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SMITANAIR
SATTARI (GOA),OCTOBER22

AT PAL village in Goa’s Sattari
taluka,afamilyisdistraught.The
pandemic and its aftereffects—
reduced earnings, an uncertain
future — had already put them
through great hardship. A bro-
ken mobile phone was seem-
ingly the last straw. OnOctober
15, their 16-year-old son was
foundhanging in thehouse.

The father,whodrives a pri-
vate bus, says his son, a Class 10
studentof agovernment school
inthevillage,usedasmartphone
to attend his online classes. On
October 11, the phone screen
broke,buttheboykeptittohim-
self, telling his mother only a
coupleof days later.
“Wehad been struggling for

monthssoeveryonewasinabad
mood.Whenhetoldhismother
aboutthephone,shesaiditcan't
berepairedimmediately,andhe
threw a tantrum.When I came
backfromwork,hegotintoanar-
gumentwithmeand Iheldhim
byhiscollar.Hestoppedmesay-

ing,‘Ihaveonlyoneniceshirt’.He
removed his shirt, put it on a
hanger and toldme I could beat
him.Bythen,Ijustcouldn’t,”says
thefather.
“IthentoldhimIonlyhaveRs

500withme and need it to buy
rice. I askedhim towait for four
days for me to arrange the
Rs2,000heneededtorepair the
screen,”headds.
Since the pandemic began,

money has been tight— the fa-
ther used to earnup toRs700 a
day, but the lockdown had left
him with no income for four
months. Since July, he is back at
work,butonlyearnsRs500,that

tooongooddays.
Themother, a beneficiary of

theGrihaAadharScheme,awel-
fare scheme for homemakers,
said she hadn't received any
money since the lockdown, ex-
cept for a one-time payment of
Rs 1,500 during Ganesh
Chaturthi. The grandmother, a
beneficiary of the Dayanand
Social SecurityScheme forwid-
ows, too hadn't got anymoney
formonths.
A government officer con-

firmed the payment has been
stalledduetothestate’sdepleted
coffers. On Tuesday, however,
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Theteenager’snotebook;he
wasaClass10student

Pandemic, distress, a broken phone: How
a family in Goa lost their 16-year-old son
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SOMEBODYHASTOSUBSIDISE: JAVADEKAR

Underfire,BJP’sdefence:Ifpartiescan
promisefarmloanwaiver,whynotthis

DIPANKARGHOSE
&LIZMATHEW
PATNA,NEWDELHI,OCT22

THE BJP promised “residents of
Bihar” free vaccination against
Covid-19 in its Bihar assembly
election manifesto released
Thursday, drawing sharp reac-
tions fromOpposition parties,
most of which said it was “ap-
palling” that a vaccine to fight
thepandemicwasmadebeinga
poll agenda.
Defending its announce-

ment,theBJPsaidit’sapledgeon
a public health issue. Releasing
the party manifesto in Patna,
UnionFinanceMinisterNirmala
Sitharamansaid:“Aftercrossing
all the stages, there are at least
threevaccinesthathavereached
thelaststage,andareonthecusp
ofproduction.Afterthis, if scien-
tific people say this vaccine is
fine, production can take place.
Our production capacity, be-
causeofthegovernment’sinter-
vention, isvery large.”
“So when the clearance

comes from scientists, our vac-
cineproductionwillbeatsucha
level that whatwe are promis-
ing, everyone in Biharwill get a

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

KAUNAINSHERIFFM
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER22

THEBJPannouncementpromis-
ingfreeCovid-19vaccinationfor
all inBiharaspartof its election
manifesto has taken several
statesbysurprise.
Especially,sinceuntilnowthe

vaccine conversation
between the Centre
and the states was
around identifying
whoshould receive it
onaprioritybasis.
So the announce-

mentofafreevaccine
as an election promise singling
outonestateaddsapoliticaltwist

to a subject — Covid
management— that
hassofarbeenlargely
framedbycooperative
rather than competi-
tivefederalism.
Statesaretryingto

figure out what the
implications are. Many see this
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MANOJCG
&RITIKACHOPRA
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER22

THE BJP’S promise to provide
freeCovid-19vaccinetothepeo-
pleof Bihar,made in itselection
manifestoThursday, triggereda
political row with the RJD,
Congress and other Opposition
parties slamming the party, ac-
cusing it of politicising thepan-
demic and playing on the fears
of thepeople.
Reacting sharply to the BJP

promise, the RJD said, “Corona
vaccine belongs to the country.
ItdoesnotbelongtotheBJP.The
politicaluseofthevaccineshows
that they have no option but to
sell the fear of the disease and
death. The people of Bihar have
self-respect,theydonotselltheir
children’s future for a few pen-
nies,” the RJD posted on its
Twitterhandle.
Its senior leader and Rajya
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Manifesto ‘PromiseNo.1’:
BJPinjectsfreeCovid
vaccine inBiharelections
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To buy or not to buy: Why this
comes as a surprise to states

PRABHARAGHAVAN
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER22

DR REDDY’s Laboratories on
Thursdaysaidithad“isolated”its
data centre servicesafter a cyber
attack. The Hyderabad-
headquartered drugmaker re-
portedthedatabreachdaysafter
itreceivedregulatoryapprovalsto
conducthumantrialsof aCovid-
19 vaccine candidate developed
byaRussianresearchinstitute.
“In the wake of a detected

cyber-attack,wehaveisolatedall
data centre services to take re-
quired preventive actions,” Dr
Reddy's told the Bombay Stock
ExchangeonThursday.
“Weareanticipatingallserv-

icestobeupwithin24hoursand
wedonotforeseeanymajorim-

pact on our operations due to
this incident,” Mukesh Rathi,
Chief InformationOfficer of the
company, said.
The attack, the exact nature

ofwhichisnotyetpublic,hasre-
portedly also forced the firm to
temporarily shut down opera-
tionsatitsmajormanufacturing
facilities across the world.
Pharmaexperts said this isnec-
essarytominimisetheimpactof
abreachof cyber security.
Besides India,DrReddy’shas

manufacturing facilities in the
United States, United Kingdom,
MexicoandChina.Ithasresearch
anddevelopmentfacilitiesinthe
US, theUK, theNetherlands and
India.Thecompanyhas29global
offices invariouscontinents.
In response to an email sent
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MOHAMEDTHAVER
MUMBAI,OCTOBER22

ADAY afterMaharashtrawith-
drew“generalconsent”givento
the CBI to probe cases in the
state, Home Minister Anil
Deshmukh Thursday described
theagencyas“professional”but
said “there is a doubt in the
minds of many that it may be
used forpoliticalpurposes”.
Deshmukh reiterated that

the state withdrew consent to
ensure that “the agency is not
used for political purposes in
Maharashtra”, adding that the
CBI had earlier been referred to
as a “caged parrot” by the
SupremeCourt.

“Weallknowthatinthepast
CBI has done enquirieswithout
taking approval from the
Maharashtragovernment...even
now, there is a TRP case that is
being investigated byMumbai
Police...a similar case has been

registered in UP, and it is possi-
blethatduetopoliticalpressures
theCBIcouldtakeupthiscaseas
well,”Deshmukhtoldreporters.
The HomeMinister was re-

ferringtotheongoinginvestiga-
tion byMumbai Police, which
has alleged that three channels,
including Republic TV, were
primafacieinvolvedinmanipu-
latingTRPs.OnTuesday, theCBI
tookoveracaseregisteredbyUP
Policeagainst“unknown”chan-
nels and persons over alleged
fudgingof TRPs.
“Everybody knows that

MumbaiPoliceandMaharashtra
Policeareresponsible forending
gangwarsandshootouts.Despite
this,duetopoliticalreasons,cases
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DURGA PUJA, DISTANCED
Visitorsoutsideapujapandal inKolkataonThursday.TheCalcuttaHighCourthasdeclaredallpandals ‘no-entryzones’ in
viewofCovid-19. ParthaPaul
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Opp parties
slam politics
over pandemic,
EC unlikely
to object

BUSINESS AS USUAL

BYUNNY

Economy in
mind, Govt
eases curbs
on visas
DEEPTIMANTIWARY
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER22

TAKINGAsignificantsteptoease
visacurbsputinplacetocontain
theCovidoutbreak, thegovern-
ment on Thursday said that all
foreigners, except those in the
touristcategory,willbeallowed
toenter thecountry.
Thedecision to openupwill

also cover all Persons of Indian
Origin (PIO) and Overseas
Citizens of India (OCI), it said.
SinceMarch, only certain cate-
gories of OCI card holders and
foreignerswereallowedtoenter
thecountry.
A senior official told The

Indian Express that the latest
move is aimed at fully opening
the economy “eventually” so
that international trade and
commerce can be resumed “on
a full scale”.
“The government has been

gradually liberalising visas for
foreigners andOCI cardholders
throughout the pandemic pe-
riod. It is inkeepingwith the in-
tent to fully open the economy
eventually. If we intend to re-
sume international trade and
commerceonafullscale,wewill
havetoallowforeignerstocome
inevenaswemaintainallCovid
protocol,” theofficial said.
“The decision on restoring

thevisaregimetopre-pandemic
timewillbetakeninduecourse,
dependingonthesituation,”the
official said.
In a statement, theMinistry

ofHomeAffairs (MHA)saidthat
“thisdecisionwillenableforeign
nationalstocometoIndiaforvar-
ious purposes such as business,
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ARANYASHANKAR
&RITIKACHOPRA
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER22

INAdramatic twist in theongo-
ing tussle between Delhi
UniversityVice-Chancellor (V-C)
YogeshTyagiandProV-CPCJoshi,
theunion government snubbed
Tyagi onThursday, declaringhis
contentiousappointmentstothe
Registrar’spostasinvalid.
The Ministry of Education

(MoE) also instructedDU tonot
act on Tyagi’s orders until he
joined office after submitting a
medical fitness certificate
“issued by the competent au-
thoritywhotreatedhim”.
Joshi would continue to act

astheheadof theuniversityun-
til then.
Joshi and Tyagi had gone

head-to-head onWednesday
over the appointment of a new
Registrar—afaceoffthatresulted
in the unprecedented situation

of threepeoplebeingappointed
Registrarinthecourseoftheday.
Tyagihasbeenon leaveever

since hewas admitted toAIIMS
on July 2 under “emergency
medicalcondition”.Thegovern-
ment had given Joshi charge of
V-C on July 17 until Tyagi re-
sumedoffice.
Theordersignalsthegovern-

ment’sunhappinesswithTyagi.
Sources said theMinistry is up-
set at not having been officially
informed of the V-C's absence
fromoffice.
“Hehasn’tbeenattendingof-

fice, and till two days ago he
wasn’t fit enough to attend the
Parliamentary Committee’s

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

Govt intervenes in DU
row, snubs V-C, junks
his order on Registrar

Row in Nepal
after R&AW
chief meets
Oli, party
seeks details

YUBARAJGHIMIRE
KATHMANDU,OCTOBER22

NEPAL’S EMBATTLED Prime
Minister, K P SharmaOli, came
under fresh attack Thursday, in-
cludingfromthreeformerPrime
Ministersandhisownpartylead-
ers, for meeting Indian R&AW
chief Samant KumarGoelwith-
outkeepingtheminthe loop.
Calling it “improper” and

“objectionable”, former Prime
Ministers Pushpa Kamal Dahal
Prachanda,whoisalsoexecutive
chairman of the ruling Nepal
Communist Party, Jhalanath
Khanal and Madhav Kumar
Nepal, former Deputy Prime
Ministers Bhim Bahadur Rawal
andNarayan Kaji Shrestha held
separate groupmeetings, and
sometooktosocialmediatocrit-
iciseOli. Theyaskedhimtopro-
videdetailsof themeetingwith
theR&AWchiefthatlastedmore
thantwohours, almost tillmid-
nightWednesday.
Goel and team had flown

toKathmanduonaspecialflight.
They were said to have also
met Leader of Opposition
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MAHARASHTRADECISIONTOWITHDRAW ‘GENERALCONSENT’

Took step to ensure CBI is not used
for political purpose: Home Minister

AnilDeshmukhatapress
conference inMumbaion
Thursday.GaneshShirsekar

Dr Reddy’s isolates
data centre services
after cyber attack
Comesdaysaftercompanygot
approval forRussianvaccine trials
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Theriseof Tejashwi
Yadavandthe
challengeshefaces
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In today’sepisodewetakea lookat
TejashwiYadav's rise inhispartyand
family tobecomeacontender for thechief
minister'spost inBihar.

DOWNLOADAPP

TALEOF TWODELHI RAMLILAS: ONE THATWENTAHEAD, ONEWHERECOVID TOOK
CENTRESTAGE
FortheShriramBharatiyaKalaKendra,thisyear’sRamlilawasadeterminedleapoffaith.ForMehrauli’s
ClassicRamlila,thepandemic’spressuresprovedtoomuch.

KERALA DURGAPUJA

MORTGAGINGTREES IN
KERALAVILLAGE

Theplanwasrolledout
earlier thisweekina
Keralavillage

W
EB

EX
CL
U
SI
VE

SCANTHISQRCODETO
DOWNLOADTHEAPP

DURGA IDOLMADE
USINGMEDICALWASTE

Assamartistusedmore
than30,000capsules
andsyringes

■VISUAL STORIES

■ DAILY BRIEFING

■ PODCASTS

■ CUSTOMIZABLE
NEWS EXPERIENCE

IndianExpress
★★★★★■4.6

Surprise to states
as the first indication that the
Centrewillprocure thevaccine-
- or vaccines -- at rates it negoti-
atesandstatesmaythenbeasked
topurchasetheirownstocks.
This is reinforced by the fact

thattheNationalExpertGroupon
VaccineAdministration–part of
the Centre’s Covid task force --
madeitclear,initsveryfirstmeet-
ing, that states should not chart
their separatepathways forpro-
curement.
Also,significantly,minutesaf-

ter the statement made by
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman, BJP IT cell’s Amit
Malviya tweeted: “Like all pro-
grams, Centrewill provide vac-
cines tostateatanominal rate. It
is for the stateGovts to decide if
theywanttogiveitforfreeoroth-
erwise.Healthbeingastatesub-
ject,BiharBJPhasdecidedtogive
itfree.Simple.”
Itisn'tsosimple.OncetheBJP

– ruling both in Patna and the
Centre–hasannouncedfreevac-
cinesforallinBihar,fewstateswill
take a contrary stand. Indeed,
within hours, ChiefMinisters of
TamilNadu,whichhas elections
next year, and of BJP-ruled
MadhyaPradeshannouncedfree
Covid-19vaccination.Morestates
are expected tomake their an-
nouncements.
For the Centre to assure free

vaccineacross thenation, itmay
havetobebroughtundertheflag-
ship Universal Immunization
Program(UIP),undertheNational
HealthMission,andtheprogram
willhavetobeextendedtotheen-
tireadultpopulation.
The UIP is a fully funded

Centralgovernmentschemethat,
currently, provides free vaccina-
tiontoallchildren–including2.67
crore newborns -- and2.9 crore
pregnantwomenannually.
Atpresent,undertheUIP,free

vaccinesareprovidedforninedis-
eases at the national level:
Diphtheria, Pertussis (whooping
cough), Tetanus, Polio,Measles,
Rubella, a severe formof child-
hood Tuberculosis, Hepatitis B,
andMeningitis & Pneumonia.
Regionally,andinselectendemic
districts, free vaccines are pro-
vided for threemore diseases:
Rotavirus diarrhoea,
Pneumococcal Pneumonia, and
JapaneseEncephalitis.
Bringing Covid into this list

willneedwork.
Said an expert, who has

workedcloselywith thegovern-
ment and has been part of the
NationalImmunizationTechnical
AdvisoryGroup:“Thispandemic
isthefirsttimethatanentireadult
population is a target. Today’s
statementispolitical.Butforitto
be translated intopolicy and for
the adult population to be in-
cluded in theUIP,modalities on
pricing have to beworked out
withthestates.”
Responding to the BJP’s an-

nouncement,HealthMinisterTS
SinghDeo fromCongress-ruled
Chhattisgarh reflected theviews
of many states: “We have not
been told anything by the
Government of India about the
purchaseof the vaccine. It is not
anissueifwe(states)areaskedto
pay.Ifwehavetopay,wewill...but
vaccines should bemade avail-
ableinproportiontothepopula-
tion.Avaccinecannotbeassured
foraparticularstate.TheElection

Commission should take cog-
nizanceof thisannouncement.”
Today’s announcement also

comeswhen the expert vaccine
group is exploring multiple
mechanisms including advance
market commitments as has
beendone byUS andEuropean
countries.
The view in the government

isthat“realisticprices”ofthevac-
cinewill be available onlywhen
theyareclearedbyregulators.
“Anyindicativepriceforasin-

gle dose or double dose vaccine
becomes aplausible figure once
the vaccine has been able to
demonstrate its safety and effi-
cacy.Once that isdonebymulti-
ple vaccines, priceswill decline
anddeclinedrastically.Therefore
wecannothazardaguessofhow
muchtheoutgowillbe(until,pos-
sibly) July,” Union Health
Secretary Rajesh Bhushan had
said. The Centre is actively in
communication with private
health care providerswhohave
saidtheyarereadytovaccinateat
theirhospitals.

Visas
conferences,employment,stud-
ies, research, medical
purposes, etc”.
“The Government has now

decided tomakeagraded relax-
ationinvisaandtravelrestrictions
formorecategoriesofforeignna-
tionalsandIndiannationalswho
wish to enter or leave India.
Therefore, ithasbeendecidedto
permitallOCIandPIOcardhold-
ersandallotherforeignnationals
intending to visit India for any
purpose,exceptonaTouristVisa,”
thestatementsaid.
Thosewhoareeligiblecanen-

ter the country through autho-
risedairportsandseaport immi-
gration checkposts, theMinistry
said. “This includes flights oper-
atedunderVandeBharatMission,
Air Transport Bubble arrange-
ments or by anynon-scheduled
commercialflightsasallowedby
theMinistryof Civil Aviation.All
suchtravellerswill,however,have
tostrictlyadheretoguidelinesof
theMinistryofHealthandFamily
Welfareregardingquarantineand
other health/Covid-19matters,”
thestatementsaid.
Under thegraded relaxation,

theGovernmenthasalsodecided
to restorewith immediateeffect
all existing visas, except those in
the electronic, tourist andmed-
icalcategories.Freshapplications
need tobesubmitted in someof
thecategories.
“Ifthevalidityofsuchvisashas

expired, fresh visas of appropri-
ate categories can be obtained
from IndianMission/Posts con-
cerned.Foreignnationalsintend-
ingtovisitIndiaformedicaltreat-
mentcanapplyforaMedicalVisa
includingfortheirmedicalatten-
dants,”thestatementsaid.
The Government had sus-

pendedvisas of all foreigners on
March 11,with the last interna-
tionalflightlandinginthecountry
onMarch 23. A day later, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi an-
nounced the nationwide lock-
down. Since then, the
Government has relaxed, in
phases, restrictions on entry of
foreigners andOCI cardholders.
Its last order in August had al-
lowed a certain category of for-
eigners, including those arriving
for business ormedical reasons,
toenter Indiathroughairbubble

arrangements with countries
suchas theUS, theUK,Germany
andFrance.
For OCI card-holders, the

Governmentfirstannouncedre-
laxations onMay22. Following
this, the Government allowed
charteredflightscarryingforeign-
ersforspecificbusinesspurposes
toarriveinthecountry.

Maharashtra
were taken away from them.
Hence,we took adecision to re-
scindthegeneralconsentgivento
CBI,”Deshmukhsaid.
Thestate’srulingalliancepart-

ner Shiv Sena said the decision
was taken to “protect the rights”
of the state following “interfer-
ence” by national investigative
agenciesinthepastfewmonths.
“Ifsomeoneisusingthepow-

ers of investigative agencies like
CBI, ED to harass and defame
states that are ruled bynon-BJP
parties, then suchadecisionhas
tobetakentoprotecttherightsof
the state,” said SanjayRaut, Shiv
SenaMP.
Rautsaidstateagenciesareca-

pable of conducting any probe.
“WheneverMumbai Police start
investigating any case, and they
come to the final conclusion, a
case is registered in other states
andthecentralagenciestakeover
thecaseandenterthestate.How
longwill this last?Theinvestiga-
tive agencies inMaharashtra are
capableofconductinganyprobe,”
Raut said. BJP spokesperson
Madhav Bhandari, however, al-
leged that the Shiv Sena-NCP-
Congress government was
“scaredthatitsownwrongdoings
willbeunearthed”bytheCBI.
Onallegationsofinterference

in the state's police work,
Bhanadari said: “This is the gov-
ernmentthatrewardedthepolice
officerwhohadgivenpermission
to theWadhawanbrothers (ac-
cused inthePMCscam)totravel
duringlockdown.Theofficerwas
givenaplumposting.Oneshould
learnfromthisgovernmentabout
howtointerfereinpolicework.”
OnWednesday,anoteissued

by the stateHomedepartment
stated:“Inexerciseofthepowers
conferredbysection6oftheDelhi
SpecialPoliceEstablishmentAct,
1946, the government of
Maharashtra herebywithdraws
the consent accorded to the
Members of the Delhi Special
Police Establishment vide
GovernmentOrder...dated22nd
February1989....”
The CBI is governed by the

Delhi Special Police
Establishment Act thatmakes
consent of a state government
mandatoryforconductinginves-
tigationinthatstate.SincetheCBI
hasjurisdictiononlyoverCentral
government departments and
employees, it can investigate a
case involving state government
employeesoraviolentcrimeina
state only after the government
concernedgivesconsent.

(WITHINPUTSFROM
VISHWASWAGHMODE)

Dr Reddy’s
to confirmwhether it had shut
downproduction operations, a
spokesperson said the company
had “no further comments” to
addtoitsstatementtotheBSE.
Pharmaceutical industry ex-

perts said data breaches at
pharmacompaniesoftenturned
out to be “serious and critical”
events that called formeasures
suchashaltingproductionwhile
thebreachwasanalysedandse-
curityissueswereplugged.
Pharma firms rely on the in-

tegrityofdatatoensurethequal-
ityoftheirmedicines,theexperts
said. Intheeventof abreach,op-
erations are stopped until the
companies can be certain that
their data remain secure and re-
liable. “At the end of the day,
whateverdrugsyouconsumeare
dependentonthequalityofdata
basedontheregulatorynormor
GMP(goodmanufacturingprac-
tices)requirement–whetheritis
a batch release, pharmacokinet-
icsdata,ordatarelatedtothema-
terial used in the drug,” said A

Vaidheesh, formermanagingdi-
rector and vice president-South
Asia at GlaxoSmithKline
Pharmaceuticals.
“There is a lot of information

thatgoesintothemanufacturing
of adrug,andif thatdata iscom-
promised, it becomesdifficult to
releaseanydrug...Criticalprocess
parameters(CPP)inpharmaceu-
ticalmanufacturingarekeyvari-
ables affecting the production
process.Henceprotectionofdata
iscritical,”Vaidheeshsaid.
An executive at an Indian

pharmacompanysaidoncondi-
tionofanonymity:“Overthelast
10-15years,pharmaceuticalcom-
panieshaveshiftedmostof their
documentationandmanufactur-
ing process data to the digital
space,which leaves theirmanu-
facturing operations vulnerable
tocybersecurityissues.”
Dr Reddy's had told BSE on

Saturdaythat ithadreceivedap-
proval from theDrugController
GeneralofIndia,thecountry'stop
drugregulator,toconductmid-to
late-stage clinical trials for the
SputnikVCovid-19vaccine can-
didate developed by the
Gamaleya Research Institute in
Moscow.The firm is expected to
conduct phase 2/3 trials on
around1,500participantsacross
10sites,aseniorgovernmentoffi-
cialtoldTheIndianExpress.

DU row
meetingonSC/STwelfare.Hisor-
ders will be valid once he re-
sumes duty officially,” a senior
officer told The Indian Express.
Before the government inter-
venedonThursdayevening, the
power tussle had intensified,
with Tyagi issuing orders oust-
ing Joshiwith immediateeffect.

Joshiwas replaced byGeeta
Bhatt, a member of the BJP-
backed National Democratic
Teachers’ Front and a leading
member of the Group of
Intellectuals&Academics,which
had issued a report stating the
Delhiriotswereallegedlyorches-
trated by “Jihadis” and “Urban
Naxals”. The report was later
turned into abookpublishedby
GarudaPrakashan.
TheDURegistrar’s office re-

mained double locked on
Thursday. Sources said bothop-
posingcampshadlockeditlateat
night. OnWednesdaymorning,
just hours before an Executive
Council (EC)meetingwas tobe-
gin, P C Jha was made the
RegistrarreplacingSumanKundu,
atTyagi’sbehest.
Joshi, however, deemed the

appointment “illegal” as hehad
notmadeit–andaskedJhatova-
catetheoffice.Kunduchairedthe
ECmeetingastheRegistrar.
Bynight,athirdperson,Vikas

Gupta, had been appointed
RegistrarbytheECunanimously.
Accordingly, on Thursday

morning,Joshisignedanofficeor-
der as the Pro V-C announcing
that Gupta had joined as the
Registrar.
Hourslater,however,Tyagire-

movedJoshi.“Inpursuanceofthe
power vested with the Vice-
Chancellor... I appoint DrGeeta
Bhatt, Director, Non-Collegiate
Women’sEducationBoard,asPro
Vice-Chancellor, University of
Delhi, in place of Professor P C
Joshi...with immediate effect till
furtherorders... This be reported
to the Executive Council,” Tyagi
wrote, on thebasis ofwhich Jha
issuedanofficialnotification.
Later in theday, Bhatt issued

anofficeorderquashingJoshi’sor-
der appointing Gupta as the
Registrar. She said theorderwas
“inviolationoftheorders”issued
by theV-C and “without any ju-
risdictionandlawfulauthority”.
Bhattwrote:“It isanabuseof

process of law stipulated in the
DelhiUniversityAct,Statutesand
Ordinances. Therefore, the said
impugned order datedOctober
22andanyothersuchorders/no-
tifications/minutesissuedbythe
then Pro Vice-Chancellor
ProfessorPCJoshiwhicharecon-
trary to theDelhiUniversityAct
1992andordersoftheCompetent
Authority of the University
Professor YogeshK Tyagi, Vice-
Chancellorarenullandvoid.”
Interestingly, theMinistry's

letteronThursdaywasaddressed
toGupta,andnotJha.
TheMinistrywrote: “...It has

beenbroughttothenoticethata
notificationofchargeofRegistrar
was issuedon21.10.2020morn-
ing even before the working
hours of theUniversitywithout
activeknowledgeof theProf. PC
Joshi who is the Pro-Vice-
Chancellor having chargeVice-
Chancellor at present as per the
statuteoftheuniversityandanat-
temptwasmadetoblockthecon-
duct of ExecutiveCouncilmeet-
ingscheduledon21.10.2020and
functioningof theUniversity by
theActingRegistrarappointedby
Prof. Yogesh Tyagi, who is on
leave.”Theletterwentontostate
that Tyagi's orderswouldnot be
validunlessheofficially joinsof-
ficeaftersubmittingamedicalfit-
ness certificate, and that Joshi
would act as V-C until then. “It
maybe ensured that admission
process, recruitment and aca-
demic activities in the light of

present Covid situationmaybe
conducted unhindered as per
schedulewithoutanydelay,”the
lettersaid.

Row in Nepal
Sher Bahadur Deuba, former
Prime Minister Baburam
Bhattarai and Madhes-based
leaderMahantha Thakur sepa-
ratelyduringtheirnearly24-hour
stayinNepalwherethereisfresh
politicalturmoil.
TheR&AWchief’svisit,ahead

ofIndianArmychiefGeneralMM
Naravane’s scheduledvisit next
month, comes at a timewhen
IndiaandNepalareattemptingto
repair ties, severely strained fol-
lowing escalationof thebound-
arydispute andNepal’s publica-
tion of a map this summer to
include areas of the Indian state
of Uttarakhand. Prachanda, it is
learnt, told his followers that
thoughhehas the responsibility
tokeepthepartyunityintact,Oli’s
“misdeeds”may compel him to
take the government to task.
“Suchameeting,keepingthe

partyandtheministryconcerned
in absolute dark, calls for an ex-
planation from the Prime
Minister,”Prachandatoldagath-
eringthatincludedtwoministers.
Khanal andMadhavNepal, it

islearnt,alsosaidsuchameeting
betweenthePrimeMinisterand
theR&AWchief“inaclandestine
mannerwas detrimental to na-
tionalinterest”.
Meanwhile, the Prime

Minister’s press advisor, Surya
Thapa, saidGoelhada “courtesy
meeting”withOli. He saidGoel
had underlined smoothNepal-
Indiarelations,resolvingpending
problems throughdialogue, and
continuationofmutualcoopera-

tion.Hedidnotelaboratefurther.
Former Foreign Affairs

Minister andNCP central secre-
tariat member Narayan Kaji
Shresthawantedtoknowthena-
tureofGoel’svisit–ifitwasinper-
sonalorofficialcapacity–andthe
agendaofthediscussionwiththe
PrimeMinister.
BhimBahadurRawal, former

DefenceMinisterandmemberof
theparty's standing committee,
saidthetimingandmannerofthe
meetingwas“notappropriate”.

Goa
Chief Minister Pramod Sawant
tweeted that “despite financial
constraints”,thegovernmenthas
decidedtoreleaseRs45.29crore
to over 1.7 lakh beneficiaries of
boththeschemes.
North Goa SP Utkrisht

Prasoon said, “The suicide is re-
latedtoamobilephonethatwas
notrepaired.Theboywas16years
old.Wefirstdeterminedthecause
of death -- asphyxia causeddue
tohanging.Wearealsoinquiring
withhisschoolteachersandoth-
ers to ensure the circumstances.
Statements of parents have al-
readybeentaken.”
The school headmaster con-

firmedtoTheIndianExpressthat
classeswerebeingheldonline.
His class teacher is still in

shock. Of his 59 students,more
thanhalf attend classes on their
phones— and the 16-year-old
was one of them. “He was a
friendly child... completed his
homework andwas responding
to online lessons. He even got
good marks in a test we con-
ductedrecently,”hesays.
Studentswereallowedtovisit

schoolif theyhaddoubtstoclear
orneededhelpwithworksheets
given during online hours. The
boy, the teacher said, hadvisited
schooltopickabooktheweekhe
died.“Hewouldcometoschoolif
he had doubts to clear, but he
never told us about hismobile
phone. If we had known, we
wouldhave told him itwas ok,”
theteachersays.
Back at the 16-year-old’s

home,thefathersaysthatdespite
theirhardships,henevercutcor-
ners when it came to his chil-
dren'seducation. “Butwehardly
have any incomenow... the ex-
penseshaveonly increasedafter
thelockdown.Still,wehavebeen
tryingourbestbecauseeducation
is very important.My younger
sonhasn’t attended any classes
sinceweonlyhadonephonebe-
tween the two boys and their
classesclashed.”
Henowworries forhis other

two children— an 18-year-old
daughter anda12-year-old son.
Thedaughter had enrolled for a
nursing course before the lock-
down. “Her total course fee is Rs
5 lakh, of which the Education
Department gives Rs 2 lakh.
Tomorrow if her education gets
stalledduetolackofmoney,what
will happen?What if she does
somethingsimilar?WhatdoIdo
then?”hesays.
The mother says she lost a

“goodson”.“Heneveraskedusfor
anything.Heonly spokeof how
hewillbecomea 'bigman'some
dayandhelpus.”
Thefatheradds,“Ihaveanel-

bow injury and a severe back
problem.Heusedtotellmetoquit
driving, that hewill join ITI and
workafterClass12.”
He says he knows of several

familieswhoaregoingthrougha
similar situation. “The govern-
ment says studyonline, but can
poorpeople affordphones? The
government should pause
schoolingforayeariftheycannot
helpthepoor.”
Hesayshisheartacheswhen

he thinksof his son’s lastwords.
“WhenIwasleavingforworkthe
nextmorning, he said, ‘Hitme
nowifyouwant,youmaynotget
achanceintheevening.’”Around
mid-day, the father emptiedhis
bus at Bicholimbus stopand re-
turnedhome, after someone in
thefamilycalledtoinformhimof
hisson'sdeath.
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FROMPAGEONE
Free vaccine for all Bihar residents

Opp parties slam politics over pandemic

free vaccine. This is the first
promise in our sankalp patra.
With responsibility,we are as-
suring thepeople of Bihar that
allofyouwillgetafreevaccine,”
shesaid.Oftheelevencommit-
mentsinthemanifesto,thefirst
states: “TheNDAgovernment
in Bihar has set an example in
thefightagainstCorona.Itisour
promise that thatwhen a vac-
cine for Covid is available after
clearance from ICMR, every
Biharresidentwillbegivenfree
vaccination.”
The Opposition RJD and

CongresshitbackattheBJP,say-
ing it is “appalling” tomake a
vaccine against theCovidpan-

demic a poll issue. Manoj
Kumar Jha, Rajya Sabhamem-
ber of RJD said, “I am shocked.
In awelfare state, promising a
vaccine for a pandemic, if it is
partofanelectionmanifesto, it
showsthelevelofdeterioration
intheirthinking.”
TheBJPdefendeditsprom-

ise.“Idonotunderstandwhyit
is becoming a controversy.
Healthisapartofpublicpolicy,
and all political partiesmake
promisesonpublicpolicies.Just
like some parties promising
farmloanwaiver,weareprom-
isingtokeepthepeopleinBihar
safe,” Bhupender Yadav, BJP
general secretary in-charge of

Bihar, toldTheIndianExpress.
“How to fight against the

pandemic is our pledge to the
peopleofBihar.Wearenotsay-
ing it’sonlyforthepeoplewho
vote for us. It’s for everyone in
Bihar.Wewillseethateverycit-
izeninBihargetsitfreeofcost,”
Yadavsaid.
Speaking at the Idea

Exchange programme of The
Indian Express Thursday,
Information andBroadcasting
Minister Prakash Javadekar
said: “If the vaccine comes, it
willbe for theworldandforall
of India, not just for one state.
Partygivesamanifestowithin-
tended programmes… that

programme of government,
somebody has to subsidise. If
the government tries to sub-
sidise,it’sadifferentquestion…
Let the vaccine come, then
everystatewillhelpitscitizens
differently.”
On the health sector, the

manifestostates,“Itisourcom-
mitment that ten thousand
doctors, fifty thousand para-
medical staff, and in total one
lakhpeoplewillgetjoboppor-
tunities in the health depart-
ment.Withthis,thesecondAI-
IMS in Bihar in Darbhanga
given by the PrimeMinister
will be operationalised
by2024.”

Sabha MPManoj Kumar Jha
saidtheBJP’sdecisiontomake
such a promise in its election
manifestowasanindicationof
the deterioration in its think-
ing. He criticised the an-
nouncement, saying it
amounts to “zindagi bachane
keliyebhichunavisaudebaazi
(seeking votes even to save
lives)”.
Addressing a press confer-

ence in Patna, Congress com-
munication department head
Randeep Surjewala said the
pandemiccannotbeatopicfor
theBJPto“lie”and“makefun”
of thepeopleof Bihar.
“When lakhs of migrants

fromBiharwerewalkingback
to thestatewithouteven food
andwater… The sameNitish
Kumar and Sushil Modi had
said theywill not let themen-
ter the state. And today, once
again, they aremaking fun of
thepeopleofBiharandalsothe
people of the country... What
wasthesituationinBihardur-
ing the lockdown?Over 1000
people have died. Is Nitish
Babu bothered about it? Is
SushilModibotheredaboutit?
And those central ministers
whoarenowcoming toBihar,
didtheypayanyattentionear-
lier... BJP... you can lie... even

Nitish Babu had called you
badkajhootaparty ...butdon’t
makefunofthepeopleofBihar
andthepeopleofthecountry...
Wetakestrongexceptiontoit,”
hesaid.
“GOI just announced

India’s Covid access strategy.
Kindly refer to the state-wise
election schedule to know
whenyouwillgetit,alongwith
ahoardof falsepromises,”for-
merCongresspresidentRahul
Gandhi tweeted.
ChhattisgarhChiefMinister

Bhupesh Baghel said the BJP’s
promisemeant that people of
otherstateswillhavetopayfor
thevaccine.
“NDAmanifesto says free

vaccineforBiharis.Thisisapoll
promise BJP & JDU have
made… they are politicising
thehealthofcitizenswithvac-
cineelectionism.Withthispoll
promise, the BJP has implied
that the citizens of other non-
electionstateswillhavetopay
for thevaccine,”hesaid.
CPM general secretary

Sitaram Yechury called it a
“brazenviolation”oftheModel
Code of Conduct by the
FinanceMinisterwho,hesaid,
was seeking to influence
Bihar’s electorate with the
promiseof freeCovidvaccina-

tion.He said itwas the central
government’sresponsibilityto
provide the vaccine to all
Indians. He said the Election
Commission of India was re-
fusing to take suomotu cog-
nizance of the BJP announce-
ment.
Targeting the BJP and the

Prime Minister, CPI general
secretaryDRajasaid,“Vaccine-
for-vote politics is dirty, dubi-
ousanddishonestpolitics.The
peopleofBiharwillgiveabefit-
tingreply. ItshowsthattheBJP
isdesperateandisjitteryabout
the outcome of the polls. And
what about people in other
states? And if people of Bihar
vote against the BJP, will they
not give vaccines to people of
Bihar.”
Similar views were ex-

pressed by former J&K Chief
Minister and National
Conference leader Omar
Abdullah.“WilltheBJPbepay-
ingforthesevaccinesfromthe
party treasury? If it’s coming
fromthegovernmenttreasury
then how can Bihar get free
vaccineswhile the rest of the
countryhastopay?Thereisso
muchwrongwith thisblatant
populism that shamefully ex-
ploitsCovidfears,”hetweeted.
TheAAPtooquestionedthe

BJP announcement: “What
about non-BJP ruled states?
Indians who didn't vote BJP
will not get free Covid vac-
cine?”.
Sources in the Election

Commission,however,saidthe
BJP's promise of freeCovid-19
vaccineforthepeopleofBihar
does not violate the Model
Codeof Conduct.
Askedwhether the prom-

ise could be construed as un-
dueinfluenceasmentionedin
the Commission's guidelines
on a poll manifesto, sources
pointed to Section 123 of the
Representation of the People
Act that states “declaration of
public policy or a promise of
public action” cannot be seen
asundue influence.
The EC is learned to have

takenthisstandonacomplaint
receivedduringtheLokSabha
elections last year against the
Congress’s NYAY scheme that
guaranteedminimumincome
of Rs 6,000 per month, or Rs
72,000ayear,for25crorepeo-
ple.TheECguidelinesonman-
ifestostatethatpoliticalparties
shouldavoidmakingpromises
that vitiate the purity of the
electoral process or exert un-
due influence on the voter to
exercise their franchise.

CLARIFICATIONS & CORRECTIONS

PAGE7
THE ARTICLE ‘It’s not a referendumonModi, absolutely not’ men-
tioned incorrectly that CPI leaderKanhaiyaKumardidnot say any-
thing followingUmarKhalid’s arrest over theDelhi riots. In a state-
ment accusing the government of stifling dissent, two days after
Khalid’sarrest,Kanhaiyahadmentionedthestudentactivistamong
several others arrested. The article also said Kanhaiya had finished
thirdinthe2019LokSabhaelectionscontestingfromBegusaraiseat.
Hehadcomesecond.
Theerrorsare regretted.

22.10.20,PAGE1

THE PHOTOGRAPH of women in aMumbai local trainwas incor-
rectly attributed to Ganesh Shirsekar. The photograph is by Amit
Chakravarty. Theerror is regretted.
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ANANDMOHANJ
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER22

FORMER JNU student Umar
KhalidhastoldaDelhicourtthat
hehasbeenkept insolitarycon-
finementbyTiharJailauthorities
for several days, and askedwhy
hewasbeingpunished.
Khalidwas produced before

Additional Sessions Judge
Amitabh Rawat alongwith co-
accused JNU student Sharjeel
ImaminconnectionwithaUAPA
casefiledinconnectionwiththe
Northeast Delhi riots, when he
made these submissions. The
court has now summoned the
jailsuperintendenttoappearbe-
fore itonFriday.
When the hearing began,

Special Public Prosecutor Amit
Prasad, appearing for Delhi
Police, moved an application
seeking30days judicial custody
of Khalid and Imam. ASJ Rawat,
however, informed Prasad that
hewasunwellandsincehecould
not lookat thecase files,hecan-
not grant the request for exten-
sionof their judicialcustody.
As the court fixed the next

dateofhearing,Khalid’scounsel,
Trideep Pais, said he has been
raisinghishandforsometimeas
hewantedtosaysomething.
When the court granted

Khalid permission to speak, he
told the court, “Your honour... I
am aware that you have passed
an order onOctober 17 saying I
would be given adequate secu-
ritycoverandwillbeabletocon-
tinuewithmyroutinedaytoday
without any discrimination.
However, for the last three-four
days, I havenot been allowed to
stepoutofmyjailcell, it’spracti-
cally solitary confinement.
Nobodyisallowednearmycell…
Noone isallowedtotalk tome. I
wanted to justbring this toyour
notice because this is in contra-

ventionofyourorders.”
Khalidthentoldthecourtofa

visit by a jail superintendent re-
centlywhenhewasletoutfor10
minutes. He said, “In themorn-
ing, the jail superintendent vis-
itedme and I pointed out that
what is happening is absolutely
notrightandthisisthegrievance
I have. The superintendent as-
suredme that I (jail cell) should
be opened.Whenhewas there,
(it)was opened for 10minutes.
Thenheleftand…Ihavenotbeen
allowed outside ever since. This
is solitary confinement, I have
also not beenwell for the past
threedaysandnotbeenallowed
towalk...asmycomfort.Ineedse-
curitybutsecuritycannotbethat
Icannotstepoutatall.Thisislike
a punishment, why am I being
giventhispunishment?”
Khalidalsotoldthecourtthat

hewas not allowed to speak di-
rectly to the judge during video
conferencing hearings by jail
staff:“Iwouldalsolikeyoutotell
jail staff to unmuteme.When
theywantedtospeaktoyou,they
werenotunmutingmeandsaid
thatunlessanduntilajudgeasks
youtounmute,wecan’tallow.”
ASJ Rawat directed jail staff

sitting beside Khalid to appear
before thecameraand toldhim,
“Iftheinmatewantstosaysome-
thing then inform the court and
call the jail superintendent to-
morrow.”

ANANDMOHANJ
NEWDELHI, OCTOBER22

ADELHIcourtdismissedthebail
applicationof formerAAPcoun-
cillorTahirHussaininthreecases
relatedtotheNortheastDelhiri-
ots, observing that hewas a sit-
ting AAP councillor at the time
oftheriotsand“usedhismuscle
power and political clout to act
asakingpininplanning,instigat-
ing and fanning the flames of
communal conflagration”.
Theobservationsweremade

by Additional Sessions Judge
Vinod Yadav in an order on
Thursday, in which he agreed
with Special Public Prosecutor
Manoj Choudhary’s argument
thatTahirclaimingparitywithco-
accusedwhoareenlargedonbail
was“illogicalbecausetheroleas-
signedtohiminthemattersisto-
tally different and distinct from
restof theco-accusedpersons”.
ASJYadav,inhisorder,wrote,

“Itisnoteworthythatatthetime
oferuptionofcommunalriotsin
thearea(s)ofNortheastDelhi,the
applicanthasbeeninapowerful

position(beingsittingcouncillor
of thearea fromtheAamAadmi
Party)anditisprimafacieappar-
ent that he used his muscle
powerandpoliticalclouttoactas
akingpininplanning,instigating
and fanning the flames of com-
munal conflagration. Therefore,
at this stage, I find that there is
enoughmaterial on record to
presume that the applicantwas
verywell present at the spot of
crimeandwasexhorting rioters
ofaparticularcommunityandas
such, he did not use his hands
and fists, but rioters as ‘human
weapons’,whoonhisinstigation

couldhavekilledanybody.”
Drawing parallels with the

PartitionandDelhiriots,thecourt
said, “It is common knowledge
thatthedrearydayof24.02.2020
saw parts of Northeast Delhi
gripped by a communal frenzy,
reminiscentofcarnageduringthe
days of Partition. Soon, the riots
spread like wildfire across the
smoke-greyskylineoftheCapital,
engulfingnewareasandsnuffing
out more and more innocent
lives. TheDelhi riots 2020 are a
gapingwound in theconscience
ofanationaspiringtobeamajor
global power. The allegations
against the applicant are ex-
tremelygraveinnature.”
Tahir’s lawyer, senior advo-

cateKKManan,hadargued that
Tahir“hasbeencaughtinapolit-
icalcross-fireandtheallegations
levelledagainsthimarenothing
butapoliticalblamegametoma-
lign his image”.Manan argued,
“There is no evidence bywayof
even a single video or CCTV
footage to prove the applicant
had participated in the riots or
causeddamage toproperty.”
The court, however, did not

agreewith his submissions and
said,“Eveniftherewerenodirect
actsofviolenceattributabletothe
applicant, he cannot shy away
fromhisliabilityunderprovisions
of the sections invoked against
him,particularlyonaccountofthe
fact that his house/building be-
camethehub/centrepoint forri-
oters and rabble-rousers to un-
leash theworst communal riots
sincePartitioninDelhi.Thespread
ofriotsonsuchabigscaleinsuch
ashort time isnotpossiblewith-
outapremeditatedconspiracy.”
“Atthisstage, Iamreminded

ofafamousEnglishsayingwhich
says that ‘when you choose to
play with embers, you cannot
blame thewind to have carried
thesparkabittoofarandspread
the fire’. So,when the applicant
is at the receiving end now, he
cannot pass the buck by simply
takingapleathatsincehedidnot
participate physically in the ri-
ots, he has no role to play in the
riots. It is prima facie apparent
that the applicant abused his
musclepowerandpoliticalclout
tofomentcommunalviolencein
thearea,” theorder read.

Kept in solitary
confinement in jail,
Khalid tells court

UmarKhalidwassent to
judicial custodyonSept24

NORTHEASTDELHIRIOTS

SAKSHIDAYAL
GURGAON,OCTOBER21

A MONTH after students of
classes IX toXII inHaryanawere
permittedtovisitschoolstoseek
guidance fromteachers, officials
from the educationdepartment
and government schools in
Gurgaon said attendance has
seenariseasaresultofincreasein
"confidence of parents and stu-
dents". However, theymaintain
thatthe"output"ofstudentswill
increase only when physical
classesresume.
TheHaryana government is

yettoannounceadecisiononre-
suming classes for students of
classesIX-XII,whichwaspermit-
tedbytheCentrefromOctober15.
At the Government Senior

SecondarySchoolinChakkarpur,
for instance, the number of stu-
dents is up from44 on day 1 to
"around200"asofnow.Thetotal
strengthofstudentsinclassesIX-
XIIattheschool is1,100.
"Wehad44studentsvisiting

the school on the first day,with
the number increasing to 60 by
the secondweek. It has been in-
creasingeveryday.Moststudents
coming are from the board
classes. Inclass IX,barely20stu-
dents comedaily.Most of these
studentshavedoubts in science,
mathsandEnglish.InclassXIItoo,
studentsfromthesciencestream
arecomingmore,"saidprincipal
AnjanaDhingra.
"Therehasnotbeenanysitu-

ationyetofanyteacherorstudent
havingtobesentbackbecauseof
Covidsymptoms.Theconfidence
ofparentsandstudentsisincreas-
ingdaily;weexpectthenumbers
will continue to rise in the com-
ingdays,"shesaid.
At the Government Senior

Secondary School in Nathupur,
principal Manju Ahlawat said

"35-45"ofthe650studentsinthe
higherclassesarecomingtocon-
sultteachersdaily:"Thenumber
islowbutitishigherthanwhatit
was in the initial days…Ouron-
lineclassesarealsocontinuingsi-
multaneously."
According to data compiled

bytheeducationdepartment,at-
tendanceonthefirst twodaysof
schoolsreopeningitselfwentup
from4percentonSeptember21
to6percentonSeptember22.
The highest attendancewas

among students of class X on
both days,with 6 per cent visit-
ing schools on day 1 and 8 per
centonday2.While3percentof
studentsof class IXsoughtguid-
anceonbothdays, the figure in-
creased from4per cent to 5per
cent for students of class XI and
from5per cent to 8per cent for
students of class XII. Officials
fromtheeducationdepartment,
however, said no data has been
compiled of attendance in the
daysthathavefollowed.
"Compared to before, the

number of students who are
coming has increased.We are
continuing tomake efforts from
ourendtoencouragestudentsto
comeforward.Wehavetostepup
efforts in this direction now as
there is no guaranteewhen this
pandemicwill end, and there is
very little time left for the aca-
demicyeartofinishandexamsto
commence,"saidDeputyDistrict
EducationOfficer,KalpanaSingh.
Shesaidtherealdifferenceto

the "output" of studentswill be
madeonlywhenphysicalclasses
resume: "Childrenwhowere in
thehabitof learningintheclass-
roomarehavingaproblemkeep-
ingupinonlineclasses.Thereare
10-15%who are doingwell, but
the others are facing issues. In a
classroom,wecanensurethestu-
dent focuses on the lesson and
thereissomegrowth."

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER22

A37-YEAR-OLDmanwhoposed
as a businessman and NGO
ownerwasarrestedforallegedly
raping three foreignnationals in
JaipurandDelhi lastmonth.
Thewomen, aged25-28, live

in the UK and came to India in
December.Theysaidtheymetthe
accused, Rupak Chatterjee, on
Facebookandwererapedinsidea
hotel.PolicesaidChatterjeeisin-
volvedinmultiplecasesofcheat-
ingandsexualassault.
Lastmonth,thethreewomen

went to a police station inDelhi
and filed complaints against
Chatterjee.Twoofthewomenal-
leged theywere raped in Jaipur
while the third claimed shewas
rapedinaKarolBaghhotel.Their
complaintswere transferred to
JaipurPoliceandDelhiPolice.
In a complaint by one of the

womentoKarolBaghpolicesta-
tion on September 15, she
claimed shewanted towork for

anNGOandthoughttheaccused
wouldhelpher. Theymet at her
hotel in Karol Bagh and the ac-
cusedallegedlyrapedher.
A senior police officer from

Delhi said, “She had recently
come to India and couldn’t go
back because of Covid. Shewas
tryingtofindworkhereandmet
theaccused.”
Of the other two complaints

transferredtoJaipur,onewasreg-
istered inWest district and an-
other in South district. The
womenallegedtheywereraped
lastmonth in Jaipur. They said
they have knownChatterjee for
months andwereworkingwith
him.OnSeptember17,FIRsunder
sections of rapewere registered
byJaipurPolice.
PradeepMohanSharma,DCP

(West Jaipur), said, “Theaccused
has cheated a lot of women. He
told themhe sold ethnic prod-
ucts.We found there are other
cases registered against him in
Jaipur andDelhi...We searched
forhimforweeksandfoundthat
he’shidinginMumbai.”

TahirHussain

Man held for ‘raping’
3 women from UK

Tahir denied bail, court says
hewas in ‘powerful position’

ANANYATIWARI
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER22

THE IDEA of protest in desig-
natedspacesisantitheticaltothe
idea of democracy, JNU profes-
sor Nivedita Menon said at a
press conference to discuss the
right toprotest, Thursday.
Swaraj India's Yogendra

Yadav,Magsaysay awardee and
conveneroftheSafaiKaramchari

Andolan BezwadaWilson, co-
founder of the United Against
Hate groupNadeemKhan, and
authorArundhatiRoywerealso
present.
Speaking about the recent

Supreme Court judgement,
whichdirectedauthoritiestoact
against indefinite protests such
as the one at Shaheen Bagh
against the Citizenship
AmendmentAct,andsaidpublic
spaces cannot be occupied in-

definitely, Menon said, “To say
protest in designated spaces is
antitheticaltotheideaofdemoc-
racy... That protests must be
safelymuseumised is a parody
of democracyandanextremely
problematic interpretation by
the Supreme Court of what
protest means in a democracy
andwhatthevalueofprotestis.”
TheOctober7SCjudgement

had said: "Democracy and dis-
sent go hand in hand, but then

the demonstrations expressing
dissenthavetobe indesignated
placesalone".
Yadav said that getting per-

mission to protest at a site like
ParliamentStreetwasnearlyim-
possible."Howcanthejudiciary
be oblivious to how things
work?"heasked.Wilson,mean-
while,saidhehadarighttoraise
his voice as a citizen and this
voice "should not be equated
withdissent, buta right".

‘Protests in allotted areas against democracy’

Month on, schools
in Gurgaon report
better attendance

PartsofNEDelhigrippedbycommunal frenzy, reminiscentof Partition:Court

Studentsof classes IX-XIIwerepermittedtovisit schools to
clarifydoubts inSeptember.Haryanagovt isyet toannounce
adecisiononresumingclasses for thesestudents.Archive

Total Vacant
HOSPITAL BEDS 15,739 10,559
VENTILATORS 1,264 528

Dailycases Recoveries Deaths Tests
Oct21 3,686 3,444 47 59,064
Oct22 3,882 2,727 35 58,770
Total 25,237* 3,44,318 6,163 42,01,310

CORONAVIRUS
IN THECAPITAL *T

ot
al
ac
tiv
e
ca
se
s

TOTAL CASES

3,44,318

New Delhi



EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
GURGAON,OCTOBER22

DELHI GOVERNMENT employ-
eeswillgeta"specialcashpack-
age" in lieu of the Leave Travel
ConcessionFare for the2018-21
block to boost consumption
aheadof the festive season.
Thegovernmentsaidemploy-

eesentitledtobusinessclassair-
farewill get Rs 36,000, followed
by Rs 20,000 for thosewho are
entitledtoeconomyclassairfare,
andRs 6,000 as LTC for employ-
eesentitledtorail fare.
“In the viewof Covid-19 and

nationwidelockdown,whichhas
createdadisruptionof thetrans-
port and hospitality sector, the
Delhi government has observed
thatanumberofitsemployeesare
notinapositiontoavail theleave

travelconcessionfarefortravelin
the current block of 2018-21. To
compensateandincentivisecon-
sumption by theDelhi govern-
ment employees, therebygiving
aboosttoconsumptionexpendi-
ture,thegovernmenthasdecided
thatcashequivalentofLTCwillbe
given to its employees if an em-
ployeeoptsforit,”astatementis-
suedbythegovernmentsaid.
Employeeswillalsobegivena

“special festival package” of Rs
10,000asanadvanceonsalaryfor

anyfestivalsuptoMarch31,2021.
Earlier thisprovisionexisted

only for non-gazetted employ-
ees, but now itwould be appli-
cable tobothgazettedandnon-
gazetted employees, officials
said. Employees will get a pre-
loadedRuPaycardof thevalue.
“The oneway to give a boost

toexpenditureandconsumption
is to givemoney to people. This,
wehope,isgoingtogivethecity's
economicactivity,whichhassuf-
feredmorethanthenationalav-
erage, amuch needed boost. It
will also help out employees,
many ofwhomhave seen other
familymembers lose their jobs,”
aseniorgovernmentofficialsaid.
Delhi's tax collection has

takenamassivehit,andthegov-
ernmentisbankinguponabusy
festive season to help improve
thesituationontheground.
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ANANYATIWARI
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER22

RESIDENT DOCTORS of North
MCD-run Hindu Rao and
Kasturba Gandhi hospitals
protested at Jantar Mantar
Thursday, demanding payment
of their salaries that have been
stalled forover threemonths.
“KasturbaGandhihospital is

oneofthebiggestmaternitycen-
tres.Wehavebeentreatingmany
non-Covidpatients, and there is

suchabacklog.Aswearen’tearn-
ing,wehavehadtoborrowfrom
people.We are doing our duty,
anditisourrighttobepaid,”said
residentdoctorDrUma(30).
Dr Neha Singh (27), a resi-

dentdoctor fromthesamehos-
pital, said, “This irregular pay-
ment of salaries is not new – it
hasbeengoingonforyears.How
do they expect us tomanage in
Delhi without salaries? Even
thoughwehavegotonemonth’s
salary,basicexpendituresareso
high.Wewant apermanent so-

lution to thisproblem.”
Resident doctors at Hindu

Raohospital havebeenprotest-
ingsinceearlySeptember,while
Kasturba Gandhi hospital doc-
tors joinedmid-October.
President of the Hindu Rao

RDA, Abhimanyu Sardana, told
TheIndianExpress thatnon-aca-
demic resident doctors, whose
contracts are renewedevery 44
days, are worried about losing
theirjobs.“Theadministrationis
threatening to not renew con-
tracts of many such doctors —

around 50 — whose term ex-
pired during this period... It has
also said salarieswill bepaidby
December,”heclaimed.
NorthMCDMayorJaiPrakash

toldThe IndianExpress, “Wehave
metthedoctors twice inthepast
8-10days.At first, theyagreed to
call off the strike oncewe paid
themamonth's salary, but they

wentbackonthepromise.Thisis
afundingcrisis.TheDelhigovern-
ment refuses togive fundsand is
asking to takeover thehospitals,
which is not a solution… Itwill
takeus two-threemonths for us
to find a solution but theymust
meetushalfway.Wecannothave
doctorsforgotheirduties.”
Onallegationsmadebydoc-

tors on receiving threats of con-
tract termination, Prakash said,
“Therehavebeennosuchthreats.”
AAP’s Sultana Abad, North

MCD councillor from Jama

Masjid ward, who was at the
protest, told The Indian Express:
“TheDelhi government is ready
to take over hospitals from the
MCDs. TheMCDs say the Delhi
governmentdoesnotgivefunds
but that is a lie; there is nothing
butcorruption in theMCD.”
Delhi Congress chief Anil

Chaudhary, also at the protest,
said:“Doctorsfromvarioushos-
pitals are on strike and have
cometothestreets.Thesituation
is serious, and theCongresswill
join their fight.”

Cash package for Delhi govt
staff ahead of festive season

OVERLAST14DAYS

SHIVAMPATEL
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER22

AIR QUALITY in Delhi over the
past14dayshasbeenbetterthan
10NCRcitiesandtownsinUttar
Pradesh,HaryanaandRajasthan.
The daily average air quality

index(AQI)datafromtheCentral
Pollution Control Board (CPCB),
analysed by The Indian Express,
showsthe14-dayaverageAQIof
Delhiwas256asofThursday.This
wasmuchlowerthantheaverage
AQIs of UP’s Baghpat, Meerut,
Ghaziabad,Muzaffarnagar and
GreaterNoida,whichwereinthe
range of 271-305; Haryana’s
Ballabhgarh, Faridabad, Jind and
Panipat, intherangeof261-273;
andRajasthan’s Bhiwadi,which
was 300. At 242, onlyGurgaon’s
14-day average AQI was lower
thanDelhi’s.
Thenumberof ‘verypoor’ air

days—AQIbetween300and400
— was also higher in 10 NCR
towns as compared to Delhi,
which had just 1 in the past 14
days. UP’s Baghpat had seven
‘very poor’ air days, highest
among 10NCR towns analysed.
Rajasthan’s Bhiwadi was the
second highest with six such
days, followed by Panipat and
Muzaffarnagar,with fiveeach.
High levelsof airpollution is

witnessed every year in Delhi-
NCR fromOctober until around
February, as a result of local

sources of emissions, stubble
burning inPunjabandHaryana,
and unfavourablemeteorologi-
cal conditions suchas lowwind
speedand lowtemperatures.
UnionEnvironmentMinister

Prakash Javadekar had recently
said the issue of air pollution is
not of Delhi alonebut that of an
airshedthatcoversNCRareasof
UP, Haryana and Rajasthan. An
airshedcanbedescribedasage-
ographical regionwhich shares
acommonflowof air.
Pollution control boards of

Delhi,HaryanaandUPhavebeen
takingseveralmeasurestocontrol

airqualityintheirareas,including
mechanised sweeping and fre-
quentwater sprinklingon roads,
dust control measures at con-
structionsitesandnightpatrolling
tocheckindustrialemissionsand
wasteburning.Fifty teamsof the
CPCBarealsoconductingregular
inspections to keep a check on
pollutingactivitiesinDelhi-NCR.
Haryana State Pollution

ControlBoardmember secretary
SNarayanan said the reasonbe-
hind higher AQI in Panipat and
Ballabhgarh is local as road-side
constructionactivitieswerehap-
peningnear air qualitymonitor-

ing stationsuntil recently. “There
is no reason for air quality to be
worsethanDelhi...Wehaveissued
directionstotheregionalofficerto
takeactionandstoptheactivities;
otherwise,monitoring stations
provideabiasedpicture,”hesaid.
Praveen Kumar, Noida re-

gional officer of theUPPollution
Control Board, said teamsof the
boardanddistrictadministration
arekeepingastrictvigilonground
to prevent polluting activities:
“Wearetakingallmeasurestoen-
surelocalsourcesofemissionsdo
notincrease—ensuringindustries
useonlypermissiblefuels,mech-

anisedsweepingandwatersprin-
kling andnot allowing any con-
struction activitywithout anti-
smogguns.”
Delhihaslargelybeenthefo-

cus of the annual winter-time
fight against air pollution. But
over the past fewyears, the city
has been able to takemeasures
which other NCR towns could
not.Thisincludesbanninguseof
diesel generator sets for a third
year in a row October 15 on-
wards,underdirectionsfromthe

Supreme Court-appointed
Environment Pollution
(Prevention and Control)
Authority (EPCA).
Haryanahasbeenstruggling

tobanDGsets forasecondyear,
as the government informed
EPCA last week that around
14,000residentsofGurgaonand
Faridabadwillnotgetelectricity
if gensets arenot allowed. EPCA
had asked for an affidavit from
Haryana, giving time schedules
ofwhencoloniesdependenton
DG setswould be connected to
theelectricitygrid.
OnThursday, EPCAmember

SunitaNarainsaid,“EPCAhasre-
ceived communication from
governmentthattheyarefinalis-
ing deadlines and getting affi-
davits from builders. CM has
calledameetingtomorrowtofi-
nalise the deadline, whichwill
then be given to EPCA.Wewill
thenrespond.”
UPhadalso struggled toban

gensetslastwinterinGhaziabad
and Noida. However, Kumar
Thursdaysaidthebanisinplace
inbothcities thisyear.
Delhi’saverageAQIworsened

in the ‘poor’ category Thursday
withareadingof296,higherthan
256 onWednesday. A forecast
from the Centre’s Systemof Air
QualityandWeatherForecasting
andResearch (SAFAR) said, “It is
forecastthattheairqualitywillbe
‘poor’tomarginally‘verypoor’on
October23and24.”

A viewofRajpathatnoononThursday.AmitMehra

‘Up to Centre,
states to do
their bit on
crop burning’

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER22

DECLININGTOpassanyorder in
an application seeking immedi-
atemeasures to prevent stubble
burning in Punjab, Haryana and
Uttar Pradesh in thewakeof the
Covid-19 outbreak, the Delhi
High Court Thursday said the
Supreme Court has taken cog-
nizanceof thematter and itwas
for the Centre and states to “do
theirbit”now.
The division bench of Chief

Justice D N Patel and Justice
Prateek Jalan took note of the
pendency of thematter in the
apexcourtandtherecentSCor-
derof constitutingacommittee
of Justice (retd.)MadanB Lokur
inthematterpertainingtoissue
stubbleburninginneighbouring
states,anddisposedoftheappli-
cationpendingbefore it.
During the hearing,

Additional Solicitor General
Chetan Sharma pointed to a
news item about the effect of
Covid-19onpatients’ lungs and
saidhundreds of people are go-
ingbacktohospitalsduetostub-
bleburning.
Justice Jalan observed, “The

Supreme Court has taken cog-
nizance…nowyou all also per-
suade the Union to do what it
has todo.”

HC asks Google, FB to remove pics
of woman posted without consent
SOFIAHSAN
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER22

THE DELHI High Court has di-
rected Google and Facebook to
remove “objectionable” images
of awoman thatwas uploaded
bymultipleusersontheirsocial
media platforms without her
consent—includingbyaformer
schoolmate in Delhi who had
travelled to the UKwhere she
was studying and allegedly as-
saultedhera fewyearsago.
Thecourtalso ruled that it is

necessary for socialmedia sites
to take all effective measures
available to ensure that child
pornographic content is not
hostedontheirplatforms.Itsaid
thatpolicewill identifythosere-
uploadingtheoffensivecontent
in Indiaandtakeaction.
Thewoman,now24,hadap-

proached the High Court seek-
ingdirectionsforremovalof the
“objectionable photographs”
fromvariousplatforms.Theplat-
formshadallegedly failed to re-
movetheURLs,morethan50in
number, forwarded to them by
thewoman, she told thecourt.
In her plea, thewoman said

she had become “very close

friends”withaboyatherschool
in Delhi in 2012, when shewas
16yearsold. Thepleadescribed
their relationship as “abusive”
andstatedthathecompelledher
tosendintimatephotographsto
him, and later emotionally
blackmailedher.
She stated in the plea that

even after she ended the rela-
tionship,theaccusedcontinued
to pursue her, even visiting the
UK a few years ago, when he
landed at her residence and
physicallyassaultedher leading
toa localpolicecomplaint.
The plea stated that the ac-

cused pleaded guilty before a
Magistrate Court in the UK in
2017 andwas restrained from
contactingherbyanymeansand
barred from entering the city,

where she was living, for two
years.
In October-November 2019,

the plea stated, thewoman be-
came aware that the accused
hadpostedherpicturesonsocial
media platforms following
whichanFIRwasregisteredwith
CyberPolice inDelhi.
In July this year, Facebook,

which owns Instagram, and
Google, which owns YouTube,
told the court the URLs have
been removed, but the pictures
continued to surface on the
Internetthroughothermultiple
users. “This brought into sharp
focustheproblemofpreventing
circulation of identified objec-
tionable material on the plat-
forms operated on the net,”
JusticeVibhuBakhrusaid in the
order.
Observingthattheplatforms

wouldberequiredtotakedown
or remove unlawful content on
receiving information about it,
thecourtsaidthe issuealsowas
whether Instagram andGoogle
are required toensure that such
childpornographic(CP)material
isnothostedontheirplatforms.
Thecourt referred toSection20
of the POCSOAct andRule 11of
thePOCSORules, 2020.

“Given the statutory frame-
work, itwould be necessary for
theintermediariestotakeallef-
fective measures that may be
available with them to ensure
thattheCPcontentisnothosted
on their platforms. The respec-
tiveaffidavitsfiledby(Instagram
and Google) also indicate that
they are using Artificial
Intelligenceandothertoolstore-
move the offending content
fromtheirplatforms,” theorder
stated.
Observing that the “offend-

ingmaterial” relating to thepe-
titioner fallswithin thescopeof
sexually explicitmaterial relat-
ingtoachild,thecourtaskedpo-
liceagenciestoforwardthemto
the National Crime Records
Bureau(NCRB),thenodalagency
for the online cyber reporting
portal.
“TheNCRBshall alsouse the

protocols available in terms of
the Memorandum of
Understanding entered into
with NCMEC (National Centre
for Missing and Exploited
Children)orotherwise tonotify
the offendingmaterial in order
that the same can be actioned
and removed from other plat-
formsaswell,” theorder stated.

COURSE CORRECTION
Civildefencevolunteersencouragecommuterstoparticipate inthe ‘RedLightOn,GaadiOff’
campaignlaunchedbyDelhigovernmenttotackleairpollution,Thursday.AmitMehra

Woman, daughter held for assault
on Faridabad head constable

‘WE WANT PERMANENT SOLUTION TO THIS PROBLEM’

Docs of MCD-run Hindu Rao, Kasturba hospitals protest at Jantar Mantar

Thecourtalsoruled it is
necessaryforsocial
mediasites totakeall
effectivemeasures
availabletoensurethat
childpornographic
content isnothosted
ontheirplatforms

Over50doctorsprotestedat
at JantarMantarThursday.
AmitMehra
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DJBV-C
seeksPuri’s
interventionto
recoverdues
NewDelhi: DelhiJalBoard
(DJB) vice chairman
RaghavChadhaThursday
sought Union housing
and urban affairs minis-
ter Hardeep Singh Puri’s
intervention in recover-
ing dues worth over Rs
216 crore from Delhi
Development Authority
(DDA)andCentral Public
Works Department
(CPWD).ChadhatoldPuri
duringameetingthatthe
DJBisplanningtoexpand
operations and bring
technological advance-
ments and that releasing
dues owed to the DJB
would help in taking
thesesteps.

Defamation
case:Warrant
againstMishra
NewDelhi:ADelhi court
has issued bailablewar-
rants against BJP leader
KapilMishra for his non-
appearance before the
courtinadefamationcase
filed by AAPMLA Imran
Hussain. Accordingtothe
complaint, the accused
persons including BJP
MLAs Vijender Gupta,
Manjinder Singh Sirsa
claimedHussain had in-
dulged in corruption and
had given permission to
cuttreesinDelhiaftertak-
ing an amount of Rs 23
crore.

Gurgaon
collectsRs17L
inGRAPfines
Gurgaon: Inthefirstweek
since the Graded
Response Action Plan
(GRAP)cameintoforcein
Gurgaon, theMunicipal
CorporationofGurugram
(MCG)haspenalisedover
80 violators, collecting a
sum of more than Rs 17
lakh.Mostpenaltieshave
been imposed on those
indulginginactivitiesthat
leadtoflyingofdust,with
52peoplebeingcumula-
tively finedRs13 lakh.

Minor ‘raped’
byneighbour
NewDelhi:A16-year-old
girlwasallegedlyrapedby
her neighbour in
Southeast Delhi on
Thursday. The accused is
also suspected to bemi-
nor and his age is being
verified.Theaccusedand
the victim have known
each other for over three
years. Police said the ac-
cusedallegedlyrapedthe
girl near her house and
thrashedher.Thegirlsus-
tained injuries and was
admittedtoanearbyhos-
pital for treatment.

HCorderon
hoardings
NewDelhi:TheDelhiHigh
Court on Thursday held
that immovable struc-
tures erected to hold and
supporthoardingswould
qualify as ‘buildings’ and
wouldbeliabletobesub-
jectedtopropertytax.ENS

BRIEFLY

Two women
arrested for
pickpocketing

14-DAYAVERAGE
AQI UNTIL OCT22
Delhi 256

UP
Baghpat 305
Ghaziabad 272
GreaterNoida 277
Meerut 271
Muzaffarnagar 283

HARYANA
Ballabhgarh 261(12days)
Faridabad 273
Jind 272
Panipat 272
Gurgaon 242

RAJASTHAN
Bhiwadi 300

■200-300:Poor
■301-400:Verypoor

Source:CPCBdaily4pmavgAQI

Delhi AQI better than 10NCR towns: Data

SAKSHIDAYAL
GURGAON,OCTOBER22

TWODAYS after a head consta-
ble of Faridabad Police was al-
legedlystabbedandbeatenwith
rodsandsticksbyagroupofpeo-
ple while hewas on beat duty,
police have arrested a woman
andherdaughter for thecrime.
According topolice, the inci-

dent took place on Tuesday
evening, when head constable
ManojhadgonetoRajivColonyto

investigate a complaintmadeby
VedPrakash,aresidentofthearea.
“Hestoppedinfrontofashop

to ask for directions and, while
he was speaking to a person
standingontheroadside,hesaw
that a woman at the shopwas
openlyhandingabottleof illegal
liquor to a customer,” said Sube
Singh, PRO of Faridabad Police,
adding that the head constable
also saw thewoman’s two sons
illegally transferring gas from
largecylindersintosmallerones.
“The head constable man-

agedtoclicksomepicturesofall
this and alsomade a call to the
police station, but thewoman’s
daughter alerted the others to
this fact and screamed that he
hadtakentheirpictures,”hesaid.
Intheminutesthatfollowed,

police said “7 to 8men” rushed
tothespotandattackedthehead
constablewithaknife aswell as
sticks and iron rods, and seized
his phone. “Both women have
been sent to judicial remand for
14days.Probeisbeingconducted
tonabothers,” saidthePRO.

New Delhi: Two women pick-
pocketswerearrestedbypolice
for allegedly stealingRs50,000
froma62-year-oldmannearan
ATM booth in South Delhi’s
Tigri.
Policesaidtheaccused,Renu

(36) and Jyoti (34), hail from
MadhyaPradeshandtargeteld-
erlypeopleoutsideATMbooths
and banks. The victim is a resi-
dentof SangamVihar.
Police said theyare involved

in 5 other cases of theft and
snatching inDelhi.ENS

Employeesentitledto
businessclassairfare
willgetRs36,000,and
thoseentitledto
economyclassairfare
willgetRs20,000

New Delhi
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DIPANKARGHOSE
PATNA,OCTOBER22

THE JANATA Dal (United) on
Thursday also announced its
election manifesto in
Patna, separate fromits
alliance partner BJP,
with a focus on entre-
preneurshipandtechni-
cal education for the
youths of Bihar, and fi-
nancial assistance for
girls who graduate
school and college.
Called‘SaatNishchay2’,theman-
ifesto camewith a tagline that
read, “Poore hote vaade, ab hai
naye iraade.”
While the BJP manifesto

speaks of creating 19 lakh jobs,
andtheopposition’s10lakhgov-
ernment jobs pitch has been
generating attention, the JD(U)
manifesto does not put a num-
ber of job opportunities but fo-
cuses on issues like better tech-

nical education. Under “Yuva
Shakti” for instance, themani-
festosays,“Arrangementforbet-
ter technical educationwill be
donewhichwill help in better
jobopportunities...”

On the other big
constituent that JD(U)
has wooed over the
years, the party has
promised benefits for
women entrepreneurs.
“Forwomen,toincrease
entrepreneurship, a
special schemewill be

broughtwhereenterprises
setupby themwill get loansup
to5lakhupto50percent,andup
to5lakhinterestfeewaived,”the
manifestosays.
Thepartyhasalsoannounced

cashassistanceforunmarriedgirl
students. “To encourage higher
education, unmarriedwomen
whocrossthe‘inter’stagewillget
25,000 rupees and those who
graduate higher educationwill
receive50,000rupees.”

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
PATNA,OCTOBER22

SENIOR BJP leader and Bihar
Deputy Chief Minister Sushil
KumarModiThursdaysaidthat
he has tested positive for
Covid-19 and has been admit-
ted to AIIMS in Patna. The BJP
leader saidhe intends tohit the
campaign trail soon in poll-
boundBiharandallhisparame-
ters are “perfectlynormal”.
“Tested positive for

CORONA.Allparametersperfectly
normal.Started with mild
temp.No temp.for last 2
days.AdmittedtoAIIMSPatnafor
bettermonitoring.CTscanoflungs
normal.Willbebacksoonforcam-
paigning,”hetweeted.

Nearly35ofSushilModi’sstaff
havealsobeentestedforthecoro-
navirus and their reports are
awaited.
Thetweetcomesadaybefore

PM Narendra Modi enters the
sceneinthepoll-boundstatewith
back-to-back rallies in Sasaram,
Gaya and Bhagalpur districts.
BiharCMNitishKumar,whohad
shared the daiswith his deputy
four days ago in Bhojpur, tested
negativeandwillcampaignwith
PMModiinthethreedistricts.

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
PATNA,OCTOBER22

LJP PRESIDENT Chirag Paswan
ThursdaycautionedtheBJPthat
Bihar Chief Minister Nitish
Kumarmightdoavolte-faceand
re-alignwith Lalu Prasad’s RJD
which he had dumped a few
yearsago to return to theNDA.
Paswan also alleged that

Kumar, who heads the JD(U),
“conspired”tomaketheBJPfight
on less than157 seats, thenum-
ber it hadcontested in2015, and
pointedoutthatNitishhadagreed
to field his party’s candidates in
only101constituencieswhenhe
was contesting in alliancewith
Lalu,his“politicalguru”.
“Inthelastassemblypolls,re-

spected@NitishKumar became
theChiefMinisterwiththebless-
ings of respected@laluprasadrjd
whom he ditched and again
grabbedthechairwiththebless-
ings of the PrimeMinister”, he
tweeted. “Mayhenot again rush
towards@laluprasadrjd, seeking
refuge, after receiving the bless-
ingsof@narendramodi.”
Paswanhasvowedtoensure

the defeat of the JD(U), but has
beenswearingbyhis loyalty to-
wardsModiandtheBJP.

AMILBHATNAGAR&
MAULSHREESETH
BULANDSHAHR,LUCKNOW,
OCTOBER22

REMINDING PEOPLE of the
Muzaffarnagarriotsof2013inhis
first publicmeeting in the state
ahead of theAssembly by-elec-
tions,UttarPradeshChiefMinister
YogiAdityanathonThursdaysaid
in Bulandshahr that hehas kept
hispromiseofimprovinglawand
ordersituationinthestate,andno
onewillnowwilldaredisrespect
“our sisters and daughters of
westernUttarPradesh”.
Neitherwill therebearepeat

oftheexodusseeninKairanaand
Kandhla following the riots, nor
will youths such as Sachin and
Gaurav have to “sacrifice them-
selves”,hesaid.
SachinandGaurav’smurders

in August 2013 had allegedly
sparked the riots in
Muzaffarnagar.
Adityanath on Thursday ad-

dressedback-to-backpublicgath-
erings in Bulandshahr, Amroha,
andTundla, among the seats go-

ingtobypollsonNovember3.
Referring to Congress leader

Rahul Gandhiwithout naming
him,Adityanathslammedtheop-
positionparty for its outreach to
the family of Kerala journalist
SiddiqueKappan,who,alongwith
threeCampusFrontof India(CFI)
members,wasarrestedbyUPpo-
lice onway tomeet theHathras
victim’s family and has been
booked under UAPA. Kappan's
wife had met Rahul on
Wednesdaytohandoveramem-
orandumseeking justice for her
husband.
Adityanath said: “Youmust

haveseenthatyesterday,aformer
Congresschiefwenttomeetthose
associatedwith PFI, which has
been consistentwith its role in
flaring tension. The Congress is
sympathetictowardssuchpeople.
Even the Samajwadi Party and
otherpartiesaresympathetic to-
wardssuchpeople–thesepeople
wanttodividethecountryonthe
basis of language, caste and reli-
gion,whilewebelieve in ‘Sabka
SathSabkaVikas’.”

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

SHAJUPHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
OCTOBER22

A WEEK after it parted ways
with the Congress-led United
Democratic Front as a fallout of
an intra-partypowerstruggle, a
faction of the Kerala Congress
(M) led by Jose KManiwas for-
mally inducted into the ruling
Left Democratic Front on
Thursday.
Jose KMani is a Rajya Sabha

memberandhadbeenengaged
in a party feudwith rival leader
P J Joseph after the death of
KC(M)veteranKMManiin2019.
The red carpet entry of the

Mani-led factionof the regional
Christianparty,whichhas sway
in central Kerala, demonstrates
thehighstakesrulingCPI(M)has
in theupcomingelections to lo-
cal bodies this year and
Assembly elections next year. It
may be recalled that Indian
NationalLeague(INL),asplinter
group of Congress ally Indian
UnionMuslimLeague,couldbe-
comeanLDFallyonlyin2018af-
terwaiting outside the political

front for24years.
AfterameetingoftheLDF,its

convenerAVijayaraghavan told
themediathatthefaction’sentry
into the LDF is a historical deci-
sion in the state’s politics. “This
wouldweakenUDF.Theaccept-
anceofLDFamongvoterswould
go up. Activists from other par-
tieswouldalsomovetoLDF.The
decision has heightened the
prospectsofLDFretainingpower
inthenextAssemblyelections.”
Vijayaraghavan said Jose is

joiningtheLDFunconditionally.
“All LDF constituents, including
NCP, have supported Jose fac-
tion’sentryintotheLDF.Thede-
cisionwouldhelpLDFmakema-
jor gains in the coming civic
bodyelections,”hesaid.
TheLDFhasnot initiatedthe

seat-sharing exercise as it may
triggerfreshtroublesforthepo-
litical front.

DIPANKARGHOSE
PATNA,OCTOBER22

EVEN AS the Opposition has
raisedthepitchinBiharoverun-
employment, with Chief
Ministerial candidate Tejashwi
Yadavpromising10lakhgovern-
ment jobs in the first cabinet
meeting if thealliancecomes to
power, the BJP manifesto also
kept the focus on the issue,
promising19 lakh jobsover five
years. At least four points of an
11-point ‘sankalppatra’heldthe
promise of job creation across
sectors such as farming, educa-
tion, andhealth.
Themanifesto also says that

it will take advantage of the
booming IT business in India,
anddevelopBiharasan IThub.

A large chunk—10 lakh—of
the 19 lakh job opportunity
promisecomesfromthepromise
of developing farmer producer
organisationsupplychains.
Inthefarmingsector, theBJP

has also promised acquiring
pulses, apart from paddy and
wheat, onMSP.
The BJP has promised a big

micro-financing push for
women.“ThroughtheNDAgov-
ernment 1.2 crorewomenhave
had light enter their lives from
10lakhself-helpgroups. It isour
commitmentthatthroughthese
groupsandmicro-finance insti-
tutionsand50,000croremicro-
finance, we will make 1 crore
newwomen self-dependent,”
themanifestosays.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
PATNA,OCTOBER22

WITHLESSthanaweektogofor
thefirstphaseofpollinginBihar,
police in Patna claimed to have
arrestedamanaftertheIncome-
TaxDepartmentseizedRs8lakh
fromavehicleonthepremisesof
thestateCongressheadquarters
onThursday.
Congress in-charge of Bihar

ShaktisinhGohildeniedtherewas
an I-T raid on the party office.
“Somebodywas caught on the
road leading to theofficewithRs
2lakh.Therewerethreeotherper-
sons carrying Rs 2 lakh each...
AnyonecancometotheCongress
office.Wedon’t knowanything

aboutit,”hetoldTheIndianExpress.
GohilsaidtheI-TDepartment

had asked for details of the
moneygiventocandidatesofthe
Congress, and that the party
wouldsupplythat information.
“The I-T Department has

asked us to furnish howmuch
moneywe are giving to each of
our candidates. We are in the

middle of preparing for Rahul
Gandhi’srallyonFriday.Wehave
assuredthe I-TDepartment that
wewillprovidetheinformation.
Wehavenothingtohide.”
Gohilallegedthatwithdefeat

staring it in the face, theBJPwas
“frustrated”. “Theyhavedenied
permission for Rahul Gandhi’s
choppertolandinPurneawhereas
there areno such restrictionson
thePrimeMinister, BJPpresident
J PNaddaorRajnath Singh. This
showstheirfrustration,”hesaid.
TheRJDpostedonTwitter in

Hindi: “Papers are getting de-
stroyedinafireinthesecretariat.
Income-Tax has started raiding
Opposition parties. Are you un-
derstanding? This is what ac-
ceptingdefeat looks like.”

NDACONSTITUENTSRELEASEMANIFESTOES

BJP promises 19 lakh jobs
in farm, education, health

For JD(U), focus on technical
education, financial aid for girls
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Kept promises; no
more riots, exodus:
Adityanath at rally

YogiAdityanathatarally inBulandshahrThursday.Atrallies
aheadof theNov3bypolls,hesaid thatnoone willdareto
disrespect ‘daughtersandsistersofwesternUP’.GajendraYadav

Willbeback
soon:Bihar
DeputyCM

Sushil Modi tests positive,
admitted to AIIMS Patna

TAMILNADU:CMEdappadi
KPalaniswami’sannounced
freevaccine just seven
monthsbeforestatepolls

MAHARASHTRA:While
stressingthathewasn’t
againsta freevaccine,Health
MinisterRajeshTopesaidno
oneshould“politicise the
pandemicsituation”

DELHI:TherulingAAPsaidit

“isquiteunfortunatethatthe
rulingpartyattheCentre”
haschosentomakeit“a
politicalcampaignissue”

MADHYAPRADESH:CM
ShivrajSinghChouhan
announcedthatallpeopleof
thestatewillbegivenfree
vaccineonce it isavailable

CHHATTISGARH:Congress
governmentsaidtheCentre

hasnotdiscussedsupplyand
distributionanditwasnot
correct toassurethevaccine
foraparticularstate

KARNATAKA:The
governmenthasscheduleda
meeting inthe lastweekof
October todiscussmeasures
relatedtovaccine,Health
MinisterDrKSudhakarsaid

UTTARAKHAND:Minister

MadanKaushiksaid, “A
meetingwillbeheldsoonto
takeadecisiononthis”

TELANGANA:Health
MinisterEtelaRajendersaid
takeadecisionwillbetaken
afterCentreannouncesdate
of launchofvaccine

ODISHA:HealthMinister
NabaKishoreDassaid
consultationswillbeheld

SOMEQUESTIONVACCINE 'POLITICS', OTHERS FOLLOWSUIT
FollowingtheBJP’spromiseof freeCovid-19vaccinationinBihar,TamilNaduandMadhyaPradeshswiftlyannounced

thesamefortheirresidents.Butsome, includingtheDelhiandMaharashtragovernments,questionedthe
“politicisation”ofvaccinedistribution, justdaysbeforepolls inBihar.Alookatwhatstategovernmentssaid:

DELHICONFIDENTIAL

RALLYINGWITHINNORMS
PRIMEMINISTERNarendraModi'smessageofcautionduring
the festive season seems tohavepouredwater over theBJP's
grandrallyplansinpoll-boundBihar.Withthemassivecrowd
inTejashwiYadav's ralliesbecominga talkingpoint, theNDA
had taken permission for huge rallies in Sasaram, Gaya and
BhagalpuronFriday.However,followingthePrimeMinister's
message to the nation on Tuesday, reminding people about
theneedforphysicaldistancingandotherCovid-relatedpro-
tocols, theorganisershadto issuenewguidelines.Thecrowd
strength has nowbeen reduced to 5,000-6,000 and people
willnotbeallowedtostandatthevenues.ThecentralBJP, it is
learnt,hasgivenstrict instructionsthat largecrowdswithout
physicaldistancingwould“annoy”thePrimeMinister.

HEAT ON COOLING OFF
FORMERBIHARDGPGupteshwarPandeyhad causeda flut-
teramonthagowithhisdecisiontoleavetheIPSandjointhe
JD(U) justbeforetheAssemblyelections.Althoughthemove
didnotworkout forPandey, ashedidnotget a ticket to con-
testelections,theElectionCommissionislearnttohavetaken
note of the development. The poll watchdogmay revive its
proposaloncoolingoff period forcivil servantskeenonjoin-
ingpolitics.Thisproposalwas firstmadebytheCommission
in2012,butitdidnotevokeapositiveresponsefromthegov-
ernmentthen.Atthattime,theECwantedatwo-yearcooling
off period. It's likely that thepollpanelmaywrite to thegov-
ernmentagainonthe issue.

BUSY CANVASSING
WHEN THE Congress released itsmanifesto for Bihar elec-
tionsonWednesday,theparty'sstateunitchief,MadanMohan
Jha,wasmissing.AlsoabsentwasCLPleaderSadanandSingh.
ItturnedoutthatJha,whoiscontestingtheMLCelectionfrom
Darbhangateachers'constituency,forwhichvotingtookplace
on Thursday, was busy in some last-minute canvassing of
votes. Singh's sonShubhanandMukesh is theCongress can-
didate fromhis seat,Kahalgaon, andhewasbusycampaign-
ing there. Singh is not contesting this timeand thepartyhas
fieldedhis son.

NewDelhi: BiharMLC elections
tofourgraduateandfourteacher
constituencies registered an in-
creasedvoter turnout Thursday
from 56.33 per cent in 2014 to
60.58 per cent, the Election
Commission said after polling
wasover.
Total number of electors in

thegraduate’sconstituencywas
4.06 lakhand the teacher’s con-
stituencywas40,631.
Thursday turnout is signif-

icant given that there have
beenapprehensions about the
pandemic affecting the
turnout for the upcoming
Assembly elections. Bihar’s
first phase of voting will take
place on October 28. ENS

I-T seizes Rs 8 lakh outside Cong
office, party says knows nothing

I-Tofficials inPatna. PTI

Bihar MLC
elections see
surge in turnout

JoseKMani

LJPchief
Chirag
Paswan

Ahead of civic polls,
KC(M) faction formally
inducted into LDF

Nitish may do another
volte face: Chirag to BJP

New Delhi
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IZ A³fbÀffS Af¸fÔdÂf°f dI ¹ff þf°ff W`Ü
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IYfSX´fûSXZVf³f d»f. ¸fbSXfQf¶ffQ kSf¿MÑ dW°f
¸fZÔ d¶fþ»fe ¶f¨ff¹fZÔl ´fÂffaI : 1075 dQ.
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NAVEEDIQBAL
SRINAGAR,OCTOBER22

LEADERS OF the seven-party
People’s Alliance for theGupkar
Declaration in Jammu and
Kashmir areworking to give the
groupaformalstructureaheadof
their “constitutional battle” for
restoring to people “the rights
they had before 5th of August
2019”.
Thealliancewilllikelyhavean

executivecouncilconsistingofthe
chairperson, a vice-chairperson,
generalsecretaries,achiefcoordi-
nator, a chief spokesperson,
spokespersons from individual
parties,andanoffice-bearerfrom
eachparty.
SeveralsourcestoldTheIndian

Expressthatthereisbroadconsen-
susthatNationalConference(NC)
president FarooqAbdullah, the
mostseniorleaderinJammuand
Kashmir,shouldheadthealliance
structure, and People's
Democratic Party (PDP) chief
MehboobaMufti and People's
Conference leader Sajad Lone

shouldhave important roles.NC
vice-president Omar Abdullah
willlikelybepartofthecoregroup
of thealliance.
At the firstmeetingof the al-

liance onOctober 15, leaders of
theNC,PDP,People’sConference,
CPI(M), and Awami National
Conferencereiteratedtheircom-
mitment to the Gupkar
DeclarationofAugust4,2019,and
discussed giving their grouping
formal shape. TheCongress and

CPIwerenotpresent,buthaveex-
tended their support to the al-
liance.
Themeetingwasattendedby

Farooq and Omar Abdullah,
MehboobaMufti,SajadLone,MY
TarigamiofCPI(M),andMuzaffar
Shah of the ANC among other
mainstreamleaders.Themeeting
resolvedtoseektherestorationof
the special status of J&Kas it ex-
isted before the constitutional
changesofAugust5lastyeartook

effect,andtheerstwhilestatewas
split intotwoUnionTerritories.
Acharterthatwillserveasavi-

siondocument for thealliance is
also in themaking, forwhich all
partieshavebeenaskedtosubmit
theirinputs.
“The previous meetings

wheredifferentparties came to-
gether were in the absence of
Mehboobaji,soassoonasherde-
tention was revoked (late on
October13evening),weallcame
together. However,what shape
thealliancetakeswillbedeliber-
atedinthenextmeeting,”theNC
MP from Anantnag, Hasnain
Masoodi,toldTheIndianExpress.
The CPI(M)’s Tarigami said

“discussion are takingplace and
details of howthe alliance fights
the constitutional changes of
August 5will be thrashedout in
thenextmeeting”.
Thealliancewill likelyhavea

commonheadquarters for its of-
fice-bearers.OnAugust4lastyear,
the signatories to the Gupkar
Declaration– sonamedbecause
they met at the residence of
FarooqAbdullahatGupkarRoad
in Srinagar – had vowed to “de-
fendidentity,autonomyandspe-
cialstatus”of J&K.

MehboobaMufti, FarooqAbdullahandOmarAbdullahat
theall-partymeetingonOctober15.ANI file

THEMOVEtowardsput-
tinginplaceaformal
structureinthePeople's
Allianceofregionalparties
inJammuandKashmir
marksasteptowards
buildingaplatformto
mountapoliticalchal-
lengeagainsttheconstitu-
tionalchangesofAugust5,
2019.Howeverthebiggest
challengebeforethepolit-
icalpartiesinthenewal-
liancewouldbetoreacha
consensusontheirjoint
strategy.Thetwobiggest
partiesinthealliancehad
alwaysbeenpoliticalri-
valsintheerstwhilestate
of JammuandKashmir.

Afirststep;
challenges
lieaheadE●EX

PL
AI
NE
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Kashmir partieswork to give alliance
formal shape, Farooq could be head

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
SRINAGAR,OCTOBER22

ELECTIONS TO the Leh
AutonomousHillDevelopment
Council (LAHDC) recorded just
over 65 per cent voting in its
first poll since the Union terri-
tory of Ladakh was carved out
of theerstwhilestateof Jammu
and Kashmir. The elections
were conducted amid tensions
with China in the Ladakh
region.
Of the 30 seats in the

LAHDC, 26 members are di-
rectly elected while four are
nominated.Therewere94can-
didates, including26eachfrom
the BJP and Congress, 19 from
the AAP and 23 independents.
The AAP is contesting polls in
Ladakh for the first time.
Constituted in accordance

with the Ladakh Autonomous
Hill Development Council Act,
1995, thiswasthesixthelection

to the council. A public holiday
was declared within the Leh
district to facilitate voting, re-
sults forwhichwill bedeclared
onOctober 26.
Leh Deputy Commissioner

Sachin Kumar told The Indian
Expressthatthepollingprocess
was conducted smoothly in all
294 polling booths of the
district.
Thehighest voting—83per

cent — was witnessed in the
Sku-Markhaareawithonly719
registered voters, and the low-
est voting percentage was
recordedinlowerLehwhere48
per cent of over 11,000 voters
cast their ballot. The Ladakh
Parliamentary constituency is
currently represented by BJP
MP Jamyang Tsering Namgyal.
In the last council, BJP held a
majority with 18 councillors
representing the party, while
the Congress held five and two
seats were represented by the
National Conference.

65% voting in Leh
hill development
council elections

2+2DIALOGUE

SHUBHAJITROY
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER22

USSECRETARYof StateMichael
R Pompeo and Secretary of
DefenseMarkTEsperwilljointly
callonPrimeMinisterNarendra
Modi during their visit to India
onOctober26and27.
Theywill also have separate

bilateralmeetingswithExternal
AffairsministerSJaishankarand
DefenceministerRajnathSingh,
apart fromholding the Indo-US
2+2ministerialdialogue.
“The 3rd India-US 2+2

MinisterialDialoguewillentaila
comprehensive discussion on
cross cutting bilateral issues of
mutualinterest.Inaddition,both
sideswillalsoexchangeviewson

salient regional and global is-
sues,” MEA spokesperson
AnuragSrivastavasaidThursday.
He said the discussions in

the previous two dialogues—
heldinNewDelhi inSeptember
2018 and Washington DC in
December2019—haveenabled
bothsidestoprogress thebilat-
eral relationship and
strengthen the institutional
framework for cooperation
across all sectors.
“India and US have a com-

prehensiveglobalstrategicpart-
nershipwhichincludespolitical,
securityanddefence,economic,
commercial, technology and

people to people contacts. We
haveregulardialogueforvarious
levels to discuss ongoing bilat-
eralcooperationandtoexchange
views on developments in the
region,” thespokespersonsaid.
Inhis secondAsia trip in less

thanamonth, Pompeowill also
visit Maldives, Sri Lanka and
Indonesia.
“Looking forward tomy up-

coming trip to India, Sri Lanka,
Maldives,andIndonesia,forpro-
ductive conversationswith our
friendsandpartners,andtheUS-
India 2+2Ministerial Dialogue
with Defence Secretary Mark
Esper and our Indian counter-
parts,”Pompeotoldreportersat
a news conference in
WashingtonDConWednesday.
Each stop, he said, will include
discussionsona“broadrangeof
bilateral topics”.
Discussionswillalsoinclude

howtheycancooperatetomain-
tain a “free and open Indo-
Pacific”, he said. “I'm sure my
meetings will also include dis-
cussionsonhowfreenationscan
work together to thwart threats
posed by the Chinese
CommunistParty.”

PollingofficialsduringtheLadakhAutonomousHill
DevelopmentCouncilelections, inLehonThursday.PTI

Pompeo, Esper to meet Modi
during India visit next week

PMNarendraModi

Ajit Pawar
unwell,
doctors
advise rest

ARUNSHARMA
JAMMU,OCTOBER22

THE J&K government has
amended Article 226 (2) of the
Jammu and Kashmir Civil
Service Regulations for a provi-
sion to retire at any time any
governmentservantinthepub-
lic interest after he has com-
pleted22years of service or at-
tained48yearsof age.
To identifydeadwoodin the

administration,anotificationis-
suedbythegovernmenthasalso
provided a time schedule, say-
ing an exercise to review per-
formance will be initiated for
each government servant after

completion of 22 years of serv-
ice or attaining 48 years of age
and any time subsequently as
mayberequired.
The changes follow direc-

tions from Lt Governor Manoj
Sinha, sourcessaid, addingthat
this has been done as earlier
provisions empowering the
government toprematurely re-
tireanemployeeonthebasisof
non-performance, misbehav-
iour and bad conduct were
“very vague”. As a result, all
thosewhowereretiredprema-
turelymanaged to rejoin serv-
ice followingcourtorders, they
added. Following the amend-
ment, the UT service regula-
tionshavenowbeenbroughtat

par with those followed at the
Centre, they said.
The appropriate authority

will now have to give either
three months prior notice or
threemonthsofallowancetore-
tireanyemployee,accordingtoa
notification issued by Financial
Commissioner Dr Arun Kumar
Mehta.
Itclarifiedthattheorderwill

notbeapplicabletothosework-
ing on posts included in
Schedule II of theseRules.
The Administrative

Department has tomaintain a
register of staff who are due to
attain 48 years age or complete
22years of service, thenotifica-
tion said, adding the register

should be scrutinised at the be-
ginning of every year by nomi-
nated officers and review the
performanceof employees.
To ensure a review, the

amendedregulationsprovidefor
the formation of an internal
committee in each department
comprising the administrative
secretary,concernedheadofde-
partment, and two senior offi-
cers tobenominatedby thead-
ministrative secretary.
The broad criteria to be fol-

lowedbythereviewcommittee
while reviewing the perform-
ance of employees should be
their fitness/competence and
their utility for the purpose for
which theyareemployed.

SSAALLUUTTEE TTHHEE SSOOLLDDIIEERR
MAJORSAJJAN SINGHGAHLAWAT, SC

9 MADRAS (TRAVANCORE)
All ranks of TRAVANCORE TERRORS
pay homage to Major SS Gahlawat, SC
who made the supreme sacrifice while
fighting terrorists in Surankote (J&K) on
this day in 1997. We salute his brave
deeds on the 23th Anniversary of his
martyrdom. You will always remain a
source of inspiration for all of us.
Commanding Officer & All Ranks
9 MADRAS (TRAVANCORE)

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR
TOMO RIBA INSTITUTE OF HEALTH & MEDICAL SCIENCES (TRIHMS)
(SOCIETY UNDER THE GOVERNMENT OF ARUNACHAL PRADESH)

Naharlagun - 791110: Arunachal Pradesh
Phone: 0360-2350331 FAX: 0360-2350791 Email: trihmsap@gmail.com

Roll Advt. No. TRIHMS-67/2017(Vol-II) Dated Naharlagun the 14th Oct, 2020
Interview will be held in the office of the Director (TRIHMS), Naharlagun on 19th & 20th November, 2020 at 10:00 hours onwards
for recruitment of the following posts.
I. Dean-cum-Principal - 1 (one) post.
II. Faculty and SR/JR:

III. Pay scale

1. Eligibility criteria as per NMC norms.
2. All interested candidates need to send the CV and copies of relevant documents to trihmsap@gmail.com or hard copies of

application alongwith documents may be submitted to the OSD (HR) TRIHMS on or before 16th November,2020.
3. All candidates have to bring their original documents and a set of extra copies of the same at the time of the interview.
4. Any variation in the number of vacancy, if any shall be notified in the institute's website latest by 16/ 11/ 2020
For further details please visit www.trihms.org or contact Dr. B.V.S Murthy, OSD (HR) at Mobile No. 9612484018. Email ID:
trihmsap@gmail.com

Sd/- (Dr. Moji Jini)
ARN/13538-39 Director (TRIHMS)

SI. No. Department No. of posts
Professor Associate

Professor
Assistant
Professor

Senior
Resident

Junior
Resident

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7)
1 General Medicine 1 2 - - -
2 Orthopaedics 1 - - - -
3 Anaesthesiology 1 2 - - -
4 Paediatrics 1 - - - -
5 Pathology - 1 - - -
6 Psychiatry - 1 - - -
7 Dermatology - 1 - - -
8 Dentistry - 1 - - -
9 Obst & Gynae - 1 - - -

10 Physiology - - 1 - -
11 Community Medicine - - 1 - -
12 Chest & Respiratory - - - 1 1
13 Radio-diagnosis - - - 1 -

Total 4 9 2 2 1

(i) Dean : Rs. 1,44,200- 2,18,200 (EP level-14) plus special pay of Rs.
5000

+ NPA per month and other
allowances as admissible +
free furnished accommoda-

tion

(ii) Professor : (a) Rs. 1,44,200- 2,18,200 (EP level-14) for appointment on
regular basis
(b) Consolidated pay of Rs. 2,50,000/- (Rupees two lakh fifty

thousand) only for appointment on contract basis in respect
of persons who are above 65 years

(iii)Associate Professor : Rs. 1,23,100- 2,14,100 (EP- level-13)
(iv)Assistant Professor : Rs. 78,800- 2,09,200 (EP level-12) + NPA per month and other

allowances
(v) Senior Resident : Rs. 91,000/- per month fixed and 5% increment in subsequent

year and other allowances

(vi)Junior Resident Rs. 79,180/- fixed.
* (Non medical faculty - No NPA)

J&K govt employees can now be retired
after 22 years of service, 48 years of age

NITI Aayog panel for reforms
in urban planning education

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER22

APANELconstitutedbytheNITI
AayogThursdaywilllookintoin-
troducing reforms in the urban
planningeducationsystem.
The 14-member advisory

committee,headedbyNITIAayog
Vice-ChairmanRajivKumar,will
review theurbanplanning edu-
cationsysteminIndiaandexam-
ine the availability, demand and
supply of qualified urban plan-

ners inthecountry.
NITI Aayog CEO Amitabh

Kant and secretaries of three
ministries—Housing andUrban
Affairs, Higher Education and
Panchayati Raj—are among the
membersof thecommittee.
Anorder said the committee

will “review the current urban
planning education system in
Indiaintermsofmulti-disciplinar-
ity, curriculumandrelated issues
atgraduateandpostgraduatelev-
elsinthecontextofthechallenges
posedbyrapidurbanization...”

EXPRESSNEWS
SERVICE
PUNE,OCTOBER22

MAHARASHTRADE-
PUTY ChiefMinister
Ajit Pawar, who has
been unwell since a
few days, has been
advised rest by doc-
tors. While he has
tested negative for
Covid-19, hewill re-
main in home quar-
antine as a precau-
tionarymeasure,said
familymembers.
The Deputy CM

will attend official
meetings, including
those of the state
cabinet, via video-
conferencing for the
next fewdays.
Pawar, who re-

centlyvisitedrain-af-
fected areas in Pune
andSolapurdistricts,
had complained of
weakness. He con-
sulted doctors at a
Mumbai-based su-
per-specialty hospi-
tal, said sources.

New Delhi
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●KEYPLAYERS

ASHOKCHOUDHARY
FACEOFCONG,TO
ITSLOSSOFFACE

LEFTROLEINPOLLMATHS

●WHO’SWHERETODAY
NARENDRAMODIINGAYA,
BHAGALPUR;RAHULGANDHI
INHISUA,KAHALGAON;
MAYAWATIINBHABUA

FORMORELOGONTO
INDIANEXPRESS.COM/ELECTIONS

RITUJAISWAL
Rashtriya JanataDal, Parihar (Sitamarhi)

TOTALASSETS
` 2.26 CRORE (with spouse)

*Contesting assembly polls for the first time

MOVABLE ASSETS

`19.01 LAKH
AAsssseettss 22001155 22002200

Cash inhand - 3.14lakh

Bankbalance - 7.83lakh

Jewellery - 20.8lakh

Vehicle - 10lakh

Other - 3.6 lakh

TOTAL - 45.64lakh

IMMOVABLEASSETS

` 1.8 CRORE
AAsssseettss 22001155 22002200

Agri land - 50.25lakh

Non-Agri land - 28.5 lakh

Residential - 82lakh

Other - 20lakh

Total - 1.8 cr
LIABILITIESNIL

CRIMINALCASESNocases pending

I Hereby Declare

P O L I T I C SH A S H T A G

“Pehle do-crore rozgar de dete, toh 19 lakh
ka jumla nahin dena padhta (Had you
kept your promise of providing 2 crore
annual jobs earlier, there wouldn’t have
been any need for a fresh promise of
19 lakh jobs.”)

●@INCBihar tweeted

907LIKES,314RETWEETSIN8HOURS

22.3KLIKES,3.5KRETWEETSIN1HOUR

PM @narendramodi tweeted: “Will have the opportunity to be amidst brothers
and sisters of Bihar tomorrow. Will address rallies in Sasaram, Gaya and Bhagalpur.
Will present the NDA’s development agenda and seek the public’s blessings for
the alliance.”

●PMModi ahead of arrival in Bihar

AVISHEKGDASTIDAR
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER22

EVENAStheOppositioninBihartriestomake
theplightofmigrantworkersanelection is-
sue, outflow from the state is continuing—
most‘clone’trains,whichtheRailwaysisrun-
ningtocleartherushoncrowdedroutes,are
fromBihartobigcities inotherstates.
The concept of clone trainswas okayed

latelastmonth,replicatingservicesthathave
alongwaitinglist.
Sincethen,accordingtoRailwaysofficials,

originatingstationsinBihar,suchasDanapur,
Patna,Muzaffarpur, Katihar, Rajgir, Jaynagar,
Chhapra,DarbhangaandSaharsa,areamong
thosethrowingupthehighestdemand,todes-
tinationslikeSurat,Delhi,Ahmedabad,Amrit-
sar,BengaluruandSecunderabad.Clonetrains
to these destinations are runningwith104-
134percentoccupancy,asperdatareviewed
byTheIndianExpress.Onthesameroutes,they
arereturningwithmuchloweroccupancy.
“Itwasinitiallythoughtthatmigrantswho

havereturnedtotheirvillageswouldprobab-
lystayputtillChhath.Butdatashowthatisnot
thecase,”saidaseniorRailwayMinistryofficial.

Out of the 40 clone trains running so far,
around24areon these routes. In addition to
this,thefestivespecialservicespostNovember
15fromBihararealsobookedout.
“Fortyspecialtrainshavebeenintroduced

asclonesof trainswith longwaitlists.Theav-

erage occupancy of these trains in the past
seven days is around 85 per cent,” said a
Railwayspokesman.
The approximately 16 other clone trains

areonroutesbetweenDelhiandVaranasi,Goa,
LucknowandBengaluru.Notablyabsentfrom
the list so far are clones betweenGorakhpur
andMumbai andPune—a route that sawa
hugenumberofShramikSpecialsbringingin
strandedmigrantsduringthelockdown.Even
fromBihar, the list has no train connecting
Maharashtrasofar.
Theclonetrainsaremostlymadeof12air-

conditionedthree-tierandfournon-ACsleeper
coaches.Bydesign,theyarefasterthanthereg-
ulartrainstheyarecloningandrunwithfewer
stoppages. In fact, theyrunaheadof the train
theyclone.ThesearemostlyHumsafarExpress
rakes, premium innaturewith amarginally
higher ticket cost. Bookings canbemade10
daysinadvance.
Post the lockdown,Railwayshasbeenre-

sumingservices inacalibratedmanner.Asof
now, 668 trains have returned to tracks on
routes with traditionally heavy demand.
Additionally, 412 festival special trains have
beenintroducedtorunforafewdaysaround
DiwaliandChhath.

BIHAR:HIGHEREDUCATION

SANTOSHSINGH
DINARA,OCTOBER22

IT’SANunusual situation forRajendraSingh.
AnRSSworker forthepast37years,heis this
timecontestingonanLJPticket—thebiggest
amongtheeightBJP leadersdoingso.The54-
year-old crossed over after theDinara con-
stituencywenttotheJD(U)’ssittingMLAand
Science andTechnologyMinister JayKumar
SinghintheNDAseat-sharing.
Considered themanbehindtheBJP’svic-

toryinJharkhandinthe2014LokSabhapolls,
RajendraSinghwaseventoutedastheparty’s
chiefministerialfaceforBiharinthe2015elec-
tions.Whilethathopehadendedashelostthe
pollsfromDinara,hehadstillgotover62,000
votesandwasmadethestatevice-president.
However, in thewake of the LJP’s last-

minutedecisiontoleavetheNDAinBihar,and
its fulsomepraise for theBJP since, the lines
areblurred.OneoftherecentpostsonSingh’s
Facebook was an advice by a supporter:
“Lojapa Bhajpa ekke huawe, jhansamein na
aaiyah,abkiRajendraBhaiyake
jitaiyah (LJP and BJP are the
same, don’t get confused
aboutit.Thistime,ensurevic-
toryofRajendraSingh).”
Singh’s campaignmes-

sage is a variation of the
BJP’s poll line in the Lok
Sabha elections inWest
Bengal lastyear,where its
silent surge had taken the
TrinamoolCongressbysurprise
—“Chupchaapbunglachhaap(quietly,votefor
thehouse,theLJPsymbol)”,Singh’spitchgoes.
The leader says BJP andRSSworkers are

supportinghim“ontheirown”. “It isbecause
of our long association... It is verydifficult to
shedthepartyyouhavegrownupwith.”
BelongingtoGauravillageinRohtas,Singh

was known to be a quiet, largely backroom
leaderof theRSStillhewasmadetheorgani-
sation sectretary of the Jharkhand BJP and
cametobeknownasAmitShah’sman.
Learningalessonfromthe2015loss,when

notmany knewhim inDinara, Singh is this
timegoingdoortodoor,“irrespectiveofcaste”.
HerefrainsfromattackinghisJD(U)rival.
WhiletheRajputvotesmightgetsplitbe-

tweenSinghandJayKumaroftheJD(U),Singh
is expected to get the substantial non-Yadav
OBC, EBC and Scheduled Caste including
Paswan vote. One such villagewith a large
numberofthelatterisKhairihi.Ifitscemented
roads stand out, so do the open drains that
criss-crossthem.ChiefMinisterNitishKumar’s

much-toutedSaatNischay(SevenResolutions)
include ‘GaliNali (drains in lanes)’ and ‘Nal Jal
(waterintaps)’.
Asfour-wheelersstruggletonegotiatethe

drains, Neeraj Shah says Saat Nischay are
worthless. “Where is thewater in the taps?
Thisschemeisadenofcorruption.”Shahisun-
employed, likemanyyouth inKhairihi.Most
villagersareshare-croppersormigrantwork-
ers.Some130peoplereturnedduringthelock-
downbutnonestayedbacktocasttheirvote.
SaysNarendra Pathak, “Why shouldwe

vote for Jay Kumar, who barely visits us?...
Rajendra Singh shares our joys and sorrows.
HealsohelpedtreatmentofCovidpatients.”
Yes,theysawelectricity,roadsunderNitish,

admitsAmitaBachchan,butadds,“Howmany
yearsshouldwegivetoNitishKumarforjobs,
qualityofeducation,addressingcorruptionin
PDS?Evenundermid-daymeals,achildgets
4kgriceinplaceof8kg...cutsgotothetop.”
His fatherhadhighhopesofhim,naming

him ‘AmitabhBachchan’ after themega star.
However, at school they registered him
wronglyas ‘Amita’, andnowfatehas lefthim
withoutajobdespitegraduation,hesays.

This is why RJD leader Tejashwi
Yadav’spromiseof10
lakh jobs is so at-
tractive,villagers
say.
At the village

schoolinKund,there
is enthusiasm for

Tejashwi’s promise of pay
parity forover4.5 lakh“Niyojit
(contract)”teachers.

Saysa teacher,whorefused tobenamed,
“NitishsaidintheAssemblythatwecannotbe
given equal pay for equalwork.We tell him
standingonthisschoolpremisesthatwewon’t
voteforhim...Hewillpayforhisarrogance.”
The RJDDinara candidate, Vijay Kumar

Mandal, an old partyworker known in the
area, isbankingonYadavvillageslikePipra.
Sporting a scarf with photos of the RJD

symbol, RakeshSinghYadav, a student, says,
“ItseemsTejashwiwillbecomeCMthistime).”
JD(U) candidate JayKumar’s best hope is

areaswithRajputs,OBCKushwahasandsome
EBCbelts. He tells voters, “Recallwhat Bihar
had15yearsago.Therewerenoroads,noelec-
tricity.”Hedoesn’tmentionRajendraSingh.
SundaramKumar,associatedwiththeBJP’s

farmercellinRohtas,saysthereisnocontradic-
tion in them supporting Singh against ally
JD(U). "Our ideologueDeendayalUpadhyaya
oncesaidifthepartydoesnotfieldagoodcan-
didate, it is the jobofworkerstorectify it.We
aredoingpreciselythat."

DINARA

WALIAHMAD
KISHANGANJ,OCTOBER22

SHAFEEAhmadisnostalgic, reminiscinghis
daysatInsanSchoolinKishanganj.Founded
in1966byeducationistandPadmaShriSyed
Hassan, the school attracted students from
Bihar and Uttar Pradesh. “Syed Bhai chose
Kishanganj becausehewanted to bring the
Muslimcommunityoutofeducationalback-
wardness,”saysAhmad,50.Morethanhalf-
a-century later, the institution is not even a
shadowof itspast.“Apartfromfundcrunch,
thereareadministrativeissues,”saysAhmad.
At 57.04%, illiteracy in Kishanganj still

stands far below the national average of
77.7%.Meanwhile, evenas itgrewintoade-
greecollege, InsanSchoolhaslostaccredita-
tionof theBihar School ExaminationBoard
anditsstudentsappearforboardexamsun-
derdifferentschools.Thedegreecoursesare
offered under Maulana Mazharul Haque
ArabicandPersianUniversity, Patna.
In 2013, Kishanganj saw another ray of

hopewhen, in the backdrop of the Sachar
Committeereport, theUPAgovernmentap-
proved a study centre of Aligarh Muslim
University (AMU) inKishanganj. Thecentre
was the resultof yearsof protests.
However,likeInsanSchool,theAMUcen-

tre too is struggling. Still functioning froma
temporarybuilding,itisfacingafundcrunch
aswellaslegalissuesover224.02acresgiven
to itby theBihargovernment.
Says AMU-KDirector Dr Hassan Imam,

"TheUPAgovernmentapprovedRs136crore
and released Rs 10 crore.We have not re-
ceivedanygrant since then."
In 2018, the National Green Tribunal

(NGT) raised a red flag over land allotted to
thecentrenear theMahanandariver.
Even AMU-K’s courses have been cur-

tailedinrecentyears.Whileitstartedoutof-
feringMBA and B.Ed courses, the National
CouncilforTeacherEducation(NCTE)halted
theB.Ed course in2018, saying the institute
hadnot takenprerequisiteapproval.

TheAIMIM,which ishopingKishanganj
willbeitsspringboardintoBiharpolitics,says
AMU-K is one of their main poll issues.
Qamrul Hoda, who won the Kishanganj
Assemblybypoll last year, says, “TheCentre
and state have deliberately kept the region
illiterate,usingSeemanchalasavotebank.”
The five Vidhan Sabha seats under

Kishanganj will see a contest between the
AIMIM,JD(U)andMahagathbandhan.While
the JD(U) has re-fielded sitting MLAs
Mujahid Alam from Kochadhaman and
NaushadAlamfromThakurganj, also in the
raceisAIMIMstatepresidentAkhtar-ulIman.
Mujahid,wholookssettowinagain,says

the Nitish Kumar government is doing its
best to revive theAMU-Kcentre. “Biharand
AMUhavefiledanappealwiththeNational
MissionforCleaningGangaovertheNGTor-
der.Wehavealso filedapetitionagainst the
NCTEorder,”hesays,addingthatshouldthe
site not get clearance, a JD(U) government
wouldsanctionanalternative site.
ShafeeAhmad,whosawtheInsandream

dwindleandnowworksasa librarianat the
AMU-K Centre, hangs on to hope. “Insaan
schoolwasaprivateinitiative,"henotes,"but
theKishanganj centrehas thebackingof an
institution likeAMU."

RITIKACHOPRA
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER22

FOR A state that has had a predominantly
youngelectorateforatleastthelasttwoelec-
tion cycles (31% in the 2015 Assembly, and
24.61%inthe2019LokSabhaelectionswere
under the age of 30), higher education in
Bihar remains neglected. According to the
latest edition of the All India Higher
EducationSurvey(AISHE), releasedin2019,
Bihar’sGrossEnrolmentRatio (GER) stands
at13.6%, the lowest in thecountry.
AISHE is theonlynational surveyon the

statusof highereducation in thecountry.
Foreveryhundredyoungsters intheage

groupof18to23years,only13arepursuing
highereducation inBihar,asper thesurvey.
This ismuch lower than the national aver-
ageof 26.3%.
Even neighbouring Jharkhand has a

higherGER,of 19%.
Thenumbersareevenworseforwomen

as their enrolment ratio stands at 12% as
against 15% for men. The poor access to
highereducationamongstwomeninBihar
is also reflected in its Gender Parity Index
(female:male ratio in higher education),
which stands at 0.79, the lowest in the
country.
Of theroughly16lakhstudentsenrolled

inhighereducation inthestate,6.8 lakhare
femaleand9.2 lakharemale.
The lowenrolment stems fromanother

problem— too few higher education insti-
tutions inthestate.Therearejustsevencol-
leges in Bihar per lakh eligible population
(youngsters in the18 to23year age group),
which isalso the lowest in thecountry.
Whatmakesmatters worse is that this

figure has remainedunchanged for the last
six years. Bihar has figured at the bottom
since2011.
Forcomparison,thecollegedensityinthe

entire poll-bound state is less than that of
Delhi, a city-state, which has eight colleges
perlakheligiblepopulation.Thenationalav-
erage is 28 and Karnataka has the highest
number of colleges (53) per lakh eligible

population.
Also, the boom in the private education

sector,whichhas contributed to improving
the country's GER, seems to have bypassed
the state. Bihar, which has 33 universities,
doesn'thaveasingleprivatestateuniversity
orprivatedeemeduniversity.
Few institutions of higher education

meanovercrowdingof theexistingcolleges
anduniversities.Thereareroughly1,600stu-
dentsenrolledpercollege inBihar.
ItsneighbourJharkhandistheonlystate

thatranksloweronthis front inthecountry
with an average enrolment per college of
1,875students.
The student-faculty ratio (calculated as

total number of students divided by total
teachers in the state) is yet another front in
higher educationwhere Bihar ranks last in
thenationaltally. Ithasastudent-teacherra-
tioof61forhighereducationpursuedinthe
distanceandregularmode.Thenationalav-
erage is26.
This is a parameter onwhich the state’s

performance has deteriorated over the last
eight years, according to the AISHE data. In
2012-13, the ratio stoodat53.

Young voters, but under most
heads, a poor report card

Lowest incountry inyouth inhighereducation,
numberof colleges, highest student-faculty ratio

Chup chaap bungla
chhaap: Veteran BJP
hand’s new LJP pitch

The picture of a univ: AMU
Kishanganj centre flounders

RajendraSinghis tallestBJPrebel inrace,onceseenasCMprobable.MunnaKumar

Sevenyears later, temporarybuilding,
curtailedcourses.WaliAhmad
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Destination work, migrants don’t
stop for elections or festive season

GROSS ENROLMENTRATIO
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OUTOFBIHAR

15

14

13

12

12.50%

13.10%

13%

13.90%

14.30% 14.40%

13%

13.60%

**NationalGER26.3%

20
11
-1
2

20
12
-1
3

20
13
-1
4

20
14
-1
5

20
15
-1
6

20
16
-1
7

20
17
-1
8

20
18
-1
9

THE BUS STOPS HERE

VehiclesrequisitionedfortheBiharAssemblyelectionsparkedinPatna’sGandhiMaidan.PTI

MIGRANT JOBS
Sector-wise division of
migrantworkers

WHAT THEYDO
Skill Sector Count
Construction 965,709
GeneralServices 293,150
Mechanic 59,513
Textile/Handloom 26,172
Electronics/Electricals 24,260
Agriculture 18,329
Computer/IT 16,589
FoodProcessing 6,669
FinancialSector 4,221
Healthcare 1,739
Source:Migrant report, asof July2,2020,Covid-19
InformationPortal,GovernmentofBihar

15,09,925
workers
surveyed

New Delhi
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TELANGANA

Formerhome
ministerdead
after infection
Hyderabad: Senior TRS
leader and formerHome
Minister of Telangana
NayaniNarasimhaReddy
diedhereonThursday.He
was 76. Reddy, who
served as the first Home
Minister of Telangana af-
ter its formation in 2014,
had been undergoing
treatmentataprivatesu-
per-speciality hospital
here forpost-Covid com-
plicationswithlungdam-
age and the end came at
12.25am,hospitalsources
said.Reddy,aseniortrade
union leader in
Hyderabad,hadplayedan
activeroleintheseparate
Telangana agitation. He
was elected to the
Legislative Assembly in
undivided Andhra
Pradeshforthreetermsin
1978, 1985 and 2004.
Reddy had served as a
minister in thegovern-
ment of late Y S
RajasekharaReddywhen
TRS, then an ally of
Congress, joined thegov-
ernment in2004. PTI

NNReddy

BRIEFLY

UTTARPRADESH

Illegalarms
factorybusted,
1heldinHathras
Hathras: The police on
Thursdayclaimedtohave
busted an illegal arms-
manufacturingfactoryin
Hathrasfollowingthear-
rest of amanandseizure
of over a dozen firearms
alongwith ammunition.
Thepolicehaveseized14
pistols of .315bore, three
rifles, including two of
.315 bore, and three un-
finishedpistolsofvarying
capacities from the unit
besides equipment and
rawmaterial, police said.
Kanchan,alocal,whohas
been booked earlier in
over half a dozen cases,
has been arrested,
HathrasSPVineetJaiswal
said. PTI

MADHYAPRADESH

Claimingto
be‘goddess’,
womanaxesson
Panna:Inasuspectedcase
of human sacrifice, a
womanallegedlyaxedher
24-year-old son to death,
claiming that she felt like
agoddess,atKohnivillage
in Panna district on
Thursday,policesaid.The
incident took place
around 4.30 am, when
Suniabai Lodhi,who is in
her 50s and claimed that
she felt like a goddess at
times, felt the sameway
andattackedhersonwith
anaxe, saidArunSoni, in-
charge of Panna Kotwali
police station. The police
have arrested the
woman. PTI

MAHARASHTRA

25injuredas
lightningstrikes
villageinThane
Thane:At least 25people
wereinjured whenlight-
ning struck a residential
areaatUmbarmalivillage
inMaharashtra’s Thane
district,anofficialsaidon
Thursday. During heavy
rains in Thane on
Wednesday evening, a
house in the localitywas
completely destroyed
while some adjoining
houses also suffered
damages, regional disas-
ter management cell
chief Santosh Kadam
said. PTI

FATFREVIEWOFSPOTONGREYLIST

SHUBHAJITROY
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER22

INDIAONThursday pushed for
PakistantoremainonParis-based
globalwatchdogFinancialAction
Task Force's (FATF)Grey List say-
ingIslamabadhadaddressedonly
21ofthe27actionitemsonterror
financingandmoneylaundering
issuedtoitbytheagency.
Pakistan's spotonthe listand

itsprogresswithrespecttotheac-
tion items is being reviewedat a
plenarysessionoftheFATF,which
beganonOctober21andissched-
uledtoendonOctober23.
Respondingtoquestions,MEA

official spokesperson Anurag
SrivastavasaidonThursday,“FATF
haswell laid out standards and
procedures...Afteracountryisput
onalist,anactionplanisgivento
itandthecountryconcernedisex-
pected to fully complete the ac-
tion planwithin the stipulated
time.Thosefoundwantinginim-
plementing their obligations are
heldaccountableandsubjectedto
appropriate action.”
“ItisunderstoodthatPakistan

has addressed only 21 action
items so far out of the total 27
pointFATFActionPlan...Asiswell
known,Pakistancontinuestopro-
videsafehavens toterroristenti-
ties and individuals andhas also
not yet taken any action against
severalterroristentitiesandindi-

viduals including those pro-
scribed by the UNSC such as
MasoodAzhar,DawoodIbrahim,
Zakir-ur-Rahman Lakhvi,”
Srivastava added. The FATFhad
placedPakistanonthegreylistin
June2018andissuedtheplan.
InAugust, seeking towriggle

out of the grey list, Pakistan im-
posed financial sanctions on 88
banned terror groups and their
leaders,including26/11Mumbai
attackmastermind and Jamaat-
ud-Dawa chief Hafiz Saeed, JeM
chiefMasoodAzhar andunder-
worlddonDawoodIbrahim.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

PAKISTANHASbeenun-
der theFATF’s scrutiny
for the last twoyears.
Withhalf adozencom-
mitments leftunfulfilled
under theagency's action
plan, itwouldhope toget
outof the list soon.Delhi,
however,wouldwant
Islamabadtostayonthe
GreyList—thatwould
pressureonPakistan to
takemoreactionagainst
terrorgroups.

Spoton list
meansmore
pressureE●EX
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MEA:Pakhas
not completed
action items

PM addresses Bengal on Puja: Respect
women of India like you respect Durga

DIPANITANATH
PUNE,OCTOBER22

EVERYYEAR, during the festive
season, Ramnagar in Varanasi
breaksfromthepresentandsteps
back 200 years. Led by the erst-
while ‘maharaja’ of Banaras, the
townhostsa31-dayRamnagarki
Ramlila, inwhich the entire epic
playsoutalmostinrealtimeinlo-
calitieswithnamessuchasLanka,
AshokVatika andAyodhya, and
aroundapondcalledGanga.
The Ramlila was started by

MaharajaUditNarayan Singh in
1830, and its organisers pride
themselvesonthefact that ithas
neverbeendisrupted.Notevenin
1962,whenIndiaandChinawere
atwar,was theRamlila stopped,
says Kunwar Ishaan, nephewof
the present ‘maharaja’, Anant
NarayanSingh.“Ithadcontinued
with the lantern lights covered
with leaves so planes could not
spotthemfromabove,”hesays.
Until, this year, a virus came

along. Thepandemichas shrunk
thegrandspectacle—the largest
movingdramaticperformancein
India— toa readingof Tulsidas’s
RamCharitManas ina temple in
Janakpuri, the paternal homeof
SitaintheRamayana.
“Wewere thinkingof differ-

ent ideas on how to save the
Ramlilafromthepandemic.The
third Rajkumari, Krishnapriya,
evenwrotealettertotheCMand
the PMO to allow the broadcast
of a film on the Ramnagar
Ramlilaaswellasastreamingon
Doordarshan of the 15-minute
evening aarti, but shegot no re-
ply,” says Ishaan.
The earliest reference to

RamnagarkiRamila is foundina

lithographofJamesPrincepfrom
1834. A colonial administrator,
whowaswith theBenarasMint
between 1820 and 30, Princep
wrote, “Five or six spots in the
townbecomeannually this sea-
son, the scene of a Ram
Leela…TheRajah of Benares, or
hisestateatRamnugur,conducts
the performance in a very com-
pletemanner: really thewhole
Ramayana is read through in the
course of twenty or thirty days,
andwhateverincidentsarecapa-
bleofbeingacted,ordisplayed,are
simultaneouslyexhibited.”
The Ramnagar Ramlila has

proudlyresistedchangeandpre-
served much of its old form.
Performances are held in the
growingdarknessof theautumn
evening,withoutelectriclightsor
mikes,andphotographyisnotal-
lowed. Cellphones are switched
off and anyonewho breaks the
rule is pulled up. The palace
guards keep watch over the
crowds.The‘maharaja’andhissis-
ters, thethree ‘maharajkumaris’,
attendtheRamlilaonelephants.
But this year, the regalia is

missing. “Nobodyelse ispresent.
The district administration had

said that only100peoplewill be
allowedduetoCovidprotocol,but
howdoesonedecidewhothe100
should be? There are nemis or
holymen,whohavealwaysbeen
apartoftheRamlilafromthetime
thefirstchaupaiisrecitedandun-
til the last aarti is performed...
Therewasnowayyoucanallow
only100people,”saysIshaan.
Every year, the ‘Kashi ma-

haraja’ also crosses theGanga to
Chitrakoot,foranotherRamlila—
onewhich has been performed
formore than 470 years and is
consideredtheoldestinIndia.
InChitrakoot,theBharatMilap

—thescenethatcelebratesthere-
union of Rama and Lakshman
with Bharat and Shatrughan—
used tobeheld in a large field. It
will now be performed on the
50x50 sq ft terrace of Ayodhya
Bhavan, a hall in amarketplace,
withafewsanitisedandmasked
devoteeswatching. “This is the
firsttimethekingwillnotbecom-
ing.ThisRamlilaisnotthesame,”
says PanditMukundUpadhyay,
organiser of the Shri Chitrakoot
RamleelaSamiti inVaranasi.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

Covid brings 200-yr-old
Ramlila to halt in Varanasi

Ramnagar inVaranasihostsa31-dayRamlila; scenes from
theRamayanaareenactedacross town.RenukaPuri/File

SANTANUCHOWDHURY
KOLKATA,OCTOBER22

SHARINGDURGAPuja greetings
inBengali on theoccasionof the
first day of the puja – Shasthi –
PrimeMinisterNarendraModion
Thursday asserted that the
Centre’s vision of Atmanirbhar
Bharat (self-reliant India) will
grow in strength from West
Bengal and said thatwomen in
the countrymust be given the
samerespectpeoplehaveforthe
Goddess..
Inavirtualaddresstothepeo-

ple, live-streamed in all 294
Assembly constituencies of the
state,Modimadeanappealtothe
people to adhere tophysical dis-
tancing norms and wear face
maskswhiletakingpartinthefes-
tivities inaneffort tokeepupthe
battle against theCovid-19pan-
demic.
He said: “In the21st century,

ourvisionofAtmanirbharBharat
– or self- reliant India – will
strengthen from the land of
Bengal.Wehave to takeBengal’s
culture, pride, progress tonewer
heights.Weareensuring speedy
development for the people of
Bengalthroughvariousschemes.
We are doing everything to re-
duce problems of the people of
the state and improve their
lifestyle.”
“Wehave adopted the vision

of Purbaday to develop eastern
India.WestBengalhas toplayan

importantroletomakeourvision
a success,” thePMsaid inhis23-
minuteaddress.
TheeventwasheldatEastern

ZonalCulturalCentreinSaltLake,
where aDurgaPuja is organised
by the BJP. The PrimeMinister,
whowasaddressingfromthena-
tional capital, virtually inaugu-
ratedthePuja.
BJP leaders Kailash

Vijayvargiya, Mukul Roy and
Union minister Babul Supriyo
wereamongpresentatthevenue.
Theaddresswasprecededbycul-
turalprogrammesandarendition
ofaRabindranathTagoresongby
Supriyo,whoisalsoasinger.

Noting that Durga is wor-
shipped as a symbol of ‘Shakti’
(strength),Modi saidhis govern-
ment is consistentlyworking for
theempowermentofwomen.
He cited decisions such as

openingJanDhanaccountsfor22
crorewomen,givingsoftloansto
themunder theMudra Yojana,
launching Beti Bachao-Beti
Padhaoinitiative,grantingperma-
nent commission towomen in
thearmed forces, andextending
maternity leave from 12 to 26
weeksandsaid,“wehavetakena
numberofstepsfortheirempow-
erment”.
The PrimeMinister said al-

thoughDurgaPujathisyearisbe-
ing celebratedona limited scale
duetotheCovid-19pandemic,the
“enthusiasmisstillunlimited”.
He said: “Bengal’s Puja gives

India anewcolour.Weare cele-
brating Durga Puja in times of
Covid-19 (and) devotees have
shown exemplary restrain. The
number of peoplemight be less
butthegrandeuranddevotionare
the same; thehappiness and joy
arestillboundless.Thisisthereal
Bengal.
“Thereissuchpowerindevo-

tionthereitseemsthatIamnotin
Delhi but today I am present
amongallofyouinBengal.”

BJPworkersataDurgaPuja,whichPrimeMinisterNarendraModiinaugurated virtually,
inKolkataonThursday.ParthaPaul

MEA: Over
3,800 ceasefire
violations by
Pak this year

Kerala Bishops council:
No change in Church
stand, Pope didn’t justify
same-sex marriage

New cooks on menu: 52-year run ends,
Rlys to exit Parliament canteens, kitchens

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER22

PAKISTAN’S TROOPS have re-
sorted tomore than 3,800 inci-
dents of unprovoked ceasefire
violations along the Line of
Control (LoC) in Jammu and
Kashmirthisyearandevensup-
ported smuggling of arms and
narcoticsubstances,theMinistry
of External Affairs (MEA) said
Thursday.
MEA spokesperson Anurag

Srivastava said Pakistan's forces
havecontinuedtoengageinun-
provokedceasefireviolations,of-
ten in civilian areas, to support
infiltration of terrorists across
theLoC.
“Thisisaclearviolationofthe

2003 ceasefire understanding
betweenthetwosides.Thisyear,
till date, Pakistani forces have
carriedoutmorethan3,800un-
provoked ceasefire violations,”
Srivastava said at a media
briefing.
Srivastava added that there

havealsobeenattemptstodrop
arms and ammunition close to
the LoC under the garb of civil-
ianactivity.
“Wehavealsowitnessedthat

Pakistan's aid and abetment to
cross-border terrorism, smug-
gling of arms and narcotic sub-
stances have spilled over to the
International Boundary includ-
ing,throughusageofdronesand
quadcopters,”hesaid.
Srivastava said such viola-

tionsareregularlyhighlightedto
Pakistan through diplomatic
channels and at the regular
DGMO- (Director General of
MilitaryOperations) level talks.

WESTBENGAL

Indigenous stealth
corvette INS Kavaratti
commissioned into Navy

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER22

CHIEFOFArmy Staff GeneralM
MNaravane on Thursday com-
missioned the Anti-Submarine
Warfare stealth corvette, INS
Kavaratti, into the Indian Navy.
INSKavaratti isthelastinthese-
ries of four Anti-Submarine
Warfare Corvettes built for the
Navy by Garden Reach
Shipbuilders and Engineers
Limited (GRSE), Kolkata, a lead-
ingshipyard,underProject28.
Thetimelineof theP28class

of ships built by GRSEwas syn-
chronisedtofactorintheunique
indigenisationefforts,according
toa release.
Special high strength war-

ship-grade steel type DMR 249

A, was indigenously developed
fortheseships’construction.INS
Kavaratti and INS Kiltan are the
first twomajorwarships in the
country to have the unique fea-
ture of superstructuremade of
Carbon Fiber Composite
Material.

GeneralMMNaravane
withotherseniorofficers
at thecommissioning
ceremony. Express

After HC order,
giant screens
and mobile apps
for devotees

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
KOLKATA,OCTOBER22

AFTER THECalcuttaHigh Court
order banned visitors’ entry to
Durga Puja pandals, organisers
madelast-minutechanges.Giant
screenswereinstalledoutsidethe
pandals for “darshan” (glimpse)
andvirtual“pushpanjali”(ritualof
offering flowers to god)will be
arrangedfordevoteestotakepart
fromhome.
Puja organisers also installed

loudspeakersinthevicinityofthe
pandalstoplaymantrasforthelo-
calresidents.
“We will organise virtual

pushpanjali throughZoom. This
will alsohelpus to connectwith
people staying in foreign coun-
tries,includingtheUSandtheUK.
Also,wewillplaythemantrason
loudspeakers, so thatpeople can
offer pushpanjali at home,” said
Subir Das, a member of
Bhawanipore 75 Pally Puja
Committee.
Evenbeforecourtrestrictions

were in place, Kolkata's Santosh
MitraSquarePujacommitteehad
decided to livestreamall rituals.
“Keeping thepandemic inmind,
wehaddecidedtorestrictvisitors'
entryandmadeallarrangements
accordingly.We couldn't have
risked anyone's life,” said Sajal
Ghosh,committeesecretary.
Organisers of Jodhpur Park

Sarbojaninhavecutdownontheir
budgetandinstalledtheidols in-
side a community hall. All their
eventswillbelivestreamedongi-
antscreensacrossastretchofone
kilometre.

SHAJUPHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
OCOBER22

ADAYafterPopeFranciswasfea-
turedinadocumentary,purport-
edly endorsing same-sex civil
unions, Kerala Catholic Bishops
Council (KCBC)onThursdaysaid
thereisnochangeintheChurch's
standonsame-sex.Italsosaidthat
“reports that the Popehad justi-
fied the same-sexmarriage are
baselessandmisleading”.
Whilebeinginterviewedfora

documentary,whichpremiered
at the Rome Film Festival on
Wednesday, the Pope had pur-
portedlystatedthat“homosexual
people have the right to be in a
family.TheyarechildrenofGod.”
Hereportedlysaidinoneofhis

sit-down interviews for the film,
“Whatwehave to have is a civil
union law; that way they are
legallycovered.”
The Pope’s comments have

evokedmixedresponsefromthe
Catholic Church, but theVatican
hasnot deniedhis endorsement
of thesame-sexcivilunions.
TheKCBCisanorganisationof

CatholicbishopsinKeralabelong-
ingtoritesofSyro-Malabar,Latin
and Syro-Malankara Churches.
Syro-Malabar Church head
CardinalGeorgeAlencherryisthe
presidentofKCBC.

Bishop Joseph Pamplani,
chairmanof KCBC'smedia com-
mission, said, “Pope Francis has
not adopted any stance that de-
niestheChurchteachingsonsex-
ualmorality.”
KCBC spokesperson Fr Jacob

Palakkappalli said, “TheCatholic
Churchhas not diluted its stand
onfamilylifeandhomosexuality.
TheChurchdoesnotmakeexhor-
tationsaboutmarriageandfamily
life throughdocumentaries. The
Popehad taught in thepast also
that those in the LGBT category
are childrenof Godand theyde-
serve special care and love. The
Churchisof thestandthatsame-
sex inclinations shouldbediffer-
entiatedfromsame-sexacts.”
TheCatholicChurchdoesnot

recogniselivingtogetherofsame-
sex persons asmarriage. Some
countrieshadacceptedsuchrela-
tions as civil union. The Church
hastakenaseriousnoteaboutthe
pastoralworkamongpeople liv-
inginthatmanner,KCBCstated.

GUJARAT

ThePope’scomments
haveevokedmixed
response,butthe
Vaticanhasnotdenied
hisendorsementof
same-sexcivilunions

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
VADODARA,OCTOBER22

ALOCAL court in Jhalod has ex-
tendedbyfourdaysthepolicere-
mand of four accused in the al-
leged contract killing of Jhalod
councillor and BJP leaderHiren
Patel,inastaged“hit-and-run”in-
cidentonSeptember27.
Earlier, theywere remanded

tosevendaysinpolicecustodyon
October15.
The district police produced

thefouraccused—IrfanPada,Ajay
Kalal, Sajjansinh Chauhan and
Mohammed SamirMujawar—
beforethelocalcourtviavidecon-
ferenceonThursday, seekingex-
tensionofremandonthegrounds
that the accusedwere “uncoop-
erative”intheprobeandpoliceare
yet to trace the vehicle thatwas
usedtomowdownPatel.
Thepoliceremandapplication

also cited that the remandwas
needed as two absconding ac-
cused— ImranGudala and Irfan
Basti — were yet to be appre-
hended.
OnThursday,15councillorsof

JhalodMunicipality submitted a
memorandum to Dahod SP
HiteshJoysar,seekingsecurity,cit-
inga“threattotheirlife”.Theyhad
handed the memorandum to
Deputy SP Paresh Solanki on
Wednesdayevening.

Court extends
remand of four
accused in BJP
leader ‘murder’

AVISHEKGDASTIDAR
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER22

AFTER52yearsof feedingIndia’s
lawmakers, the IndianRailways
is set to exit the canteens and
kitchensofParliamentcomplex
bynextmonth tomakeway for
a new agency to feed
Parliamentarians.
Northern Railway, which

provides the catering arrange-
mentinallfood-servingfacilities
inParliamentHouseEstate—the
canteens, annexe, library build-
ing, various pantries — has re-
ceived a communication from
theLokSabhaSecretariat,asking
it to vacate the premises and
handoverallequipment,suchas
computers, printers, furniture
andthelike,andrecallall itsstaff

byNovember15.
Officials in Parliament and

Railways confirmed the devel-
opment andsaid that asper the

latest proposal, Indian Tourism
Development Corporation
(ITDC), which runs the Ashoka
Hotel, is set to take over the

catering job. Food served in
Parliamenthasbeenhighlysub-
sidised tokeep the tariff low for
theMPs,Housestaff,andvisitors.
Usually a committee ofMPs

oversees the catering arrange-
ments in Parliament. However,
the committee for the current
LokSabhahasnotyetbeencon-
stituted. Officials said the deci-
sion has been finalised at the
levelof theSecretariatadminis-
tration.
More than 100 Northern

Railway staff – cooks, servers,
kitchen staff and others – are
posted in Parliament. During
Housesessions,around75addi-
tional personnel from Indian
Railway Catering and Tourism
Corporation (IRCTC) are de-
ployed as reinforcement. The
Railways had a sanctioned

strengthof 417cateringstaff for
deployment inParliament.
Usually the committee of

MPs, alongwith the Parliament
administration,decidestherates
and items of food served in
Parliament canteens of various
categories. However, Northern
Railway is paidwhatever cost it
incurs from the Ministry of
Finance through Parliament.
Officialssaidtheannualrevenue
from Parliament catering is to
the tuneof Rs15 toRs18crore.
Officialsmaintainedthatthe

move to get an alternative to
Railways for catering for MPs
had been contemplated even
during the UPA tenure, when
Meira Kumarwas the Speaker.
“There have often been quality
issueswith the railway food,” a
Parliamentofficial said.

Morethan100NorthernRailwaystaff areposted in
Parliament.RenukaPuri/file
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A SPECIAL court Thursday re-
jectedtheinterimbailpleaof83-
year-old Jesuit priest and tribal
rights activist Stan Swamy, ar-
rested thismonth in the Elgaar
Parishad case. Swamyhad filed
the interim bail application on
medical grounds, citing his age
andhealthcondition.
Swamy was arrested on

October 8 by the National
InvestigationAgency(NIA)from
Ranchi, Jharkhand, andbrought
to Mumbai
the next day.
The agency
did not seek
his custody
and filed a
supplemen-
tary
chargesheet
against him
and seven
others. Swamy has been in jail
since.
Lawyer Sharif Shaikh, repre-

sentingSwamy,submittedtothe
special court that Swamy is suf-
fering fromParkinson’s disease
andwasnotabletoevensignthe
vakaltnamaduetoitatthetimeof
hisproductionbeforethecourtby
theNIA.
Opposinghisbailplea,theNIA

had submitted that hewas "try-
ing to take anunduebenefit" of
theongoingpandemic.
The chargesheet against

Swamy claims that he was a
memberof theCPI(Maoist)and
received funds for its activities.
Ithadalsoreferredtohisworkas
partof thePersecutedPrisoners
SolidarityCommittee.Swamy,in
his statement, had said that his
workchallengingindiscriminate
arrests of thousands of young
Adivasislabelledas"Naxals"was
the reason hewas being impli-
cated.
The NIA has also submitted

that while the committee's
guidelines recommend consid-
eringthegrantof interimbail to
undertrials above 60 years of
age, it cannot be granted me-
chanically.
The court rejected the plea,

thedetailedorderofwhichisyet
tobemadeavailable.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
LUCKNOW,OCTOBER22

JOURNALIST PRASHANT
Kanojia, arrested in August for
“promotingenmity”throughhis
tweets, was released Thursday
after the Lucknowbench of the
Allahabad High Court granted
himbail.
The bench of Justice Attau

RahmanMasoodi, while grant-
ingbailtoKanojia,saidheshould
fileanundertakingthathewon't
seek any adjournment on the
dates fixed for presenting evi-
dence.“Theapplicant(Kanonjia)
shall remain present before the
trialcourtoneachdatefixed,ei-
therpersonallyorthroughcoun-
sel, and that the applicant shall
remainpresentinpersononthe
datesfixedfortheopeningofthe
case, framing of charge and
recording of statement,” the
court'sorder stated.
OnAugust17,anFIRwasreg-

istered against Kanojia at
Lucknow'sHazratganjpolicesta-
tiononacomplaintfiledbySub-
InspectorDineshKumarShukla.
As per the FIR registered by

thepolice, Kanojia had tweeted
a post on Hindu Army’s Sushil

Tiwari that was morphed and
with intention to malign the
fameof Tiwari”.
After Kanojia was granted

bail,hislawyersaidtherewasan-
other FIR registeredagainst him
inMayatAshiyanapolicestation
in Lucknow for another tweet.
“Though the court has granted
bail in both the cases, the order
for theAshiyanaonehasnotyet
been uploaded. On August 19...
hewastakenonremandforboth
thecases,”shesaid.
The court order issued on

Wednesdaymentionedthatthe
counsel for the accused appli-
canthassaidthatchargesheetin
the present case has already
been filedand there isnopossi-
bilityof theapplicanttampering
withtheevidenceorinfluencing
theinvestigationinanymanner.
Also, that the applicant has as-
suredthatheshallnotindulgein
the act of posting tweets that
mayhurtthesentimentsofpeo-
pleoranyspecificgroup.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER22

ADELHI court has sent back the
criminaldefamationcasefiledby
former Minister of State for
ExternalAffairsMJAkbaragainst
journalist PriyaRamani to a spe-
cialMP/MLAcourt thathasbeen
hearingthematterfortwoyears.
AdditionalChiefMetropolitan

MagistrateVishalPahujahadsaid
onOctober13:“Therehasbeendi-
rections from the Supreme
Court…Thiscasehastobeplaced
before theDistrict and Sessions
Judge for further directions. This
courtwilldealwithcasesagainst
MP/MLAs.”
District and Sessions Judge

SujataKohli passed theorder on
whether thecasecouldcontinue
before Additional Chief
MetropolitanMagistrate Vishal
Pahuja.OnNovember2,thenext
date of hearing, Akbar’s counsel,
senioradvocateGeetaLuthra,will
makeherrebuttal toRamani's fi-
nalarguments.
Hearing in the case began in

October 2018 under ACMM
SamarVishal,whopresidedover
theproceedingsuntilOctober25,
2019,whenexamination-in-chief
ofdefencewitnesseswereunder-
way.Hewaslatertransferred,and
ACMMPahujabeganhearingthe
matter fromNovember21, 2019,
whenRamani's cross-examina-

tionhadcometoanend.
Heheardthefinalarguments

ofbothsides.
Aftertwoyearsofhearing,the

casewas in its last stageswhen
ACMM Pahuja—of the special
MP/MLA court at RouseAvenue
DistrictCourt—saidthathecanno
longer hear thematter. He said
thiswasnotacaseagainstanMP
orMLA—itwasacasefiledbyan
MP—andmustbetransferred.
This,hesaid,wouldbe in line

withthedirectionoftheSupreme
Court, and a February 2018 ad-
ministrative order of the High
Court
OnOctober14,DSJKohli,hear-

ing arguments of the two sides,
cautioned that consequences of
thetrialcontinuingwithoutjuris-
diction canbe “verydangerous”
because the entire proceedings
canbeconstruedvitiatedandthe
trialdenovo(anew).
Ramani had levelled allega-

tions of sexualmisconduct and
harassment against Akbar,who
suedher.He resignedas aUnion
ministerinOctober2018.

234
DAYSSINCE
PANDEMIC
BEGAN

KEYSTATES
TOWATCH
■Maharashtra
■Andhra
■Karnataka
■TamilNadu
■Kerala

7 DAYS EARLIER:

1.52
NOW:

1.51

7 DAYS EARLIER:

8.01
NOW:

7.81

DETECTED TODAY

55,839
RECOVERED TODAY:

79,415

TOTAL
CASES
16,17,658
7,93,299
7,82,773
6,97,116
3,61,841

DOUBLING
TIME**
125.97
151.87
80.32
128.58
32.33

SURGEIN
24HOURS
8,142
3,746
5,872
3,086
8,369

7-DAYAVG
GROWTH*
0.57%
0.47%
0.90%
0.56%
2.23%

TRACKING INDIA’SCOVIDCURVE

CASES:
77,06,946
TESTS: 9,86,70,363 | DOUBLING RATE: 94.24**

RECOVERED:68,74,518
DEATHS: 1,16,616

*CompoundedDailyGrowthRateover last7days **Calculatedover7-daygrowth

DataasonOctober21, releasedbyUnionMinistryofHealth, ICMRandstates.Oftendailynumbers
includedatafrompreviousdays.Assuch, trendsbasedondailynumbersare indicative,notdefinitive

CASE FATALITY RATIO

Deaths as a ratio of
positive cases (in %);
indicator of progress
in averting deaths

Positives against
number tested

(in %); indicator of
the spread of disease

Becoming sick vs
recovering; more

recoveries for 14 days
may signal the peak

POSITIVITY RATE DAILY IN, DAILYOUT

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
PUNE,OCTOBER22

THE INTERNATIONAL AIDS
Vaccine Initiative (IAVI), a non-
profitscientificresearchorgani-
sation dedicated to addressing
urgentglobalhealthchallenges,
and Serum Institute of India on
Thursday announced an agree-
ment with Merck, a a science
andtechnologycompany,tode-
velop SARS-CoV-2 neutralising
monoclonal antibodies (mAbs),
co-inventedby IAVIandScripps
Research,asinnovativeinterven-
tions to address the Covid-19
pandemic.
Theagreementbuildsonthe

advanced antibody discovery
and optimisation expertise of
IAVI and Scripps Research,
gainedfromyearsofexperience
inHIV,neutralisingantibodyre-
searchanddevelopment,andon
Merck’s and Serum Institute’s
significantcapabilitiesindesign
and scale-up of accelerated
manufacturing processes for
mAbproduction.Theglobalde-

velopment plan is being led by
the three organisations in part-
nership.
If the potent and broadly

cross-reactiveSARS-CoV-2neu-
tralisingantibodycandidatesbe-
ingadvancedthroughthispart-
nership are shown to be
efficaciousinclinicaltrials,either
as a single antibody or a poten-
tial combination of both candi-
dates,Merckwill leadcommer-
cialisation of the effort in
developedcountries.
The Serum Institute has a

track record of more than 50
years in developing affordable
medicines and is the world’s
largest producer of vaccines.
Serum Institutewill lead global
manufacturing aswell as com-
mercialisation in low andmid-
dle-low-income countries, in-
cluding India.
“Weareacutelyawareof the

tremendous potential formon-
oclonal antibodies tobeused in
Covid-19 response. By combin-
ing the scientific achievements
of IAVI and Scripps Research
withourpartners’development,

manufacturing,anddistribution
expertise, we are hopeful that
this partnership will result in
globally accessible antibodies
that are available to allwho can
benefit from them,” saidMark
Feinberg, president and CEO of
IAVI, in a statement released on
Thursday.
BelénGarijo,vice-chairofthe

executive board and Deputy
CEO, Merck, as well as CEO
Healthcare,said,“Togetherwith
IAVI and Serum Institute, we
look forward to demonstrating
thepotentialapplicationofthese
monoclonal antibodies in the
managementof Covid-19.”
“Iamextremelypleasedthat

wehave joined forceswith IAVI
andMerck in the fight against
Covid-19with theaimof devel-
opingmonoclonalantibodiesfor
global access... I am confident
thatweandourpartners areon
a productive path thatwill lead
to a much-needed, globally
availabletoolforCovid-19treat-
ment and possibly prevention,”
said Adar Poonawalla, CEO of
SerumInstitute.

AMITSHARMA
MEERUT,OCTOBER22

A SUB-INSPECTOR (S-I) posted
atapolicestationinBaghpathas
been suspended for “keeping a
beardwithoutpermission from
the authorities concerned,” a
seniorofficersaid.Aninquiryhas
also been initiated against
IntesarAliforallegedly“notpay-
ingheedtonoticesservedthrice
for flouting the statepolice uni-
formnorms,” theofficeradded.
Ali has been serving in

Baghpat for thepast threeyears
and was at present posted at
Ramala police station. “My re-
quests for keeping a beard are
pending in the offices of the SP
andtheIG(Meerutzone)forthe

pastoneyearbutnodecisionhas
been taken yet. I am hopeful of
gettingapositiveresponseinthis
regardsoon,”Ali toldTheIndian
ExpressonThursday.
Baghpat SP Abhishek Singh

said, “Ali was served a show-
cause notice for flouting the
statepoliceuniformnormsear-
lier too, but he did not deem it
fit to follow the rules. His ac-
tions (of flouting norms) come
within the purview of indisci-
pline,whichcannotbetolerated
intheforces. Ihavealsoordered
an inquiry in this connection,”
said Singh.
As per the Act and Rules of

theUttarPradeshPolicemanual,
barringSikhs, noone is allowed
tokeepabeardwithoutpermis-
sion fromseniorofficers.

In UP, sub-inspector is
suspended over beard

IAVI, Merck, Serum Institute to
jointly develop Covid antibodies

ELGAARPARISHADCASE

Spl court
rejects Stan
Swamy’s
bail plea

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
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MORETHAN30membersof the
Karni Sena were stopped and
taken intocustodybythepolice
inAzamgarhwhileontheirway
to Ballia to participate in a pro-
grammeorganisedinsupportof
Dhirendra Pratap Singh, main
accused in theBallia firing case,
onWednesday.
According to the police, the

group, led by Karni Sena’s state
unit president Sandeep Singh,
hadplannedtogatheroutsidethe
Ballia DistrictMagistrate's (DM)
office in support of Dhirendra
Pratap and also local BJP MLA
SurendraSingh,whohadbacked
themain accused, claiming that
thelatterhad“openedfireinself-
defence” as it was a “kill or get

killed”situationthen.
Surendra Singhwas earlier

summonedbytheBJPstatelead-
ershipthatdisapprovedofhisre-
marks defending themain ac-
cusedinthecase.Whiletheparty
has sought an explanation from
theMLA,sourcessayBJPnational
president JP Nadda has also
warnedtheparty’sUPchiefover
the conduct of Surendra Singh.
TheKarniSenahasnowwarned
that if the BJP takes any action
against MLA Surendra Singh,
theywouldboycott theBJP.
“The stepwas takenwith the

lawandorder situation inmind
and preventive arrests were
made.Theyhadcomefromdiffer-
entdistricts.Wearrested33per-
sons under Section 151 of CrPC.
They were later released by a
magistrateafterfilingabond,”said
AzamgarhSP(Rural)Siddhartha.

HAMZAKHAN
JAIPUR,OCTOBER22

THERAJASTHANHighCourthas
stayed proceedings by a CBI
courtagainstformerUnionmin-
isterArunShourieandothers in
a case pertaining to the sale of
Laxmi Vilas Palace Hotel in
Udaipur in2002.
Hearingthecase,JusticeVijay

Bishnoi ordered “that the trial
court shall not proceed against
the petitioners pursuant to the
impugned order till further or-
ders”.TheHighCourtalsocalled
for records of the case from the
trial court and listed thematter
forhearingafter threeweeks.
Appearing through video

conferencing, Shourie said the
process of disinvestment of
LaxmiVilasHotelhadbeenchal-
lengedtwicebythesameperson
beforetheDivisionBenchof the
Rajasthan High Court, but was
dismissed both times—in 2002
and2006.
Hesaidthatwhiledismissing

the petitions, the High Court
made“specificobservationsthat
nomaterialhasbeenplacedthat
fixationofreservepriceofshares
wasarbitrary”.

Shourie also argued that the
trial court, without providing
himahearing,hadmadecertain
observations alleging that he is
of "dual character".
Hesaidthatwhileasubordi-

nate courtmust follow the law
laiddownbysuperiorcourts,the
trialcourtwhilepassingtheim-
pugnedorderhadfailedtokeep
inmindthespecificobservations
madeby theHighCourt.
Appearingfor JyotsnaSuriof

Bharat Hotels Limited, which
bought Laxmi Vilas Hotel in
2002, senior advocate P P
Chaudhary said the Cabinet
Committee on Disinvestment
chaired by then primeminister
AtalBihariVajpayeehadtakena
decision to accept the recom-

mendations of Disinvestment
Committee,followingwhichthe
disinvestment of Laxmi Vilas
Hotelwascarriedout.
Chaudhary termed the CBI

court’s order as illegal and said
Bharat Hotels Limited offered a
bidofRs7.52croreforLaxmiVilas
Hotel, which was 25 per cent
abovethereserveprice,following
whichitsbidwasaccepted.
Additional Solicitor General

of IndiaSVRajutoo“strenuously
submitted”thattheorderpassed
bythe trial court “isnot liable to
be sustained in the eye of law”.
He said theCBIhas filed closure
reportstwiceinthematterwith
detailed reasons forwhy no of-
fence ismadeoutagainstanyof
the persons named in the FIR.

Yet,thetrial“court,withoutcon-
sideringthesaidreasonsinright
perspective,has illegallypassed
the impugnedorder.”
InanorderonSeptember15,

Special CBI Court Judge Pooran
Kumar Sharmahad rejected the
CBI's application to file a closure
reportintheinvestigationintothe
sale of LaxmiVilas PalaceHotel.
RejectingtheCBI’spleathatithad
notfoundanyevidencetolaunch
prosecution, Judge Sharma said
that prima facie it had been
proved that the accused had
abusedtheirpoststocausealoss
Rs 244 crore to the government
of India in the sale of the hotel.
The CBI court had also directed
thedistrictadministrationtotake
possessionof theproperty.

LAXMIVILASSALECASE

Arun
Shourie

Prashant
Kanojia

PriyaRamaniandMJAkbar

StanSwamy

HC stays trial against Shourie, others

Surat:A28-year-oldnurseserv-
ing in theCovidward inNavsari
civil hospital allegedly died by
suicide after leaving a five-page
noteaccusingher seniorsof ha-
rassment,police said.
Megha Acharya was found

hanging at her house inNavsari
where she was living with her
parents onWednesday night.
Shewasmarriedandhasaone-
year-oldson.
Thedeceased’ssisterTanvika

Hingrajiya said: “Shewasmen-
tallyharassedbyherseniorsand
itwasbecomingunbearable for
her. This forced her to take the
drastic step.Wewant police to
carry out a free and fair investi-
gation and find out the culprits
responsible forherdeath.”
Vejalpor police sub-inspec-

tor SF Goswami said: “In her
note,sheaccusedtwoofhersen-
iors of not giving her an off for
medical check-up. She has
claimed that shewas discrimi-
nated and was not even given
scheduledoff fromduty.” ENS

Nurse dies by
suicide, note
accuses seniors
of harassment

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
SURAT,AHMEDABAD,
OCTOBER22

RETIREDINCOMEtaxofficialand
vice-president of Bharatiya
JanataParty(BJP)Suratunit,PVS
Sarma,onThursdaysatinprotest
on the roadoutsidehishouse in
Piplod area of Surat after the in-
come tax (I-T) department con-
ductedsearchesonhispremises
aswellaspremiseslinkedtohim
inSurat,ThaneandMumbai.
Thesearcheswereheldthree

days after he tweeted about
transactions by a jewellery
brand on the night when de-
monetisationwasannouncedin

2016, allegedly evading tax. I-T
officialssaidtheyconductedthe
searchesafterSarmadidnotgive
satisfactoryrepliestoasummon
issued tohimonOctober1over
his "disproportionateassets".
Sarma,57,whowasseniorin-

come tax officer for 18 years
since 1990 had taken VRS from
in 2007 to join the BJP is also in
chargeoftheparty'sinformation
technology (IT) cell.
Sarmawhosat inprotest for

afewhoursonThursdaytoldThe
IndianExpress:“Idugoutascam
andnowIambeingvictimised...”

After I-T dept searches, Surat BJP
leader protests outside his residence

Vice-presidentofBJPSurat
unitPVSSarma. Express

Allahabad HC grants
bail to journalist
held over his tweets

SAGARRAJPUT
MUMBAI,OCTOBER22

THE MUMBAI Police have in-
formeditspersonnelandstaffthat
their salary accounts are being
transferred from Axis Bank to
HDFCBank.With 50,000 salary
accounts,Mumbai Policewas a
high-valuecustomerofAxisBank
since 2003. The annual police
salarybillinthestaterunsuptoRs
3,000crore.
In 2015, theOpposition took

on the then chief minister
Devendra Fadnavis for renewing
a five-year contract with Axis
Bank as hiswife Amruta held a
seniorpositioninthebank.When
contacted,JointCommissionerof
Police(admin)RajkumarVhatkar
said, “The decision was made
purelyonmerit.”
According to police sources,

personnelwere informedabout
theshifttoHDFCandaskedtoco-
operate with bank employees
whowould visit them individu-
allytoeffectthetransfer.

“Wehavebeenasked to sub-
mitourdocumenttobankofficials
inordertoopenanaccount;how-
ever,wehavenotbeentoldwhen
they will start depositing our
salaries into our new bank ac-
counts,”apoliceofficialsaid.
Sources in the department

said the contract of handling
salaryaccountsofMumbaiPolice
aswellashomedepartmentstaff
working for thepolice forcewas
withAxis Bank in2003. In 2015,
theagreementwasrenewedand
extendedtoJuly31,2020.

Theannualpolicesalarybill
in thestaterunsuptoRs
3,000crore. File

Mumbai Police to transfer salary accounts
of all personnel from Axis to HDFC Bank

Akbar defamation
case against Priya
Ramani sent back
to same judge

BALLIAFIRING

Karni Sena members ‘backing’
accused stopped in Azamgarh

AMILBHATNAGAR&
SOMYALAKHANI
GHAZIABAD,OCTOBER22

DAYSAFTERover230residentsof
a Ghaziabad village, who are
Valmikis,saidthattheyconverted
to Buddhism, UP Police on
ThursdayfiledanFIRagainst“un-
known persons" for allegedly
“spreading false rumours about
religiousconversion”.
MembersoftheValmikicom-

munityinKareravillagesaidthat
they converted to Buddhism in
the presence of Rajratan
Ambedkar, great-grandnephew
of Dr BRAmbedkar, onOctober
14.OnThursday,anFIRwasfiled
at Sahibabadpolice station after
acomplaintwasreceived froma
22-year-old “social worker”,
MontuChandel.TheFIRhasbeen
filed under IPC Sections 153-A
(promotingenmitybetweendif-
ferentgroupsongroundsof reli-
gion,race,etc)and505(whoever
makes,publishesorcirculatesany
statement, rumourorreport).
The FIR states, “Some un-

known persons and organisa-
tionsspreadfalserumoursabout
religious conversionof 230peo-
ple. The certificates issued in its
connectionbearnonameandad-
dress and there is no date of is-
suance,noristherearegistration
number. Anyone's name can be
written on it. There has been an

attempttoflarecaste-basedten-
sions as per a criminal conspir-
acy...”
RajratanAmbedkar said cer-

tificateswere issued to236peo-
ple by The Buddhist Society of
India, founded in 1955 by Dr
Ambedkar. The certificates bear
the signatureof Rajratan,who is
the organisation's trustee-man-
ager, and Bhadant Arya
NagarjunaSurai Sasai, chairman
of Dr Babasaheb Ambedkar
MemorialCommittee.
Hesaid,“Howcantheysayre-

ligious conversion in Karera on
October 14 is a rumour? I was
presentthere.ThereisaFacebook
Livevideoof theevent; thereare
photographs of the event.What
isthebasisof thisFIR?”
Sahibabad circle officer

KeshavKumar said, “We are in-
vestigating the allegations. The
certificatesonlybearthedateof
conversion. The allegation that
the documents are not authen-
tic will be investigated. No ar-
rests have been made in the
matter so far.”
Pawan, a resident of Karera

village, who used towork as a
housekeeping supervisor at an
apartmentcomplexuntilMarch,
had coordinated theOctober 14
event.Denyingallegationsmade
byChandel,hesaidthatreligious
conversion did take place on
October14, FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

Days after Dalits took up
Buddhism, they face FIR
for conversion ‘rumours’

TAKING STOCK
MaharashtraministerEknathShinde(left)assessescropdamagecausedbyrain inThane
districtonThursday. Deepak Joshi

New Delhi
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THE WRONG DOSE
Bymakingvaccineamanifestopromise,BJPinBihargives
aself-servingresponsetoagravepublichealthemergency

E
LECTIONMANIFESTOESARE notusuallyknownforprudenceortheirmeas-
ureduseof language.Yet, even intimeswhenpoliticalpartiesplaytosen-
timentsandraisefalseexpectationswithoutcompunctionintherun-upto
polls, the BJP’smanifesto promise for the Bihar assembly elections is re-
markable.Itspromiseof freevaccineagainstCOVID-19toevery“Biharwasi”

is not just another instance of poll populism— it’s an attempt tomanipulate the anxi-
etiescausedbythemost lethalpandemictohaveravagedtheworld inmorethanacen-
tury.Unionministerof finance,andseniorpartyleader,NirmalaSitharaman’sannounce-
ment—“thepeople of Biharwill get vaccination for freeonce theproduction in India is
on a large scale. This is our first poll promise asmentioned in themanifesto”— reeks of
desperation,andshowstheBJPtobecavaliertothedemandsofscienceorrequirements
of administrativeprotocols, and to theneed to respond to the stress sufferedby society
in thepast10months in largeandcompassionateways.
Sofar, theCentreandstateshavedoneagoodjobinpullingtogetherforCOVIDmanage-

mentandhavelargelyinsulatedtheprocessfrompolitics,whilesharingbestpractices.Inthe
pastmonth,PrimeMinisterNarendraModi,hiscabinetcolleaguesandthegovernment’smed-
ical research agencies have indicated that a policy todeliver the vaccine is in theworks.
Negotiationsareonwithvaccinemanufacturers;pricediscoveryisweeks,ifnotmonths,away,
giventhatnocandidatehasclearedthefinalhurdleyet.GivenIndia’spopulation,thegovern-
mentneedstosecureareasonablepriceformaximumpublicsafety;it isexpectedtobefree
forvulnerablesections,subsidisedforothersandtheprivatesectorisalsobeingropedin.Union
HealthMinisterHarshVardhanhas,rightly,cautionedthatthefirstlotmaynotbeavailableto
everyoneandhintedat the rudimentsof aprioritising strategy focusingonhealthworkers
andpeoplewithco-morbidities.Conversationsoverothercriticalissueslikethecostofacold-
chaininfrastructuretotransport,storeanddistributethevaccineareatanincipientstage—early
reports indicate thatCOVID-19vaccineswill need tobestoredat temperatures lower than
thoseofMMRandother traditional vaccines suchas theBCG.Howwill resourcesbemo-
bilised?Willitinvolvetheprivatesector,andinwhatcapacity?Suchquestionsareinextrica-
ble fromthoseof equityandtransparency invaccinedistributionandrequirediscussion.To
throwthecomplexmatterintothehustleandbustleofelectioneering,makingthevaccinea
pollsop,isaruderuptureinaconversationthathasonlyjustbegun.
BJP leaders’argumentthatthis is theequivalentof a“loan-waiver”announcement is

specious, at best. Unlike a targeted poll sop, a COVID vaccine affects the entire popula-
tion,notjustasection;itiscriticaltothehealthof individualsandthecommunity.Singling
outonestateasabeneficiary justbecause it isgoingtovote isbadscience,badpolitics—
andplainwrong.

PUSHING THE BOUNDARY
Pope’s remarksonsame-sexcivilunions illustratehowwork
of tolerancecansometimesproceedwithoutconfrontation

P
OPEFRANCISHASbecomethefirstpontiff toendorsesame-sexcivilunions.
Evenifenormouslysignificant,thismaynotbearadicalbreak—theRoman
Catholic church’s positions on homosexuality as “deviant” behaviour and
marriage as a sacramental union possible only between “a man and a
woman”remainunchanged.ButformillionsofhomosexualCatholics,who

thepopeacknowledged“havea right tobe ina family”, his remarks inanewdocumen-
tary film open up a breathing space. For the church, it is a nudge to bend the arc of its
practice toamoreexpansiveandaccommodatingviewof gay life.
Pope Francis’s tenure as pontiff has been near-revolutionary, and equally polarising.

Hehassoughttoclaimdivinegraceforeveryone,includingatheists;hehasofferedprivate
succour toa trans-coupleandcalled formercy forwomenwhochose tohaveabortions;
hehaspitchedthechurch intothedebateoverclimatechange,andcalledpollutionasin.
AsArchbishopofBuenosAires, too,hehadadvocatedalegalshieldforsame-sexcouples,
evenwhilebeingopposedtohomosexualmarriage.Sometimes, it is lawsthatpushsoci-
eties towardsdisruptive change; sometimes, institutionshave to catchupandacknowl-
edge shifts that have already takenplace.While homosexuality,with its defiant critique
of theheterosexual “norm”,unsettlesall shadesof conservativeattitudes, the ideaof the
individual’s inviolablerighttodeterminetheirdesires isnolongerpossibletovilify inthe
modernworld.Thepope’sremarksareapragmaticacceptanceofthat.Theyalsoillustrate
howtheworkoftolerancecansometimesproceedwithoutabrasiveconfrontation—sim-
plyacknowledgingpeople,withall theirdifferences,as“childrenofgod”canopendoors.
Despite a low-guilt pre-colonial history of sexual desire, India has only just about

taken the first steps in this battle for acceptance. A decades-longmovement culmi-
nated two years ago in a landmark Supreme Court decision that decriminalised ho-
mosexuality.Therearepetitions intheDelhiHighCourt thatseektoexpandtheSpecial
MarriageAct to includemarriagesof same-sexcouples. If thecourtshavebeenhardto
winover, thestruggle foracceptance inreligious institutionsandfamilies isgoingtobe
stiffer. For India, with a sizeable Christian population, the pope’swordswill send out
amuch-neededmessageandblunttheedgeofprejudiceformanymore.Forthatalone,
it is immenselywelcome.

FASTER IN IPL
Pacehasbeenall theragethis season, changinggames,

mockingpatternsandpredictions

A
DELIVERY THAT South Africa pacer Anrich Nortje bowled clocked
156.22kmph,thefastestacross13editionsoftheIndianPremierLeague.
At that speed, a batsman has around 0.4 seconds to react, the time it
takes to blink. In the same spell, against Rajasthan Royals, he touched
155.21kmphand154.74kmph, the secondand third fastest in IPLhis-

tory. The strapping South African is not alone in the pace race. His compatriot, Kagiso
Rabada,andEnglandbowlerJofraArcherhavebeenbowlinginexcessof150kmph.Jasprit
BumrahandLockieFerguson, too,have revveduptheirpaceandhostilityquotients.
The numbers, though, are inadequate to capture the essence of fast bowling. Few

thrills incricketcancomparetothesightofatearawayfastbowlerrunningintobowl.But
T20 had hitherto never truly appreciated genuine pace. Bowlerswhoweremasters of
taking the pace off the ballwere considered superheroes. For pace, even extremepace,
needs some guile to be effective. There is only a finemargin for error. The IPL batch of
2020havemarriedpacewithdisciplineandsmarts.
Pace can induce terror, collapse, indecision, even fear for life. Evenbatsmen likeVirat

Kohli andSteveSmith,whousually seemtohave somuch time towork in, are suddenly
soshortof timethat theyare induced intomaking last-minutedefensiveadjustmentsor
mistakes.Itcanchangegamesinaninstant—lastSunday,KolkataKnightRiders’Ferguson
demolishedSunrisers in a single spell of sustainedhostility. Fast bowlerswere expected
tostruggle,consideringtheheatandslownatureof thesurface.Butthat’swhatpurepace
cando. Itmakesamockeryofpredictionsandpatterns.

Politics of economics

Pratap BhanuMehta

Oppositionmustthinkharderaboutpoliticaleconomyof
protesttocounternewpoliticaleconomyofreform

WHATDOESINDIA’Spoliticaleconomylook
likeintheaftermathofaseriesofhigh-profile
economic reforms that the NarendraModi
governmenthasundertaken?Theeconomic
effectsofthesereformswillplayoutoverthe
long run. This piece is not an economic as-
sessmentofthesepolicies.Itisareflectionon
the political economy of theModimodel,
whichisnowacquiringsystematiccontours.
First, broadly speaking, macro-eco-

nomicstabilitymatters.But,politically, the
government remains convinced that infla-
tioncarriesseriouspolitical risks.This isgo-
ingtoremainacornerstoneofmacropolit-
ical economy.
Second, the relativebargainingpowerof

capital in relation to labourwill continue to
radically favour capital. This has been the
trend for the last two decades. In emerging
economies,therewillbearacetothebottom
as far as sensible protections for labour go.
Indonesia has, like India, gutted labour pro-
tections.Thepreviousregimeof labour laws
wasdeeplybrokenand it servedneither the
causeof capitalefficiencynorlabourprotec-
tion.So,itispoliticallypointlesstodefendthe
status quo. Politically, itwas easy to portray
the small section of the economy that has
protected labourasanaristocracy impeding
theprogressofotherexcludedlabourrather
thanasabulwarkagainstcapital.Butthemi-
grantlabourcrisisthrowsupanotherpuzzle.
The degree of hardship inflicted onmigrant
labour is still not showing up in any serious
politicalbacklash.Oneexplanationisthepol-
iticsof faith—likedemonetisation,thispun-
ishmenthasnotdeeplybrokenfaithinModi.
Buttheremaybesomethingdeeper:Thatmi-
grantlabourhasbeenalwayssoradicallydis-
enfranchisedinpoliticaltermsthattheyhave
little faith that any alternative dispensation
wouldhavedonebetterforthem.Sonopolit-
ical strikeagainstModi.
Third, inagriculture, theproblemissim-

ilar to labour—anyposition that simply in-
volvesdefending thestatusquo losespolit-
ical support.Whetherornot thesebillswill
result ingreaterprosperityfor farmers isan
openquestion. Itdependsonthefollow-up.
The political consequences of the agricul-
ture bills are far-reaching in a state like
Punjab whereMSP is very significant. But
the political effects will be largely concen-
trated in a few states like Punjab and

Haryana. Infact, forthosenot inagriculture,
the bills strengthen the government’s re-
formist credentials. Ideologically, it is not
easy for the Congress tomount an opposi-
tion to thebills, because theirpolicieswere
headed in the same direction, even if they
mighthavebeenmorenuanced.Also,noth-
inginthebillsprecludesthestatefromcon-
tinuingwithMSP. So, thewhole argument
will turn on convincing affected farmers of
the government’s intentions. The events in
Punjab could yet spiral into a crisis if not
handledwell. But there is little evidence of
anational opposition to thebills.
Fourth, state-capital relations. State and

capital relationswill remain very politically
cosy. Insignificantsectionsof Indiancapital,
thereisadeepcommitmenttotheHindutva
project. The government understands that
controloftheinformationorderrequirescon-
trol of capital; so it will superintend it.
Corruptionwill bemore structural rather
thantransactional.Thishastheadvantageof
beingabletomobiliseallthenecessaryfunds,
andyet at the same timegiving the impres-
sion that transactional corruptionhas come
down.Therearethreeareasofdiscretionthat
will continue tobe thesubjectof state-capi-
talnegotiations.First, there isnoevidenceto
suggestthatthechannellingofcreditwillnot,
atthemargins,continuetobedirectedtothe
favourite players. The Insolvency and
BankruptcyCodewasagoodlegislation.But,
asUrjitPatelarguedinOverdraft, thegovern-
mentundermineditsownlegislation,largely
it seems so that it could still exercise discre-
tion. So the political economy suggests that
we are not going to seemajor financial sec-
tor reformssoon.WithAtmanirbharBharat,
there ismorescopefornegotiationontariffs
indifferentsectors.Itwillbeinterestingtosee
if thesenegotiationsaregovernedbyaneco-
nomicorapoliticaleconomylogic.
Finally, this government is comfortable

withgreaterconcentrationofcapital.Thear-
gumentthatthereisaneedtocreatenational
championswho can leverage scalewill be
usedtojustifythedominanceoftheAmbanis
overtheIndianeconomytoapointthatisun-
healthy.Butcanthisnexusbeconvertedinto
apoliticalnarrativeofcorruption?Thisisgo-
ing to be difficult. In the previous anti-cor-
ruptionmovement,themediawascomplicit
in the campaign and it acquired plausibility

becauseofexistinghigh-profiletransactional
corruption. Structural corruption will be
harder toconvert intoapoliticalnarrative.
Fifth,thereisadeepeningofthenewwel-

fare state. Interestingly, theModi govern-
ment’sfocushereisonsixof thenewindica-
tors that the Oxford Multi-Dimensional
PovertyIndexusestosupplementtraditional
indicators of health and education. Cooking
fuel,water,sanitation,electricity,housingand
assets. These schemes have several political
advantages. These are vital initiatives. They
targetwomen,andarevisible.Therealques-
tioniswhetheroutcomesaretranslatinginto
results. For instance, theUjjwalaYojanawas
quite successful in reaching its target of the
number of newconnections. But, according
to government data, per capita cylinder use
under the scheme in 2019was 3.28 refills,
suggestingthatthegapbetweenthenumber
of connectionsandtheusageyouwouldex-
pect based on those connectionswas very
wide.But theseare thesixschemes tomon-
itorclosely.Weneedmoreobjectivescrutiny
of theseschemesof thekindMGNREGAwas
subject to under UPA. But a lotwill depend
uponwhether thegovernmentnarrativeon
these schemes canbe counteredwith some
realevidencethattheseschemesarenotde-
livering. From a political point of view, the
challengewillbethatwhilesomeofthegov-
ernment’sclaimsmayturnouttobeinflated,
willtheshortfallbesufficienttodemonstrate
government failure?
Finally, there is the political economy of

federalism that has come under immense
strainbecauseof GSTand thegovernment’s
encroachingonthestate’srightsinrecentleg-
islation.Buttheblunttruthisthat,inthefinal
analysis,thepotencyofthisfaultlinedepends
onthestates.If theBJPwinsBiharandBengal,
thepotentialof significant revolton federal-
ismissueswilldiminish.
Despite economic headwinds, it has not

beeneasytousetheeconomyasapointwith
whichtoattacktheModigovernment. Ithas
still positioned itself as a breaker of the sta-
tus quo. The oppositionwill have to think
more intelligently about the political econ-
omy of protest to counter the newpolitical
economyof reform.

Thewriter iscontributingeditor,
TheIndianExpress

State and capital relations
will remain very politically
cosy. In significant sections
of Indian capital, there is a
deep commitment to the
Hindutva project. The
government understands
that control of the
information order requires
control of capital; so it will
superintend it. Corruption
will be more structural
rather than transactional.
This has the advantage of
being able to mobilise all
the necessary funds, and
yet at the same time giving
the impression that
transactional corruption
has come down

FOUNDED BY

RAMNATH GOENKA

B E C A U S E T H E T R U T H I N V O L V E S U S A L L

§ §

THEINDIANEXPRESS,FRIDAY,OCTOBER23,2020

WORDLYWISE
Hope isnever silent.

— HARVEY MILKTHEEDITORIALPAGE

ArpanaCaur

NOT MERE PLOT NUMBERS
ByrelocatingNationalMuseumandIGNCA,weare lettinggoofourhistory,heritage

IN A RECENT newspaper article, I read how
architectural plans for the “other buildings”
undertheCentralVistaRedevelopmentproj-
ect—after theParliament—arebeing read-
ied, which includes the Indira Gandhi
National Centre for the Arts (IGNCA) and
NationalMuseum.
SinceMarch, I havebeen reachingout to

the government to express concerns of the
artistcommunityontherelocationofthetwo
cultural centres thathaveplayedsuchacru-
cialroleinthepromotionofartinindepend-
entIndia.Theircentrallocationattractshun-
dreds of art lovers, who can just saunter in
afterawalkintheIndiaGatelawns.Icallthem
themai-baap of Indian artists andmoving
themwouldsnatchtheseawayfromus.
Myownrelationshipwiththesetwoin-

stitutions goes back several years, when I
was around eight and used to stay on
CurzonRoad. Iwouldlookforwardtoweek-
endoutingswhenmymother (Ajeet Cour)
would take me boating at India Gate, fol-
lowed by a children’s film at Sapru House
or a visit to the National Museum to view
artefacts that introducedustotherichher-
itage of India. This was the 1960s, when
Delhi was still uncongested and innocent.
As a child, I was fascinated by the sheer
magnificence of the National Museum, its
round building with pillars, circular corri-
dors and sculptures. You entered like you

wereenteringatempleof art.Thecharmof
its magical courtyard, with life-size sculp-
tures and high-ceiling galleries, has not
worn off with time. I have seen visitors of-
feringflowerstothelyingVishnuinthecor-
ridor,othersmarvellingatthelife-sizedKali
andKuber sculptures near the entrance.
Ihavebeentherethousandsoftimes,but

Istillenterwithasenseofwonder.Iwillnever
forgetthebusloadsofschoolstudentsIinter-
actedwithwhenIwasexhibitingmyNanaks
in digital form early this year. Its collection
has also inspiredmuch of my ownwork—
from the Chola bronzes to the starving
Buddhasculpture fromTaxila. I have turned
totheminiatures inits famedgalleriessoof-
ten,ashavesomanyotherartists.Forme,itis
theKohinoorofmuseumsin India.
It is the samewith IGNCA, which was

Kapila Vatsyayan’s vision, who recently
passedaway.ShehadconceivedofMatiGhar
withsomuchaffection,andIamsureitwould
have hurt her to seewhat is being planned
now.Ihaveparticipatedinseveralexhibitions
of women artists here, including one dedi-
catedtoNirbhayain2014.Themajesticvenue
hashostedsomanyliteraryfestivals—mem-
orable exhibitions like “Kaal” (1991) and
SatishGujral’s retrospective(2017).
Theideaofusingthespaceforofficebuild-

ingsispreposterous.Therearemorethan600
treesattheIGNCA—includingDelhi’soldest

Molshree tree — andwe don’t know how
manyofthemwillberazed.Thearchitectin-
chargeof theprojecthasstatedthatmanyof
these trees haveoutlived their lives— that’s
the first time I amhearingof something like
that.We know of trees that have lived for
hundredsofyears—lookattheBodhitreein
Anuradhapura(SriLanka)andBodhgaya.
Under the new plan, the IGNCAwill be

shiftedtoanotherlocation,whiletheNational
MuseumwillmovetoNorthandSouthBlock,
which is a high-security area and so intimi-
dating. Our attempt should be to bring art
closertopeople,nottakeitfurtherawayfrom
them.Thefootfallsareboundtobenegatively
affected.Asartists,wearealsoconcernedthat
mostofthecollectionisnotdocumentedand,
therefore, there is no guarantee that every-
thingwillbeshiftedsafely.
InMarch,justafterthelockdown,theland

uselawswerechangedfrompublicandrecre-
ationalto“office”. It’s importanttoacknowl-
edgethisisalsoacultural landwithtwoma-
jor art institutions. During one of the
meetingsof architects I attended inMarch, I
wasratherappalledthatthesebuildingswere
mentioned as mere plot numbers. These
meanmuchmore to us. They belong to the
artists andby letting themgo,weare letting
goofourarthistoryandheritage.

Caur isa leadingcontemporaryartist

The idea of using the space
for office buildings is
preposterous. There are
more than 600 trees at the
IGNCA — including Delhi’s
oldest Molshree tree — and
we don’t know how many of
them will be razed. The
architect in-charge of the
project has stated that many
of these trees have outlived
their lives — that’s the first
time I am hearing of
something like that. We
know of trees that have
lived for hundreds of years
— look at the Bodhi tree
in Anuradhapura
and Bodhgaya

ENCOUNTERS IN AP
AFTERAFAIRLY long spell, newsof bloody
“encounters” between the police and ex-
tremists have started emanating from
TelanganadistrictsofAndhraPradesh.The
police headquarters in Nalgonda con-
firmed two encounters in the district, re-
sulting in thedeathof fiveNaxalites, in the
last fortnight.Thetwoencountersoccurred
within an interval of a week — the first at
MatchineellaBavi10kmfromNalgondaon
October 5 and the second at Suryapet on
October 13. Three persons died in the first
encounterandtwostudents in thesecond.
An attempt was made by Express News
Service to find out the facts behind these

instant “face-to-faceclashes”anddiscover
the reasons behind the re-emergence of
the encounter phenomena. But the effort
met thesameend, figurativelyspeaking, as
the Bhargava Commission that inconclu-
sivelywoundup itsenquiry intopoliceex-
cesses in the state two years ago.

HOSTAGE RELEASE
AMEMBEROFtheparliamentarycommis-
sion inTehran,which isproposingthecon-
ditions for the release of the American
hostages, said itwouldprobablyannounce
its termsonSundayandif theUSmetthem,
thecaptivescouldbe freedonMonday.The
prediction, which was greeted with cau-

tion by diplomats here, came from
Hojatoleslam Moussavi Kho’ini, one o f
sevenmembersof thespecial commission
set up by the Majlis (parliament) three
weeks ago. “Probably in theMajlis session
on Sunday ,” Hojatoleslam told Reuters.

IRAQ CONSOLIDATES
IRAQI INVADERSBATTLINGagainst snipers
anddug-inmachine-gunnersconsolidated
theirgriponthewar-ravaged Iraniancities
of Abadan and Khorramshahr. Iran
admitted for the first time that Iraqi
units had seized locations within
Khorramshahr, capturing the city’s prison
and a city bridge.

OCTOBER 23, 1980, FORTYYEARSAGO
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WHATTHEOTHERSSAY
“US efforts to cut Iran off from the rest of the world in the midst of the pandemic
are cruel. So is Iran’s refusal to release political prisoners.” —NEWYORKTIMESTHE IDEASPAGE
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Priscilla was always
conscious of the injustice of
apartheid, but it hit her in a
deeply personal way when
the beloved home that had
been in their family for three
generations was bulldozed
after Westcliff was declared a
White area under the
notorious Group Areas Act.
They later realised that a
precious family heirloom —
a photograph of her
great-grandfather with
Mahatma Gandhi — was
lost somewhere in the rubble
of the destroyed home

FORANYONEWHOwishes tounderstand
the complex interplay of nutrition, food
systemsandfarmers’welfare, the insights
shared by PrimeMinister NarendraModi
on World Food Day are a crash course
worth taking.
One of themost important highlights

fromthe speechwas the focuson thepro-
ductionofmillets,alsonowknownas“nu-
tri-cereals”.Givingexamplesofnutri-cere-
als like jowar, bajra and ragi, PMModialso
shared how the Food and Agriculture
Organisation(FAO)hasendorsedIndia’scall
fordeclaring2023asthe“InternationalYear
ofMillets”. He spoke at length about how
thegovernmentisincentivisingtheproduc-
tionofnutri-cerealstoincreasetheintakeof
diverseandnutritiousdiets, improve their
availabilityinmarketsandbringbenefitsto
small andmedium farmers, who are the
maincultivatorsof coarsegrains.
The threemajormillet crops currently

growinginIndiaarejowar(sorghum),bajra
(pearlmillet)andragi(fingermillet).Along
withthat,Indiagrowsaricharrayofbio-ge-
netically diverse and indigenous varieties
of “smallmillets” like kodo, kutki, chenna
and sanwa. Major producers include
Rajasthan, Andhra Pradesh, Telangana,
Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, Maharashtra,
GujaratandHaryana.
High indietary fibre,nutri-cereals are

a powerhouse of nutrients including
iron, folate, calcium, zinc, magnesium,
phosphorous, copper, vitamins and an-
tioxidants. They are not only important
for thehealthygrowthanddevelopment
of children but have also been shown to
reduce the risk of heart disease anddia-
betes in adults.
Usuallygrownbysmallandpoorfarm-

ersondry, low-fertile,mountainous, tribal
andrain-fedareas,millets aregood for the
soil,haveshortercultivationcyclesandre-
quire less cost-intensive cultivation. These
uniquefeaturesmakemilletssuitedforand
resilienttoIndia’svariedagro-climaticcon-
ditions.Moreover, unlike rice andwheat,
millets are not water or input-intensive,
makingthemasustainablestrategyforad-
dressing climate change and building re-
silientagri-foodsystems.
In the 1960s before the Green

Revolution,milletswereextensivelygrown
and consumed in India. Indian Council of
Agricultural Research data shows that ba-
jraconstitutednearly46percentofthecrop
production as opposed to 13 per cent for
riceinthekharifseason.Similarly,chickpea
stood at 42 per cent for the rabi season
against ameasly 4.3 per cent for wheat.
With the Green Revolution, the focus,
rightly so,was on food security and high-
yieldingvarietiesofwheatandrice.Anun-
intended consequence of this policywas
thegradualdeclineintheproductionofmil-
lets. Unfortunately, millets were increas-
ingly seen as “poor person’s food” in con-
trast to the consumer perception around
morerefinedgrainslikericeandwheat.The

cost incentives provided via MSPs also
favouredahandfulof staplegrains.
In parallel, India saw a jump in con-

sumer demand for ultra-processed and
ready-to-eat products, which are high in
sodium, sugar, trans-fats and even some
carcinogens. This needwas againmet by
highly-refinedgrains.Contrarytothepop-
ular belief, this phenomenonwas not re-
stricted to urban areas.With the intense
marketingofprocessedfoods,eventheru-
ral population started perceiving mill-
processed rice andwheat asmore aspira-
tional.Thishasleadustothedoubleburden
ofmothersandchildrensufferingfrommi-
cronutrient deficiencies and the astound-
ingprevalenceofdiabetesandobesity.
To address this situation, a multi-

pronged strategy has been adopted for
the promotion of nutri-cereals by the
Modigovernment.
The first strategy from a consumption

and trade point of viewwas to re-brand
coarsecereals/milletsasnutri-cereals.Asof
2018-19,millet production had been ex-
tendedtoover112districtsacross14states.
Second,thegovernmenthikedtheMSP

of nutri-cereals,which cameas abigprice
incentive for farmers. Aswe compare the
data onMSPs for food crops from2014-15
against 2020,we see that theMSP for ragi
has jumped awhopping 113 per cent, fol-
lowedbybajraandjowarat72percentand
71 per cent respectively.MSPs have been
calculated so that the farmer is ensured at
least a 50 per cent return on their cost
ofproduction.
Third,toprovideasteadymarketforthe

produce, theModi government included
millets inthepublicdistributionsystem.
Fourth, theMinistry of Agriculture &

Farmers’WelfareisrunningaRs600-crore
scheme to increase the area, production
and yield of nutri-cereals. With a goal to
matchthecultivationofnutri-cerealswith
local topography and natural resources,
thegovernmentisencouragingfarmersto
align their local cropping patterns to
India’s diverse 127 agro-climatic zones.
Provision of seed kits and inputs to farm-
ers,buildingvaluechainsthroughFarmer
Producer Organisations and supporting
themarketabilityofnutri-cerealsaresome
ofthekeyinterventionsthathavebeenput
inplace.
Andfinally,theMinistryofWomenand

ChildDevelopmenthasbeenworkingatthe
intersectionofagricultureandnutritionby
setting up nutri-gardens, promoting re-
search on the interlinkages between crop
diversityanddietarydiversityandrunning
a behaviour change campaign to generate
consumerdemandfornutri-cereals.
As the government sets to achieve its

agenda of amalnutrition-free India and
doubling of farmers’ incomes, the promo-
tionof theproductionandconsumptionof
nutri-cereals seems to be a policy shift in
therightdirection.Insteadofworkinginsi-
los,thismulti-ministerialpolicyframework
is a strategic move towards building an
AtmanirbharBharatwhichresonateswith
the global call for self-sufficiency and sus-
tainabledevelopment.Forourpart,wecan
beginthe janandolanbytakingsmallsteps
towards choosing healthier foods, which
aregoodfortheenvironmentandbringeco-
nomicprosperitytoour farmers.

Thewriter isassistantdirector,Harvard
SchoolofPublicHealth-IndiaResearch

Center.Viewsarepersonal

“TELLMYPEOPLEthatIlovethem.Theymust
continuethefight.Mybloodwillnourishthe
tree that bears the fruits of freedom.” These
werethelastwordsofSouthAfricanfreedom
fighter SolomonMahlangu, recorded byhis
lawyerPriscillaJana,beforehewashangedon
April6,1979.
Mahlangu’swords,whichbecamearally-

ingcryinSouthAfrica’sfreedomstruggle,are
the opening words of Jana’s biography,
Fighting forMandela (2016). In the introduc-
tion of the book, she describes her utter de-
spairthatdespiteworldwideprotestsandpe-
titions from the United Nations and
international leaders, the apartheid regime
went on to execute the youngman. Priscilla
spentthenightbeforetheexecution,praying
andweepingwithMahlangu’s family.
When we received news of Priscilla’s

deathonOctober10,IthoughtofMahlangu’s
wordsandhowtheycouldbeadaptedtode-
scribePriscilla’s life.
Priscillawasalarger-than-lifecharacterin

South Africa’s anti-apartheid struggle. Best
knownasahumanrightslawyer,shewasalso
an underground operative for the African
NationalCongress(ANC),amemberofSouth
Africa’s first democratic parliament, South
African ambassador to theNetherlands and
Ireland, Deputy Chairperson of the South
AfricanHumanRightsCommissionandanac-
tivist forchildren’srights.
I lovedPriscillaasa family friendandad-

miredherasacourageoushumanrightsac-
tivist. She transcended ethnic, religious and
political boundaries and carved a unique
place in South Africa’s pantheon of anti-
apartheidheroes.
Priscilla was born Devikarani Priscilla

Sewpal intheWestvillesuburbofDurbanon
December5,1943.Aftershecompletedhigh
school in Durban, Priscilla’s father, Hansraj
Sewpal, wanted her to studymedicine in
Scotland, but Priscilla’s independent, some
would say stubborn, temperamentwas al-
ready evident. Shedemanded to go to India.
Her fatherwas in regular correspondence
with Indira Gandhi aftermeeting her on a
passing visit to Durban in 1942. He sent a
telegram toher asking for help. In Priscilla’s
words:“Myeducationwasthusarrangedper-
sonallybyIndia’s futureprimeminister.”
In1963,PriscillatravelledtoIndiatostudy

atSophiaCollegeforWomeninBreachCandy,
Mumbai.Sheconfessestofeelinglikeanalien:
“I hadn’t come tomy roots after all. I wasn’t
goingtofit inandbeacceptedhereanymore
thanIhadbeeninSouthAfrica. Iwasneither
fromtheWestnortheEast.”Despite feelings
of displacement, shemade good friends in
Indiaandledanactivesociallife.Shemetand
fellinlovewithafellowSouthAfricanstudent,
RegJana,andmarriedhimsoonaftertheirre-
turnhome in 1965. Thenewlymarried cou-
plemadetheirhomeinJohannesburgsuburb,
Lenasia,designatedfor Indians.
The 1970s saw the rise of the Black

ConsciousnessMovement and Priscillawas
oneofthemanyyoungSouthAfricansdrawn
into its orbit. She attended ameeting ad-

dressedbythecharismaticSteveBiko,arising
politicalstarwhopreachedunityamongblack
people. “I listened to his definitions andwas
amazed. All of us there in that hallwere op-
pressed and suffering. Therewasnoneed to
fumblewith our identities. Indians likeme
couldtotallybeapartof this.”
Priscillawas always consciousof the in-

justiceofapartheid,but ithither inadeeply
personalwaywhen the beloved home that
hadbeenintheirfamilyforthreegenerations
wasbulldozedafterWestcliffwasdeclareda
WhiteareaunderthenotoriousGroupAreas
Act. They later realised that aprecious fam-
ily heirloom— a photograph of her great-
grandfather withMahatma Gandhi —was
lost somewhere in the rubble of the de-
stroyedhome.
Priscillasawhermother’sspiritdestroyed

bythelossof theirhomeanditstrengthened
herresolvetostudylawratherthanmedicine.
“Asa lawyer Iwouldnot justberepresenting
peopletreatedbadly:Iwouldfeelitallalong-
sidethem.”
“ThisismylawyerPriscillaJana.Sheisalso

mydaughter.”Thisishowmymother-in-law
Albertina Sisulu introducedme to Priscilla
duringmyvisittomyfuturein-lawsinMarch
1986.FromthetimeWalterSisuluwasincar-
ceratedonRobbenIslandinJuly1963untilthe
release of Jongumzi Sisulu inMarch 1990,
therewasalwaysat leastonememberof the
Sisulufamilyinprisonordetentionthrough-
out the tumultuous 1980s. Priscilla repre-
sentedthemall.
I took issuewith the title of Priscilla’s bi-

ographybecausealthoughshefamouslyrep-
resentedNelson andWinnieMandela, the
Sisulus,Mbekis and other prominent politi-
cal families,manyof thepeoplesheactedfor
werestrugglinganddestitute.Priscillafought
ferociouslyfortherightsofherclients.Shehad
noqualmsaboutconfrontingthesecuritypo-
liceandshepaidaheavyprice for it. In1979,
shewasservedwithaBanningOrder,aperni-
cious restriction that prevented the banned
person fromattending large gatherings and
forcedthemtoreportperiodically toadesig-
natedpolicestation.Thatdidnotstopherfrom
continuingherworkaspoliticalrepressionin-
creasedinthe1980s.

One day, Priscilla arrived at her office to
findafive-month-oldbaby.Priscillawasrep-
resentingthebaby’sfather,PopoMolefe,one
oftheaccusedinoneofthemajortreasontri-
alsof1980.Destituteandontherunfromthe
securitypolice,themother,PhindaHashe,had
left thebabywithPriscilla indesperation.By
the timeMolefewas released from jail after
fouryears, heandPhindawereno longer to-
gether.RecognisingthatlittleTina(namedaf-
ter Albertina Sisulu) was so attached to
Priscillaandherhusband, thebiologicalpar-
ents allowed her to remainwith Priscilla.
Whenshewas16,Tinawasformallyadopted
andbecameAlbertina JanaMolefe, in touch
withallherparentsandacceptingofhercom-
plexhistory.
Tinagrewuptobeanaccomplishedyoung

womanwho opted for a diplomatic career.
One of Priscilla’s proudest moments was
Tina’s marriage, a few years ago, to Frank
Chikane, the son ofMoss Chikane,whohad
beenoneof theco-accusedwithMolefe.The
couplemarriedaccordingtoHinduritesbya
priestbroughtfromIndiabyPriscilla.Isatnext
to Phindawho spoke about howproud she
was of Tina and appreciative of the way
Priscillahadraisedher.Ofcourse,therewasa
senseof loss—butalsoof immense loveand
generositybetweenthetwomothers.
AsIsatinthatroom,heavywiththehisto-

riesof painand lossexperiencednotonlyby
PriscillaandPhinda,butalsomanyofthefor-
mer activists andpolitical prisoners present
there, I felt that Tina and Frank, the two ac-
complished youngAfricans,whose parents,
bothadoptedandbiological, had suffered so
much,representedatriumphoverthetrauma
ofthepastandthebestofanewSouthAfrica.
Priscilla Jana continued to speak truth to

powerinpost-apartheidSouthAfrica.Shede-
cried the fact that SouthAfrica continues to
be one of themost unequal countries in the
world.Aswegrieveherdeparture,allwecan
say isHamba kahle, qhawe lamaqhawe. (Go
well, hero of heroes).May she rest in peace
andherlegacyliveon.

Sisulu,awriter,humanrightsactivistand
politicalanalyst, is theauthorofWalterand

AlbertinaSisulu:InOurLifetime

AN ANTIDOTE
THISREFERSTOthearticle, ‘Theanswer
is fraternity’ (IE October, 22).
Understanding the significance of the
word “fraternity” becomes evenmore
important in the current scenario—re-
pletewith communal issues andvitriol
against fellow citizens. One needs to
searchforcommongroundandperson-
alitieslikeKabirandMeerabai,whotran-
scendedthenarrowboundariesof their
timeandshunnedconstructsofreligion
orcastewhichdividepeople.

SarthakSonwalkar,Ujjain

TOO LENIENT
THISREFERSTO the article, ‘The fault is
not in our stars’ (IE, October 22).While
the depiction of our society in its true
colours is righton themark, thebenefit
of thedoubt given toBollywoodstars is
toogenerous.

BShubhada,via email

DIGITAL JUSTICE
Thisreferstothearticle, ‘Nosoftwarefor
justice’ (IE, October 22). Technology is
shapingeveryaspectofourlives.Noarm
of the government can shy away from
adopting technological solutions to tra-
ditional and contemporary challenges.
The judiciary in Indiawasmeasured in
theadoptionof technology in its every-
dayfunctioning.Ittookapandemictore-
alisethepotentialofinexpensivewidely-
useddigitalcommunicationtoolstohear

cases.Aphysicalcourtroomisirreplace-
able,butvirtualhearingcanbereserved
forroutinecases.

SudipKumarDey,Kolkata

NO REFORM
THISREFERSTOtheeditorial, ‘On larger
stage’ (IE, October 22). Itmaybenoted
that the Punjab farmbills offer little in
termsof reforming themarkets. If it re-
allywants to support farmers andwin
theargumentontheissue,theCongress
governmentshouldmakethe function-
ingof themandis transparent andnon-
exploitative. A legally-enforceableMSP
won’t precludedistress sale unless the
Centreandthestatesworkintandem.

SSPaul,Nadia

LETTERS TO THEEDITOR

THETRUECHARACTERof astate isperhaps
bestexposedby its choiceof enemies. In its
latest strike, the entire might of the state
has converged on an 83-year-old Jesuit
priest,whohasdevotedhis life tostruggling
with themostoppressedamongthe Indian
people — the Adivasis — against corporate
andstatepower.Thegovernment leavesno
doubtaboutwho itdespisesand fears.And
who it standswith.
Father Stan Swamy has been jailed, af-

ter investigation, first by the Pune police,
and thenby India’spremier counter-terror
task force, the National Investigation
Agency,ongravechargesof treasonandter-
ror, of being a Maoist, being actively in-
volved in violent Maoist enterprises, and
receiving its funds, part of a larger sinister
Maoist Bhima-Koregaon conspiracy.
Anticipating his arrest, he recorded a

statement two days before the police
picked him up.What is happening to him,
he reflects, is not unique. Prominent intel-
lectuals, lawyers, writers, poets, activists
and student leaders have been arrested —
all for one reason. That they publicly dis-
sentwith thepoliciesof thegovernment. “I
am happy to be part of this,” he declares,
because “I amnot a silent spectator”.
All those who know him are struck by

thestubbornandsteely strengthof convic-
tion of this ageing priest, his indomitable
courageandhis love for thepoor.Oneofhis

influences is the Brazilian Catholic
Archbishop Helder Camara, who said,
“WhenIaskwhytheyarepoor, theycallme
a communist”.
I met him two years earlier, as part of a

solidaritydelegationduringajourneyof the
Karwan-e-Mohabbat to Jharkhand, shortly
after he had first been raided and investi-
gated for thisconspiracybythePunePolice
inAugust2018.WemethiminBagaicha, the
centre near Ranchi he had established for
research and trainingAdivasi youth.
Hespoketousofhisworkandstruggles.

Jharkhand, he said, is a rich land compris-
ing of very poor people. From coal to gold,
wehaveit.Thosewhoexploit Jharkhandre-
turnenriched,buttheAdivasiresidentsonly
becomeevenmorepauperised.Hehascare-
fully documented the monstrous profits
made by big corporations, and the ines-
timablepricethatpeopledependentonthe
land and forests pay. “If you have sensitiv-
ity anda conscience,” he said, “youhaveno
optionbut to takesideswith thosewhoare
suffering, and resisting.”
He spoke of the manner in which land

was acquired at dirt prices for the Adani
power plant in Godda, and how the bull-
dozers destroyed the standing crop. Adani
Power signed in 2016 an agreement with
Bangladesh to build a 1,600 MW power
plant inGodda. Jharkhand. The coalwould
be imported from Adani’s mines in

Australia. He told us how environmental
clearances were hastily rammed through,
farmers did not get their due and how
forestswere ravaged.
It is adversaries as powerful as these

that Swamy and the young Adivasis, who
hestands inunflinchingsolidaritywith, are
fighting. Is it a surprise then thathe is seen
asadangerousenemyof thisgovernment?
Inhiswordstous, “If youquestionthis form
ofdevelopment,youareanti-development,
which is equal to anti-government, which
isequal toanti-national.Asimpleequation.
This is why the government calls me a
Maoist, although Iamcompletelyopposed
toMaoistmethods, andhavenothing todo
with them”.
It is not just Swamy.He researchedand

found that large numbers of Adivasi and
Dalit youthhadbeen jailed for years, again
charged as Maoists — in Jharkhand, there
were more than 3,000. They had fought
their illegal and brutal displacement, but
by peaceful means, and by appealing to a
rangeof constitutionalprovisions, laws,and
theSamata judgmentof theSupremeCourt
that theownerof the landwillbetheowner
of minerals therein, all of which the gov-
ernment had disobeyed. With Sudha
Bhardwaj, he co-convened the Persecuted
Prisoners Solidarity Committee and filed a
petition in the JharkhandHighCourt seek-
ing their release. Both of them are now in

jail, with little prospect of an early release.
Join the dots.
In the first raid onhis centre, around40

police-persons overran his green campus.
They spent threehours searchinghis small
and sparsely furnished room and confis-
catedhis laptop,phone,musiccassettesand
documents.Thenextday, localnewspapers
announcedthathewaspartofaplottomur-
derPrimeMinisterNarendraModi.Thesec-
ondroundwasbypersonnelof theNIA,who
interrogated him for 15 hours. After his ar-
rest,hewas flowntoPune.Hewassent into
a crowded jail, unmindful thatwithhis age
and illnesses, he would be especially vul-
nerabletoCOVID-19.At83,hisbodyhasbe-
gun to show the ravages of age and a life of
austerity.Parkinson’sdiseasehasset in.His
hand trembles as he picks up a cup. But his
spine—bothphysicallyandmetaphorically
— is upright andunbending.
In the video he recorded before his ar-

rest, hedeclaredquietly, “I amready topay
the price, whatever it is.” In another coun-
tryoranother time,hewouldbeanational
hero, celebrated as a rolemodel for young
people.He isolder thantherepublicwhich
he fights to defend. For him, the love of his
country and the love of his religion is the
love of its poorest people.

Mander is ahumanrights
activist andwriter

StanSwamyhasstoodwiththeoppressed.Thestateconsidershimanenemy

In another time, a rolemodel
HarshMander
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Go well, hero of heroes
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CORONAVIRUSDASHBOARD

THENUMBERof active casesof coro-
navirusinfectioninthecountryisnow
morethan3lakhlowerthanthepeak
that was reached in the middle of
September.Thetotalis7.15lakhactive
cases now; at its peak, it had crossed
10.17 lakh. There have
been only five days
since September 17
when new infections
detected have ex-
ceeded the number of
recoveries.
Wednesday saw

one of the biggest de-
clines in active cases.
About 56,000 new
cases were detected
whilealmost80,000patientswerede-
claredtohaverecovered.
Almost half this reduction has

comefromMaharashtra,wheretheac-
tive cases have declined fromover 3
lakhtolessthan1.6lakhnow.
In relative terms, the biggest drop

has happened in Andhra Pradesh

whichhasseenitsactivecasesgodown
by almost 70% in the last one-and-a-
halfmonths.Thestatehadmorethan
one lakhactivecases in the firstweek
ofSeptember,whichhassteadilycome
downtojustabout32,000now.Forthe

last oneweek, Andhra
Pradesh has been con-
tributing less than
4,000caseseveryday,a
big improvement from
the days itwas report-
ingover10,000newin-
fectionsdaily.
Inthelastoneweek,

active cases have de-
clined in everymajor
state except Delhi and

West Bengal. EvenKerala, the fastest
growing state right now, has seen a
smalldropintheactivecasesinthelast
week. Bihar,whichhas sloweddown
considerablyinthelastone-and-a-half
months, has also seen a slight rise in
theactivecasesduringthistime.

AMITABHSINHA

Maharashtra drives steep fall
in active cases across country

CORONAVIRUS
COUNT

COVID-19PATIENTSwho
have vertebral fractures
are twice as likely to die
fromthedisease, accord-
ingtoastudypublishedin
the Endocrine Society’s
Journal of Clinical
Endocrinology &
Metabolism.
Vertebralfracturesoc-

curwhen thebonyblock
in the spine collapses.
Whilevertebral fracturesare typically
causedbyosteoporosis, such fractures
can lead toseverepainanddeformity,
theyareprevalent inCovid-19patients
too—andcan influencedisease out-
comes,theresearcherssaid.
The researchers studiedX-rays of

114Covid-19patients,and
detected thoracic verte-
bralfracturesin35%.These
patientswere older and
more affected by high
bloodpressure andheart
disease. Theyweremore
likely to need ventilators
and twice as likely to die
compared to thosewith-
out fractures. The death
ratewashigherinpatients

withseverefractures.
A simple thoracicX-ray candetect

these fractures, and the researchers
suggestedthatanevaluationshouldbe
performed inCovid-19patients at the
timeofhospitaladmission.

SOURCE:ENDOCRINESOCIETY
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Vertebral fractures in Covid-19
patients double risk of death

OVER THE last sixmonths, the benchmark
SensexandNiftyregainedmostof thelosses
they had taken in February andMarch. But
onekeysector—banking—continuestotrail
significantlyatthestockmarkets.Whileit is
oneof thekeysectorsthathasnotyetrecov-
eredto itspre-Covid levels,does it throwup
an investment opportunity, or is there a
deeper issue thesector is suffering from?

THEUNDPERFORMANCE:OnWednesday,
the Sensex at the Bombay Stock Exchange
closed at 40,707, which is almost the same
levelasthe40,723ithadclosedatonJanuary
31. Among the sectoral indices, several sec-
tors have gonewayabove their January lev-
els.WhileITandhealthcareindicesareupby
38%and41%respectively,theTeckindexisup
26 per cent. Several other sectoral indices
such as auto, FMCGand consumerdurables
arewithin6%oftheirJanuary31closinglevel.
The two big underperformers are the

bankindexandfinanceindex,downrespec-
tively by21%and19% fromtheir January31
levels.Besides,metal,powerandtelecomin-
dices tooaredownbetween10%and15%.

Whyarebanks lagging inperformance?
Barring sectors that catered to essential

goods and services, the pandemic and the
lockdown hit all other sectors of the econ-
omyinvaryingproportionsbetweenMarch
and June.While the relaxation in the lock-
downledtorevivalofeconomicactivityand
consumptiondemandacrossvarioussectors
beginningJune-July, theimpactof thestrin-
gent lockdown has beenmuch deeper on
small businesses, newenterprises, jobsand
income levels of both the salaried and the
self-employed.Many feel it is going to hurt
thebanksover thenextcoupleof quarters.
The six-monthmoratorium allowed by

the RBI ended on August 31, and that will
mean borrowerswhowere shielded from
paying their EMIswill nowhave to resume
themonthly repayments.With businesses
hit, jobslost,andincomelevelsshrunk,mar-

ketexpertsfearthatbanksmaywitnessarise
indelinquenciesandnon-performingassets
(NPAs)inthequarterendingDecember2020.
This fear is keeping investors away from

banks. In fact, the share of equity allocation
bymutual funds to the banking sector has
declined from 24.4% in February 2020 to
17.8% inSeptember.
TheCEOof a largemutual fundsaid that

asconcernsremainoverarise inNPAs, fund
managers have not been putting fresh
money intobanksandare instead investing
insectorssuchasIT,pharmaandtechnology.
Thereductioninfreshallocationof fundsby

institutional investors has kept the share
priceof banksundercheck.

But, is thereawindowofopportunity for
investors?
In January, the price-to-earning (PE) ra-

tio for the Sensexwas 25.6; in October, it is
around29.Thismeans that theSensex isal-
readytradinginamoreexpensivezonethan
it was in January. By contrast, while the PE
ratio of thebank indexat BSE stoodat 32 in
January, it is currently hovering around 21.
Thismeans that the PE ratio of the bank in-
dexisstillmuchlowerthanitwasinJanuary,

orthatthestockpriceofbanksislowerinre-
lation to their earnings, and hence there is
possibilityof a rise in their shareprice.
Fundmanagers feel thatwhile there are

someconcernsonaccountofNPAs, thesec-
tor isundervaluedandthrowsupanoppor-
tunityforinvestors.WhiletheCEOofalead-
ingfundhousesaidthatsmartinvestorshave
started taking a position in banking stocks
and sector specific schemes, several fund
housesareadvising their investors to invest
in sectoral funds focusingonbanks.
“WebelievethatSIPs(systematicinvest-

ment plans) should be started in sectors
whichareundervalued.Atthispointintime,
we believe the banking and infrastructure
space is undervalued and hence, investors
witha3-5-yearhorizonshouldconsiderSIPs
insuchfunds,”saidSankaranNaren,EDand
CIOat ICICIPrudentialAMC.
It is also important to note that if and

when the NPAs start rising, there will be a
trendwhere good bankswill get separated
from thosewith aweaker quality of assets.
Thatwill result in a rise in the sharepriceof
better-runbankswith better quality assets.
There is a broader sense among fundman-
agersthatifoneinvestsingoodbanksforthe
next two to three years, there is a high pos-
sibilityof goodreturnsbeingmade.

Whatelseshould investorsconsider?
The credit growth for scheduled com-

mercial banks has been under pressure for
sometimenow.Havingalreadyslippedinto
singledigitsbeginningAugust2019,itweak-
enedfurthersincethepandemicandimpo-
sitionof lockdown,asbankshavebeentread-
ingverycautiouslyas towhothey lendto in
timesofeconomicdistress.Forthemonthof
August2020,theyear-on-yearcreditgrowth
slowedto6%,thelowestsinceOctober2017,
when itgrewby5.9%.
Experts say, however, that this can’t re-

main low forever andwill eventually rise
overthenextfewquarters.Andwhenitdoes,
therewill be fastergrowth forbanks.
WhileabitofNPAsispartofthebusinessof

banking, it is important tonotethat investors
shouldnotbasetheirinvestmentdecisiononly
onNPAs.Whentheeconomyrevivesandstarts
witnessing private sector investment, the
bankingsectorwillbeoneof thebiggestben-
eficiaries. Investorsmustbecareful,however,
abouttheirdirectstockpickingandlookforthe
ones that are adequately capitalised, have a
strong retail bookandhave traditionallyhad
sustainedlowerlevelsofNPAs.
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A FACTION of the Kerala Congress (Mani),
ledbyparty founderKMMani’s son JoseK
Mani,becameapartnerof theCPM-ledLeft
Democratic Front (LDF) on Thursday, a
week after it had broken away from the
Congress-led United Democratic Front
(UDF).Theswiftdecisiontotakeinthefac-
tionledbyJose,aRajyaSabhaMP,wastaken
inviewofupcoming localbodyelections.
All this also continues a decades-long

trendoftheKeralaCongresssplitting,thenew
groups splitting again, andmerging. Each
such eventhas given rise to local satraps in
Central Kerala,where theparty’smany fac-
tionswieldtheirinfluence.

All the KC groups
The Kerala Congress was founded in

1964fromasplitintheCongress.Following
a scandal in 1963, Chief Minister R Sankar
removedHomeMinister P T Chacko, who

diedin1964.FifteenofChacko’scolleagues
ledbyKMGeorge toppled Sankar in ano-
confidence motion. George and R
Balakrishna Pillai formed Kerala Congress
with the backing of Mannath
Padmanabhan, giving the upper caste
Hindu Nair community a foothold in the
primarilyCatholicparty.
The first cracks in Kerala Congress de-

velopedover leadership in1977, following
George’sdeath. Pillai parted ways with
Mani, launched KC(B), andmoved to the
Left. In 1979, Mani pulled away with P J
Joseph to formKC (Mani).Mani joined the
LDF government in 1980, but toppled it in
1982, shifting to UDF. By then, Josephwas
with the Congress. Later (1982-87), the
Mani,PillaiandJosephgroupswouldallbe
intheUDF.Infact, in1985,allthreemerged
back into Kerala Congres, but in two years
JosephandManiwouldsplitagain.Pillaire-
mainedwithJosephuntil1989,whenhere-
vivedKC(B). In1989,JosephlefttheUDF;in
1991,he teamedupwithLDF.
ThenextsplitwasinKC(M),whenMani

loyalistTMJacobformedKC(Jacob)in1993.
In the 1990s, P C Thomas, son of the late
Chacko, emerged as a prominent figure in
theMani camp, but differences arose as
Mani sought to promote his son. Thomas,
then a Lok SabhaMP,was ousted from the
party in 2001; he formed Indian Federal
DemocraticParty(IFDP)andwentontobe-
comeaminister in theNDA.
In2003,PCGeorgesplitwithJosephand

formed KC (Secular). Two years later,
Thomasmergedhis IFDPwithKC(Joseph).
Bythen,GeorgehadwoundupKC(Secular)
andreturnedtoMani’sKC(M).
TheMani and Josephgroupsmerged in

2010, after Joseph ending his two-decade
linkswith the LDF. But, within the Joseph
camp, P C Thomaswas against themerger
and formed KC (Anti-merger)with Scaria
Thomas,andcontinuedwithLDF.Later,they
respectively formed KC (Thomas) and K C
(Scaria Thomas). P C Thomas eventually
movedtoNDA,andScariaThomastoLDF.
In2016, formerMPFrancisGeorge, son

of the late K M George, floated KC

(Democratic),andjoinedLDF.Meanwhile,P
C George parted ways with Mani and
formed Kerala Janapaksham (Secular).
Following KMMani’s death, Francis re-
turnedtotheJosephcamp,whileafewoth-
erskeptKC(D)alivewithinLDF.

Christian party & dynasts
Except for a few leaders from theNair

community,allKCfactionshavebeendomi-
nated by Christian leaders, particularly
Catholics, their vote bankbeing farmers of
Kottayam, Idukki, Ernakulam and
Pathanamthitta.Splitshaverestrictedthefac-
tionswithin the boundaries of their con-
stituencies,which in turnhas limited their
politicalintereststonursingandretainingthe
seats.ThishelpssomeKCleadersweatherany
politicalturmoilduringanyelection.
Dynasty rule is evident in all KC groups

except the Joseph faction;most splits have
happenedhappenedoverdenialof seatsor
poststoprominentleadersortheirprotégés.
Jose KMani’s bid to take control of the

partyafterhisfather’sdeathlastyearledto

arevolt,andnowasplit. In2001,PCThomas
was ousted from theMani group after he
questionedthepromotionof Jose,whobe-
came anMP in 2009while his father re-
mained anMLA. AfterMani’s death, there
was abid to give thebypoll ticket to Jose's
wifeNisha.
KC(B) hasbeen reduced to a father-son

affair after Balakrishna Pillai handed over
thereinstosonKBGaneshKumar.Afterthe
death of TM Jacob in 2011, his son Anoop
hastakenoverKC(Jacob).AfterthedeathK
Narayana Kurup, who represented the
HinduNair section, his son N Jayaraj took
over and is now a legislator with the Jose
faction. KMGeorge’s son Francis too had
floated KC (Democratic), but has now re-
turnedto the Josephgroup.

The split & after
In the dispute between the Joseph and

Jose groups, both sides have claimed sup-
portof theKC(M)rankand file, but, Joseph
is themore popular and influential leader.
After Jose raisedhis revolt, the Joseph side

hasseenmoreseniorleaderssuchasFrancis
George, Johny Nelloor and Joseph M
PuthusseryjoiningtheUDF.Thefirsttestof
their cloutwouldbehowmanyseats their
respectivenomineesgetfromUDFandLDF
in thecivicbodyelections.
Jose has been often blamed for lack of

political acumen, although he is planning
toridehis father’spopularity.Pala, theseat
nurturedbyKMManifordecades, issignif-
icantforbothLDFandUDF.Theincumbent
MLA,Mani C Kappan, of LDF partner NCP,
has said hewould not surrender it. To se-
cure his future, Jose faces the challenge of
notonlygettingtheticketbutalsowinning
theseat.TheCPM’sdecisionwouldbecru-
cial andcouldpossiblygo in favourof Jose,
considering thestakes involved.
By roping in the Jose faction, the CPM

hopestowinmoreseatsfromCentralKerala
andretainpowerin2021,buckingthetrend
of alternate governments. Crucial to this
wouldbe Jose’s ability tobring theKCvote
bank to LDF, considering that its voters are
traditionallypro-UDF.

Should you invest in bank stocks?
Thebankingsectorhasnotyetrecoveredfromthepandemicblow.Istherestillaninvestmentopportunity?
WhileconcernsoverNPAsremain, fundmanagersbelievethesectorholdsoutpromiseinthelongterm

MOHAMEDTHAVER
MUMBAI,OCTOBER22

THEMAHARASHTRAgovernmenthaswith-
drawn“general consent” given to theCBI to
probecasesinthestate.Thismeansthecen-
tralagencywillhavetogetconsentfromthe
stategovernment for every case it registers
inMaharashtra.

WhatkindsofcasesistheCBIinvolvedin
atastatelevel?
ThreeCBIdivisionsinvestigatedifferentcat-

egoriesofcases.TheAnti-CorruptionDivision
investigatescasesagainstpublicservantsun-
derthecontrolof thecentralgovernment, in-
cluding those inpublic sector undertakings;
cases against public servantsworkingunder
stategovernments,whichhavebeenentrusted
totheCBIbythestate;andseriousdepartmen-
tal irregularitiescommittedbytheabove.
The EconomicOffencesDivision investi-

gates financial crimes, bank frauds,money
laundering, illegalmoneymarketoperations,
andgraft inPSUsandbanks.
TheSpecialCrimesDivisionhandlescases

of conventional nature such as offences re-
lating to internal security, espionage, nar-
cotics, antiquities, murders, dacoities/rob-
beries, and cheating amongothers. It is this
unit that has taken over the Sushant Singh
Rajputcase.

WhathasledtoMaharashtra’sdecision?
The state government waswary about

the Special Crimes Division taking over the
probe into the alleged scamover television
ratingpoints(TRP)beinginvestigatedbythe
Mumbai Police. On Tuesday, the CBI took
overasimilar case registeredbyUPpolice.
Maharashtra Home Minister Anil

Deshmukh said the state government be-
lieved the CBI was a professional and pre-
mier investigating agency, but felt it could
act under political pressure. One reason for
thestate’sanxietywasthewayinwhichthe
SushantSinghRajputcasewastakenoverby
theCBI.

WillthedecisionimpacttheCBIprobein
theSushantSinghRajputcase?
No.Themovewillnotimpactcasesthatthe

CBIisalreadyinvestigating.

CantheTRPcasestillgototheCBI?
Oneof the grounds for handing over the

RajputcasetotheCBIwasthatMumbaiPolice
hadn’tregisteredanFIR(becausetheinvestiga-
tionpointed to suicide). This cannot apply in
theTRPcase,inwhichMumbaiPolicehasreg-
isteredanFIRandarrestedeightpersons.
Republic TVArnabGoswami Editor-in-

Chief had earlier approached the Supreme
Court to transfer the probe to the CBI. The
SupremeCourt, however, asked him to ap-
proachtheBombayHighCourt. Infuture,ifthe
SupremeCourt asks theCBI to take over the
MumbaiPoliceinvestigationintotheTRPcase,
thestategovernmentcannotrefuse.However,
theSupremeCourtwillhavetobeconvinced
aboutthereasonswhytheCBIshouldtakeover
theMumbaiPolicecase.

Whataboutkeycasesbeingprobedbythe
theNationalInvestigationAgencyandthe
EnforcementDirectorate?
TheNIAhas jurisdiction across the coun-

tryanddoesnotneedspecialpermissionfrom
state governments. This iswhy theNIAwas
able to take over the BhimaKoregaon case
withoutthestate’sconsent.

TheED is probing themoney laundering
aspectoftheirrigationscam,inwhichDeputy
CMAjit Pawar faces allegations. Thiswill not
be impactedbythestategovernment’s latest
decisionas theEDconducts its probesunder
thePMLAandFERAAct,whiletheCBIdrawsits
powers from the Delhi Police Special
EstablishmentAct.

HowwillthisimpacttheCBI’sday-to-day
functioning?
Thedecisionwill increasework for both

theCBIandthestategovernment.Everytime
theCBI catches any central government em-
ployee takingabribe, itwill need to seekap-
provalfromtheMaharashtragovernmentbe-
fore registering a case. The Maharashtra
government toowill be burdenedwith ap-
provalrequests.
In a recent judgment (Ramesh Chandra

SinghandanothervsCBI),however,theCalcutta
HighCourthadobserved:“Thecourt isof the
viewthatthecentralgovernment/CBI’spower
to investigate andprosecute its ownofficials
cannot be in anyway impededor interfered
bythestateeveniftheoffenseswerecommit-
tedwithintheterritoryof thestate.”

WhatMaharashtramovemeans for CBI probes
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WHATHASRECOVERED,WHATHASNOT

Sensex isbackatnearly thesamelevelasat theendof January.ExpressArchive

BSEINDICES 31JAN2020 21OCT2020 CHANGE(%)
Sensex 40,723 40,707 -0
Bankex 35,289 27,969 -20.7
FInance 6,846 5,575 -18.6
Power 1,899 1,638 -13.7
Telecom 1,178 1,042 -11.5
Metal 9,494 8,534 -10.1
Consumerdurables 26,147 24,505 -6.3
FMCG 11,641 11,001 -5.5
Auto 18,161 17,813 -1.9
Teck 7,911 9,982 26.2
IT 15,871 21,943 38.3
Healthcare 13,957 19,748 41.5

The long history of Kerala Congress splits & factions, fromMani to son

INDIAACTIVECASES 715,812

WORLDTOTALCASES
41,396,754

Source:JohnsHopkinsUniversity,
updatedat11pmonOct22

INDIATOTALCASES
7,706,946

Source:MinistryofHealth&Family
Welfare,updatedat11pmonOct22

Note: TheOct21 figure in this graph isbasedon thegovernmentupdateonOct22
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DELHI JAL BOARD: GOVT. OF NCT OF DELHI
OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER (D)

VARUNALAYA PHASE-II: KAROL BAGH
NEW DELHI-110005

STOP CORONA
“WASH YOUR HAND” “WEAR MASK” “MAINTAIN SOCIAL DISTANCING”

Applications are invited for filling up the post of Law Officer on deputation in Delhi Jal
Board in the PB-3 of Rs.15600- 39100 plus Grade pay Rs. 7600/- (Pre-revised) from
the eligible officers. Last date of receipt of application is will be the date of completion
of 60 days from the date of publication of this advertisement in “Employment News”.
The eligibility criteria and application format can be downloaded from Delhi Jal Board
website i.e. “www.delhijalboard.nic.in”

Sd/-
ASSTT. COMMISSIONER (D)

ISSUED BY PRO (WATER)
Advt. No. J.S.V. 197(2020-21)

SHAJUPHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
OCTOBER22

THEKERALApoliceonThursday
registeredacaseagainstseniorBJP
leader and former Mizoram
Governor Kummanam
Rajasekharanandothersinacom-
plaint of financial cheating al-
legedly involvinghis formerper-
sonalassistant.
Thecasewasregisteredonthe

basis of a complaint by C R
Harikrishnan, a native of
AranmulainPathanamthittadis-
trict. The complainant said that
Rajasekharan’s former personal
aide,Praveen,andanotherperson
named Vijayan had allegedly
pocketedRs28.75lakhbyprom-
ising tomakehimapartner in a
businessventure.
Thepolicehaveregisteredthe

FIR under IPC Sections 406 and
420,arraigningPraveenasthefirst

accusedandRajasekharanas the
fifth.OthersnamedintheFIRare
Praveen’s business partner
Vijayan, hiswife Krishaveni and
BJPNRIcellchairmanHarikumar.
Callingthecasepoliticallymo-

tivated,Rajasekharansaid,“Idonot
knowanythingaboutthefinancial
dealings. The police have regis-
tered theFIRagainstmewithout
conductingapreliminaryprobe.”
According to the FIR,

HarikrishnanhadgivenRs35lakh
to Praveenwhen Rajasekharan
was theGovernor. As theprom-
ised venture did materialise,
Harikrishnandemandedhis in-
vestment back, but Praveen and

hispartnerVijayan,ofKollamkode
inPalakkad,allegedlyfailedtore-
turntheamount.
According to the complaint,

Harikrishnan approached BJP
leaders for a mediation.
Subsequently, the complaint
states, theduoreturnedRs6.25
lakh,ostensiblyat theinterven-
tion of BJP NRI cell chairman
Harikumarandother roundsof
mediation.
Harikrishnan,inhiscomplaint,

saidhewasapproaching thepo-
licesincePraveenandVijayanre-
fused to return the remainingRs
28.75lakhdespiterepeatedinter-
ventionsoverthelasttwoyears.
Rajasekharan said, “The

CPI(M)istryingtopoliticallycap-
italise the issue... The proposed
venturewas envisaged tomake
paper cottonmix, as a substitute
for plastic. As it is pro-environ-
ment,Ihaveonlyencouragedthe
concept–Ihaven’taskedanyone
toinvestmoney.”

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, OCTOBER22

TWODOCTORSfromJawaharlal
NehruMedicalCollege (JNMC),
who were asked to leave
AligarhMuslimUniversity,have
beencalledbackafter twodays
of termination.
One of the doctors, Dr

AzeemMalik, had earlier told
The Indian Express that the FSL
report in the Hathraswoman’s
caseheld“novalue".Hehadal-
leged that he andhis colleague
were “terminated” because
they spoke to themedia about
the crime.
Along with Dr Malik, Dr

Obaid Haque’s appointment
was also rejected by the hospi-
tal. Dr Haque had attested the
woman’smedico-legal report.
On Thursday, AMU

spokesperson Omar Peerzada
said: “As per requirement put
forwardby theCMO in-charge,
Dr Malik and Dr Haque have
been called back to offer serv-
icetothehospital.Wearegoing
through challenging times be-
causeof thepandemicandneed
doctors.”
An official at the hospital

said, “The JNMChasCovid facil-
ityandweneeddoctorsbecause
another medical officer took
leave recently. The two have
been appointed for another
month; wewill see if there’s a
requirementafter that.”
DrMalik andDrHaque told

The Indian Express that they
havenotreceivedanorderfrom
the hospital about their
services.
DrHaquesaid:“Iwastoldto

gohome,butyesterdaymysen-
ior called up and told me to

cometothehospital.Hesaidhe
needs to take leave due to
health issues; I told him I can’t
come to the hospital without
the V-C’s order, but he re-
quested that I takehis place for
the day and promised that our
seniors would take us back. I
haven't receiveda joining letter
yet, but I went and completed
myduty.”
Earlier, citingtheFSLreport,

state ADG (Law and Order)
Prashant Kumar had told the
mediathatthe19-year-oldDalit
womanwasnot raped.
DrMalik had, however, told

The Indian Express: “The sam-
ples for FSL were collected 11
days after the woman was
raped, while the government
guidelines strictly say forensic
evidence can only be found up
to 96 hours after the incident.
This report can’t confirm rape

in this incident.”
OnTuesday, thetwowereis-

sued letters, signedbyCMOin-
charge Dr S A H Zaidi, which
stated, “This is to inform you
that as directed by Vice-
Chancellor, Prof Tariq
Mansoor...yourappointmenton
the post of Medical Officer,
Emergency & Trauma, JNMCH,
is rejected with immediate ef-
fect. Therefore, you are re-
questednottoperformanyfur-
ther duties.
While the doctors alleged

they were told to go because
theyspoketothemedia,Shafey
Kidwai, member in-charge of
public relations at AMU, said:
“The university has not sus-
pendedanydoctorforgivingin-
terview related to the Hathras
incident to the media...f CMO
recommends their extension,
theuniversitymayconsider it.”

SUSHANTKULKARNI
PUNE,OCTOBER22

THELONG-AWAITEDthird-gen-
erationAnti-TankGuidedMissile
(ATGM),Nag, successfully com-
pleted its final user trial at
PokhranrangeintheThardesert
in the early hours of Thursday.
Nagisnowonestepclosertobe-

ing inducted into the Army fol-
lowingitssuccessfulwinterand
summer user trials in 2019,
Defence Research and
Development Organisation
(DRDO)officials said.
A statement from the

MinistryofDefence said: “With
thisfinalusertrial,Nagwillenter
the production phase. Themis-
silewillbeproducedbyDefence

PublicSectorUndertaking(PSU)
BharatDynamicsLimited(BDL),
whereas Ordnance Factory,
Medakwill produce the NAM-
ICA(NagMissileCarrier).”
Thursday's trial was the lat-

estinaseriesofmissiletestscon-
ductedbytheDRDOoverthelast
one-and-halfmonth.Thesemis-
sile tests, according to officials,
will continue for for sometime.

Mahoba:A 19-year-oldwoman
was allegedly gang-raped by
three men after attending a
Navratri event inMahoba dis-
trict, police saidonThursday.
The incident took place on

Wednesday night when the
teenagerwasreturninghomeaf-
terattendinganaartiofGoddess
Durga for the nine-day festival
andwasabductedandrapedby
the threeaccused,police said.
Superintendent of Police

Arun Kumar Shrivastava said,
“Thecaseofrapehascometoour
notice. Police acted promptly
and all the three accused have
beenarrested.”Theaccusedtook
her to a secluded place behind
her house and rapedher, the SP
said. Theaccusedwerearrested
onWednesday night itself and
thegirlhasbeensent foramed-
ical examination. PTI

Ex-Mizoram Governor, others
booked in cheating case

Politically
motivated
case,says
seniorBJP
leader
Rajasekharan

Returning home
from Navratri
programme in
UP, 19-yr-old
‘gangraped’

Nag anti-tank missile completes final
user trial in Pokhran, to enter production

HATHRASCONTROVERSY

Two days after termination, AMU
doctor duo called back to service
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Online Tenders are invited against TR-32/2020 for- Procurement of 220/132/33 KV,200MVA Power
Transformer, TR-33/2020 for- supply of all materials and complete construction of 132KV 2Phase-
2Wire transmission lines for RTS Katangi, RTS Ishnagar, RTS Simariyatal alongwith
construction/shifting of 132KV feeder bays at corresponding substations of MPPTCL on turnkey basis.
TR- 34/2020 for- Various types of Steel Sections. TR- 35/2020 for- all material and construction of
various 132KV transmission line feeder bays & 2nd circuiting of transmission line (83.3Km 132KV line,
38No. feeder bays, 158 Km.2nd circuiting), (In MP East).TR-36/2020 for- all material and construction
of various 220/132KV transmission line, feeder bays & 2nd circuiting of transmission (92 Km
transmission line,43 No. feeder bays,83Km. 2nd circuiting, (In MP West) for further details please visit
our website.e-mail-mptransco@nic.in

MADHYA PRADESH POWER TRANSMISSION CO. LIMITED
Block No.3, Shakti Bhawan, Rampur, Jabalpur - 482 008

Phone:(0761)270-2264, 2179, 2164, 2140, 2135, 2134 Fax:0761 2665593

//SAVE ENERGY// Chief Engineer (Procurement)

DELHI JAL BOARD: DELHI SARKAR
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (SOUTH) IV
O.H.T O.l.A Ph-ll: OPPOSITE GOVIND PURI: NEW DELHI-20.

e-mail: eesouthiv498@gmail.com/Tel. 011-26388976

Press N.l.T. NO: 23 S-lV (2020-21)

Further details in this regard may be seen at (https://govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in)
ISSUED BY P.R.O. (WATER) Sd/- (Rajeev Kumar Gupta)
Advt. No. J.S.V. 199 (2020-21) EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (SOUTH) IV

S.
No

Name of work Estimated
Cost

(in Rs.)

Date of release of
tender in

e-procurement solution

Last date/time of
receipt of tender through
e-procurement solution

1. Providing laying internal D.I. water distribution system in Shaheen Bagh(Abul
Fazal Enclave Part-II) in Okhla Constituency AC-54 under EE(South)IV

8,03,61,502/- 2020_DJB_195852_1
21.10.2020

26.11.2020
up to 3.00 pm

"STOP CORONA; Wear Mask, Follow Physical Distancing, Maintain Hand Hygiene"

1. Name of the work 'Hiring of Truck capacity 09 MT to carry Railway
material to various sheds/shops/depots and to
any destination within Indian Territory & back to
Electric Loco Shed, Ghaziabad, Qty. 3,37,000 KM
for 24 months'.

2. Approx. Cost of work Rs. 1,12,14,840

3. Earenst Money to be
deposited

Rs. 2, 06,100

4. Cost of Tender Document Rs. 5,900

5. Last Date & Time of Submisson of tender bid
of tender

13.11.2020 (11.00 hrs.)

6. Date & Time of opening of tender document 13.11.2020 (11.30 hrs.)

7. Website particulars where complete details of
tender doucments can be seen

www.ireps.gov.in

1.

PR.NO. 234779 Higher Education,Technical Education and Skill Development Department(20-21):D

Department of Higher, Technical Education and Skill Development
Government of Jharkhand, Ranchi

ADADVERVERTISEMENTTISEMENT
InInvitavitation of online application of online application ftion for the posor the post of Vice Chancellor,t of Vice Chancellor,

Jharkhand UniverJharkhand University of Tsity of Technologyechnology, Ranchi, Ranchi
The Search Committee constituted in accordance with the Jharkhand University of

Technology Act, 2011 for recommending a panel of names for the post of Vice Chancellor,
Jharkhand University of Technology, Ranchi invites online application from interested eligible
candidates having scholarly pursuit, academic interest, administrative ability and other
desiredqualifications.

All the instructions and link regarding submissionof online application are availableon
websitehavingURLwww. jharkhanduniversities.nic.in sd/-

Joint Secretary,
Department of Higher, Technical Education and

Skill Development, Govt. of Jharkhand-
-Cum- Co-ordinator, Search Committee

Àff½fÊªfd³fIY ³fe»ff¸fe Àfc¨f³ff
Àf½fÊ Àff²ffS¯f I û Àfcd¨f°f dI ¹ff ªff°ff W` dI ³fe¨fZ dQE ¦fE d½f½fS¯f A³fbÀffS dQ³ffaI
27.10.2020 IYû ´fif°f: 11.00 ¶fªfZ Sf. Aü. ´fidVf. ÀfaÀ±ff³f ³f¦fe³ff IZ ´fifa¦f¯f ¸fZÔ MS
ÀIi` ´f £fb»fe ¶fû»fe õfSf ³fe»ff¸f dI ¹ff ªff³ff W`Ü BÀfd»fE Àf·fe B¨LbI ¶fû»feQf°ff ÀfaÀ±ff³f
¸fZÔ ÀIi` ´f I f d³fSeÃf¯f dQ³ffaI 26.10.2020 IYû ´fif°f: 10.00 ¶fªfZ ÀfZ Àff¹f: 5.00
¶fªfZ °fI ÀfaÀ±ff³f ¸fZÔ AfI S I S ÀfI °fZ W`Ü ¶fû»fe IZ d³f¹f¸f ½f Vf°fÊZÔ ¶fû»fe »f¦f³fZ ÀfZ ´fc½fÊ
ÀfaÀ±ff³f ¸fZÔ ¶f°ff Qe ªffE¦feÜ W./-

´fi²ff³ff¨ff¹fÊ
Sf. Aü. ´fidVf. ÀfaÀ±ff³f

³f¦fe³ff
´fÈâfaI -784 dQ³ffaIY: 21.10.202083342/HRY

Letter No. 3296 Date: 20.10.2020
e-Procurement Notice

Name of the work :- Building Works
Total No. of works :- 01 (One) Nos.
Approx. Estimated Cost :- Rs. 233.63 lakhs
Class of Contractor :- “A” “B” Class of Contractor
Periode of Completion :- 12 (Twelve) Months

For Details can be seen from the Government website: www.tendersorissa.gov.in

Procurement Officer Bid Identification No. No of works Availability of tender Online for bidding Date & Time of
Opening of TenderFrom To

1 2 3 4 5 6
Rural Works Division-I, Nabarangpur EERWNGP-Online-08/2020-21 01 (One) Nos. 05.11.2020 at 10.00 AM 23.11.2020 up to 3.00 PM 24.10.2020 at 11.00 AM

Sd/-
Executive Engineer,

Rural Works Division, Nabarangpur
OIPR-25092/11/0008/2021

Government of Odisha
Office of the Executive Engineer

Rural Works Division, Nabarangpur
e-mail-eerwngp@redifmail.com, Phone No. 222023O-487

3883/HP

HIMACHAL PRADESH
JAL SHAKTI VIBHAG
NOTICE INVITING TENDER

The Executive Engineer Jal Shakti Division Sarkaghat on behalf of
Governor of Himachal Pradesh invites the items rate bids in electron-
ic tendering system and in 2 cover system for the following works
from eligible Government Contractors/Firms registered with Jal
Shakti Vibhag. The detail of works is as under:-
1. Name of Work:-Providing Sewerage Scheme to Sarkaghat Town
zone in Tehsil Sarkaghat Distt. Mandi H.P. (SH:-Providing Sewer line
for House connection and C/O manhole chamber size
0.90x0.90x0.90 in left out area of Zone-C) . Estimated Cost:- Rs.
1,01,45,004/- Earnest Money: 133950/- Cost of Tender Form :-Rs.
1500/- Time limit:- Six Months.
KEY DATES:-
I. Date of online publication. 20.10.2020 at 5.00 PM.
II. Downloading of e-tender documents. 20.10.2020 to 02.11.2020

up to 4.00 P.M.
III. Last date of submission of e-tender 02.11.2020 up to 4.30 P.M.
IV. Last date for Physical submission of Earnest Money and cost of

tender documents etc. 03.11.2020 up to 11.00 A.M.
V. Date of Technical Bid opening and evaluation 03.11.2020 at

11.30 A.M.
VI. Date of Financial Bid opening. To be announced separately.

Bidding documents can be down loaded from the Website
http://hptenders.gov.in. the document downloaded from the site
should not be tempered and if any such tempering is detected
before or after the opening of bids, the bidder shall be penalized
and blacklisted. Other terms and condition shall remain same as
given in the bid document which can be seen on the website. The
Executive Engineer reserves the right to reject any tender or all ten-
ders without assigning any reasons.

Executive Engineer,
Jal Shakti Division, Sarkaghat

HIM SUCHNA AVAM JAN SAMPRAK3883/HP

New Delhi
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PAKISTAN

GovttoBritain:
DeportNawaz
fromLondon
Islamabad:Pakistanhasre-
quested theUKfora third
timetodeport formerPM
NawazShariffromLondon
toservehisprisontermin
the country after being
sentenced in corruption
cases, according to ame-
dia report on Thursday.
Sharif,oustedfrompower
in 2017 by the Supreme
Court on corruption
charges, is in London for
medical treatment. A let-
terforhisdeportationwas
handedovertotheBritish
HighCommissioner here
threeweeksago,Dawnre-
ported.Theletterhascited
Britain'sownimmigration
lawsof 1974underwhich
any person sentenced to
imprisonment of more
than four years had to be
deported. PTI

NawazSharif

TOPOFTHE
WORLD

THAILAND

Emergency
decreecancelled
tocalmprotests
Bangkok: Thailand's gov-
ernment Thursday can-
celledastateofemergency
forBangkokafter theem-
battledPMsuggested the
gesture to cool massive
student-ledprotestsseek-
ing democracy reforms.
The revocation of the
emergency decree was
published in the govern-
mentgazette,andtookef-
fectatnoonThursday.PM
PrayuthChan-ochawent
onnational television on
Wednesday night to ap-
peal to pro-democracy
protesterstoreducepolit-
icaltensionsandpromised
to lift the emergency
measure. AP

POLAND

Topcourtrules
againstabortion
forbirthdefects
Warsaw: Poland’s top
courthas ruled thata law
allowing abortion of fe-
tuseswith congenital de-
fects is unconstitutional.
Thedecisionbythecoun-
try's Constitutional Court
on Thursday effectively
bans terminating preg-
nancies in cases where
birth defects are found
andwill further limit ac-
cesstoabortions.Therul-
ing came in response to a
motion from right-wing
lawmakers who argued
that terminating a preg-
nancydue to fetal defects
—themostcommonrea-
son cited for legal abor-
tions inPoland—violates
aconstitutionalprovision
thatcallsforprotectingthe
lifeofeveryindividual.AP

MICHELLELPRICE
WASHINGTON,OCTOBER22

AFTERMEETING lastmonth in
perhapsthemostchaoticdebate
in modern history, President
Donald Trump and his
Democratic rival, JoeBiden,will
take the stage Thursday to give
it anothergo.
The bar to improve upon

theirlastprime-timemeetingis
low:Theirfirstdebatewaspunc-
tuated by frequent interrup-
tions,mostly fromTrump, leav-
ing the twomen talking over
eachotherandBideneventually
tellingthepresidentto“shutup”.
A planned second debate

didn't happen after the presi-
dent was diagnosed with the
coronavirus and refused topar-
ticipateinavirtualformat.Biden
andTrumpinsteadparticipated
in dueling town halls on com-
peting televisionnetworks.
Thursday’sdebatemarksthe

candidates’secondandfinalface-
to-facemeeting, with Election
Daylessthantwoweeksaway.
Afterviewersofthelastpres-

idential debate bemoaned the
moderator'sin-
abilitytocutoff
the candidates'
microphones,
thenonpartisan
Commissionon
Presidential
Debates re-
sponded with
an announce-
mentthisweek
thateachcandi-
date's micro-
phonewillbeturnedoffwhilehis
opponentgivesatwo-minutean-
swertoaninitialquestiononeach
debate topic. After those initial
replies,themicrophoneswillstay

onduringopendiscussion, leav-
ing it likely therewill still be lots
of crosstalkduringrebuttals.
Since the last debate, Trump

was diagnosedwith andhospi-
talised for Covid-19. The
Republicanhascastthevirusand
his own infection in positive
terms, resumed holding large
campaignralliesandattackedthe
government'stopinfectious-dis-
easeexpert,Dr.AnthonyFauci.
Biden, who has portrayed

the Trump administration's re-
sponseasanabjectfailure,regu-
larlywears amask, holds small
in-personcampaigneventsand
releaseshisCovid-19testresults,
whichsofarhavebeennegative.
Followinga summermarked

byprotestsacrossthecountryover
racialinjustice,Trumphasrepeat-
edlyportrayedhimselfasagreater
champion for Black Americans
thanBiden iswhileemphasizing
a law-and-order theme.Butdur-
ing the lastdebate,Trumpgavea
reluctantanswerwhenaskedifhe
wouldcondemnwhitesuprema-
cists, andhe refused to outright
condemnafar-rightfascistgroup,
insteadtellingthemto“standback
andstandby”.

Biden,
who fre-
quently ac-
knowledges
systemic
racism, has
accused the
president of
encouraginga
rise of white
supremacy
and armed
militias,while

Trump casts Biden as responsi-
ble for helping sendmillions of
BlackAmericans to prisonwith
a 1994 crime lawwhen Biden
wasasenator. AP

DonaldTrumpspeaksatarallyatGastoniaMunicipalAirport inNorthCarolina.AP/PTI

LALITKJHA
WASHINGTON,OCTOBER22

FORMER US president Barack
Obama delivered a diatribe
against his successor Donald
TrumponWednesday,accusing
him of mismanaging the pan-
demic, as he appealed to the
people to come out and vote in
favour of Democratic presiden-
tial candidate JoeBiden.
Jumping into the electoral

campaign in support of his for-
mervicepresidentBidenandhis
runningmate Senator Kamala
Harris, Obama appealed to the
peopletodefeatTrumpandelect

the Biden-Harris team on
November3.
"They have a plan for the

economy and the coronavirus
pandemic," Obama said in his
maiden campaign appearance,
assertingthatthe"Biden-Harris
teamwill bring character and
leadershipbacktogovernment".
“Wecannotaffordfourmore

years of this, Philadelphia,"
Obama said in his blistering at-

tack against Trump, which is
quiteunusual fora formerpres-
identagainstanincumbentone.
“The idea that this White

House has done anything but
screw this up is just untrue,"
Obamasaidatadrive-in rally.
“Tweeting at the television

doesn't fix things. Making stuff
up doesn't make things better.
You'vegottohaveaplan.Welit-
erally left this White House a
pandemicplaybook...Theyprob-
ablyused it topropupawobbly
table somewhere,"hesaid.
Referringtoarecentnewsre-

portthatTrumpmaintainsabank
account in China, the formerUS
president said, "He's got a secret

Chinese bank account. How is
thatpossible?Canyouimagineif
I had had a secret Chinese bank
accountwhen Iwas running for
re-election. You think Fox News
might have been a little con-
cerned about that. Theywould
havecalledmeBeijingBarry."
“DonaldTrumpisn'tgoingto

protectus.Hecanbarelytakethe
basic steps to protect himself. If
he'd actually beenworking the
wholetime,itneverwouldhave
gotten thisbad,"Obamasaid.
Describingitasthe"mostim-

portant electionof the lifetime",
Obamaurgedhiscountrymento
gooutandvoteandnottobecom-
placentliketheydidin2016. PTI

US intelligence
agencies say
Iran, Russia have
tried to interfere
in 2020 election

AGENCIES
TORONTO,OCTOBER22

JUSTINTRUDEAU'S Liberal gov-
ernmentavoidedbeingtoppledin
aconfidencevoteWednesdayaf-
teramajorityofParliamentmem-
bersvotedagainstaConservative
motiontocreateaspecialanti-cor-
ruptioncommittee.
TheLiberal governmenthad

declaredthemotiontobeamat-
terof confidence.
Trudeau's Liberal partywon

re-electionlastyearbutdoesnot
have a majority of seats in
Parliament andmust rely on at
leastoneoppositionpartytore-
main in power. The leftist New
Democrat party andGreenpar-
ties votedwith thegovernment
toavoidanelection.
“Itwas about paralyzing the

government in themiddle of a
pandemic,"LiberalHouseleader
Pablo Rodriguez said of the at-
tempt tocreate thecommittee.
Rodriguez had said themo-

tionwouldallowtheopposition
to pull Cabinet ministers from
their work and require them to
testify "dayafterday."
New Democrat leader

Jagmeet Singh in announcing
that his party would vote with
the government said the party
wants to focus onwhat Canada
needsduring thepandemic.
Liberal House leader Pablo

Rodriguez,inchargeofnegotiat-
ing with other parties, wel-
comedtheendofwhathecalled
a ridiculous and abusive
Conservativemotion.
“Parliament chose to back

Canadians rather than political
games,”hetoldreporters,saying
he hadmade no concessions to
theNewDemocratstowintheir
support. Both parties compete
forthesamecenter-leftsegment
of theelectorate.
Liberalswouldwin35%pub-

licsupportandtheConservatives
31%ifavotewereheldtoday,are-
sult that could produce another
minority Liberal government,
said Frank Graves, president of
pollingcompanyEKOSResearch.
More than70%of Canadians say
theydonotwantasnapelection
during the pandemic, according
toanEKOSResearchpoll.
TheoppositionConservatives,

the New Democrats and Bloc
Quebecois have argued that the
Liberals are avoiding scrutiny of
contractsandprogramssetupto
dealwiththepandemic.
The Liberals temporarily

closed Parliament in August,
which shut down the work of
existingcommitteesprobingthe
WeCharitydeal.
Trudeau has said he should

have recused himself from a
Cabinetdecisiontoawardacon-
tract toWe Charity to adminis-

ter money to students having
trouble findingwork due to the
pandemic.
Thealmostbillion-dollarpro-

gramcameunder scrutinyafter
itwas revealed thatWeCharity,
an organization Trudeau's fam-
ilyhasworkedfor,waschosento
administer it.
Trudeau's wife, brother and

mother have been paid a com-
bined$221,000forspeakingata
numberofWeCharityevents.
The Conservatives have said

thecommitteecouldexplorethe
WeCharitydeal.

THECREATIONof com-
mittees isusuallya low-
keyaffair, but Justin
Trudeaupushedtomake
theConservativepro-
posal amatterof confi-
dence,placinghispoliti-
cal survivalon the line to
fightwhathecalledabid
toparalyze theworkof
Parliament.
Nationalopinionsur-

veyshavegiven
Trudeau’s Liberalsmostly
goodmarks forhandling
Covid-19,but thecountry
has reportedanaverage
of 2,401newcasesaday
over thepastweek, and
thesecondwave is
clouding theeconomic
outlook.

Puttinghis
political
survivalon
the lineE●EX
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JustinTrudeau

BACK ON EARTH
NASAastronautChrisCassidyshortlyafter landingnearDzhezkazgan,Kazakhstanon
Thursday.Cassidy,alongwithRoscosmos'Anatoly IvanishinandIvanVagner, safelyreturned
toEarthafterasix-monthmissiononthe InternationalSpaceStation.RosaviatsiyaviaAP

THENEWYORKTIMES
BAKU,OCTOBER22

ASDUSK fell, the soundofwail-
ing carried on the soft evening
breeze.Womenfilledthecourt-
yard of a small house, keening
over a coffin draped in the na-
tional flag. Men clustered in
hushedgroupsinthenarrowal-
leyoutside.
Theworking-classneighbor-

hood of Ahmedli, in the
Azerbaijani capital, Baku, was
mourning its firstmartyred son
since war broke out anew be-
tween Azerbaijan and Armenia
in the southern Caucasus three
weeks ago. Eldar Aliyev, 26, a
manager in one of Azerbaijan’s
biggest finance companies and
a volunteer soldier, had spent
barelytwoweeksatthefrontbe-

fore returninghomeinacoffin.
Azerbaijan has not released

numbers of military casualties,
but funerals are underway,
bringing the war home to its
people. As well asMr. Aliyev, a
colonel of the army was also
buried inBakuonSunday.
“If the nation calls, he has to

go,” said Mr. Aliyev’s father,
SuleymanEldarAliyev,standing
against a wall and leaning on a
crutch. “Long live thenation.”
Azerbaijanisinfullwarmode

as it engages in the heaviest
fighting since the original con-
flict with Armenia in the early
1990soverthedisputedterritory
ofNagorno-Karabakh,anethnic
Armenian district inside
Azerbaijan. Azerbaijan suffered
abitterdefeatthen,losingabout
13 percent of its territory, with
as many as 26,000 dead and

around800,000displaced.
That’s wherematters stood

for26yearsofafrozentruce, in-
terruptedperiodicallybyspasms
of violence that were quickly
tamped down by outside pow-

ers. But Azerbaijan, an oil-and-
gas-rich former Soviet republic,
has been quietly rearming for
years.When clashes broke out
three weeks ago, the country
plungedintoanall-outwartore-

claimthe lands it lost.
Around the capital of Baku,

signsofwarfeverarenothardto
spot.Thecountry’sbrightthree-
colored flag hangs from every
public building, while giant
screens along themain streets
downtownplayhorrifyingvideo
footageofprecisiondronestrikes
onArmeniansoldiers.Everyfew
days,
President IlhamAliyev, who

has ruled the country since in-
heritingtheofficefromhisfather
in2003,speakstothenationand
announcesthenamesofvillages
andtownsthathavebeennewly
“liberated.”
Azerbaijan is a tightly con-

trolled societywhere dissent is
quicklyquashed.Criticismofthe
war,whereitexists, ismuted.Yet
thegeneralmoodisoverwhelm-
ingly supportive. In numerous

interviews, Azerbaijanis ex-
pressed their frustration that
peace efforts led by France,
Russia and the United States
haveneverbroughtaresolution,
despiterepeatedUnitedNations
resolutionsinAzerbaijan’sfavor.
“ThisisnotAliyev’swar,”said

Zaur Shiriyev, the South
Caucasus analyst for the
InternationalCrisisGroup,inref-
erence to the president. “It is all
of thepeople’swar.”
Thedeclaredcaptureofsome

of their homedistricts has fired
the refugees with excitement
but also brought painful emo-
tions floodingback.
“Wewerecryingandsmiling

at the same time,” said Ulker
Allahverdiyev, 78, a refugee at
thederelictschoolbuildingwho
lostherhusbandandasoninthe
war.

Azerbaijanarmysoldiers fireanartillerypieceduringthe
fighting.Azerbaijan'sDefenseMinistryviaAP

In tightly-controlled Azerbaijan, pain and loss drive war fever
REUTERS
WASHINGTON,OCTOBER22

THE US Senate Judiciary
Committee voted to subpoena
the chief executives of Twitter
and Facebook after the social
media platforms decided to
block stories from theNewYork
Post that made claims about
Democratic presidential candi-
date JoeBiden’s son.
The vote passed along party

lines with 12 Republicans ap-
proving the motion. The 10
Democrats on the committee
werenotpresent for thesession
over its consideration of Judge
Amy Coney Barrett’s Supreme
Court nomination, which the
panelapproved.
Committee Chairman

Lindsey Graham said he hoped
the subpoenas would give the
panel some “leverage to secure
(theCEOs’)testimony”if theydid
notcomeandtestifyvoluntarily.
The CEOs of Facebook and

Twitterwilltestifyonallegations
ofanti-conservativebiasatayet-
to-be-determined date. The
companies have come under
heavy criticism from conserva-
tives over their decision to flag
thetwoNewYorkPoststoriesas
spreading disinformation and
theirattemptstoclampdownon
distributionof thestories.
The CEOs of Facebook and

Twitter along with Alphabet’s
Google chief will also testify in
front of the Senate Commerce
CommitteeonOctober28about
a key law protecting internet
companies.

US Senate panel nod for subpoenas
to Facebook, Twitter CEOs

SARAHELDEEB
BEIRUT,OCTOBER22

LEBANON'S PRESIDENT tasked
former Prime Minister Saad
Hariri with forming a newgov-
ernmentThursday,bringingback
theveteranpoliticianayearafter
hewastoppledamidnationwide
protestsagainstwidespreadcor-
ruptionandaflunkingeconomy.
PresidentMichelAoundesig-

natedHariritoformthenextgov-
ernmentafteraslightmajorityof
votes from lawmakers, securing
thereturnofanoldnametolead
thecountrydesperateforchange.
Hariri now faces amore im-

poverishedLebanon,devastated
by amassive August explosion
that defaced Beirut, but also a
moredeterminedopposition.
The 50-year-old takes the

helmwithasenseofurgencyand
more involvement by interna-
tional leaderswhohavewarned
Lebanon is on the verge of col-
lapse. Hariri pledged to quickly
form a new government - his
fourthinthelastdecade-tohalt

the economic collapse, calling it
the"lastandonly"opportunity.
The task is enormous, amid

anunprecedentedeconomiccri-
sis and stiff opposition, includ-
ing from former political allies
andprotesterswhohadbeende-
mandingchange.
“Saad,don'tdreamofit,”read

postersraisedbyprotesters,who
see him as a symbol of an en-
trenched political class they
blamefor thecountry'swoes.
In the past year, Lebanon's

currency has collapsed, losing
nearly 80 per cent of its value.
ThegiganticAugustexplosionin
Beirut's port, has compounded
thecrises.

US proposes not
to issue business
visa for H-1B
speciality
occupations

Canada avoids snap polls
after Parliament vote

LALITKJHA
WASHINGTON,OCTOBER22

THE US State Department has
proposednottoissuetemporary
businessvisasforH-1Bspeciality
occupationswhichallowedsev-
eral companies to send their
technology professionals for a
short stay to complete jobs on
site in the US, a move which
couldaffecthundredsof Indians.
Theproposal, if finalised,will

eliminate any misconception
that the "B-1 in lieuofHpolicy"
provides an alternative avenue
forforeignprofessionalstoenter
theUStoperformskilled labour
thatallows,andpotentiallyeven
encourages themand their em-
ployers to circumvent the re-
strictions and requirements re-
lating to the H non-immigrant
classification established by
CongresstoprotecttheUSwork-
ers, theStateDepartment said.
The move, made public on

Wednesday,lessthantwoweeks
aheadof theNovember3presi-
dential election, is likely to im-
pact several Indian companies
which send their technology
professionals on B-1 visas for a
short stay to complete jobs on
site in theUS.
According to thenotification,

the StateDepartment estimates
thisproposalwill affectnotmore
than6,000to8,000foreignwork-
ersperyear, specificallyaliens in-
tending to provide services in a
specialtyoccupationintheUS.PTI

RACE FOR
THEWHITE

HOUSE

Trump, Biden in final debate,withmute button

SaadHariri
will forma
government
for the
fourthtime

Barack
Obama

Hariri back as PM in crisis-hit Lebanon

Can’t afford 4 more yrs: Obama shreds Trump

REUTERS
WASHINGTON,OCTOBER22

US DIRECTOR of National
IntelligenceJohnRatcliffesaidon
WednesdaythatRussiaandIran
havebothtriedtointerferewith
the2020presidential election.
Ratcliffe made the an-

nouncements at a hastily
arranged news conference that
also included FBI Director Chris
Wray.
The announcement two

weeks before the election
showed the level of alarm
amongtopU.S.officials that for-
eign actorswere seeking to un-
dermineAmericans’confidence
in the integrity of the vote and
spreadmisinformation inanat-
tempt tosway itsoutcome.
“We have confirmed that

somevoterregistrationinforma-
tion has been obtained by Iran,
and separately, by Russia,”
Ratcliffe said during the news
conference.
Mostofthatvoterregistration

is public. But Ratcliffe said that
government officials “have al-
readyseenIransendingspoofed
emails designed to intimidate
voters, incite social unrest and
damagePresidentTrump.”
U.S.intelligenceagenciespre-

viouslywarned that Iranmight
interferetohurtTrumpandthat
Russiawastryingtohelphimin
theelection.

New Delhi



NOTICE INVITING e-TENDER
NIet. No.F.21 (3-1) Agri (SS)/2020-21/P/2497, dated 17.10.2020

The Department of Agriculture & Farmers Welfare,
Tripura invites an e-tender in single Bid system for
supply of 165 MT Hybrid Paddy seeds for Rabi, 2020-
21 from the concerned Hybrid Paddy Seed Producing
Firms or their authorized distributor operating in the
State of Tripura.
Name of works- Supply of 165 MT of Hybrid Paddy
Seed during Rabi, 2020-21.
Estimated Cost- Rs 4,76,85,000/- (Rupees four
crores seventy six lakhs and eighty five thousand)
only.
Bid Submission end date & time- 27.10.2020 at
12:00 P.M.
Bid opening date and time- 27.10.2020 at 3:00 P.M.

Details may be obtained from
http://tripuratenders.gov.in

Sd/-
(Dr. D.P. Sarkar)

Director of Agriculture
ICA-C/1931/20 Tripura
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E V E N T S , A N N O U N C E M E N T S , L A U N C H E S , C S R I N I T I A T I V E S , A P P O I N T M E N T S , M O V E M E N T S , C E L E B R A T I O N S

SKGupta,CMD,REC, inauguratedaCSRprojectundertakenby
REC worth Rs. 1.34 Crore in NAB, New Delhi, in presence of A
Choudhury, Dir. (Fin), REC, Dr. SN Srinivas, CEO, REC Founda-
tion and others.

INAUGURATION-REC

NTPC Dadri is striving to become the cleanest coal fired
plant in the country and is complying with all the CPCB
guidelines on emissions. All the emission parameters are
being monitored online and transmitted to CPCB on a real-
time basis. NTPC Dadri has also pioneered co-firing of
Biomass pellets along with coal in the boilers. The pellets
are made of husk or agro-residue which would have been
burnt otherwise in the fields increasing the pollution in NCR
region. More than 8000 Tons of pellets have been fired in
the boilers of NTPC Dadri, which is equivalent to almost
4000 acres of farm fire avoided.

IRCTC has carefully revamped its SOPs and is ready with
tours for train travel enthusiasts. The first in this series is the
4 nights/5 Days “Padharo Rajasthan Tour” which will start
from Delhi on 18th November 2020 and cover Jodhpur and
Jaisalmer, along with many other tourist attractions. IRCTC
has planned the tour packages at a very competitive
package cost starting from Rs. 23,350/- per person for
domestic tourists.

Russian Embassy in India At the initiative of the Chairman
of the United Russia party Dmitry A. Medvedev, supported
by leaders of the main ruling parliamentary parties of the
Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) states, the
International Inter-Party Forum SCO+ is being held in a virtual
format from 21 to 23 October, 2020. Main theme of the event
– Economy for People. Within the Forum, there are several
thematic platforms dedicated to various aspects of
supporting green technologies, combating dangerous
infectious diseases and their consequences, developing
digital economy and digital technologies in general, socio-
economic cooperation between the regions of the SCO
countries and regional security issues. Total number of
participants in full-time and part-time forms is expected to
be about 1000 delegates from over 30 countries.

AAI has undertaken the construction work for a New
Integrated Terminal Building at Pune Airport. With massive
built up area of more than 5,00,000 sq. ft., the new terminal
will be constructed at an estimated cost of Rs. 475 cr. The
swanky new terminal building will be able to process 2300
passengers (1700 Domestic & 600 International) during
peak hours. More than 40% of the work is completed and
the new building is likely to be completed by March, 2022.
The revamped terminal building will enable the airport to
handle growing passenger traffic & ease the congestion
inside the terminal.

BSF Sanjeev Kumar Singh IPS, Ex-ADG BSF left for
heavenly abode on 16th October 2020. A dynamic and
highly proficient IPS officer with expertise in all aspects of
policing, strong leadership qualities and efficient
management skills, he commanded the Eastern
Command of Border Security Force with astute
professional competence. His proactive approach
enabled BSF Eastern Command to excel on the
operational front along Indo-Bangladesh border leading to
curbing of smuggling activities to a great extent. He was
a highly decorated officer who had been awarded with
the Indian Police Medal in 2003 and President's Police
Medal in 2011 for his outstanding contributions. Director
General and all ranks of BSF offer their hear tfelt
condolences to his bereaved family for the irreparable
loss and stand by his family at this difficult time.

Russian Embassy in India The central theme of the 6th
BRICS Parliamentary Forum, which will be held under the
Russian BRICS Chairmanship on October 27 via
videoconference, is BRICS Partnership for Global
Stability, Shared Security and Innovative Growth:
Parliamentary Dimension. Issues of strengthening of
the key international institutions such as the UN and the
World Health Organization along with issues of building a
system of international relations on the principles of
mutual respect and respect for sovereignty will also be
discussed at the meeting. The Forum participants also
plan to discuss issues of improving the standards and
quality of life of citizens of the BRICS countries, preparing
legislative initiatives to improve the healthcare
systems, issues of social protection and economic
recovery in the pandemic conditions, as well as the
further development of parliamentary cooperation within
the BRICS. The heads of the BRICS parliamentary
delegations will address the Forum participants.

IGNOU has been awarded Five Star Rating for Innovation
and Startups by the Ministry of Education’s Innovation
Cell (MIC) for the year 2019-2020. On the basis of the
performance of the various Institute's Innovation Councils
(IICs), they have been evaluated following a very stringent
criteria. Out of more than thousand Universities, Institutes
and Colleges including Technical Institutes, only 110 have
been awarded with Five Star rating. IIC at IGNOU carried
out various activities aimed at promoting innovation,
star tups and entrepreneurship in the university by
involving the faculty and the students.

Dharmendra Pradhan, Union Minister of P&NG&S, inaugu-
rated IndianOil's compact reformer plant and launched the
much-awaited trial run of Delhi's buses on (HCNG) recently at
the Rajghat Bus Depot-I of DTC.

INAUGURATION-INDIANOIL

LIC of India has introduced New Jeevan Shanti plan which is
a Non-Linked, Non-Participating, Individual, Single Pre-
mium, Deferred Annuity Plan. This plan can be purchased
offline and online from October 21, 2020.

LAUNCH-LIC
Tarun Kapoor, Secy, MoP&NG and RK Sabharwal, Dir.
(Comm.) with additional charge of CMD, EIL, signed the
MoU for FY 2020-21, in presence of other senior officials of
MoP&NG and EIL.

MoU-EIL

Punjab & Sind Bank opened 3 new branches at Ahmed-
abad, Surat and Vadodara in a day in Gujarat at the
hands of S Krishnan, MD & CEO and AK Das, ED.

OPENING-PUNJAB & SIND BANK

Virendra Nath Dutt, C&MD, NFL, distributed 95 cotton
plucking machines free of cost to the farmers under the
company’s CSR programme held in Haryana recently.

CSR- NFL

CRPF has recently collaborated with IITD, DRDO, and
JATC to augment its R&D capabilities and to create a
pool of highly specialized technology exper ts from
among its officers.

COLLABORATION-CRPF
R Chaudhari, Dir. (Comm.) accompanied by PSharma, GM
(BD), called on HE Mossi Nyamale Rosette, Ambassador of
DRC at Congo Embassy, to discuss NBCC’s participation in
upcoming infrastructure Development works in DRC.

MEETING-NBCC

Sanjeev Razdan, CMD, Pawan Hans Ltd hoisted the
Company’s Flag on the occasion of 36th Raising Day of
Pawan Hans at CO, Noida. CMD, PHL congratulated and
extended good wishes to all.

RAISING DAY-PAWAN HANS LTD

Gist of e-tender
NIT No: MHCHD/TS /2020-21/174/e-tendering

Dated 21.10.2020
For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor of Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir, e-tenders, valid

for 180 days, are invited from the Registered , reputed & experienced firms as detailed in the
NIT for below mentioned works:

Government of Jammu & Kashmir
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER MECHANICAL HOSPITAL AND

CENTRAL HEATING DIVISION SRINAGAR

--------Telefax:- 0194-2496089, Email ID:- xenmhchdk@yahoo.in--------

1. Downloading of Bids:- The NIT Consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifica-
tions, Bill of quantities (B.O.Q), Set of terms and conditions of contract and other details can be
seen from the departmental website www.jktenders.gov.in from 21-10-2020 (18.00 hrs) and can
be downloaded from 21.10.2020 (18.00 hrs).

2. Uploading: The bidders shall deposit their bids in electronic format on the above web site from 22-
10-2020 (10.00 hrs) to 04-11-2020 (18.55 hrs ) in two (02) covers.

3. Opening of Bids:- The bids received upto due date and time shall be opened on 05-11-2020 at 14.00
hrs or any date convenient to the department in the office of Executive Engineer, MHCHD,
Srinagar.

Sd/-
Executive Engineer,

MHCHD, Srinagar.

Name of Work Est. Cost Cost of Earnest Validity of Position of
(Rs. in T/Doc. Money completion AAA/Funds
Lacs) (In rupees) (Rs) (in Days)

1 2 3 4 5 6

1.22 200 2400 05 AvailableProviding Central Heating system to
various sections of viz. CSSD & doc-
tor’s room no. 6 at old blood bank of
Govt. SMHS Hospital, Srinagar.

No: MHCHD /TS / 5024-28
Dated: 21-10-2020
DIPK-7840

GOVERNMENT OF MEGHALAYA
DIRECTORATE OF ARTS & CULTURE SHILLONG MEGHALAYA

No. DAC/ARCH/26/2020/Pt.II/39, Dated: the 20th October, 2020

NOTICE INVITING TENDER
Sealed Tenders affixing non- refundable court fee stamp of Rs. 2,000/- (Rupees Two thousand)
only are invited from interested registered Class I contractors for construction of the work
mentioned below.

1. Tender documents can be downloaded from the tendering website
https://meghalayatenders.gov.in from 20/10/2020 To 10/11/2020 and to submit the Tender
fee receipt in the office of The Director Arts & Culture Shillong in the form of DD/Bankers
Cheque issued in favor of “The Director, Arts & Culture, Shillong, Meghalaya” Payable at
Shillong.

2. Bidders are requested to submit the Earnest Money Deposit (EMD) receipt in the office of
The Director, Arts & Culture, Shillong, Meghalaya in the form prescribed in the tender
document issued in favour of “The Director, Arts & Culture, Shillong, Meghalaya” Payable at
Shillong, Meghalaya.

3. The last date for pre-bid queries is 28/10/2020 through the-mail on
artsandculturemegh@gmail.com and Pre-bid meeting will be held on the 30/10/2020 in
the Office of the Director, Arts & Culture, Shillong, Meghalaya.

6. The deadline of online bid-submission is 11/11/2020 and deadline for hard copy of Tender
Fees and EMD in original is 11/11/2020.

7. The Technical Bid Opening date is 17/11/2020.
8. Deduction like GST, Forest Royalty, Cess and Security deposit will be executed accordingly

as per the prescribed rate by the Government from time to time.
Brief eligibility criteria & terms and conditions.
1. The Bidders should have successfully completed similar works during the last 5 years:

(a) 01 (one) work costing not less than Rs. 13.11 Crores of State/Central Government.
(b) 02 (two) works costing not less than Rs. 09.83 Crores of State/Central Government.
(c) 03 (three) works costing not less than Rs. 06.55 Crores of State/Central Government.

2. The prospective applicants/tenderers shall have their own necessary plants and machineries
for the execution of construction works.

3. The tenderers shall have requisite Technical Personnel for the construction works.
4. The available Bid Capacity of the applicant shall be more than the total bid value.
5. The Bid shall remain valid for a period of 180 days with effect from the date of opening of the

tender.
6. Earnest Money Deposit shall be in Bankers Cheque / Fixed Deposit Receipt drawn in favor

of the Director, Arts & Culture, Shillong, Meghalaya.
7. All bidders shall enclose Tender Fee Receipt along with their bid.
8. For details contact phone number +91 94361-19181

Sd/-
Director

Arts & Culture
MIPR No.1111 Dated 22.10.2020 Shillong, Meghalaya

Name of the project
Tender Fee non-
refundable (Rs.)

Tender
Value

Earnest Money
Deposit(Rs.)

Construction of Hostel/ Residential block
in Tribal Research Institute at Babadam,
West Garo Hills District, Meghalaya.

Rs. 16,000/-
16.39
crores

1% for Tribals 2%
for Non Tribals
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GOLD
`51,405

RUPEE
`73.54

OIL
$42.27

SILVER
`63,425

Note:Gold,silverratesatDelhispotmarket;goldper10g,silverper1kg;Brentcrudeasof1930IST

Internationalmarketdatatill1900IST

ENGINEERING COLLEGE BARMER
(AN AUTONOMOUS INSTITUTION OF GOVT. OF RAJASTHAN)

Ref.: ESTT/ECBarmer/2020/1795 Date: 21-10-2020

BÊ-JbÕXe ¶fûÕXe Af¸fa{¯f Àfc¨f³ff d³fdUQf Àfa£¹ff-06/2020-21
A²fû W À°ffÃfS I °ffÊ õfS f Ad·f¹ffad{ I e ¸fW fdUôfÕ ¹f ¶ffOÞ ¸fZS I e dUd· f³³f Õ `¶fûa IZ dÕ E
dõ¨f S ¯fe¹f BÊ -JbÕ e d³fdUQf d³f²ffÊdS °f Vf°fûÊ a IZ A³fbø ´f Af¸fad{° f I e þf°fe W `Ü d³fdUQf ¸fZa
Ib Õ 19 Õ Z¶fûa IZ C ´f I S ¯f W ` C ³f Õ Z¶fûa IZ UBN NO: GEB2021GLOB00033

ÀfZ GEB2021GLOB00051 °fI W `Ü
¶ f û Õ e À f Z À f a ¶ f a d ² f ° f V f Z ¿ f d U U S ¯ f http://www.sppp.rajasthan.gov.in,

http://eproc@rajasthan.gov.in ° f ± f f ¸ f W f d U ô f Õ ¹ f I e U Z ¶ f À f f B Ê M
http://www.gecbarmer.ac.in ´fS QZJf þf ÀfIZ ¦ff EUa O fC ³fÕ ûO dI ¹ff þf ÀfIZ ¦ffÜ
http://eproc@rajasthan.gov.in IZ ¸ff²¹f¸f ÀfZ d¶fO IZ UÕ Afg³fÕ fBÊ³f W e ÀUeI fS
I e þf¹fZ¦feÜ d³fdUQf I e Ib Õ A³fb¸ffd³f°f Õ f¦f°f S fdVf 373.00 (Õ fJûa ¸fZa) d³fdUQf þfS e
I S ³fZ I e dQ³ffaI 22.10.2020 EUa d³fdUQf QÀ°ffUZþûa I û O fC ³fÕ ûO I S ³fZ I e Aad°f¸f d°fd±f
13.11.2020 W `Ü

´fif¨ff¹fÊ

Bureau of Investment Promotion
BIP/Info/889 Date: 16.10.2020

Notice Inviting Bid
Bids for Procurement of Services of Knowledge Partner for
Industries Department, Government of Rajasthan are invited
from interested bidders upto 2:00 PM of 26.10.2020. Other
particulars of the bid may be visited on the procurement portal
(http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in, http://sppp.raj.nic.in) of the
state.
UBN: BIP2021SI,OB00008
DIPR/C/8352/2020 Commissioner (Inv. & NRIs)

NANDAGOPALRAJAN
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER22

DURGAMALLADI, senior vice-
presidentandgeneralmanager,
4G/5G,QualcommTechnologies,
InconWednesdaysaidhiscom-
panywas“workingwithseveral
partners in India” and around
theworldandanycustomerwas
freetobuildonthehorizontal5G
platformannouncedby it.
“Our solution is horizontal

platform, sowe are not provid-
ingacompletesolutionanyway.
So, any customer of ours can

availthemselvesofthishorizon-
tal platform and then it is up to
them to start building the soft-
wareandtherestof thestackon
topof it andcomeupwitha full
blownsolution,” he told indian-
express.com at a roundtable as
part of the Qualcomm 5G
Summit.
A day earlier, the telecom

major had announced a tie up
with Reliance Jio and itswholly
owned subsidiary Radisys
Corporation to “develop open
andinteroperableinterfacecom-
pliantarchitecturebased5Gso-
lutionswithavirtualisedRAN”.

Any customer can
avail our horizontal 5G
platform: Qualcomm

AtMangaluru,LucknowandAhmedabad

Adani takeover of
three airports to be
complete by Nov 11

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER22

THEADANIGroupwouldbetak-
ingovertheoperations,manage-
mentanddevelopmentoftheair-
portsatMangaluru,Lucknowand
Ahmedabad from the Airports
Authority of India (AAI) by
October 31, November 2 and
November11,respectively,saidan
officialpressreleaseonThursday.
TheAAI, in its release, added

thattheMinistryofCivilAviation
has signedMoUs (memorand-
umsofunderstanding)withthree
entitiesoftheAdaniGrouptopro-
videservicessuchascustoms,im-
migration and security at the
abovementionedthreeairports.

“TheAAIandconcessionaires
of Ahmedabad, Lucknow and
Mangaluruairportswill becom-
pleting conditionsprecedents as
prescribed in the concession
agreements and the concession-
aireswillbetakingovertheoper-
ations,management anddevel-
opment of airports as under:
Mangaluru airport : 31.10.2020;
Lucknow airport : 02.11.2020;
Ahmedabadairport:07.11.2020,”
theAAIpressreleasesaid.
InFebruary2019,thegovern-

mentprivatisedsixmajorairports,
i.e.Lucknow,Ahmedabad, Jaipur,
Mangaluru, Thiruvanantha-
puram, and Guwahati. After a
competitive bidding process,
AdaniEnterpriseswontherights
torunallof them.WITHPTI

SUNNYVERMA&
PRABHARAGHAVAN
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER22

THEGOVERNMENT is “com-
mitted”toprovidingthefund-
ing required to vaccinate
India’s population against
Covid-19,butisyettosetaside
anyamount for this purpose,
accordingtoseniorgovernm-
entofficials.Withvariousvac-
cinecandidatesprogressingto
late-stagehuman trials here,
someexpertsfeelthecostthat
theCentrewill bearmaybe-
comeclearerbyearly2021.
“Weare yet to get the ex-

act estimates on the cost of
vaccineshots.Atthisstage,no
amounthasbeensetasidefor
vaccination, but the govern-
ment has committed that
whatever is required for the
purposewillbeprovided.That
commitment is there,” a sen-
ior FinanceMinistry official
toldTheIndianExpress.
AccordingtoHealthSecre-

tary Rajesh Bhushan, “suffi-
cient” financial resources are
availablewiththegovernment
togoinforaprocurement for
massvaccinationagainst.The
finalcostwilldependonava-
rietyoffactors,includinghow
manydosesaretobegivenof
thevaccinesthatareapproved
andhowthecandidatesunder
testingturnout.
“Thepriceof asingledose

andpriceoftwo-dosevaccines
— becausemost of the vac-
cines that are beingworked
acrosstheglobearetwo-dose
vaccines—is still evolving,”
BhushansaidonOctober13.
Until these candidates

provetheirsafetyandefficacy,
whatever figure is “bandied”
around is “just a figure”, he
said during a briefing on the
effortsmade by the Health
Ministry to tackle the pan-
demic.Oncemultiplevaccines
managetodemonstratetheir
safety andefficacy, theprices
ofthesevaccinesareexpected
todecline“drastically”,hesaid.
Thegovernmentwillhave

to ensure it is financially and
logisticallyprepared tovacci-
nate“atleast”300millionper-
sonsbymid-2021if itwantsa
shot at containing the spread
of the virus here, said Public
Health Foundation of India
presidentDrKSrinathReddy.
“...Wearereallylookingat

alltheessentialservicesbeing
immunisedandallthepeople

who are above the age of 55
being immunised at least ...
thenyoucansay thatyouare
likelytoachievesomedegree
ofcontainment,”headded.
According to Reddy, the

costingwill have to take into
account the additional cold
chain infrastructure and
trainedpersonnelrequiredfor
vaccinatingthispopulation.It
will also have to account for
theawarenesstobegenerated
at a community level to pre-
pare the targetedpopulation
to be immunisedwhen the
timeforvaccinationarrives.
"We do not knowwhich

vaccine is going to comeout
first,whether it is going tobe
an Indian vaccinemanufac-
turedonscaleoraforeignvac-
cine commissioned to India
andonwhattermsofsharing
atwhatprice,"saidReddy.Itis
also difficult to speculate the
required budget for the gov-
ernmentatthispointbecause
it is also not clear whether
Indiawill be exercisingprice
controls,hesaid.
While it is unclear how

muchadditionalcoldchainca-
pacity is required, Bhushan
earlierthisweeksaidthegov-
ernmentwaspreparedtovac-
cinate at least 30 million
healthcare professionals, in-
cluding 20million frontline
workers and sevenmillion
doctors andparamedics, at a
moment’snotice.
“Forthose3crore(30mil-

lion), we can do vaccination
even today.Wehave thecold
chain,we have the vials, we
havesyringes,wehaveevery-
thing,” Bhushan said on the
sidelinesofabriefing.
Accordingtohim,Indiahas

“surplus” domestic capacity,
bothforvialsandsyringes.
“Weareinconstanttouch

with themanufacturers.We
alsohaveanexistinginventory
withintheMinistryofHealth
and FamilyWelfare ... so,we
willbeutilisingourinventory,”
saidthesecretary.

Full report on
www.indianexpress.com

COVID-19VACCINE
LATE-STAGETRIALS

‘Committed’ to
mass vaccination,
govt yet to finalise
fund allocation

‘Despite Covid, wealth
of Indian adults rises
marginally in 6 months’

CREDITSUISSEREPORT

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,OCTOBER22

THEAVERAGEwealth of Indian
adults rosemarginally by $120
(about Rs 8,800) to $17,420 (Rs
12.77 lakh) at end-June2020, as
against $17,300 as of December
2019, showing somegrowthde-
spite the Covid pandemic and
lockdowns,CreditSuissesaidina
report.
Over the first half of 2020,

whileaveragewealthrosebyonly
1.7 per cent, Credit Suisse esti-
mated that the full rise for 2020
willbe5-6percentand2021will
seegrowthofabout9percent.The
countryhad9,07,000adultsinthe
top 1 per cent of globalwealth
holders, which is a 1.8 per cent
share,itsaid.
With 4,593 ultra-high-net-

worth individuals in thecountry
as of end-2019, India came in
fourth after the US, China and
Germany. India had approxi-
mately912,000millionaires, ac-
countingfor2percentof51.9mil-
lionmillionairesgloballyasatend
2019.“HouseholdwealthinIndia
is dominated by property and
other real assets, although finan-
cial assetshavegrownover time,
nowforming22percentofgross
assets. In2019, non-financial as-
sets rose by 12.5 per cent com-
paredto8.6percentgrowthinfi-
nancialassets,CreditSuisseGlobal
WealthReportsaid.

“Annualgrowthofwealthper
adult averaged9.7per cent over
2000-2019usingcurrentexchange
rates, and12.1percentwithcon-
stantexchangerates,”itsaid.
Anthony Shorrocks, econo-

mist and report author, said:
“Given the damage inflicted by
COVID-19ontheglobaleconomy,
it seemsremarkable thathouse-
holdwealth has emerged rela-
tively unscathed.Wealth acts as
a form of self-insurance that
householdscandrawuponwhen
times are hard. Initially, the im-
pact of the pandemic was felt
mainly via the sharpworldwide
declineinequityprices.”
In Asia Pacific, there were

45,920 ultra-high-net-worth
adultswithnetworthexceeding
$50million as at end2019. Asia
Pacificisthehighestcontributorof
householdwealth. Total house-
holdwealthwas$167,271billion
in June 2020, 42 per cent of the
global total of $400,180 billion,
CreditSuissesaid.

ONGC bags 7 blocks,
OIL 4 in latest round

BIDDINGUNDEROPENACREAGELICENSINGPOLICY

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER22

STATE-OWNEDOILandNatural
Gas Corp (ONGC) and Oil India
(OIL) havewonall the11blocks
offered in the latest bidding
roundforoilandgasexploration
blocks, the Directorate General
of Hydrocarbons said on
Thursday.
ONGC won seven blocks

while OIL won the other four
blocks, with only one bid com-
ing fromtheprivatesector from
InvenirePetrodyneLtd.
ONGC had also dominated

the previous round of bidding,
winning all six of the blocks of-
feredinthefourthround,offered
under the Open Acreage
LicensingPolicy (OALP).
Experts have said the lack of

interest from private players in
recent rounds of OALP bidding
hasbeenaresultofalackofpol-
icyclarity fromthegovernment
andunsuitabletaxationandreg-
ulatoryconditions.Aproposalby
the PetroleumMinistry to re-
duce the oil cess charge on do-
mestic production of crude has
been rejected by the Finance
Ministry, according to govern-
ment sources.

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER22

THEGOVERNMENTonThursday
launchedthenewseries forretail
inflation for industrialworkers
shiftingthebaseyearto2016from
2001. Thegovernment, however,
said that dearness allowance,
which is linked to theConsumer
PriceIndexforIndustrialWorkers
(CPI-IW),will remainunchanged
fornow. “Asof now, therewillbe
nochangeindearnessallowance,”
LabourBureauDirectorGeneral
DPSNegisaid.
Tomake thenewseries com-

parablewith the older one, the
Ministrystatedthatithastobecal-
culatedusing a linking factor of
2.88.Takingthis intoaccount, the
CPI-IWforSeptember is118, and
withlinkingfactoritworksoutto
be339.8asagainst322inthecor-
respondingperiodlastyearinthe
earlierseries.
TheCPI-IWismainlyusedfor

determiningdearnessallowance
(DA)paidtocentral/stategovern-
mentemployees andworkers in
the industrial sectorsbesides fix-
ation and revision ofminimum
wagesinscheduledemployments.
Thenewseries also incorpo-

ratesthechangesintheconsump-
tionpatternof theworking class
familiessincetheearlierbaseyear

of2001.Underthenewseries,the
weightage for the foodgrouphas
gonedownto39.17percentfrom
46.2per cent in the2001 series,
whileweight ofmiscellaneous
items, like education andhealth
has risen to 30.31per cent from
23.26 per cent. The weight of
housing and clothing and
footwearhave changed to16.87
per cent from15.27per cent and
to6.08percentfrom6.57percent.
Weight of fuel and light seg-

mentwill nowhave aweight of
5.5 per cent as against 6.43 per
centearlier,whilepan,supari,to-
bacco and intoxicantswill hold
2.07 per centweight as against
2.27percent.
Inthenew2016series,88cen-

treshavebeencoveredasagainst
78centres inthe2001series.The
sample size for the conduct of
Working-ClassFamilyIncomeand
ExpenditureSurvey, on thebasis
ofwhichweightingdiagramshave
been derived,was increased to
48,384familiesfrom41,040inthe

2001 series, Labour Minister
SantoshKumarGangwarsaid.
Thenumberof selectedmar-

kets for collection of retail price
datahasalsobeenincreasedto317
under the2016 series compared
to289coveredinthe2001series.
Thenumberof itemsdirectly re-
tained inthe indexbaskethas in-
creased to 463 items over 392
itemsintheoldseries.
Labour Secretary Apurva

Chandra said that it’s been said
that the dearness allowance is
linked to anoutdated index, but
hereon,theaimistokeeprevising
theserieseveryfiveyears.
Asper the recommendations

of the International Labour
Organization (ILO), IndexReview
Committee (IRC) and National
StatisticalCommission(NSC), the
baseyearofprice indexnumbers
shouldbe revisedat frequent in-
tervals,generallynotexceeding10
years to reflect the changes that
takeplaceintheconsumptionpat-
ternofconsumers.

NEWRETAIL INFLATIONSERIESFOR INDUSTRIALWORKERS

UNDERTHEnewseries,
theweightageforthefood
grouphasgonedownto
39.17percentfrom46.2
percentinthe2001se-
ries,whiletheweightof
miscellaneousitems,such
aseducationandhealth
hasrisento30.31percent
from23.26percent.

Weightage
forfood
groupdropsE●EX
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Baseyearshifted to2016,no
change indearnessallowance ULTRAHNIs

■With4,593ultra-high-net-
worth individuals inthe
countryasof end-2019, India
cameinfourthafter theUS,
ChinaandGermany.

4,593

BRIEFLY
ReserveBank
onQRcodes
Mumbai:TheReserveBank
of India(RBI)hasdecidedto
phaseoutnon-interoperable
proprietary QR (quick re-
sponse) codes operatedby
payment systemoperators
(PSOs)anddirectedthemto
shift toUPIQRorBharatQR
codesforpayments.ENS

‘Wisheconomy
wascircuslion’
NewDelhi:AdayaftertheRBI
Governor,theSebichiefand
theDEAsecretary spokeon
the economy, senior
Congress leader PChidam-
baramonThursday took a
digatthem,sayinghewishes
the economywas a “circus
lion” thatwould respondto
thestickoftheringmaster.

‘Infrafocusin
nextstimulus’
NewDelhi:NITIAayogVice
ChairmanRajivKumar said
theeconomymightendup
witha lower contraction in
the current fiscal thanpro-
jectedbyvariousorganisa-
tions and stressed that the
next stimulus should focus
on short-gestation infra-
structureprojects. PTI

‘Outlook in real estate sector optimistic for next six months’

COVID-19 IMPACT

Sentiment in the real estate industry remained pessimistic in July-September amid the pandemic, but the outlook for
next six months is optimistic with signs of revival in demand, a survey by Knight Frank-Ficci-NAREDCO said

~57% Respondents
whoopined

that the economy is going to
growand improve in next six
months

40pts: ‘CurrentSentiments
Score’ duringJuly-September
period, rising from record lowof
22points in previousquarter,
but still in pessimistic zone

52pts: ‘FutureSentiment
Score’, which is in optimistic
zone, rising from41points in
previous quarter

WHY IS IT IMPORTANT:
The survey—which took into
account developers, banks,
financial institutions and
private equity players
operating in the sector—

attributed the revival in
sentiments to the “remarkable
upturn seen in the real estate
business, especially in the
residential segment, in the
third quarter of (calendar year)
2020as a result of the
unlocking process”

Source:KnightFrank/
Ficci/NAREDCO/PTI

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER5

SUZUKIMOTORGujarat Pvt Ltd
(SMG), a subsidiary of Japan’s
SuzukiMotorCorporationforpro-
ductionof automobiles in India,
onThursday said it has achieved
accumulated production of
10lakhunits.
The company achieved the

milestoneonOctober21thisyear,
becoming the fastestproduction
siteofSuzukitoreach10lakhunits,

thecompanysaidinastatement.It
crossed the record in just3years
and9months since startingpro-
ductioninFebruary2017,itadded.
SMG,which supplies exclu-

sivelytoMarutiSuzukiIndia,had
startedproductionattheplantlo-

cated at Hansalpur in Gujarat,
withtheBalenomodel, followed
bySwiftinJanuary2018,andsub-
sequentlycommencedmanufac-
turingforexportsinMarch2018,
itsaid.InJanuary2019,thesecond
production site, B Plant, and the
PowertrainPlantstartedtheoper-
ation tomeet thegrowingneeds
inIndiaandabroad.
Ofapproximately1.58million

unitsproducedinIndiainFY2019
bySuzuki, SMGaccounted for25
per cent with approximately
4,10,000units,thestatementsaid.

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER22

A SUBJECT expert committee
(SEC)hasrecommendedthatthe
country’s apex drug regulator
grant approval toBharat Biotech
forconducting late-stagehuman
trialsof itsCovid-19vaccinecan-
didateCovaxininIndia.
“After detailed deliberation

and based on the available evi-
dences, the committee recom-
mended for grant of permission
to conduct Phase III clinical trial
subject to the condition that the
primary efficacy endpoint for
symptomatic cases should be
amended...,”statedminutesofthe

SEC’smeetingonthematterdated
October20.
The SECof theCentralDrugs

Standard Control Organisation
(CDSCO)has recommendedthat

onceasuspectcase isconfirmed,
the principal investigator at the
trial sitewill evaluate theclinical
information to classify it as a
symptomaticcase.
The committee has also set

variouscriteriaforaparticipantto
beaconfirmedsymptomaticcase
confirmedby a positive RT-PCR
test. This includes either one or
more symptoms such as short-
ness of breath, newonset anos-
miaoraguesia,oxygensaturation
levels of less than94per cent or
pneumoniadiagnosedbychestX-
ray or CT scan, fever, chills and
newcough.“Theeventsnotmeet-
ingtheprimaryendpointshallbe
categorized as secondary end-
points,”statedtheminutes.

Suzuki Motor Gujarat output at 10L
Ofabout1.58million
unitsproducedinIndia
inFY2019bySuzuki,
SMGaccountedfor25%

CDSCO panel recommends nod
for phase III trials of Covaxin

■ The subject expert
committeehas also
set various criteria for
aparticipant tobe a
confirmed
symptomatic case
confirmedbya
positiveRT-PCR test

CRITERIAFORCOVID
POSITIVEPARTICIPANT
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''IMPORTANT''
Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, it isnotpossible toverify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot be
held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurredasaresultof
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies or
entering into any agreements
with advertisers or otherwise
acting on an advertisement in
any manner whatsoever.

II,,MAHESH,S/oVIKASCHOPRA
ADD-1, KASHMIRI BUILDING,
BEGUMPUR,MALVIYA-NAGAR,
NEWDELHI-110017.Changed
myname toMAANADCHOPRA

0040552249-4

II ABHILASHATHAKURW/OShri
AshokKumarThakurR/o
377/1, ThanSinghNagar,
AnandParbat, Karol Bagh, New
Delhi-110005.MyName is
WronglyMentioned (Baby) in
mySon (SubodhKumar) school
records.MyCorrectName is
ABHILASHATHAKUR.
AbhilashaThakur andBaby
bothnamesareoneand the
same lady. Please correct your
records. 0040552209-1

II Armynumber 5750237PRank
NK.NameBhimSingh Lama
Unit 6/8GR age 59yrs resident
atUmkdait Nongmensong
Shillong 19Meghalaya.My
son’s name isYalmangLama
bybonafidemistakemyson’s
namehasbeenwrongly
recorded in recordoffice as
YALMONGLAMA insteadof
YALMANGLAMA

0040552200-1

II Bindualias BinduGrover alias
NehaGroverD/o Late Sh.Som
NathKwatraW/oSh.Neeraj
GroverR/oH.No.113, GuruRam
DassNagar, LaxmiNagar,
Delhi-110092 have changedmy
name toNehaGrover for all
purposes. 0040552242-3

II Dipti GuptaW/oSh.Manoj
GuptaR/o 32/59-60, Block-32,
West Patel Nagar, NewDelhi-
110008 is also knownasShelly.
Bothnamesareof oneand the
sameperson. 0040552242-2

IIManoj Kumar S/oMr.Hizikal
Deyniyal R/oHouseNo.444,
Block F-1, CPWDMultistorey
Flats, DevNagar, Karol Bagh,
Delhi-110005have changedmy
name toManoj Daniel for all
purposes. 0040552242-1

II V.SubbalakshmiD/oPVV
RajanW/oBalanMani R/o
16A/5,W.E.A. Karol Bagh,
Central Delhi, NewDelhi-
110005havechangedmyname
toRadhikaBalan for all
purposes. 0040552242-4

II,, Faiyaj AhamadS/O, Shakil
AhmadR/oKhNo6/19 Shiv
Mandir ColonyGali No 5
SafiabadRoadNarelaDelhi
110040, have changedmyname
to FaiyazAhmad for all
purposes. 0070717898-1

II DollyW/O.RajeevKumar
R/O.WZ-68, Omvihar, phase-2,
Uttam-Nagar, NewDelhi-
110059,have changedmyname
toPinky for all purposes.

0040552249-1

II,, JankDulariW/OBishwambhar
Mishra,(ServiceNumber:-
287221N) IAF, R/O-C-329,
sector-P-3, Greater
Noida(U.P),have changedmy
name fromJankDulari & Janak
DulariMishra to JanakDulari
(D.O.B:-15/05/1954),for all
Futurepurposes.(Affidavit
Date-20/09/2020)

0040552265-1

II,, KANWALJEETKAURKOHLIW/O
HARMEETSINGHADD-H.NO-66,
SAVITAVIHARDELHI 110092,
changedmyname to
KAWALJEETKAUR,
permanently. 0040552249-3

II,, Narender SinghS/o-Daljit
SinghR/o-H.NO-56, Flat.No-05,
2nd-floor, Hastsal Village,
Uttam-NagarNewDelhi-
110059,mynamehasbeen
wrongly-writtenasNarendra
Singh in the 10th,12th,
Marksheet ofmySonPravjit
Singh. theactual nameofmine
isNarender Singh

0040552246-1

II,, ReenaW/oRamAvtar, R/o
4534, ShoraKothi, DalMandi
Chowk,MainBazar, Pahar
Ganj, NewDelhi, havedeclared
that ReenaKumari andReena
are thenameof oneperson, I
have changedmyNameas
Reena for all purposes.

0040552225-1

II,, RichanagarD/O-Amarnath
malikHouse.no.61, sector-7
urbanestate, gurgaon
haryana-122001,changedmy
name to Richamalik.

0040552249-7

II,, SANJEETKUMARPANDEY,S/o
BAIJNATHPANDEY,ADD-RAJIV
NAGAR,GALI.NO.02, NEAR-
RUCHI PUBLIC-SCHOOL,
BAIYAPUR-KHURD, SONIPAT,
HARYANA-131001, changedmy
name toSANJEETPANDEY.

0040552249-5

II,, SachchidanandmishraS/o
Sh. Yugal KishoreMishraR/o
28, Rail ViharNoidaSector 33
Uttar Pradesh-201301have
changedmyname to
Sachchidanandmishra, for all
purposes. 0040552224-1

II,, Saloni SaxenaW/oAjay
SaxenaR/o 605, SBI Colony,
East of Kailash, Delhi-110065,
have changedmyname to
Salonii Saxena

0070717903-1

II,, SundeepNarula S/oTilakRaj
NarulaR/o I-58,AshokVihar
Phase-I,Delhi-110052,have
changedmyname toSandeep
Narula. 0040552263-8

II,,GGaannggaaddhhaarr Rajashekar
LakshmankanthS/o
Rajashekar, Address-D-89,
type-2,motibagh, Newdelhi-
110021,changedmyname to
Lakshmankanth.

0040552263-3

II,,AAjjaayyKumar,S/OkhemRaj R/O-
AK-34, Shalimar-BaghDelhi-88
I,have changedmyMinor
daughterMehak toMehak
Vinayak 0040552263-2

II,, SureshSharmaS/o Late Sh.
JagdishChandSharmaR/o
HouseNo. 206/241, Gali No. 3,
Phase-2, LaxmanVihar,
Gurgaon,Haryana-122001have
changedmyname fromSuresh
Kumar to SureshSharma for all
futurepurposes.

0040552218-1

II,,AANNIILL KUMARKANSALS/oDevi
SahaiGuptaR/o-A-
1/107,Paschim-ViharNew
Delhi-110063.Have changedmy
Name toANILKUMAR.

0040552249-8

II,,AAaayyuusshhii D/oHaridwar Singh
R/o-W-6/603, Tejas-Enclave,
VayuSena-Vatika, Sohna-
Road,Gurugram(Haryana)-
122001.haveChangedmy
name toAayushi Singh

0040552263-6

II,,AAjjaayyKumar S/OkhemRaj R/O-
AK-34,Shalimar-BaghDelhi-88
I,have changedmyMinor
daughterNavya toNavya
Vinayak. 0040552263-1

II,,TTaaaannyyaa Sagar alias Taanya
Vohra,D/oSandeepSagar,W/o
DeepakVohraR/o-2/450,Top-
Floor,SubhashNagar,New
Delhi-110027,have changedmy
name toTanyaSagar.

0040552257-1

IItt is for general Information that
I, Lavnish Sagar S/oSh.Mohan
KishanSagarResidingat
16/1079-E, BapaNagar, Karol
Bagh, NewDelhi-110005
declare thenameofminehas
beenwronglywrittenas
Lavnish inmySCCertificate
No.
SC/02/32/13820/15/3/2010/921
1008864 Theactual nameof
mine is LavnishSagar
respectivelywhichmaybe
amendedaccordingly.

0040552206-1

II,, SanjayKumar Singh, s/o Shri
V.P. Singh, R/oB-1, Tower-1,
NewMoti Bagh, NewDelhi-
110023, doherebydeclare that
SanjayKumar Singh&and
SanjaySingh is thenameof one
and the sameperson.
Henceforth, Iwill be knownas
SanjayKumar Sing for all
purposes in future.

0040552191-1

II,,VVIIRREENNDDRRAASINGHS/OSHIV
SHANKARSINGHR/O
HNO.622,POCKET-
2,PASCHIMPURI,PASCHIM
VIHAR,DELHI-110063.
CHANGEDMYNAMETO
VIRENDERKUMARSINGH.

0040552249-6

II,,VVaarriinnddeerr Kumar S/O-Yudhiser
Lal DudejaR/O.House.No-506-
A/11,RattanGarden,Gurgaon
Haryana-122001HaveChanged
myName toVarinderKumar
Dudeja. 0040552263-9

II,,SShhiivvaannii Rathore,D/o-Vijender
Rathore,R/o-U-5, Shakarpur,
Delhi-110092, declare that Baby
Shivani andShivani Rathore
areoneand the sameperson.

0040552263-5

II,,SSeeeemmaa,,W/OVarinderKumar
DudejaR/O.House.No-506-
A/11,RattanGarden,Gurgaon
Haryana-122001, Have
ChangedmyName toSeema
Dudeja. 0040552263-10

II,,SSaannddeesshh S/oDSShekhawat
R/O-P-93/C, Sankar-vihar, New
Delhi-110010,have changedmy
name toSandeshSingh
Shekhawat 0040552263-7

II,,SSAANNTTOOSSHHCHANDRABALONI
S/OMADANLALR/O-65-
A,BLOCK-
NU,PITAMPURA,DELHI-
110034.HAVECHANGEDMY
NAMETOSANTOSHCHANDRA

0040552249-2

II,,RRaajjiivv Kumar SharmaS/o
Krishan Lal SharmaR/o-A-201,
Om-Vihar Phase-1AUttam-
Nagar,NewDelhi-110059,have
changedmyname toRajeev
Sharma. 0040552257-2

II,,HHaarriinnddeerr KumarBangaS/o
Girdhari Lal R/o-79A/1,Block-
WZ, Street.No.11,Virender
Nagar,Janakpuri, Delhi-
110058,have changedmyname
to HarinderKumar.

0040552263-4
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To be known to all that my client Rita Mitra
W/o Late Sh. C.M. Mitra R/o DG-II/146-C,
Vikas Puri, New Delhi-110018 legal heir of
Flat No.146-C, Pocket-DG-II Category MIG
situated at Vikas Puri, New Delhi-110018 is
applying for converstion of the aforesaid flat
from lease hold into free hold vide File No. F-
20(9)86/HG with DDA. The Original
documents i.e. DDAAllotment-cum-Demand
Letter, DDAPossession, Site Possession Slip
and Water and Electricity NOC of the above
said Flat have been lost. An FIR to this effect
has been lodged vide LR No. 672075/2020
dated 20-10-2020withCrimeBranch,Delhi.
Any Person(s) claiming any right, interest,
having any objection or found in possession
of original documents may write/contact with
above named person at above address
Phone No.9873942247 within 15 days from
the date of publication of this notice. The
person claiming any right, interest, objection
with respect to this property can personally
inform or write to Dy. Director (LAB) H or
Director (H) -1, D Block, 3rd Floor, Vikas
Sadan INA,NewDelhi.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Sd/-SUBHASH C.RAWAT,ADVOCATE
UG-15A,Jaina Tower-II, Distt.Centre,

Janakpuri, New Delhi-110058

PUBLIC NOTICE
BE IT KNOWN TO PUBLIC AT LARGE
THAT MY CLIENT RAMESH GUPTA S/O
LT. SHRI SIYA RAM GUPTA R/O D-19/A,
GALI NO. 1, PANDAV NAGAR,
SHAKARPUR DELHI-110092 HAVE
SEVERED ALL THEIR RELATIONS
FROM THEIR SON AND DAUGHTER-IN-
LAW NAMELY MR. MANISH GUPTA
AND HIS WIFE SMT. NIKKY GUPTA
ALONG WITH THEIR SON NAMELY
ROUNAK GUPTA AND ALSO SEVERED
ALL THEIR RELATIONS FROM THEIR
DAUGHTER’S NAMEY (1) SMT. NEETU
BANSAL ALONG WITH HER HUSBAND
NAMELY SUNIL BANSAL ALONG WITH
HER CHILDRENS NAMELY ANANYA
BANSAL AND ARADHYA BANSAL, (2)
LT. SMT. MAINA GUPTA (DIED IN YEAR
2011) ALONG WITH HER ONLY SON
MR. KAPIL KHANDELWAL, (3) SMT.
POOJA GUPTA ALONG WITH HER
HUSBAND NAMELY SH. KALYAN
SINGH ALONG WITH HER SON
NAMELY ADVIK. THAT MY CLIENT DIS-
INHERITED/ DISOWNED THEM ALL
FROM THEIR FAMILY/ PERSONAL,
MOVABLE AND IMMOVABLE
PROPERTIES WITH IMMEDIATE
EFFECT DUE TO HARASSMENT,
TORTURE, CRUELTIES AND
ATROCITIES CAUSED ON MY CLIENTS
BY THEM. ANYBODY DEALING WITH
AFOREMENTIONED PERSONS AND
THEIR CHILDRENS, WILL DO SO AT
HIS OWN COSTS AND RISKS, WITH NO
RESPONSIBILITY AT ALL.

Sd/- CHIRAG SINGAL
(ADVOCATE)

E.NO.:- D/1678/2016
OFF. ADD.:- A-1/1, SECOND FLOOR,

PRASHANT VIHAR, ROHINI,
DELHI-110085

PUBLIC NOTICE
MAY IT BE KNOWN TO GENERAL PUBLIC'S
NOTICE THAT my clients Sh. Jagjeet Singh &
his wife Smt. Balbir Kaur, both residents of
B-1/10, Rajouri Garden, Tagore Garden, West
Delhi-27, do hereby severe all their social
relations with their son, namely Dilpreet Singh,
aged about 27 years (licensee) and daughter-
in-law, namely Manpreet kaur, aged about 27
years, (licensee) presently R/o B-1/10, Rajouri
Garden, Tagore Garden, West Delhi-27, debar
them from all their relations, movable and
immovable properties, as they are disobedient,
disrespectful & unprofessional in nature.
Whosoever will deal with them, whether
personally or professionally, shall do so at their
own risk, cost and consequences. My client/s will
not be liable for any of their acts, omissions,
dealings, transactions etc. with immediate effect.

Sd/-
(Ankit Batra) Advocate

398, Civil Wing,
Tis Hazari Court Delhi.

PUBLIC NOTICE
BE IT KNOW to all concerned that my
clients Shri Abadhesh Mishra S/o
Parmeshwar Mishra and Smt. Veena
Mishra, W/o Abadhesh Mishra R/o
House No. B-85, Gali no. 3 Mukund
Pur Part-1, Mukund Pur Delhi-110042
have disowned and disinherited their
son Shri Chandan Mishra and his
wife Smt Chhoti Kumari from their
movable and immovable properties.
Therefore, my client has served all
connection with them. Hence, any
person dealing with them shall be
doing so at his/her own risk and
responsibility.

Sd/- DEEPAK ARORA
(Advocate)

Ch. No. 504, Civil Side,
Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-54

PUBLIC NOTICE
My client HARINDER PAL SINGH
SON OF SHRI GURSHARAN SINGH
& MRS. SURENDER KAUR WIFE OF
SHRI HARINDER PAL SINGH BOTH
RESIDING AT HOUSE NO. C-60-61,
1ST FLOOR, GANDHI VIHAR, DELHI-
110009, debar their son MR.
PERMINDER PAL SINGH and his wife
KOMAL KAUR and all their legal heirs/
families from all my movable and
immovable property for all time to
come due to their and their families
unfaithful and unobedient behavior.
My client has also severed all their
relation with them.

Sd/- PANKAJ SRIVASTAVA
Advocate

Seat No. 79, Central Hall,
Tis Hazari Court, Delhi-54

General public is hereby informed thatmy clients
(1) Smt. Surinder KaurW/oAmrik Singh R/oWZ-
206A, 2nd Floor, Gali No. 2, Krishna Park, Tilak
Nagar, Delhi-110018 (2) Smt.Amarjeet KaurW/o
Late Surinder Singh R/o 880, Gali No. 7,Govind
Puri, Kalkaji, New Delhi-110019 (3) Smt.
Harjinder Kaur W/o Sh. Harvinder Singh R/o D-
47A, Saraswati Garden, Ramesh Nagar, Delhi-
110015 (4) Smt. Harjeet Kaur W/o Sh. Balvinder
Singh R/o T-96, Vishnu Garden, Tilak Nagar,
Delhi-110018 all daughters of late Smt.Ved Kaur
W/o late Nasib Singh R/o N-33, Sriniwaspuri,
New Delh-110065 are the co-owners of House
No.N-33, Sriniwaspuri, New Delh-110065
admeasuring 80 Sq. Yds. by virtue of Last Will
dated 06/09/2018 of late Smt. Ved Kaur
bequeathing the said property and her
immovable property to her above named four
daughters. Now my clients are selling the
aforesaid property and therefore all persons
claiming any interest in the said property or any
part thereof by way of sale, gift, lease,
inheritance, exchange, mortgage, charge, lien,
trust, possession, easement, attachment or
otherwise howsoever are hereby required to
make the same known to the undersigned at my
office 201 Service Industry Building (Authority
Building) Janakpuri, NewDelhi-110058within 15
days from the date hereof, failing which the said
sale will be completed, without any reference to
such claim and the same, if any, shall be
considered aswaived.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Sd/- M. K. SHARMA, ADVOCATE
Office 201, Service Industrial Bldg.,
(Authority) Janakpuri, New Delhi-58

PUBLIC NOTICE
“It is informed to the general public at
large that my clients Shri Narinder
Kumar Mangal and Ms. Sunita Mangal
W/o Shri Narinder Kumar Mangal, both
resident of House No. 66, Old Anarkali,
Krishna Nagar, Delhi-110051 do hereby
disown, disinherit their son and daughter-
in-law namely Sh. Sumit Mangal and
Sonal Mangal from all their movable and
immovable properties acquire or to be
acquired once for all due to their
threatened and illegal activities
detrimental to my clients as well as due to
their being disobedient and disrespectful
towards my clients. My clients also severe
all their relations with their once for all and
my clients will have no concern with them
in any manner whatsoever nor will they be
responsible for their acts of omission and
commission. Any person dealing with
them shall be doing so entirely at his risks
and costs.

Sd/- (NARENDER BHANDARI)
ADVOCATE

Chamber No.: 53, Civil Side,
Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-110054

I, No. JC 594417 Y Rank Sub.
name Parladh Singh of unit 10
JAKLI C/o 56 APO declare that
in Army Record the name of my
Daughter SHEWTA THAKUR whose
Date of Birth is 15.12.1997 has
wrongly been mentioned in my
Service Record as Sheetu & also
the name of my other daughter
OMIKA MAHIYAL whose Date of
Birth is 10.11.2000 has wrongly
been men t i oned as Omika
Manhyal which needs to be
correctedin Army Record. Objection
if any may be filed to concerned
authorities

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is hereby informed that my client Smt.
Swaraj Bahl W/o Shri D.R. Bahl, R/o H.
No. 9, Deenali, Pltampura, Delhi, has
misplaced/lost the Original Perpetual
Sub-Lease Deed in respect of Property
No. C-69, Pushpanjali Enclave,
Pitampura, Delhi, and lodged a FIR/
NCR vide LR No. 677339/2020, Dt.
22.10.2020, with Police Station Crime
Branch, Delhi. If anybody find the said
document, please inform me at the
above said address or Ph. No.
9873414765 or to the undersigned
within 15 days from the date of
publication of this notice.

Sd/-
SURENDER KUMAR (Advocate)

Enrl. No. D/152/1988.

PUBLIC NOTICE
General Public is hereby informed that my Client
Sh. Jai Kumar(Aadhar No 365948952209) S/O Sh.
Sunder Lal R/O A/30, Jeewan Park, Bindapur Ext.,
Uttam Nagar, West Delhi-110059 have disowned
and debarred his son namely Himanshu (aadhar
no. 4873 28376937) S/O Jai Kumar and his wife
namely Nupur(Aadhar No 702138654048) D/O
Ram Karan and his Grandson Swastik Tondak
(age about 2 years)/ S/O Himanshu from their all
movable & immovable properties and severed their
relations with him due to disobedient and
quarrelsome nature. My client shall not be
responsible for their any kind of act in future. If
anybody dealing with him in any manner shall be
doing so at his own risk.

Sd/-
PRADEEP TIWARI ADVOCATE

ENROLLMENT NO. D/2263/2016
Ch. No. 657, Lawyer's Chamber, Dwarka Court

Complex, Sec-10, Dwarka, New Delhi-110075

PUBLIC NOTICE
Be it known to all that my client
Dushyant Kumar S/O Balbir Singh &
his wife Suman Lata R/o RZ-P-72,
New Roshan Pura, Najafgarh, New
Delhi-43 have disowned/ debbered
their son Arun & daughter-in-law
Priyanka & grandson from their all
moveable/ immoveable assets
/properties located at anywhere &
also severed all relations with them.
My clients will not concern/
responsible for their any act, deed,
transaction in any manner.

Vikas Bhardwaj
Advocate

30-A, W. Wing
Tis Hazari Court Delhi

PUBLIC NOTICE
I Lalita Jain W/O Anil Jain R/O
Ward no-5,Jind Road Near
Railway Colony Gohana,Haryana-
131301 declare that i have lost my
original sale deed No-173 in the
area of Mehmudpur road Gohana
Haryana.Now i need to apply for
duplicate copy of my sale deed . I
have already filed FIR with
application no 132390352000858
on dated 05/04/2013 at police
station Gohana city.If any body
found please send it to my
address.
Lalita Jain
9416013304

II,, NaveenKumarR/o-C-126,
Inder-EnclavePhase-1, Kirari-
Suleman-Nagar, Delhi-
110086.have lostmyoriginal
certificate class-10thYear-
2012Roll No-8736531CBSE
DelhiMob.8178520469.

0040552257-3

II,, HarshDhanuka, S/oMahendra
KumarDhanuka, 95B, E-2 Lane,
EasternAvenue, Sainik Farm,
NewDelhi-110062have lost
property document, builder
buyer agreement of FlatNo.
CM-808B, TheCamellias, DLF
Phase-V, Sector-42, Gurgaon.
Findermycontact 9810995857

0040552267-1

LLoossttmy-original 10th&12th-
classMarksheet 10th
Roll.No.8800907, fromCBSE
passing year-2012&12th
Roll.No.052255153138,from
NIOSBoard.FinderContact-
RishabhSharma,R/o-D-
165,ShivDurgaVihar,
Lakkarpur,Faridabad,Haryana-
121009. 0040552249-9

bZ&fufonk lwpuk
1- fufonk fof'k"Vhdj.k laŒ Mhohoh,u,y&
,e,e/3046&2020% Supply of RPBI

Backalite Tube in various sizes, ek=k% dqy
4]20]000 ux] /kjksgj jkf'k% #Œ 70]000-00]
fufonk çi= dk ewY;% #Œ 3]540-00 ¼thŒ
,lŒVhŒ lfgr½A 2- fufonk fof'k"Vhdj.k laŒ
Mhohoh,u,y&,e,e/3047&2020 Supply

of Glass Sleeves in various sizes, ek=k%
dqy 5]60]000 ux] /kjksgj jkf'k% #Œ 20]000-
00] fufonk çi= dk ewY;% #Œ 3]540-00 ¼th
Œ,lŒVhŒ lfgr½A 3- fufonk fof'k"Vhdj.k
laŒ Mhohoh,u,y&,e,e/ 3048&2020%
Supply of Cotton Tape in various sizes,

ek=k% dqy 3]40]000 Roll] /kjksgj jkf'k% #Œ
1]20]000-00] fufonk çi= dk ewY;% #Œ
5]900-00 ¼thŒ,lŒVhŒ lfgr½A 4- fufonk
fof'k"Vhdj.k laŒ Mhohoh,u,y&,e,e/

3049&2020 Supply of Oil Seals in various

sizes, ek=k% dqy 1]18]000 ux] /kjksgj
jkf'k% #Œ 5]000-00] fufonk çi= dk ewY;%
#Œ 1]180-00 ¼thŒ,lŒVhŒ lfgr½A
5- fufonk fof'k"Vhdj.k laŒ Mhohoh,u,y &
,e,e/ 3050&2020 Supply of Rubberized

Cork Sheet in various sizes, ek=k% dqy
19]400 ux] /kjksgj jkf'k% #Œ 70]000-00]
fufonk çi= dk ewY;% #Œ 3]540-00 ¼thŒ
,lŒVhŒ lfgr½A fufonk 'kqYd dsoy
v‚uykbu] DVVNL, AGRA dh osclkbV
www.dvvnl.org ds ek/;e ls gh Lohdkj
fd;k tk;sxkA fooj.k ds fy, —i;k fufonk
çi= /;kuiwoZd i<+ ysaA mijksä fufonk
fnukad 12-11-2020 dks le; 13%00 cts
rd v‚uykbu viyksM dh tk;sxh ,oa fufonk
[kqyus dh fnukad 13-11-2020 dks lka;
16%00 cts [kksyh tk;sxhA fufonk çi=
mŒçŒ 'kklu ds bZ&çksD;ksjeSaV iksVZy
https://etender.up.nic.in ij viyksM dh
tk;sxh] ogk¡ ls fufonk çi= MkmuyksM fd;k
tk ldrk gSA

vYidkyhu bZ&fufonk lwpuk
nf{k.kkapy fo|qr forj.k fuxe fyŒ

CIN:U31200UP2003SGC027460

9024/

fnukad 21&10&2020v/kh0vfHk0¼lkŒçŒ&çFke½/vkxjk/foKkiu
jk"Vª fgr esa fctyh cpk;as

v/kh{k.k vfHk;Urk ¼lkŒçŒ &I½

NOTICE INVITING EXPRESS OF INTEREST
The Additional Commissioner & Regional Director, ESI Corporation, Regional Office Delhi
invites open online bids from Public Sector Undertakings (PSUs) set up by Central/State
Government or any other Central/State Government Organisation/PSUs notified by MoUD
to carry out ARMO work (Civil & Electrical) on agency charge basis (in Single Bid System).

EMPLOYEES’ STATE INSURANCE CORPORATION
MINISTRY OF LABOUR & EMPLOYMENT, GOVERNMENT OF INDIA

REGIONAL OFFICE DELHI, RAJENDRA BHAWAN,
RAJENDRA PLACE, NEW DELHI – 110008

Phone No. : 011-25734381, 011-25745044

Sl. No. Location Tender ID Bid Submission End Date

1. ESIC Regional Office (Delhi) 2020_ESIC_591205_1 05.11.2020 (01:00 PM)

2. ESIC Hospital Rohini (Delhi) 2020_ESIC_591217_1 07.11.2020 (01:00 PM)

3. ESIC Hospital Sahibabad (UP) 2020_ESIC_591578_1 09.11.2020 (01:00 PM)

4. ESIC Hospital Noida (UP) 2020_ESIC_591565_1 10.11.2020 (01:00 PM)

Tenderers may submit online bids on the website http://eprocure.gov.in/eprocure/app.
The tender documents are also available on https://www.esic.nic.in/tenders. No manual
bid will be accepted. All documents/bids should be submitted in the e-Procurement portal
only.
State : Delhi
Date : 19.10.2020 Additional Commissioner & Regional Director

5th Floor, MMRDA old Building, Plot Nos. C-14 & 15, Bandra-Kurla Complex,
Bandra (E), Mumbai – 400 051. Tel. 022-26590001-04, FAX – 022-26594182

E-mail: metro.piu@mailmmrda.maharashtra.gov.in
Website: https://www.mmrda.maharashtra.gov.in

MUMBAI METROPOLITAN REGION
DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY
(A Government of Maharashtra Undertaking)

Date : 21/10/2020
Place: Mumbai
No. : MMRDA/4/MMRP/L4C02

Name of Work : MMRDA/4/MMRP/L4C02: Supply of 9800 MT 60 E1 (UIC-
60), 1080 Grade Head Hardened (HH) Rails as per IRS T-12-2009 for Line-4
& 4A Extension corridor ( Bhakti Park- Kasarvadavali-Gaimukh) of Mumbai
Metro Rail Project of MMRDA, Mumbai
1) Estimated Cost : Rs. 80.46 Cr. (Inclusive of all Taxes)
2) Cost of Blank Tender Form : Rs. 10,000 +GST

( as applicable)(non refundable)
3) Earnest Money Deposit : Rs. 0.805 Crore
4) Contract Period : 15 months from establishment of

Letter of Credit /LOA (as applicable)
• Bid Document download : 23.10.2020 (18.01 hrs.) to

02.12.2020 (16.00 hrs.)
• Last date of online submission : 02.12.2020 (18.00 hrs.)
Note: The e-Tender can be downloaded from e-Tendering Portal: https://
etendermmrda.maharashtra.gov.in. Any additional information, Corrigendum
& help for uploading & downloading the e-tender, may be availed by contacting
MMRDA’s e-tendering service desk at the following id: etendersupport@
mailmmrda.maharashtra.gov.in or call us on 022-26597445.
For further information, if required you may please contact Shri. Sujith Marar,

EE (Track), Metro-PIU, MMRDA on Telephone number 022-26595973 or
email id: sujith.marar@mailmmrda.maharashtra.gov.in

Fu
lra
ni

e-TENDER NOTIcE

Sd/-
Director (Works)

Metro-PIU, - PIU, MMRDA

MMaannnneeddOffice available in
TaichungTaiwanon
monthly/Deal ToDeal basis.
InterestedCompanies to
contact+91 7696280269.
ibmpl@aol.in

0020412518-1

New Delhi



Testing waters
SHIVANINAIK
MUMBAI, OCTOBER22

INDIA’S ELITE swimmers felt like fish out
ofwaterwhentheygot intothepool for the
first fewdaysafter restrictionsput inplace
due to the pandemicwere lifted.
Kushagra Rawat felt his head bouncing

while breathingout ofwater andknewhis
swimming rhythm had gone haywire.
BackstrokespecialistSrihariNatarajhadno
awarenessofhowhisarmsweremoving in
water the first 3-4daysonhis return to the
pool. Even18years spentwith a thousand
repetitionsdayin,dayout,couldnotensure
that the paddle would stay intact when
India’sthreeeliteswimmers-SajanPrakash
also trained inDubai - resumed training.
Back in India now, they realise hitting

pre-pandemiceraspeeds isgoing tobedif-
ficult. “This is going to take longer. Two
monthsmore perhaps,” Srihari (19), said.
Havingcamped inDubaion thebackof

as sturdydry-landtrainingaswaspossible
at home, Srihari, dipped his toes back into
training happy that hewas back inwater.

Uneasy at first
“It felt weird first 3-4 days and there

wasnofeelofwater. Ihadnoideawhatwas
happeningwithmyarmsnorawarenessof
where theywere going, though theywere
moving. I couldn’t grab anywater. It came
back slowly in two weeks,” says the
Bangalorean backstroker. He will stay
locked in his room for two more days on
his return, since he has grandparents’
safety (above 70) to consider. “After that
my parents are deciding if I should con-
tinue in Bangalore or look at training
abroad,” he adds.
Srihari sayshe’s still amonthor twoout

fromhitting top timing.
Rawat concurs. “Target was to get as

close to previous bests as possible. But I’m
not very close to my best at all,” says the
18-year-old, who is hoping Talkatora wa-
ters inDelhiareallowedtoopenat least for
competitive swimmers in the coming
months. “Or else I’ll go to Bangalore. I’ll
need at least a month and half,” says the
800-freestyle specialist.
On finding the elusive feel of water af-

ter fivemonthsof trainingrestrictedtogym
work, Rawat said, “First threeweeks, body
wassore fromall thegymwork(he’s setup
makeshift workout equipment in his ter-

race). But initially there was no tempo at
all. My head was bouncing weirdly while
breathing. Thehipswerenot aligned and I
was leaningmore on the right. And some-
times the left hand was going out too
much. I was just not getting the stroke -
something that came so naturally at the
start of the year.”Srihari would lend his
GoPro system for Rawat to analyse what
limbmovementswere going astray.

Safety protocols
Afineof 3000dirhamsawaitedanyone

caught walking around without a mask
anywhere outside the perimeter of the
pool, Rawat says. “And if someone wasn’t
following social distancing, then after two
warnings they would just cancel the ses-
sion.Didn’thappentous,but itwasstrictly
enforced,” he adds.
The Indians swam a couple of hours

morning and evening. “But if the session
started at 7.30, we had to walk in just be-
fore the start, and vacate by 9.30,” Rawat

recalls.While theDelhi ladhadonline col-
lege classes to attend, spare time saw the
trio play table tennis at the hotel.
“Iwasn’t very good.Hari (Nataraj)was

thebest,”he laughs.Thehotelchefwasalso
sounded out on adding daal to the menu
for the Indians, andrampinguponveggies
in thesalads. “Everyonehadacoupleof ex-
tra kgs to lose,” Rawat added.
For Srihari, the weather was the big

problem. “Putme ina sub-zeroplace and I

wouldn’tmind. But I’mnot a big fan of the
heat,” he would say. The trio got them-
selves testedoncebefore leavingandtwice
on entry and exit fromDubai.

Back to home base
Back at home now, the Swimming

Federationof Indiahasdrawnup its safety
guidelines penned by renowned coach
NiharAmin. SFI recently spelt out its zero-
tolerance policy on breaking safety rules.
President Jayaprakash said, “We’ll always
put lives in front of any sport so I urge
everyonenot togobackeven1per centon
SOPs.Wearerequestingstategovernments
toreopenpools forsportspersonsbutstrict
action will be taken against anyone devi-
ating fromprotocols.”
With fourswimmers in theworld’sTop

40, the SFI has ambitious plans to kit out
two pools - one in Delhi and the Dravid
Padukone centre in Bangalore - with hi-
tech wearables to record parameters and
high-endbio-mechanicequipment likeun-
derwater cameras for race analyses.
However,evenasseveral statesexercise

caution in reopening pools for all racing
swimmers above 12, the task is cut out for
India’s top competitive pack.

Stringent SOPs
Amin’s SOP specifies minimum chlo-

rine levels at1.8-2ppmat7-7.4pHand fil-
tration two hours before and after every
session. Only two swimmers per lane are
allowed with outdoor showers, and they
have been instructed to use dead jump or
startblocks toenterwaterandavoidtouch-
ing handrails and pool ladders.
The SOP also spells out detailed mile-

stones for resumption with emphasis on
shoulder injury prevention andmicro-cy-
cles of increasing load and reps.
It’s only in the thirdmonth that focus-

ingonthetargetspecialitystroke is recom-
mended.
“While returning to training, anaerobic

base endurance level has to be re-devel-
oped. This is usually done in the freestyle
or front-crawl stroke. As basic endurance
improves over the first eight weeks or so,
swimmers should swim of their main
stroke-butterfly forexamplewill increase
gradually. Sharper focus on main stroke
volume and intensity should come in the
thirdmicro-cycle. This is a goodway to be
cautiousandprevent injuryaftera longlay-
off,” Amin explained.
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Real can’t
help losing,
Bayern can’t
stop winning
ASSOCIATEDPRESS
GENEVA,OCTOBER22

REALMADRIDcouldn’thalt its losingstreak
intheChampionsLeagueandnooneseems
able to stop BayernMunich’swinning run.
Madrid’s 3-2 loss to a depleted Shakhtar
Donetsk teamwas themost surprising re-
sult ofWednesday’s opening groupgames
-while Bayern delivered themost impres-
sive performance with a 4-0 win over
AtleticoMadrid.
Itwasa third straight loss in the compe-

tition for Real Madrid - its worst run in 34
years. For defending champions Bayern, it
was a 12th straight Champions League vic-
tory.WinsforLiverpoolandManchesterCity
capped a good round for English clubs and
Atalantaagainshowed its free-scoringstyle
to win 4-0 at overmatched newcomer
Midtjylland.
RealMadridhas beenunconvincing, es-

pecially at home in the Champions League,
since lifting a record-extending 13th
European title three seasons ago. Yet
Shakhtarwasmissing several starters after
a COVID-19 outbreak at the club. The
Ukrainianchampionsstill led3-0athalf time
exposing aMadriddefencemissing injured
captainSergioRamos.
“It’s my job to find solutions because

these kind of games can’t happen,” said
coach Zinedine Zidane, who left veterans
ToniKroosandKarimBenzemaonthebench
aheadof playingBarcelonaonSaturday.
Few fans attended the eight games be-

cause of the spiking coronavirus infections
across Europe and there were none at
Olympiakostoseeastoppage-timegoalearn
a1-0winoverMarseille.
Only1,000wereatSanSirotoseeRomelu

Lukakuscore inhisninthstraightEuropean
game, includinga90th-minuteequaliser to
help Inter Milan draw 2-2 with Borussia
Monchengladbach.

RESULTS:
RealMadrid2-3Shakhtar
BayernMunich4-0AtleticoMadrid
Inter2-2BorussiaMonchengladbach
ManchesterCity3-1Porto
Olympiacos1-0Marseille
Ajax0-1Liverpool
Midtjylland0-4Atalanta

‘SOCIALMEDIAMUSTCOMBATABUSE’
ManchesterCity'sRaheemSterlingsaidsocialmediacompanieshavethetechnologyto
tackleonlineabusebutquestionedwhethertheyhavethewill todoso.Sterlingwasre-
spondingtotheresultsofaProfessionalFootballers'Association(PFA)report into
messagessentonTwitter to44currentandformerplayers inEngland. REUTERS

CROSSWORD4257

ACROSS
1 Jogwithnoclothesonaround
Gateshead(5)

4 A lotof impetus is lost turning
twodirections (7)

8 Itmaybepiercedor just
pricked(3)

9 and2Down:TheBookof
Numbers (9,9)

10 It’s shortandpossiblyconical
(7)

11 Solicitvotes in the foyer (5)
13 Manyarascalwill showwhich
waythewindblows(6)

15 Reasonforbeingmilled(6)
18 Test thepatienceof agood
manatameeting (5)

19 Apreciouspossessionone is
notboundtohave(7)

21 SomeFrenchagitation
producesdelay (9)

23 It is laid forexampleontopof
thegrill (3)

24 It followsusbacktobedto
checkthecopy(7)

25 Is revolting (5)

DOWN
1 Irritatedwhennecessity took
firstplace (7)

2 See9Across
3 Dispatchedto the interior?
(5)

4 Freeadmittance?(6)
5 Turnsup inchilly
surroundingsyetwell received
(7)

6 TheRomanIhave inmind
(3)

7 Onewants tobesodescribed
(5)

12 Unrestrictedstateof
incapacitatedkangaroo(9)

14 It’spossibly true,Tedsaid
(7)

16 Mother takesa longtimetoget
compensation(7)

17 Pretendtohave influence (6)
18 Themaincomingsandgoings
(5)

20 Start topenetrate (5)
22 DeceptionthatconfusesFBI
(3)

ARIES(Mar21-Apr20)
It’s time todwell on
life’s deeper
mysteries and
hidden truths.

Mysticalmusingsmay seem
tobeawasteof time, but if
you comecloser to
discovering justwhat it is that
makesotherpeople tick, it
will be timewell spent. You
might also see that you
overlookedessential facts.

TAURUS(Apr21-May21)
Powerful social
stars insist that love
affairs bepursued
in a constructive

manner. It’s time tobeprecise
aboutwhat you’re going todo,
whenyou’redoing it, andwho
you’redoing itwith.
Punctuality is everything, and
sheer efficiency couldwin
theday.

GEMINI (May22 - June21)
Mars, symbol of
self-assertion and
all high-energy
activities, ismoving

on so, fromnow, youwill
have to standonyour own
two feet. Thepositive angle is
that you’re approaching a
phase in your lifewhich
should be a littlemore
relaxed, but perhaps not until
nextweek.

CANCER(June22- July23)
This isa timefor
inspiration,andno
doubtyou’llbe
comingupwith lots

of brightplans for the future. If
atallpossible,dogiveother
people timetocatchup.
Devotea littleeffort tomaking
yournestmore luxurious.
Frankly,youdeservea little
morecomfort.

LEO(July24-Aug23)
There’s nogetting
away fromthe fact
that financial
queries and

concernsunderpin
everything, and that you
won’t get anywhereunless
youdealwith themfirst. I
mean,what goodaredreams
if you can’t pay for them?
Also, questionapartner on
their realmotives.

VIRGO(Aug24-Sep23)
You’re at aminor
monthly
crossroads, and the
best advicenow is

to carryonasyouare, but be
ready tomakea180-degree
turnat anymoment. Your
stars are in averypowerful
mood, butwheneventsmove
fast youwill have todecide
whichway to jump.

LIBRA(Sep24-Oct23)
It’s time to consider
yourphysicalwell-
being again,
checkingupon

matters likediet andexercise
andgetting in shape for the
future.Workwill bebuilding
upover thenextmonth,
and itwill be important to
paceyourself, finding
relaxationwhenand
whereyoucan.

SCORPIO(Oct24-Nov23)
Your stars are
lookinghighly
sociable and
increasingly

passionate. It seemscertain
that yourmoodswill be
dominatedbyhowwell
youget onwithotherpeople,
andwhat you imagine
they thinkof you. But there’s
reallynoneed tobe too
self-conscious.

SAGITTARIUS(Nov24-Dec22)
It isyourmonthly
make-or-breaktime
bothathomeandat
work.Short-term

forecastsdon’t comemuch
moredramatic thanthat,but
thepoint is thatyoumaynow
rearrangealmostanythingthat
doesn’tpleaseyou,making
sure that in future itdoes.

CAPRICORN(Dec23- Jan20)
You should bynow
have learnt to
treasure your
imagination. You

see, at times like this,
your success in virtually any
venture depends onyour
almost poetic ability to
charmother people and
persuade them that you’re
right. That really is a skill
to treasure.

AQUARIUS(Jan21-Feb19)
Forsomereason
yourself-esteem
seemstokeep
slipping,but today

isoneof those timeswhenyou
cantakesteps to liftyour
morale.Youmayevenrealise
justwhat it is thathasbeen
damagingyourconfidence.
Was itanotherperson?
Perhapsyoualsoplayed
yourpart.

PISCES(Feb20-Mar20)
Powerful emotions
are in the air. You
are skilled in the art
of keeping your

feelings to yourself, but they
are liable to break out sooner
or later. Just be sure to find
the rightwords. Ambitious
stars are likely to see you
aiming for the top, by theway.
Go for it.
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DifficultyLevel2s
Instructions
TosolveaSudokupuzzle,
everydigitfrom1to9
mustappear ineachofthe
nineverticalcolumns, in
eachoftheninehorizontal
rowsandineachofthe
nineboxes.

DifficultyLevel
1s=Veryeasy;2s=Easy;
3s=Medium;4s=Hard;
5s=VeryHard;6s=
Genius S
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Givenbelowarefour jumbledwords.Solvethejumblestomakeproperwordsandmovethemto
therespectivesquaresbelow.Selecttheletters intheshadedsquaresandjumblethemtoget
theanswerforthegivenquip.
Agoodthingtorememberissomebody’sgotita______thanwedo.-JoelOsteen(3,5)

SOLUTION:SERGE,LOOSE,VASTLY,SQUAWK
Answer:Agoodthingtorememberissomebody’sgotitalotworsethanwedo.
-JoelOsteen

EGSER ASVYLT

OLEOS AKQUSW

SolutionsCrossword4256:Across:1Enterprise,8Ceuta,9Deflect,10Turmoil,11
Nasal,12Honest,14System,17Chase,19Exploit,21Scorpio,22Drips,23First-
class.Down:2Neutron,3Erato,4Paddle,5Infancy,6Evens,7Stalemates,8Cutthe
cost,13Sleeper,15Tropics,16Retort,18Aloof,20Pedal.

JUMBLEDWORDS

OVERTHEHEDGE byMichael Fry&TLewis

CALVIN&HOBBES byBillWatterson

MARVIN byTomArmstrong

DAYTODAY BYPETERVIDAL

India’s finest swimmersgetback intowater,knowing itwouldbea longhaul tobest timings

Indianeliteswimmers (L-R)KushagraRawat,SrihariNatarajandSajanPrakash
duringtheir two-monthDubai stintafter resumingtraining.

WADAprobefinds
useofdoppelgangers
A three-year investigation into the
InternationalWeightliftingFederation
(IWF)hasuncoveredcasesofsuspected
urinesubstitutionand“doppelgangers”
beingusedtoimpersonateathletes,the
WADA, said. Eighteenweightlifters
fromsixcountriesaresuspectedofgiv-
ingmanipulatedsamples,WADAsaid,
addingthatthecasesofurinesubstitu-
tion would be forwarded to the
International Testing Agency (ITA).
WADA said that it found evidence of
“doppelgangers”beingusedtoimper-
sonateathletesduringthesamplecol-
lectionprocess.Thediscoverywaspart
ofmultipleandongoingWADAprobes
thatbeganin2017,includingOperation
Arrow, a covert investigation into the
practice of urine substitution at the
pointofcollection.

Azerbaijanclub
warnedforsalute
PlayersandofficialsofAzerbaijaniclub
Qarabagwhomademilitarysalutesat
aEuropaLeaguegamewhilethecoun-
trywas inconflictwithArmeniawere
warnedbyUEFAonThursday. Thein-
cident onOctober 1 camedays after
hostilities flared betweenAzerbaijan
andneighboringArmeniaoverthedis-
puted territoryof Nagorno-Karabakh.
UEFAlisted13playersand14cluboffi-
cialswhomadethegesture in thesta-
diuminPoland.

Indiagetnodto
quarantineinSydney
SydneyandCanberraaresettohostthe
white-balllegofIndia'stourofAustralia
aftertheNewSouthWalesgovernment
allowedthevisitingteamtotraindur-
ingitsmandatoryquarantineuponar-
rival. 'ESPNcricinfo' on Thursday re-
ported that New South Wales
governmentandCricketAustraliahave
struck a deal to allow Indian and
AustralianplayersreturningfromIPLto
traininSydneywhilequarantining. The
Indian teamwas initially supposed to
land in Brisbane but theQueensland
state health authorities did not relax
their 14-dayquarantine rule to allow
ViratKohli andCo to trainduring that
period. AGENCIES

BRIEFLY

It feltweird first 3-4 days
and therewas no feel ofwater. I
had no ideawhatwas
happeningwithmy arms nor
awareness ofwhere theywere
going, though theywere
moving...”

SRIHARINATARAJ
BACKSTROKE SPECIALIST

New Delhi
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SANDIPG
OCTOBER22

MANISH PANDEY demonstrated that there
ismoretoSunrisersHyderabadbattingthan
theoverseasbigguns,thuskeepingtheirslim
knockout prospects burning. Chasing 155
against Rajasthan Royals, they lost David
Warner and Jonny Bairstow upfront, but
Pandeyweathered the Jofra Archer-storm
and smothered the rest to carve an eight-
wicket victory. Vijay Shankar played the ac-
compliceroletoperfection,crunchingahalf-
centuryhimself.

Pandey, the chasemaster
Throughouttheseries,Pandeyhaslooked

fluent but without making it count. On
Thursdaythough,hestampedhismatch-win-
ningcapabilitieswitha47-ball83,thatsteered
Sunriserstoafacilevictory.
It’sthecontextthatmultipliesthevalueof

theknock.Sunriserswerelanguishingatsev-
enth spot on thepoints table,making a last-
gaspeffort toqualify for theplayoffs. Pandey
walkedintothemiddleinthefirstovertoface
atails-upArcher.
The England tearaway soon inflicted an-

other blow—bursting through the defences
of Jonny Bairstow. At 16/2, their seasonwas
slipping down the slope. But Pandey didn’t
shrink. He launched a calculated assault —
neutering Archerwith caution and tearing
youngKartikTyagiapart.Hestruckabraceof
boundariesthroughtheoffsideinhisfirstover,
before thumping him for two sixes and a
boundary inhisnext. In theend,heturneda
shakystartintoastrollwithamplehelpfrom
Shankar, withwhomhe put on 140 runs. It
was the kind of authoritative knock that
makesonewonderwhyhisinternationalca-
reerhasn’tquitesoared.

ARoyal choke
RashidKhanisthemasterofmiddle-overs

choke.His very sight is enough for batsmen,
even themostdaringones, todig a trenchat
thecreaseandhideinsideit.It’sthereasonthe
Afghanhasbledonly5.47runsperoverinthis

edition.It’snotthathebowlsincrediblystifling
linesandlengths,butthefearofdeceptionhe
hasinfusedintothem.
Rashid concededonly20 runs inhis four

over. But it was not him alone that put the
brakesonRoyalsafterareasonablybriskstart.
HehadanunseemlysidekickinShankar.Heis
notquitereputedforthrift,ashiscareerecon-
omy rate of 8.60 suggests. But in the last few
gamesforSunrisers,hehasprovedincredibly
difficulttohit.
Partof his revival isdue toaconcertedef-

fort tobowlback-of-lengthrather than fuller.
Whereas in thepast he strove to bowl every
deliveryasfastashecould,herehewasdelib-
eratelybowlingwithinhimself,notproviding
batsmen the pace tomanoeuvre. The com-
binedfiguresofRashidandShankarinthemid-
dleoversread7-0-35-1.
As a consequence, the Royals decided to

targetJasonHolder.SanjuSamsonpulledhim
for a six but feathered anedgebackontohis
stumps the next ball. And in the next over,
Rashid came back to devour a listless Ben
Stokes.HisarrivalwassupposedtofuelRoyals’

knockoutpursuits.Onthecontrary,hehasin-
duced imbalance in the batting order. Jos
Buttler was moved down to No 4 which
pushedSteveSmithtofiveandRahulTewatia
toseven.
BRIEF SCORES: Sunrisers Hyderabad

156/2(ManishPandey83*,VijayShankar52;
JofraArcher2/21)beatRajasthanRoyals154/6
(SanjuSamson36,BenStokes30;JasonHolder
3/33)byeightwickets.
LIVE:MIvsCSK,StarSports7:30pm

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
OCTOBER22

CRICKETCOMMENTATORandformerEngland
international Isa Guha has hit back after a
thinly-veiledbarbfromGeoffreyBoycottwho
claimedthatBBCchose“equalityoverquality”
bydroppinghimfromitscommentarypanel.
Guha took umbrage at the reporting of the
newspaperDailyMailwhichwrote that for-
merEnglandopenerBoycottwasdroppedfor
a“youngermulti-racial line-up”.

WhydidBoycottaccuseBBCof ‘sacrificing
qualityforequality?
Boycott,80,criticisedBBCafterthenetwork

chosenottorenewhiscontractearlierthisyear.
“Theyhave sacrificedquality for equality.

It isnowallaboutpolitical correctness, about
genderandrace.Whenyouworkforthem,you
arewaryandfrightenedofsayinganything. It
isaminefieldoutthereandthatissad,”Boycott,
whohadworkedasacommentatorwithBBC
for 14 years, told the Daily Telegraph on
Tuesday. His commentwas seen as a barb
againstGuha,whoplayed113 internationals
for England across all three formats andhas
workedwiththeBBCforadecade.Sheiscur-
rentlytheleadpresenterandball-by-ballcom-
mentator forBBC's TestMatchSpecial (TMS)
radio programme. She alsoworkswith Fox
SportsinAustralia.
In actuality, Boycott’s ‘expert

comments’ role has been filled
this summerby formerEngland
captainAlastair Cookandswing
bowlerJamesAnderson.

WasitBoycott’scomments
thatirkedGuha?
Itwasn’tonlyBoycottbutthe

wayhiscommentwasportrayedbytheDaily
Mail,UK’shighest-circulateddailynewspaper.
Inanonlinearticle thatreportedonBoycott’s
commentandalsointhecorrespondingtweet,
DailyMailsaidthatBoycottwas“dropped...for
ayoungermulti-racial line-up”.
GuhatooktosocialmediaonWednesday.

"Somethoughtson theDailyMail article this
morn”,GuhawroteinanotetoTwitter.“Itend
toignorethesearticlesandrealisethat,byre-
acting,itonlyfulfilstheobjectivesofthehead-
line;buthavingbeensubjectedtothisoverthe
lastfewyearsIjustwantedtosayafewthings”.
“Iappreciatepeoplehavevaryingopinions

on the job I do as a presenter/commentator.

However, the idea that I have ‘replaced’
Geoffreyisabitodd,havingworkedoninter-
nationalmen’s cricket at theBBC for thebest
partof10years.Furthermore,myroleiscom-

pletely different to that of
Geoffrey’s.Tokeepbeingdragged
into this kind of conversation
purelybecauseofthecolourofmy
skin and gender is quite frankly
tiresomeandonlyservestocreate
division. I onlyhave sadness that
thisshouldbedeemednewswor-
thyoversomethingmorepositive

andinspiring.”

HasBoycottmadesuchprovocative
statementsinthepast?
Yes.InJune,hesaidthatwomencommen-

tatorsshouldnotcallmen’scricket.
“Youhavetoknowthepressure,emotions

and technique required and I donot believe
youcanlearnthat fromreadingabookorbe-
causeyouplayedclubcricket,secondXIcricket
or,withgreatrespect,women’scricket.Asgood
asthewomenareattheirgame,itbearsnore-
semblance to the power and pace ofmen’s
cricket,”Boycottwroteinacolumn.
The column triggered criticism, led by

Australia’s former player Lisa Sthalekar. “It’s
time for him to leave the game and let’s re-
memberhimas a great cricketer of a certain
generation,”shesaidthen.“Talkaboutpower
– I didn’t seemuchpower that hedisplayed.
Let’scalluphisstrikerateandlookatsomeof
thenumbers compared to female Test crick-
eters of even that generation. I think someof
thefemalecricketerswouldhavehadabetter
strikeratethanhedid.

HasIsafoundsupportfromotherplayers?
OnTwitter, formerAustralianplayer and

current commentatorMel Jones described
Guha'sresponseasa"lessoninclassandpro-
fessionalism", and called for an end to "low-
brow,misleading anddownright repugnant
reporting".
AlisonMitchell, the firstwoman to com-

mentate regularly on cricket at BBC, also
tweetedoutinsupport:“Somaddenedbythe
Mailpiece&itsframing.Inaccuracyisonlythe
start. Just hearda radiopresenterperpetuate
theMail’smythsaying“Boycottwasreplaced
by IsaGuha”. Ish ... is a highly accomplished
broadcasterwhoshouldn’thavetoputupwith
this…youinspireeverydayIsh”

Sunnot ready to set…as yet
SRHstayalive inplayoff racewith facilewinoverRajasthanRoyals

SYNOPSIS
Pandeyorchestrates theperfect
chase,afterRashidandVijay
inducechoke

POINTS TABLE
Team Matches Won Lost NR Points
DC 10 7 3 0 14
RCB 10 7 3 0 14
MI 9 6 3 0 12
KKR 10 5 5 0 10
SRH 10 4 6 0 8
KXIP 10 4 6 0 8
RR 11 4 7 0 8
CSK 10 3 7 0 6

Why commentator Guha hit back
at ‘Boycott’s replacement’ report

They have sacrificed quality for
equality. It is now all about
political correctness, about
gender and race.When you work
for them, you are wary and
frightened of saying anything. It
is a minefield out there and that
is sad.”

GEOFFERYBOYCOTT
FORMERENGLANDOPENER

..To keepbeingdragged into this
kind of conversationpurely
becauseof the colour ofmyskin
andgender is quite frankly
tiresomeandonly serves to create
division. I only have sadness that
this shouldbedeemed
newsworthy over somethingmore
positive and inspiring.”

ISAGUHA
FORMERENGLANDINTERNATIONAL

Hyderabad’sManishPandeyhitanastonishingeightsixes inhis47-ball83. BCCI
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