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DIPANKARGHOSE
BHAGALPUR,MUNGER,
LAKHISARAI,OCTOBER28

ONWEDNESDAYmorning, the
primaryschoolatMaheshivillage
in Bhagalpur's Sultanpur con-
stituency seemed like a parallel
universe.Around10.45am,aBSF
officerwavedDularinDeviinside,
towards twomaskedwomen,
onewithahand-heldthermome-
ter, the other with a packet of
gloves. Shewasaskedtosanitise
herhands, casther vote anddis-
cardtheglovesinthedustbin.
But then came the question

thatmany voters had been ask-
ing, oftenmockingly, since vot-
ingbeganhere in the first phase

oftheBiharassemblypolls—the
firstelectioninthecountrysince
theCovidoutbreak.“Basissschool
meinhicoronahai?Baharbazaar
mein toh bheed hai (Does the

coronavirusexistonlyinsidethis
school? There is a crowd in the
marketoutside),”Devi,28, said.
As 71 seats went to polls

Wednesdaywithprovisionalfig-

uresmarking a turnout of 54.26
percent—marginallylowerthan
54.75percentforthesameseats
last time — there is a surreal
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Overruling own
decisions, Baghel
govt spares Tatas
Rs 200 cr penalty

GARGIVERMA
RAIPUR,OCTOBER28

OVERRULING THE decisions of
two IAS officerswhowere suc-
cessive CEOs of the key nodal
agencyforaRs3,057-crorerural
broadbandproject, theBhupesh
Baghel-led Congress govern-
ment in Chhattisgarh decided

not to deduct
Rs 200 crore in
penaltiesithadim-

posed on Tata Projects Ltd for
twicenotmeeting itsdeadline.
Thispenaltywasasperterms

of the agreement between the
companyandthestateanditsim-
positionwasadecisionratifiedby
aChiefSecretary-ledcommittee,
recordsinvestigatedbyTheIndian
Expresshavefound.

That’snotall—thestategov-
ernment also refunded a
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BUSINESS AS USUAL

BYUNNY

ACommonServiceCentre in
Korbadistrictawaits fibre
internetconnectionunder
BharatNetPhaseII.GargiVerma

SHUBHAJITROY
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER28

IN A rare move, India on
Wednesday came out in sup-
port of France's President
Emmanuel Macron, whom
Pakistan and Turkey have tar-
getedforstronglydefendingthe

Frenchpeople's
right to free-
domof expres-
sion.
New Delhi

joined major
Europeancoun-
tries in con-
demning the
personalattacks
against the Fre-
nchPresident.
On October

16, an 18-year-old Chechen
refugeeinFrancebeheadeda47-
year-old schoolteacher, Samuel
Paty, days after Paty had shown
caricatures of the Prophet to his
students.
Condemning the murder,

Macronsaid:“Wewillcontinue…
Wewilldefendthe freedomthat
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VOTING IN71SEATS, ECTHANKSVOTERS

Virusshieldslips
inseveralbooths
across3districts

Thermalscanningbeingcarriedoutatapollingbooth in
Paliganj, inBiharonWednesday.AP

India slams
Turkey, Pak
for attacks
on Macron

MANOJCG
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER28

THEDEFENCEMinistry has ob-
jected to a visit by Parliament's
Public Accounts Committee
(PAC)toLehnextmonthtostudy
the working conditions of sol-
diers deployed in forward loca-
tions in thehighaltitudeareas.
In a letter sent on

Wednesday,theMinistrysaid“it
may not be advisable” for the
MPs to visit, given the standoff
with China along the Line of
ActualControl (LAC).
In another letter sent only a

day earlier, however, the
Ministry hadmade nomention
of suchconcerns.
The PAC, headed by the

Congress leader in Lok Sabha
Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury, had
last month got clearance from
SpeakerOmBirlatovisitLadakh
tomeet thesoldiers.
The PACwanted to visit Leh
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Parliament
panel wanted
to visit Leh,
Defence says
‘not advisable’

PRABHARAGHAVAN
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER28

THEMANAGINGdirectorofone
of India's top private diagnostic
labs has said that government
authoritiesinsomedistrictshave
been trying to “control” the
process of testing for the novel
coronavirus in order to show a
“better scorecard”.
“Eventhoughtestinghasbeen

openedup,thegovernmentisstill

controllingprivate centre testing
at district levels. It is happening
moretodaythanbefore.Wehave
beentoldnottopickupsamplesin
manydistricts indifferent states,
claiming thatwe are reporting
false positives,” A Velumani,
founderandmanagingdirectorof
Thyrocare Technologies, told The
IndianExpress.
Thyrocare is among the top

five diagnostic centres in the
country,andhasbeencollecting

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

BASHAARATMASOOD
SRINAGAR,OCTOBER28

IN A coordinated action target-
ingactivists,NGOsandnewsor-
ganisations based in J&K, the
National Investigation Agency
(NIA)saidWednesdaythatithas
conducted searches at ten loca-
tionsinSrinagarandBandipora,
andoneinBengaluru,inconnec-

tionwith a case of funds being
raisedfrom“Indiaandabroadin

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

‘Fund diversion’: NIA
raids activists, journalists
in J&K, triggers outrage

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER28

INDIA'SBANKINGsectorisatthe
centreof apushtoget theecon-
omy back on track, working to
easestressonborrowersandsta-
bilise the financial system, after
arecordGDPcontractionof23.9
percent in the Junequarter.
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All eyes on economy,
Uday Kotak is guest at
Express e-Adda today

THEPOINTof testingmore
is toensurethatCovid-19
casesaredetectedandcon-
tainedintime.TheCentre
andstatesmust investigate
theallegationandtakecor-
rectiveaction, if needed.
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Some districts trying to control
the testing for Covid: top pvt lab

Emmanuel
Macron
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LittleCovideffect asover54%
comeout tovote inBiharPhase I

TOMORROW
ALOCALVENDOR’S
ASSURANCEONPENALTY

PART-1

New Delhi
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Macron
you taught sowell andwewill
bring secularism.” France, the
Presidentsaid,would“notgiveup
cartoons,drawings,evenifothers
backdown”.
In response, Turkey's

PresidentRecepTayyipErdogan
accusedMacron of running an
anti-Islamicagenda,andsaidthe
French President needed a
“mentalhealthcheck”.
Pakistan’s Prime Minister

Imran Khan said Macron was
encouraginganti-Muslimsenti-
mentsandprovokingMuslims;
Iran and Saudi Arabia con-
demnedthecartoons.
In an official statement, the

Ministryof ExternalAffairs said
onWednesday: “We strongly
deplore the personal attacks in
unacceptable language on
PresidentEmmanuelMacronin
violationof themostbasicstan-
dardsof internationaldiscourse.
Wealsocondemnthebrutalter-
rorist attack that took the life of
a French teacher in a gruesome
manner that has shocked the
world.Weofferourcondolences
to his family and the people of
France.
“There is no justification for

terrorism for any reason or un-
deranycircumstance.”
India's statement comes a

day before Foreign Secretary
HarshVardhanShringla'ssched-
uled October 29-November 4
visittoFrance,Germanyandthe
UnitedKingdom.
While France has seen re-

peatedviolentincidentsaround
caricaturesandcartoonsthatare
deemed offensive, it is unusual
for New Delhi to wade into a
controversyover religion inan-
othercountry.
In January2015,after theat-

tack on Charlie Hebdo journal-
ists and cartoonists, the MEA
spokespersonhadsaid“wehave
vociferouslycondemnedthesit-
uation”, and then External
AffairsMinister SushmaSwaraj
hadwritten to her counterpart
Laurent Fabius. “We are on the
sideof thosewhocondemnthis
barbaric incident,” the
spokespersonhadsaid.
Earlier inMarch 2006, con-

troversyover thepublicationof
cartoons depicting the Prophet
inaDanishdailyhad forced the
cancellation of PrimeMinister
Anders Fogh Rasmussen's
scheduledsix-dayvisit to India.
Followingwidespread protests
over the cartoons, New Delhi
had conveyed to Copenhagen
that this was not the “optimal
time” for thevisit.
NewDelhi has close strate-

gic ties with France, especially
onissuesofmutualinterestfrom
counter-terrorism to defence,
and nuclear to space. Prime
MinisterNarendraModi shares
a personal rapport with
PresidentMacron, who had in-
vited thePMto theG-7 leaders'
summit inBiarritz lastyear.
France has been extremely

supportive of India at the UN
SecurityCouncilonKashmirand
Pakistan-sponsored terrorism,
among other issues. The two
countries have a close coopera-
tiononclimatechange,andhave
formed the International Solar
Alliance.
Following Wednesday's

statementby theMEA, France's
AmbassadortoIndiaEmmanuel
LenainpostedonTwitter:Thank
you @MEAIndia. France and
India can always count on each
other inthefightagainst terror-
ism.”

India's vocal support for
Macroncouldalsohavebeenin-
fluenced by the fact that the
chargeagainstthePresidenthas
beenledbyTurkeyandPakistan,
twocountries thathaverepeat-
edlyattackedIndiaoverJammu
andKashmirandallegedhuman
rightsviolations.
European leaders have ral-

lied aroundMacron and criti-
cized attacks on him, particu-
larly fromTurkey.

Steffen Seibert, the
spokesman for Germany's
Chancellor Angela Merkel has
said:“Theyaredefamatorycom-
ments that are completely un-
acceptable, particularly against
the backdrop of the horrific
murder of the French teacher
Samuel Paty by an Islamist fa-
natic.”
Dutch PrimeMinisterMark

Rutte tweeted: “President
Erdogan’s words addressing
President Emmanuel Macron
are unacceptable,” adding that
the Netherlands stood “for the
freedom of speech and against
extremismandradicalism.”
Italian Prime Minister

Giuseppe Conte tweeted:
“Personal insults don’t help the
positiveagendatheEUwantsto
havewithTurkeybutpushesso-
lutions furtheraway.”
France, Germany, and the

UK,countries towhichShringla
is headed, are all strategic part-
ners of NewDelhi, and nations
withwhom India has close and
well-establishedrelations.
Shringlawillreviewbilateral

relationsanddiscussmattersof
mutualinterestandshareIndian
perspectives with his counter-
parts andwith other key inter-
locutors. He will also interact
withbusinesspersons,academ-
ics, intellectualsandmediaper-
sonsinthesethreecountries.He
will discuss international coop-
eration in dealingwith the on-
going pandemic and its conse-
quences.
“India's relations with

France, Germany and UK are
built on a foundation of shared
democratic values and are in-
formedbyacommonalityof in-
terest in issues such as sustain-
able development and climate
change. Indiahas very substan-
tial trade and commercial ties
andlargeinvestmentflowswith
thesecountries.Indiaalsoworks
closely with these countries in
multilateral and plurilateral
platformsonvariousissues,”the
MEAsaid.
“Indianprioritiessuchasro-

bustandreformedmultilateral-
ism, its expandedmultilateral
and plurilateral engagements
including its forthcoming non-
permanenttenureintheUnited
NationsSecurityCouncil,andits
commitmenttoafree,openand
inclusiveIndo-Pacificwillbedis-
cussed,” it said.

Parliament panel
since it is examining a CAG re-
portwhichhadearlier this year
saidthatthetroopsstationedin
areas like Siachen and Ladakh
facedanacuteshortageofhigh-
altitude clothing and equip-
ment, including snow goggles,
because of delays in procure-
ment.
ThePAChadinitiallydecided

to visit Ladakh on October 28
and 29. But someMPs on the
panel sought a change in dates,
citingtheAssemblyelections in
Bihar, by-elections in Gujarat
andMadhya Pradesh, and the
prevailingCovid-19situation.
ThePACthenreviseditsplan,

and decided to visit Leh from
November 8 to 10, instead. It
sent therevisedschedule to the
DefenceMinistry,Army,andLok
Sabhasecretariat.
ButtheDefenceMinistryhas

informedthePACthatitmaynot
beadvisabletovisitLadakhnow,
since the Army is fully engaged
withthesituationontheborder.
“The present situationwith

soldiersfrombothsidesinclose
proximity; all officers andmen
areinvolvedinensuringfullpre-
paredness, toprevent anyesca-
lation in the situation.
Accordingly,itmaynotbeadvis-
able for such adelegation com-
prisingVVIPstovisitLeh,Ladakh
atthisjuncture.Afreshdatewill
beintimatedasandwhenthere
is some disengagement on the
ground,” a letter dated October
28 from the Department of
Military Affairs (DMA) of the
MinistryofDefencesaid.
TheDMAisheadedbyChief

of Defence Staff Gen Bipin
Rawat.
Interestingly, a letter from

the DMA just a day earlier had
not objected to theMPs' visit.
Thisfirstletter,datedOctober27,
mentioned inputs obtained
fromtheArmyHeadquartersre-
gardingweather and tempera-
ture. It said while the weather
“appears to be clear”, tempera-
tures during the period of the
visit could be in the range of 2
degreesandminus10degreesat
Leh, and that the members
would require acclimatisation
when travelling to forward ar-
eas.
Based on these inputs, the

visitis“consideredfeasible”pro-
vided theweather is stable, the
letter said.
According to theearlier itin-

erary, theMPswere to have in-
formal discussionswith repre-
sentatives of the Defence
MinistryandtheNorthernArmy
CommandinLehon“provision-
ing, procurement and issue of
high altitude clothing, equip-
ment, ration and housing” on
the first day of the visit. The
panelwas supposed to visit the
Defence Institute of High
AltitudeResearch(DIHAR)ofthe
DRDO in Leh, and thenmake a
fieldvisit toa forwardarea.

NIA raids
thenameofcharitableactivities”
andallegedlyused“forcarrying
out secessionist and separatist
activities in J&K”.
The locations thatwere tar-

geted included the offices of
JammuandKashmirCoalitionof
Civil Society (JKCCS), English
dailyGreater Kashmir andNGO
Athrout—andtheresidencesof
leadingactivists,includingJKCCS
coordinatorKhurramParvez.
The action drew sharp criti-

cismfrompoliticalleadersinthe
Valley, with PDP chief
MehboobaMuftidescribingitas
a “vicious crackdown on free-
domofexpression”andPeoples
ConferencepresidentSajadLone
sayingthat the“raidsaddtothe
environmentof fear”.
The Kashmir Editors’ Guild

(KEG)condemnedtheraidsand
said that the local media “con-
tinues to get targeted, de-
monised,villifiedandraidedby
boththestateandnon-stateac-
tors...”
The NIA said in a statement

thatit“conductedsearchesat10
locations in Srinagar &
Bandipora (J&K) and 1 location
inBangaloreinconnectionwith
a case pertaining to certain so-
called NGOs and Trusts raising
funds in Indiaandabroad inthe
nameofcharitableactivitiesand

then using those funds for car-
ryingoutsecessionistandsepa-
ratist activities in J&K”.
The agency claimed that

“several incriminating docu-
ments and electronic devices
havebeenseized.”
It said that the raids were

part of a case registered on
October8,basedon“crediblein-
formationthatcertainNGOsand
Trusts are collecting funds do-
mestically and abroad through
so-calleddonationandbusiness
contributions,etc., andarethen
utilising these funds for seces-
sionist andterrorist activities in
J&K”.
Among the entities raided

wasJKCCS,afederationofrights
groups and activists in J&K that
was founded in2000byParvez
Imroz. Its coordinatorKhurram
Parvez, whose residence was
searched, also serves as
Chairman of Asian Federation
Against Involuntary
Disappearances(AFAD)andwas
recipient of the 2006 Reebok
Human Rights Award. Parvez
had lost his leg in a landmine
while monitoring the 2004
Parliamentaryelections.
Theagencyalsosearchedthe

residences of Parvez Ahmad
Matta,aJKCCSoffice-bearer,and
Parveena Ahanger, chairperson
of the Association of Parents of

Disappeared Persons (APDP)
whowon the 2017 Rafto Prize
forHumanRights.
The residence of journalist

Parvez Bukhari, whoworks for
thewire service Agence France
Presse (AFP),was also searched
with the NIA describing him as
“anassociate”of Parvez.
TheNIAsaiditsraidsalsofo-

cusedonGreaterKashmirTrust,
which was founded after the
2014 floods and is affiliated to
GK Communications, which
runs Greater Kashmir and the
Urdu daily Kashmir Uzma.
Greater Kashmir founder and
owner Fayaz Ahmad Kaloo had
beensummonedby theagency
lastyear.
NIA officers also raided the

office of Athrout, which is a
prominentcharitablegroupthat
runsadialysiscentreinSrinagar
and a fleet of ambulances, and
providesmedicineatdiscounted
rates. The NGO has been active
in tackling the Covid outbreak
anddonatedsixportableventi-
lators to the Shere Kashmir
Institute of Medical Sciences
(SKIMS).
Inastatementpostedonso-

cial media, Athrout said: “We
wouldliketoinformallourwell
wishers that NIA visited our
Head office today. They had a
fewqueriesregardingourwork-

ing,whichwere asked in a very
friendly & professionalmanner
& all the required details were
provided accordingly & trans-
parently.” It saidthat its “opera-
tionswill continueasnormal”.
Reactingtotheraids, former

chiefministerMehboobaMufti
postedonTwitter:“NIAraidson
human rights activist Khurram
Parvez&GreaterKashmiroffice
inSrinagarisyetanotherexam-
ple of GOIs vicious crackdown
onfreedomofexpression&dis-
sent.Sadly,NIAhasbecomeBJP's
pet agency to intimidate &
browbeat those who refuse to
fall in line.”
Peoples Conference

President Sajad Lone said: “NIA
raidsaddto theenvironmentof
fear. GK essentiallywas one in-
stitutionwhichstruggleditsway
to the top. The institution now
stareshelplesslyasfearandslan-
der take over. Hoping against
hope that sanityprevails.”
The Kashmir Editors’ Guild

said: “ThoughNIA said that the
raid was on GK Trust, GK
Management said the investi-
gatingagencycheckedthecom-
puters and took away the hard
disks...KEGexpressesitsconcern
over themounting costs of be-
ing a journalist in Kashmir. It
hopes that Kashmir media is
permitted to functionwithout
hasslesandhurdles.”

Covid testing
samples in several high Covid-
19 caseload states including
Maharashtra, Karnataka, Tamil
Nadu, Bihar, West Bengal,
JammuandKashmir,Jharkhand,
Uttar Pradesh, Delhi, and
Uttarakhand.
“Around 2,000 of our sam-

ples are reduced every day
across at least 100 districts be-
causeof this,andoneof themo-
tivations isobviously theydon't
really want to show a higher
positivity scorecard. Theywant
to show a better scorecard,”
Velumani said.
Thyrocare has been facing

this problem in 30 per cent of
the districts it collects samples
from, Velumani said. He de-
clined to name the districts
where lab staff were allegedly
being toldverbally to limit test-
ing.
Ameera Shah,managing di-

rector of diagnostic chain
Metropolis Healthcare, under-
lined the crucial importance of
testing at this stage of the pan-
demicinIndia.“Themorewein-
creasetestingandthemorethat
we take care of those who are
Covid-19 positive and do rigor-
ous contact tracing, the better
ourchancesofavoidingapossi-
blenextspikethatisexpectedto
come in the October to
Decemberquarter,” Shahsaid.
Aseniorexecutiveofanother

largediagnosticfirmconfirmed
theytoowerefacingissuessim-
ilar to the ones flagged by
Velumani.
Thisexecutive,whodeclined

to be identified, said certain
parts of Maharashtra and
Gujarat had been engaging in
suchpracticesintherecentpast.
“Wecontinuetoseethishap-

pening. We’re not seeing this
evenly spread everywhere, but
incertainplaces.It’srandomand
arbitrary,andhappeningacross
different districts across the
country,” theexecutivetoldThe
Indian Express. As a result, the
firmhasbeenunabletorampup
testingtoitsfullcapacity,theex-
ecutivesaid.
“Basically, states have their

own pressures for notwanting
to showpositive cases. Because
thepressureistrickleddown,at
thedistrict level,weare finding
thatpeoplearetellingustodoa
maximumtotalnumberof tests
perday,” theexecutiveadded.
A top executive of another

majordiagnosticfirm,however,
told The Indian Express that is-
sues such as the one flagged by
Velumani had beenmore com-
mon“a fewmonthsago”.
Theexecutiveofthefirstfirm

said some district authorities
hadalso instructed themtorun
theresultsbytheauthoritiesbe-
forereleasingthefinalreportsto
the Indian Council of Medical
Research (ICMR).
“They have said that if they

tell us to not release it (the re-
ports),thenweshouldn’trelease
it... This is possibly affecting the
numberof testsbeingdoneand,
possibly,thenumberofpositives
comingout,”thisexecutivesaid.
Askedforacomment,ICMR's

media coordinator told The
Indian Express: “All the issues
highlighted are within the
purview of the respective state
governments.ICMRisaresearch
body,whichhasplayedapivotal
role in guiding states on testing
protocolsandmodalities... ICMR
doesnothaveanyregulatoryau-
thority. All states are free to de-
cideonthelevelsofengagement
with theprivateandpublic sec-
tor.”
The Health Ministry has

stated that India is among the
“topmost” countries in testing.
SinceOctober1,thecountryhas
testedbetween8.5lakhand14.7
lakh samples every day.
Cumulative tests since thepan-
demicbegancrossed10.5 crore
onWednesday.

Uday Kotak
To discuss theway forward

and reforms needed to boost
growth,UdayKotak,MD&CEO,
Kotak Mahindra Bank, and
President, Confederation of
Indian Industry (CII),will be the
guest at the Express e-Adda
Thursday.
Veteran banker Kotak has

playedacrucialroleinthedevel-
opmentofthecapitalmarketand
bankingsectors.Hehasalsobeen
a part of several government
committees, including that on
corporategovernance.
Twoyearsago,Kotakwasen-

trustedwith the task of turning
aroundIL&FSafter itsboardwas
superseded. In June this year, he
took over as CII chief, and has
been closelyworkingwith the
government to revive the econ-
omy at a timewhen India has
recordforeignexchangereserves
andsurplusliquiditywithbanks.
InSeptember, severalkey in-

dicators, including automobile
sales,powerdemand,tollcollec-
tion and petrol consumption,
reached the pre-Covid levels of
February 2020, even as credit
growth in banking remained
muted.Accordingtoanalysts,the
recovery continues to hold in
October.
Establishedin1985,theKotak

Mahindra group has become a
leading financial conglomerate
overtheyearswithoperationsin
banking,insurance,mutualfunds
andbrokingbusinesses.
At the e-Adda, Kotakwill be

in conversation with Anant
Goenka, ExecutiveDirector, The
Indian Express, and P
Vaidyanathan Iyer, Executive
Editor-National Affairs, The
IndianExpress.
TheExpressAddaisaseriesof

informal interactions organised
byTheIndianExpressGroupand
features those at the centre of
change.
Union External Affairs

Minister S Jaishankar, Union
Minister forRoadTransport and
Highways and MSMEs Nitin
Gadkari, Union Minister for
EducationRameshPokhriyal,AI-
IMSDirectorDrRandeepGuleria,
and former Chief Economic
Advisor Arvind Subramanian
were guests at the E-Adda this
year,asthesediscussionsmoved
onlineduringthepandemic.
Amongprominent guests at

past editions of Express Adda
have been Union Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman,
NobellaureatesAbhijitBanerjee
and Esther Duflo, Chief
Economic Advisor
Krishnamurthy Subramanian,
cancer specialist and Pulitzer
Prize-winning author Dr
Siddhartha Mukherjee, and
cricketerCheteshwarPujara.
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Little Covid effect as over 54%
come out to vote in Bihar Phase I

Overruling own decisions, Baghel govt
spares Tatas Rs 200-crore penalty

sense of disbelief about Covid
inBihar’svillages.
Atthepollingbooths,there

weremeasuresinplacetokeep
the virus at bay. But amid in-
termittentshouts forvoters to
keepdistance, thebizarredis-
connect was visible even in-
side.Threeoftheofficersinside
the booth at Maheshi had
strung their masks around
their necks, until they spotted
acamera.
About 27 km away, at

Bariyarpur village inMunger
district, masks were a rare
sight as security personnel
asked voters towrap their sa-
rees or gamchas around their
faces. Insidetheboothatapri-
mary school, therewas social
distancing.Atthegatethough,
thevotersstoodcheekbyjowl.
“If they are creating space in-
side, they should ensure dis-
tancing outside, too,” said
Rameshwar Prasad, 48, who
waswaiting tovote.

The architecture of each
boothwas thesame.Ashami-
anaattheentranceandpolling
agents, unmaskedmostly, sit-
tingalittledistanceaway.And
at the gate, two-four women
officials, mostly Asha and
Anganwadi workers, on duty,
holding thermometers and
single-use gloves. As for the
voters,oncetheir fingerswere
inked, they threw the gloves
outside in openbins, someon
the ground outside. In some
booths, masks were handed
out, too.
What did seem to work

though for the Election
Commission,was thenumber
of booths. With a stipulated
limitof1,000peopleperbooth,
down from 1500, there were
no longqueuesacross thedis-
tricts of Bhagalpur, Munger
and Lakhisarai. In Munger
town,RanjanTiwariwalkedup
to the Middle School in
Puraniganjat1pm,nottovote,

buttoseeif therewasacrowd.
“I haveagedparents. Iwanted
toseeif theycouldcome.There
is nobody here. I will bring
themquickly,”hesaid.
By3pm,fatigueseemedto

havesetinoverevenbasicpre-
ventivesteps.AtManoRampur
village in Lakhisarai, the gates
of Shri Govind Higher
Secondary School werewide
open, and women officials
meant to check temperature
andhandovergloveswereen-
gaged in a discussion among
themselves. Therewas no at-
tempttochecktemperatureor
issue gloves, and voters went
inwithout protest. “The elec-
tionsarehappening,ralliesare
takingplace,marketsareopen,
sowill corona catch us in the
votingbooth?”askedavoter.
In Munger, there were

other elements in play, too.
Every shop in town had their
shutters down to protest the
clashbetweentheadministra-

tion and Durga devotees on
Monday night that left a 22-
year-olddead. “People arenot
coming out as they used to,”
said a BJP poll booth agent. At
5 pm, Munger’s turnout was
the lowest of 16 districts at
43.64percent.
In Delhi, meanwhile, the

voting percentage was being
watched closely amid appre-
hensionsamongpoliticalpar-
ties over the pandemic. But
Chief Election Commissioner
Sunil Arora said the turnout
vindicatedthepanel'sdecision
to hold the elections on time.
“I want to thank the voters
whocameout tovote in these
extraordinary circumstances,
the political entities for con-
ducting themselveswithma-
turity, and our election ma-
chinery on the ground for
ensuring all precautions are
taken,"Arora said.

(WITHRITIKACHOPRAIN
NEWDELHI)

Rs28.79-crorepenaltyalready
levied,despitehavinggranted
Tata Projects an extension of
timeline twice in twoyears.
Awardedtothecompanyin

July 2018, the BharatNet
Chhattisgarhprojectwasorig-
inally scheduled to be com-
pletedinayear. It involveslay-
ing an optical fibre network
covering32,466km,linking85
blocks and 5,987 gram pan-
chayats across 27 districts in
thestate.
Thelightingupofgrampan-

chayatsinChhattisgarhwithin-
ternetispartofthenation-wide
BharatNet project, one of the
flagshipsunderPrimeMinister
NarendraModi’s Digital India
plan, and aims to connect 2.5
lakhvillages.
As on September 25, 2020,

Tata Projects could ensure
broadband-readyinfrastructure
in only 1,394grampanchayats
(24percentofthetarget).Ade-
tailed questionnairemailed to
TataProjectsLtdonOctober26
didnotelicitaresponse.

UnderSameerVishnoi,ap-
pointed on January 23 as its
CEO,theChhattisgarhInfotech
Promotion Society (ChIPS), a
nodal agency of the state
tasked with monitoring the
project,setasidethedecisions
of itstwopastCEOs–AlexPaul
MenonandKCDevasenapathi,
bothofwhomhadinvokedthe
penaltyonTataProjectsfornot
adheringtotimelinesmutually
agreedupon.
But these decisions were

set aside by Vishnoi. When
contacted, he admitted not
much work had been done
whenhejoinedinJanuarythis
year.“Theworkpickeduponly
in the past six months. We
startedwithonly33grampan-
chayats in February, and now
within a fortnight, wewill in-
augurate1,200-1,500villages,”
hesaid.
Asked why he decided to

stopwithholding the penalty
andrefundtheamountalready
levied,VishnoitoldTheIndian
Express, “Earlier, procedure

wasnot followed. I stoppedso
thatwecanrestartthepenalty
procedure.”Hesaidthatafresh
noticeforinvokingpenaltyhas
now been issued to Tata
Projects.
As per the originalMaster

Services Agreement, Tata
Projectswasrequiredtoensure
end-to-endcompletionandin-
tegrationof10percentof total
gram panchayats with State
NetworkOperationsCentre(S-
NOCs) by October 26, 2018.
Having failed to do so, then
CEOofChIPSAlexPaulMenon
invoked a penalty equal to Rs
164 crore (10 per cent of Rs
1,674.62crore,thetotalcapital
expenditure) onNovember 3,
2018, after issuing three no-
ticesbeginningAugust2018.
Withprojectedmilestones

not being met, KC
Devasenapathi, whowas ap-
pointed CEO of ChIPS in
January 2019, invoked the
maximumpenaltyequal toRs
200.95crore(12percentof to-
tal capex of Rs 1,674.62 crore)

onFebruary23,2019.
Not only that, ChIPS ex-

tendedtheprojectcompletion
deadline by sixmoremonths
on June 22 this year, beyond
the 12-month extension al-
readyallowedearlier thathad
expired on June 17. Tata
Projects, however, has sought
more time given Covid19 re-
strictions,butadecisiononthis
request ispending.
When contacted, Subrat

Sahoo, Additional Chief
Secretary, Chhattisgarh, told
The Indian Express that a
penaltywasneverissued.“We
have just sent them a show
cause notice of penalty. The
moneythatwasgiventothem
istheirmoney,keptassecurity
deposit as in all standard ten-
ders. About 90 per cent pay-
ment is generally made and
thebalance10percentisgiven
after checking thework qual-
ity.Thisisgeneralpractice,”he
said.

(WITHAASHISHARYAN IN
NEWDELHI)
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SAKSHIDAYAL
GURGAON,OCTOBER28

ADAYaftera20-year-oldstudent
wasshotdeadoutsidehercollege
inBallabhgarhbyaformerclass-
mate and his accomplice,
Faridabad police Wednesday
night arrested a third accused
fromNuhwhohadprovidedthe
twoassailantswiththeweapon.
“Ajru,themanwhosupplied

thecountry-madepistolusedin
the crime, has been arrested
fromNuhafterconductingraids
in dozens of places," said
FaridabadPolicePROSubeSingh,
adding that the vehicle used in
thecrimehasalsobeenseized.
The incident took place on

Monday around 4 pm, outside
Aggarwal College inBallabgarh,
where the victim,Nikita Tomar,
wasathird-yearB.Comstudent.
MainaccusedTauseefandhisac-
complice Rehan had allegedly
accosted Tomarwhen shewas
leaving the college after giving

an exam, and tried to force her
intoacar.
Thevictim,however,resisted

their efforts andwas shot dead
asshetriedtoescapefromthem.
WhileTauseef,whohadstudied
with her at a private school in
Faridabad,hadbeenarrestedon
Monday night, his accomplice
wasarrestedTuesdayafternoon.
Tomar's family alleged

Tauseefhadbeenpressuringher
to marry him and had kid-
nappedher in2018.

Visiting Tomar's relatives,
FaridabadMP andMinister of
State for Social Justice and
Empowerment Krishan Pal
Gurjar said: "Strictest possible
actionwill be taken against the
accused.ASpecial Investigation
Teamhas already been formed
toconducttheprobe,andtheac-
cusedhavebeenarrested…The
Haryana government and the
Centre are fully committed to
ensuringsafetyofwomen."
Tauseef's uncle, Javed

Ahmad,whofoughttheHaryana
pollsonaBSPticket in2014and
2019,saidtheyhadnoinklinghe
would do such a thing: "His fa-
ther is involved inagriculture in
Sohna…hegavenoindicationto
anybody that he was planning
this.Hewasgoodandhardwork-
ing…Nobody expected him to
do such a thing…This is a con-
demnable incident and the law
will take its course,"hesaid.
On the alleged abduction in

2018,Ahmadsaidhewasnotfa-
miliarwith the incident.
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INQUIRYTOPROBE8CHARGES

RITIKACHOPRA
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER28

THEWEEK-LONGpower tussle
betweenDelhiUniversityVice-
Chancellor Yogesh Tyagi and
Pro V-C PC Joshi ended
Wednesday with the former's
suspension on President Ram
NathKovind's order.
Tyagi's suspension, a first in

DU'shistory,cameadayafterthe
President approved the
EducationMinistry'sproposalto
launchaninquiryagainsthimfor
failingtodischargehisdutiesand
responsibilities.ThePresidentis
DU's Visitor and the appointing
authority for theV-C'spost.
Tyagihasbeensuspendedun-

til furtherorderstoensurefair in-

quiryashemay"influence/coerce
witnesses and tamperwith the
materialrecordsoftheUniversity",
theministry'sdirectivestates.
The government has identi-

fied eight charges of dereliction
of duty against him. The inquiry
will probe into allegations that
the V-C kept statutory and key
posts such as Pro V-C, Registrar,
FinanceOfficerandTreasurerva-
cant;delayedfacultyrecruitment
despite meetings held by the
EducationMinistry;mishandled
last year's teachers' protest over
the reappointment of ad hoc
teachers;went on an unautho-
rised leave of absence from the
firstweekof July;andhampered
the functioningof theuniversity
bymakingparallelappointments
to theRegistrar'spostevenashe

wasonleave,amongothers.
"… the Vice-Chancellor is

notadministeringtheuniversity
in accordance with the provi-
sions of the Act, Statutes, ordi-
nance of University of Delhi,

which has caused mis-gover-
nance and malfunctioning of
University of Delhi. This is not
conducive for appropriate aca-
demicaswell asadministrative
environmentof theUniversity,"
theministry's order states.
The Indian Express had re-

ported on October 24 that the
educationministryhadmadeat-
temptsinthepasttobuildacase
for Tyagi's removal. Among the
occasionswhen this was infor-
mally discussed was when he
didnotheedrepeatedreminders
to fill up faculty posts lying va-
cant for years, and his handling
of last year's teachers' protest
over reappointment of ad hoc
teachers. The government had
intervenedto resolve thecrisis.
Matters came to a head last

weekwhen hewent head-to-
headwith Joshi over appointing
a newRegistrar. A day later, the
government issued a strongly-
wordeddirectivesnubbingTyagi,
declaring his contentious ap-
pointmenttotheRegistrar'spost
as invalid since itwas donedur-
inghis leaveofabsence.
Interestingly,despite thegov-

ernment'spublicsnubtoTyagi,PC
Jha,whowasappointedRegistrar
by theV-C,wrote to theministry
lastweekonFriday insistinghis
appointment compliedwith the
rules.TheEducationMinistrythen
wrote to theRegistrar appointed
byJoshiorderingDUtoinitiatedis-
ciplinaryactionagainstJhaunder
theUniversityAct.
Tyagididnot respond tocalls

seekingacomment.

DUV-CYogeshTyagi
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A DELHI court acquitted Delhi
Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal
in a criminal defamation case
filed by South Delhi BJP MP
RameshBidhuri. The orderwas
passed by a Special MP/MLA
court presided over by
Additional Chief Metropolitan
Magistrate Vishal Pahuja, who
acquittedKejriwalofallcharges.
Kejriwalwas summoned as

anaccusedbythecourtin2016on
acriminaldefamationcomplaint
filed against himbyBidhuri un-
derIPCSection500(defamation).

Bidhuri had alleged that
Kejriwaldefamedhimduringan
interviewwith anews channel.
He had claimed that during the
interview, Kejriwal had falsely
said criminal caseswere pend-
ing against Bidhuri and a
Congress leader but the Delhi
Police was not taking action
against them. Bidhuri claimed
nocasewaspendingagainsthim
and Kejriwal had defamed him
bygivingsuchastatement.
During the trial, Kejriwal's

lawyers urged the court to drop
the charges, arguing that itwas
an hour-long interview and the
BJP leader has taken the state-
mentoutof context.

Kejriwal acquitted
in defamation case

Faridabad murder: Man who
gave weapon to accused held
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THESUPREMECourtWednesday
declinedtointerferewithaDelhi
HighCourtordergrantingbail to
Pinjra Tod activist Devangana
Kalita in a case related to
NortheastDelhi riots.Abenchof
Justices Ashok Bhushan, R
SubhashReddyandMRShahdis-
missed the appeal filed against
theHC’sSeptember1order.
Appearing for NCT Delhi,

Additional Solicitor General S V
Rajusubmitted that she is “very
influential” and could “tamper
with evidence”. But the bench
didnotagree.JusticeShahasked,
“How can influence of a person
beagroundtodenybail?”
Rajupointedout that theHC

had said therewere only police
witnesses in the case,while the
fact is there are other protected
witnesses too.

Kalita was granted bail in a
caseof“criminalconspiracy”for
allegedly instigating people to
indulge inrioting.Thecase, reg-
isteredattheJafrabadpolicesta-
tion, was being investigated by
theCrimeBranch.
The High Court, in its order,

had said thepolicehad failed to
produceanymaterialthatshe,in
herspeech,instigatedwomenof
aparticular community or gave
any hate speech. Justice Suresh
KumarKaithadsaid,“Inmycon-
sidered opinion, no prejudice
wouldbecaused to the respon-
dent’s investigation by grant of
relief to the petitioner, and she
would be prevented from suf-
fering further unnecessary ha-
rassment, humiliation and un-
justifieddetention.”
Kalita had also been booked

under UAPA for “conspiracy”
thatallegedlyledtotheriotsand
remains in jail in connection
with this case.

Apex court declines
to interfere with HC
bail order on Kalita

3grantedbail
inriotscase
New Delhi: A Delhi court
Wednesday granted bail to
threepeopleinacaserelated
to Northeast Delhi riots in
February.The order said the
police have given no expla-
nationonthe40-daygapbe-
tween the incident and
recordingofstatementofthe
beat constable who identi-
fiedthethreeasaccused.

HinduRaodocs
calloffstrike
NewDelhi:After the salaryof
thelast3monthswasreleased
byNorthMCDWednesday,
residentdoctorsofHinduRao
hospitalandotherfacilitiesun-
derthecivicbodysuspended
their indefinite strikewhich
beganTuesday.TheMunicipal
Corporation Doctor’s
Associationsaid:“Theadmin-
istrationhasagreedfortimely
releaseofsalaryinfuture...and
thatvariousissuesofhospital
administration anddoctors
will be reviewedquarterly at
the level of additional com-
missioner(Health).”

1arrestedfor
Dwarkamurder
NewDelhi:Delhi Police has
arrested an accused in the
murder of aman inDwarka
onOctober22.Avideoofthe
incident had gone viral. An
eyewitness had alleged that
amannamedKamalGehlot
had killed Vikas Mehta.
“Gehlot’s father Pawan had
invitedMehta to his office.
Pawanwantedrevengeashe
suspectedMehta of killing
hiselderbrother,”saidpolice.
Police have arrested Pawan.
“Wearelookingfortheother
accused,” said Additional
DCPRPMeena.ENS

BRIEFLY

Ghaziabad
Police seeks
access to
CCTV cams
AMILBHATNAGAR
NOIDA,OCTOBER28

GHAZIABAD POLICE has
launched the scheme 'Donate a
Camera' to increase police sur-
veillanceinthedistrict.According
topolice, citizensmaycomefor-
wardandprovideaccesstoCCTV
cameras installed in their resi-
denceorshopstocovermorear-
easforthepurposeofpolicing.
"The footage is crucial evi-

dence inworking out cases.We
requestfamiliesandcitizenstoin-
stallcamerasasmuchastheycan.
We ask people to donate one
cameratothepolicebyproviding
thefeedaccesstothelocalstation.
In thisway, therewill be better
policing, and itwill lead to pre-
ventionofcrimes,"saidKalanidhi
Naithani,SSPGhaziabad.
According to police, in the

hours after the scheme was
launched,morethan300people
have approached police to pro-
vide access to their CCTV
footage. The camera can be set
upinanyindustrial,commercial
orresidentialfacility,policesaid.
Police officials have been

asked to identify key areas
withintheirbeatandholdmeet-
ingswith people tomake them
awareof thescheme.Policewill
focus on increasing coverage in
market areas and industrial ar-
eas to prevent incidents of late
night lootor robberies.

NikitaTomar(20)
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HOTELSACROSSDelhiarereport-
inglowoccupancyrates—below
30%—sincereopeninginAugust
as international tourist visas re-
main suspended and domestic
tourismisyet toseearevival.On
August 19, the Delhi Disaster
ManagementAuthority permit-
ted reopening of hotels after six
monthsof closure tohelp revive
theeconomy.
The hospitality sector has

beenhithardbythelockdownas
hotels struggle to pay EMIs and
rent. As reported by The Indian
Express in June, sectors depend-
entontourismandhotelbusiness
such as the hotel employees,
laundryservicesandothershave
alsobeenhitduetothis.
SandeepKhandelwal, presi-

dent of the Delhi Hotel and
RestaurantOwners' Association,
toldTheIndianExpress, “Thehos-
pitality industry is running on
huge losses, and even our em-
ployment generation is low. It is
a struggle paying electricity bills

andtaxes, forwhichwehavenot
gottenanyrespite.”
OnJune4,theUnionMinistry

of Health andFamilyWelfare is-
sued guidelines for hotels to fol-
lowonreopening,whichinclude
only allowing asymptomatic
guests to enter, wearing gloves
and other equipment by staff,
recordingtravelandpersonalde-
tailsofguests,propercrowdman-
agement,amongothermeasures.
Athotels inPaharganj, lackof

international tourists is felt as
bookings remain low. At Hotel
Ritzwith 54 rooms, only three-

four rooms are occupied in two
weeks, said general manager
VinayKumar. “There are just no
guests, no online bookings now.
We used to get a lot of interna-
tionaltourists.Nowevendomes-
tic tourists are not coming,” he
said.
At Leela Palace in

Chanakyapuri,15-20%ofthe236
roomsand18suitesroomswere
occupiedsince it reopened,with

a similar occupancy in the 250
roomsofTajVivantainDwarka.
“We are getting couples or

overnightstays,notbusiness-re-
latedguestsordomestictourists,”
said amanager at the front desk
ofTajVivantahotel.
AttheTajPalaceHotelonMan

SinghRoad,only40roomsoutof
292areopen toguests currently
since two floors are under reno-
vation,ofwhich30-32roomsare
occupied on an average daily.
NitishMishra, front deskman-
ager,said,“Duetoprotocol,aftera
guest vacates,we sanitise it and

leaveitemptyfor24hoursbefore
offeringittoanotherguest—this
isaffectingthenumberofguests."
AtHotelWaterfallinPaschim

Vihar,only5-6ofthe18roomsare
occupied. “Corporatemeetings
are now online, and domestic
tourists visitingDelhi orManali
and Himachal have fallen.We
evenused to get engineers from
abroadstayingforsomeworkand
used to have 15 out of 18 rooms
occupied,"saidgeneralmanager
Manpreet Grewal. Now, guests
come for family functions or ex-
aminations,hesaid.

LeelaPalacehasrecorded
15-20%occupancyrate
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NO INTERNATIONAL, DOMESTIC TOURISTS

2 months after reopening, hotels report poor occupancy — below 30%

SHIVAMPATEL
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UMESHSINGH (42) examined a
fewpaddy straws at his brother
Prakash's field in North Delhi's
HirankivillageonTuesdayafter-
noon.He crushed a fewof them
in his palmwith ease. "Usually,
the straw is very stiff, it doesn't
break apart easily. The straws at
thisfieldhavedecomposedabout
90% andwould be easier tomix
with soil.Wheat can be sowed
hereinaboutaweekfromnow."
Singhthenwalkedovertohis

fieldacross theroad,pickedupa
few straws and tried to crush
them. "These straws still require
someeffort.Theywilldecompose
inaboutamonth,"hesaid.
The difference between

Singh'sfieldandhisbrother'sfield
is that Prakashhad the 'Pusade-
composer' solution sprayed
abouttwoweeksagoformanag-
ingcropresidue—afungi-based
technology developed by the
Indian Agricultural Research
Institute(IARI).
Trial of this technology on

about 800 hectares of field in
Delhiwas inaugurated by Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal at
Prakash's farmonOctober13.
Singh,on theotherhand,de-

cidedtofloodhisfieldwithwater
to try and decompose the stub-
ble,amethodheandPrakashhad
beenfollowingsincethepastfew
years."Butthestubbleatmyfield
isjustasitwas15daysago,"Singh

saidonTuesday.
Burning of paddy stubble, a

practiceusuallyfollowedbyfarm-
ers inPunjab,HaryanaandUttar
Pradeshtoquicklycleartheirfields
beforeplantingwheatcrop, con-
tributes to air pollution in the
northernGangetic plains and its
alreadypolluted cities likeDelhi
atthestartofwinter.
Efforts to stop the practice

through use of machines that
provideanalternativesolutionfor
stubblemanagementhavesofar
beenunsuccessful,despite50%to
80%subsidyprovidedtofarmers
in Punjab andHaryana on these
machines.
The 'PusaDecomposer' costs

Rs20 for apackof four capsules,
which can bemixedwater, 150
gramsofjaggeryand50gramsof
besan, todevelopa25-litresolu-
tionfor1hectareof field.
IARIdirectorDrAKSinghsaid

the solution contains enzymes
that helps decompose the stub-
ble fibre in about 15-20 days,
which can then bemixedwith
soil in the field toactascompost
before planting the next crop.

"Evenif somestrawsareseenon
the fields after 15-20 days, they
are soft enough to be easily bro-
kenandmixedinthefield.It'sthe
hard straws that create a prob-
lem," he said. Burning the straw
harms the soil, Dr Singh said,
killingessentialmicrobesinitand
alsocausingpollution.
With theuse of this technol-

ogy, nutrients released from the
decomposedstubblewillbeben-
eficial for thesoil,whichwill im-
proveitsquality,DrSinghadded.
Back at Hiranki village,

Prakash's son Sumit Singh (24)
said the technologyworks: "The
stubblehasdecomposed,wewill
start sowing wheat in about a
weekfromnow.Thisisprofitable
for us becausewedidn't have to
take the stubble anywhere...
Earlier,whenweusedtofloodthe
fieldwithwatertodecomposethe
stubble,itwouldtakealongtime."
Umeshsaid that the solution

wouldsavehisbrotheratleast12
litresofdiesel,asinsteadofusing
aRotavatormachinethreediffer-
ent times toprepare the field for
planting the next crop, itwould
have to be used just once, since
thestubble issoftenough.
He also said theymight re-

quire fewer bags of fertilisers as
thedecomposedstrawwouldact
ascompost."Thetechnologyhas
helpedinfasterdecompositionof
stubble,butthenextthingwewill
bewatchingistheproductivityof
soil... Thiswill dependupon the
quality of our nextwheat crop,"
Umeshsaid.

Ahead of Diwali, 11
teams to keep eye on
cracker sale in city

In hospital,
JNU student
asked to
clear road

Two arrested for damaging vehicles after row

Paddystrawdecomposing inPrakash’s field inHirankivillage; (above)UmeshandPrakash

In trial run, farmers see hope
in Pusa stubble control tech
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ADAY after a 29-year-oldman
was stabbed to death, allegedly
byhisneighboursfollowinganal-
tercation over playing loudmu-
sic,policehavesteppedupsecu-
rity outside his house in
Northwest Delhi’s Sarai Pipal
Thalatoavoidcommunaltension.
Thevictimhasbeenidentified

as Sushil Chand andpolice have
arrestedthreemen,Sattarandhis
sonsShahnawazandAafaq,while
twoothersareabsconding.Ami-
nor has also been apprehended,
policesaid.
DeputyChiefMinisterManish

Sisodia,whovisitedSushil’sfam-
ily onWednesdayevening, said:

“I met his father, brother and
wife… they are shaken by the
brutalmurder... Twoculprits are
absconding. I will talk to senior
police officers to arrest themas
soonaspossible.Thegovernment
will help the family get a senior
lawyerwhocantakethecaseand
providestringentpunishmentfor
theaccused.Afightbetweenthe
neighboursshouldn’t turn intoa

murder like this. This sends a
wrongmessagetosociety.Thisis
asimplefamily,theyarevendors...
Wewill also help them finan-
cially.Thegovernmentwillcom-
pensate them for their loss and
wewillhelpthemgetjustice.”
Additional DCP (Northwest)

VikramHarimohanMeena said,
“There’s no communal angle to
this incident. It was a fight be-
tween neighbours overmusic.
We have arrested the suspects
andareinvestigatingthematter.”
Around3pmonTuesday af-

ternoon, Sushilwas sitting out-
side his housewhen his neigh-
boursstartedplayingloudmusic
inside their home. Hewent to
complain but an altercation en-
sued andhis brothers, Sunil and
Anil,cametohelphim.Localsal-

leged the accused pulled out
knives and stabbed the three
brothers.
ThethreeweretakentoBJRM

hospital where Sushil was de-
clareddeadonarrival.Hisbroth-
ers were shifted to Safdarjung
Hospital fortreatment.
Police said Anil gave a state-

ment on Tuesday night about
theincident.“Hetoldustheyob-
jectedtotheloudmusicbutfive-
sixmembers of the neighbour-
ingfamilystabbedthem.Healso
toldustheyhadhadissueswith
their neighbours before but it
neverturnedviolent,”saidasen-
iorofficer.
Police said Sushil and his

brothers sold blankets on the
streets while the accused sold
vegetables.
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THE DELHI Pollution Control
Committeewilldeploy11teams
to keep an eye on firecracker
manufacturerstomakesureonly
greencrackersaremanufactured,
sold andused inDelhi. The gov-
ernmentsaid itwould launchan
anti-firecracker campaign
November3,acoupleofweekbe-
foreDiwali.
“Weallknowthatthekeyrea-

sonsbehindDelhi’s airpollution
spikeareDiwaliandParali(stub-
bleburning)... Thisyear,wehave
decidedthatonlymanufacturing
anduseof greencrackerswillbe
allowed.Thisdecisionisasperthe
SupremeCourtorderofOctober
23, 2018,” Delhi Environment
MinisterGopalRaisaid.
“Across India, there are

around 93 companies which
make green crackers using py-
rotechnic.Tomorrow,wewillup-

loada listof thesecompanieson
ourwebsite so that traders can
contactthem,”headded.
Air quality in the city im-

proved from ‘verypoor’ to ‘poor’
as theAQIvaluewas recordedat
297. The slight relief was short
lived, with SAFAR forecasting a
diponThursday.
“A decrease inDelhi surface

winds resulting in low ventila-
tion,anddeteriorationinairqual-
ityisexpectedbytomorrow.The
SAFARmodel predicts that AQI
willslipintothehigherendofthe
‘very poor’ category for the next
two days,” the official forecast
said.
The Environment Pollution

(Prevention and Control)
Authority,meanwhile, released
a report prepared for the
Supreme Court on a regional
plantofightpollution.Thereport
saidvehicularpollutionneeded
to be curbed and public trans-
portationneededtobestrength-
ened inNCR.

In Noida, 25
teams to curb
pollution

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER28

JNUSTUDENTS' union joint sec-
retaryMohdDanishWednesday
alleged hewas issued a notice
fromtheadministration,for"ille-
gal occupation" of a road inside
the university, at Safdarjung
Hospitalwhereheiscurrentlyad-
mittedduetodengue.Thenotice
was issued by Chief Proctor
Dhananjay Singh over a protest
by JNUSUdemanding entry in-
sidecampusfornotjustPhDstu-
dentsbutall researchscholars.
Singh said, "No such orders

were given. I don't knowwho in
thesecuritydepartmenttookthe
decision. If this has happened, it
isinsensitiveandinappropriate."
Danish claimed he was

handedthenoticebyaJNUsecu-
rity.ChiefSecurityOfficerNaveen
Yadavsaid,"I'mnotawareofthis.
Wehadtoldsecuritytoservethe
noticebutnobodytoldtheguard
to go to the hospital." Registrar
Pramod Kumar said hewasn't
awareof thematter.
JNUSUpresidentAisheGhosh

and general secretary Satish
Yadav also received similar no-
tices. Ghosh said: "JNUSUwill
continueitsprotest…"

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER28

TWOMEN have been arrested
and two juveniles apprehended
hours after a group allegedly
damaged over 10 vehicles and
threatenedpeoplewithsticks in
OuterDelhi’sMangolpuri.
Police said the incident took

place onMonday night. A video

of the incident showingagroup
of men armed with sticks, al-
legedly damaging vehicles
parked on the roads, went viral
onsocialmediaWednesday.
Accordingtopolice,thegroup

of seven juveniles and seven
adultswereallegedlylookingfor
amanwho fought with one of
them earlier. “On Monday, a
womanwas buying groceries
fromashopwhenoneof theac-

cusedallegedlyharassedher.The
woman’sbrotherobjectedtothis
and a heated argument broke
out,” saidaseniorpoliceofficer.
The accused allegedly

wanted to take revenge on the
woman’s brother and called his
friends.“Theaccusedreachedthe
man’shousebuthewasn’tthere.
They looked for him in the area
but couldn't find him. Agitated,
theystarteddamagingbikesand

carsontheroad.Theyalsothreat-
ened locals with sticks,” said a
seniorpoliceofficer.
While no one was injured,

police said five-six bikes and
around seven cars were dam-
aged.
Additional DCP (Outer)

SudhanshuDhama said, “Based
on thewoman’s complaint, we
have arrested twomen and ap-
prehendedtwojuveniles.”

Thevictim,
Sushil
Chand.His
2brothers
were
injured in
the incident
aswell

Man killed in Northwest Delhi: Security
up in locality, Sisodia assures help to kin

AMILBHATNAGAR
NOIDA, OCTOBER28

WITH NOIDA’S AQI averaging
between 410 and 450 in the
‘hazardous’categoryforthe last
48 hours, authorities are look-
ingatwaystocurblocalsources
ofpollution.AsperACQINdata,
PM 10 levels were recorded at
413while PM2.5 spiked to 215
Wednesday as against an ideal
limit of 50.
“We do not have a conclu-

sivestudyastowhatamountof
pollutantsareemittedbywhich
particular activity. But overall,
construction and traffic add to
pollution considerably,” said
Pramod Kumar, Regional
Officer, UP Pollution Control
Board.
According to officials, 25

teams are working across the
district to implement emer-
gency measures under the
Graded Response Action Plan
(GRAP) including mechanised
sweeping andwater spraying.

TOTAL CASES

3,70,014
Total Vacant

HOSPITAL BEDS 15,748 10,016
VENTILATORS 1,239 479

Dailycases Recoveries Deaths Tests
Oct27 4,853 2,722 44 57,210
Oct28 5,673 4,128 39 60,571
Total 29,378* 3,34,240 6,396 45,16,600

*Total active cases
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ONTHERISE

POSITIVITYRATE9.37%,OFFICIALSSAYWORRYING

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER28

NEWCOVID-19casescrossedthe
5,000-mark for the first time in
Delhi onWednesday. The city
recorded 5,674 cases between
Monday and Tuesday, taking
Delhi’s overall case tally to
3,70,014. The high-level expert
committee, led by NITI Aayog
memberDrVKPaul,hadtoldthe
Delhi government that the city
could see over 15,000 cases per
dayclosertoDiwali.
Increased activity in offices

andmarkets, Delhi government
officialssaid,wasbehindthespike
and that the case tally could be
hightillaweekafterDiwali.“Over
the past twoweeks, more and
moreoffices have reopened.We
have also seena lot of activity in
markets,owingtothefestivesea-
son. Social distancingnormsare
not being followed, leading to
crowdinginmanyareas;amajor-
ity of people are not wearing
masks.Webelieve people have
grown tired of staying indoors.

With several weddings taking
placeinthepastweek,smallgath-
eringsarebeingheld.Allthesefac-
tors result in an increased case
count,”theofficialsaid.
The rate of recovery has not

managed to keep pacewith the
sudden increase in cases.While
thenumberofactivecasesinthe
citywas a little over 21,000 on

October14, it stoodat 29,378on
Wednesday.Activecasesinclude
thoseinhospitals,Covidcarecen-
tres as well as patients under
homeisolation.Thereare16,822
peopleunderhomeisolation,and
5,730areadmittedinhospitals.
ThecasefatalityrateinDelhiis

1.73%,and6,396peoplehavedied
of theviraldiseasesofar.Thecu-

mulative positivity rate is 8.19%
(sinceMarch).Wednesday’spos-
itivity rate stood at 9.37%,which
officialssaidwasworrying.
“It isnot thenumberof cases

inaday that is thebiggest factor,
but the positivity rate.Wewere
never scaredof bignumbersbe-
causeatonepointwewere test-
ingover60,000peopleeveryday.

The positivity rate had fallen to
below6%acoupleofweeksago.
An increase of three to four per-
centagepointsinsuchasituation
shows that the incidence of dis-
easeamongpeopleisincreasing,”
saidthegovernmentofficial.
The only silver lining is that

hospital bedavailability ismuch
better this time around as com-
pared to in June,whena sudden
jump in caseswas seen. Inmid-
June, the number of total active
caseswere similar towhat they
were onWednesday – around
30,000.While therewere a total
of close to 13,500 Covid beds in
thecityat the time–andalmost
half of themwere occupied, on
Wednesday, there were over
15,700Covidbeds–witha third
of themoccupied.
“We are much more com-

fortablyplacedintermsofhospi-
tal beds this time primarily be-
cause the rateof hospitalisation
is not that high anymore.
Protocols have changed and
more people are being allowed
home isolation,” another Delhi
governmentofficial said.

Daily cases breach5,000mark

Testingunderwayat thePatparganjweeklymarket,Wednesday. TashiTobgyal

New Delhi
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THE months of September and October
mark the beginning of the festive sea-
son in India. And when it comes to

celebrating festivals, one automatically
turns to shopping. In India, every festival is
an opportunity to shop your heart out to
have a complete celebration. No celebra-
tion is considered complete unless there’s
some shopping involved in it, be it for festive
essentials, apparel or gift sets, etc.To cash in
on the festive season, financial institutions
such as banks and NBFCs have launched
several exciting deals, seeking to lure
prospective loan-seekers.

With the pandemic causing financial dis-
tress through job and salary cuts, Indians
have begun to spend less and more wisely.
However, in an attempt to increase credit
growth, banks are trying to cash in on the
festive cheer by rolling out special offers on
loans, luring people into resuming borrow-
ing and making big purchases.“Due to the
pandemic, private transfer receipts fell
8.7% in a single year. India's current ac-
count balance recorded a sharp increase in
the surplus, which stood at $19.8 billion in
the April June 2020 quarter.The surplus in-
dicates an increased ability to save but de-
creased spending, which translates into
low credit growth for the banks. Thus, the
festive offers are a way to revive the expen-
diture”, according to sources.

As it is, the festive season is the time
when the likelihood of a person purchas-
ing a house, car or any other high-value
commodity increases, following which
there is a steep rise in the requirement of
credit facilities. Besides this, many banks
have also tied up with the leading ecom-
merce giants to provide attractive dis-
counts and deals to online buyers. Several
banks have launched a series of offers to
encourage spending.

Recently, the State Bank of India had an-
nounced a 100% waiver in processing fees
for customers applying for car, gold, and
personal loans through the YONO app.
The bank said there will be a complete
waiver of processing fees on home loans
for homebuyers in approved projects, ac-
cording to a press release issued by it. It
has also offered a 0.10% rebate on inter-
est to potential homebuyers, if they have
good credit scores. Customers
applying for gold loans will get
flexible repayment options for
up to 36 months at interest
rates as low as 7.5%.

Meanwhile, lending rates for
personal loans will start at as
low as 9.6%, said the bank's
press release.As the State Bank
of India is one of the largest
home loan providers, the waiver
of processing fees augurs well
for the consumers. During the
festive season, “this decision
would encourage customers to
opt for a dream home, especially
considering the stable property
prices and interest rate, which is
at a 15-year low.” With SBI be-
ing the market leader, other
banks and financial institutions
may follow suit.

Currently, other banks too are putting
their best foot forward – offering fee dis-
counts, lower interest rates and a promise of
quick loan processing – to revive credit
growth, which is languishing at multi-
decade lows because of the pandemic.
Large private lenders such as HDFC Bank
and ICICI Bank “have unveiled a host of
special offers to take advantage of pent-up
consumer demand during the festive sea-
son as they hope higher demand will make
up for the lost first quarter.”

Recently, in an attempt to boost con-
sumption, HDFC Bank had announced
“halving of processing fees on auto, per-
sonal and business growth loans, while re-
moving the fees altogether for two-
wheeler loans.” It is also offering special
deals on various brands with credit and
debit card purchases. Despite the slug-
gishness in the market today, HDFC Bank is
endeavouring to change mindsets, bring
in some positivity and help spur demand.
During last year’s festive season, “HDFC
Bank saw a 50-60% jump in loans with
similar offers, and this time, it expects to
match that rate or do better due to pent-up
demand and a 2.5x rise in digital en-
quiries.” HDFC Bank is giving “1000 spe-
cial offers under its ‘Festive Treats’ scheme
where it is giving relaxations on processing
fee and EMIs along with cashbacks and

gift vouchers.”
According to sources,“ICICI Bank is also

giving discounts on processing fees for
home loans along with home loan offers
at lower EMIs on fresh loans or on trans-
ferring the loan balance of other banks.”
ICICI Bank customers too will be able to
avail discounts and cashback via the
bank’s tie-ups with brands across cate-
gories such as electronics and gadgets, ap-
parel and jewellery, automobiles and well-
ness, among others.

Kickstarting its festive season offers,Axis
Bank had also recently announced a host
of discounts on various consumer plat-
forms, as well as loans at special rates.Axis
Bank has partnered with some top brands
for the festival season offerings. It is cur-
rently offering deals and discounts on more
than 1 lakh branded products on purchase
through Axis Bank credit and debit cards
under its ‘Dil se Open Celebrations’.
Among its key options during this festive
season, Axis Bank is offering “home loans
starting at 6.90% as well as car loans at
7.99% and up to 100% road funding.”

Moreover, retail and corporate cus-
tomers can avail benefits from Axis Bank
as well as its subsidiary companies Axis Fi-
nance and Axis Direct, it said in a release.
Axis Bank is also offering customers two-
wheeler loans with EMIs as low as Rs 278
per Rs 10,000 for a tenure of 48 months
and up to 100% road funding. The bank is
also offering special interest rates on home
loans, auto loans, gold loans and business
loans.“Personal loans will be offered start-
ing at 10.49% (EMI Rs 2,149 per lakh); edu-
cation loans at 10.50% to transfer the exist-
ing loans, and gold loans over Rs 2 lakh
with a processing fee at 0.25%.” Besides, it
will also offer business and working capital
loans at attractive interest rates.

Banks believe that the festive rush is the
best time for business growth and spurring
of demand. They also hold that the state
and central governments’ incentives, such
as the stamp duty cut announced by the
government of Maharashtra, to consumers
will benefit banks even as it leads to
growth in demand in the process. The
banks are already seeing an increase in
home and auto loan enquiries.

ADVERTORIAL
*

* ( READ. ENGAGE. DELIVER.) IS THE MARKETING SOLUTIONS TEAM OF THE INDIAN EXPRESS GROUP

TO live up to its motto of “where
service is a way of life” by deliver-
ing best possible customer ser-
vices and providing banking
products and right banking solu-
tions to customers in order to
meet their unique needs, Punjab
& Sind Bank, one of India’s top
public sector banks, has launched
PSB Utsav Mala. This is aimed at
borrowers keen on loans under
the retail segment in the 2020
festival season. The unique con-
cessions offered under PSB Utsav
Mala include waiver of process-
ing and inspection charges along
with attractive rates of interest:
PSB Apna Ghar (Home Loan) @
6.90%* and PSB Apna Vahan
(Car loan) @ 7.10%*. The PSB
Utsav Mala will extend up to
31.12.2020. Further, the bank is
offering Gold Loan @ 7% ROI (of
up to Rs.10 lakh) and 7.50% ROI
(of above Rs.10 lakh).

PUNJAB & SIND BANK

Utsav Mala
for retail
purchases

Banks Launch Tempting Festive Offers to Revive Credit Growth
Hoping to cash in on the festive cheer and make up for losses owing to the coronavirus pandemic, banks are offering
a host of deals to attract customers in the retail space and home, auto, personal, gold and business loan segments
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BIHAR

COVID -19UPDATE
CASES IN 24 HRS*:

780
DEATHS: 4

TOTAL CASES: 2,14,163
TOTAL DEATHS: 1,069
ACTIVE CASES: 8,776

*BiharHealthDept

B I H A R ’ S W O M E N

Diet lowin
Omega-3
fattyacids

Lead
exposure

Noaccess to
handwashing
facility

Unsafe
sanitation

■ 2019 ■ 2010 ■ 1990 Source:GlobalBurdenofDiseaseReport2019

Source: SRSBulletinonMaternalHealth2016-18,NFHS-IV

DIPANKARGHOSE
KORIGAMA(MUZAFFARPUR),OCTOBER28

BEHIND RAM Pukar Thakur, there is what
appears to be a pond, with a few shoots of
green poking out. All around, as far as the
eye can see, are similar pools, interspersed
with culverts used by villagers as walking
paths. This water has been here for four
months, Thakur says, since the floods,with
thedistrict ofMuzaffarpuroneof theworst
hit. “It’snotapond, it ismyfield.”
In the immediateaftermathof the floods,

that left close to17 lakhpeopleaffected in16
districts,with rivers likeGandak andBudhi
Gandak,andcanalsoverflowingandinundat-
ing fields andhomes, theNitishKumar gov-
ernment had said it haddisbursedRs 1,000
croretobankaccountsof20lakhpeopleacross
the state—Rs6,000was givenper family to

helpthemtideoverthecrisis.
Withthepollsnear,thegovernmentwould

havehoped thiswould also help it tide over
publicanger.Only,noteveryonegotthemoney.
StandingnexttohisfieldinSiswanvillage

inKorigamablock,ThakursaysthatinMay,he
had spentmoney onhybrid seeds, fertiliser
anda tractor. “Sabnashthogaya (I lost every-
thing).Waterenteredthefieldsandhasnotre-
cededsoIcan’tevenplantanythingnew."
Officerscame,hesaid,a“vikasmitra”asvil-

lage representatives are called, and photos
were taken. “But theydidn’t declare the area
flood-hit,unlikeothervillages,”Thakursays.
WhiletheNitishgovernmenthadheldup

themoneytransferdirectlyintoaccountsasa
corruption-freedeliverymechanism,thatcut
outmiddlemen, the seemingly arbitraryna-
tureofselectionofflood-hitareas,villagerssay,
isbecauseof“afsarshahi(officialdom)—aword
beingrepeatedacrossBihartodescribeNitish

Kumar’s third term. “What is it if not official-
dom?Theydeclared onepart flood-hit, and
not these. Can theynot see our fields? They
musthavetakensomemoney,”Thakursaid.

But even thosewho received themoney
askhowRs6,000isenough.NarayanSahsays
that in any case, nobody in the area gets fair
price for their paddy. “The rate should be

Rs1,500perquintal,butbecausenobodybuys
atMSP,weonlygetRs1,100.Thatdoesn’teven
cover the input cost, evenwhen there is no
flood.Afarmerhastopayforseeds,fertilisers,
tractor, labour,onecycleonanacrecanmean
Rs20,000,”Sahsays.
While floods arenotnewtoMuzaffarpur

or Bihar,with images of submergedvillages
nowayearlyoccurrence,whatisdifferentthis
year is the additional distress caused by the
coronaviruspandemic.Usually,youngRamesh
Sahwouldtraveltonearbyareastofindwork
asalabourer.Butthisyear, thatworktoohas-
n’t been available. “There is no work in
Muzaffarpur.Inourfamilies,thereweremany
peoplewholivedinthecitiesandsentmoney
home. But in the lockdown, that stopped. So
manyhavetakenloans,wedonotknowhow
wewillrepay,”Rameshsays.
Ontheground,thedisenchantmentmight

notyetmeanavotefortheMahagathbandhan

—thoughvillagerssaytheyarenowconsider-
ing that optionwhen itwas unthinkable for
themnottovoteforNitishagain.TheCMalso
seems to be bearing themost of the anger,
though the lockdownwas imposed by the
Centre. Siswan falls under the Baruraj
Assemblyseat,wheretheRJDfacestheBJP.
RamPukar Thakur,who is over 60 years

old,says,“Sochengeabhi(Weareweighingour
options still). Earlier, I gavemyvote toNitish
Kumar,whentheRJDandJD(U)weretogether
(the RJD candidate hadwon in 2015).Modi
shouldnothavelockedthecountrydown,but
wedon’twantNitish.IdonotlikeLaluPrasad
either,”hesaid.
Chandan Kumar, 19, is clearer in his

choice for change. “I do not like this Chief
Minister.Nowwewantayoungleader.They
willunderstandtheproblemsofunemploy-
ment that make even these situations of
floodsworse,”hesays.

Lockdown on top of flood woes threatens to drown JD(U) in Muzaffarpur

L O O K I N G F O R

SABARAHMAN
RANCHI,OCTOBER28

SERVINGOUThisprison termat theRanchi
InstituteofMedicalSciences (RIMS),where
hehasbeenstayingsinceMay2018,theman
whohasbeensynonymouswithBiharpoli-
tics for four decades is away from the heat
anddustthistime.Evensonandpoliticalheir
TejashwiYadavisaccusedbyrivalsofdown-
playing theLaluPrasad influence.
However, the72-year-old iswatchingthe

actionclosely. “Laluji iswatchingnewsonTV
allthetime,evenwhilehavingmeals.Hedoes-
n’t readnewspapersmuch…Hesometimes
asksnursestoreadoutheadlines,”saysanof-
ficial of theBirsaMundaCentral Jail, Ranchi,
whereLaluissupposedtobelodged,whopaid
aroutinevisittohimlessthanaweekago.
Theofficialadds,“WhenIwenttothehos-

pitalward,hewaseatinglunchandwatching
TejPratapYadav(hiseldersonwhoisfighting
fromHasanpur,whichwillvoteonNovember
3)addressarally.Easy lagrahe the (he looked
calm)...Hisbodylanguagewasrelaxed.”
Lalu has been serving consecutive jail

termssinceDecember2017sincehisconvic-
tionincasesof fodderscamdatingbacktohis
termasCMofundividedBiharin1990s.Hehas
spentmostofhis termattheRIMS,wherehe
isbeingtreatedformultipleailments.
WiththeRJDfacingamake-or-breakelec-

tion, its founder-president, it seems, ismore
than hopeful. “Laluji is confident of a grand
victoryoftheGrandAlliance,”JharkhandRJD
youth president Abhay Singh said. “He says
sarkaarmera hi aayega… Jitni der jage rehte
hain,chunavpracharhidekhtehain.Thodabhi
vyakulnahinhain,swasthhain(Hesaysit’sour
government thatwill come...All the timehe
is awake, he is following the election news.
He isnotatallanxious,he ishealthy).”
ThejailofficialsaysLaludoesn’thaveacell-

phone, and that visitors are allowed once a
week.Afewdaysago,somepartyworkersvis-
itedhim.While Tejashwi, theCMfaceof the

RJD-ledalliance,hisdaughtersandwifeRabri
Devicamemorethantwomonthsago,theof-
ficersays,TejPratapvisitedamonthago.“Laluji
waswaitingforhimanxiously,askingpeople
if therewas aword fromhim... His samdhi
JitendraYadavalsocametoseehimfromUP.”
Jitendra Yadav, whomet Lalu for a few

hours in the thirdweek of September, says
Lalu looked healthy “but his sugarwas out
of range on the day”. “I do not talk politics
withhim. Imeethimasa relative. I seehim
every fewmonths.”Oneof Lalu’sdaughters
ismarried to JitendraYadav’s son.
TejashwihasbeensayingatralliesthatLalu

willbeoutofjailonNovember9,anditwillbe
NitishKumar’svidaai (farewell) thenextday,
onNovember10,whentheelectionresultsare
declared. Lalu’s counsel PrabhatKumar says
they are confident of this. “Lalujihas already
servedhalfofhisjailsentence—three-and-a-
half years — in the Chaibasa treasury and
Deoghartreasurycasesandwasgrantedbailin
thosecasesonthatground.Now,intheDumka
treasurycase(embezzlementofRs3.13crore),
he is set to complete50%of his sentenceof 7
years.Wewill file bail applicationwhen the
JharkhandHighCourtreopensonNovember
2,aftertheDurgaPujavacation,andmostlikely
hewillbeoutof jailonNovember9.”
Is he looking at arguably the greatest

homecoming for a politician? The RJD
hopesso.

Laluata Julymeetingwith Jharkhand
HealthMinisterBannaGupta. Express

L A L U P R A S A D

Glued to TV, ‘not anxious’,
RJD chief waits for two
verdicts: court, elections

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
PATNA,OCTOBER28

MARKINGA full circle from the timehehad
refused to share stagewith PrimeMinister
NarendraModi, Bihar CMNitish Kumar on
Wednesday sought votes in his name.With
his vikas plank not cutting icewith voters,
Nitishdevotedhis speechhere toworks un-
dertakenbytheCentreinBiharandsaidModi
wouldensure the statewasdeveloped if the
NDAwasvotedbacktopower.
PraisingModiprofuselyandthankinghim

for“takingtimeout”tocampaign,Nitishsaid,
“Listen tohisappeal. If yougive theNDAone
more chance, then you can be sure hewill
transformthestate.Biharwillmarchahead.”
TheCMreferredtoPatnaMetro,SmartCities
plan, theUjjwala schemeand roads in Bihar
whileapplaudingthePM’s“generosity”.
Amid slogans of “Modi,Modi” from the

crowd,Nitishsaidpeoplehadcometotherally
to listen only toModi, and said his efforts in
controlling theCovid-19were “exceptional”.
After Nitish’s speech,Modi was invited to
speak,withintroductionas“YugPurush”.
While theNDA’s victory in 39 out of 40

seatsin2019waslargelycreditedtotheModi
factor, it is the first time in anAssembly poll
thattheCMisseekingvotesinthePM’sname.
Earlier in the 2009 Lok Sabha and 2010

Assemblypolls,whenhewastheGujaratCM,
ModihadkeptoutofBiharduringNDAcam-
paignsreportedlyatNitish’sbehest.Ata2010
publicmeetingNitishhadsaid, “Whenthere
isSushilModiinBihar,thereisnoneedofan-
otherModi (Narendra) here.” He had even
cancelledascheduledNDAdinner in2010in
PatnaoverModi’spresence.
Nitish’sdiscomfortwithModiwasattrib-

uted to the 2002 Gujarat riots, though the
JD(U)leaderhimselfhadbeenpartoftheNDA
governmentattheCentreatthetime.
NitishpartedwayswiththeNDAin2013.

He fought 2015 polls as part of
Mahagathbandhan.Duringthattime,hehad
calledfora“Sangh-mukt”Bharat.
In the last fewdays, across Bihar, the BJP

hasputupprominentposterswithPM’spho-
tograph underlining the party’s promise of
jobs,whichhasemergedasabigpoll issue.

Naya Nitish: Seeks votes in name of
Modi, says PM will develop Bihar

HARIKISHANSHARMA
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER28

RETURNINGTOBihar forhissecondroundof
rallies onWednesday, PMNarendraModi
spokeabout theRamtemple, apart fromthe
achievementsoftheNitishKumargovernment
andRJD regime’smisrule. As the state com-
pletes the first leg of polls, theModi govern-
ment’s “achievements”, essentiallyAyodhya,
abrogationofArticle370,handlingofPakistan
andChina,theCitizenship(Amendment)Act,
and allegations of “tukde-tukde gang”, are
emerging as some of themain themes in
speechesoftheparty,asithopestofinishona
footingequalto, ifnothigherthan,theJD(U).
SharingthestagewithNitishinDarbhanga,

atownbelievedtobelinkedtothekingdomof
Mithila,Modisaid,“Today,MotherSitamustbe
lookingatherplacewithlove,herglancewill
definitely fall onAyodhya too... The political
peoplewhousedtoaskusaboutthedates(of
thetemple)...theyarealsoclappingincompul-
sion.ComingtoMaaSita’sarea,Icongratulate-
peoplehereforconstructionofRamtemple.”
Referring toNitish as the future CM, he

creditedhimforBihar’seconomicturnaround.

Modi,who addressed rallies at Darbhanga,
Muzaffarpur and Patna, said people could
“saveBihar from falling ill (Bimar),with one
vote”,andwarnedagainst“junglerajkeyuvraj”
—inanapparentreferencetoTejashwiYadav.
“There is a danger in front of thehuman

race,thecoronavirus.Theseconddangerisfrom
forcesthatmakeBiharill,”ModisaidinPatna.
Kicking off his campaign last week, the

PMhadcontrastedtheNDA’sworkona“naya
Bihar”with the “misrule” of the 1990s, and
wentontotalkaboutPulwama,Galwanand
Article 370. “The country had beenwaiting
foryearstoabrogateArticle370...Today,these
peopleare talkingabout reversing thisdeci-
sion...Theyhavethenervetoseekvotesfrom
thepeopleof Biharwhosendtheir sonsand
daughtersontheborder...”hesaidinSasaram.
OnOctober15,addressingarallyinKarakat

inRohtasdistrict,BJPpresidentJPNaddalisted
theModigovernment’sachievements,includ-
ingfreerationstopeopleduringthepandemic,
beforemovingtoArticle370andRamtemple.
UPCMYogiAdityanath,whohasaddressed

several rallies, spoke about Article 370. In a
speech at Jamui, he said, “WhenArticle 370
wasabrogated inKashmir,whowashurt the
most? RahulGandhi or AsaduddinOwaisi...

PeopleofJamuicannowbuylandinKashmir."
AnotherBJPleaderfrontingthepartycam-

paign,DefenceMinisterRajnathSingh,under-
linedtheimportanceofthetie-upwithJD(U).
“InBihar,theBJP-JDUallianceisliketheopen-
ing jodiof Sachin (Tendulkar) and (Virender)
Sehwag,”hesaidatarally.
UnionMoS for Finance Anurag Thakur,

who was served a notice by the Election
CommissionduringtheDelhipollsforegging
onacrowdagainst“deshkegaddar(traitorsof
the country)”, said duringhis appearance in
Bihar:“IwanttoaskRJDanditsleaderTejashwi
PrasadYadavwhydidhealignwiththeCPI(M-
L), tukde-tukdegangs,orthosewhobelievein
perpetratingmassacres?”
Kapil Mishra, accused of making hate

speeches aheadof theDelhi riots, said, “The
CPI-M-L,Naxalites,thosewhowantstodivide
the country,will not be allowed to thrive in
Bihar... They come so innocently and ask for
votes, but if you vote for thembymistake...
within15days...Delhipaidtheprice.”
Among thosewho campaigned for the

BJP is its controversial MP and youthwing
headTejasvi Surya,whosaid theRJDcould-
n’t talk for jobs with its previous regime
markedby“scandals”.

HEAVY DUTY
SecuritypersonnelonwaytodepositingEVMs, atANCollege inPatna,after the firstphaseofpollsonWednesday. Asper
provisional figures,pollpercentage for71seatsstoodat54.26%(54.75%in2015),withBankaregisteringthehighestvoting
percentage(59.57%;56.43%in2015)andMunger the lowest (47.36%;52.24%in2015). PTI

Athis field inSiswanvillage,Thakursayshedidn’tget relief fund.DipankarGhose

PMModibackedNitishKumaras futurechiefministerathisPatnarally,warnedagainst forces“thatmakeBihar ill”. PTI

P O L I T I C SH A S H T A G

saying in a singsong way, “Bihar has
election, Bihar has a chance!... Modi’s
posters have replaced Nitish’s. This
indicates NDA’s acknowledgement of
the fact that the public is not with
Nitish. It is... way of saying: ‘you want
change? wait, we will go change our
attire.’.. Vote for the Grand Alliance.”

●@INCIndia) tweeted a
video of @ShashiTharoor
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WHERE SHE STANDS
Bihar India

Maternalmortalityrate 149 113
(maternaldeathsper lakh livebirths) (highest in thecountry)

Anaemia 60.3% 53.1%
Spousalviolence 42.7% 30.9%

Modi raises Ram temple, BJP campaign
rallies round Central govt’s schemes

●WHO’SWHERE
TODAY

RLSPCHIEFUPENDRA
KUSHWAHAIN
BARHARIA,

GORIAKOTHI,EKMA,
MINAPUR;
AIMIMCHIEF

ASADUDDINOWAISI IN
KISHANGANJ

WHYCONTRACTUAL
TEACHERSAREAPOLLISSUE?

FORMORELOGONTO
INDIANEXPRESS.COM/ELECTIONS

●POLLPITCH
PMMODI'SPATNAADDRESS,

RAHULGANDHI'S
VALMIKINAGARSPEECH

New Delhi



7
THEINDIANEXPRESS,THURSDAY,OCTOBER29,2020

GOVT&POLITICS
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

DELHICONFIDENTIAL

CHEER FROM LEADER
IT'SNOTunusual for star campaigners to refer to local issues
in themain narrative to appeal to supporters. At times, star
campaignersalsoendupboostingthemoraleofparty'sother
leaderscampinginastatetomanagecampaigningthere.This
happened onWednesday, when PrimeMinister Narendra
Modi brought cheer to one of his Cabinet colleagues—Ravi
Shankar Prasad —who has been camping in Bihar for the
Assembly elections. In his speeches at Muzaffarpur,
Darbhanga and Patna,Modi spoke about different local ini-
tiatives.HehighlightedBihar'spotentialtobecomeanIThub
and theoptical fibreworkundertaken for villagesduringhis
rally inPatna. Both these initiatives arepart of Prasad'smin-
istry.Prasad,whohappenstobetheLokSabhaMPfromPatna,
wasjustifiablyhappyinfrontofthepeopleofhisconstituency.

JOB WELL DONE
ONWEDNESDAY,theElectionCommissionsentoutaninvite
forapressbriefingonthe firstphaseof polling inBihar. Such
briefings are routine and are addressed by Deputy Election
Commissioners. But on Wednesday, Chief Election
Commissioner Sunil Arora, in a departure from convention,
turneduptobrief themediaonthevoterturnout.Hechoseto
make an appearance to congratulate voters, political parties
andthestateelectionmachinery,assuccessfulconductof the
firstphaseamid thepandemicwasnoordinary feat.

REDUCING DISTANCE
ALMOSTTHREEweeksafterhewasgivenadditionalchargeof
theMinistryofConsumerAffairs,FoodandPublicDistribution,
PiyushGoyalonWednesdaymadeabriefappearanceatKrishi
Bhawan for the first time. Theminister camewith his per-
sonal staff andremainedthere forawhile. So far,Goyal,who
holds two other portfolios — Railways, and Commerce &
Industry–wasworking fromthere.Hewasgiven thecharge
of FoodMinistry on October 9, a day after the death of his
predecessor,RamVilasPaswan.Sincethen,hehasheldmeet-
ingswith theFoodMinistry throughvideoconferences.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER28

THE CENTRAL Information
Commission (CIC) haspulledup
the National e-Governance
Division (NeGD), Ministry of
Electronics and Information
Technology(MeitY)andNational
InformaticsCentre (NIC) forpro-
vidinganevasivereplyonAarogya
Setu app and issued themshow
causenotices.
Information Commissioner

VanajaNSarna, in an interimor-
der onTuesday, asked theNIC to
explainhowtheydonothaveany
informationaboutthecreationof
the app “when in the Aarogya
Setuwebsiteit ismentionedthat
theplatformwasdesigned,devel-
opedandhostedbyit”.
ShehasaskedtheNIC why it

has no information aboutwho
createdtheappwhenitsnameis
ontheapp’swebsite.
CIChaspassedthisinterimor-

deronacomplaintfiledbyRTIac-
tivist SauravDas. Das had asked
for the copyof the entire file re-
lated to the creation of the
Aarogya Setu app, includingori-

gin of proposal, approval details,
companies, people, government
departmentsinvolved,filenotings
related to theapp, commentson
files by various officers among
otherdetails,buthewasnotpro-
videdtherequiredinformation.
CIC has askedwhy apenalty

shouldnotbeimposedfor“prima
facieobstructionof information”
and for giving an “evasive reply”
totheRTIapplication.
“TheCommissiondirects the

CPIO, NIC to explain... how the
website...wascreatedwiththedo-
mainnamegov.in, if theydonot
have any information about it,”
Sarnasaidintheinterimorder.
NoneoftheCPIOswereableto

explain anything regardingwho
created theApp,where the files
are, and the same is extremely
preposterous,theCICpointedout.
TheCPIOsofMeitY,NeGDand

NIChavebeendirectedtoappear
onNovember24.
A statement issuedbyMeitY

saiditis“takingnecessarystepsto
complywith the orders of the
CIC”. It said theapphasbeende-
veloped in a “collaborative effort
of Government and Private
Sector”.

MANOJCG
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER28:

SENIORCONGRESS leaderRahul
GandhionWednesdaysaidboth
PrimeMinister NarendraModi
and Bihar Chief Minister Nitish
Kumarare silenton jobsandun-
employment andare instead at-
tackinghis andTejashwiYadav’s
families.
Thiscomesafterthe

Prime Minister re-
ferred to Tejashwi, the
Opposition alliance’s
Chief Ministerial face,
as the “prince of the
jungle raj”. Kumar too
has been taking pot
shots at RJD chief Lalu
Prasad’s family.
“Nitishji will talk about

Tejashwi’s family. He will say
wrong things. NarendraModiji

will talkaboutmyfamily.Butthe
question that is there before
Bihar… of jobs, of the lives of
farmers, about small traders…
theywillnotutteraword,”Rahul
saidatarallyinDarbhanga.
“This election is not about

Laluji’s family, my family or
Nitishji’s family. This election is
aboutthefutureofBihar.Andyou
don’thavethe tameez (etiquette)

thatyouarestandingbe-
fore the people of Bihar
and you will not talk
aboutwhatthepeopleof
Bihar wants to hear…
about their future, jobs,
factories, sugarmills…
magarultiseedhibaataap
bologe,”hesaid.
Rahul said thepeople of

Bihar gave 15 years to Nitish
Kumar and six years to Modi.
“Whatdidyouget?Biharisoneof
the poorest states. The youth of

BiharcannotfindajobinBihar. It
isanothermatterthat...theyouth
cannot find jobs anywhere in
India now. Not in Mumbai,
Bengaluru or Delhi because
NarendraModihasfinishedoffall
jobsinthecountry…Thefarmers
ofBiharcan’tgetadequateprices.
Bihar’s small traders, middle-
sized businessmen…they can’t
dreamofagoodfuture.Biharmein
sapna dekhnamanahai…that is
thetruth,”hesaid.
At Darbhanga and Valmiki

Nagar,Rahulspokeabouttheag-
itationinPunjabovertheCentre’s
threefarmlaws.
“For the first time I saw that

on Dussehra, the effigies of
Ravan, Meghnad and
Kumbhakarnawere not burnt.
For the first time, the effigies of
NarendraModi were burnt on
Dussehra. The people of Punjab
aresmart,”hesaid.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER28

AS BIHAR went to polls on
Wednesday, thedeathof aman
inaclashwiththepoliceduring
the immersion of Durga idols
flared intoamajorpolitical row,
withtheOpposition lashingout
attheNitishKumargovernment
foracting like “GeneralDyer”.
While RJD leader and chief

ministerial candidate Tejashwi
Yadav demanded aHigh Court-
monitoredprobeintothealleged
police firing inMunger district,
theCongresssoughtanapology
fromtheChiefMinister.
Topleadersof theopposition

alliance—Yadav, Congress’s
Randeep Surjewala and
CPI(ML)’sKavitaKrishnan—ad-
dressed a press conference in
Patna. Attacking Kumar and
Deputy Chief Minister Sushil
Kumar Modi, Yadav sought to
knowwho gave permission to
the Munger Police to “act like
General Dyer”—a reference to
theinfamousBritishsoldierwho
ordered the gunning down of
unarmedciviliansinJallianwala
Bagh in1919.
In New Delhi, Congress

spokesperson AbhishekManu
Singhvi termed the Chief
Ministerandhisdeputy“Apradh
Kumar” and “Dushil Modi”, re-
spectively. The Bihar govern-
mentis“barbaric,cruel,unthink-
ingand insensitive”,hesaid.
Taking a swipe at the Chief

Minister, Yadav asked Kumar,
who also holds the home port-
folio, what he had done to pre-
venttheincident.“Apartfromis-
suing a few tweets, what did
Deputy Chief Minister Sushil
Modido?”headded.

MANOJCG
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER28

THE JOINT parliamentary com-
mittee on Personal Data
Protection Bill onWednesday
asked Twitter and Amazon to
furnish their balance sheets so
that itcanunderstandtheirrev-
enue and business model and
theirearningsandtaxpayments
inIndia.Thepanelalsopulledup
TwitterforshowingJammuand
Kashmiraspartof China.
It islearntthatTwitterrepre-

sentatives tendered an apology
butthepanelmaintainedthatan
oralapologywasnotenoughand
sought a written apologywith
anaffidavit.
While Twitter representa-

tivessaiditrespectssensitivities
of India, thepanelmaintainedit
wasnotaquestionof just sensi-
tivities but about India’s sover-
eigntyand integrity.
Panel chairmanMeenakshi

Lekhisaidexplanationsprovided
by the Twitter representatives
were inadequate, according to
PTI.ThePTIquotedLekhiassay-
ingthatshowingLadakhaspart
ofChinaamountstocriminalof-
fencewhich attracts imprison-
mentof sevenyears.
Thosewho appeared on be-

halfofTwitter India includedits
senior manager public policy
Shagufta Kamran. Twitter had
lastweekrespondedtothecon-
troversyoverthegeo-taggingis-
sue, saying it was a mistake
whichwasswiftly resolved.

To aqueryon “targeting” for
elections, it islearntthatTwitter
officialssaidthesitehasbanned
political advertising since last
year.
Twitter officials were also

asked to explain its response

mechanism for hate speeches
and correctivemechanisms in
place for breaches like the one
which showed J&K as part of
China. Regarding provisions of
the Bill, it is learnt that Twitter
officials argued that overexten-
sionoftheconsentclausecanaf-
fect expansion of India’s digital
drive,
TheAmazonrepresentatives,

it is learnt, expressed reserva-
tionstocross-borderrestrictions
on flow of data and localisation
of data. Amazon was repre-
sented by its Vice President
(Public Policy) Chetan
Krishnaswamy and Vice
President (legal)RakeshBakshi.
TheAmazonrepresentatives,

it is learnt, told the panel that it
doesn’ttaketherevenuesearned

in India out of the country. The
membersaskedbothfirmswhy
they can’t store data generated
in thecountry in India.
The panel issued a notice

Wednesday, calling representa-
tives of telecom operators
Reliance Jio and Airtel and cab
aggregatorsOlaandUber tode-
posebeforeitontheissueofdata
security.
According to thenotice, rep-

resentatives of Reliance Jio
Infocomm and Jio Platforms
have been called to depose
November4.Representativesof
Ola and Uber have been called
thenextday.Representativesof
Airtel and Truecaller are sched-
uled to depose separately on
November6.

WITHPTI INPUTS

ARUNSHARMA
JAMMU,OCTOBER28

THEREWERE several protests in
JammuonWednesday over the
Centre’s decision to amend land
laws allowing people fromout-
side JammuandKashmir to buy
propertyintheUnionterritory.
Workers of the Jammu and

KashmirNationalPanthersParty
(JKNPP), led by party chairman
and formerminister HarshDev
Singh,heldademonstrationcall-
ingthenewlandlawsastheBJP’s
betrayal and “conspiracy to en-
able outsiders to enslave
Jammuites”.
Rejecting the claim that the

newlawswillhelpboostindustry
in J&K, JKNPPpresidentBalwant
Mankotiasaidtheerstwhilestate
alreadyhadlawsempoweringthe
government to provide land on
99-year lease tonon-permanent
residentstosetupindustry.

PDP workers also held a
demonstrationatthepartyhead-
quartersatGandhiNagarandac-
cused the BJP of selling Jammu.
“The Hindus in Jammu and
MuslimsinKashmirareprepared
to fight this black law,” said PDP
leaderKKSharma.
SunilDimple,presidentofthe

Jammu West Assembly
Movement, alongwith his sup-
porters, also held a demonstra-
tionaccusingtheBJPof“destroy-
ingtheidentityofDogras”.

Gold smuggling: ED
arrests Kerala CM’s
ex-principal secy,
LDF govt faces heat
SHAJUPHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
OCTOBER28

Inwhat isbeingseenasabigset-
back for the ruling CPI(M) in
Kerala, the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) onWednesday
evening arrested ChiefMinister
Pinarayi Vijayan’s formerprinci-
palsecretary,suspendedIASoffi-
cerMSivasankar, in connection
with the case of allegedmoney
laundering,whichemergeddur-
ing the probe into smuggling of
goldthroughdiplomaticcargoto
theUAEconsulatehere.
The arrest of Sivasankar, 57,

whohadbeenapowerfulbureau-
cratintheCPI(M)-ledgovernment
in the state in the last four years,
cameafterEDofficialsquestioned
him for nearly seven hours on
Wednesday.
Earlier in theday, Sivasankar

was taken into custody froman
ayurveda centre in
Thiruvananthapuram,minutesaf-
tertheHighCourtrejectedhisan-
ticipatorybailplea.Hehadmoved
twobail pleas, apprehendingar-
restfromEDandtheCustomsde-
partment,whichareinvestigating
different aspects behind the al-
legedgoldsmugglingcase.
Sivasankarwassuspendedaf-

terthegoldsmugglingracketwas
unearthedinJulythisyear.
According to the ED,

Sivasankar had allegedlyhelped
SwapnaSuresh, akeyaccused in
the gold smuggling case, to park
theproceedsfromthesmuggling
deal. The ED has said that
Sivasankar hadprompted char-
teredaccountantVenugopal Iyer

to open a joint bank lockerwith
Swapna,whohadbeenanexecu-
tivesecretaryattheUAEconsulate
untilayearago.
WhilerejectingSivasankar'san-

ticipatorybailplea,theHighCourt
said,“Thereisindicationinthecom-
municationsbetweenSivasankar
andthecharteredaccountant re-
gardingthe IASofficeroverseeing
management of the finances of
SwapnaSuresh.... Sivasankarmay
beapersoninvolvedinthemoney
launderingwithSwapna.’’
Rejecting Sivasankar's con-

tentionthathislinkswithSwapna
wereonlyat theofficial level, the
court said if thatwasso, “there is
no need for him to interfere in
mattersconcerningmanagement
of her finances. The fact that he
had intervened in themanage-
mentofthefinancesbelongingto
SwapnaSuresh is a situation ad-
versetohim.”
According to ED officials,

Sivasankarwasarrestedforhelp-
ingSwapnalaunderblackmoney
tothetuneofatleastRs30lakh–
thiswasmoneyshehadallegedly
receivedfromthesmuggling.The
suspendedbureaucrat,theagency
says,was constantlymonitoring
moneyinthebanklockerandthe
chartered accountant allegedly
kept him informed about every
transaction in the account.
Besides,Sivasankarhadallegedly
helpedSwapna convert apart of
the blackmoney to foreign cur-
rencyandsmuggleittotheUAE.
One such transaction involv-

ingforeigncurrencyistothetune
ofRs1.4crore,accordingtoED.
Venugopal has been listed as

awitness. FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

MAULSHREESETH
LUCKNOW,OCTOBER28

ADAYOFpolitical dramaduring
which a rebellion by a group of
BSPMLAssuggestedthepossibil-
ityofasurpriseintheRajyaSabha
election inUttar Pradesh, ended
afterthenominationofawildcard
eleventhcandidateinthefraywas
rejectedontechnicalgroundsdur-
ingscrutiny.
This candidate, one Prakash

Bajaj,whofiledhisnominationas
an Independentwith the appar-
ent backing of the Samajwadi
Party(SP), couldpotentiallyhave
been the beneficiary of the BSP
rebels’vote.
The rejection of his candida-

ture has, however, ensured that
thereareonly10candidatesforas
many vacancies from the state,
andtherewillbenoelection.The
BSP’s official candidate, Ramji
Gautam, is assured of a seat de-
spitehispartynothavingthevotes
to pushhimover the line in the
eventofacontest.
Bajajhadfiledhisnomination

at the lastmoment on Tuesday
as the 11th candidate for the 10
seats, raising the prospect of an
election. It seemedasthoughhe
would get the spare SP votes—
however, his nomination was
cancelled on Wednesday

evening on grounds including a
wrongnamementionedbyone
ofhisSPproposers.
Earlier in the day, in what

lookedlikeamajorsetbacktothe
BSP,sixofitsMLAssaidtheywould
not support the candidature of
Gautam,theofficialnominee.
TheseMLAsmetSPpresident

AkhileshYadav'sattheSPofficein
Lucknow, and alleged they had
beenshownnorespectintheBSP
despitehaving served that party
foryears.
TheMLAs said theywerenot

consulted on the candidature of
the official BSP nominee, and
someof themalleged that their
signatures had been forged.

Aheadofthescrutinyofnomina-
tions, this allegation seemed to
put the candidature of Gautam
underacloud.
Whileabout37votesofMLAs

are required to elect one candi-
date, the BSP,which has just 18
members in the stateAssembly,
hasfieldeditscandidate.
TheBSP’smovewas seenby

manyashavingbeenmadeinco-
ordinationwiththeBJP,whichhas
fielded just eight candidates for
whomtheparty has clear votes
alongwithitsallyApnaDal.Many
believed that theBSPhad fielded
itscandidateonlyaftergettingan
assurance from the BJP. The SP,
with48MLAs,hasfieldedoneof-

ficialcandidate.
“Wehave no respectwithin

theparty. Iwas recently infected
with Covid-19.While theUttar
Pradesh Chief Minister made
arrangements formy treatment,
AkhileshYadavcalledmeperson-
allytoknowaboutmywellbeing.
Butnoone frommyparty called
me up. After I released a video
praising the CM, a coordinator
went tomy constituency to tell
peoplethattherewouldbesome
othercandidatefortheupcoming
Assemblypolls,”saidAslamRaini,
oneof theBSP rebels, after com-
ing out of the SP office on
Wednesday. FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER28

ADAY after the Centre allowed
outsiders to purchase urban or
non-agricultural land in Jammu
and Kashmir, the Congress
Wednesdayslammedthemove
but signalled cautiously that it
wasnotquestioningtheabroga-
tionofArticle370.
At a press conference,

Congress spokesperson
AbhishekSinghvisoughttodraw
a distinction between the revo-
cationofArticle370andthegov-
ernment’sdecisionon land.
He spoke about “three com-

partments” in the context of

JammuandKashmir. “There isa
revocationof (Article)370issue,
there is a statehood-versus-UT
issue, and there is a land issue.
The Congress has opposed the
last two categorically. The CWC
resolutionmakes it clear.”
“Nowthis new land issue.. it

doesnotfollowelementarycan-
nons of participatory democ-
racy... you are doing the politics
of obstinacy,of domination.”
Askingwhether the govern-

mentheldanydialoguewith the
peoplebeforethedecision,Singhvi
said, “The answerwill be zero...
even theminimal safeguardson
this subject of land which are
found in several other states in
India...theyarealsonothere.”

Congress leaderRahulGandhiatarally inDarbhangadistrict’sGyaspuronWednesday. PTI

‘Polls about Bihar, not
Tejashwi kin ormine’

Cong slams changes,
guarded on Article 370

‘General Dyer,
barbaric’: Oppn
parties slam
state govt over
Munger death

DECISION
2020
BIHAR

CIC slams NIC, MeitY for
evasive reply on Aarogya
Setu app, issues notice

JKNPP, PDP protest
against J&K land laws

NewDelhi:TheCongress,
which had written to
Facebookraisingquestions
ontheneutralityofitsIndia
team,arguedtheissuewill
notbe resolvedbychang-
ing one individual.
“Facebookmust demon-
strateitsneutralitythrough
a thorough revampof its
institutionalprocessesand
standingoperatingproce-
dures, so as toensure fool
proof checks and bal-
ances...” Congress general
secretary (organisation)K
CVenugopalsaid. ENS

NOTABOUT AN
INDIVIDUAL: CONG

House panel on personal data Bill seeks revenue model
info from Twitter, Amazon, raises geo-tagging error

PanelchairmanMeenakshi
Lekhisaidexplanationsby
Twitterrepresentatives
were inadequate

MSivasankartakenintocustodyfromAyurvedaHospitalin
ThiruvananthapuramafterHCrejectedhisbailplea.ANI

POLLSFORthe10Rajya
Sabhaseats inthestate
aredueonNovember9.
Whilenopollingwillnow
takeplace, theeventsof
Wednesdayarelikelyto
haveanimpactonthe
November3Assembly
bypollsatsevenseatsand
the2022Assemblyelec-
tionsinthestate.

Ripplesof
dramacould
lingerE●EX
PL
AI
NE
D

BSPMLAs’ revoltbrieflyraisesprospectof acontest forthe10RajyaSabhaseats

Day of drama in UP ends with wild
card candidate pushed out of race

BSPMLAsMujtabaSiddiqui,AslamRainiandHakimLalBind
aftermeetingAkhileshYadav inLucknow. Express

PDPworkersprotest in
JammuonWednesday.PTI

New Delhi
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FORMER CBI Director R K
Raghavan, who headed the
Special Investigation Team (SIT)
probeintothe2002Gujaratriots,
has alleged that “false charges”
werelevelledagainsthimbecause
hegaveNarendraModi,whowas
thenChiefMinister of Gujarat, a
cleanchit.
In his autobiographyout this

week, Raghavan has also sug-
gestedthatthe investigationinto
the Bofors scam,which he led,
wassabotagedbytheUPAgovern-
ment.Raghavanresignedaschief
of theGujarat SIT inMarch2017,
and was appointed High
Commissioner of Cyprus by the
NarendraModigovernmentthat
August.
Hehad foundnoevidence to

establishthatModi'sgovernment
inGujaratwas inanywaypartof
theconspiracybehind2002riots.
“False charges were aired

againstme... Iwas found incon-
venient because I refused tobuy
the argument that the state ad-
ministrationconnivedwiththeri-
oters who were targeting the
Muslimcommunity,” Raghavan
haswritteninhisbookARoadWell
Travelled, publishedbyWestland
Books.
“The SIT’s unequivocal stand

on the chiefminister’s rolewas
unpalatable tohis adversaries in
thestateand inDelhi. Theyengi-
neeredpetitions againstme, ac-
cusingmeof favouring the chief
minister.Thegrapevinehaditthat
theymisusedcentral agencies to
monitormytelephonicconversa-
tions.Theywere,however,disap-
pointednot to find anything in-
criminating,”Raghavanhassaid.
His investigations into the ri-

otshadbeen“clinicalandprofes-
sional”, Raghavan has said.
“Looking back, I am supremely
satisfied with what I did in
Gujarat. Efforts to dislodgeme
fromtheSITwerebecause Iwas
politically inconvenient to those
whowere in great danger of be-
ingpermanentlyeliminatedfrom
theIndianpolity.Iheldmyground
much to the annoyanceof those
whowere opposed to the chief
minister.”
Raghavanhasalsogivenade-

tailed account of Modi’s
“marathon” questioning in the
caseattheSIToffice,andhasmar-
velledatthe“energyoftheman”.

Raghavan has written that
whentheSITdecidedtoquestion
Modi,itwasconveyedtotheChief
Minister'sstaffthathewouldhave
topresenthimselfattheSIToffice
inperson.“He(Modi)understood
thespiritofourstandandreadily
agreed to come to the SIT office
within thegovernmentcomplex
inGandhinagar,” Raghavan has
said.
“Modi’s questioning lasted

ninehoursinmyownchamberat
the SIT office. (Ashok)Malhotra
(whoquestionedModi) toldme
laterthatModikepthiscoolright
through themarathon session
which ended late at night. He
neverparriedquestions.Nordid
hegivetheimpressionofpadding
uphisresponses.
“WhenMalhotra asked him

whetherhewouldliketobreakfor
lunch,heinitiallyturneddownthe
offer.Hebroughthisownbottleof
water anddid not accept even a
cupofteafromtheSITduringthe
marathonquestioning compris-
ingahundredoddquestions.Itre-
quiredtremendouspersuasionto
makehimagreetoashortrecess.
ThiswaspossiblyModi’sconces-
sion to theneed for a respite for
Malhotraratherthanforhimself.
Suchwastheenergyoftheman,”
Raghavanhassaid.
Raghavanwas CBI Director

from January1999 toApril 2001.
HeheadedtheSITbetween2008
and2017.HeservedinCyprusun-
tilOctober2019.
On Bofors, in which he

chargesheetedRajivGandhiafter
theformerPM’sdeath,Raghavan
hassaidthatthecasefacedobsta-
cles fromthegovernmentwhich
had“deliberatelysabotaged”it.
“TheBofors casewill remain

anexampleofhowagenuinecase
canbedeliberatelysabotagedbya
governmentrunbyapartywhich
has a lot tohide fromthepublic.
Theguilthere restedsquarelyon
the shoulders of thosewhocon-
trolled the CBI in the 1990s and
laterduring2004–14...Thejudici-
aryatthemiddlelevelwasawill-
ingaccomplice,andits‘holierthan
thou’claimherewasalmostacha-
rade,”hesaid. FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

Ex-CBIchief
RKRaghavan
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LAUDINGTHEArmy for its high
standard of operational pre-
paredness, Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh onWednesday
expressedconfidencethatwhile
thesoldiersarestandingfirmon
the ground at the Line of Actual
Control (LAC), the talks for
peacefulresolutionof theongo-
ing India-China standoff will
continue.
Addressing the Army

Commanders’Conference,Singh
also paid tribute to the 20 sol-
diers killed in hand-to-hand
combatwith Chinese troops on
June 15 in Galwan Valley, in
whichanundeclarednumberof
Chinese troopshadalsodied.
TheArmysaidinastatement

thatSingh,“commentingonthe
current situation along the
Northern borders… expressed
confidencethatwhiletroopsare
standing firm, theongoingtalks
for peaceful resolution of crisis
will continue”.
Hecomplimentedtheforces

“for thehigh standardof opera-
tionalpreparednessandcapabil-

itieswhichheexperiencedfirst-
handduringhisvisitstoforward
areas” and “paid tributes to the
braveheartsofGalwan,Kashmir
and the North East for making
the ultimate sacrifice in the de-
fence of the motherland”, the
statement said.
“Itisournationalresponsibil-

ity to ensure availability of best
weapons, equipmentandcloth-
ingtoourtroopsbravingextreme
weatherandhostileforcestode-
fendourterritorialintegrity,”the
statementquotedhimassaying.

TheDefenceMinisterlauded
the efforts of the Border Roads
Organisation “working under
difficult conditions to connect
far-flungareas”.
Regarding theWestern bor-

derfacingPakistan,Singhlauded
the Army’s “response to cross
border terrorism and ceasefire
violations”andcommendedthe
“excellentsynergybetween”the
centralforces,thepoliceandthe
Army“intacklingthemenaceof
terrorism in Jammu and
Kashmir”, thestatement said.

SHUBHAJITROY
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER28

THE CHINESE embassy in New
Delhi onWednesday slammed
US Secretary of StateMichael R
Pompeo andDefence Secretary
Mark T Esper for their sharp at-
tack on China after the Indo-US
2+2meeting on Tuesday. It said
that the two “repeated old lies,
attacked andmade allegations
againstChina,violatednormsof
internationalrelationsandbasic
principles of diplomacy, (and)
instigatedChina'srelationswith
other countries in the region,
whichonceagainexposedtheir
ColdWarmentalityandideolog-
icalbias.”
The Chinese embassy said

that the “Indo-Pacific strategy”
proposed by theUS ismeant to
“stirupconfrontationamongdif-
ferent groups and blocs, and to
stokegeopoliticalcompetition,in
abidtomaintainthedominance
oftheUS,organiseclosedandex-
clusive ideologicalcliques”.
Itsaid,“Chinahasbeenadvo-

cating that development of bi-

lateral relations between coun-
tries should... not infringe upon
the legitimate rights and inter-
estsof a thirdparty. Thebound-
aryquestionisabilateralmatter
between China and India. The
two sides have been discussing
disengagement and deescala-
tion intheborderareas through
diplomatic andmilitary chan-
nels. China and India have the
wisdom and ability to handle
their differences properly.
There'snospaceforathirdparty
to intervene.”
On Tuesday, while Pompeo

had said that Indian and US
leaders and citizens see with
“increasing clarity” that the
CommunistPartyofChina(CPC)
is “no friend to democracy and
rule of law”, Esper flagged the
“increasing aggression and
destabilising activities by
China”.

LALMANIVERMA
DEHRADUN,OCTOBER28

UTTARAKHANDCHIEFMinister
Trivendra Singh Rawat
WednesdaymovedtheSupreme
Court against Nainital High
Court's direction to the CBI to
probe allegations of graftmade
bya journalist inavideo.
The journalist had accused

Rawat of gettingmoney trans-
ferred to accounts of his “rela-
tives” in 2016 to back the ap-
pointment of a person in
Jharkhand to head the state's
GauSevaAyog.Rawatwasatthe
timeBJP's Jharkhand in-charge.
On Wednesday, the state

Congress unit demanded
Rawat'sresignation,whileruling
BJPcalledtheHCjudgment“bad
in law”.
Rawatfiledaspecialleavepe-

tition against the HC order. His
lawyer,DivyamAgarwal,hasnot
yet divulged the grounds of the
challenge, PTI reported from
NewDelhi.
While ordering a CBI probe

into allegations against the CM,

theHCbenchof JusticeRavindra
Maithani had on Tuesday also
ordered quashing of the FIR
against the journalist, Umesh
KumarSharma.
The HC order came while

hearing separate criminal writ
petitions filed by two journal-
ists—Sharma and Shiv Prasad
Semwal—who had sought
quashing of an FIR lodged

againsttheminDehraduninJuly
thisyearunderdifferentIPCsec-
tions.TheFIRwas lodgedaftera
retiredprofessor,HarinderSingh
Rawat, approached the police
withacomplaintagainstavideo
Umesh had uploaded on
FacebookinJune,makingtheac-
cusationsagainstRawat.
SeekingtheCM'sresignation

“onmoral grounds”, formerCM

and senior Congress leader
Harish Rawat on Wednesday
told The Indian Express: “The
court has found the allegations
to be of serious nature. Once an
FIR is registered by CBI, the CM
will be left with only option –
thatof resignation.Therearein-
stances of ministers’ resigna-
tionsinsuchmattersinthepast.”
The opposition party on

Wednesday also sought an ap-
pointmentwiththeGovernorto
conveythesamedemandforthe
CM’s resignation. “Since the
Governordidnotgiveustimefor
ameeting,partyleaderswilltake
out a march to Raj Bhavan on
Thursday,” state Congress vice-
presidentSuryakantDhasmana
said. Aam Aadmi Party
spokespersonUma Sisodia said
thePMshouldremovehimfrom
thepostifRawatdoesnotresign
himself.
Accusing the Congress of

politicisingtheHCjudgment,BJP
spokesperson Munna Singh
Chauhantoldthemedia,“Were-
spect the court but we are not
satisfied with the decision of
quashingtheFIR(lodgedagainst

UmeshSharmaandothers).We
call it bad in law.”
He said, “To rectify thismis-

take of law, a SLP has been filed
in Supreme against this (HC)
judgment.”
Chauhan also said the CM

was never issued any notice in
thematter,thathewasnotmade
party (to the case), and that he
was never heard before the
probewasordered (byHC).
HesaidUmeshhadearlieral-

leged that complainant
Harender’swife is relatedto the
CM, and thatmoneywas trans-
ferred into certain bank ac-
counts, but later Umesh admit-
ted in court that Harender and
his wife were not related to
Rawat. “When the person has
admitted before the court that
hegavewronginformation,then
is it legally appropriate tomake
baselessallegationswithmotive
tomalign theCM's image?That
iswhyIsaidthisjudgmentisbad
in law. The complainant
(Umesh) himself admitted that
hesharedwrong information.”

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com
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AMANwasarrestedfromThane
by the Mumbai Police on
Wednesdayinconnectiontothe
alleged TRP scam.With this, 11
peoplehavebeenheldinthecase.
The police said Ashish

Chaudhary (50)was involved in
spiking ratings of three news
channelsinexchangeformoney.
As per the remand report

submitted by the police before
the magistrate court,
Chaudhary’s name cropped up
during the interrogation of

AbhishekKolavde,whowas ar-
restedonOctober25.
“During the interrogation of

Kolavde, it came to light that
Chaudhary, who is a partner in
Crystal Broadcast Private
Limited, was involved in boost-
ing the TRPs of three channels,
includingtwoHindinewschan-
nels, between 2017 and 2020,”
the remandreport stated.
It added that when

Chaudharyappearedbeforethe
Crime Branch, he was ques-
tioned about Kolavde's revela-
tions. “After Chaudhary admit-
ted to his role, he was placed
underarrest,” the report said.

ARMYCOMMANDERS’CONFERENCE

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
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THE DECISION of the Union
Ministry of Health and Family
Welfare to appoint ABVP na-
tionalpresidentDrShanmugam
Subbiah as a boardmember of
theupcomingAIIMSinMadurai
has come in for criticism from
Oppositionleaders,whoaskedif
itwasan“endorsementof inde-
cent behaviour” andwhy not a
singleMPwas appointed to the
board.
SubbiahwasbookedinJulyfor

allegedlyharassinga60-year-old
womanneighbour by allegedly
throwing garbage andurinating
at her doorstep. The woman’s
family had later told themedia
that they had decided towith-
drawthecomplaintdueto“pres-
sure” for a settlement. Subbiah
haddeniedtheallegations.
With three positions under

the MPs column left ‘vacant’,
DMK president MK Stalin said
MPs from the statemust be in-
cludedintheboardto"showre-
specttopeople’srepresentatives
in democracy”. Demanding
Subbiah’s removal, Stalin urged
CM K Palaniswami to write to
theCentreonboth issues.
Thenotification— issuedon

October 15 by Joint Secretary
Sunil Sharma — came out in

publicdomainonWednesday.
“Isthisanendorsementof in-

decentbehaviourandalsoanin-
centive for other BJP cadres to
follow suit?” DMK MP
Kanimozhiasked.
“Appointing an accused in a

case involvingwomen’sharass-
ment as a member of AIIMS,
Madurai. Isn’t this insulting
women,” asked VCK MP D
Ravikumar.
Karur Congress MP S

Jothimaniwrote to Unionmin-
isterHarshVardhantowithdraw
Subbiah’snomination.
MDMK founder Vaiko and

Madurai CPI(M) MP Su
Venkatesan also slammed
Subbiah's appointment.
Congress MP Manickam

Tagore tweeted, “Unbelievable
action by Health Minister
@drharshvardhan . Madurai
Thoppur AIIMS gets Subbiah
Shanmugamasmember.kindly
withdrawtheorderandremove
him from the committee. How
can Dr Harsh Vardhan justify
whentheharassmentofwomen
is still pending?”

Dr
Shanmugam
Subbiah

ABVP chief booked
for ‘harassment’ is
appointed to board
of Madurai AIIMS

TAMILNADUOPPNLEADERSSLAMMOVE

Mumbai Police arrest one
more in TRP ‘scam’ case

DAYAFTER2+2MEET

China slams US: Old
lies... exposed ideological
bias, Cold War mentality

DefenceMinisterRajnathSinghspeaksat theArmy
Commanders’Conference inNewDelhionWednesday.PTI

Mike
Pompeo

OppnwantsCMtoquit,BJPsaysordertoquashFIRagainst journalistwhomadeaccusationsbadinlaw

Rajnath lauds preparedness,
pays tribute to Galwan troops

Congress leaderandformerUttarakhandCM
HarishRawat (secondfromleft) speaksata
pressconferenceonthechargesagainstChief
MinisterTrivendraSinghRawat (right). PTI

Uttarakhand CMmoves SC against HC
order for CBI probe into graft allegations

Was targeted as
I gave Modi a
clean chit: Head
of 2002 riots SITKERALA

Ministersget
bail inAssembly
ruckuscase
Thiruvananthapuram: A
courthereonWednesday
grantedbail totwoKerala
ministers in a criminal
caseregisteredinconnec-
tionwiththeruckusinside
theAssemblyin2015dur-
ingthetenureofprevious
Congress-ledUDFgovern-
ment.ChiefJudicialMagi-
strateRJayakrishnangra-
nted bail toMinisters E P
Jayarajan and K T Jaleel,
whoappearedbefore the
court,andpostedthemat-
ter for further hearing on
November 12. The devel-
opment came aday after
KeralaHighCourthadde-
clined to stay the sum-
monsissuedtothem.PTI

Jayarajan Jaleel

BRIEFLY

TELANGANA

Kidnapped
dentistrescued
byAndhracops
Hyderabad: Police in
AnantapurdistrictofAnd-
hraPradeshhaverescued
adentist kidnapped from
HyderabadTuesdayeven-
ing. Alerted by Telangana
Policethatthekidnappers
weregoingtowardsBeng-
aluru, Anantapur Police
set upwatch on several
roads.Apoliceteaminter-
cepted an SUV near the
Rapthadu toll plaza. Two
kidnappers fled then, but
police nabbed the other
twoandrescuedDrBehjas
Hussain, working at
KismatpurDentalClinicat
Hyderabad. Later, police
tracked down the two
whoescapedandnabbed
them. The dentist was
kidnappedby five burka-
cladpersons.Thekidnap-
pershadlatersoughtRs10
crore from his family in
bitcoincurrency. ENS

MAHARASHTRA

16-year-old
detainedfor
rapingminor
Thane: A 16-year-old boy
has beendetained for al-
legedly rapinga teenaged
girl in Maharashtra's
Thanedistrict,apoliceoffi-
cer said onWednesday.
Theboycalledthe15-year-
oldgirltohishousehereon
September4andallegedly
rapedher, theofficer said.
Aftertheincident, theboy
becameuntraceable. The
policegotinformationthat
hewas hiding at Pratap-
garh inUP, but could not
findhim there. Later, act-
ingonatip-off,policefou-
nd himTuesday and de-
tainedhim,theofficersaid.
Acasewasregisteredaga-
insthimunderIPCSection
376 (rape) andprovisions
ofPOCSOAct,hesaid.PTI

PuneNGO
launchesGive
withDignity
Pune: Pune-based NGO
MukulMadhav Founda-
tion has launched Give
withDignity,anationwide
initiative to supportmore
than2.8 lakhpeople from
70,000 families across 24
stateswithgroceryandhy-
giene kits
thatwouldsustainafamily
of fourfor21days,astate-
ment issued onWedne-
sdaysaid.Aspartoftheex-
ercise, items for the kits
willbesourcedfromlocal
MSMEs, small-scale pro-
ducers,smallandmedium
farmers andhome-based
industries.Theprojecthas
receivedsupportfromthe
states and Finolex
Industries Ltd, CavinKare,
Marico, Hinduja
Foundation, Nestle,
Indorama and IndusInd
Bank,amongothers. ENS
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THE CBI told the BombayHigh
Court onWednesday that actor
Rhea Chakraborty’s accusation
thattwosistersofdeceasedactor
Sushant Singh Rajput obtained
fakemedicalprescriptionforhim
“was presumptive and specula-
tive” and that such speculation
cannotbeonthebasisofanFIR.
The agencywas replying to a

plea filed by Sushant's sisters
PriyankaSinghandMeetuSingh,
seekingquashingofanFIRlodged
against themafterRheaaccused

themof forging andprocuring a
fakemedicalprescriptionfortheir
brother. Rhea on Tuesday had
sought that theplea filed by the
two sisters, through advocate
MadhavThorat,bedismissed.
Facingprobebycentralagen-

ciesinconnectionwithSushant's
death on June 14, Rhea had on
Sept 7 filed a police complaint
against Priyanka, Meetu and a
doctorfromDelhi'sRamManohar

Lohiahospitalforallegedlygetting
the late actor psychiatric drugs
without consultation andbyus-
ingaforgedprescription.
In their plea, the sisters had

said that Rhea, as per the con-
tentsof theFIR,hadmade“con-
tradictory statements” about
Sushant's death. Pending hear-
ing, theyhadsought interimre-
lief to stay proceedings arising
out of the FIR and restrain the
prosecutionfromtakinganyco-
erciveactionagainst them.
The court, which will hear

the case on November 4, di-
rected theMumbai Police to re-
spondto theplea.

Rhea
Chakraborty

Rhea’s accusations against Sushant
sisters are speculative: CBI to HC
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ANEWdashboard launched on
Wednesdayprovides a compre-
hensivepictureofIndia’sNational
Ambient Air Quality Standards
(NAAQS),whichcomeunder the
National AirQualityMonitoring
Programme(NAMP).
TheCentrehad launched the

NationalCleanAirProgrammeon
January 10, 2019 to address air
pollutionin122cities.Thesecities
arereferredtoasnon-attainment
citiesastheydidnotmeetthena-
tional ambient air quality stan-
dards for the period of 2011-15
under the National Air Quality
MonitoringProgramme.
The dashboard launched

Wednesday,setupbyclimateand

energynews site CarbonCopy in
associationwithMumbai-based
start-upRespirerLivingSciences,
presentsacomparativepictureof
particulatematter(PM)forall122
cities since 2016. It establishes a

three-year rolling average trend
forPM2.5andPM10levelsacross
thecitiesfrom2016to2018.
Among the key highlights it

haspresentedare:
■Atotalof59of122citieshad

PM2.5 data available. Noida
ranked theworstwith 119, fol-
lowed byAgra, Delhi, Lucknow,
Ghaziabad,Muzzaffarpur,Kanpur,
Chandigarh,HowrahandKolkata.

■Delhi ranked as themost
polluted state onanaverageof 3
years’PM10monitoringdata,fol-
lowed by Jharkhand and Uttar
Pradesh.

■Ofthe23stateslistedinthe
NCAPwithnon-attainmentcities,
only three states or Union
Territories—Chandigarh,
Himachal Pradesh andPunjab—
accountedforaboveaverageread-
ings for all three years of PM10
monitoring

■West Bengal and Assam
wereonthemargin
Respirer LivingSciencesCEO

Ronak Sutaria said at awebinar
Wednesday, “When analysing

the data, it is crucial to see the
numberofmonitorsavailable in
eachcity,theincreaseordecrease
ofmonitoringcapacityyearover
yearandthenumberofreadings
availablepermonitoreveryyear.
Thedashboardgivesaclearsnap-
shot of which cities had how
manymonitors, whatwas their
uptime andwhat is the confi-
dence inthatdata.”
AartiKhosla,Director,Climate

Trends and Publisher for
CarbonCopy, added, “At a time
whentheCentralgovernmentas-
pirestobringoutanewlawtoad-
dressairpollutionintheNational
Capital Region, it is important to
evaluateourexisting regulations
as the first step towardseffective
crisismanagement. TheNAMP
dashboardallowsustolookback
andplanahead.”
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Willhelpanalyse
effectsonhealth

EXPERTSBELIEVEthatthereisaneedtostudyhealthdatainthe
countrybyconsideringairpollutionasanimportantriskfactor.
DrArunSharma,Director-ProfessorofCommunityMedicineat
UniversityCollegeofMedicalSciences,Delhi,said:“Amajorityof
healthmodelswhichestablishtherelationshipbetweenairpol-
lutionandpublichealtharebasedonwesternmodelsduetoa
lackofhealthdataavailableinIndiancontext.Whenthisdatacan
bemadeavailable,itwillgiveatruesenseoftheburdenofrespi-
ratorydiseasesinthecountrybygeographicaldistribution.”

Dashboard to monitor air quality of Indian cities

New Delhi
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NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF AGRICULTURAL
EXTENSION MANAGEMENT (MANAGE)

(An Organization of Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare,
Govt.of India) Rajendranagar, Hyderabad-500 030. Ph: 040-24594509,

Fax: 24015388 Email: pgcell@manage.gov.in

POST GRADUATE DIPLOMA IN MANAGEMENT
(AGRI-BUSINESS MANAGEMENT)

PGDM (ABM) 2021-23
MANAGE invites applications for admission to the 26th batch of its

prestigious two year full time PGDM (ABM) program.
(Approved by AICTE)

ELIGIBILITY: The minimum qualification for admission is a Bachelor's
Degree from a recognized university or institution with at least 50%
marks or equivalent CGPA (45% in case of SC, ST and Persons with
Disability) in agricultural and allied sciences or any other discipline.
Details such as eligibility, selection criteria, reservation, application form,
application procedure etc., are placed on MANAGE website
www.manage.gov.in.
The candidate must have a valid Score of CAT-2020 conducted by
Indian Institutes of Management.
Note: Candidates may apply in anticipation of CAT 2020 results.
Score card canbesubmitted separately after declarationof results.

stLast Date for Receipt of Applications:31 December, 2020

MAYURAJANWALKAR&
SADAFMODAK
MUMBAI,OCTOBER28

THEIR ghar is gone because the
rentcannotbepaidsotheBaudh
family has moved to their
karkhana whose owner has
given themsometimetopay.
Seatedon its floor inachawl

near JuhuGally,Anant (8),Arpit
(6) and Anshika (2), watch a
Marathichildren’srhymeonthe
onlysmartphonetheyhave.This
was where workers employed
by their father Akash Baudh
stitchedgarmentsuntilthelock-
down inMarch. This has been
the Baudh home through the
monthsofthelockdownafterhe
moved out of his rented house,
unable to make the Rs 14,000
monthly rent. This room, its
monthly rent of Rs 8000 pend-
ingforsixmonths,hassixindus-
trial sewing machines and
swathes of fabric wrapped in
plastic.Inacornerisastove,agas
cylinderandsomeutensils.
Since March, he has sold

eightofhis15sewingmachines
to pay his bills. Bought at Rs
17,000 per unit, he partedwith
thefive-year-oldmachinesforRs
7,000 each. “Aap sochiye agar
merayehhaalhaitohmereneeche
ke karigar ka kya haal hoga
(Imagine if this is my state,
what’s theplightof theworkers
I employ.)” saidBaudh.
Baudh’sisastoryplayingout

acrossthecityastheCovidlock-
down winds down but small
businesses don’t knowwhere
thekeystodemandare.Sincehe
fled hisMau home in UPwhen
hewas15, tormentedbyupper-
casteschoolmatesandteachers,
he said, Baudhdidodd tailoring
jobs and stitched his own
Mumbai story by growing his
business to employ 15workers.
He sold garments to retailers
selling mostly on footpaths.
Everymonth,hemadeatleastRs
20,000 over and above salaries,
rentandutilitybills.
After sixmonthsof the lock-

down, however, Baudh has his
back against the wall. He has

overRs1lakhinunpaidrentand
the balance in his bank account
isasgoodaszero.
“IhadworkersfromUP,Bihar,

West Bengal. As soon as Janata
curfewwasannouncedonMarch
22,Iboughtticketsforallofthem,
sent themhome, but after that I
was leftwithnothing.And there
wasnoearning,”saidBaudh.
His wife Seema and he are

both skilled dressmakers and
desperately looking forwork. “I
amreadytodoanykindofwork.
Stitch, drive or run somebody’s
shop but I needwork immedi-
ately,” saidBaudh.
The young father of three is

among thousands in Mumbai
yettotheseeanyglimmeratthe
end of the lockdown tunnel.
Survivingondonatedrationsbut
unable to qualify for relief
schemes,theirinformalbusiness
outofthesafetynetsannounced
by the government, they are
struggling tostayafloat.
“Kabhi socha nahi tha kisi ke

aage haath phailana padega (I
hadnever thought Iwouldhave
to beg someone for favours),”
said Syed Lateef Habib (52), a
widower and a father of two
daughters aged ten and seven.
Habib earned Rs 15,000 a
month. He said the family lived
comfortably in their rented
home inNaigaon, adistant sub-
urb in the neighbouring Vasai-
Virar belt where Habibworked
asanautorickshawdriver.
In April, days after the

COVID-19 pandemic struck,
workcametoastandstillandhe

lefthisdaughterswithhis sister
in Khar and he, meanwhile,
found a temporary home in a
communitykitchen-cum-train-
ing centre run by NGO Ghar
Bachao, Ghar BanaoAndolan in
theAmbujwadi sluminMalad.
“I had to vacate my rented

roombecauseIhadn’tmadeany
money for rent. I sleephere,”he
saidpointing to thecommunity
kitchen. Habib helps out with
whateverisneededlikecarrying
heavyjerrycansofwatertocook
the rice and odd plumbing jobs
occasionallymakinga fewhun-
dredrupees.
He is behind on repaying a

loan of Rs 2.10 lakh he took to
buy his autorickshaw, of which
Rs40,000remainunpaid.“Ihave
made no money in over six
months. Howwill I repay the
loan?Ihavenomoneyforfuelor
maintenanceofmyrickshawei-
ther,”hesaid.
Inthepandemicscare,single

parentManjuRajuSable,had to
giveupherjobasahousekeeper
in Chembur as she feared using
public transport would expose
herandhertwodaughterstothe
virus.During the lockdown, she
gothereldest20-yearolddaugh-
termarried.
"I realised that I had to start

mysearchforalivingafresh,"said
MankhurdresidentSable,recall-
ingherstruggletodustherselfup
after her husband left her. She
mortgaged her jewellery for Rs
15,000tostartasmallbusiness.
With the money from her

mortgage set aside for daily ex-

penses, she travels to theAPMC
market in Vashi, NaviMumbai,
nearly 10 km awaywhere, like
manywomen,shebuysgarlic in
sacks,carriesthemhome.“Since
local trains are yet to resume
service for all, very fewof them
come to buy the garlic. I end up
sellingmost of it to locals here,"
Sable said. This fetches around
Rs 8000 amonth that she uses
for livingexpenses.
RajuNadar’s Idli-Dosa stand

on a footpath near the Income
TaxOfficeatChurchgatewassta-
ple breakfast for officegoers for
35years.Forthelastsixmonths,
however, Nadar had towindup
his business. He owes his land-
lordRs20,000inrentforaroom
he sharedwith five in aWadala
chawl.Hiswife,backintheirvil-
lageKaraikudiinTamilNadu,has
hadtopawnagoldchaintoalo-
caljewellerforRs30,000,tohelp
her husband tide over the lock-
downmonths inMumbai.
“We couldmake Rs 4,000 a

day easily before the lockdown
and after payingmy assistants I
would still make about Rs
15,000-Rs 20,000 amonth and
haveaboutRs5,000tosendback
tomy family,” said Nadar.With
no income and unexpected ex-
penses, Nadar said he has been
tested likeneverbefore.
“Back home,we didn’t have

aphone for thatbutmysonhad
to attendhis B.Sc lectures. I had
to ask my sister to buy him a
phone worth Rs 9,000 so he
couldattendclass,” saidNadar.
It’s been aweek sinceNadar

hasbeenopenforbusinessagain.
“The crowd is not even 20 per-
centof ourusual customers. It is
difficulttomakeeven Rs2,000a
dayat this rate.Wehave tokeep
tryingsincewehavenothingelse
to fallbackon,”saysNadar.
In June, the PradhanMantri

Street Vendors AtmaNirbhar
NidhiYojanawasannounced to
facilitateworkingcapitalloanup
to Rs 10,000 for street vendors
and hawkers. Hairder Imam,
General Secretary of the All
Indian Trade Union Congress (
AITUC)Hawkers’Union,thathas
about6,500members,saidsofar
none of their union members
hasbenefited.
“The BMC had asked us and

all our union members to fill
forms for the scheme butmost
of us got a message from the
bankstatingourapplicationwas
found ineligible. No reasons
were given, the scheme seems
like something done to contain
theangerof thepoor,”hesaid.
Across India, about 2 lakh

street vendors have been given
theinterest-freeloansofarofthe
over20 lakhwhoapplied.
Pankaj Kumar, Development

Commissioner (Unorganised
Labour),saidhisofficehasgotre-
quests for help from several of
about300occupationsthatcome
under unorganised labour.
“Whoeverwasself-employedhas
been affected themost…Many
establishmentshavebegunwork
butwecannotsaythateveryone
whowasworking prior to the
lockdownhasfoundworkagain.
Weareworkingtowardsmitigat-
ingtheproblemstheyarefacing,”
saidKumar.
That’s not going to be easy

given the lack of clear targeting
mechanisms, said Amita Bhide,
Dean, School of Habitat Studies
at the Tata Institute of Social
Sciences. “The entire economy
has faced losses and the formal
and informal sectors are inter-
twined.Sowhiletheformalsec-
torrevivesthatmaybringdecent
opportunities,buttofewerpeo-
ple. Thismay cause an increase
intheproportionofdestitution,”
shesaid.

ONTHEBRINK
INTHECITY
AN EXPRESS SERIES

M U M B A I

Tracking thenewurbanpoor

BASHAARATMASOOD
SRINAGAR,OCTOBER28

A STUDY conducted by
Government Medical College
(GMC), Srinagar has found that
over 40 per cent of the popula-
tion of Srinagar district has de-
velopedantibodiesforCovid-19
-- a quantum jump from a June
study, inwhichonly3.8percent
ofthepopulationhaddeveloped
antibodies for thevirus.
Thestudyshowedthathalfto

two-thirds of the sampled pop-
ulation in someareasof thedis-
tricthadantibodiesforthevirus.
"The present study showed a
manifoldincreaseinseropositiv-
ity among the Srinagar popula-
tionascomparedtoourprevious
studyconductedinJunethisyear,
where sero prevalence of SARS
CoV-2 Infection in Srinagar dis-
trictwas just 3.8%. It shows that
themajority of the population
has been exposed to SARS COV-
2virusandweshallstillcontinue
tofollowSOPsreligiouslytopre-
ventinfectionamongvulnerable
populations especially elderly
and persons with co-morbidi-
ties," said principal investigator
of the study Dr Muhammad
Salim Khan, who heads the
Department of Community
MedicineatGMC.
Aspartof theOctobersurvey,

whichwasconductedincollabo-

ration with the Directorate of
HealthServicesand theNational
HealthMission, over 2,300peo-
pleacrossthedifferentagegroups
were tested from20 clusters of
Srinagardistrict,coveringboththe
urban and rural areas,with 40.6
per centof the samples showing
sero-prevalenceforSARSCoV-2.
The studywas initiated after

ago-aheadfromtheinstitutional
ethical committee. "Blood sam-
plesofbothroundsofseropreva-
lence study in Srinagar district
were tested on high-end
Architect analyser of Abbott
Laboratories,whichwasalsoused
by ICMR during their recent
countrywideserosurveyofSARS
CoV-2," said Dr SabhiyaMajid,
whoheadsthebiochemistryde-
partment at GMCand is the co-
principalinvestigatorofthestudy.
"Ifweextrapolatetheresults

of thestudyonthegeneralpop-
ulation of Srinagar district, we
maypresumethataround6lakh
peoplemust be expected to be
sero-positive to SARS COV-2
amongstthe15lakhpopulation
in the district," Khan said. "The
serosurveyisundergoinginnine
other districts of Kashmir divi-
sion and their results are ex-
pectedsoon."
The study also revealed that

theprevalenceofantibodieswas
moreamongwomen--44.7per
cent--asagainst37.5percentin
men.

No demand, self-employed hardest hit:
Socha na tha ki haath phailana padega

AkashBaudh,whoemployed15workersuntilMarch,has
movedintohisworkshopwithhis family.Mayura Janwalkar

40% of Srinagar has
Covid antibodies,
shows sero survey
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Panaji: The Goa cabinet
Wednesday approved theopen-
ing of casinos in the state from
November 1, Chief Minister
PramodSawantsaid.Casinosare
the second tourist attractions af-
tershackstoreopenfollowingthe
lockdown.
“Casinos will start from

November 1. We have given

thempermission,” Sawant told
reportersafterthecabinetmeet.
Thestatehas6on-shorecasi-

nosand10operatingoutof five-
star resorts.
TheCMsaidthecasinooper-

atorswillhavetopaylicencefees
permonthinsteadofannualfees
sincethecasinoswereshutsince
March. ENS

Goa casinos to reopen Nov 1

Irani tests Covid
positive, asks
those who came
in contact with
her to get tested

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER28

UNIONMINISTERSmritiIranion
Wednesday said she has tested
positive forCovid-19.
The Women and Child

Development and Textiles
Minister asked the peoplewho
came in contactwith her to get
themselvestestedforthedisease
at theearliest.

“It is rare
for me to
search for
words while
makinganan-
nouncement;
hence here's
me keeping it
simple -- I've
testedpositive
for #COVID
andwould re-
quest those
who came in

contact with me to get them-
selvestestedattheearliest,"she
said ina tweet.
Irani campaigned for theBJP

on Tuesday for the Bihar
Assemblypolls.
Soonaftertheministermade

the announcement, wishes
poured in forheronTwitter.
Union minister Hardeep

Singh Puri said shewill emerge
stronger from this fight against
Covid-19.“Wishinggoodhealth
&speedy recovery toSmt@sm-
ritiirani Ji. There isnodoubt she
will emerge stronger from this
fight,”hesaid ina tweet.
“You have always displayed

resolutedetermination in fight-
ing for the people of the nation,
@SmritiIraniji. Iamsureyouwill
use the same determination to
fight against COVID-19 and re-
cover soon.My best wishes for
your well being," Railway
Minister PiyushGoyalwrote on
themicrobloggingwebsite.
Union ministers Prahlad

Joshi and Jitendra Singh, BJP
leaders Tejasvi Surya and
Poonam Mahajan were also
among thosewhowished Irani
a speedyrecovery.

Union
minister
Smriti Irani

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
AIZAWL,OCTOBER28

MIZORAM,THEonlystatewhich
had not report any Covid-19 fa-
tality so far, registered its first
coronavirus death on
Wednesday as a 62-year-old
mansuccumbedtotheinfection
at a hospital near Aizawl, a
healthofficial said.
The patientwas undergoing

treatment for 10 days at the
state-runZoramMedicalCollege
(ZMC), its medical superinten-
dent,DrHCLaldina, toldPTI.
Theman, a resided resident

of Aizawl, was also suffering
fromaheartailment,hesaid.
Mizoram had reported its

first coronavirus case onMarch
24 after a 52-year-old pastor,
with a travel history to the
Netherlands, tested positive for
theinfection.Hewasdischarged
fromtheZMCafter45daysof in-
tensive treatment.
The state had reported its

nextcoronaviruscasesonJune1
when 12 people tested positive
for the infection.
With the state witnessing a

steady rise in Covid-19 cases
since then, the administration
had imposed several complete
andpartial lockdownsinAizawl
andotherdistrictheadquarters.
Mizoram's Covid-19 tally

rose to 2,607 onWednesday as
80more people tested positive
for the infection.

Mizoram reports its
first Covid fatality

New Delhi
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J&K REALTY
Newland lawswillnothelpgovernmentbuild trust in former
state.Guaranteesareneededtocheck landalienation fears

T
HE CENTRE APPEARS determined to go out of its way to court anger in
JammuandKashmir,asif toconveytothepeopletherethattheyarecom-
pletely incidental to its plans for the one-year-old Union Territory. The
newlandlawsnotifiedonOctober27, likethenewdomicilerulesnotified
inApril,donothingtoassurethepeopleof theformerstatethattheircon-

cerns on demographic change are being taken into consideration. Lt. GovernorManoj
Sinha telling people, as late as themorning of the notification, to “rest assured” that no
landwouldbesoldtooutsidersfliesinthefaceof thenotificationthatopensoutJ&Kland
for sale to anyone from any other part of the country, with no protectionswhatsoever.
Thereare23petitions in theSupremeCourtchallenging theCentre’sAugust5,2019de-
cision,revokingthespecialstatusof J&KandbifurcatingthestateintotheUnionTerritories
of J&KandLadakh. Itwouldhavebeenproperforthegovernmenttowait forthecourtto
pronounceaverdict on thesepetitions, lastheard inMarch, insteadof creatinga fait ac-
compliontheground.
If theCentrehadhopedJ&K’spoliticalpartiesmightreconcilethemselvestotheAugust

5,2019decisions,thechangestothelandruleshavemadeitevenmoredifficult forthem
todo that. In aplacewherepeoplehavecometoviewthegovernment’s everyactionas
anassaultontheirethnic,politicalandreligious identity, landrightstakeonhugesignif-
icance. The sentimentwas reflected in the reactions of all political parties in J&K. The
People’sAlliance forGupkarDeclarationcalled ita“massiveassault”ontherightsof the
people. Fears of demographic change have haunted the people of Ladakh, too, and the
J&Knotificationwouldhave sent shockwaves through thenewlyelected councillors of
theLeh-LadakhAutonomousHillDevelopmentCouncil.ButitisinBJP-dominatedJammu
that the feelingof havingbeen letdownby itsownismostpredominant.
FromAugust5,2019,thegovernment’sactionsinJ&Khavesmackedofhubris,as if to

say, “wedowhatwedobecausewecan”.Thatmaywinsomeelections for theBJP,but it
isnotasolutiontothelongstandingproblemsinKashmir.PrimeMinisterNarendraModi
andUnionHomeMinisterAmitShahhadassuredthatthere isnoplantochangethede-
mography of J&K and that the Centrewould take all steps to protect employment and
landrightsof thepeople.Theseassuranceshavetobewrittenintothelawtopreventfur-
theralienationof thepeopleof J&K.

VERY NICE!
Once,Kazakhstanfound‘Borat’offensiveenoughtoban.Now,

it’sclearthatthetargetof thesatireissomeoneelse

I
N2006,whenBorat:CulturalLearningsofAmericaforMakeBenefitGloriousNation
of Kazakhstan (or simply Borat), was released, it was promptly banned in
Kazakhstan.SachaBaronCohen’stitularcharacterisaKazakhjournalist,buthis
portrayal bears no resemblance to the country, its culture or people. Many in
Kazakhstanwere lividat thecaricature in themockumentary—inwhichBorat

interviewedrealpeople,pretendingtobeajournalistandrevealedsomeofthehypocrisies
of American life. The character, meant to be deliberately offensive, also portrayed the
countryasbackward,feudal,deeplypatriarchalandprimitive.Cutto2020,andtheKazakh
ministry of tourism has changed its tune in linewith the dictum that PR professionals
andDonaldTrumpliveby—there’snosuch thingasbadpublicity.
TheKazakhstangovernmentreleasedashortvideo,whichcoincidedwiththerelease

ofBoratSubsequentMoviefilmonOctober23. In thevideo, touristsareseenenjoying the
food, the spectacular natural beauty and sights in the country, and each of them rates
theirexperienceas“verynice!”—Borat’scatchphrase. It turnsout that in2006, tourism
sawaspike as a result of Borat. This time, cleverly, theKazakhgovernmenthasdecided
tocash inonthesequel insteadof banning it.
The fact is that the people of Kazakhstan are notwho the Sacha Baron Cohen films

satirise.Borat’sover-the-toppersonalityisjustthehook—thepunchlinecomesfromthe
powerful,theeliteofUSsocietyandtheirracismandsexism.Theirsuitsarebetter,thejar-
gonmorepolished, but in the interviewswith the “Kazakh journalist”, they reveal their
bigotries and with Borat, say “very nice!” to discrimination. For the filmmakers,
Kazakhstanwasclearly justaremotecountry inwhichtobasetheircharacter.But inthe
US, particularly for conservativepoliticians, the fictional journalist has shown that per-
haps there is sucha thingasbadpublicity.

Proceed with caution

VivekKatju

Excessiveoptimismoverapactwith
election-boundUSispremature

THE INDIA-US 2+2mechanism is the pri-
maryvehicle togivemeaningful content to
theBilateralComprehensiveGlobalStrategic
Partnership. Its third meeting in Delhi on
October27washeldwithonlyaweektogo
for the US presidential elections on
November3. The timingof this2+2session
wasmost unusual especially because the
electionis,atbest, tightforPresidentDonald
Trump— the polls indicate that Joe Biden,
the Democratic Party candidate, is well
ahead of him. Perhaps, the NarendraModi
governmentfeltthatitwasimportanttoseal
the Basic Exchange and Cooperation
Agreement (BECA) without delay and, for
this purpose, disregarded the time-tested
diplomaticconventionofavoidingmajorbi-
lateral encounters on the eve of a potential
change inapartner’s government.
What ismore likely is theModi govern-

ment’s assessment that there is bipartisan
support intheUSforhigherandpositivebi-
lateral ties. There ismerit in this view,with
thecaveatthat,whiletheoverall framework
and direction of the relationship is con-
ducive, it cannotbeentirely insulated from
extraneousfactors. InIndia-USties,thelead-
ing outside consideration is China. Here,
again, there is littledoubtthataBidenpres-
idency, should that be the choice of the
Americanpeople,wouldseektoensurethat
China’s rise is not at the cost of the US’s
globalpre-eminence.However, thestrategy
andmethods itemployswouldbedifferent
fromthatof itspredecessor. Further, evena
Trump 2 administration, with the election
done, may change course in its China ap-
proach. Hence, caution and prudence are
good diplomatic watchwords. They do not
implyeither timidityordiffidence.
India-US ties are in the framework of a

partnership,notanalliance.Whilesomeel-
ements of both structures overlap, there is
amajordifferencebetweenthemapartfrom

their legal frameworks.Theformermaynot
be based on opposition to an outside ele-
ment, the latter almost always is. Alliances
alsodemandamuchhigherpricethanpart-
nerships, through loss of autonomy if the
ally is a bigger power. The crucial question
Indian foreign and strategic policymakers
have to ask themselves is:What would be
thenatureandcontentof India-USpartner-
ship should aBidenadministration’s China
strategy, unlike that of the current Trump
administration’s, rely in part on showing
concernforChina’ssensitivitiesinareasthat
involve India’s concerns?
Thus, it isgoodthattheagreementsfora

full defenceengagementwith theUSare in
place.Butit isonemattertohavethemdone
and an entirely different one insofar as the
natureandintensityofcooperationthatmay
occur is concerned—for, theseareonlyen-
abling documents. Naturally, not much
would be known in the public domain of
whattheUSisreallysharingwiththeIndian
defenceforcesandtheintelligenceagencies
but India’s tradition of relying on its own
strengths in matters of national security
should not be eroded in the hope that an
outsidepowerwouldprovideuseful inputs.
There can be no quarrel with India and

the US jointly calling for an observance of
international norms in the Indo-Pacific re-
gion.The2+2jointstatementdoesnotname
China but its thrust is clear. China’s aggres-
sivediplomaticposturesandactionsandits
general conduct is also continuing to cause
deepworrythroughouttheIndo-Pacificre-
gion.TheQuadisbasedonacommonalityof
concernsonaccountofChina’sactions.The
Trumpadministrationhas impartedvigour
to the Quad and, in the present circum-
stances, India’s decision to go alongwith a
more purposive group, including through
itsmaritimeexercises, is inkeepingwithits
interests. The real direction that the Quad

will takehas toawait theUS’soverall China
strategy over the next few years. Excessive
enthusiasm on the Quad frontmay, there-
fore, bepremature.
Indiahastochangethenatureof itseco-

nomicandcommercial tieswithChina.This
will be adifficult process but there is no al-
ternative if it wishes to proceed to the en-
tirelyvalidobjectiveof reducingitsdepend-
ence on Chinese manufactures. There is a
congruenceof India-US interests regarding
Chinesetradepractices.Thus,thejointstate-
ment’s reference on the need to “enhance
supplychainresilienceandtoseekalterna-
tives to the current paradigm”was timely,
thoughhere, again, the futureUSapproach
isnot entirely certain.
The areas where the bilateral partner-

shiphasthepotentialofevolvingmostpos-
itively for India relate to health, education
andscienceandtechnology.Thesearenon-
controversial,andthetimewhenIndiaheld
backfromachievingthefullpotentialof ties
in these sectors for ideological reasons is
long past. There should not be any reluc-
tance in developing ties in defence indus-
tries, too, but it cannot be forgotten that no
countrywillpartwithanyof itscriticaltech-
nologies. Intheshortterm, itmaybeneces-
sary and satisfying to acquire advanced
weapon systems needed for national de-
fence, as they are being correctly acquired
now,butcantherebeasubstitutefordevel-
oping indigenouscapacity for India’sneeds
forweaponsystems?
India-US ties will move positively for-

ward but there will be imponderables
ahead, principally arising out of US strate-
giestowardsChina.Also,becauseof thelec-
tures that a Biden administrationmay give
theModi government. A close embrace of
another country is alwaysproblematic.

Thewriter is a formerdiplomat

Alliances demand a much
higher price than
partnerships, through loss of
autonomy if the ally is a
bigger power. The crucial
question Indian foreign and
strategic policy makers have
to ask themselves is: What
would be the nature and
content of India-US
partnership should a Biden
administration’s China
strategy, unlike that of the
current Trump
administration’s, rely in part
on showing concern for
China’s sensitivities in areas
that involve India’s
concerns?
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Buy land, they're notmaking
it anymore.
— MARK TWAINTHEEDITORIALPAGE

DishaNawani

ANOTHER BRICK IN THE WALL
Conformityand inequalityarewired intooureducationsystem

WHAT IS ACTUALLY frightening has now
turned intoa joke—“It is probably easier to
gainentryintoheaventhanadmissionintoa
prestigious Delhi University college.” Lady
Shri Ram (LSR), a popularwomen’s college
inNewDelhi, this year announceda cut-off
of100percentforthreeof itscourses,evok-
ingawe,surpriseandevencynicism.It ledto
questions like: Is it possible to get such
scores? Is it even desirable to numerically
quantify“learning”inthismanner?Inaone-
correct-answerformat,whatisthescopefor
valuing diverse responses or perspectives?
Whoare these students andwhere do they
comefrom?Arethesemarksafair indicator
ofone’sability,competenceandmerit?How
do they gauge competence or aptitude of a
studenttostudyaparticularsubjectinaspe-
cific college?What is the role of tuitions in
escalatingexamscores?
Rather than seeking answers to these

questions, it’s important to recognise that
board exams bring together students be-
longingtodiversefamilybackgrounds,with
unequalsocialandculturalcapitalandthose
studyinginstarklydifferentschoolsinterms
of resources,qualityof teaching,etc.,onthe
same platform, to judge, rank and award
them. Ignoring fundamental differences
amongstudentsintermsof theirsocial loca-
tions, it treats everyone uniformly, giving a
false impressionof impartiality, thereby le-
gitimisingbothsuccessandfailurewhilein-
dividualisingstructural limitations.So,astu-
dentwith99percentmarksonbeingturned
awaybyLSRmayfeelsad,butnotenragedor
cheated because she regards the systemas
being essentially just. In a situationwhere
aspirantsfarexceedopportunitiesavailable,

board exammarks are used to eliminate
somestudents fromaccessing certain edu-
cational degrees and spaces, such that stu-
dentsthemselvesungrudginglyaccepttheir
failure as a result of their own inadequacy
or incompetence.
It canbesafelyassumedthatmosthigh-

scorersare fromfamiliesequippedwithso-
cialandculturalcapital,arehighlymotivated,
andproactively supported (orarranged for)
in their studies. Most of them study in
schoolswith good infrastructure andquali-
fiedteacherswhoalsorecognisetheimpor-
tanceofmarksintheseexams,and,mostim-
portantly, they have acquired the “smart”
way of “learning and writing” exams.
Debating over whether these students are
academically brilliant or not is not impor-
tant.Buttheonethingwhichiscertainisthat
inaneducationsystemwhereallknowledge
is quantified, subject to beingmemorised,
evaluatedandranked, thesestudentsknow
howtolearnandpresenttheiranswers.Even
amongthesocially-culturallydisadvantaged
groups, the better-off onesmake it to this
privilegedcategoryof highscorers.
Schools in our country are either affili-

ated to central, regional or international
boardsof examination.Therearevariations
in thesocio-economicbackgroundsof stu-
dents studying in these schools. In addi-
tion, there are discrepancies in marks al-
lotted tostudentsamongtheseboardsdue
topoliciesadoptedbythem, impacting the
future trajectories available for students.
Forexample,eventheUPboardtopper this
year,withascoreashighas97percent,will
not be consideredeligible by LSR for some
of its courses.

So,arelativelyhomogenousgroupofstu-
dents gets into a particular college.
Differences in caste, religion and ethnicity
often get submergedunder theumbrella of
academicexcellence.Thecollegefurtheren-
sures its exclusive status, highlights its dif-
ferencesfromothers,exertspressureonstu-
dentstosecurepositionsinuniversityexams,
hankers after awards in inter-college com-
petitions, aspires for top rank in college rat-
ingsandabhorsweakness/limitation/failure
of any kind on part of either the student or
college. This leads to: Blocking a heteroge-
nous group of students from studying to-
gether;mitigatingdifferences,ifany,anden-
suringcommonality;promotingatendency
amongstudentstohidetheiridentities;com-
modification of education as a brand; cele-
bratingelitismamongaselectfewandalien-
ationamongmostothers.By the timethese
students complete their education,most of
themnot just thinkbutact alike. Itwon’tbe
anexaggerationtostatethatevenfromadis-
tance, one can actually identify the college
thatagroupof studentsbelong to.
It’s time that we reflect on the kind of

worldwearecreatingthroughoursystemof
“formaleducation,assessmentandrewards”
and its implications on young students. A
pandemic like COVID-19 should have been
a good opportunity to do that. Instead, we
have preoccupied ourselveswith adopting
moreexclusionarydevicestoteachstudents,
ignoringthelargeraimsofeducationandits
relationshipwithsociety.

Nawani isprofessoranddean, school
of education,Tata Instituteof Social

Sciences,Mumbai

A relatively homogenous
group of students gets into a
college. Differences in caste,
religion and ethnicity often
get submerged under the
umbrella of academic
excellence. The college
ensures its exclusive status,
highlights its differences
from others, and abhors
weakness or failure of any
kind on part of either the
student or college.
This blocks a heterogenous
group of students from
studying together; celebrates
elitism among a select
few and alienation
among most others.

CLASHES IN DIGBOI
THESECONDPHASEof theAssamagitation
onthe foreigners’ issue,whichcommenced
withastatewidebandh,wasintensifiedwith
agheraoofMLAsandblockadeof themove-
ment of jute, timber, cane and bamboo.
Though a strong police force had been de-
ployedattheMLAshostel inGauhati,a large
numberofvolunteerssneakedinatnight. In
an incident unrelated to the agitation but a
sign of the rising tension in the state, two
groups clashed in the oil town of Digboi in
UpperAssam.Thetownhasbeenplacedun-
der indefinitecurfew.Ramamurthy,adviser
totheGovernor,saidthetroublewassparked
off bya rumour that someBengali boyshad

beendetainedbyAllAssamStudents’Union
volunteers. He said 13 Assamese boys and
girlswerekeptconfinedasareprisal ina lo-
cal school by students of the All Assam
MinoritiesStudents’Union.

HUNT FOR REBELS
TROOPS BEGAN COMBING parts of Imphal
town for insurgents in the first such opera-
tion in the state capital. The houses of the
People’s LiberationArmy (PLA) top leaders,
including N Bisheswar, are in the localities
beingchecked.Theareaswereplacedunder
an indefinite curfew. The whole Manipur
Valley was declared a disturbed area on
September8.

NAM PEACE MISSION
ITISNOWcertainthatIndiawillbeamember
of thepanel,which thenon-alignednations
are settingup tobring anend to the current
warbetweenIranandIraq.Althoughnegoti-
ationsareoninNewYork,indicationsarethat
thepanelwillbechosenfromthePalestinian
LiberationOrganisation,India,Cuba,Algeria.
Zambia,Pakistan,SriLankaandYugoslavia.

INSURANCE POLICY
ANEWGROUPinsuranceschemeforcentral
government employees on self-financing
and contributory basis is being introduced
in place of the scheme started in July 1977.
TheUnionCabinethasapprovedthescheme.
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SOCIAL JUSTICE PLUS
FirstroundofBiharpolls isanendorsementofelectoral

democracy,campaignpointstoapost-Mandalphaseofpolitics

T
HE53.34PERCENTturnout in the first roundofBiharassemblyelections
—polling in2015was56.9per cent— is remarkable. Political parties, ex-
cept for the ruling JD(U)andBJP,hadraisedapprehensions that fewpeo-
plearelikelytoturnouttovoteinviewof theCOVID-19situationandhad
called for a postponement of the elections. However, electioneering has

been in full swing,withpoliticalpartiesdeployingtheir full armoury inthecampaign—
remarkable sincemanyministers and leaders had contracted the coronavirus. Political
groups alsoused socialmedia and technology toovercome the restrictions imposedby
theElectionCommissionduetothepandemicandreachouttovoters.Therobustturnout
andrelativelypeacefulvoting in71seats isheartening, for it amounts toacelebrationof
thedemocraticprocessandevidence that citizens take their right tovoteseriously. This
being the first election since the virus outbreak inMarch, the ElectionCommissionhas
reasons tobeproudof itswork.
Bihar,of course,hascomea longwayfromthetimewhenelectionsweremarkedby

boothcapturingandothersuchactsofviolence.Thelastthreedecadeshaveseenadeep-
eningofelectoraldemocracy,withacross-sectionof thesocietygettingtoexercisetheir
franchise freelyandfearlessly.Thisprocessofdemocratisationwasfacilitatedbytheso-
cial justicepoliticsthatemergedfromtheMandalrevolutioninthe1990s.Casteidentity
and empowerment of the lower castesmarked the initial phase of this transformative
politicsandset theelectoralagendaforthreedecades.Thatseemstohavechanged.Lalu
PrasadYadavandNitishKumar, facesof social justicepolitics, continue tobepart of the
conversation,butthepollnarrativehasbecomeMandal-plus.Thequestionofeconomic
justicehasloomedlargeinthecampaignwithLalu’sheirandtheRJD’sCMface,Tejashwi
Yadav,makingunemploymentakey issue. TheBJP,which initially lampooned theRJD’s
promiseof10lakhnewjobs,hashadtorespondwithanevenlargernumber(19lakh) in
itsmanifesto.Thehighunemploymentrate inBihar—thesecondhighest inthecountry
—andpooreducationinfrastructureareissuesthatresonatewiththeyouth,abigchunk
of the electorate. Voters acknowledge that Nitish Kumar improved law and order and
public infrastructuresuchas roads,powerandwater.But theyalsoseehisomissions.
Whateverbe theoutcomeof this election, politics inBihar appearspoised for anew

phase.Oldformsof identitypoliticsseemsettorecedeasdevelopmentalconcernsdom-
inateelectionagendasandvotersdemandaccountability fromrepresentatives.

New Delhi
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WHATTHEOTHERSSAY
“Unable to take on China for obvious reasons, the US is turning on soft targets
like Sri Lanka dependent on Chinese aid, and has forged alliances with other
nations to shore up its diminishing power” —THEISLAND,SRILANKATHE IDEASPAGE

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

The expression ‘urban
Naxals’ allegedly designates
urban Maoists, in contrast
with those in rural India.
This expression was coined
by Arun Jaitley in 2014 to
describe activists of the Aam
Aadmi Party, a regular
political outfit. But the
current usage owes much to
Bollywood film director
Vivek Agnihotri, who
defines an ‘urban Naxal as
an intellectual, influencer or
activist who is an invisible
enemy of India’. The idea of
such a conspiracy was
propagated, however, by the
Sangh Parivar, via its
support to Agnihotri.

Mirrors of Bhima Koregaon Alliance,
arithmetic and
leadership

THE INABILITY of any one political party
to win a majority on its ownmakes al-
liance formation crucial for winning an
election in Bihar. This has been the story
of the last seven assembly elections and
continues to be the story now. Neither of
thetwonationalparties, theCongressand
BJP,northetwodominantregionalparties,
the JD(U)andRJD, are inaposition towin
amajority on their own. Smaller regional
parties like the Lok Jan Shakti Party (LJP),
Hindustan AwamMorcha (HAM) of Jitan
RamManjhi, Rashtriya Lok Samata Party
(RLSP) of Upendra Kushwaha or
Vikassheel Insaan Party (VIP) of Mukesh
Sahani enjoy limited support. Nitish
Kumar is a popular chief minister but his
capacitytowinvotesforhispartyremains
limited, given its presence in only a few
districts.Evenathispeak,LaluPrasadwas
unable towin amajority onhis own. This
politicalpluralitymakesalliancekeytothe
electoral success. Any alliancewhich has
twoof thethreemajorparties—theJD(U),
BJPandRJD—enjoysadefinitiveleadover
its rivals. The verdict of various elections
in Bihar over the last few decades has
neverdefied this trend.
The inabilityof anyparty towinama-

jorityon itsowncouldbeexplainedby its
supportbase,whichremains limited.The
JD(U)andRJDarepopularmainlyamongst
castes in the OBC category—Kurmis and
Yadavs, respectively. The other two re-
gional parties, LJP and HAM, attract the
Dalit vote. The RLSP enjoys support
amongst one dominant OBC caste, the
Koeris, while Pappu Yadav’s Jan Adhikar
PartyiseyeingyoungYadavvotersbesides
trying to attract voters from other caste
communities. Keeping inmind the size-
ablenumberofMuslimvotersinBihar,the
AIMIM hasmade an entry in Bihar elec-
tions in recent times.
Post-Mandal politics has inculcated a

strongsenseofpartyloyaltyamongstsup-
portersof regionalparties, shapedlargely
by their caste identity. The sectional sup-
portbaseofparties, their inabilitytomove
beyond their core support base to attract
newvoters,hasforcedpartiestoformpre-
poll alliances aimed at transferring the
votes of their core supporters to each
other formaximisingelectoral gains. The
uppercasteshadbeenthecoresupporters
of the BJP, and two upper-backward
castes,KurmisandKoeris,havebeencore
supportersof theJD(U).Theallianceof the
two along with other parties has helped
consolidate the votes of these castes for
theNDA.
Similarly, Yadavs andMuslims have

beenthecoresupportersoftheRJDandthe
Congress still manages to get some votes
amongstvariouscastes.Muslimsandvar-
ious lower OBC castes have voted for the
Congress in some constituencies. The al-
lianceof theRJDandCongresswouldcon-
solidate theMuslim and Yadav vote. The
joining of three Left partieswith the RJD-
Congress alliance would help further
consolidation of votes in favour of
theMahagathbandan.
The question is: Which formation is

ahead in theelectoral race?
Goingbytheaforementionedinforma-

tion,theNDAseemstobeaheadatthemo-
ment. What makes the NDA’s position
slightly stronger is the sub-alliance the
JD(U)hasmanagedtoformwithHAMand
the BJPwith the VIP. This alliance should
consolidate theuppercastes,Kurmis, sec-
tions of lower OBC votes, especially from
theMallah caste and non-Dushad Dalit
votes. This social coalitionshouldresult in
electoralarithmeticconducivefortheNDA
towintheseelections.Electoralarithmetic
normally pays dividends, but not always.
Recall what happened in UP during the
2019 Lok Sabha election— even as allies,
theSP-BSPcouldnotprevent theBJP from
registeringabigvictory inUP.
ThismaynotworrytheNDAtoomuch,

butwhatmaybeacauseofconcernforthe
NDA is the declining popularity of Nitish
Kumar, though he remainsmore popular
thananyother leaderfromtheopposition
parties. The youth seems to be unhappy
duetogrowingunemploymentinthestate
and large numbers of them blameNitish
Kumar for this. While the employment
scenariowasnotgoodbeforelockdown, it
has certainly made the situation even
worse.Addtothis15yearsof anti-incum-
bencyandpeople’sdissatisfactionwiththe
sittingMLA.ThedecisionofChiragPaswan
to contest elections against JD(U) candi-
dateswiththesoleaimofdefeating JD(U)
shouldalsobeamatterof concern for the
Nitish camp.
Goingbythispicture,thegoingforNDA

in 2020 could have been tougher than it
looks likeat themoment, had theopposi-
tion parties been able to formaunited al-
lianceagainstNitishKumar, ledbyapopu-
larleader.Buttheoppositionisfragmented.
And this could result in a split in the anti-
NDAvotes.
NotonlywastheMahagathbandanun-

able to retain its 2015 ally, the JD(U), for
long,butevensmallerregionalpartieslike
HAM, RLSP and VIP which were part of
Mahagathbandan during the 2019 Lok
Sabhaelectionshavealsodesertedit. Some
were unhappy with the seat-sharing
arrangementwhileothershadissueswith
the leadership of the alliance. Such a situ-
ation within the opposition camp will
hardlyenthuseeventhosevoterswhomay
have thought of switching from the NDA
to Mahagathbandan. All in all, the NDA
seemstohaveanedgeat themoment.

Thewriter isprofessoratCentre for the
StudyofDevelopingSocieties,Delhianda

politicalanalyst.Viewsarepersonal

TheNDAhasaslightedge in theBiharpolls,
despiteNitishKumar’sdwindlingpopularity

Thearrests in thecase frameatransformation in India’spolityandpolice force

ONOCTOBER23,StanSwamy,an83-yearold
Jesuit priest, was sent to judicial custody in
theBhimaKoregaoncase.Hisisthelatestar-
rest in a case that illustrates a significant
transformationinIndia’spolityandthecoun-
try’spolice force.
Bhima Koregaon is a village in

Maharashtra’s Pune districtwhere, in 1818,
Dalit soldiers of the British army, mostly
Mahars, trounced the troops of the local
ruler, Peshwa Bajirao II, a Brahmin. On
January 1, 2018, like every year, Dalits of
Maharashtra, mostly Mahars, gathered to
commemorate this event.On theeveof the
event, an Elgar Parishad (“Congress for
SpeakingAloud”)inPune,whoseorganisers
included two retired judges, saw speakers
contesting “homogenising Hindutva” and
criticising the NarendraModi government.
Thepolice allege that thiswas theprovoca-
tion for violenceatBhimaKoregaon— par-
ticipants of the eventwere attacked by up-
per-casteHindunationalists.Theyretaliated,
leading to thedeathof oneperson.
A Dalit activist filed a complaint against

twomen, Sambhaji Bhide, who had past
links with the Sangh Parivar, and Milind
Ekbote, a former BJP corporator who had
beenjailedseveraltimes—ononeoccasion,
forparticipatinginacommunalriot.Thelat-
terwenttojailbriefly,butthepolice, inspite
of the report showingbothmenguilty of “a
well-plannedconspiracy,” began lookingat
a different angle after a disciple of Bhide,
TusharDamgude, filedacomplaint.
This shift took place while the Pune-

basedForumforIntegratedNationalSecurity
—seenasclosetotheRSS—wasputtingforth
the notion of aMaoist conspiracy. Soon af-
ter, the policemade new arrests — the ac-
cusedwerepresentedas “urbanNaxals”.
The expression “urban Naxals” desig-

nates alleged urbanMaoists — in contrast
with those in rural India, particularly the
country’stribalareas,whicharethecrucible
of theIndianversionofMaoism,“Naxalism”.
This expressionwas coined by Arun Jaitley
in 2014 to describe activists of the Aam
AadmiParty,aregularpoliticaloutfit.Butits
currentusageowesmuchtoBollywoodfilm
directorVivekAgnihotri,whodefinesan“ur-
banNaxalasanintellectual, influencerorac-
tivistwho isan invisibleenemyof India”.
The idea of such a conspiracywasprop-

agated,however,bytheSanghParivar.A2019
booklet attributed to the RSS, to which
Agnihotrialsocontributed,arguedthat “ur-
banNaxals” had not only been “infiltrating
police, armed forces, bureaucracy and civil
services”buthadalsomounteda“campaign
to overthrow the Indian government” and
that“allLeft-leaningprofessorsandjournal-
ists [we]re Naxal supporters and even sup-
port[ed]violencebyNaxalgroups…”
In September 2018, the then Home

Minister, Rajnath Singh, warned that
Naxaliteshad“cometothecitiesandaretry-
ing to influence people.” PrimeMinister
NarendraModihimselftoldstudentsin2019
towonderwhether“urbanNaxals,somepeo-
plewho consider themselves intellectuals,
arenottryingtogainpoliticalmileagebyput-
ting a gun over your shoulders […] Youwill
have to findout if this is not a conspiracyby

themtodestroyyour life. Theycannot think
of anythingelsebuthatredforModi.”
In June 2018, theMaharashtra police —

theBJPledtherulingcoalitioninthestateat
the time— in the course of its investigation
intheBhimaKoregaoncase,arrestedfive“ur-
banNaxals”whowere accused, not only of
instigating violence (in spite of the fact that
only two of them took part in the Elgar
Parishad), but also of plotting a “Rajiv
Gandhi-style” assassination of Modi. Their
profilematchedthatdescribedbyAgnihotri:
SurendraGadlingwasalawyer,ShomaSena
retired English professor, Sudhir Dhawale a
poet and publisher, andMahesh Raut and
RonaWilsonwere human rights activists.
Twomonths later, thepolice arrestedpoet-
activist Varavara Rao, lawyer and trade
unionist Sudha Bharadwaj and human-
rights activists-cum-authors-and-colum-
nists,ArunFerreiraandVernonGonsalves.
Twomore“urbanNaxals”werearrested

inApril2020:First,AnandTeltumbde,afor-
mer Bharat Petroleum executive, regular
contributor to the Economic and Political
Weekly (EPW),professorattheGoaInstitute
ofManagementandauthorof anumberof
books, includingRepublicofCaste;andthen,
GautamNavlakha, an ex-editorial consult-
antof theEPWandmemberof thePeople’s
Union for Democratic Rights. Earlier this
month, Swamy,who hasworked amongst
the tribals of Jharkhand, was arrested also
because of his allegedMaoist links.
Theywereallaccusedunderthedracon-

ian anti-terror law, the Unlawful Activities
Prevention Act, of a conspiracy aimed at
overthrowing the government and assassi-
nating the PrimeMinister. The accusations
weremadeon thebasisof letters recovered
from the computers of two of the arrested.
Amnesty Tech, theAmnesty International’s
digital-security team, discovered subse-
quently that one of these computers con-
tainedmalwareallowingremoteaccessand
alleged that the letters could have been
planted. The allegation that the letters had
beenmanufactured cannot be dismissed
giventhatthecommunicationof theNaxals
is alwaysheavilycoded.
While searching the houses of the ac-

cused, theMaharashtra police listed as evi-
dence against the accused literature that is
not banned— they also commented on the
political ideasandsocial attitudesof theac-
cused.Forinstance,themeninuniformwho
searchedthehouseofVaravaraRao’sdaugh-
terPavanaandson-in-lawK.Satyanarayana,

a professor at the English and Foreign
Languages University in Hyderabad, asked,
“Why are you reading books onMao and
Marx?Whydoyouhavebookspublishedin
China? (…)Why are there photos of Phule
andAmbedkarinyourhouse,butnophotos
ofgods?’’ToRao’sdaughter, theysaid,“Your
husbandisaDalit, sohedoesnotfollowany
tradition.ButyouareaBrahmin,sowhyare
you not wearing any jewellery or sindoor?
Why are you not dressed like a traditional
wife?Does thedaughterhave tobe like the
father too?” In trying tomakepeople com-
plywiththeupper-casteversionof theirre-
ligion and exhorting them to reject leftist
ideologies in an anti-intellectual manner,
such policemen echo the discourses of the
Hindunationalist vigilantes.
The internationally renownedhistorian,

RomilaThapar, andother scholars filedape-
titioninAugust2018againstthesearrests.But
twoof thethreejudgesonthebenchrefused
toreleasetheaccusedonbail.Thedissenting
judge,JusticeDYChandrachud,observed:“A
clear-cutdistinctionhastobemadebetween
opposition to government and attempts to
overthrowgovernmentbyrisingupinarms.”
Forhim,theBhimaKoregaoncasewas“anat-
tempt by the state tomuzzle dissent…each
of themisprosecutedforbeingadefenderof
personssubjectedtohumanrightsviolations.”
In other words, the accused in the Bhima
Koregaoncasewerevictimsofjudicialauthor-
itarianismandpoliticalprisoners.
A day after the Shiv Sena-NCP-Congress

government—whichhad replaced theBJP-
led government after the September 2019
elections — decided to review the charg-
esheet against the accused, the Union
MinistryofHomeAffairshandedoverthein-
vestigation to theNIA.
On October 20, Michelle Bachelet, the

United Nations High Commissioner for
HumanRights“urge[d] theGovernment [of
India] to ensure thatnoone […] isdetained
for exercising their rights to freedomof ex-
pressionandpeacefulassembly—andtodo
itsutmost,inlawandpolicy,toprotectIndia’s
robustcivil society”. Shealsourged“theGoI
to release people charged under the
Unlawful Activities Prevention Act for sim-
plyexercisingbasichumanrights that India
isobligated toprotect.”

Thewriter is senior research fellowat
CERI-SciencesPo/CNRS,Paris, andprofessor
of IndianpoliticsandsociologyatKing’s

India Institute

Christophe Jaffrelot

SanjayKumar

HOLLOW IDEAS

THISREFERSTOthereport, ‘Dynastyof
corruption fromgeneration to genera-
tion makes country hollow: PM
Modi’(IE, October 28. ) The PM ad-
dressed the challengeof “dynastic cor-
ruption” and urged citizens to fight
against it.Anothereventtookplacethe
sameday—a21-year-oldwomanwas
shotby twomen;oneof theaccused is
thegrandsonofanex-MLA. Foralmost
sevenyears, theModi governmenthas
been trumpeting hollow ideas.With
casesofphysical,mentalandsexualha-
rassmentbecomingroutine,thegovern-
mentandpublichavebrushedthemun-
derthecarpet.ThePM’sspeechisfutile.

AnkitaSharma,Panchkula

CHANGE PATTERN
THISREFERSTOtheeditorial, ‘Resistthe
Binary’(IE, October 28). The long-term
solutiontostubbleburningistochange
thecroppingpattern.Milletsandpulses
canbeencouraged. Unfortunately,state
governmentsrelyonriceandwheat to
keep farmers happy. The Punjab legis-
lation to ensureMSP security only for
these twocrops isacase inpoint.

DimpyBhatia,Delhi

IMMATURE POLITY
THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘Give re-
formsachance’(IE,October28).Theun-
warrantedpoliticisationof theissueby
somestategovernmentsindicatesthat

Indian democracy and federalism are
yet tomature. The 1991 economic re-
forms have established the urgency of
reforms for us. But politicians invoke
thewelfare of the poor farmers to jus-
tify theirpoliticalmanoeuvring.

BShubhada,viaemail

EDUCATION VISION
THISREFERSTOthearticle, ‘Makeboard
exams irrelevant’(IE, October 27). The
unfinishedagendaof the last twoedu-
cation policies of 1968 and 1986/1992
havebeencompletedwiththereforms
inNEP2020.Onehopesthatthiseduca-
tionalrevolutionwillbringaseachange
inemploymentopportunitiesaswell.

RajivBoolchandJain,Zirakpur

LETTER TO THEEDITOR

DOES THE provision of Article 44 of the
Constitution of India relating to uniform
civil code target only inter-personal diver-
sity in family law? Though not warranted
bythewordingof theprovision, thishasal-
ways been the general belief among the
custodiansof stateauthority, includingthe
judiciary. Ignoring the words “throughout
the territoryof India”at theendof thearti-
cle, they have invariably understood it as a
directive only for the repeal of the tradi-
tionalpersonal lawsandtheir replacement
by a common family lawAct. The tremen-
dous territorial diversity in the country’s
family law regime, existing since the pre-
Independenceera,hasbeenperpetuatedby
executive action and has never been
frownedupon in any court judgment.
Thepreliminarysectionsinallcentralfam-

ily law Acts enacted by Parliament since
Independencedeclare that theywill apply to
“thewholeof Indiaexceptthestateof Jammu
andKashmir.”Tothesesections,anewprovi-
sionwasadded in1968 inall theseActs, pro-
nouncingthat“nothinghereincontainedshall
applytotheRenoncantsintheUnionTerritory
of Pondicherry.” A third exception, notmen-
tionedintheseActsbutotherwisewellknown,
isthatnoneoftheseActsappliesinGoa,Daman
andDiu. A fourth exception, relating to the
north-eastern states of Nagaland and

Mizoram, emanates fromArticles 371Aand
371Gof the Constitution, decreeing that no
parliamentarylegislationwillreplacethecus-
tomary lawandreligion-basedsystemfor its
administration inboth these statesunless so
demandedbythelocallegislatures.Eatinginto
theconstitutionallyordainedprincipleofgen-
erality of family law throughout the country,
theseexceptionsregulatetheextentofallcen-
tral laws— from theHinduMarriage Act of
1955uptotheMuslimWomen(Protectionof
RightsonMarriage)Actof2019.
In Goa, Daman andDiu, the Portuguese

rulershadrecognised locallyprevailingper-
sonal lawsbythename“nativecustomsand
usages”,whichwereseparatelycompiledfor
thethreeterritoriesandgiventheforceoflaw
by royal decrees issued from Lisbon. The
PortugueseCivilCodeof1867wasextended
to theseplaces in1869,with a rider thatna-
tivecustomsandusageswillbesafeguarded
“so far as they are not inconsistent with
morality or public order.” The new laws of
civilmarriages enacted in Portugal in 1910,
andofcanonicalmarriagesenforcedtherein
1946,were also later extended to the three
territories,butwithasimilarprotectivepro-
visionforthelocalcustomarylaws.Uponthe
merger of these territories into the Indian
union after Independence, the Goa, Daman
and Diu Administration Act of 1962main-

tainedthestatusquobylayingdownthat“all
laws in force” there earlier shall continue to
applyuntilandunlessamendedorrepealed
byacompetentauthority.
None of the central family lawActs has

beenextended to the said territories till date
—thePortugueseCivil Code remains in force
therealongwith thecodesof nativecustoms
andusages and thematrimonial decrees of
1910and1946citedabove.FormationofGoa
as a state in 1987madeno change in this re-
gard.ThatGoaisgovernedbyacommoncivil
code is, in fact, a commonlyprevailingmyth
sharedevenbysomelearnedjudges.Whatwill
be theposition inDamanandDiu after their
mergerwithDadraandNagarHaveliin2019to
formasingleUnionterritoryisyetuncertain.
InPuducherry,duringtheFrenchrule, the

nativepopulationhadbeengivenanoptionto
choose between the personal laws then in
force there and theCodeNapoleon of 1804,
and thosewhohadopted for the latterwere
calledrenoncants(renouncers).Afterthegrad-
ualmerger of the territory into theUnionof
India after independence, the Pondicherry
(Laws) Act of 1968 extended all the central
familylawActs,buteachwithariderthatthey
wouldnotapplytotherenoncants.
The exclusionary provision relating to

JammuandKashmirfoundinthecentralfam-
ilylawActshademanatedfromArticle370of

the Constitution. Last year, in 2019, the
Constitution (Application to Jammu and
Kashmir) Act and the Jammu andKashmir
(Reorganisation)Acthavedrasticallychanged
thepositioninthatpartofthecountry.Thelat-
ter Act has extended there all central family
lawenactmentsandrepealedtheparallellocal
laws—asmanyas15.
Bringing Jammu and Kashmir into the

country’smainstreamof familylawsisanex-
ercisethatneedstobeundertakenalsoforGoa,
Daman andDiu, Puducherry, Nagaland and
Mizoram,wherethepresentsituationisanan-
tithesis to the constitutional doctrine of uni-
formity in family law for the entire nation.
Thereisnojustificationforkeepingsomecho-
sengroupsof Indiancitizensperpetually tied
downtofamilylawsbasedeitheronoutdated
foreign lawsor onarchaic local customs. The
citizens’fundamentalrightstoequalitybefore
lawandequalprotectionof the lawsguaran-
teedby theConstitution call for a similar ac-
tion in respect of these territories aswell. So
doestheprovisionofArticle44enjoiningthe
statetomakeendeavourstosecureforthecit-
izensauniformcivilcodethroughouttheter-
ritoryof India.

Thewriterisdistinguishedjuristchairand
professorofeminence, InstituteofAdvanced

LegalStudies,AmityUniversity

All statesmustbebrought into themainstreamof family laws

Unfinished task
TahirMahmood
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EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER28

IN A yearmarred by Covid-19,
deepeconomicdistressandun-
certainty over school-reopen-
ings, the latest Annual Status of
EducationReport(ASER)under-
lineswhatcouldbekeymarkers
of thatanguish--therearemore
children ingovernment schools
thantwoyearsago,andasignif-
icant number of them are not
enrolledinthecurrentacademic
year.
The phone-based survey,

done in September, the sixth
month of national school clo-
sures, was released on
Wednesdayandshowsashift in
enrollment fromprivate togov-
ernment schools -- 69.55 per
cent children in the 6-14 age
group are enrolled in govern-
mentschools,upfrom66.42per
cent in2018.
It’sashiftthat’svisibleacross

gradesandamongbothgirlsand
boys -– the survey shows the
proportion of boys enrolled in
government schools has risen
from 62.8 per cent in 2018 to
66.4 per cent in 2020, while for
girls, that number has gone up
from70 per cent to 73 per cent
in thecorrespondingperiod.
While changes in school en-

rollment can only be accurately
measured once schools reopen
and children return to their
classrooms, ASER 2020 shows
that5.5percentchildrenarenot
currentlyenrolled for the2020-
21 school year, up from 4 per
cent in 2018. This difference is
the sharpest among the
youngestchildren(ages6to10),
possibly because they have not
yetsecuredadmissiontoschool.
While 1.8 per cent children in
thisagegroupwerenotenrolled
in2018,thathasspikedto5.3per
cent.
Yet, in an academic year

when learning has shifted al-
most entirely to online plat-
forms,thesurveyhasfoundthat
smartphones – that one device
thatspellsaccessthisschoolyear
–havepenetrateddeeply.
Among enrolled children,

61.8percent liveinfamiliesthat
own at least one smartphone.
Whetherthesewereboughtbe-
foretheschoolshutdownsoraf-
ter to facilitate learning, this is a
big jump from two years ago,
whenmerely36.5percentchil-
dren lived in families with at
leastonesmartphone.
But in a sobering reminder

that smartphone ownership
alonedoesn’tguaranteelearning
-- especially in householdswith
morethanonechildinschooland
wheremultiplefaultlinessuchas
gender play out -- the survey
found that despite the high
smartphone penetration, only
aboutone-thirdofthemreported
getting some form of learning
material from their teachers in
theweekprecedingthesurvey.
Yet, most children (70.2 per

cent)saidtheydidsomeformof
learning activity that week
throughmaterial shared by tu-
tors or familymembers them-
selves.
It’sthisparental/community

involvement that’s among the
most heartening finds of this
survey -- almost 75 per cent of
childrensaidtheyreceivedsome
form of learning support from
familymembers,witholdersib-
lingsplayingakeyrole.
This kindof supportwasev-

ident even among children
whose neither parent has stud-
ied beyond primary school,
though childrenwithmore ed-
ucated parents receivedmore
support.
Forexample,54.8percentof

children whose parents had
completed Class 5 or less re-
ceivedsomeformof familysup-
port, as compared to 89.4 per

cent of childrenwhose parents
had studied beyond Class 9.
Similarly, children in lower
grades getmore family support
than inhigherones.
WilimaWadhwa, Director,

ASER Centre, told The Indian
Express that this role played by
familiesisthebigtakeawayfrom
the survey. “In our work in
Pratham, we have always in-
volvedmothers and families. In
this nationally representative
sample, we see similar dynam-
ics, where families -- mothers,
fathers, siblings -- are support-
ing children regardless of their
education levels. This strength
needs tobe leveragedby reach-
ingouttothemandreducingthe
distance between schools and
homes,” shesaid.
In a sign that governments

cranked up their machinery to
respondtothecrisis,whileover-
all more than 80 per cent chil-
drensaidtheyhadtextbooksfor
theircurrentgrade, thispropor-
tionwashigheramongstudents
enrolled ingovernment schools
(84.1 per cent) than in private
ones (72.2percent).
ASER2020wasconductedin

26 states and four Union
Territories. A total of 52,227
householdsand59,251children
in the 5-16 age group were
surveyed.

ASERsurvey: In Covid year,more kids
in govt schools,manynot enrolled

Class9studentsatagovernmentschool inNoidaafter the
school reopenedfollowingthe lockdown. File/AbhinavSaha

RITIKACHOPRA
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER28

THEDECISIONto suspendDelhi
UniversityVice-Chancellor(V-C)
YogeshTyagionWednesday, on
theordersofPresidentRamNath
Kovind, over alleged dereliction
of duty is the latest in a series of
actions against V-Cs of central
universities,andisrepresentative
ofthegovernment’scomplicated
relationshipwiththem.
Under the Narendra Modi

government,anunprecedented
11 central university V-Cs have
eitherbeensackedorhavefaced
an inquiry, orwere forced to re-
sign/goonleave. Insixcases,the
governmenthadmovedagainst
itsownappointees.
Here are theV-Cswho faced

theModigovernment’s ire:

■ On February 15, 2016, then
President PranabMukherjee, in
an unprecedented move, ap-
proved the sacking of Visva-
Bharati V-C Sushanta
Dattagupta, making it the first
everremovalofacentraluniver-
sityheadinthecountry’shistory.
A UPA government appointee,
Dattaguptawas sacked on four
counts, including charges of
making25illegalappointments,
drawingpensionfromJNUalong
with his salary from Visva-
Bharati without getting it de-
ductedfromhispay,andgetting
his liquorbills reimbursed.

■ The same year, the govern-
ment also removed Chandra
Krishnamurthy, V-C of
Pondicherry University, on
charges of academic fraud.
Appointed by the UPA-2,
Krishnamurthy, the ministry
probe found,hadauthoredonly
one book against the claim of
three inherCV.

■Uttarakhand V-C Jawahar Lal
Kaul’ssackinginDecember2017
wasthefirstinstanceoftheModi
governmentgivingtheaxetoone
of itsownappointeesinacentral
university. Kaul was dismissed
oncharges of allowing affiliated
colleges to increase seats above
the permitted limit and under-
chargingaffiliationfee.

■ Manipur University head
AadyaPrasadPandey first came
under the scanner in August
2018when an agitation by stu-
dentsandteachersparalysedthe
university for over amonth. An
inquiryfoundthathewasabsent
fromthecampusforalmost200
daysoutof the583heservedas
V-C from October 26, 2016, to
May30, 2018.Hewas sacked in
February thisyear.

■Intwoinstances,centraluniver-
sityV-Csresignedbeforetheend
oftheirtermanticipatinggovern-
mentaction.AllahabadUniversity
headRattanLalHanglooresigned
in January this year, even as the
governmentmoved a proposal

seeking President Ram Nath
Kovind’sapprovalforinitiatingan
inquiry into financial and aca-
demic allegations against him.
ArvindAgrawal,V-CofMahatma
GandhiCentralUniversityinBihar,
quitinOctober2019amidallega-
tions of falsifying his academic
records. The resignation came
withinweeksof thegovernment
seekinghiscommentsonallega-
tions of fudging information
about his PhD degree and aca-
demicperformanceattheunder-
graduatelevel.

■ BHU V-C G C Tripathi was
asked by the government to go
on leave in 2017 even as hewas
at the centre of a stormover his
allegedmishandling of protests
bywomenstudentsoveraninci-
dent of alleged sexual harass-
ment on campus and several
casesofallegedinstitutionalbias
againstwomen. He finished his
termwhileonleave.Tripathiwas
the fourthheadof a central uni-
versity appointed during Smriti
Irani’s stint as Education (then
HRD)Ministerwhoeitherquitor
weresackedorsentonleavebe-
forecompletingtheir term.

■ Inquiries initiated against
headsofDelhiUniversity(Dinesh
Singh),JamiaMilliaIslamia(Talat
Ahmad), Aligarh Muslim
University(ZameeruddinShah),
IGNOU (Mohammad Aslam)
wereeither closedorputon the
backburner.

INQUIRYORACTIONAGAINST 11VARSITYHEADSSINCE2016

DU V-C sixth Central
varsity head appointed by
Modi govt to face action

HINAROHTAKI
PANCHKULA,OCTOBER28

ASMANY as 70 cows and bulls
diedwhile30othersfell illatthe
Mata Mansa Devi Gaudham,
Haryana’s state-of-the-art cat-
tle pound located adjacent to
Mansa Devi Temple in
Panchkula on Wednesday.
Officials of the animal hus-
bandry department said that
prime facie, food poisoning ap-
pears tobe thecauseof death.
DrAnilKumar,deputydirec-

torof theanimalhusbandryde-
partment, told The Indian
Express:“Wehavetakensamples
including that of fodder. In fact,
manyothercattle thatare ill are
respondingtotreatmentforpoi-
soning and have recovered,
whichindicatesthatprimarily, it
could be a case of food poison-
ing. They had symptoms of as-
phyxiaandbloating.”Hefurther
saidthataround30cattlehadre-
covered.
Asked whether there was

any possibility of it being a
Covid-19 infection and as a
handfulof casesofanimalscon-
tracting the infection abroad
have been reported, he said, “It
doesn’t seem so because only
those in shed nos. 2 and 3 have
been infected... It appears that
theyhaveconsumedsomespoilt
foodthatcameindonation.Post-
mortem has been conducted
and reportswill be available by
tomorrow."
Those managing the trust

statedthatataround9.15pmon
Tuesday, they got to know that
somecowsweregettingrestless,
followingwhich a teamof doc-
torswas rushedto thespot.
Haryana Assembly Speaker

Gian Chand Gupta Gupta told
The Indian Express that a three-
member committee has been
constitutedtoinvestigatethein-
cident from all angles and has
been asked to submit a report
within threedays.
"Themanagerofthegaushala

got to know at around 9.15 pm
that the cowswere restless and
some had even collapsed.
Workersthenfoundthatthosein
these two shedswere falling ill
and immediatelya teamof doc-
torswascalled.Theytreatedthe
cattlealmostthroughthenight I
havebeentold,"headded.
The Speaker further said,

"CCTV footage is being checked

toseewhoallcametoofferfood
in the form of donations to the
cattle."
MansaDevi Complex police

station SHO Inspector Yashdeep
said that to rule out foul play,
CCTV footage of Tuesday and
Wednesday are being checked.
No FIR has been lodged in con-
nectionwiththedeathsasofnow.
Toavoidsecurityissues,huge

police force including senior of-
ficers was deployed at the
gaushala. The area where the
cattlehaddiedwascordonedoff.
Seniorofficials includingthe

DCalso reachedthespot.
InauguratedinOctober2013

bythethenHaryanachiefminis-
ter, the gaushala is run by the
Panchkula Gaushala Trust
whosepresident is Kulbhushan
Goyal. The trust has over 15
members. It is spread across
about sixacresof land.

HARYANA’SMATAMANSADEVIGAUDHAM

70 cattle dead in Panchkula,
food poisoning suspected

Veterinarydoctorsandstaffwithsomeof thesickcattleat
thecattlepoundinPanchkulaonWednesday. Jaipal Singh

SHAJUPHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
OCTOBER28

THEMALAYALAMwomanactor
whowasabductedandsexually
assaulted in 2017 approached
Kerala High CourtWednesday,
seeking a change of the trial
courthearing thecase.
This comes after the trial

court turneddownasimilarde-
mandof theprosecution.
The high court is likely to

consider thepetitiononFriday.
Additional Sessions Judge

(CBI Special Court) Honey M
Vargheseiscurrentlyhearingthe
trial.Thehighcourthadassigned
the trial to this court following
theactor’sdemandforawoman
judgeforin-cameraproceedings.
Thewomanactorhasalleged

inherpetitionthatthetrialcourt
isbiasedandhostile.
The petitioner has alleged

that the copy of the Central
Forensic Science Laboratory re-
port was handed over to the
counsel of the eighth accused
(actor Dileep) on a day when
therewasnopostingforthetrial
without notice to the prosecu-
tion.Shehasalsoallegedthatthe

trialcourtremainedamutespec-
tator when the petitioner was
beingexaminedandharassedby
thecounseloftheeighthaccused
and that the court had failed to
recordcertainportionsofthetes-
timonials deposed by the peti-
tioner, deliberately andwithout
any lawful jurisdiction.
She has also alleged that the

courtfailedtoupholdthespiritof
in-cameratrial,withoutrestrict-
ingthenumberof lawyers inthe
court and alsomade scandalous
allegations against the prosecu-
torandtheinvestigatingagency.
Earlier thismonth, thepros-

ecutionmoved a petition in the
trialcourtdemandingchangeof
thecourt.
OnOctober24,thetrialcourt

dismissed the petition, saying
theprosecutorwasabsentinthe
case and the lawyer represent-
ingtheprosecutorwasreluctant
toargue thecase.
ActorDileep isoneof theac-

cused in the case. The prosecu-
tionhasstatedinitschargesheet
thatDileep conspired to abduct
and assault the woman actor
and assigned the task to a gang.
During the ongoing trial, a few
prosecution witnesses have
turnedhostile.

JOHNSONTA
BENGALURU,OCTOBER28

A FEDERAL court in the US has
asked Antrix Corporation, the
commercial armof ISRO, to pay
Bengaluru start-up Devas
Multimedia Pvt Ltd compensa-
tionamountingto$1.2billionfor
cancelingaJanuary2005dealto
build and launch two satellites
to providemultimedia services
via thespacebandspectrum.
The US federal court for the

WesternDistrict ofWashington
onTuesdayconfirmedanarbitra-
tion award made by the
InternationalCourtofCommerce
on September 14, 2015, in favor
of DevasMultimedia -- on ac-
count of the government can-
celling the 2005 satellite deal in
February2011bycitingtheneed
forusageoftheS-bandspectrum
forsecuritycommunications.
DevasMultimedia,startedby

a few former ISRO officials and
US businessmen, subsequently
approachedtheUSfederalcourt
forconfirmationof the ICCarbi-
tration award in2018. Last year,
theUScourthadimposedagive-
year stay on proceedings to
awaitprogressincasesfiledover
thematter in Indiancourts.
OnSeptember17,theUSfed-

eral court removed the stay on
thepleaofDevas--toenforcethe

compensation pay-
ment sought from
the Indian govern-
ment over the failed
deal--bycitingalack
ofprogressincasesin
courts in India.
“The petition to

confirmforeignarbi-
tral award, is
granted,” US federal
court Judge Thomas
S Zilly said in an or-
der issuedTuesday.
According to the

order,“fullamountof
the award – $562.5
million – together
withpre-award sim-
pleinterestattherate
of three-monthUSD
LIBOR +4%, from
February 25, 2011, to
thedateoftheaward,

September 14, 2015
($672,791.593.75)”isthecompen-
sationthatAntrixCorporationhas
topayDevasMultimediaforcan-
cellationof the2005deal.
In addition, theUS court has

saidthatsimpleinterestattherate
of18percentperannumonaward
amount “from the date of the
award”,which is September 14,
2015,“tothedatethatjudgmentis
entered ($331,787.64 per day)”
mustbepaidby theCentral gov-
ernmententity.“Anyobjectionsto
theamountoftheJudgmentshall
befiledonorbeforeNovember3,”
thecourtstated.
In the course of the argu-

ments leading up to the confir-
mation of the award, Antrix
Corporationhadcontendedthat
itshouldnotbetreatedasanex-
tension of the Government of
India,andthattheUScourtdoes
nothave jurisdiction to confirm
thearbitrationaward.
The US federal court, how-

ever,ruledthatithasjurisdiction
in the dispute since Antrix
Corporation is a firm belonging
to the Government of India.
“Antrixhasnosatellites,satellite
launchvehicles,transponders,or
electromagneticspectrumof its
own, but rathermarkets assets
owned and controlled by ISRO
and DOS [Department of
Science]. Most of Antrix’s com-
mercialactivitiesarefinancedby
theGovernment of India.Much
of Antrix’s leadership is ap-
pointed by the Government of
India,” theUScourtobserved.
The court has also cited ex-

tended negotiations andmeet-
ings conducted in the US since
2003leadinguptothesigningof
the 2005 deal as examples of
Antrixhavingtherequired“min-
imumcontacts” in theUS.
Underthe2005dealISROwas

supposedtoleasetwocommuni-
cation satellites for 12 years at a
cost of Rs 167 crore to Devas
Multimedia.Thestartupfirmwas
toprovidemultimediaservicesto
mobile platforms in India using
the space band or S-band spec-
trum transponders on ISRO's
GSAT6and6Asatellitesbuiltata
costofRs766crorebyISRO.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

ANTRIX-DEVASDEAL

Bengaluru start-up
to get compensation
of $1.2bn from ISRO
wing, rules US court

IYf¹ffÊ»f¹f A²feÃf¯f Ad·f¹f³°ff d½fôb°f
´ffSmX¿f¯f ¸f¯OX»f-´fi±f¸f, CX.´fi. ´ff½fSX
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CX´fIZY³ýi, ¸fbSXfQf¶ffQ ´fdSXÀfSX, ¸fbSXfQf¶ffQ
d³fd½fQf d°fd±f d½fÀ°ffS Àfc¨f³ff BÀf I f¹ffÊ»f¹f
IZ ´fÂffaI 2337 dQ³ffaI - 28.09.2020 õfSf
Af¸fadÂf°f Bd¯O¹f³f E¢Àf´fiZÀf, ³fBÊ dQ»»fe/
A¸fS Cªff»ff (dW³Qe Q`d³fI ), ¸fbSfQf¶ffQ ¸fZÔ
dQ³ffaI 29.09.2020 I û ´fiI fdVf°f BÀf
I f¹ffÊ»f¹f I e Àff¸ff³¹f d³fd½fQf Àfa.- 83-
d½f.´ff.¸fa.¸fb./ BÊ-d³fd½fQf/ 2020-21 dQ³ffaI
28.09.2020, ªfû dQ³ffaI 28.10.2020 I û
Jû»fe ªff³fe ±fe, IZ Jb»f³fZ I e d°fd±f
A´fdSWf¹fÊ I fS¯f½fVf dQ³ffaI 10.11.2020
°fI d½fÀ°ffdS°f I e ªff°fe W`Ü C´fSû¢°f
d³fd½fQfAûa IZ Àf¸¶f³²f ¸fZÔ VfZ¿f d³f¹f¸f ½f Vf°fZÊa
´fc½fÊ½f°fÐ SWZÔ ¦feÜ WXÀ°ff./- A²feÃf¯f
Ad·f¹fa°ff, ´fÂffaIY: 2668, dQ³ffaIY
28/10/2020

ABDUCTION-SEXUALASSAULTCASE

Kerala actor moves HC
for change of trial court

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
LUCKNOW,OCTOBER28

AGIRL,whowaskeptataprotec-
tionhomeinBareillyaftersheal-
legedlyelopedwithayouthfrom
another community and was
broughtbackfromRajasthan,has
beensenttolivewithherparents
on the court's directives. Police
have also dropped the kidnap-
pingcaseagainsttheyouthafter
thegirl showeddocuments that
she was 19-years-old and had
gonewiththeyouthonherown.

On October 17, the girl's fa-
ther lodged an FIR alleging his
“17-year-old daughter”was ab-
ductedbyayouth fromanother
community. The case led to the
attack on thepolice stationby a
mob allegedly led by local BJP
leadersonOctober20.
OnTuesday, thegirl,beforea

judicialmagistrate,refusedtogo
totheyouth'shouse,andinstead
saidthatshewouldstaywithher
parents. Thecourt thenordered
tohandoverthegirl'scustodyto
her parents, said Bareilly ASP
RavindraKumar.

KIDNAPPINGCASEDROPPED

Back from Rajasthan, UP
girl to stay with parents

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
HYDERABAD,OCTOBER28

AFTER A 36-day trial, a court in
Telangana'sWarangal handed
down the death penalty to the
man who allegedly killed ten
people—includinghis lover and
sixofherfamilymembers—and
dumpedmost of their bodies in
awell.
ThechainofkillingsbySanjay

Kumar Yadav, 24, began on
March6withhis partner Rafiqa
whowas said to be pressuring
him tomarry her, according to
police.OnreturningtoWarangal,
Yadav told Rafiqa's brother-in-
law,MohammedMaqsood, that
she had stayed back with her
family inWest Bengal. Butwith
nonewsofher,Maqsoodandhis
family threatened to inform the
police.ThepolicesaidYadavthen
plottedtokillthefamilyofsix.On
May 21, Yadav allegedly again
mixed sleeping pills in the food
consumed by the family and
three others because theywere
present there.
Yadav was arrested by the

police, who used CCTV footage
and call data records to zero-in
onhim.

Telangana court
hands death
sentence to man
who killed 10

Lucknow:BJPMLAAlkaRai,inale-
ttertoCongressgeneralsecretary
PriyankaGandhi Vadra, has ac-
cused theCongress government
inPunjabof helping jailedgang-
ster-turned-politicianMukhtar
Ansarievadecourtappearances.
Rai is thewife of former BJP

MLAKrishnanandRaiwhowas
shotdeadalongwithsixothersin
Ghazipur in 2005. Ansari, a five-
termMLA,wasnamedkey con-
spiratorinthemurdercase.InJuly
last year, a special court inDelhi
acquitted him. Ansari, BSPMLA
fromMau, is nowatRopar jail in
Punjabinanextortioncase. ENS

Lucknow:Announcingthatitwouldbearallex-
penses for the higher education of Akanksha
Singh, who secured 100 per cent score in the
NationalEligibility-cum-EntranceTest(NEET),
the UP governmentWednesday said CMYogi
Adityanathwillwritetotheofficialsconcerned,
asking themtorankAkankshaas the topper.
TheannouncementwasmadeonadayAdit-

yanathfelicitatedKushinagarresidentAkanksha.
TheCMsaid,“Akanksha,byscoring720out

of 720marks, hasmade her town Kushinagar
andtheentireUttarPradeshproud.Notonlyfor
students of her age... Akanksha is a rolemodel
foreverygirl.” ENS

BJP MLA writes to
Priyanka: Punjab govt
shielding gangster

UP to write to NEET officials,
seek topper tag for state girl

New Delhi
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EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
LUCKNOW,OCTOBER28

A26-YEAR-OLDmanwaskilled
after a stray bullet hit him dur-
inga clashbetween twogroups
of different communities in
Dakshin police station area of
Firozabad district late on
Tuesday evening. Three men
were arrestedWednesday. An
unidentifiedmanwas also in-
jured in the firing.
VictimAmitGuptawas shot

while hewas standing outside
hishouse.HisfamilyWednesday
protested at the Ghanta Ghar
crossing,demandingcompensa-
tion and action against the ac-
cused.Theprotestwascalledoff
afterofficialspromisedaction.
“An FIR was lodged against

six named and 15 unidentified
peopleatDakshinpolicestation
onWednesday. Three persons,
whoplayedavital role inthein-
cident,havebeenarrested,”said
Additional Superintendent of
Police, City, Mukesh Chandra
Mishra.
According to police, one

Rizwanwas unloading bangles
from his bike at a godown at
Badhi Chapati locality on
Tuesdayafternoon. Meanwhile,
ane-rickshawhitthebike,dam-
aging some bangles. This re-
sultedinaheatedargumentbe-
tween e-rickshaw driver Raj
KumarandRizwan,saidMishra.
Thematterwasresolvedfol-

lowinginterventionbylocals, in-
cluding businessman Sanjay
Gupta.After sometime,Rizwan
andhisfriendscarryingfirearms
and sticks returned to the spot
and fired in the air outside
Sanjay Gupta's godown. A stray
bullet hit Amit Gupta, who
worked at a bangle godown, in
his chest.Hewasdeclareddead
atahospital.

UP: 1 shot as
two groups
clash over
road mishap

AISHWARYAMOHANTY
BHUBANESWAR,OCTOBER28

AN ODISHA woman was
Wednesdaydetainedbythepo-
lice after she allegedly sold her
nine-day-oldgirlforRs15,000to
a childless couple in Sambalpur
district.
Thewoman, in her late thir-

ties, is a contract labourer who
has been out of work since the
lockdown, her father told The
Indian Express. She already had
five children and her husband,
hadleftherafewmonthsago,he
added.
Officials from the district

child helpline raided the house
of the couple who bought the
child. “They told us they had
adoptedthechild.Theyclaimed
tohave all the legal documents.
Butnoneof theparties involved
couldfurnishanydocument.We
then approached the police,”
Child Helpline Officer, Sanjay
Sagar toldThe IndianExpress.
Thebabyisnowinthecareof

the District Child Welfare
Committee. The police have
booked and detained the
womanandthecouple.

Mother of six
detained for
‘selling’ baby
for Rs 15,000

AMILBHATNAGAR
NOIDA,OCTOBER28

TWODAYS after themutilated
body of awomanwas found in
Meerut, the policeWednesday
said a man claiming to be her
husbandhascomeforwardwith
the contention that she was
killedbyapersonshehadeloped
with. TheMeerut Police said it
will carry out aDNA test to ver-
ify the identityof thewoman.
“Amanapproachedus from

thedistrictonTuesdaystatinghe
wasawareof thewoman'siden-
tity. Wewill bematching DNA
samples of the body and the
man since this is a significant
lead,” said Arvind Kumar, CO
Kotwali.
Theman told thepolice that

thevictimwashiswifewhohad
eloped with another man two
daysbeforethebodywasfound.
He believed that the affair had
gonewrong.
The woman's body was

Monday founddecapitated and
chopped intomultiplepieces.

Mutilated body
in Meerut: Man
says victim
killed by lover

New Delhi
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‘From next Budget, we need big infrastructure
push, government spending to drive growth’

Ontheworldeconomyninemonths into
thepandemic
Thequestionweshouldbeaskingourselves

is,what is thepermanentdamage thatCovid is
going to do to economies around the world?
Two years fromnow,will there be permanent
damage to output? And this is where the IMF
analysis is important. There are actually esti-
mates that therewill be $11 trillion of lost out-
putin2020-2021,butoverthenext5years,there
will $28 trillionof lost output. Inparticular, the
Fundestimatesthatfordevelopedmarkets,GDP
will be3.5%belowwhat theywouldhavebeen
pre-pandemic, and emergingmarkets will be
5.5%ofGDPcomparedtowhattheywouldhave
been. So, whatever growth forecast we had in
December 2019, for the next 4-5 years
economieswillbeproducingbetween3-5%less
than that…
China is the only country that bucked the

odds.IfyoutakeChinaoutoftheequation,allde-
velopedandemergingmarkets,evenin2021,will
notbeattheir2019-leveloutput.Evenwhenwe
talkaboutIndia,youhavetosaywhatwillGDPbe
twoyears fromnowandcompare it towhatwe
thoughtGDPwouldhavebeenpre-Covid.

Ontheimpactof India'smeasures from
April tomid-October
Well, there's been a lot ofmeasures...We've

seenRBIconstantlyrolloutnewinstruments,there
was regulatory easing,we saw forward guiding
introduced for the first time in India. I amsureat
somepointwewill talkabout trade-offs that the
RBImayfaceifinflationissticky.Onthefiscalside,
thegovernmenthasmadeaconsciousapproach
togoaboutthisinastep-wisemanner.Oneration-
alecouldbethatas theeconomyopensup, fiscal
multipliersgethigherandwecanspend.
Now,thequestionisthattherewillbeperma-

nent damage to India aswell—howmuch fire-
powerdoyousaveforlater,howmuchfirepower
doyouusefornow?Myownviewissoonerrather
thanlater,becausethinkofwhattheobjectiveis—
youwanttopreventeconomicnon-linearity,you
want toprevent firms fromgoingbankrupt, you
want toprovide income support to households,
and youwant to backstop the financial system.
Thetrade-off isthatontheonehandthelateryou
wait,maybeyougetahigherfiscalmultiplier,but
youwanttoactsoonenoughtopreventthesenon-
linearities because that hurts theproductive ca-
pacityof theeconomy.

Onwhya10%contractionisexpectedwhen
all indicatorssuggestrecoveryoncourse
Remember,muchof that 24% contraction in

April-Junewas because the economywas shut
down.So,as theeconomyopensup,we’llexpect
a rebound. Thegoodnews is thatwe’re seeing a
pretty strong rebound, particularly in goods and
industry.Number two, the infectionrate in India
continues to get lower, so someof that fear pre-
miumhasgoneaway,andyouareseeinghouse-

holdsgraduallybegintonormalisetheiractivity.If
you lookat thehouseholdconsumerconfidence
surveys,forthefirsttimesinceSeptemberhouse-
holdsarealittlebitmoreoptimisticaboutthefu-
tureoneyearout,versuswheretheywereinJuly.
Now,weneedtointerpretthisdataverycare-

fully, at least for three reasons. One is, some of
thiscould justbepent-updemand—theglobal
economy in the thirdquarter is growingat35%
annualised,butthefourthquarterwillbe7%.So,
wemay well be seeing that households will
spend in September-Octoberwhat theywould
haveotherwise spent inApril-August. So let us
see if this sustains.
Themoreimportantpointis,rememberserv-

icesare55%ofGDPandwhatwearemeasuring—
mainlyexports,imports,freight,cargo—theseare
allgoods,andaroundtheworldyouareseeingthat
the goods sector is recoveringmuch faster than
the services sector. If you look at hotel services,
professionalservices,constructionservices,these

arerecoveringmuchmoreslowly.
ThelastpointI’llmakeis,ultimatelywehaveto

ask ourselves, two years fromnow,wherewill
India’sGDPbe?Thatwilldependcruciallyonthe
hysteresis in the labourmarket and the financial
markets.On the labourmarkets,we still need to
bealittlebitworriedandvigilant.

Onwhenhotels,tourism,restaurants,aviation
—the worst-hit—canhopetorecover
I thinkwe’ll have to open in a calibrated and

intelligentmanner.Europeopenedtoosoon,peo-
ple got too relaxed, now they are seeing a huge
surgeininfection.Intheservicessector,Ithinkthe
openingwillbefarmorecalibrated.Ithinkwewill
learn to livewith social distancing,we’ll learn to
livewithmasking,butit’sonlywhenthereisavac-
cine and the fear completely dissipates that hu-
manbehaviourwillgobacktonormal.

Wheregrowthcancomefromif services

remainsubdued
Consumptiongrowthinthelastfiveyearshas

beenverystrong,7%.Butwhat’s lessappreciated
is that a lot of that consumptionwas driven by
householdsrunningdownsavingsandtakingon
debt. The key to future consumption is theper-
ceivedpermanenceof theshock.That’swhatwe
are seeing in the household surveys already.
Householdsaretellingus,goingforward,Iwillbe
markingmyconsumptiondown,mysavingswill
likelygoup.Householdsperceivepermanent in-
comeasbeinghit,sodon’texpectconsumptionto
gobacktothesame7-8%growththatwesawpre-
pandemic.Exportswillalsobechoppy.So if con-
sumptionandexportsarenotgivingyoumuchfi-
nal demand, then it is hard to expect private
investmenttobebooming...
Paradoxically,eveninthenextcoupleofyears,

thegovernmentmayhave todrivegrowth.Now
whatdoImeanbythat?Mypersonalpreference
isalargeinfrastructurepush,fromthenextBudget
weneedabiginfrastructurepush,thegovernment
spending todrive growth.Why is this so impor-
tant?Becauseinfrastructurehasveryhighmulti-
pliersoftheeconomy,infrastructurewillboostag-
gregatedemandandhopefully crowd inprivate
investment. Itwill fill someof the jobs vacuum.
Infrastructure also boosts potential growth, so
thereisagoodreasoninmymindforthenexttwo
yearsforgrowthtobedrivenbyinfrastructure.The
million-dollar question is, howdoyoupay for it,
givenall the fiscal issueswespokeabout? Inmy
mind,theobviousanswerisaggressiveassetsale.
Thereis noshortageofassetstosellinIndia—in-
frastructure assets, landassets, public sector en-
terprises...Thisisagoodtimetodoit.

Onwhetherthegovernmentcouldriska
higher fiscaldeficit
Ithinkitisatrickyquestionbecauseofwhere

ourstartingpointsare.Withafiscaldeficitof10%
of GDP and debt-to-GDP at 72, India does not
have unlimited fiscal space. Now, India’s fiscal
deficitwill increasebyabout4.5to5%ofGDP,so
we keep saying that there is no fiscal stimulus,
but deficit goes up by 4.5% of GDP. In ordinary
times youwould look at that increase and say,
that’s a fairly substantial fiscal injection...

Onhowtomakethemostof thecurrent

accountsurplusexpectedthisyear
Aneconomy’scurrentaccountsurplusisnoth-

ing but the savings-investment balance and by
runninga surpluswhatwe’re saying is that sav-
ings-investment surplus of the private sector,
households and corporations is higher than the
savings-investmentdeficitofthegovernmentand
thepublicsector.Inotherwords,Indiahasexcess
savingsatthispointbecauseofacurrentaccount
surplus,about1.5%ofGDP.Now,capitalflowshave
been very strong, so the balance-of-payments
surplus is actually 3.5%of GDP—excess savings
available totheeconomy.Sowhatarebanksdo-
ing? They are essentially buying government
bonds. Youhave got excess savings, banks have
this liquidity, and they are going to buy govern-
ment bonds because they don’t want to take
creditrisktolendtorealeconomies...Soinaway
this is a safety valve for the economy, because it
meansthatifyouhavetheextrasavings, thebad
newsis, it issymptomaticofweakaggregatede-
mand. A current account surplusmeans aggre-
gatedemandisveryweak.Thegoodnewsisthat
itgivesyouspace.Ifpolicymakersdecidetohave
more fiscal stimulus this year or earlynext year,
thereisspaceintheeconomytoabsorbthatwith-
out the RBI having tomonetise that deficit and
confrontdifficult trade-offs.

Whetherthiswindowofopportunity
shouldbeusednowratherthanlater
Mypersonal view is, yes. I think around the

worldyouneedtoseetwokindsoffiscalresponses.
Inthecrisishere,it’saboutkeepingthepatientalive,
it’saboutmakingsureaggregatedemandisstrong
enoughtokeep thesesmall/mediumenterprises
alive.We’vedoneaverygoodjoboncredit,butre-
memberwhat credit does. SMEswhoget credit,
that allows themtopay salaries andother costs,
but ultimately it also increases debt levels, ulti-
mately economic viability comesdown to rev-
enues. So if thegovernment canboost aggregate
demand, which then spills down into small/
mediumenterprises, their economicviability in-
creases.So Iwoulddowhat’snecessary inthere-
mainingpartofthisyear.Nextyear,thinkaboutin-
frastructurebutfinancethatthroughassetsales.

Onwhetherthegovernmentshould
intervenewithwagesubsidies
The question again is, how do you target,

whichfirmsdoyoutarget?Dowehavedataforin-
formalfirms?Thecreditguaranteewasavailable
toSMEs thathadalreadyborrowed,whatabout
SMEs that hadn’t borrowed? I think the impor-
tantpointaboutwagesubsidies isthattheypro-
vide certainty of income and therefore precau-
tionary savings will go down if people have
certaintyof jobs.Butit isasupplysideissue,ulti-
mately a firmwill only hold on to labour if rev-
enues goup and aggregate demandgoes up. So
weneedtodowhatwillboostaggregatedemand.
If SMEs can see revenue demand, revenues are
strong,demandisstrong, itwillbe intheir inter-
esttoholdontotheirworkers.

TRANSCRIBEDBYMEHRGILL
(Editedexcerpts)

VVIIDDEEOO:: youtu.be/lndV0fbQQG8

AUDIENCEQUESTIONS

Ontheriskofpossiblestagflation
inIndia
Why is inflation being so sticky? I think

there are two elements to this. One is that
in the last 3-4months, core inflation actu-
ally went up from below 4% to 5.5%. The
goodnewsis,overthelastthreemonths,the
momentum of core inflation has begun to
fall...
The worry is more on the food front,

wherewe'veseenverysticky foodinflation
forthelast12months.Butagainthehopeis
that over the next 4-5months, food infla-
tionwill comedown.A lot of theRBI's abil-
itytosupportthebondmarketandsupport
growth is predicated on the fact that infla-
tion over thenext sixmonths comesdown
from 7% plus towards four percent in the
secondquarter of next year. Let’s hope that
thathappensbecause if food inflationstays
sticky and there is any evidence of that
spilling intocore, thenthat’ll reallycompli-
cate economicmanagement further.

Wheregovernmentshouldbespendingin
infrastructurepush
India is oneof those countrieswith such

alargeinfrastructuredeficitthatthequestion
shouldbe,whereshouldn’titbe.Ifwearego-
ing to position ourselves as joining global
valuechains,ashavingexportsdrivegrowth,
then youwant to have infrastructure con-
nectingthehinterlandtoports.Healthinfra-
structurewillneedabigboost,publichealth
facilities,urbaninfrastructureneedsupport...
I think there is no shortage of infrastructure
opportunitieshere.Nowagain, this is easier
said than done. There are last-mile imple-
mentation challenges, landacquisition is an
issue,youhavetofindshovel-readyprojects,
so I amnotarguing that youcanbuild infra-
structure in two quarters and boost aggre-
gatedemandnow.Iamjustsayingthatif the
privatesectorisgoingtotaketimeinthenthe
next 12, 18, 24months to recover, thenwe
shouldhavealargepublicworksprogramme,
findshovel-readyprojectsandexecutethat.

Ninemonths intothepandemic,where is theeconomyheaded?Inthis interactionwithanationwideaudience,SAJJIDZCHINOY,Chief India
Economistat JPMorganandPart-timeMember inPM’sEconomicAdvisoryCouncil,discussesthechallengesandsuggestswaystomeetthem

SajjidChinoyinconversationonZoom
withPVaidyanathanIyer,NationalAffairs
Editor,TheIndianExpress

CORONAVIRUSDASHBOARD

A STUDY in 216 Covid-19
patients has found over
80% have vitaminDdefi-
ciency. The patientswere
hospitalised at Hospital
UniversitarioMarqués de
Valdecilla in Spain. Men
hadlowervitaminDlevels
thanwomen. Thosewith
lowvitaminD levels also
had raised serum levels of
inflammatorymarkers. The study is
published in the Journal of Clinical

Endocrinology &
Metabolism.“Oneapproach
is to identifyand treatvita-
minDdeficiency,especially
inhigh-riskindividualssuch
astheelderly,patientswith
comorbidities, andnursing
homeresidents,whoarethe
main target population for
theCovid-19,”studyco-au-
thor José LHernández said

inastatement.
Source:TheEndocrineSociety
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Study finds 80 per cent Covid
patients deficient in vitamin D
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THERESERVEBankof India’sstudyonstate
governments’finances,releasedonTuesday,
indicates that gross fiscal deficits (GFDs) of
stategovernmentsaresettodoublein2020-
21.With theCovid-19pandemichavinghit
thefinancialpositionofstateshard,thenext
fewyearsaregoingtobechallenging.

WhereareGFDsofstatesheaded?
In 2020-21, about half the states have

budgetedtheGFD-to-GSDP(grossstatedo-
mestic product) ratio at or above the 3%
threshold, althoughmost of these budgets
werepresentedprior to theonsetof Covid-
19,theRBIsaid.Thedirectionofpossiblere-
visionisevidentfromthefactthattheaver-
ageforstatespresentingtheirbudgetbefore
theoutbreakofthepandemicis2.4%ofGSDP,
while it is4.6%fortheremainingstatesthat
made their budget presentations after the
outbreak.Thus,statesaregrapplingwiththe
pandemicwith constrained fiscal space. In
termsof primarybalances,most states are
incurring primary deficits in 2019-20, as
againstprimarysurplusesattheonsetofthe
globalfinancialcrisis, theRBIstudysaid.

Howlongwillthestresscontinue?
Thecrisis literaturefocusesontheoper-

ation of ‘scissor effects’— loss of revenues
due to demand slowdown, coupledwith
higherexpenditureassociatedwiththepan-
demic. The duration of stress on state fi-
nanceswilllikelybecontingentuponfactors
suchasthelockdowntenureandtheriskof

newwaves of infection, all ofwhichmake
traditionalbackward-lookingtaxbuoyancy
forecastingmodelsunreliable, according to
theRBI study. Thequality of spending and
the credibility of state budgetswill assume
critical importance. Thenext fewyears are
goingtobechallengingforthestates, itsaid.

Whatwillbetheimpactonstates?
Given the clear inter-linkagesbetween

growth and tax revenues and considering
the fact that tax revenues fall faster than
GDPwhengrowthisnegative,taxrevenues
are likely to be reduced for the next few
years, the RBI said. Pandemic-related
spending, particularlyonhealthandother
supportmeasures, are likely to keep these
expenditures high, prolonging the ‘scissor

effects’. Inaddition, states’ fiscalpositionis
likelytobeaffectedbyasurgeincontingent
liabilities (guarantees). In thismilieu, state
governmentsmay have to face the tough
choice of putting investment projects on
hold, but, given themultiplier associated
with capital spending, thiswill inevitably
entail growth losses in a vicious cycle.
“States’indebtednessissettorise,andif itis
not accompanied by an acceleration in
growth,fiscalsustainabilitywillbecomethe
casualty, overwhelming themodest gains
of theprudence inrecentyears,” it said.

Whathappenedduringearlier
pandemics?
Anevent studyanalysis using fourpan-

demicsinIndia—the1896plague,the1918
Spanish flu, the1957Asian fluandthe1974
smallpox—showsthatallof thesewereas-
sociatedwitha contraction/deceleration in
GDP, with the 1918 flu registering the
sharpestdownturnofabout13%.Therecov-
erypattern is similar—a sharp rebound in
the immediate subsequentyearbecauseof
favourablebaseeffects,followedbycontrac-
tion again, and theGDPgrowth rate finally
returningtopre-pandemiclevelsin3-4years.
Theseoutbreakshavealsodepressedper

capitaeconomicoutput,withvariedmagni-
tudes. The recovery, however, hasbeenob-
servedtobeswiftandcompletewithintwo
years of theoutbreak, except in the case of
the 1918 fluwhenGDPper capitawas re-
storedtopre-outbreaklevelsonlyin1922.

WhatdoestheRBIsayaboutthe
pandemicresponseinspecificstates?
KERALAMODEL:Thepresenceofem-

powered local governance institutions and
communityparticipationhelpedtheKerala
state in effectively reaching out to affected
people, theRBIsaid.Withtheresurgencein
newcases, Kerala is actively roping in the
servicesof local self-governments (LSGs) in
its fight against the pandemic. LSGs have
beenentrustedwith collectionof informa-
tion, spreading awareness, identifying vul-
nerable sections, ensuring quarantine and
lockdownguidelinesbeing followed,disin-
fectingpublicplacesandensuringthesupply
of essential servicestothoseunderquaran-
tine.Thestatemanagedtocontainthespread
of the pandemic in the firstwave of infec-
tions.However,thestatewitnessedasecond
waveof infectionswith the arrival of non-
residentKeralitesfromoutsidethestateand
withtheeasingofrestrictions.
DHARAVIMODEL:TheRBIsaidpublic-

privatepartnershipandcommunitypartici-
pation played a crucial role in combating
Covid-19inDharavi.Thegovernmenttiedup
with local privatedoctors, hospitals,NGOs,
volunteers andelected representatives and
civilsocietyorganisations,whilefollowinga
rapidactionplanofaccessibletesting,proac-
tive screening, earlydetection, contact trac-
ing, timely isolationandputting suspected
andhigh-risk contacts in institutionalquar-
antinefacilitiesinlargenumbers,theRBIsaid.
Community participation, community
kitchensandcollectivesolidaritywerethekey
features that helped contain the spread.
Enforcingastrictlockdownandblockingthe
movementof residents except for essential
servicescontrolledthecontagion.Dharavihas
flattened thecurveand isworthyof emula-
tionworldwide(WHO),itsaid.

HowCovid-19 has impacted state finances,
and how long the stress is likely to continue

Public-privatepartnershipand
communityparticipationplayeda
keyrole incombatingCovid-19 in
Dharavi,RBIhassaid. ExpressArchive
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ASIA

SKoreatargets
carbonneutrality
by2050
PRESIDENTMOONJae-in
of SouthKorea, oneof the
world’smostfossil-fuelre-
liant economies, said on
Wednesday the country
will go carbonneutral by
2050. Theannouncement
comesdaysafterJapansaid
itwould cut greenhouse
gases tozeroby2050and
becomeacarbon-neutral
society.“Togetherwiththe
international community,
wewillactivelyrespondto
climatechangeand target
carbonneutralityby2050,”
Moonsaid inaspeech.He
pledgedtospend8trillion
won ($7.10 billion) on a
“GreenNewDeal” aimed
at creating jobs andhelp-
ing the economy recover
fromthecoronavirus fall-
out by replacing coal
dependence with
renewables.REUTERS

SouthKorean
PresidentMoonJae-in

TOPOFTHE
WORLD

NIGERIA

Judgedismisses
casesagainst47
mencharged
underanti-gaylaw
A NIGERIAN court on
Tuesday threwout a case
against 47men charged
withpublicdisplaysofaf-
fectionwithmembers of
samesexbecauseofwhat
thejudgecalledthefailure
ofprosecutorstoappearin
court and call witnesses.
The trial, heard in Lagos,
waswidely seen as a test
case for a law introduced
in 2014 that bans same-
sex “amorous relation-
ships.” The law carries a
jail termofupto10years.
Themenwerearrestedin
apoliceraidonaLagosho-
telinthecity’sEgbedadis-
trictin2018.Policesaidthe
menwerebeing initiated
intoagayclub.REUTERS

THEGULF

Qatarapologises,
probesforced
examinations
QATAR APOLOGISED
Wednesdayafterauthori-
ties forcibly examined fe-
male passengers from a
Qatar Airways flight to
Sydney to try to identify
who might have given
birth to an abandoned
newborn baby, even as
Australia said itwas only
oneof10flightssubjected
to the searches. Under
pressure after Australia
condemned the searches,
Qatar said it began an in-
vestigation into the inci-
dent.Qatarofferednoex-
planationof howofficials
decided to perform inva-
sive examinations on the
women.AP

YANZHUANG&
DAMIENCAVE
OCTOBER28

AS IF from hibernation,
Australia’s second-largest city
emergedfromoneoftheworld’s
longest andmost severe lock-
downsWednesday,feelingboth
traumatized and euphoric after
weeks of shared sacrifice that
broughtadeadlysecondwaveof
thecoronavirus toheel.
It took 111 days, but

Melbourneandthesurrounding
stateofVictoriarecordednonew
infections Monday, and

Wednesdaythousandsofstores,
cafes,restaurantsandbeautysa-
lons opened their doors for the
first time inmonths.
“That isanachievementthat

everysingleVictorianshouldbe
proudof,”saidthestate’stopof-
ficial,DanielAndrews.
Thecollectiveexitforacityof

5 million came suddenly and
none too soon— Andrews had
insistedonavery lowthreshold
of cases before lifting the lock-
down. It ended a dizzying and
lonely experience thatmany in
Melbournedescribedasanemo-
tional roller coasterwitheffects
on the economy, education and

mentalhealth thatwill linger.
TheturnaroundsinceJulyhas

beendramatic: Infections at the

timewerethreateningtospiralout
of control, hittingapeakofmore
than700aday.Schools,businesses

and houses of worship closed.
Peoplecouldnottravelmorethan
3milesfromhomewithoutaper-
mit.Theycouldgooutsideforonly
anhour(thentwo),andforweeks,
theyfacedanightlycurfew.
Now, Victoria has subdued

the viruswhile European coun-
triesthathadsimilarcaseloadsa
few months ago — and that
ended their lockdowns after
overcoming initial waves of in-
fections—arestrugglingwithan
explosionofnewcases.Thehard-
wonsuccesshasallowedpeople
in Melbourne to reenter their
city, Australia’s capital of coffee
and culture, even if they areun-

surehowtenseor loosetobe.
“Is there enormous relief?

Absolutely,enormouscelebration,
yes,”saidDrStephenDuckett,the
healthprogrammedirectorforthe
Grattan Institute, a policy think
tank based inMelbourne. “But
noneofuswanttogothroughthis
again,sowealsoknowwehaveto
becautious.”
“Ithinkit’shardtothinkofan-

othercommunityanywhereelse
—Ithinkinternationallyaswell—
that’s been so stoically accepting
of theverystrictrestrictionsthey
faced,” said Paul Strangio, a pro-
fessor of politics at Monash
UniversityinMelbourne.“They’ve

madeadecision, Victorians, that
healthhadtobeputfirst.”
Still,ifthere’spride,there’slit-

tlehubris.AlloverMelbourneon
Wednesday, people crawledout
oftheirhomestoseekaversionof
thelivestheyhadputonhold.
Theearlyadoptersappeared

atmidnightinsidethehandfulof
bars across the city thatopened
attheexactmomenttheycould.
AtCherryBar,ahole-in-the-wall
rockvenue, 20people (the legal
limit for now) ordered drinks
andswapped lockdownstories.
“It feels surreal,” said Ryan

Gribble,37,whowasaregularpa-
tronbeforethepandemic.NYT

AUSTRALIA’S SECOND-LARGEST CITY WAS LOCKED DOWN FOR 111 DAYS

Melbourne’s lockdown that felt like it might last forever has ended

InMelbourne,Australia,onWednesday.AP

NEWYORKTIMES
OCTOBER28

FORMER US Vice President Joe
Biden filled Democrats with
hope and fear when he an-
nouncedastheweekbeganthat
he would be campaigning in
IowaandGeorgia, inadditionto
more traditional end-of-race
stops inWisconsinandFlorida.
As Biden campaigned on

TuesdayinaregionofGeorgiathat
is filledwith signs and flags sup-
portingPresidentDonaldTrump,
nervousDemocratshadunpleas-
ant flashbacks to 2016, when
HillaryClintonfamouslyinvested
resources andvisitedArizona in
the final days of the race,while
failingtosetfootinWisconsin.
Risk-averseDemocraticvoters

wondered:Whywasn’t Biden
simply spending the rest of his
wakinghoursuntilNov3livingin
Pennsylvania,withitstroveof20
electoralvotes,almostasmanyas
Georgia and Iowaput together?
Therewas no need to spike any
footballs — just a need for the
campaigntoavoidlosing.
TheTrumpcampaigntriedto

paint Biden as overly confident,
justasClintonwasfouryearsago.
“Weencouragehimtospendtime
and resources inGeorgia,where
thepresidentisdefinitelygoingto
win,” said Tim Murtaugh, the
Trump campaign communica-
tionsdirector.“He’swastingtime
instateshecan’twin.”
Meanwhile,theTrumpcam-

paigndeployedMelaniaTrump,
the first lady, to Atglen,
Pennsylvania, a very rare cam-
paign stop — the only one this
year—foroneof thePresident’s
mostpopularsurrogates.Trump
spent Tuesday shoring up sup-
port in states in the Midwest,
with rallies in Michigan,
WisconsinandNebraska.
Other Democrats, however,

said theywere encouraged that
theBidencampaignfeltcomfort-
ableenoughtodevoteresources
to states like Georgia and Texas,
forcingTrump’scampaigntouse

some of its limited cash to play
defence in Georgia, while still
spending on targeted ads in
PennsylvaniaandFlorida.
Meanwhile, the floodof peo-

plemoved to cast their ballots
earlyhasgrownsostrongthatthe
early vote has already exceeded
half of thenumber of votes that
were counted during the entire
2016presidentialelection,accord-
ing to data compiled by the US
Elections Project.More than 73
million Americans had already
mailedintheirballotsorvotedin
person,accordingtotheproject.

MATTHEWLEE
MALE,MALDIVES,OCTOBER28

US SECRETARY of State Mike
PompeoonWednesdaybrought
theTrumpadministration’santi-
China campaign to two Indian
Oceanislandnationsconsidered
particularly at risk for what
American officials allege is
Chineseexploitation. Inonesig-
nificant step, Pompeo an-
nounced that the United States
would for the first timeopenan
embassy in theMaldives.
PompeovisitedSriLankaand

the Maldives to press the two
countriestobeonguardagainst
potentialpredatorylendingand
investmentbyChina.
Pompeo, whowill also visit

Indonesia,pressedeachcountry
to push back against increasing
Chinese assertiveness in the
Indo-Pacific.
USofficialscomplainthatde-

velopment and infrastructure
projectsbenefitChinamorethan
thepresumed recipients—a re-
frain Pompeo repeatedwith Sri
Lankan ForeignMinisterDinesh
Gunawardena. Pompeo said the
country could be “a beacon” for
freedomanddemocracyinthere-
gionas longas it retained its “full
sovereignty.”
“That is quite a contrast to

whatChinaseeks,”Pompeosaid.
“The Chinese Communist Party
is a predator. The United States
comes in a different way. We
comeasa friendandapartner.”
TheMaldives is facingmajor

debt of more than $1 billion for
Chinese infrastructureprojects.
InanodtoUSconcernsabout

Chinese influence, Pompeo an-
nouncedthattheUSwouldopen
an embassy in theMaldives for
the first time since the countries
establisheddiplomatic relations
in1966.Cooperationbetweenthe
USandtheMaldiveshas“takenon
new importance as the Chinese
Communist Party continues its
lawless and threatening behav-
ior,”Pompeosaid.AP

LALITKJHA
WASHINGTON,OCTOBER28

ANAMERICANspiritmakerhas
agreed to pay $19.5 million to
settle abriberyprobe in theUS
after theDepartmentof Justice
alleged that itpaidabribeofRs
10 lakh to a senior Indian gov-
ernment official for the ap-
proval of a licence to market
and sell its “ready-to-drink”
products in India.
According to its admissions,

from the time Chicago-based
company acquired the Indian
businessin2006,throughtothe
endof the thirdquarterof 2012,
Beam India paid bribes and
madeotherimproperpayments
tovariousIndiangovernmentof-
ficials, including corrupt pay-
ments to obtain or retain busi-
ness in the Indianmarket.
The Department of Justice

(DoJ)allegedthatBeamSuntory
Inc had a scheme to pay bribes
toanIndiangovernmentofficial
inexchangefortheapprovalofa
licence to bottle a line of prod-
uctsthatBeamsoughttomarket
andsell in India.
This among others included

efforts by a then-member of
Beam's legal department to af-
firmativelyavoiduncoveringin-
formation related to improper
activities and practices by third
partiesengagedbyBeaminIndia
thatpresentedcorruptionrisks.
According to its admissions,

Beamconspiredwithotherstovi-
olatetheForeignCorruptPractices
Act by engaging in a scheme to
payabribeofRs1milliontoasen-
ior Indiangovernmentofficial in
exchange for that official’s ap-
provalofalicencetobottle“ready-
to-drink” products that Beam
soughttomarketandsellinIndia
through its subsidiary, Beam
Global Spirits & Wine (India)
PrivateLtd.(BeamIndia).
The Department of Justice

did not name the Indian official
or officials who allegedly re-
ceived thebribes.PTI

Finalweekofcampaign:Biden looks to
expandsupport, Trumprallieshisbase

Trump atarally inOmaha,
Nebraska,andBidenin
Atlanta,Georgia.Reuters

USSecretaryof StateMikePompeowithSriLankan
PresidentGotabayaRajapksa inColomboonWednesday.AP

US firm bribed
Indian officials
for licence:
Dept of JusticeANDREASRINKE&

SUDIPKAR-GUPTA
BERLIN,PARIS,OCTOBER28

GERMANY AND France pre-
pared to announce restrictions
approaching the level of last
spring’s blanket lockdowns on
Wednesday as Covid-19 deaths
acrossEuroperosealmost40%in
aweek, sending financial mar-
ketssharplyloweronfearsofthe
likelycosts.
German Chancellor Angela

Merkel isdue tomeet statepre-
miers to discuss closing restau-
rants and bars but keeping
schools and nurseries open,
while allowingpeople to goout
in public onlywithmembers of
theirownhousehold.
In France, which has seen

more than 50,000 new cases a
day, President Emmanuel
Macronwill give a televisedad-
dress onWednesday evening
when he is expected to an-
nouncefurthercurbsonpeople’s
movements following the cur-
fewmeasuresintroducedacross
muchof thecountry lastweek.
The measures, following

similarmovesinItalyandSpain,
areexpectedtoleaveschoolsand
most businesses working and
would be less severe than the
near-total lockdowns imposed
at thestartof thecrisis inMarch
andApril.
But the economic cost is

likely to be heavy, wiping out
the fragile signs of recovery
seenover thesummerandrais-
ing the prospect of a double-
dip recession. European stock
markets dived onWednesday,
hitting their lowest levels since
June,while theeuro fell against
the dollar.REUTERS

Peopledemonstrate in
supportof theeventssector
affectedbyCovid-19curbs,
inBerlin,Wednesday.Reuters

KARISHMAMEHROTRA
BUCKSCOUNTY,
PENNSYLVANIA,OCTOBER28

AMERICA’STWOworlds,Redand
Blue, collide in purple
Pennsylvania’sgeographyandde-
mography. Republicans focuson
the rural middle, straddled by
Democraticfootholdsintheeast-
ern andwestern cities. And the
roadtotheWhiteHouseforboth
sideshastopassthroughhere.
Sure,DemocraticnomineeJoe

Bidenisahead,hischancestothe
White House— roughly 75 per
cent—matchhismarginsofwin-
ning thismost pivotal state. But
thisisalsowherealmostallofthe
limited electoral maps in
PresidentDonaldTrump’sfavour
require him to win. And he’s
throwing everything into the
Pennsylvaniaring.
IfTrumpwinsthestate,hehas

an84percentchanceofwinning.
IfBidendoes,hehasa96percent
chanceofwinning,thedatateam
atFiveThirtyEightfound.“Asgoes
Pennsylvania,sogoestheElectoral
College,”theanalysisreads.
“ThePresidentknowshisroad

to theWhite House is through
Pennsylvania,” said Christopher
Nicholas,aveteranRepublicanpo-
liticalstrategist.“Theyarebothfo-
cusingon theplacesherewhere
theyarestrong.”
SixstraightDemocraticpresi-

dentialwinsinthestatehavekept
itmoreDemocratic-leaningthan
thenationalpopularvotesincethe
1950s. Suddenly, in 2016,
Pennsylvania became more
Republican than the nation.
Trump garnered 44,292 more
votes thanHillaryClinton, carry-
ingthestatewithlessthanaper-
centagepoint.
Nowonderthatthecandidates

and their familieshave spent the

most time and resources in this
state, both sidesvisitingmultiple
areaslastweekalone.Thiselection
season, thestatehashadsomeof
themost importantvoting rights
courtbattlesandregistrationout-
reach, as well as now major
protests Tuesdayafter thepolice
killingofaBlackman.
Asbothurbanandruralareas

deepen in their political colours,
thetargetistheirfrontier:thesub-
urbs.“Suburbanwomen,willyou
please likeme?”Trumppleaded
at a rally in a Pennsylvania town
lastweek. “Please. I saved your
damnneighbourhood,okay?”
“Ourgoalistorackupvotesin

the Philadelphia suburbs,” said
LopaKolluri,thePennsylvaniaco-
chair for the campaign’s South
AsiansforBiden.“Thegoalistobe
focused in the areaswherewe

knewwehad an impact.” In the
suburbsaroundthestate’slargest
city,Philadelphia,Clintonwonby
smaller margins than former
PresidentBarackObama.
Suburbsare small townssur-

rounding the country’s major
cities. Theyused tohousemostly
WhiteAmericans,whobegande-
sertingcitiesinthe1950s.Overre-
centdecades,thesuburbshavebe-
comemorediverse,morewealthy,
moreeducated,andmorelikethe
cities.Buteveninthattransforma-
tion, they voted for Trumpby a
marginof 5percent in2016, and
wereespecially crucial inbattle-
groundstateslikePennsylvania.
As thehighways curveout of

Philadelphiaandintothesuburbs,
theroadsignsforTrumpincrease
inatightmatchwithBiden’s.
In Bucks County, several

Democratic Party volunteers
helped voters navigate the
process,while a loneTrumpsite
overseerobservedfromacrossthe
pathsilently. JeffArnoldsaidhe’s
votingRepublican,buthiswife is
aDemocrat. “I don’twant Biden
taking the good peoples’ guns
away.Shesaysshe’safraidTrump
is going to takeawayourhealth-
care. There’s no influencingher,”
the47-year-oldsaid.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

73millionAmericanshavealreadyvoted,morethanhalf the totalvotes in2016election

RACE FOR
THEWHITE

HOUSE

EXPRESS IN
THEUS

Bothsigns jostle forattention inaPennsylvaniasuburb.
KarishmaMehrotra

All eyes on this prize: Red & Blue
collide in purple Pennsylvania

US charges 8 in
alleged Chinese
surveillance bid
Washington: The Justice
Departmenthaschargedeight
peoplewithparticipatingina
covert effort onbehalf of the
Chinese government that
aimedtolocateChinesedissi-
dents and others in the US
whowerewantedbyBeijing
and coercing them into re-
turning to China. Five of the
eight were arrested
Wednesday, accusedof par-
ticipatinginacovertoperation
thatofficials saywasbuilt on
intimidation, bullying and
“verydisturbing” tactics. The
otherthreearebelievedtobe
in China. The arrests are
among a series of recentUS
actions againstChina,which
PresidentDonaldTrumpre-
gardsasaprimeadversary.AP

Pompeo slams China
in quick visits to Sri
Lanka and Maldives
USset toopenembassy inMaldives

THEMIDWESTERNstatesof
WisconsinandIowa,which
Trumpwonin2016,arecru-
cial forhimtoholdontoashe
seekstoovercomethesub-
stantialnationalleadthat
Bidencurrentlyholds,ac-
cordingtopolls.Butthesurge
inCovidcasesthatthesetwo
stateshaveseeninrecent
dayscouldnothavecomeata
worsetimeforthePresident.
HehasrepeatedlysaidCovid
is“goingaway”,andhascon-
sistentlyplayeddownthe
virus.Pollsshowthecontest
inWisconsinandIowaare
tight,butTrump’shandlingof
thepandemicisnowreceiv-
ingnegativeratings,andmay
costhimthemust-winstates.

Midwest’sCovid
surgehurtsTrump

Germany, France set
for new lockdowns

UK expert says
first set of Covid
vaccines likely
to be ‘imperfect’

ADITIKHANNA
LONDON,OCTOBER28

THE FIRST set of Covid-19 vac-
cinestoberolledoutarelikelyto
be imperfect and might not
work equally for everyone, the
chief of the UK government’s
VaccineTaskforcehaswarned.
Kate Bingham, chair of the

Vaccine Taskforce set up earlier
thisyeartocoordinateglobalef-
fortsinsearchofaviablevaccine
against the novel coronavirus,
saiditwasimportanttomanage
expectationsastheearlydiscov-
eries are unlikely to be the “sil-
verbullet”thattheworldishop-
ing for to get to grips with the
pandemic.
“The firstgenerationof vac-

cines is likely to be imperfect,
andweshouldbepreparedthat
they might not prevent infec-
tion but rather reduce symp-
toms,and,eventhen,mightnot
work for everyone or for long,”
Binghamwrote inanarticle for
themedical journal The Lancet
thisweek.PTI

MARCYGORDON
WASHINGTON,OCTOBER28

WITHNEXTweek’selectionloom-
ing,theCEOsofTwitter,Facebook
and Google were scolded by
Republicans at a Senatehearing
Wednesday for allegedanti-con-
servative bias in the companies’
socialmedia platforms and re-
ceived awarning of coming re-
strictionsfromCongress.
The Trump administration,

seizing on accusations of bias
against conservative views, has
askedCongress to strip someof
theprotections that have gener-
ally shieldedthe techcompanies
fromlegalresponsibilityforwhat
peoplepostontheirplatforms.
“The time has come for that

freepasstoend,”saidSen.Roger
Wicker, chairman of the Senate
Commerce, Science and
TransportationCommittee.
He spoke at the opening of

the hearing as Twitter CEO Jack
Dorsey, Facebook’s Mark
ZuckerbergandGoogle’sSundar
Pichaiwaitedtotestifyviavideo.
Wicker cited themove this

monthbyFacebookandTwitterto

limitdisseminationof anunveri-
fiedpolitical story fromthe con-
servative-leaningNewYork Post
about Democratic presidential
nomineeJoeBiden.Thestorycited
unverifiedemailsfromBiden’sson
Hunter thatwere reportedlydis-
closedbyTrumpallies.
In their prepared testimony,

Dorsey,ZuckerbergandPichaiad-
dressedtheproposalsforchanges
to a provisionof a 1996 law that
has served as the foundation for
unfetteredspeechontheinternet.
Criticsinbothpartiessaythatim-

munity under Section 230 en-
ables socialmedia companies to
abdicate their responsibility to
moderatecontent.
Zuckerberg acknowledged

thatCongress“shouldupdatethe
lawtomakesureit’sworkingasin-
tended.”DorseyandPichaiurged
caution inmaking any changes.
“UnderminingSection230willre-
sult infarmoreremovalofonline
speechandimposeseverelimita-
tionsonourcollectiveabilitytoad-
dressharmfulcontentandprotect
peopleonline,”Dorseysaid.AP

At Senate hearing, social media
firms’ CEOs scolded over ‘bias’

(Fromleft)TwitterCEOJackDorsey,FacebookCEOMark
ZuckerbergandAlphabetCEOSundarPichai testify
remotelyduringaSenateCommerce,Scienceand
TransportationCommitteehearing.Reuters
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Insurers shell out `660 crore
for AI Express crash, largest
in Indian aviation market

What does the tie-up between
Harley-Davidson & Hero entail?

Dr Reddy’s looks to complete late-stage
trials of Sputnik V by mid-May next year
PRABHARAGHAVAN
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER28

ENROLLMENTOFvolunteersfor
mid-stage human trials of the
Russian Covid-19 vaccine
SputnikVislikelytobegininthe
next few days, said Dr Reddy’s
CEOErezIsraeli.Thefirm,which
will be conducting the testing
here, expects to complete late-
stagetrialsof thevaccinecandi-
date by mid-May next year at
the latest.
“Asforthetiming,westartin

the next few days,” said Israeli
during a virtual briefing follow-
ing the firm’s Q2 earnings on
Wednesday.Thefirmwillbeen-
rolling around 100 participants
in the phase 2 trials. Once it re-
ceivesapprovalitwillberecruit-
ingaround1,400participantsfor
thephase3trials.

“The phase 2, I hope,will be
finishedbyDecember—notjust
the enrollment and the trials,
but also compilations of the re-
sultsand,hopefully, therelevant
positiveresponsefromauthori-
ties thatwe can continue (with
the trials),” he said. “Phase 3
should be finished somewhere
aroundMarch...itcanbeasearly

as the end of March to April or
May,”he said.
Any decision to grant emer-

gency use approval for the vac-
cine here will be left up to the
Indian regulator, according to
him. “This will be a decision of
theauthorities...wehopewecan
bringtheproductassoonaspos-
sible,”hesaid.
WhileSputnikValreadyre-

ceivedapproval andwas regis-
tered by the Russian Ministry
ofHealth inAugust,DrReddy’s
hasnotheldanydiscussionson
the pricing of the vaccinewith
the Indian government so far,
said Israeli.
The Russian Direct

Investment Fund (RDIF), Dr
Reddy’spartnertosupplythevac-
cine,isintalkswithmanufactur-
erstoproduceSputnikVinIndia.
“Theproductwillbeproduced

inIndiawithapartner,”hesaid.

Sputnik V uses ‘human ade-
noviralvector’technology,using
two different geneticallymodi-
fied adenoviruses to carry the
spike protein. The vaccine con-
tainingthesecondadenovirusis
given 21 days after the first one
and is expected to “boost” the
body’s immune response and
build“long-lasting immunity”.
Dr Reddy’s received regula-

toryapproval earlier thismonth
toconductphase2/3trialsofthe
vaccine,whichwasdevelopedby
Moscow’s Gamaleya Research
Institute.Onceitreceivesregula-
toryapprovalhere,RDIFwillsup-
ply around 100million doses of
thevaccinetoDrReddy’sfordis-
tribution.Thevaccineisalsoun-
dergoingphase3clinicaltrialsin
Russiawithaproposednumber
of40,000subjects,aswellasad-
ditionalphase3trials intheUAE
thatcommencedthismonth.

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER28

THE TIE-UP announced by
Harley-Davidson with Hero
MotoCorp is part of the corpo-
ratemakeover by theAmerican
cruiser bike brand, which in-
volves exits from nearly 40
globalmarkets.

Whatdoesthetie-upentail?
On Tuesday, Harley-

Davidson said it has decided to
handoversales,serviceanddis-
tributionof itsproductstoDelhi-
based Hero
MotoCorp.Herowill
also take care of
salesofparts,acces-
sories, generalmer-
chandise,ridinggear
and apparels of
Harley-Davidson.
This arrangement is
similartorevampeddistribution
models being piloted byHarley
in 16 othermarkets outside the
US, apart from India. While
Harley-Davidsonannouncedthe
shutting down of Bawal, the
Haryana-basedassemblyfactory
a month ago, Hero MotoCorp

clarified that it won’t be taking
over theplant.
Speaking to ana-

lysts, Jochen Zeitz,
chairman, president
and CEO, Harley-
Davidson, said:
“Under our focussed
participationmodel,
we are exiting about

40marketswhere lowvolumes
and little profit do not warrant
investments.We are establish-
ing dealer-direct or distributor
model in about 17markets, and
our36highestpotentialmarkets
will have the leadership, re-
sources and clearly defined op-

erating framework that we be-
lieve will derive desirable
growth and profitability in the
future.”

Doesthedeal involve
equity transfer?
This,beingdefinedasanon-

equity tie-up, is a distribution-
basedpartnershipthatdoesnot
involve transfer of technology
fromHarley. A licensing agree-
mentallowsHerotodevelopand
sell a range of premiummotor-
cycles under the Harley-
Davidsonbrandname.
“With a complete reset of

our regional structure, we now
have a less cumbersome and
muchmoreefficientset-upand
have defined a clearer regional
strategyinNorthAmerica, India,
AsiaPacific andLatinAmerica,”
Zeitz said.
InSeptember,Harleyhadan-

nouncedtheclosureof Indiaop-
erations after 11 years of poor
performance, which saw the
company sell only 25,000 units
—way short of its annual target
of selling10,000units annually.
Harley did not offer any clarity
about the futureof theHaryana
factory in its statement.

GEORGEMATHEW
MUMBAI,OCTOBER28

THE CRASH of Air India (AI)
Express Boeing737plane at the
Kozhikode airport in Kerala has
cost global reinsurers and Indian
insurersRs660crore($89million),
the largest claimpay-out in the
Indianaviationmarket.
Of the reinsurers’ total claim

provisionof $89million,$51mil-
lionisforthehulltotallossand$38
millionfor liabilitythatmayarise
forpassengerswhodiedorwere
injured,TPLandbaggage lossetc,
saidAtul Sahai, CMD,New India
Assurance(NIA).
State-ownedNIA,whichhas

ledtheAIinsuranceaccountasthe
lead primary insurer, has paid
Rs373.83croreashullclaimtoAir
India, thehighesteverpay-out in
the Indian aviation insurance
marketinthissegmentarisingout
of thecrash.
On August 7, an AI Express

flight fromDubai to Kozhikode
overshottherunwayinoneofthe
worstaviationdisastersinIndian
history.Theaircraftwhilelanding
inthenightovershotthetabletop
runwayfallingintoavalley35-feet
below and broke into pieces,
killing21peopleonboard,includ-
ing both the pilots, and leaving
manyothersseverelyinjured.
The majority of claims are

funded by a few global reinsur-
ers including GIC Re,which has
paid $7 million as its share of
claimsettlement.
Besidespayingforthefullset-

tlementfortheHullclaim,NIA,the
largestgeneralinsurerinthecoun-
try,hasalsopaidRs3.50croreforli-
abilityasimmediaterelief topas-
sengers affected. “Wehavepaid
$51millionequivalenttoRs373.83
croreforAir IndiaHullclaimaris-
ing out of crash landing at

Kozhikode.Besides this,wehave
alsopaidRs3.50croreforliability
asimmediaterelief topassengers
affected,”Sahaisaid.
All liabilityclaimswillbepaid

after completion of profiling of
eachandeverypassenger, docu-
mentationandassessmentof all
otherliabilitieswhichmayarisein
duecourse,Sahaisaid,addingthat
liability claimpaymentmay take
afewmonthstocompletethedoc-
umentationprocessat reinsurers
end.“ThepaymentforaircraftHull
hasbeenmadewithintwowork-
ingdaysafterreceivingtheneces-
sarydocuments fromreinsurers,
settinghighstandardsof service,
reliability and always standing
with our clients in the times of
need anddistress. It speaks vol-
umes of our financial strength,
cash liquidity and the trust be-
stowedonusbytheentireIndian
airline industryaswearewriting
almost all commercial airlines in
India,”hesaid.
Air India had paid a higher

premiumof$30millionforasum
assured of $10 billion during
2020-21 renewal starting from
April 1. The total liability under
the liability policy taken byAI is
about$750million.

The AI insurance account is
majorlyreinsured—above95per
cent—intheLondonmarketwith
global re-insurers likeAIG, AXA
AllianzandGICReproviding the
reinsurancecapacity.Leadingspe-
ciality broker Global Insurance
Brokerswas thebroker for theAI
cover. TheAIExpresswillhave to
payacompensationofaroundRs
1.30croreeachtothenextofkinof
victims of the plane crash at
KozhikodeInternationalAirportas
per the Montreal Convention
treaty,whichimposespenaltieson
aircarriersforthedeathofpassen-
gersduetonegligence.
As an interimcompensation,

familiesofall190peopleonboard
havebeenpaidbytheairline’sin-
surance company, Air India had
said.A consortiumof fourpublic
sector insurers — New India
Assurance, National Insurance
Company, Oriental Insurance
Company and United India
InsuranceCompany—arethepri-
maryinsurersofAirIndia.
The share of NIA in the pre-

miumand claimswill be 40per
centandthebalance60percentis
shared equally by National
Insurance,OrientalInsuranceand
UnitedIndia.

RUPEECLOSESATOVER1-MONTHLOW

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,OCTOBER28

DOMESTIC STOCKmarkets on
Wednesday cameunder intense
sellingpressure as resurgenceof
CovidcasesinEuropeandtheUS,
lockdownsandworries over an-
other economic slowdown hit
sentiment acrossmajorbourses.
WithUS election uncertainties
adding to theworries, the BSE
Sensex fell 599.64 points to
39,922.46andtheNiftyIndexde-
clined159.80pointsto11,729.60.
The rupeedepreciatedby16

paise to settle atmore thanone-
month lowof 73.87 against the
UScurrency.
Analystssaidsharesacrossthe

worldplungedonWednesdayas
coronavirus infectionsgrewrap-
idlyinEuropeandtheUS,igniting

fears of possible strict lockdown
measures that coulddamageal-
readyfragileeconomicrecoveries.
Theuncertainty surrounding the
upcomingUS election also has
marketplayershesitant tomake
bigmoves.
“Europeanmarketstouched4-

6monthlows.Uncertaintyaround
USPresidentialelectionshassuc-
ceeded in triggeringa correction
in globalmarketswhichwas al-
ready reeling under Covid-19
cases.TheNiftylevelof11,661re-
mains a crucial support on the
downside,” saidDeepak Jasani,

head of retail Research, HDFC
Securities.
Indianmarketsarenowfalling

in tandemwith theweakglobal
trendastheworld’seconomicre-
coverywill slowdownthisquar-
terwithimplicationsonworldeq-
uities,saidananalyst.Themarket

isalsokeenlywatchingthedevel-
opments in the Bihar Assembly
electiononthedomesticfront.
IndusIndBankwasthetoplag-

gard in theSensexpack, skidding
3.45per cent, followedbyHDFC,
ICICI Bank, TechMahindra, Bajaj
Finance, UltraTechCement and
HDFCBank.
Meanwhile,thedomesticcur-

rency settled atmore thanone-
monthlowduetomonth-enddol-
lar demand from importers and
thegreenback’sgainsagainstma-
jorcurrencies.Lossesindomestic
stockmarkets and uncertainty
aheadof expected freshstimulus
measuresalsoweighedonthein-
vestorsentiment.
Attheinterbankforexmarket,

the rupee opened on a positive
note at 73.70 against the green-
back,butsoonparedgainstotouch
anintra-daylowof73.93.

‘87% households have access
to grid-connected power’
Amajority of households (87 per cent) in India have
access to grid-connect electricity, as per a survey
by NITI Aayog and the Rockefeller Foundation

62%usersofnon-
gridsources

areagriculturalcustomers

4% ofhouseholds
todaydonot

haveaccesstogrid-based
electricity

FINDINGS:
Overall,87percentrespondents
saidtheyhaveaccesstogrid-
basedelectricity.Theremaining13
percenteitherusenon-grid
sourcesforelectricityandlighting
ordon’tuseanyelectricityatall

KEYPOSITIVES:
Indiahasemergedasoneofthe

leaders inprovidingelectricity
access,almostdoublingthe
accessrateinthepast20years
from59.4percenttoextending
gridconnectionsto100percent
householdsinthecountry

MAJORISSUES:
Despiteachieving100percent
householdelectrification,access

toreliableandaffordableelectricity
supplycontinuestobeachallenge

66%ofsurveyed
customersare

satisfiedwiththeoverallservices
fromtheirutility

Differences insatisfaction
levelsbetweenurbancustomers
(75percent)andruralcustomers
(63percent)

UttarPradesh’sutilitieshave
performedfarbelowtheothers’,as
perthesurvey

METHODOLOGY:
Itwasconductedacross10states
withasamplesizeofover25,000
respondents Source:NITIAayogand

Rockefeller Foundation/PTI
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PRABHARAGHAVAN
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER28

BHARATBIOTECH,whichwill
soonbestartinglate-stagehu-
mantrialsofitsCovid-19vac-
cine on over 20,000 volun-
teers in India, is trying to
ensure its candidate can im-
proveclinicaloutcomesbyat
least 60 per cent. If itworks,
this vaccine — Covaxin —
would be able to prevent at
least 60 per cent of those in-
oculatedfrombeingclinically
diagnosedwithCovid-19.
Thiswouldbehigherthan

the50percentefficacycut-off
thattheIndiandrugregulator
and various international
counterparts have suggested
wouldbeenoughforfirmsto
meetinorderfortheirCovid-
19 vaccine to be considered
successful.“Whatgloballyhas
been accepted byWHOand
theUS FDA (American regu-
lator),MHRA (UK regulator)
andourNRA(Indiandrugreg-
ulator—CDSCO)is50percent
as the lower-bound efficacy
cutoff.We are designing our
trial for a60per centefficacy
cutoff, soweareabovewhat
the NRA wants,” said Sai
Prasad, executive director,
Bharat Biotech. “But, again,
thetrialwill telluswherewe
are,”headded.
“Wehavesomeinklingsof

efficacyfromouranimalchal-
lenge data in primates,” said
Prasad. “Wehavenowtested
the neutralising antibodies
fromourvaccineagainstthree
or four circulating Covid-19
strainsinIndia,anditprotects
againstthem,sothat’sagood

sign,” he said. “Thatmeans,
even if there are anymuta-
tionstothisvirus,thisvaccine
willhopefullyprotectagainst
it,”headded.
Even on the safety front,

theearly-andmid-stagetest-
ing on humans so far shows
that the vaccine has not
thrownupcauseforconcern,
accordingtohim.
“Our initial reactogenic

eventshavebeeninthat10to
15percentrange,whichisthe
normwhenwecompare it to
allourothervaccines,Wehave
not seen thehigh amount of
SAEs(SeriousAdverseEvents)
or reactogenic events com-
pared to some of the other
published vaccines that are
outthere,soweareverycon-
fident,”saidPrasad.
The Central Drugs

Standard Control
Organisation(CDSCO),India’s
top drug regulator, in
September released guide-
lines that showed it would
only approve Covid-19 vac-
cinesthatmetparameterslike
their ability to show they
could improve clinical out-
comesbyat least50per cent
duringhumantesting.
Bharat Biotech plans to

test 25,000-26,000 volun-
teers in the third phase of its
trialsforCovaxin,whichisex-
pected to take place in sites
across12-14states inIndia.

VACCINETRACKER
COVAXIN

Bharat Biotech aims to
improve clinical results
by at least 60%, above
regulator cut-off mark

AnAir IndiaExpress flightenroute fromDubaiskiddedoff
therunwaywhile landing, inKozhikode,onAugust7. PTI file

International passenger flight
suspension extended till Nov 30
ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER28

THE SUSPENSION of scheduled
international passenger flights
has been extended till
November 30 amid the coron-
aviruspandemic,theDirectorate
General of CivilAviationsaidon
Wednesday.
“However, the international

scheduled flights may be al-
lowedonselected routesby the
competent authority on a case-
to-case basis,” the Indian avia-
tion regulator said inacircular.
The scheduled international

passenger services have been
suspended in India sinceMarch
23 due to the coronavirus pan-
demic. But special international
flights have been operating un-

der the Vande Bharat Mission
sinceMayandunderthebilateral
‘air bubble’ arrangementswith
selectedcountriessince July.
India has formed air bubble

pactswith around18 countries,
including the US, the UK, the
UAE, Kenya, Bhutan and France.
Under an air bubble pact be-
tweentwocountries,special in-

ternational flights can be oper-
ated by their airlines between
their territories.
The Directorate General of

Civil Aviation (DGCA) circular
alsomentionedthatthesuspen-
sion does not affect the opera-
tion of international all-cargo
operations and flights specifi-
callyapprovedby it.WITHPTI

New Delhi: Hong Kong has
bannedAir India flights from
MumbaitillNovember10af-
terfivepassengersonitsflight
earlier thisweek testedposi-
tiveforCOVID-19postarrival,
theairlinesaidonWednesday.

Thisisthefourthtimethat
Air India flights from India
have been banned by the
HongKong government for
bringing passengers who
tested positive for the infec-
tionafterarrival.PTI

Hong Kong bars AI flights for 4th
time as flyers test Covid positive

NewYork: The S&P 500 and
theDowhittheirlowestlevels
since late-September on
WednesdayasasurgeinCovid
cases in the US and Europe
dashedhopesofaquickglobal
economicrecovery.
At2:15p.m.EDT,theDow

Jones Industrial Average fell
802.20points,or2.92percent
to26,660.99,theS&P500lost

100.83points,or2.97percent
to 3,289.85 and theNasdaq
Compositelost339.35points,
or2.97percent,to11,092.
Meanwhile, Brent futures

fell $2.23, or 5.41per cent, to
$38.97 a barrel by 2:15 p.m.
EDT, while US West Texas
Intermediate crude fell
$2.30, or 5.81 per cent, to
$37.27.REUTERS

Dow resumes slide, Brent falls 5%

Sensexcracks600points:Covid
cases,growth fears,USpollsweigh

Thecompanyplans
totest25,000-26,000
volunteers inthird
phaseof its trials

InSeptember,Harley
hadannouncedthe
closureofitsIndia
operationsafter11years
ofpoorperformance,
whichsawthecompany
sellonly25,000units–
wayshortof itsannual
targetofselling10,000
unitsannually

BRIEFLY
Sebidiscusses
direct listing,
IPOreforms
NewDelhi:Earlyfinalisation
of thedirect listing scheme,
developmentof the corpo-
rate bondmarket, and re-
formsinIPOnormsweredis-
cussed between Sebi and
investorsfromtheUS.

DPIITreleases
nextedition
ofFDIpolicy
NewDelhi:TheCommerce
and Industry Ministry on
Wednesday released the
nexteditionof its consoli-
dated foreign direct in-
vestment policy docu-
ment, incorporatingall the
changes made over the
past year.PTI

L&T revenue
drops 12%
Wins`25K-crorderfor
Bullettrain’sGujstretch

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,OCTOBER28

LARSEN&Toubrohas recordeda
12 per cent fall in consolidated
grossrevenueofRs31,035crorefor
the September quarter. With
labour at various sites reaching
nearpre-Covid levels, businesses
saw a pickup in executionmo-
mentum,comparedtoJunequar-
ter, and achieved 46 per cent
growth.Theboarddeclaredaspe-
cialdividendofRs18pershare.The
netprofit and share inprofit and
lossof joint ventures andassoci-
ates fromcontinuingoperations
before exceptional items for the
quarterwasatRs1,410crore.
It added it has won a

Rs25,000-croreorder toexecute
a portion of the Mumbai-
Ahmedabadbullettrainproject.

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER28

THECOVID-19crisisisaclarioncall
toSCOmembercountriestolever-
age their economic strength to
boosttradeandinvestmentinthe
region,CommerceMinisterPiyush
GoyalsaidonWednesday.

Addressingameetingoftrade
and economy ministers of
Shanghai CooperationOrgani-
zation (SCO)member countries,
hesaid:“Thecurrentcrisisdueto
Covid is a clarion call to the SCO
countriestoleveragetheeconomic
strengthandexplorepartnerships
that enhance trade and invest-
mentintheregion.”WITHPTI

CommerceMinisterPiyushGoyalattendsthe19thShanghai
CooperationOrganizationmeeting.@PiyushGoyalTwitterhandle

Covid crisis a clarion
call to SCO to explore
trade alliances: Goyal“Thephase2,Ihope,willbe

finishedbyDecember—
notjusttheenrollmentand
thetrials,butalso
compilationsoftheresults
and,hopefully,therelevant
positiveresponsefrom
authoritiesthatwecan
continue(withthetrials)”

EREZ ISRAELI
CEO, DRREDDY’S LABORATORIES

New Delhi



e-NIT No: SIMS 21 (P-II) OF 2020
Dated: 27.10.2020

Sub: Abbreviated Short Term Notice inviting e-tenders for Event Management and
Content Creation for Multiplatform Usage for Annual Day Celebration of SKIMS,
Srinagar.

For and on behalf of Lt. Governor UT of Jammu & Kashmir, through Director, Sher-I-Kashmir
institute of Medical Sciences, Soura, Srinagar, e-tenders under two bid system are invited from
reputed and professionally managed registered Branding & Communication agencies having
sufficient experience with creative and technical capabilities for Conceiving, Designing, Content
writing, Producing and Printing as per eligibility criteria given in the detailed NIT.

The detailed tender document containing scope of service and other details, terms & condi-
tions are available on www.jktenders.gov.in and complete bidding process will be online on said
e-tender portal as per following schedule:

GOVT. OF JAMMU & KASHMIR
DEPARTMENT OF MATERIALS MANAGEMENT (PURCHASE-2ND)

SHER-I-KASHMIR INSTITUTE OF MEDICAL SCIENCES, SOURA (SGR)
(e-mail: ammopurchase2@skims.ac.in)

Any clarification with regard to this tender can be obtained from the office of undersigned per-
sonally or through e-mail ammopurchase2@skims.ac.in

The tender notice is also available on SKIMS website www.skims.ac.in (for reference only).

Complete bidding process will be online at www.jktenders.gov.in Technical and Price bids
shall have to be submitted in electronic format on the said tender portal.

Director SKIMS reserves the right to accept/reject or cancel any tender or all tenders in full
of part thereof without assigning any reason.

The tenders should be submitted strictly in accordance with the provisions of the detailed
eNIT.

Sd/-
Asstt. Materials Management Officer

(Purchase 2nd)

No: SIMS 325 32/2020-1928-34-5546-49
Dated: 27.10.2020
SIMS-5548

S.No. Description Schedule

01 Tender Fee Rs. 1000/-

02 Earnest Money Deposit (EMD) Rs. 20,000/-

03. Last date for downloading & submission of From 04.11.2020 upto 4.00 p.m.
tenders.

04. Date & time for opening of technical bids 05.11.2020 at 11.00 p.m.

HIMACHAL PRADESH PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
Tel. 01972-223965, 225735 Email- hp-ham @nic.in

INVITATION FOR BID (IFB)

The Superintending Engineer, 8th Circle, HPPWD Hamirpur HP on behalf of Governor of H.P. re-invites the item rate bids,
in electronic tendering system from the eligible class of contractors registered with HPPWD for the works as detailed in the table.

The bidders are advised to note other details of tenders from the website www.hptenders.gov.in

Superintending Engineer,
8th Circle, HPPWD, Hamirpur,

Pin. 177001
on behalf of Governor of Himachal Pradesh4014/HP

Sr. Name of work Estimated Starting Date for Earnest Cost of bid Deadline for Date of opening
No. Cost downloading Money form submission of Technical

Bid (in Rs.) of Bid. Bid

1 2,44,99,668/- 30.10.2020 4,90,000/- 12000 11.11.2020 12.11.2020
at 6.00 PM at 5.00 PM at 11.30 AM

40.00 mtr span Pre-stressed concrete Box
Girder Bridge (Double Lane) over Khera
Nallah on Awahdevi Tihra Gadidhar
Sandhole Road at RD 18/870 (SH:-
Construction of Sub Structure and Super
Structure and both side approaches) (Job
No. CRF/HP/2018-19/165)

Superintending Engineer, Southern
Irrigation Circle-I, Berhampur.

e-Procurement Notice No. SE SIC-06/2020-21
e-mail id: se_sicbam@yahoo.com

1. Type of Work :- Flood Control works
2. Total No of Works :- 02 (Two) Nos.
3. Amount put to tender :- Rs. 651.29 to Rs. 666.94 lakhs
4. Period of completion :- 17 Months (Seventeen) calendar months

Date of opening of the Technical Bid:- 18.11.2020 at 11.30 A.M.
Further detail can be seen from the Govt. website www.tendersorissa.gov.in

Sd/-
Superintending Engineer,

Southern Irrigation Circle-I, Perhampur.
OIPR-32061/11/0005/2021

A-266

Procurement officer Bid Identification
No.

Bid Amount
(Rs. in lakh)

Availability &
Submission of Bid

On-line
Superintending

Engineer, Southern
Irrigation Circle-I,

Berhampur, Ganjam

SE, SIC, (BNID)-
01/2020-21

666.94 From 03.11.2020,
10.00 A.M. to

17.11.2020, 5.00 P.M.SE, SIC, (BNID)-
02/2020-21

651.29

PR.NO.234949 Urban Development(20-21):D
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HARYANA ELECTRICITY REGULATORY COMMISSION
BAYS NO. 33-36, SECTOR-4, PANCHKULA-134112

PH. 0172-2572395, FAX: 2572359, E-mail: dir-trf.herc@nic.in, website: herc.gov.in
PUBLIC NOTICE

Inviting Objections/Comments/Suggestions on the Draft Haryana
Electricity Regulatory Commission (Fee) Regulations, 2005, 4th
Amendment Regulations, 2020

The aforementioned draft amendment regulation can be
downloaded, free of cost from the website of HERC. General
Public/Stakeholders are hereby invited to file written
Comments/Objections in the regulation, on or before
12.11.2020, The Objections/Comments may be filed personal-
ly or by post or through E-mail to secretary.herc@nic.in and
dir-trf.herc@nic.in.

Sd/-
Director/Tariff,

HERC, Panchkula.83460/HRY

Food Corporation of India, Haryana Region invites online tenders under "TWO
BID SYSTEM" for appointment of
1) Regular LRT (Long Route Transport Contract from various centres of Haryana
Region for a period of One Year.
2) Adhoc Road Transport Contract from various centres of Haryana Region to the
centres of Uttarakhand Region for a period of Six Months further extendable for a
period of six months at the discretion of GM (R).
Detailed Tender Notice indicating Instructions, terms and conditions and critical
dates can be seen at F.C.I. website (URL http://fci.gov.in) and Central Public
Procurement Protal (URL http://eprocure.gov.in/eprocure/app) w.e.f.
29.10.2020. Tender form can be downloaded from these websites.
Corrigendum, if any, will be published online only.

Sd/-
General Manager (R)

The Project Director, Implementation Unit (PIU), ADB Projects,
Office of the Superintending Engineer, 3rd Circle, Public Works
Development (R&B), Udaipur-799120, Gomati District, Tripura,
India, Telephone: 03821-222378, Fax No. 03821223533 E-
mail: se3rdpwd@gmail.com. Invites sealed bids under single
stage two envelope system, from eligible and qualified bidders
vide No 03 /PD(SE-III)/ADB/R/ 2020-21.
For title of the proposal Project:- NORTH EASTERN STATE
ROADS INVESTMENT PROGRAM (NESRIP) TRANCHE-2
ROADS.
Date:- 31st October, 2020.
Contract No. and Title: Procurement of Civil Works:- Country:
INDIA, ADB Loan No. 3073, Completion of balance work of
Improvement and Up gradation of road section of Udaipur to
Melaghar (TRo2) (Tranche 2 road in the State of Tripura) (ADB
Loan No. 3073)
Deadline for Submission of Bid: 29th November. 2020 on IST
1.00 P.M.
The detailed documents shall be available for sale between
IST 10:30 AM on 31th October 2020 to IST 3:30 PM 21st
November 2020. The detailed documents may be seen in the
Office of the Superintending Engineer, 3rd Circle, Public Works
Development (R&B), Udaipur-799120, Gomati District, Tripura,
India. The complete set of Bidding Documents can also be
obtained by the interested bidders by free downloading on line
from the web sites at https://pwd.tripura.gov.in

For and on behalf of Governor of Tripura
(Er. Madhab Lal Banik)

ICA-C/1954/20 Project Director (ADB Project)

J&K PROJECTS CONSTRUCTION CORPORATION LTD.
(A J&K Govt. Undertaking)

OFFICE OF DEPUTY GENERAL MANAGER, UNIT 9TH, DODA
CORRIGENDUM-CUM-EXTENSION NOTICE

Sub: Construction of Govt. Degree College Kastigarh Doda by way of
Construction of Academic Block Cum Administrative Block (Framed
structure G+2), Services (Electric/Plumbing).

Ref: E-NIT No: 12 of 2020-21 of JKPCC Ltd. Unit 9th, Doda Dated: 13.10.2020.
Kindly read the Note under item No. 4.6 A (ii) as
“NOTE: The requirement in respect of clause 4.6A(i) (Financial Turn over) shall
be 33% of advertised cost of the work for all such works with estimated value
less than 40.00 crores, while in case of works valuing 40.00 crores and above
the requirement shall be 40% of advertised cost of the particular work. Similarly
the requirement in respect of clause 4.6A-ii (similar nature of work) it shall be
33% of advertised cost of work for all such works valuing less than 40.00 crores
and for the works with estimated value of Rs. 40.00 crores and above it shall be
40% of the advertised cost of the particular work.”
Instead of;
“NOTE: The requirement in respect of clause 4.6A(i) (Financial Turn over) shall
be 33% of advertised cost of the work for all such works with estimated value
less than 40.00 crores, while in case of works valuing 40.00 crores and above
the requirement shall be 40% of advertised cost of the particular work.”
Also the critical dates are extended as under;
1) Last date for submission of tender online- 02.11.2020 upto 4:00 P.M.
2) Date of opening of technical bid- 03.11.2020 at 01.00 P.M.

All other terms & conditions shall remain the same as already advertised.
Sd/-

Deputy General Manager,
JKPCC Ltd. Unit 9th, Doda.

No:. JKPCC/Doda/1145-49
Dated: 22.10.2020.
DIPJ-2209

DIRECTORATE OF STATE TRANSPORT, HARYANA
30 Bays Building, 2nd Floor, Sector-17, Chandigarh.

Website: www.hartrans.gov.in

NOTICE INVITING E-TENDER
CORRIGENDUM

Online Tender No. 5/2020-21/SPO/HQ dated 31.08.2020 was
invited for selection of bidder for implementation of Open Loop
Ticketing System and GPS System on Build Own Operate and
Transfer (BOOT) Model for a period of Five Years with extended
last date of submission of tender documents online as
27.10.2020 upto 12.00 hours. As per the request of a No. of
prospective bidders, the last date of submission of RFP
response online is being extended upto 18.11.2020 at 12:00
hours. The modified terms of RFP, if any, will be uploaded on the
E-Tendering website of the department i.e.
https://etenders.hry.nic.in/nicgep/app only.

All prospective bidders are requested to go through the above
website for further detail of RFP documents.

Sd/-
Director

State Transport, Haryana, Chandigarh.83441/HRY
Dated: 27.10.2020

´fÂffaIY 133/´f¹ffÊ.Ad·f./2020-21 dQ³fafIY: 28 A¢°fc¶fS 2020

NOTICE INVITING TENDER (NIT)
Nagar Nigam Bareilly invites Tenders from experienced
firm/bidder for supply & fixing of Vehicle Tracking system
(VTS) for auto tipper engaged in Door to Door collection of
municipal solid waste and monitoring of the same. Bidder
shall be responsible for road Survey and creation of POI
Layer (Road center point) and Generating Unique IDS
which shall be linked with VTS module. Bidder shall be
liable to develop system i.e. Mobile and Web portal to
monitor all engaged vehicle and personal for Door to Door
collection of municipal solid waste in Bareilly Nagar Nigam.
Interested firm/bidder are required to submit the proposal
through https://etender.up.nic.in/ on before 06
November 2020 16.00 Hrs (IST). Any queries shall be
contacted Mob. No. 7055519614 & 7905773377 and
Email- sanjeev.pmnnit@ gmail.com.

BAREILLY MUNICIPAL CORPORATION, BAREILLY
Opp: Bareilly college Bareilly Civil Lines, Bareilly (U.P)

Email- nagarayukt.bareilly@gmail.com

iqu% bZ&fufonk lwpuk
loZ lk/kkj.k dks lwfpr fd;k tkrk gS fd dk;kZy; j{kk lEink vf/kdkjh]

vkxjk e.My vkxjk Nkouh }kjk losZ la[;k 321 (Hkkx) Xokfy;j jksM] fctyh?kj
ds ikl vkxjk Nkouh fLFkr j{kk Hkwfe ftldk {ks=Qy yxHkx 5000-0 oxZQqV gS]
ij ,d o"kZ ds fy, dkj] cl] LdwVj bR;kfn ikfdZax ds fy, bPNqd O;fDr;ksa@QeZ
vkfn }kjk Hkkjr ljdkj ds dsUnzh; lkoZtfud [kjhn QjksDr iksVZy (Central
Public Procurement Portal of Govt. of India) www.eprocure.gov.in ds
ek/;e ls bZ& fufonk (E-Tender)vkeaf=r dh tkrh gSA fufonk dh 'krsZ mijksDr
iksVZy ij viyksM dj nh xbZ gSA nLrkost MkmuyksM izkjEHk djus dk fnukad 29-
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2020 le; 15%30 cts rd jgssxhA mDr lwpuk,W Nkouh ifj"kn vkxjk dh osclkbV
www.cbagra.org.in ij Hkh ns[kh tk ldrh gSA
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''IMPORTANT''
Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, it isnotpossible toverify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot be
held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurredasaresultof
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies or
entering into any agreements
with advertisers or otherwise
acting on an advertisement in
any manner whatsoever.

II,,VViinneeyy Shandil,S/oMishri lal
shandil,R/o-J-68,1st-
floor,AshokVihar,ph-1,Delhi-
52,have changedmy
name,fromviney shandilya to
VineyKumar Shandil,for all the
futurepurposes.

0040552807-7

I, Ashish S/oAshok
Kumar,H.No.25,NearKheraGas
Agency,Housing-Board
Colony,Sonipat (Haryana)-
131001,have changedmyname
to AshishKumar.

0040552807-1

II,,SSaannjjeeeevv SehdevR/o-1/10,Flat-
UG-2,AshirwadApartment-2,
Sector-5,Rajender-
Nagar,Ghaziabad,have
changedmydaughter’s
name,fromShivika Sehdev to
ShvikaSehdev. 0040552813-3

II,,CChhhhoottii DeviW/oLate SeduRam
R/o-R-41,Mangolpuri,Delhi-
110083,inform that Kasturi Devi
andChhoti Devi are thenames
of sameandoneperson.

0040552811-4

II,,PPaannkkaajj S/o-RanSingh
Mohar,H.No.346, 69,KudeSingh
NamberdarWali Gali, Kangan
Heri,SouthWest,Delhi-
110071,have changedmyname
toPankajMohar.

0040552828-5

II,,PPRRIIYYAADODEJA,W/OMANISH
AHUJAR/OC-6/114,GROUND-
FLOOR,KESHAVPURAM,DELHI-
110035.CHANGEDMYNAMETO
PRIYAAHUJA. 0040552828-1

II,,NNeehhaaBhati,D/oDayanand
SinghBhati,R/oC-366(A),Gali
No.-16,Bhajanpura,Delhi-
110053,declare that nameof
my father hasbeenwrittenas
DayanandBhati inmysome
documents.ThatDayanand
Bhati andDayanandSingh
Bhati bothnameare sameand
oneperson. 0040552813-4

II,,NNaarreesshhKumar,s/o JagdishRai
Garg,R/o-374,Neelkanth-
apartment sec-13,Rohini,Delhi-
85,have changemyname to
NareshKumarGarg,for
all,futurepurposes.

0040552813-1

II,,MMUUKKHHTTYYAARRSINGH,S/O JALORA
SINGHR/OHNO.3868/10,
KANHAIYANAGAR,
TRINAGAR,DELHI-
110035.CHANGEDMYNAMETO
MUKHTIARSINGH.

0040552828-6

II,,KKuummaarrii Archana,D/oRanvir
SinghYadav,W/oMr.Anil
Kumar,H.No.123/1,
Badshahpur,Gurugram
(Haryana)- 122101,have
changedmyname toArchana.

0040552807-2

II,,JJaaggddiisshhKumar,S/oSh.Sunny
R/o-5/1,Railway-
Colony,Sarojini-Nagar,South
WestDelhi,Delhi-110023,have
changedmyminor sonname
fromSharthakaged-14 years to
SarthakChauhan,for all
purposes. 0040552813-2

II,, JJCC--776699119933HHSUBKADAMDILIP
APPASONOFSHRI KADAM
APPATATOBA-VILL&PO-
AGALGAONTEH-KAVATHE
MAHANKALDISTT-SANGLI PIN-
416405,MAHARASHTRA-
CHANGEDMYSONAND
DAUGHTERNAMEFROMROHIT
TOROHITKADAMANDSHRUTI
TOSHRUTIDILIPKADAM
VIDE.AFFIDAVITDATE-23,OCT
2020BEFOREMADANLAL
GUPTA (DELHI). 0040552828-4

II,,GGuurrnneekk Singh,S/oGurdeep
SinghSinghR/o-Ward.No-
1,RundhMehmadpur,
Dhaulpur,DholpurRajasthan-
328001,InformThatGurnek
NameAndSinghSurname.

0040552811-2

II,,DDeevviinnddeerr Kumar S/oPati Ram
Singhal R/o-HouseNo-20,
Road.No-23, East Punjabi
Bagh,Delhi ChangedName to
DevinderKumar Singhal.

0040552811-3

II,,DDeevveennddeerr Birla,R/o-
177,C7A,Word.no.2,
mehrauli,SouthDelhi-
110030,haveChangedmy
Minor sonname,from kunal
bidla to kunal birla(Age-17-
year),for all,futurepurposes.

0040552811-6

II,,DDAAVVIINNDDEERRSINGHGUJRALS/O
MOHANSINGHR/OB-329,HARI-
NAGAR,MAYAPURI,DELHI-
110064.HAVECHANGEDMY
NAMETODAVINDERSINGH.

0040552807-5

II,,AAsshhiitt KumarBagga,R/o-219-D,
DDA-LIG-Flats, Jhilmil-Colony
(Near-police-station)Vivek-
Vihar, Delhi-110095,have
changedmyMinor daughter
Manpreet Singh correct date-
of-birth-10-04-
2011,permanently.

0040552811-5

II,,AArruunn kumarGupta,S/oHari
Das jain,R/o 714 Sector-
8B,Chandigarh-160009,Have
changedmyname toArun
Kumar Jain, permanently.

0040552807-3

II,, USHARANID/o JagdishPrasad
andW/oSh. YogeshKrishan
(Smt. UshaGoyal) newname,
Resident of 1/6216, Gali No. 4,
East RohtashNagar, Shahdara,
Delhi-110032, have changedmy
nameUshaRani and I shall
hereafter be knownasUSHA
GOYALNewName.

0040552794-1

II Ruchi KhannaD/oLate Sh.
SubhashBajajW/o Late Sh.
AnkushKhannaR/o 24/12, Opp.
SchoolNo.3, Shakti Nagar,
Delhi-110007have changedmy
name toRuchi Bajaj Khanna for
all purposes. 0040552797-1

II,,AArrmmyyNo.JC-246931N/RS
BhupendraofUnit.47,Armed
Regt.C/o56APO,inform that in
myservice,recordsmyson’s
namewrongly-writtenas
ASHISHYADAV insteadof
correct-name isASHISH
YADAV. 0040552807-6

II,, SANTOSHKUMAR, S/O
DEVENDRAPRASADSINGH,
R/O-72, KUMHARMOHALLA
JASOLAVILLAGE,OKHLA,
DELHI-110025, CHANGEDMY
MINORSON’SNAMEFROM
MANASWITO“MANASWI
KASHYAP”, FORALLPURPOSES.

0040552748-1

II,, Sharat S/oPanchena
ShashidharanNair,R/oH-3/157
First-Floor,VikasPuri, New
Delhi-110018, have changedmy
name toSharatNair.

0040552813-9

II,, Rishav S/o Shri Raj Kumar
R/oMainaNiwas , Dhobighat ,
Sanjauli , Shimla , Himachal
Pradesh-171006 , have changed
mynameandshall hereafter
be knownasRishavKumar .

0070718610-1

II,, OmParkash/OmParkash
Kalkal S/oMukhtiar SinghR/o-
A-1/170 Third-Floor,Paschim
Vihar,Delhi-110063,have
changedmyname toOm
PrakashKalkal Permanently

0040552779-1

II,,MukeshKumar S/o
Shyamchandra JhaR/oWard
No-12, Jhanjharpur,
Madhubani, Bihar-847404, have
changedmyname toPrashant
Kumar Jha 0070718568-1

II,,MageshaliasMagesh
KanoogaaliasMagesh
KanoogaSaliasMagesh.S alias
MageshSanthilal alias
SanthilalMageshalias S
MageshS/oSanthilal R/o 21/8,
DrAzhagappar Street
Tindivanam, Tindivanam,
Viluppuram, Tamil Nadu,-
604001, have changedmyname
andshall hereafter be known
asMagesh. 0070718602-1

II,, HerdavSingh s/oChanan
Singh r/oWZ-13C, First Floor,
SantGarh, TilakNagar, New
Delhi-110018have changedmy
name toHARDEVSINGH for all
futurepurposes

0040552749-1

II,, HarishBhardwaj S/o
JanardhanPrasadRaturi
residingat F-69, Delta-1,
Rampur Jagir, GautamBudh
Nagar, UP-201306, have
changed thenameofmyminor
sonShivamRaturi aged 12
years andhe shall hereafter be
knownasShivamBhardwaj.

0070718578-1

II,, GyanendraS/oSh. Rajpal
H.No. 86, SokraMohalla,
FatehpurBeri, NewDelhi-74,
inform thatmywife namehas
beenwronglymentionedas
Rekha inmydaughter, namely
Tanisha, School Record.My
wifeCorrect name isResha,
whichmaybeamended
accordingly. Resha&Rekha
bothare sameperson.

0040552751-1

II,, AnitaRanaW/oAshokKumar
RanaR/oA12/1, Chet Ram
Marg,Maujpur,North East
Delhi-110053HaveChangedmy
Name toAnitaRani.

0070718566-1

II,,RReennuuD/o-RemeshKumar
R/o,S-1,PrincessPark,
CorpernicusMarg, Delhi-
110001have changedmyname
toReena,for all purposes.

0040552828-2

II,, Anil Kumar S/oOmParkash
R/oA5/75, 1st Floor, Sector-16,
Rohini, Delhi-110085 changed
myname toAnil KumarDewan
for all futurepurposes

0070718628-1

II hitherto knownas ‘Mushtaq
AhmadSalik’ S/OLateNazeer
Ahmad residingat E-35/B, Abul
Fazal Enclave-I, JamiaNagar,
NewDelhi-25, have changed
mynameandshall hereafter
be knownas ‘SalikDhampuri’.

0040552511-1

II Thriveni RajW/ORangarajuN
R/ODoorNo-156, 2 ndCross
NimishambhaLayout,
Kuvempunagara,Mysore,
Karnataka-570023have
changedmyname toThriveni C
for future all purposes.

0040552820-1

II SumanDeviW/O, Raj Kumar
R/o 241- DeepakVihar, Naya
Bazar, Najafgarh, SouthWest
Delhi, Delhi-110043have
changedmyname toSuman
Sharma for all purposes.

0040552817-1

II ShamaKapoorW/oRamesh
KumarKapoorR/oQ-57,
Sector-12, Noidahave changed
myname fromShamaDevi to
ShamaKapoor for all future
purposes. 0040552789-1

II RameshKumarKapoor S/o
SainDasKapoorR/oQ-57,
Sector-12, Noidahave changed
myname fromRameshKapoor
toRameshKumarKapoor for
all futurepurposes.

0040552789-2

II Nazia Fatimaw/oNaushad
Khan r/o 629Patrakar vihar
NyayKhand1 Indirapuram
Ghaziabad-201014U.P. Have
Changedmyname toNAZIA
KHAN. 0040552772-1

II Kamal Jyoti Dhamija S/oSh. J.J.
Dhamija R/o F-77, Second Floor,
LajpatNagar-II, NewDelhi-
110024have changedmyname
toKamalDhamija for all
purposes.

0040552797-3

II Hemanshi D/oSh.Sanjeet R/o
HouseNo.53-E, NarelaRoad,
Bawana, Delhi-110039have
changedmyname toHimanshi
for all purposes.

0040552797-2

II , PraveenKumar SharmaS/o
ShivKumar SharmaR/oHouse
No-263AGali No-15Balbir
Nagar Ext Balbir Nagar
ShahdaraNorth EastDelhi-
110032. have changedmyname
andshall hereafter beKnown
AsPraveenSharma.

0070718609-1

II , DDebankanS/oTapanKumar
DeyR/o 204, Kailash
Dham,DimnaRoadNear
SiromanNagarMangoM.g.m
Medical Collage Jamshedpur
East Singhbhum, Jharkhand-
831018. have changedmyname
andshall hereafter beKnown
AsDebankanDey.

0070718612-1

I,KulwantKaurD/o-SwarnSingh
R/o,B-162,First-Floor,Tagore
GardenExtn.,Delhi-
110027,have changedmyname
toSukhwantKaur,for all
purposes. 0040552828-3

I,Anukriti Jain,D/0Vikas
Jain,R/o-B-11,2nd-
floor,swasthya-vihar,vikas-
margDelhi-110092,&(myDate-
of-birth 02/07/1999)Have
changedmyname to
Ishika,permanently.

0040552807-4

II,,SSaattnnaarraayyaann S/oBhikaRam
SharmaR/oRZE-
38A,Gali.No.16F,PalamColony
Sadh-Nagar Part-2,NewDelhi-
110045,have changedmyname
toSatNarayanSharma.

0040552811-1
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PUBLIC NOTICE
This is to inform the public at large that My
clients Yudhvir Singh Yadav, son of Late
Shri Girvar Singh Yadav and his wife Smt.
Archana Yadav, both resident of WZ-249,
Madipur Village, New Delhi-110063 have
disowned their son Shri Akshansh Yadav
and his family members namely Smt.
Surekha Yadav (wife) and their daughter
presently residing at WZ-249, First Floor,
Madipur Village, New Delhi-110063 from
their all moveable and immovable assets
and severed all relations with them due to
their disobedient, quarrelsome, abusive,
physical and mental cruelties and
unfaithful behavior towards my clients. My
clients shall have no relations with them in
future. They are restrained to misuse their
name and address in future. Any person
dealing with them in any manner shall do
at his own risk and consequences. My
clients shall not be responsible for any
act, commission, omission and deals
done by Shri Akshansh Yadav and his
family members in future.

Sd/- JITENDER VASHISHT
(ADVOCATE)

CHAMBER NO. 434, CIVIL WING,
TIS HAZARI COURTS, DELHI-54

PUBLIC NOTICE
The general pubic is hereby informed that my
clients Sh Ramesh Kumar Batra S/o Sh Fateh
Chand Batra and his wife Smt Indu Batra
both R/O A2/20, IVth Floor, Model Town, I,
Delhi-9 have two sons (Varun Batra & Kshitiz
Batra) beside their daughter in law namely Ms.
Charu & Ms Gunjan. My clients have disowned
their Son Varun Batra and his wife Ms Charu
from all their movable and immovable properties
due to their continuous misbehavior and
disobedience.
My clients henceforth have no connection or
concern with their above named Son Varun
Batra and his wife Ms Charu. They and their
legal heirs will also have no connection/concern
or any right with the movable and immovable
property of my clients.
Any person dealing with said Son Varun Batra
and his wife Ms Charu shall be doing so at his
own risk and responsibility.

Sd/- Karan Aggarwal (Advocate)
Ch. No. 720, 7th Floor, Lawyer’s Chamber

Block, Rohini Court Complex, Delhi-85

PUBLIC NOTICE
General Public is here by notified that my client
Sh. Mohan Lal aged about 53 years S/o
Munshi Lal R/o H. No.-73, Gali No.-1, Block-A,
Satya Vihar Burari, North Delhi, Delhi-110084,
has disowned and severed all their relations
with his son namely Sh. Kuldeep Singh, S/o
Sh. Mohan Lal R/o H. No.- 73, Gali No.-1,
Block-A, Satya Vihar, Burari, North Delhi,
Delhi-110084, Aged about 27 Years and
daughter in law namely Rekha W/o Sh.
Kuldeep Singh R/o H. No.-73, Gali No.-1,
Block-A, Satya Vihar, Burari, North Delhi,
Delhi-110084, Aged about 25 Years as they
are quite disobedient, insolence and of hostile
behavior and are not under the control of my
client. My above said client hereby
permanently debar his aforesaid son and
daughter in law from inheriting my present and
future movable and immovable properties. My
client shall not be held responsible for any
acts, deeds and dealings between them with
any other person. If anybody deals with them in
any manner whatsoever shall do so at their
own risk, responsibility and consequences.

Sd/-
MANISH KUMAR (Advocate)

(M) 9654770335

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is to inform public at large that my Clients
namely Sh. Shyam Babu S/O Late Sh.
Sunehari Lal and Smt. Ram Wati w/o Sh.
Shyam Babu both R/o H. No. A-485, Gali
No. 5. Near Som Bazar Road Mukandpur
Part-II, Delhi-110042 have disowned their
son Namely Dharmender @ Vinod and his
wife namely Smt. Sita from their movable
and immovable properties and severed all
the relations from them as they have
become disobedient and out of their control
and they have joined bad society. if any
person deals with her, he shall do the same
on his own risk and responsibility.

Sd/-
P.K. Dixit (Advocate)

CH. NO. A-35, AMARNATH
MONGA BLOCK,

TIS HAZARI COURTS,
DELHI-110054

Be it known to publics my
client Sh. Arjun Singh and his
wife Smt. Sunita Devi R/o
H.No.-1056, Street No.15,
Near Samuday Bhawan,
Mandoli Extn., North East
Delhi, Delhi-110093, have
severed all relations and
debarred their son nemely
Yogender, his wife Sunita and
their legal heirs, from their all
m o v a b l e - i m m o v a b l e
properties for their
misconduct. My clients shall
not be liable/responsible for
any acts of their son and
daughter-in-law.

ANAND KATARIA (Advocate)
Ch.No.K-78-A, 1st Floor, K-Block,

Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-110054

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
This is for the information of general public that my
client SH. A.C. CHAWLA S/O LATE SH. D.C.
CHAWLA R/O A-37A, SAINIK NAGAR, UTTAM
NAGAR, NEW DELHI-110059 has disowned and
debarred his elder daughter namely REEMA
SETHI W/O SH. SATINDER SETHI, her husband
SH. SATINDER SETHI S/O R.N. SETHI and their
two daughters SOMYA SETHI and HARSHITA
SETHI & their son NAMAN SETHI from all his
immovable and movable properties/ assets and
also break all relations from them with immediate
effect because of their negative and rude nature
and loss of my client mental peace, harassment,
torture, cruelty, atrocities committed by them
against my client. My client SH. A.C. CHAWLA, his
son MANISH CHAWLA, his daughter-in-law
SUNITA CHAWLA and his grandson DEV
CHAWLA have no relation with REEMA SETHI and
her husband and children.

Anybody dealing with them shall do so at his/her
own risk, cost and responsibilities thereto. My client
shall not be responsible in any manner for the
same.

Sd/- H.K. BABBAR (Advocate)
DG-3/409, Vikaspuri, N.D.-18

¸f`Ô ªfZNc ÀffW³fe Àf´fbÂf ßfe R ¦fb³fe ÀffW³fe
¸fZSm ´»ffM E-1,2,/24, JÀfSf ³fa.
16/20, 33 ½f¦fÊ ¦fªf Àfø ´f ³f¦fS
E¢ÀfMZÔ Vf³f Àf¸f¹f´fbS dQ»»fe IZ
AûdSªf³f»f I f¦fªff°f ¦fb¸f Wû ¦fE W`ÔÜ
dI Àfe ³fZ C³fI f Qb÷ ´f¹fû¦f dI ¹ff JSeQf
¶fZ¨ff °fû À½f¹fa dªf¸¸fZQfS WûÔ¦fZÜ d¸f»f³fZ ´fS
I fg»f I SmÔ 8512022716

Sd/-B.B.N. Deo, ADVOCATE
S.R.II, B Campus,Janakpuri, ND-58

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice is hereby given to public at large
that my clientess Manisha Wahie W/o
late Rajesh Wahie R/o 64, Janta Flat
Site-2, Vikaspuri, New Delhi-110018 do
hereby disown and debar her unmarried
sonAnuj Wahie from all her movable and
immovable properties with immediate
effect because he is out of control of my
clientess.
Anybody dealing with him in any manner
whatsoever will be doing so at
his/her/their own cost, risk and
responsibility thereto and my clientess
and her unmarried daughter Aditi Wahie
shall be in noway responsible for any act,
deed and things done by him.

II,, AzadSinghTushir,S/o-Ram
Jiwan,have lostmyoriginal-
property-documents,in the
address,of KH.No-8&9and
23/7,Block-Q,New-Roshan-
Pura, Najafgarh,Delhi-110043
and Flat.No-515,Pocket-1,
Sector-A6,Narela, Delhi-
110040.Finder contact-
7838080396. 0040552813-6

II,,TTaanniisshhqquuee shandilya,s/o viney
shandilyaR/o-J-68,phase-
1,ashok-vihar, N.D-52,have lost
myoriginal-certificate class-
10th(2015) Rollno-8160107
class-12th(2017) Rollno-
9138697CBSE-DELHI.

0040552807-10

II,,KKaammlleesshh Jain,S/o
M.L.Gupta,R/o-116,Arihant-
Nagar,Punjabi-BaghWest,New
Delhi-110026,have lostmy
original BuildingBuyer-
Agreement&Allotment-Letter
of property bearingNo.C-
704,SoleraGroup
Housing,Sector-
107A,Gurgaon.Finder contact
meat above saidAddress.

0040552813-5

II,,AARRUUNNIITTAAGupta,D/OPrabhat
Gupta,R/oD-2502,the jewel
of,Noida,sec-75,Noida-
201301,have lostmyoriginal-
certificate class-10th(2015)
Rollno-5363704Class-
12th(2017)Rollno-5850833CBSE
DEHRADUN-9871277070.

0040552807-9

II VINODKUMARSINGH
RESIDENCEOFG-3GF LIGPLOT
NO-5/773VAISHALIHASLOST
ONESALEDEEDDATE-9/01/04
OFMYPROPERTYCHAINOF
PROPERTYG-5/736 SEC-5
VAISHALIGHAZIABADWHICH
IS SALEDEEDDOCUMENTSNO-
538 EXECUTEBYM.P.SINGH IN
FAVOUROFRAJESHKUMAR
SINGHANDFIRPOLICYSTATION
KAUSHAMBICOMPLAINNO-
31681078072000014

0040552783-1

II,,JJaassvviinnddeerr Singh,S/o Late.
Sh.GurbachanSinghR/oA-
2/124,Third-Floor,Rajouri-
Garden, NewDelhi,
110027,have lostmyOriginal
Property-Documents of
Registrationnumber-
1629,Additional book.no.9199,
page-98 to 104, dated.11-03-
1999 of freeholdProperty,A-
2/124,Third-Floor,Rajouri
Garden,NewDelhi-110027,with
roof rights.Finder-Please
Contact-Jaswinder Singh-
9810107818.

0040552813-7

IYf³f´fbSX dUôb°f Af´fcd°fÊ IY¸´f³fe dÕXd¸fMXZOX

14/71, dÀfdUÕX ÕXfB³Àf "IZYÀff WXfCXÀf"

IYf³f´fbSX BÊ-d³fdUQf Àfc¨f³ff A²fûWÀ°ffÃfSI °ffÊ
õfSf BÊ-d³fdUQf ´fÈ±fI -´fÈ±fI Qû ·ff¦fûa ¸fZa d³f¸³f
Àff¸fd¦fi¹fûa W Z°fb IZ ÀI û BÊ-d³fdUQf UZ¶fÀffBÊM
https://etender.up.nic.in ´fS Af¸fad{°f
I e þf°fe W`aÜ BÊ-d³fdUQf ´fi´f{ ´fc¯fÊ I S
d³fdUQfQf°ffAûa õfSf UZ¶fÀffBÊM ´fS JbÕ³fZ I e
d°fd±f IZ A´fSf³W 12:00 ¶fþZ °fI A´fÕûO
I e þf ÀfI °fe W`Ü Cö BÊ-d³fdUQf CÀfe dQ³f
15:00 ¶fþZ ÀfZ 17:00 ¶fþZ °fI UZ¶fÀffBÊM ´fS
ÀffUÊþd³fI ø ´f ÀfZ JûÕe þf¹fZa¦feÜ Cö d°fd±f
I û AUI fVf §fûd¿f°f Wû³fZ ´fS d³fdUQf¹fZa A¦fÕZ
I f¹fÊdQUÀf ¸fZa d³f¹f°f Àf¸f¹f ´fS JûÕe þf¹fZa¦feÜ
BÊ-d³fdUQf ²f³fS fdVf I f ·fb¦f°ff³f
AfSqMeqþeqEÀfq (Jf°ff Àfa0
628805018266 AfBÊ.ER .EÀf.Àfe.-
ICIC0006288) IZ ø ´f ¸fZa, IZ ÀI û
I f³f´fbS IZ ´fÃf ¸fZa QZ¹f Wû¦feÜ BÊ-d³fdUQf ´fi´f{
d³fdUQf JbÕ³fZ I e d°fd±f ´fS dQ¹fZ ¦f¹fZ Àf¸f¹f ÀfZ
Qû §f¯MZ ´fcUÊ °fI UZ¶fÀffBÊM ÀfZ OfC³fÕûO
dI ¹ff þf ÀfI °ff W`Ü UZ¶fÀffBÊM ´fS d³fdUQf
´fi´f{ûa IZ Àff±f ¹fc0Me0AfS0 I e ÀI` ¯O ´fid°f
A´fÕûO I S³ff Ad³fUf¹fÊ W `Ü BÊ-d³fdUQf IZ
´fi±f¸f ·ff¦f ¸fZa ²fSûWS ²f³fSfdVf I f ·fb¦f°ff³f
dÀfR Ê AfSqMeqþeqEÀfq IZ ¸ff²¹f¸f ÀfZ We
ÀUeI fS dI ¹ff þf¹fZ¦ff þû dI C´fSûö Jf°fZ ¸fZa
QZ¹f Wû¦fe EUa d³fdUQf ´fi´f{ IZ ´fi±f¸f ·ff¦f ¸fZa
d³f²fÊfdS°f ´fe0 ¢¹fcq AfSq EUa °fI ³feI e
Ad·fÕZJ Wûa¦fZ °f±ff d³fdUQf IZ dõ°fe¹f ·ff¦f ¸fZa
QSZa EU¸fÐ ½¹fUÀffd¹fI Vf°fÊZ Wû¦fe, d¶f³ff ²fSûWS
²f³fS fdVf IZ °f±ff ÀfVf°fÊ d³fdUQf¹fZa
JûÕe/ÀUeI fS ³fWea I e þf¹fZa¦feÜ d³fdUQf Àfaq
09/AfBÊqMeqÀfZÕ/20-21 dUUS¯f Work of
Data Recovery Server on hire
basis with Hardware, Software
and Service Support for one year.
²fSûWS ²f³fSfdVf (ø 0) 10,000/- d³fdUQf
SfdVf (þe0EÀf0Me0 IZ Àff±f) 1180/-
d³fdUQf £fb»f³fZ I e dQ³ffaI 19.11.2020
C´fSûö BÊ-d³fdUQf I e ´fc¯fÊ ´fidIi ¹ff IZ ÀI û I e
BÊ-M Z³OdS a¦f ¶fZUÀffBM
https://etender.up.nic.in IZ ¸ff²¹f¸f ÀfZ
I e þf¹fZ¦feÜ °fI ³feI e ¹fû¦¹f°ff ´fcSf ³f I S³fZ
UfÕZ d³fdUQfQf°ff IZ d³fdUQf ´fS dU¨ffS ³fWea
dI ¹ff þf¹fZ¦ffÜ Àff¸f¦fie Ii ¹f I e ¸ff{f §fM ¶fPÞ
ÀfI °fe W`Ü A²fûWÀ°ffÃfSI °ffÊ IZ ´ffÀf d¶f³ff
I ûBÊ I fS¯f ¶f°ff¹fZ dI Àfe EI A±fUf Àf¸fÀ°f
d³fdUQfAûa I û ÀUeIÈ °f/AÀUeIÈ °f I S³fZ I f
´fc¯fÊ Ad²fI fS ÀfbSdÃf°f Wû¦ffÜ • Cö BÊqd³fdUQf
¸fZa ¹fdQ I ûBÊ VfbðeI S¯f ¹ff dUÀ°ffS¯f Wû°ff W`
°fû UW BÊ0d³fdUQf UZ¶fÀffBM
https://etender.up.nic.in ´fS A´fÕûO
dI ¹ff þf¹fZ¦ff, dþÀfI f AÕ¦f ÀfZ ´fiI fVf³f ³fWea
dI ¹ff þf¹fZ¦ffÜ SXfáÑXdWX°f ¸fZa d¶fþÕXe ¶f¨ff¹fZaÜ
WXÀ°ff./- (Ad²fVffÀfe Ad·f¹f³°ff)

AfBÊqMXeqÀfZÕX ´fiÀfa¦f Àfa.-

296/AfBÊX.MXe.ÀfZ»f/20-21/BÊX-d³fd½fQf Àfa.

09 dQ³ffaIY:- 28/10/2020

CXq´fiq ´ffUSX MÑfaÀfd¸fVf³f IYfSX´fûSXZVf³f dÕX0 d³fdUQf

Af¸fa{¯f Àfc¨f³ff A³fb·fUe I ßfZ¯fe I f¹fÊQf¹fe
ÀfaÀ±ffAû/Af´fcd°fÊI °ffÊAû ÀfZ dUôb°f ´ffS Z¿f¯f ¸faOÕ, ¦fiZMS
³fûEOf IZ A³°f¦fÊ°f d³f¸³f Àff¸f¦fie/I f¹fûË W Z°fb BÊ-d³fdUQf¹fZa BÊ-
´fûÊMÕ etender.up.nic.in ´fS EUa Qû ·ff¦fû ¸fZ d³fdUQf
JûÕ³fZ I e dQ³ffaI I û 12.00 ¶fþZ °fI Afa¸fd{°f I e þf°fe
W`Ü 1. d³fdUQf Àfa£¹ff Me-91/2020-21 : dUôb°f 400
IZ 0Ue0 C´fIZ ³Qi J¯O, ¦fiZMS ³fûEOf IZ A³°f¦fÊ°f 400
IZ 0Ue0 Oe0/Àfeq ¦fiZMS ³fûEOf (765 IZ 0Ue0 C´fIZ ³Qi) -
¦fiZMS ³fûEOf (400 IZ 0Ue0 C´fIZ ³Qi) MÑfÀfd¸fVf³f ÕfBÊ³f ´fS
A³fbSÃf¯f Àf¸¶fd³²f°f I f¹fÊÜ ²fSûWS SfdVf ø 0 9,000/-
d³fdUQf ´fi´f{ Vfb»I ø 0 1,180/-(I S ÀfdW°f)Ü JbÕ³fZ I e
dQ³ffaI 20.11.2020Ü 2. d³fdUQf Àfa£¹ff Me-92/2020-21
: dUôb°f ´ffS Z¿f¯f J¯O, ¶fbÕ³QVfWS IZ A³°f¦fÊ°f 132 IZ 0Ue0
O¶fÕ ÀfdIÊ M ø Je- ¶fe0¶fe0 ³f¦fS ÕfB³f EUa 132 IZ 0Ue0
À¹ff³ff -ÕJfUMe I e ø Je ´fS ÕeÕû ÕfB³f IZ MfUSûa ´fS
¶fOÊ ¦ffOÊ Ii ¹f I S À±ffd´f°f I S³fZ I f I f¹fÊÜ ²fSûWS SfdVf
ø 0 2,000/- d³fdUQf ´fi´f{ Vfb»I ø 0 590/-(I S
ÀfdW°f)Ü JbÕ³fZ I e dQ³ffaI 26.11.2020Ü 3. d³fdUQf Àfa£¹ff
Me-93/2020-21 : dUôb°f 400 IZ 0Ue0 C´fIZ ³Qi J¯O,
¦fiZMS ³fûEOf IZ A³°f¦fÊ°f dUôb°f 400 IZ 0Ue0 C´fIZ ³Qi, ¦fiZMS
³fûEOf ´fS A³fbSÃf¯f Àf¸¶fd³²f°f I f¹fÊÜ ²fSûWS SfdVf ø 0
2,000/- d³fdUQf ´fi´f{ Vfb»I ø 0 590/-(I S ÀfdW°f)Ü
JbÕ³fZ I e dQ³ffaI 26.11.2020Ü 4. d³fdUQf Àfa£¹ff Me-
94/2020-21 : dUôb°f ´ffS Z¿f¯f J¯O, Wf´fbO IZ A³°f¦fÊ°f
220 IZ 0Ue0 C´fIZ ³Qi, dÀf¸·ffUÕe ´fS A³fbSÃf¯f Àf¸¶fd³²f°f
I f¹fÊÜ ²fSûWS SfdVf ø 0 2,000/- d³fdUQf ´fi´f{ Vfb»I ø 0
590/-(I S ÀfdW°f)Ü JbÕ³fZ I e dQ³ffaI 26.11.2020Ü
IÈ ´f¹ff dUÀ°fÈ°f þf³fI fSe, OfC³fÕûO, A³¹f ÀfaVfû²f³fûa EUa BÊ-
d³fdUQf ´fiÀ°fb°f I S³fZ IZ dQ³ffaI °fI dUÀ°ffS AfdQ IZ
Àf¸¶f³²f ¸fZa IÈ ´f¹ff etender.up.nic.in ´fS Õfg¦f Afg³f
I SZaÜ WXÀ°ff./- A²feÃf¯f Ad·f¹f³°ff dUôb°f ´ffSXZ¿f¯f ¸faOXÕX
CX0´fi0´ff0MÑf0IYf0dÕX0, 400 IZY0Ue0 CX´fIZY³Qi, ´ffÕXe,

¦fiZMXSX ³fûEOXfÜ "SXfáÑX dWX°f ¸fZ DYþfÊ ¶f¨ff¹fZ"Ü ´f{faIY 1739

dU0´ff0¸fa0/¦fiZ0³ff0/T-91 to 94/2020-21 dQ³ffaIY :-
23.10.2020

Managing Director, Tiruppur Smart City LimitedDIPR /4027/TENDER/2020

Roc.No. E1/6630(XI)/2017 Date: 27-10-2020
The Managing Director, Tiruppur Smart City Limited hereby invites “Request for Proposal (RFP)”

for selection of System integrator to Design, Supply, Implement, Operate, & Manage the Integrated
Command and Control Centre in Tiruppur City under Smart Cities Mission Scheme. The RFP
document for the subject project will be available at the following addresses on payment of
Rs.10,000/- in the form of a Demand Draft from any scheduled bank, drawn in favour of “The
ManagingDirector, TiruppurSmartCity Limited”payable at Tiruppur.

The “Request for Proposal” (RFP) document will be available for download at free of cost from the
website https://tntenders.gov.in from 29-10-2020 onwards. The RFPs should be accompanied
with an Earnest Money Deposit as specified in the Tender Document.The RFP documents shall be
submitted on or before3:00PMon30-11-2020 at the following address:

The Managing Director,
Tiruppur Smart City Limited,

Tiruppur City Municipal Corporation Campus, Municipal Office Street, Tiruppur-641604.
Telephone: 0421-2240153. e-mail:commr.tiruppur@tn.gov.in

The RFP documents received after the due date of submission will not be accepted and such
proposals will be summarily rejected. For any clarifications regarding this tendering, the applicants
may contact theCity Engineer, Tiruppur CityMunicipal Corporation at 0421-2240153 during the
officehours.

SELECTION OF SYSTEM INTEGRATOR TO DESIGN, SUPPLY, IMPLEMENT, OPERATE
AND MANAGE AN INTEGRATED COMMAND AND CONTROL CENTRE IN

TIRUPPUR CITY MUNICIPAL CORPORATION

TIRUPPUR SMART CITY LIMITED
TIRUPPUR CITY MUNICIPAL CORPORATION

SMART CITIES MISSION SCHEME
NOTICE INVITING REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL (RFP)

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER
JAL SHAKTI (M.I.D), DIVISION DHARMARI
E-mail: xenmiddharmari@jk.gov.in, xenphedharmari@jk.gov.in

NOTICE INVITING E-TENDER
E-NIT NO: - 27 of 10/2020 Dated: - 21/10/2020

For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor of UT of J&K e-tenders (Two cover System)on Item Rate Basis
are invited from reputed and resourceful contractors/Firms/companies/joint venture of repute, which should
be uploaded on the e-Procurement web portal http://www.jktenders.gov.in up to last bidding date:-
06/11/2020 up to 06:00 PM for the subject work referred below to be received in the office of the Executive
Engineer Jal Shakti [Mahore Irrigation] Division Dharmari and as per the details mentioned in this e-
tender notification and to whom all the terms and conditions of detailed NIT /Tender Documents/ PWD Form
No:- 25 double are acceptable. The detailed tender document and Specifications etc. can be downloaded
on the e-procurement Portal http://www.jktenders.gov.in. The cost of tender documents (Non-refundable/
Non-Transferable)should bein the shape of e-Challan or Treasury Challan/ Receipt in favour of the
Executive Engineer Jal Shakti [Mahore Irrigation] Division Dharmari :-

For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor of Jammu & Kashmir
Executive Engineer,

Mahore Irrigation Division, Dharmari

No: - MIDD/2020-21/ 2121-2170
Dated: 21/10/2020
DIPJ-6435

Sr. Name of Work Adv. Cost Earnest Class of Cost of Period of MH of
No. of Work(s) Money Contract Document Completion Account

in Lacs in Rs.

1. Water Supply Scheme 253.39 506780/- A 10000/- 06 months 4215
Tukson under JJM

CLASSIFIED AD DEPOT (CAD)
Book classified ads at your nearest Express

Group’s authorised Classified Ad Depots

EAST
PATPARGANJ : CHAVI ADVERTISERS, Ph.: 9899701024,
22090987, 22235837, PREET VIHAR : AD BRIDGE COMMU-
NICATION, Ph.: 9810029747, 42421234, 22017210,
SHAKARPUR : PARICHAY ADVERTISING & MARKETING,
Ph.: 9350309890, 22519890, 22549890

WEST
JANAKPURI : TRIMURTI ADVERTISERS, Ph.: 9810234206,
25530307, KAROL BAGH (REGHARPURA) : K R ADVERTIS-
ERS, Ph.: 9810316618, 9310316618, 41547697, KARAM-
PURA : GMJ ADVERTISING & MARKETING PVT. LTD., Ph.:
9310333777, 9211333777, 9810883377, NEW MOTI
NAGAR : MITTAL ADVERTISING, Ph.: 25178183,
9810538183, 9555945923, MOTI NAGAR : UMA ADVER-
TISERS, Ph.: 9312272149, 8800276797, RAMESH NAGAR :
POSITIVE ADS, Ph.: 9891195327, 9310006777, 65418908,
TILAK NAGAR : SHIVA ADVERTISERS, Ph.: 9891461543,
25980670, 20518836, VIKAS PURI : AAKAR ADVT. MEDIA
Ph.: 9810401352, 9015907873, 9268796133

New Delhi
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CROSSWORD4262

ACROSS
1 Allbeingwell, it shouldbe
empty(8)

5 and11Across:Harshand
fleetingreigns? (4,3,4,5)

9 Pullsbackthegrass
(5)

10 Inspires tenothersperhaps
(7)

11 See5Across
13 Gaveencoresnaturally
(6)

14 Figure it’sall round(6)
17 Fightingmanaudibly the
worse forshouting
(5,7)

20 It’sessential to reformacad
anda liar (7)

21 Abadtimetosellwildplums
(5)

22 Threadof thestory
(4)

23 Awaytoshowtheemblemof
theTurks
(8)

DOWN
1 Itmaybeplayedonthe lawn
insummer(4)

2 Damloyal (7)
3 Lackof interest incontrast
(12)

4 Reluctantaseverperhaps
(6)

6 Leading ladyof theyear?
(5)

7 Diana’sbloomerwill result in
catastrophe(8)

8 Qualifiedcorndealers?
(12)

12 Hotheadgreatlyputoutby
stateof apathy(8)

15 Finishoff the job?
(7)

16 Awavethatmakesawave
(6)

18 Yet itmaybequitea
pedestriancause
(5)

19 Notice inawkwardsituation
(4)

ARIES(Mar21-Apr20)
Youshouldspare
yourself sometime
forquiet
contemplation.

Reflectiononyourpast,
presentandfuturewillbevital
if youare togetacurrent
partnership intoperspective.
Anddon'tworry if apartner is
behavingoutof character. It
shouldpass in time.

TAURUS(Apr21-May21)
Let's face it, you’re
not inclinedto
compromise if
you’renot in the

wrong.Youcanbecourteous,
sensitiveandwilling tohelp
someof the time,but
sometimesotherpeoplehave
torecognise that theycan’t sit
onyouwithout facing the
consequences!Mindyou,you
doneedtoconsiderother
people’s feelings.

GEMINI (May22- June21)
Themostpositive
areaof your life
shouldbework,
eventhoughthere is

aseriousdangerof emotional
explosions.Youmayalsobe
inclinedtoworryaboutyour
physical fitnessandenergy
levels, inwhichcaseyou
shouldseekreassuranceand
get thebestadvice.

CANCER(June22- July23)
Aseriesof planets
places thespotlight
clearlyonpassion,
adventureand

romance.Theconclusion
seemstobe fairlyclear:
everythingthathappenswill
bereflectedthroughyour
deep-seateddesire for
emotionalecstasy.That’s the
theory.Therealoutcome
mightbedifferent.

LEO(July24-Aug23)
It’sdifficult tosee
whetheryouwillbe
vowingto leave
home,evicta

partnerormerelyspendyour
timeshifting the furniture
around.Onewayoranother,
youshould indulge the
pressure foremotional change.
Andconfide in thepeoplewho
understandyou.

VIRGO(Aug24-Sept23)
Youmaydevote
whateverspare
timeyouhaveto
makingsure that,

even if apartnership iscoming
toanend,at leastyouhave
yourmemories.Onapurely
material level, youmayallow
financialandbusinessplans to
drift,unlessyou’re facingan
immovabledeadline.

LIBRA(Sept.24-Oct23)
Your daily stars
indicate theneed to
get onwithwork,
but yourweekly

andmonthly cycles reveal
that thismaybewell-nigh
impossible. Life, as usual, is
complicated. Your colleagues,
partners and lovedones are
all likely to create an
emergencywhich throws you
off course.

SCORPIO(Oct24-Nov22)
Oneof yourmajor
strengths isyour
ability tostick toa
particularcourseof

action.Somepeoplecall it
stubbornnessbut, at the
moment, it’swhatyouneed if
you’re toachieveyour
romanticgoal.And if other
people laughatyourdreams,
that’s theirproblem.

SAGITTARIUS(Nov23-Dec22)
You are bound to be
irritated by a close
friendor relation,
whether you get

what youwant or not. You’ll
be troubledby the thought
that the grass is greener on
the other side, convinced
that a partner is having an
easy ride. But the truth is
that youmight have got the
best of a deal. Be a bit
more tolerant.

CAPRICORN(Dec23- Jan20)
Youmaytake
decisionsandhold
discussions. It’s
important tohave

anexchangeof views,because
there’saslimchancethata
little intelligentdialoguecould
helpbreakthroughtheday’s
generalemotional turmoil.All
youhavetodo ismake
theeffort.

AQUARIUS(Jan21-Feb19)
Youmustknowthat
youaresecure, and
in thisknowledge
youcanaffordto

takea fewriskshereandthere.
Atworkthepositiveangle is
providedbythepossibility that
oldwoundsmaynowbe
healed.Buildbridges,mend
fences, andmaketheworlda
betterplace.

PISCES(Feb20-Mar20)
Your talent for
survival is basedon
your ability to
swim in andout of

difficult situations before
partners evennotice you’ve
arrived, or left. This is one of
thosemomentswhenyou
can, if youwish,make
yourself invisible.Mindyou,
don’t take chances.

S
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DifficultyLevel2s
Instructions
TosolveaSudokupuzzle,
everydigitfrom1to9
mustappear ineachofthe
nineverticalcolumns, in
eachoftheninehorizontal
rowsandineachofthe
nineboxes.

DifficultyLevel
1s=Veryeasy;2s=Easy;
3s=Medium;4s=Hard;
5s=VeryHard;6s=
Genius S
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Givenbelowarefour jumbledwords.Solvethejumblestomakeproperwordsandmovethemto
therespectivesquaresbelow.Selecttheletters intheshadedsquaresandjumblethemtoget
theanswerforthegivenquip.
Loveisnottobe_____,andaffectionhasno___.-Jerome(9,..,5)

SOLUTION:EARED,RUINS,ACCORD,UPPISH
Answer:Loveisnottobepurchased,andaffectionhasnoprice.-Jerome

DAEER AORCCD

NIRSU ISUHPP

SolutionsCrossword4261:Across:1Panoplied,8Igloo,9Tropics,10Tinsel,11
Reason,12Sergeant,15Notabene,18Leadon,20Supple,21October,22Opera,23
Dissenter.Down:2Agree,3Oppose,4Licensee,5Dining,6All-star,7Pollution,11
Roundshot,13Re-elects,14Stapler,16Ballad,17Racoon,19Obese.

JUMBLEDWORDS

OVERTHEHEDGE byMichael Fry&TLewis

CALVIN&HOBBES byBillWatterson

MARVIN byTomArmstrong

DAYTODAY BYPETERVIDAL

New Delhi
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SHAKIBSETTORETURNFORB’DESH
Bangladesh’s cricket establishment is waiting to welcome Shakib Al Hasan
as he completes his one-year anti-corruption rule violation ban on
Thursday. Shakib was handed a two-year ban, with a one-year suspended
sentence, by ICC's Anti-Corruption Unit on October 29 last year, for fail-
ing to report multiple corrupt approaches by an Indian bookmaker. PTI

India’sfirstmatchof
tourtoAusonNov27
TheIndiancricketteamwillgetanad-
ditionalDay/Nightwarm-upgamein
Sydney as a tune-up to the series-
opening Pink Ball Test against
AustraliainAdelaidefromDecember
17, the host board announced on
Wednesdayunveiling the full sched-
ule of the 69-day engagement. The
tourwillincludea14-dayquarantine-
cum-trainingperiod inSydneystart-
ingNovember12fortheIndianswho
will fly in after the IPL final on
November10.
ODI SERIES: Nov 27: 1st ODI, SCG
(D/N);Nov29:2ndODI, SCG(D/N)
Dec2:3rdODI,Canberra (D/N)
T20I: Dec 4: 1st T20, Canberra
(Night);Dec6:2ndT20,SCG(Night);
Dec8:3rdT20, SCG(Night)
TEST SERIES: Dec 17-21: 1st Test,
Adelaide(Day/Night);Dec26-30:2nd
Test. Melbourne; Jan 7-11: 3rd Test,
Sydney; Jan15-19:4thTest,Brisbane

CL:Realsnatcha
point,Atletiwin
Withonepoint from its opening two
games, RealMadrid is facing another
fight to preserve its proud record of
qualifyingfortheknockoutstageinall
ofitsseasonsintheChampionsLeague.
Itcouldhavebeenawholelotworsefor
therecord13-timeEuropeanchampi-
onsonTuesday, though.Heading into
the 87th minute against Borussia
Monchengladbach,Madridwaslosing
2-0 and on course for four straight
lossesintheChampionsLeagueforthe
first time. However, goals by Karim
Benzemaand thenCasemiro - in the
thirdminuteofstoppagetime-rescued
a2-2drawfortheSpanishchampions,
whosecity rivalsAtleticoMadridbeat
Salzburg 3-2 at home. Next up for
Madridisadouble-headeragainstInter
Milan, the teamwhichwas supposed
tobe its toughest rival inGroupBbut
which is also still without a win.
Defending championBayernMunich
beat LokomotivMoscow 2-1while
ManCitydefeatedMarseille3-0.

NADApanel lets
off junior judoka
TheNational Anti-Doping Agency's
DisciplinaryPanel(ADDP)hasexoner-
ated junior judoka JiteshDagar of the
chargethatheevadedadopetestdur-
ing a selection trial last year after
NADA'sDopeControlOfficer failed to
produceanyclinchingevidenceagainst
him. The event in questionwas the
openselectiontrialfortheAsiaOceanic
andJuniorJudoChampionshipheldin
BhopalonJune13,2019.Dagarwaspro-
visionally suspendedon charges that
heleftthevenuewithoutprovidinghis
urinesampleformandatorydopetest-
ingafter finishing third in the+100kg
categoryfollowingasemi-final loss.

NationalTTcamp
getsunderway
Withfocusfirmlyonqualifyingfornext
year'sTokyoOlympics,theIndiantable
tennisplayersonWednesdayresumed
their training after almost seven
monthsatthenationalcamp,whichgot
underway at Sonepatwithninepad-
dlers. A total of 11 players and three
coacheshavegiventheirconsentforthe
42-day-longcampwhichwillconclude
on December 9. Four-time
CommonwealthGames gold-medal-
listAchantaSharathKamalandAnusha
Kutumbalewillbejoiningthecampon
Thursday. Senior players G Sathiyan
andHarmeetDesaiareexpectedtojoin
once they return fromabroad,where
theyarecompeting.

PTI/AP

BRIEFLY

SANDIPG
OCTOBER28

MSDHONImade his and Chennai Super
Kings fans go through awhole gamut of
emotionsinthislargelydisappointingedi-
tion.Hehasbeenknowntobeinscrutable
asheplotshisteam’sprogressonthefield,
but betrayedhis emotions on several oc-
casions this season.

SMILING START
September19,beatMIbyfivewickets
Despite the pre-series turbulence —

ranging from Suresh Raina’swithdrawal
tosupportstaff testingpositive,andtrun-
catedpracticesessions,theyavengedtheir
defeatinlastyear’sfinalincrushingman-
ner.Dhoniwasallspunkandbounce,asif
hewereyouthfulagain.Rubbinghisstub-
bleatthepresentationceremony,heem-
phasised the balance of youth and expe-
rience inhis side.
“What reallyhelpsyoungsters in the

IPL is the fact that thereare lotsof senior
players from different countries for 60-
70 days,” he stressed. It was the perfect
advertisement for his philosophy too:
twomen in their early 20s, Lungi Ngidi
andSamCurran,setthetempowiththeir
crafty bowling before two batsmen rid-
ing their mid-30s, Ambati Rayudu and
Faf duPlessis, completed the victory.

RUSTY STILL!
September22, lost toRRby16runs
The first sign of muddled thinking.

Chasing 217, Dhoni bizarrely strode out
atNo7.Hestruckafluentunbeaten29off
17 balls, explained his rationale of com-
ing down the order thus: “Oh! I haven’t
battedforaverylongtime,youknow,and
the14-dayquarantinedoesn’treallyhelp.
I’m slowly trying to get into the tourna-
ment.” Itwassounusual forDhonitonot
sense thegamedriftingaway fromhim.

TIREDAND TESTED
October2, lost toSRHbysevenruns
Itwas thenightDhoni’s body rebelled

against hismind. On thehottestOctober

night in the Emirates, Dhoniwas calmly
shepherdinga chase,when fatigue seized
him.Hesanktohisknees,pouredbottlesof
wateroverhishead, andstaggeredback to
hisfeet.Foronceinhissturdycareer,Dhoni
seemedknackered.Intheend,heseemeda
defeatedman.Asmirk replaced the smile,
beforehetore intothelackofprofessional-
ismthatresultedinthethirdstraightdefeat
of the season: “It’s the professionalism -
droppingcatches, bowlingno-balls.We’re
makingthesamemistakesagain.”Buthere-
mainedhopeful:“We’llcomebackstronger.”

FLYINGDHONI
October7, lost toKKRby10runs
Hewas spectacular, lunging and leap-

ing,daringanddetermined.Heshowedhis
reflexesarestillintact,asheflungsideways
to snaffle a thick outside edge off Shivam
Mavi’s swipe.Nowinthough,Dhonihim-
selfstrugglingtoplayboomingstrokes.He
blamed it on the batsmen’s “lack of inno-
vation,”with a deadpan expression. Only
thatinnovativenesshaddesertedhimtoo.

UMPIRING THEUMPIRE
October14,beatSRHby20runs
Dhoni’s stone-eyed glare andwaving

hands intimidatedumpirePaulReiffel into
changinghisdecisionregardingawideball.

Reiffelwas about to signal awide,when
Dhoni’s spontaneous reaction, apparently,
forcedarethink.CSKwereextraspiritedthat
dayand thewin seemedapreface to a fa-
mous comeback. Dhoni emphasised on
“processes”, abuzzwordduringhis tenure
as India captain: “I thinkweneed to think
moreabouttheprocess.Youkeepwinning
thegames,thepointstablewilltakecareof
itself.Nopointlookingatthetable,butwe'll
still lookatwhatwecan improve.What's
importantistonotbrushanythingunderthe
carpetjustbecauseyou’vewonthegame.”

WORDS THAT SPARKED
October19, lost toRRbysevenwickets
Sufferingtheseventhlossin10games,

theirseasoncurtainedforallpracticalpur-
pose,Dhonilethisdismayevident,andun-
characteristicallypinnedtheblameonthe
youngsters. “Thisseason,wewerenotre-
allythere.Therewereafewchancestothe
youngsters andmaybewe didn’t see the
kindofsparkthattheycouldhavegivenus
tosay,‘okay,pushouttheexperiencedguy
and maybe make some space for the
youngsters’,”hesaid.Itseemedhewasde-
fendinghimself—thetiradethatCSKwere
ateamofhas-beens, includinghimself.
He regained his fabled cool and said:

“Today,theresult,whatitreallydoesisgive
those guyswhatever is left in our league
stages,theywillgetachanceandtheywill

have no real pressure on them. They can
gooutandexpressthemselves.”Infairness,
barringSamCurrannootheryoungsterre-
ally stood up under pressure — but the
pointwas lost in the reality of the team’s
elderlyhandsmakingnegligible impact.

APOCALYPSENOW
October23, lost toMIby10wickets
Thesymbolicendtoacatastrophiccam-

paign.CSKbattedlikezombiesandbowled
likeghosts.Therewasasenseofresignation
intheend.Dhoni,withoutsheddingadrop
ofemotion,expressedhisprecisefeelingat
thatmoment.“It hurts.” Thewords rolled
outofhismouthwithoutanyperceptible
obstructions. Then he saidmost filmy of
all lines: “Evenwhenyou're hurting, you
try tosmileandtake iton thechin.”

RENEWALANDHOPE
October25,beatRCBbyeightwickets
Theperfectgame,theperfectpitch,the

perfectriposte.Dhoni laterexplainedthe
mindset:“Itdoeshurtwhenyoudon’tdo
well so you try to amplify certain emo-
tions. So that theguys justdon’tdrop the
game. That can leave with 12 painful
hoursoftheremainingtimeinthetourna-
ment.Youhavetoenjoythegamenomat-
terwhere you are on the table. If you are
not enjoying the cricket, it can become
cruel andpainful.”

MSDhoniwasall spunkandbounce
at thestartof theseason.BCCI/IPL

Thefirst signofmuddledthinking
cameinthe loss toRR.BCCI/IPL

Dhoni’sglare ‘forced’PaulReiffel to
changehisdecisiononce.BCCI/IPL

Therewasasenseof resignation
after the10-wicket loss toMI.BCCI/IPL

The many moods
of MS Dhoni
Ashisempirecrumbledaroundhim,

ChennaiSuperKingscaptainhasn'talways
beenhiscomposedself

How ‘X’mas shopping’ cost Coleman a shot at Tokyo gold
EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER28

REIGNING 100Mworld champion and the
fastest man on the planet at themoment,
Christian Colemanwas handed a two-year
ban by the Athletics Integrity Unit (AIU) on
Tuesday for breaching its whereabouts
clause. The ban effectively rules him out of
next year’s Tokyo Games. The 24-year-old
Americansprinterwassuspendedprovision-
allyinJunefor ‘whereaboutsfailure’, includ-
ingmissed tests.

WhatwasColeman’soffence?
Coleman,who is part of the Registered

Testing Pool (RTP), had failed to present
himself twice for sample collection and
provided incorrect details on another oc-
casion, all in 2019. As perWADA rules, an
athlete can face a two-year ban if he/she
commits threesuchviolationswithinape-
riod of 12months.

Christmasshoppingor intentional
evasion?
The100mspecialistadmittedtomissing

outonadopetestonDecember9 lastyear -
thethirdandthemostcrucialmiss.Coleman
claimed he was out for a quick Christmas
shopping stint and would have reached
homeforthetestif theofficialshadjustgiven
him a call. Sample-collecting officials testi-
fied before a disciplinary tribunal that they
werepresentoutsideColeman’shousedur-
ing theentire timeallotted (7:15pmto8:15
pm)onDecember9.Colemanhadsubmitted
shopping bills in his defence but the AIU
found that the receipts showed that he had
purchased16itemsfromastoreat8:22pm,
sevenminutesbeyondtheallotted time.

WhatdidAIU’sdisciplinaryreportsay?
The 22-page report, available on AIU’s

website, dismisses Coleman’s Christmas
shopping claim. It says if Coleman had ar-
rived fiveminutes before the allotted time,
ashehadclaimed,hecouldhavenotmissed

the two officials waiting at the door. The
shoppingreceiptsalsopuncturedhisclaims.
“Wesee this case as involvingbehaviour by
theathleteasverycarelessatbestandreck-
lessatworst,”theAIU’sthree-memberjudg-
ingpanel said in its report.

Whoisrequiredtofilewhereabouts?
Athleteswho are part of the Registered

Testing Pool (RTP) created by the national
anti-dopingagencyor an international fed-
erationwill have to submit details. The de-
tailsof theseathleteswillbemadeavailable
to theWorld Anti-Doping Agency via the
ADAMS (Anti-Doping Administration and
ManagementSystem)database.
Athletes included in theRTPare
those ‘highest-priorityathletes’,
includingmedalwinnersatma-
jorgames.

Whatdetailsdoesanathlete
havetoprovide?
Whereabouts filings have to

include the address where an
athleteislivingandalsoadditional informa-
tionas towhere theywill bewhile compet-
ing and training for the upcoming quarter.
Buttheathleteisalsoencouragedtogivede-
tailsabouther/hiswhereaboutsoutsidethe
60-minuteslot.

Whatwill theColemancampdonow?
The sprinter’s manager Emanuel

Hudson said theywill knock at thedoor of
theCourt of Arbitration for Sport (CAS) for
areprieve.Colemanisnotexpectedtocom-
mentonthe issueuntil thecase isheardby
CAS. “The decision of the Disciplinary
TribunalestablishedunderWorldAthletics

Rules is unfortunate and will
be immediately appealed to
the Court of Arbitration for
Sport,” Hudson tweeted from
the account of his HSI com-
pany.

WithColemanout,whois
favouritetotriumphatTokyo?
Noah Lyles and Canadian

star Andre De Grasse are two runnerswho
have it in them to take the top spot on the
podium in Coleman’s absence. Lyles’ 9.86s
runat Shanghai last year is the second-best
timing in theworld this Olympic cycle, be-
hindColeman’smark.

Yadav’sclassy inningsagainstRoyalChallengersBangaloreallbutsealsMumbai Indians’sspot inplayoffs

SHAMIKCHAKRABARTY
OCTOBER28

ASUBLIMEhalf-century fromSuryakumar
Yadav (73not out, 43balls) helpedMumbai
Indians secure a five-wicketwinoverRoyals
Challengers Bangalore in Abu Dhabi on
Wednesday. Chasing 165 for victory,MI got
therewithfiveballstospare,effectivelybecom-
ingthefirstteamtoreachtheplayoffs.With16
points from12matches andanet run rateof
+1.18,atop-fourberthforMIisallbutsealed.As
forRCB,with14points from12matches, they
wouldbackthemselvestoqualify.

Surya’s sharp reply
With Rohit Sharma still nursing a ham-

string injury, MI were once again bereft of
their captain. RCBhadposted a challenging
total and the defending champions lost the
in-formQuintondeKockearlyintheirchase.
IshanKishandepartedcloseonhisheels.But
Yadav,likehehasdoneonmanyanoccasion,
stooduptobecounted.
ThemaverickofMumbaicricketrevelled

inhiselegance.Hehitaback-footcoverdrive
for a four. He hit a six over cover. He swept
with arrogance.Heplayeda rampand then
lap-swepta140kph-plusdeliveryfromDale
Steynforasix.HeflickedaMohammedSiraj
delivery to the deep backward square-leg
boundary,withthefielderbarelybeingable
tomove. Yadavwas displaying 360degrees
batting with a touch of sheer class, some-
thingwhichformerWestIndiesfastbowler-
turned-commentator IanBishopcompared
with ‘anoilpainting’.
In 12matches so far this season, Yadav

has scored362 runs at a strike rate north of
155.Lastseason,hehadscored424runsin16
gamesduringMI’s title-winning campaign.
Hisfirst-classaverageis44.The30-year-old,
however, hasn’t played for India in any for-
mat.
OnMonday,whentheSunilJoshi-ledna-

tional selection committee announced the

Indian squads for the upcoming tour of
Australia, they didn’t consider Yadav to be
goodenough.Today, infrontof Indiacaptain
Virat Kohli – there had been a bit of banter
between the twoduringMI’s chase–Yadav
gaveabefitting reply tohisomission.

Bumrah thwarts RCB
Jasprit Bumrah forced the Royal

Challengers Bangalore innings to go into a
tailspin.Aftera71-runopeningpartnership,
RCBwerelookinggoodtoposta180-plusto-
tal, before theMumbai Indians fast bowler
intervened.
More than Bumrah’s figures – an out-

standing 3/14 in four overs – itwas the im-
pacthemadebytakingthosewicketsat im-
portantmoments. Virat Kohli didn’t have a
smooth start but was playing himself in.
Bumrah inhis secondspell –hebowled just
one over inside the Powerplay – dismissed
theRCBcaptainwithashortball.Thedelivery

waswelldirected,Kohliattemptedapullbut
got a topedge. SaurabhTiwary tooka smart
catchmovingbackwards frommid-wicket.
Another bouncer accounted for Shivam

Dube.The left-handerwentafter it,butwas
a little late. The catchwent to Suryakumar
Yadavatdeepmid-wicket. Twoballs later, a
well-setDevduttPadikkalwasgone–aback-
of-a-lengthballcrampedtheleft-handerfor
roomandtheflickwenttoTrentBoultatlong
leg. It was the 17th over of the RCB innings
and Bumrah had a double-wicketmaiden.
Before that, Kohli’s wicket took him to 100
scalps in the IPL. After 11 overs, RCBwere
93/1. After the 17th, they had limped to
134/5.ThankstoBumrah,MIwrestedtheini-
tiative.KieronPollardremovingABdeVilliers
witha full-tossalsoplayedapart.
On a daywhenRCB’s batting superstars

gotoutcheaply,Padikkalwasanchoringthe
innings. The youngster is having a success-
ful IPL. He doesn’t have a decisive trigger
movement,whichinawayallowshimextra
timetoeffectivelymanoeuvrespininwhite-
ballcricket.Asaleft-hander,hedoesn’thave
the grace of a SouravGanguly, but Padikkal
has the gift of timing and the ability to pick
the gaps. He punished theMI spinners. He
targeted the cover region and bisected the
fielders forhisboundaries.
Padikkal,however,hasatendencytoslow

down in the middle overs, an aspect he
wouldliketoworkon.His45-ball74wasstill
averygoodeffort.
Josh Philippe, in for Aaron Finch, too,

playedwellforhis24-ball33.Asmartstump-
ing fromQuinton deKock off Rahul Chahar
ended his innings, but the Aussie and
Padikkal ensured that RCBhad an excellent
Powerplay–54/0–after losing the toss.
BRIEFSCORES:RCB164/6in20overs(D

Padikkal74,JPhilippe33;JBumrah3/14)lost
to MI 166/5 in 19.1 overs (S Yadav 79*,
IKishan25;MSiraj2/28)by5wickets

Playing tonight:CSKvsKKR,7.30pm

Surya rises to the challenge

POINTS TABLE
Team Matches Won Lost NR Points
MI 12 8 4 0 16
RCB 12 7 5 0 14
DDCC 12 7 5 0 14
KXIP 12 6 6 0 12
KKR 12 6 6 0 12
SRH 12 5 7 0 10
RR 12 5 7 0 10
CSK 12 4 8 0 8

SYNOPSIS
Surya’s sharp reply afterBumrah
thwartsRCB

Father infected
with Covid-19,
Lakshya pulls out
in Saarbrucken
SHIVANINAIK
MUMBAI,OCTOBER28

ISOLATEDINhishotel roomatSaarbrucken
in Germany, DK Sen, father-cum-coach of
shuttler Lakshya Sen, says it was unfortu-
nate his son had to pull out from the
SaarLorLuxOpeninGermanywherehewas
defendingchampion.
Whilehisfirstthoughtsaftertestingpos-

itive for Covid-19 in a test onWednesday
havebeenabouthisson'scareerandsafetyof
otherplayers,thiscasethrowsintosharpre-
lief theperils of sport continuing tooperate
in its older circuit format, making travel -
however short the distance between two
hostcities-imperative.Andalsoperilousfor
theolder support staff.
"There's nothing toworry. I am fine and

well and praying to god for a speedy recov-
ery,"DKSen,however,toldTheIndianExpress.
Sen Sr is asymptomatic and nowawaits in-
structions fromlocalhealthauthorities. "We
are in different rooms - Lakshya with his
physioAbhishekandIaminaseparateroom.
Ihavenosymptomsandwill followeverylo-
cal protocol.We'll take a second test soon to
checkwhenwecanreturn,"headded.
AfterplayingintheDenmarkOpenmid-

month, Lakshya had camped at Peter Gade
AcademyandtravelledtoGermanyforSuper
100tournament,whichhehadwonlastyear.
"Wecameon25thandtravelledtoFrankfurt
forthemandatorytest.Thankfully,theyboth
testednegative,andI'mnowinisolation.It's
sadbecausehehadworkedhard, butwith-
drawingwasthebestoptionkeepingevery-
one's safety inmind,"SenSr said.
WhiletheOdenseSuper750hadoperated

within confines of a bubblewith two tests
clearedbyplayersandallsupportstaff, travel
inEurope,wherecasesaresurging,isfraught.
Whilebadmintontookitstimetorestart,

theDenmarkOpenhadgonewithoutaglitch,
theGermaneventwithfiveotherIndianshut-
tlersinthedrawsawitsbiggestwithdrawalin
formofthedefendingchampionontheopen-
ingday.DanishfinalistRasmusGemkeisalso
playing in Saarbrucken, as the tournament
goesaheadonschedule.
Earlier, theThomasUberCupscheduled

forearlyOctoberhadbeencancelledaftera
raftofAsiancountries, including Indonesia
andKorea,hadexpressedtheirreservations
abouttravelingtoEurope.Therewerehopes
after the successful conduct of Denmark
Open which saw a couple of top Japanese
names, that badminton will settle into a
newnormalwithtournamentsgoingahead
with restrictionsanda fractionof in-stadia
audience. The Asian leg of three consecu-
tive tournaments is scheduled for next
January in Thailand.
"We'lltravelbackoncewegetthego-ahead

andfocusonthenexttournaments,"Sensaid.
This is Lakshya's first full season on the

seniors circuit and after a good showing at
All England, the Bangalore lad had shown
over-eagernesstofinishthepoints, flubbing
hissecondroundinhislast lossatDenmark.
However,thecurtailedEuropeanswingwas
important to get into somesort of top-level
sparringavailableatGade's academy.

ChristianColemanhasbeenhandeda
two-yearsuspension.Reuters

SuryaKumarYadav’sunbeaten79helpedMumbaicross thefinish line.BCCI/IPL
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