom.
Dr Anoopwas being probed

in a case of medical negligence
after the death of a seven-year-
old during surgery on
September 23. The doctor was
also harassed on social media
platformsover thedeath.
A senior police officer said it

was too early to say if the doc-
tor'ssuicidehadanyconnection
with thechild’sdeath.
On September 23, a seven-

year-old girl, admitted to the
hospital run by Dr Anoop, suf-
fered a cardiac arrest during a
knee surgerywhichwas led by
DrAnoophimself.Shewastaken
toanotherhospital,butshedied.
Thefamilyofthedeceasedalong
withlocalsprotestedatthehos-

pital, holdingDrAnooprespon-
sible. They also filed a case of
medicalnegligencewithKollam
Eastpolicestation.Theprobe,led
by Assistant Commissioner A
PradeepKumar,wasunderway
whenDrAnoopdied.
Whenaskedabouttheprobe,

Kumarsaid,"Theinvestigationis
at a primary stage. We cannot
jumptoconclusions."
He added, "We had been in

touch with the doctor's office
and asked him to contact us (if
hewasfacingthreats).Naturally,
when there are incidents like
this,apersonwouldbementally
disturbed. He didn't personally
tellmeanythingabout it."
Several doctors voiced sup-

portforDrAnoop,slammingthe
“trialbysocialmedia”thatledto
suicides of doctors. Dr Sulphi
Noohu,ENTconsultantandvice-
presidentoftheKeralachapterof
IMA,wrote onFacebook thatDr
Anoophadagreedtothesurgery
after several doctors declined,
perhapscitingCovid-19risks.

SHUBHAJITROY
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER3

AHEAD OF polls in Myanmar
early November, Foreign
Secretary Harsh Vardhan
ShringlaandArmychiefGeneral
MMNaravaneareheadedtothe
countryforahigh-levelmeeting
focussedonpolitico-securityis-
sues of concern. They are ex-
pected to hold meetings with
their counterpartsonMonday.
On the agenda is early con-

clusionoftheExtraditionTreaty,
Mutual Legal Assistance Treaty
onCivilandCommercialmatters
and Agreement on the Transfer
of Sentenced Persons, growing
aerialandmaritimesecurityco-
operation, economic develop-
ment projects in the Rakhine
state to enable the return of
Rohingya, development of bor-
der regiononbothsides.
While Shringla has only vis-

ited Bangladesh during the
Covid-19pandemic,NewDelhi’s
decision to send the Foreign
SecretaryandtheArmychief to-
gether is a signal toMyanmar's
leadership on India’s two-
pronged engagement with the
powercentresinthecivilianand
militaryestablishment.
ShringlawillmeetUSoeHan,

Permanent Secretary, Ministry
of Foreign Affairs of Myanmar.
Gen Naravane is likely tomeet

Commander-in-ChiefMinAung
Hlaing anddiscussmilitary and
securitycooperation.
Sources said theongoingse-

curity cooperation continues to
berobustandthetwosideshave
remained sensitive to each
other’s securityconcerns.
Myanmar’s handing over of

22 Indian insurgents, sources
said, has been deeply appreci-
atedbyNewDelhi and “sends a
strongmessageofdeterrenceto
inimicalelementsonbothsides”.
In viewof their special part-

nership,Delhiwouldrequestearly
conclusion of the Extradition
Treaty,Mutual Legal Assistance
Treaty onCivil andCommercial
matters and Agreement on the
TransferofSentencedPersons.
As friendly neighbouring

countries, theyhavemaintained
a peaceful and tranquil border,
sourcessaid,addingthat theyat-
tachthehighestprioritytosettle-
mentof theremainingboundary

issues .Adiscussiononthis issue
isalsoexpectedtotakeplace.
On the political front, the

Indian side is approaching the
Rohingya issue through an eco-
nomicprogramme.Thisiscrucial
since Bangladesh wants New
DelhitoleanonMyanmartotake
backtherefugees.
Shringla andGenNaravane

willconveyNewDelhi’scommit-
ment to the Rakhine State
DevelopmentProgramme.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

ForeignSecyHarshVardhan
Shringla;ArmyChief
GeneralMMNaravane

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
AHMEDABAD,OCTOBER3

WHILEQUASHINGtheorderof
asingle judgeof itscourtwhich
dismissed a plea by a Bhuj res-
ident challenging his preven-
tivedetention,adivisionbench
of Gujarat High Court sug-
gested that such matters be
treated as habeas corpus peti-
tions and should be heard by a
divisionbenchandnotbyasin-
gle judge.
The judgement by the divi-

sion bench of Chief Justice
Vikram Nath and Justice J B
Pardiwala, dated September18,
arrivedattheconclusionconsid-
ering the aspect that a person
detained under the preventive
detentionlawisneitherbrought
beforeamagistratenoristhede-
tenue entitled to consult a legal
practitioner andwhenaperson
isdeprivedofhispersonalliberty
as is guaranteed by the
Constitution, “he gets the right
to challenge such detention on
thegroundsavailable in law.”
Thepetitioner,HaidarshaPir,

wasplacedunderpreventivede-
tention on July 29 following an
order totheeffectpassedbythe
districtmagistrateofKutch-Bhuj
on the ground of Pir being a
“dangerousperson”.
Thisorderwaschallengedon

itslegalityandvaliditybyPirbe-
foreasingle-judgecourtroomof
Justice Bela Trivedi. However,
Justice Trivedi had declined to
look into the legality and valid-
ityof thedetentionorder.

HC: Preventive
detention
pleas should
be heard by
division bench

BASHAARATMASOOD
SRINAGAR,OCTOBER3

THEBODIESof thethreelabour-
ers from Rajouri, who were
killedinanallegedencounterby
the Army in South Kashmir’s
Shopian in July this year, were
exhumed in Baramulla in the
early hours of Saturday and
handedover to their families,
Inspector General of Police

(IGP), Kashmir, Vijay Kumar on
Saturday confirmed that the
bodieswereexhumed.
MohammadYousuf,fatherof

AbrarAhmad,oneofthevictims,
told The Sunday Express: “Now
they have given us the bodies,
we demand the death penalty
for thosewho killed them. It is
my right. Let their families also
feelwhat itmeans”.
Guftar AhmadChoudhary, a

social activist fromRajouriwho
accompaniedthefamiliesof the
slaintriotoBaramullafortheex-
humation told The Sunday
Express, “Right now, we are on
wayback toRajouri.”
The development came

hoursafterJammuandKashmir
Director General of Police
DilbaghSinghonFridaysaidthat
the legal process for the exhu-
mation would be “completed
soon”.
“Theexhumation tookplace

at around 5.30 am (Saturday),”
Choudhary said. “The SSP
(SeniorSuperintendentofPolice,
Baramulla), DSP and a magis-
tratewerepresentduringtheex-
humation.”
Fathersof theslain triowere

present. The families left for
Rajouri in an ambulance with
thebodiesimmediatelyafterthe
exhumationprocess.
Imtiyaz Ahmad (20) and

MohammadIbrar(16),residents
of Dharsakri village, and Abrar
Ahmad (25) of Tarkasi villageof
Kotranka,Rajouri,werekilledin
an alleged encounter in
AmshiporavillageofShopian, in
south Kashmir, on July 18. The
Armyandthepolicehaddubbed

the three as unidentifiedmili-
tantsandburiedthemdiscreetly
in a graveyard in Baramulla,
northKashmir.
Alleging an attempt at a

cover-up, Yousuf said, “It has
beenalongstruggle forus.Why
and how did they (forces) dub
them as Pakistanis when they
were carrying Aadhaar cards?
Hadthephotosnotbeen leaked
(on social media), they would
havehushed itup.”
OnAugust10,picturesof the

bodies of the trio had appeared
onsocialmedia.Thefamilieshad
earlier filed a missing report
with Rajouri police, stating that
their sons, who had gone to
Kashmirforwork,weremissing

since the night of July 17, when
theyhadlastcalledhome.Asthe
imageswentviral on socialme-
dia,thefamiliesidentifiedthem,
leading to the Army ordering a
probe into thekillings.
OnSeptember18,theArmy's

Court of Inquiry confirmed that
the three men killed in the
Amshipora encounter were
labourers from Rajouri. The
identitywas further confirmed
by DNA test. The Army state-
ment also said its probe had
“prima facie” found that its
troops exceeded powers under
the Armed Forces Special
PowersAct(AFSPA)anddirected
disciplinaryproceedingsagainst
those “answerable”.

MAYURAJANWALKAR
MUMBAI,OCTOBER3

VETERAN SOCIAL activist,
scholar, rationalist, and a stal-
wart of Marathi literature and
theatre Pushpa Bhave passed
away late on Friday night. She
was81.
Known for her tremendous

contribution to social move-
ments inMaharashtra over six
decades,includingtheSamyukta
MaharashtraMovementthatled
to the formation of the state,
Bhave, who spent her last days
in a wheelchair after her legs
were amputated following ag-
gravateddiabetes,succumbedto
her prolonged illness. Shewas
crematedonSaturdaymorning.
Sheissurvivedbyheroctogenar-
ianhusbandAnantBhave.
Remembered as frank and

fearless, Bhave, a professor of
MarathiandSanskrit,wasfondly
called Pushpa Bai, by her stu-
dentsandonthefield,whereshe
participated and led several so-
cial movements, including agi-
tationsagainsttheEmergencyin
1975, protests against inflation
alongsideprominentwomenso-
cialist leaders likeMrinal Gore
andAhilyaRangnekar.
Bhave backed movements

like Dalit Panthers,
Andhashradda Nirmulan,
HamaalPanchayatandwomen’s
rightsmovements like Devdasi
Mukti across the country. She is
remembered for standing up to
theShivSenathatwasatthetime
ledbyitssupremoBalThackeray,
in connectionwith the Ramesh
Kinimurder in 1996, throwing
her weight behind his widow
Sheela, who lived in Bhave’s
neighbourhoodinDadar.
Her courage that had in-

spired many earned her the
moniker ‘the Iron lady of
Mumbai’.
DalitwriterandactivistArjun

Dangle, a foundingmember of
DalitPanthers,said,“Hercontri-
bution as Marathi literary and
theatre critic was tremendous.
Shewas a voracious reader and
an intellectual but shewas not
theveryseriouskind.Whenever
wemet, shewould love to talk.
Her simplicitywas a part of her
charm. She would mostly be
wearinganoff-white saree.”

Shopian encounter: Bodies of 3 Rajouri
labourers exhumed, handed over to kin

Srinagar: At Chowgam,
Shopian, the roomwhere the
threemen last stayed are still
bare,barringtwoblanketsthat
lie crumpled on the floor. On
thewallabove,ashirtandapair
ofpantshangfromhooks.Two
sets of slippers, a pair of socks
lie strewn around the room.
Their last half-eatenmeal lies
covered in a layer of fungus in
the copper pot inwhich itwas
cooked. The shelves still hold
their sparse belongings—a set

of plastic plates and a couple
glasses,anemptywaterbottle.
The owner of the house,
Fareeda Bano, says that the
three had no bedding and she
gave themone of the blankets
tosleepon. “Weshut theroom
and left it as itwas,” Bano said.
“Sometimeswegetquestioned
bytheArmy,sometimesbythe
police, about the men who
lived here.We thought it was
best to just leave it as itwas.”

NAVEEDIQBAL

Their room on rent still as it was

Theirrentedroom.NaveedIqbal

Bhavewas
alsoa
rationalist
andtheatre
stalwart

DrAnoop
Krishnawas
facinga
probeover
negligence

Veteran activist, scholar
Pushpa Bhave dies at 81

THEDECISIONtosenda
civilianandamilitaryof-
ficialwas takenat the
highest level, asNew
Delhi feels that India
needs tostrengthenties,
given thesecuritychal-
lengesalong the India-
Myanmarborder. The
twosidesarealsoex-
pected todiscuss the
borderdevelopmentpro-
gramme,which is inan
advancedstage, andhas
seen thesuccessful im-
plementationof around
140 infraprojects.

Border
concerns
behindtop
levelvisitE●EX
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ForeignSecyandArmy
chief head toMyanmar
inbid todeepen ties

Facing ‘social media trial’,
Kerala doc found hanging

New Delhi
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SOMYALAKHANI,
ANANYATIWARI &
ASHNABUTANI
HATHRAS,NEWDELHI,
OCTOBER3

CONGRESS LEADERS Rahul
Gandhi and Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra, whowere on Thursday
stopped en route to Hathras to
meet the 19-year-oldwoman's
family,managedtoreachthevil-
lage on Saturday and spent an
hourat their residence.
“She (Priyanka) satwithme,

askedme about my daughter,
how she died, what happened
on September 14…. She asked
about her cremation,” the vic-
tim’s mother said after the
Congress leaders left. “They just
askedusaboutourdaughter,and
promisedtohelpusget justice.”
SocialactivistYogitaBhayana,

whowaswith the familywhen
the two leadersmet them, told
TheSundayExpress, “Theyasked
thefamilywhethertheywanted
a CBI inquiry, towhich the fam-
ily said no. They offered their
condolences to the family and
extendedtheirsupport.”
As the two leaders reached

thefamily'sresidence,morethan
50UPPolicepersonnelandjoint
magistratePremPrakashMeena
were present. The victim’s
brother told The Sunday Express,
“They reassured us help; they
saidtheywilldowhattheycan.”
Earlier in the day, Priyanka

and Rahul had run into heavy
police deployment on the DND
while exiting the NCR. As their
vehicledrovealongsideacrowd

ofCongressworkersandmoved
towards the DND exit, some
partyworkerswere involved in
clashes with policemen sta-
tionedat the toll gates.
As some Congress workers

facedpolicebatons,Priyankagot
off thevehicleandattemptedto
shield them. She eventually
pushed some police personnel
andmovedthebarricadesaside
fromone exit as themotorcade
inched forwardbehind them.
Delhi state Congress chief

Anil Chaudhary said hewas in-
jured in the lathicharge.
“Congress workers will give
blood for the safety of women,
girls,andDalitwomenofUP.We
arenotscaredofthelathisorthe

Modi-Yogi regime,”hesaid.
On way to the village

Saturday, Rahul tweeted,
“Nothing in theworld can stop
me frommeeting this unhappy
family of Hathras and sharing
theirpain.”
Selja Kumari, former Union

ministerofsocialjusticeandem-
powerment,whowaspresentat
the DND, told The Sunday
Express, “The UP government
doesnotbelieve in justice. Itbe-
lieves in jungle raj, and this is a
result of that. In a democratic
country, anyone canmeet any-
body. Is there any democracy
here? You do not see any evi-
dence of that under the UP
government.”

DrSaiAnamika, regional co-
ordinator, member, AICC, said,
“Partyworkersanda fewsenior
politicianswere injured (in po-
lice lathicharge). Among them
wasKamalKishor."
Senior party leaders K C

Venugopal, Randeep Singh
Surjewala and Adhir Ranjan
Choudhury also accompanied
RahulandPriyanka.
Following themeetingwith

thefamily,Priyankatweetedfive
“questions of the Hathras vic-
tim'sfamily”:“ajudicialenquiry
through the Supreme Court be
done”; the Hathras District
Magistratebesuspended;“why
thewoman’sbodywasburntus-
ing petrol without asking us”;

“why are we being misled,
threatened again and again”;
and“wepickedflowersfromthe
pyre for humanity's sake but
how dowe knowwhether the
bodywasevenourdaughter's?”
She tweeted, “Getting an-

swers to these questions is the
rightofthisfamilyandtheUPgov-
ernmentwillhavetoanswer.”

UttarPradesh AdditionalChief Secretary,Home,AwanishAwasthiandDirectorGeneralof
PoliceHCAwasthivisitedthevictim's family inHathras,Saturday.GajendraYadav

SHAJUPHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
OCTOBER3

WITHCOVID-19 cases continu-
ing to spike across Kerala, pro-
hibitory orders under CrPC
Section144havebeenclamped
across thestate.
Thebanonassemblyofmore

than five personswill continue
till the end of this month.
However,thereisnobanonmo-
bilityofpeopleorfunctioningof
officesandtradecentres.
Chief Minister Pinarayi

Vijayan warned of stringent
measures and a steep hike in
penalties for those violating
Covid-19 protocols and social
distancing norms. “There has
been a lapse in vigil against the
pandemic. Things have been
taken without much serious-
ness. Hence, strict measures
would be adopted. Testing
wouldalsobe rampedup in the
state incomingdays,”hesaid.
OnSeptember27,Kerala'sto-

talactivecaseshadbeen56,709.
Over the lastoneweek, that fig-
ure grew to 80,818 as on
Saturday.
Kerala, which has an alarm-

ing test positivity rate of 14.41
per cent, is theonly statewhich
hasa largershareof activecases
than recoveredones in the total
confirmedcases.
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TABASSUM
BARNAGARWALA
MUMBAI,OCTOBER3

THE52-YEAR-OLD motherofan
ASHAworkerinKohlapurdiedof
post-Covid complications on
Friday, and for hours after her
death, the hospital refused to
handoverthebodytothefamily
till thependingbillwascleared.
On August 27, Mahadevi

Vajantri,alongwithotherfamily
memberstestedpositive for the
virus andwas admitted in a lo-
calCovidcarecentre for10days
andthendischarged.
Thenightofherdischargeon

September8,Vajantrideveloped
breathing problems. A CT scan
showed lung infection and
pneumonia. Over the next 25
days,thefamilyspentRs5.5lakh
and was bounced around five
hospitalsonVajantri’streatment.
Jyoti, the ASHA worker, said
when their savings ran out, she
startedsellingher jewellery.
Former civil surgeon Kempi

Patil,whowastransferredoutof
Kolhapurearlierthisweek,said,
“The Covid care centre comes
undercorporation.Idonotknow
aboutthiscaseandhavenocom-
ments tooffer.”
Kolhapur commissioner

Manjunath Kalshetty said he
wouldhave to look intowhy the
patientwasnot treated in agov-
ernmenthospital.CollectorDaulat
Desaididnotrespondtocalls.

Jharkhand: Day after negative Covid
test, minister dies of cardiac arrest

GOPALKATESHIYA
RAJKOT,OCTOBER3

IT IS around 2.30 pm. Dr Kinjal
Nadia,25,slumpsinachairinthe
HighlyDependentUnit(HDU)of
thededicatedCovid-19hospital
set up on the campus of Guru
Gobindsingh Government
Hospital (GG Hospital) in
Jamnagarwheresheispostedas
aseniorresidentdoctor,afterher
eight-hour shift, whichmarked
theendof thetenthweekofher
CoviddutyonSaturday.
Thedoctor,whoherself con-

tracted theviruswhile deputed
to Ahmedabad, says theweeks
arenowseeming longer.
“SpendingeighthoursinaPPE

suit is the toughest thing to do.
Onecan’tevendrinkaglassofwa-
terthoughonehastospeakloudly
to beheard... On theother hand,
onelosesalitreofwatertoperspi-
ration.Ontopof all this, thepulls
andpressuresofmanaging30pa-
tients in anHDU, especially the
lasthourofdutyjustdoesn’tseem
to end,” says the third-year resi-

dentwith themedicine depart-
mentoftheMPShahGovernment
MedicalCollege, Jamnagar.
The GGHospital is attached

toMPShahMedicalCollege.
Barring a two-day leave to

visitherparents inAhmedabad,
DrNadiahasbeenatworkwith-
outevenweeklyoffsforthepast
sixmonths -- shifting between
Covid and non-Covid duties
everyalternateweek.
Besides the core team of 51

residentdoctorsand24consult-
ants ofmedicine and anaesthe-
siadepartments,themedicalcol-
lege has pressed doctors from
otherdepartmentsalsoonCovid
duty. “We are managing the
workloadofdoctorsbyfollowing
rotation...Doctorsdohaveliberty
to go on leave. But everyone is

working very hard,” says Prof
NandiniDesai, deanofMPShah
GovernmentMedicalCollege.
Over thepast sixmonths,Dr

Nadiahastreatedapproximately
250 Covid patients, including
threedozeninAhmedabadcivil
hospital, as part of a teamof 18
doctors and six consultants de-
putedat the facility.
“Therewere50to60patients

in the suspected patients ward
and I and another resident doc-
tor fromBJMedical Collegehad
to manage all of them on our
own. It was the first time I was
managing somany patients in
my life. It was also a lesson on
howtoremaincalm...,” shesaid.
However, her stay in

Ahmedabad was extended by
another week when her own

samples returned positive for
Covid-19whenshewaspacking
herbagstoleaveforJamnagaron
May7. “Thiswas sort of ananti-
climax... themost troublingand
unsettlingpart of itwas the fact
that my home in Ahmedabad
was just 10minutes’ drive from
the hotel and yet I could not
meetmyparents,”saysDrNadia.
“Theseseemtobethetough-

est times... This pandemic has
taughtmetheimportanceoffam-
ily, values and of being healthy.
Oneneedsmoralsupport... Ihave
shed five kilos of weight during
thispandemic,”saysDrNadia.
Jamnagar district reported

nearly100to130casesdailyinthe
firstthreeweeksofSeptemberbe-
fore comingdown to around90
per day recently. As of Saturday,
therewere463activecases.
Jamnagar collector Ravi

ShankarsaysamajorityofCovid
patientsarepreferringhome-iso-
lation,with363of1230bedsoc-
cupied at themoment in Covid
facilities. “We understand the
load on our doctors and health-
caresystemingeneralisincreas-
ing....Whencaseloadwas lowin
Jamnagar, our doctors served in
other centres. When they re-
turned,ourowncaseloadhadin-
creased.So,somefatigueisnatu-
ral. But senior facultymembers
counsel and encourage them
constantly inanattempttokeep
themmotivated,”Shankarsaid.
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DrKinjalNadiaat theendofoneofhereight-hourshiftsat
Jamnagar’sGGHospital. Express

DOCTORONCOVIDDUTY INGUJARAT’SJAMNAGAR

‘Managed so many patients for first
time... lesson on how to remain calm’

After treatment
at five hospitals,
savings depleted,
ASHA worker’s
mother dies

Amid spike in
Covid cases,
prohibitory
orders across
Kerala till Oct 31

SUSHANTDEATHCASE

AIIMS medical board rules out
murder, says death by suicide

Chhattisgarh:
Two drug, rape
minor; arrested

UP: Dalit teen
killed, 2 relatives
held, say police

MAULSHREESETH
LUCKNOW,OCTOBER3

NAVNEET SEHGAL, the 1988-
batchIASofficergivenadditional
charge of the Uttar Pradesh
Information Department as
Additional Chief Secretary in the
latestbureaucraticreshuffle,isno
stranger to being close topower
and serving on relative sidelines
underanewgovernment.
Apparentlybrought inby the

stategovernment,facingfireover
the Hathras death and alleged
gangrapecase,tofirefightthecri-
sis,Sehgalplayedsimilarrolesun-
dertwopreviousgovernments.
Known for his “network” in

bureaucraticcircles,notjustinUP
or other states but even abroad,
Sehgal comes fromChandigarh
andisalsoacharteredaccountant.
Picked by then Union MoS

AkhileshDasGuptain2006tobe
his private secretary, Sehgal first

cameintolimelightinthebureau-
craticcircleswhenhewaschosen
by then UP CM Mayawati as
Secretary to theCM.Manywere
surprisedwhenMayawati pub-
licly praisedhimalongwith fel-
lowIASofficerDurgaShankerfor
theirwork.
By 2012, aside from being

Secretary toCM, Sehgalwas also
handling keydepartments such
as State Urban Development
Authority, UrbanDevelopment,
EstateDepartment (whichhan-
dles all government properties),
Energy.Hewasalsochairman/MD
ofUPPowerCorporationLtdand
CMD of the State Industrial
DevelopmentAuthority.
In UP bureaucratic circles, it

wasrareforanofficertobegiven
somany significant responsibili-
tiestogether,thattooofSecretary
rank,sourcessaid.
But after theAkhileshYadav

government came to power in
2012, Sehgal, likemost officers

closetothepreviousCM,wasput
on ‘wait list’. Hewas eventually
given charge of ReligiousAffairs
Department, considered a side
posting. According to officers,
Sehgal cameupwith fresh ideas
for developing religious places
acrossthestate,andpromotedthe
ideaof“religioustourism”—some
projectsonwhichworkisstillgo-
ingonwereproposedatthattime.
Just before 2014 Lok Sabha

polls, Akhilesh, then looking to
promote“BrandUP”,madeSehgal

head of the Information
Department, giving him addi-
tional charge as Principal
Secretary.Withinmonths,hewas
given additional charge of State
HighwayDevelopmentAuthority
and made CEO of the newly
formedUPExpresswayIndustrial
DevelopmentAuthority.Hewas
alsomade additional resident
commissionerinNewDelhi.
In 2015, Sehgal is learnt to

have played a significant role in
organisingan investors'meet to
promote“BrandUP”indifferent
parts of the country, andorgan-
ising Pravasi Bhartiya Divas in
Agra.
Whenhemet a serious road

accidentin2016,Akhileshvisited
himinhospital andmethis fam-
ily.Later,thenGovernorRamNaik
alsomethim–araregesturefora
bureaucrat.
Post-recovery, hewas given

charge of the state Tourism
Department alongwith existing

responsibilities andmadedirec-
torgeneral,Tourism.Hewasalso
entrustedwith the Sports and
YouthWelfareDepartment.
In2017,astheYogiAdityanath

governmentcamein,Sehgalwas
again put on thewait list in the
firstmajoradministrativereshuf-
fle in the state. All his postswere
giventoAwanishKumarAwasthi,
whowas on central deputation
beforethat.Awasthi is theofficer
SehgalreplacedonWednesday's
reshuffle as Additional Chief
Secretary, Information.
In 2017, Sehgal was given

charge of Khadi and Village
Industries Department and in
July 2019 additional charge of
MSME, where he worked on
promotion of the state govern-
ment's ambitious “One district,
One Product” scheme. During
lockdown,thedepartmentacted
asalinkinconnectingreturning
migrantworkerswith employ-
mentopportunities.

MP rape: Day after
Dalit woman kills self,
action against 3 cops
IRAMSIDDIQUE
BHOPAL,OCTOBER3

A POLICE officer in Madhya
Pradesh’s Narsinghpur district
was booked for disobeying the
lawwhiletwoothersweretrans-
ferredonSaturday, a day after a
32-year-oldDalitwomanended
herlifefollowingafailedattempt
to get her gangrape complaint
registeredwithpolice.
The action came after Chief

MinisterShivraj SinghChouhan
tookcognizanceof theissueand
said,“Crimeagainstwomenwill
notbetoleratedinMP.Thesecul-
prits are devils who do not de-
serve to live incivil society.”
The woman, a resident of

Narsinghpurdistrict,wascutting
grass in the fieldswhen shewas
allegedlyrapedbythreemen.The
woman and her husband ap-
proached thepolice to register a
complaint but were asked to
comethenextmorningforamed-

ical check-up.No complaintwas
fileddespitethecoupleapproach-
ingthepoliceoverfourdays.
Thewoman'shusbandalleged

that the police detainedhim in-
steadandhewasonlyallowedto
leaveafterpayingthemRs5,000.
Whilethefamilystruggledto

file a case against the accused,
the woman had to face taunts
fromher neighbours on Friday.
Afterthis,thewomanwentback
homeandhangedherself.
Narsinghpur SP Ajay Singh

said,“Wehavearrestedall three
accused and booked the police
official as well. There is also a
caseagainsttwopeopleforabet-
menttosuicidebasedonthevic-
tim’shusband's complaint.”
While an assistant sub-in-

spector was suspended and
booked,anAdditionalSPandan
SDPOhavebeenattachedtothe
policeheadquarters inBhopal.
Meanwhile, a team of the

forensicdepartmentalsovisited
thevillage.

NewDelhi: Jharkhand’sMinority
Welfare Minister Haji Hussain
Ansaridiedofacardiacarreston
Saturday at aprivatehospital in
Ranchi.Ansarihadearliertested
positive for Covid-19 and had
been admitted to hospital 10
days ago. However, a hospital

spokespersonsaidAnsaritested
negative for thevirusonFriday.
ChiefMinisterHemantSoren

tweetedinHindi,“Hewasasim-
plemanwith conviction and a
mass leader...”
UnionMinisterArjunMunda

alsocondoledhisdeath. ENS

Lucknow:TheKanpurDehatpo-
liceonSaturday foundthebody
of a 16-year-old Dalit girl, who
had been missing since
September26, ina farmaround
a kilometre fromher residence.
Thevictim’sfather,afarmer,reg-
istered an FIR against his two
elder brothers on charges of
murder and destruction of evi-
dence.Thetwoaccusedwerear-
rested andwere being interro-
gated,police said.
"The father alleged the ac-

cusedkilledhis daughter over a
landdispute.Heclaimedthatthe
accused had threatened him in
thepast,"saidKanpurDehat SSP
KeshavKumarChoudhary. ENS

Raipur:Twopeoplehavebeenar-
rested for allegedly kidnapping
andrapinga14-year-oldgirl ina
village in Chhattisgarh's
Balrampur.Theaccusedallegedly
drugged and assaulted the girl
before raping her, according to
thestatementgiventothepolice.
The incident took place on

September27whentheaccused
allegedlykidnappedthegirlwhen
shehadgone to the forest, police
said. “The girl’s statement has
beenrecordedbefore themagis-
trate... She said shewas rapedby
themenwhobelongtohervillage.
Oneof theaccusedalsogaveher
drugswhichrenderedheruncon-
scious,”anofficialsaid. ENS

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER3

THE AIIMSmedical board has
ruledoutmurderinthedeathof
actor Sushant Singh Rajput and
termedit“acaseofhangingand
deathbysuicide”.
In a medico-legal opinion

submitted to the CBI, the six-
member team of forensic doc-
torshasdismissedallegationsof
“poisoningandstrangling”.
“There were no injuries on

the body other than (that) of
hanging.Therewerenomarksof
struggle/scuffleonthebodyand
clothes of the deceased. It is a
caseofhanginganddeathbysui-
cide,”DrSudhirGupta,chairman
ofAIIMSForensicMedicalBoard,
formed in the death case, told
reporters.
The board had discussed its

findings with the CBI, which is
probingthecase.“Thecomplete
examination of ligature mark
over the neck was consistent
withhanging,”DrGuptasaid.

Agra: Members of the
Valmiki community, who
were protesting against the
Hathras gangrape andmur-
der, clashed with police in
AgraonSaturday.
Police personnel were

deployed at the clash site
outsideamunicipalcorpora-
tion office in Kothi Meena
Bazaarareaof theTajcity,of-
ficials said.
Some visuals purport-

edlyshowedmembersofthe
community reach themu-
nicipal corporation office
and pelt stones at garbage
collection vehicles. Later,
dozens of policemen,
reachedthesiteandthewere
peltedwithstones too.
“Adequate police force

hasreachedtheincidentsite
with senior officers. Efforts
areunderwaytorestorenor-
malcy and law and order,” a
statement by Agra police
said. PTI

Rahul, PriyankameetHathrasvictim’s
family: ‘They just askedaboutour child’

VALMIKI COMMUNITY
MEMBERSCLASH
WITHPOLICE IN AGRA

NavneetSehgal

UP new information chief was crisis manager to 2 ex-CMs

AMILBHATNAGAR
NOIDA,OCTOBER3

ADOCTORwho conducted the
medicolegalinvestigationonthe
19-year-old Hathraswoman at
the Jawaharlal NehruMedical
College andHospital in Aligarh
MuslimUniversityonSeptember
22hadgivena“provisionalopin-
ion”that“onthebasisof localex-
amination, I am of the opinion
that there are signs of use of
force”, reports show. The doctor
had added: “However, opinion
regarding penetrative inter-
courseisreservedpendingavail-
abilityof FSLreports.”
The report also mentions,

basedondetailsprovidedbythe
woman, that there was “com-
plete” “penetration bypenis” of
the “vagina”.
Thereportmentions,basedon

details providedbyher, that she
was “gagged” and “strangulated
bydupatta”.Thesectioninthere-
port, verbal threats,mentions:
“Yes,threattokill.”Thereportalso
mentions the “assailants” as
“Sandeep,Ramu,LuvKush,Ravi”.
The woman had been as-

saultedonSeptember14,andwas
abletoprovidethedetailsaftershe
regained consciousness on
September 22. In a statement
recordedbeforeamagistratethen,
shesaidshehadbeenraped.
Following her statement,

samples were sent to the
Forensic Science Laboratory,
which received them on
September25.TheUttarPradesh
policehassofarreliedonthere-
sultsontheFSLreporttosaythe
womanwasnot raped.
At a press conference,

Prashant Kumar, ADG (Law &
Order), had said, “Asper the FSL
(forensic science laboratory) re-
port, no semen or sperm secre-
tion was found in the viscera
sample.Thepost-mortemreport
statesthatthecauseofdeathwas
due to traumacausedby theas-
sault.Despite the statementsby
officials, somewrong informa-
tionwascirculatedinthemedia.”
Thewoman’s post-mortem

reportfromSafdarjungHospital
meanwhile states that her “hy-
men showed multiple old
healedtears”,andthat the“anal
orifice showedoldhealed tear”.

AMU doc’s
‘provisional
opinion’:
‘Signs of use
of force’

Reportalsomentions,
basedondetails
providedbythe
woman, that therewas
‘complete’ ‘penetration
bypenis’of ‘vagina’

New Delhi
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LOOKING FOR A

19-YEAR-OLD

I
TWAS a busymonth on the sewing
machineforthe19-year-old.OnAugust
26,ababywasborn,herbrother’sthird
daughter.Apartfromtheusualembroi-
deryworkshedid, thewomanhadto

turn old dhotis and saris into clothes for the
baby.Herhandsworkedfastonthemachine,
recallshersister-in-law,“ekdumtez”.
Weekslater,thebabyclotheslieunfinished.

Thesewingmachinehasbeenpushedtoacor-
nerandtheswatchesoffabrichavebeenbun-
dledontoablueshelf inoneofthethreesmall
roomsofthehouseinavillageinUP’sHathras.
Threeweeksafterthebaby’sbirth,her19-

year-old auntwas assaulted and allegedly
rapedbyfourupper-castemeninabajrafield
that’safive-minutewalkfromherhouse.Two
weeks later, on September 29, thewoman,
born intooneof the fiveValmiki (Dalit) fami-
liesinthevillage,diedinaDelhihospital—201
kmfromherhouse,hermother,andhernieces.
What followed thedeathwas a surrepti-

tiouscremationdoneintheabsenceoffamily
members, avillageunder siegeby thepolice,
allegationsofthreatsbyseniorUPgovernment
officials, anOppositionon the roads, and the
suspensionofHathras’stoppoliceofficers.
Thewomanisnowastatistic,therearend

ofaspeedingambulance,alitpyre.TheSunday
ExpresswenttotheHathrasvillagelookingfor
the19-year-oldwoman.

■ ■ ■

Borntoagriculturallabourers,theshewas
thefourthoffivesiblings.Shewasalsothefirst
womaninthefamilytoattendschool,briefly.
“Shehadtocrossthehighwayjusttogetto

theprimaryschool.Trucksandbusesmovedat
suchspeed...Wepulledheroutofschoolwhen
shewas inClass5.Wenever lethergoalone,
wewereafraidshemightcomeunderacar,or
that someonemight kidnapher...Whatwe
fearedhascometrue.Wecouldn’tprotecther,”
saysthewoman’smother,sobbingintoherveil.
On the morning of September 14, the

mothersays,thetwoof themhadgonetothe
bajra fields to cut grass for their six buffaloes
andcows.Asthedaughterworkedafewme-
tresawayfromthemother,shewasallegedly
draggedtoapartofthefieldwhereshewasal-
legedlygangrapedandbeatenupbySandeep
(20),Ravi(35),LuvKush(23)andRamu(26).
Themothersaysshefoundherdaughter

lyinginapoolofblood,andthefamilyrushed
toapolicestation, followedbyalocalhospi-
tal. Thewomanwasmoved to a hospital in
Aligarh, an hour away from the village, and
then to Delhi’s Safdarjung Hospital on
September28.Aday later, shedied.
“Anightbeforetheincident,mydaughter

and I slept in the aangan, likewealwaysdid.
Sheusedtotellmeeverynighthowshecan’t
fallasleepunlessIamnexttoher.Imaginemy
misfortune that Iwasn’t allowed to seemy
daughter’sfacewhenshedied.HowwillIever
sleeppeacefullynow?”shesays.

At 2.45 amWednesday, from the small
windowsof its homes, a village shrouded in
darkness and grief saw the smoke from a
lonelypyreriseupintotheskyasUPPoliceand
theadministrationcrematedthe19-year-old’s
body,withoutthefamily.
“Peoplesaythefamilyisbrave...Wearenot

brave.Whatoptiondowehave?Afterthegov-
ernmentdeprivedusof the right tocarryout
our sister's last rites, fighting for justice is the
onlythingwecando,”saysoneofthewoman’s
cousins, sitting in her house that’s teeming
with mediapersons
Saturdayafternoon.

■ ■ ■

A two-day siege, with
300 UP Police personnel
guarding every inch of the
village,was lifted Saturday
morning. With reporters
campingoutside thevillage
for days, and news of her
deathmaking global head-
lines, the spotlight is sud-
denly on the small village
and its 60 families. Of these, only about five
householdsareofValmikis,whiletherestare
ofBrahminsandThakurs.
Adirt trackseparates—orjoins—thevic-

tim’s homeand that of the accused. But the
events of the last fewweekshave turnedold
fault linesintodeep,cavernousdivides.
“She’sruinedourvillage’sname...brought

suchdisrepute.Whowillmarry theirdaugh-
tersintothisvillagenow?”saysaThakurresi-
dentof thevillage.
Atthevictim’shome,acousinsaysthatde-

spite the siege, he is awareof the “rumours”.
“IftheSPcangoonnationalTVandsayshewas
not raped, what can one expect from the
Thakursof thevillage,whoareconvincedshe
lied.Shegaveastatement,whywouldshelie?”

Thewoman’s sister-in-law says that like
mostwomen in the village, the 19-year-old
mostlystayedathome.Eventherarevisits to
themarket didn’t always endwell, she says.
“Shewouldcomebackangry... saytheupper-
castes saymean things about us, called her
names...andsoon,”saysthesister-in-law.
Theyearthewomanwasborn,“afewdays

before wheat was harvested in 2001”,
Sandeep’s grandfatherhad spent time in jail
for allegedlybeatingup thewoman’s grand-
father. “Hebrokehis headwith ahammer, a

casewas filed... Since then,
this family has had a prob-
lemwithus.Theyusecaste-
basedslurs,theaccusedalso
threatenedher in thepast,”
saysafamilymemberofthe
19-year-old.

■ ■ ■

For two days as the
siegewent on, police took
over the village’s fields,
rooftops and lanes. With
Section144ofCrPCinplace,

most residentsdidn’t leave theirhomes.
Alsolockedinwasthe19-year-old’sfam-

ily.OnSaturday,whenpoliceliftedtheblock-
ade, the media thronged the small brick
house, occupying every conceivable inch of
space in each of the roomswithmics and
questions.“Wehaven’teatenallday,thechil-
drenare soakingbiscuits inwater for lunch.
Give us some space,” the victim’s sister-in-
lawsays, overwhelmed.
The arrival of the 19-year-old’s niece in

Augusthadbroughtthefamilytogetherforthe
firsttimeinoverayear.Thewoman’stwomar-
riedsistersandtheirchildrenhadpaidavisit.
“Weallgottogetherbeforebhabhi’sdeliv-

ery, hoping itwouldbe aboy after twogirls.
Parphir se ladkihui (But itwasagirl again)...,”

saysthevictim’seldersister.
Itwasthe19-year-old, says thesister-in-

law,who convinced the family to celebrate
thebaby’sarrival.“Shewastheonlyonewho
said it’s ahappymoment, that thebabyhas
continued their tradition of three sisters in
thefamily. Isometimeswonder,howdidshe
get sowise?” shesays.
In the house teemingwith relatives and

outsiders, the baby moves from one lap
toanother.
Thesister-in-lawsaysthatwithwomenin

thevillagemostlyconfinedtotheirhomes,the
19-year-old had grown to becomeher best
friend. “Shewasonly 14-15when I gotmar-
ried and came here. Such a baby. She still
sucked her thumbwhile sleeping, her one
handonhereyebrow,”shesays, laughing.
Asshegrewolder,the19-year-oldbecame

theonethesister-in-lawwouldturntowhen
in trouble. “Shewould advisemeonhow to
tacklemaritalissues,hownottogetangryover
pettyproblemsathome,howtoalwayswear
theghoonghat...Thisishowitisinvillages,girls
growupveryquickly,”saysthesister-in-law.
Aday after the19-year-old’s hurried cre-

mation, a videohad surfacedof the sister-in-
lawchasingaUPgovernmentofficial’svehicle
inthevillage.“Ican’teatorsleep...Lookatwhat
wehavebeenputthrough.Wemightbepoor,
wemight beDalits but dowehave no right
over a lovedone?Theydidn’t even let us see
heroffpeacefully,”sheadds.
In a village wheremost lips are sealed,

where questions about thewoman are ei-
thermetwith “wohbahut bholi thi (shewas
very innocent)” or that “she is lying” — de-
pending onwho you talk to — it’s hard to
knowwhat it is tobea19-year-oldgrowing
upinaDalithomeinaUPvillage,wheremul-
tiple fault lines run intoeachother.Of caste,
gender, andcountlessothers.
Whowasthis19-year-old?Fromthefam-

ily’s accounts, she is someonewhomade the
“perfect rotis”,whoseworld revolvedaround
hernieces,who rarely left herhomeandde-
pended on her brother, awage labourer, to
bring back “ladkiyowala samaan” from the
marketforher.Yet,inthehoursafterherdeath,
aspoliticiansputouthervideosdoubtingthe
veracity of her statement, her real story, her
versionofevents,willremainunsaid.
What is confirmed, though, is a life

snatchedawayat19,andamother’s loss.
Themother says, “The last time I spoke to

herwaswhenshewasinAligarhhospital.She
toldme shemissedme, her nieces, that she
wanted to comebackhome. Evenwhen she
was in somuchpain, she inquired aboutmy
health,askedifhernieceswereeatingwell.”
Themother says shehasn'tmustered the

courage to go to the spotwhere the19-year-
old’sashesstill lie,unclaimed.“WhenIwould
complain about our struggles, poverty, she
wouldalwayssaythatthingswouldgetbetter
someday.Howcantherebebetterdayswith
hergoneatsuchayoungage...Andlikethis?”

The two-dayblockadeof theHathras villagewas liftedSaturday; (top)
siteof the19-year-old’s hurried cremation.GajendraYadav

AMILBHATNAGAR

F
OR THE past five days, an en-
tourageofmediaandpolicehave
been thronging the narrow dirt
lane leading to the 19-year-old’s

house inHathras. Fromtheverandahof a
house across this road, a fewwomen, all
relatives of the accused, peer out every
now and then to catch a glimpse of the
crowd.
Asdemandsfor justiceforthe19-year-

oldgrow,andadayafteraUPgovernment
spokesperson said polygraph and narco
testswouldbeconductedontheaccused,
thevictim’srelativesandevenpoliceoffi-
cers involved in theprobe, familiesof the
accused say theywant a fair trial.
While three of the accused, Sandeep

(20), his uncle Ravi (35), and Ramu (27)
are related, the fourth accused, Luv Kush
(19), is Sandeep’s friend. All fourmenare
Shikhawat Thakurs whose families have
been into agriculture for many genera-
tions. The farmers of the village mostly
growpaddyandbajra.
Sixmonthsago,Sandeepgotajobwith

a private company in Delhi for whomhe
had to drive a courier vehicle. His family
says that from the Rs 6,000 he earned
everymonth, Sandeep sent somemoney
home to his parents, who worked on 5
bighas of land. They say that he returned
home a few days ago after developing a
cyst onhis foot.
“On the morning of the incident

(September14),Sandeepwas lying inthe
verandah.Hisparentshadcomehomeaf-
ter giving fodder to the animals. It was a
regular day in the village,” says Hariom,
30, Sandeep’s cousin.
Thevictim’sfamilyhasallegedthatthe

19-year-oldwasassaultedandgangraped
by the four men while she was cutting
grass in the fields around 8.30 am. The
woman’s mother has said that the ac-
cused fled the spot after she raised an
alarm.
A fewmonths ago, Ramu, one of the

fouraccused,hadgota jobasadailywage
workeratamilkplant10kmfromthevil-
lage.His familysayshewouldcycle tothe
plants for twoshifts—7.30amto1.30pm,
and 4.30 pm to 8.30 pm. His family says,
Ramu,whohas studied till hisClass10, is
hardof hearing.
“Ramu was working when the inci-

dent occurred. If there is away to track a
person’s location, they will knowwhere

hewas. He came back home on his cycle
around 11.30 am,” says Rajwati, Ramu’s
mother.
A few metres away from Sandeep’s

home,Ravi’s familysaystheyhavetoldhis
four children that their father is out on
workand thathewould return soon. The
35-year-old,adaily-wagelabourer,would
line up at a chowk 2 km away every day,
hopingtogetpickedupforwork.His fam-
ily claims that on the day of the incident,
he had gone to the chowk, looking
forwork.
Luv Kush took up odd jobs to sustain

himself. Sandeep’s family says Luv Kush
isnot involvedinthecrimeandwashelp-
inghismother inanearbyfieldontheday
of the incident.
“Some people say we have connec-

tionsandthatthepoliceareprotectingus.
Wearenobody,howcanweinfluencethe
police?RamuandRavihaveprobablynot
beenoutsideofHathras theirentire lives.
People say we are from a higher caste...
We are just labourers, farmers…”, says
Sandeep’s cousinHariom.
The families saytheyarenowpinning

theirhopesonthenarco test. “If there isa
test where you can tell if a person is say-
ingthetruthornot, thenwewantnothing
more than that. Let there be a fair trial.
Hang them if they are guilty. If they are
not, let them live their life,” he adds.

‘Do narco test… Hang
them if guilty or let
them live their lives’

FAMILIESOFTHEACCUSED

THEEVENTSof the last fewdays in
Hathras—theallegedrapeandas-
saultona19-year-oldon
September14,herdeathon
September29, andahurriedcre-
mation in theearlyhoursof the
followingday—havecastanun-
favourable lighton the roleof the
UPPoliceandtheadministration
whosehandlingof recentevents,
including theVikasDubeyen-
counter,hascome in forcriticism.

Severalquestion
marks

“We are not brave.
What option dowe
have?After the govt
deprived us of the
right to carry out our
sister’s last rites,
fighting for justice
is the only thing
we can do.”

Shecannot tellherstory. Instead,hergrieving family, a tensevillage inHathras rivenbydeepfault lines,
andasordiddramabypoliceandtheadministration,havetakenover thenarrative.

SOMYALAKHANI&JIGNASASINHAreport fromherhome

New Delhi
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Hathras is
a mirror
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FROMPRIMEMinisterNarendraModito
the AgricultureMinister to the Finance
Minister to the CEO, Niti Aayog to the
BJP’s president to the BJP’s spokesper-
sons,everyoneissingingthesametune.
Their argument is that farmers were
‘tied’ to theAPMCs and, now, they have
the choice to sell outside theAPMCs.Of
course, theywillnotsupporttheirargu-
mentwithdata.
Mr NarayanaMurthy, co-founder of

Infosys, is reported tohavesaid, “InGod
we trust. For everything else bring
medata.”

THE IRREFUTABLE
DATA

Whatdoesthedatashow?Theyshow
■that86percentoffarmersaresmall

farmersandhaveaholdingof less than2
hectares;

■ that farmholdings are being frag-
mented: according to the Agriculture
Census,thenumber of farmholdings in-
creasedfrom138millionin2010-11to146
millionin2015-16;

■thatsmallfarmershavelittlesurplus
graintosell,yettheywillsellafewbagsof
paddyorwheattorepaytheloan(s)taken
orforurgenthouseholdneeds;

■ that only 6per cent of farmers sell
theirproduceintheAPMCmarketyards;
theremaining94percentselloutsidethe
APMC,mostlytolocaltradersoracooper-
ativesocietyoraprocessor;

■ that there are noAPMCs inKerala,
UTs except Chandigarh, and some
Northeastern states. Bihar repealed the
state’sAPMCActafewyearsago. Inthese
states, agriculture producemarketing
takesplaceoutsideAPMCs;

■ that the number of APMCs varies
from106inHaryanato145inPunjab(with
many sub-yards) to 283 in Tamil Nadu.
While70percentofwheatandpaddypro-
ducedinPunjabandHaryanaareprocured
bygovernmentagencies(mostlytheFCI),
thetotalturnoverofAPMCsinallagricul-
ture produce in Tamil Nadu was only
Rs129.76crorein2019-20;and

■ that, on average, a farmer in
Maharashtrahastotravel25kmtofindan
APMCyard.

REINFORCING THE
STATUS QUO

WhetherastatehasAPMCsornotand
whetheranAPMCisaccessibleordistant,
the fact is that 94per cent of the farmers
havenochoiceexcepttoselltheirproduce
outsidetheAPMCinanunregulatedenvi-
ronment. FromthePrimeMinister to the
spokespersons,nonewillexplainwhythe
farmer is portrayed as bound, hand and
foot, to an APMC and themiddlemen,
whenthe fact is that94percentof farm-
ersarenot.Hence, theargumentthat the
new farm laws give a superior choice to
thefarmer,wherenoneexistedbefore,isa
deeply flawedargumentconclusively re-

buttedbythedata.Thenewfarmlawsac-
tually reinforce the status quowith all its
imperfections.
Isupportgivingchoicestothefarmer

(FoolingAll thePeopleAll theTime, Indian
Express, September 27, 2020). I also think
that, eventually, the APMCs have to be
phasedoutbecause,althoughtheyhave
servedausefulpurposeofbeingasafety
net for a sectionof the farmers, they are
trade restrictions. For reasons that have
been documentedwell, the APMCs are
notperfectmarkets,donotserveallfarm-
ers, extract too high a rent and are, in
some cases, under the control of the
tradersandmiddlemen.
ButbeforetheAPMCsarephasedout,

the farmers must be given a genuine
choice. That choice canonly bemultiple
alternativemarkets located in thousands
oflargevillagesandsmalltowns,easilyac-
cessible to farmers, and lightly regulated
by the state governments onweight and
priceofthecommodity.Farmerscangoto
these alternativemarkets and sell, pro-
curementagenciesandprivatetraderscan
buy,butthepriceshallbenotlessthanthe
notifiedMSP.Thus,averylargeproportion
offarmers—unlikeasatpresent—willget
theMSPorabetterpricefortheirproduce.
Falsealarmsarebeingraised that if there
is a legal guaranteeofMSP, itwill require
detectingviolations, prosecutionand jail
forthousandsoftraders.Thatisnonsense.
Thelegalguaranteewillapplyforthesale
andpurchasewithin theprecincts of the
farmers’markets.

TheModi government’s new lawsdo
not create these thousandsof alternative
farmers’markets. On the contrary, by al-
lowing private traders including corpo-
ratestoconcludeprivateagreements,and
installing a convoluted andbureaucratic
disputeresolutionmechanism(totheex-
clusionofcivilcourts),thegovernmenthas
tilted the scales evenmore against the
farmers.Besides,onceprivateunregulated
tradeoutsidetheAPMCislegalised,there
willbeapowerful incentivefortradersto
de-registerthemselvesfromtheAPMC.

LET STATES LEGISLATE
Each state is unique in termsof crops

cultivated,marketable surpluses andbe-
haviour of traders. Let the states legislate
on the subject of trading in agricultural
produce.LettherebeaPunjabmodeland
lettherebeaBiharmodel.Letthestategov-
ernment,thefarmersandthepeopleofthe
statedecidewhatisbestforthatstate.That
would be true federalism. Parliament-
madelawsonasubjectthatfalls,arguably,
withintheStateListoftheConstitutionin
thevainhopeofone-size-fits-all-statesare
invariablysuspect.
Thetearinghurryinwhichordinances

werepromulgated and replacedbyActs
withoutprior consultationorproperde-
bate—andwithoutavotingbydivisionas
demanded—deserves a deeper probe.
Thetruemotiveofthegovernmentinen-
acting these controversial laws remains
underacloud.

Farm laws—not choice, just noise

From the Prime Minister to
the spokespersons, none will

explain why the farmer is
portrayed as bound, hand
and foot, to an APMC and

the middlemen, when the fact
is that 94 per cent of farmers
are not. Hence, the argument
that the new farm laws give a
superior choice to the farmer,
where none existed before, is

a deeply flawed argument.
The new farm laws actually
reinforce the status quo with

all its imperfections
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‘Didn’t let negativity in... Read up on
earlier LS sessions, Speaker rulings’

My ISOLATION

Whatprecautionsareyou taking to
stayCovid-free?
As a vaccine for Covid-19 is still not

available, takingprecautions is themost
effectiveway toprotectoneself fromin-
fection. Ihavebeenfollowingtheguide-
linesandadvisories issuedbytheUnion
government and other agencies.
Wearingmask, social distancing, clean-
ingmyhandsfrequentlyhaveallbecome
part ofmydaily routinenow.
Youmight have observedduring the

Monsoon Session of Parliament as well
that I was repeatedly requesting all
members to have their masks on at
all times.

Haveyougot yourself tested for
Covid-19?
Yes, I got myself tested before the

commencement of the Monsoon
Session.

Haveyouhad to isolate yourself?
No. I gotmyself testedonly toensure

that everybody around me is safe (in
Parliament). Iadviseeveryonetotakead-
equate steps to stay healthy and get the
Covid-19testdoneassoonassymptoms
begintoappear.Thoseaffectedmustalso
isolate themselves.

Whatkindof glovesandmaskdoyou
use?
Iusemaskswhichmeet therequired

standards. It isabituncomfortabletouse
them but they are absolutely essential
for saving lives.

While interactingwithpeopleat
work,whatprecautionsdoyou take?
I try to do most of my work on the

phoneorvirtually.However,beingarep-
resentative of people, I cannot isolate
myself completely from them.
Whenever Imeet people in Delhi ormy
parliamentaryconstituency(Kota-Bundi,
Rajasthan), Imakeitapointtoensureso-
cial distance.

Haveyouhad to stayaway from
family since theoutbreak?
Fortunately, I stay in Delhi with my

family.Having said that, peopleof Kota-
Bundi are also my family. I try and stay
in touch with them and meet them

whenever possible.
I have been in touch with my con-

stituents through teleconferencing, au-
dioconferencing, andothersuchmodes
of communication. We are going
throughdifficult times,andit isvery im-
portant to stay in touchwith thepeople
of my constituency. I consider itmy re-
sponsibility.

Doyou takeany specificprecautions
while you travel?
Duringthelockdownperiod, Ididnot

travel at all. Once the un-lock phase
started, I travelled tomy constituency. I
followed all the specified safety proto-
cols on the trip.

Howmuch timedoyouspend in
frontof a screen?
Virtualcommunicationhasdefinitely

increasedsince theCovid-19outbreak. I
have also been relying on it to carry out
my day-to-day work. So far, I have at-
tendedmore than 100 national and in-
ternationalprogrammesvirtually. Ihave
beencommunicatingwiththepeople in
my constituency and attending office
meetings online aswell.

Howdoyoukeepyourmindoff the
pandemic?
Duringthepandemic, Ihavenever let

negativitycloudmymind. Icontinuedto
work actively with a positive frame of
mind. I interacted with people, under-
took administrative work of the Lok
Sabhaandsupervisedpreparatorywork
for theMonsoonSession.
I alsowent through the proceedings

of the previous Lok Sabha sessions and
the rulings given bymy predecessors. I
like to read. Reading inspires me, fuels
my creativity and motivates me to re-
mainpositive.

What is the first thingyouwant todo
when thepandemic ispast?
I pray that the pandemic ends soon

andtheworldbecomesfree fromCovid-
19 infection.
I hope that this happens at the earli-

est so that life can return to normal and
economic, social, political and other ac-
tivities can move forward around the
world and in India too.

Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla, 57,
played a key role in conducting

the Monsoon Session of
Parliament, even as many raised
apprehensions about attending

the House in the middle of a
pandemic. He urged all MPs to
take Covid-19 tests and in the

House often asked them to keep
wearing masks. While the

Session was cut short after many
MPs tested positive for the

coronavirus, Birla said that the
Lok Sabha recorded “historic

productivity” with, on an
average, 370 MPs attending

the House daily

Illustration: Suvajit Dey

ONAusualmorningin2019,anotification
flashedonmymobile.Itwasaboutthegan-
grapeandmurderofaveterinarydoctorof
myage inHyderabad.A sudden lightning
offearrushedthroughmybodyasIwasalso
inHyderabad then.Mymother calledme
toexpressher concern. I tried to convince
her(includingmyself)thatIamsafe.
OnWednesday,Ireceivedasimilarnoti-

ficationabouttheallegedgangrapeofa19-
year-oldDalitgirlinUttarPradesh.Iwasdis-
turbedagain,butalittlelessconcerned.This
time, I didnot receive calls fromanyone. It
caughtmyattentionwhenmybrotherbrou-
ghtupthedifferentreactionsfrommyside
tothetwocasesofbrutalassaults.Iwasmore
disturbedby the first incident.Was it be-
causeIwasintheproximityoftheincidence
andthatIcouldrelatewithitpersonally?
Thereasonisnotasapparent.Itisabout

howtheissueispresentedbymainstream
mediaandhowsocietyprioritisesitsreac-
tiontorapevictimsofdifferentsocialback-
grounds.CasesofrapeagainstDalitortribal
womenareportrayedasunexceptionalby
themedia.More often, narratives of such
events tend to emphasise on the ‘gender’
aspect bydisregarding the ‘caste’ identity
ofthevictim.AccordingtoRanjanaKumari,
Director of theCentre for Social Research,
although these incidents take place on a
daily basis, there is no substantial caste-
baseddataonsexualviolenceinIndia.
Yet, thevictim’scastebecomesinevita-

ble,especiallywhenrape,sexualassaultare
amongthemostcommonformsofviolence
usedagainstmarginalised castes. Culture
writerAditiMurtiarguesthat“thevictim’s
castemattersbecause it shinesa spotlight
onIndia’suncomfortablepositionasacast-
eistStateandsocietythatrepeatedlyterro-
rises individualsdeemed lowercastewith
violence...”. Theway inwhich the19-year-
oldwascrematedbytheUPPoliceisatesti-
mony tohowcases concerningDalits are
treatedasopposedtodominantcasteones.
PsychologistNoamShpancer detailed

evolutionarypsychologicalreasonsforrape.
Menrapewomenbecausetheytendtobe
physicallystrongerbygeneticdesign;there-
fore, they rapebecause they canwith im-

punity. He further outlined five types of
rapists, inwhichopportunistic rapists are
thekindswhorapebecausetheycan,with
lowriskofpunishment.Thereisapatternof
impunityintheattacksonDalitwomen.On
theonehand,Dalitwomenareregardedas
impure,whileatthesametime,theirbod-
ies areused as amediumof rage/punish-
mentagainstthecommunity.
Everytimesuchanincidenttakesplace,

werushtoaddmoremeasurestotheexist-
inglaws.TheUntouchability(Offences)Act,
1955,waschangedtotheProtectionofCivil
Rights in1978.Due to its inability to curb
atrocities against SCs and STs, a newAct
calledtheScheduledCastesandScheduled
Tribes (PreventionofAtrocities),Act, 1989,
waspassedbyParliament. In spite of this,
UNSpecialRapporteuronMinority Issues
Rita Izsákobserved thatmassiveunderre-
portingofcasesoccursduetosociety’sten-
dencytoblamethevictim,especiallywhen
shebelongstoalowercaste.
ThelatestNCRBdatarevealsthatevery

day 10Dalitwomenare raped. These are
merelyreportedcasesandthereisaspikein
atrocitiesagainstSCs(7%)andSTs(26%).The
NationalCampaignonDalitHumanRights,
anNGO, revealed that over 23% of Dalit
womenreportbeingraped.
WhenIseeasawoman,thescopeofmy

viewtowardsrapeandalliedcrimesislim-
ited.It’smerelypsychological.However,be-
ingaDalitwoman,myunderstandingand
relationtoitgoesmuchdeeper.Attackona
Dalitwoman fromrural parts of India be-
comes an attack onmyself. Her pain be-
comes my pain. My identity as a Dalit
womanmakesmeavictimofasocialcon-
struct that encourages theuseof rapeasa
tooltopunishandsilenceDalits.
As apoet, I breakdisorganisedworlds

andletthewordssinkinmyheart.
WhoamI?/Myconsciousness/makes

mehuman/andmythoughtsbuildmyiden-
tity/until‘that’newsinthenewspaper/calls
outtotheDalitidentityinme/The‘woman’
inmeisshaken/bythewoundscreatedby
breaking the ligaments of her body/ The
casteistbeastscutouthertongue/andhere
Ifeelhelplesssilence/Myliberatingthoughts
fallapart inthatmoment/Theyaretainted
bythecageofcaste/andthehelplessnessof
myfemininity/Andhere Ikeeponasking,/
Who am I?/ An oppressed Dalit, a sup-
pressedwoman,/Orahumanwithfreewill?

PranaliYengde, firstgenerationDalit
womanjournalist, isawriterandpoet

SurajYengde,authorofCasteMatters,
curatesthefortnightly‘Dalitality’column

THECOVID-19 pandemic haswiped out
careersacrossindustries,allovertheworld.
The unpredictability of the virusmeans
economiccontractionisboundtocontinue,
and those seeking employment face bru-
talchallenges.So,whenarecruiterforme-
diacontentbemoanedthatdespitereceiv-
ing a surfeit of applications she couldn’t
zero in onmore than one candidate, her
opinion on how people should present
themselves in thepost-Covidworkworld
wasworthhearing. LavanyaMohan, a CA
whoworksatVui.aitweeted:“Ireallydon’t
needtoknowyouwere“raisedbyasingle
mom”and idgaf (Idon’t giveaF***) about
yourNetflixpreferences.Thisisajobappli-
cationnotaRoadiesaudition.”

MsMohan’s blunt assessment brings
to recall theothermillennialphrase:TMI,
baby, TMI. (TooMuch Information.) I re-
cently helped a young friend fix her CV
where she had listed her participation at
ShaheenBaghduringtheanti-CAAprotest.
Saveyourwoke-nessforFacebook,andide-
ally,noteventhat,Itoldher.Apotentialem-
ployer doesn’t care if you battled icy
Februarywinds for your political beliefs.
WhenshecomplainedIwasunnecessarily
scathing, I didwonderwhethermymid-
dle-agedpointofviewisoutdatedfora24-
year-oldapplyingforherfirstjob.Because
thethingwiththisgenerationof20-some-
thingsis,theireverymealandrelationship
status ismeticulously recorded on social
mediaanyway.Oversharingofpersonalin-
formation is so normalised, talking about
your singlemom in a CV for all I know,
mightbeperfectlyacceptable.

Itturnsoutthe(unwritten)rulesofpro-
fessionaletiquetteremainintact irrespec-
tiveofwhetherit’s1990or2020.Whileto-
day’scutthroatenvironmentmightrequire
adifferentiator thatmarksoneasunique,
referencingdifficult family situations as a
showofresiliencecomesacrossasgrossly
entitled. Firstly, mentioning your single
mompresumes that everyonewhogrew
up in twoparent homes had it perfect. A
job application is not a competition for
which person survived trauma best.
Besides,thislevelofdisclosurebeforeafirst
meeting is alarming; nobodywants to be
saddledwith a colleaguewho needs an
agonyaunt.Unless the levelof endurance
is like the girlwho tookher father pillion
on a cycle fromDelhi to Bihar during the
lockdown,besttokeepfamilystrugglesout
ofaprofessionalsetting.
Undoubtedly,beingasuccessfulsingle

parent is a terrific achievement—for the
parent, not the beneficiary. Perhaps, this
easewithwhichyoungpeopleweardam-
ageasabadgeofprideisaresultofhaving
grownup online, and communicating in
172characters.Consumingbitsofinforma-
tion fromhere and there andnever deep
diving intoanything,hasdestroyedan in-
stinct toknowwhattosay,where.Butthe
socialcontractappliestoacareerasmuch
asitdoestoapersonallife.Successisoften
knowingwhere to reveal one’s authentic
self(andwhereneverto).Theatmosphere
at themodernworkplacemaybe less hi-
erarchical andmore laissez faire but that
doesn’tmeantheoldclichedoesn’tapply,
of familiaritybreedingcontempt.
It appears though that the day is not

farwhen flaunting singlemoms and the
myriad other problems life throws at us
willbeupfordiscussionwithHRincom-

panies, judging by the oh-so-woke, but
actually very clever, PRmove by tech gi-
antZomato.Attheheightof theCovidcri-
sis,whenalmostnobodywasgoingtoan
office,theyannouncedpaidmenstruation
leaveforwomeneverymonth(andwere
laudedby the internationalpress for it). I
fail to understand how all women being
shoved into a generalised category of
needingthistimeoffcanbeseenasastep
forward. Personally, I would prefer to
shootmyselfthandiscussbodilyfunctions
withmyboss.Again,TMI.Askthewomen.
They want equal opportunities for
growth, not these insulting sops. Civility,
evenchivalry, is alwayswelcomebut the
greatest courtesy anyone can receive in
anofficeisanatmospherefreeofgender-
basedcomplications.

Thewriter isdirector,HutkayFilms.
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Who am I? An oppressed
Dalit, a suppressed woman?

IF YOU live in India you learn to accept a
degree of casual cruelty as normal. You
learntoacceptthatjustbelowthatfragile
surfaceofmodernity liesbrutality that is
medieval.But,everynowandthensome-
thing so awful happens that it shakes us
to the core. What happened in that
Hathrasvillagehasdonejustthat.Savage
rapesof littlegirlsandyoungwomenare
so much the norm, especially in rural
India, thatwelearnto looktheotherway
most times.
Lastweek,withinhoursofthe19-year-

oldwoman’s death two other Dalit girls
werekilled inUttar Pradesh.An11-year-
oldwasbeatentodeath inBhadohianda
young woman was abducted and al-
legedlyrapedinBalrampur.But,itwasthe
Hathrasvictim’sstorythatcaughtourat-
tentionperhapsbecauseshemanagedto
survive for 15 days despite her attackers
having broken her spine and cutting her
tongue. Before dying she identified the
monsters who attacked her and said
clearly that shehadbeenraped.
There is a Supreme Court judgment

that says that if a woman says she was
rapedthenthistestimonyisenough.But,
Yogi Adityanath seems to have his own
interpretation of the law, so after the
Hathras victim died his officials and his
police force went to extraordinary
lengths toprove that shewasnot raped.
Sinceshewascrematedhurriedly, in the
dead of night by the police, the only ev-
idence is her dying declaration, butwill
it be enough to convict the four upper-
caste men she named? Yogi’s law en-
forcement officers have been busy
spreadingmisleading stories, including
one in which she was beaten nearly to
death by her brother who discovered
thatshewashavinganaffairwithoneof
herattackers. If stories likethisweretrue
andthepolicehadnothing tohide there
would have been no reason for them to
prevent the media and all politicians
from entering the village in which her
family lives.
Speakingof themediaandpoliticians,

it needs to be said that neither covered
themselves in glory. The ludicrous at-
temptbytheGandhisiblingsto‘marchto
Hathras’trivialisedaterribletragedy,and
thesilence fromseniorBJPpolitical lead-
ers has beendeafening. Smriti Iraniwho
was so vocal after Nirbhaya’s death has
saidnotonewordonHathrasdespitebe-
ingtheMinister inchargeofWomenand
ChildDevelopment.
As for themedia, itwas only after she

wasdeadthattheydiscoveredthevictim.
And,whentheydid,someofmyesteemed
brethrentooktoTwittertosaythatthefuss
over her deathwas only because her at-
tackerswereHindus. In Balrampur, they
tweeted, the attackerswereMuslims so
the incidentwas being ignored. Had this
kind of rubbish come frompoliticians it
would be bad enough, but for it to come
fromjournalists is trulyshameful.
ThereasonwhytheHathrasstoryhas

shakenus sodeeply is because it has be-
comeamirror inwhichwe see the flaws
of Indian democracy, and the sight is
frightening.Weseethatthemenincharge
of enforcing the lawhavenotdiscovered
yetthattheir fundamentalduty istopro-
tect the people andnot the government.
Theydonotunderstandthisbecausenei-
ther the training of the police nor that of
the administrative service has changed
since the British left. The British set up a
systemthatwas foundedon the colonial
idea that the duty of administrators and
law enforcement officialswas to protect
thegovernment. This is exactlywhatour
officials still do.
BeforeNarendraModibecamePrime

Minister, he made many speeches in
which he talked of the need for India to
change the rules of governance and to
take a new road.Many ordinary Indians
understoodthistomeanthattheywould
no longer be ruled, but governed.Many
whom Imet onmy travels in rural India
said that they wanted officials, both
electedandunelected,torealisethatthey
shouldthinkofthemselvesastheservants
of the people and not as masters. They
saidthattheyhopedthatunderModithis
changewouldhappenbecausehewasthe
son of a ‘chaiwallah’ and not someone
whobelievedhewasborn to rule.
Hadhebroughtaboutthischange,his

handpicked Chief Minister in Uttar
Pradeshwould not have spent this past
week trying to obliterate the horror of
Hathras, he would have been standing
by the side of the Dalit family whose
daughterdiedsuchaterribledeath.Had
changehappened, thepoliceofficersand
officials who have been involved in the
sickening attempt to pretend that the
victimwas not raped would have been
sacked. If they have not been then we
have to assume that orders to prevent
the truth frombeingmade public came
from the top.
Horriblethoughthistragedyhasbeen,

if it reminds the PrimeMinister of the
need forbringing thechanges thatare so
desperatelyneeded in the trainingof the
police and our officials, it will be a small
flicker of hope. It ismore than time that
we stopped accepting that if you live in
India you have to learn to accept casual
crueltyandmedievalbrutalityasnormal.
What happened in Hathras has come as
a grotesque reminder of how important
it is for this tochange.

Dalitality
PRANALIYENGDE

INTERVIEW BY LIZ MATHEW

New Delhi
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Crude Watch
OILPOSTSSECONDWEEKLYDECLINE
New York: Oil prices fell more than 4 per cent, and posted a second
weekly decline after US President Donald Trump tested positive for
Covid-19, roiling risky assets, and as rising global crude output
threatened to overwhelm the market’s weak recovery.REUTERS

STATES INNEEDOFFUNDSASSECONDHALFOFFISCALYEARSTARTS

AANCHALMAGAZINE
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER3

WITHTHEstatesrequiringfunds
tomeet their expenditureat the
onsetof thesecondhalfof thefi-
nancialyear,pendingcompensa-
tionduestothetuneofoverRs2
lakhcroreareexpectedtobethe
contentious issue in the discus-
sionswith the Centre in the up-
coming42ndGoodsandServices
Tax(GST)Councilmeetingslated
forMonday.
While some of the 21 states

which have already agreed for
the option 1, involving borrow-
ing of Rs 97,000 crore through a
special window, have asked for
expediting of the borrowing
processandextensionofthelevy
ofcompensationcessbeyondthe
five-year transition period end-
ingJune2022,Opposition-ruled
states are still in disagreement
with the options offered by the
Centre to bridge the compensa-
tiongap.
Bihar’sDeputyChiefMinister

Sushil KumarModi ina letter to

UnionFinanceMinisterNirmala
Sitharaman on Saturday said
thattheCentreshouldactfast in
the matter and enable those
states who have listed their
choicetoborrow.“WithGSTrev-
enue turning negative and the
compensation having been de-
layed, I need not impress upon
youthefactthatallthestatesare
inurgentneedof funds.Wewill
verysoonbeenteringthesecond
halfof thecurrentfiscalyearand
allofusneedtodoalotofcatch-
ing upon the activities planned
for the current year andwhich
havebeenonholddueto lackof
sufficient funds...availability of
funds,evenif thesameareinthe
formof debts,will enable cash-
strapped states to once again
kick start the development
processwhichhascometoahalt
in the face of the ongoing pan-
demic,”hesaid.
TheCentrehadenlistedsup-

port of 21 states and Union
Territories for option1under its
borrowing plan to meet this
year’s compensation deficit.
Among the remaining 10

Opposition-ruled states, Kerala,
PunjabandChhattisgarhhaveal-
readyvoicedtheirconcernsthat
themajority view of the ruling
party at the Centre is being
adoptedasthechoiceforall,even
as these 10 states have still not
optedfortheborrowingoptions.
A renegotiation of the terms

ofthetwoborrowingoptionsof-
feredby theCentre in theprevi-
ousCouncilmeeting couldhap-
penwithseveralstates,including
thosewho have already agreed

for option 1, having conveyed
their concerns about the as-
sumptionof10percentrevenue
growthincalculationof theesti-
mates for compensation cess
shortfall and the resultant bor-
rowingamount,aseniorgovern-
mentofficial said.
The Centre’s estimates have

peggedtheGSTcompensationre-
quirementtobearoundRs3lakh
crorethisyear,whilethecesscol-
lection is expected to be around
Rs 65,000 crore— an estimated
compensationshortfallofRs2.35
lakhcrore(assuminga10percent
revenue growth over last year).
Somestateshavepointedoutthe
assumption of 10 per cent rev-
enuegrowth for calculating rev-
enue loss on account of imple-
mentationof GST could behigh,
given that gross GST revenue
growth inFY20wasonly3.8per
centascomparedwithFY19.
In the previous GST Council

meeting held on August 27, the
Centrehadproposedtwooptions
tothestates:toeitherborrowRs
97,000crore(shortfallonlyonac-
count of GST implementation)

fromaspecialwindowfacilitated
by the Reserve Bank of India or
thecompleteshortfallof Rs2.35
lakhcrore(includingRs1.38lakh
crore shortfall due to Covid-19
pandemic) fromthemarket.
Thedependenceof states on

compensation payments as a
shareof theprotectedrevenues,
or the amount they are entitled
to get as per the GST
(CompensationtoStates)Act,has
shot up to nearly 58 per cent in
April-Julyfrom24.2percentseen
in the previous financial year,
with states such as Punjab,
HimachalPradesh,Uttarakhand
and Chhattisgarh among the
worstaffected.
GST compensation to states

hasbeenpending for this finan-
cialyear,amountingtoRs1.5lakh
croretill July.Outofthispending
paymentofRs1.5lakhcrore, the
stateswith the biggest chunk of
pending payments are:
Maharashtra (Rs 22,485 crore),
Karnataka (Rs 13,763 crore),
Uttar Pradesh (Rs 11,742 crore),
Gujarat (Rs 11,563 crore) and
TamilNadu(Rs11,269crore).

BRIEFLY
RILraises
`7,350crfrom
2investors
New Delhi: Reliance
IndustriesLtdonFridayan-
nounced to raise Rs 7,350
crore fromtwo investors—
Singapore's sovereign
wealthfundGICandGlobal
alternativeassetfirmTPG—
bysellinga stake ingroup's
retailarm.

‘Oxfordvaccine
couldberolled
outin6months’
NewDelhi:Thereisgrowing
hope that the Oxford
Universityvaccinecandidate
maybegiventhegreenlight
byhealth regulators by the
endof this year tobe rolled
out for a vaccination pro-
grammeinsixmonths’time
or even less, according to a
UKmediareport.PTI

USprobeinto
Vietnam
currency
Washington/Hanoi: The
UnitedStates is openingan
investigation intowhether
Vietnamhas been under-
valuing its currency and
harmingUScommerce, the
USTradeRepresentative’sof-
fice said in a statement on
Friday.REUTERS

Lifetime
achievement
awardforTata
New Delhi: The Indo-
American Chamber of
Commerce (IACC) has pre-
sentedthelifetimeachieve-
mentawardtobusinessicon
Ratan Tata as part of its re-
cent global leadership
awards.PTI

REUTERS
WASHINGTON,OCTOBER3

HOMERENTALcompanyAirbnb
Incisaimingtoraisearound$3bil-
lion in itsupcoming initialpublic
offering(IPO),peoplefamiliarwith
thematter saidonFriday, taking
advantage of the unexpectedly
sharp recovery in itsbusiness af-
tertheCOVID-19pandemicroiled
thetravelindustry.
Airbnb will be one of the

largest andmost anticipatedUS
stock market listings of 2020
whichhas alreadybeenablock-
busteryearforIPOs,featuringthe
likesofrecordlabelWarnerMusic

Group,dataanalyticsfirmPalantir
Technologiesanddatawarehouse
companySnowflakeInc.
Airbnb said in August it had

filedconfidentiallyforanIPOwith
USregulators.Thecompany’scur-
rentplanistomakeitsfilingpub-
licly available inNovember after
theUSPresidentialelection.

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER3

INDIA AND South Africa have
asked the World Trade
Organization (WTO) to waive
certain conditions of the Trade
Related Aspects of Intellectual
Property Rights (TRIPS) agree-
ment that could impede timely
access to affordable medical
products tocombatCovid-19.
The countries on October 2

asked the TRIPS Council to rec-
ommend, “as early as possible”,
awaiver from the implementa-
tion, application and enforce-
mentof four sectionsof thesec-
ondpartof theagreement.
TheseSections—1,4,5and7

— pertain to copyright and re-
lated rights, industrial designs,
patents and the protection of
undisclosed information.
“Thewaivershouldcontinue

until widespread vaccination is
inplaceglobally, and themajor-

ityof theworld'spopulationhas
developed immunity hencewe
proposeaninitialdurationof [x]
years fromthedateof theadop-
tion of the waiver,” stated the
countries in their communica-
tion.
“As new diagnostics, thera-

peutics and vaccines for Covid-
19 are developed, there are sig-

nificant concerns, how these
willbemadeavailablepromptly,
insufficientquantitiesandataf-
fordablepricetomeetglobalde-
mand.Criticalshortagesinmed-
ical products have also put at
grave risk patients suffering
from other communicable and
non-communicable diseases,”
they said.
“There are several reports

aboutintellectualpropertyrights
hinderingorpotentiallyhinder-
ingtimelyprovisioningofafford-
ablemedicalproductstothepa-
tients. It is also reported that
someWTOmembers have car-
ried out urgent legal amend-
ments to their national patent
lawstoexpeditetheprocessofis-
suing compulsory/government
use licenses,” theyadded.
According to the two coun-

tries, many countries, “espe-
cially”developingcountries,may
face institutional and legal diffi-
culties when using flexibilities
availableintheTRIPSAgreement.

SANDEEPSINGH
&SUNNYVERMA
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER3

AWAIVERonlevyof compound
interest, or interest on interest,
onMSME andpersonal loans of
up to Rs 2 croremay come as a
major relief to borrowers, espe-
cially thosewhose loans are in
initialyearsofrepaymentastheir
interest component is amajor
chunk.Thiswouldhelpinreduc-
ing the burden on borrowers as
they require to pay on the con-
tracted rate of inter-
eston loans.
Since themora-

torium on loan re-
payments an-
nounced by the
ReserveBankofIndia
was not a waiver,
borrowers are liable
topayinterestandinterestonin-
terest on the accumulated
amount.While the central gov-
ernment has announced that it
willfootthebillforcompoundin-
terest,customersstillhavetobear
the liability of interest accumu-
lated in during the six of the
moratoriumperiod.Sourcessaid
thiswaiverisexpectedtocostthe
government around Rs 6,000-
7000 crore. This is how itmay
work:

Whathastobepaid?
The first thing that con-

sumersmust understand is the

differencebetween interest and
interest on interest. It must be
clearthatcustomerswillhaveto
pay the interest on their out-
standing loan for the period for

whichtheyoptedthe
moratorium.
So, if you had a

loan outstanding of
Rs 50 lakh for a re-
maining term of 19
years (228months)
at the beginning of
themoratoriumpe-

riodandyour interest ratewas8
percent, the interestcost for the
six-monthperiodofthemorato-
riumwouldcomeatclosetoRs2
lakh.Thiswillhavetobepaid.

Whatgetswaived?
Continuing with the above

example, bankswill not charge
interestonthisRs2lakhinterest
amountfromthecustomersand
thegovernmenthasproposedto
payit.So,thebankswouldnotbe
addingtheinterestamountofRs
2lakhtoyourprincipaloutstand-
ingofRs50lakhandwillnotcal-
culatea freshEMIat theprevail-

ing interest rate.

Sohowwillonepaythe
interestamountaccumulated
duringmoratoriumperiod?
Since,thegovernmenthasof-

feredtopaytheinterestoninter-
estcomponent,banksandhous-
ing finance companies can
simply divide the interest com-
ponent — Rs 2 lakh in this case
over 228monthly instalments.
WhichmeansyourEMImayget
increasedbyRs877permonth.

Howmuchdoyousave?
Continuingwiththeaboveex-

ample, if thebankhadaddedthe
interestcomponenttoyourprin-
cipal outstanding and charged8
percentfor228months,yourEMI
wouldhaveincreasedbyRs1,709
permonth.However, since now
there isno interest tobecharged
on that (as the government has
proposedtopayit),yourEMImay
only goupbyRs877permonth.
SoamonthlysavingofRs832for
theperiodof 228months in this
case(onaccountofwaiveronin-
terestoninterest).

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER3

MAHINDRA&Mahindra(M&M)
haslaunchedtheall-newversion
ofThar,withpricesstartingfrom
Rs9.8 lakh(ex-showroom).
Thecompanyhasintroduced

themodel in two trims AX and
LXwith both petrol and diesel
powertrainoptions.
“...theTharhasbeenapartof

Mahindra’s rich history and has
found itsway into the hearts of
many as an object of desire,”
M&MMDPawanGoenkasaid.

Govt waiver on levy of
compound interest: How
does it affect your EMIs?

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER3

COMMERCE AND Industry
MinisterPiyushGoyalonSaturday
saidquality, technologyandscale
ofproductionwillhelpIndiatake
itsannualexportsto$1trillionand
notgovernmentsubsidies.
Heexhortedexportersandthe

industryasawholetotarget$1tril-
lionworthofshipments.
"Whycan'tweaimfor$1tril-

lion exports from India.Wecer-
tainly can. I seeno reason, (why)
wecannot.Forthatweneedtobe
clear on actionable items (and)
subsidiesarenevergoingtogetus
there, I amveryvery clear about

that,"hesaid.
"Atleast inmysixyearsofen-

gagement,Ihavenotfoundsubsi-
dies tobe the solution for India's
problems.Ithinkit'squality,tech-

nology, growth, scale; andsome-
times for a shortperiodyoumay
needtogivea little thrustor sup-
port.Butiftheyarelookingatliter-
ally runninga long termengage-

mentwith theworldonsubsidy,
itisnotgoingtowork,"hesaid.
Theministerwas speakingat

awebinaronstrategies forallevi-
atingpolicyconstraintsforexports
inselectsectors.Hesaidthereisa
needtoidentifyareaswheresen-
siblepoliciescanhelptakeexports
to$1trillion.
Theminister also released a

study—DomesticConstraintsfor
Exports in Select Sectors - pub-
lishedbytheExport-ImportBank
ofIndia.
Indicatorslikepositivegrowth

in the country's exports in
September and increase inGST
collections show that Indiawill
bounceback tohighgrowth lev-
els,hesaid.

Mahindra
launches
new Thar

Forex reserves fall
$3 billion from record
high to $542 billion
ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER3

AFTERTOUCHINGalifetimehigh
inthepreviousweek,thecountry’s
foreign exchange reserves de-
clinedby$3.017billionto$542.021
billion in the week ended
September25,RBIdatashowedon
Friday. In the week ended
September18,thereserveshadin-
creased by $3.378 billion to a
record$545.038billion.
Duringthereportingweek,the

decline in the forex kitty was
mainlyduetoafall inforeigncur-
rencyassets(FCAs),amajorcom-

ponentoftheoverallreserves.
FCAsdecreasedby$1.523bil-

lionto$499.941billion,thecentral
bankdatashowed.
Expressedindollarterms,the

foreigncurrencyassetsincludethe
effectofappreciationordeprecia-
tionofnon-USunitsliketheeuro,
poundandyenheldintheforeign
exchangereserves.
Gold reservesweredownby

$1.441 billion in the reporting
week to $35.999billion, theRBI
datashowed.
The special drawing rights

with the InternationalMonetary
Fund(IMF)dippedby$10million
to$1.472billion.WITHPTI

If youhadaloanoutstandingofRs50lakhfora
remainingtermof19years (228months)at the
beginningof themoratoriumperiodandyour
interestratewas8percent, the interestcost for
thesix-monthperiodof themoratoriumwould
comeatclosetoRs2 lakh.Thiswillhavetobepaid

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER3

THE ECONOMY is gaining "en-
couragingmomentum"after the
phased relaxation of lockdown,
withSeptemberhavingexhibited
“credible signs” of economic
growth towards normalcy, the
FinanceMinistrysaidSaturday.To
minimise Covid-19’s impact on
theeconomyandpeople’s liveli-
hoods,theFinanceMinisterisnot
aversetotakinganyfurthermeas-
urestoamelioratethesufferingof
people,itsaid.
Toboost therecoveryprocess

of theeconomy, thegovernment
hastakeneverypossiblemeasure
toaddress theconcernsof all the
stakeholders during the last six
monthsof Covid-19 crisis,while
pushing the fiscal stimulus and
packagesandhasprogressivelyex-
tendedhelponboththedemand
andsupplysidetobringtheecon-
omybackontrack.
“Earnest effortsmadeby the

government in the last few
months during the coronavirus
periodhavenowstartedshowing
green shoots and themonth of
Septemberhasexhibitedcredible
signsofeconomicgrowthtowards
normalcy...tominimiseCovid-19’s
impactontheeconomyandpeo-
ple’s livelihood, theGovernment
isopen toall possibilities and the
FinanceMinister is not averse to
taking any furthermeasures to
ameliorate suffering of people.
Ministryhas takenproactiveand
promptactionboth inpolicyand
in implementation to serve the
peopleinaholisticmanner,espe-
ciallyproviding support to those

who need it the most," the
Ministrysaidinastatement.
Citingdata for thepick-up in

business activities, theMinistry
saidGSTcollectionsrose4percent
toRs95,480crore in September,
whilerailfreightrevenueearnings
wereupby13.5per cent, power
consumptionupby4.2per cent,
and rising tractor sales, healthy
monsoonsandothergrowthindi-
catorslikePMImanufacturing,the
indexof eight core industries, e-
waybills, exports, kharif sowing,
cargo traffic andpassengervehi-
clesales,etc.,areshowingcredible
upward movement. “All this
makestheministryconfidentthat
itseffortstomitigatetheimpactof
Covid-19areontherighttrackto-
wardsfasterrecoveryofeconomy
tonormalcy,”theMinistrystated.
The government has effec-

tively implemented twomajor
stimuluspackages—thePradhan
Mantri Garib Kalyan Package
(PMGKP)withoutdelaypostlock-
downonMarch16,2020,andthe
Aatmnirbhar Bharat Package
(ANBP)ofRs20lakhcroreonMay
12, 2020,whichwasa “judicious
mix”of fiscal andmonetarypoli-
cies tomitigate thenegative im-
pactofCovid-19,itsaid.

‘September showing
signs of growth
towards normalcy’

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,OCTOBER3

THE SECURITIES and Exchange
Boardof India (Sebi) hasbanned
six persons—Santosh B Singh,
Adil Gulam Suthar, Virendra
PratapSingh,NehaVirendraSingh,
GulammohammedGulamabbas
ShaikhandMohammedidrishA
Shaikh—fromthesecuritiesmar-
ket till furtherdirections inacase
involving ‘front running’ in the
IndiaInfolinegroup(IIFLgroup).
The sixentities arepermitted

tosettlethepay-inandpay-outob-
ligationsinrespectoftransactions
whichhavetakenplacebeforethe
closeoftradingonthedateofthis
order,Sebi said inanorder. It also
directed for impounding of the
bankaccountsoftheentitiestothe
extentofamountmentionedand
deposit the proceeds from the
front running trades. Front-run-
ning is trading in a stock or any
other financial asset by abroker
whohasinsideknowledgeofafu-
turetransactionthatisabouttoaf-
fectitspricesubstantially.

“Earnesteffortsmadeby
thegovernmentinthelast
fewmonthsduringthe
coronavirusperiodhave
nowstartedshowinggreen
shootsandthemonthof
Septemberhasexhibited
crediblesignsofeconomic
growthtowardsnormalcy”

FINANCEMINISTRY

■ IndiaandSouth
AfricaonOctober2
askedtheTradeRelated
Aspectsof Intellectual
PropertyRightsCouncil
torecommend,"as
earlyaspossible",a
waiverfromthe
implementation,
applicationand
enforcementof four
sectionsof thesecond
partof theagreement.

THEDEMANDS

India, South Africa ask WTO to waive
off patents, IPs for faster Covid-19 care

■Airbnbwillbeoneof
thelargestandmost
anticipatedUSstock
marketlistingsof2020.

AMONG LARGEST
LISTINGSOF2020

Betting on post-Covid
rebound, Airbnb targets
$3 billion raise in IPO

COMMERCEMINISTER
PiyushGoyal said in
sixyears,hehadnot found
subsidies tobethesolution
for India'sproblems.For
a longtermengagement
withtheworldonsubsidy,
it isnotgoingtowork,
headded.

‘SUBSIDIESNOT THESOLUTION’

Quality, scale to help take exports
to $1 tn, not subsidies, says Goyal

■Thedependenceof
statesoncompensation
paymentsasashareof
theprotectedrevenues,
ortheamounttheyare
entitledtogetasperthe
GST(Compensationto
States)Act,hasshotup
tonearly58percentin
April-Julyfrom24.2per
centseenintheprevious
financialyear.

RISING DEPENDENCE

Pendingcompensationdues tobea
thorny issueatGSTmeet tomorrow

TACKLING COVID IMPACT

‘EM central bank easing runs out
of steam after 20months of cuts’
Central banks in developing countries have cut rates for
20 straightmonths, though the pace of reductions
continued to slow in September, as per a Reuters report

4netcutsinSeptember—the
lowestnumberofreductionssince
June2019

7netcutsinAugust
WHYISTHISIMPORTANT?
Interestratechangeshavelarge
impactsonconsumerbehaviourand
thelevelofconsumptionan
economycanexpect.Thisisbecause
higherratestranslatetolarger
borrowingandfinancingcosts.

INTERESTRATEHIKES:Turkey
raisedbenchmarkratessince
Czechpolicymakersspranginto
actioninFebruary.Hungary’s

centralbankalsounexpectedly
raisedtheinterestrateonitsone-
weekdeposittoo

SHIFTINGSTANCE:Araftof
recentmonetarypolicydecisions–
inBrazil,SouthAfricaandRussia–
suggestemergingmarket(EM)
centralbanksarebynomeansas
keenastheyusedtobetocutrates

EMCENTRAL BANKSKEEP CUTTING RATES
End-of-month policy rate balance between central banks
raising interest rates and those cutting. Anegative
reading indicatesmore cuts than raises and vice versa.

Note:Centralbanksofthefollowing37economiesare included:Azerbaijan,
Belarus,Brazil,Bulgaria,Chile,Chinaex-HongKongandMacau,Colombia,
CostaRica,CzechRepublic,Egypt,Georgia,Hungary, India, Indonesia, Iraq,
IvoryCoast,Jordan,Malaysia,Mexico,Morocco,Namibia,Nigeria,Pakistan,
Peru,Philippines,Poland,Qatar,Romania,Russia,Serbia,SouthAfrica,South
Korea,SriLanka,Taiwan,Thailand,Turkey,andUkraine
Source:Reuters calculationsviaRefinitivDatastream
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USA

Radishseeds,
meats,cheeses
launchedtoISS
A SPACE station cargo
ship rocketed into orbit
Fridaycarryinga360-de-
gree camera for space-
walking, radish seeds for
growing and a smorgas-
bord of fancymeats and
cheeses for feasting.
Northrop Grumman
launched its capsule to
the International Space
Station (ISS) from the
Virginiacoast.The3,600-
kgshipmentshouldreach
the space station
Monday. Stashed aboard
theCygnuscapsule:pres-
surised air tanks to help
offsetavexing leakat the
space station, a new $23
million titanium toilet
custom fit for women,
andavirtual realitycam-
era to provide cinematic
views of spacewalks and
otheroutdoor shots.AP

NorthrupGrumman’s
Antaresrocket liftsoff

TOPOFTHE
WORLD

AFGHANISTAN

Bombblast in
easternAfghan
provincekills15
ATTACKERSSEToffatruck
bomb in Afghanistan’s
eastern Nangarhar
province on Saturday,
killing at least 15 people
andwoundingdozens,ac-
cording toprovincial offi-
cials,asviolencecontinues
inthewar-tornnationde-
spite peace talks taking
place in Qatar. Attaullah
Khugyani, a spokesman
for theprovincial govern-
ment, said thenumberof
casualties,most ofwhom
were civilians, could rise
andthatdozensofpeople
were also injured by the
blastinGhaniKheldistrict.
Obaidullah Shinwari, the
Nangarhar provincial
council’smember,said52
peoplewereinjuredinthe
blast.REUTERS

THECAUCASUS

Armeniasaysit
isreadytowork
forceasefire
ARMENIASAIDonFriday
it would work with
Russia, theUSandFrance
onrenewingaceasefirein
Nagorno-Karabakhasthe
death toll rose on the
sixthdayof fightingover
thebreakawayenclavein
the South Caucasus.
Azerbaijan, which is
fightingethnicArmenian
forces in Nagorno-
Karabakh, has not re-
sponded to a call for a
ceasefire by the three
countries. Azerbaijan
President Ilham Aliyev
ruled out talks with
Armeniaovertheissueon
Tuesday.REUTERS

THE 17-YEAR-OLD WAS AMONG 17 KILLED IN 2018 MASSACRE AT MARJORY STONEMAN DOUGLAS HIGH SCHOOL IN FLORIDA

Parents of teen who died in school shooting create AI video of son to spur voters
KELLIKENNEDY
FORTLAUDERDALE,
OCTOBER3

WEARINGHISsignaturehoodie
andbeanie, an earbudcasually
hanging fromoneear,passion-
ate Parkland teen Joaquin
Oliver urges his peers to vote
for lawmakers who will end
gunviolence inanewvideore-
leased Friday. Next month’s
election would have been his
first chance to vote.
The 17-year-old’s manner-

isms and vernacular “yo, it’s

me”areshockingly life like,but
it is just a mirage — a realistic,
almost eerie artificial intelli-
gence re-creation of the teen
whowasamongthe17killed in
the 2018 Valentine’s Daymas-
sacre at Marjory Stoneman
DouglasHighSchool inFlorida,
the worst school shooting in
history.
From the grave, the teen is

now begging his peers to cast
thevote thathewillnevercast.
“I’ve been gone for two

years and nothing’s changed,
bro. People are still getting
killed by guns,” he implores in

the video created by his par-
ents’ charity to end gun vio-
lence. “You’vegot toreplacemy
vote.”
After their son’s death,

Manuel and Patricia Oliver
founded the organization
Change The Ref to empower
youngpeople tomakechanges
through education and ac-
tivism on a variety of issues,
most notably gun violence.
Theyhelped craft every de-

tail of the video, from their
son’swardrobe tohismanner-
isms and what he would say,
relying on his Twitter account

and other musings to help
guide them.
“It’s something where you

justput thedots together if you
seehisposts, thewayhethinks,
he was still thinking, the way
he was expressing his frustra-
tionaboutsituations,”hismom
said in a phone interview
Friday.
The teen, affectionately

knownasGuac,wasaffectedby
racismat a young age andpro-
tective of his Hispanic immi-
grantparents.Whenhewas12-
years-old he wrote a letter to
gunmakers asking why they

didn’t support universal back-
ground checks.
“We are letting Joaquin

grow into his ideas ... and how
he will be reacting to things
that are happening today,” his
father said.
“We know our son so well

and we knew exactly what he
wanted from life.”
The lifelike image is also

painful to watch for the griev-
ing parents.
“I couldn’t even breathe

well,” his mother said of the
first timeshesawthevideo. “Of
course we know that is not

Joaquin, but they did such an
amazing jobwith the technol-
ogy that you can’t say, ‘Oh my
God, how I wish that could be
thereal Joaquinthere talkingto
everybody.’”
ForManuel Oliver, he’s har-

nessed that pain to create
change. The artist has traveled
thecountryonJoaquin’sbehalf,
painting a mural on his son’s
birthday outside the National
RifleAssociation’sheadquarters
and leading a rally at the head-
quarters of Smith&Wesson.
“I wouldn’t describe this as

painful but as powerful.”AP

Thiscomputer-generated image, takenfromvideocreated
throughartificial intelligence, showsadepictionof Joaquin
Oliver, a teenagerkilled intheParklandschoolmassacre.AP

NYT&AP
BETHESDA,OCTOBER3

USPRESIDENTDonaldTrump’svi-
tal signs on Saturdaywere con-
cerningasdoctorsmountedanag-
gressiveefforttotreathimandhe
was not out of danger, a person
closetothesituationtoldTheNew
YorkTimes,evenasthecoronavirus
infectedaneverwidening swath
ofthePresident’saidesandallies.
While Dr Sean Conley, the

WhiteHousephysician, told re-
porters that Trumpwas “doing
verywell”afteranightatWalter
ReedNationalMilitaryMedical
Center, they refused to provide
critical details and left open the
impression that the President
wasknown tobe sick adayear-
lier thanpreviously reported.
Shortlyaftertheupbeatbrief-

ingbythedoctors,apersonfamil-
iarwiththePresident’shealth,on
theconditionofanonymity,gave
amore sober assessment. “The
President’svitalsover the last24
hourswereveryconcerningand
thenext48hourswill be critical
in termsof his care,” this person
said. “We’re still not on a clear
pathtoafull recovery.”
TwopeopleclosetotheWhite

HousetoldNYTthatthePresident
had troublebreathingonFriday,
promptinghisdoctorstogivehim
supplementaloxygenwhileatthe
WhiteHouseanddecidetotrans-
ferhimtoWalterReed.
Talking to reporters, Conley,

thePresident’sdoctor, seemedto
suggestthatTrumpwasfirstdiag-
nosed with the virus on
WednesdayratherthanThursday
nightwhenTrumpdisclosedthat
hehadtestedpositiveonTwitter.
Whiledescribingwhathesaidwas
thePresident’s progress, he said
Trumpwas“just72hoursintothe
diagnosis now,” which would
meanmiddayonWednesday.
Meanwhile,someofTrump’s

closeallieswhocameincontact
with him in recent days tested
positive for the virus. Attention
focused in particular on last
Saturday’sWhite House event
introducing Trump’s Supreme
Courtnominee,with several at-
tendees announcing they had
testedpositive for thevirus.
Among them: formerWhite

House counsellor Kellyanne
Conway, the president of the
UniversityofNotreDame,andat
least twoRepublican lawmakers
—SenatorMike Lee andSenator
ThomTillis.Thoughtheceremony
announcing Judge Amy Coney
Barrett’s nominationwas held
outdoors,attendeessatcloselyto-
getherandfewworemasks.Some
alsomingledatasmallereventin-
sidetheWhiteHouse.
Alsotestingpositive:Trump’s

campaignmanager Bill Stepien.
Stepien had joined Trump at
Tuesday’s presidential debate.
Chris Christie, the former gover-
norofNewJerseywhoforseveral
daysthisweekhelpedTrumppre-
pare for the debate, also tested
positiveforthecoronavirus.

KATIEGLUECK,THOMAS
KAPLAN&SYDNEYEMBER
OCTOBER3

JOEBIDENtestednegativeforthe
coronavirusandpressedonwith
in-personcampaigningFridayas
PresidentDonaldTrump’shospi-
talisationwith the virus seismi-
cally altered the race and threw
thegovernmentintoupheaval.
Biden flew on Friday after-

noontoGrandRapids,Michigan,
where he delivered remarks
abouttheeconomyandempha-
sised the dangers of the pan-
demic. He cast his opponent’s
positive test as a vivid illustra-
tionof thepublichealthrisksat
play but offered Trumpwishes
for a speedy recovery. His cam-
paign alsomoved to takedown
negative ads.
“This is not amatter of poli-

tics,” said Biden, who revealed
that he had been tested twice

Friday.“It’sabracingreminderto
allofusthatwehavetotakethis
virus seriously. It’s not going
awayautomatically.Wehave to
doourpart tobe responsible.”
Bidencampaignofficialsand

alliessaidFridaytheDemocratic
nominee planned to continue
in-persontravel,althoughBiden
acknowledgedcancellinganad-
ditionalstoplaterFriday.“Based
onthecrowdsizeandanindoor
— itwas concluded by the docs
thatbestnot todo it,”hesaid.
Bidenhadrefrainedfromhold-

ing in-personevents formonths
asthenationstruggledtoconfront
thevirus.Hehadonly recently—
andcautiously—begun to cam-
paignon thegroundconsistently
inkeybattlegroundstates.
Biden’swife, Jill Biden, cam-

paigned Friday in New
Hampshireandhadseveralstops
slatedforSaturdayinMinnesota.
DemocratsencouragedBiden

tocontinueonthecampaigntrail.
“This is not a hiatus of the

campaign,” said Senator Tim
Kaine of Virginia. “We’re in the
closing stretch of the campaign
and they’ve got to be aggres-
sivelycampaigning.”
JimWertz, the Democratic

chairman in Erie County,
Pennsylvania,saidBidenshould
continue holding in-person
events. “The Democratic Party
andtheBidencampaignhaveal-
ways taken Covid precautions
seriouslyandwillcontinuetodo
so,”Wertz said.NYT

REUTERS&AP
OCTOBER3

THEWHITEHouse has said US
President Donald Trump was
givenanexperimentaltreatment
designed to combat the coron-
avirus aswell as a small array of
treatments includingaspirin.
Trump,74, isconsideredvul-

nerable to developing severe
Covid-19 due to his gender, age
andweight,healthexperts said.

Experimental drug
One of themost anticipated

classes of experimental Covid-
19drugsismonoclonalantibod-
ies:manufacturedcopiesof hu-
manantibodiestothevirus.The
injectedantibodiesaredesigned
tobeginfightingthevirusimme-
diatelyandarebeingdeveloped
topreventandtreatCovid-19.
The technique is already in

wideusefortreatingarangeofill-
nesses,butdatasofarislimitedfor
Covid-19antibodies.Trumpistak-
ing an antibody cocktail being
tested by Regeneron
Pharmaceuticals,whichhas re-
ported improved symptoms in
non-hospitalisedCovidpatients.

Other treatment
Trump’sdoctorsaidthepres-

identistakingseveralmedicines,
including:
■Remdesivir, an antiviral drug
shown to help some Covid-19
patients recover faster.
■ VitaminD andmineral zinc,
bothofwhichare takenbysome
asimmunesystemboosters.
■ Heartburn drug famotidine,
whichisbeinglookedintoasapo-
tentialtreatmentforCovid-19.
■Melatonin,takenasasleepaid.
■Aspirin,afeverreducer.

IVANNECHEPURENKO
MOSCOW,OCTOBER3

ARUSSIANjournalistwhoedited
an independent newswebsite
died Friday, setting herself afire
infrontofpoliceheadquartersin
the city of Nizhny Novgorod, a
day after investigators had
searchedherhomethere.
Just before her self-immola-

tion,IrinaSlavina,47,founderand
editorof KozaPress, a localnews
site,postedamessageonFacebook
saying: “I ask you to blame the
RussianFederationformydeath.”
Koza Press confirmed her

death. The local branch of the
InvestigativeCommittee,Russia’s
equivalent of the FBI, said in a
statementthattheallegationthat
herdeathhadanythingtodowith
the searchof her apartmentwas
“groundless”.Thestatementsaid
thesearchhadbeenconductedas
part of a criminal case inwhich
Slavinawasconsideredawitness.
Slavina said on Facebook on

Thursdaythatearlyinthemorn-
ing 12 people, includingmem-
bers of a special police unit, had
conductedasearchof herapart-
ment.TheFacebookpostsaidlaw
enforcement agents had been
looking for “brochures, leaflets,
accounts” fromOpenRussia, an
oppositionorganisation.
Beforethesearch,Slavinahad

been continuously pressuredby
localauthorities.Shewasfinedfor
takingpartinoppositiondemon-
strationsinNizhnyNovgorodand
formentioningOpenRussiainher
Facebookposts. “I lost jobs three
times because I can say that I
pokedmynose too far,” she said
in an interview in September of
lastyear.NYT

PRAVEENMENON
WELLINGTON,OCTOBER3

EARLY VOTING began in New
Zealand on Friday with Prime
Minister and Labour Party
leader Jacinda Ardern seen se-
curingasecondterminofficeon
the back of her success in han-
dlingthecoronaviruspandemic
andother crises.
Voters can head to the polls

withabout450advancepolling
stationsopenedacrossthecoun-
tryinthelead-uptoelectionday
onOctober17.
The election commission

saidadvancevotinghasbecome
steadily more popular. It ac-
counted for 47% of all votes in
2017andcouldreachasmuchas
60%this timeround.
InaFacebookmessage,Ardern

saidshevotedearlyonSaturday.
NewZealandersarealsovot-

ingon twoother issues— legal-
ising recreational cannabis and
euthanasia — topics that have
split opinions in thecountry.
A recent poll suggested

Ardern’sLabourPartymightneed
acoalitionpartnertoformagov-
ernment as her rival National
PartyleaderJudithCollinsisclaw-
ingbacksupport.REUTERS

ASSOCIATEDPRESS
JUBA,OCTOBER3

SUDAN’S TRANSITIONAL au-
thorities and a rebel alliance on
Saturday signed a peace deal
thatwas initiated inAugustand
aims to put an end to the coun-
try’sdecades-longcivilwars.
“Thenextbiggestchallengeis

toworkwithalllocalandinterna-
tional partners to preach the
agreement and its benefits,”
PrimeMinisterAbdallaHamdok
tweetedonFridayuponhisarrival
atJuba,thecapitalofSouthSudan.
Reaching anegotiated settle-

mentwith rebels in Sudan’s far-
flungprovinceshasbeenacrucial
goal for the transitional govern-
ment,whichassumedpoweraf-
terapopularuprisingledthemil-
itary to overthrow President
Omaral-BashirinApril2019.
Sudanese civilian leaders

hopethedealwillallowthemto
revive the country’s battered
economy by slashing military
spending,whichtakesupmuch

of thenationalbudget.
Saturday’s signing in Juba

sealedthepeacedealbetweenthe
Sudanese government and the
Sudan Revolutionary Front, a
coalitionofseveralarmedgroups.

RACE FOR
THEWHITE

HOUSE

CAMPAIGNMANAGER,SENATORS,ADVISERSAMONGTRUMPCONTACTSTOCATCHVIRUS

Trump’shealth raisesconcernsdespite
hisdoctor’sword thathe’sdoingwell
Personfamiliarwithsituationsays
next48hourscrucial forPresident

TrumparrivesatWalterReedNationalMilitaryMedicalCenter,inBethesda,Maryland,Friday.AP

Biden’s campaign scrambles to
adjust to new uncertainty in race

Experimental
drug part of
treatment plan
for President

Blaming govt,
journalist sets
self on fire and
dies in Russia

JacindaArdern

Advance voting
begins in New
Zealand election

NEW FLOOD BARRIER KEEPS VENICE DRY
Along-delayedfloodbarriersuccessfullyprotectedVenicefromahightideforthefirsttimeon
Saturday,bringingreliefandsmilestothelagooncityfollowingyearsofrepeatedinundations.
“Today,everythingisdry.Westoppedthesea,”citymayorLuigiBrugnarosaid.Thenetworkof
78brightyellowbarriersthatguardtheentrancetothedelicateVenetianlagoonliftedfrom
theseabedasthetide,drivenbystrongwindsandrain,startedtoclimb.Reuters

THEDEALaimedatending
decades-longcivilwars isthe
latest inanumberof recent
effort tobringstabilityto
Sudan.Amassuprisinglast
year ledtotheousterof long-
timeauthoritarianruler
Omaral-Bashir.Atransitional
governmentrunbyboth
politiciansandmilitaryoffi-
cialshavepromisedfreeelec-
tionsby2022,andsoughtto
rebuildtieswiththeWest.
Thenewrulersalsosaidthey
wouldseparatereligionfrom
state,ending30yearsof rule
underIslamiclaw.

Lateststep
towards
stabilityE●EX
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Sudan, rebel leaders
seal peace deal in
effort to end wars

SENATEREPUBLICANShave
cancelledlegislativeworkun-
til October 19 as the coron-
avirus sweeps through their
ranksandlawmakersincreas-
ingly call for comprehensive
testing on Capitol Hill. But
SenateMajorityLeaderMitch
McConnellsaidinastatement
Saturday that confirmation
hearings for SupremeCourt
nomineeAmyConeyBarrett
are still on. Just since Friday,
Senators Thom Tillis, Mike
Lee and Ron Johnson an-
nounced that they have
testedpositive.AP

U.S.SENATECANCELS
WORKASVIRUSSPREADS

Nepal PM’s 3 key advisers contract Covid
SHIRISHBPRADHAN
KATHMANDU,OCTOBER3

NEPAL PRIME Minister K P
SharmaOli’schiefadviserandhis
other twoaides have contracted
coronavirusthathasclaimed528
lives and infected over 84,500

peopleinthecountry.
During the tests conducted

on Friday, Oli’s chief adviser
Bishnu Rimal, press adviser
Surya Thapa, and foreign affairs
adviser Rajan Bhattarai tested
positive forCovid-19.
The key advisers confirmed

the development through their

socialmediaaccounts.
Posting on Twitter and

Facebook, they requested all
thosewhocameintheircontact
tobecautions.
Nepal’sCovid-19tallyjumped

to 84,570 on Saturday as 2,120
newcoronavirus caseswerede-
tectedinthecountry.PTI

Pak court orders
regulator to stop
media coverage
of highway rape

MZULQERNAIN
LAHORE,OCTOBER3

APAKISTANIcourthasorderedthe
country’smedia regulatorybody
tostopcoveringtheallegedgang-
rapeofawomanonahighwaylast
monthfollowingarequestbythe
police that accused themediaof
creatinga“hindrance”inthearrest
of the prime suspect due to its
“recklesscoverage”.
ThePakistani-Frenchwoman

wasallegedlygang-rapedbytwo
men in front of her children at
the Lahore-Sialkot motorway
lastmonth, triggering country-
wide outrage. One suspect has
been arrested, while prime ac-
cusedAbidMalhi is still at large.
TheAnti-TerrorismCourt on

Friday ordered the Pakistan
Electronic Media Regulatory
Authority to refrain fromairing
any content about the highway
gang-rapeincidentontherequest
of Lahorepolice inwhich it took
plea that they failed toarrest the
prime suspect because of “reck-
lessmediacoverage”.PTI
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Living History
An Indian Express collaboration with Rashtrapati Bhavan

Ajay Singh

IF THERE is onemonument that epitomises
modern Indian history, it is the Rashtrapati
Bhavan.Ithasbeenwitnesstothehighnoonof
colonialism,negotiationsofapainfulPartition,
the dawn of Independence, and countless
eventsthathaveshapedtherepublicsince.
Asasymboloftheseatofpower,itsmajesty

is overwhelming. A report published in The
Daily Telegraph of LondononDecember 12,
1928, said that thepalace that LordandLady
Irwinwouldoccupycontains“340rooms,227
columns, 35 loggias, 37 fountains, 14 lifts, 45
lacbricks,14laccubicfeetofstone,7,500tons
ofcementand1,350tonsof ironandsteel”.Its
architecture,thoughEuropeaninconcept,was
executedpredominantlywith Indianmotifs
andcraftsmanship.Spreadover330-oddacres,
it is also called a “geometrical extravaganza”
because of chief architect Edwin Landseer
Lutyens’sfascinationwithamathematicalbal-
anceinarchitecture.Thisiswhyitisboundby
adistinctthreadofsoundlogic.
While the grandeur of the Rashtrapati

Bhavanisoftenassumedtobeoutofbounds,
President RamNathKovind inhis addresses
hasoftenextendedaninvitationtopeopleto
visitthemonument,wherehisownresidence
isconfinedtoaportionoftheestate.“Itisyour
place”hasbeenhisrefrain.
Over the years, historians and architects

have done their part in familiarising people
withtheplace.Yet,therearemanystoriesthat
have remained confinedwithin these sand-
stonewalls.Thosewhohaveworkedwiththe
President’sSecretariatforyearshavelivedand
jostledwith these stories. That sense of his-
tory is quite palpable, be it the cabinet room
whereeverydetailofPartitionwasdiscussed,
theDurbarHall, theAshokaHall and the ar-
rayofplacesacrosstheestate.
Forthefirsttime, long-timestaffersshare

behind-the-scenes anecdotes of the
Rashtrapati Bhavan. The Indian Express has
partneredwith thePresident’s Secretariat to
launchthisseriesasaplatformforthestories
of thissplendidbuilding.

AjaySingh ispresssecretary,
Presidentof India,RashtrapatiBhavan

The Power and the Glory
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FILMS

Bend it like Women
Filmmaker Alankrita Shrivastava and actor-

director Konkona Sen Sharma on the allure of
stories about the complex inner lives of women

SPOTLIGHT

Gandhi in 2020
In this year of churn, artists reimagine
the Mahatma
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Praveen Siddharth

ONEOFthepopularexhibitsin
the Rashtrapati Bhavan
Museumisaninteractiveex-
perience called ‘Walkwith
theMahatma’. Visitors see
themselves projected on a

screenwalking alongsideMahatmaGandhi
acrosstheforecourtoftheRashtrapatiBhavan.
It is an instant favouritewith thosewhode-
lightattheexperienceoffeelingpartofhistory.
ButdidtheMahatmareallyvisitRashtra-

patiBhavan?Thisquestionledmetoporeover
someoldrecords.Technically,ofcourse,hedid
not, since thismagnificent building became
the Rashtrapati Bhavan only in the 1950s.
Before that it was the ‘Viceroy House’ and
‘GovernmentHouse’.Ifweleavethesemantics
asidethough, thingsbecomeinteresting.
Constructionof theViceroyHousebegan

in1912andwascompleteonlyby1929.Lord
Irwin became its first resident sometime in
February1931andoneof theearlyvisitorsto
the Viceroy House was, in fact, Mahatma
Gandhi.OnFebruary17,1931,heheldthefirst
of his famous meetings with Lord Irwin.
Having just been jailed for theDandiMarch
and Salt Satyagraha, he is famously said to
havecarriedhisownsaltinapacketandused
ittomixinhisnimbupani.GandhimetIrwin
eight timesuntilMarch5, 1931, leadingulti-
mately to theGandhi-Irwin pact. Images of
themodestly-cladGandhi at the grandnew
ViceroyHouserankledseveralimportantpeo-
ple in London.WinstonChurchill, during an
address to the Council of theWest Essex
Unionist Association on February 23, 1931,
lamented,“Itisalarmingandalsonauseating
to seeMrGandhi, an Inner Temple lawyer,
nowbecome a seditious fakir of a typewell
knownintheEast,stridinghalf-nakedupthe
steps of theViceregal Palace,while he is still
organisingandconductingadefiantcampaign
ofcivildisobedience,toparleyonequalterms
withtherepresentativeoftheKing-Emperor.”
Ironically, today, just outside thewalls of

theRashtrapatiBhavan, thesaltmarchis im-
mortalisedinbronzeinasculpturepopularly
knownasGyarahMurtibytheeminentsculp-
torDeviPrasadRoyChoudhary(1899-1975).
The other prominent visit of Gandhi oc-

curredonOctober12,1939.WorldWarIIhad
brokenout. AlongwithRajendra Prasad and
Muhammad Ali Jinnah, Gandhi met the
viceroyLordLinlithgowabouttheIndianpar-
ticipationintheBritishwareffort.Themeet-
ingwasn’tsuccessfulandLinlithgowinastate-
mentonOctober17refusedtocommittothe
demands for independence in return for

India’s support in thewar. Commenting on
thisepisode,Gandhiremarked,“Wehadgone
toaskforbreadandinsteadgotastone.”
Thelaunchof theQuitIndiamovementin

1942ledtoGandhibeingjailedinPuneatthe
Aga Khan Palace between 1942 and 1944.
Meanwhile, onOctober 20, 1943, Linlithgow
left India and LordWavell became the new
viceroy.Writinginhisjournal,Wavellrecords
thatthateveryoneinLondoncommentedthat
hewas lucky compared tohis predecessors.
The biggest decision they had to facewas
“whether and when to lock up Gandhi,”

whereasWavellwouldfindhimalreadylocked
up.TheissuethatwouldactuallyworryWavell
was the spectre of famine over India. In this
grimscenario,theformerAmericanPresident
HerbertHoovervisitedIndiaonApril24,1946,
todiscussAmericanaidtotideoverthecrisis.
Wavell invited thenationalist leaders to the
ViceroyHouse tomeetHoover. Gandhi and
Nehruaccepted,butnotJinnah.Afterthemeet-
ing, in a statement to the press onApril 26,
Gandhisaid, “MrHoover’s flyingvisit to India
hasexcitedconsiderableinterestandpossibly
hope.Whilst all the help that America and

other countries can send to India, struggling
against starvation,mustbewelcome,myen-
deavourhasbeen to findways andmeans to
makeourselvesself-supporting...naturenever
fails thosewhowillhelpthemselves.”Words
thatwouldfindresonancetodayasweaimto
buildan“atmanirbharBharat”.
One of the more popular images of

MahatmaGandhi at theRashtrapati Bhavan
is, perhaps, of hismeetingswith the viceroy
LordMountbatten inApril1947.Gandhimet
himonApril1,2and3, fordiscussionsonthe
composition of the interimgovernment. An

aideofMountbattennotedthatduringoneof
thesemeetingsGandhi “stayed on for after-
noontea,whichwasarrangedonthelawnand
did not touch either the cakes or the sand-
wiches,butchosetoeatabowlofgoat’scurd
whichhehadbroughtwithhim.”
OnJune2,1947,Mountbattenagaininvited

Gandhi and other national leaders to the
ViceroyHousetowintheirsupportforhisplan
forPartition.Gandhi’ssupportwasconsidered
themostcrucial.Mountbattenfearedthathis
planstoodnochanceifGandhispokepublicly
against it. AsDominique Lapierre and Larry

Collins recount in their book Freedom at
Midnight(1975),whatfollowedwascertainly
themostbizarrevisit.June2happenedtobea
Monday—thedayof theweekwhenGandhi
observedavowofsilence.Afterlisteningtothe
earnest persuasions of Mountbatten, he
scrawledacrypticnoteon thebackof aused
envelope,“IamsorryIcan’tspeak.WhenItook
thedecision about theMonday silence, I did
reservetwoexceptions, i.e.aboutspeakingto
highfunctionariesonurgentmattersorattend-
ing upon sick people. But I knowyou don’t
wantmetobreakmysilence...ifwemeetagain,
I shall speak.”ThenextdayMountbattenan-
nouncedthePartitionofIndia,overradio,after
obtainingtheconsentof JinnahandNehru.
Gandhi’s untimely death in 1948meant

that henever visited theRashtrapati Bhavan
tomeetanIndianpresident.However,fatepro-
videdashortandbeautifulwindowofoppor-
tunity.InNovember1947,Mountbattenleftfor
England to attend the royalwedding of his
nephewPhilipwithPrincess Elizabeth, elder
daughterofKingGeorgeVI.CRajagopalachari
was announced as the acting Governor-
General andhemoved in temporarily to the
GovernmentHouse,whichtheViceroyHouse
hadnowcometobecalled.Gandhivisitedhim
onNovember20,and,forthefirsttimeinhis-
tory, he sawan Indian reside in thebuilding.
Thevisitwasevensweeter sinceGandhi and
Rajajihadbecomeco-fathers-in-lawbythen.
In retrospect, Gandhi’s visits to the

RashtrapatiBhavanwereneverreallyjustvis-
its.Rather,theywereencountersbetweenan
empire,symbolisedthroughacolossalstruc-
ture, and themoral forceof anationembod-
ied in one scrawny and frailman. These en-
counters,slowlybutsurely,tiltedthebalance
of power and chipped at the foundations of
theBritishcolonialrule.Atthesametime,the
encountersalsochangedthecharacterof the
Rashtrapati Bhavan itself. Frombeing a sign
of British domination, it becamea structure
epitomisingourunityandnationalspirit.
Decades before any of these encounters

took place, educator and missionary CF
AndrewswroteonFebruary21,1924, “There
is a ruler of India here, Mahatma Gandhi,
whoseswayisgreaterthanallimperialpower.
Hisnamewillberememberedandsungbyall
thevillagepeoplelongafterthenamesof the
modern governors in their palaces in New
Delhi are forgotten...for there is a spiritual
palacewhichMahatmaGandhibuiltoutofan
eternal fabric. Its foundationsaredeeplyand
truly laid in the kingdomof God.”Nowords
haveprovedtobemoreprophetic.

PraveenSiddharthisprivatesecretaryto
thePresidentofIndia

ENCOUNTERS
WITH THE EMPIRE
Mahatma Gandhi never visited the Rashtrapati Bhavan as it is now,

yet his legacy looms large over Lutyens’s marvel

Marking Mahatma Gandhi’s birth anniversary, The Indian Express begins a series in partnership with the Rashtrapati Bhavan,
which will give a tour of little-known anecdotes, records and rarely-seen-before photographs that document stories of history,

heritage and culture from the seat of power to the people. First up, two insiders on the monument and its brush with the Mahatma

THE MAN WHO CHANGED THE WORLD
(Left) A Gandhi portrait in a banquet hall of the Rashtrapati Bhavan; Mahatma Gandhi with Lord and Lady Mountbatten

COURTESY:RASHTRAPATIBHAVAN
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GENTLY SHAKE
THE WORLD

(Clockwise fromtop)
Gandhi’smuralon
theDelhiPolice
Headquarters,

painted in2014by
Germangraffiti artist

HendrikBeikirch
andVarkey;Kallat’s

13-channel
installationBlind
Spots (2017-19);

Scaria’sMenatWork
(2015),watercolour
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The Mighty
and the Meek
Ape a gorilla’s dignity or a
bonobo’s peacekeeping methods

RanjitLal
Ranjit Lal isanauthor,
environmentalist and
birdwatcher

DOWNIN
JUNGLELAND

ATAchimpanzee’senclosureinanyIndianzoo,
youngmenarefoundhooting,shrieking,
pullingfacesandofferingthechimpscigarettes
andevenbitsofbrokenbottles. It’sdifficult to

tellwhotherealchimpanzeesare.That’showcloselyre-
latedwearetothegreatapes.Backintheveryoldbad
days,ahighlightofanycircusactwasthechimpanzeetea
partywherethechimpswouldendupthrowingteacups
ateachotherandshriekmuchlikewhathappensinthe
hallowedhallswherethelawsof thenationareframed.
Of the13speciesofapesintheworld(excludingus),

fourarethe“great”apes, theothers, “lesser”apes,adis-
tinctionmadesolelyonthebasisof size.Threeof thefor-
merarefoundinAfricaandoneintherainforestsof
SoutheastAsia–whichisalsotherealmof thelesserapes.
Thegranddaddyof themall isthegorilla—aglowering,

frowninggiantwiththegentlesteyesimaginable.Ourbe-
haviourtowardsthem(andothergreatapes)hasbeen
horrendousandshameful:they’vebeenpoached,driven
fromtheirjungles,trappedforthepettradeandzoos(ba-
biesaretakenaftershootingthemothers)andstarredin
hideousfilms.Thankfully,theyhadmentors,needlessto
say,whowerewomen.ThelateDianFosseyinveigledher-
self intogorillaclansintheVirungaForestsof theCongo
livingtherefordecadesbeforeshewasmurderedforthe
protectionshetriedgivinganimals, lyingburiednextto
herfavourite,Digit,agiantsilverbackkilledbypoachers.
Gorilla familiesareruledbyagrandsilverback,who

maintainsorderanddisciplinewithfirmnessanddignity.
Hehashisharemandhisyounggunsarequicklyshown
theirplacebychest-thumpingandmockcharging.There
canbetrouble, though,whenanoutsidersilverback–
equal inweightandsize, triestotakeoverasheadhoncho.
Exceptwhenbabies,gorillasdon’tusuallythrow

tantrums,they’re justtoobiganddignifiedforthat.The
leaf-eatingvegetariansmoveasslowlyandsilentlyas
smokethroughtheirhabitat.Bigdaddysilverbacks(the
hair inthemiddleof theirbacks issilver)occasionally in-
dulgetheirbabies,whichiswhytherewassuchanuproar
whenHarambe,thecaptivesilverbackintheCincinnati

zoo,wasshot in2016whenatoddlerfell intohisenclo-
sure.Thejuryisoutonwhethertheanimalwasjust
checkingouttheunconsciouschildorabouttoharmhim.
Gorillasarehavingahardtimesurvivinginthewild,and
severalzoos(likeinJerseyandSanDiego)havecaptive-
breedingprogrammesforthem.
Ourclosestcousins,however,arethechimpanzees—

andthey’vepaidthepriceforit inmedical laboratories.
JaneGoodallhasstudiedthemforover60years(shefirst
discoveredtheirtool-makingprowess)andnowspends
hertimeespousingtheircause.Sure,toddlerchimpsare
cute, laughhystericallywhentickled,andvery,verysmart.
Butadultsarepronetoshriekingtempertantrums,and
youngstudsthrowaroundtheirweight(andwhatever’sat
hand).Chieflyvegetarian,theydooccasionallyindulgein
huntingmonkeysandothersmallanimals,andtoseethe
wayapartyofmalessetsoutonahuntistrulychilling.
Havingtornakill (say,acolobusmonkey)toshreds,theal-
phamalemaydistributethemeatamonghisacolytes.
Whilethecommonchimpanzeeishighlystrung,and

groupswilloftengotowarwithoneanother, theyhavea
smallerrelative, thebonobo,whichbelieves in(very) free
loveaboveall!Thesehippiechimpskeepthepeaceby
makingloveasoftenastheycan,caringtwohootsabout
theexclusivityofpartners.
The“oldmenof theforest”—orangutansofBorneo

andSumatraandtheIndonesianislands—too,havea
mentor inaDutchlady,BiruteGaldikas,andtheytoohave
sufferedhideouslyatourhands.Thesegentle-eyed,rust-
colouredapesarehugelyshrewd,spendingmoretimein
thetreesthananyof theothers.Longago, I fell foradoe-
eyedorangutancalledPinkyattheDelhiZoo.Wemet
whenshewastakingawalk:shetwinedherarmsaround
mylegsandlookedupatmewiththosesoulfuleyes.
Upsettingherwouldbefoolishbecausethestrengthin
thosearmscouldeasilysnapbothmylegsas if theywere
matchsticks.Appalledbythisbuddingromance,her
keeperhastenedherawayandIneversawheragain.
Onanothervisit, theringingcriesof thehoolockgibbon

—hoola-hoola-hoola—risingtoacrescendowelcomed
me.Thegibbons(allninespecies)arethe“lesser”apes—
andourveryownhoolockisfoundintheNortheastern
rainforests.Theyswing(brachiate)liketrapezeartistes
and,everymorningandevening,thegentsandladieswill
sing,eachprotectingitspartnerfromcovetouseyes.These
swingingsingersarealsolosingouttorampanthabitatde-
struction. Ifyou’redowninthedumps, listentothegib-
bons’songandyou’llbeupswingingwiththem!

OLD MAN OF THE FOREST
The gentle-eyed orangutans are hugely shrewd

WIKIMEDIACOMMONS

AFTER47yearsofof life, Ihavemanyendear-
ingmemoriesofmyparents.Windingthrough
andcolouringthemallistheimmensefeeling
of gratitude I have for the constellations and
stars, theplanetarymovements, and thehu-
man intersection in their crossroads that led
tomybirth in the Saran home inDelhi.My
goodfortunetohavebeenachildtomyincred-
ible parents and through themhaving been
blessedwith remarkable extended families.
Familiesthatsocialisedmeearlyinlifeforhan-
dlingwhatevertheworldsentmyway.
Fifty-threeyearsago,onOctober7,mypar-

entsweremarried.A lovemarriage inasoci-

etywherearrangedmarriageswerethenorm.
An inter-castemarriage, too— two families
from regions of India that are proudof their
markeddifferences.APunjabiwomananda
UP-wallahman,theymadeamostincredible
coupleandevenmorebrilliantparents.They
ignoredthemurmursofdisapprovalandun-
kindgossipthatfollowedtheirmarriage.They
encouragedtheirchildrentostepabovesuch
simplisticnarrow-mindednessandforgivethe
perpetrators as beingmisguided, notmali-
cious. But in our home’s privacy, they ac-
knowledged the damaging behaviour, the
smallnessofactions,andthelackofcivilityin
themessage that camewith the insults di-
rectedatus.Theyencouragedustoriseabove
andforgivethewrongdoer,torememberour
hurt anduse it as ourmoral compasswhen
we sawothers being impugned aswewere.
For that tutelage, I thankmy parents daily.
Theywereboldoutliers in aworldwhere si-
lence and tolerance of familialwrongs often
turnsintotacitacceptanceandapprovalofbig-
otry, sowingseedsof hatredandrobbingso-
cietyofdecencyandcohesivecivility.
Across our four ancestral units between

the twoparents, ourswas a rare household
where religiousholidaysof theHinducalen-
darwerecelebratedasifwewerelivinginthe
19th century.Myparents and grandparents
werebelievers,butinamostagnosticway.To
myparents,festivalsandreligiousholidays—
of all faiths—weremoments toteachusand
ourrelativesandfriendsthecustomsandtra-
ditions of yore. They even kept alive recipes
thatwouldotherwisehaveeasilygottenlost.
Thesetimeswerecelebrationsof lifeand liv-
ing, of sharing and caring and,most impor-
tantly, moments to cook and feed, indulge
mindfully,respecttraditionspast,andengage
with them as authentically as our present
timescouldafford.Religionwasnotdogmatic

GULAMMOHAMMED SHEIKH

THINKINGOFGandhiji today leaves you in
astateofdespair,as thevoicesof sanityand
civilisedconduct inourpublic lifehavebeen
pushed into the margins, if not extin-
guished.Wewatchwithutterdisbeliefhow
aggressionandviolencegoverneverywalk
of our life, how every form of dissent is
muzzled,howfreedomcontinuestobecur-
tailed, leaving the civilised populace in a
helpless limbo.Let’snotforgetthatGandhiji
practisedahumanebehaviour inhispublic
andprivate life, listenedtothosewhooften
reviled him, upholding their right to differ
with respect and humility. His absence is
sorelymissed in thisworld thathas turned
increasingly violent. I’ve often turned to
Gandhiji inmywork. I quotedhim inadia-
loguewithKabir,withbothatoppositeends
of an ark floating in an endless ocean. His
SatyagrahaandOurs (2006)showsGandhiji
as a young lawyer before he
returned to India from in
South Africa. In the triptych
Gandhi and Gama (2014),
VascodaGama faces a young
Gandhi contemplating the
collapse of the British rule
across amappamundi.

GIGI SCARIA

WHEN I think about
Mahatma Gandhi in 2020,
my heart bleeds so much
fromthepermanentwoundinflictedbythe
intense communal politics played out in
this country that it will never recover.
Gandhi, through his life and actions,
analysed the idea of ‘truth’ in a diversely

religious,ethnic, cultural,philosophicaland
political core of this land. His vision was
basedondemocraticprinciples.Whathave
we become? For us, truth has become a
myth. We have systematically removed
eachandeverystone laidby theMahatma.

This is a country where
women are being raped and
killed,migrantworkersarea
non-existingentityandahis-
torical monument of reli-
gious importance is crushed
to the ground. We have cre-
ated our banana republic,
one where we shouldn’t ut-
ter theMahatma’s name.

REENA KALLAT

Theworld over, democracies
areunderincreasingstrain, facingnewchal-
lenges. Itbecomesmoreurgent forustore-
visit Gandhi’s ideals – of tolerance, truth,
equality, justice. In this multi-channelled
video installation Blind Spots, viewers en-

counter 13 pairs of Snellen eye charts
throughthedisjointed letters that formthe
preamblestotheConstitutionsof countries
such as US-Cuba, Serbia-Croatia, Sudan-
South Sudan, India-Pakistan, Bangladesh-
India,NorthandSouthKorea,amongstoth-
ers. In the act of reading, as the founding
promises of equality, justice, liberty, com-
montopreamblesofbothnation-statesare
revealed, theymorph intobraille-likedots.
Theworkinvitesreflectiononhowweseem
to have lost sight of these shared human
valuesanduniversalaspirations,whichcut
across the idea of sovereignnation-states.

ANPU VARKEY

In this timeof strife andunrest around the
world,Gandhithepacifist—whostandstall
on the exteriors of government buildings
that uphold the law — and his views of
negating violence as a means to subdue
conflicts are evenmore relevant now.

AS TOLD TO VANDANA KALRA

intheirhands.Prayerwasawayofbeingand
growing. Growth that they hopedwould
makeusbetterversionsofourselveswitheach
daywe lived, each actwe committed. Their
mindsetandadherencetooldtraditionsmade
us some of themore popular school kids.
Beloved, not because of our academic per-

formance, but becausewe strove to respect
othersandputtheirneedsaheadofourown.
“YouareHindu!Therearenoprescriptions

or rituals that a Hindu must perform.
Hinduismisabouthavingpeaceandserenity
inyourmindbyleadingalifeofdharma(con-
science)andreachingarealisationthatallcon-
sciousbeingsareoneandequal. Thisenables
youtogrowoutofgroupsandismsintoaworld
whereweare all one family and theworld a
globalvillage.This isHinduism. It ispractised
throughthought,wordanddeed.”Withthese
words,pennedtohelpusunderstandreligion
ata tenderage,mymother freedus fromthe
tyrannyofemptyritualandconnecteduswith
theplanetatlarge.Ifonepersonsuffers,weall
suffer.Ifonegoeshungry,weallgohungry.My
parentstaughtmethatImustgiveofmyselfto
protecttheworldbeyondmysafespace.That,
regardlessofwhojoinsme,theremaycomea
timewhen Iwill be compelled to step out,
alone,andeffectchange.Unbeknownsttome,
myparentsmademeamemberofcivilsociety.
Papaisnomore,butmomhasfoundeven

more of her ownvoice. A voice thatmirrors
Papa’s in both clarity and content, in daring
andhumanity.Arelative recentlysaid toher,
half-jokingly,“Ididn’tknowyouhadyourown
personality and thoughts!” Formom, soul-
mateswithsyncreticbeliefsdidn’tbothneed
to speak— itwas smarter forone to take the
back seat.When Papawas alive,momwas
contenttolethimshine.She’salwaysbeense-
cure inherown intellect andhadnoneed to
pushherwayintothespotlight.
Asweget ready tocelebrate thewedding

anniversary of two bold humanswith un-
matchedempathy,IfindmyselfinaweofMom
(andDad,whomshesoundsmoreandmore
liketoday)asdeeplynowasIwasasakid.Ialso
findherwords, selfless living, and inclusive,
generousspiritapoeticallyhumanexampleof
whatBhagavadGita andKrishna’s teachings
are all about. She’s the living embodimentof
“thehands that serve areholier than the lips
that pray”, although she does both in great
measure.Whenwecanlivewithsuchvalues,
wecanlearntoembraceandaccepttheother
and trulybeglobal citizensof a21st-century
worldvoidof theismsthatdivideus.

The Hands that Guide
A note of gratitude for the lessons in love and tolerance that parents impart to their children

SuvirSaran
Suvir Saran isachef, author, educatorand

world traveller

SLICEOFLIFE

He Walked Among Us
Artists visualise Mahatma Gandhi and his ideals in these uncertain times

NoOne Killed
Desdemona
A play seeks to interrogate
why women need to
rescue themselves

Dipanita Nath

AT THE end of Othello, Desdemona ismur-
deredinherbedchamberonthesuspicionof
beingunfaithful.Yet,whenaskedtheidentity
ofherkiller,Desdemonaresponds,“Nobody;
Imyself”. TheShakespeareantragedy isusu-
ally enacted as the saga of a troubledMoor.
Now,agroupofBengalurutheatrepractition-
ersborrowDesdemona’s lastwordstostudy
historyandmythology’smissingwomen.
“WhydoesDesdemonasaynobodykilled

her?Thedeathwastheactofpunishmentbe-
causeofthenotion:ifthewomanhasbetrayed
aman,she’stobekilled.Thereareparallels in
our own stories. Sita has to keep paying for
somebody’s illusions about her sanctity.
Desdemonadoesn’tfightbackbyevennaming
Othello. Sita, similarly, accepts her punish-
mentsasawoman’sneedtoproveherselffree
ofguilt,”saysactor-singerMDPallavi.
Theplay,DesdemonaRupakam,exploresre-

lationshipsbetweenfamouscouplesofclassic
literaturesbyprobingthebedroomasasiteof
viciouspower struggle. Itwill be filmed inan
emptyhallandstreamedgloballyaspartofthe
annual Ranga Shankara Theatre Festival.
Though unintended,Desdemona Rupakam
opensat a critical time,whennational anger
surrounding theHathras (allegedgang-rape
andmurder) casehas trained the lensonmi-
sogynyinIndia.“Theincidentisdeeplydisturb-
ing.Itisn’toutrightlymentionedintheplaybut
thetextisabouttheseevents,”saysPallavi.
The firstplace that thepoliticsof aplay is

reflected in is the rehearsal room. Abhishek
Majumdar-directedDesdemona Rupakam is
dominated bywomen—actors Pallavi and
BindhumaliniNarayanaswamy, dramaturge
IrawatiKarnikandproductionmanagerVeena
Appiah.“Somanytimes,”saysMajumdar,“the
women in the roomsaid, ‘Areweendingup
sayingthatOthelloisabadguy?’”Genderne-
gotiations aren’t as simple as calling the guy
bad.“Therearebiggerthings,whichwehave
beentryingtoexplore,”headds.
Using folk forms likeHarikatha, yaksha-

ganaandyellammanataka,andTishaniDoshi’s
poemTheRiverofGirls,thescriptincludessto-
ries of Shakuntala andDushyanta, where a
ring is a proof of a woman’s identity, and
Renuka and Jamadagni, where thewife is
cursed for desiring a celestial being flying
aboveher. “Women facebrutality everyday.
It’sunfortunate that this linestillholdsgood.
Whydo someof themstay silent?Weneed
torescueourselvesbecausenooneelsewill,”
saysAppiah,whohasworkedasaproduction
managerforovertwodecades.

ENRICOFABIAN

MANISHMEHTA IRISDREAMS/REENAKALLATSTUDIOANDCHEMOULDPRESCOTTROAD

SUVIRSARAN
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WHAT THE
HEART WANTS
(Top) Konkona Sen

Sharma with
Alankrita

Shrivastava; Sen
Sharma and Bhumi
Pednekar in a still

from Dolly Kitty Aur
Woh Chamakte Sitare
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Do Not
Go Gentle

EYE SPY
EVERYFORTNIGHT,WEPICK,YOUWATCH

Shubhra Gupta

DEADLYVIRUSEShavealwaysbeenamagnet
forthemovies. Intheworstof times,weneed
storiesfilledwithhope,andsuchfilmsas
StevenSoderbergh’s2011Contagion,which

someclaimpredictedthearrivalof thecoronavirus,end
withthediscoveryofavaccine.Prescient itmayhave
been,butContagionwasstrictlyfiction.Thetruthwasre-
vealedmuchmorerecently,at theTorontoInternational
FilmFestival (TIFF), in76Days, a terrificdocumentarydi-
rectedbyNewYork-basedHaoWu.
Thefilmgaveusnever-beforeaccesstothehospitals in

Wuhan,whereCOVID-19issaidtohaveoriginated.Theti-
tlereferstothenumberofdaysWuhanwasinlockdown,
asdoctorsandmedicalworkersstruggledtocontainthe
risingnumberofdeathsinanatmosphereof fearandoffi-
cialcrackdownoninformation.Wuworkedwithtwo
filmmakersontheground,creatingafilmwhichcrackles
withurgencyandheroism.Therewill,doubtless,bemany
morefilmsmadeonthispandemic,but76Dayswillal-
wayshavethefirst-moveradvantage.
Inthepanicspreadbythismostrecentscourge,we

havenearlyforgottenhowlethalHIVwasintheearly ’80s.
Itwasastorythatnever left thenewspagesinthoseyears,
becausethereseemedtobenoendtothedeaths.
Afewdaysback, Ichanceduponthefirst featuremade

ontheAIDScrisisbyArthurJBressanJr.The1985Buddies,
availableonMUBI,beginswiththeclatteringofatelex
machine,spillingoutthenamesof thedead.Theaction
shiftstoaManhattanhospitalroomwhere33-year-old
Robert isshownlyinginbed, lookingsickandspent,perk-
inguponlywhena“buddy”showsup.
David,25,avolunteerwithaNewYork-basedagency,

findsRobertannoyingly“personal”tobeginwith:thelat-
teraskspointedquestionsabouttheformer’spartner
(they’vebeentogetherfor fiveyears),how“hot”heis,and
how“it” (sex) isbetweenthetwoof them.But,soon,
David(DavidSchachter)sees, likewedo,thatthelife in
frontofhimisalreadyebbing.Herealisesthattherecan
benothingmoreintimatethansharingsomeone’sdeath,
especiallysomeonewhohasbeencomprehensively
abandonedbyhisparents,hispartnersandthestate.
Essentiallyatwo-hander(weonlyhearthevoicesof

theothercharacters), this low-budgetfilm,shotovernine
days, ispoignantandpolitical.Conservativeauthorities in
theUSwerenotwillingtoallocatefundsforresearch
whenthefirstvictimswerefoundtobegaymen.
Hollywoodwascharyaboutaddressingtheissue,and
BressanJr’s filmwasapioneeringeffort tocounterthat
hypocrisyandunease.Boththedirectorandtheactor
whoplayedRobert(GeoffEdholm)diedsoonafter,of
complicationsfromAIDS.
Thefirstbig-budgetHollywoodfilmonAIDSwasthe

1993Philadelphia, starringTomHanksandDenzel
Washington. InBollywood,OnirmadeMyBrother...Nikhil,
withSanjaySuriandPurabKohli, in2005.Withthehelp
of technology, it’s takennotimeatall for filmmakers to
respondcreatively toCOVID-19,evenwithaworldwide
lockdown.Clearly, itwillbereelmagicwhichwillkeep
usgoingtillweseetheendof thispandemic inreal life.

The 1985 film Buddies was a
poignant look at the AIDS crisis

Tanushree Ghosh

YOUAREalmostasoldas independent
India.Wereyoua ’70s ‘angryyoung
man’whowasmaking films tochannel
hisanger?
While on a scholarship in the US, I first

filmed anti-Vietnam war protests that
landedme in prison twice. On returning to
India in 1972, I joined a voluntary rural de-
velopmentandeducationprojectinMadhya
Pradesh, thenmoved toBihar in1974when
theJP(JayaprakashNarayan)movementbe-
ganandpickedupthecameraagaintorecord
policeviolence.OurfilmWavesofRevolution
(1974)wentundergroundin1975duringthe
Emergency. I latermade a film on political
prisoners (Prisoners of Conscience, 1978). So
the journeybegan.

Cinemapreneur.comisscreening Jai
BhimComrade (2011),andadocu-short
Heart toArt:AcrossBorders (2020),
completedduringthe lockdown,using
footageofanIndia-Pakistanart
exchangeyoushot in2004.Whatdoyou
makeof suchplatforms?
They are very welcome. At first, we

lugged heavy 16mmprojectors and even
generators to venueswhere electricitywas
scarce.Duringthevideoera,equipmentbe-
came smaller, and now, in the digital age,
new possibilities emerge. But the problem
ofhowtoattracteyeballsremains.Today,the
internetisoversaturatedandattentionspans
tinybuteverynewinitiative isgood.

JaiBhimComrade featurestheonly
documentedsongofDalitpoet-activist
VilasGhogre(whohunghimself to

protest thedeathof10Dalits inthe1997
RamabaiColonypolicefiring).Didyou
knowhim?Italsofeatures theKabir
KalaManch(KKM),whosemembers
wererecentlyre-arrested.
I met Vilas in the early 1980swhenwe

foughtagainst illegalslumdemolitions.The
songin JaiBhimComradewasfirstshotwhen
Bombay: Our City (1985) was made. I
recordedmanyofhisothersongsbutfilmed
just one. Vilas’s protest suicide shockedme
into looking at the
extent of atrocities
on Dalits and to ex-
plore their poetry of
resistance. The film
took 14 years to
makeandincludesa
range of amazingly
powerful story-
tellers.KKMwasone
such. When they
were hounded by
thepolice,wehelped
themface trial. They
were finally granted
bail by the Supreme
Court in2017.Today,
they are charged for
visiting BhimaKoregaonwhile upper-caste
allegedinstigatorsofviolencelikeSambhaji
BhideandMilindEkbotewalk free.

Youhaveexpresseddisappointment in
PrashantBhushan’scontemptverdict.
His fineofRe1wascriticisedasbeing
pro-savarnaasthesametreatment
wasn’textendedtoDalit judgeCS
Karnaninhis2017contemptcase.
Speaking out against an authoritarian,

majoritarian, casteist system is necessary.

Whether it’s a Bhushan or a Karnan, all re-
sistance isbravery.

You’vestruggledagainstcensorshipfor
long.Aren’tyourdetractors tiredof you?
Wewonseven court cases, once to get a

Censor certificate forWarandPeace (2002),
the rest to force Doordarshan to broadcast
my films that had won National Awards
(Bombay: Our City;In Memory of Friends,
1990; Ram ke Naam, 1992; Father, Son, and

HolyWar, 1994, the
latter going to court
three times).
Advocate (PA)
Sebastianinthehigh
court and Prashant
Bhushan in the
Supreme Court en-
sured the telecasts.
Arguing pro bono,
they never allowed
the state to cut a
single frame.

Recently,youand
documentary
filmmakerPankaj
RishiKumar

petitionedtheMumbaiInternational
FilmFestival (MIFF)againstdropping
yourrespectivefilms,butthenwithdrew.
Few judges todayhave thebackbone to

ruleagainst thestatebutwestillwantedto
test the waters. Reason/Vivek (2018) had
wontopprizeat IDFA (Amsterdam), oneof
thebest-regardedfestivals inthedocumen-
tary world. Pankaj’s film (Janani's Juliet,
2019) had won the top prize at (IDSFFK)
Kerala. Both films had qualified for the
Oscars. But after lecturing thegovernment

againstcensorship, thejudgeindicatedthat
he would not interfere with MIFF. So, we
withdrew rather than set a losing prece-
dent. Press coverage did, however, expose
theblatant backdoor censorship.

Father, SonandHolyWarspeaksofour
cultureofmachismo(touchingupon
RoopKanwar'ssati in1987).Doesthe
houndingofactorRheaChakraborty
illustrate this?
Of course! Apart from themedia lynch-

ing,whenallelsefailedtheycaughtRheafor
marijuana!Then,whyisbhaangsoldattem-
ples?Whatdo sadhus imbibe?

‘Unlikereligion,whichbelieves inafinal
truth, science isanendlesssearchfor
truth,’ saidtherationalist, the lateDr
NarendraDabholkar (shotdeadin2013)
featuredinReason. Is theassaulton
reasonexclusively trueof today?
Religionandblind faithhavedominated

theworld for thousandsof years.TheAgeof
ReasondawnedintheWestaroundthe16th
century but in India, Charvaka and the
Buddhawereearlyadvocates.

Doordarshan’s1997telecastof yourRam
keNaam (ontheBabriMasjid
demolition)sawaheatedRajyaSabha
debate,andeventodaythefilm’s
screeningsaredisrupted.Howdoyou
react totheAyodhyabhoomipujanand
thecourtverdicts?
RamkeNaamwassubmittedasevidence

beforetheLiberhanCommissionlookinginto
the Babri dispute. Obviously today’s courts
have ignored it. Our constitutional law has
been replaced by a Hindutva version of
sharia law.

‘ALL RESISTANCE
IS BRAVERY’

As two of his documentaries — one new and one old — stream online, Anand Patwardhan, 70,
talks about reason, censorship, caste politics, and the Babri Masjid verdict

SPEAK OUT, SING OUT
(Above) The late Dalit poet-activist Vilas
Ghogre in Jai Bhim Comrade; Patwardhan

Alaka Sahani

W HEN writer-director
Alankrita Shrivastava
ran into Konkona Sen
Sharma at their neigh-
bourhood salon in

Versova,Mumbai,oneafternoonin2018,the
formermentionedanewscript thatshehad
written. The twohad become friendswhile
working on Lipstick Under
My Burkha (2016) andun-
derstood each other’s cre-
ative worlds. When the
script, titledDollyKittyAur
Woh Chamakte Sitare
reachedherinboxsoonaf-
ter,SenSharmareaditand
was impressed. Dolly is a
womanwho aspires to a
picture-perfect life while
hidingherconflictsbehind
an effervescent manner.
When Shrivastava, 40, of-
feredhertherole,SenSharmaagreedimme-
diately.
“Asyougrowolder—Iam41now—you

getfewermeatyandfulfillingroles.Formost
ofmycareer, I haveplayedwomenwhoare
strong, morally upright and responsible.
Often, that’s boring and not very truthful.
Womenarecomplex.It isnicetoplayachar-
acterwhoisnotalwaysmakingtherightde-
cisions or is always likeable,” says Sen

Sharma,whohasactedinmovieslikeMrand
Mrs Iyer (2002), Omkara (2006), Luck By
Chance (2009)andEkThiDaayan (2013).
Athemethatrunsthroughmuchofboth

Shrivastava and Sen Sharma’swork is gen-
der.SenSharma’sdirectorialdebutADeathin
theGunj (2016) isatenderyetunsettlingex-
ploration of masculinity, while all three of
Shrivastava’sdirectorial ventures—Turning
30 (2011), Lipstick UnderMy Burkha (2017)
andDolly Kitty...—havewomen characters

and their desires at their
heart. “I inevitably find
myself drawn to the inte-
rior, complex world of
women. Themomentyou
startexploringthosechar-
acters, issues related to
gendercropup.Itrytolook
at these characters hon-
estlyandholistically,”says
Shrivastava.
According to Sen

Sharma,what’sinteresting
about these stories is the

conflictthat’sgeneratedwhensocialexpec-
tations are at oddswith individual desires.
Buta lotofwomen,shesays,areunawareof
thisconflictthemselves,whilesomeareonly
just beginning to understand it. “Many
women can’t do anything about it as they
don’t have choices. I also find it interesting
howmenbehave(insuchscenarios),”theac-
tor-director says.
Agrowingnumberofstorytellers,includ-

ingSenSharma,Shrivastava,MeghnaGulzar,
Ashwiny Iyer Tiwari and Anvita Dutt, are
telling stories fromwomen’s point of view
and talking aboutwomen’s desire. This is a
significant step for the Hindi film industry
that often doesn’t make much space for
womencharactersasthecentreoftheirown
stories or allow them to celebrate their im-
perfections. Shrivastava’s characters aren’t
formulaic,whetherit’stheelderlyRosyfrom
Lipstick...who enjoys erotica and has sexual
fantasies,ortheyoungKittyinthenewfilm,
whohasjustarrivedinNoidafromBiharand
is struggling tomakeherownchoices.
“Women’s desire, historically, has not

beenlookedat.Byandlarge,womenareseen
asobjectsofmaledesire.That(women’sde-
sire)isadirectthreattopatriarchy.Thiscould
alsobebecausewomenarenotviewedasin-
dividuals,butasthosewhofulfill certainre-
productive and sexual urges,” says Sen
Sharma. Shrivastava echoes her thought:
“There is very little sexual agency that
womenenjoy.Thatiskindofsuppressed.It’s
alsoabout(thesuppressionof)otherdesires,
like wanting to go watch a film or on a

Sundayouting.”Shrivastava,whowrotethe
first draft of Dolly Kitty... in 2014, started
shooting it towards theendof 2018and the
moviepremieredattheBusanInternational
FilmFestival lastOctober.
Keytotheexplorationofdesire—bothfe-

male andmale— is the sensitive,meaning-
ful depiction of sex, as seen in both
Lipstick...and Dolly Kitty…, as well as Sen
Sharma’sdirectorialdebut,ADeathintheGunj
(2016). “In A Death in the Gunj, sex scenes
communicatemanymore things. It shows
howShutu(VikrantMassey) is feelingwhen
hehassexforthefirsttimeandhowheisgo-
ingtoreacttoMimi(KalkiKoechlin)later,and
howsexbetweenamarriedcouple isdiffer-
ent.Usually,asexualacthas layers (thatare)
unspoken,”saysSenSharma.
Good narrative intentions apart, such

scenesalsorequiregreatcarebecause,asSen
Sharmasays, theymightmakeanactor“feel
vulnerable”. She says,“Amusicianwill have
an instrument, a cameraperson has a cam-
era. As an actor you have the body and you
can’t just give it away to be used as a prop.
What’s an actor’s relationshipwith his/her
body? Your body is yourself and it also be-
longs to the character you are playing.” For
Shrivastava,making her actors comfortable
inthesescenesisimportant,sosheusesfewer
shotsandtakes.“Idon’twanttousethecam-
erafortitillationbutforexpression.Thegaze
isempathetic,notvoyeuristic,” sheadds.
A significant part of the narrative in

Shrivastava’s new film is Pappu, Dolly’s
youngersonwholovestodressupasagirland
playwithdolls.Gendernon-conformingchar-
acters are rarely treated sensitively in Indian
cinema,barringafewexceptions,suchasZoya
Akhtar’sSheilaKi Jawani,apartof theanthol-
ogyfilmBombayTalkies(2013).Wouldn’titbe
wonderfulifPappuweretogethisownstory?
“In theworld ofDolly Kitty…he is an aspect
of Dolly’s life. In accepting Pappu, Dolly ac-
ceptsherself,”saysShrivastava.

Alankrita Shrivastava and Konkona Sen
Sharma on Dolly Kitty Aur Woh Chamakte
Sitare and the allure of stories about the

complex, inner lives of women

Women of Many Parts

PHOTOSCOURTESYANANDPATWARDHAN

● ● ●

A theme that runs
through much of
both Shrivastava
and Sen Sharma’s

work is gender
● ● ●
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THE SUNDAY EXPRESS,OCTOBER4,2020 CALENDAR

Sunday October4
Youknowwhatyouthink,butyoumaynot
beright.Thisisoneofthosemoments
whenalittlehumilitywouldcomein
handy,ifyouinsistthatwishesaregranted.

Monday October5
You’vebeengettingyoursliceoftheaction,
and are ready to reap your share of the
rewards. Hopefully, lifewill slow down,
givingyouthechancetoreflect.

Tuesday October6
Makemaximumuseofyourassets.Ifyou’re
atworktoday,youarewellintunewithyour
stars. If it’s a day off, you may end up
twiddlingyourthumbs.

Wednesday October7
Youmaybehappytoknowthatthecurrent
Jupiter alignment augurs well for your
artistic aspirations. You’ll be willing to
compete andprepared toput in sufficient
hardworktocomefirst.

Thursday October8
You’re trying to find yourway through a
personalmaze, but there’s still a longway
to gobefore you reach the end. Savewhat
you can andprepare for futureprosperity.

Friday October9
Today’sVenuspatternisyetanotherofthose
romantic alignments that encourages
sensitive individuals to fall in love.Many
become entranced by an idea or interest,
ratherthananotherperson.

Saturday October10
Neptune is enjoying a brief renaissance,
revealingallsortsofconfusingfeelings.You
must find away to express your desires
withoutcreatingafalseimpression.

If it’s your
Birthday

S
U
D
O
K
U
4
2
5
1

DifficultyLevel4s
Instructions
TosolveaSudokupuzzle,
everydigitfrom1to9
mustappear ineachofthe
nineverticalcolumns, in
eachoftheninehorizontal
rowsandineachofthe
nineboxes.

DifficultyLevel
1s=Veryeasy;2s=Easy;
3s=Medium;4s=Hard;
5s=VeryHard;6s=
Genius S

O
LU

TI
O
N
S
U
D
O
K
U
4
2
5
0

Givenbelowarefour jumbledwords.Solvethejumblestomakeproperwordsandmovethemto
therespectivesquaresbelow.Selecttheletters intheshadedsquaresandjumblethemtoget
theanswerforthegivenquip.
____istheincapacitytouseone’sintelligencewithouttheguidanceofanother.-Immanuel
Kant(10)

SOLUTION:CURIA,TIGHT,LEGUME,WHIMSY
Answer:Immaturityistheincapacitytouseone’sintelligencewithouttheguidanceof
another.-ImmanuelKant

AURIC EEGLMU

GHITT HISWMY

JUMBLEDWORDS

ARIES(Mar21-Apr20)
Theapproaching
seriesof lunar
alignments isbound
tostirupyour

emotions,makingyoufeel that
it’s timefora fewchanges.By
theendof theweekyoushould
realise thatyou’re in fora
fortunatespell, butworking
Ariensmayberather
perplexedbycolleagues’
unpredictablebehaviour.

TAURUS(Apr21-May21)
Venus is still
cruisingmerrily
alongthrough
influential sectorsof

yourchart, raisinghopesof a
better social life. Timeis
runningoutand I strongly
suggest thatyoureviveany
plans thathavebeen leftonthe
back-burner.Take the initiative
—don’twait forpeople toget
in touch.

GEMINI (May22- June21)
Yoursocial life is
beingaffectedbya
boutof secrecy.
Haveyouperhaps

beenentrustedwith
informationwhichmust inno
circumstancesbepassedon?
Despiteyour tendencytoblurt
thingsoutyoumustalways
remember that this isa time
fordiscretion.

CANCER(June22- July23)
TheSunandthe
Moon, the twomost
significantbodies in
yourchart,don’t

alwaysagree.But thisweek
theypile thepressureonat
homeandinallyourmost
personalaffairs. This isa
significantmoment, andyou
canbegin tochartanew
course in familymatters.

LEO(July24-Aug23)
Youareabout tobe
pulledbetweentwo
extremes.Youmay
eithergoallout for

worldlysuccess.Oryoumay
tuckyourself awayoutof sight
andoutofmind.Actually,
there isamiddleway:work
quietlybehindthescenes,
layingthe foundations for
futureachievements.

VIRGO(Aug24-Sep23)
Byallmeans
continue tomake
professionalplans, if
that iswhat

concernsyou.However,you
are toobigapersonto imagine
thatyourambitionscanbe
refineddowntowhatever
happensatwork. Indeed,
manyof youmustnowrealise
thatyour truepersonal
ambitionsareyoursalone.

LIBRA(Sep24-Oct23)
AsI’vesaidsomany
timesbefore,your
homeandfamily
affairsseemtobe

perpetuallyriddledwith
complicationsand
contradictions.Yetnowitis
timetolookouttotheworld
aroundyou,involvingyourself
inyourcommunityandseeking
helpforyourprivategoals.

SCORPIO(Oct24-Nov23)
Far-sightedScorpios
havearrangedan
adventureor
interestingoutingfor

thenextweek.Yousee,Jupiter,
theplanetwhichrepresentsall
youroutgoingqualities,will
drawyoutoforeignclimesand
fascinatingplaces.Scorpioswho
haverelationsactiveinhigher
education,shouldseethese
luckypeoplecomeastepcloser
toattainingtheiraims.

SAGITTARIUS(Nov24-Dec23)
Everythinglooksbrightand

sunny.Oneplanet
arousesyour
romanticfeelings,
anotherbringsnew

friendshipsandathirdis
determinedtoboostyour
prosperity.Sagittariansinthe
propertymarketaresetfora
strokeof luck,perhapsachance
tomakeanewbeginning.

CAPRICORN(Dec.23- Jan.20)
TheMoonaligns
itselfwithanumber
ofhelpfulregionsin
yourchart,oneof

whichisyourseventhsolar
house.Inplaintermsthismeans
thatyouareinforaremarkable
andpleasurablesocialphase.
Hopefully,there’llbeplentyof
entertainingandthepossibility
ofputtingnewfriendshipsona
morepermanentbasis.

AQUARIUS(Jan.21-Feb.19)
Mercury,planetof
communication,has
theclaimtobethe
mosthelpfulplanet

inyourcelestialsphereatthe
moment.Thisisbecauseitis
feedingyouwithaseriesof
specialideasanditwillbemuch
easierforyoutopersuade
peoplethatyouarerightand
muchmoredifficultforthemto
showthatyouarewrong.

PISCES(Feb20-Mar20)
Theonlycloudonthe
horizonseemstobea
possibilityof
additionalcosts.

Indeed,youmaybethrowing
goodmoneyafterbadunless
youtakedrasticmeasures.Still,
youmayfeelthatentertaining
andgenerousgesturesareworth
it,if theyraiseyourmoraleand
makeyoufeelwanted.

YOURWEEKAHEADBRIDGE

West's1Sopeningcomesaroundtoyou,South, in fourthseat. Whereasa
simpleovercallnormallyshowsuptoabout16HCP,that istoomuchforan
overcallhere.Toshowastronghand,youdoubleandthenbidyourlongsuit.
Northraisesto4H.WestleadstheSK,overtakenwithASbyeastwhothen
returnsaclub.Howdoyouplaythehand?

NORTH
♠ AJ76
❤A986
♦ 43
♣KQ6
SOUTH
♠ K54
❤KJ753
♦ A95
♣107

NORTH
♠ 742
❤ 1098
♦ AQ32
♣864

SOUTH (YOU)
♠ 963
❤AQJ732
♦ 6
♣ AKO

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH
1♠ Pass Pass dbl
2♠ Pass Pass 3❤
Pass 4❤ Pass Pass
Pass

SUNDAY CROSSWORD 2289
QUICKCLUES
ACROSS
7. Gableoverportico (8)
9. Weirder (6)
10. Knave(4)
11. Sanctionsorestablishesofficially
(10)

12. Putaway(6)
14. Respite (8)
15. Long,usuallyangryspeech(6)
16. Mars (6)
19. Thesyrupproducedfromsugar (8)
21. Trafalgarvictor (6)
23. Not losingthehue! (10)
24. Flout (4)
25. Exercises (6)
26. Frenchregion, cross (8)
DOWN
1. Edit (6)
2. Cheat (4)
3. Sentbacktheprisoner to jailby
courtorders? (8)

4. Recover (6)
5. Fake(10)
6. Isowed(8)
8. Private teachers (6)
13. Pathological toiler (10)
15. Onehundredandtwentyminutes
? (3,5)

17. Perforate (8)
18. Attack(6)
20. MrRainaof Indiancricket (6)
22. Upset; transgress (6)
24. Beloved(4)
CRYPTICCLUES
ACROSS
7. Country lovers (8)
9. Acheeringword(6)
10. Realisedtherewouldbea fresh
announcement (4)

11. It’sdifficultonboats if theyadopt
suchatoughattitude(4-6)

12. Soundlyexamineabill of exchange
(6)

14. For "dote"bestchangeto"be
infatuated" (8)

15. Fragilecopy(6)
16. Obscurereturnonmethodof
identifyingan island
(6)

19. Hasordered factory-madewalking
stick (3,5)

21. Hunting forsex?(6)
23. It’susedonwatch(6-4)
24. Throwupthetopof theearandget
theotherpart (4)

25. Make itbacktowhereyoustarted
(6)

26. Noteoldstorycropping
upaboutprevious

taxsystem(8)
DOWN
1. WoodyAllenheroinecancome
back intact
(6)

2. Achievedgreaterstatureasa
gardener? (4)

3. Seeaquarter in thegameandsome
monstrousgoings-onhere
(4,4)

4. Missilesone findsonthebeach
(6)

5. Acertainty in thethree-leggedrace
?(5,2,3)

6. Verymuchtotheright, that isby
therailway, there is theveterinary
surgery (8)

8. SecondtranslationbyEnglish
writer (6)

13. Moneyyoudon’tget fornothing?
(4,3,3)

15. Rapidneedtochangewhat’s fixed
(8)

17. DiningasarrangedaroundVirginia
whenmilitarilyencroaching
(8)

18. Walkoutontheshore
(6)
20. Avidworker in thegarden-

tacklingtheweeds (6)
22. Howrevoltingsotobe, inshort, in
theroundabouts (6)

24. Hangsaroundcriminals (4)

QUICKCLUESAcross: 1Danish,4
Hijack,9Adah,10Prospering,11Telugu,
12Niggards,13Ingenuity,15Firm,16
Inch,17Reporters,21Skeletal,22
Hubbub,24Diabolical,25Akin,26
Garros,27Cochin.Down:1Dudgeon,2
Nehru,3Seppuku,5Impugn,6Aerialist,
7Kingdom,8Roundtheclock,14
Excalibur,16Inkling,18Othello,19
Reunion,20Otello,23Beach.
CRYPTICCLUESAcross:1Vision,4
Primal,9Brio,10Changedown,11
Unclip,12Strawhat,13Palpitate,15
Fred,16Made,17Teabreaks,21
Plumbago,22Inkind,24Wallstreet,
25NATO,26Sangli,27Prosit.Down:1
Veranda,2Spoil,3Occiput,5Rogers,6
Madeworse,7Lowland,8Raisethe
money,14Pademelon,16Millais,18
Blister,19KingTut,20Pastel,23
Kings.

Solutionsto2288

Westopens3D.Thisisapreemptivebidshowingahandwithsevendiamonds
and lessthananopeningbid.Yourpartnerdoubles,showingagoodopening
handwithashortageindiamondsandsupportfortheothersuits.Youhaveclose
toanopeninghandwithfivehearts,soyoujumpto4Hwhichbecomesthefinal
contract.
WestleadstheDK.Howwillyou playthehand?
Youhaveoneloserinspades,twoindiamonds,oneinclubsandapossibleloser
inhearts.Onediamondlosercanberuffedindummysoyouwouldliketoavoid
losingatrickintrumps.
YouwintheDAinyourhand,Eastfollowingsuit.Thereisnoreasontopostpone
drawingtrumpssoyouleadtheH3totheace,bothopponentsfollowingsuit,
andleadtheH6fromdummy.Eastfollowswith
theten.Whichcarddoyouplayfromyourhand–thekingorthejack?
Thereisanoldbridgeadage:"eightever,ninenever".Thismeansthatwitheight
cardsmissingthequeenyoushouldalwaysfinessebutwithninecardsyoushould
playforthedrop.Playingforthedropheremeanscashingtheaceandthenthe
kinghopingthatthequeenwillfall.The"eightever"partisgenerallytruebutthe
"ninenever"isabigexaggeration.Withninecardsmissing thequeentheodds
slightlyfavourthedrop,butitisstillclosetoevenmoney.
HereyouknowthatWeststartedwithsevendiamondsandEastmusthave
startedwithonlyone.SoEasthasmuchmoreroominhishandfortheHQthan
West.Becauseofthis youshouldassumethatEasthasthe
HQandplaytheHJfromyourhand.Thejackwinsandyouthendrawthequeen
withtheking.
Nowyoucanleadaclubfromyourhandtowardsthekingandqueenindummy.
IfWesthastheace(veryunlikelyafterhispre-empt),youcandiscardyourspade
loseronaclub.Thatdoesn'tworkhere,sotrythespadefinesse.PlaytheAK,
thenleadasmallonetowardsdummyandinsertthejack.Thisalsofailsherebut
youarestillabletoruffadiamondindummyandmaketentricks.

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH
3D dbl Pass 4H
Pass Pass Pass

Inasuitwithninecardsmissingthequeenitisusualtoplaytheaceandking,
buttheoddschangedramaticallyafteranopponentpre-emptsinanothersuit.
YouareSouth,declarer in4H.

PR.NO.233758 West Singhbhum(20-21):D

Executive Engineer,
Waterways Division No.1, Chakradharpur.

uksV %&fufonk 'kqYd Hkkjrh; LVsV cSad }kjk fuxZr cSad Mª¶V tks dk;Zikyd
vfHk;Urk] tyiFk ize.My la[;k&1] pØ/kjiqj ds i{k esa ,oa pØ/kjiqj esa Hkqxrs;
gks gha Lohdkj fd;k tk;sxkA dk;Z dh izkDdfyr jkf'k ?kV ;k c<+ ldrh gSA
Further details can be seen on website https://jharkhandtenders.gov.in

GGoovveerrnnmmeenntt ooff JJhhaarrkkhhaanndd
WWater Resources Departmentater Resources Department..

Office of the Executive Engineer,Office of the Executive Engineer,
WWaterways Division No.-1. Chakradharpur.aterways Division No.-1. Chakradharpur.

EmailEmail AddrAddress :-ess :- eewwdchak1-cereewwdchak1-cer-jhr@nic.in-jhr@nic.in ewaterwaysdivno1ckp@gmail.comewaterwaysdivno1ckp@gmail.com
Short e-Procurement Notice

Short e-Tender Reference No.:- 01/EE/WWDNO1/
CKP/WRD/SBD-01/2020-21 Dated. 01-10-2020

1. Name of the work

Earth Filling of Dam Slope and Repairing of
Catch Drain, Parapet Wall of Sonua Dam,

Repair of Sonua Left Main Canal and P.C.C.
Lining between 0.6 Km to 1.06 Km and 6.0 Km.
to 6.21Km under Sonua Reservoir Scheme.

2. Estimated Cost (Rs.)
Rs. 4,68,45,400.00/- (Rupees Four Crore

Sixty-Eight Lakhs Fourty- Five Thousand Four
Hundred Only.)

3. Tender Fee & EMD

i. Rs. 10,000/- (Ten Thousand Only.)
and

ii. Rs. 4,69,000.00 (Rupees Four
Lakhs Sixty-Nine Thousand only.)

4. Period of Completion 8 Months /240 Days ¼MSe dk dk;Z izkFkfedrk ds
vk/kkj ij½

5. Date of Publication of Tender
on website 05-10-2020 at 17.00 Hrs.

6.
Date / Time for

download/Upload of bid
documents

From 05-10-2020 to 19-10-2020 at 13.00 Hrs.

7.
Last Date/ Time/ Place for
receipt of Hard Copy of

Tender Fee & EMD

05.10.2020 to 20.10.2020 at 13.00 Hrs.
working day in Executive Engineer,

Waterways Division No.1, Chakradharpur.

8. Date/Place of Bid Opening 21-10-2020 at 17 Hrs. in Executive Engineer,
Waterways Division No.1, Chakradharpur.

9.
Name & address of office

Inviting tender (Procurement
Officer)

Executive Engineer, Waterways Division No.1,
Chakradharpur.

10. Contact no. of Procurement
officer M. No. 9430343497

11. Helpline number of e-
Procurement cell M.No. 9162471448

A»´fIYfÕXe³f BÊ-d³fdUQf Àfc¨f³ff d³f¸³f d³fdUQf¹fZa BÊ-MZ³OdSa¦f IZ ¸ff²¹f¸f ÀfZ dQ³ffaI 19.10.2020
I û A´fSf‰ 2:00 ¶fþZ °fI Af¸fad{°f I e þf°fe W`, dþ³fIZ d³fdUQf ·ff¦f-´fi±f¸f, CÀfe dQ³f Àff¹f
4:30 ¶fþZ JûÕZ þf¹fZ¦fZ :- A»´fI fÕe³f BÊ d³fdUQf Àfa£¹ff-41/dUqI f¹fÊVffÕf ¸faq/¸fZSN/2020-
21 (d³fq¸fcq ÷ q 3,540 (þe.EÀf.Me. ÀfdW°f)Ü ²fSûqSfq ÷ q 46,000} IZ õfSf Egyption
Cotton Tape, ¸ff{f-12000 dI ¦fifq Aqd³fqÀfaq-42 {d³fq¸fcq ÷ q 3,540 (þe.EÀf.Me.
ÀfdW°f)Ü ²fSûqSfq ÷ q 25,000} IZ õfSf (1) Gasket Set made of Rubberized Cork
Sheet (i) for 25-100 KVA T/F, ¸ff{f-35000 Àf`M U (ii) for 250-400 KVA
T/F, ¸ff{f-2000 Àf`M Aqd³fqÀfaq-43 {d³fq¸fcq ÷ q 3,540 (þe.EÀf.Me. ÀfdW°f)Ü ²fSûqSfq
÷ q 24,000} IZ õfSf (1) Neoprene Oil Seals suitbale for (i) LT Side T/F (M-
12), ¸ff{f-50000 ³f¦f (ii) LT Side T/F (M-20), ¸ff{f-6000 ³f¦f, (iii) HT Side
T/F (M-12), ¸ff{f-40000 ³f¦f (2) LT Bushing Rod (brass), ¸ff{f-6000 ³f¦f
Aqd³fqÀfaq-44 {d³fq¸fcq ÷ q 3,540 (þe.EÀf.Me. ÀfdW°f)Ü ²fSûqSfq ÷ q 18,000} IZ õfSf (i)
Niwar Tape, Size 1.25"x40 Mtr. Long, ¸ff{f-5000 dI ¦fifq Aqd³fqÀfaq-45
{d³fq¸fcq ÷ q 1,180 (þe.EÀf.Me. ÀfdW°f)Ü ²fSûqSfq ÷ q 5,000} IZ õfSf Al. Sleeves,
¸ff{f-50000 ³f¦f I e Af´fcd°fÊ Ü d³fdUQf WZ°fb UfadL°f ²fSûWS SfdVf U d³fdUQf Vfb»I (A´fid°fQZ¹f)
I û dU·ff¦fe¹f Jf°fZ ¸fZa þ¸ff I Sf¹fZ þf³fZ EUa d³fdUQf ÀfZ Àf¸¶fd³²f°f A³¹f Àf¸fÀ°f dUÀ°fÈ°f
dUUS¯f/þf³fI fSe/ÀfaVfû²f³f/d°fd±f dUÀ°ffS B°¹ffdQ WZ°fb U`¶fÀffBÊM https://etender.up.nic.in
Õfg¦f B³f I SZaÜ dUôb°f Àf¸¶f³²fe dVfI f¹f°fûa I e Àfc̈ f³ff "1912" ´fS QZaÜ SXfáÑX dWX°f ¸fZa d¶fþÕXe
¶f¨ff¹fZa A²feÃf¯f Ad·f¹f³°ff dUôb°f IYf¹fÊVffÕXf ¸f¯OXÕX, ¸fZSXN,X ´f{faIY 2318/d½f0 IYf¹fÊVffÕXf
¸fa0/¸fZSNX dQ³ffaIY: 01/10/2020

´fd›¸ffä fÕX dUôb°f dU°fSX¯f d³f¦f¸f dÕXq,
dU¢MXûdSX¹ff ´ffIYÊ, ¸fZSXNX

New Delhi



SHIVANINAIK
MUMBAI,OCTOBER3

INDIA'S ELITE swimmerswill nowbeable to
trainwithinthecountryandpreparetoqual-
ify for theOlympics. Earlier, two swimmers
hadbeenpermittedtotraininDubaiandwill
returnbyOctober19,havingexperiencedthe
protocolsfirsthand,whichcouldhelpIndiaset
down its ownpractical guidelines - starting
fromeffectivechlorinationtohowsoontopush
thetopgearintraining.

WhywereIndia'sbestswimmerstraining
inDubaiforthepastmonth?
While the SwimmingFederationof India

was trying for permissions in India, which
came through inUnlock5, India's top swim-
merswerehamstrungasthepandemicraged
onandauthorities remained skeptical about
openingpoolstothelargerpopulationofrecre-
ationalswimmers.Whilemostothercountries
had opened up, theywere not too keen on
invitingforeignswimmersgiventhesituation.
UAEdidopenupvisasfor80countries,paving
thewayfor800mfreestylespecialistKushagra
Rawatandaceback-strokerSrihariNataraj to
head toDubai at a facilitywhere India's na-
tionalcoachPradeepKumarhasatrainingstint

with a local club at a state-of-the-art school
pool.Itwasanassetinsettingdownprotocols.

Whatwerethepre-requisitesof
swimmingpoolsoperatinginDubaithat
canbefollowedinIndia?
Watermaintenanceiscentraltoresuming

trainingforeliteswimmersinIndia.UAE'sgov-
ernment guidelines dictate that chlorinepH
levelsoughttobe7.4/7.6,fora2partspermil-
lionproportionofchlorinetowa-
ter to bemaintained at all times.
Water temperatures ought to be
regulatedat27-28degreesCelsius.
"Rulesneedtobefollowedpoint-
by-pointwith no compromise.
Effectiveness of chlorine levels
wearsoffafteraperiodoftime.So
that can't be allowed to drop,"
coachPradeepsays.Re-chlorinat-
ing regularlywhile checking onpH levels is
mostimportant.

Whataretheriskyareas?
Overcrowdingwill spell ruin, andwhile

poolsclosedforallthesemonthsmayattempt
tomakeup for lockdown losses, the tempta-
tiontoallowmorethanspecifiednumberwill
need to be resisted, even strictly legally en-
forced. Strict protocols for lane discipline -

number of swimmers, direction inwhich to
swim,minimumdistance to bemaintained
will need tobe followed. Forwhile thewater
willgetdisinfected,swimmersdocomeupfor
airandexhale.
"Restrictthenumberofpeople.Checkath-

letes' temperatures before they enter pool.
Sanitisepoolaftereveryuse.Holdinggrills,lad-
ders, change roomsneed tobe sanitised fre-
quently.Showersmustbeavoidedifpossible,"

hesays,addingthatprotocolsfor
before stepping into and after
steppingoutof thepoolon land,
can'tbeemphasizedmore.

Whatprotocolwasfollowed
inDubai?
Coach Pradeep says rules

were non-negotiable at the in-
ternational school facility used

byIndianswimmerstotrain."Thermaltests
weredonetocheckforanysymptoms.Even
0.01riseintemperaturesawswimmerskept
inanisolationroomandbeingre-testedwith
thermalscannersafter10minutes,"hesaid.
Therewere two levels of this thermal test-
ing - one by school authorities and one by
poolgatekeepingstaff. Sanitiserswereused
freelyandmaskwascompulsorytill justbe-
foreentering thepool.

Whatprecautionsshouldreturningelite
swimmerstakeintermsoftheirphysical
conditioning?
Younever forget toswim,butelite swim-

mers sure lose the 'feel.' "It canhappenwith
someswimmersthatevenafterthe50thday,
theydon't regain that catch, grip, resistance,
pull-of-water rhythmsmoothly. Onepart is
rhythm, another is technique of the stroke.
Some swimmersmighthavegainedweight,
which reduces feel too.Youdon't get thedis-
tance inonestroke, fatiguesets inquick.Elite
swimmersmight be in some level ofmini-
mumfitness, butwater conditioningwill be
backtosquareone,"thecoachsaid.

Whatabout India's topswimmers?
Someone like Kushagra Rawat

(400m/800freestyle)needsmuchmoreaer-
obictrainingandSrihariNataraj(200metres
backstroke) will take longer to reach opti-
mumfitness.UnlikeasprinterlikeVirdhawal
Khade, whowill find it quicker. Kushagra
mightbedoing20times100mfreestylewith
70 seconds per lap in a normal season. But
whenstarting,I'dgivehim100seconds,then
90andbuild itgraduallytobringtheaerobic
levelup.Therearehugelossesinaerobiccon-
ditioning, similar to a 400metre/800 track
runner,Pradeepexplains.

MANETESTSPOSITIVEFORCOVID-19
Liverpool forward Sadio Mane has become the second player to contract
the coronavirus at the English Premier League champions this week.
Mane, who scored in a 3-1 victory over Arsenal on Monday, will miss
Sunday's game against Aston Villa. Midfielder Thiago Alcantara is also
out of the game after contracting COVID-19. AP

Delhi routine
Capitals survivescareagain, this timeagainstKKR; Iyer’sknockthedifference

SHAMIKCHAKRABARTY
OCTOBER3

KOLKATAKNIGHT Riders outscoredDelhi
Capitals in the Powerplay. But theywereup
against a record chase andDC tightened the
screwsthemiddleovers,whicheventuallydid
the job for them. Eoin Morgan threw the
kitchensinktowardstheendandRahulTripathi
playedabrillianthand.Intheend,though,chas-
ing229towin,KKRwentdownby18runs.

Iyer’snight
PrithviShawscoredanexcellenthalf-cen-

tury,RishabhPantplayedalovelylittlecameo,
but if fanswere allowed inside the stadium,
ShreyasIyerwouldhavemadethemdancein
theaislesatSharjah,toparaphraseTonyGreig.
DC ran riot afterbeing sent in. Since themid-
1980s, Sharjah has always been a chasing
ground,withbatting-friendlypitchesandshort
boundaries.Thevenuehasliveduptoitsbilling
inthisIPLalso.ShikharDhawanandShawput
ona56-runopeningpartnershipbeforetheim-
pressiveVarunChakravarthy,whobowledtwo
oversinsidethePowerplay,dismissedtheleft-
hander. Shawcarriedonandscoredhis sixth
IPLhalf-century.Iyer’s38-ball88notout,with
seven fours and six sixes, oozedculturedag-
gression.IyerandPantadded72runsoff31balls
forthethirdwicket.

Nortje complements
AnrichNortjecleanedupSunilNarineinthe

secondoverduringKKR’schase,butShubman
Gill andNitishRanaweregoing strong.Amit
Mishra put the handbrake on after the
Powerplay and removedGill. AndreRussell
cameandIyerintelligentlybroughtbackKagiso
Rabada. The South African neutralised the
threat,andasDineshKarthikcameinaheadof
Morgan,theDCcaptainusedupHarshalPatel,
whoremovedRana (58) andKarthikoff con-
secutivedeliveries toputKKRunder serious
pressure.NortjereturnedtodismissCummins
andthengotthebigoneofMorgan,whenthe
Englandwhite-ballcaptain’sblitzwasthreaten-
ingtotakethegameaway.
BRIEFSCORES:DelhiCapitals228/4in20

overs(SIyer88*,PShaw66,RPant38;ARussell
2/28) beatKolkataKnightRiders210/8 in20
overs(NRana58,EMorgan44;ANortje3/33,
HPatel2/34)by18runs

Playingtonight:MIvsSRH,3.30pm,
KXIPvsCSK7:30pm;StarSportsNetwork

CaptainShreyas Iyerscoreda38-ball88topropelDelhi toatotalof 228/4againstKKR inSharjahonSaturday.BCCI/IPL

SYNOPSIS
Iyer’s night at Sharjah.Nortje
complements.

THEMIAMIHeatplayedbetterthan
theirGame1showinganditstill
wasn’tenoughastheywentdown
114-124togo0-2inthe2020NBA
FinalstoLeBronJamesandAnthony
Davis’LosAngelesLakersatDisney
WorldinOrlando.BothLeBron(33)
andDavis(32)combinedfor65
pointsinthewinwhileHeat’sJimmy
Butlerhad25points,13rebounds
andrightassistsintheloss.

A tussle for FinalsMVP
Foralltalkofwherethisseriesis

going,it’sstartingtolooklikethereal
competitionisforwhowillbethe
FinalsMVP.BothAnthonyDavisand
LeBronJamesareneck-and-neckin
therace,especiallyconsideringthe
dutiestheyhavetakenupforthe
Lakers.Jamessecureda33-point
neartripledoublewithninerebou-
ndsandnineassistsbutDaviswas
notfarbehindwith32pointsand14
rebounds.Whatdifferentiatedthe
twothoughwasDavistaking
defensiveresponsibilityforthe
Heat’sbestplayerinJimmyButler.

Volume drowns efficiency
If therewasagamethatwould

breaktheHeat’sback,itwouldhave
beenGame2.Miamiwere50.7%
from2s,40.7%from3sand91.2%
fromthefreethrowline.Howmany
teamscanachievea50-40-90statin
anNBAFinalsgameandstill lose?
Simplyput,Miami’sefficiencywas
onpointbuttheirvolumewasn’t.
TheHeatattempted26fewershots
thantheLakersandonanoverall
made13shotsfewerthanthe
Lakers.ThelossofMiami'sdefensive
fulcrumBamAdebayotoinjuryin
thefirstgamehashurtthem.

Faltering defence
AreasonfortheLakersoffense

managingtogetbyvolumeand
three-pointshooting(attempted47,
made16)intheNBAFinalssimply
comesdowntoMiami’s
misfortunes.TheLakers’greatest
scoringthreatisAnthonyDavisand
withnoBamAdebayoinGame2to
guardhim,thefour-timeAll-NBA
FirstTeamplayertooktheHeat
apart.Davismade15-20shotswith
mostofthemcomingdirectlyunder
thebasketandonlyoneofthose
shotsbeingathree-pointer.Myers
LeonardandKellyOlynykweremost
definitelynottheanswerstothe
questionsthatDaviskeptputtingup.
Heat’sTylerHerromightbethe
youngestplayerinhistorytoplayin
theNBAFinals,butit’stoughto
fathomhowtherookiecandefend
playerswithlengthinthepaint.
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Royals hardly a challenge for Bangalore

SANDIPG
OCTOBER3

Asthetournamentisunfolding,allthemiss-
ing blocks in the puzzle are picking them-
selves for Royal Challengers Bangalore.
DevduttPadikkalandYuzvendraChahalcon-
tinued their impressive start to the season,
while Virat Kohli rediscovered his touch as
hissideevisceratedRajasthanRoyalsbyeight
wickets to log in their thirdvictory.

Princely Padikkal
Ofall themagnificentstrokesatDevdutt

Padikkal’sdisposal—andhehasafullquiver
—thecutstandsoutforitssheermajesty. It’s
almost Caribbean in its nonchalance, in the
insouciancewithwhich the tall left-hander
picks theball, getson topof thebounceand
dismisses it in front of point. It’s a blend of
velvetandpower.
Hisvertical-batstrokesaregorgeous,but

it’s those with the horizontal blade that
makehimnotonlyexcitingtowatchbutalso
mark him out for the future. The height
helps, so does the youngster’s gliding feet,
soft hands and amindbristlingwith confi-
denceandenergy.
EquallyinstructiveofPadikkal’ssumptu-

ousgamewasanudgepastshortfine-legfor
aboundary.TheJofraArcherdeliverywasnot
short enough to be pulled, was quick and
climbing onto him, butwith nothingmore
than a gentle twirl of hiswrists, he nudged
theball off hiships foraboundary.
Just the second delivery he faced, he

creamed the experienced Jaydev Unadkat
over square leg,by just swayingabit to the
off-side to get under the ball and propel it
to the intended destination. A ball later
whenthebowlererredontheshorter side,
Padikkal unleashed a front-foot pull, a la
Yuvraj Singh in his pomp.
With his third half-century in four in-

nings,he’shurriedly ticking theboxes that
could parachute him into international
limelight.His fluencyalsoaffordedtimefor
Kohli to restore some form.

Royal Kohli
SucharethehighstandardsthatKohlihas

set for himself that three ordinary outings

were enough to rake up doubts about his
form.Butnormal servicewas restoredwith
apugnaciousknock,his firsthalf-centuryof
this campaign. The setting was perfect -
nearly pressure-less as theywere chasing a
middlingtargetandPadikkalwaspounding
the runs - for the RCB skipper to get some
time in themiddle.
Unlikeinthepreviousoutings,Kohlidid-

n’t look to impose himself on the bowlers,
but waited for them to drop short or bowl
too full. He essayed somegorgeous strokes,
noneperhapsmoreeye-catchingas theoff-
drive off Tom Curran or the six over extra-
coveroff RiyanParag.
Hehad a terrific day as a captain too.He

introducedleg-spinnerChahalstraightaway
when Sanju Samsonwalked in, and it bore
instant result, as the batsman tried a casual
drive and spooned a return catch. Chahal
picked twomore, as theRoyals creakedbe-
fore they were resuscitated by Mahipal
Lomror’s 47 and a 40-run blitz by Rahul
Tewatia and Archer. But 154was not ade-
quate toeventestRCB’sdetermination.
BRIEFSCORES:RajasthanRoyals154/6

in 20 overs (M Lomror 47; Y Chahal 3/24, I
Udana 2/41) lost to Royal Challengers
Bangalore158/2in19.1overs(VKohli72*,D
Padikkal63;Archer1/18)by8wickets

SYNOPSIS

PrincelyPadikkal and regalKohli
decide thebattle of theRoyals.

Player informs
ACU after
suspicious
approach
DEVENDRAPANDEY
MUMBAI,OCTOBER3

A INDIAN Premier League player has re-
ported a suspicious approach by a person
knowntohim.Theplayerwhenaskedtodi-
vulgeteam-informationthroughsocialme-
dia on Friday informed the BCCI's Anti-
CorruptionUnitofficial inUAE.
TheACUchiefAjitSinghShekhawatcon-

firmed the development to The Indian
Expressthoughhedidn’tdivulgetheplayer’s
franchise. He said it could be related to bet-
ting and said that the ACUwill record the
player’s statement soon. "The player knows
the person, and the good part is that the
player still came forward to informus that a
knownpersonhascontactedhimtogetsome
information.Probably, thepersonwantedto
placebets,"Shekhawattoldthisnewspaper.
The ACU chief said theywill record the

statement and start their investigation. "It
(approach)wasdone through socialmedia.
Therewas some personwhomhe (player)
knew. He asked for some information and
the player immediately said no. The player
founditsuspiciousand informedthistothe
teammanagement.Weweretheninformed
aboutit.Wewill investigateitaswehavere-
ceived thecomplaint,” Shekhawatsaid.
As per procedure the board ACU has

askedtheplayertosubmitallproofsandfur-
nishdetailsof theaccusedperson.
The ACU wing had conducted online

seminars for the player and officials before
the tournament started pre-IPL seminar.
Theywere told that actionwould be taken
againstthemif theydidn’treportanysuspi-
ciousactivitytotheACU. Thethreeteamsof
anti-corruption officials are stationed at
Dubai, SharjahandAbuDhabi.
Prior to the start of the tournament, the

ACUhadspokenaboutthepossibleattempts
throughonline.“Theotherpartissocialme-
dia etc. throughwhich people try tomake
contactandcommunicate,thatwe'llhaveto
takecareof,”ShekhawathadtoldReuters in
August."Peopledotrytomakeinnocentcon-
tacts also. But under the garb of friendship
orasafan,therecouldbeanoddchaptrying
to explore things. Monitoring social media
does not requiremuchmanpower.We'll be
takinghelp fromprofessionalsalso."
The IPLwashit by spot-fixing scandal in

2013,which led to two-year suspensions for
theChennai andRajasthan franchises. It trig-
geredtheinvolvementoftheSupremeCourtof
thecountrywhichorderedreformsintheBCCI.

DEVENDRAPANDEY
MUMBAI,OCTOBER3

“DIDYOUseehowhehit a sixwitha sweep
shot andnext ball, he chose toplay it late to
thirdman. That showed howmatch-aware
andcalculativehe is," says the coachSanjay
Rastogi, a dayafterhis studentPriyamGarg
scored amatch-winning 51 from 26 balls
that pulled Hyderabad Sunriers out of the
holeagainstChennaiSuperKings.Theinning
of highmaturity that received high praise
from experts could prove to be a break-
throughknock for the19-year-old.
ButnothingaboutGary's knock surprises

Rastogi.Theunflusteredtemperamentthatsoa-
kedupthepressurethatmusthaveescalatedaf-
terKaneWilliamson’sannoyingcryof ‘C’mon
boy!’ at amix-up, the impeccable shot-selec-
tionortheawarenesstomanoeuvrethefield.

Rastogiturnsindulgentandveersthetalk
to multiplication tables. In an endearing
Indianway,whererecitingmultiplicationta-
bles isconsideredahallmarkofakid's intel-
ligence, Rastogi talks up Garg’s skills. Even
here, though, Garg genuinely stands out.
“You can ask him any table, hewill tell you
inoneflow.Onceduringunder-15selection,
a selector (who was told of Garg’s skills)
askedhimtorecitethetableof38and67,and
Garganswered it correctly. The selectorput
twotickmarksbesidehisname-oneforhis
battingandotherforhiseducation,"Rastogi
recalls. “Notmany cricketers are educated
butPriyamisgoodat studies too."
On Friday, Garg added 77 runs in seven

overswithhisfriendAbhishekSharmatoen-
able Sunrisers Hyderabad recover from the
depthsof69for4tothematchwinning164.
Rastogi says he has witnessedmany such
gameswhereGarghasovercomeobstacles.

“Heisjust19buthehasthemindsetofsome-
one inhis50's.He is verymatured.”Rastogi
points out Garg’s ability to focus as the key
strength. "His focus is tremendous; he is a
natural player. Hehas extra time toplayhis
shotsascompared to theothers.”

Practice under lockdown
Garg trained at his village Quila

Prikshitgarh, 20 kilometres fromMeerut in
UttarPradeshduringthelockdown.Notjust
Garg but players like Bhuvneshwar Kumar
and theleg-spinnerKarnSharmatoowould
dropinatthepracticesessionsconductedby
Rastogi. "Luckily the administrationwasn't
thatstricthere,sowemanagedtoplayprac-
tice games in Victoria Park.We didmatch
simulationandif anyplayercouldnotreach
thesettarget,hehadtobuyeveryoneaglass
of juice!”Rastogi says.
Garg remembers the dayswhen his fa-

therusedtosellmilkfromdoortodoordur-
ing the day and slip a Rs 10 note to him at
night so that he could travel toMeerut for
cricket nets. Then, there were days when
moneywas tight andGargwould travel on
theroofofbusestopursuehisdream.During
thoselonelyjourneys,thebuddingbatsman

wouldwonderwhetherhewouldevermake
enoughmoney tohelphis father.
“My father didmost of thehardwork, he

didalltheoddjobsthatyoucanimagine…sell-
ingmilk, driving school vans, loading goods,
he ensured that I got a good life. Hewent
throughallthatjusttoseemebecomeacrick-
eteroneday.HetookmetoMeerutandmade
surethatIgotintoadecentacademy,”Garghad
said in an interaction before last year’s U-19
WorldCupwherehecaptainedIndia.
At the age of 15, Garg used to bat against

bowlers like Praveen Kumar and
Bhuvneshwar,whowereplaying for India. It
wasinthosesessionsthathereallyimpressed
thecoachwithhismaturity,game-awareness
and courage like standingwell outside the
creasetonegotiatetheswingofBhuvneshwar.
NowRastogiawaitsthedaywhenGargbreaks
thejinxofMeerutbybecomingthefirstbats-
manfromthecitytoplayfor India.

A calculative cricketer who knows his multiplication table

PRIYAMGARG.BCCI/IPL

How infection risk can be reduced for swimmers
REUTERS
PARIS,OCTOBER3

TUNISIA'SONSJabeurbecamethefirstArab
woman to reach the fourth round of the
FrenchOpen as she beat eighth seedAryna
Sabalenka7-6(7)2-66-3onSaturday.
The 30th seed displayed her trademark

court craft to undermine Sabalenka's raw
power as she surpassed her previous best
thirdroundshowingatRolandGarrosin2017.
Sabalenkasaved threesetpointsat5-6 in

the first set, then led5-1 in tiebreak,butase-
ries of unforced errors allowed26-year-old
Jabeurtosnatchit.Jabeur'sleveldippedinthe
faceofsomefierceSabalenkahittingasthesec-
ondsetslippedawayinlittleover20minutes.
But the Tunisian, who became the first

ArabwomantoreachaGrandSlamquarter-
final in Australia this year, re-grouped and
forged3-0aheadinthedecidingset.Shealso
had points for a 4-0 lead, but Belarusian
Sabalenkauppedherintensityandthedeci-
bels tokeepherself incontention.
Sabalenkasavedthreematchpointsat2-

5, then had a break point in the next game.
But Jabeur remained composed as she
broughtupamatchpointandshowedgreat

touch to angle away a short forehand, then
sealing thewinwitha first serve.
Jabeur, who made her debut in the

world's top 50 this year, said the key to her
winwas staying calm andweathering the
storm."Todaywasaboutstayingcalm, tobe
honest. She was screaming, like fighting
everypoint,screaminginsomeveryimpor-
tantpoints. Especiallywhenshegotbackat
6-6,"theTunisiansaid."Before,maybeIgave
uptooearly.Even like todayat5-1(downin
the tiebreak), probably the oldmewould
have given that up. I'm progressing, I'm
growingupasaperson."

Miami find no
answers to
LA Lakers’
scoring spree

LeBronJames isacontender to
benamedtheFinalsMVP.AP

Jabeur becomes first Arab woman
to reach Round 4 of French Open

Tunisia’sOns Jabeurdefeatedeighth
seedArynaSabalenka7-6(7)2-66-3.
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