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tHEeDiToRIALPAGE SAYS OPPOSITION CAMPAIGN AGAINST FARM BILLS FAVOURS BROKERS

Nitish by his side, PM kicks off campaign
citing Galwan, Art 370 and ‘naya Bihar’

TIMEHAS COME
FORINDO-PACIFIC
CONCORD

BY ARUN PRAKASH
PAGE 10

Trump calls
India air
“filthy’, is not
entirely off
the mark

US President Donald Trump
at the presidential debate. AP

ESHAROY
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 23

IN HIS debate against the
Democrat presidential candidate
Joe Biden on Thursday, US
President Donald Trump, while
talking about his administra-
tion's track record on checking
carbon emissions, referred to
pollution levels in other coun-
tries, including India, and called
their air “filthy”.

Responding to a question on
how the candidates proposed to
combat climate change while
supporting job growth, Trump
claimed the carbon emission
numbers in the United States un-
der his administration have been
the bestin the last 35 years. “Look
at China, how filthy it is. Look at
Russia, look at India... the air’s
filthy. I took us out of the Paris
Accord because we were going to
have to spend trillions of dollars,
and we were being treated very
unfairly,” said Trump.

Trump’s comment on India’s
air quality might have been un-
palatable, but it is true that over
the last few years, Indian cities
have been recording some of the
highest pollution levels in the
world.

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

TRUMP-BIDEN FINAL
SHOWDOWN
PAGE 16

Prime Minister Narendra Modi with Bihar Chief Minister Nitish Kumar in Sasaram; Rahul Gandhi with Tejashwi Yadav in Nawada district on Friday. P11

PM: Opposition parties anti-reform,
with forces trying to weaken India

— — while accusing the
AMITABH SINHA Opposition of being
& HARIKISHAN anti-reform, and of sid-
SHARMA ing with “dalaal” (bro-
GAYA,NEW DELHI, kers), Naxalites and
OCTOBER 23 DECISION t}florces OtUt fo weaken

~ 2020 | 370 brief halt

KICKING OFF hiselec- | BIHAR — ree brief halts

tion rallies in Bihar on
Friday, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi contrasted the
NDA's work on a “naya Bihar”
with the “misrule” of the 1990s,

in Sasaram, Gaya and
Bhagalpur, the Prime
Minister spoke of the Galwan
clash with China in June, in
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

BUSINESS AS USUAL
By UNNY

Rahul attacks PM, Tejashwi
keeps focus on Nitish, Bihar

MANOJCG
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 23

BEGINNING HIS campaign for
the dead-heat Bihar Assembly
elections, former Congress pres-
ident Rahul Gandhi on Friday ad-
dressed a joint rally with RJD
leader and the Opposition al-
liance’s chief ministerial face
Tejashwi Yadav, but their

speeches reflected a striking
contrast in approach and style.
Gandbhi, addressing the joint
public meeting in Hisua in
Nawada district, launched a blis-
tering attack on Prime Minister
Narendra Modi — in fact, refer-
ring to him by name or as Prime
Minister some 20 times — on is-
sues such as demonetisation,
Chinese incursion, GST and his
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Won’t contest polls till J&K
special status back Mehbooba

Says will raise
Tricolour when
J&K flag restored

NAVEED IQBAL
SRINAGAR, OCTOBER 23

DECLARING THAT she will have
“nothing to do with elections” till
J&K’s special status under the
Constitution is restored, PDP
president and former Chief
Minister Mehbooba Mufti said
Friday that she will raise the
Tricolour only when the J&K
state flag is also restored.

Bharat Biotech says its

ICMR-backed vaccine
set for June 2021 launch

PRABHARAGHAVAN
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 23

BHARAT BIOTECH, which has re-
ceived approval for late-stage
human trials for its Covid vaccine
candidate, expects to have it
ready by June 2021 — unless the
government advancesits launch
through emergency use autho-
risation, according to a top com-
pany official.

The Hyderabad-based firm
plans to test over 20,000 volun-
teers across 12-14 states for
Covaxin, its indigenous candi-
date, Sai Prasad, executive direc-
tor, Bharat Biotech International

Rapid test being conducted
in Ahmedabad on Friday.

Nirmal Harindran

Ltd, told The Indian Express.

“If we get all the approvals in
place, I think during Q2 of 2021, we
should get the efficacy readout

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Mehbooba Mufti at a press
conference in Srinagar on
Friday. Shuaib Masoodi

Following the abrogation of
Article 370 on August 5,2019, the
J&K state flag, which used to fly

along with the Tricolour atop the
civil secretariat building in
Srinagar, was removed.

“My flag is in front of me.
When this flag is restored to us,
we will raise the other flag
(Tricolour) also. But until that
happens, we will not hold any
other flag in our hands. Hamara
uss jhande se rishta is jhande ne
banaya hai, it is not independent
of this flag,” Mehbooba Mufti told
reporters, pointing to the flag of
the erstwhile state placed before
her along with the PDP flag.

In her first press conference
following her release from over
14 months of detention under

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Again, Mumbai police
book Republic, channel
says it’s a witch-hunt

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI,OCTOBER 23

MUMBAI POLICE Friday booked
the executive editor, an anchor,
two reporters and other editorial
staff of Republic Media Network
for broadcasting alleged defam-
atory news content against the
police department.

Police said Republic channel
aired news that would incite dis-
affection among police person-
nel against Commissioner of
Police Param Bir Singh. The
channel, police said, claimed
Mumbai police personnel were
rebelling against Param Bir

Singh, and that his orders were
not acceptable to them.

The channel, in a statement,
said the “booking of all journal-
ists of a news media organisa-
tion, left unchecked, will have a
chilling effect on democracy, es-
pecially within the state of
Maharashtra”.

Thisis the fourth case against
Republic channel. Its editor-in-
chief Arnab Goswami is facing
two FIRs, registered at Pydhonie
and NM Joshi Marg police sta-
tions, for allegedly inciting com-
munal tension. A case relating to
alleged fudging of TRPs is
being probed by the

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Bluetooth tracker for terror attacks finds
new use in pandemic time — at the IPL

PAGE1
ANCHOR

MIHIRVASAVDA
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 23

NOT SO long ago, Botan Osman
was designing technology to
track and trace people after ter-
ror attacks, industrial accidents
or natural calamities. But now, as
chief executive of British tech
firm Restrata, he is adapting the
same systems to protect crick-
eters from Covid — and help or-
ganisers bring the crowds back
to stadiums.

“Factories, offices, oil fields,
power plants...we have been
helping a lot of people day-to-

Everyone inside IPL bio-bubble has been given the Bluetooth
device, worn around their necks. Delhi Capitals/ Instagram

day. But our sports-related work
gets a lot of press because, well,
sportisinteresting,” says Osman,
speaking to The Indian Express

from London.

Since the IPLgot underway in
the UAE in a bio-bubble last
month, Restrata’s Bluetooth

tracker is being worn by the
cricketers — around their necks
— atall times, except while play-
ing or training, to ensure that no-
body steps out of the bubble un-
noticed. The technology was also
used for England’s home Test se-
ries against the West Indies and
Pakistan earlier this year.

In the IPL, the location and
movement of each player, sup-
port staff and others involved in
the games, is monitored in real-
time with sensors placed across
13 hotels, three stadiums, train-
ing grounds and buses ferrying
the players.

If social-distancing rules are
broken — or if a person enters a
non-designated zone — an alert
is triggered. Restrata then

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Pak remains on
terror grey list,
watchdog says
deadlines over

Strategic deficiencies, non-compliance,
Pak has to act by Feb 2021, says FATF

SHUBHAJIT ROY
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 23

CITING “STRATEGIC deficien-
cies” and non-compliance with
six key markers in its 27-point
action plan on terror-financing
and money-laundering, Paris-
based global watchdog Financial
Action Task Force (FATF) Friday
said Pakistan will continue tore-
main onits grey list.

The decision was announced
by FATF president Marcus Pleyer
after a three-day virtual plenary
session. “To date, Pakistan has
made progress across all action
plan items and has now largely
addressed 21 of the 27 action
items. As all action plan dead-
lines have expired, the FATF
strongly urges Pakistan to swiftly
complete its full action plan by
February 2021,” the FATF said in
a statement.

Pakistan also needs to work
on four areas to “address its
strategic deficiencies”, it said.
Listing the deficiencies, the FATF
said that Pakistan needs to:

EXPLAINED

Why Pak needs
to move now

THE FATF has asked
Pakistan, which has
been onits grey list since
2018, to get its act to-
gether by February 2021.
With the Imran Khan-
led government battling
a severe eCONOMIIcC Crisis,
Delhi is hoping that this
will prompt Islamabad
to take more action
against terror groups
and their leaders.

W “Demonstrate that law en-
forcement agencies are identify-
ing and investigating the widest
range of terror financing activity
which target designated persons

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

ECONOMY SPORT

FORMER NCLAT U.S. FDA APPROVES = KAPIL DEV SUFFERS
CHAIRPERSON JOINS | FIRST COVID-19 HEART ATTACK, ‘ON
ADVISORY BOARD DRUG: ANTIVIRAL ROAD TO RECOVERY’
OF GROUP HE ONCE REMDESIVIR AFTER ANGIOPLASTY
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TANYAMANIKTALA ON A SUITABLE BOY: LATA WILL INSPIRE YOUNG GIRLS TODAY

Maniktala is nervous about her family and friends watching her on screen. She says they will be her biggest
critics. Slipping into the central role of Lata, the 23-year-old Delhi girl spoke to indianexpress.com about being
Lataand why the character and story are still relevant.

TECH

INKERALA’S ROSARY
HUB, EARNINGS DOWN

Ancillary businesses
like rosary-making
have taken a hit

NOW MUTE WHATSAPP
CHAT FOREVER

Until now, it allowed
users to mute a chat for
hours, weeks or a year

EXPRESS

Why Apple is smiling at
your kidney jokes

NEW EPISODE EVERYDAY

In this episode of tech podcost ‘Our Own
Devices’, we discuss what premium phones
offer, whether they are more about flash
than functionality, and why aspiration is
necessary for the smartphone ecosystem.

FROMPAGE ONE

Trump calls
India air filthy’,
is not entirely
off the mark

A State of the Global Air 2020
report by the Boston-based
Health Effects Institute and the
Institute for Health Metrics and
Evaluation, released earlier this
week, found that India has the
highest exposure toPM 2.5 inthe
world (in 2019), followed closely
by Nepal, Nigeria, Bangladeshand
Pakistan, with India having seen
an increase in PM 2.5 levels and
exposure to it since 2010.

Indiaalso has one of the high-
est exposures to ozone in the
world, behind Qatar and Nepal.
India has experienced a 17 per
cent increase in ozone exposure
in the pastdecade.

While theUS's carbon dioxide
emissions have dropped during
Trump’s tenure, they are not, as
he claimed, the lowest in the last
35 years. According to data from
the US Environment Protection
Agency, carbon dioxide emissions
dropped to 5,253 million tonnes
in 2017, which was the lowest
since 1993, or 24 years. But the
emissions rose to 5,424 million
tonnes the next year, the last year
for which data is available.

The United States still contin-
ues to be second biggest emitter
of greenhouse gases after China.
Its total greenhouse gas emissions
(carbon dioxide and others) was
more than 6.6 billion tonnes in
2018.

Indiais the third biggest emit-
ter of greenhouse gases in the
world, but its emissions are less
than half thatof the US. According
to the Global Carbon Budget re-
port for 2019, India’s estimated
carbon dioxide emissions for the
year 2018 was only 2.65 billion
tonnes, which is less than half of
the US’s 54 billion tonnes. India’s
per capitaemissions, according to
this report, was one-eighth that
of the US.

The withdrawal from the 2015
Paris Agreement was something
that Trump had promised during
his election campaign. Ayearand
a half after becoming President,
in June 2017, Trump made good
on his promise, making the US the
first country to pull out of the
agreement that seeks to keep
global average temperatures from
rising beyond 2 degree Celsius
compared to pre-industrial levels.

The US was not a part of the
Kyoto Protocol either, having de-
cided not to ratify the agreement
that was the predecessor to the
Paris pact.

Union Minister for
Environment, Forests and Climate
Change, Prakash Javadekar has,
time and time again, along with
leaders of other countries, pointed
to the role that richer, developed
countries needed to play in shoul-
dering the financial burden of cli-
mate change.

At the meeting of BASIC
(Brazil, South Africa, India and
China)nations in Sao Pauloas well
asthe COP 25 meet in Madrid last
year, Javadekar had pointed out
that the developed world had
over the past decade promised
USD 1 trillion to developing coun-
tries to combat climate change, of
which only close to two per cent
had been paid.

The Indian government has
also maintained that the technol-
ogy transfer promised as part of
climate change mitigation meas-
ures had not materialised.

However, the good news from
the recent State of the Global Air
reportis thatboth Indiaand China
have reduced household expo-
sure toair pollution, which isnow
being considered a leading con-
tributor to maternal and infant
mortality rates.India hasreduced
this exposure from 73 per cent to
61 per cent over the past decade.

Last year, India launched a
National Clean Air Programme
that seeks to reduce pollutant lev-
els by 20 to 30 per cent by year
2024 inover 100 cities.

In April 2020, the country ini-
tiated a switch to Bharat Stage VI
(BS-VI) vehicle emission stan-
dards, whichis expected to bring
benefits over the next few years.
Again, Mumbai
police book
Republic,
channel says
it’s a witch-hunt
Mumbai Crime Branch while
chapter proceedings against
Goswami have been initiated sep-
arately by police.

The new FIR, under section 3
(1) of The Police (Incitement to
Disaffection) Act, 1922, and IPC
sections 500 (defamation)and 34
(common intention), is against
Republic TV anchor Shivani
Gupta, reporter Sagarika Mitra, re-
porter Shawan Sen, executive ed-
itor Niranjan Narayanaswamy,
and other editorial staff.

Police said that the case was
registered after police sub-inspec-
tor Shashikant Pawar, posted at
the Social Media Lab (SML) of
Special Branch-1,approached NM
Joshi Marg police station with a
complaint Friday.

An officer said the SML mon-
itors contents on social mediaand
television channels. “They are
supposed to identify posts that
are fake and also content thatcan
create disharmony amongst the
people, and they are expected to
record and present it to their su-
periors,” the officer said.

According to police, sub-in-
spector Pawar, after witnessing a
10-minute show aired between7
pm and 7.10 pm Thursday on
Republic Television, reached NM
Joshi Marg police station Friday
afternoon since the SML office is
in the area under its jurisdiction.

“The complainant said thathe
saw a news on Republic TV
(English) which showed that
Mumbeai police personnel are re-
belling against Param Bir Singh
and his orders are not acceptable
to them. In the news report, they
also said that it is affecting the
credibility of Mumbai Police," an
officer from NM Joshi Marg police
station said.

The complainant, in his state-
ment, said the anchor and the re-
porter also said that Singh is tar-
nishing the image of the Mumbai
Police, and that this was aired
without any valid proof.

The news, the complainant
said, ran under a segment 'Biggest
Story Tonight' and the TV screen
had a caption ‘Revolt Against
Param Bir? Senior officers part of
the probe give details'.

Police said the channel au-
thorities were intentionally try-
ing toincite disaffection amongst
Mumbai police personnel against
the police commissioner.

The channel, inits statement,
said: “In a brazen abuse of office,
the Mumbai Police has booked
the -- “Editorial staff and
Newsroom Incharge for the con-
cerned report getting aired and
others” -- at the Republic Media
Network. This comes as the most
grave attack on the freedom of
press safeguarded under Article
19(1)(a) of the Constitution of
India.”

“This booking of all journalists
of anews media organisation, left
unchecked, will have a chilling ef-
fect on democracy, especially
within the state of Maharashtra,”
itstated.

“While Param Bir Singh may
be cornered and uncomfortable
with the fact that his elaborately
crafted lies against Republic are
falling apart before the people of
India in the face of the truth and
real facts, he seems to be using
thatas abasis for undertaking his
large-scale witch-hunt against
Republic Media Network’s jour-
nalists. Republic’s Editorial staff
stands together and in firm oppo-
sition to the intimidation tactics
deployed by the Param Bir Singh-
led Mumbai Police,” the channel
said.

which soldiers of 16 Bihar regi-
ment had been killed, and ac-
cused the Opposition of sup-
porting those "conspiring"
against India.

“Today, the situation has be-
come such that these people
(Opposition parties)do not hes-
itate to support people who are
conspiring to weaken India...
The country had been waiting
for years to abrogate Article 370
from Jammu and Kashmir. We
took the decision, but today,
these people are talking about
reversing this decision. They are
saying that if they come to
power, they will bring back
Article 370.And look at theirau-
dacity. After saying all this, they
still have the nerve to seek votes
from the people of Bihar, the
Bihar that sends its sons and
daughters to guard the country
on the border. Is it not an insult
to the feelings of Bihar?” he
asked the crowd at his first rally
in Sasaram.

In Gaya, Modi accused the
Opposition parties of support-
ing Naxalites. “What an irony it

government’s handling of the
pandemic and the exodus of
migrant workers. He men-
tioned Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar barely thrice.

Yadav, on the other hand,
referred to Modi only thrice -
that too in the context of spe-
cial package and special status
for Bihar - and focused his en-
tire attack on Nitish Kumar, ac-
cusing him of failing to create
jobs, ruining the healthcare
and education system and ig-
noring the needs of farmers.

Yadav had been keeping his
campaign centered on Kumar's
governance record of 15 years,
deftly avoiding mention of na-
tional issues or taking on Prime
Minister Modi.

And as he has been doing,
he did not forget to mention
Navaratri, saying he has come
after paying obeisance to “Ma
Durga” and has done a “kalash
sthapana” (during which are-
solve is taken), and asked peo-
ple to take a vow to vote out
Kumar.

Interestingly, the Congress
too had been trying to keep the
campaign limited to local is-
sues until Gandhi addressed
the rally. In his second public

is that the place where Lord
Buddha received enlighten-
ment, the land of peace, has
beengifted to Naxalites,” he said.

Modi said most of the cur-
rent problems of the state were
a legacy of the misrule of the
1990s, and told people they
were witnessing the making of
a"nayaBihar".

Directing much of his attack
ontheRJD, the main opposition
party, but without naming it,
Modi said, “There was a time
when people who used to get off
at railway stations at night
would spend the entire night at
the platform and go to their
homes only in the morning.
There were times when people
would not buy cars for fear of
letting people of a particular
(vishesh) party guess their in-
comes,” he said.

“Lekin, aajyehnayaBihar hai.
Aaj ke Biharme laalten ki zaroorat
nahi hai (This is a new Bihar.
There is no need for a kerosene
lamp in today’s Bihar),” Modi
said, referring to the RJD's elec-
tion symbol.

meeting in Baghalpur, where
Tejashwi was not there,
Gandhi made amends and at-
tacked Kumar and spoke about
Bihar more, yet kept the focus
largely on Prime Minister
Modi.

Gandhi began his address
at the joint rally attacking the
Prime Minister over the
Chinese incursion.

“Prime Minister Narendra
Modi says he bows down be-
fore the soldiers from Bihar
who had laid down their
lives... but that is not the ques-
tion... the question is, when
Bihar’s young soldiers were
martyred, that day what did
the Prime Minister of the coun-
try say and what did he do?
The question is when China
killed 20 of our soldiers and
took our land -- 1200 (sq) km
of India’s land China has occu-
pied -- why did our Prime
Minister insulting our brave-
hearts and say that no one has
entered Indian territory? You
insulted the Indian Army when
youlied that no Chinese soldier
has entered Indian territory.
The question is, when will you
throw out Chinese soldiers
from Indian land,” Gandhi said.

PM kicks off campaign with promise of
‘naya Bihar’, warns against Opp ‘misrule’

The crowd in Gayawasrela-
tively sparse because of restric-
tions placed due to the coron-
avirus epidemic. Only people
with masks were allowed inside
the venue, and entry was barred
once all the well-spaced out
plastic chairs were taken.
However, after the speech be-
gan, a few thousand more peo-
ple sneaked in.

Modi also brought up the re-
cent protests by the Opposition
against the two farm laws intro-
duced by the Central govern-
ment, and accused them of try-
ing to save brokers and
middlemen.

“When the country decided
to free farmers from middlemen
and brokers, they (the
Opposition) came out in sup-
portof middlemen and brokers;
mandi-MSP (market and
Minimum Support Price)is just
anexcuse,” he said.

Modi promised thatif voted
to power, the NDA government
would further upgrade infra-
structure in Bihar. “People,
whether they are tourists or oth-

Rahul attacks PM; Tejashwi focus on Nitish, Bihar

He went on to attack the
Prime Minister on the issue of
unemployment, asking him to
tell the people of Bihar how
many jobs he has given them,
accused him of “working for
Ambani and Adani”, and
slammed him onissues suchas
demonetisation, GST and the
farm laws. His focus on Bihar
was only in the context of the
hardships faced by migrant
workers during the lockdown.

“When you were walking
home hungry and thirsty, what
was Modi saying? Did he help
you... did he help Bihar’s mi-
grants? And he says he bows
down before workers. But
when the time came, he didn’t
help... When you were walking
without food and water, he
didn’t give you a train or bus,”
Gandbhi said.

Tejashwi, on the other
hand, hit out at Kumar. “In 15
years, has Nitishji given you
jobs, set up factories, stop mi-
gration, eradicate poverty, pro-
vide irrigation facilities for the
farmers? Even those with jobs
had their jobs snatched away
by Modiji and Nitishji... sugar
mills, paper mills, jute mills
were closed down. Nitishji is

ers, want to only go only to
places that have basic minimum
facilities. .. Thatis why Gayaand
Bodh Gaya are getting all these
facilities. Thereis an [IM in Gaya
now. There was a time when
there weren't enough schools
for children here,” he said.

In Gaya, where Chief
Minister Nitish Kumar was not
accompanying him, Modi men-
tioned his name only once dur-
ing his 25-minute speech.

He asked people to come out
and vote, but with precautions
to protect themselves against
Covid-19.

“Aapka vote isliye zaroori hai
taki Bihar phir se beemar na pad
Jjaye.Aursatarktaisliye zaroori hai
taki aap aur aapka parivaar
beemarise bacharahe (Your vote
isimportant toensure that Bihar
does not fall sick again. And it's
important for you to be vigilant
sothatyouand your families are
protected fromthe disease),” he
said. Modi, however, made no
mention of the free vaccine
promise made by the BJP in its
election manifesto.

saying Bihar is a landlocked
state so factories can’t be set
up. Nitishji, you are tired. You
cannot handle Bihar anymore,”
the RJD leader said.

“When UPA government
was in power, didn’t Laluji set
up rail factories? Wasn't Bihar
land locked then? Give me one
chance. The first decision of my
cabinet after I become chief
minister will be to give 10 lakh
government jobs... The Prime
Minister came to Bihar today:.
We hoped you will say
whether Bihar will get special
status or not. You would say
what happened to the special
package that you had an-
nounced," Tejashwi said.

He said his father Lalu
Prasad will come out of jail on
November 9 after securing bail.
"Lalu ji is getting released on
bail on November 9. He has got
one bail and will secure an-
other on November 9, which
also happens to be my birth-
day. The next day, Nitishji will
have his farewell.”

The fight, he said, is not be-
tween Nitish and Tejashwi or
Rahul and Modi. The fight is
between a dictatorial govern-
ment and the people.

‘Will raise
Tricolour when
J&K flag back...
won't contest till
special status
restored’

the Public Safety Act, she said no
matter how hard the Centre tries
to discredit J&K’s mainstream
parties, it will not be able todo so.

“They are trying to replace
this country’s Constitution with
the BJP manifesto, and this will
not lastlong,” she said.

“The people of J&K are ex-
pendable to them (Centre), what
they want is territory. This coun-
try will run on the Constitution,
not BJP’s manifesto,” she said.

Referring to the constitutional
changes stripping J&K of its spe-
cial status, Mufti said “what has
been snatched away from us, will
be taken back... this is a political
battle that we will fight peace-
fully.”

She said her struggle will not
be confined to seeking restoration
of Article 370 but will go beyond
“for the resolution of the Kashmir

dispute”.

Emphasising that she is “not
for power”, Mufti urged the peo-
ple of J&K to stand with the polit-
ical leadership that has come to-
gether as the People’s Alliance. “I
have no interest in elections. The
Constitution, under which I con-
tested elections, till it is restored
to us,  have nothing to do with
elections.”

“By forcefully taking away our
rights from us on August 5, they
have torn the Constitution to
shreds. Even if they had 500
membersin Parliament, they did
not have the power to snatch
away Article 370 or 35A, they
don’t have those powers. The
Constitution of India lends those
powers to the Constituent
Assembly of J&K,” she said.

Referring to Mahatma Gandhi
and Nelson Mandela, Mufti said it
isgoing tobe “along-drawn fight.”
She said the actions of August 5,
2019 were perpetuated through
the BJPs “brute majority” in
Parliament.

On the upcomingelections to
the District Development
Councils and whether her party
would be willing to cede space to
the BJP by not contesting elec-
tions, Mufti said the People’s

Alliance will take a final call on
these issues.

“This is not just about BJP, but
its cronies as well. People have to
survive. We will weigh the pros
and cons and take a decision un-
der the leadership of Farooq
Abdullah, and we will do what is
right,” she said.

Stating that the BJP did not
stop atJ&K; she accused it of “po-
larising the country” by passing
the Citizenship (Amendment)
Act, trampling the rights of mi-
norities, and then bringing in the
new farm laws.

Bluetooth tracker
for terror attacks
finds new use in
pandemic time
— at the IPL

reports the violation to the Indian
cricket board, which will impose
penalties on violators that range
from six-day quarantine to sus-
pension and even removal.
Speaking to The Indian Express
earlier about the IPL bio-bubble,
Sunrisers Hyderabad mentorVV
S Laxman had said: “We have

been given adevice, which tracks
our movement. The BCCI has
taken precautions so that players
remain safe..Overall, it'sworking
very well."

Officials say a similar technol-
ogy is set to be used at stadiums
to ensure social distancing when
spectators are allowed in the
stands. Osman says they are de-
veloping new algorithms so that
thousands of people can be al-
lowed inside stadiums using this
technology.

InSeptember, Restratawasin-
volved ina pilot projectin England
where 2,500 fans were allowed to
watch a domestic T20 county
match between Surrey and
Hampshire at The Oval
Spectators were given Bluetooth
devices similar to what the play-
ers in the IPL are wearing, and
their movements tracked inside
the stadium.

Andyet, cricket, or Covid, was
not what this device was devel-
oped for.

Osman, who has consulted for
various British firms operating in
the Middle East, says it was origi-
nally designed to trace people’s
location, the risk they faced and
elicitaresponse.

“You are thinking about how

New Delhi

to protect people fromacts of ter-
rorism, ora hurricane oranindus-
trial accident. These are all risks
that require preparation and
monitoring,” Osman says.

“Soiflamin an industrial ac-
cident, let’s say atan oil company,
then our technology will be used
to understand how many people
are there right now, how many
people can we move to safety and
who is missing -- three very im-
portant questions. If you can an-
swer these questions in five sec-
onds, rather than in five minutes,
you have saved a life potentially,”
he says.

The pandemic, Osman says,
has brought a new risk dimen-
sion: human contact. Since prox-
imity between people was never
a big risk before, Restrata had to
tweak its technology to monitor
the distance between people.

Since the pandemic began, a
majority of sporting events, in-
cluding the IPL, have been held in
front of empty stands. And as life
slowly returns to a new normal,
organisers, like those in charge of
that T20 county game, are look-
ing at this technology to fill the
stands in a phased manner.

Osman admits it will be a
challenge, but he remains opti-
mistic. “The challenge is not just
contact but managing the flow of
all these people. Our devices give
alocation precision of around 30
cm, which is an extremely high
accuracy,” he says. “We also have
video analyticswhenneeded. We
believe this will be useful across
all phases of return.”

Pak remains on
terror grey list,
watchdog says
deadlines over

and entities,and those whoacton
the behalf/direction of the desig-
nated persons or entities”.

B “Demonstrate that terror fi-
nancing prosecutions result in ef-
fective, proportionate and dissua-
sive sanctions”.

M “Demonstrate effective imple-
mentation of targeted financial
sanctions against all..designated
terrorists and those acting for or
on their behalf; preventing the
raising and moving of funds in-
cluding in relation to non-profit
organisations; identifying and
freezing assets; and prohibiting
access to funds and financial serv-
ices”.

B “Demonstrate enforcement
against violation of terror financ-
ing sanctions...of administrative
and criminal penalties and
provincial and federal authorities
cooperating on enforcement
cases”.

On Thursday, pushing for
Pakistan to remain on the list,
Ministry of External Affairs
spokesperson Anurag Srivastava
had said: “As is well known,
Pakistan continues to provide safe
havens to terrorist entities and in-
dividuals and has also not yet
taken any action against several
terrorist entities and individuals
including those proscribed by the
UNSC, such as Masood Azhar,
Dawood Ibrahim, Zakir-ur-
Rahman Lakhvi.”

The FATFhad issued the action
plan after placing Pakistan on the
grey listin June 2018. Recently, the
task force's International
Cooperation Review Group noted
that Pakistan had complied with
21 points.

In February, the FATF gave
Pakistan a four-month grace pe-
riod to complete the 27-point
plan. It extended the deadline by
three months due to the post-
ponement of its plenary follow-
ing the Covid outbreak.

The FATF listing makes it ex-
tremely difficult for Pakistan to get
financial aid from the IMF, the
World Bank and the European
Union.

In August, Pakistan imposed
financial sanctions on 88 banned
terror groups and their leaders, in-
cluding 26/11 Mumbai attack
mastermind and Jamaat-ud-

Dawa chief Hafiz Saeed, Jaish-e-
Mohammed chief Masood Azhar
and underworld don Dawood
Ibrahim.

Bharat Biotech
says its ICMR-
backed vaccine

set for June
2021 rollout

from our phase-3 clinical trial —
April, May, June, for example. That
is for the full efficacy results,”
Prasad said.

Covaxin, developed in collab-
oration with the Indian Council of
Medical Research’s National
Institute of Virology, is an inacti-
vated vaccine that is expected to
work by injecting the “killed ver-
sion” of the Covid-19 virus into
the body to develop an immune
response.

The approval for Bharat
Biotech to conduct phase-3 trials
currently puts it behind front-
runner Serum Institute of India,
which is said to be in the process
of recruiting and vaccinating par-
ticipants for the third phase of
testing for its candidate,
Covishield.

The results of a vaccine’s effi-
cacy show whether it has been
able to reduce the number of
cases in the inoculated group.
“We are committed to doing all
our phase-1, phase-2 and phase-
3 clinical trialsinits entirety, but I
think the government may also
be considering emergency use
approval,” Prasad said.

He said, however, that the firm
is not pushing for such an ap-
proval. “Our intent is to develop
everything to its logical conclu-
sion in terms of empirical evi-
dence and data, and efficacy data
and safety data. But there are dis-
cussions, I guess, within the gov-
ernment about that (emergency
use approval),” he said.

The firm plans to enrol
“25,000 to 26,000 participants
across the country, including in
Telangana, Tamil Nadu, Haryana,
Maharashtra and Bihar, Prasad
said. “This is what has been pre-
sented to the CDSCO (Central
Drugs Standard Control
Organisation) and DCGI (Drug
Controller General of India), and
they have accepted that,” he said.

While the number of testing
centres may increase, the targetis
around 25 clinical trial sites, he
said. “For the last two months, we
have been trying to establish and
develop these sites..across 12 to
14 states in India as of now...it’s
well spread between north, south,
east and west,” he said, adding
that during the first two phases,
Covaxin was provided to volun-
teers across 12 sites.

“There will be quite a few new
sitesand there will also be quite a
few new states, because the site
selection for phase-3 is com-
pletely different from a phase-1
or a phase-2. We are looking at,
obviously, the capabilities and ex-
pertise of the site, but also at
what’s happening in terms of
Covid-19 disease in those respec-
tive areas...it’s a multifaceted ap-
proach to select a site,” said
Prasad.

Other vaccine candidates in
the fray are those of Zydus Cadila,
which is close to completing
phase-2 trials of ZyCov-D, and of
Russia's Gamaleya Research
Institute, which will soon begin
phase 2/3 trials of Sputnik Vin col-
laboration with Dr Reddy's.

Covaxin became the subject
of controversy early in July, when
ICMR Director General Dr Balram
Bhargava wrote to principal inves-
tigators before early-stage human
trials, suggesting that the govern-
mentwaslookingatalaunchdate
of August 15.

Officials later clarified that the
letter, which urged investigators
to “fast track” allapprovalsand en-
sure subject enrollment no later
than July 7, was not aimed at
launching the vaccine at the cost
of safety and efficacy.
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MAN HELD FOR ‘RAPING’ 3 FOREIGN NATIONALS

Accused posed as
a woman on FB,
claims rape survivor

JIGNASASINHA
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 23

“HE SHOWED me videos of
him supporting acid attack
survivors, refugees... I thought
he was genuine, but he forced
me to get intimate with him.
While we were staying in
Jaipur, he raped me inside my
room. He would say it's spiri-
tual healing but I was not com-
fortable,” alleged a 27-year-old
UK-based woman about
Rupak Chatterjee (37), whoal-
legedly posed as a business-
man and NGO owner.

On October 1, Chatterjee
was arrested from a Mumbai
hotel after three women, all
foreign nationals, alleged he
had raped them.

Two FIRs were registered
in Jaipur South and West dis-
trict,and one FIR at Karol Bagh
police station. The UK national
is one of the three women who
filed FIRs against Chatterjee.
While sheisin Delhi, the other
women are in Jaipur.

On Friday, she spoke to The
Indian Express over the phone
on the allegations against
Chatterjee.

“Two years ago, [ was con-
tacted by awoman, Emily,a UK
national, on Facebook. She
claimed to be in India, and
spoke highly of Chatterjee and
his work for acid attack sur-
vivors,” said the woman. When
she met Chatterjee in
Rishikesh, she realised he was
pretending to be Emily on
Facebook and was using the
profile to contact foreign trav-
ellers, she claimed.

She claimed Chatterjee
roped her in for a project on
acid attack survivors in
Rajasthan in August. “I was
raped inside a hotel in Jaipur,
and since [ didn't know anyone,

Daily Covid cases cross
4k mark after a month

EXPRESS NEWS
SERVICE
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 23

ON FRIDAY, Delhi recorded
4,086 new coronavirus cases,
the highest single-day spike in
34 days, while the death toll
rose to 6,189 with 26 new
deaths. The positivity rate also
rose to 6.98%, after remaining
low for the last few weeks.

Total cases in the city are
now at 3,48,404. A total of
58,568 tests were conducted -
16,874 RT-PCR and 41,694
rapid antigen tests - in a day.

The previous highest sin-
gle-day spike — 4,071 — was
recorded on September 19.
Since then, fresh cases were re-
ported below the 4,000-mark
until Friday.

The death rate, based on
the last 10 days, however,
dropped below 1% and was
recorded at 0.89% on Friday.
With festivals around the cor-
ner, experts have warned of a

[ contacted two other women
from the Netherlands and UK,
whoImetinRishikesh... Weall
met in Jaipur and tried to con-
front Chatterjee but he fled. I
was shocked to know the
women too claimed they had
been raped by him,” claimed
the UK national.

The women came to Delhi
in September and filed a com-
plaint at a police station. Since
two of them alleged the inci-
dents took place in Jaipur, their
complaints were transferred to
Jaipur Police.

Jaipur Police said the ac-
cused is involved in multiple
cases of cheating and sexual
assault. Pradeep Mohan
Sharma, DCP (West Jaipur),
said, “The accused has cheated
a lot of women. He told them
he sold ethnic products. We
found there are other cases
registered against himin Jaipur
and Delhi.”

In 2015, a few women cre-
ated a Facebook group, which

IN SOME AREAS, PM CONCENTRATION 7 TIMES ABOVE ACCEPTABLE LIMIT

Stubble burning, calm winds push capital’s
AQI to ‘very poor’, no respite over weekend

SHIVAMPATEL
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 23

DELHI'S AIR quality slipped to the
‘very poor’ category, with a 24-
hour average AQI reading of 366
as per the Central Pollution
Control Board (CPCB), for the sec-
ond time this season. Parts of the
city also saw air quality turn ‘se-
vere’. AQI of neighbouring NCR
towns was also ‘very poor’ — 344
atGhaziabad, 369 at Noida, 334 at
Gurgaon and 360 at Faridabad.
As per government agencies,
calm surface level winds — wind
speed below 3 kmph — around
Delhi and an increase in share of
pollutants from stubble burning
in Punjab and Haryana was be-
hind the dipin air quality. Areport
from the Centre’s System of Air
Quality and Weather Forecasting
and Research said share of PM 2.5
pollutants from stubble burning
in Delhi’s air was 17% Friday,
higher than Thursday’s 8%.

By 2 pm, 8 out of 36 monitoring stations in Delhi saw AQI in the ‘severe’ category. Amit Mehra

Environment Pollution
(Prevention and Control)
Authority (EPCA) member Sunita
Narain said, “Our recommenda-
tion is that we must ensure en-
forcement on ground to check all

polluting sources. We are also re-
iterating advice given to be safe
from Covid — go out when ab-
solutely necessary, wear masks.”

Light winds and stagnant me-
teorological conditions will con-

tinue till Monday and air quality
over Delhi-NCR s likely to remain
‘very poor’ over the weekend, as
per the Ministry of Earth Sciences’
Air Quality Early Warning System
(EWS)for Delhi. “Large increase in

fire points was observed over
Punjab, Haryana, UP, which are
likely to impact air quality of
Delhi-NCR,” it said.

Data from Haryana State
Pollution Control Board showed
101 fire counts Friday, while data
from the Punjab Remote Sensing
Centre showed 1,341 fire counts
Thursday. Haryana and Punjab
have recorded 3,470 and 10,775
fire counts so far.

A Delhi government official
said mixing depth over the city —
vertical height available for disper-
sion of pollutants — reduced sig-
nificantly Thursday onwards due
to cloud cover: “Mixing depth in-
creases in sunlightand there is dis-
persion of pollutants... Wind
speed is around 1kmph (as of 6
pm),whichis very low to help dis-
perse pollutants.”

As of 2 pm Friday, 8 out of 36
monitoring stations in Delhi were
inthe ‘severe’ category (AQl above
400) including Anand Vihar,
Mundka, Wazirpur and Alipur,

while others were in ‘very poor’
range, except Lodhi Road which
was ‘poor’. By 5 pm, the number
of ‘severe’ stations was four.

In some parts, concentration
of particulate matter pollutants
reached nearly seven times their
acceptable limit, data from DPCC
shows. Concentration of PM 10
peaked at 719 pg/m3 at East
Delhi’s Anand Vihar at 9 am and
at 915 pg/m3 in North Delhi’s
Alipur, against the 24-hour accept-
able limit of 100 pg/m3. PM 2.5
levels in West Delhi’s Mundka
peaked at 523 pg/m3 and at 350
pg/m3 in India Gate at 10 am,
against the 24-hour acceptable
limit of 60 pg/m3.

Environment minister Gopal
Rai said DPCC s closely monitor-
ing 13 air pollution hotspots. He
added thata campaign to encour-
age people to turn off their vehi-
cles at traffic signals to reduce ve-
hicular pollution would begin at
all 70 assembly constituencies
from October 26.

now has 150 members, where
they shared their allegations
against Chatterjee, how he
called himself “Vishnu” and
“Karma”, and targetted foreign
nationals coming to India.

The accused was running
several groups on Facebook
such as Varkala digital back-
packers, Crafts without
Borders and Sristi Shala. He
also has a YouTube channel
wherein he posts videos pro-
moting his projects with lo-
cal communities and or-
phans.

Asenior Delhi Police officer
said, “The accused has refuted
rapeallegations. He said heisa
graduate from Kolkata and
runsan NGO. Ithas come upin
the probe that heis involved in
several such incidents. We are
looking into the rape case for

”

now.

spike in the number of daily
cases. The high-level expert
committee formed by the
Home Ministry to assess the
Covid-19situation in Delhi and
suggest ways to control it, in its
recent report to the Delhi gov-
ernment, had said the city may
see 15,000 cases per day with
the change in weather and up-
coming festivals.

Health Minister Satyendar
Jain had also requested people
to follow social distancing rules
and wear masks to ensure
there is no spike. “The situation
in Delhi has improved over the
last one month. I still request
people to follow social distanc-
ing and wear masks and not
take the disease lightly, espe-
cially during the festive sea-
son,” he said.

At the moment, there are
15,739 beds earmarked for
Covid patients in the hospitals,
of which 10,557 are vacant. Of
the 26,001 active cases in the
city, 15,483 are under home
isolation.

HC directs
2,700 prisoners
to surrender

New Delhi: The Delhi High
Court has directed nearly
2,700 prisoners to surrender
asithasdecided nottoextend
the interim bail granted to
them as part of earlier efforts
to decongest the jails to pre-
vent the spread of Covid-19.

Abench of Chief Justice D
N Patel, Justice Siddharth
Mridul and Justice Talwant
Singh said there shall be no
further extension of interim
bails granted by district courts
to 2,318 undertrials involved
in heinous crimes. However,
their surrender will take place
ina phased manner to “avoid
any inconvenience to jail au-
thorities..”.

The surrenders will take
place between November 2
and November 13, as per the
order.

Similarly, the court said
the 356 prisoners granted in-
terim bail by the HC shall sur-
render on November 13.ENS

NOTICE

VOLTAS

A TATA Enterprise

The customers of Voltas Air
Conditioners, Air Coolers,
Commercial Refrigeration
Products & Air Purifiers
(Unitary Product Business
Group) are hereby notified
that we have surrendered and
discontinued our old Toll free
customer care/ helpline
numbers 18002664555 and
18004254555. Customers are
requested to call us on new
customer care / helpline
numbers 9650694555 and
1860 5994555 for any product
and service related query or
complaint. The official website
of the Company has been
updated with the current
number/s. The Company will
not have any responsibility or
liability for any query or
complaint made on any
other number.

Registered Office:

VOLTAS LIMITED

Voltas House ‘A,

Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar
Road, Chinchpokli,
Mumbai 400 033.

Website : www.voltas.com
CIN : L29308MH1954PLC009371

Durga Puja - 2020 : Guidelines for Idol Immersion

THIS YEAR IMMERSE IDOL
OF MAA DURGA ONLY AT HOME

In view of the COVID-19 pandemic, immersion of Maa Durga’s Idol in Yamuna River,
water bodies or any artificial ponds is strictly prohibited

Delhi Pollution Control Committee’s directions on idol immersion for Durga Puja 2020
are available at www.dpcc.delhigovt.nic.in

Immerse Maa Durga’s idols

at home

Idols should be made of traditional
clay and painted with natural colours

o

L s

Do not immerse idol in River Yamuna,
water bodies or artificial ponds etc.

DIP/SHABDARTH/D/0058/20-21

Do not throw worship material like
flowers in River Yamuna, water bodies

or artificial ponds etc.

DON’'Ts

* Use only eco-friendly pooja samagri/ natural flowers etc. in prayers
e Use only natural colours for painting idols

e Do not use idols made of Plaster of Paris (PoP) / baked clay and toxic / chemical

colours

e Do not use thermocol or plastic in decorations.

Note: Violations of directions issued under Environment (Protection) Act, 1986 are punishable under section 15 of the said
act, which include imprisonment upto 5 years and/or with fine which may be extended upto to % 1 Lakh or with both

o @B IR

very happy Durga Puja !
hy, Stay Safe”

-Arvind Kejriwal

Department of Environment, Government of N.C.T. of Delhi

Chief Minister of Delhi

New Delhi
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Take decision
on banning
firecrackers:
HCtogovt

New Delhi: The Delhi High
Court on Friday directed
the Delhi government and
the Central Pollution
Control Board (CPCB) to
treat a petition seeking
fresh orders at the earliest
regarding putting a strict
ban on bursting of fire-
crackers and effigies, as a
representation and take a
decision in accordance
with the law and the di-
rections passed by the
Supreme Court.

Affluent
colonies seek

regularisation

New Delhi: The Delhi High
Court Friday issued a no-
tice ina petition challeng-
ing the decision to exclude
colonies such as Sainik
Farms and Sainik Farms
Western Avenue from reg-
ularisation under the
National Capital Territory
of Delhi (Recognition of
Property Rights of
Residents in Unauthorised
Colonies) Act, 2019 and
the regulations framed
under the law. The peti-
tion filed by the residents
contends that they have
been arbitrarily and ille-
gally denied the benefits
by identifying them as
Affluent Unauthorised
Colonies.

Student

jumps from
Oth floor, dies

Noida: A college student
committed suicide al-
legedly after anargument
with her parents. Police
said the victim jumped
from the 9th floor of ares-
idential society in Greater
Noida. ENS

CMLAYS FOUNDATION STONE

1,900 more beds at Lok Nayak
by 2023, to be biggestin city

ASTHASAXENA
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 23

WITH PLANS afoot for anew block
having 1,500 beds and state-of-
the-art indoor facilities for pa-
tients, the Delhi government-run
Lok Nayak hospital will soon be
Delhi’s biggest medical facility and
one of the largest in the country.

On Friday, Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal laid the founda-
tion stone for construction of the
25-storey block. “With the new
state-of-the-art block having 25
floors, fully air-conditioned with
modular OTs and other facilities,
the bed strength of the hospital
will grow to 3,500. An additional
block coming up will have 300
more beds. So, with a total of
3,800 beds, the hospital will be
one of the biggest facilities in the
country,” he said.

Located in Central Delhi, Lok
Nayak, now a Covid-only facility,

CM Arvind Kejriwal with Health minister Satyendar Jain (L)
and MLA Shoaib Igbal at the foundation stone laying
ceremony at Lok Nayak hospital on Friday. Prem Nath Pandey

has 2,000 beds. The new block
will be completed by April 2023.
Now, AIIMS, with a capacity of
around 2,500 beds, is the largest
medical facility in a government
setup.

Calling it a “world-class facil-
ity”, Kejriwal said the new 1,500-
bed block will be built at a cost

of Rs 450 crore, with a per bed
cost of Rs 30 lakh. “This is lesser
than similar projects done by the
Centre or any state government,
where the average cost turns out
tobeRs 1.25 crore toRs 1.5 crore
per bed. We will save money and
use it for the public,” he said.
The new block will have a

Cop kidnapped by bus staff,
beaten, dumped at Firozabad

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 23

ACONSTABLE was allegedly kid-
napped and beaten up by the
driver of a private bus and its
staffers after he stopped them
near Kashmere Gate Wednesday
night. Police have detained the
bus owner and his son in con-
nection with the case.
Constable Sachin, posted at
Kashmere Gate police station,
was on patrol duty when he spot-
ted a bus and heard a woman
screaming frominside around 11
pm. DCP (North) Anto Alphonse
said: “He rushed to the bus and
asked the driver to stop. Two staff
members stepped out and began
arguing with him. Sachin told us
he suspected something and

boarded the bus to check, but the
attendants and driver held him.”

Police said the attendants
beat up Sachin, drove with him
to UP’s Firozabad and dumped
him there. They took away his
phones, e-beat book, service pis-
tol and wallet, said police.
Passengers in the bus reportedly
objected but the driver and
staffers threatened them.

A case has been filed under
IPC sections 186 (obstructing
public servantin discharge of his
duty), 353 (assault to deter pub-
lic servant), 365 (kidnapping),
392 (robbery) and 397 (robbery
with the attempt to cause death
or grievous hurt) onacomplaint
by a sub-inspector from
Kashmere Gate police station,
who said he received a call from
Sachin around 4 am Thursday.

“They got him down near
Mathura, tore his uniform and
dragged him by his feet... and
threw him from the bus in
Makhanpur, Firozabad,” said the
complainant. Sachin was brought
toDelhiand admitted toa hospital.

During investigation, police
found the bus was operated by a
man called Rajeev Chaurasiaand
his son Ankit. The bus was traced
toMadhya Pradesh’s Bhind. A raid
was conducted at Chaurasia’s
house inBhind and he and his son
were detained. Police have recov-
ered the service pistol and e-beat
book from their house.

A senior officer said, “Ankit
was in the bus. He was speaking
to his father over the phone on
where to take the vehicle.”
Investigation is on to look for
Ankit’s associates, police said.

medical section, maternity ward,
advanced paediatric depart-
ment, advanced lab facility and
an advanced molecular lab.
“Today marks the beginning of a
healthcare revolutionin the city...
With 25 floors and best health-
care available under one roof, this
will be an inspiration to all,” said
Health Minister Satyendar Jain.

Expanding on the facilities,
Lok Nayak medical director Dr
Suresh Kumar said, “There will
be two ICUs each for neonatal,
paediatric, emergency and gy-
necology. We will be setting up
aresearch labin the building and
a separate radiological and in-
vestigation lab. It will also have
a hi-tech advanced teaching
room with audio-video facility
for our MD and MS students.
One floor of the building will
house offices and rest will have
indoor wards.”

Established in 1936, the hos-
pital started off with 350 beds.

Subsidies for e-vehicles
to be disbursed in 3 days

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 23

SUBSIDIES AND incentives for
buying electric vehicles in the
city will be disbursed to appli-
cants within three days. The en-
tire process will be online and
vehicle dealers will help buyers
with the paperwork and appli-
cation process, Delhi transport
minister Kailash Gahlot has said.
Under the Electric Vehicle pol-
icy, the Delhi government will give
anincentive of up toRs 30,000 for
two-wheelers, autos, e-rickshaws
and goods carriers, while a sub-
sidy of up toRs 1.5 lakh will be pro-
vided for purchase of electric cars.
Vehicles priced up to Rs 15
lakh will be eligible for both the
purchase incentive and exemp-
tion in road tax and registration
fee; vehicles priced above Rs 15
lakh will not get the incentives.
The government has ap-
proved over 100 Electric Vehicle
models which will be eligible for
subsidy, and 36 manufactures
have registered with it. The gov-

The process

Customer buys the EV and
gives all details necessary
(sales invoice, Aadhaar, a
copy of cancelled cheque)to
the EV dealer to get the in-
centive. EV dealers will login
to ev.delhi.gov.in and file
claims. The entire approval
and disbursement process
is online, paperless and will
be completed within 3 days.

ernment has also registered 98
dealers so far. The approved mod-
els include 12 four-wheelers, 14
two-wheelers, and 45 makes of
e-rickshaws, among others.
Gahlot has launched the web-
site ev.delhi.gov.in, which has de-
tails of the approved models,
dealers, subsidy disbursal process
as well as the network of 70
charging stations across the city.
The Delhi government passed
the EV Policy in August and has
since waived road tax and regis-
tration fee for these vehicles. It is

part of the state’s long-term ac-
tion plan to reduce air pollution.

“We have ensured that the
buyer is well-informed about
the progress and status of her/his
claim application — they would
be getting information through
regular SMS updates. The trans-
port department too will have a
dashboard to track how many
applications have been received
and how many are pending for
approval. Real time tracking shall
be facilitated,” Gahlot.

Jasmine Shabh, vice chairper-
sonof Dialogue and Development
Commission, said Delhi has the
lowest EV high tension charging
rates. "EV tariff charges are Rs 4.5
per unit for low tension and Rs 5
perunit for high tension charging
(plus charges depending on the
facility)... we have the best charg-
ing facilities,” he said.

The subsidy will be applica-
ble from August 7, 2020. Road
tax and registration fee exemp-
tions will be applicable from
October 10 and 15, when the re-
spective notifications were is-
sued, Gahlot said.

5 Hindu Rao doctors begin hunger strike
for salaries; MCD, govt blame each other

ANANYATIWARI
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 23

DEMANDING THEIR pending
salaries and a fixed payment
date every montbh, five doctors of
the North-MCD run Hindu Rao
Hospital began a hunger strike
at the premises Friday.

Dr Siddhartth Taara (32), a
Diplomate of National Board
(DNB)student and one among the
five, said, “We want two things —
our salaries be paid, and since the
irregular payment of salaries has
always been a problem, a date be
fixed when salaries will be cred-
ited every month. We don't care
about the politics behind this.”
Others on the hunger strike in-
clude DrManish Choudhary (25),

Doctors at Hindu Rao hospital protesting on Friday. Amit Mehra

Dr Nilachakra Sahu (29), Dr Tejas
Chaudhari (26),all DNB students,
and resident doctor Mayur (24).
On Thursday, resident doc-
tors of Hindu Rao and Kasturba
Gandhi hospitals held a protest

at Jantar Mantar over non-pay-
ment of salaries for over three
months. Hindu Rao RDA presi-
dent Abhimanyu Sardana said,
“We want written assurance of
a date when we will be paid.”

Meanwhile, Delhi BJP chief
Adesh Gupta and North MCD
Mayor Jai Prakash at a press con-
ference alleged the Delhi govern-
ment hasn’t been releasing funds.
“The Delhi government had as-
sured support when Hindu Rao
became a Covid hospital. They
owe M(Ds funds wortharound Rs
13,000 crore. They owe North
MCD Rs 2,090.52 crore and have
given only Rs 612.02 crore,”
claimed Gupta.

Prakash added, “We will take
tothe streets tofight for thisissue.”

Reacting to the claims, senior
AAP leader and MCD in-charge
Durgesh Pathak said: “The BJP is
running away from their respon-
sibility. If BJP cannot run the MCD,
itshould resignimmediately. AAP
will run it on the same budget.”
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Noida and Greater Noida are the
next economic growth centres

The upcoming Jewar International Airport and Film City will
certainly have a major economic multiplier effect on the local economy,
especially with regard to luxury real estate, commercial
real estate and residential real estate markets

Rome” was the key indicator of

I F the claim that “all roads lead to

Rome's economic greatness in ancient
times, a modern city's equivalent claim
would have to be “all airlines land here.”
Just as in the past shipping, railway and
then highway systems have played vital
roles in determining a city's economic
power, air transportation systems do so
in the future for cities, regions and coun-
tries. To become an international hub, a
city must first have an international air-
port, the right geographic location and a
highly developed infrastructure to han-
dle passengers and freight. The cities of
Noida and Greater Noida fit this descrip-
tion very well, as the upcoming Jewar In-
ternational Airport on Yamuna Express-
way give both the cities every possibility
to become well-known economic nerve
centres in the future.

The upcoming Jewar International Air-
port on the Yamuna Expressway has
paved way for the requirement of infra-
structure facilities like housing com-
plexes, shopping centres, residential and
business centres, hospitals and hotels.
This demand is soon going to witness a
huge surge in near future as the date of
opening of the Airport approaches near.
The phase 1 of the airport is slated to be
completed by 2024.

Itis often seen that development of an
airport in an area often leads to the de-
velopment of that particular area or re-
gion. This certainly rings true with the UP
Government's recent initiative for the
Noida region. The Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment has recently announced the con-
struction of a 1,000-acre film city in
Noida, along the Yamuna Expressway.

MANY DEVELOPERS
HAVE ALREADY
ACQUIRED LAND NEAR
THE UPCOMING
AIRPORT, AND THE
ANNOUNCEMENT OF
THEFILM CITY IS
FURTHER GOINGTO
BOOST THE DEMAND
FOR LAND IN THE
REGION

With this, the city moves ahead to be de-
veloped as the biggest entertainment
hub in North India. Once completed, “the
project is expected to not only revive the
city's fortune but also facilitate real es-
tate growth in terms of price and demand
appreciation.”

A lot of developers have already ac-
quired land near the upcoming airport,
and the announcement of the Film City is
further going to boost the demand for
land in the region. As opined by industry
experts, “the city will emerge as one of
the most robust markets for luxury real
estate in the coming years as people from
the entertainment industry would want
to look for projects that can meet their
standards and requirements. The demand
for commercial real estate will also rise
as several production houses will look
forward to opening their satellite offices
in the city.”

There's no doubt then the cities of
Noida and Greater Noida will be the next
economic nerve centres of North India.
Blessed with good connectivity and its
proximity to the twin cities, the Yamuna
Expressway is now truly open for great
investment opportunities for real estate
developers and other stakeholders, given
the recent developments.
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Building a city with world-class infrastructure

How do you see the upcoming film city and the
Jewar International Airport changing the face of
Yamuna Expressway? What kind of changes the
buyers and investors should expect in this re-
gion?

The upcoming Film City and International Airport at Je-
war would be huge drivers of growth not just for areas
around Yamuna Expressway, but their positive impact
would be felt strongly in the entire Noida, GNIDA &
YEIDA region. Since the announcement and finalization
of the Zurich International AG as Master Developer for Je-
war Airport.the region is witnessing an increase in de-
mand in all sectors, especially in sectors like industry,
real estate, commercial and hospitality. With the airport,
projects like MRO/ Cargo complex and aerotropolis are
also likely to come up. Similarly, the film city is likely to at-
tract production houses and editing studios in the re-
gion. Various industrial parks like MSME Park, Apparel
Park, Handicraft Park and Toy Park are also proposed in
the region. These parks alone are expected to bring in-
vestment worth Rs 40,000 crores and employment of
around 2.5-3.0 Lakh.

You have set the target to complete the film
city project in three years, but the experience
says acquisition of land is the biggest hurdle.
How you will ensure the smooth execution of
this project with regards to the land acquisi-
tion process?

There is not much requirement of additional land ac-
quisition for Film City, as more than 500 acres land is al-
ready purchased by YEIDA, and is in process of acquiring
additional balance land, which the farmers are selling
to the Authority readily as the market price of the land in
the region is less than the rates fixed by the Authority.

Developers are facing unreasonable interest
rates from the authorities (Noida and Greater
Noida) that make it somehow unviable for
them.The SChas also passed the judgement in
this regard giving relief to developers. Have
you implemented this order? Do you have any
plans to pass the penal interest benefit to
homebuyers as well?

It may not be correct to state that developers are cur-
rently facing unreasonable interest rates from Authorities
(Noida/Greater Noida). Based on discussions with
Noida, GNIDA & YEIDA, decision has been taken by the

Mahesh Gupta, Chairman Kent RO

Reaping rich dividends

phase where the development is lead by

the apt infrastructural support. Be it the
widening of NH 24 or Jewar Airport or the an-
nouncement of Film City; these developments
are ensuring that Noida keeps on scoring high
on the novelty factor.

After Jewar Airport, the announcement of the
Film City was the most significant one that will
help real estate reap rich dividends not only for
the Yamuna Expressway but for the projects
falling within 30-35 km periphery. Commercial
and high-end residential segment will benefit
the most. Recently, Noida has started attracting
HNIs, and with this development, the flow of su-
per-rich people will increase.

The demand of plotted developments, espe-
cially after COVID-19, is increasing due to the in-
herent nature of these developments to help the
owners follow the new norms of living that
kicked-in recently. If developed by reputed de-
velopers, these colonies offer the best of ameni-
ties apart from the usual flexibility that such
abodes offer. The potential of good returnsin ar-
eas that are witnessing infrastructural develop-
ments is also making the buyers lap up the op-
portunities. We have Gaur Yamuna City, an
integrated township spread over 250 acres, on
the Yamuna Expressway that offers plots, apart-
ments, retail shops, studio apartments, themed
villas, and a lot more. We have four plotted de-
velopment projects here out of which two—2nd
Park View and 32nd Parkview -- have been com-
pleted, and two —KrishnVillas and Victorian Villas
6th Parkview -- are getting tremendous re-
sponse. The scope of plotted developments here
is enormous as the area has a well-planned high-
way with flyovers and a proposed metro that will

N OIDA real estate is going through a new

Speaking on the recent developments
in Noida and Greater Noida regions,
Alok Tandon, 1IDC, Government
of UP, Chairman, NOIDA;
Chairman, YEIDA; Chairman,
Greater Noida; and Chairman,
PICUP Lucknow, says, “The
upcoming Film City and
International Airport at Jewar
would be huge economic growth
drivers not just for areas around
Yamuna Expressway, but their
positive impact would also be felt
strongly in the entire Noida, GNIDA
& YEIDA region. The region is
currently witnessing a surge in
demand for sectors such as real
estate, commercial and hospitality.
Similarly, the Film City is likely to
attract production houses and
editing studios in the region.”

State Government to reduce the rate of interest in sync
with prevailing standard MCLR Rates+1% (administra-
tive expenditure) rounded off to the nearest 0.5%. If it is
compared with average lending rates by the

NOIDA/GNOIDA region and has positively impacted
1,00,000+ houses/flats. The primary intention of this

policy was to give benefit to the home buyers.

As an authority, how are you addressing sev-
eral bottlenecks faced by real estate developers
today, ranging from the issues of reduction of
interest on project loans, waivers of interest on
land cost dues if civic amenities are delayed, fi-
nancial dues de-linked from occupancy certifi-
cate issuance, the postponement of financial
dues on housing projects, a waiver in stamp
duty for one year, and to the reduction of pre-
vailing impractical circle rates (property cost
at which flats or plots are sold) to boost sales,
among many others.

I would firstly like to point out that one of the main rea-
sons why the real estate sector has seen bottlenecks in
this region was that many builders, in the past, had
taken up projects beyond their overall financial capacity
and hence couldn't deliver the projects on time. How-
ever, the Authorities have given multiple incentives to
address the lagging real estate sector in the region. Sev-
eral initiatives have been taken such as interest rates
have been reduced, builders have been allowed to pay
land dues in easy installments, penal interest has been
waived off till possession in Yamuna authority, OC is
granted on the basis of land payments already made
and accordingly proportionate partial completions are
being issued. Circle rates have not been revised in the last
3-4yearsin the District.

How far has the NBCC been successful in its
work to revive the Real Estate sector in Noida
and Greater Noida?

Regarding insolvency case of Jaypee Infratech, the
case is in final stage of hearing at Hon'ble Supreme
Court and we expect a verdict/ direction very soon for
speedy completion of delayed Housing Projects. NCLT
has already approved the Resolution Plan submitted by
Consortium Participants and NBCC.There is no doubt
that the involvement of NBCC in the stalled projects has
brought a new positivity into the entire regional real es-
tate sector.

What are the various projects in Noida and
Greater Noida which is currently under NBCC?
By when can buyers associated with these
stalled projects expect the possession of their
properties?

There are 19 projects (Amrapali) with NBCC. All of
these projects are in various stages of completion. NBCC
has stated that they would require from 9 to 36 months
to finish construction. Work on some projects has al-
ready started, and by the end of October 2020, work is ex-
pected to start in all 19 projects. In total 43,518 flats are
to be handed over to buyers. NBCC has started handing
over keys to buyers since July 2020 and till the end of
September, has handed over 463 flats.

Finally, how is the work progressing on the
Jewar International Airport?

The Concession Agreement of International Airport, Je-
war has been signed on 7th of October 2020. All NOCs
and Clearances have already been obtained, and pro-
jectis set to take off. It will take 3 years to get the airport
operational.

Banks, it would be rare to find any bank (pri-
vate/govt.) to offer such low rate of interest to de-
velopers. The rate of interest charged by Banks is al-
ways higher than MCLR, generally it's close to
MCLR +2%/+3%. In reference to the orders of the
Hon'ble Supreme Court, the Authorities are study-
ing the order and appropriate steps are being
taken for theirimplementation.

What is the progress on the zero-period
policy as announced by the state govern-
ment in February 2020? What are its direct
benefits to developers?

Applications for Zero period and Time extension
have already been decided by Authorities. Nearly 35
large builders have taken advantage of the policy in

1 WOULD like to congratulate the Noida Au-
thority for the recent signing of the conces-
sion agreement with the Swiss firm for the
upcoming Jewar International Airport. I'm
sure this new world class airport and the up-
coming film city will bring in a greater eco-
nomic prosperity in the Noida and Greater
Noida region, as well as provide a great im-
petus to the other industries in the region. In
times to come, I'm sure the Noida and
Greater Noida region will attract new invest-
ments, especially around the Yamuna Ex-
pressway. We believe that this massive-scale
development will surely boost employment
generation, infrastructure development in the
region and also encourage entrepreneurs to
source locally to help India become interna-
tional manufacturing hub and contribute to
the Atamnirbhar India vision.

ADVERTORIAL

Manoj Gaur, Managing Director Gaurs
Group, Chairman, Affordable Housing
Committee, CREDAI (National), Chairman
PHDCCI - UP Chapter

further enhance the connectivity.

Improvement in connectivity has always lead
to real estate development of a region, and the
same is happening to Noida real estate. A few
years back, Yamuna Expressway was the only
news for the areas falling in the vicinity, and now
the airport will change the whole scenario once
again. All the infrastructural development tak-
ing place in and around Noida is going to help
every segment of real estate, including commer-
cial projects like malls, shopping centres, restau-
rants, office spaces etc. In the last couple of
years, several group housing societies have been
delivered in Greater Noida including those in
Gaur City as well as in neighbouring Crossing
Republik.We feel the region needs world-class re-
tail and commercial projects like Gaur City Mall
and GaurWorld Street. The scope of commercial
developments, too, is tremendous in Noida.
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Amid power tussle in DU, Education
Ministry considers removing V-C

RITIKACHOPRA &
ARANYA SHANKAR
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 23

DU Vice-Chancellor Yogesh
Tyagi's positionin the institution
has become untenable after the
ugly power tussle between him
and the Pro-Vice-Chancellor
played out publicly this week. The
Ministry of Education, The Indian
Express has learnt, is keen on the
V-C's ouster and is considering
several options — from a forced
leave to seeking his resignation
(informally) and, in the worst-
case scenario, even invoking the
General Clauses Act to fire him.
The General Clauses Act,
1987, can be invoked to remove a
central university V-Cif the var-
sity Act does not have a provision
for removing the institution’s
head. Section 16 empowers the
appointing authority — under
any central Act or regulation —
to “suspend or dismiss any per-
sonappointed”. The government
had fired former Visva-Bharati
V-CSushanta Dattaguptain 2016
under this provision. Tyagi could
not be reached for comment.
The ministry, sources said,

DU V-C
Yogesh
Tyagi has
been on
leave since

July

has made attempts in the past to
build a case for Tyagi’s removal.
Among the occasions when
this was informally discussed
was when he did not heed re-
peated reminders for filling up
faculty posts lying vacant for
years, and his handling of last
year's teachers’ protest over reap-
pointment of ad hoc teachers.
The government had intervened
to resolve the crisis. “All the V-C
had to do was to clarify that the
clarified ad hoc faculty can con-
tinue teaching till permanent ap-
pointments are made. But it was-
n’t done till the ministry forced
him to,” said a ministry source.
“His term is marked by inac-
tion. It’s challenging to find irreg-
ularities when you've hardly
done any work in the office,” said
aformer ministry officer on con-
dition of anonymity. The high
drama this week has given the

government a firm ground for
his dismissal. “Given his health
condition, we had been ignoring
a lot of things, but what hap-
pened this week was embarrass-
ing,” the ministry source added.

Tyagi Wednesday had gone
head to head with Pro V-CPCJoshi
over appointing a new Registrar.
On Thursday, the government is-
sued a strongly-worded order
snubbing Tyagi, declaring his con-
tentious appointments to the
Registrar’s post as invalid.

Not backing down, PCJha, ap-
pointed registrar by Tyagi, wrote
to the Ministry. Citing the
Ministry’s letter Thursday, he said,
“The letter has been addressed to
Shri Vikas Gupta as Registrar,
University of Delhi... Itis informed
that Professor P C Jha, in addition
to his responsibilities as Director
South Campus, is acting as
Registrar, University of Delhiasan
interim arrangement.”

He also said Dr Geeta Bhatt
was appointed Pro V-Cin place of
Prof P C Joshi and that Tyagi had
taken the decisions in “due com-
pliance with the Act, Statutes and
Ordinances of Delhi University”.

Tyagi has been on leave since
he was admitted to AIIMS on July

2 under “emergency medical
condition”. The government had
given Joshi charge of V-Con July
17 until Tyagi resumed office.

There has been complete
communication breakdown be-
tween the V-C and government
since the drama erupted this
week, said sources. Tyagi’s term
ends in five months. “A search
committee is formed to suggest
names for the next DU V-C, and
the Executive Council gets to pick
atleast some of the members...It
becomes importantwhoisin the
EC,” said an Academic Council
member. The Registrar is the EC
secretary.

Teachers across political
groups, despite their allegiance,
agree that “inaction” is what
characterises Tyagi's tenure.

A K Bhagi, from RSS-backed
National Democratic Teachers’
Front said, “Not just promotions
and appointments but there has
been no academic growth either.
Administrative posts were either
left vacant or the same person was
appointed on multiple posts.”

“He may be on official leave
but for all practical purposes, he
has been onleave since the begin-
ning,” said ECmember RajeshJha.

OFFICE OF THE RECOVERY OFFICER-II
DEBTS RECOVERY TRIBUNAL-Il, DELHI

4" Floor, Jeevan Tara Buiding, Parliament Street, New Delhi-110 001.

R. C. No. 200/2015

Shri Zakir AliRana
CD# 2:- Sh. Saddam Rana, Director,

interestin the property sold.

following further conditions:-
7.

-

extended for 5 minutes.

© ©

SALE PROCLAMATION

EDELWEISS ASSET RECONSTRUCTION CO. LTD.

PROCLAMATION OF SALE UNDER RULE 52(2) OF SECOND SCHEDULE TO THE INCOME TAX ACT.
1961 READ WITH THE RECOVERY OF DEBTS DUE TO BANK AND FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS ACT. 1993
CD# 1:- M/s Rana Heavy Engineering Ltd. Having registered office and work at:- 7th Kms, Meerut Road, Muzaffar Nagar-2510032, U.P. Through its Director ,

CD#4:- Shri Zakir AliRana, S/o Late Smt. Amna Begum, Director,
CD# 6 Smt. Amna Begum,Since deceased, who stood as personal Guarantee for loan facility provided to M/s Rana Heavy Engineering Ltd. And Represented by
following legal heirs- (i) Shri Haji Kamrujjam Rana, S/o Late Smt. Amna Begum, (ii) Shri Qadir Rana, S/o Late Smt. Amna Begum

(iii) Smt. Noorshahar Rana, S/o Late Smt. Amna Begum, (iv) ShriNoorsaleem Rana, S/o Late Smt. Amna Begum,

(v) Smt. Noorkamar Rana, D/o Late Smt. Amna Begum

AllR/o House No. 786/3, New Rana House, Meerut Road, Muzaffar Nagar-251003, U.P.

Whereas as Per Recovery Certificate No.200/2015 Dated 01.05.2015 Drawn by the Hon'ble Presiding Officer, Debts Recovery Tribunal-II, Delhi mentioning

asum of Rs.40,42,72,317/- (Rs. Forty Crore Forty Two Lacs Seventy Two Thousand Three Hundred And Seventeen Only), CDs are to pay the Amount of

Rs.40,41,22,317/- (Rs. Forty Crore Forty One Lacs Twenty Two Thousand Three Hundred And Seventeen Only) with simple interest @ 17.75% per

annum from 03.09.2013 onwards until recovery with cost of Rs.1,50,000/- from the Certificate Debtors (CDs)# 1 to 6 jointly and/or severally. The liability of LRs of

CD#6 shall be restricted to the extent of the property inherited by them from CD#6.

2. Andwhereas the undersigned has ordered the sale of property mentioned in the Schedule below in satisfaction of the said Recovery Certificate.

3. Notice is hereby given that in absence of any order of postponement, the said property shall be sold by e-auction and bidding shall take place through
"Online Electronic Bidding" through the website https://drt.auctiontiger.net on 27.11.2020 between 03.00 p.m. to 04.00 p.m. with extensions of 5
minutes duration after 12.00 noon, if required.

4. The sale shall be of the property of the CD(s) above-named as mentioned in the schedule below and the liabilities and claims attaching to the said property’,
so faras they have been ascertained, are those specified in the schedule against each lot.

5. The property shall be put up for the sale as specified in the schedule. If the amount to be realized by sale is satisfied by the sale of a portion of the property,
the sale shall be immediately stopped with respect to the remainder. The sale will also be stopped if, before auction is knocked down, the arrears mentioned
in the said certificate, interest costs (including cost of the sale) are tendered to the officer conducting the sale or proof is given to his satisfaction that the
amount of such certificate, interest and costs have been paid to the undersigned.

6. No officer or other person, having any duty to perform in connection with sale, however, either directly or indirectly bid for, acquire or attempt to acquire any

VIS

CD# 3:-Smt. Shahin Rana, Director

CD#5 Sh. Shnawaz Rana,

7. The sale shall be subject to the conditions prescribed in the Second Schedule to the Income Tax Act, 1961 and the rules made thereunder and to the

The particulars specified in the annexed schedule have been stated to the best of the information of the under signed, but the undersigned shall not be
answerable for any error, mis-statement or omission in this proclamation.
7.2 The Reserve Price of the properties mentioned at Serial Nos. (i) to (xix) in the above list is Rs. 9.00 crores (Rupees Nine Crores Only) Earnest
Money Deposit (EMD): Rs.90,00,000/- (Rupees Ninety Lacs Only)
The Reserve Price of the properties mentioned at Serial Nos. (xx) in the above list is Rs. 1.58 Crores (Rupees One Crores and Fifty Eight Lacs
Only) Earnest Money Deposit (EMD): Rs.15,80,000/- (Rupees Fifteen Lacs and Eighty Thousand Only)
The Reserve Price of the properties mentioned at Serial Nos. (xxi) in the above list is Rs. 26,00,000/- (Rupees Twenty Six Lacs Only) Earnest
Money Deposit (EMD): Rs.2,60,000/- (Rupees Two Lacs Sixty Thousand Only)
The Reserve Price of the properties mentioned at Serial Nos. (xxii) in the above list is Rs. 50,00,000/- (Rupees Fifty Lacs Only) Earnest Money
Deposit (EMD): Rs.5,00,000/- (Rupees Five Lacs Only)
7.3 The interested bidders, who have submitted their bids not below the reserve price, alongwith documents including PAN Card, identity proof, address proof,
etc., latest by 25.11.2020 before 4.00 PM in the Office of the Recovery Officer-1l, DRT-II, Delhi, shall be eligible to participate in the e-auction to be held from
03.00 PM TO 04.00 PM on 27.11.2020. In case bid is placed in the last 5 minutes of the closing time of the auction, the closing time will automatically get

7.4 The bidder(s) shallimprove their offer in multiples of Rs. 1,00,000/- (Rupees One Lac Only).
7.5 The unsuccessful bidder shall take the EMD directly from the Office of Recovery Officer-Il, DRT-II, Delhi/CH, i.e., Edelweiss Assets Reconstruction
Company, immediately on closure of the e-auction sale proceedings.
7.6 The Successful / highest bidder shall have to prepare Demand Draft/Pay Order for 25% of the bid/sale amount favoring Recovery Officer-Il, DRT-II, Delhi,
A/cR.C. No.200/2015 by next bank working day before 04.00 PM with this Tribunal.
7.7 The successful/highest bidder shall deposit, through Demand Draft / Pay Order favoring Recovery Officer-Il, DRT-II, Delhi, A/c R.C. No. 200/2015, the
balance 75% of the sale proceeds before the Recovery Officer-Il, DRT-II, Delhi on or before 15th day from the date of auction of the property, exclusive of
such day, or if the 15th day be Sunday or other holiday, then on the first office day after the 15th day alongwith the poundage fee @ 2% upto Rs.1,000 and @
1% on the excess of such gross amount over Rs. 1000/- in favour of Registrar, DRT-II, Delhi. (In case of deposit of balance amount of 75% through post the
same should reach the Recovery Officer as above).
7.8 In case of default of payment within the prescribed period, the property shall be re-sold, after the issue of fresh proclamation of sale. The deposit, after
defraying the expenses of the sale, may;, if the undersigned thinks fit, be forfeited to the Government and the defaulting purchaser shall forfeit all claims to the
property or to any part of the sum for which it may subsequently be sold.
The property is being sold on "AS IS WHERE IS BASIS" and "AS IS WHAT IS BASIS".
The undersigned reserves the right to accept or reject any or all bids if found unreasonable or postpone the auction at any time without assigning any reason.

SCHEDULE OF PROPERTY

M/S RANA HEAVY ENGINEERING LTD .

Lot
No.

Description of the property to be sold

Revenue
assessed
upon the
property or
any part
thereof

Details of any
other
encumbrance
to which
the property
is liable

Claims, if any, which
have been put forward
to the property, and
any other known
particulars bearing on
its nature and value

Heavy Engineering Ltd.
XVi.

XViii.

Plot on part of Khasra Nos. 58, 65 and 69 situated in Village Nara,Distt. Muzaffar Nagar, UP vide

Sale Deed No. 7253 dated 17.06.2010. admeasuring 5085.00 sq. mtrs.

ii.  Ploton part of Khasra No. 1837 M situated in village Mauja Jaroda, Distt. Muzaffar Nagar, UP vide
Sale Deed No. 7484 dated 15.06.2010 admeasuring 111.22 sq. mtrs. standing in name of M/s
Rana Heavy Engineering Ltd.

iii. ~ Ploton part of Khasra No. 1832 situated in Village Jaroda, Distt.Muzaffar Nagar, Vide Sale Deed
No. 8598 dated 15.07.2010 admeasuring 171.65 sq. mtrs.

iv.  Ploton part of Khasra No. 72/2 situated in Village Nara, Distt. Muzaffar Nagar, UP, Vide Sale Deed
No. 2895 dated 16.07.2007 admeasuring 305.55 sq.mitrs.

v.  Plot on part of Khasra No. 58,65 and 69 situated in Village Nara,Distt. Muzaffar Nagar, UP,vide
Sale Deed No. 7249 dated 15.06.2010 admeasuring 127.00 sq.mtrs.

vi. Ploton part of Khasra No. 72/2 situated in Village Nara, Distt. Muzaffar Nagar, UP, vide Sale Deed
No. 2896 dated 15.03.2007admeasuring 127.90 sq. mtrs.

vii. Plot on part of Khasra No. 1837 M situated in Village Jaroda, Distt. Muzaffar Nagar, UP, vide Sale
Deed No. 18 dated 01.01.2008 admeasuring 329.76 sq. mtrs.

viii. Ploton part of Khasra No. 72 /2 situated in Village Nara, Distt, Muzaffar Nagar, UP, vide Sale Deed
No. 2925 dated 19.03.2007 admeasuring 175.45 sq. mtrs.

ix. Ploton part of Khasra Nos. 52 and 57 situated in Village Nara, Distt. Muzaffar Nagar, UP, vide Sale
Deed No. 15987 dated 27.12.2008 admeasuring 404.11 sq. mtrs ..

x.  Plot on part of Khasra No. 1832 situated in Village Jaroda, Distt, Muzaffar Nagar, UP, vide Sale
Deed No. 8597 dated 15.07.2010 admeasuring 81.28 sq. mtrs.

xi.  Ploton part of Khasra Nos. 58, 65 and 69 situated in Village Nara, Distt. Muzaffar Nagar, UP, vide
Sale Deed No. 7248 dated 17.06.2010 admeasuring 2542.50 sq. mtrs.

xii  Plot on part of Khasra No. 1830 situated in village Jaroda, District. Muzaffar Nagar, UP, vide Sale
Deed No. 2476 dated 8.3.2002 admeasuring 13,390.00 sq. mtrs.

xiii. Plot on part of Khasra No. 1829 situated in village Jaroda, Distt. Muzaffar Nagar, UP, vide Sale
Deed No. 7557 dated 8.8.2002 admeasuring 4350.00 sq. mtrs.

xiv. Plot on part of Khasra Nos. 58,65 and 69 situated in Village Nara, Distt. Muzaffar Nagar, UP, vide
Sale Deed No. 4980 dated 15.05.2006 admeasuring 10,170.00 sq. mtrs.

xv. Plot on part of Khasra No. 1834 situated in Village Jaroda, Distt. Muzaffar Nagar, UP, vide Sale

Deed No. 7220 dated 29.06.2006 admeasuring 7740.00 sq. mtrs. standing in name of M/s Rana

Plot on part of Khasra No. 56 situated in Village Nara, Distt. Muzaffar Nagar, UP, vide Sale Deed
No. 7518 dated 5.08.2002 admeasuring 670.00 sq. mtrs.
xvii. Plot on part of Khasra No. 72/2 situated in Village Nara, Distt. Mizaffar Nagar, UP, vide Sale Deed
No. 7533 dated 18.08.2005 admeasuring 3610.00 sq. mtrs.
Plot on Khasra No. 71, situated in Village Nara, District Muzaffar Nagar, UP, vide Sale Deed No.
10198 dated 15.12.2005 admeasuring 11,470.00 sq. mtrs.
xix Plot on par of Khasra No. 1832 situated in Village, Jaroda, Distt. Muzaffar Nagar, UP, vide Sale
Deed No. 5869 dated 07.05.2007 admeasuring 4,645.00 sq. mtrs.

Not
Known

Not
Known

Not
Known

2. [xx.

Plot on part of Khasra No. 1201/21 situated in Village Nara, Distt. Muzaffar Nagar, UP, vide Sale
Deed No. 4789 dated 16.07.1997 admeasuring 14,840.00 sq. mtrs.

3. [xxi.

Plot on part of 4. Khasra Nos. 52 and 57 situated in Village Nara, UP Distt. Muzaffar Nagar, UP, vide
Sale Deed No. 7558 dated 08.08.2002 ,admeasuring 2,480.00 sg.mtrs.

Not
Known

Not
Known

Not
Known

4. |xxii

Plot on part of Khasra Nos. 1061/5, 1117, 951 and 1061/3 situated in Village Sandhawali, Tehsil & Distt.
Muzaffar Nagar, UP, vide Sale Deed No. 6939 dated 11.07.2002 admeasuring 27,460.00 sq. mtrs

Not
Known

Not
Known

Not
Known

Given under my hand and seal on 08.10.2020

Sd/-
(Dattatrey Bajpayee)
Recovery Officer-ll
DRT-II, Delhi

GRANTS BAIL

No offence under UAPA made
out against riot accused: HC

SOFIAHSAN
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 23

THE DELHI High Court on Friday
granted bail to an accused in the
case registered by Delhi Police
for "larger conspiracy" behind
the Northeast Delhi violence,
saying the investigating agency's
ownrecord against him does not
disclose the commission of of-
fences under the Unlawful
Activities (Prevention) Act.

Accused Faizan Khan, a SIM
card provider, is the first to get
bail on merits in the matter after
stringent provisions of the anti-
terror law were added to the FIR
under investigation of Delhi
Police's Special Cell.

He is accused of providing a
SIM card on a fake ID to co-ac-
cused and Jamia Millia Islamia
student Asif Igbal Tanha and ac-
tivating it. The SIM card was al-
legedly used by Jamia
Coordination Committee, a
group which the police say or-
ganised the protests against the
enactment of Citizenship
(Amendment Act), 2019.

Observing that there is also
no allegation that he engaged in
any form of terror funding or any
such activity, Justice Suresh
Kumar Kait in the order said it is
not alleged that he was privy to
or part of organising protests
against the CAA. The case of the
investigating agency is that the
SIM card was provided on the al-
lurement of extra money, the

- i A

The accused allegedly provided a SIM card on a fake ID

court said.

However, itadded that forin-
voking the provisions of UAPA
against Khan, itis the duty of the
investigating agency to show he
had "actual knowledge" that the
SIM card would be used for or-
ganising the protests.

The court also said there was
no proof such as CCTV footage,
video or Khan's chats with any of
the groups and the only allega-
tion is that he provided a SIM on
fake ID in December 2019
against a "small amount" of Rs
200.

“It was imperative for the in-
vestigation agency to demon-
strate that the petitioner had 'ac-
tive knowledge' about the
utilisation of the said SIM card. It
is not alleged that the petitioner
was party to any such conspir-
acy to organise protests,” the

court said further.

Police filed a chargesheet in
the case last month against 15
accused for "larger conspiracy”
behind the Northeast Delhi vio-
lence. Former municipal coun-
cillor Tahir Hussain, former ]NU
student Umar Khalid, Pinjra
Tod's Devangana Kalita and
Natasha Narwal and Tanha have
also been arrested in the case,
among others.

Student activist Safoora
Zargar is the only one to have
been granted bail in the case but
on humanitarian grounds. Three
other accused have also been
granted bail in the case, prior to
the invocation of UAPA.

Additional Solicitor General
SV Raju had earlier argued be-
fore the court that Khan had
"deliberately" issued the SIM
card and was "well aware about

Court directs Tihar to ensure
Khalid allowed time outside cell

ANAND MOHANJ
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 23

A DELHI court while directing
Tihar Jail authorities to ensure
former JNU student Umar
Khalid is allowed adequate time
out of his jail cell, following alle-
gations that he was kept in soli-
tary confinement, observed
that the reply filed by authori-
ties on Khalid's prison condi-
tions was “bizarre”.

Additional Sessions Judge
Amitabh Rawat made the ob-
servations while going through
the reply filed by jail superin-
tendent Avadeshwar Kant, who
was summoned to explain
Khalid's allegations. Khalid
claimed he was not allowed
outside his jail cell and on one
occasion, he was allowed out-
side for 10 minutes.

Furthermore, the court also
extended Khalid and JNU stu-
dent Sharjeel Imam's judicial
custody till November 20. Imam
and Khalid's lawyers told the
court that the application for
extension of judicial custody
had identical portions lifted
from previous police custody
applications, carrying even
"same spelling mistakes". They
submitted that police was mov-
ing applications "without any
new grounds or application of
their mind".

In their three-page reply,
Tihar authorities stated Khalid
had been provided facility for

The court termed Tihar’s
reply on Khalid’s jail
conditions as ‘bizarre’

legal interviews, phone call
with his parents, books from
the jail library and outside,
clothes, headphones to be used
during legal interview, and daily
newspapers.

However, one reply which
caught the court's attention
read, “The cell where the in-
mate is being kept is located at
such a place from where more
than half of the ward move-
ment is visible.”

AS] Rawat told Kant, “... am
quite amazed by para number
6. Whatis the purpose of this?...
It's a very strange and bizarre
thing to say.” Kant replied,
“From inside, he (Khalid) can
also see others so that he does-
n't get bored. He can see others
walking around.”

Khalid's lawyer Trideep Pais
also told the court, “Is he a zoo
animal on display? That others
can see him and he can see oth-
ers when he is locked up? Why
this discrimination?”

“He (jail superintendent)
has literally kept the man im-
prisoned for 30 hours. What is
the period for which he was
kept inside his cell, has he clar-
ified that?”

Kant said Khalid was al-
lowed to leave his cell from sun-
rise till 12 pm and then from 3
pm till sunset.

When the court asked
Khalid if this was true, he said,
“After [ brought it to the court's
notice, things have got better. I
have been allowed outside. The
jail superintendent is right that
he came to meet me himself
(and) took me out... before that,
there were long periods where
[ was not allowed outside my
cell. It was left to the discretion
of the particular person on duty.
Iwould negotiate for hours and
I (the cell) would be open for
half-an-hour.”

The court, while agreeing
that jail authorities may have
done this keeping in mind his
safety and security, asked Kant
about the order which re-
stricted Khalid inside his jail
cell. Kant said it was an internal
order by an additional superin-
tendent to ensure Khalid's
safety.

During the hearing, Imam’s
lawyer Surabhi Dhar also sub-
mitted that jail authorities were
not responding to her requests
for legal interviews in a timely
manner, following which the
court asked her to file an appli-
cation.

Accused first to get bail on merits after anti-terror law added to FIR

the conspiracy of riots" since in-
ception.

Senior Advocate Salman
Khurshid, who represented
Khan, had argued the UAPA pro-
visions have been wrongly in-
voked against the accused.

Justice Kait said the transac-
tion relating to the SIM card had
allegedly taken place in
December 2019 whereas the vi-
olence erupted around February
23-24in2020. “There is no prox-
imate nexus between the afore-
said alleged incidents norisital-
leged that the SIM card was
provided, on the pretext or with
the intention/objective, to be
utilised for organising protests,
etc,” the court said, adding the
investigating agency's case is not
that he was part of any
WhatsApp groups which were
allegedly used to coordinate the
protests.

While granting bail to Khan,
the court also took note that he
had fully cooperated with the
probe. Justice Kait said the "oner-
ous conditions/embargo under
section 43D (5) of the UAPA,
1967" will not be applicable in
the case against Khan as the in-
vestigating agency's status re-
port did not disclose the com-
mission of offences under UAPA,
1967. Section 43D (5) of the
UAPA states that an accused shall
not be released on bail if the
courtis of the opinion that "there
are reasonable grounds for be-
lieving the accusation against
such person is prima facie true".

HC stays

order to pay
salaries from
student fund

New Delhi: Delhi High Court has
stayed the state government’s or-
derto 12 Delhi University colleges
to pay staff salaries staffers from
the Students Society Fund.

These 12 colleges are fully
funded by the Delhi government
and staff members have not been
paid for several months. Justice
Navin Chawla passed the order
on a plea by Delhi University
Students Union (DUSU) which
said funds meant for students can
only be used for student welfare.

“The State government
should pay money from its own
pocket, rather than from students’
funds," Justice Chawla observed,
placing a stay on the operation of
the October 16 order.

The 12 colleges have been un-
able to pay salaries to their staff
and have attributed this to the
government not releasing requi-
site funds. The government, how-
ever, began a special audit in six
colleges and accused them of
misappropriating funds, stating
the colleges have funds in their
student society accounts and that
it should be used to pay salaries.

On October 16, the govern-
mentissued an order instructing
colleges torelease all outstanding
staff salaries from student society
funds within two weeks. The DU
Principals’ Association, however,
called the order “irrational, arbi-
trary and illegal”. ENS

Devotees not allowed at puja pandals,
bhog makes the journey to their homes

ASHNABUTANI
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER23

LIKE EVERY year, a team of cooks
prepare bhogina firepitinatem-
porary shed behind the Kali
Mandir in Chittaranjan Park dur-
ing Durga Puja. But for the first
time, this year, bhogis not served
tothousands of people seated in-
side the pandal, but personally
delivered by e-rickshaws — the
designated ‘bhog delivery vans'.

On Saptami morning, the
aroma of pulao and shahi paneer
filled up the shed. Cook Sushant
Dev Sharma (41), who heads a
team of six, said the preparations
are the same as every year. “But
this time, itis not directly served.
We send it aroom where the bhog
is first packed,” he said.

Three workers, who waited
outside the shed with trolleys,
carried the cooked dishes to the
Vivekananda Centenary Library,
inside the temple premises,
where the food is then packed in
metal tiffin containers having

. R

Kali Mandir society has bought 2,000 tiffin boxes. Abhinav Saha

separate compartments for pu-
lao, paneer, kheer, dal, and chut-
ney. The packing started at 8 am.
Sreebash  Bhattacharjee,
Secretary, Kali Mandir Society,
said, “Since we are not allowing
people to enter the premises, we
decided to send the bhog to their
homes. People register on our
website and give us their address
sothatwe can get them delivered.
Today, there are 850 deliveries.”

New Delhi

The costof bhog has also gone
up —fromRs 1,200 last year toRs
1,500 now. Bhattacharjee attrib-
uted this to cost of the tiffin boxes.
The society has purchased 2,000
tiffin boxes from a company in
Mumbai.

Around 30 e-rickshaws were
lined up inside the mandir, each
witha capacity to carry 25 tiffins.

Organisers said that most of
the deliveries are to nearby areas.

However, some people, who stay
far away, will come and pickit up
from a nearby market place.

Prasad (52), an e-rickshaw
driver, said he did many deliveries
on Sashti too. “Aboy with a list of
names and addresses accompa-
nies me... Yesterday, we delivered
around 20 and came back with
four since nobody opened the
doorinafew houses,” he said.

Meanwhile, at the temple
gates, many who hoped to enter
and have the bhog inside like be-
fore, were left disappointed.

Jayanti Ganguli (72), who
came from Patparganj, said,
“Nobody informed us that the
temple gates are shut. I did not
know about the bhog registration
either. This is the first time in
years that Iwill not be able to pray
to the Goddess...”

However, Rumi Mitra (48), a
resident of CR Park received the
bhogwith asmile. She said, “Covid
situation has given usall areason
to introspect and worship from
home. Maybe Maa wanted us to
celebrate this way for a change.”
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DIPANKAR GHOSE
PHULWARISHARIF, OCTOBER 23

“LOOK,” SHE says angrily. Mamta Devi’s right
armis outstretched, her fingers balled intoa
fist. Just above the two bangles on her wrist
are two bruises — left by her drunk husband
as she came between him and their two
young children. “Show these wounds to any-
one who claims there is prohibitionin Bihar,"
says the 32-year-old.

Over 15 years and three electoral victo-
ries, Bihar Chief Minister Nitish Kumar has
counted on women voters, who have stood
by him for his schemes, including cycles for
girl students, the expansion of women self-
help groups under the Jeevika programme,
reservation of 50% of seats for women at the
panchayat level, and of course, the prohibi-
tion law, introduced in April 2016.

Come 2020, this support is showing signs
of fracture, under the blows of a parallel alco-
hol economy and the economic distress left
by the lockdown.

Mamta Devi’s opinion of her husband is
unequivocal: “Heis a useless drunk...Heis a
daily wage earner but did very little work
even earlier.” The house runs on the money
she makes selling onions and garlic at the
Mithapur mandi, around Rs 100 a day.

Out of that, her husband spends some on
his daily drink. “Despite prohibition, alcohol
is available everywhere. When I tell him to
stop, he beats me,” Mamta says. “Alcohol is
sold not just in shops now. What sold for
Rs 20 sells for Rs 50... the middlemen have
bought cars. Aur ab toh home delivery hota hai
(Now liquor is even supplied at home).”

BUSINESS AS USUAL

By UNNY

CHANDRIKAROQY (A.K.A CHANDRIKARAI)

Janata Dal (United), Parsa (Saran)

TOTALASSETS
T11.21 CRORE (withspouse)
83%increase since 2015 (Rs 6.14 crore)

PHULWARI

Once Nitish bastion, women ask tough
questions: govt distanced from poor

Women loyalists of the CM are turning away, battered by lockdown, angry at prohibition’s failed promise

Dina, Mamta, An ita and Rekha at their Dalit basti in Phulwari Sharif. Dipankar Ghose

® Muzaffarpur

Pa:na B .
: ® Begusarai
» )

PHULWARI

She and the three other women sitting
with her at the Dalit basti in Parsa bazaar, on
the outskirts of Patna, say they voted for
Nitish in 2015. Shyam Rajak, the JD(U) candi-
date who won from the Phulwari reserved
seat under which their basti falls, has since
crossed over to the R]D.

Rekha Devi, a mother of four, says her

husband used to earn Rs 400 a day taking up
house painting jobs before the lockdown —
working for about half the month, spending
the rest of the days passed out. For six
months, from March to August, he had no
work. Now, they are facing “bhukhmari(star-
vation)”, Rekha says, as the others nod.
Fuming at the government for “killing the
poor with the lockdown”, Rekha adds, “I
went begging but was mostly turned away.
The children slept hungry many nights.” Her
biggest worry is a marriageable daughter.
Anita Devi, who has two daughters, 11
and 10, tears up recalling the lockdown.
“When there is no money in the house, sabse
zyaada dard maan ko hota hai(a mother feels
the most pain).Iwould feed them one time,
the next meal they would sleep hungry.”
The 33-year-old says they got no support
bar 5 kg of ration, asking how is it enough.

Her children’s school in Nathupur didn’t give
ration either in lieu of mid-day meals, though
anorder to this effect was issued in July, Anita
says. “Kuchch nahin mila (We didn't get any-
thing). Everything is eaten up by middlemen.
This government has stopped working for
the poor.”

Butts in Rekha, “Lalu ke samay mein ga-
reeb ka izzat toh hota tha (In Lalu's time, at
least there was respect for the poor).” She
says everything is “private” now, there are
threats to cut off their electricity supply over
non-payment of bills, while a promise of 3-
decimal plots for the landless was never kept.

Dina Kumari says she has not been able
to even access her PDS supply as someone
else has been picking up the quota on her ra-
tion card, though it is linked to her Aadhaar
number. “I went to meet block-level officials
but they told me they couldn’t do anything
just now as elections were on.”

One of the people Dina reached out to is
Pratima Kumari Paswan, who has been
working in the area on women and children's
rights for many years and is fighting as an
Independent from Phulwari. Paswan says
she knows she has slim chances of winning,
but contesting was important. “Only women
understand the pain of women and children,
their issues like security and self-depend-
ence. The lockdown has made things worse.
A child doesn’t ask the father for food.”

Which is why Mamta Devi has taken
matters into her own hands. She took aloan
recently at 10% interest per month — she
won't say how much — to ensure that her
children can continue their tuitions. “I will
go hungry, will take loans, sell my jewellery,”
she says. “So that they can study.”

On rise, women voters outnumber men

HARIKISHAN SHARMA
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 23

OVER THE past four Assembly elections in
Bihar, women voters have seen a steady rise.
In 2015, they overtook their male counter-
parts by a huge margin, with 60.48% of them
turning out to vote compared to 53.32% men.

The turnout among women in 2015 was
the highest in Bihar going as far back as 1962.
In terms of overall numbers though, the to-
tal men voters (1.9 crore) was slightly more
than women (1.89 crore) in 2015. The over-
all voter turnout that year was 56.66%.

Since Jharkhand was carved out in 2000,
Bihar has seen Assembly elections in
February and October in 2005, 2010 and
2015. In February 2005, an analysis of elec-
tion data shows, the share of women who
voted stood at 42.51% (1.04 crore in all) —
showing that in the next 10 years, there was
ajump of nearly 20%. In comparison, 49.94%
of the men (1.40 crore) turned out to vote in

VOTE @
BIHAR ASSEMBLY POLLS
B Male M Female

Year Total (%)
2005 49.94
46.5
(Feb) 4251
47
2005 [N 45.85
(Oct) 44
2010 T 5112 g, 6y
[ 54.49
2015 - >332 56.66
I 60.48

Source: Election Commission of India

February 2005, with the needle moving
barely 4% for them till 2015. The overall voter

FIrST DAY, FIRST SHOWS

turnout in February 2005 was 46.5%.

Due to the fragmented result in that elec-
tion, Assembly polls were necessitated again
in October 2005. Despite expected voter ex-
haustion, more women turned out to vote,
at 44% (1.06 crore), compared to earlier that
year, while the figure for men fell.

That election brought Nitish Kumar to
power. And it is since then that the women
voter numbers have seen a striking rise. The
2010 Bihar Assembly polls saw women vot-
ers jump more than 10% to 54.48% — surpass-
ing the men at 51.12%. In the 2015 elections
in which Nitish again formed government,
the woman voter share crossed the 60% mark
even as the men saw a slight 2% increase.

With the JD(U) leader taking several
measures seen as pro-women, the trend sus-
tained into the 2019 Lok Sabha polls. While
59.58% of the women voters (1.99 crore in all)
turned out, 55% (2.08 crore) of the men did.

The overall voting percentage in the Lok
Sabha elections was 67.09%(67.01% for men;
67.18% for women).

FORMORELOGONTO
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OKEY PLAYERS

Sexplained.

LEFT ROLE IN POLL MATHS

o WHO’S WHERE TODAY
TEJASHWI YADAV IN BHAGALPUR,
BIJENDRA PRASAD YADAV BANKA, JAMUI; ASADUDDIN OWAISI
THE YADAV FACE ON IN KURTHA, BHABUA, ARWAL;
NITISHKUMAR'S SIDE JPNADDA IN NALANDA, LAKHISARAI

7.6KLIKES, 1.5KRETWEETS IN 9 HOURS

HASHTAG POLITICS

©

@ Didn’t know 19 is less than 10: Chidambaram on NDA job talk

Senior Congress leader @PChidambaram_IN tweeted: “After making fun of RJD’s
promise of 10 lakh jobs, the NDA has promised to create 19 lakh jobs in Bihar. I didn’t
know 19 was a smaller number than 10. I think I should go back to primary school.”

@ Thank you, PM: Chirag Paswan

LJP chief @iChirag Paswan tweeted: “Like a true
companion, Narendra Modi came to Bihar and paid
tribute to my father. That he was by Papa’s side till the very
end, makes me emotional. As a son, it felt nice to see the
PM’s affection towards Papa. Thank you.” He also tweeted
about implementing same-work-equal-pay under his
#BiharFirstBihariFirst scheme.

12.9KLIKES, 1.3KRETWEETS IN8 HOURS

PHASEIHAVEIT, SHOWIT

(Income-Tax Returns Declarations)

DECLARED

Candidates with high Kiran Devi RakeshRanjan | Kaushal Kumar
income/ high assets Sharma

Party RJD Independent RLSP
Constituency (district) Sandesh (Bhojpur) | Paliganj(Patna) | Banka

Total Assets (in<) 17+ crore 29+ crore 17+crore
Total Income showninITR(Z) | 3+crore 2+crore 2+crore

(self + spouse + dependent)

Self-income 1+ crore 64+lakh 2+crore

Last financial year of ITR filing | 2020-21 2018-19 2020-21

CANDIDATES WITH HIGH ASSETS, RETURNS NOT DECLARED

Candidates Constituency (district) Assets(in%)*
Bawan Yadav Independent Nawada 6+ crore
DrVinay Kumar | Independent Mokama (Patna) 3+crore
Suman Devi RLSP Mohania-SC (Kaimur) | 2+ crore

Source: Association for Democratic Reforms; * As per poll affidavits

LOOKING FOR: MISA BHARTI

MI(s)A

The power struggle has
been settled, and Lalu’s
eldest seems reconciled

SANTOSH SINGH
PATNA,OCTOBER 23

THE POWER struggle has been settled, and
the brief claim of Lalu Prasad’s eldest child,
Misa Bharti, to his political legacy has been
stamped out. As brother Tejashwi Yadav, 22
years younger than her, is projected as the
chief ministerial candidate of the
Mahagathbandhan, Misa has not much of a
role other than as star campaigner of the R]D.

Having been nominated to the Rajya
Sabha, the 44-year-old has reconciled to stick-
ing to Delhi, leaving the stage for Tejashwi.

Named by Lalu after the infamous MISA
(Maintenance of Internal Security Act) under
which he was held during the Emergency,
Misa first came to attention when her father
had to step down following fodder scam
charges and Rabri Devi took over as CM. With
sons Tej Pratap and Tejashwi less than 10
yearsold at the time, Rabri turned to her eld-
est for support and advice.

AnMBBS, though she has never practised
medicine, Misa impressed with her speak-
ing skills. However, once the brothers came
of age, the parents made their choice clear.
Sources say it wasn't just the question of

RJD leader says:
“No details as yet
regarding Misa
campaigning”

choosing sons over the daughter, one logic
was that there were five other daughters
who could lay a claim.

Still, Misa, married and a mother of two,
did fight back. In the 2014 Lok Sabha polls,
she wrung for herself a ticket from the
Pataliputra constituency, thwarting Lalu aide
Ram Kripal Yadav. An angry Ram Kripal not
just crossed over to the BJP but also defeated
Misa from Pataliputra by about 26,000 votes.

While Misa was sent by the RJD to the
Rajya Sabha in July 2016, in 2019 she again
managed a ticket against Ram Kripal from
the same seat. She again lost. In July 2017, the
Enforcement Directorate raided three prem-
isesin Delhi of Misa Bharti and her husband
Shailesh Kumar in a moneylaundering case.

When Tej and Tejashwi were battling it
out for the power stakes, Misa had been seen
as backing Tej, with the tacit support of Rabri.

With this election Tejashwi’s coming-out
polls,in which his advisors are keeping even
Lalu in the background, Misa is likely to be
pushed further into the sidelines. R]D
spokesperson Mrityunjay Tewari said: “Misa
Bharati has been one of our star campaign-
ers. As of now, we have no details of her cam-
paigning. She may come at a later stage.”

CRIMINAL CASES

Three pending, related to electoral
offences, including the violation
of Model Code of Conduct

Cong high command keeps a tight rein, message: go local

A large team of leaders from the high
command is stationed in Patna micromanag-
ing the campaign and coordinating with al-
liesR]JD and the Left parties from behind the
scenes — but that’s almost the extent of the

Delhi connect.
N

MOVABLE ASSETS

X2.08 CRORE

Assets 2015 2020

Cashinhand 19.4lakh  5.02lakh

Bank balance 7.06lakh 23.14 lakh

Stocks & bonds  NIL 2 lakh ﬁl:owd lelt rallciles olf) PM Narirﬁdrai Mod;1 indStealfqram (right); apd BR'al?UI Gall?lqcllli in

Other investment 30,440 NIL isua, Nawada (above), as they launched their campaigns for Bihar on Friday. P11

Jewellery 3.07lakh  11.2lakh

Vehicle 3.86lakh 11.7lakh

Other 41,070 1.5crore

TOTAL 34.05lakh 2.08cr

IMMOVABLE ASSETS

X9.13 CRORE

Assets 2015 2020 Congress sources said the local leaders

Agriland 15lakh 48 lakh MANOJCG are not even keen on too many names from

Non-aariland 275 15 NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 23 outside barring Rahul Gandhi and the party’s
on-agn fan ot o chief ministers coming for campaigning, to

Commercial ~ 24cr  3.3cr INHIS first rally for the Bihar Assembly elec-  ensure that the focus is not diverted from lo-

Residential 50lakh  3.85cr tions on Friday, former Congress president  calissues. Thereisa clearinstruction to lead-

Other 32.000 NIL Rahul Gandhi focused on Prime Minister  ers specifically to not raise divisive issues or

Total 58 913 Narendra Modi and his government’s poli-  react to controversial or emotive topics
ota eer ocr cies. However, there is a concerted effort by~ thrown up by the BJP.

Total - 1.8 cr the Congress this time to ensure the election The Congress appears to have learnt a les-

LIABILITIES RS 7044 LAKH in Bihar remains about local issues. son from Jharkhand where the JMM and

Congress ran a strictly localised campaign
which bore results.

The party’s campaign committee, for the
70 seats it is contesting, is headed by AICC
communication department in-charge
Randeep Surjewala, and includes its social

media head Rohan Gupta, national
spokesperson Pawan Khera and leaders
such as former AICC general secretary
Mohan Prakash, former Union minister
Subodh Kant Sahay who belongs to the re-
gion and Captain Ajay Yadav from Haryana,
whose son is married to one of RJD leader
Lalu Prasad’s daughters.

Besides, three-six observers have been
appointed per constituency, with a war
room in Patna taking updates round the
clock and processing the requirements of
the candidates.

A coordination committee of the allies is
in place which meets every day at 8 pm.
From the Congress, the meeting is attended
by Mohan Prakash, Sahay or Ajay Yadav.

From the RJD, either Manoj Kumar Jha or
Shivanand Tiwari is present.

The overbearing presence of names from
outside has led to some disgruntlement
among party leaders in Bihar that they are
being “sidelined”. However, on other mat-
ters, the Congress is keeping local sentiments
in mind. “We are not asking outside leaders
to hold rallies. So far Raj Babbar has ad-
dressed some rallies. He will address some
more. Shatrughan Sinha is a local favourite.
He will addressrallies too,” a high command
leader told The Indian Express.

Chhattisgarh CM Bhupesh Baghel is ar-
riving on Saturday and will be addressing
three meetings.

“We are largely running a local campaign.

New Delhi

So far we have managed not to get dragged
into Jinnah or Pakistan kind of controversies.
We are ignoring controversial statements
made by BJP leaders and issues thrown at us.
Our candidates are more particular that the
campaign should be local...We are not plan-
ning any public meetings by outside leaders.
They will come and address press confer-
ences in Patna and leave,” another senior
leader said.

In a reference to the “neech” remark by
Mani Shankar Aiyar regarding Modi in the
middle of the Gujarat elections, which had
overtaken the discourse, a senior Congress
leader said, “Some of our leaders are capa-
ble of springing such surprises on us. We
hope and pray that they don’t.”
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GOVT 8 POLITICS

WITH HOME Minister Amit Shah, usually one of the top elec-
tion campaigners for BJP, not on the field, it seems Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh has become one of the busiest cam-
paigners for the party in Bihar. Singh has been asked to spend
more time in the poll-bound state. As the BJP state unit de-
manded more time from him, Singh had to rejig his commit-
ments to accomplish campaign work for the party. While Shah
is trying to amplify the party’s communications through his
media interviews, Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman, like
her predecessor, was assigned the task of releasing the party's
election manifesto - in 2015, Arun Jaitley had released BJP’s vi-
sion document in Patna. Party chief] P Naddais also expected
to touch every region of Bihar with his rallies.

the Upper House.

HIGH INTEREST

THE ELECTION Commission last week announced elections
to 10 Rajya Sabha seats in Uttar Pradesh and one in
Uttarakhand which are falling vacant on November 25. The
BJPis expected to win at least eight of the seats in UP given its
numbers in the state Assembly. Curiously, there is some in-
terest in the Congress on the BJP candidates' list. The buzz in
Congress circles is that BJP may field a leader who had quit
the Congress and joined it some time back. The BJP has al-
ready sent Jyotiraditya Scindia to Rajya Sabha. It is to be seen
whether it will give another former Congress leader a place in

STRANGER ALERT

SINCE MANY key meetings are taking place through video-
conferencing these days, one concern has been that of secrecy
of information. Earlier this week, during a review meeting of
animportant ministry, it was discovered that one participant
among the officials present was, in fact, was not an insider
and had no business being in that video conference. Corrective
measures were taken and a policy-level message sent out to
ensure that from now each participant in such should be
placed on record with designation and name, and inclusion
will only be on a need-to-know basis.

AHEAD OF KERALA CIVIC POLLS

Minority votes in
mind, CPM flays
Cong understanding
with Jamaat wing

SHAJU PHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
OCTOBER?23

THE CPI(M), the leading con-
stituent of ruling LDF in the state,
on Friday accused opposition
Congress of “surrendering” its
secular stance before the Indian
Union Muslim League (IUML),
stating that it is now “led by
Jamaat-e-Islami's ideology”.

This comes on a day the
Congress-led UDF decided onlo-
cal-level electoral adjustments
with organisations such as
Welfare Party of India (WPI), po-
litical arm of Jamaat-e-Islami, for
the coming local body elections
in the state.

CPI(M) Politburo member
and party's state secretary
Kodiyeri Balakrishnan told the
media that IUML had “strongly
opposed” Jamaat-e-Islami in the
past. “Now, [IUML has abandoned
that stand and has no reserva-
tions to work with Jamaat-e-
Islami, which wants to establish
Islamic country.Itis parallel to the
stand of RSS, which aims at Hindu
Rashtra. The decision of Congress
toworkwith WPl would have far-
reaching consequences,” he said.

The Jamaat, he said, has “sup-
ported reconversion of Istanbul’s
Hagia Sophia museum into a
mosque. Stating that [UML had
endorsed Jamaat's stand on
Hagia Sophia, he said, “The
Congress has surrendered its
secular outlook before IUML for
afew votes. In the past, UDF had
been led by leaders like Ooomen
Chandy (former CM), P K
Kunhalikutty (of IUML) and K
Mani (of Kerala Congress).But it
is now led by leaders such as M
M Hassan (UDF convener), P K
Kunhalikutty and Jamaat-e-
Islami amir.”

Hassan had recently held dis-
cussions with Jamaat's Kerala

amir, M [ Abdul Aziz, sparking a
debate in political circles about
UDF's electoral understanding
with WPI in the civic body polls.
The CPI(M)'s critique comes
a day after the LDF welcomed
the Jose K Mani faction of re-
gional Christian party Kerala
Congress (M). Balakrishnan's re-
marks are seen as an attempt to
woo Catholic votes mainly in
central Kerala districts. In Kerala,
minority Muslim and Christian
voters have traditionally backed
the UDF. But with the Jose Mani
faction in LDF now, the CPI(M)is
seen as trying to divide this tra-
ditional vote-bank and winning
over a section of Christian voters.
Besides, CPI(M) hopes to ex-
ploit an anti-IUML stand which
has developed recently in Kerala
Catholic Bishops’ Council (KCBC)
mainly on two issues. The
Council had criticised IUML
when the latter hailed conver-
sion of Hagia Sophia into a
mosque,and also [UML's attempt
toenterintoalocal-level alliance
with WPI for local body polls.
The powerful bishops’ organ-
isation, traditionally pro-
Congress, called the develop-
ment a “growing influence of
pan-Islamic politics”.
Opposition leader Ramesh
Chennithala of the Congress said
UDF will not forge any alliance
with any party outside the coali-
tion. “However, in civic body
elections, UDF local leaderships
can decide on local-level elec-
toral adjustments. Such parties
should have anti-fascist ap-
proach. It is up to the local lead-
ership of UDF to decide on such
moves,” he said.
Jamaat-e-Isami and WPI
have backed LDF in the past. A
few panchayats in north Kerala
are governed by LDF with the
backing of WPI. But the Jamaat
shifted loyalty towards UDF in
2019 General Election.

108 tribal
villages to
boycott polls
over ‘police
crackdown’

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 23

THE RESIDENTS of 108 villages in
Bihar's Kaimur plateau have an-
nounced that they will boycott the
forthcoming Assembly polls to
protest an alleged police crack-
down on the area’s tribal popula-
tion last month. The police action
came when the tribals were
protesting, among other issues,
the declaration of the area as a
tiger reserve.

The protests were led by
Kaimur Mukti Morcha (KMM),
which alleged that 25 activists

from the area

were arrested
on false
charges. The
villagers ac-
cused the

DECISION | Forest
2020 Depertemt of
BIHAR forceful evic-

tions and bulldoz-
ing of crops, despite a Supreme
Court stay on evictions.

KMM has demanded that the
government declare Kaimur a
scheduled area. The creation of a
tiger reserve in the region must be
done only after consent by the
gram sabhas and approval of the
tribal population, it has said.

A report on this by a four-
member panel from Delhi was re-
leased Friday. CPI(M) politburo
member Brinda Karat, who re-
leased the report, told The Indian
Express,“Inthis instance, there has
been criminal negligence by the
Bihar government that hasn’tim-
plemented the Forest Rights Act.”

According to the report, on
September 10, thousands of adi-
vasis from the 108 villages mo-
bilised peacefully in front of the
Forest Department office at
Adhaura. The police then “un-
leashed a crackdown”, in which
seven activists were fired upon,
lathi-charged, and picked up by
the police. On October 16, all seven
were released on bail. The report
alleged that Prabhu, an adivasi,
was killed by a police bullet that
went through his ear.

THIRD FRONT STEPS UP

BSP chief Mayawati, whose party is contesting the Bihar polls as part of a third front, at a rally
atJagjiwan Ram Stadium in Rohtas district of Bihar on Friday. Upendra Singh Kushwaha,
president of RLSP—an alliance partner—was also present. PTI
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MP BJP leader moves top court
over HC curbs on bypoll rallies

Election Commission moves separate plea citing Article 324

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 23

MADHYA PRADESH BJP leader
Pradyuman Singh Tomar has
moved the Supreme Court
against a Madhya Pradesh High
Court order imposing limits on
physical campaigns for the forth-
coming state bypolls.

Tomar, contesting from
Gwalior, contended that the
October 20 order violates the
right to organise election cam-
paigns through physical gather-
ings as permitted by election
rules and sought a stay onit.

The Election Commission,
too, has approached the top
court against the high Court or-
der, citing Article 324 of the
Constitution which vestsinit the
authority to conduct the elec-
tions and oversee the electoral
process.

The commission has con-
tended that this is against its di-

rections regarding gatherings as
well as the state’s Covid-19 pro-
tocol that lays down the limita-
tions for allowing such congre-
gations.

The High Court order came
on a PIL which pointed out that
various political parties were
holding physical campaigns ig-
noring the Covid-19risk and that
authorities were turning a blind
eye to this.

The High Court said: “In a
contest/clash between right to
campaigning and right to health
and life, it is obvious that the
right to health and life takes
precedence. Right to health and
life is comparatively more ex-
alted, sacred and precious right
when compared with the right
to canvassing & campaigning.
Thus, the right of candidate to
campaign has to yield to the
right to health and life of the
electorate.”

It asked District Magistrates
not to grant permission for phys-

ical congregations for election
campaigns unless it can be
proved that conduct of a virtual
campaign is not possible, subject
to ECapproval.

The High Court added that
even in the event such approval
is granted, “the holding of phys-
ical congregation.. can take place
only after the political
party/candidate intending to
hold a congregation deposits
money with the District
Magistrate which is sufficient to
purchase double the number of
masks and sanitizers required
for protecting and sanitizing the
number of persons expected in
the congregation and also when
candidate files an undertaking
on affidavit that he shall be per-
sonally liable to distribute
masks and sanitizers to all the
members of the congregation
before the meeting/congrega-
tion starts”.

The bypolls to 28 seats are
scheduled for November 3.

Khadse, kin join NCP; Pawar scotches
speculation on cabinet berth reward

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI,OCTOBER 23

FORMER BHARATIYA Janata
Party (BJP) leader Eknath Khadse
was inducted Friday into the
Nationalist Congress Party (NCP)
in the presence of party chief
Sharad Pawar, who immediately
scotched speculation that he
would be rewarded with a cabi-
net berth in the Maha Vikas
Aghadi government.

The NCP leader was categor-
ical that there was no plan of a
cabinet reshuffle anytime soon.

Khadse, who resigned from
the BJP on Wednesday blaming
former Maharashtra Chief
Minister Devendra Fadnavis for
his decision, continued with his
tirade against the former chief
minister as he joined the NCP.

“I' was hounded and humili-
ated. In 40 years of my political
life I have not backstabbed any-
one. Never in my political life

Former BJP leader Eknath Khadse (left) with party chief
Sharad Pawar at the NCP office in Mumbai. Ganesh Shirsekar

have [ used women to attack my
opponents. However in the last
five years I have had to face all
thisincluding a false case of mo-
lestation by my opponent.
Before quitting the party I was
warned that the ED would be
sent behind me. All thatI have to
say is if you have ED then I have

a(D,” Khadse said while giving a
cryptic warning during his
speech post induction.

Along with Khadse, his wife
and daughter, and 70 of his sup-
porters also joined the NCP.

Khadse’s NCP joining func-
tion was delayed by about 90
minutes. Sharad Pawar was hud-

dled in a one-on-one meeting
with Housing Minister and close
confidante Jitendra Awhad at Y
B Chavan Centre as senior NCP
ministers and leaders waited at
the party office for over an hour
for the party chief to arrive for
Khadse’s induction. The Pawar-
Ahwad meeting triggered spec-
ulation about a cabinet reshuffle
to accommodate Khadse. But
giving him a berth would have
meant dropping a minister.

Eventually, as he welcomed
Khadse into the party, Pawar said
the ex-BJP veteran had joined
without any pre-conditions and
there were no plans of a cabinet
reshuffle anytime soon.

“There are talks that he de-
manded a place in the cabinet. I
would like to clarify during our
meeting he has not laid down
any expectations from the party.
While joining us all that he said
was that he was planning to
serve the the state without any
expectation,” Pawar said.

FB gets 2 weeks
toreply to House
panel, Amazon
to skip hearing

MANOJCG
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 23

FACEBOOKINDIA'S Public Policy
Director Ankhi Das was among
its representatives who ap-
peared Friday before
Parliament’s Joint Committee on
the Personal Data Protection Bill.

It is learnt that the panel,
headed by Lok Sabha MP
Meenakshi Lekhi, has given
Facebook India two weeks to fur-
nish written replies to the ques-
tions posed by its members.

Meanwhile, e-commerce gi-
ant Amazon has declined to ap-
pear before the committee on
October 28, and the panel has
taken strong exception to this.

Amazon, Twitter, PayTM and
Google have been directed to ap-
pear before the committee atits
next sitting.

News agency PTI quoted
Lekhi saying “Amazon has re-
fused to appear before the panel
on October 28 and if no one on
behalf of the e-commerce com-
pany appears before the panel, it
amounts to breach of privilege.”

The panel, she said, is unani-
mous inits opinion that coercive
action can be suggested to the
government against the e-com-
merce company.

It is learnt that panel mem-
bers questioned Facebook India
representatives onits advertise-
ment model, how it targets au-
diences, their earnings out of
India, the tax paid by them, the
data storage model and transfer
of data.

In  December 2019,
Parliament approved sending
the Personal Data Protection Bill
to the committee headed by
Lekhi.

Commonly referred to as the
“privacy Bill”, it is intended to
protect individual rights by reg-
ulating the collection, move-
ment, and processing of data
that is personal, or which can

Data
localisation
@ debate

EXPLAINED

Officials have long ar-
gued that data localisa-
tion will help law-en-
forcement access data for
investigations and en-
forcement. Currently,
much of cross-border
data transfer is governed
by mutual legal assis-
tance treaties, a process
that almost all stakehold-
ers agree is cumbersome.
Civil society groups have
criticised the open-
ended exceptions given
to the government in the
Bill, saying it will allow
surveillance.

identify the individual.

The Bill gives the govern-
ment powers to authorise the
transfer of certain types of per-
sonal data overseas, and has
given exceptions allowing gov-
ernment agencies to collect per-
sonal data of citizens.

It also makes way for govern-
ment-led technological solu-
tions. One example is the power
given to the central government
to direct any entity to provide
“non-personal” or anonymised
data “to enable better targeting
of delivery of services or formu-
lation of evidence-based poli-
cies”.

It also requires companies
and social media intermediaries
which are “significant data fidu-
ciaries” — based on factors such
asvolume and sensitivity of data
handled as well as their turnover
—toenable usersinIndiato “vol-
untarily verify their accounts” re-
sulting in a “demonstrable and
visible mark of verification,
which shall be visible to all users
of the service”.

ED summons Amarinder
son over FEMA ‘violation’

ANJUAGNIHOTRICHABA
JALANDHAROCTOBER 23

THE ENFORCEMENT Directorate
(ED), Jalandhar, has summoned
Raninder Singh, the son of Chief
Minister Amarinder Singh, to ap-
pear before it on October 27 in
connection with the alleged vi-
olation of the Foreign Exchange
Management Act (FEMA).

Raninder had already ap-
peared before the EDin 2016 and
had stated then that he would
cooperate with the investigating
agency. The ED officials said they
needed some more information
from Raninder because of which
he was summoned now.

The development is being
seen as the fallout of the three
agricultural Bills passed by the
Punjab government led by
Amarinder to negate the three
Central farm laws. Congress
leaders called it vendetta politics
by the BJP.

"After 2016, what has hap-
pened now that the CM's son
was summoned just three days
after passing the Punjab agri
Bills?" asked a senior Party
leader.

The ED had filed three appli-
cations in a Ludhiana court in
August this year where income
tax cases are going on against
Punjab CM and his son—two
against Raninder and one
against the Chief Minister.

The agency sought inspec-
tion of new records filed by the
income tax department. The
case is still pending in the
Ludhiana court.

A senior ED officer said they
had initiated an investagtion
against Raninder under FEMA
following a complaint by the
Income Tax Department that he
had misled the department
about the trusts owned by him
in the British Virgin Islands.

Raninder could not be
reached for comment.

IN NEW STRUCTURE, MORE COMFORTABLE SEATING, DIGITAL INTERFACES, SEPARATE OFFICES FOR MPs

New Parliament construction to begin in Dec, end by Oct 2022

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 23

THE CONSTRUCTION of the new
Parliament building will com-
mence from December this year
and is likely to be completed by
October 2022, the Lok Sabha
Secretariat said on Friday.

The timeline regarding the
construction of the building was
disclosed during a review meet-
ing chaired by Lok Sabha Speaker
Om Birla and was attended by
Union Minister of State
(Independent Charge) for
Housing & Urban Affair Hardeep
Singh Puri and senior officials.

It was also informed that the
existing Parliament building will
be suitably retro-fitted “to pro-

vide more functional spaces for
parliamentary events, to ensure
its usage along with the new
building”.

“During the meeting, Shri
Birla was informed that the con-
struction of the new Building will
commence in December 2020
and is likely to be completed by
October 2022,” the Lok Sabha
Secretariat said in a statement.

Birla was briefed about the
progress made in the shifting of
facilities and other infrastructure
from the area proposed for the
construction of the new building,
the statement said. It was de-
cided to constitute a monitoring
committee to oversee the day-to-
day execution of the construction
work of the new building.

“The Monitoring Committee

The existing building will be retro-fitted ‘to provide more
functional spaces for parliamentary events’. File

will include, among others, offi-
cers of Lok Sabha Secretariat,
Ministry of Housing & Urban
Affairs, CPWD, NDMC and archi-
tect/designer of the project,” said

the statement.

Birla stressed on the smooth
coordination and resolving issues
between various agencies in-
volved on aregular basis. He em-

New Delhi

phasised that there should be no
compromise in ensuring quality-
control and timely completion of
the work, said the statement.

The statement said that the
new building will have separate
offices for MPs. Besides, each seat
for members in the chambers
will be “comfortable” (with
blocks of two seats) and
equipped with digital interfaces,
“which will be a step forward to-
wards a paperless office”.

It said that besides the Lok
Sabhaand Rajya Sabha Chambers,
the new building will have a grand
‘Constitution Hall’, which will
house, among other things, the
original copy of the Constitution
and digital displays for showcas-
ing India’s democratic heritage,
said the statement.

The new building will also
have a MP’s lounge, a library, six
committee rooms, dining areas
and parking space, the statement
added.

It said that visitors will be
given access to the hall “to help
them to appreciate and under-
stand India’s journey as a parlia-
mentary democracy”.

“The barricading plan and
the various mitigating measures
to control the air and noise pollu-
tion during the construction
process were elaborated. The of-
ficers of the Ministry of Housing
& Urban Affairs further briefed
Shri Birla about the proposed
movement plan of VIPs and staff
during this period, including
during the Parliament Sessions,
itsaid.
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2008 GUJARAT SERIAL BOMB BLASTS CASE

HC rejects accused’s
plea to examine news
reporters, editors

SOHINIGHOSH
AHMEDABAD, OCTOBER 23

AN AHMEDABAD special court
conducting the trial of the 2008
Gujarat serial bombblasts case on
Thursday rejected an application
by the accused that had sought
that the defence be permitted to
examine editors, reporters and
photographers of certain newspa-
pers at the time.

The 26]July, 2008 blasts are al-
leged to have been carried out by
the Indian Mujahideen across sev-
eral sitesin Ahmedabad and Surat,
in which 58 people were killed
and more than 200 were injured.

According to a source, the ac-
cused had prayed before the spe-
cial designated judge to examine
reporters so as to authenticate
their sources for the reportage
published in the period following
the commission of offence and
prior to the arrest of the accused.

As recorded in the order of
October 22 by Judge Ambalal R
Patel, who has been specially
designated for the speedy trial of
the bomb blast cases, the re-
porters and photographers

whom the defence wanted to
examine included those from
vernacular dailies Sandesh and
Divya Bhaskar, and English
dailies The Indian Express and
Ahmedabad Mirror, pertaining to
reportage involving alleged pur-
chase of timers (for bombs) and
site of alleged training of the ac-
cused, in editions of these dailies
in the period of six to 12 days,
prior to the arrest of the accused
on August 16, 2008. As per the
accused's application, the re-
portage in these dailies pointed
out inconsistencies in the case.
The application was opposed
by the state government through
its public prosecutors on the
ground that similar applications
had been filed earlier which had
been rejected by the trial court.
The court while rejecting the
application, stated in its order
that any information that is dis-
seminated in daily newspapers
is provided by the reporters who
“manage to bring information
from somewhere and by some
means and editors publish sto-
ries brought by reporters and it
may be the case that the said in-
formation may not be true...”

Yogi launches women help
desks at all police stations

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW,OCTOBER 23

UTTAR PRADESH Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath on Friday
launched women help desks at
the 1,535 police station in the
state under the government’s
Mission Shakti campaign.
Adityanath said the govern-
ment would strive to ensure that
respect for women is inculcated
as a “sanskar” (culture) and thus
awareness campaigns would be
organised in schools, colleges and
institutions across the state. He
emphasised that during morn-
ing prayers or cultural events,

aware of women's security and
asked women and intellectuals,
too, to participate in the initiative.
Agovernment spokesperson
said the CM has directed that a
“secret glass room” should be
readied at every police station,
providing a separate space to ag-
grieved women for speaking to
female police personnel at ease
and without any hesitation.
After the virtual launch,
Adityanath said, “Mahilaon ke
samman ko sanskar banana hoga”
(We must inculcate respect for
women a culture). He directed
that all the helpline numbers, in-
cluding 1090, 181, 112, 1076,
1098 and 102, should be promi-

Govtimposes stock limits on onion to
check prices; traders doubt its impact

HARIKISHAN SHARMA &
PARTHA SARATHI
BISWAS

NEW DELHI, PUNE,OCT 23

WITH RETAIL prices of onion
reaching nearly Rs 100 per kg in
some cities, the government on
Friday invoked provisions of the
Essential Commodities Act, 2020,
and imposed onion stock limits of
25 metric tonnes (MT) for whole-
salers,and 2 MT for retailers.

The stock limit, which comes
into effectimmediately, will con-
tinue until December 31.

But the decision may not have
much effect on prices, according
to market sources. Most of the
produceis still with farmers, who
are in no hurry to liquidate their
stock, traders across wholesale
markets in Maharashtra said.

“The stock limit is applicable
for us, traders. There is no such
limit on farmers. And since the
next crop is delayed, most are
holding on to their stock in the
hope of better prices,” said a
trader operating out of

UP STF probes
‘conspiracy to
incite caste
violence in state’

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW, OCTOBER 23

Traders said most of the onion is still with farmers, who are
in no hurry to liquidate stock. File/Narendra Vaskar

Lasalgaon’s wholesale market in
Maharashtra's Nashik district.

With the new kharif crop be-
ing delayed by several weeks,
prices are also unlikely to see a
drastic drop inimmediate future,
they said.

The move comes barely a
month after the government
amended Essential
Commodities Act, 1955, to ex-
clude onions, pulses, potatoes,
edible oils and oilseed from the
list of essential commodities.

Addressing the media digi-
tally, Consumer Affairs Secretary
Leena Nandan said the govern-
ment had to invoke the Essential
Commodities (Amendment)law,
which allows it to regulate per-
ishable commodities in an ex-
traordinary situation of price-
rise,and called it a “decisive step”.

Under provisions of this law,
any action onimposing stock limit
willbe based on price-rise,and an
order for regulating stock limit
may beissued only if there is “hun-

Out of labour board,
Uttarakhand minister says
won’t contest 2022 polls

LALMANIVERMA
DEHRADUN, OCTOBER 23

THE UTTAR Pradesh Police
Special Task Force (STF) has
started investigating four cases
lodged in three districts in con-
nection with analleged conspir-
acy toincite caste violence in the
state, Additional Superintendent
of Police (STF) Vishal Vikram
Singh said on Friday.

According to sources, inves-
tigation teams are already in
Mathura, Hathras and Aligarh,
collecting details of the cases
from the local police. The next
course of action would be de-
cided after examining the de-

UTTARAKHAND LABOUR
Minister Harak Singh Rawat on
Friday said that he will not con-
test the 2022 Assembly elec-
tions. Rawat’s announcement
came three days after he failed
to find a place in the reconsti-
tuted Uttarakhand Bhawan
Evam Anya Sannirman Karmkar
Kalyan Board, a board for con-
struction labourers under the
state Labour Department.

Before its reconstitution,
Rawat had been the chairman of
the board.

Speaking to reporters at his

have taken the decision to not
contest the Assembly electionin
2022.1have informed the party
high command and party state
general secretary (organization)
Ajay Kumar.”

The minister did not give any
reason for his decision to not
contest the 2022 polls. However,
sources said that he is upset be-
cause he was not consulted be-
fore the Uttarakhand Bhawan
Evam Anya Sannirman Karmkar
Kalyan Board was reconstituted.

Considered a heavyweight
politician in the state, Rawat, a
six-time legislator, also holds the
Forest and Wildlife,
Environment, Employment
Generation, Skill Development

dred per cent increase in retail
price of horticultural produce; or
fifty per centincrease inretail price
of non-perishable agricultural
foodstuffs”, over the price prevail-
ing immediately preceding 12
months, or average retail price of
last five years, whichever is lower.

Exemptions from stock-hold-
ing limits will be provided to
processors and value chain par-
ticipants of any agricultural pro-
duce, and orders relating to the
PDS, the law states.

The Ministry of Consumer
Affairs, Food and Public
Distribution said in a statement,
“The all-India average retail price
variation of onions as on
21.10.2020 when compared to
lastyearis 22.12% (from Rs 45.33
to Rs 55.60 per/kg), and when
compared to last 5 years average
is 114.96% (from Rs 25.87 to
55.60 per/kg). Therefore, prices
have increased by more than
100% when compared with the
average of the last 5 years and
thus the price triggers under EC
Act have been reached.”

Retail prices of onion were

over Rs 100 per kg in Bengaluru
and Puducherry this week.
Earlier this week, the govern-
ment had relaxed the import
norms for onions. It had also said
that an estimated kharif crop of
37 LMT is also likely to start ar-
riving in mandis, which willadd
to the availability of onions.
While the decision on stock
limit has evoked strong reactions
among farmers and farmers'
leaders, most traders feel this
would not see any drastic effect
on prices. This summer, farmers
in Maharashtra, one of the coun-
try's largest onion-growing states,
had stored around 27 lakh tonnes
of their summer crop in on-field
storage structures, called 'kanda
chawl'. Sources in wholesale mar-
kets said that till now farmers
have 10 lakh tonnes in storage,
which they are selling in tranches.
Lasalgaon, the country's
largest onion market, has re-
ported an average traded price
of around Rs 60 to Rs 65 per kg
since the last few weeks.
FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

Uddhav declares
Rs 10,000-crore
relief for those
hit by heavy rain

VISHWAS WAGHMODE
MUMBAI,OCTOBER 23

MAHARASHTRA CHIEF Minister
Uddhav Thackeray on Friday an-
nounced aRs 10,000 crore relief
package for those affected by the
heavy rainfall, including farmers.
He said directions have been
given todistrict administrations
to provide assistance to farmers
and villagers ahead of Diwali.
Incessant rain last week
damaged crops in Western
Maharashtra and Marathwada.
Crops on over 10 lakh hectares
have been destroyed this month
with areas in Solapur, Pune,
Sataraand Osmanabad being the
worst hit. Earlier this week,
Thackeray visited the areas in
Solapur and Osmanabad district
to assess the damage.
Thackeray also pointed out
the delay on the part of the
Union government in releasing
Rs 38,000 crore, which is due to
the state towards compensation
of GST and devolution of taxes,
and said that amount could have
been used for the relief package.

Mumbai couple awarded life term,
NCB approaches Qatar authorities

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI,OCTOBER 23

THE NARCOTICS Control Bureau
(NCB) has approached authori-
ties in Qatar through diplomatic
channels in the case of a
Mumbai-based couple sen-
tenced to life imprisonment by
acourt in Qatar. The couple was
convicted there for carrying 4.1
kg of hashish.

NCB DG Rakesh Asthana re-
viewed the case when he visited
Mumbai on Thursday.

The couple identified as
Mohammad Shareeq and Oniba
Kausarwere on their honeymoon
and reached Hamad International
AirportinQataronJuly 6lastyear.
On checking a baggage provided

Tabassum Qureshi, the authorities
found hashish and the couple was
placed under arrest. A fast track
court sentenced them to life im-
prisonment.

However, on September 29
last year, Oniba's father Shakeel
Qureshi filed a complaint with
DG, NCB alleging that his daugh-
ter and son-in-law were de-
ceived by the aunt and her asso-
ciate Nizam Kara.

Under the garb of a honey-
moon package the accused had
sent the couple to Qatar, also giv-
ing them a bag to carry with con-
traband concealed in it, Qureshi
said in his complaint. He also
provided NCB with relevant doc-
uments and a CD containing the
audio recordings between his
son-in-law and Tabussum.

found that a well-organized
drug trafficking syndicate was
being allegedly run by Kara in-
volving Tabussum and others. A
close surveillance was mounted
against these drug syndicate
members by NCB.

In December 2019, both Kara
and Tabassum were arrested by
Mumbai police in another nar-
cotics case.

After Kara was released on
bail, the NCB recorded his state-
ment on October 14. An official
said that he admitted that the
couple were sent to Qatar by him
and his associate Tabussum.

Anofficial said, “We are in the
process of sending the necessary
paperwork to Qatar to show
how the couple were innocent
and had been cheated by their

people should be made more  nently displayed. tails, said a police officer. residence, the minister said, “I  and AYUSH portfolios. to them by Shareeq's aunt The NCB began a probe and  relative.”
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ITH the festive season ringing in

with Navratri and Durga Puja cele-

brations and the country already
in Unlock 5.0, it is clear that the government
is keen on providing respite to businesses to
spur economic activities in the country. Now,
slowly and slowly, life is trying to come to
terms with the COVID-19 crisis. Seeing the
enthusiasm of customers for shopping-re-
lated activities, the Indian business commu-
nity has geared up to serve their customers
during this festive season. Obviously, the cel-
ebrations will be different this time, given

A

the current situation the country is in. How-
ever, this will not dampen the festive spirit
of people. With the government affirming
that the coronavirus has passed its peak in
September, this certainly brings in a renewed
hope for the entire economy.

With the PM Modi’s clarion call for At-
manirbhar Bharat gaining momentum, the
Indian business community is taking a new
approach towards conducting their busi-
nesses. The idea now is to manufacture lo-
cally, buy locally and stay in tune with the
‘Vocal for Local’ initiative.

Festive shopping is here

With the arrival of festive season, it is time to go out shopping for your

festive essentials such as apparels, jewellery, home decoration pieces, gifting sets and

much more while taking all the necessary precautions against COVID-19

People are now moving away from Chi-
nese products, and this certainly presents a
great opportunity for our local business com-
munity to manufacture festival-related prod-
ucts, such as fancy lights, home decoration
goods, kitchenware and appliances, idols of
Indian Gods, toys, wall hangings, lamps,
home furnishing items, footwear, garments
and apparels, gifting sets, electrical gadgets
and other items, to provide stimulus to our
indigenous market.

Both standalone retails stores and shop-
ping malls have revamped their whole

shopping experience, wherein all govern-
ment guidelines are being followed. The
stores have placed disposable gloves, sani-
tisers, and masks for customers entering
their shops. Stores have also been encourag-
ing cashless transactions and, at some
places, even the POS machines and cards of
customers are also being sanitised after

every use.

Currently, there's a restriction on the num-
ber of guests who can attend a wedding.
Consequently, the budget required for a
wedding has decreased because the size of

the wedding has decreased. Therefore, family
members are currently investing a lot of
money on expensive gifts and jewellery sets.
This has led to a surge in the demand for jew-
ellery sets and gifting items.

Moreover, do follow the mandatory pre-
cautions as per the government-issued
guidelines then shopping will not only be fun
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but also safe. The shopping stores are also
following government-mandated guidelines
to ensure a safe and happy shopping experi-
ence for shopaholics. However, the onus of
following the safety guidelines also rests
heavily on people who need to depart from
their pre-COVID-19 shopping habits to shop
worry free in times of COVID-19.
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RAMNATH GOENKA

BECAUSE THE TRUTH

INVOLVES US ALL

CENTRE’S BUREAU?

States withdrawing general consent should worry the CBI —
onus is on the agency, not its masters, to ensure its credibility

HE MAHARASHTRA GOVERNMENT'S decision to withdraw the “general

consent” given to the CBI to investigate cases in the state is disquieting.

Maharashtrais not the first state to flag this distrust of the federal agency:

Andhra Pradesh, West Bengal and Chhattisgarh have done the sameinre-

cent times. On each such occasion, the state government had hinted that
it suspected the agency of acting at the behest of the Centre. The CBI has, in the past, been
called a “caged parrot” that sings the Centre’s tune. There is a formidable body of evi-
dence to establish that through much of the last three decades and even now, when an
investigation is not being monitored by the court, the agency has served as pretty much
its master’s voice — especially when it comes to its role as anti-corruption watchdog.
Preliminary enquiries, FIR, cases, chargesheets, all are filed, dropped, put on hold depend-
ing on who is in power and what they want. The current confrontation strengthens the
perception that states in opposition see the Centre as weaponising the agency to keep
the heat on Opposition-led governments.

That doesn’t help the agency. More so, when despite Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s
refrain of “cooperative federalism”, Centre-state relations have been on a downward spi-
ral. The Uddhav Thackeray government’s decision on the CBI seems to be driven by the
suspicion that the agency may take over a case regarding the manipulation of TV viewer-
ship figures that the state police is investigating. A day earlier, the CBI had, quietly, taken
over a similar case in UP. Previously, the CBI had taken over the Sushant Singh Rajput in-
vestigation from Maharashtra police on a plea by the NDA government in Bihar. To ensure
due process, the courts, of course, can and should ignore the state government’s reserva-
tion and order the agency to investigate a case. However, when the Centre and the state play
tug-of-war with the investigation, it diminishes the credibility and authority of the CBI.

And yet, the CBI remains the first port of call for governments to signal that they
favour a fair probe insulated from politics that may hobble the local police. This is the
agency'’s strength and it needs to leverage it. For, the onus of ensuring the CBI's repu-
tation is primarily on the CBI — helped by an independent judiciary — since there will
be no incentive for the political executive to ensure that. The Supreme Court’s terms on
the director’s appointment — by including the Opposition in the selection panel and fix-
ing terms — has brought some reform but much more needs to be done. In the end, it
is up to the parrot to decide what kind of a cage it has been put in — and whose tune it
should sing.

HEAT FROM WASHINGTON

Despite contrasting views of fossil-fuel use in US, both Trump
and Biden are a challenge to Delhi’s climate change standpoint

HE MORE RESTRAINED debate on Thursday night (Friday morning India

time), in contrast to the rude and contentious first one, between President

Donald Trump and his challenger, Jo Biden, may not move the needle too

much in the US presidential election campaign — millions have already

voted and most seem to have made up their minds. Although the race has
tightened in the last few days, Biden still holds a relatively comfortable lead. But the de-
bate is of interest to the rest of the world, for its focus, though limited, was on foreign pol-
icy. The arguments generated some heat but did not shed much light on where the next
administration’s policies might be headed. But there was one exception — climate change,
on which the two leaders offered radically different approaches to addressing the chal-
lenges of global warming,

Trump’s comments on India’s “filthy air” came with reference to the 2015 Paris Accord
that sought to limit global temperature rise to below two degrees centigrade. Trump,
who walked out of the accord, has said is unfair to the US and that he is not willing to pay
the costs of mitigation while countries such as India, China and Russia continue to pol-
lute. Biden and the Democrats, in contrast, promise to re-join the pact — they believe cli-
mate change is the single most important threat to humanity and needs to be addressed
urgently. In the last four years, Trump has gutted most of the regulations on fossil fuel
use, instituted over the last two decades, in the name of economic growth and job creation.
The Democrats say the phasing out of fossil fuels will help America transition to a green
economy, which will create jobs as well as save the planet.

This debate has significant implications for India. If he returns to power, Trump will
continue to demand that India take a greater share of the burden of mitigating climate
change. The Democrats are likely to arrive at the same conclusion through a different
route — by imposing environmental standards on trade issues as well as developmental
lending. The Narendra Modi government has taken a positive approach to mitigating cli-
mate change and expanding India’s investment in renewable energy. However, Delhi’s re-
luctance to abandon coal will come under pressure from the Democrats. Meanwhile, an-
ticipating pressure from a Biden presidency on climate change, China is offering serious
negotiations. In India, the government is yet to take international ramifications of the air
pollution challenge seriously. Delhi may have to take a fresh look at its energy-mix, and
prepare for a new round of international political battles on limiting global warming.

SIR GEOFF’S SULK

The difficulty of saying goodbye when you are
white, male and 80

T'S HARD NOT to like Sir Geoffrey Boycott, innit? That quaint Yorkshire accent,
that intolerance to “roobbish”, that unapologetic straight-speak, that allergy to
political correctness. But guess what’s immensely harder? To gracefully depart,
to know your time is up, to make way for the new — especially if you are white,
male and 80. That explains why, four months after he retired from the BBC's Test
Match Special (TMS) radio commentary team, Boycott’s being a bit of an old uncle.

Inan interview to the Daily Telegraph, he has blamed his departure not on being vul-
nerable to COVID-19 but a new BBC fad of choosing “equality over quality”. A few months
ago, he had darkly prophesied that no woman cricketer could replace him at TMS be-
cause she didn’t have the experience of the “power and pace” of the real thing — men’s
cricket, stupid! A bit rich considering we are talking cricket,and TMS — a British institu-
tion where listeners power their beloved (mostly white) commentators with generous
gifts of cakes and scones.

The astonishing thing about Sir Geoffrey’s sulk is that it’s not a woman who has re-
placed him, but two white men, Alistair Cook and James Anderson. His jibe appears to be
aimed at Isa Guha, an Indian-origin woman cricketer who has worked with the BBC for
adecade. In the past, when reminded of his conviction for domestic violence in France,
Boycott has famously said, “I don’t give a toss”. He does give a toss, however, for the old
order in which white knights never had to reckon with change. That time’s up, and so he
hits out at the one thing that doesn’t belong to his Neanderthal era: Women of colour in
aBBCbox. Let’s just say: This is not quite cricket.
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Riders to the sea
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democracies with a maritime security charter

Time has come for an Indo-Pacific Concord of regional

ARUN PRAKASH

NAVIES ARE, INDEED, fortunate in that, un-
like armies and air forces, they have many
roles to play, even in peacetime. This was
driven home by Soviet Admiral Sergei
Gorshkov, many years ago, when he said,
“Demonstrative actions by the fleet, in many
cases, have made it possible to achieve polit-
ical ends without resorting to armed action,
by merely putting pressure... Thus, the navy
has always been an instrument of policy and
animportant aid to diplomacy in peacetime.”
This unique attribute of navies enables their
use in support of foreign policy objectives, to
deliver messages of reassurance to friends
and of deterrence or coercion to adversaries.

The fact that it has taken a border con-
frontation in the Himalayas to bring focus on
India’s maritime domain clearly indicates that
the salience of maritime power is not yet un-
derstood in India. The stark reality is that
given the huge economic, military and tech-
nological asymmetry between China and
India, and the active China-Pakistan nexus,
the best that India can hope for is a stalemate
onits northern and western fronts. Attention
has, therefore, been focused on the maritime
domain, where it is believed that India may
have some cards to play.

This is the lens through which one must
see the progressive evolution of Exercise
“Malabar”, from a bilateral event involving
just the Indian and US navies, to a tri-lateral
that embraced Japan in 2015, and now to a
four-cornered naval drill that will also include
Australia. Apart from its geo-political signifi-
cance for the Indo-Pacific, this development
poses two conundrums. Firstly, given the
same composition, what is the distinction,
now, between “Malabar” and the “Quad”?
Secondly, if Malabar 1992, was emblematic
of India’s emergence fromiits chrysalis of non-
alignment, does Malabar 2020 mark the re-
lease of Australia from China’s thralldom?

China’s extreme concern about Malabar
as well as the Quad arises from the suspicion
that they are precursors to “containment” —
America’s Cold War geopolitical strategy
which eventually brought about the collapse
of the USSR. China’s intimidatory conduct has
aroused trepidation amongst Quad mem-

Using the Quad and Malabar
templates, a shore-based
secretariat can be established
in a central location like Port
Blair, in the Andaman
Islands, which would
schedule and conduct
periodic multinational naval
exercises. The exercises
could be structured to hone
the skills of participating
navies in specialisations like
humanitarian assistance and
disaster relief, countering
non-traditional threats,
undertaking search-and-
rescue operations and
establishing networked
maritime domain awareness.
The Concord could also
designate forces to uphold
maritime security or ‘good
order at sea’

bers, and marked caginess has been evident
in their actions and articulations. For India,
which faces a massive Chinese military mo-
bilisation on its borders,accompanied by bla-
tant territorial claims, the time for ambiva-
lence is over. While preparing to fight its own
battles with determination, it is time for India
to seek external balancing — best done viathe
maritime domain.

While Malabar is the code name given to
a naval exercise, the Quadrilateral Security
Dialogue or Quad has its roots in the Core
Group of four senior diplomats representing
the US, India, Japan and Australia, formed to
coordinate relief efforts after the Great Asian
Tsunami of December 26, 2004. Hailing it as
“a new style of diplomacy”, its US member,
Marc Grossman, says “...it was an organisa-
tion that never met... neverissued acommu-
niqué, never created a secretariat, and took
as one of its successes, its own demise.”

The present Quad has obviously retained
this tradition and its members have neither
created a charter nor invested it with any sub-
stance, leading Chinato describeitasa “head-
line grabbing idea which will dissipate like
sea-foam”. The Quad is 16 years old now, and
Malabar 28. Both have served a useful pur-
pose, and a reappraisal of the roles and rela-
tionship of the Quad-Malabar concepts is,
therefore, overdue. Since it is India which
faces a “clear and present danger”, it should
boldly take the initiative to do so.

Given China’s ambitious Belt and Road
Initiative and its predicted trajectory as an
economic and military superpower, itis clear
that no nation would like to burn its bridges
with Beijing. At the same time, in order to rein
in China’s hegemonic urges, there is need for
affected nations to come together to show
their solidarity and determination in a com-
mon cause. In this context, there is need to
create a broad-based “Indo-Pacific Concord”,
of like-minded regional democracies, not as
an “Asian NATO” but as an organisation with
amaritime security charter, which has no of-
fensive or provocative connotations.

Using the Quad and Malabar templates, a
shore-based secretariat can be established in
a central location like Port Blair, in the

Andaman Islands, which would schedule and
conduct periodic multinational naval exer-
cises. The exercises could be structured to
hone the skills of participating navies in spe-
cialisations like humanitarian assistance and
disaster relief, countering non-traditional
threats, undertaking search-and-rescue oper-
ations and establishing networked maritime
domain awareness. The Concord could also
designate forces to uphold maritime security
or “good order at sea”.

Returning to the current context of Quad,
there are muted expressions of satisfaction
in New Delhi on two counts — the prospect
of Australia belatedly joining the Quad and of
India signing the BECA (Basic Exchange and
Cooperation Agreement) with the US. These
are expected to reinforce the Quad and en-
hanceits credibility, but there are reasons for
India to be circumspect in both cases.

While Australia’s admission to the Quad
is to be welcomed, memories are still alive
of its past political ambivalence towards
India, its trenchant criticism of our naval
expansion and its vociferous condemnation
of the 1998 nuclear tests. Nor should one
overlook Beijing’s recent influence on
Australia’s foreign policy, which prompted
its flip-flops over the sale of uranium to India
as well as its peremptory withdrawal from
the Quad in 2008.

The signing of BECA, last of the four
“foundational agreements”, after more than
two decades of negotiations, would elimi-
nate a source of frustration in the Indo-US
defence relationship and enhance interop-
erability between the respective militaries.
However, there is need to pay heed to valid
concerns, regarding the possible compro-
mise of information impinging on India’s se-
curity and whether these agreements will
barter away the last vestiges of India’s strate-
gic autonomy.

To conclude, Indians, given our history,
should never lose sight of the truism in inter-
national relations, that it is the unerring pur-
suit of national interests that guides the ac-
tions and policies of every nation.

The writer is a retired chief of naval staff
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TWO-FRONT CHALLENGE

Struggling on eastern, western borders, Pakistan has hit a spot of political turbulence

KHALED AHMED

ON OCTOBER 15, terrorist attacks in south-
ern Balochistan and Waziristan killed 20
Pakistani troops, including an officer. In
Waziristan, of the former Tribal Areas, the
Pakistani troops were guarding the frontier
with Afghanistan. In Balochistan, a convoy of
the Oil and Gas Development Company
Limited (OGDCL) was attacked by terrorists
who were killed by the Pakistani security
forces. Add to this regular aggression on the
western border, and the daily routine of
cross-Line of Control (LOC) rocket-fire on the
eastern border with India, and you have a
pincer of assaults on a state that is currently
proving to be politically unstable too.

The following day, the Pakistan
Democratic Movement (PDM) held its
“mammoth” rally in Gujranwala, demand-
ing the removal of the Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) government of Prime Minister
Imran Khan. Gujranwala is a stronghold of
Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PMLN),
whose leader Nawaz Sharif is in exile in the
UK, convicted at home of corruption and
money-laundering. Gujranwala, like most
cities in Pakistan, hates PM Khan for the rise
in food prices, thanks to the government’s
incompetence. The procession of the grand
opposition, from Lahore to Gujranwala — led
by Sharif's daughter Maryam — has become
popular because of Khan’s incompetence at
controlling price rise.

Imran Khan'’s popularity has sagged be-
cause sugar and wheat shortages brought
pressure on a population already haunted by
the coronavirus pandemic, floods and locust

Corruption has always been
the main flaw of a state made
unstable by its unrealistic
revisionism. Imran Khan
has added to that an
abysmally low-grade political
discourse. What takes place
on the TV screens of
Pakistan, when the hired
hands go at each other’s
throat, is also at times seen
on Indian TV channels.
‘What is needed in the region
is a normalisation of
relations between the two
nuclearised states attacked
by a pandemic that may not
go away for a long time

attacks. His habit of using a language of vio-
lence against an opposition, which every-
body agrees was most corrupt when in
power, has not helped. Yet, the question of
rough language will remain at the root of the
decline in his popularity. The political dis-
course in Pakistan is set low because of the
savage vocabulary used against each other
by its politicians.

Pakistan was supposed to be a “revision-
ist” state on its eastern and western borders.
It challenged the “occupation” of Kashmir by
India and used covert war and “jihad” against
India for years to the point that in 2020, not
asingle politician in India will speak in favour
of “normalisation” with Pakistan. This was
once, ironically, mooted by a BJP leader — the
great statesman, Atal Bihari Vajpayee. The
other side of the “pincer” is the western bor-
der called the Durand Line, which Pakistan
is in the process of wire-fencing to prevent
cross-border terrorism in “sensitive areas”.

The conflict with India has taken a more
ugly turn under the BJP government of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi. On August 5,2019,
India revoked the autonomous status of
Jammu and Kashmir. It also revoked Articles
370 and 35A of the Indian Constitution. On
the Pakistan side, Imran Khan was deter-
mined to pursue a conciliatory policy to-
wards India, unconsciously reviving
Vajpayee’s “status quo” doctrine of “normal-
ising” India-Pakistan relations.
Unfortunately, Pakistan’s belated attempt to
change tack on Kashmir came too late.

On the western border, Pakistan was en-

couraged by the international community to
become a part of the world movement
against the Soviet Union and its Afghan pol-
icy.Itbegan nurturing the “non-state-actors”
of jihad and used them across both borders,
east and west. In the process, it allowed “in-
ternational terror” to base itself in Pakistan,
while fighting the Soviet-supported govern-
ments in Kabul. Two provinces of Pakistan,
Balochistan and Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa, were
sacrificed to this westward policy; but the
Tribal Areas in the north were allowed to be
literally occupied by international warriors.
Today, the Tribal Areas and Balochistan are
giving “external trouble” to Pakistan by a
mixture of foreign and indigenous elements.

Corruption has always been the main flaw
of a state made unstable by its unrealistic re-
visionism. Imran Khan has added to that an
abysmally low-grade political discourse. What
takes place on the TV screens of Pakistan,
when the hired hands of abuse go at each
other’s throat, is also at times seen on Indian
TV channels. What is needed in the region is
anormalisation of relations between the two
nuclearised states attacked by a pandemic that
may not go away for a long time. Whatever
may be wrong internally with Pakistan, it is
ready for a normal, mutually beneficial rela-
tionship with India, which will be more ben-
eficial for India’s economy, whose natural out-
reach is westward, through Pakistan and
Afghanistan, to Central Asia.

The writer is consulting editor,
Newsweek Pakistan
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BOAT MISHAP

ABOUT 100 PERSONS were feared drowned
in the Yenamaduru drain in West Godavari
when alaunch, carrying about 150 persons,
capsized in the drain this morning. Andhra
Pradesh Chief Minister T Anjaiah, who re-
turned here from a tour of the flood-rav-
aged Srikakulam district, ordered an en-
quiry into the tragedy by the collector of
West Godavari. He also announced an ex-
gratia of Rs 1,000 to be paid to each of the
bereaved families. He told newsmen on ar-
rival that the rescue operations were in full
swing. Senior revenue and police officials
have immediately rushed to the spot and
are directing the operations.

POLICE REFORM

THE CONSTITUTION OF a security commis-
sion for each state to prevent political inter-
ference in the functioning of police has been
suggested by the National Police
Commission, it is reliably learnt. The Police
Commission has identified “transfers and
suspensions” as the major political weapons
employed by politicians against those who
fail to toe their line of thinking and has sug-
gested that matters dealing with the service
conditions of policemen, right from the re-
cruitment stage, should be dealt with by the
security commission. The security commis-
sion should be a statutory body with a chair-
man and six members. The chairman should

New Delhi

be the minister in charge of the police. Of the
six members, two should be from the state
legislature, one from the ruling party and the
other from the opposition party. The two leg-
islators should be appointed on the advice
of the Speaker of the legislative assembly.

KoOSYGIN RESIGNS

SOVIET PRIME MINISTER Alexei Kosygin,
who suffered a heart attack a year ago, has
resigned, it was announced in Moscow by
President Leonid Brezhnev to a session of the
Supreme Soviet, the country’s parliament.
He said the 78-year-old Kosygin would be re-
placed by Nikolai Tikhonov, 75, currently first
deputy prime minister.
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“If a genuine peace agreement is to work, all of Afghanistan’s neighbours, regional

powers as well as global actors must

pledge not to interfere in the country’s

internal matters, and leave the Afghans to chart out a peaceful future for their

battle-scarred motherland.”

—DAWN

LLockdowns don’t work

Lockdowns were an unnatural experiment and, around the world, they have not worked in achieving

their major health objective of less infections or slower pace of infections

SURJIT S BHALLA

IT IS NOW slightly more than 300 days since
COVID-19 exploded on an unsuspecting and
unprepared world. The second wave is upon
us and we are again faced with Lenin’s exis-
tential but practical question: “Whatis to be
done?” The previous time around, in mid-
March, epidemiological experts advised who-
ever was willing to listen, and the world did
listen with rapt attention, that schools, busi-
nesses, etc. should close shop and the virus
will be contained.

January 22 was the first unnatural ex-
periment — Wuhan, China entered into a
lockdown. On March 10, Italy went into a
lockdown, and, over the next month, the
world followed.

On the advice of experts, the world con-
fronted the virus in an unprecedented man-
ner — closures of schools and workplaces and
lockdowns became commonplace. The effec-
tiveness, or lack thereof, of lockdowns in con-
taining the spread of the virus is examined in
a detailed paper entitled, “Lockdowns vs.
COVID19: Covid Wins”, a preliminary version
of which is available on my website
ssbhalla.org. Herewith, some highlights about
the lockdown crisis that deserve mention.

WHO director Tedros Adhanom said as
early as March 11 that history does not have
a precedent for controlling a pandemic. Yet,
lockdowns were recommended. By end
March, 170 countries had closed their bor-
ders, 140 countries had several WHO contain-
ment measures, as compiled by OXGRT (bor-
der closures, restrictions on gatherings, etc)
in place, and there were 8,81,000 COVID-19
cases and 43,000 deaths. With lockdowns,
cases were expected to reach their terminal
level, perhaps, 10 times higher at 8.8 million?
Today, cases are 40 times, and deaths 24 times
higher. This has occurred during the mostin-
tense period of lockdowns and controls
around the world. These are not statistics
about even partial success; rather, indicators
of massive failure.

The world has gone through many pan-
demics since the Spanish Flu of 1918. In the six
month October 1957-March 1958 period, ex-
cessdeaths in the US numbered 62,000.In the
three-month February-April period in 1963,
excess deaths numbered 57,000.In these two
instances, excess deaths were 36 and 30 per
cent higher than “normal”. In the US, at the
peak of the crisis March-May, excess deaths
were 1,22,300 and COVID-19 deaths around
9,50,00. Expected deaths —around 6,60,000,
so excess deaths about 18 per cent. Eighteen
per cent too many deaths, but what did the
US do to confront the nearly double excess
death crisis in both 1957-58 and 1963?

Itdid absolutely nothing, It is worth quot-
ing a paper by David Henderson and his col-
leagues, published in 2009 — Public Health
and Medical Responses to the 1957-58 Influenza
Epidemic. The late Dr Henderson had a major
responsibility for setting up the CDCinfluenza
surveillance programme in the US: His
stature as an authority was similar to Anthony
Fauci today. The paper explicitly rejects even
partial lockdowns and states:

“The 1957-58 pandemic was such a rapidly

spreading disease that it became quickly appar-
ent to US health officials that efforts to stop or
slow its spread were futile. Thus, no efforts
were made to quarantine individuals or
groups, and a deliberate decision was made
not to cancel or postpone large meetings such
as conferences, church gatherings, or athletic
events for the purpose of reducing transmis-
sion.” (Public Health and Medical Responses.., p.
7,emphasis added)

More evidence against the unexpected
and unprecedented world and WHO re-
sponse to the crisis in 2020 s provided in this
91-page 2019 WHO report entitled “Non-
pharmaceutical public health measures for
mitigating the risk and impact of epidemic
and pandemic influenza”. The word “lock-
down” (one form of a non-pharmaceutical
intervention or NPI) does not appear in this
report. Nor does the WHO report even rec-
ommend masks (a favourite 2020 NPI)in case
of an epidemic, though it does advocate their
use for symptomatic individuals.

On the effect of NPIs, the report stated:
“The evidence base on the effectiveness of
NPIs in community settings is limited, and
the overall quality of evidence was very low
for most interventions. There have been a
number of high-quality randomised con-
trolled trials (RCTs) demonstrating that
personal protective measures such as hand
hygiene and face masks have, at best, a
small effect on influenza transmission, al-
though higher compliance in a severe pan-
demic might improve effectiveness” (em-
phasis added). Yet, for COVID-19, NPIs were
recommended in bundles by WHO and
other experts.

Asis universally acknowledged, the WHO
is the apex body for advice and guidance for
health problems. It houses leading epidemi-
ological experts and before COVID, they were
advocating policies reminiscent of earlier
confrontations with viruses.

Given this history, it remains a mystery as
towhy the world entered into alockdown. In
my paper, I report the result of various stud-
ies on the effectiveness of lockdowns; except
for a few, most of these studies report that the
lockdowns were highly successful in saving
hundreds of thousands of lives. Since the av-
erage death rate from COVID is 2.5 per cent,
these results imply that somewhere between
10 to 20 million less infections resulted from
this unnatural experiment.

Examination of the contradiction between
the observed reality of 40 million cases, and
the experimental reality of lockdown research,
is the purpose of my above-mentioned pa-
per.We replicate the variety of tests available
inthe literature and add the following impor-

Given this history, it remains
amystery as to why the
world entered into a
lockdown. In my paper, I
report the result of various
studies on the effectiveness
of lockdowns; except for a
few, most of these studies
report that the lockdowns
were highly successful in
saving hundreds of
thousands of lives. Since the
average death rate from
COVID is 2.5 per cent, these
results imply that
somewhere between 10

to 20 million less infections
resulted from this
unnatural experiment

CR Sasikumar

tant test of lockdowns — a before-and-after
comparison for over 150 countries, and for
one, two, and three months from the date of
lockdowns. No matter what the test, the dom-
inant result is that not only lockdowns were
not effective, but that, in a large majority of
cases, lockdowns were counter-productive i.e.
led to more infections, and deaths, than would
have been the case with no lockdowns. My
analysis stops in end-July and, therefore, ig-
nores the post-July second wave of infections.
If these data are included, the fate of lock-
downs would be a lot worse.

My analysis makes a small contribution
towards documenting what did not work.
Unfortunately, there are no answers to the
question of what would have worked in con-
fronting a virus without a vaccine. Note that
in the late 1950s, influenza vaccines were
available in the US and yet excess deaths were
higher than the 2020 episode of no vaccine.

Itis notas if no scientist forecast that lock-
downs would be a disaster. Sweden, for one,
followed the herd-immunity approach, the
same approach that was followed by the US
(and all other nations) in all previous epi-
demics. An epidemic s like an earthquake —
it hits you hard, and then you do the best you
can, and live with it.

JohnIoannidis, professor of medicine at
Stanford University, has shouted himself
hoarse against the advocates of lockdown.
In a short piece (with colleagues, entitled
‘Forecasting for COVID-19 has failed’), they
write: “Failure in epidemic forecasting is an
old problem. In fact, it is surprising that epi-
demic forecasting has retained much cred-
ibility among decision-makers, given its du-
bious track record. Modelling for swine flu
predicted 3,100-65,000 deaths in the UK...
Eventually only 457 deaths occurred.”
Another example of prediction failure: Up
to 10 million animals were slaughtered be-
cause 1,50,000 deaths were expected from
foot-and-mouth disease — eventually only
50 deaths occurred.

Itis likely that post-COVID, epidemiolog-
ical experts will suffer a worse fate than econ-
omists did after their Waterloo in 2008.In the
iconic movie Jerry Maguire, a talented player
asks his agent to “show him the money” in
order to retain the contract to manage him.
The world is now asking the lockdown ex-
perts — show me the evidence.

The writer is executive director, IMF,
representing India, Sri Lanka, Bangladesh
and Bhutan. The views expressed are those of
the author and do not necessarily represent
the views of the IMF, its Executive Board, or
IMF management

A leader for di

ficult times

G20, under Saudi Arabia’s presidency, is working towards a more resilient world

SAUD BIN MOHAMMED AL-SATI

RELATIONS BETWEEN THE Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia and the Republic of India are rooted in
history, mutual trust and bilateral cooperation
that has withstood the test of time. Our two
nations have shared trade and cultural links
dating back to the third millennium BCE.
Today, these foundations remain as strong as
ever. These historic bonds were further rein-
forced during HRH Crown Prince Mohammed
bin Salman’s first state visit to New Delhi in
February 2019. The visit paved the way for un-
paralleled decisions, heralding a new dawn for
the ties between our two formidable
economies. With Saudi Arabia’s G20 presi-
dency, we are at the cusp of another transfor-
mation in our strategic cooperation, one that
will reap benefits for the global community.
Mutual respect and continued interna-
tional cooperation are values at the heart of
the Saudi G20 presidency —a presidency that
has coincided with a delicate global period and
thatis determined to lead global actions to ad-
dress the common global challenges. Across
the world, the COVID-19 pandemic has
brought innumerable challenges to families
and communities. It has plunged the global
economy into one of the worst recessions in
decades, exacerbating existing gaps.
Asmajor global economies, the G20 mem-
ber countries have a responsibility to lead col-
lective action for a coordinated global response
to the ongoing crisis. Saudi Arabia’s presidency

is up to this task. Having proved its mettle in
dealing with social and economic hurdles back
home throughits transformative Vision 2030,
the Kingdom now has an opportunity to repli-
cate this forward-looking approach onaglobal
scale. Not only has Saudi Arabia been ranked
the top reformed and top improver among 190
countries by the World Bank’s Women,
Business and the Law 2020 report, itis also the
most improved country in the world for do-
ing business, having implemented a record
number of reforms.

It is with this intent of all-inclusive pros-
perity that the Saudi G20 Presidency is seeking
to deepen global cooperation with the theme
of “Realising Opportunities of the 21st Century
for All”. The Presidency is working with G20
members on three essential pillars which are
vital to the world’s progress: Empowering peo-
ple with a focus on youth and women, and
tackling inequalities; safeguarding the planet
by fostering collective efforts to protect our
natural resources and putting sustainability at
the heart of the agenda; and, finally, shaping
new frontiers by adopting long-term and bold
strategies to share the benefits of innovation
and technological advancement to build a re-
silient future for the world.

The Saudi G20 Presidency believes that
everyone, especially women, should have
the required access and tools to take advan-
tages of the opportunities ahead of us. The

Private Sector Alliance for the
Empowerment and Progression of Women'’s
Economic Representation (EMPOWER), a fo-
rum constituted by G20, is developing anac-
tion plan to identify key focus areas and con-
duct global research to advocate for the
advancement of women in leadership posi-
tions in the private sector.

The use of innovation and technological
advancements to shape new frontiers, such as
deploying artificial intelligence to improve
health outcomes and the education system,
has been at the forefront of discussions and
has found unequivocal relevance as the world
grapples with an unforeseen pandemic.

Under Saudi Arabia’s presidency, G20 has
beenresilient and spearheaded global action
needed to deal with the pandemic. The G20
Leaders’ Summit held in March was instru-
mental in developing a consensus among
G20 countries to contain the spread of the
pandemic and laid a foundation to the subse-
quent G20 ministerial meetings. A landmark
outcome of these deliberations was the G20
finance ministers and central bank governors
agreeing to the historic Debt Suspension
Service Initiative for the world’s poorest
countries. This benefitted 46 countries, pro-
viding an estimated $14 billion of immediate
liquidity relief by the bilateral official creditor
in 2020. The G20 is also working with inter-
national organisations to complement these

efforts, including multilateral development
banks, who are planning to commit $75 bil-
lion for DSSI-eligible countries between
April-December 2020, part of their $230 bil-
lion commitment for emerging and low-in-
come countries as a response to the pan-
demic. Together, G20 countries have
contributed over $21 billion to support health
systems and the hunt for a vaccine and in-
jected an unprecedented $11 trillion to safe-
guard the global economy.

We see India as an important partner in
this journey to ensure a better tomorrow for
all. India is carrying out ambitious reforms
to modernise the country. As leading
economies, Saudi Arabia and India can leave
a mark on the global community through
synergies and contribute to the roadmap for
a prosperous future for all.

Hosting the Presidency of G20 this year
marks a historic step for Saudi Arabia. Many
more battles and uncharted paths lie in front
of us and we are determined to work closely
with the government and people of India, who
share the same sense of responsibility towards
the global community. As India prepares to
hold the Presidency in 2022, we are certain
that this mutual counsel will help us realise
opportunities of the 21st century for all.

The writer is the ambassador of the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia to India

Freeing t

he farmer

Farmers’ Produce Trading and Commerce Act
only threatens rent-seeking by APMC
mandis under the cover of regulation

RAMESH CHAND

THE DEBATE ON the Farmers’ Produce
Trading and Commerce Act 2020 (FPTCAct)
has seen some misinformation and qualms
among stakeholders, especially farmers in
some states. It is imperative to understand
the background and intentions underlying
the new farm laws and put their implica-
tions and scope in perspective rather than
being guided by the imaginary, ideological
and vested narratives.

From the 1960s, there have been con-
certed efforts to bring all wholesale mar-
kets for agricultural produce in various
states under the Agriculture Produce
Market Regulation (APMC) acts. All states,
except Kerala, Jammu and Kashmir and
Manipur, enacted such laws. The APMC Acts
mandated that the sale/purchase of agri-
cultural commodities is carried out in a
specified market area, and, producer-sell-
ers or traders pay the requisite market fee,
user charges, levies and commissions for
the commission agents (arhtiyas). These
charges were levied irrespective of whether
the sale took place inside APMC premises
oroutside it and the charges varied widely
across states and commodities.

Inthe initial years, APMCacts helped re-
move malpractices and freed the farmers
from the exploitative power of middlemen
and mercantile capital.

The golden period for APMC markets
lasted till around 1991. With time, there was
apalpablelossin growthin market facilities
and by 2006, it had declined to less than one-
fourth of the growth in crop output after
which there was no further growth. This in-
creased the woes of Indian farmers as mar-
ket facilities did not keep pace with the in-
crease inoutput and regulation did not allow
farmers to sell outside APMC markets. The
farmers were left with no choice but to seek
the help of middlemen. Due to poor market
infrastructure, more produce is sold outside
markets than in APMC mandis. The net re-
sult was a system of interlocked transactions
thatrobs farmers of their choice to decide to
whom and where to sell, subjecting them to
exploitation by middlemen.

Over time, APMC markets have been
turned from infrastructure services to a
source of revenue generation. In several
states, commission charges were increased
without any improvement in the services.
And to avoid any protests from farmers
against these high charges, most of these
were required to be paid by buyers like the
FCI. In Haryana and Punjab, mandi fees and
rural development charges for wheat and
non-basmatirice purchased by FCl are four to
six times the charges for basmati rice pur-
chased by private players. This not only re-
sultsinaheavy burden on the Centre but also
increases the logistics cost for domestic pro-
duce and reduces trade competitiveness.

These drawbacks were recognised by
experts and stakeholders and pressure

started mounting for changes in market reg-
ulations. Successive governments at the
Centre made repeated attempts to persuade
the states to make appropriate changes in
their APMC acts. But for 18 long years, the
progress inreforms remained slow. The only
choice for the Union government was either
toignore its responsibility towards farmers
or use the constitutional route to address
long-pending issues of market reforms.

The FPTC Act gives farmers the freedom
to sell and buy farm produce at any place in
the country — in APMC markets or outside
the mandated area — to any trader, like the
sale of milk. The Actalso allows transactions
on electronic platforms to promote e-com-
merce in agriculture trade.

The effect of the FPTC Act on APMC man-
dis will depend on the treatment meted out
to the mandis and the charges and levies
therein. Out of the 25 states with APMCacts,
no commission is levied under the Act on
notified crops in 12 states. Service charges
like mandi fees on major crops in these states
vary from zero per cent to one per cent in
nine states and it is two per cent in Madhya
Pradesh and Tripura. There is no threat from
the FPTC Act to APMCmandis and their busi-
ness in these states as private traders and
sellers will get benefits commensurate with
the mandi charges.

The second category of states — Andhra
Pradesh, Himachal Pradesh, Maharashtra
and Telangana — is where service charge for
mandis is one per cent of the value of pro-
duce and commission varies from one to
two per cent. Uttarakhand also comes in this
category. Karnataka follows these states
closely, with total charges at 3.5 per cent.
These states can easily bring down mandi
charges to 2 per cent or less.

The third set of states includes Punjab,
Haryana, Rajasthan, Gujarat, Arunachal
Pradesh, West Bengal and Uttar Pradesh,
where the total charges, including commis-
sion, varies from five to 8.5 per cent, the high-
est being in Punjab followed by Haryana.
Punjab and Haryana will not face any chal-
lenge from sale outside of mandis as long as
paddy and wheat are the dominant crops
and are procured by the government. Itisin
the long-terminterest of these states to bring
down market charges and commissions to 2
per cent or less to enable APMC mandis to
compete with sales outside their premises.

The real threat in some states to APMC
mandis and their business is from excessive
and unjustified charges levied under the
APMC acts. The FPTC Act will only put pres-
sure on APMC markets to become compet-
itive. Discussion with mandi officials reveals
thatamaximum 1.5 per cent of total charges,
distributed between market fee and com-
mission, are adequate to maintain and run
mandis. This will not wean away traders
from APMC markets as they will receive the
benefits of mandi infrastructure, bulk pro-
duce available in one place and save costs
required for individual transactions outside
the market. The states which are actually in-
terested in farmers’ welfare should keep
mandi charges below a reasonable level of
1.5 per cent. This will ensure the co-existence
of APMC mandis and private channels per-
mitted under the new Actin a true compet-
itive spirit.

The writer is member, Niti Aayog.
Views are personal

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

‘WORST JUMLA
THISREFERS TO the editorial, The wrong
dose’ (IE, October 23). Of all the freebies
offered by political parties during elec-
tions, the promise of a free corona vac-
cine by the BJP to Bihar’s electorate is the
most opportunistic and dim-witted.
Aware that such a selective benefit will
be thrashed by the courts on grounds of
unnatural division, it has tried to play on
the emotions of people. Besides, going
by the growing awareness about the im-
practicability of application of election
jumlas voters of Bihar are unlikely to
be swayed.

Y G Chouksey, Pune

THISREFERS TO the editorial, The wrong
dose’(IE, October 23). The vaccine prom-
ise may be a self-serving desperate bid
for a party to win the election, but it re-
flects cynicism because until now Bihar
has fallen short of complying with the na-
tional guidelines of COVID-19 manage-
ment. The promise is also at odds with
the national vaccine policy of priority al-
location to frontline health workers,and
people with co-morbidities.
LRMurmu, Delhi

OPEN TO CHANGE

THISREFERS TO the editorial, ‘A question
of survival’ (IE, October 22) Reforms in
agriculture were long overdue given the
sorry state of our farmers. Unfortunately,
the protests against themare patchyand
ignore small farmers. It is only well-off
farmers who've made fortunes, espe-
cially in Punjab and Haryana. The farm
bills could indeed do better but the fear
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that MSPs will be hit certainly is un-
founded. We must march forward and
be open to change.

Garima Tanwar, hhhh

MILLETS FOR MASSES

THIS REFERS TO the article ‘Healthy and
wise’ (IE, October 23). The institutional
support like public procurement and
marketing for coarse grains has been any-
thing but encouraging. As aresult, the to-
talarea under millets in India has shrunk
over the years. The private sector has
been able to market millets as a premium
superfood by cultivating a niche segment
within health-conscious urban con-
sumers. The premium taghas madeitout
of bounds foralarge section of the urban
middle-class. There is a need for a cam-
paign to popularise millets.

Sudip Kumar Dey, Kolkata

New Delhi
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6-yr-old raped,
killed, body set
onfire; 2 held

ANJUAGNIHOTRICHABA
JALANDHAR, OCTOBER 23

ASIX-YEAR-OLD girl was allegedly
raped, killed and then set on fire
inavillage in Hoshiarpur district.
Police said her half-burnt body
was discovered on Wednesday
evening. She was cremated on
Friday amid tight security.

A 21-year-old youth and his
grandfather have beenarrested in
connection with the case. The vic-
tim’s body was found in their
house, said police.

The duo were booked on
charges of murder, rape and other
relevant sections of the IPC, rele-
vant sections of the POCSO Act as
well as provisions of the
Scheduled Caste and Scheduled
Tribe (Prevention of Atrocities)
Act, 1989, police said. The grandfa-
ther has also been booked for al-
legedly helping erase evidence.
Medical reports of the duo are
awaited, police said.

On Friday, Chief Minister
Amarinder Singh directed the
state’s DGP to conduct a swift in-
vestigationin the case. “Extremely
sad and shocking incident of rape
& murder of 6-year-old in
Hoshiarpur. Though police have
arrested the accused, I have di-
rected DGP to ensure proper in-
vestigation & that challan is pre-
sented speedily. Call for fast trial &
exemplary punishment to the
guilty by the court,” he tweeted.

LUDHIANA WOMAN
RAPEDIN CAR, 2 HELD

Ludhiana: A 30-year old
woman was allegedly raped
in a moving car in Ludhiana
in the intervening night of
Wednesday and Thursday,
police said. The woman said
in her complaint that she
was invited by afriend to cel-
ebrate the birthday of his ac-
quaintance. She said she was
pushed into a car and raped
by the acquaintance while
her friend drove drove the
vehicle. She was then
dumped on aroad. Accused
were arrested Friday. ENS

TRACKING INDIA’S COVID CURVE

-3 CASES:
235 71,61,312

DAYSSINCE
PANDEMIC
BEGAN

TESTS:10,01,13,085 | DOUBLING RATE: 97.18%*

RECOVERED: 69,48,497
DEATHS:1,17,306

KEY STATES TOTAL SURGEIN | 7-DAYAVG | DOUBLING
TOWATCH CASES 24HOURS | GROWTH* |  TIME**
mMaharashtra |16,25,197 7,539 0.54% | 132.31
mAndhra 7,96,919 3,620 046% | 155.14
mKarnataka 7,388,551 5,778 0.84% | 86.00
mTamil Nadu 7,00,193 3,077 0.53% | 136.09
mKerala 3,69,323 7,482 2.16% 33.28

* Compounded Daily Growth Rate over last 7 days

**Calculated over 7-day growth

1.51

Deaths as a ratio of
positive cases (in %);
indicator of progress

in averting deaths

CASEFATAUTYRATIO |  POSTIVITYRATE | _DAILYIN,DALLYOUT
7 DAYS EARLIER: 7 DAYS EARLIER: DETECTED TODAY
1.52 7.99 54,366
NOW: NOW: RECOVERED TODAY:

71.75

Positives against
number tested
(in %); indicator of
the spread of disease

Data as on October 22, released by Union Ministry of Health, ICMR and states. Often daily numbers
include data from previous days. As such, trends based on daily numbers are indicative, not definitive

73,979

Becoming sick vs
recovering; more
recoveries for 14 days
may signal the peak

Thevictim’s father is amigrant
labourer. He said the 21-year-old
accused allegedly took the girl to
his home where he raped her.
Then, the manand his grandfather
allegedly killed her and tried to
burn the body, he said.

At the funeral on Friday, the
family demanded capital punish-
ment for the accused.

The government has an-
nounced a compensation of
Rs 8.25 lakh for the family. A del-
egation of Congress MLAs on
Friday handed overacheque of Rs
4 lakh to the family.Teams of the
state’s Commission for Scheduled
Castes and the Women’s
Commission also met the family.

BODY FOUND BURIED IN FIELD, SAY POLICE

UP: Two held for murder of
woman missing for a year

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW, OCTOBER 23

THEPOLICE in Unnao district have
arrested two men in connection
with the murder of a 26-year-old
woman missing since October
2019. The duo, along with a third
person, allegedly buried her body
inafield in Pandit Khera village.
One of those arrested was
identified as Suraj, whose wed-
ding to the victim, Shalu Rawat,
had been fixed. The second ac-
cused is Suraj's neighbour Sunil.
Police are now looking for Suraj’s
friend Ashok, whois on the run.
Surgj told the police that he
was in a relationship with Shalu

and their marriage had been fixed.
On October 2, Shalu came tomeet
him and allegedly started push-
ing him to marry her at the earli-
est. According to the accused, they
argued after he told her that he
would tie the knot only after his
elder brother gets married.

At the time, Sunil and Ashok
were reportedly passing through
the area. Suraj said that on his re-
quest, Sunil decided to drop him
and Shalu to Makhi. The couple
againargued in the vehicle, police
said. “In a fit of anger, Suraj killed
her,” said Ajgain SHO Santosh
Kumar.

The duo were produced in a
local court and sent to judicial cus-
tody, police said.

Police make 9th
arrest in “TRP
scam’ case

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI,OCTOBER 23

THE MUMBAI Police crime branch
on Friday arrested one more per-
son in connection with its ongo-
inginvestigationintoalleged ma-
nipulation of television rating
points (TRP), taking the total ar-
rests in the case to nine. The po-
lice have also added sections of
forgery toits FIR in the case.

Chandivli-resident Harish Patil
(45) was arrested for allegedly
helpinganaccused wanted inthe
case, the owner of a small media
house, to evade arrest, police said.
The two are friends, police
claimed.

“We have found some mone-
tary transactions between Patil
and the accused wanted in the
case. We are interrogating him to
find out where the accused is,” an
officer said.

Meanwhile, police have added
sections of forgery toits FIR in the
case. “We have found several
forged documents being used by
the accused. Accordingly, those
sections have beenadded,” an of-
ficer said.

So far, the police have made
nine arrests in the case which in-
cluded former Hansa Research
Group employees. It has also
named five channels, including
Republic TV, for allegedly paying
money to boost their TRPs.

MUMBAI

Missing for 14 days, Covid patient
found dead in hospital toilet

SAGARRAJPUT

& TABASSUM
BARNAGARWALA
MUMBAI,OCTOBER 23

THE BODY of a 27-year-old tu-
berculosis patient who had
tested positive for Covid-19 was
found in a toilet in TB Hospital,
Sewri, 14 days after he went
missing.

The body had gone unno-
ticed for 14 days even though the
block toilets are supposed to be
regularly cleaned and were be-
ing used by other patients. The
BMC has ordered a high-level in-
quiry and issued notice to atleast
40 hospital staffers who worked
in the ward.

The body was so badly de-
composed that initially, the hos-
pital could not identify the gen-
der of the person. They looked
into their records and found a
27-year-old patient, named
Suryabhan Yadav, missing from
the same ward since October 4.
“We had filed a missing report

SUSHANT SINGH RAJPUT DEATH CASE

Media highly polarised now; was
responsible in past: Bombay HC

OMKAR GOKHALE
MUMBAI, OCTOBER 23

THE BOMBAY High Court on
Friday remarked that the media
has become “highly polarised”
and that journalists were neutral
and responsible in the past.

A division bench of Chief
Justice Dipankar Dattaand Justice
Girish S Kulkarni was hearing PILs
by eight former police officers
from Maharashtra, as well as ac-
tivists, lawyers and NGOs, seeking
restraining orders against “media
trial” in the Sushant Singh Rajput
death case.

Additional Solicitor General
Anil Singh — representing CBI,
NCB and ED — said the petition-
ers’ claims that the central agen-
cies were leaking information
from the investigationinto the sui-
cideand allied cases to select me-
diawas “misconceived”.

On October 21, the HC had
sought to know from Republic TV
how its statements asking view-
erswho should be arrested in the
actor’s death case amounted toin-
vestigative journalism. It also
asked the News Broadcasters
Federation (NBF) why no suo
motuaction could beinitiated for
“irresponsible coverage” of sensi-
tive criminal cases and media trial.
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STATE BANK OF INDIA

LOCAL HEAD OFFICE, West Gandhi Maidan, Patna - 800001
TENDER NOTICE

State Bank of India, LHO, Patna, invites sealed tenders from the interested

then. But it is common for TB pa-
tients to go absconding from
hospital,” said Superintendent
Dr Lalitkumar Anande.

Yadav had come to the hos-
pital with a positive Covid-19
positive on September 30,after
being referred by a medical offi-
cial in Goregaon. A doctor from
the hospital said Yadav did not
give his proper address while
getting admitted. The hospital
has 11 Covid positive patients.
Yadav was kept on the first-floor
ward for male patients. It is sus-
pected that on October 4 he
went to the toilet and collapsed
due to breathlessness.

Hospital management said
no patient or staffer complained
of a foul smell until October 18
when award boy realised one of
the three locked cubicles was
stinking. He climbed in the next
cubicle tolook over the wall and
found alifeless form on the toilet
floor. The hospital then in-
formed police and sent the body
to KEM hospital for a post-
mortem, they said.

On October 21, the HC had sought to know from
‘Republic TV’ how its statements asking viewers
who should be arrested in the actor’s death case
amounted to investigative journalism

On Friday, the court made the
observations after advocate Ankit
LohiarepresentingZee News, one
of the respondents, maintained
that the channel was not guilty of
allegations made by the petition-
ers. He submitted a report au-
thored in 1947 by a European in-
stitute, which analysed options
between self-regulation and
statutory regulation for the media
and had suggested that there was
no need for government control.

To this, ] Datta said, “We are
ruled by the rule of law in India.
How doyou advocate that people
who go around accusing others
can find shelter of freedom of
press? Journalists back then were
responsible and neutral, now the
media is sharply polarised.”

Justice Kulkarni then asked
Lohia as to why he referred to the
1947 report, when a 1983 Law
Commission report had com-
pared the mediaregulation model
inIndia with the European coun-
tries along with other interna-
tional models and had suggested

that there was a need for checks
and balances in the functioning of
the media in India.

When Lohia responded that
the mediawas notaverse tobeing
regulated, the bench said, “This is
notaquestionofregulation. Thisis
aquestion of checks and balances.
People forget where todraw lines.
Do it within lines. You (news me-
dia) wantto criticise government,
doit. Theissueinthe present case
is that someone had died and the
allegation is you are interfering.”

Advocates Alankar Kirpekar
for India TV news and Zeeshan
Hashmi for News Nation submit-
ted that the media trial in the ac-
tor’s death is one case and hence
the court should not insist on hav-
ing statutory regulation on the
electronic media. They further
submitted that the media was
controlled by the government in
countries such as China and
Bangladesh, which resulted in low
ranking of media independence
in these countries. The court will
continue hearing on October 29.

Bombay HC directs TV Today Network to

When asked why no staff
member discovered the locked
cubicle while cleaning, Anande
said, “The toilets are cleaned
thrice in a day. Sometimes it is
occupied by patients so the
cleaner goes away. But patients
use those toilets regularly, and
should have smelt the body. We
have issued notices to all staffers
on duty in ward,” Anande said.

One of the doctor’s at the
hospital said the staff is appre-
hensive of entering the Covid-
care ward. When a missing re-
port was filed, a police official
said they also refrained from en-
tering the ward or checking the
toilets as it was a Covid ward.

Dr Harish Pathak, head of
forensic department at KEM
hospital, said Yadav died due to
natural causes.

Senior police inspector Sunil
Sohoni of RAK Marg police sta-
tion said, “We will call hospital
staffers for questioning to under-
stand how this happened. We
initiated an investigation to de-
termine if there is any foul play.”

HC restrains
Republic TV
from using
‘Newshour’

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 23
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M Sangeetha.

TAMILNADU
Employee held
forkilling trans
entrepreneur

Chennai: Two days after
the killing of a well-known
transgender entrepreneur
and activistin Coimbatore
city, the police arrested a
23-year-old man working
in her restaurant in con-
nection with the crime.
They said the accused, R
Rajesh, killed M Sangeetha,
59, after sexually harassing
her. “Initially he claimed
the murder happened
when she tried to sexually
assault him. He later ad-
mitted that he sexually ha-
rassed her and murdered
herwhen she told him she
would go to the police,”
said a senior officer prob-
ing the case. Sangeetha
wasalsothe head of atrans
association in Coimbatore
district. Police said the ac-
cused stole Rs 20,000 from
her house after the killing
and bought a phone. ENS

THE DELHI High Court on Friday
restrained Republic TV from us-
ing the trademark NEWSHOUR,,
or any other mark deceptively
similar to it, but declined to pass
any interim order to stop the use
of the tagline ‘Nation Wants to
Know’ by the channel.

The court passed the order in
a suit filed by the Bennett
Coleman & Co. Limited against
ARG Outlier Media Pvt Ltd, seek-
ingadecree of permanentinjunc-
tion against Republic TV from us-
ing the trademarkand the tagline.

Inthe suit, the Times Network
had argued that ‘THE NEW-
SHOUR'isits registered trademark
and ‘Nation Wants to Know’ was
coined by its teams.

Goswami, in reply, had ques-
tioned registration of the trade-
mark granted to Times Now, say-
ing it lacks distinctiveness, and
that the tagline has been used by
him frequently and consistently.

Court said marks like ‘Arnab
Goswami'’s Newshour’, prima fa-
cie would be deceptively similar
to the trademark. It also said that
whether ‘The Nation Wants to
Know’ was used as trademarkora
form of speech by Times Nowisan
aspect that has to be gone into af-
ter evidence is completed.

Government Registered Travels Agencies. (i) For hiring of 3 (Three) TATA
HARRIER XE NEW (Silver) (Petrol AC Car) on monthly rental basis. (ii) Forms
(Financial Bids & Technical Bids) & other details are available from 27.10.2020
to 04.11.2020 on our official website: www.sbi.co.in (under the head
Procurement news) The last date of submission of bid is 04.11.2020 (iii) Bank
reserves the right to cancel the tender at any time without assigning any
reason. For any details, please contact Liaison Deptt. On 0612-2209044.

AGM (Administration)

Mumbai: The Bombay High
Court has directed TV Today
Network Ltd to deposit with it
the Rs 5 lakh fine imposed on

deposit Rs 5 lakh fine imposed by BARC

conduct. The BARC order was
based on a showcause notice
to TV Today alleging that there
was ‘a significant abnormal
jump’ in the daily average

it by the Broadcast Audience
Research Council (BARC)in lieu
of protection from possible co-
ercive action.

Adivision bench of Justice

dence to prove allegations.
Thebench noted, “Itwillbe
open to TV Today Network
without prejudice to its rights
and contentions to deposit the

EED

DELHI JAL BOARD

NEW DELHI:05
“STOP CORONA: Wear Mask,

.

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR (REVENUE) &5
VARUNALAYA PHASE-Il, KAROL BAGH,

Follow Physical Distancing, Maintain Hand Hygiene”
NIT/RFP No. 02/DJB/DOR/Rev.(HQ)/2020-21/ dated: 23.10.2020

On behalf of Delhi Jal Board, Director (Revenue) invites online tenders for Selection of
Agencies for Online spot- reading, capturing of image of water meter, billing and distribution of
Bill & Other activities of Water/Sewer Connections under the jurisdiction of Delhi Jal Board for

amountof Rs 5 lakhas directed
by the BARC’s Disciplinary
Council in the registry of this
court. If this amount is de-
posited no coercive steps will

reach of its channels without
any distribution improvement.
It had said that the same may
be due toinfluencing the panel
households which was strictly

Nitin M Jamdar and Justice
Milind N Jadhav was hearing
TV Today’s plea against a July
31 BARC order and warning
letter imposing the fine onthe

networkandalleging “viewer-  prohibited. be taken...in the meanwhile.”
ship malpractice” and viola- Counsel for TV Today said The court will hear the case
tion of the Council’s code of ~ BARC failed to produce evi- nextonNovember5.  ENS

MAHARASHTRA
Man held for
‘killing four
siblings, rape’

Mumbai: The police Friday
arrested a 20-year-old
man who allegedly raped
a13-year-old adivasigirl at
her home before killing
her and her three siblings
in Jalgaon district. The ac-
cused allegedly entered
the house on the night of
October 15 when the par-
ents were away. He struck
the necks of the two girls
(13 and 6) and two boys
(11 and 8) withan axe, said
Jalgaon  SP  Pravin
Mundhe. The police filed
an FIR under relevant sec-
tions of POCSO Act. ENS

GUJARAT
Twomoreheld
in BJPleader
‘murder’ case

Vadodara: Dahod police
arrested two more people
from Madhya Pradesh late
onThursday in connection
with the alleged contract
killing of Jhalod councillor
and BJPleader Hiren Patel.
One of the arrested,
Balram Bhuvanyji, is the
owner of aneateryin MP'’s
Mahidpur. He allegedly fa-
cilitated the accused to
meeton hiseatery’s prem-
ises to allegedly plan the
“staged” September 27*hit
and run”. Bhuvanji also al-
legedly helped the accused
procure the SUV througha
local acquaintance, Salim
Baju Shaikhalias Kala, who
hasalsobeenarrested. ENS
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ISSUED BY P.R.O. (WATER)
Advt. No. J.S.V. 203 (2020-21)

The RFP document can be downloaded from Delhi Government e-Procurement website
(https://govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in) and DJB website (www.delhijalboard.nic.in)

Sd/-

Dy. Director Revenue (HQ)-I

& DEBTS RECOVERY TRIBUNAL,DEHRADUN

= Government of India, Ministry of Finance, (Department of Financial Services)
2" Floor, Paras Tower, Mazra. Saharanpur Road, Dehradun, UK. - 248171
PUBLICATION NOTICE
IN O.A. No. 63 OF 2020
SUMMONS UNDER SUB-SECTION (4) OF SECTION 19 OF THE RECOVERY OF DEBTS
AND BANKRUPTCY ACT, 1993, READ WITH SUB-RULE (2A) OF RULE 5 OF THE DEBT
RECOVERY TRIBUNAL(PROCEDURE) RULES, 1993 AS AMENDED FROM TIME TO TIME)
Dy. No : 435 Date : 22.10.2020

Allahabad Bank Vs M/s Biotech & Foods System Pvt. Ltd. & Ors.
6. Jaideep Singh Rathor S/o Narendra Rathor, Resident of Apartment
No. PPJ-013, DLF City, Phase-5, Park Place, Gurgaon-122001, Haryana.
Whereas the above named Applicant Bank has instituted OA No. 63 of
2020 against you for recovery of debts of Rs. 1,12,95,721/- in which
Hon'ble Tribunal was pleased to issue Summons/Notice U/s 19(4) of the
Recovery of Debts and Bankruptcy Act, 1993 and was listed before the
Hon'ble Presiding Officer on 21.10.2020.

Whereas, it has been shown to the satisfaction of the Tribunal that it is not
possible to serve you in ordinary way. Therefore, this notice is given by way
of this publication directing you to appear in person or through your duly
authorized agent or legal practitioner before the Tribunal on 03.12.2020.
Further, you are required to show cause as to why the relief(s) prayed for in
OA should not be granted and to file reply, if any, in your defence in a paper
book form in sets and produce all the documents and affidavits under
which your defence or claim for set off, counter claim, in this Tribunal
personally or through your duly authorized agent or legal practitioner
within 30 days from the date of the publication of this notice.

Take notice that in case of default of your appearance on the specified
day and time before the Tribunal, the case shall be heard and decided in
your absence.

NOTE: For appearance in person or through legal representative on the
next date of hearing through V.C., contact the Registrar on Mobile No.
95600-72676 or through e-mail on the official e-mail ID of the DRT
registrar-drtddn@gov.in, at least three days in advance along-with details
of e-mail ID as well as whatsapp enabled mobile number. So that V.C. link
could be provided in advance to participate in the hearing through V.C.
Given under my hand & seal of this Tribunal on this the 22" day of

October, 2020. By Order of Tribunal
Registrar

Debt Recovery Tribunal, Dehradun

(M) 95600-72676 (0) 0135-2720854

EXPRESSNEWS
SERVICE
JAIPUR,OCTOBER 23

ALLEGING HARASSMENT of
students enrolled under the
Right to Education Act, an
unidentified man in Sikar al-
legedly accessed computer
systems of four schools and is-
sued transfer certificates of
130 students “to teach the
schools alesson.”

In a letter sent to district
authorities, the man, identify-
ing himself as a “common
man”, claimed that he is a re-
tired government official aged
between 50 and 70 years and
isaresident of Palsanain Sikar.

He said two months ago,
he read in the news that the
government would release
RTE funds in 15 days, and
most schools got the funds.
“However, despite receiving
funds, the management of
multiple schools were trou-
bling parents of children en-
rolled under RTE, saying that

the government has not re-

New Delhi

Rajasthan man hacks
into four schools, says
not following RTE rules

leased funds and the parents
should pay up,” the letter says.

The man said he studied
the RTE rules and found that
students are entitled to free
textbooks, uniform, etc, but
the schools have been charg-
ing fees under various pre-
texts and troubling parents of
poor children, who are not
aware of the rules.

The man claimed he took
the help of acomputer expert
to gainthe school identity and
password used for accessing
the Private School Portal (PSP)
of the Rajasthan government.
He said he posed as a parent
wanting to enrol his child un-
der RTE. At the time of enrol-
ment, he allegedly recorded
the identity and password
used by the operator to login
to the PSP website.

The local association of
private educational institu-
tions has approached the dis-
trict authorities, and Sikar’s
Ranoli police station lodged
anFIRunderrelevant sections
of  the Information
Technology Act.
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Three held for
assault, threat
on Dalit man
in Meerut

AMILBHATNAGAR
NOIDA, OCTOBER 23

THREE PEOPLE have been ar-
rested in Sikheravillage of Meerut,
in western UP, for allegedly as-
saulting and threatening a Dalit
man from the same village.
Accordingto police, the victim,
Sandeep, 32, stated that the inci-
dent took place on October 16 af-
ter he had objected to the beating
of adog. As the row escalated the
accused allegedly threatened him
and asked him toleave the village.
The FIR was registered four
days later, on October 20.
“Initially there was no com-
plaint following the incident of as-
sault. The accused were challaned
under Section 151. In the follow-
ing days, a panchayat was held
and there was pressure puton the
victim. On October 20, a com-
plaint letter was received and an
FIRwas filed immediately,” Circle
Officer, Sadar Dehat, Brijesh
Kumar said. “It also came to our
notice that the victim was being
threatened toleave the village. We
will ensure there is no migration
from the village,” Kumar said.
Three other accused persons
are absconding, the police said.

‘ANTI-RELIGIOUS TEACHINGS’, SAYS OUTFIT, WANTS “ACTION IN 24 HOURS’

ABVP seeks action against Goa
professor, many profs back her

SMITANAIR
PANAJI,OCTOBER 23

A LAW college in Panaji has ini-
tiated an inquiry through its
grievance committee against
Shilpa Singh, an assistant pro-
fessor of Political Science, after
members of ABVP, the students’
wing of RSS, complained that
she “promotes socially hateful
thoughts about a particular re-
ligion, community and group of
people”.

In a letter to VM Salgaocar
College of Law, ABVP’s Konkan
unit joint secretary Prabha Naik
has asked the college to “take ac-
tion within 24 hours”, failing
which the outfit will be “forced
to starta severe agitation against
the institution” and approach
the police.

In reply to ABVP, the college
authorities said that “it’s not pos-
sible”.

On Friday, Political Science
professors from across Goa col-
leges met online; supporting
Singh and “academic sanctity in-
sidea classroom”, they have sent
aresolution to the college to con-

sider her explanation before ar-
riving at any decision.

Singh, 31, who hasbeen given
time to respond, told The Indian
Express: “This is muzzling aca-
demic freedom. For me, doing
humanities is to shoulder some
social responsibilities, especially
being a woman. If you curtail this
freedom, it’s equivalent to me
dying.”

Confirming that the letter
was sent, ABVP's Naik said, “We
have evidence. In her lectures,
she was teaching many anti-re-
ligious things.”

Singh, however, said ABVP
members verbally conveyed
four topics which they found of-
fensive. “I was informed that
they had issues with my teach-
ings of Manusmriti and were not
comfortable bringing Rohith
Vemula, M M Kalburgi and
(Narendra) Dabholkar into my
teachings. They also objected to
my stand on beef.”

Prof MR K Prasad, one of the
three members of the grievance
committee who will now hear
Singh, said: “Thisis alaw college
and we have to follow rules. The
professor has been given a copy

of the letter and we will wait for
her response. We do not know
what has been said, and the con-
textand the background of each
thread. We will have to hear both
sides before we come to a con-
clusion.... In the letter, they have
not expressed what was anti-re-
ligion.”

Since Monday, Singh has be-
gun to record her online
classes—as they now form “evi-
dence of her style of teaching”.

The college is also probing
how virtual classroom footage
was recorded and leaked. “Only
the medium has changed.
Classroom still is the same, so is
its sanctity,” Prasad said.

On Political Science teachers
from different colleges support-
ing Singh, Prof Rahul Tripathi,
HoD, Political Science, Goa
University, said: “We came to-
gether to support the idea of a
classroom. A classroom is a sa-
cred space. What a Political
Science teacher discusses in
classroomis as per norms, which
have evolved through so many
procedures, in which many aca-
demics have contributed. A non-
expert has no local stand to what

isdiscussed inside a classroom.”

“In this particular case,”
Tripathi said, “what disap-
pointed the most was that we
did not hear a student directly
but through a third party—a po-
litically-affiliated group using a
language which is highly intim-
idating. Critical politics and con-
servative politics is taught in
classrooms all over the world.
We have a strong reason to be-
lieve that the point was not aca-
demic, and was to scare (the
teacher).”

Singh said she was teaching
120 first year LLB students
through Google Meet, and had
begun with a chapter on nature,
scope and significance of politi-
cal theory.

Singh said trouble began
when she started lectures ex-
plaining “perspective on
power”. She used reading ma-
terials of D D Kosambi, Devi
Prasad Chattopadhyay and
other scholars to explain
Manusmriti’s views on women
in a specific context, as it “used
superstitious idealism as a tool
for social control to suppress
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IMD launches guidance
system for South Asia
to tackle flash floods

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
PUNE,OCTOBER 23

THE INDIA Meteorological
Department (IMD) Friday
launched the South Asian Flash
Flood Guidance System (FFGS)
to help disaster management
teams and governments formu-
late timely evacuation plans
ahead of flooding.

India, Bhutan, Sri Lanka,
Bangladesh and Nepal will share
their hydrological and meteoro-
logical data to help forecast flash
floods. India’s National Disaster
Management Authority (NDMA)

and the Central Water
Commission, too, have part-
nered in this system.

An FFGS centre will be estab-
lished in New Delhi where
weather modelling and analysis
of rainfall data from member
countries will be carried out.

“Based on the rainfall and po-
tential flooding scenario, flash
flood warnings will be issued to
respective nations. Flash flood
threat warning will be issued 6
hours whereas flood risk warn-
ing will be issued 24 hours in ad-
vance. Warnings at watershed
level will be issued 12 hours in
advance,” said IMD director gen-
eral Mrutyunjay Mohapatra.

An estimated 80 per cent of
natural disasters in all these
countries are due to erratic
weather. “Among these, flash
floods have significant contribu-

Norobust
systemin
@ place

EXPLAINED

World Meteorological
Organisation statistics
suggest that world over,
about 5,000 people die
annually due to flash
floods. Despite such high
mortality, there is no ro-
bust forecasting or warn-
ing system for flash
floods available.

tions, which incur heavy loss of
lives and to property. In addition,
the impact over South Asia in-
creases many folds due to vary-
ing topography—mountains,
oceans, Eastern and Western
Ghats, Myanmar hills and oth-
ers,” said Mohapatra.

Ministry of Earth Sciences
Secretary M Rajeevan, who
launched the system at an online
event, said the frequency of ex-
treme rainfall events has in-
creased due to climate change,
and that South Asia is highly
prone to flash floods.

Recently, Hyderabad was
battered by heavy rain, resulting
in massive flooding that led to
the death of around 70 people.
In the following days, districts in
Maharashtra also faced intense
rainand flooding that killed over
30and damaged standing crops.

ISHRAT JAHAN ENCOUNTER CASE

Court rejects discharge
pleas of four officers

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
AHMEDABAD, OCTOBER 23

ASPECIALCBI courtin Ahmedabad, presiding over the trial of the extra-
judicial killing of Ishrat Jahan on Friday, disposed the discharge pleas
filed by four accused officers—]G Parmar, Tarun Barot, GL Singhal and
Anaju Chaudhary—withadirection to the CBI to seek sanction from the
state government to prosecute the accused officers. Of the four, JG
Parmar passed away on September 21 and hence, abated from the case.

ICAR-INDIAN VETERINARY

RESEARCH INSTITUTE
IZATANGAR -243 122, BAREILLY (U.P.)

Online/Walk-in Interview

An Online/Walk-in Interview is scheduled for engagement of
purely temporary position of one Junior Research Fellow (JRF)
under DBT project on “Developement of early pregnancy
diagnostic assay through discovery of biomarkers in cattle
and buffalo”.

Selection procedure: Candidates fulfilling essential qualifications
may submit their advance application along with CV with personal
details to singhsk2032@rediffmail.com. Eligible candidates will
be informed and called for Interview ‘Online or Walk-in’ on
03/11/2020 at 11.00 AM in Committee room of Division of
Animal Reproduction, ICAR-IVRI, Izatnagar-243 122 (UP).

For more details regarding desirable qualification, experience,
eligibility, remuneration etc. candidates may log on to Institute
website www.ivri.nic.in.

No TA/DA will be given for appearing in the interview.

0

Reliance

Industries Limited
Growth is Life

Regd. Office: 3rd Floor, Maker Chambers 1V, 222, Nariman Point, Mumbai - 400 021
Phone: 022-3555 5000 + E-mail: investor.relations@ril.com
CIN: L17110MH1973PLC019786

NOTICE

Pursuant to Regulation 29 read with Regulation 47 of the Securities and Exchange
Board of India (Listing Obligations and Disclosure Requirements) Regulations, 2015
(Listing Regulations), notice is hereby given that a meeting of the Board of Directors of
the Company is scheduled to be held on Friday, October 30, 2020 inter alia to
consider and approve the standalone and consolidated unaudited financial results of
the Company for the quarter and half-year ended September 30, 2020.

The said Notice may be accessed on the Company's website at http:/iwww.ril.com and
may also be accessed on the Stock Exchange websites at http://www.bseindia.com
and http://www.nseindia.com.

For Reliance Industries Limited
sd/-
Savithri Parekh
Joint Company Secretary and
Compliance Officer

Place : Mumbai
Date : October 22, 2020

www.ril.com

AGRA MUNICIPAL CORPORATION &

T e B

NOTICE INVITING REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL (RFP)

Sealed Applications are invited for "Selection of
consulting firm to provide advisory Services, for
design, implementation and monitoring of integrated
solid waste management system to achieve objectives
of SWM Rule-2016 and other related activities in
accordance to Swachh Bharat Mission and Swachh
Survekshan-2021 under jurisdiction of AMC." in
conformity with the Terms & Conditions of the
detailed RFP notice in a two cover system i.e.
Technical and Financial proposal from intending
applicants fulfilling the terms of eligibility laid down
in the RFP document. Please refer to Website
www.etender.up.nic.in for complete details and
downloading the document. The document shall be
available on the website from 27.10.2020. The Last
date & time of submission of proposal is 04.11.2020

till 05:00 PM. Municipal Commissioner
Agra Municipal Corporation

IshratJahan, Pranesh Pillaiand

two others who were said to be
Pakistanis—Amjad Ali Rana and
Zeeshan Johar—were killed near
Kotarpur waterworks on the out-
skirts of Ahmedabad on June 15,
2004 by officers of the
Ahmedabad Detection of Crime
Branch, then led by DG Vanzara.
The DCB had claimed the four
were operatives of Lashkar-e-Taiba
and out to kill the then Gujarat
chief minister Narendra Modi.

EMPLOYEES’ STATE INSURANCE CORPORATION
PANCHDEEP BHAVAN: C.I.G. ROAD: NEW DELHI- 110002

(A Statutory Body established under the ESI Act, 1948)

ESI Corporation invites application from Officers with outstanding
track record to the post of Additional Commissioner on deputation
(including short-term contract) basis:

HEADQUARTERS

(http://esic.nic.in)

MORE FESTIVAL SPECIAL TRAINS-2020

In order to clear extra rush of passengers during
forthcoming Festival Season, Railways have
decided to run the following additional Festival
Special Trains as per details given below:-

09803/09804 Kota-Shri Mata Vaishno Devi Katra-
Kota Express Special (Weekly)

04311/04312 Bareilly-Bhuj - Bareilly Festival

Special Express

TRAIN NO. 04311 TRAIN NO. 04312
ARR. | DEP. STATIONS ARR. | DEP.
— 06:35 Bareilly 20:35 | —
12:05 | — Bhuj I — [ 1405

Days of Run : 04311 from Bareilly on every Tuesday,
Thursday & Saturday from 27.10.2020 to 01.12.2020 and
04312 from Bhuj on every Monday, Tuesday & Thursday

AC 2 Tier, AC 3 Tier, Sleeper & &

Days of Run : 09803 from Kota on every Saturday from
24.10.2020 till further advice and 09804 from Shri Mata
Vaishno Devi Katra on every Sunday from 25.10.2020 till
further advice.

Accommodation : AC 2 Tier, AC 3 Tier, Sleeper & Second
Seating (Reserved).

Stoppages: Indargarh, Sawai Madhopur, Ganganagar City,
Hindaun City, Bayana Jn., Bharatpur Jn., Mathura Jn., Faridabad,
New Delhi, Bahadurgarh, Rohtak Jn., Jind Jn., Narwana Jn.,
Tohana, Jakhal Jn., Sangrur, Dhuri Jn., Malerkotla, Ludhiana,
Phagwara Jn., Jalandhar Cantt., Mukerian, Pathankot Cantt.,
Kathua, Jammu Tawi, & Udhampur stations.

09805/09806 Kota-Udhampur-Kota Express
Special (Weekly)

TRAIN NO. 09805 TRAIN NO. 09806
ARR. DEP. STATIONS ARR. DEP.
— 14:30 Kota 11:10 —
12:15 — Udhampur — 14:20

Days of Run : 09805 from Kota on every Wednesday from
28.10.2020 till further advice and 09806 from Udhampur on
every Thursday from 29.10.2020 till further advice.
Accommodation : AC 2 Tier, AC 3 Tier, Sleeper & & Second
Seating (Reserved).

Stoppages: Indargarh, Sawai Madhopur, Gangapur City,
Hindaun City, Bayana Jn., Bharatpur Jn., Mathura Jn.,
Faridabad, Hazrat Nizamuddin, New Delhi, Sonipat, Panipat,
Karnal, Kurukshetra, Ambala Cantt., Ludhiana Jn., Jalandhar
Cantt., Pathankot Cantt., Kathua & Jammu Tawi stations.

02183/02184 Bhopal-Partapgarh Jn.-Bhopal

Express Special (Tri-Weekly)

TRAIN NO. 02183 TRAIN NO. 02184
ARR. DEP. STATIONS ARR. DEP.
— 19:15 Bhopal 08:50 —_
09:00 — Partapgarh — 19:10

Days of Run : 02183 from Bhopal on every Tuesday,

TRAIN NO. 09803 TRAIN NO. 09804
from 26.10.2020 to 30.11.2020.
ARR. DEP. STATIONS ARR. DEP. Accommodation :
— 14:30 Kota 23:50 — Second Seating (Reserved).
14:55 |  — Y shriMataVaishno DeviKatra | — | 21:55

Stoppages: Milak, Rampur, Moradabad, Amroha, Gajraula
Jn., Hapur, Pilkhua, Ghaziabad, Delhi Jn., Delhi Sarai Rohilla,
Delhi Cantt., Palam, Gurgaon, Garhi Harsaru, Pataudi Road,
Rewari Jn., Khairtal, Alwar, Malakhera, Rajgarh, Bandikui Jn.,
Dausa, Gandhinagar Jaipur, Jaipur, Phulera Jn., Naraina,
Kishangarh, Ajmer Jn., Beawar, Sojat Road, Marwar Jn.,
Falna, Abu Road, Palanpur Jn., Mahesana Jn., Ambli Road,
Viramgam Jn., Dhrangdhra, Halvad, Samakhiali, Bhachau,
Gandhidham, Adipur & Anjar stations.

REROUTING OF CLONE EXPRESS

09065/09066 Surat-Chhapra-Surat Clone
Superfast Special will be re-routed as under:-

TRAIN NO. 09065 TRAIN NO. 09066
ARR. DEP. STATIONS ARR. DEP.
— 08:30 Surat 13:45 —
Pass | 12:40 Paldhi Pass | 09:00
13:10 | 13:15 Bhusaval Jn. 07:35 | 07:40
Pass | 15:30 Khandwa Pass | 06:10
17:40 | 17:50 Itarsi Jn. 03:45 | 03:55
21:20 | 21:30 Jabalpur Jn. 00:05 | 00:15
Pass | 01:30 Manikpur Pass | 19:55
03:05 | 03:10 | Prayagraj Chheoki| 17:40 | 17:45
Pass | 06:00 Jeonathpur Pass | 15:45
06:50 | 07:00 Varanasi 14:50 | 15:00
08:40 | 08:50 Jaunpur Jn. 13:30 | 13:40
14:30 — Chhapra — 08:30

NOTE: Earlier Halt provided at Shahganj will be withdrawn
and additional halt at Jaunpur Jn. will be provided with
effect from (09065) Ex-Surat from 02.11.2020 and (09066)
Ex-Chhaprafrom 04.11.2020.

REVISION IN TIMINGS OF SPECIAL TRAINS

Revised Timings between Manikpur and Khandwa of
09090 Gorakhpur-Ahmedabad Special Train (Daily) w.e.f. 04.11.2020

Kathua, Jammu Tawi & Udhampur stations.
04321/04322 Bareilly-Bhuj - Bareilly Festival

Special Express

The CBl had originally filed the Sl. | Name of Post Method of Level in the No. of
casein 2013 against seven police- No. Recruitment Pay Matrix Posts
men, three of whom now stand
discharged - P P Pandey, DG 1. Additional Deputation Level 13A 12

Vanzara and NK Amin.

Atthe time of making submis-
sions before the CBI court, the
present accused had pointed out

Commissioner

(including short-term

(Minimum Pay

contract) Rs. 1,31,100/-)

that CBI was expected to obtain
sanction to prosecute them prior
to framing of charges. In the case
of the earlier accused DG Vanzara
and NK Amin, it was only owing to

The advertisement giving full details has been published in the
3rd-9th October 2020 issue of Employment News. Those who are
interested may go through the issue for details or can log on to
ESIC website www.esic.nic.in for details and downloading Bio-

the court'sinstructions that the CBI
had sought sanction for their pros-
ecution, both of whom had filed
discharge pleas at the time. The

davp 23111/11/0009/2021

data/Curriculam Vitae proforma.

P. B. Mani
Insurance Commissioner (P&A)

TRAIN NO. 04321 TRAIN NO. 04322
ARR. DEP. STATIONS ARR. DEP.
— 06:35 Bareilly 20:35 | —
09:30 | — Bhuj — | 17:05

Days of Run : 04321 from Bareilly on every Monday,
Wednesday, Friday & Sunday from 25.10.2020 to
29.11.2020 and 04322 from Bhuj on every Wednesday,
Friday, Saturday & Sunday from 28.10.2020 to 02.12.2020.
Accommodation : AC 2 Tier, AC 3 Tier, Sleeper & Second
Seating (Reserved).

Stoppages: Milak, Rampur, Moradabad, Amroha, Gajraula Jn.,
Hapur, Pilkhua, Ghaziabad, Delhi Jn., Delhi Sarai Rohilla, Delhi
Cantt., Palam, Gurgaon, Garhi Harsaru, Pataudi Road, Rewari Jn.,
Khairtal, Alwar, Malakhera, Rajgarh, Bandikui Jn., Dausa, Getor
Jagatpura, Gandhinagar Jaipur, Jaipur, Phulera Jn., Naraina,
Kishangarh, Ajmer Jn., Beawar, Marwar Jn., Falna, Abu Road,
Palanpur Jn., Disa, Bhildi, Diyodar, Radhanpur, Santalpur,
Samakhiali, Bhachau, Gandhidham, Adipur &Anjar stations.

Friday & Sunday from 25.10.2020 till further advice and STATIONS | TRAIN NO. 09090
02184 from Partapgarh on every Monday, Wednesday & ARRIVAL DEPARTURE
Saturday from 26.10.2020 till further advice. Gorakhpur _ 10.00
Accommodation : AC 2 Tier, AC 3 Tier, Sleeper & & Second - .
Seating (Reserved). Manikpur Pass 20:05
Stoppages: Vidisha, Bina Jn., Lalitpur, Jhansi Jn., Orai, Kanpur Satna 21:15 21:25
Central, Lucknow, Rae Bareli Jn., Jais & Amethi stations. Katni 22:55 23:00
01449/01450 Jabalpur-Shri Mata Vaishno Devi Katra Jabalpur 00:25 00:30
- Jabalpur Express Special (Weekly) -
TRAINNO. 01449 o ane  [TRAIN NO. 01450 Itarsi 04:05 04:15
ARR. DEP. ARR. DEP. Khandwa 06:20 06:25
— | 07:10 Jabalpur 07:15 | — Bhusaval 08:40 08:45

14:55 — Shri Mata Vaishno Devi Katra}  — 21:55 Paldhi Pass 10:15
Days of Run : 01449 from Jabalpur on every Tuesday from Surat 14:35 14:40
27.10.2020 till further advice and 01450 from Shri Mata Vadodara 16:30 16:35
Vaishno Devi Katra on every Wednesday from 28.10.2020 G :
tll further advice. eratpur Pass 18:10
Accommodation : FirstAC, AC 2 Tier, AC 3 Tier, Sleeper & & Ahmedabad 18:35 -
Second Seating (Reserved). Bl Revised Timings of 04029 Muzaffarpur-Delhi Superfast Special
%ﬁf—ag% K?Jt“' g"Uf\:YaraM DamOAh, Sacug?tf, nmlﬁra" at Hajipur Station with effect from 29.10.2020

alkheri, Jhansi Jn., Gwalior, Morena, Agra Cantt., Mathura -
Jn., Faridabad, Tuglakabad, Okhla, Hazrat Nizamuddin, bl Lo bt Lol DEl,
New Delhi, Delhi Kishanganj, Shakurbasti, Bahadurgarh, | STATIONS | _Existing Timing | Revised Timing
Rohtak Jn., Jind Jn., Narwana Jn., Jakhal Jn., Sangrur, ARR. DEP. | ARR. DEP.
Dhuri Jn., Ludhiana, Jalandhar Cantt, Pathankot Cantt., Hajipur 17:10 17:15 | 16:20 16:25

¢ The above Festival Special shall run fully reserved.

* The passengers are requested to get the reservation of
berths/seats done beforehand.

* Passengers having reserved tickets will only be allowed to
enter the platform to board the train.

NOTE: All norms of the State and Central Government regarding
COVID-19 including Social distancing, sanitization etc., may be
followed in the trains and at the Railway stations. All other
precautions associated with COVID-19 should also be ensured.

For any kind of information passengers are requested to

contact Railway Enquiry No. 139 or visit
Indian Railways website www.enquiry.indianrail.gov.in
Beware Always buy your tickets from Railway Counters
Py K171 oY or authorised rail travel agents only.
Integrated Helpline No. 139 | Security Helpline No. 182

Your Convenience - Our Concern

Follow us on :-
] FIE
SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

Visit us at : www.nr.indianrailways.gov.in

sanction was later declined.

New Delhi
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NORTHERN RAILWAY

TENDER NOTICE

SRDEN/III/MB acting for and on behalf of The President of India invites E-Tenders
against following tenders closing date 10.11.2020 16:00. Bidders will be able to
submit their original/revised bids upto closing date and time only. Manual offers are
not allowed against this tender, and any such manual offer received shall be
ignored. Contractors are allowed to make payments against this tender towards
tender document cost and earnest money only through online payment modes
available on IREPS portal like net banking, debit card, credit card etc. Manual
payments through Demand draft, Banker's cheque, Deposit receipts, FDR etc.
are notallowed.

Tender No. Date

Name of
work

92-DRM-MB-20-21 Date : 23.10.2020

Provision of Relay Room, IPS Room & Battery Room on UP Line
Side at BE end & Balance work of old El Building at SAR station in the
section of ADEN/BE.

NORTHERN RAILWAY
Notice Inviting Tender (NIT)
1.TENDER NOTIFICATION
Name of work: Dismantling, Shifting & Re-commissioning of 02 Nos. EOT Crane
Make SAICO & Capacity 30/05 Ton from MEMU Car Shed, SRE to MEMU Car shed,
KJGY Saharanpur.

Tender Notice No:-11/2020-21
1.1. General :- UMB division of northern railway invites Open tender through E-
tendering system from eligible agencies who fulfill qualification criteria as stipulated in
tender document for “Dismantling, Shifting & Re-commissioning of 02 Nos. EOT
Crane Make SAICO & Capacity 30/05 Ton from MEMU Car Shed, SRE to MEMU Car
shed, KIGY Saharanpur”.
1.2 The key details are as follows:
Open Tender No. ;| 30-EL-MEMU-T-11-20-21
Name of works : | Dismantling, Shifting & Re-commissioning of 02 Nos.
EOT Crane Make SAICO & Capacity 30/05 Ton from

Tender Closing Date Time 10.11.2020 16.00 MEMU Car Shed, SRE to MEMU Car shed, KIGY
Advertised Value (Rs.) 51,18,995.74 Saharanpur

Earnest Money (Rs.) 102400.00 Approximate Cost :1%14,04,175/-

Bidding Start Dat 27.10.2020 Earnest Money :[%28,100/-

icding Start Date — Cc letion Period 1190 (Ninety) days from the date of issue of the letter of

Validity of Offer (Days) 20 days acceptance.

Period of Completion 02 months Validity of offer : [45days.
No. 75-W/2/3/WA/Publication Dated : 23.10.2020. 2345/20 ;‘:"dferlpa!’eff issuedby |: gg?fgg"gg"’:%??oi R

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE -orclosinglopening |- | 7. 11.2020 at 10: 50 Hrs /thereatter
Costoftender document | : | Free of cost.

BEFORE DEBTS RECOVERY TRIBUNAL-IIl, DELHI

4th Floor, Jeevan Tara Building, Parliament Street, New Delhl 110001

Notice under Section 19(4) of the Recovery of Debts Due to Banks and Financial Institutions
Act. 1993 read with Rule 12 &13 of the Debts Recovery Tribunal (Procedure Rules) 1993.)
0.A. 729/2019

STATE BANK OF INDIA Versus APPLICANT
M/S BALAJI STORE - DEFENDANTS
To, D1-M/s BALAJISTORE, THROUGH ITS PROPRIETOR SHRI PAWAN KUMAR

S/O SHRI NANK CHAND MITTAL, D-500, VILLAGE-AICHER, KAPIL CHAUDHARY|
MARKET, GREATER NOIDA, GAUTAM BUDH NAGAR, U.P.-201308.

ALSO AT:- M/S BALAJI STORE THROUGH ITS PROPRIETOR SHRI PAWAN KUMAR
HOUSE NO. 208, VILLAGE-BIRONDHI, CHAKRASENPUR, THANA -SURAJPUR
GREATERNOIDA-21308.

Whereas the above named applicant has instituted a case against you and whereas it has been
shown to the satisfaction of the Tribunal that it is not possible to serve you in ordinary way.
Therefore, this notice is given by advertisement directing you to make appearance in this Tribunal
20.11.2020 At10.30A.M.

Take Notice that in case of your failure to appear on the above mentioned day before this Tribunal,
the case will be heard and decided in your absence.

Due to ongoing pandemic situation, all the matter will be taken up through video
conferencing and for that purpose:-

(i)Allthe advocate! litigants shall download the Cisco Webexapplication/software;

(i) Meeting ID and Password for the next date of hearing qua cases to be taken by
Registrar/Recovery Officer-I/and Recovery Officer-Il shall be available one day prior to the next
date at DRT Official Portal i.e drt.gov.in under the Public Notice Head.

(ii)in any exigency qua that , the advocatesiLitigants can contact the concemed official at Ph. 23748469.
G|ven under my hand and seal of this Tribunal on this the 14th day of OCT. 2020.

By Order of the Tribunal,
Assistant Registrar, DRT - lll, New Delhi

Karnataka State Drug Logistics
& Warehousing Society (R)

No.1, Dr. Siddaiah Puranik Road, KHB Colony, Magadi Road,
Bengaluru-560079. Phone: +91-80-23486221,
Fax: +91-80-23281477, E-mail: ad.kdlws@gmail.com

No.: KDL/EQPT(2)/TND/DPL&A/08/2020-21(IND-743) Date: 23.10.2020

TENDER NOTIFICATION

Nation wide Tender is invited through e-Tendering system
under KTTP Act 1999 and Rules 2000 for the following tenders:
1. Tender for Supply & Installation of Double Puncture
Laproscope and Accessories under FW programme_
IND-743.

The tenderers who have registered under e-Procurement
Department may participate through e-tendering system.
Details regarding specification, EMD, Terms and Conditions and
other information is available in the Tender Document, which
can be downloaded from the website: https://eproc.karnataka.
gov.in from 23.10.2020. The eligible tenderers shall submit
their e-tenders in e-procurement platfrom for above mentioned
tenders. Further information if any may be obtained from this
office during working hours.

Sd/-
Commissioner,
Food Safety and Standard Authority
and Director,
KSDLWS, Bengaluru

SHESS LUINTIL THERE 15 A CURE.

DIPR/BU/SSC/1479/2020-21
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Minimum Eligibility
criteria

: | Participating Firm should have completed atleast one
single work of shifting/commissioning of EOT crane of
same or higher capacity in Railway premises over
zonal Railways/Metro Rail in last seven years OR OEM
orits authorized dealers.

Related document must be uploaded on web portal
with their offer, failing which offer shall be summarily
rejected.

NOTE: -

1) The required earnest money will only be accepted through on line payment mode
available on IREPS portal like net banking, debit card, credit card etc. up to tender
closing date and time. Exemption from submission of Earnest Money for tenderer
shall be as per Railway Board Guidelines.

2) Manual payments through demand draft, banker cheque, deposit receipt, FDR etc
are not allowed. Offers which are not complying above will be considered invalid.

3) Tender must provide validity of the offer for 45 (forty five) days from the date of
opening of tender.

4) Public procure order 2017 issued by Rly. board vide L. No. 2015/RS(G)/779/5 Dt.
16.03.2018 shall be followed.

5) The tender can be seen or upload on web portal as under : Website Portal:
https://www.ireps.gov.in 2343/2020

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

OPEN E-TENDER NOTICE
E-Tender Notice No. IRTMTC/202021/01

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE
ENGINEER, CONSTRUCTION DIVISION,
U.P.JAL NIGAM, BIJNORE

Letter No.: 2048/Nivida/66
Date.: 22.10.2020
E-TENDER NOTICE

Online percentage rate E-
tenders in two bid system by
Notice no. 2048/Nivida/66,
Dated 22.10.2020 for Pipeline
Extension, Repair of Over Head
Tank, Repair of Boundary wall,
Repair of Pump House, Other
Buildings Works, Painting
works and providing
Functional Household Tap
Connection in Various
Schemes of Block Haldaur,
District Bijnor under JJM. are
here by invited U.P. Jal Nigam,
from the reputed contractors
having requisite work
experience & financial
capabilities. Tender document
shall be available on e-
procurement website http://
etender.up.nic.in. latest by
27.10.2020 Interested bidders
may view and download Tender
Document and upload their
tender, duly filled online latest
by 04.11.2020 up to 12:00 Hrs.
Uploaded Technical &
Financial capacity evaluation
cum technical bid shall be
opened on dated 04.11.2020
day at 15:00 Hrs. The non
refundable cost of e-tender
document is Rs. 10,000, 5000,
and 3000 plus 18.00% GST orin
accordance with GST. Details
of work of e-tender will be
available on U.P. Jal Nigam
website www.upjn.org.

NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY

NOTICE OF INVITING OPEN TENDER

Dy. CME/ Carriage Workshop, Ajmer
North Western Railway acting for and on
behalf of The President of India invites
Tender No. Carriage-13-2020 Date
22.10.2020. 1. Name of work with its
location: Sale and Removal of Rubbish
from Carriage Workshop Ajmer (As per
scope of work), 2. Approx cost of the
work: Rs. 42,70,000.00, 3. Approx. Qty
of the work: 5000 Cubic meter. 4. Tender
Document Cost: Rs. 3,000.00, 5.
Earnest Money to be deposited: Rs.
85,400.00, 6. Date and Time of
Submitting and Opening of tender:
Tender can be Submitted from dated
22.10.2020 to 19.11.2020 upto 15.00 hrs.
And will be opened on 19.11.2020 at 15.15
hrs. 7. Location of NIT where it can be
seen & Office where tender document
can be purchased: 1. Notice Board
carriage workshop Ajmer, 2. Office of Dy
CME (C)/ Carriage workshop, Jonsganj,
Ajmer. 8. Eligibility Criteria: Not
Applicable 810-SR/20

Please join us on [# Il B %%/NWRailways

ORTH CENTRAL RAILWAY, PRAYAGRAJ

Date: 16.10.2020

Principal, Indian Railways Track Machines Training Centre, P.O. Subedarganj, Prayagraj, for and on behalf of President of
India, invites the E-tenders for the following works up to 15:00 hrs on 19.11.2020. The details of the tender are as under:-

Approx Cost Earnest Cost of Tender | Completion
Tender No. Name of Work of work Money form period
Operation, Maintenance 33724684.43 %74500.00 %3000.00 24 Months
IRTMTC-2020-01 & Repair of electrical and electronics installation of IRTMTC.

of GST Act/Laws/Rules/Guidelines will be applicable.
[§] North central railways www.ncr.indianrailways.gov.in

Note: 1. The complete information of above E-Tenders is available on website www.ireps.gov.in up to 15:00
hrs. of the due date of tender closing. 2. Bids other than E-Bids shall not be accepted against above tenders. For
this purpose, vendors are required to get themselves registered with IREPS website along with Digital Signature
Certificate issued by CCA under IT Act-2000. 3. Rates entered into Financial Rate page and duly signed digitally
shall be considered. Rates and any other financial entity in any other form/letter head if attached by vendors shall
be straightway ignored and shall not be considered. 4. Document being attached should be signed by the
Tenderer on its body. 5. This tender notice will be uploaded on www.ncr.indianrailways.gov.in only for wide
publicity. 6. Tender Document Cost & EMD should be deposited through net banking or payment gateway only. 7.
In case of any difficulty helpdesk available on the website of IREPS may be approached. 8. Relevant provisions

1113/20(AN)
[¥] @ CPRONCR
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“IMPORTANT”

Whilst care is taken prior to acceptance of
advertising copy, it is not possible to verify its
contants. The Indian Express (P) Limited cannot
be held responsible for such contents, nor for any
loss or damage incurred as a result of
transactions with companies, associations or
individuals adversing in its newspapers or
Publications. We therefore recommend that
readers make necessary inquiries before sending
any monies or entering into any agreements with
advertisers or otherwise acting on an
advertisement in any manner whatsoever.

5-, Government of Maharashtra P
=== State Water and Sanitation Mission ==
1st Floor, CIDCO Bhavan, South wing

CBD Belapur, Navi Mumbai-400614

Phone No 022-27562546, 27562363, Website : www.wsso.in
RFP Ref No.: WSSD/SWSM/JIM/PMC/07/2020

Selection of Project Management Agency to support in
implementation of Jal Jeevan Mission

JAL Jeevan Mission (JJM), is a flagship program of the Ministry of
Jal Shakti, Government of India (Gol). The mission is aimed to
provide Functional Household Tap Connection (FHTC) to every
rural household i.e., Har Ghar Nal Se Jal (HGNSJ) by 2024. State
Water and Sanitation Mission (SWSM), Water Supply and Sanitation
Department, Government of Maharashtra is implementing Jal Jeevan
Mission in Maharashtra.

The Mission Director, Jal Jeevan Mission, State Water and Sanitation
Mission (SWSM) is inviting online proposals from eligible
consulting firms for Selection of Project Management Agency to
support in implementation of Jal Jeevan Mission in the State of
Maharashtra. Interested agencies who qualify as per the eligibility
criteria mentioned in the tender document, may submit their bids
online on https:/mahatenders.gov.in latest by 24.11.2020 up to 3.30 PM.
RFP document is available on https://mahatenders.gov.in,
WWW.wsso.in  www.water.maharashtra.gov.in. If there is any
change in scheduled dates and other terms and conditions, it will be

published on https://mahatenders.gov.in, www.water.maharashtra.gov.in
and www.wsso.in only.

R. Vimala 1As
Mission Director
Jal Jeevan Mission
State Water and Sanitation Mission

DGIPR-2020-2021/1022

Office of the Commissioner,
Industrial Training & Employment

Kaushalya Bhawan, Dairy Circle Bannerghatta Road,
Bangalore-560029, Phone No.080-25189100,
Email: ddpurchase2016@gmail.com, web: www.emptrg.kar.nic.in

No.DITE/TRG/PUR-6/CR-8/2020-21 Date: 23.10.2020)

Tender Notification
The sealed and superscribed tenders under Two Electronic
Tender Document system as per Karnataka Transparency in
Public Procurement Act 1999 through e-procurement portal
are invited from the eligible and registered suppliers for the
Procurement of Tool Kit (Short Term Tender) and Stationery
Kit for SC & ST Trainees of Govt., Grand in Aid and Pvt.
Industrial Training Institutes in the State under SCP TSP
scheme.

Sl. No|Scheme| Description Tender Days
1 SCP Tool Kit Short term Tender-15 Days
TSP
2 Stationery Kit 15 Days

(1).Tender document is available for download from
24.10.2020 (2).Last date of receipt of Tender through
e-portal: 09-11-2020 till 5.00 PM. (3).Date of opening of
Technical Bid through e-portal: 11.11.2020 At 11.30 A.M.

To obtain this document and tender processing fee details is
available in e-procurement portal and for further details visit
e-procurement website https://www.eproc.

TENDER NOTICE NO: 01 /2020-21

Paint consignments and Contract labour charges from the eligible tenderers.

TAMIL NADU STATE TRANSPORT CORPORATION (CBE) LTD,

37, METTUPALAYAM ROAD : COIMBATORE-641 043.
Sealed Tenders with two cover system are Invited inthe prescribed format for the supply of
* Deepavali Sweet for employees and Retro Reflective Tape, Hand Sanitizer, Body Building

Hardware materials for TNFRS vehicles, Fitment of TNFRS items with accessories, Transport cost of

The tender schedules containing EMD, specifications, terms and conditions can be obtained in

E-mail-dirfish@mp.nic.in
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E-NIT S. No. 56/PHEP/Fresh of 2020-21

For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor of UT of J&K e-tenders (Two cover System) are invited on Turn Key basis including DLP of six monthsand
maintenance for a period of Three Years after completion of DLPfrom reputed and resourceful contractors /Firms/companies/joint venture of repute
in PWD or Equivalent in CPWD/Railways and other state Governments for the following works, which should be uploaded on’ the F'rocuremem web
http://jktenders.gov.infor the subjected work(s) referred below to be received by the E
Pulwama/Superintending Engineer, Hydl. Circle, Shopianand as per the details mentioned in this e-tender notification and to whom all the terms
and conditions of detailed e-NIT /Tender Documents/ PWD Form No:- 25 double are accepted. The detailed tender document and Specifications
etc. can be downloaded on the e-procurement portal http:/jktenders.gov.in. The cost of tender documents (Non-refundable/Non-Transferable) should
bein the shape of e-Challan or Treasury Challan/Receipt in favour Executive Engineer PHE Division Pulwama.

NOTICE INVITING TENDERS
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tions. tem including carriage all leads, lifts complete on Turnkey basis. Adopt
" Governments.
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. Jetty lar Floating Docks (other specifications: Virgin sq. meter Months structures appealing for WSS NilooraPachlipora under Languishing
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oTd 68 QI[OW()@O Woﬁoﬁo + Providing, laying & fitting of pipes for mains, sub-mains, distribution sys- Railways and
including carriage all leads, lifts complete on Turnkey basis Adopt other state
waferd, ThofosiRo UER @1 weIe g 18 wfererer SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER boarng. capacty of Soi
W y earing capacity of soil 8.50 M.Ton/Sqm (report enclosed). Governments.
TG GTQﬂ'@I?T gﬁﬁfﬁ W R Architectural aesthetics shall be kept in consideration to make the
X . ikl Qa E'% TrﬁOWO_CpfO WRD, SPECIAL PROJ ECT CIRCLE, TRICHY'01 structures appealing for WSS Bhatnoor under Languishing Programme
dfdmd g dRdifvied cRew, gdfigea e KIRINGH] JKIDFC Lid) LUP 2398,
ﬁ;ﬁ-ﬁ—cb—d q-gﬁqﬂ Eﬁ HNHT Q_C[ WI—EGd qAT PRE QUALIFICATION APPLICATION AND PRICE TENDER 3 | Design, construction, testing and successful commissioning of 0.701ac | 7 190,32 | 25000/~ | ¥380640/- 10 Superin- “A" Class -
gallons capacity RCC Over Head Tank (shell type) in single compart- L. F i Pl h i R
Rafaa SEEN @ AYHT, XE—YTg, 7 $ q] FORM OF CONTRACT LUMPSUM (TWO Cover System) ment with 21 mtrs staging height including providing, laying and fixing acs éxae\é?]?ir\],ge (tg(gg:d months Et:;?\ggr, é‘;ﬁg;ﬂfj
Wﬂ—&i E—Vﬂ—&; ﬁ Eh_zﬁ Gl ]%RT‘IWUT W Tender Notice No. 01 /2020 -2021 / S.P.C / Trichy / Dated : 23.10.2020 of §u1p2p\y mimk;:sing (Tain, washou’t connecting gitlh supph/ sys’t\;/lg Engineer | Superinte Hydl. contractors/
. . . . witt 'mm thick flanged joints cost of pipes, nuts, bolts, washers, PHE ndin: Circle, Firms/Compa
aﬁ "\’j’?&ﬂ QH ﬂ\_‘lﬂ:ll%! #,‘Ia 2] Ej (Q:I F|11 , STH, Zﬁo [ For and on behalf of Governor of Tamil Nadu, the SUpe”ntendmg Englneer, H'? with fralme and‘cover inc\ludwl?g condstructifo\r}:(;gandkrawlin?(alrouknd Dilvision Engir&?ger, Shlopian/ nies/]ointf
% % a P i . ﬁ ﬁ i i i 1 i i i i the stair, sluice valves, covels, heavy duty of make or Kirloskar Pulwama Hydl. Pulwama Venture of
ﬁTO ) agi qq WRD’ SpeCIaI PrOJeCt CIrCIe' TnChy InVIte.S tender for the fOIIOWIng WOrk, at .hls make, boulder filling inside the tank upto ground level. Levelling of under MH Circle, HQ: repute in
ERT BT | office upto 3.00 PM on 26.11.2020 in two sealed covers Contalnlng ground including disposal of excavated material from premises upto 5 0215) | Shopian/P Shopian PWD or
(i) Qualification details and EMD in a separate inner cover and (ii) Price Tender Kms lead. Angle iron door with frame including construction of sluice uhwama Equivalent in
It — _ N chamber with M/S Lid and ladder and construction of pump operator Q: CPWD/
. Schedule in another sealed cover and put the above two covers into one quarter_including providing, laying & fitting of pipes for mains, sub- Shopian. Railways and
1. ﬁ 33 LEE] Eﬁ SERENIELI _S;—éUE Ql a% U 3391 Zﬁ NHE SITHdh 3 3€R=I ES common sealed cover from the experienced and 1st Class PWD competent mains, distribution system including carriage all leads, lifts complete other state
ktend . é??:ﬁ W ;g p ! p y including construction of electrical and mechanical works as required. Governments.
www.uktenders.gov.in IR N | . or equal contractors as for the work as mentioned below. The tender will be The advertised cost includes the maintenance cost of the scheme for
2. ffaer yu= fA1e 24.10.2020 BT UTE 11:00 T & fATH 09.11.2020 BT AT: 05:00 IO AH opened on 26.11.2020 at 3.30 PM by the Superintending Engineer e years, Adopt bearing capaciy of sol 780 To ISam (teport
’ enclosed). Architectural aesthetics shal e Kept In consideration to
SIS / IS faT S Hepell & | N N 5 WRD, Special Project Circle, Trichy in presence of the Tenderers or their Lmake _thhe_ strPucmres apzez‘[‘;]gcf?.rd\),vl_slngngn Gundi Mussaunder
3. ApHIe! 3 @ret ST ®1 fAfr 10.11.2020 BT W 11:00 Io1 FRIRA 2 | authorized agents. Fnguiening Frogramme !

4. 3—AfdeT 8g Mifds #iféw &g fAfr 20.10.2020 P arefleror SFfT= Brafer, 95—TIYR IS
TERTGH H T 11:00 F9T IR B |
5. fafaer g 2g ffderera & Rfvied swer s (Sogwodio) fF gl /

Position of Funds:- Available; Major Head of Account: JKIDFC
The Bidding documents consisting of eligibility criteria, specification, drawings, bill of quantities (B.O.Q) set of terms & conditions of contract and other
details can be seen/ downloaded from the e-procurement Portal “http://jktenders.gov.in"as per schedule of dates given below:-

“Construction of Barrage across the River Cauvery in Nanjai Pugalur
Village in Pugalur Taluk ( erstwhile Manmangalam Taluk) in Karur
District.”

. . . . S. No. | Description Date
T HeeI §IRT ﬁﬁ’d‘ %&Tgﬁjwa%afﬁ%‘l . Name of work and details of EMD remittance and other details can oD | MM | yvyy Time
6. SURIAT AT T 3 IS BIE Feer fasan Sirar & a1 wenferd ffder gemr @y deure also be available from the Government Designated website ] Publishing date of NIT = T 10 1 2020 1600 Firs
www.uktenders.gov.in TR & 37T @t ST | Henferd ffIaT T &1 gaRe FHrER (http:// www.tenders.tn.gov.in) and in the office of the Superintending Engineer, > Downioad start date 23 0 2020 1600 Firs
= H & T S | WRD, Special Project Circle, Trichy. The tender schedule can also be 3 B subrission sart date >3 o 2020 1500 Firs
7. o f AfaeT trar TRd RfAeTel @1 faT HRUT 9aT) fFARed &) o1 SR frT §fRRka R downloaded at free of cost from the above web site upto 25.11.2020-5.45 PM. 7 Bid Submission ond date 6 ¥ 2020 1600 Firs
8. T ¥ g orgar wae@nferd 30 THOUH0SI0 wETferd THocioto, THOS0MR0 g Any Correptions / Corrigendum / Extension, if any will be issued in the 5 Bid opening date (Technical Gover) 07 a 2020 1000 Hrsj
BT 02 G & HATTH FaTel G TE—ENT BT AT arel B & 3 8T | a9 g above web site only.

No: -PHEP/ 3739-51

SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER (i/c),
WRD, SPECIAL PROJECT CIRCLE, TRICHY-01

For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor UT of Jammu & Kashmir.
Sd/- Executive Engineer, JSD (PHE) Div, Pulwama,

T 1 ©d et AT mos H <l ST a8 |

(whry Awara)
arferemeft arfrr=ar (qfaror)

Dated:-23-10-2020

DIPR/3988/TENDER/2020 DIpK -7952/20
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CORONAVIRUS DASHBOARD

INDIATOTAL CASES
7,761,312

Source: Ministry of Health & Family
Welfare, updated at 11 pmon Oct 23

University of Cambridge
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Note: The Oct 22 figure in this graph is based on the government update on Oct 23

Scientists grow ‘mini-lungs’ in
lab, infect them with coronavirus
and watch battle in real time

(Left) Representative image of 3D lung organoid showing alveolar
stem cell marker; (right) image by Arvind Konkimalla shows how a
single lung stem cell copied itself to generate thousands of cells and
generate a structure resembling breathing tissues.

WORLD TOTAL CASES
41,982,448

Source: Johns Hopkins University,
updatedat 11pmonOct 23
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Duke University

THE NOVEL coronavirus is known to
attack primarily the lungs, but how
the attack unfolds is still a subject of
research. Now, two studies have
thrown light on these processes by us-
ing the same approach. Scientists
have developed lung models in the
lab, infected these with SARS-CoV-2,
and watched the battle
between the lung cells
and the virus.

Both papers are pub-
lished in the journal Cell
Stem Press. One study is
by South Korean and UK
researchers, including
from the University of
Cambridge; the other is
by researchers from
Duke University and
University of North
Carolina.

In both studies, scientists observed
how the virus damages the alveoli in
the lungs. Alveoli are balloon-like air
sacs that take up the oxygen we
breathe and release the carbon diox-
ide we exhale. Damage to alveoli
causes pneumonia and acute respira-
tory distress — the leading cause of
death in Covid-19.

Both teams developed the model
using “mini-lungs” —or lung organoids.
The organoids were grown from the
stem cells that repair the deepest por-
tions of the lungs where SARS-CoV-2

PAPER
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NEW RESEARCH

attacks. These are called AT2 cells.

The UK and South Korean team re-
programed the AT2 cells back to their
earlier “stem cell” stage. They grew
self-organising, alveolar-like 3D struc-
tures that mimic the behaviour of key
lung tissue. When the 3D models
were exposed to SARS-CoV-2, the
virus began to replicate
rapidly. In six hours, cells
began to produce inter-
ferons — proteins thatact
as warning signals to
neighbouring cells. After
48 hours, the cells started
fighting back. And after
60 hours from infection,
some of the alveolar cells
began to disintegrate,
leading to cell death and
damage to the tissue.

In the other study, led by Duke
University cell biologist
Purushothama Rao Tata, the team got
a single lung cell to multiply into
thousands of copies and create a
structure that resembles breathing
tissues of the human lung. Once in-
fected with the virus, the model
showed an inflammatory response.
The team also witnessed the cytokine
storm — the hyper reaction of im-
mune molecules the lungs launch to
fight the infection.

KABIR FIRAQUE

SIMPLY PUT QUESTION 8 ANSWER

What determines onion prices

In back-to-back moves aimed at controlling onion prices, the government has relaxed import norms and
now reintroduced stock limits. Why have prices been rising, and how far can these moves check the rise?

PARTHA SARATHIBISWAS
PUNE,OCTOBER 23

WITH LESS than a week to go for the Bihar
elections, the Centre on Friday reintroduced
the stock limit on onions — a move aimed at
controlling rising prices, which crossed Rs 80
per kg in many cities on Friday, including
nearly Rs 100/kg in Mumbai.

Barely a month ago, Parliament had
amended the Essential Commodities Act,
1955 to exclude onions — besides potatoes,
edible oils, oilseed and pulses — from the list
of essential commodities, thus freeing them
from stock limits. Since then, possibly with
the Bihar elections in mind, the government
has acted twice towards controlling onion
prices; it relaxed import norms on
Wednesday, followed by Friday's reintroduc-
tion of the stock limit.

Alookat the dynamics of onion prices and
the impact of the government intervention:

Why have onion prices been rising?

They have beenrising since the last week
of August, as reports started coming in of
massive losses to kharif onions caused by
heavy rainfall in north Karnataka. This crop
was meant to arrive after September and was
expected to feed the markets until the arrival
of the kharif crop from Maharashtra towards
the end of October.

There are three main onion crops — kharif
(June-July sowing, post-October harvest),
late kharif (September sowing, post-
December harvest), and rabi (December-
January sowing, post-March harvest). The
rabi crop has the least moisture content,
making it amenable to storage. Farmers, es-
pecially in Maharashtra, store it in on-field
structures called kanda chawls to protect it
from moisture and light. This crop feeds the
markets till the next one arrives.

The heavy rainin September not only de-
stroyed the new crop in Karnataka but also
took a toll on stored onions in states like
Madhya Pradesh and Gujarat. Farmers in
Maharashtra alone had marketable onions,
having stored around 28 lakh tonnes at the
start of summer. But even Maharashtra farm-

At APMC market in Navi Mumbai on Friday. Narendra Vaskar

ONION RETAIL PRICES, OCT 23

Delhi I58/kg
Mumbai %97/kg
Chennai 383/kg
Kolkata 380/kg

Source: Ministry of Food and Consumer Affairs

ers, in fact, have suffered more than their
usual storage losses — 50-60% as against 30-
40% normally. Rain in the onion belt of
Ahmednagar, Nashik and Pune had caused
water seepage into the structures.

Also, agriculture officers say, the shelf life
of the onion is lower this year due to overuse
of urea by farmers. “Last year, onion prices
were good and farmers were extra-indulgent
with urea toincrease yield. Unfortunately, this
reduces the shelflife of onions,” an officer said.

The national acreage for rabi onions last
season was 10 lakh hectares as against 7 lakh
hectares of 2018-19. But the additional
wastage has constrained supply.

Of the 28 lakh tonnes stored in

Maharashtra, around 10-11 lakh tonnes re-
main now. The yearly consumption of onions
in India is slated to be 160 lakh tonnes with
Maharashtra alone consuming around
4,000-6,000 tonnes per day.

How has the government reacted to this?
The Centre applied the first brakes onris-
ing prices on September 14, when it banned
the export of onions. This was done when the
amendment to Essential Commodities Act
1955 took away the power of the government
to put stock limits on onions and a few other
commodities. Stock limits have been a potent
weapon for controlling prices. But even after
the export ban, prices continued torise due to
a supply-demand mismatch. Last week, in-
come tax officers from Pune inspected the
books of nine principal traders in Nashik.
This was followed by the relaxation of im-
portnorms on Wednesday, to allow easy ship-
pingin from Iran, Turkey and other onion-pro-
ducing nations. In Mumbai, the Vashi
wholesale market got 600 tonnes of onions,
which made its way to markets in South India.
And on Friday, the government reintro-
duced the stock limit. Wholesale traders are

now allowed to stock up to 25 tonnes of
onion, and retail traders up to 2 tonnes. These
limits were set after taking into considera-
tion the rise in prices year-on-year.

Will imports help bring prices down?
The landed cost of onions from Iran at
Mumbai port works out to around Rs 35 per
kg. Taking into consideration transport, han-
dling and other charges, the final retail cost
for such onions come to around Rs 40-45 per
kg. However, traders said the demand for
onions from Iran comes from the hotel and
hospitality industry rather than from the re-
tail buyer. Such onions, they point out, lack
pungency and are larger than Indian ones.
Inits statement, the Centre has expressed
hope that the kharif crop will soon hit the mar-
kets which will help in cooling down the prices.
However, reports of heavy crop losses have
started coming in from Nashik due to excep-
tionally heavy rainfall in the last few days.
Farmers say the rain has not only damaged the
almost market-ready crop but also takena toll
on the nurseries where farmers were raising
saplings for the late kharif and rabi crops.
Given the crop damage, market sources
feel that chances of Maharashtra’s crop arriv-
ing by the first or second week of November
are slim. “It's mostly going to be delayed un-
til the end of November,” said Suresh
Deshmukh, a commission agent operating
out of the wholesale market in Dindori, MP.
While the imports can see prices move
downward in the short term, most say the
real price correction can happen only when
the new crop hits the market. That will be
only post-November.

What are the prospects for the next crop?

Farmers and agricultural officers have
talked about a dire shortage of onion seeds,
which can cast a shadow on the all-impor-
tant rabi season. Normally, farmers generate
their own seeds by allowing a portion of the
crop to flower and then produce seeds.
However, this season, they skipped this step
and sold their entire crop in view of the good
prices being offered. Non-availability of good
seeds has caused concerns and the available
seeds are being sold at a premium.

Is death in Brazil a blow to AstraZeneca vaccine?

PRABHARAGHAVAN
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 23

A PARTICIPANT in the late-stage clinical tri-
als of AZD1222, the Covid-19 vaccine devel-
oped by The University of Oxford and
Swedish-British drugmaker AstraZeneca, has
died in Brazil. What does this mean for the
closely watched vaccine candidate — a ver-
sion of which s at the forefront of India’s own
Covid-19 vaccine race?

What happened at the trial, and why is it
important?

The volunteer for the trial in Brazil died
this week, according to the country’s health
surveillance agency, ANVISA. While the reg-
ulator, University of Oxford and AstraZeneca
did not elaborate further, a report by CNN
Brasil said the volunteer was a 28-year-old
man living in Rio de Janeiro and had died of
Covid-19 complications.

The vaccine uses a weakened common
cold chimpanzee virus to carry instructions
to create the spike protein of the SARS-CoV-
2virus, like a Trojan horse. The spike protein
is the part of the virus that allows it to infect

humans in the first place. The body’s im-
mune system is expected to recognise this
spike protein as a threat, and develop anti-
bodies to fightit, so that it will be ready to at-
tack the real virus if infection happens.

Brazil is among the major sites for testing
this vaccine globally, with phase 3 human
trials there enrolling around 5,000 volun-
teers. The participants were either given the
Covid-19 vaccine or were administered doses
of a previously approved vaccine against
meningitis — a viral, bacterial or fungal in-
fection that causes inflammation of the brain
and spinal cord membranes.

Does the death mean the vaccine is
unsafe?

From the information available so far, it
does not mean the vaccine is unsafe.
According to reports, the participant was not
given AZD1222, which would mean that his
death was not a result of the vaccine.

AstraZeneca has said that this issue, like
all significant medical events, was “carefully
assessed” by trial investigators, an independ-
ent safety monitoring committee, and regu-
latory authorities.

“These assessments have not led to any

Oxford-AstraZeneca vaccine given to a
volunteer in trial in Pune. Express A rchive

concerns about continuation of the ongoing
study,” the company has said in a statement.

But have there not been other issues at
trials with this vaccine?

This is the first reported death during this
trial. Previously, the vaccine candidate had
hitaroadblock in September, when a partic-
ipantin the UK reportedly given the Covid-19
vaccine developed a serious adverse reac-
tion. The trials were put on pause across the
world as aresult.

Following reviews that led investigators,
a safety monitoring board and the UK gov-
ernment to conclude that the reaction was
not caused by the vaccine, trials have re-
sumed at most sites exceptin the US. The US
Food and Drug Administration is still look-
ing into this adverse event and is yet to ap-
prove the restart of the trials there.

How are trials in India progressing?
Pune-headquartered Serum Institute of
India (SIT) has an agreement with AstraZeneca
tomanufacture this vaccine for low- and mid-
dle-income countries. Itis currently conduct-
ing late-stage trial of the candidate in India
targeting around 1,600 participants. The UK
incident had led to a brief paused in the trial
inIndia, too, but it has now resumed.

What happens to the trial in Brazil?

Brazil’s regulator has said that the trial
will continue. Testing would have been sus-
pended if the participant had been vacci-
nated with the Covid-19 candidate. However,
asithas been suggested that this person was
part of the meningitis vaccine control group,
there is no question of the trial being halted
as aresult of this death.

Tocilizumab: initial excitement, disappointing trials, yet trusted by many

TABASSUMBARNAGARWALA
MUMBAI,OCTOBER 23

ASTUDY published this week suggests that
the drug tocilizumab may not prevent mor-
tality in Covid-19 patients. It is the second
such study on this drug. And tocilizumab s
the second drug, after hydroxychloroquine,
that had quickly earned global popularity
as a Covid-19 treatment before its efficacy
came under question in the wake of poor
trial outcomes.

Between May and July, tocilizumab was
widely used across India for moderately ill
Covid-19 patients. Even today, doctors are
divided onits efficacy against Covid-19.

What is tocilizumab?

Itis animmunosuppressant,commonly
used for rheumatoid arthritis, and marketed
as Actemra by Swiss pharma company
Roche. It was repurposed in January to fight
severe lung infection in Covid-19 patients.
Once it reached India by April-end, many
Indian doctors initially reposed faith in the
drug, some even calling it a “miracle drug”.
At one point, demand was so high that pa-
tients had to wait for days to get a vial.

Roche supplied it to Cipla, which sup-
plied to distributors and hospitals. Mumbai

had three distributors and each witnessed
aqueue of 200-300 people daily to buy the
drug. Then came the two study results.

What are the latest findings?

On October 21, the New England Journal
of Medicine published a study on 243 pa-
tients that found tocilizumab was not effec-
tive in preventing death in moderately ill,
hospitalised Covid-19 patients. At the end
of 14 days, those given tocilizumab had no
significant clinical improvements, except
fewer serious infections, compared to those
not administered the drug. While 18% of the
patients in the tocilizumab group had wors-
ening of disease against 14.9% in the placebo
group, 24.6% were still on oxygen support
in the tocilizumab group against 21.2% in
the other group.

What were the previous findings?

On July 29, Roche published results of a
phase-IIl trial, called Covacta, which found
that tocilizumab did not meet the primary
endpoint of clinical improvement or the sec-
ondary endpoint of reduction in mortality.
Since then, the drug’s demand has plum-
meted. The trial was on severely infected
Covid-19 patients with pneumonia. At the
end of four weeks, it found no significant dif-
ference between outcomes in the group

given tocilizumab and in the placebo group,
orin the percentage of people who had died.
There was, however, a faster discharge rate
in patients administered tocilizumab.

On September 18, Roche published results
of another phase Il trial, Empacta. These re-
sults were slightly more encourag-
ing: 44% of patients given
tocilizumab are less likely to
progress into ventilation require-
ment, but there was again nodif-
ference in mortality rates.

. 4
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Drug Administration (FDA), said demand
for the drug has plummeted since August.
Until July-end, 12,000 vials of tocilizumab
had been consumed in Maharashtra. “After
that, there is negligible demand for Covid-
19 patients,” Mantri said.

Dr Gunjan Chanchalani, Head
Intensivist in Mumbai’s Bhatia
Hospital, said, “I have reduced use
of tocilizumab. And the patient out-

come has not got affected much

¥ initsabsence.” Doctors also point
to the cost —a400-mg dose costs

To what extent is it still Rs 40,500, and not every patient
being used? RoActemf canafford multiple doses.

In a web seminar of the 3—“‘ migéml - And yet, one section of doc-
International Federation of ET:M : tors continue to prescribe
Pharmaceutical Manufacturers w tocilizumab.
and Associations in September, N =
Dr Severin Schwan, Chief - Why are some doctors
Executive Officer of Roche, said L continuing with tocilizumab?
the company has not reduced = - Roche has partnered with

supply of tocilizumab after the
July 29 trial results. “We are using it in com-
bination with other drugs and trial results
are awaited. There is enough supply,” Dr
Schwan said.

While some doctors continue to give it
to patients, others have ceased to do so af-
ter the trial results. ] B Mantri, Joint
Commissioner in Maharashtra’s Food and

Gilead Sciences for another trial,
Remdata, of tocilizumab in combination
with the antiviral remdesivir, manufactured
by Gilead. Although the results of the trial,
which began in June with 450 patients, are
not yet out, doctors are optimistic based on
their anecdotal experience.

Pulmonologist Dr Jalil Parkar said
remdesivir-tocilizumab combination has

“turned around patients if used in the nick
of time”. “One must understand that trials
look for a specific outcome and select a spe-
cific pool of people. We can’t say the drug
failed because the specific outcome was not
achieved. I have treated more than 1,000
patients and clinical acumen has taught us
better use of tocilizumab now,” he said.

In April, Dr Parkar was the first in India
to use tocilizumab, on a 52-year-old Covid
patient in Lilavati Hospital. Then in short
supply, the drug was imported. The patient
died despite plasma therapy and three
doses of tocilizumab. But Parkar insists that
only adelay can render the drug ineffective.

Dr Mohan Joshi, Dean of Sion Hospital,
mentioned favourable outcomes in patients
given tocilizumab as part of a trial study in
Nair Hospital. Dr Balkrishna Adsul, Dean of
Seven Hills Hospital, said he has treated 900
patients with tocilizumab. “Whatever the trial
results say, if given on time this drug helps
improve oxygen saturation level in 24 to 48
hours.” Dr Adsul agreed that the drug is not
usefulinall patients, and said he usesitinjust
3-4% of hospitalised Covid-19 patients along
with remdesivir. “The key is using it at the
right time for the right person,” Adsul said.

What are the alternatives?
Remdesivir has not yet fallen out of

New Delhi

favour, although results of the World Health
Organization (WHO) Solidarity trial found
this drug — and a few other treatments in-
cluding hydroxychloroquine — were not ef-
fective in preventing mortality. On
Thursday, remdesivir became the first drug
to get US FDA approval for Covid-19 treat-
ment. Until now US FDA has only given
emergency-use authorisation to treatments
for Covid-19. Many doctors find remdesivir
effective if used early.

Plasma convalescent therapy too remains
under debate. An Indian Council of Medical
Research trial (PLACID) on 464 patientsin 39
hospitals has found this therapy ineffective in
preventing mortality. Experts have, however,
questioned these results as the donors were
not selected on the basis of neutralising an-
tibodies present in their plasma.

DrJayanthi Shastri, Head Microbiologist
in Mumbai’s Kasturba Laboratory, said ever
since the test became available, they are
now selecting donors based on antibody
titres and history of symptoms to ensure
good-quality plasma. Several hospitals also
insist on testing donors before extracting
their plasma to ensure the antibodies are
effective.

The steroid dexamethasone and the
blood thinner heparin too are being used
for treatment of Covid-19.
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NAMIBIA

7,000 DEAD SEALS FOUND ALONG BEACH

The number of dead seals found washed ashore on the coast of Namibia has risen to more
than 7000, non-profit group Ocean Conservation Namibia (OCN) said Friday: OCN said last
week thousands of dead seal pups had washed ashore at Pelican Point peninsula, a tourist des-
tination known for its colony of seals. The reason for the deaths have not yet been established.
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Edward Snowden

RUSSIA
Snowdengets
permanent
residencyin

Russia: lawyer

FORMER US security con-
tractor Edward Snowden
has been granted perma-
nent residency in Russia,
his lawyer said Thursday.
Snowden, a former con-
tractor with the US
National Security Agency,
has been living in Russia
since 2013 to escape pros-
ecutioninthe USafterleak-
ing classified documents
detailing government sur-
veillance programs. “Today,
Snowden was handed a
residency permit foran un-
limited period of time,” his
Russian lawyer Anatoly
Kucherena told Russia's
state Tass news agency.
Kucherenasaidthe applica-
tion was submitted in
April, but because of the
pandemic, it more time to
considerit. AP

AUSTRALIA
Nationwide child

exploitation
probe: 44 held

AUSTRALIAN POLICE said
on Friday they charged 44
men with possessing and
producing child-abuse
material after ayear-long
investigation into dis-
semination of abhorrent
content on the internet.
Police also removed 16
children from harminan
operation that saw ar-
rests in almost all of the
country’s eight states and
territories, the Australian
Federal Police (AFP) said
in a statement. The AFP
said it began the investi-
gation after receiving are-
port that thousands of
people were using an un-
specified cloud storage
platform to spread child-
abuse material. REUTERS

GERMANY
Hitler speeches
sellatauction

despite objection

HANDWRITTEN SPEECH
notes by Nazi dictator
Adolf Hitler sold at auc-
tionin Munich on Friday
despite concerns from
Jewish groups they
could encourage neo-
Nazis. The Hermann
Historica auction house
defended the sale of the
manuscripts, all dated
before the outbreak of
World War II, saying
they were of historical
significance and belong
preserved in a museum.
The documents all sold
to anonymous bidders
for well above their
starting prices. AP

In final Trump-Biden showdown,
less chaos but plenty of clashes

Candidates offer starkly divergent
views on Covid, health care, climate

ALEXANDERBURNS
& JONATHAN MARTIN
OCTOBER23

US PRESIDENT Donald Trump
and Joe Biden delivered starkly di-
vergent closing arguments to the
country in the final presidential
debate Thursday, offering oppo-
site prognoses for the coronavirus
pandemic and airing irreconcil-
able differences on subjects from
rescuing the economy and bol-
stering the health care system to
fighting climate change and re-
shaping the immigration system.

The debate was,on the whole,
amore restrained affair than the
first encounter between the two
candidates last month, when
Trump harangued Biden for most
of an hour and a half and effec-
tively short-circuited any policy
debate. But if the tenor of
Thursday’s forum was more se-
date, the conflict in matters of
substance and vision could not
have been more dramatic.

From the opening minutes,
the two candidates took opposing
stances on the pandemic, with
Trump promising, in defiance of
evidence, that the disease was
“going away” while Biden called
for much more aggressive federal
actionina “dark winter” ahead.

Trump, who badgered Biden
with increasing aggression over
the course of the debate, appeared
determined to cast his opponent
as a career politician who was, as
he jabbed toward the end of the
debate, “all talk and no action.”
And the President used the event
as his most prominent platform
yet for airing unsubstantiated at-
tacks about the finances of Biden
and members of his family.

Trump, however, did little to
lay out an affirmative case for his
own re-election, or to explain in
clear terms what he would hope
to do with another four years in
the White House. He frequently
misrepresented the facts of his
own record, and Biden’s. And on
his most important political vul-
nerability — his mismanagement
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RACE FOR
THE WHITE
HOUSE

Little has
changed for
@ candidates

EXPLAINED

TRUMP'S PERFORMANCE in
the first debate, in which he
repeatedly interrupted Biden,
had a negative impact on his
chances in the two crucial
swing states of Florida and
Pennsylvania, according toa
New York Times/Siena
College poll. But Thursday’s
debate is not likely to hurt his
campaign, experts say.
Biden’s performance was also
deemed adequate enough for
it to not have a negative im-
pact on his presidential bid.
This means nothing has
changed in terms of forecasts
for the Nov 3 election, with
Biden still maintaining a sub-
stantial lead over Trump, ac-
cording most major polls.

of the pandemic — Trump hewed
unswervingly to a message that
happy days are nearly here again.
Biden, for his part, stuck to the
core of the argument that has pro-
pelled his campaign from the
start, denouncing Trump as a di-
visive leader who botched the fed-
eral response to the pandemic.
Though Trump pushed him onto
the defensive repeatedly, Biden
also laid out a fuller version of his
own policy agenda than he man-
aged in the first debate, calling for
large-scale economic stimulus
spending, new aid to states bat-
tling Covid-19and amuscularex-
pansion of health care and worker
benefits nationwide. NYT

Sri Lanka Parliament
votes to strengthen
presidential powers

WARUNA KARUNATILAKE
COLOMBO, OCTOBER 23

SRILANKAN lawmakers approved
amendments to the constitution
that strengthened the powers of
President Gotabaya Rajapaksaand
took away Parliament’s role in
making key appointments suchas
judges and the police chief.

The new amendments were
passed by Parliament late on
Thursday with a two-thirds
majority after a raucous two-
day debate.

Rajapaksa, a former defence
chief who oversaw the military
defeat of Tamil separatists a
decade ago, swept to power last
November and has since consol-
idated control.

In August, his party over-
whelmingly wona parliamentary

Sri Lankan
President
Gotabaya
Rajapaksa

election onan election plank that
included doing away with a pre-
vious constitutional amendment
in 2015 that had put more power
in the legislature’s hands.

The government has argued
that strengthening the presi-
dent’s powers was required for
better governance.

Under the new law, Sri
Lanka’s President will have the
power to dissolve the legislature
any time after it crosses the half-
way mark of its five-year term.

The opposition has criticised
the move, and some wore red
arm-bands in protest. REUTERS

Trump and Biden during their last presidential debate in Nashville, Tennessee, Thursday. Reuters

KEY QUOTES: ‘WE'RE ROUNDING THE CORNER’ vs ‘DARK WINTER’

On CoviD-19
TRUMP: “We’re fighting it
and we’re fighting it hard...
We’re rounding the corner.
It's going away.”

BIDEN: “Anyone who's
responsible for that many
deaths should not remain as
president of United States of
America... We’re about to go
into adark winter, and he has
no clear plan.”

ON O1L INDUSTRY

BIDEN: “I would transition
from the oil industry...
Because the oil industry
pollutes, significantly.”

TRUMP: “Will you
remember that, Texas? Will
you remember that,
Pennsylvania?”

ON RACE
TRUMP: “(I've done) the

criminal justice reform bill,
prison reform, opportunity
zones, I took care of Black
colleges and universities.”

BIDEN: “(Trump) pours fuel
on every single racist fire. He
started off his campaign
coming down the escalator
saying he’s getting rid of
those Mexican ‘rapists’. He’s
banned Muslims because
they’re Muslims.” Reuters

Putin most likely directing election
interference to aid Trump, says CIA

JULIAN EBARNES
&DAVID ESANGER
WASHINGTON, OCTOBER 23

PRESIDENT VLADIMIR Putin of
Russia is most likely continuing to
approve and direct interference
operations aimed at raising
President Trump’s re-election
chances,arecent CIAanalysis con-
cluded, a signal that intelligence
agencies continue to back their as-
sessment of Russian activities de-
spite the President’s attacks.

The assessment was dissem-

l' Russian

President
Vladimir
Putin

inated in support of sanctions
imposed this month on Andriy
Derkach, a pro-Russian
Ukrainian lawmaker who has
spread information critical of Joe
Biden.Itis consistent with intel-
ligence officials’ warning to law-
makers in January that Russia
was interfering on Trump’s be-

half, a briefing that outraged
Republicans and eventually
helped oust Joseph Maguire
from his post as acting director
of national intelligence.

The CIA has moderate confi-
denceinits analysis, a lower de-
gree of certainty thanits 2016 as-
sessment of Putin’s preferences,
in part because the intelligence
community appears to lack in-
tercepted communications con-
firming his direction of
Derkach’s efforts. Putin, a former
intelligence agent, is careful not
to use electronic devices. NYT

Trump: Sudan will
join UAE, Bahrain
in recognising Israel

DEB RIECHMANN
&MATTHEW LEE
WASHINGTON, OCTOBER 23

USPRESIDENT Donald Trump an-
nounced Friday that Sudan will
start to normalise ties with Israel,
making it the third Arab state to
dosoas part of US-brokered deals
in the run-up to Election Day.

The deal, whichwould deepen
Sudan’s engagement with the
West, follows Trump’s conditional
agreement this week to remove
the North African nation from the
list of state sponsors of terrorism
if it pays compensation to
American victims of terror attacks.

It also delivers a foreign pol-
icy achievement for Trump just
days before the US election and
boosts his embattled ally, Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu. Recently, the US bro-
kered diplomatic pacts between
Israel and the United Arab
Emirates and Bahrain.

“Thisis one of the greatdaysin
the history of Sudan,” Trump said,
adding thatIsrael and Sudan have
beenin astate of war for decades.

“Itisanewworld,” Netanyahu
said over the phone. “We are co-
operating with everyone. Building
abetter future for all of us.”

Sudan PM Hamdok thanked
Trump for removing Sudan
from the terrorism list
ahead of normalisation of
ties with Israel

Trump’s announcement, the
morning after the final presiden-
tial debate with Democrat Joe
Biden, came after Sudan followed
through on its pledge to deliver
$335 million to compensate
Americanvictims of past terror at-
tacks and their families.

The removal of the terror des-
ignation opens the door for Sudan
to get international loans and aid
needed toreviveits battered econ-
omy and rescue the country’s
transition to democracy.

Sudan’s PM Abdalla Hamdok
thanked Trump for removing
Sudan from the terrorism listand
said he hoped to complete the
processina “timely manner”. AP

New US Covid cases in
single day near record

LISASHUMAKER
& MARIACASPANI
CHICAGO, OCTOBER 23

THE NUMBER of new Covid-19
cases reported in the United
States on Thursday was the sec-
ond highest onrecord, comingin
just short of their midsummer
peak as the spread of the novel
coronavirus accelerates in nearly
every region of the country.
Cases, hospitalisations and
deaths are all accelerating as
cooler weather descends on
much of the country. With
76,195 new cases on Thursday,
the United States was ap-
proaching its one-day record
high of 77,299 new cases on

TALKS ON FOR WIDER AGREEMENT ON LASTING END TO YEARS OF BLOODSHED

Warring Libyan rivals sign ceasefire deal

REUTERS
GENEVA,OCTOBER 23

LIBYA'S WARRING sides signed a
permanent ceasefire deal on
Friday, butany lastingend to years
of chaos and bloodshed will re-
quire wider agreement among
myriad armed groups and the out-
side powers that support them.
Acting UN envoy Stephanie
Williams said the ceasefire

Afirst commercial
passenger flight in over
ayear crossed frontlines
from Tripoli toland in
Benghazi on Friday

would start immediately and
that under the agreement all for-
eign fighters must quit Libya
within three months, while a

new joint police force would pa-
trol disputed areas.

As a first commercial passen-
ger flight in more than a year
crossed frontlines from Tripoli to
landinthe eastern city of Benghazi
on Friday, Williams hailed both
sides for reaching a deal.

“The road was long and diffi-
cult at times. Your patriotism
was your way forward and you
were able to reach a ceasefire
agreement,” she said after the

signing ceremony.

The talks come after the inter-
nationally recognised Govern-
ment of National Accord in June
beatback Khalifa Haftar’s eastern-
based Libyan National Army fol-
lowing its 14-month assault on
the capital. Since then, front lines
have stabilised west of the central
city of Sirte and eastern forces
ended an 8-month blockade of
Libyan oil output and exports that
was strangling state finances.

Xi takes jabs at US in Korean War anniversary

ASSOCIATED PRESS
BEIJING, OCTOBER 23

CHINESE LEADER Xi Jinping con-
demned “unilateralism, protec-
tionism and extreme egoism” in
a jab at the United States made
during a rally Friday to mark the
70th anniversary of China’s en-

| Chinese
President
Xi Jinping

try into the 1950-53 Korean War.
Although fightingendedina
stalemate, the war established

China as a major player on the
world stage and Friday’s com-
memorations closely fit with Xi's
drive to promote patriotism and
the unquestioned leadership of
the ruling Communist Party.

“In today’s world, the pursuit
of unilateralism, protectionism
and extreme egoism leads
nowhere,” Xi said.

“Arrogance, always doing as
one pleases, acts of hegemony,
overbearance or bullying will
lead nowhere,” Xi said, accord-
ing to comments released by the
official Xinhua News Agency.

The anniversary comes as
China’s relations with the US
have sunk to their lowest level
in decades. AP

THE PANDEMIC SENT INEQUALITY SOARING, BUT THE RICH NOwW FIND THEY CAN’T BEND THE WORLD TO THEIR WILL

The rich in New York confront an unfamiliar word:

GINIABELLAFANTE
OCTOBER23

ON MONDAY, a group of Upper
West Siders who had organised
against the placement of 235
homeless meninaresidential ho-
tel in their neighbourhood re-
ceived some unwelcome news.
On the morning the men were
supposed to move far downtown,
ajudge ruled that they could re-
mainwhere they were. Relocating
would be too disruptive and trau-
matic to people piecing their lives
back together amid a pandemic
Until that point, it seemed the
antagonists had civic power on
their side; self-interest was com-

ing up ahead as it so often does.
Last month, Mayor Bill de Blasio
agreed to get the homeless men
out of the complainants’ way —
removing them from the
Labradoodle serenity of the area,
where avocal minority was main-
taining that their lives had been
upended by ugliness and disorder.

The idea thatit would take at
least a month before the home-
less men could be relocated
prompted rage in a closed
Facebook group, where little ef-
fort was made to conceal the
most unsettling prejudices.

As one woman, a corporate
executive, theorised, the men
probably sought to stay in the
neighbourhood, not in pursuit of
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Homeless advocates painted slogans at the townhouse of
the lawyer leading the charge to remove homeless men
from a hotel in New York’s Upper West Side. NYT

some stability but rather be-
cause there are “lots of stores to
shoplift from” and “unmanned

vestibules they can vandalise.”
In fact, the overall crime rate in
the neighborhood over the past

month is down from the same
period last year; there have been
no murders, no shootings.

The anger among some of
those opposed to the temporary
shelter wasn’t just that they had-
n't been given what they wanted
but that they didn’t get what they
paid for. In this instance, they had
hired an expensive lawyer, Randy
Mastro, a former deputy mayor to
Rudy Giuliani, to help them get the
unhoused out of view. Now in
their private social media postings
they wondered where he wasand
what he had really done for them.

Clearly his contributions were
sufficientenough toignite the fury
of protesters, who defaced
Mastro’s townhouse this week.

The fight over sheltering ex-
emplifies just one of the ways
the pandemic has deepened the
class divide, while paradoxically
revealing that old-style transac-
tionalism no longer reliably
yielded the same gifts. The priv-
ileged were now playing on a
game board that had changed.

This bewildered entitlement
is not confined to those hoping
to buy their way to a version of
the Upper West Side that felt like
Westchester. It was echoed by
parents in New York’s private-
school world, as plans for re-
opening were announced in
August. Many schools — because
of teacher resistance, building
constraints and so on — were not

New Delhi

No

going to be able to offer live in-
struction five days a week.

This infuriated many parents,
who believed that their high tu-
ition fees ought to serve as a
hedge against inconvenience
during a global crisis.

During the seven months the
pandemic has had us by the scruff,
millions of people have been pro-
pelled into crises of joblessness,
grief, fear, faith, poverty, disloca-
tion. But even as the rich have
managed toaccelerate their gains
inaperpetual war against fairness,
the victories have become more
complicated. This hasbecome es-
pecially obvious at the level of ur-
ban policy, where the disparity is
the most pronounced. NYT

July 16, according to a Reuters
analysis.

US Health Secretary Alex
Azar attributed the increase in
cases to behavior of individuals,
saying household gatherings
have become a “major vector of
disease spread.”

Asked about an assertion by
President Donald Trump during
Thursday night’s presidential
debate that the United States is
“rounding the turn” on coron-
avirus, Azar told CNN that
Trump was trying to provide
hope to Americans waiting for
therapeutics and a vaccine. “But
we do need to acknowledge, and
he does acknowledge, that we're
in a very serious moment right
now,” Azar said. REUTERS

Nawaz Sharif

Pak’s anti-graft
body slaps fresh
corruption case
on Nawaz Sharif

SAJJADHUSSAIN
ISLAMABAD, OCTOBER 23

PAKISTAN'S ANTI-CORRUPTION
body has slapped a fresh corrup-
tion case on former prime min-
ister Nawaz Sharif, compound-
ing the legal woes of the
embattled Opposition leader
who has frequently attacked the
powerful military as well as the
government.

Sharif, the 70-year-old
supremo of the Pakistan Muslim
League (Nawaz) who was ousted
from power in 2017 by the
Supreme Court on corruption
charges, is currently in London
for medical treatment.

The National Accountability
Bureau also approved cases
against Sharif's ex-personal sec-
retary Fawad Hasan Fawad, for-
mer federal minister Ahsan Igbal,
former foreign secretary Aizaz
Chaudhry and former Intelligence
Bureau (IB) chief Aftab Sultan,
Dawn newspaper reported.

On Thursday, a total of 11
cases were approved at NAB's
Executive Board Meeting (EBM)
presided over by its chairman,
retired Justice Javed Igbal.

According to the NAB, a fresh
case was approved against Sharif
along with Chaudhry, Sultan and
Fawad for “illegally” purchasing
73 high-security vehicles for the
security of foreign dignitaries.

They are accused of
favouritismand illegal use of vehi-
cles, causingaloss of over Rs 1,952
million to the exchequer. PTI
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GST COMPENSATION DEFICIT: BORROWING AT 5.19%, TENOR LIKELY TO BE 3-5 YEARS

Govt kickstarts market borrowing,
transtfers t6K crto 16 states, 2 UTs

ENS ECONOMICBUREAU
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 23

BEGINNING THE process of mar-
ket borrowing to meet the com-
pensation deficit under the Goods
and Services Tax (GST) regime,
the Centre has borrowed and
transferred Rs 6,000 crore to 16
states and two union territories,
including Maharashtra, Gujarat,
Karnataka, Himachal Pradesh,
Bihar, Goa, Assam, Uttar Pradesh,
Delhi and Jammu & Kashmir, the
Finance Ministry said on Friday.
Out of these 16 states and 2 UTs,
five states did not have any short-
fallonaccount of GST compensa-
tion, it said.

The borrowing has been done
ataninterestrate of 5.19 per cent,
implying the same rate for states
inthe back-to-back loan arrange-
ment. Tenor of borrowing s likely
to be 3-5 years, it said.

Twenty one states and two

FINMIN INTENDS TO RELEASE T6K CR EVERY WEEK

W Of these 16 states and 2
UTs, five states did not have
any shortfall on account of
GST compensation.
ETwenty one states and
two union territories have
opted for this special
window involving
back-to-back borrowing
coordinated by the Ministry
of Finance.

B The Ministry intends to
release Rs 6,000 crore to the
states every week.

M The Finance Ministry had
last week said the Centre
would borrow from the
market and then actas an
intermediary to arrange
back-to-backloans to pay
the shortfall of Rs 1.1 lakh
crore to states.

union territories have opted for
this special window involving
back-to-back borrowing coordi-
nated by the Ministry of Finance.
The ministry intends to release
Rs 6,000 crore to the states every
week.

“Today, the central govern-
ment borrowed and transferred
Rs 6,000 crore as first tranche to
16 states namely Andhra Pradesh,

Assam, Bihar, Goa, Gujarat,
Haryana, Himachal Pradesh,
Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh,
Maharashtra, Meghalaya, Odisha,
Tamil Nadu, Tripura, Uttar
Pradesh, Uttarakhand and two
union territories: UT of Delhiand
UT of Jammu and Kashmir,” it
said.

Inasharpretraction of its ear-
lier position, the Finance Ministry

Eye on offline market, Flipkart
buys 7.8% in Aditya Birla Fashion

PRANAV MUKUL
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER23

WALMART-OWNED E-COMM-
ERCE company Flipkart has picked
a7.8 per cent stake in Aditya Birla
Fashion and Retail Ltd (ABFRL) for
Rs 1,500 crore inadeal that comes
atatime when the retail sector has
witnessed an uptick in M&A
transactions, with sectoral ana-
lysts expecting more such deals to
be announced in the near future.

Flipkart Group runs e-com-
merce platforms Flipkart and
Myntra, and is the market leader
in the online fashion category,
while ABFRL houses lifestyle
brands such as Allen Solly, Peter
England, Van Heusen in addition

—— BRIEFLY —

PMtointeract
with CEOs of ail
andgasfirms

New Delhi: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi will interact
via video conference with
CEOs of leading global oil
and gas companies on
Monday at an annual event
organised by the NITI Aayog
and the Ministry of
Petroleum and Natural Gas.

Govttosellup
to15%stakein
RVNLviaOFS

New Delhi: The government
is planning to sell up to 15
per cent stake in Rail Vikas
Nigam Ltd (RVNL) and has
invited bids from merchant
bankers for managing the
share sale process.

Indiagets
Chairmanship
of ILO body

New Delhi: After a gap of 35
years, India assumed the
Chairmanship of Governing
Body of International Labour
Organization (ILO), with
Labour Secretary Apurva
Chandrabeingelected tothe
post from October 2020 to
June2021,aLabour Ministry
statement said Friday. PTI

Veggie burgers
arestill burgers,
rulesEU

Brussels: Voting toreject pro-
posals backed by farmers,
the European Parliament
said on Friday that restau-
rants and shops in the
European Union should be
allowed to label products as
‘veggie burgers’ or ‘vegan
sausages’, while calling for
more curbs on labelling of
plant-based dairy substi-
tutes. REUTERS

to the Pantaloons chain of multi-
brand stores. The deal is part of a
trend where online retailers are
enteringinto financial and strate-
gic partnerships with offline re-
tailers to expand their presence.
“As far as India is concerned,
the penetration of online is very
small. So for them to grow their
business and get customers expe-
rience their products, they need
physical presence and the FDI reg-
ulations come in their way,” said
Arvind Singhal, CMD of retail con-
sultancy firm Technopak.
Sources in know of the deal
also pointed out that Flipkart and
ABFRL will need to find a way
around India’s foreign direct in-
vestment (FDI) norms, which bar
any entity in which an e-com-

merce firm or its group compa-
nies have a stake from selling on
their online platform.

“Through this transaction
with ABFRL, we will work towards
making available a wide range of
products for fashion-conscious
consumers across different retail
formats across the country,” said
Kalyan Krishnamurthy, CEO,
Flipkart Group.

Inastatement, ABFRLsaid that
it plans to use this capital to
strengthen its balance sheet and
“accelerateits growth trajectory”.
“This deal also provides a tremen-
dous opportunity to build scale of
existing brands and expand its
brand portfolio into emerging
consumer segments,” said Ashish
Dikshit, MD, ABFRL.

had last week said the Centre
would borrow from the market
and then act as an intermediary
to arrange back-to-back loans to
pay the GST compensation short-
fall of Rs 1.1 lakh crore to state
governments. This arrangement
will not reflect in the fiscal deficit
of the Centre and will appear as
capital receipts for state govern-
ments.

Some states such as Kerala,
Punjab and Chhattisgarh havein-
sisted on further clarifications and
ano-strings attached borrowing
mechanism along with asking to
include the balance compensa-
tion deficit amount beyond the
proposed borrowing of Rs 1.10
lakh crore also under the ambit of
the back-to-back loan mecha-
nism. Kerala’s Finance Minister
Thomas Isaac on Thursday had
said, “Having reached a consen-
susonwho should borrow, centre
and states can reach a consensus
on how much to borrow. Extend

CoviD-19 ImrACT

to all states additional 0.5% un-
conditional borrowing in the 2%
borrowingalready permitted. Let
the GST Council meet and con-
tinue the dialogue.”

The total GST revenue short-
fall for the current fiscal was esti-
mated to be Rs 3 lakh crore, of
which compensation cess collec-
tion was estimated to be Rs
65,000 crore, leaving a compen-
sationdeficit of Rs 2.35 lakh crore.
Of this Rs 2.35 lakh crore, Rs 1.1
lakh crore shortfall has been esti-
mated on account of GST imple-
mentation, while the rest of the
amount is being estimated as the
impact of the Covid-19 pandemic.

In August, the Centre gave two
options to the states — either bor-
row Rs 97,000 crore from a spe-
cial window facilitated by the RBI
orborrow Rs 2.35 lakh crore from
the market. The options have
since been revised toRs 1.10 lakh
crore and Rs 1.8 lakh crore, re-
spectively.

‘High cost, low priority to hit
sales growth of electric vehicles’

The pandemic s likely to delay the penetration of electric
vehicles (EVs), as low affordability and the government’s
priority to revive conventional auto industry takes the
focus away from EVs in the interim, rating firm Ind-Ra said

DOUBLE WHAMMY FOR

PV SEGMENT: The passenger
vehicles (PVs) segment of
e-mobility will face a double
whammy, as

W Consumers would be wary
to buy a costlier EV thanan
internal combustion engine
(ICE) vehicle

M Original equipment
manufacturers (OEMs) would
refrain from incurring high
capital expenditure

Possible year-
on-year decline

20%

in sales automobile
industry could seein FY21
amid reduced affordability
and lower economic
activities due to pandemic

Source: India Ratings/PTI

Gilead’s remdesivir first drug to
get Covid treatment nod in US

ENS ECONOMICBUREAU
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER23

THEUNITED States Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) on
Thursday approved Veklury
(remdesivir), an antiviral devel-
oped and patented by Gilead
Sciences, for Covid-19 treatment
of hospitalised adults and children
above the age of 12 years. This is
the firstand only treatment so far
toreceive the Americandrug reg-
ulator’s approval for Covid-19.
The nod, coming a week after
interim results of a global trial
sponsored by the World Health
Organization (WHO)said remde-
sivir was ineffective in preventing
Covid-19 deaths in hospitals, was
given on the basis of other trials.
Remdesivir, like other repur-
posed drugs, had been adminis-
tered to patients across the world
onthebasis of emergency use ap-
provals by regulators in various
countries, including India. Veklury
has been approved or authorised
for temporary use as a Covid-19
treatment in nearly 50 countries,
according to Gilead Sciences.
“The approval of Veklury was
supported by the agency’s analy-
sis of data from three randomized,
controlled clinical trials that in-
cluded patients hospitalized with
mild-to-severe COVID-19,” said a
US FDA release on the matter.
The trials taken into account
include the ACTT-1 randomised,
double-blind, placebo-controlled
trial conducted by the National
Institute of Allergy and Infectious
Diseases. This trial looked at 1,062
hospitalised patients with mild-

The future of the drug s still
being assessed in India,
especially after the interim
results of a WHO-sponsored
trial last week. Express file

to-severe Covid-19 to evaluate
how long it took them to recover
within 29 days of being treated.

“The median time to recovery
from Covid-19 was 10days for the
Veklury group compared to 15
days for the placebo group, a sta-
tistically significant difference.
Overall, the odds of clinical im-
provement at Day 15 were also
statistically significantly higherin
the Veklury group when com-
pared to the placebo group,”
stated the release.

Over five drug makers here, in-
cluding Dr Reddy’s Laboratories,
Ciplaand Hetero Healthcare, have
signed agreements with Gilead to
make and supply generic versions
of the patented drug in India as
well as many low-and middle-in-
come nations. However, the fu-
ture of the drug is still being as-
sessed inIndia, especially after the
interim results of the WHO-spon-
sored Solidarity Therapeutics trial
last week that said remdesivirand
other repurposed drugs under
study seemed to have “little orno

effect” on hospitalised patients.

“This trial has just been put up
(made public), their interim resu-
Its have been put up on the web-
site. Thishas notyet been peer re-
viewed, however, we find that
these drugs are not performing as
we had expected,” Dr Balram
Bhargava, Director General, Indian
Council of Medical Research said
on October 20, during a briefing
on the actions taken by the gov-
ernment to tackle Covid-19.

“So, debate and discussion is
ongoing at the national task force
and the joint monitoring group
and we will take into cognisance
resultsof these trialsand issue the
advisories accordingly,” he said.

Meanwhile, some Covid-19
doctors said they found the drug
beneficial in cutting down treat-
ment timelines in some cases.
Others are waiting on the final re-
sults of the trial to take a call on if
and how they will use this drug.

The size of the remdesivir
market in India was pegged at
around Rs 121.29 crore in the 12
months ended September, ac-
cording to estimates by pharma-
ceutical market research firm
AIOCD Awacs PharmaTrac.
However, these calculations were
made using data available for only
four of the several remdesivir
brands — Desrem (Mylan),
Remdac (Zydus Cadila), Cipremi
(Cipla) and Covifor (Hetero),
which means the size of the mar-
ket may actually be much higher.

Sales of remdesivir here have
risen substantially — nearly 96 per
cent in July-September for the
four aforementioned brands —
PharmaTrac data showed.

Sept crude oil processing rises over
Aug but still below pre-Covid levels

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 23

TOTALCRUDEoil processed by do-
mestic refiners in September was
8.8 per cent lower than the year-
ago period. However, it grew 9.6
per cent over August to reach its

highest level in this fiscal, accord-
ing to data released by the
Petroleum Ministry on Friday.
Domestic refiners cited high
inventory levels and low demand
for petroleum products due to
Covid-19asthe key reason behind
low processing levels. Domestic
production of crude oil and natu-

ral gas also fell by 6.1 per centand
10.7 per cent, respectively, from
September 2019. Domestic refin-
ers processed 17,707 Thousand
Metric Tonnes (TMT) of crude oil
in September, down 8.8 per cent
from September 2020, but higher
than the total crude processing of
16,150 TMT in August.

International market data till 1900 IST

Former NCLAT Chairperson
joins advisory board of the
group he once hauled up

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER23

FORMER NATIONAL Company
Law Appellate Tribunal (NCLAT)
Chairperson and retired Supreme
Court judge Justice SJ
Mukhopadhaya has been ap-
pointed to a 17-member global
advisory board of the Gupta
Family Group (GFG) alliance. The
new board will help the alliance
“in delivering its strategic priori-
tiesand achieving best practicein
environment, social and gover-
nance”, thealliance said ina state-
ment.

During his tenure as the
NCLAT Chairperson, Justice
Mukhopadhaya had presided
over some cases of insolvency and
bankruptcy, in which the Liberty
House group was a bidder for in-
solvent companies.

The GFG Alliance which has
the Liberty Steel Group, the
Alvance Aluminium Group and
the SIMECEnergy Group underits
umbrella, had announced the ap-
pointment of these 17 experts on
October 13. Justice Mukho-
padhaya is the only appointee
from India on the global board.

Mails sent to the GFG Alliance,
seeking details about what would
be the scope of work of Justice
Mukhopadhayaand his tenurere-

During his tenure as
NCLAT Chairperson,
JusticeS]
Mukhopadhaya had
presided over some
cases of insolvency and
bankruptcy, in which
Liberty House group
was a bidder for
insolvent companies

mained unanswered. Justice
Mukhopadhaya, who was ap-
pointed as the first chairperson of
NCLAT in 2016, had retired on
March 13 this year, having com-
pleted his tenure.

The NCLAT has remained
without an appointed head ever
since. Justice Bansi Lal Bhat, a for-
mer judge of the Jammu and
Kashmir High Court, took over as
the acting chairperson of NCLAT
on March 15 and has been head-
ing the appellate tribunal since
then. Heislikely to continue as the
acting chairperson until at least
December 31 this year, senior of-
ficials said.

Officials at the Ministry of
Corporate Affairs (MCA), the nodal
ministry for appointment of
members to the NCLAT as well as

the National Company Law Tribu-
nal (NCLT), said they were not
aware of Justice Mukhopadhaya’s
appointment to the GFG Alliance
board. The officials, however,
added there was no rule which
mandates MCA being informed.

“There is no prescribed cool-
ing-off period or the requirement
of informing the MCA as such.
Once amember retires after their
tenure, what they do is none of
our concern. There is no rule for
informing the MCA either,” asen-
ior official said.

One such company, for which
the Liberty House had bid and
then withdrawn its offer was
Amtek Auto.

The corporate insolvency res-
olution process of the company,
which remains pending more
than three years after it was initi-
ated, had seen Justice
Mukhopadhaya pulling up the
Liberty House group for not
following through with its resolu-
tion plan.

“Youareafailure party ...all the
time dragging your feet. You are
in bad reputation. We will not al-
low you to take advantage of the
appellate tribunal,” a two-mem-
ber Bench of the NCLAT, then
headed by Justice Mukhopadhaya
had observed.

Fullreport on
www.indianexpress.com

RBIMONETARY POLICY COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES

‘May take years to regain lost GDI”

ENS ECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,OCTOBER 23

THE  MONETARY  Policy
Committee (MPC)of the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) has indicated
that it “may take years” to regain
the lost GDP output. On the other
hand, the RBI panel, according to
theminutes released on Friday, has
signaled that there’s “space for fu-
ture rate cuts” if the inflation
evolves in line with expectations.

“There exists space for future

Output
recovery
® key

EXPLAINED

THE OUTLOOK for growth
and inflation for the next
3-4 quarters suggests the
need for a policy environ-
ment enabling recovery
of output.

rate cuts if the inflation evolves in

line with our expectations. This
space needs to be used judiciously
to support recovery in growth,”
RBI Governor Shaktikanta Das
said. The ongoing transmission of
past monetary policy actions
would help ease financial condi-
tions further, Das said in the min-
utes released by the RBL

Meanwhile, the RBI's central
board Friday held a meet to dis-
cuss,among other things, the eco-
nomic situation. The meeting de-
liberated on issues concerning
financial stability.

The Brihanmumbai Electric
() Supply & Transport Undertaking

NEHRU MEMORIAL MUSEUM AND LIBRARY

(An Autonomous body under the Ministry of Culture, Govt. of India)
Teen Murti House, New Delhi-110011

(Of The Brihanmumbai Municipal Corporation)

TENDER NOTICE

e-tender is invited for the supply of following item.

(1) Request for Proposal (RFP) For “Procurement of Services for
Implementation and Support of ERP Software for Electricity Billing,
Customer Care & allied activities”.

Note : For more details, log on to website https://mahatenders.gov.in.
PRO/AAM(M)/63/2020. GENERAL MANAGER

"

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA

| MH&FW., DGHS

g BCG VACCINE LABORATORY

.110,33 Feet Road, Mount Road,Guindy, Chennai-600 032. Tamil Nadu
TENDER NOTICE

Sealed tenders are invited from the Manufacturers / Dealers in the

prescribed form ON or BEFORE 17.11.2020 01:30 PM for supply of

the following item. Technical Bid will be opened at 03:00 PM on

17.11.2020 at the above said office address. The date and time of

opening of Financial Bid will be informed to the bidders who are qualified

in the Technical Bid.

SI.No Description of the item

e

I-_;.l-l

N

o

Quantity

Nehru Memorial Museum and Library(NMML) is developing
Museum on Prime Ministers in the Teen Murti complex.

NMML invites E-bids for the following :

RFP No RFP

MOPM/RFP/2020/003V2 | Set up and Operating a
Souvenir Shop on Leave and
Licence basis

MOPM/RFP/2020/004V2 | Set up and Operating a Cafe
onLeave and Licence basis

The last date for submission of e-bid is 18th Nov. 2020 up to
17.00 hrs (IST). For more details please visit website
www.tenderwizard.com/NMML, www.eprocure.gov.in and

http://nehrumemorial.nic.in/e-tenders.html

ﬁ BANGALORE ELECTRICITY SUPPLY COMPANY LIMITED

(Wholly owned by Government of Karnataka undertaking)

(CIN-U04010KA2002SGC030438)

BRIEF TENDER NOTIFICATION (Through e-procurement)

1 No. D.21016/01/2020-21(Stores)

LIGHT AMBER COLOUR TUBULAR 2R VIALS
WITH FLAT BOTTOM, TYPE 1, NEUTRAL
GLASS VIALS AS PER DRAWING AND
SPECIFICATION ENCLOSED IN THE TENDER
FORM AS ANNEXURE - |

2 No.D.21016/02/2020-21 (Stores)

Aluminium Flip Off - Suitable for 2R Vials,
Plastic Button to be pale yellow colour with
glossy finish enabling for sticking VVM as per
Drawing and Specification enclosed in the
Tender Form as Annexure -1

3 No. D.21016/03/2020-21(Stores)

BIFID SILICONISED RUBBER WADS 13MM
BROMO BUTYL LYO, GREY COLOUR
SUITABLE FOR 2R VIALS - READY TO WASH
AS PER DRAWING AND SPECIFICATION
ENCLOSED IN THE TENDER FORM AS
ANNEXURE -1

Drawing with specification, Tender Forms and Vendor Qualification forms
can be downloaded from the CPP Portal / BCGVL website -

dirbcglab.gov.in DIRECTOR

30 lakhs

20 lakhs

10 lakhs

(AMI) in BESCOM”.

Office, BESCOM, Bangalore.

karnataka.gov.in

For Electricity related complaints call: 1912
Download “BESCOM Mithra” Mobile APP

upto 18.11.2020, 17:00 Hrs.
19.11.2020, 17:30 Hrs. All the payments such as tender cost,
EMD, etc. shall be made through e-payment mode. Further,
bidders can take assistance with e-procurement help desk at
080-25501216 and 080-25501227 or websﬂesglttps :/leproc.

BESCOM invites tender vide Enquiry No.: BESCOM/GM(M&C)/
DGM(SG&EV)/BC-53/2020-21/ENQ-02 dated: 21-10-2020 for
“ProvidingTransaction Advisory Services along with Bid
advisory services for Advanced Metering Infrastructure

Issue of Bid Documents: From 03.11.2020 at 17:00 Hrs.
onwards. Last Date for submission of Queries through
e-portal: Upto 09.11.2020, before 17:00 Hrs. Pre-bid meeting:
On 10.11.2020 @ 11:00 Hrs. at Board Room, Corporate

Last date for bid submission:
Opening of bid documents:

The General Manager (Ele.)
Meters and Commercial,
BESCOM

adani

Electricity

ADANI ELECTRICITY MUMBAI LIMITED
Registered Office: Adani House, 56, Shrimali Society,
Nr. Mithakhali Six Roads, Navrangpura,

NOTICE INVITING TENDER

Ahmedabad, Gujarat 380009, India.
Website: www.adanielectricity.com
CIN: U74999GJ2008PLC107256

. . Due Date & Date &
NIT No. Brief Works Description Estimated Cost Cost of EMD Pr_ebld Time of Time of
(INR, Lakhs) (INR, Lakhs) Meeting Date Submission Bid Opening
AEML/DTPS/ . y 29.10.2020 04.11.2020 11.11.2020
2020-21/06 Refurbishment of Fire Tender MH 04 DT 548 4218 0.50 10:30 Hrs 16:00 Hrs 16:00 Hrs
AEML/DTPS/ . 29.10.2020 04.11.2020 05.11.2020
2020-21/07 Renovation of Coal Yards 98.00 1.00 10:30 Hrs 16:00 Hrs 16:00 Hrs

Date: 24/10/2020

Cost of each tender :- Rs. 1180 /- All Materials & Services will be as per AEML-Dahanu Specifications / BOQ.
All Prebid Meetings will be done electronically / telephonically due to the COVID-19 restrictions.

For details with respect to Service/ Material, Qualifying Requirement , Terms & Conditions, Services / Submission of Tender Documents, etc.,
please visit our website :- www.adanielectricity.com> Tenders > Open Tenders. The Tender document will be available on the above link from 24 Oct 2020.

Tenderer must submit their bids online / electronically. Vendor should visit the website www.adanielectricity.com
in for any Corrigendum / Amendments; no separate information regarding Corrigendum will be published in newspapers.

Central Procurement Group

New Delhi
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Classifieds

PERSONAL

I,VINOD BUDHRAJA S/O
KRISHAN LAL BUDHRAJA R/O B-
111,THIRD-FLOOR,DERAWAL
NAGAR,DR.MUKHERJEE-
NAGAR,DELHI-110009.
CHANGEDMY NAMETO VINOD
KUMAR BUDHRAJA.

0040552371-3

1,Chitwan,D/o Sharad
Chandra,Resident of,E-23,Type
VB,Sector-10,Nivedita-Kunj,
R.K.Puram,New Delhi-
110022,have changed my name
to Chitwan Chandra,for
all,future purposes

0040552352-8

I,Siddharth S/o Satya Pal Hora
R/050-D,3rd Floor,Block-BW
SFS Flats,Shalimar Bagh,Delhi-
110088,have changed my name
to Siddharth Arora
Permanently. 0040552392-8

I,Santosh Kumar,S/o Devendra
Prasad Singh,R/0-72, Kumhar
Mohalla Jasola-Village,
Okhla,Delhi-25,chabged my
minor daughter’s name to
Manaswi to Manaswi
Kashyap,for all Purposes.

0040552392-6

I,Sanskriti D/o Naveen Kandpal
R/0,4/2912, Gali.no 1-A,Bihari
Colony Shahdara Delhi-110032,
have changed my name to
Sanskriti Kandpal for,all
purposes. 0040552392-7

I,Sangeeta W/o0 Umesh Chand
Sethi R/0 House.No.E-182,
Krishan Vihar, Delhi-
110086,declare that name of
mine has been wrongly-written
as Sangita in my Delhi Police
Service-Record (PISNo.-
28892862)and as Sangeeta SR
inmy 10th-Class Educational
Documents.Correct name is
Sangeeta. 0040552361-8

1,Bibikhushumud,W/o-
Islamuddin,R/0-H.No.A-2,
Priyadarshini Vihar,
Road.No.64,Tahirpur, Delhi-
110095,have changed my name
to Khushnuda Khatoon for all
purposes. 0040552371-8

I, Vijay Kumar R/o Village Chira,
PO Lower Ghallour, Tehsil-
Jawalamukhi, Distt. Kangra,
Himachal Pradesh-176031. In
my Army Record My Wife’s
name is wrongly written as
Aradhana Sharma But Correct
Name is Aradhna Sharma.

0040552323-1

1, Trilok Singh S/0-Jagat Singh
R/0-H.No0.76-C, Gali.No.7-
C,Munirka Kunj,Dinarpur,
Najafgarh, New Delhi-
110043,inform that
above.addressis my
Permanent Address.My
Aadhar.No is 766508503824.

0040552361-9

l, Sweety W/o Vinay R/0 4/1482,
Gali.No-14 A,Pandav Road,
Vishwas-Nagar,Delhi-
110032,have changed my name
to Gauri. 0040552352-6

1,SONALI,D/O MANOJ
KUMARH.NO-496, SAWANI
ESTATE, ALPHA-2, GREATER-
NOIDA, UP-201310, changed my
name to SONALI YADAV,all
future purposes.

0040552352-4

I,SHIV KUMAR,S/0-DARSHAN
LAL,R/0-504/9,JANTA-
COLONY,CIRCULAR
ROAD,SHAHDARA,DELHI-
110032,HAVE CHANGED THE
NAME OF MY MINOR
DAUGHTER NIKKI(AGED-
11YEARS)AND SHE SHALL
HEREAFTER BEKNOWN AS
NANDNI. 0040552392-4

I,Rinipreet Saini W/0-Ranjeet
Singh Randhawa R/0O-
1440/586,Block-B,Surdas
Colony,village-Tilpat
Amarnagar Faridabad-
121003,Haryana,have Changed
my Name to Rinipreet Kaur
Randhawa. 0040552361-3

I,RAJIBLOCHANA ACHARYA S/O-
KARTICK CHANDRA
ACHARYA,R/0-V, EKTA-
APPARTMENT, FLAT-1A,
MUNDKA,WEST/DELHI,DELHI-
110041,changed my name to
RAJIBLOCHAN ACHARYA,all
future,purposes.

0040552352-5

1,N0-14704194N,Naik Updesh
Sharma,S/o Late Shri Suraj
Kumar Sharma,C/o 56 APO, 2
NAGA Regt, PIN-910372 do
hereby declare that my mother
name is wrongly-recordedin
my service-document as
Sangita Sharmainstead of the
correct-name Sangeeta Devi. |
am applying for correction.
Objection,if any may be
conveyed to concerned
authorities within seven days.

0040552371-10

l, Shama Gupta W/o Late Vinod
GuptaR/0 D-29,Harit Niketan,
West Enclave, Pitampura,
Delhi-34,have changed my
name to SHYAMA GUPTA.

0040552361-4

1, Sanjay Raj S/O Kalyan Mal,
Ho.n0.105, GF.Kishan kunj part-
1.Laxmi-Nagar, Delhi-110092,
changed my name to Sanjay
Raj Meena. 0040552352-1

1, Raj Kushal S/o,Kehar Singh
R/0-1188, Sector-37, Arun-
Vihar, Noida, Gautambuddha
Nagar, U.P.-201303,have
changed my name to Raj
Kushal Singh Rathour.

0040552392-5

I, Rabiya W/0 Sadiq Hasan R/O
E-11/71 2nd Floor, Khirki
Extension, Malviya Nagar, New
Delhi-110017 Have Changed My
Minor Son Name from Mohd
Salman Ansari to Abdul Ahad
Hasan. Both Are Same Person
The CorrectD.O.Bls
20/09/2006. 0040552312-1

l, OMKAR BANSAL S/o-Late Sh.
Gyan Chand Bansal,R/0-CA-
187, GaliNo.2/1, Netaji
Gali,Thana Road, Bhajanpura,
Delhi-110053.,I,confirm that
name ONKAR BANSAL and
OMKAR BANSAL both name are
same person. 0040552355-1

l,Anita devi,W/0 Vinod kumar,
Address-Subhash gali bichla
bazar bhiwani haryana-
127021,have Changed my name
to Anitarani. 0040552352-7

1, Mahouria Ummi,D/o-Abdul
Rashi Khan,R/0-35/36,Block R3-
A2,Mohan Garden,Uttam
Nagar,New Delhi-110059, have
changed my name to UME
Akhter for all purpose.

0040552371-7

I,Neetu W/o-Pushkar
Vashisth,R/0-A-
1B/93C,Krishana Appt.,Vishal-
Bharti Public-School,Paschim-
Vihar,Delhi,informthatin
school-documents of my son
Dhruv Vashisth name has been
wrongly-mentioned as Dhruv
Vashishth and Dhruv
Vashisht.The actual-name of
my sonis Dhruv Vashisth.

0040552371-5

I,Mahesh Kumar S/o SurajR/0 A-
3/49, Sector-17, Rohini,Delhi-
110089, have changed my name
to Mahesh Kumar Mathur for
all purposes. 0040552352-3

I,Mukul D/0 Gopal Singh Jamwal
R/0 H.N0.863/1 Raja Garden
Sector-19, KheriKalan,
Faridabad,Haryana-
121002,have changed my name
to Mukul Jamwal.

0040552371-4

I,Krishnakumari A w/o-
Rajendramenon R/O-
Ambrayeth-Veedu,
Chendangadu,Kottayi-i,
Chennangad, Palakad, Kerala-
678573,Have Changed my
Name to Krishnakumari
Ambrayeth. 0040552371-1

I,Krishna Mohan
Pandey,S/0,SitaRam
Pandey,R/0,E-
1551/52,2Floor,Dr. Ambedkar
Nagar,Phase-
2,M.B.Road,New.Delhi-110080,
have changed my minor Son’s
name from Divya Pandey to
Divya Kumar Pandey for,all
purposes. 0040552361-1

I,Ishitwa,D/o Sharad
Chandra,Resident of,E-23,Type
VB,Sector-10,Nivedita-Kunj,
R.K.Puram,New Delhi-
110022,have changed my name
to Ishitwa Chandra,for
all,future purposes

0040552352-9

I,Hari Ram Haldwani S/O-
Deewan Chand, H.NO-430, Gali
No-15, Chandan-Vihar Sant-
Nagar,Burari,Delhi-110084
have changed my name to Hari
Ram. 0040552352-2

I,Fazeel Ahmad Khan,S/O
Shakeel Ahmad Khan,R/0
1-B,FF,DDA/Flat Sarai
Jullena,New Delhi-110025,have
changed name to Fazeel
Ahmed Khan. 0040552371-6

I Ankita Om Prakash Jha W/0,
Abhishek Kumar JhaR/o C 242,
1stFloor, Sector 19, Noida have
changed my name to Ankita
Jhaforall purposes

0040552313-1

I, Kranti Anand W/o Anand R/o-
B-200, SPS Apartment Phase-
Il,Radhey Shyam
Park,Sahibabad,Ghaziabad,
have changed my nameto
Kranthi Bandi. 0040552392-2

I, KALLUKALAYIL THOMAS S/0
SH. THOMAS CALLUKALAYIL
MAMMEN R/0-21-G, POCKET-A-
3,MAYUR VIHAR-3,DELHI-
110096,HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO KALLUKALAYIL
THOMAS THOMAS FORALL
PURPOSES. 0040552371-2

I, Jasvinder Singh R/0 106a/2
Govindpuri Kalka Ji New Delhi
110019 have changed my minor
son’s name from Rajindra
Singh to Rajender Singh for all
purposes. 0040552314-1

l, Gugan Kumar Chachan,S/o
Shankar Lal Chachan R/0-D-2,
T-4,Bharat Apartment,
ChanderNagar,Ghaziabad,hav
e changed my name to Gugan
Kumar. 0040552392-3

I, Dinesh Kumar,S/o-
Tarachand,R/o-Flat-No-114,
2nd-Floor,Lampur-Road,
Opp.MCD-Hospital, Narela,
Delhi-40,that name of my son
wrongly-written,in his Aadhar-
card as OMinstead of OM
ARYA. 0040552392-1

I Sunita W/0, Hari Pal Dabas R/o
House Number 553,Village
Kanjhawala, Delhi-110081 have
changed my name to Sunita
Deviforall purposes

0040552316-1

IRana Sohail Salim Kazi S/o
Salim Kazi, R/0 8073, Gali No.8,
Multani Dhanda, Pahar Ganj,
New Delhi-110055, have
changed my nameto Rana
Sohail Kazi, permanently

0040552346-1

PUBLIC NOTICE

“It is hereby informed to the public at|
large that my client namely Smt.
Saraswati Sharma w/oLate Vinod Kumarl
Sharma R/o C-36. DDA Flats Kalkaji,
New Delhi-110019, being purchase A-|
150, First Floor, DDA Janta Flats, Kalkaji,
New Delhi-110019, from its owner Shri
Sunil Kumar Mittal Son of Jai Narain
Mittal, if anyone has any objection, claim,
rights, title, interest, ownership,

INavjot Singh s/o Jatinder
Singh R/0 A4/68 Cottage
Enclave Paschim Vihar New
Delhi-110063 have changed my
miner daughter name from
Krishveen to Krishveen Kaur

0040552328-1

| Gaurav Bharti (D.O.B-
15/11/2004) S/o-Sanjay Kumar
R/0-D-91, Gali-No.7,
Shardhanand Colony,Bhalswa
Dairy,Delhi-110042 declare that
my Mother & Father name
wrongly-written in my School-
Record as Pushplata & Sanjay
Gupta.The actual name of my
Mother & Father is Pushplata
Devi & Sanjay Kumar
respectively, which may be
amended accordingly.

0040552334-1

IDharmender Kumar S/o-
Sh.Man Singh R/0-A-176,A-
Block, Gali-No.9, Nasirpur
Colony,Palam Village,South
Delhi-110045 have changed my
Daughter’s Name Nandini Kain
to Nandani Singh for all
purpose.That Nandini Kain &
Nandani Singh is the one and
same person. 0040552310-1

I,Ranjeet Singh S/0-Sukhwant
Singh R/0-1440/586,Block-
B,Surdas Colony,Village-
Tilpat,Amarnagar Faridabad-
121003,Haryana,have Changed
my Name to Ranjeet Singh
Randhawa. 0040552361-2

p on, lien, encumbrances,
mortgage, gift, agreement or any nature
\whatsoever in the above said property or|
any sort of disputeflitigation or otherwise
has any objection for its sale/transfer to
my client then such person/ bank/|
NBFC/F.I, or entity should forthwith
contact or notify the undersigned in
respect of the same along with valid
[documentary proof within 15 days from!|
the date of this publication, failing which it|
shall be presumed that the above said
property is absolutely free from all sorts
of encumbrances, charges, claim,
disputes etc of any nature whatsoever|
the above named owner are vested with|
absolute clean, clear and marketable title;
of the property and is fully empower to|
sell the said property to my client, the
same shall proceed further to complete
the sale transaction.

AUGUST KUMAR (Advocate)
1681/3, Govind Puri Exin., Kalkaji, New Dethi-110019

PUBLIC NOTICE

Be it known that my client Mrs.
Ruma Taneja, W/o Mr. Narender
Taneja, R/o 1957/151, Ganesh
Pura, Tri Nagar, Delhi- 35 had
severed all relations with her son
Munish Taneja & daughter-in-law,
Deepti Taneja by a publish in daily
newspaper details of which are
presently not known herein.
Currently, Mrs. Ruma Taneja &
her husband both are having
cordial relations with them.
Therefore, my client willingly
revoke & cancel all the previous
publication(s) published by her in
newspaper(s) or any other such
information or any other document
which debars her son &/or
daughter-in law from their right in
her property.
Pulkit Narang (Advocate)
Ch. No. D-419,
Karkardooma Courts, Delhi

PUBLIC NOTICE

My client, Sh. Shiv Kumar Jindal S/O
Sh. Jage Ram and his wife Smt.
Santosh Jindal Both R/O H. No. 229/
230, Upper Ground Floor, Pocket 2,
Sector 22, Rohini, Delhi-110086, has
severed all connection with their
daughter Ms. Neha Jindal as she is out
of their control and living separately at
unknown place for the last about one
year. She has taken car No. DL 12 C
Q9521 registered in the name of Smt.
Santosh Jindal with her and using it
without the permission of Smt. Santosh
Jindal. My clients have debarred their
daughter Ms. Neha Jindal from all of
their movable and immovable
properties. Henceforth my clients are
not responsible for any act/deed done
by their daughter Ms. Neha Jindal.
Sd/- (S.S. RATHEE) ADVOCATE
Ch. No. C-77A, CL Joseph Block
Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi- 110054

IDharmender Kumar S/o-
Sh.Man Singh R/0-A-176, A-
Block, Gali-No.9, Nasirpur
Colony,Palam Village,South
Delhi-110045 have changed my
Son’s Name Mridul Kain to
Mridul Singh for all
purpose.That Mridul Kain &
Mridul Singhis the one and
same person. 0040552311-1

I, Madhu spouse of Sudesh Pal
Singhresident of VPO-
Gwarauli Tahsil-Khurja Dist
Bulandshahar UP have
changed my name from Madhu
to Madhu Singh vide Affidavit
dated 05.08.2020 before Notary,
Khurja, Dist Bulandshahr, Uttar
Pradesh-203131.

BUSINESS OFFERS

Manned Office available in
Taichung Taiwan on
monthly/Deal To Deal basis.
Interested Companies to
contact +91 7696280269.
ibmpl@aol.in 0020412518-2

LOST & FOUND

I, VIPIN KUMAR,S/o-Late
shri.Jagdish kumar,R/0-
96/144,DDA-flats,south-
enclave,Ambedkar-
nagar,Dakshinpuri,New-Delhi-
110062,have Lost my original-
property Documents-Demand
letter-vide DDA file.no-J/5
(96)/82/DP,property address-
DDA-janta flat.no-96,Ground-
floor,cat-Janta,
Dakshinpuri,New Delhi-110062.

0040552352-10

PUBLIC NOTICE

My client Om Prakash Gupta
owns Flat No. 554 Sector-16B,
Pocket B Phase Il Category C/GF
Group C Dwarka New Delhi lost
original documents of Flat
advertised in HT  dated
11.05.2019. He apprehends on
forged ownership documents flat
was sold and purchased by some
persons. Inform immediately if
anyone dealtwith this flat to me
within 7 days.
Sd/- S.P Bansal Advocate
Enrl.No. D4/2008
Ch. No. 229, lInd Floor, Lawyer’s
Chamber Block, District Court
Rohini, Delhi-110085

PUBLIC NOTICE
My clients Sh Manish Bhardwaj S/o Sh.
Bhim Singh Bhardwaj and his wife Deepti
Bhardwaj both R/o 5265, 1st Floor,
Kolhapur Road, Kolhapur House, Kamla
Nagar, Delhi-07 have severed all their

relations with real cousins (children of
Chacha late Sh. Satya Narayan Bhardwaj)
namely Gaurav Bhardwaj, Saurav
Bhardwaj & Ruchika Sharma @ Ruchika
Bhardwaj @ Ruchika Dixit @ Ruchika all
R/o FlatNo 1803, Plot No. 5. Sector 4 New
Jai Bharat Apartment Dwarka New Delhi
with immediate effect due to their
misdeeds and misconducts. My clients are
not responsible for any acts & deeds done
bythemin past presentand future.

Sanjay Padam Jain (Advocate)
Ch. No. 463 A&B, Western Wings,
Tis Hazari Court, Delhi-54.

PUBLIC NOTICE
General public is hereby informed that
my client Sh. Vashisth Pandey S/o Sh.
Chhedi Pandey and Smt. Shobha
Pandey W/o Sh. Vashisth Pandey both
R/o H. No. B-251, D-Block, Kaadi Vihar,
kadi Pur, North Delhi-110036, has
severed all their relations and ties from
their son namely Sh. Ajay Panday,
Daughter-In-Law namely Smt. Anju
Pandey W/o Ajay Panday and their
grandson namely Shiva s/o Ajay Panday
and to their disobedience and cruel
behaviour towards my above named
clients & my clients have disowned and
debarred them from all their moveable &
immovable properties & anyone dealing
with them in future in any manner
whatsoever shall do so at their own risk
and consequences and my clients shall
not be responsible for any acts, deeds &
things done by said sons & daughter-in-

faws. Shrawan Babu (Advocate)
Ch. No. 1410, Rohini Courts, Delhi.

1Som Vati W/0-Sh.Sudhir Vats,
R/0-H.N0.756/2, Near Sawati
Modern School,Mundka, Delhi-
110041,have change my name
Som Vati to Somwati for all
purpose.That Som Vati &
Somwati is the one and same
person. 0040552309-1

| Savitri W/0, Ramesh Chander
R/0H.no.139, Village
Kanjhawala, delhi-110081 have
changed my name to Savitri
Deviforall purposes.

0040552315-1

I Rekha Chauhan w/o Arvind
Kumar resident of C-419, gokal
puri, delhi-110094, have
changed my name from Rekha
Chauhan to Rekha Rani for all
future purposes.

0040552321-1

PUBLIC NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that my
client Mrs. Inderjeet Kaur W/o
Late S. Bhupinder Singh is the
legal heir of property 24/14B
Tilak Nagar New Delhi 18. Notice
is hereby given public at large
that we are not selling aforesaid
property to anyone. Some people
are trying to sell said property
without permission of my client.
If anyone is buying the said
property he/she will be
responaible. If anyone need any
clarification he/she can contact
Praveen Rastogi

(Advocate)

PUBLIC NOTICE

General Public is informed that my client Sh.
Chander Gupta Maurya aged 59 years s/o
Sh. Nanak Chand Maurya, R/o H. No. 4788,
Gali No.45. Raiger Pura, Karol Bagh, New
Delhi-110005 hereby notify to the public that
| have severed and disconnected all my
relations with my son Lokender Maurya and
his family and have disowned / disinherited
from all my moveable and immoveable

rties and have no link or connection

Bhagwanti w/o Mr.Narain Das
Arorad/o Harichand Arorar/o
8A/20 Geeta Colony, Delhi-31,
hereby change my nameto
Bhawna Arora for all future
purpose. 0040552305-1

with them. Anybody dealing with them in any

manner shall be doing so at his / her own
risk and responsibility.

Sd/-

Rajeev Khanna

Advocate

Enrl. D/586-1B/96

Chamber no.752, Saket Lawyers Block,

Saket Courts, Saket New Delhi-17.

PUBLIC NOTICE

General public is hereby informed
that the original chain of title deeds
including the Sale Deed in respect of
Khasra No. 1833, Rangpuri, Vasant
Kunj, New Delhi in favour of Smt.
Shashi Sankhla W/o Shri D.C.
Sankhla R/o 27, Rajpur Road, Delhi
have been lost/ misplaced. If any
body found the same please return
the valuable documents to the
undersigned and not to misuse the
same in any manner. If any body
misuses the said lost documents and
deals with respect to said property
then the undersigned shall not be
liable or responsible for the same.

Smt. Shashi Sankhla
Mob.No. 9871232222

PUBLIC NOTICE

My client (1) Sh. Harish Kumar S/o Late Sh.
Prem Raj R/o H.No. 5503, New Chandrawal,
Delhi-110007 is the owner of property No.
5342/XI, 5343/XIl, 5346/XIl and property
No.5347- 49/XIl, Gali No.6, New Chandrawal,
Delhi-110007 situated in Khasra No. 276; (2)
my client Sh. Lalit Kumar S/o Late Sh. Prem
Raj R/o H.No. 5504, New Chandrawal, Delhi-
110007 is the owner of property No. 5340B/XIl,
5340C/XIl, 5344/XIl, 5356/XIl and property
No.5357/XIl, Gali No.6, New Chandrawal,
Delhi-110007 situated in Khasra No.276; (3)
my client Late Sh. Rakesh Kumar S/o Late Sh
Prem Raj (represented by his son Amit Kumar)
R/o H.No.5496, New Chandrawal, Delhi-

110007 is the owner of property No.5350/XIl,
5351/XIl, 5352/XIl, 5353/XII, 5354/XIl and
5355/XIl, Gali No.6, New Chandrawal, Delhi-
110007 situated in Khasra No.276. If any
person will sale or purchase any part or portion
of the above mentioned properties, in any
manner whatsoever, such action will be illegal
and my clients will take stern legal action
against such person(s)
R.P.S. SIROHI (Advocate)
Ch. No. P.0.3, Post Office Lane,
Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-54

PUBLIC NOTICE
My client Sh. Bhim Singh Bhardwaj S/o
Late Ram Kishan Bhardwaj Rio 5265
Kolhapur Road, Kolhapur House, Kamla
Nagar, Delhi-07 has severed all his
relations with children of his real brother
late Sh. Satya Narayan Bhardwaj, Namely
Gaurav Bhardwaj, Saurav Bhardwaj and
Ruchika Sharma @ Ruchika Bhardwaj @
Ruchika Dixit @ Ruchika All R/o Flat No
1803, Plot No 5, Sector 4, New Jai Bharat
Apartment, Dwarka, New Delhi with
immediate effect due to their misdeeds &
misconducts. My client is not responsible
for any acts and deeds done by them in
past present & future. Manish bhardwaj is
the only legal heir of my client.

Sanjay Padam Jain (Advocate)
Ch. No. 463 A&B, Western Wings,
Tis Hazari Court, Delhi-54.

PUBLIC NOTICE

GENERAL PUBLIC IS HEREBY
INFORMED THAT MY CLIENT MR.
MOHAN DUTT SHARMA SON OF LATE
PT. VIDDYA RATTAN RESIDENT OF D-7,
KIRTI NAGAR, NEW DELHI-110015 IS
ONE OF THE CO-OWNERS AND IN
LAWFUL POSSESSION OF THE SAID
PROPERTY AND THAT MY CLIENT HAS
NEITHER ENTERED INTO  ANY
AGREEMENT ~ OF  SALE  NOR
AUTHORISED ANYONE INCLUDING MR.
SANJEEV WADHWA PROP. M/S. NEEV
INFRA, F-48, KIRTI NAGAR, NEW DELHI,
EITHER TO DEVELOP THE SAID
PROPERTY OR TO SELL THE SAME OR
ANY PORTION THEREOF. ~ANY
PERSON(S) DEALING WITH THE SAID
M/S. NEEV INFRA OR ANY OTHER
PERSON IN CONNECTION WITH THE
AFORESAID PROPERTY OF MY CLIENT
SHALL BE DOING SO AT HIS ENTIRE
RISKS, COSTS AND RESPONSIBILITY
AND MY CLIENT SHALL NEITHER BE
BOUND BY ANY SUCH DEAL NOR
RESPONSIBLE FOR THE SAME, IN ANY
MANNER.
Sd/- PANKAJ MALHOTRA (Advocate)
(D/3033/2012) 495, LAWYERS'
CHAMBERS, DELHI HIGH COURT
NEW DELHI-110003.

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is publicly notified that my

client Mrs. Rachna Sharma
W/o Sh. Rajesh Kumar Sharma
while returning from copying
the title deeds in the compound
of Sub Registrar, Noida
pertaining to flat No.193-A, GF,
D-1, Sec-52, Noida, the original
HPTA Dt. 20.02.2003,
Document No.1315-1316 in
favour of Sh. Suresh Kumar
Shah and original Lease Deed
registered Doc. 2239 Dt. 27.08.
2009 in the name of Suresh
Kumar Shah in S.R. Noida.
She lost some where she has
lodged a complaint with the
Police Station: Sec-24,Noida
regarding loss of these deeds.
If any one has got these deeds
is informed to handover these
deeds to the undersigned and
if any one has any objection or
claim pertaining to said property
or deeds, he/she may submit
his/ her objection in writing with
the office of the undersigned
alongwith sufficient proof
within 07 days of the publication

of this notice.
(Rabi Narayan Rout, Advocate)
Kailash Plaza, A-/7, Acharya
Niketan Mayur Vihar, Phase-|
Delhi - 110091
routadvocate@gmail.com
centaurlegal123@gmail.com.com
9818423989

PUBLIC NOTICE

Be it known to the public at large
that Our Clients, Shri Chander
Prakash Khanna S/o Shri Amar
Nath Khanna, and Smt. Sarita
Khanna W/o Shri Chander
Prakash Khanna, both residents
of D-2, Kirti Nagar, New Delhi
have severed all their ties and
relations with their elder son,
Kuldeep Khanna, owing to
certain irreconcilable issues and
therefore, our clients hereby
specifically disown their said son
Kuldeep Khanna from all their
assets, both moveable and
immoveable. He shall have no
right, title or interest in any of the
properties owned by our clients.
Any person dealing with
Kuldeep Khanna in respect of
any matter shall be so doing in
his own individual capacity
and/or at his/her own
responsibility for which our
aforesaid clients would incur no
liability.

Rajat Aneja
For Aneja & Aneja Advocates
ENRL. NO. D-860/95

"IMPORTANT"

Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, itis not possible to verify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot be
held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurred as a result of
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies or
entering into any agreements
with advertisers or otherwise
acting on an advertisement in
any manner whatsoever.
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BRAHNCH l‘.ll-:"ll:E SASTRA DEPARTMENT, PALIA BATAR PAMNIPAT, PHOMNE HO;
Auction Raf No: PUNBOO42020

WESTERN RAILWAY - AHMEDABAD DIVISION

REPLACEMENT OF WATER COOLER
E-Tender Notice No. Sr.DEE/ADI/
22(20-21). dtd. 19-10-2020. Tender No.
EL-50-1-ADI-T-06-2020-21R (1) Name
of Work: Ahmedabad Division:
Repairs/replacement to defective parts
of water coolers at various location for
the period of three years. (2) Estimated
cost: T 49,66,223.48 (3) EMD:
% 99,300/-. Tender No. EL-50-1-ADI-T-
15-2020-21R (1) Name of Work:
Replacement of water coolers on age
cum condition basis of Ahmedabad
division. (2) Estimated cost: T
29,44,060/- (3) EMD: % 58,900/-. For all
tenders: (4) Date and Time of
Submission and opening: Not later
than 15:00 Hrs of 17-11-2020 and 17-11-
2020 at 15:30 Hrs. (5) Address of the
office and Website details: Sr.
Divisional Electrical Engineer, D.R.M.
Office (W.R.), Nr. Chamunda Bridge,
Opp. G.C.S. Hospital, Naroda Road,
Amdupura, Ahmedabad-382345.
Website: www.ireps.gov.in ADI-126

Like us on: Il facebook.com/WesternRly

NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY PATNA

(An Institute under Ministry of Education, Govt. of India)

ASHOK RAJPATH, PATNA - 800 005 (BIHAR)
Advertisement No. NITP/Rect./ 2 /2020

Abhiyan will be held on 8.11.2020 at 9 AM.

Institue Website www.nitp.ac.in.

(c) Walk-in-Interview for the recruitment of Temporary Faculty will be held
on 5th and 6th November, 2020 at NIT Patna. The interested and
eligible candidates may appear in the Walk-in-Interview with the duly
filled form which may be downloaded from the website of the Institute.

(d) Walk-in-interview for the post of Project Assistant under Unnat Bharat

For further details regarding qualifications, schedule etc. please visit

Registrar

UJVN Limited
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e-Procurement Tender Notice

eProcurement Portal:https://eproc.cgstate.gov.in

(FIRST CALL)

System Tender No. 68441 NIT No.:04/SAC/2020-21,
Online Tenders are invited for the following works up to 10-11-2020 at 17.30 Hour
Name of Work- CONSTRUCTION OF TOE WALL IN FILLING REACH FROM R.D. 300
M. TO 700 M OF KIRARI DISTRIBUTARY OF HASDEO BANGO PROJECT.
Probable Amount of Contract:-Rs. 230.80 Lakhs
The details can be viewed and downloaded online directly from the Government of Chhattisgarh
Integrated e-Procurement Portal (https://eproc.cgstate.gov.in) from date 27-10-2020 at 17.31

sd/-
Executive Engineer

GOVERNMENT OF CHHATTISGARH, WATER RESOURCES DEPARTMENT

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER
HASDEO CANAL W/M DIVISION, JANJGIR-CHAMPA
DISTT. JANJGIR-CHAMPA (C.G.)

Dated:-20.10.2020

Note:- All eligible/interested contractors/bidders are mandated to get enrolled on the Integrated e-
Procurement portal (https://eproc.cgstate.gov.in) and get approval on specific vendor class from
PWD under Centralized Contractor/Supplier Registration in order to download the tender docu-
ments and participate in the subsequent bidding process.

Hasdeo Canal W/M Division Janjgir-Champa
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SALE NOTICE FOR SALE OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES

SCHEDULE OF THE SECURED ASSETS
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STATUTORY SALE NOTICE UNDER RULE 8(5) OF THE SARFAESI AC

1. The =alp shall b subject to the Terms & Corditions preacribesd i the Secudly Inferesl (Enfarcemant) Rudes 3002 and 16 the following
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(G. 5, Brar}
Authoriped Officer, Punjab National Bank
Securgd Creditor
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CROSSWORD 4258

ACROSS DOWN
Told untruth about the street 1 Mislay one’s watch and get
being in the directory (6) held up? (4,4)

4 Type of porcelain food 2 Fine form of punishment (8)
container (8) 3 Classical maid who always had

9 Sortof hats we put bands the last word (4)

round (6) 5 Painter wins townin local
10 Extremely difficult and not elections? (12)

properly finished (8) 6 Told togonorthinagroup (4)
12 Capture a scene on film (4) 7 Conversion is done by inventor

13 It may appear this writer won't

(6)

get credit for his work (5) 8 Lehar composition about love
14 ANorth African doctor gets set in Pakistan (6)

nothing right (4) 11 Itgivesalong smoke for the
17 The chairman of the directors parochial representative (12)

could be in deep water (3,9) 15 Uniform the leader required
20 With pathology Ron turns to for an occasion (5)

the study of man (12) 16 Vicar has no head for crime (5)
23 Disorientated Indo-European 18 Not so enthusiastic aboutan

god (4) item of kitchen equipment (8)

24 Load the vehicle and leave (5) 19 How road travellers go,

OVER THE HEDGE by Michael Fry & T Lewis

AL THE HUMAHE
THINE, HE'G A KD
I 2T R.L'?! ST,

FECEGE LIKES
HIS HEW JO5,

| HUMANG LAH'T

CALVIN & HOBBES by Bill Watterson

I ROME. | HOW WS e wELL, WHEN WE 0T T THE
MEETIMG WiTHL CLASERIO, e Ske THAT
CALMS TEMHERT ALL THE KIS UAD RAMM

SELF - FORTRALTS (b ART CLA,
AND BAD LEFT TWE PUCTURLS
Ol THEIR Do=s =0 T
PRt WD BECOGHITE
LHER, 4

WD SENT

THRTS R THERE WA= (BIE
CUTE (DEf, | DRabG oF A THE MEETING
el [N E GREEM KiD FEMT TN
Einp ’:N,'HLHEI]I WATH FANGS From, TI"':EE-F-".I'I
ah.»wﬁ S THES, AN sl
_-"| I’-"‘:! FibsaER |;
"‘-: HOSE

MARVIN by Tom Armstrong

25 Aquarter refuse to bathe (4)

28 Goes and returns(8)

29 Light breeze round the West
(6)

30 Time soon modifies feelings
(8)

31 Barney moved close

(6)

incidentally (2,3,3)
21 Type of car to hold fifty two (6)
22 AbookKipling wrote on love -
popularin Japan (6)
26 Still one unresolved
Himalayan myth (4)
27 Unusual item, something very
small (4)

YOU MaAY NOT GROW WP TO BE AS TALL
AS YOU'R LIKE

e —

——

)

<. BUT WHAT YOU LACK N HEIGHT
kv-::u‘LL EASILY MAKE UF IN WILTH

Solutions Crossword 4257: Across: 1Nudge, 4 Umpteen, 8 Ear, 9 Telephone
directory, 10 Laconic, 11 Lobby, 13 Drogue, 15 Ground, 18 Tryst, 19 Freedom, 21
Deferment, 23 Egg, 24 Subedit, 25 Rises. Down: 1 Needled, 3 Eaten, 4 Unlock, 5
Popular, 6 Ego, 7 Needy, 12 Boundless, 14 Uttered, 16 Damages, 17 Affect, 18 Tides,
20Enter, 22 Fib.

JUMBLED WORDS

Given below are four jumbled words. Solve the jumbles to make proper words and move them to
the respective squares below. Select the letters in the shaded squares and jumble them to get
the answer for the given quip.

What s originality? Undetected ___.-WilliamInge (10)

LTAAR EIPWLM
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ENIIS EHLMGP
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Difficulty Level 3s

Instructions # 4 9

To solve a Sudoku puzzle,
everydigitfrom1t0o9

must appear in each of the -1 7
nine vertical columns, in =

(]

H

each of the nine horizontal | 5 o
rowsand in each of the

nine boxes. 3] ] [ || 2

1)
=
=

oh
on

Difficulty Level 2
1s=Veryeasy; 2s = Easy;
3s=Medium; 4s=Hard;
5s=VeryHard; 6s=
Genius

SUDOKU 4272

Lok
Lo ¢
o=

@
SOLUTION SUDOKU 4271
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BY PETER VIDAL

You are bound to feel
@ slightly uncertain, if
useful moment to
spend some time alone, day-
carry the can. Just make sure
that you cope with practical
delayed. Otherwise you'll
annoy people you rely on.
Venus, the planet
@ which represents
now forming a
distant alliance with Jupiter, the
lover be in a particularly
generous mood? This is
all times remember that
change is desirable, but stability

ARIES (Mar 21 - Apr 20)
notunsettled.It'sa
dreaming and letting others
chores that absolutely can’t be
TAURUS (Apr 21 - May 21)
your relationships, is
symbol of generosity. Could a
certainly one possibility. At
is essential.

GEMINI (May 22 - June 21)
It’s time to
contemplate the
professional future,
althoughitis

uncertain whetheritis youora

partner who is under the
spotlight. Plus, don’timagine
that career is everything. There
are many other ambitions
worth pursuing!

Improvements at home are long

overdue, so put your

suggestions forward now.

CANCER (June 22 - July 23)

Travel plans should

form a central part of

your thinking right

now. Your need to
get away is not pure escapism,
more a matter of finding out
what the rest of the world has to
offer. Even short trips are likely
to satisfy your expectations, at

There’s passion
@ liable to be
stay away from the action!
chores, you can turn to personal
VIRGO (Aug 24 - Sep 23)

personal challenges,
to highlight today’s positive
inspired, imaginative and

least partially.
LEO (July 24 - Aug 23)

aplenty in the air

today, and you're
extremely busy. And if you
don't like that prospect, then
Once you have dealt with
financial questions and routine
relationships. Take differences
of opinion in your stride.

The Moon presents
@ you with significant

and quite possibly a
degree of confusion. The way
potential is to emphasise
every activity which is
romantic. That sounds like an
excellent policy.

LIBRA (Sep 24 - Oct 23)
Venus is currently
bringing emotional
reassurance, but its
intriguing
relationship with Mars could
upset a number of your
preconceptions today. It's
important not to hang on to the
past, but to see that people who
have come into your life
recently can offer you all the
support you need.
SCORPIO (Oct 24 - Nov 23)
You could be having
qualms about one
particular emotional
tie,and you may be
concerned that a partner or
colleague doesn’t feel about you
the way you feel about them.
It's one of those rare moments
when absolute honesty is called
for. You never know — you
might be pleasantly surprised.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov 24 - Dec 22)
You probably feel
pulled in two
directions, and you
may imagine that
there can be no solution to an
emotional quandary. However,
all things must pass, and if you
face up to the issues now, the
tension will dissipate. All
you need is a dose of
additional confidence.
CAPRICORN (Dec 23 - Jan 20)
Itis time for a little
sensitivity. You may
even have a

@ telepathic feeling or

two, and your intuitions
certainly seem to be
functioning in top gear. Mind
you, it could be difficult to
distinguish true facts from
vague fantasies, and news
which arrives very soon could

There may be little
@ personal finances at
to all joint business affairs. This
advice than the experts?
PISCES (Feb 20 - Mar 20)

special moment, if
expand your horizons. Even
and powerful repercussions

be a mite confusing.
AQUARIUS (Jan 21- Feb 19)
youcando to
straighten out
the moment, but you must
pay very close attention indeed
is where prosperity lies.
Could aloved one offer better
Perhaps — so listen well and
judge carefully.
The Moon marks
@ today out as a very
only because it's
offering you the chance to
small events which take place
now could have very positive
over the next six months. And
that has to be good news.

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE

APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON

(SECTION 82 Cr.Pc.)

Whereas complaint has been made before me that the
accused persons (1) Subey Singh S/o Dalip Singh (2) Renu
W/o Subey Singh both R/o H.No. 254, Maidan Garhi, New
Delhi have committed (or is suspected to have committed)
the offence in case FIR No. 1426/2014 u/s
323/341/506/509/34 IPC at P.S. Mehrauli, New Delhi and it
have been returned to warrant of arrest there upon issued
that the said accused persons (1) Subey Singh, (2) Renu,
cannot be found and whereas it have been shown to my
satisfaction that the said accused (1) Subey Singh, (2)
Renu have absconded (oris concealing themselves to avoid
the service of said warrant).

Proclamation is hereby made that the said (1) Subey Singh,
(2) Renu, FIR No. 1426/2014 u/s 323/341/506/509/34 IPC
at P.S. Mehrauli, New Delhi are required to appear before
the courton or before 27.11.2020.

By order
Sh. Bhupesh Kumar ASJ
Special Judge NDPS, Room No. 505,

DP/295/SD/2020 Saket Courts Complex, New Delhi

SEARCH OF MISSING/KIDNAPPED

Gonarl public is hemby. informed thal one gid |
fdesicled b the phala), Mamely: sheal, Ofa: Md,
Amwar, Rfoc H.kioo 145, Mahaima Gandhi Camp,
Shashi Garden, Dolki, Aged: 14 yoars, has boen |
mizaing! dMdnapped fram the area of B5. Fanday
Wager, Dithi from her house snca (ELOE.2020, In
Ihis regard a case vide FIR Mo, 43030 ufs 363
IPC, Dated 12.09.2030, hes been (odged at P5.
Panday Magar, Dedhl, Her phyzical descplion =
84 UNCEr

Height: 5'4° feal, Complexion: Fair, Face: Round, PhysiqueiBuild:
Mecium, Clathing: Green Colour Sulard Babwar

Any parean |8 having any Infarmatonichas sbou this miszingikdregnad

Ishrat

girl, may inform SHO, Pandav Magar, Delhi ai E-mail:
ciciehi pavnicin or wobsile ¢ hitp:Vebinicin  Tele Mew @ 011
24362630 or D4IEEG41 SHDO

PS5, Pandav Nagar, Delhl
OP? 1 DYEDY 2050, P 011-22780-190, 227800530

SEARCH FOR MISSING PERSON

General public is hereby informed
that one person namely Naseem
Ahmed S/o Sageer Ahmed R/o
A-677, G.D. Colony, Mayur Vihar,
Phase-lll, Delhi Age: 48 yrs, Height:
5, complexion wheatish, face ovel,
thin build. Wearing white colour shirt,
black pant & black leather shoes in
feet has been missing from his house
on 13.08.2020.
In this regard a DD No. 12-A dated: 14.08.2020 has been
lodged at PS Gazipur, Delhi. Sincere efforts have been
made by local police to trace out the person, but no clue
has come to light so far.
Any person having any information or clue about this
person may kindly inform to the following.
E-mail: cic@cbi.gov.in
Fax: 011-230111334
Ph.: 011-23014046
011-23015218
DP/231/ED/20

Naseem Ahmed

S.H.O.,
P.S. Gazipur, Delhi
Ph.: 011-22610068, 22610094

GUJARAT MEDICAL SERVICES CORPORATION LIMITED
'. (A Government of Gujarat Undertaking)
Emarl
“" Dr. Jivraj Mehta Bhavan Sector - 10 Gandhinagar

Ph. 079-23250767, 23250766, 23257698

Tenders are invited online from reputed Manufacturers/formulators/

direct imporers for Purchase of Tablet-Capsule, Injection,

specification, quantity is available on https://gmscl.gujarat.gov.in and

www.statetenders.com. All tender documents can be downloaded

Interested bidders are requested to submit the tender through e-tender

process.

26/10/2020 to 20/11/2020 upto 18.00 Hrs.

Last date for Submission (online): 20/11/2020 upto 18.00 HRS

Opening of Technical Bid Date (online): 23/11/2020 at 15.00 HRS.

INF/1152/20-21 MANAGING DIRECTOR

Fzh GOVERNMENT OF ANDHRA PRADESH
i PANCHAYAT RA] DEPARTMENT
ANDHRA PRADESH RURAL ROAD
CONNECTIVITY PROIECT (APRRP)
PRIOR NOTICE OF INYITATION FOR BID (IFB)
MATIONAL COMPETITIVE BIDDING (NCE)
IFE MOS: 1 to 24/BPRAPPREDGINZ0-21 D8 20-10-300
The Gawernmest of Andiva Fradesh, Fancliat Baj & Bl Desslopme|
Departenenl has mmplemealing AF Rural Road Presgct INFRRT] M
Lonnectng e habdatons heang 230 papulaton by BC and DL rosd
inciuding GMYLCD works & Dbridges-as required, Tunded by As:an
Infrastrachier Investment Bank CANE] vide Loan No: (OE10
Ther Enginera-in-Chief, Panchayal Bag vall inviles 151 call benders thmugh
i e centape rate g-hids oo any eligihle bidder, o B regighen b
Gorts iiment of Andhia Pradech o g alber State GivernmentyGoemmenl
of Incka, of StAbafCentral Gossrnment under Eeings &0 the constnachion
of road & bridpge ‘worh packapes Mhicagh webete of Lenbral Fablic
“rocumment Fortal Mttpaleprocure.gov.m '.f:TE?I-'I ration name Govesmimand
of Andhra Pradesh) of Mational informatics cesdie. The FBSs from [ o 21
e epected b beawilable from 29-10-7000 (entabred oowards amd IR
Mos 27 10 29 ane expecled 1o be availabie o 02-11-2020 (lentkstive) on
warda al the webdile m.ewma,auf.lu
Sif- Engimeer-in-Comed, AP PR, ¥Wrjayaeada
NP R AP POELRDNTS 1 1Sl 1, B 230D

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER

PHE (QC&PD) DIVISION, HMT, SRINAGAR.
Phone: - 0194- 2496307 ,E-Mail:- xenmandp @gmail.com

Corrigendum Extension of dates
Subject: - Extension of dates for Supply of 1200 Metric Tons of ISI Marked
Stable Bleaching Powder Grade-I Conforming to IS: 1065/89. (with
upto date amendments)
1. This office NIT No: PHE/QC&PD/21/2020-21/e-Tender Dated: 15-
10-2020.
2. Representation made by the firm for extension of said e-NIT.

Due to poor response, the above referred e-tender is hereby re-sched-
uled as follows:

Ref:

GOVERNMENT OF TELANGANA
% HYDERABAD METROPOLITAN
ik WATER SUPPLY & SEWERAGE BOARD
0/o Chief General Manager (Engg), 0&M Circe-lll, Goshamahal, Hyderabad, Telangana State.
e-Tender Notice Estimate Contract
No. & Date Value, Ranging from
188, 189 & 190/ CGM(E)/ Rs.139.57
O&MC.III/D3, D4 & D5/ lakhs to
NO OPEN MANHOLE Rs.145.82
COVERS/2020-21, lakhs
Dt. 23.10.2020

(1) Tender Documents will be available online from dt. 23.10.2020, 7.00 P.M
onwards and the last date for receipt of tenders is dt. 29.10.2020, 3.30 P.M.
(2) Name & address of Chief General Manager (Engg), concerned - Chief
General Manager (Engg), O&M Circle-lll, HMWSSB, Goshamahal,
Hyderabad - 500012. (3) The Contractors / firms are requested to upload the
information in the 'ZIP' format preferably. (4) Further details can be seen
@ http//www.eprocurement.gov.in

Sd/- Chief General Manager (Engg), O&M Circle-lll, Goshamahal, Hyderabad, Telangana State.
Batlonal Ingtikie of Dasign

D T Wadiya Pradesh

(An Institution of National Importance under the DPIIT,
Ministry of Commerce and Industry, Govt. of India)
Acharpura, Eint Khedi, Post- Arwaliya, Bhopal (MP) 462038

E-TENDER NOTICE

Name of Work

No Open Manhole Covering sub
roads in GHMC for Raising/ Lowering/
Damaged constructions of sewer
manholes under O&M Dn.III, IV & V.

Tt FEames e

. Published on Tender Closing
Tender Title CPPP/Website|  Ref No. Date

Tender for supply, installation & |21.10.2020 |NIDMP /1-80 /1T |11.11.2020
commissioning of IT Equipment Eqpt/ 2020 / 02
Tender for providing turnkey 16.10.2020 |NIDMP/1-30/01/ |05.11.2020
solution towards supply and RF/2020
development of RFID & EM
based system
Detailed terms & conditions can be viewed on the institute’s website-
www.nidmp.ac.in and CPP Portal www.eprocure.gov.in Registrar

5@, WEST CENTRAL RAILWAY

==L+ DM OHBes, Dol e Terder CORRIGENDUM Hodees Dale: 2140300

Tho lemdar far e folfowing ek was irsdled on 1510 2020, wihich s dun [0 ba
mpenadon (K11 2120, Terwhhthe nome olwork shou'd beread asunder

Tender Ho.[Mamo of workincluding Lecation R o Mar ol work
221-H- [AOEMN: (tors] Harsi - Whits |ADON (Works] sl - Whitn
181407 waesh, coelour wash_|wash, calour wash,

I RITES

THE INFRASTRUCTURE PEOPLE

RITES LIMITED

(A Government of India Enterprise)

Notice Inviting e-Tender

GGM/MSM, invites on behalf of RITES Limited online lump sum bids on single packet system for
the following goods:-

1) NIT No: 2020/RITES/MSM/04/MOZ/DA/Rebid, Name of Goods: Supply, Installation,
Commissioning and testing of Diesel Alternator set 500 KVA (336 KW), 750V, 3 ph for Power
Cars for export to Mozambique Railways, Qty 4 coach sets (8 DA sets), Earnest Money: INR
10,65,000/-, Cost of Tender Document: INR 7,000/-, Period of Completion: 20 Weeks, Last
Date & Time of Submission of Bids: 03.11.2020 (11:00 Hrs).

Details can be obtained from RITES website “www.rites.com” or CPP portal i.e.

“www.etenders.gov.in”. Addendum/Corrigendum, if any, shall be hosted online only.

NORTHERN RAILWAY
E-TENDER NOTICE
The Sr. Divisional Commercial Manager/ PS, Northern Railway, Delhi division, New
Delhiinvites e-tender for the following work:
1 | Name of work with
its location

Allotment of 9 Unreserved Catering Stalls
(General Minor Units) (including 3 Catering Stalls
reserved for Women) at New Delhi & Delhi Jn.
Railway Stations over Delhi Division for a period
of five (5) years. (Ctg. GMU 01 to 09-2020)

23/AC/Ctg/GMUA-1/2018
As perNIT onireps.gov.in
19/11/2020 at 1500 hrs
AsperNITonireps.gov.in

Name oftender on IREPS
Approximate cost of work
Date of opening of Tender

Cost of Tender document
&18% GST

Earnest Money Deposit

alhfw|N

(o)

As perNIT onireps.gov.in

7 | Website particulars where
complete details of tender
document can be seen

No: 23/AC/Ctg/GMU A-1/2018 Dated : 23.10.2020 2342/2020

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

https://ireps.gov.in/

FHEATHT, TR UTioseh T, HIaT (SAETS)

%./fm1/2020 feqih:- 19.10.2020
T TSI JUNS! Siaeid Term it H Usiighd Jeoheri o Fafofaa fmfor e
%4 (Online ) 3T ffeer S = sdr €:-

.| T ot fraRor srgmtfa @ | faferer srem
(B. o) | sifom fafer
1 |uReeT R S Sidia TaeR TR IS 9 198.48 03.11.2020

TR Aee 7 ARG, Tt & i
wM | (T fafaer) (ot wf s = 1)

(T.No. 68479)

cislnmpanng, amudsion elc for
=l mmmidemiial oand serdics
midngs urder o jursdcion
ol SEEMWara/ET pe per
LUSSOR 3011, costing upo
T B lokhs eoch b e yoar

.EIIJ:I 21

Ciher deloids of tho sender pubdshed wil reman urchanges,

R A,

dislemparmg. omailslon ek,
for all residential and servicn
Buildinge undor tha
jurlediction af SSEMarksl
Mew vard ET as por UES0R

2011, cosling uplo 7 5 lakhs

na-:l'th:h"l.hu wnr!l:lzl] 21

2 |@r€ . 02, 03 3iad TR T159 IS ¥ LS.
e T AW, T w1 o (fade ffeer)
(e e = #3)

198.17 03.11.2020

(T.No. 68481)

Peest Caniteal Bailway, Bhopal

A = # e R i 138 W v e dg 182 T A

MNATIONAL FERTILIZERS LIMITED
[ & Gavl. Of India Underlaking |
SIBIAN ROAD, BATHINDA - 151 003 [P

P, D= 22T 00E1,

2760262, FA: D164-22T04ET
NOTICE INVITING TENDER

E-lixnchers o bwo-panrl biaf Sysdiem e invilied from axpenencid and francaly
scund contadns ko e folowing anmual rate contract work

SWRE  ®E H MA@ ® O OIEEN 3-UEERAC OF U@
http://eproc.cgstate.gov.in ¥ TRASIS I T Fehell ®, WY & e % Seme
www.korbamunicipal.in T ¥t <&t ST el € |

|| T W Tt § ahree €1 T/
TR ifessh e
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SPORT

PLAYING TODAY

Indian Premier League

KKR vs DC,330pm
KXIP vs SRH, 7.30pm

Live on Star Sports Network

— BRIEFLY ——

England cricket team
takes 15% pay cut

London: The England cricket team
agreed to take a 15 per cent pay cut
Friday as the sport deals with lost rev-
enue during the coronavirus pan-
demic. Players with contracts from
the England and Wales Cricket Board
will get reduced income in "retainers,
match fees and win bonuses" for one
year, the governing body said in a
statement. The pay cut backdated to
October 1 was "in view of the substan-
tial shortfall in the ECB's revenue as a
consequence of the COVID-19 pan-
demic.” England recently hosted tours
by the West Indies, Pakistan, Ireland
and Australia, playing in mostly
empty stadiums.

Biggunswinin
EuropaLeague

London: Gareth Bale had a quiet first
start for Tottenham since return while
Carlos Vinicius made a more impres-
sive debut by setting up two goalsina
3-0 win over LASK in the Europa
League. North London rival Arsenal on
Thursday opened its fourth straight
Europa League campaign with a 2-1
come-from-behind win at Rapid
Vienna in an opening round of games
affected by the coronavirus pandemic.
On a good night for Premier League
clubs, Leicester earned a comfortable
3-0 home win over Zorya Luhansk. AC
Milan earned a 3-1 away win at Celtic,
while Roma came from a goal down to
win2-1at Young Boys - asdid Granada
to upset PSV Eindhoven away.

Madrid striker flouts

norms, faces prison

Belgrade: Real Madrid striker Luka
Jovic faces a six-month prison sen-
tence in Serbia for flouting the coun-
try's coronavirus isolation rules, state
prosecutors said Friday. Jovic briefly
returned home from Spain in March
and was seen on the streets of
Belgrade and pictured at his girl-
friend's birthday party despite being
ordered to self-isolate for 14 days.
Prosecutors are now taking the case
to court and saying he should be sen-
tenced to a six-month prison sen-
tence after he refused to pay 30,000
euros for humanitarian purposes in
exchange for dropped charges.

Asian onlineteam
chess: Indiain semis

Chennai: The top-seeded Indian
women's team stormed into the semi-
finals of the Asian Nations Online Cup
2020 Championship, while the men
eked out a fighting win over Mongolia
tosecure thelast four berth. The Indian
women made short work of Kyrgyzstan
inthelast-eight round, winning the two
match-ups easily -- 4-0 and 3.5-0.5 --
after having topped the preliminary
Swiss system phase. The Indian women
will face Mongolia in the semifinal on
Saturday. The Indian men won both
matches 2.5-1.5. They will take on Iran
in Saturday's semifinal.

AGENCIES

SyNoOPsIS

Hostile bowling by Mumbai
Indians proved to be the
proverbial last nail in CSK coffin

SANDIPG
OCTOBER?23

MIDWAY through an inky Friday night in
Sharjah, an era of Chennai Super Kings’ invin-
cibility ended without a fight, but with a sense
of inevitability. There was no better proof of
CSK’s calamitous season, and a desperate need
for renewal, than this night. They were help-
less,and beyond it, hopeless in preventing a dis-
astrous exit from the tournament.

It was the most un-CSK performance of all
times. They huffed and puffed to 114 for 9, and
what rubbed salt into their festering wounds
was the fact that Mumbai Indians won with 10
wickets to spare in just 12.2 overs.

What would rankle them and their fever-
ish supporters is the sheer abjectness of their
defeat. Seldom have they surrendered so
meekly ever in the league that they have won
thrice and reached at least till the knockouts.
Worse, there was a sense of foreboding about
the impending disaster. There was a sense of
resignation even in MS Dhoni’s reactive deci-
sion to ring in three changes—snuffing out the
underwhelming Kedar Jadhav, Shane Watson
and Piyush Chalwa and replacing them with
Ruturaj Gaikwad, NJagadeesan and Imran Tahir.
Changes, that seemed, for the sake of changing,
asithad been for most of this season.

There wasan unusual tentativeness in their
approach. Sinking shoulders, drooping eyes,
and dejected faces manifesting in a muddled
thought process. Nothing more symbolic than
Faf du Plessis's mode of dismissal. Rather than
drive a full-length ball, he just threw his hard
hands at the ball, the front-foot stuck and static
at the crease, hands stabbing at the ball. It was
clear that Trent Boult’s in-swinger was spook-
ing his mind, and hence over-conscious of not
thrusting his front-foot. The shot selection was
perfect, but the execution far fromit.

He was not alone in lack of clarity. So was
his colleague Ambati Rayudu. He attempted to
pull Jasprit Bumrah. The stroke was on, as the
ball was relatively shortish. But his stroke
seemed half-hearted as if he wanted to pull
away from the stroke at the last moment.
Bumrahis the last bowler you want to face half-

Endgame

Listless CSK's season goes from bad to worse as they suffer a 10-wicket loss to Ml in a one-sided match

Sam Curran’s resilient knock ended when he was clean bowled by Trent Boult. Bcci/iPL

POINTS TABLE

Team | Matches| Won | Lost| NR | Points
Ml 10 7 3|10]| 14
DC 10 7 3101 14
RCB 10 7 30| 14
KKR 10 5 5101 10
SRH 10 4 6|0 8
KXIP 10 4 6|0 8
RR il 4 710 8
CSK 1l 3 8|0 6

heartedly and Rayudu’s indecision sufficed.

Hostile bowling

No doubt, Boult and Bumrah bowled hos-
tilely, mixing their lengths and angles smartly.
There was barely a blade of grass, but they are
masterly in producing movementoff the seam.
Boultespecially was menacing—he would slide
the ball across the right-handed batsmen, be-
fore skidding one onto the pads. CSK batsmen
lived in the constant fear of inward-bending de-
livery. The unsure feet-movement stemmed
fromit. Boult resembled a psychoanalyst, hyp-

notising batsmen and reading their minds.

Butas superbly as they bowled, CSKlost the
plot completely. It was a matter of seeing off
Boultand Bumrah, like Manish Pandey had ne-
gotiated Jofra Archeron Thursday. Or they could
have ventured on a no-holds-barred counter-
attack. They chose neither, but the fatal middle
path. Like Ravindra Jadeja, who sashayed down
to Boult and tried to heave him over mid-
wicket. Mistake. There are times, even in T20
cricket, when you have to prioritise safety over
aggression. Jadeja’s departure plunged themto
21/5in5.2 overs, CSK’s worst-ever score in the
power-play overs. Their last hope was Dhoni,
and he did raise hopes with a couple of thun-
dering strokes, before he tried an expansive
drive off Deepak Chahar. A stroke out of frus-
tration than anything else.

Wilting skipper

The captain could pinpoint a lot of reasons
behind theirworst season. Injuries, form, defec-
tion, fortune, and what not. But he can’t shirk
away from responsibilities himself. His num-
bersreinforced his decline, which hasbeenover-
storied — just 181 runs at a strike rate of 122 in
11 innings. There were times he could have

walkedinatNo.3 or4,buthe didn’t. There were
times his intuitions and reflexes failed him too.

As much as his influence as a batsman, his
leadership was strangely jaded, bereft of inspi-
ration, a definite caginess that had marked his
last days as Test captain. For example, he intro-
duced as influential a match-winner as Imran
Tahir too late into the campaign, more so as
Dwayne Bravo was injured for most of the se-
ries. N Jagadeesan had shownimmense prom-
ise in his first match, but then was omitted for
the next two. They seemed a team drifting
away from the nucleus, their wheels coming
off. Like on Friday evening, he looked defeated.

Lack of planning

Blatantly evident was a lack of planning. It
seemed, they had no plan B, C, or even D. They
lost Suresh Raina as soon as they landed in the
Emirates, and they had no back-up plan. They
kept experimenting with the No.3, but none
quite glued in. Dhoni alleged that the young-
sters were not showing spark; then neither did
the old warhorses. Likewise, the bowling was
over-dependent on Bravo's trickery. The rest
were at best utilitarian in this format. Josh
Hazlewood is a high-class Test bowler, but ill-
suited to T20 cricket. Sam Curran can be a reli-
able third seamerina trifecta, butincapable yet
of single-handed demolition. Deepak Chahar
is one-dimensional, Shardul Thakur is limited
while the trusted spin pair of Piyush Chawla
and Karn Sharma are metronomes of neither
discipline nor destruction.

Superior planning and shrewd strategising
could have glossed over some of their flaws, but
with neither, they unravelled. The margins of
defeat throws ample signs of their disintegra-
tion. Barring a seven-run defeat at the hands of
Sunrisers, most of the rest have been pretty
comprehensive — 16 runs, 44 runs, 10, 37,5
wickets, 7 wickets. The defeat at hands of
Mumbai was just the final twist of the dagger
into the hearts. These are signs that suggest it
was not a case of one freakishly bad season, or
an aberration, rather a case of deep-set rot.

Alot of focus would be shed on the age fac-
tor. It was not age alone that hampered them,
butacumen, adaptability and planning too. The
very factors that have stood by them for much
of this decade. Or maybe, it was the game’s re-
minder thattheireraof invincibility had ended.
And slipped into the inky skies of Sharjah.

BRIEF SCORES: CSK 114/9 in 20 overs (S
Curran 52; T Boult 4/18, ] Bumrah 2/25, R
Chahar 2/22) lost to Mumbai Indians 116/0 in
12.2 overs (I Kishan 68*,Q de Kock 46*)

Kapil undergoes
emergency
angioplasty

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE/PTI
KOLKATA,OCTOBER 23

KAPIL DEV, India’s greatest all-rounder, is
said to be stable after undergoing an emer-
gency coronary angioplasty in the early
hours on Friday. A statement released by the
Fortis Escorts Heart Institute in Delhi, where
the former India captain has been admitted,
said that Dev could be discharged in a cou-
ple of days.

“Former Indian Cricket captain Mr Kapil
Dev, age 62 years, came to Fortis Escorts
Heart Institute (Okhla Road) emergency de-
partment at 1:00 am on 23rd October with a
complaint of chest pain. He was evaluated
and an emergency coronary angioplasty was
performed by Dr Atul Mathur, Director of
Cardiology Department, in the middle of
night,” said the hospital statement.

Itadded: “Currently, he is admitted in ICU
and under close supervision of Dr Atul
Mathur and his team. Mr Kapil Dev is stable
now and he is expected to get discharged in
(a) couple of days.”

Later in the day, a short statement on his
instagram account expressed gratitude for
the concern and support extended to his
family. "Thank you everyone for all the love
and concern. I am overwhelmed with the
good wishes and well on the road to recov-
ery,”" the statement read.

The 1983 World Cup-winning legendary
all-rounder was wished a speedy recovery
by many on social media, including India's
current captain Virat Kohli and Sachin
Tendulkar among others.

"Praying for your speedy recovery. Get
well soon paaji,” Kohli said. "Take care @the-
realkapildev! Praying for your quick recov-
ery. Get well soon Paaji," wished Tendulkar

Also wishing him good health were India
batsman Shikhar Dhawan and badminton
player Saina Nehwal.

"Wishing the @therealkapildev a swift
recovery. The nation is well aware of his grit
and spirit and we are very sure he will be out
of the hospital soon," said the BCCL

Dev, who led India to their maiden World
Cup triumphin 1983, played 131 Tests, scor-
ing 5,248 runs and taking 434 wickets. His
tally of wickets was a world record when he
hung up his cricket boots in 1994. The record,
in fact, stood until 2000, when West Indies
fast bowler Courtney Walsh surpassed it. In
225 0DIs, Dev scored 3,783 runs and ac-
counted for 253 wickets.

Hamilton poised to take over Schumacher’s record at Portuguese GP

ASSOCIATED PRESS
LISBON,OCTOBER 23

ON A circuit hosting its first Formula One
race, Lewis Hamilton can finally stand alone
among F1 greats by beating Michael
Schumacher's record for wins. Victory at the
Portuguese Grand Prix on Sunday would
move the British driver onto 92 race wins,
and surpass the German great's mark of 91
that for so long had been considered un-
touchable.

"I remember sitting at home watching
the Grands Prix and watching Michael win,"
Hamilton said. "I remember going upstairs
with my brother afterwards and we would
play computer games together and I would
be Michael. Soit's very, very surreal.”

A win would also take Hamilton a step
closer to matching Schumacher's record of
seven F1 championship titles. He leads the
championship by 69 points ahead of his
Mercedes teammate Valtteri Bottas after
winning seven of the first 11 races, and with
only five remaining after Sunday's contest at
the Autodromo Internacional do Algarve.

When Hamilton moved level with
Schumacher on 91 wins at the Eifel GP in
Germany two weeks ago, Schumacher's
son Mick Schumacher - who leads the F2
championship - presented a visibly moved
Hamilton with one of his father's racing
helmets from his time at Mercedes. "l was
really honored by Michael's family when
they presented me with this helmet,”
Hamilton said.

It was Schumacher's retirement from

SHASHANKNAIR
OCTOBER?23

ZINEDINE ZIDANE has never lost as a man-
ager at the Camp Nou, a record that comes
under the microscope today as Barcelona
host the champions at a time when Real
Madrid are reeling from a couple of shock
defeats. The reversals — one each in La Liga
and the Champions League - have
prompted questions over whether Los
Blancos can have another successful season.

Historical anomaly

Aglaring statistic hits out at Real Madrid
and their history. They may have the highest
number of league titles and been continen-
tal champions 13 times, but they have only
retained the LaLigaonce in the last 30 years.
On paper at least, it looks too early in the race
to make a call - one point off the top with a
game in hand makes it seem like things
aren’t that bad at Madrid. But their previous
tworesults and how they've played in those
matches area cause for concernas they pre-
pare to face a Barcelona team that has had
itsown set of issues.

Shock losses

The start of this season for Real Madrid
hasnotbeen the bestone. They have played
six matches and won three, lost two and
drawn once. In the post-match conference
after the Champions League defeat to
Shakhtar Donetsk, Zidane accepted the
blame for the loss that came despite the

Real problems at Madrid ahead of E/ Clasico

We lacked a bit of everything.
Above all confidence, whichis
the most important thing... We
know the situation we’rein.”

ZINEDINE ZIDANE
MANAGER, REAL MADRID

Ukrainian club missing 10 first- team regu-
lars on the back of positive Covid tests.

“We lacked a bit of everything,” said
Zidane. “Above all confidence, which is the
mostimportant thing... We know the situa-
tionwe’rein.It's our second bad game. Now
we have to prepare for our next game. It’s
clear that I'm responsible.”

Toothless attack

There are some statistics that Zidane
would be shaking his bald head over. The key
one being Madrid, in their last two games,
have taken 28 shots with only sixon target —
with only two resulting in goals. They have
made 57 crosses in these two games and at-
tempted 97 long balls. Against Cadiz, in par-
ticular, was a shocker as Madrid could only
manage one shot on target, despite having
74 per cent possession and making close to
700 passes withan 85 per centaccuracyrate.
Another stat that should hurt Madrid is how
the goals have dried up. In their last 14 games,
they have scored two or more only three
times,anumber that might not be the biggest
confidence-booster as they head for the first
ElClasico of the season.

These two defeats followed a similar
script. Madrid have been slack despite en-
joying the lion’s share of possession. They've
relied on an overload of long balls and
crosses with very little success to show forit.

Rumour mill

Such is the pressure of being the Real
Madrid manager that twolosses and an up-
coming El Clasico sets rumour- mongers
about. French publication L'Equipe wrote
thatZidane has been given a two-match life-
line to change course or get the sack. The
head of amanager who has wonaleague ti-
tle and three Champions Leagues is said to
be on the chopping block of the most suc-
cessful clubin the world after just six games
into the new season.

Live on Facebook Watch, 7.30pm

I remember sitting at home
watching the Grands Prix and
watching Michael win. | remember
going upstairs with my brother
afterwards and we would play
computer games togetherand |
would be Michael. Soit's very,
very surreal.”

LEWIS HAMILTON
FORMULA ONE WORLD CHAMPION

Mercedes - and F1 itself - which opened the
door for Hamilton to make what was then
considered a risky move when he left
McLaren to join the Silver Arrows.

Bottas led the Eifel GP after taking pole

position, but then ceded first place to
Hamilton after a clumsy braking error. A
despondent Bottas had to retire the car af-
ter 12 laps due to a failed electrical compo-
nent in the engine. "Seeing Lewis cross the
line in Germany and take his 91st victory
was a very special moment. Valtteri's race,
however, could not have gone much
worse," Mercedes' head of motorsport Toto
Wolff said. "But one of Valtteri's biggest
strengths is his resilience and his ability to
bounce back."

Still even a win in Portugal would do lit-
tle for Bottas' chances of catching
Hamilton, unless his teammate endures
some bad fortune of his own in the hand-
ful of races remaining.

Portugal's 4.65-kilometer (2.9-mile) cir-
cuit - known as Portimao - is an undulat-

ing one with frequent elevation changes
and where overtaking is expected to be dif-
ficult. It is the second new race of a coron-
avirus-hit campaign after the Tuscan GP at
Mugello last month.

If Sunday's race is anything as intense as
that crash-marred one at Mugello, then F1
fans will be in for a treat.

For Haas drivers Romain Grosjean and
Kevin Magnussen it represents a chance to
put themselves in the market for a seat next
season. The U.S.-owned team with Ferrari
engines announced on Thursday that the
duo will be replaced next year, having
scored only three points between them so
far. "The last chapter is closed and the book
is finished,"” said Grosjean, the veteran
French driver.

For Hamilton, the story continues.

In isolation and mourning his brother’s
demise, Brazil legend Pele turns 80

ASSOCIATED PRESS
SAOPAULO,OCTOBER 23

BRAZILIAN GREAT Pele turned 80 on Friday,
but the celebration will have to wait.

The three-time World Cup winner
spent the day isolated with a few family
members outside Sao Paulo, where he re-
ceived a flood of tributes from players, fans,
celebrities and politicians.

His long-time spokesman, Pepito Fornos,
said Pele will spend his birthday at his man-
sion in the beachfront city of Guaruja, on the
coast of Sao Paulo state, where he has been
since the beginning of the COVID-19 pan-
demic. He also has residences in Santos and
Sao Paulo. “He will only stay with his family.
No party at all,” Fornos told The Associated
Press. “That has been the case all his life.”

Fornos said Pele isn’t speaking publicly
because he is still mourning his brother Jair,
who died of cancer in March. Pele is Brazil's
all-time leading scorer with 77 goals, al-
though Neymar is closing in on that record
with 64. But the Paris Saint-Germain striker
trails far behind when it comes to World Cup
titles, which Pele won in 1958, 1962 and 1970.

No other player has accomplished that
feat. Pele also collected a slew of trophies for
Brazilian club Santos from 1956-74, includ-
ing 10 Sao Paulo state league titles, which
was a top tournament at the time, six
Brazilian championships, two Copa
Libertadores titles and the Intercontinental
Cupin 1962 and 1963.

Fans take a selfie in front of Pele’s mural in Sao Paulo. Reuters

The Brazilian ended his career with the
New York Cosmos, where he played from
1975-77, winning one national title and at-
tracting sports greats like boxer Muhammad
Ali to watch him play as soccer took root in
the United States. Pele was also Brazil’s sports
minister from 1995-98. Two years later, he
shared the FIFA award for player of the cen-
tury with Argentina great Diego Maradona.
The Brazilian received the most votes from
members of the soccer body, while the
Argentine prevailed in an online vote.

Since 1992, Pele has done charity work as
a UN goodwill ambassador. He stopped his
career as a businessman in 2004 after failed
attempts in the sports marketing field.

Pele has had mobility problems since a
failed hip replacement surgery in 2012. He
has also been admitted to hospitals in recent
years for kidney and prostate procedures. The
celebrations in Brazil for Pele began on Feb.
20, but he didn’t attend the unveiling of alife-
size statue of him at Maracana Stadium in Rio
deJaneiro that day.

Vol LXXXVIII No. 299 Regd.No. DL-21046/03-05 R.N.I. No.506/57. Printed and Published by R.C. Malhotra on behalf of The Indian Express (P) Limited and Printed at The Indian Express (P) Limited Press, A-8, Sector-7, Noida - 201301 and Published at The Indian Express (P) Limited, Mezzanine Floor, Express Building, 9

& 10, Bahadur Shah Zafar Marg, New Delhi-110002. Editorial office: The Indian Express (P) Limited, Mezzanine Floor, Express Building, 9 & 10, Bahadur Shah Zafar Marg, New Delhi-110002. Phone: 0120-6651500. Advertising office: The Indian Express (P) Limited, B1/B, Sector - 10, Noida - 201301. Phone: 0120-
6651291. Chairman of the Board: Viveck Goenka, Chief Editor: Raj Kamal Jha, Editor: Unni Rajen Shanker, Editor (Delhi): Rakesh Sinha ** **Responsible for selection of News under the PRB Act. Copyright: The Indian Express (P) Limited. All rights reserved. Reproduction in any manner, electronic or otherwise, in whole
or in part, without prior written permission is prohibited. The Indian Express ®

New Delhi



	241020_IL_01
	241020_IL_02
	241020_IL_03
	241020_IL_04
	241020_IL_05
	241020_IL_06
	241020_IL_07
	241020_IL_08
	241020_IL_09
	241020_IL_10
	241020_IL_11
	241020_IL_12
	241020_IL_13
	241020_IL_14
	241020_IL_15
	241020_IL_16
	241020_IL_17
	241020_IL_18-R
	241020_IL_19
	241020_IL_20

