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The lockdown to contain the coronavirus outbreak has

disrupted supply chains. One crucial chain is delivery of
information and insight — news and analysis that is fair and
accurate and reliably reported from across a
nation in quarantine.

Avoice you can trust amid the clanging of alarm bells.
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Economy in
mind, Govt
eases curbs
on visas

DEEPTIMAN TIWARY
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 22

TAKING A significant step to ease
visa curbs putin place to contain
the Covid outbreak, the govern-
ment on Thursday said that all
foreigners, except those in the
tourist category, will be allowed
to enter the country.

The decision to open up will
also cover all Persons of Indian
Origin (PIO) and Overseas
Citizens of India (OCI), it said.
Since March, only certain cate-
gories of OCI card holders and
foreigners were allowed to enter
the country.

A senior official told The
Indian Express that the latest
move is aimed at fully opening
the economy “eventually” so
that international trade and
commerce can be resumed “on
afull scale”.

“The government has been
gradually liberalising visas for
foreigners and OCI card holders
throughout the pandemic pe-
riod. It is in keeping with the in-
tent to fully open the economy
eventually. If we intend to re-
sume international trade and
commerce ona full scale, we will
have to allow foreigners to come
ineven as we maintain all Covid
protocol,” the official said.

“The decision on restoring
the visaregime to pre-pandemic
time will be taken in due course,
depending on the situation,” the
official said.

In a statement, the Ministry
of Home Affairs (MHA) said that
“this decision will enable foreign
nationals to come to India for var-
ious purposes such as business,

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

DURGA Puja, DISTANCED

Visitors outside a puja pandal in Kolkata on Thursday. The Calcutta High Court has declared all pandals ‘no-entry zones’ in

view of Covid-19. Partha Paul

MAHARASHTRA DECISION TO WITHDRAW “GENERAL CONSENT’

Took step to ensure CBI is not used
for political purpose: Home Minister

MOHAMED THAVER
MUMBAI, OCTOBER 22

A DAY after Maharashtra with-
drew “general consent” given to
the CBI to probe cases in the
state, Home Minister Anil
Deshmukh Thursday described
the agency as “professional” but
said “there is a doubt in the
minds of many that it may be
used for political purposes”.

Deshmukh reiterated that
the state withdrew consent to
ensure that “the agency is not
used for political purposes in
Maharashtra”, adding that the
CBI had earlier been referred to
as a “caged parrot” by the
Supreme Court.

Dr Reddy’s isolates
data centre services
after cyber attack

Comes days after company got
approval for Russian vaccine trials

PRABHARAGHAVAN
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 22

DR REDDY’s Laboratories on
Thursday said it had “isolated” its
data centre services after a cyber
attack. The  Hyderabad-
headquartered drug maker re-
ported the data breach days after
itreceived regulatory approvals to
conduct human trials of a Covid-
19 vaccine candidate developed
by a Russian research institute.

“In the wake of a detected
cyber-attack, we have isolated all
data centre services to take re-
quired preventive actions,” Dr
Reddy's told the Bombay Stock
Exchange on Thursday.

“We are anticipating all serv-
ices to be up within 24 hours and
we do not foresee any major im-

pact on our operations due to
this incident,” Mukesh Rathi,
Chief Information Officer of the
company, said.

The attack, the exact nature
of whichis not yet public, has re-
portedly also forced the firm to
temporarily shut down opera-
tions at its major manufacturing
facilities across the world.
Pharma experts said this is nec-
essary to minimise the impact of
abreach of cyber security.

Besides India, Dr Reddy’s has
manufacturing facilities in the
United States, United Kingdom,
Mexico and China. It has research
and development facilities in the
US, the UK, the Netherlands and
India. The company has 29 global
offices in various continents.

In response to an email sent

CONTINUEDON PAGE 2

Anil Deshmukh at a press
conference in Mumbai on
Thursday. Ganesh Shirsekar

“We all know thatin the past
CBI has done enquiries without
taking approval from the
Maharashtra government...even
now, there is a TRP case that is
being investigated by Mumbai
Police...a similar case has been

registered in UP, and it is possi-
ble that due to political pressures
the CBI could take up this case as
well,” Deshmukh told reporters.

The Home Minister was re-
ferring to the ongoing investiga-
tion by Mumbai Police, which
has alleged that three channels,
including Republic TV, were
prima facie involved in manipu-
lating TRPs. On Tuesday, the CBI
took over a case registered by UP
Police against “unknown” chan-
nels and persons over alleged
fudging of TRPs.

“Everybody knows that
Mumbai Police and Maharashtra
Police are responsible for ending
gang wars and shootouts. Despite
this, due to political reasons, cases

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Govt intervenes in DU
row, snubs V-C, junks
his order on Registrar

ARANYA SHANKAR
& RITIKACHOPRA
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 22

IN A dramatic twist in the ongo-
ing tussle between Delhi
University Vice-Chancellor (V-C)
Yogesh Tyagiand Pro V-CPCJoshi,
the union government snubbed
Tyagi on Thursday, declaring his
contentious appointments to the
Registrar’s post as invalid.

The Ministry of Education
(MoE) also instructed DU to not
act on Tyagi’s orders until he
joined office after submitting a
medical fitness certificate
“issued by the competent au-
thority who treated him”.

Joshi would continue to act
as the head of the university un-
til then.

Joshi and Tyagi had gone
head-to-head on Wednesday
over the appointment of a new
Registrar — a faceoff that resulted
in the unprecedented situation

DU Vice
Chancellor
Yogesh
Tyagi

of three people being appointed
Registrarin the course of the day.

Tyagi has been on leave ever
since he was admitted to AIIMS
on July 2 under “emergency
medical condition”. The govern-
ment had given Joshi charge of
V-Con July 17 until Tyagi re-
sumed office.

The order signals the govern-
ment’s unhappiness with Tyagi.
Sources said the Ministry is up-
set at not having been officially
informed of the V-C's absence
from office.

“He hasn’t been attending of-
fice, and till two days ago he
wasn't fit enough to attend the
Parliamentary Committee’s

CONTINUEDON PAGE 2

Row in Nepal
after RKAW
chief meets
Oli, party
seeks details

KP Sharma Oli;
Samant Kumar Goel

YUBARAJ GHIMIRE
KATHMANDU, OCTOBER 22

NEPAL'S EMBATTLED Prime
Minister, K P Sharma Oli, came
under fresh attack Thursday, in-
cluding from three former Prime
Ministers and his own party lead-
ers, for meeting Indian R&RAW
chief Samant Kumar Goel with-
out keeping them in the loop.
Calling it “improper” and

SOMEBODY HAS TO SUBSIDISE: JAVADEKAR

Manifesto ‘Promise No.1*
BJPinjects free Covid
vaccinein Bihar elections

Under fire, BJP’s defence: If parties can
promise farm loan waiver, why not this

DIPANKAR GHOSE
&LIZMATHEW
PATNA,NEW DELHI,OCT 22

THE BJP promised “residents of
Bihar” free vaccination against
Covid-19 in its Bihar assembly
election manifesto released
Thursday, drawing sharp reac-
tions from Opposition parties,
most of which said it was “ap-
palling” that a vaccine to fight
the pandemic was made beinga
poll agenda.

Defending its announce-
ment, the BJP said it’s a pledge on
a public health issue. Releasing
the party manifesto in Patna,
Union Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman said: “After crossing
all the stages, there are at least
three vaccines that have reached
thelast stage, and are on the cusp
of production. After this, if scien-
tific people say this vaccine is
fine, production can take place.
Our production capacity, be-
cause of the government’s inter-
vention, is very large.”

“So when the clearance
comes from scientists, our vac-
cine production will be at sucha
level that what we are promis-
ing, everyone in Bihar will get a

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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TN, MP ANNOUNCE FREE VACCINE FOR ALL

To buy or not to buy: Why this
comes as a surprise to states

KAUNAIN SHERIFFM
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 22

THE BJP announcement promis-
ing free Covid-19 vaccination for
allin Bihar as part of its election
manifesto has taken several
states by surprise.

Especially, since until now the

vaccine conversation
between the Centre
and the states was
around identifying
who should receive it
ona priority basis.

So the announce-
ment of a free vaccine

EXPLAINED

as an election promise singling
outone state adds a political twist

Opp parties
slam politics
over pandemic,
EC unlikely

to object
MANOJCG

& RITIKACHOPRA
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 22

THE BJP’S promise to provide
free Covid-19 vaccine to the peo-
ple of Bihar, made in its election
manifesto Thursday, triggered a
political row with the RJD,
Congress and other Opposition
parties slamming the party, ac-
cusing it of politicising the pan-
demic and playing on the fears
of the people.

Reacting sharply to the BJP
promise, the RJD said, “Corona
vaccine belongs to the country.
It does not belong to the BJP. The
political use of the vaccine shows
that they have no option but to
sell the fear of the disease and
death. The people of Bihar have
self-respect, they do not sell their
children’s future for a few pen-
nies,” the RJD posted on its
Twitter handle.

Its senior leader and Rajya

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

to a subject — Covid
management — that
has so far been largely
framed by cooperative
rather than competi-

o tive federalism.
States are trying to
figure out what the
implications are. Many see this
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

“objectionable”, former Prime
Ministers Pushpa Kamal Dahal
Prachanda, whois also executive
chairman of the ruling Nepal
Communist Party, Jhalanath
Khanal and Madhav Kumar
Nepal, former Deputy Prime
Ministers Bhim Bahadur Rawal
and Narayan Kaji Shrestha held
separate group meetings, and
some took to social media to crit-
icise Oli. They asked him to pro-
vide details of the meeting with
the R&AW chief that lasted more
than two hours, almost till mid-
night Wednesday.

Goel and team had flown
to Kathmandu on a special flight.
They were said to have also
met Leader of Opposition

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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Pandemic, distress, a broken phone: How
a family in Goa lost their 16-year-old son

PAGE 1
ANCHOR

SMITANAIR
SATTARI(GOA), OCTOBER 22

AT PAL village in Goa’s Sattari
taluka, a family is distraught. The
pandemic and its aftereffects —
reduced earnings, an uncertain
future — had already put them
through great hardship. A bro-
ken mobile phone was seem-
ingly the last straw. On October
15, their 16-year-old son was
found hanging in the house.

The father, who drives a pri-
vate bus, says his son, a Class 10
student of a government school
inthevillage, used a smartphone
to attend his online classes. On
October 11, the phone screen
broke, but the boy kept it to him-
self, telling his mother only a
couple of days later.

“We had been struggling for
months so everyone was inabad
mood. When he told his mother
about the phone, she said it can't
be repaired immediately,and he
threw a tantrum. When I came
back fromwork, he gotintoanar-
gument with me and [ held him
by his collar. He stopped me say-

The teenager’s notebook; he
was a Class 10 student

ing, ‘I have only one nice shirt’. He
removed his shirt, put it on a
hanger and told me I could beat
him. By then, [just couldn’t,” says
the father.

“Ithen told himIonly have Rs
500 with me and need it to buy
rice. I asked him to wait for four
days for me to arrange the
Rs 2,000 he needed to repair the
screen,” he adds.

Since the pandemic began,
money has been tight — the fa-
ther used to earn up to Rs 700 a
day, but the lockdown had left
him with no income for four
months. Since July, he is back at
work, but only earns Rs 500, that

too on good days.

The mother, a beneficiary of
the Griha Aadhar Scheme, a wel-
fare scheme for homemakers,
said she hadn't received any
money since the lockdown, ex-
cept for a one-time payment of
Rs 1,500 during Ganesh
Chaturthi. The grandmother, a
beneficiary of the Dayanand
Social Security Scheme for wid-
ows, too hadn't got any money
for months.

A government officer con-
firmed the payment has been
stalled due to the state’s depleted
coffers. On Tuesday, however,

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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India is unique because of its diversity as every State has something distinct to offer.
At India Exim Bank, we have been catalyzing India’s exports for four decades and one of our
strategies has been engagement with the State governments. Export promotion at the State
level is a high priority for the country as well as for the Bank. We have shared our expertise
in the preparation of Export Preparedness Index 2020 of various States and are working with
several State governments, developing strategies toaugment exports.

eximbankindia.in/research-papers | Follow uson u m u

Shaping research-driven policies
to make your State export-ready.
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For the Shriram Bharatiya Kala Kendra, this year’s Ramlila was a determined leap of faith. For Mehrauli’s
Classic Ramlila, the pandemic’s pressures proved too much.

KERALA

DURGA PUJA

MORTGAGING TREES IN
KERALAVILLAGE

The plan was rolled out
earlier this weekina
Kerala village

DURGA IDOL MADE
USING MEDICAL WASTE
Assam artist used more
than 30,000 capsules
and syringes

Yadav and the
challenges he faces

NEW EPISODE EVERYDAY

In today’s episode we take a look at
Tejashwi Yadav's rise in his party and
family to become a contender for the chief

minister's post in Bihar.
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Surprise to states

as the first indication that the
Centre will procure the vaccine -
- or vaccines -- at rates it negoti-
atesand states may then be asked
to purchase their own stocks.

This is reinforced by the fact
that the National Expert Group on
Vaccine Administration - part of
the Centre’s Covid task force --
madeitclear, inits very first meet-
ing, that states should not chart
their separate pathways for pro-
curement.

Also, significantly, minutes af-
ter the statement made by
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman, BJP IT cell’s Amit
Malviya tweeted: “Like all pro-
grams, Centre will provide vac-
cines to state at a nominal rate. It
is for the state Govts to decide if
theywant togive it for free or oth-
erwise. Health being a state sub-
ject, Bihar BJP has decided to give
it free. Simple.”

Itisn't so simple. Once the BJP
- ruling both in Patna and the
Centre - hasannounced free vac-
cines forallin Bihar, few states will
take a contrary stand. Indeed,
within hours, Chief Ministers of
Tamil Nadu, which has elections
next year, and of BJP-ruled
Madhya Pradesh announced free
Covid-19vaccination. More states
are expected to make their an-
nouncements.

For the Centre to assure free
vaccine across the nation, it may
have tobe brought under the flag-
ship Universal Immunization
Program (UIP), under the National
Health Mission, and the program
will have tobe extended totheen-
tire adult population.

The UIP is a fully funded
Central government scheme that,
currently, provides free vaccina-
tiontoall children - including 2.67
crore newborns -- and 2.9 crore
pregnant women annually.

Atpresent, under the UIP, free
vaccines are provided for nine dis-
eases at the national level:
Diphtheria, Pertussis (whooping
cough), Tetanus, Polio, Measles,
Rubella, a severe form of child-
hood Tuberculosis, Hepatitis B,
and Meningitis & Pneumonia.
Regionally,and in select endemic
districts, free vaccines are pro-
vided for three more diseases:
Rotavirus diarrhoea,
Pneumococcal Pneumonia, and
Japanese Encephalitis.

Bringing Covid into this list
will need work.

Said an expert, who has
worked closely with the govern-
ment and has been part of the
National Immunization Technical
Advisory Group: “This pandemic
isthefirst time thatan entire adult
population is a target. Today’s
statement is political. But for it to
be translated into policy and for
the adult population to be in-
cluded in the UIP, modalities on
pricing have to be worked out
with the states.”

Responding to the BJP’s an-
nouncement, Health Minister TS
Singh Deo from Congress-ruled
Chhattisgarh reflected the views
of many states: “We have not
been told anything by the
Government of India about the
purchase of the vaccine. It is not
anissueif we (states)are asked to
pay.Ifwe have to pay, we will..but
vaccines should be made avail-
able in proportion to the popula-
tion. A vaccine cannot be assured
foraparticular state. The Election

Commission should take cog-
nizance of this announcement.”

Today’s announcement also
comes when the expert vaccine
group is exploring multiple
mechanisms including advance
market commitments as has
been done by US and European
countries.

The view in the government
is that “realistic prices” of the vac-
cine will be available only when
they are cleared by regulators.

“Any indicative price forasin-
gle dose or double dose vaccine
becomes a plausible figure once
the vaccine has been able to
demonstrate its safety and effi-
cacy. Once that is done by multi-
ple vaccines, prices will decline
and decline drastically. Therefore
we cannot hazard a guess of how
much the outgo will be (until, pos-
sibly) July,” Union Health
Secretary Rajesh Bhushan had
said. The Centre is actively in
communication with private
health care providers who have
said they are ready to vaccinate at
their hospitals.

Visas
conferences, employment, stud-
ies, research, medical

purposes, etc”.

“The Government has now
decided to make a graded relax-
ationinvisaand travel restrictions
for more categories of foreign na-
tionals and Indian nationals who
wish to enter or leave India.
Therefore, it has been decided to
permit all OCland PIO card hold-
ersand all other foreign nationals
intending to visit India for any
purpose, exceptonaTourist Visa,”
the statement said.

Thosewhoareeligible canen-
ter the country through autho-
rised airports and seaport immi-
gration checkposts, the Ministry
said. “This includes flights oper-
ated under Vande Bharat Mission,
Air Transport Bubble arrange-
ments or by any non-scheduled
commercial flights as allowed by
the Ministry of Civil Aviation. All
such travellers will, however; have
to strictly adhere to guidelines of
the Ministry of Health and Family
Welfare regarding quarantine and
other health/Covid-19 matters,”
the statement said.

Under the graded relaxation,
the Government has also decided
to restore with immediate effect
all existing visas, except those in
the electronic, tourist and med-
ical categories. Fresh applications
need to be submitted in some of
the categories.

“Ifthe validity of such visas has
expired, fresh visas of appropri-
ate categories can be obtained
from Indian Mission/Posts con-
cerned. Foreign nationals intend-
ing tovisit India for medical treat-
ment canapply foraMedical Visa
including for their medical atten-
dants,” the statement said.

The Government had sus-
pended visas of all foreigners on
March 11, with the last interna-
tional flight landing in the country
on March 23. A day later, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi an-
nounced the nationwide lock-
down. Since then, the
Government has relaxed, in
phases, restrictions on entry of
foreigners and OCI card holders.
Its last order in August had al-
lowed a certain category of for-
eigners, including those arriving
for business or medical reasons,
to enter India through air bubble

CLARIFICATIONS 8 CORRECTIONS

22.10.20,PAGE1

THE PHOTOGRAPH of women in a Mumbiai local train was incor-
rectly attributed to Ganesh Shirsekar. The photograph is by Amit

Chakravarty. The error is regretted.

PAGE 7

THE ARTICLE ‘It’s not a referendum on Modi, absolutely not’ men-
tioned incorrectly that CPI leader Kanhaiya Kumar did not say any-
thing following Umar Khalid’s arrest over the Delhi riots. In a state-
ment accusing the government of stifling dissent, two days after
Khalid’s arrest, Kanhaiya had mentioned the student activistamong
several others arrested. The article also said Kanhaiya had finished
third in the 2019 Lok Sabha elections contesting from Begusarai seat.

He had come second.
The errors are regretted.

arrangements with countries
such as the US, the UK, Germany
and France.

For OCI card-holders, the
Government first announced re-
laxations on May 22. Following
this, the Government allowed
chartered flights carrying foreign-
ers for specific business purposes
toarrive in the country.

Maharashtra

were taken away from them.
Hence, we took a decision to re-
scind the general consent given to
CBI,” Deshmukh said.

The state’s ruling alliance part-
ner Shiv Sena said the decision
was taken to “protect the rights”
of the state following “interfer-
ence” by national investigative
agencies in the past few months.

“If someone is using the pow-
ers of investigative agencies like
CBI, ED to harass and defame
states that are ruled by non-BJP
parties, then such a decision has
tobe taken to protect the rights of
the state,” said Sanjay Raut, Shiv
Sena MP.

Raut said state agenciesare ca-
pable of conducting any probe.
“Whenever Mumbai Police start
investigating any case, and they
come to the final conclusion, a
case is registered in other states
and the central agencies take over
the case and enter the state. How
long will this last? The investiga-
tive agencies in Maharashtra are
capable of conducting any probe,”
Raut said. BJP spokesperson
Madhav Bhandari, however, al-
leged that the Shiv Sena-NCP-
Congress government was
“scared thatits own wrongdoings
will be unearthed” by the CBI.

Onallegations of interference
in the state's police work,
Bhanadari said: “This is the gov-
ernment that rewarded the police
officerwho had given permission
to the Wadhawan brothers (ac-
cused in the PMC scam) to travel
during lockdown. The officer was
givena plum posting. One should
learn from this government about
how to interfere in police work.”

On Wednesday, a note issued
by the state Home department
stated: “In exercise of the powers
conferred by section 6 of the Delhi
Special Police Establishment Act,
1946, the government of
Maharashtra hereby withdraws
the consent accorded to the
Members of the Delhi Special
Police Establishment vide
Government Order...dated 22nd

February 1989...."
The CBI is governed by the
Delhi Special Police

Establishment Act that makes
consent of a state government
mandatory for conductinginves-
tigationin that state. Since the CBI
has jurisdiction only over Central
government departments and
employees, it can investigate a
case involving state government
employees or aviolent crime ina
state only after the government
concerned gives consent.
(WITHINPUTS FROM
VISHWAS WAGHMODE)

Dr Reddy’s

to confirm whether it had shut
down production operations, a
spokesperson said the company
had “no further comments” to
add to its statement to the BSE.
Pharmaceutical industry ex-
perts said data breaches at
pharma companies often turned
out to be “serious and critical”
events that called for measures
such as halting production while
the breach was analysed and se-
curity issues were plugged.
Pharma firms rely on the in-
tegrity of data to ensure the qual-
ity of their medicines, the experts
said. In the event of a breach, op-
erations are stopped until the
companies can be certain that
their data remain secure and re-
liable. “At the end of the day,
whatever drugs you consume are
dependent on the quality of data
based on the regulatory norm or
GMP (good manufacturing prac-
tices) requirement — whetheritis
a batch release, pharmacokinet-
icsdata, ordatarelated to the ma-
terial used in the drug,” said A

promise in our sankalp patra.
With responsibility, we are as-
suring the people of Bihar that
allof youwill geta free vaccine,”
she said. Of the eleven commit-
mentsin the manifesto, the first
states: “The NDA government
in Bihar has set an example in

promise that that when a vac-

Bihar resident will be given free
vaccination.”

The Opposition RJD and
Congress hit back at the BJP, say-
ing it is “appalling” to make a
vaccine against the Covid pan-

Sabha MP Manoj Kumar Jha
said the BJP’s decision to make
such a promise in its election

the deterioration in its think-
ing. He criticised the an-
nouncement, saying it
amounts to “zindagi bachane
ke liye bhi chunavi saudebaazi
(seeking votes even to save
lives)”.

Addressing a press confer-
ence in Patna, Congress com-
munication department head
Randeep Surjewala said the

the BJP to “lie” and “make fun”
of the people of Bihar.

“When lakhs of migrants
from Bihar were walking back
to the state without even food
and water... The same Nitish
Kumar and Sushil Modi had
said they will not let them en-
ter the state. And today, once

the people of Bihar and also the
people of the country... What
was the situation in Bihar dur-
ing the lockdown? Over 1000
people have died. Is Nitish
Babu bothered about it? Is
Sushil Modi bothered about it?
And those central ministers
who are now coming to Bihar,
did they pay any attention ear-
lier... BJP... you can lie... even

free vaccine. This is the first

the fightagainst Corona. Itis our

cine for Covid is available after
clearance from ICMR, every

manifesto was an indication of

pandemic cannot be a topic for

again, they are making fun of

demic a poll issue. Manoj
Kumar Jha, Rajya Sabha mem-
ber of RJD said, “I am shocked.
In a welfare state, promising a
vaccine for a pandemic, if it is
part of an election manifesto, it
shows the level of deterioration
in their thinking.”

The BJP defended its prom-
ise. “I do not understand why it
is becoming a controversy.
Health s a part of public policy,
and all political parties make
promises on public policies. Just
like some parties promising
farm loan waiver, we are prom-
isingto keep the people in Bihar
safe,” Bhupender Yadav, BJP
general secretary in-charge of

Nitish Babu had called you
badka jhoota party ... but don’t
make fun of the people of Bihar
and the people of the country...
We take strong exceptiontoit,”
he said.

“GOI just announced
India’s Covid access strategy.
Kindly refer to the state-wise
election schedule to know
when you will getit, along with
ahoard of false promises,” for-
mer Congress president Rahul
Gandhi tweeted.

Chhattisgarh Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel said the BJP’s
promise meant that people of
other states will have to pay for
the vaccine.

“NDA manifesto says free
vaccine for Biharis. This is a poll
promise BJP & ]JDU have
made... they are politicising
the health of citizens with vac-
cine electionism. With this poll
promise, the BJP has implied
that the citizens of other non-
election states will have to pay
for the vaccine,” he said.

CPM general secretary
Sitaram Yechury called it a
“brazen violation” of the Model
Code of Conduct by the
Finance Minister who, he said,
was seeking to influence
Bihar’s electorate with the
promise of free Covid vaccina-

Free vaccine for all Bihar residents

Bihar, told The Indian Express.

“How to fight against the
pandemic is our pledge to the
people of Bihar. We are not say-
ingit's only for the people who
vote for us. It's for everyone in
Bihar. We will see thatevery cit-
izeninBihar getsit free of cost,”
Yadav said.

Speaking at the Idea
Exchange programme of The
Indian Express Thursday,
Information and Broadcasting
Minister Prakash Javadekar
said: “If the vaccine comes, it
will be for the world and for all
of India, not just for one state.
Party gives a manifesto within-
tended programmes... that

Opp parties slam politics over pandemic

tion. He said it was the central
government’s responsibility to
provide the vaccine to all
Indians. He said the Election
Commission of India was re-
fusing to take suo motu cog-
nizance of the BJP announce-
ment.

Targeting the BJP and the
Prime Minister, CPI general
secretary D Raja said, “Vaccine-
for-vote politics is dirty, dubi-
ous and dishonest politics. The
people of Bihar will give a befit-
ting reply. It shows that the BJP
is desperate and is jittery about
the outcome of the polls. And
what about people in other
states? And if people of Bihar
vote against the BJP, will they
not give vaccines to people of
Bihar.”

Similar views were ex-
pressed by former J&K Chief
Minister and National
Conference leader Omar
Abdullah. “Will the BJP be pay-
ing for these vaccines from the
party treasury? If it's coming
from the government treasury
then how can Bihar get free
vaccines while the rest of the
country has to pay? There is so
much wrong with this blatant
populism that shamefully ex-
ploits Covid fears,” he tweeted.

The AAP too questioned the

programme of government,
somebody has to subsidise. If
the government tries to sub-
sidise, it'sadifferent question...
Let the vaccine come, then
every state will help its citizens
differently.”

manifesto states, “It is our com-
mitment that ten thousand
doctors, fifty thousand para-
medical staff, and in total one
lakh people will get job oppor-
tunities in the health depart-
ment. With this, the second Al-
IMS in Bihar in Darbhanga
given by the Prime Minister
will
by 2024.”

BJP announcement: “What
about non-BJP ruled states?
Indians who didn't vote BJP
will not get free Covid vac-
cine?”.

Commission, however, said the
BJP's promise of free Covid-19
vaccine for the people of Bihar
does not violate the Model
Code of Conduct.

ise could be construed as un-
due influence as mentioned in
the Commission's guidelines
on a poll manifesto, sources
pointed to Section 123 of the
Representation of the People
Act that states “declaration of
public policy or a promise of
public action” cannot be seen
as undue influence.

taken this stand ona complaint
received during the Lok Sabha
elections last year against the
Congress’s NYAY scheme that
guaranteed minimum income
of Rs 6,000 per month, or Rs
72,000 ayear, for 25 crore peo-
ple. The ECguidelines on man-
ifesto state that political parties
should avoid making promises
that vitiate the purity of the
electoral process or exert un-
due influence on the voter to
exercise their franchise.

On the health sector, the

be operationalised

Sources in the Election

Asked whether the prom-

The EC is learned to have

Vaidheesh, former managing di-
rector and vice president-South
Asia at  GlaxoSmithKline
Pharmaceuticals.

“There is a lot of information
that goes into the manufacturing
of adrug, and if that data is com-
promised, it becomes difficult to
release any drug... Critical process
parameters (CPP)in pharmaceu-
tical manufacturing are key vari-
ables affecting the production
process. Hence protection of data
is critical,” Vaidheesh said.

An executive at an Indian
pharma company said on condi-
tion of anonymity: “Over the last
10-15 years, pharmaceutical com-
panies have shifted most of their
documentation and manufactur-
ing process data to the digital
space, which leaves their manu-
facturing operations vulnerable
to cyber security issues.”

Dr Reddy's had told BSE on
Saturday that it had received ap-
proval from the Drug Controller
General of India, the country's top
drugregulator, to conduct mid-to
late-stage clinical trials for the
Sputnik V Covid-19 vaccine can-
didate developed by the
Gamaleya Research Institute in
Moscow. The firm is expected to
conduct phase 2/3 trials on
around 1,500 participants across
10sites,a senior government offi-
cial told The Indian Express.

DU row

meeting on SC/ST welfare. His or-
ders will be valid once he re-
sumes duty officially,” a senior
officer told The Indian Express.
Before the government inter-
vened on Thursday evening, the
power tussle had intensified,
with Tyagi issuing orders oust-
ing Joshi with immediate effect.

Joshi was replaced by Geeta
Bhatt, a member of the BJP-
backed National Democratic
Teachers’ Front and a leading
member of the Group of
Intellectuals & Academics, which
had issued a report stating the
Delhi riots were allegedly orches-
trated by “Jihadis” and “Urban
Naxals”. The report was later
turned into a book published by
Garuda Prakashan.

The DU Registrar’s office re-
mained double locked on
Thursday. Sources said both op-
posing camps had locked itlate at
night. On Wednesday morning,
just hours before an Executive
Council (EC) meeting was to be-
gin, P C Jha was made the
Registrar replacing Suman Kundu,
atTyagi’s behest.

Joshi, however, deemed the
appointment “illegal” as he had
notmadeit-and asked Jhatova-
cate the office. Kundu chaired the
EC meeting as the Registrar.

By night, a third person, Vikas
Gupta, had been appointed
Registrar by the ECunanimously.

Accordingly, on Thursday
morning, Joshi signed an office or-
der as the Pro V-C announcing
that Gupta had joined as the
Registrar.

Hours later, however, Tyagi re-
moved Joshi. “In pursuance of the
power vested with the Vice-
Chancellor... I appoint Dr Geeta
Bhatt, Director, Non-Collegiate
Women's Education Board, as Pro
Vice-Chancellor, University of
Delhi, in place of Professor P C
Joshi... with immediate effect till
further orders... This be reported
to the Executive Council,” Tyagi
wrote, on the basis of which Jha
issued an official notification.

Later in the day, Bhatt issued

anoffice order quashing Joshi'’s or-
der appointing Gupta as the
Registrar. She said the order was
“inviolation of the orders” issued
by the V-C and “without any ju-
risdiction and lawful authority”.

Bhatt wrote: “It is an abuse of
process of law stipulated in the
Delhi University Act, Statutes and
Ordinances. Therefore, the said
impugned order dated October
22 and any other such orders/no-
tifications/minutes issued by the
then Pro Vice-Chancellor
Professor P CJoshi whichare con-
trary to the Delhi University Act
1992 and orders of the Competent
Authority of the University
Professor Yogesh K Tyagi, Vice-
Chancellor are null and void.”

Interestingly, the Ministry's
letter on Thursday was addressed
to Gupta, and not Jha.

The Ministry wrote: “..It has
been brought to the notice thata
notification of charge of Registrar
was issued on 21.10.2020 morn-
ing even before the working
hours of the University without
active knowledge of the Prof. P C
Joshi who is the Pro-Vice-
Chancellor having charge Vice-
Chancellor at present as per the
statute of the university and anat-
tempt was made toblock the con-
duct of Executive Council meet-
ing scheduled on 21.10.2020 and
functioning of the University by
the Acting Registrar appointed by
Prof. Yogesh Tyagi, who is on
leave.” The letter went on to state
that Tyagi's orders would not be
valid unless he officially joins of-
fice after submitting a medical fit-
ness certificate, and that Joshi
would act as V-C until then. “It
may be ensured that admission
process, recruitment and aca-
demic activities in the light of

New Delhi

present Covid situation may be
conducted unhindered as per
schedule without any delay,” the
letter said.

Row in Nepal

Sher Bahadur Deuba, former
Prime Minister Baburam
Bhattarai and Madhes-based
leader Mahantha Thakur sepa-
rately during their nearly 24-hour
stay in Nepal where there is fresh
political turmoil.

The R&AW chief’s visit, ahead
of Indian Army chief General MM
Naravane’s scheduled visit next
month, comes at a time when
Indiaand Nepal are attempting to
repair ties, severely strained fol-
lowing escalation of the bound-
ary dispute and Nepal's publica-
tion of a map this summer to
include areas of the Indian state
of Uttarakhand. Prachanda, it is
learnt, told his followers that
though he has the responsibility
to keep the party unity intact, Oli’s
“misdeeds” may compel him to
take the government to task.

“Such a meeting, keeping the
party and the ministry concerned
in absolute dark, calls for an ex-
planation from the Prime
Minister,” Prachanda told a gath-
ering thatincluded two ministers.

Khanal and Madhav Nepal, it
is learnt, also said such ameeting
between the Prime Minister and
the RRAW chief “in a clandestine
manner was detrimental to na-
tional interest”.

Meanwhile, the Prime
Minister’s press advisor, Surya
Thapa, said Goel had a “courtesy
meeting” with Oli. He said Goel
had underlined smooth Nepal-
Indiarelations, resolving pending
problems through dialogue, and
continuation of mutual coopera-

tion. He did not elaborate further.

Former Foreign Affairs
Minister and NCP central secre-
tariat member Narayan Kaji
Shrestha wanted to know the na-
ture of Goel's visit - if it was in per-
sonal or official capacity —and the
agendaof the discussion with the
Prime Minister.

Bhim Bahadur Rawal, former
Defence Minister and member of
the party's standing committee,
said the timing and manner of the
meeting was “not appropriate”.

Goa

Chief Minister Pramod Sawant
tweeted that “despite financial
constraints”, the government has
decided to release Rs 45.29 crore
to over 1.7 lakh beneficiaries of
both the schemes.

North Goa SP Utkrisht
Prasoon said, “The suicide is re-
lated to a mobile phone that was
notrepaired. The boy was 16 years
old. Wefirst determined the cause
of death -- asphyxia caused due
to hanging. We are also inquiring
with his school teachers and oth-
ers to ensure the circumstances.
Statements of parents have al-
ready been taken.”

The school headmaster con-
firmed to The Indian Express that
classes were being held online.

His class teacher is still in
shock. Of his 59 students, more
than half attend classes on their
phones — and the 16-year-old
was one of them. “He was a
friendly child... completed his
homework and was responding
to online lessons. He even got
good marks in a test we con-
ducted recently,” he says.

Students were allowed to visit
school if they had doubts to clear
or needed help with worksheets
given during online hours. The
boy, the teacher said, had visited
school to pickabook the week he
died. “He would come to school if
he had doubts to clear, but he
never told us about his mobile
phone. If we had known, we
would have told him it was ok,”
the teacher says.

Back at the 16-year-old’s
home, the father says that despite
their hardships, he never cut cor-
ners when it came to his chil-
dren's education. “But we hardly
have any income now... the ex-
penses have only increased after
the lockdown. Still, we have been
trying our best because education
is very important. My younger
son hasn’t attended any classes
since we only had one phone be-
tween the two boys and their
classes clashed.”

He now worries for his other
two children — an 18-year-old
daughter and a 12-year-old son.
The daughter had enrolled for a
nursing course before the lock-
down. “Her total course fee is Rs
5 lakh, of which the Education
Department gives Rs 2 lakh.
Tomorrow if her education gets
stalled due tolack of money, what
will happen? What if she does
something similar? What doIdo
then?” he says.

The mother says she lost a
“good son”.“He never asked us for
anything. He only spoke of how
he will become a 'big man' some
dayand help us.”

The father adds, “I have anel-
bow injury and a severe back
problem. He used to tell me to quit
driving, that he will join ITI and
work after Class 12.”

He says he knows of several
families who are going through a
similar situation. “The govern-
ment says study online, but can
poor people afford phones? The
government should pause
schooling forayear if they cannot
help the poor.”

He says his heart aches when
he thinks of his son’s last words.
“Whenlwas leaving forwork the
next morning, he said, ‘Hit me
now if you want, you may not get
achanceinthe evening,” Around
mid-day, the father emptied his
bus at Bicholim bus stop and re-
turned home, after someone in
the family called toinform him of
his son's death.
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Month on, schools
in Gurgaon report
better attendance

Students of classes IX-XII were permitted to visit schools to
clarify doubts in September. Haryana govt is yet to announce
adecision on resuming classes for these students. Archive

SAKSHIDAYAL
GURGAON,OCTOBER 21

A MONTH after students of
classes IX to XII in Haryana were
permitted to visit schools to seek
guidance from teachers, officials
from the education department
and government schools in
Gurgaon said attendance has
seenariseasaresultofincreasein
"confidence of parents and stu-
dents". However, they maintain
that the "output” of students will
increase only when physical
classes resume.

The Haryana government is
yet to announce a decision on re-
suming classes for students of
classes IX-XII, which was permit-
ted by the Centre from October 15.

At the Government Senior
Secondary School in Chakkarpur,
for instance, the number of stu-
dents is up from 44 on day 1 to
"around 200" as of now. The total
strength of students in classes IX-
Xl at the school is 1,100.

"We had 44 students visiting
the school on the first day, with
the number increasing to 60 by
the second week. It has been in-
creasing every day. Most students
coming are from the board
classes. In class IX, barely 20 stu-
dents come daily. Most of these
students have doubts in science,
mathsand English. In class Xl too,
students from the science stream
are coming more," said principal
Anjana Dhingra.

"There has not been any situ-
ation yet of any teacher or student
having to be sent back because of
Covid symptoms. The confidence
of parents and studentsis increas-
ing daily; we expect the numbers
will continue to rise in the com-
ing days,” she said.

At the Government Senior
Secondary School in Nathupur,
principal Manju Ahlawat said

"35-45" of the 650 studentsin the
higher classes are coming to con-
sult teachers daily: "The number
islowbutitis higher than what it
was in the initial days... Our on-
line classes are also continuing si-
multaneously.”

According to data compiled
by the education department, at-
tendance on the first two days of
schools reopening itself went up
from4 per cent on September 21
to 6 per cent on September 22.

The highest attendance was
among students of class X on
both days, with 6 per cent visit-
ing schools on day 1 and 8 per
centonday 2. While 3 per cent of
students of class IX sought guid-
ance on both days, the figure in-
creased from 4 per cent to 5 per
cent for students of class XI and
from 5 per cent to 8 per cent for
students of class XII. Officials
from the education department,
however, said no data has been
compiled of attendance in the
days that have followed.

"Compared to before, the
number of students who are
coming has increased. We are
continuing to make efforts from
our end to encourage students to
come forward. We have to step up
efforts in this direction now as
there is no guarantee when this
pandemic will end, and there is
very little time left for the aca-
demicyear to finishand exams to
commence," said Deputy District
Education Officer, Kalpana Singh.

She said the real difference to
the "output” of students will be
made only when physical classes
resume: "Children who were in
the habit of learning in the class-
roomare havinga problem keep-
ingupinonline classes. There are
10-15% who are doing well, but
the others are facing issues. In a
classroom, we can ensure the stu-
dent focuses on the lesson and
there is some growth."

Man held for ‘raping’
3 women from UK

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 22

A37-YEAR-OLD man who posed
as a businessman and NGO
owner was arrested for allegedly
raping three foreign nationals in
Jaipur and Delhi last month.

The women, aged 25-28, live
in the UK and came to India in
December. They said they met the
accused, Rupak Chatterjee, on
Facebook and were raped inside a
hotel. Police said Chatterjee is in-
volved in multiple cases of cheat-
ing and sexual assault.

Last month, the three women
went to a police station in Delhi
and filed complaints against
Chatterjee. Two of the women al-
leged they were raped in Jaipur
while the third claimed she was
raped in a Karol Bagh hotel. Their
complaints were transferred to
Jaipur Police and Delhi Police.

In a complaint by one of the
women to Karol Bagh police sta-
tion on September 15, she
claimed she wanted to work for

anNGO and thought the accused
would help her. They met at her
hotel in Karol Bagh and the ac-
cused allegedly raped her.

A senior police officer from
Delhi said, “She had recently
come to India and couldn’t go
back because of Covid. She was
trying to find work here and met
the accused.”

Of the other two complaints
transferred to Jaipur, one was reg-
istered in West district and an-
other in South district. The
women alleged they were raped
last month in Jaipur. They said
they have known Chatterjee for
months and were working with
him. On September 17, FIRs under
sections of rape were registered
by Jaipur Police.

Pradeep Mohan Sharma, DCP
(West Jaipur), said, “The accused
has cheated a lot of women. He
told them he sold ethnic prod-
ucts. We found there are other
cases registered against him in
Jaipur and Delhi... We searched
for him for weeks and found that
he’s hiding in Mumbai.”

NORTHEAST DELHIRIOTS

Tahir denied bail, court says
he was in ‘powerful position’

Parts of NE Delhi gripped by communal frenzy, reminiscent of Partition: Court

ANAND MOHANJ
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 22

ADELHI court dismissed the bail
application of former AAP coun-
cillor Tahir Hussain in three cases
related to the Northeast Delhi ri-
ots, observing that he was a sit-
ting AAP councillor at the time
of the riots and “used his muscle
power and political clout to act
asakingpin in planning, instigat-
ing and fanning the flames of
communal conflagration”.

The observations were made
by Additional Sessions Judge
Vinod Yadav in an order on
Thursday, in which he agreed
with Special Public Prosecutor
Manoj Choudhary’s argument
that Tahir claiming parity with co-
accused who are enlarged on bail
was “illogical because the role as-
signed to himin the mattersis to-
tally different and distinct from
rest of the co-accused persons”.

AS] Yadav, in his order, wrote,
“Itis noteworthy that at the time
of eruption of communal riotsin
the area(s) of Northeast Delhi, the
applicant has beenin a powerful

Tahir Hussain

position (being sitting councillor
of the area from the Aam Aadmi
Party)anditis prima facie appar-
ent that he used his muscle
power and political clout toactas
akingpin in planning, instigating
and fanning the flames of com-
munal conflagration. Therefore,
at this stage, [ find that there is
enough material on record to
presume that the applicant was
very well present at the spot of
crime and was exhorting rioters
of aparticular community and as
such, he did not use his hands
and fists, but rioters as ‘human
weapons’, who on his instigation

could have killed anybody.”

Drawing parallels with the
Partition and Delhi riots, the court
said, “It is common knowledge
that the dreary day 0f24.02.2020
saw parts of Northeast Delhi
gripped by a communal frenzy,
reminiscent of carnage during the
days of Partition. Soon, the riots
spread like wildfire across the
smoke-grey skyline of the Capital,
engulfing new areas and snuffing
out more and more innocent
lives. The Delhi riots 2020 are a
gaping wound in the conscience
of a nation aspiring to be a major
global power. The allegations
against the applicant are ex-
tremely grave in nature.”

Tahir’s lawyer, senior advo-
cate KK Manan, had argued that
Tahir “has been caught ina polit-
ical cross-fire and the allegations
levelled against him are nothing
buta political blame game to ma-
lign his image”. Manan argued,
“There is no evidence by way of
even a single video or CCTV
footage to prove the applicant
had participated in the riots or
caused damage to property.”

The court, however, did not

agree with his submissions and
said, “Evenif there were no direct
actsof violence attributable to the
applicant, he cannot shy away
from his liability under provisions
of the sections invoked against
him, particularly on account of the
fact that his house/building be-
came the hub/centre point for ri-
oters and rabble-rousers to un-
leash the worst communal riots
since Partitionin Delhi. The spread
of riots on such a big scale in such
ashort time is not possible with-
outa premeditated conspiracy.”

“Atthis stage, | am reminded
of afamous English saying which
says that ‘when you choose to
play with embers, you cannot
blame the wind to have carried
the spark abit too far and spread
the fire’. So, when the applicant
is at the receiving end now, he
cannot pass the buck by simply
taking a plea that since he did not
participate physically in the ri-
ots, he has no role to play in the
riots. It is prima facie apparent
that the applicant abused his
muscle power and political clout
to foment communal violence in
the area,” the order read.

‘Protests in allotted areas against democracy’

ANANYATIWARI
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 22

THE IDEA of protest in desig-
nated spaces is antithetical to the
idea of democracy, JNU profes-
sor Nivedita Menon said at a
press conference to discuss the
right to protest, Thursday.
Swaraj India's Yogendra
Yadav, Magsaysay awardee and
convener of the Safai Karamchari

Andolan Bezwada Wilson, co-
founder of the United Against
Hate group Nadeem Khan, and
author Arundhati Roy were also
present.

Speaking about the recent
Supreme Court judgement,
which directed authorities toact
against indefinite protests such
as the one at Shaheen Bagh
against the  Citizenship
Amendment Act, and said public
spaces cannot be occupied in-

definitely, Menon said, “To say
protest in designated spaces is
antithetical to the idea of democ-
racy... That protests must be
safely museumised is a parody
of democracy and an extremely
problematic interpretation by
the Supreme Court of what
protest means in a democracy
and what the value of protestis.”

The October 7 SC judgement
had said: "Democracy and dis-
sent go hand in hand, but then

the demonstrations expressing
dissent have to be in designated
places alone™.

Yadav said that getting per-
mission to protest at a site like
Parliament Street was nearly im-
possible. "How can the judiciary
be oblivious to how things
work?" he asked. Wilson, mean-
while, said he had aright toraise
his voice as a citizen and this
voice "should not be equated
with dissent, but a right".

Kept in solitary
confinement in jail,
Khalid tells court

ANAND MOHANJ
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 22

FORMER JNU student Umar
Khalid has told a Delhi court that
he has been kept in solitary con-
finement by Tihar Jail authorities
for several days, and asked why
he was being punished.

Khalid was produced before
Additional Sessions Judge
Amitabh Rawat along with co-
accused JNU student Sharjeel
Imam in connection with a UAPA
case filed in connection with the
Northeast Delhi riots, when he
made these submissions. The
court has now summoned the
jail superintendent to appear be-
fore it on Friday.

When the hearing began,
Special Public Prosecutor Amit
Prasad, appearing for Delhi
Police, moved an application
seeking 30 days judicial custody
of Khalid and Imam. ASJ Rawat,
however, informed Prasad that
he was unwell and since he could
not look at the case files, he can-
not grant the request for exten-
sion of their judicial custody.

As the court fixed the next
date of hearing, Khalid’s counsel,
Trideep Pais, said he has been
raising his hand for some time as
he wanted to say something.

When the court granted
Khalid permission to speak, he
told the court, “Your honour... I
am aware that you have passed
an order on October 17 saying |
would be given adequate secu-
rity cover and will be able to con-
tinue with my routine day to day
without any discrimination.
However, for the last three-four
days, I have not been allowed to
step out of my jail cell, it's practi-
cally solitary confinement.
Nobody is allowed near my cell...
No one is allowed to talk to me. I
wanted to just bring this to your
notice because this is in contra-

Umar Khalid was sent to
judicial custody on Sept 24

vention of your orders.”

Khalid thentold the courtof a
visit by a jail superintendent re-
cently when he was let out for 10
minutes. He said, “In the morn-
ing, the jail superintendent vis-
ited me and I pointed out that
what is happening is absolutely
notrightand thisis the grievance
I have. The superintendent as-
sured me that I (jail cell) should
be opened. When he was there,
(it) was opened for 10 minutes.
Thenheleftand... [have notbeen
allowed outside ever since. This
is solitary confinement, I have
also not been well for the past
three days and not been allowed
towalk...as my comfort.I need se-
curity but security cannot be that
Icannot step out at all. Thisis like
a punishment, why am [ being
given this punishment?”

Khalid also told the court that
he was not allowed to speak di-
rectly to the judge during video
conferencing hearings by jail
staff: “lwould also like you to tell
jail staff to unmute me. When
they wanted to speak toyou, they
were not unmuting me and said
that unless and until a judge asks
you to unmute, we can’t allow.”

ASJ Rawat directed jail staff
sitting beside Khalid to appear
before the camera and told him,
“If the inmate wants to say some-
thing then inform the court and
call the jail superintendent to-
morrow.”

Bihar: What is at stake in
India’s first Covid election?

EXPRESS
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explained.Live

with
Suhas Palshikar

Political Scientist

The Assembly election in Bihar will be the first big democratic exercise in India — and among the
biggest in the world — since the outbreak of Covid-19. It will also be one of the most consequential.

Nitish Kumar, last of the Mandal men who have dominated Bihar for 30 years,
seeks one last shot at power.

A new generation — Tejashwi Yadav and Chirag Paswan, political heirs of Lalu Prasad and
Ram Vilas Paswan — believes its time has come.

The BJP wants to finally establish Hindutva as the state’s dominant political narrative.

Which way will Bihar go? What role will caste, traditionally the key to voting in Bihar, play?
Will this election predict the future of identity politics in North India?

Will the context of the pandemic matter in any way?

Listen to Prof Suhas Palshikar, one of India’s most insightful political scientists, answer some of these
guestions at the next session of Explained.Live — on the evening before the first phase of polling.

In conversation with

Vandita Mishra
National Opinion Editor, The Indian Express
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JAWAHARLAL INSTITUTE OF POSTGRADUATE
MEDICAL EDUCATION AND RESEARCH (JIPMER)

Dhanvantri Nagar, Puducherry — 605 006.

(An Institution of National Importance Under Ministry of Health & Family Welfare, Government of India)

JIPMER invites applications for
D.M/M.Ch. Courses - January 2021 Session

IMPORTANT DATES

=N

Online Registration from 16-10-2020 (Friday) - 11 AM

N

On-line Registration closes on |16-11-2020 (Monday) - 5 PM

©w

Date of Entrance Examination |06-12-2020 (Sunday)

Check Prospectus for further details, Visit - www.jipmer.edu.in

Date : 23.10.2020 DEAN (ACADEMIC)

PATIATT sh T Ty Tafaes
(MR WRBR PI T SUsHH)

(hL-ii§ CONTAINER CORPORATION OF INDIA LTD.

i« (A Govt. of India Navratna Undertaking)
Regd. Office & Investors Relation Centre: CONCOR Bhawan, C-3, Mathura Road, New Delhi-110076.

CIN : L63011DL1988G0I030915 Tel. Nos.: 4122 2500/600
E-mail: investorrelations@concorindia.com Website http://www.concorindia.com
NOTICE

Notice is hereby given pursuant to Regulation 47 read with Regulation 29 of the
Securities and Exchange Board of India (Listing Obligations and Disclosure
Requirements) Regulations, 2015, that a Meeting of the Board of Directors of
the Company will be held on 05" November, 2020 to inter-alia consider and
approve the unaudited Financial Results of the Company for the quarter and
period ended on 30" September, 2020.
This information is also available on the website of the Company and the
websites of the Stock Exchanges where the Company's shares are listed viz.
BSE Limited (www.bseindia.com) and the National Stock Exchange of India
Limited (www.nseindia.com).

For & on behalf of

Container Corporation of India Limited
Sd/-
Executive Director (Finance) & CS

N vfcrojfet drror Breesar, Sleramate- 461005 (3.1.)
d; (IR YRl HE o el FgT foTaton fonH feffiies Bt Sers)
(A Unit of Security Printing & Minting Corporation of India Limited)
Wholly Owned by Government of India
RECRUITMENT
Security Paper Mill, Hoshangabad (MP) invites application for filling up the

Place: New Delhi

MRA TBR b qui Wiardiar
Tel. No. 07574-286517, E-mail: gm.spm@spmcil.com, Website : http://spmhoshangabad.spmcil.com
01 (One) post of full time Civil Consultant on contract basis. The detail is

Date: 16.10.2020

SECURITY PAPER MILL, HOSHANGABAD-461005 (M.P)
No. : HR/1(33)/Consultant (Civil) /Advt.No.-31/ Dated : 22.10.2020
given below:-

i Name of Qualification Remark
UNIVERSITY OF HORTICULTURAL SCIENCES 27 ECTZ O 7 . O O PM JZO'(”)‘S(;;] the Post
Essential Qualification: Duly completed application
Office Of The RegisEa‘r\ EdAyI;nKagl Bagalkot - 587 104 020 ) fDEgree in Civil Ef:filj‘ee””g along Wifth the atge“ed
y ’ ’ . rom a recognized University [copies of require
Ph.: 08354-230276/78/80, E-mail: registrar@uhsbagalkot.edu.in . P " . ” of India. certificate and latest
No. RIUHSB/B.Sc. NR1/2020-21 Date : 21-10-2020 To register, SMS - IEEXP <space> “IE” <space> “Your name and email ID” to 56161 Essential Experience : Those | PNOtEraph should be sent
Confirmation SMS will be your registration. Engineer (Civil) whoretired | \yanager, security Paper
from Central / State Mill, Hoshangabad (MP) -
Civil Government with Pay Matrix 461605 on or before date

Consultant | Level 06 or above (in 7TH
CPC) or equivalent post from
CPWD / PWD / NBCC /
Railways / State bodies /
Autonomous bodies / PSU,
etc. in CDA / IDA scale having
experience in maintenance of
building / structures / Civil
construction.

Note: 1. For details please view our website: http://spmhoshangabad.spmcil.com

under the page "Careers".

27.11.2020 in prescribed
form.

Applications are invited for admission to “B.Sc. (Hons)
Horticulture” Degree Programme in the University of
Horticultural Sciences, Bagalkot under the quota of NRIs
/ Children of NRIs / Candidate Sponsored by NRI for the Academic
Year 2020-21. For more details visit University Website :

S ThelndianEXPRESS

——J]OURNALISM OF COURAGE ——

Age Limit : Maximum 62
Years

www.uhsbagalkot.edu.in.

Sd/-

& i d
REGISTRAR & IndianExpress.com/apps

k twitter.com/IndianExpress f facebook.com/IndianExpress

DIPR/Bagalkot/303/Manipal/2020-21

Human Resource Deptt.

New Delhi
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DJBV-C
seeks Puri’s
intervention to
recoverdues

New Delhi: DelhiJal Board
(DJB) vice chairman
Raghav Chadha Thursday
sought Union housing
and urban affairs minis-
ter Hardeep Singh Puri’s
intervention in recover-
ing dues worth over Rs
216 crore from Delhi
Development Authority
(DDA) and Central Public
Works  Department
(CPWD). Chadha told Puri
during ameeting that the
DJBis planning to expand
operations and bring
technological advance-
ments and that releasing
dues owed to the DJB
would help in taking
these steps.

Defamation
case: Warrant
against Mishra

New Delhi: A Delhi court
has issued bailable war-
rants against BJP leader
Kapil Mishra for his non-
appearance before the
courtinadefamation case
filed by AAP MLA Imran
Hussain. According tothe
complaint, the accused
persons including BJP
MLAs Vijender Gupta,
Manjinder Singh Sirsa
claimed Hussain had in-
dulged in corruption and
had given permission to
cuttreesin Delhi after tak-
ing an amount of Rs 23
crore.

Gurgaon
collectsRs17L
in GRAP fines

Gurgaon: In the first week
since the Graded
Response Action Plan
(GRAP) came into force in
Gurgaon, the Municipal
Corporation of Gurugram
(MCG) has penalised over
80 violators, collecting a
sum of more than Rs 17
lakh. Most penalties have
been imposed on those
indulging in activities that
lead to flying of dust, with
52 people being cumula-
tively fined Rs 13 lakh.

Minor ‘raped’
by neighbour

New Delhi: A 16-year-old
girl was allegedly raped by
her neighbour in
Southeast Delhi on
Thursday. The accused is
also suspected to be mi-
nor and his age is being
verified. The accused and
the victim have known
each other for over three
years. Police said the ac-
cused allegedly raped the
girl near her house and
thrashed her. The girl sus-
tained injuries and was
admitted toanearby hos-
pital for treatment.

HC orderon

hoardings

New Delhi: The Delhi High
Court on Thursday held
that immovable struc-
tures erected to hold and
support hoardings would
qualify as ‘buildings’ and
would be liable to be sub-
jected to property tax. ENS

‘WE WANT PERMANENT SOLUTION T0O TH1IS PROBLEM’

OVERLAST 14 DAYS

Delhi AQI better than 10 NCR towns: Data

SHIVAM PATEL
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 22

AIR QUALITY in Delhi over the
past 14 days has been better than
10 NCR cities and towns in Uttar
Pradesh, Haryana and Rajasthan.

The daily average air quality
index (AQI) data from the Central
Pollution Control Board (CPCB),
analysed by The Indian Express,
shows the 14-day average AQI of
Delhi was 256 as of Thursday. This
was much lower than the average
AQIs of UP’s Baghpat, Meerut,
Ghaziabad, Muzaffarnagar and
Greater Noida, which were inthe
range of 271-305; Haryana’s
Ballabhgarh, Faridabad, Jind and
Panipat, in the range of 261-273;
and Rajasthan’s Bhiwadi, which
was 300. At 242, only Gurgaon’s
14-day average AQI was lower
than Delhi’s.

The number of ‘very poor’ air
days —AQIbetween 300and 400
— was also higher in 10 NCR
towns as compared to Delhi,
which had just 1 in the past 14
days. UP’s Baghpat had seven
‘very poor’ air days, highest
among 10 NCR towns analysed.
Rajasthan’s Bhiwadi was the
second highest with six such
days, followed by Panipat and
Muzaffarnagar, with five each.

High levels of air pollution is
witnessed every year in Delhi-
NCR from October until around
February, as a result of local

A view of Rajpath at noon on Thursday. Amit Mehra

Delhi 256
. Baghpat 305
Ghaziabad 272
Greater Noida 277
Meerut 271
Muzaffarnagar 283

sources of emissions, stubble
burning in Punjab and Haryana,
and unfavourable meteorologi-
cal conditions such as low wind
speed and low temperatures.

Union Environment Minister
Prakash Javadekar had recently
said the issue of air pollution is
not of Delhi alone but that of an
airshed that covers NCR areas of
UP, Haryana and Rajasthan. An
airshed can be described as a ge-
ographical region which shares
acommon flow of air.

Pollution control boards of
Delhi, Haryana and UP have been
taking several measures to control
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air quality in their areas, including
mechanised sweeping and fre-
quent water sprinkling on roads,
dust control measures at con-
structionsites and night patrolling
to checkindustrial emissions and
waste burning, Fifty teams of the
CPCB are also conducting regular
inspections to keep a check on
polluting activities in Delhi-NCR.

Haryana State Pollution
Control Board member secretary
S Narayanan said the reason be-
hind higher AQI in Panipat and
Ballabhgarh is local as road-side
construction activities were hap-
pening near air quality monitor-

COURSE CORRECTION

Civil defence volunteers encourage commuters to participate in the ‘Red Light On, Gaadi Off’
campaign launched by Delhi government to tackle air pollution, Thursday. Amit Mehra

Cash package for Delhi govt
staff ahead of festive season

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
GURGAON, OCTOBER 22

DELHI GOVERNMENT employ-
eeswill geta "special cash pack-
age" in lieu of the Leave Travel
Concession Fare for the 2018-21
block to boost consumption
ahead of the festive season.

The government said employ-
ees entitled to business class air-
fare will get Rs 36,000, followed
by Rs 20,000 for those who are
entitled to economy class airfare,
and Rs 6,000 as LTC for employ-
ees entitled to rail fare.

“In the view of Covid-19 and
nationwide lockdown, which has
created a disruption of the trans-
port and hospitality sector, the
Delhi government has observed
thatanumber of itsemployees are
not in a position to avail the leave

Employees entitled to
business class airfare
will get Rs 36,000, and
those entitled to
economy class airfare
will get Rs 20,000

travel concession fare for travel in
the current block of 2018-21. To
compensate and incentivise con-
sumption by the Delhi govern-
ment employees, thereby giving
aboost to consumption expendi-
ture, the government has decided
that cashequivalent of LTCwill be
given to its employees if an em-
ployee opts forit,” a statement is-
sued by the government said.
Employees will also be givena
“special festival package” of Rs
10,000 as an advance on salary for

any festivals up to March 31,2021.

Earlier this provision existed
only for non-gazetted employ-
ees, but now it would be appli-
cable to both gazetted and non-
gazetted employees, officials
said. Employees will get a pre-
loaded RuPay card of the value.

“The one way to give a boost
to expenditure and consumption
is to give money to people. This,
we hope, is going to give the city's
economicactivity, which has suf-
fered more than the national av-
erage, a much needed boost. It
will also help out employees,
many of whom have seen other
family members lose their jobs,”
asenior government official said.

Delhi's tax collection has
taken a massive hit, and the gov-
ernment is banking upon a busy
festive season to help improve
the situation on the ground.

ing stations until recently. “There
is no reason for air quality to be
worse than Delhi.. We haveissued
directions to the regional officer to
take action and stop the activities;
otherwise, monitoring stations
provide abiased picture,” he said.

Praveen Kumar, Noida re-
gional officer of the UP Pollution
Control Board, said teams of the
board and district administration
are keeping a strict vigil on ground
to prevent polluting activities:
“We are taking all measures toen-
surelocal sources of emissionsdo
notincrease —ensuring industries
useonly permissible fuels, mech-

14-DAY AVERAGE
AQIUNTILOCT 22

HARYANA
Ballabhgarh 261 (12 days)

Faridabad 273
Jind 272
Panipat 272
Gurgaon 242
Bhiwadi 300

1200-300: Poor
M 301-400: Very poor

Source: CPCB daily 4pm avg AQI

anised sweeping and water sprin-
kling and not allowing any con-
struction activity without anti-
smog guns.”

Delhi has largely been the fo-
cus of the annual winter-time
fight against air pollution. But
over the past few years, the city
has been able to take measures
which other NCR towns could
not. This includes banning use of
diesel generator sets for a third
year in a row October 15 on-
wards, under directions from the

Supreme Court-appointed
Environment Pollution
(Prevention and Control)
Authority (EPCA).

Haryana has been struggling
toban DG sets for a second year,
as the government informed
EPCA last week that around
14,000 residents of Gurgaon and
Faridabad will not get electricity
if gensets are not allowed. EPCA
had asked for an affidavit from
Haryana, giving time schedules
of when colonies dependent on
DG sets would be connected to
the electricity grid.

On Thursday, EPCA member
Sunita Narain said, “EPCA has re-
ceived communication from
government that they are finalis-
ing deadlines and getting affi-
davits from builders. CM has
called a meeting tomorrow to fi-
nalise the deadline, which will
then be given to EPCA. We will
then respond.”

UP had also struggled to ban
gensets last winter in Ghaziabad
and Noida. However, Kumar
Thursday said the banisin place
in both cities this year.

Delhi’s average AQI worsened
in the ‘poor’ category Thursday
withareading of 296, higher than
256 on Wednesday. A forecast
from the Centre’s System of Air
Quality and Weather Forecasting
and Research (SAFAR) said, “It is
forecast that the air quality will be
‘poor’ to marginally ‘very poor’ on
October 23 and 24.”

‘Up to Centre,
states to do
their bit on
crop burning’

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 22

DECLINING TO pass any order in
an application seeking immedi-
ate measures to prevent stubble
burning in Punjab, Haryana and
Uttar Pradesh in the wake of the
Covid-19 outbreak, the Delhi
High Court Thursday said the
Supreme Court has taken cog-
nizance of the matter and it was
for the Centre and states to “do
their bit” now.

The division bench of Chief
Justice D N Patel and Justice
Prateek Jalan took note of the
pendency of the matter in the
apex court and the recent SC or-
der of constituting a committee
of Justice (retd.) Madan B Lokur
in the matter pertaining toissue
stubble burning in neighbouring
states, and disposed of the appli-
cation pending before it.

During the hearing,
Additional Solicitor General
Chetan Sharma pointed to a
news item about the effect of
Covid-19 on patients’ lungs and
said hundreds of people are go-
ing back to hospitals due to stub-
ble burning.

Justice Jalan observed, “The
Supreme Court has taken cog-
nizance... now you all also per-
suade the Union to do what it
hastodo.”

HC asks Google, FB to remove pics
of woman posted without consent

SOFIAHSAN The courtalsoruled it is
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 22 necessaryforsocial

THE DELHI High Court has di-  mediasites to take all
rected Google and Facebook to  effective measures
remove “objectionable” images available to ensure that
of a woman that was uploaded . .

by multiple userson theirsocial ~Child pornographic
media platforms without her  content is not hosted
consent — including by a former .

schoolmate in Delhi who had ~ ©™! their platforms

travelled to the UK where she
was studying and allegedly as-
saulted her a few years ago.

The court also ruled that itis
necessary for social media sites
to take all effective measures
available to ensure that child
pornographic content is not
hosted on their platforms. It said
that police will identify those re-
uploading the offensive content
inIndia and take action.

The woman, now 24, had ap-
proached the High Court seek-
ing directions for removal of the
“objectionable photographs”
from various platforms. The plat-
forms had allegedly failed to re-
move the URLs, more than 50 in
number, forwarded to them by
the woman, she told the court.

In her plea, the woman said
she had become “very close

friends” with aboy at her school
in Delhi in 2012, when she was
16 years old. The plea described
their relationship as “abusive”
and stated that he compelled her
to send intimate photographs to
him, and later emotionally
blackmailed her.

She stated in the plea that
even after she ended the rela-
tionship, the accused continued
to pursue her, even visiting the
UK a few years ago, when he
landed at her residence and
physically assaulted her leading
to alocal police complaint.

The plea stated that the ac-
cused pleaded guilty before a
Magistrate Court in the UK in
2017 and was restrained from
contacting her by any means and
barred from entering the city,

where she was living, for two
years.

In October-November 2019,
the plea stated, the woman be-
came aware that the accused
had posted her pictures on social
media platforms following
which an FIR was registered with
Cyber Police in Delhi.

In July this year, Facebook,
which owns Instagram, and
Google, which owns YouTube,
told the court the URLs have
been removed, but the pictures
continued to surface on the
Internet through other multiple
users. “This brought into sharp
focus the problem of preventing
circulation of identified objec-
tionable material on the plat-
forms operated on the net,”
Justice Vibhu Bakhru said in the
order.

Observing that the platforms
would be required to take down
or remove unlawful content on
receiving information about it,
the court said the issue also was
whether Instagram and Google
are required to ensure that such
child pornographic (CP) material
is not hosted on their platforms.
The court referred to Section 20
of the POCSO Act and Rule 11 of
the POCSO Rules, 2020.

Woman, daughter held for assault
on Faridabad head constable

SAKSHIDAYAL
GURGAON, OCTOBER 22

TWO DAYS after a head consta-
ble of Faridabad Police was al-
legedly stabbed and beaten with
rods and sticks by a group of peo-
ple while he was on beat duty,
police have arrested a woman
and her daughter for the crime.

According to police, the inci-
dent took place on Tuesday
evening, when head constable
Manoj had gone to Rajiv Colony to

investigate a complaint made by
Ved Prakash, aresident of the area.

“He stopped in front of a shop
to ask for directions and, while
he was speaking to a person
standing on the roadside, he saw
that a woman at the shop was
openly handing a bottle of illegal
liquor to a customer,” said Sube
Singh, PRO of Faridabad Police,
adding that the head constable
also saw the woman'’s two sons
illegally transferring gas from
large cylinders into smaller ones.

“The head constable man-

aged to click some pictures of all
this and also made a call to the
police station, but the woman’s
daughter alerted the others to
this fact and screamed that he
had taken their pictures,” he said.
In the minutes that followed,
police said “7 to 8 men” rushed
to the spot and attacked the head
constable with a knife as well as
sticks and iron rods, and seized
his phone. “Both women have
been sent to judicial remand for
14 days. Probe is being conducted
tonab others,” said the PRO.

“Given the statutory frame-
work, it would be necessary for
the intermediaries to take all ef-
fective measures that may be
available with them to ensure
that the CP content is not hosted
on their platforms. The respec-
tive affidavits filed by (Instagram
and Google) also indicate that
they are wusing Artificial
Intelligence and other tools to re-
move the offending content
from their platforms,” the order
stated.

Observing that the “offend-
ing material” relating to the pe-
titioner falls within the scope of
sexually explicit material relat-
ing toa child, the court asked po-
lice agencies to forward them to
the National Crime Records
Bureau (NCRB), the nodal agency
for the online cyber reporting
portal.

“The NCRB shall also use the
protocols available in terms of
the Memorandum of
Understanding entered into
with NCMEC (National Centre
for Missing and Exploited
Children) or otherwise to notify
the offending material in order
that the same can be actioned
and removed from other plat-
forms as well,” the order stated.

Two women
arrested for
pickpocketing

New Delhi: Two women pick-
pockets were arrested by police
for allegedly stealing Rs 50,000
from a 62-year-old man near an
ATM booth in South Delhi’s
Tigri.

Police said the accused, Renu
(36) and Jyoti (34), hail from
Madhya Pradesh and target eld-
erly people outside ATM booths
and banks. The victim is a resi-
dent of Sangam Vihar.

Police said they are involved
in 5 other cases of theft and
snatching in Delhi. ENS

Docs of MCD-run Hindu Rao, Kasturba hospitals protest at Jantar Mantar

ANANYATIWARI
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 22

RESIDENT DOCTORS of North
MCD-run Hindu Rao and
Kasturba Gandhi hospitals
protested at Jantar Mantar
Thursday, demanding payment
of their salaries that have been
stalled for over three months.
“Kasturba Gandhi hospital is
one of the biggest maternity cen-
tres. We have been treating many
non-Covid patients, and there is

suchabacklog. As we aren’tearn-
ing, we have had to borrow from
people. We are doing our duty,
and itisourright tobe paid,” said
resident doctor Dr Uma (30).

Dr Neha Singh (27), a resi-
dent doctor from the same hos-
pital, said, “This irregular pay-
ment of salaries is not new - it
has been going on for years. How
do they expect us to manage in
Delhi without salaries? Even
though we have got one month’s
salary, basic expenditures are so
high. We want a permanent so-

lution to this problem.”
Resident doctors at Hindu
Rao hospital have been protest-
ing since early September, while
Kasturba Gandhi hospital doc-
tors joined mid-October.
President of the Hindu Rao
RDA, Abhimanyu Sardana, told
The Indian Express that non-aca-
demic resident doctors, whose
contracts are renewed every 44
days, are worried about losing
their jobs. “The administration is
threatening to not renew con-
tracts of many such doctors —

around 50 — whose term ex-
pired during this period... It has
also said salaries will be paid by
December,” he claimed.

North MCD Mayor Jai Prakash
told The Indian Express, “We have
met the doctors twice in the past
8-10 days. At first, they agreed to
call off the strike once we paid
them a month's salary, but they

Over 50 doctors protested at

went back on the promise. This is
afunding crisis. The Delhi govern-
ment refuses to give funds and is
asking to take over the hospitals,
which is not a solution... It will
take us two-three months for us
to find a solution but they must
meet us halfway. We cannot have
doctors forgo their duties.”

On allegations made by doc-
tors on receiving threats of con-
tract termination, Prakash said,

atJantar Mantar Thursday. “There have beennosuch threats.”
Amit Mehra AAP’s Sultana Abad, North
MCD councillor from Jama

New Delhi ..

Masjid ward, who was at the
protest, told The Indian Express:
“The Delhi government is ready
to take over hospitals from the
MCDs. The MCDs say the Delhi
government does not give funds
but that is a lie; there is nothing
but corruption in the MCD.”

Delhi Congress chief Anil
Chaudhary, also at the protest,
said: “Doctors from various hos-
pitals are on strike and have
come to the streets. The situation
is serious, and the Congress will
join their fight.”
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GOVT 8 POLITICS

AL

RALLYING WITHIN NORMS

PRIME MINISTER Narendra Modi's message of caution during
the festive season seems to have poured water over the BJP's
grand rally plans in poll-bound Bihar. With the massive crowd
in Tejashwi Yadav's rallies becoming a talking point, the NDA
had taken permission for huge rallies in Sasaram, Gaya and
Bhagalpur on Friday. However, following the Prime Minister's
message to the nation on Tuesday, reminding people about
the need for physical distancing and other Covid-related pro-
tocols, the organisers had to issue new guidelines. The crowd
strength has now been reduced to 5,000-6,000 and people
will not be allowed to stand at the venues. The central BJP, it is
learnt, has given strict instructions that large crowds without
physical distancing would “annoy” the Prime Minister.

ernment again on the issue.

fielded his son.

HeAaT ON COOLING OFF

FORMER BIHAR DGP Gupteshwar Pandey had caused a flut-
ter amonth ago with his decision to leave the IPS and join the
JD(U)just before the Assembly elections. Although the move
did not work out for Pandey, as he did not get a ticket to con-
testelections, the Election Commission is learnt to have taken
note of the development. The poll watchdog may revive its
proposal on cooling off period for civil servants keen on join-
ing politics. This proposal was first made by the Commission
in 2012, but it did not evoke a positive response from the gov-
ernment then. At that time, the ECwanted a two-year cooling
off period. It's likely that the poll panel may write to the gov-

Busy CANVASSING

WHEN THE Congress released its manifesto for Bihar elec-
tions on Wednesday, the party's state unit chief, Madan Mohan
Jha, was missing. Also absent was CLP leader Sadanand Singh.
It turned out thatJha, who is contesting the MLC election from
Darbhanga teachers' constituency, for which voting took place
on Thursday, was busy in some last-minute canvassing of
votes. Singh's son Shubhanand Mukesh is the Congress can-
didate from his seat, Kahalgaon, and he was busy campaign-
ing there. Singh is not contesting this time and the party has

Nitish may do another
volte face: Chirag to BJP

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
PATNA,OCTOBER 22

LJP PRESIDENT Chirag Paswan
Thursday cautioned the BJP that
Bihar Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar might do a volte-face and
re-align with Lalu Prasad’s R]D
which he had dumped a few
years ago to return to the NDA.

Paswan also alleged that
Kumar, who heads the JD(U),
“conspired” to make the BJP fight
on less than 157 seats, the num-
ber it had contested in 2015, and
pointed out that Nitish had agreed
to field his party’s candidates in
only 101 constituencies when he
was contesting in alliance with
Lalu, his “political guru”.

“Inthe last assembly polls, re-

LJP chief
Chirag
Paswan

spected@NitishKumar became
the Chief Minister with the bless-
ings of respected @laluprasadrjd
whom he ditched and again
grabbed the chair with the bless-
ings of the Prime Minister”, he
tweeted. “May he not again rush
towards @laluprasadrjd, seeking
refuge, after receiving the bless-
ings of @narendramodi.”

Paswan has vowed to ensure
the defeat of the JD(U), but has
been swearing by his loyalty to-
wards Modi and the BJP.

Ahead of civic polls,
KC(M) faction formally

inducted into LDF
r ™ |

SHAJU PHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
OCTOBER?22

A WEEK after it parted ways
with the Congress-led United
Democratic Front as a fallout of
an intra-party power struggle, a
faction of the Kerala Congress
(M) led by Jose K Mani was for-
mally inducted into the ruling
Left Democratic Front on
Thursday.

Jose K Mani is a Rajya Sabha
member and had been engaged
in a party feud with rival leader
P ] Joseph after the death of
KC(M) veteran KM Mani in 2019.

The red carpet entry of the
Mani-led faction of the regional
Christian party, which has sway
in central Kerala, demonstrates
the high stakes ruling CPI(M) has
in the upcoming elections to lo-
cal bodies this year and
Assembly elections next year. It
may be recalled that Indian
National League (INL), a splinter
group of Congress ally Indian
Union Muslim League, could be-
come an LDFally onlyin2018 af-
ter waiting outside the political

Jose KMani

front for 24 years.

After ameeting of the LDF, its
convener A Vijayaraghavan told
the media that the faction’s entry
into the LDF is a historical deci-
sion in the state’s politics. “This
would weaken UDF. The accept-
ance of LDF among voters would
go up. Activists from other par-
ties would also move to LDE. The
decision has heightened the
prospects of LDF retaining power
in the next Assembly elections.”

Vijayaraghavan said Jose is
joining the LDF unconditionally.
“All LDF constituents, including
NCP, have supported Jose fac-
tion’s entry into the LDF. The de-
cision would help LDF make ma-
jor gains in the coming civic
body elections,” he said.

The LDF has not initiated the
seat-sharing exercise as it may
trigger fresh troubles for the po-
litical front.

NDA CONSTITUENTS RELEASE MANIFESTOES

For JDO(U), focus on technical

education, financial aid for girls

BJP promises 19 lakh jobs
in farm, education, health

DIPANKARGHOSE
PATNA,OCTOBER 22

THE JANATA Dal (United) on
Thursday also announced its
election manifesto in
Patna, separate from its
alliance partner BJP,
with a focus on entre-
preneurship and techni-
cal education for the
youths of Bihar, and fi-
nancial assistance for
girls who graduate
school and college.
Called ‘Saat Nishchay 2’, the man-
ifesto came with a tagline that
read, “Poore hote vaade, ab hai
nayeiraade.”

While the BJP manifesto
speaks of creating 19 lakh jobs,
and the opposition’s 10 lakh gov-
ernment jobs pitch has been
generating attention, the JD(U)
manifesto does not put a num-
ber of job opportunities but fo-
cuses on issues like better tech-
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nical education. Under “Yuva
Shakti” for instance, the mani-
festo says, “Arrangement for bet-
ter technical education will be
done which will help in better
job opportunities...”

On the other big
constituent that JD(U)
has wooed over the
years, the party has
promised benefits for
women entrepreneurs.
“For women, to increase
entrepreneurship, a
special scheme will be

brought where enterprises
set up by them will get loans up
to5lakh up to 50 percent,and up
to 5 lakhinterest fee waived,” the
manifesto says.

The party has also announced
cash assistance for unmarried girl
students. “To encourage higher
education, unmarried women
who cross the ‘inter’ stage will get
25,000 rupees and those who
graduate higher education will
receive 50,000 rupees.”

DIPANKAR GHOSE
PATNA,OCTOBER 22

EVEN AS the Opposition has
raised the pitchin Bihar over un-
employment, with Chief
Ministerial candidate Tejashwi
Yadav promising 10 lakh govern-
ment jobs in the first cabinet
meeting if the alliance comes to
power, the BJP manifesto also
kept the focus on the issue,
promising 19 lakh jobs over five
years. At least four points of an
11-point ‘sankalp patra’ held the
promise of job creation across
sectors such as farming, educa-
tion, and health.

The manifesto also says that
it will take advantage of the
booming IT business in India,
and develop Bihar as an IT hub.

I-T seizes Rs 8 lakh outside Cong

office, party says knows

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
PATNA,OCTOBER 22

WITH LESS than a week to go for
the first phase of polling in Bihar,
police in Patna claimed to have
arrested a man after the Income-
Tax Department seized Rs 8 lakh
fromavehicle on the premises of
the state Congress headquarters
on Thursday.

Congress in-charge of Bihar
Shaktisinh Gohil denied there was
an I-T raid on the party office.
“Somebody was caught on the
road leading to the office with Rs
2lakh. There were three other per-
sons carrying Rs 2 lakh each...
Anyone can come to the Congress
office. We don’t know anything

I-T officials in Patna. P11

aboutit,” he told The Indian Express.
Gohil said the I-T Department
had asked for details of the
money given to candidates of the
Congress, and that the party
would supply that information.
“The I-T Department has
asked us to furnish how much
money we are giving to each of
our candidates. We are in the

nothing

middle of preparing for Rahul
Gandhi'srally on Friday. We have
assured the I-T Department that
we will provide the information.
We have nothing to hide.”

Gohil alleged that with defeat
staring it in the face, the BJP was
“frustrated”. “They have denied
permission for Rahul Gandhi’s
choppertolandin Purneawhereas
there are no such restrictions on
the Prime Minister, BJP president
J P Nadda or Rajnath Singh. This
shows their frustration,” he said.

The R]D posted on Twitter in
Hindi: “Papers are getting de-
stroyed inafire in the secretariat.
Income-Tax has started raiding
Opposition parties. Are you un-
derstanding? This is what ac-
cepting defeat looks like.”

Alarge chunk — 10 lakh — of
the 19 lakh job opportunity
promise comes from the promise
of developing farmer producer
organisation supply chains.

In the farming sector, the BJP
has also promised acquiring
pulses, apart from paddy and
wheat, on MSP.

The BJP has promised a big
micro-financing push for
women. “Through the NDA gov-
ernment 1.2 crore women have
had light enter their lives from
101lakh self-help groups. Itis our
commitment that through these
groups and micro-finance insti-
tutions and 50,000 crore micro-
finance, we will make 1 crore
new women self-dependent,”
the manifesto says.

FULL REPORT ON
www.indianexpress.com

Bihar MLC
elections see

surge in turnout

New Delhi: Bihar MLC elections
to four graduate and four teacher
constituencies registered an in-
creased voter turnout Thursday
from 56.33 per cent in 2014 to
60.58 per cent, the Election
Commission said after polling
was over.

Total number of electors in
the graduate’s constituency was
4,06 lakh and the teacher’s con-
stituency was 40,631.

Thursday turnout is signif-
icant given that there have
been apprehensions about the
pandemic affecting the
turnout for the upcoming
Assembly elections. Bihar’s
first phase of voting will take
place on October 28. ENS

SOME QUESTION VACCINE 'POLITICS', OTHERS FOLLOW SUIT

TAMIL NADU: CM Edappadi
KPalaniswami’s announced
free vaccine just seven
months before state polls

MAHARASHTRA: While
stressing that he wasn’t
against a free vaccine, Health
Minister Rajesh Tope said no
one should “politicise the
pandemic situation”

DELHI: The ruling AAP said it

“is quite unfortunate that the
ruling party at the Centre”
has chosen to make it “a
political campaign issue”

MADHYA PRADESH: CM
Shivraj Singh Chouhan
announced that all people of
the state will be given free
vaccine once itis available

CHHATTISGARH: Congress
government said the Centre

Following the BJP’s promise of free Covid-19 vaccination in Bihar, Tamil Nadu and Madhya Pradesh swiftly announced
the same for their residents. But some, including the Delhi and Maharashtra governments, questioned the
“politicisation” of vaccine distribution, just days before polls in Bihar. A look at what state governments said:

has not discussed supply and
distribution and it was not
correct to assure the vaccine
for a particular state

KARNATAKA: The
government has scheduled a
meeting in the last week of
October to discuss measures
related to vaccine, Health
Minister Dr K Sudhakar said

UTTARAKHAND: Minister

Madan Kaushik said, “A
meeting will be held soon to
take a decision on this”

TELANGANA: Health
Minister Etela Rajender said
take a decision will be taken
after Centre announces date
of launch of vaccine

ODISHA: Health Minister
Naba Kishore Das said
consultations will be held

Yogi Adityanath at a rally in Bulandshahr Thursday. At rallies
ahead of the Nov 3 bypolls, he said that no one will dare to
disrespect ‘daughters and sisters of western UP’. Gajendra Yadav

Kept promises; no
more riots, exodus:
Adityanath at rally

AMILBHATNAGAR &
MAULSHREE SETH
BULANDSHAHR, LUCKNOW,
OCTOBER?22

REMINDING PEOPLE of the
Muzaffarnagarriots of 2013 in his
first public meeting in the state
ahead of the Assembly by-elec-
tions, Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath on Thursday said
in Bulandshahr that he has kept
his promise of improving law and
order situation in the state,and no
one will now will dare disrespect
“our sisters and daughters of
western Uttar Pradesh”.

Neither will there be a repeat
of the exodus seen in Kairanaand
Kandhla following the riots, nor
will youths such as Sachin and
Gaurav have to “sacrifice them-
selves”, he said.

Sachin and Gaurav’s murders
in August 2013 had allegedly
sparked the riots in
Muzaffarnagar.

Adityanath on Thursday ad-
dressed back-to-back public gath-
erings in Bulandshahr, Amroha,
and Tundla, among the seats go-

ing to bypolls on November 3.

Referring to Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi without naming
him, Adityanath slammed the op-
position party for its outreach to
the family of Kerala journalist
Siddique Kappan, who,along with
three Campus Front of India (CFI)
members, was arrested by UP po-
lice on way to meet the Hathras
victim’s family and has been
booked under UAPA. Kappan's
wife had met Rahul on
Wednesday to hand overamem-
orandum seeking justice for her
husband.

Adityanath said: “You must
have seen that yesterday, a former
Congress chiefwent to meet those
associated with PFI, which has
been consistent with its role in
flaring tension. The Congress is
sympathetic towards such people.
Even the Samajwadi Party and
other parties are sympathetic to-
wards such people - these people
want to divide the country on the
basis of language, caste and reli-
gion, while we believe in ‘Sabka
Sath Sabka Vikas'.”

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

Sushil Modi tests positive,
admitted to AIIMS Patna

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
PATNA,OCTOBER22

SENIOR BJP leader and Bihar
Deputy Chief Minister Sushil
Kumar Modi Thursday said that
he has tested positive for
Covid-19 and has been admit-
ted to AIIMS in Patna. The BJP
leader said he intends to hit the
campaign trail soon in poll-
bound Bihar and all his parame-
ters are “perfectly normal”.
“Tested  positive  for
CORONA.All parameters perfectly
normal.Started with mild
temp.No temp.for last 2
days.Admitted to AIIMS Patna for
better monitoringCT scan of lungs
normal.Will be back soon for cam-
paigning,” he tweeted.

Will be back
soon: Bihar
Deputy CM

Nearly 35 of Sushil Modi's staff
have also been tested for the coro-
navirus and their reports are
awaited.

The tweet comes a day before
PM Narendra Modi enters the
scenein the poll-bound state with
back-to-back rallies in Sasaram,
Gaya and Bhagalpur districts.
Bihar CM Nitish Kumar, who had
shared the dais with his deputy
four days ago in Bhojpur, tested
negative and will campaign with
PM Modi in the three districts.
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2+2 DIALOGUE

Pompeo, Esper to meet Modi
during India Vlslt next week

SHUBHAJITROY
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 22

US SECRETARY of State Michael
R Pompeo and Secretary of
Defense Mark T Esper will jointly
call on Prime Minister Narendra
Modi during their visit to India
on October 26 and 27.

They will also have separate
bilateral meetings with External
Affairs minister S Jaishankar and
Defence minister Rajnath Singh,
apart from holding the Indo-US
2+2 ministerial dialogue.

“The 3rd India-US 2+2
Ministerial Dialogue will entail a
comprehensive discussion on
cross cutting bilateral issues of
mutual interest. In addition, both
sides will also exchange views on

P
ey | ;-y: Tl A
[
PM Narendra Modi

salient regional and global is-
sues,” MEA spokesperson
Anurag Srivastava said Thursday.

He said the discussions in
the previous two dialogues—
held in New Delhi in September
2018 and Washington DC in
December 2019—have enabled
both sides to progress the bilat-
eral  relationship  and

NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY

OPEN TENDER THROUGH E-TENDERING 2020
NIT NO. 17LWS-OPN-AB-2020
On behalf of the President of India, Dy.
CME/Works Ajmer North Western
Railway, invites the following Tender. 1.
Name of work: WORK OF
DISMOUNTING, TRANSPORTATION
AND MOUNTING OF AIR BRAKE
SYSTEM AND ITS COMPONENTS ON
WAGONS AT DIESEL LOCO AND
WAGON WORKSHOP, AJMER FOR 02
YEARS (AS PER SCOPE OF WORK).
2. Estimated cost of work: Rs.
36,06,842.40/-, 3. Earnest Money to be
deposited: Rs. 72200/- (Only through
net banking or payment gateway on
IREPS portal), 4. Last Date and time
for submission and opening of E-
tender: 17.11.2020 up to 15.00 Pm E-
tender will be opened at 15.15 PM on
same day, Due to indispensable reasons
bid opening schedule may change. 5.
Website particular where complete
details of e-tender can be seen and

participated: www.ireps.gov.in
808-SR/20

Please join us on [ I B1%1/NWRailways

E-TENDER NOTICE
e-tender is invited on Behalf of the President
of India for the under mentioned work :

1. Name of the work with its location :
Removal of over head infringements
33/11KV, provision of 11KV incoming feeder
with transformer at stations, electrification of
signal buildings, PF lightings, circulating
area lightings, street lighting at stations
between Kakarghatti to Shisho Halt in
connection with new bypass line of
Darbanga Yard. e-Tender No. EL/C/N/
MHX/ETEN/76/20-21. 2. Approx. Cost of the
work : ¥2,05,95,564.5, 3.Earnest money and
tender Document cost to be deposited :
¥2,53,000/- and Rs. Nil respectively. 4. Date
and time for closing of tender : 10.11.2020
upto 12:00Hrs. 5. Website particulars and
notice board location where complete
details of tender can be seen and address of
the office from where the tender form can be
purchased etc. : Tender can be down loaded
from IREPS website : www.ireps.gov.in and
detailed can be seen from the notice board
at CEE/CON/ Mahendrughat office. CAO/
CON/ECRY/ office Complex, Patna - 04.
Dy. CEE/Con/North/
ECR/Samastipur
PR/0812/CON/Elec/T/20-21/44

strengthen the institutional
framework for cooperation
across all sectors.

“India and US have a com-
prehensive global strategic part-
nership which includes political,
security and defence, economic,
commercial, technology and

5. E. RAILYWAY TEMDER

HIT Ho. : ST-CON-KGP-23.EL.GELADL
dated ; 21102320, (y CSTECon
Soult Easiorn Raikwirg KhRmgpor for
ard on behal of the Frosdeni of inda
IR e - Tvdars fer e Blnving
wmik M o weodk | Prosssion of B
Elezinonios blesiooking of SHankmd and
Ardul i etnedion Wil Sankme-
Santaqnchl in Kheragpur Division ol
Sealh. Eaglam Raikvay, Adwariised
walue of lande @ ¥ 24,00 51,008 2,
Earrast Money © T 521011005 Tendar
Documant Ceat : B {l. a-Tandar
abersing dalo oeed deeees 29112020 ot
1200 his  Makdity olfer ;500 days
Datais of abowvie Tesser Mobca ia
memi babin o el wwaL e ps gavdn

PR-12E)

E-TENDER NOTICE
DRM (Electrical))ECR/Dhanbad for and
behalf of the President of India invites e-
Tender for execution of the following works.
e-Tender No. : EL/ 11/OPEN/2020-21.

. Name of work with location and
Completion of work : DHN-DIVN:
Comprehensive maintenance contract of
DG sets of 'GREAVES' make of different
model and capacity over DHN-DIVN (05
nos) for three years. (Completion period : 36
Months). 2. Approx. cost of the work
379,43,850/-. 3 Earnest money to be
deposited. : ¥1,58,900/-. 4. Date & Time for
submission of closing and opening of e-
Tender : Closing of e-Tender : On
13.11.2020 at 11:00 Hrs. Opening of e-
Tender : On 13.11.2020 after 11:00 Hrs.
5. Website particulars. WEBSITE :
www.ireps.gov.in. Manual offers are not
allowed againste-Tender.

Divisional Railway Manager (Elect.)/
ECR/Dhanbad
PR/0820/DHN/EGEN/T/20-21/40
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people to people contacts. We
have regular dialogue for various
levels to discuss ongoing bilat-
eral cooperation and to exchange
views on developments in the
region,” the spokesperson said.

In his second Asia trip in less
than a month, Pompeo will also
visit Maldives, Sri Lanka and
Indonesia.

“Looking forward to my up-
coming trip to India, Sri Lanka,
Maldives, and Indonesia, for pro-
ductive conversations with our
friends and partners, and the US-
India 2+2 Ministerial Dialogue
with Defence Secretary Mark
Esper and our Indian counter-
parts,” Pompeo told reporters at
a news conference in
Washington DC on Wednesday.
Each stop, he said, will include
discussions on a “broad range of
bilateral topics”.

Discussions will also include
how they can cooperate to main-
tain a “free and open Indo-
Pacific”, he said. “I'm sure my
meetings will also include dis-
cussions on how free nations can
work together to thwart threats
posed by the Chinese
Communist Party.”

Kashmir parties work to give alliance
formal shape, Farooq could be head

NAVEEDIQBAL
SRINAGAR,OCTOBER 22

LEADERS OF the seven-party
People’s Alliance for the Gupkar
Declaration in Jammu and
Kashmir are working to give the
group aformal structure ahead of
their “constitutional battle” for
restoring to people “the rights
they had before 5th of August
2019".

Thealliance will likely have an
executive council consisting of the
chairperson, a vice-chairperson,
general secretaries, a chief coordi-
nator, a chief spokesperson,
spokespersons from individual
parties,and an office-bearer from
each party.

Several sources told The Indian
Express that thereis broad consen-
sus that National Conference (NC)
president Farooq Abdullah, the
most senior leader in Jammu and
Kashmir, should head the alliance
structure, and  People's
Democratic Party (PDP) chief
Mehbooba Mufti and People's
Conference leader Sajad Lone

Mehbooba Mufti, Farooq Abdullah and Omar Abdullah at
the all-party meeting on October 15. ANIfile

should have important roles. NC
vice-president Omar Abdullah
willlikely be part of the core group
of the alliance.

At the first meeting of the al-
liance on October 15, leaders of
the NC, PDP, People’s Conference,
CPI(M), and Awami National
Conference reiterated their com-
mitment to the Gupkar
Declaration of August4,2019,and
discussed giving their grouping
formal shape. The Congress and

CPIwere not present, but have ex-
tended their support to the al-
liance.

The meeting was attended by
Farooq and Omar Abdullah,
Mehbooba Mufti, Sajad Lone, MY
Tarigami of CPI(M), and Muzaffar
Shah of the ANC among other
mainstream leaders. The meeting
resolved to seek the restoration of
the special status of J&K as it ex-
isted before the constitutional
changes of August 5 last year took

J&K govt employees can now be retired
after 22 years of service, 48 years of age

ARUN SHARMA
JAMMU, OCTOBER 22

THE J&K government has
amended Article 226 (2) of the
Jammu and Kashmir Civil
Service Regulations for a provi-
sion to retire at any time any
government servant in the pub-
lic interest after he has com-
pleted 22 years of service or at-
tained 48 years of age.

To identify deadwood in the
administration, a notification is-
sued by the government has also
provided a time schedule, say-
ing an exercise to review per-
formance will be initiated for
each government servant after

completion of 22 years of serv-
ice or attaining 48 years of age
and any time subsequently as
may be required.

The changes follow direc-
tions from Lt Governor Manoj
Sinha, sources said, adding that
this has been done as earlier
provisions empowering the
government to prematurely re-
tire an employee on the basis of
non-performance, misbehav-
iour and bad conduct were
“very vague”. As a result, all
those who were retired prema-
turely managed to rejoin serv-
ice following court orders, they
added. Following the amend-
ment, the UT service regula-
tions have now been brought at

SALUTE THE SOLDIER

MAJOR SAJJAN SINGH GAHLAWAT, SC
9 MADRAS (TRAVANCORE)

All ranks of TRAVANCORE TERRORS
pay homage to Major SS Gahlawat, SC
who made the supreme sacrifice while
fighting terrorists in Surankote (J&K) on
this day in 1997. We salute his brave
deeds on the 23th Anniversary of his

¥ martyrdom. You will always remain a

4 source of inspiration for all of us.
Commanding Officer & All Ranks

9 MADRAS (TRAVANCORE)

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR

TOMO RIBA INSTITUTE OF HEALTH & MEDICAL SCIENCES (TRIHMS)
(SOCIETY UNDER THE GOVERNMENT OF ARUNACHAL PRADESH)

Naharlagun - 791110: Arunachal Pradesh

Phone: 0360-2350331 FAX: 0360-2350791 Email: trihmsap @gmail.com

Il Faculty and SR/JR:

Roll Advt. No. TRIHMS-67/2017(Vol-Il)
Interview will be held in the office of the Director (TRIHMS), Naharlagun on 19th & 20th November, 2020 at 10:00 hours onwards
for recruitment of the following posts.
I Dean-cum-Principal -

1 (one) post.

Dated Naharlagun the 14th Oct, 2020

5000

Sl. No. Department No. of posts
Professor | Associate | Assistant Senior Junior
Professor | Professor Resident Resident
(1) (2 (3) @ (5) (6) 7
1 General Medicine 1 2 - - -
2 |Orthopaedics 1 - - - _
3 |Anaesthesiology 1 2 - - -
4 |Paediatrics 1 - - - -
5  |Pathology - 1 - - -
6  |Psychiatry 1 - - -
7  |Dermatology - 1 - - -
8 |Dentistry - 1 - - N
9 |Obst & Gynae - 1 - - -
10 |Physiology - - 1 N
11 |Community Medicine - 1 - -
12 |Chest & Respiratory - - 1 1
13 |Radio-diagnosis - - 1 -
Total 4 9 2 2 1
Ill. Pay scale
(i) Dean : Rs. 1,44,200- 2,18,200 (EP level-14) plus special pay of Rs.

(i) Professor

regular basis

: (a) Rs. 1,44,200- 2,18,200 (EP level-14) for appointment on

(b) Consolidated pay of Rs. 2,50,000/- (Rupees two lakh fifty
thousand) only for appointment on contract basis in respect
of persons who are above 65 years

(iii) Associate Professor

: Rs. 1,23,100- 2,14,100 (EP- level-13)

(iv)Assistant Professor

allowances

: Rs. 78,800- 2,09,200 (EP level-12) + NPA per month and other

(v) Senior Resident

: Rs. 91,000/- per month fixed and 5% increment in subsequent
year and other allowances

(vi)dunior Resident

Rs. 79,180/- fixed.

+ NPA per month and other

allowances as admissible +

free furnished accommoda-
tion

* (Non medical faculty - No NPA)

par with those followed at the
Centre, they said.

The appropriate authority
will now have to give either
three months prior notice or
three months of allowance to re-
tire any employee, accordingtoa
notification issued by Financial
Commissioner Dr Arun Kumar
Mehta.

It clarified that the order will
not be applicable to those work-
ing on posts included in
Schedule Il of these Rules.

The Administrative
Department has to maintain a
register of staff who are due to
attain 48 years age or complete
22 years of service, the notifica-
tion said, adding the register

should be scrutinised at the be-
ginning of every year by nomi-
nated officers and review the
performance of employees.

To ensure a review, the
amended regulations provide for
the formation of an internal
committee in each department
comprising the administrative
secretary, concerned head of de-
partment, and two senior offi-
cers to be nominated by the ad-
ministrative secretary.

The broad criteria to be fol-
lowed by the review committee
while reviewing the perform-
ance of employees should be
their fitness/competence and
their utility for the purpose for
which they are employed.

NITT Aayog panel for reforms
in urban planning education

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 22

APANEL constituted by the NITI
Aayog Thursday will lookinto in-
troducing reforms in the urban
planning education system.
The 14-member advisory
committee, headed by NITI Aayog
Vice-Chairman Rajiv Kumar, will
review the urban planning edu-
cation systeminIndiaand exam-
ine the availability, demand and
supply of qualified urban plan-

ners in the country.

NITI Aayog CEO Amitabh
Kant and secretaries of three
ministries—Housing and Urban
Affairs, Higher Education and
Panchayati Raj—are among the
members of the committee.

An order said the committee
will “review the current urban
planning education system in
Indiainterms of multi-disciplinar-
ity, curriculum and related issues
atgraduate and post graduate lev-
elsinthe contextof the challenges
posed by rapid urbanization...”

Zonal Office, Patna,
Ph: 0612-2508237, Email: zopatna@indianbank.co.in

Indian Bank

category.

Kotwali Police Station, Patna.

onrent atthe time of empanelment.

Invitation of Application for Empanelment of Seizure and Disposal Agents (SADA)
for Recovery in NPA Accounts and Search of Personal Assets Respectively
Indian Bank (A Govt. of India undertaking) having its Zonal Offie at Patna invites
Application for empanelment of Seizure and Disposal Agents (SADA) for seizure
of vehicles (cars, trucks, buses, tractor, earth movers and others), total solution on
seizure and desposal of charged assets and recovery in NPA accounts under this

The eligibility criteria, terms & conditions and Application format may be
collected by the interested parties from our Zonal Office at Budh Marg, Near

Individuals persons, a firm, LLP, a company or a group of Individuals having
adequate infrastructure expertise, skill storage space/garages and having good
past experience in the field of seizure and sale of vehicles are eligible for
empanelmentas SADA. SADA should have secured parking yard either owned or

The Application along with experience certificate, Biodata, Certificate of 100
hours training for the Debt and Recovery Agent" from IIBF And other
requisites documents and two passport size photographs in sealed cover
super scribed with EMPANELMENT for Seizure and Disposal Agents (SADA)
must reach our office latest by 31.10.2020 through speed post/courier.

Place: Patna
Date: 22.10.2020

Zonal Managar
Indian Bank

NORTHERN RAILWAY
TENDER NOTICE
Invitation of Tender through E-Tendering (E-Procurement System)

NIT No.

09 (A, B, C)/ 20-21 dated 22.10.2020

-

Name of Work A)
with its location

Outsourcing of maintenance activities to provide
habitable condition in loco colony DEE in the S/o
SSE/W/DKZ | under ADEN/E/IV

B

Outsourcing of maintenance activities to provide
habitable conditions at Anand vihar, Tilak Bridge
colony & BH office for one year in the S/o SSE/W/B.H
under ADEN/E-I

C

Outsourcing of maintenance activities to provide
habitable conditions in Rail Bhawan for two years in
the S/o SSE/W/RB under ADEN/E-III

N

Approx. Costof work A

Rs. 603225.30 B) Rs. 13588708.57 C) 17716522.56

w

Earnest Money

(It should be in the form of net banking or payment
gateway only. Note:- FDR will not be accepted as
EMD for tender invited on IREPS as per Railway Boards
letter no. 2015//CE-I/CT/5/1/ dated 31.08.2016)
A)|Rs. 120700.00 B) 218000.00 C) 238600.00

'S

Completion period A)
of the work

350 Days B) 365 Days C) 730 Days

o

Cost of tender on
cash/by post

(It should be in the form of net banking or payment
gateway only. Note:- FDR will not be accepted as
EMD for tender invited on IREPS as per Railway Board
letter no. 2015//CE-I/CT/5/1/ dated 31.08.2016)

A) 5900 B) 5900 C) 5900

trihmsap @ gmail.com

ARN/13538-39

1. Eligibility criteria as per NMC norms.

2. All interested candidates need to send the CV and copies of relevant documents to trihmsap @ gmail.com or hard copies of
application alongwith documents may be submitted to the OSD (HR) TRIHMS on or before 16th November,2020.

3. All candidates have to bring their original documents and a set of extra copies of the same at the time of the interview.

4. Any variation in the number of vacancy, if any shall be notified in the institute's website latest by 16/ 11/ 2020

For further details please visit www.trihms.org or contact Dr. B.V.S Murthy, OSD (HR) at Mobile No. 9612484018. Email ID:

Sd/- (Dr. Moji Jini)
Director (TRIHMS)

=

Date & Time for
submission of tender
and opening of tender

Upto 15.00 hrs on 17.11.2020 Opening of tender
at 15:00 hrs on 17.11.2020

=

Website particulars
notice board location
complete details of tender
can be seen and address
of the office from where
the tender form can be
purchased etc.

Above tender available on IREPS site i.e.
www.ireps.gov.in

No. 128-W/269/0ET/20-21/WE/NIT 09 (A, B, C) Dated : 22.10.2020

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

2327/20

New Delhi

Afirst step;
challenges
@ lieahead

EXPLAINED

THE MOVE towards put-
ting in place a formal
structure in the People’s
Alliance of regional parties
in Jammu and Kashmir
marks a step towards
building a platform to
mount a political chal-
lenge against the constitu-
tional changes of August 5,
2019. However the biggest
challenge before the polit-
ical parties in the new al-
liance would be toreacha
consensus on their joint
strategy. The two biggest
parties in the alliance had
always been political ri-
vals in the erstwhile state
of Jammu and Kashmir.

effect,and the erstwhile state was
split into two Union Territories.
Acharter thatwill serve asavi-

sion document for the alliance is
also in the making, for which all
parties have been asked to submit
their inputs.

“The previous meetings
where different parties came to-
gether were in the absence of
Mehboobaji,soassoonas herde-
tention was revoked (late on
October 13 evening), we all came
together. However, what shape
the alliance takes will be deliber-
ated in the next meeting,” the NC
MP from Anantnag, Hasnain
Masoodi, told The Indian Express.

The CPI(M)’s Tarigami said
“discussion are taking place and
details of how the alliance fights
the constitutional changes of
August 5 will be thrashed out in
the next meeting”.

The alliance will likely have a
common headquarters for its of-
fice-bearers.On August4 last year,
the signatories to the Gupkar
Declaration - so named because
they met at the residence of
Farooq Abdullah at Gupkar Road
in Srinagar - had vowed to “de-
fend identity, autonomy and spe-
cial status” of J&K.

Polling officials during the Ladakh Autonomous Hill
Development Council elections, in Leh on Thursday. P11

65% voting in Leh
hill development
council elections

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
SRINAGAR,OCTOBER 22

ELECTIONS TO the Leh
Autonomous Hill Development
Council (LAHDC) recorded just
over 65 per cent voting in its
first poll since the Union terri-
tory of Ladakh was carved out
of the erstwhile state of Jammu
and Kashmir. The elections
were conducted amid tensions
with China in the Ladakh
region.

Of the 30 seats in the
LAHDC, 26 members are di-
rectly elected while four are
nominated. There were 94 can-
didates, including 26 each from
the BJP and Congress, 19 from
the AAP and 23 independents.
The AAP is contesting polls in
Ladakh for the first time.

Constituted in accordance
with the Ladakh Autonomous
Hill Development Council Act,
1995, this was the sixth election

to the council. A public holiday
was declared within the Leh
district to facilitate voting, re-
sults for which will be declared
on October 26.

Leh Deputy Commissioner
Sachin Kumar told The Indian
Express that the polling process
was conducted smoothly in all
294 polling booths of the
district.

The highest voting — 83 per
cent — was witnessed in the
Sku-Markha area with only 719
registered voters, and the low-
est voting percentage was
recorded in lower Leh where 48
per cent of over 11,000 voters
cast their ballot. The Ladakh
Parliamentary constituency is
currently represented by BJP
MP Jamyang Tsering Namgyal.
In the last council, BJP held a
majority with 18 councillors
representing the party, while
the Congress held five and two
seats were represented by the
National Conference.

Ajit Pawar
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doctors
advise rest

EXPRESS NEWS
SERVICE
PUNE,OCTOBER 22

MAHARASHTRA DE-
PUTY Chief Minister
Ajit Pawar, who has
been unwell since a
few days, has been
advised rest by doc-
tors. While he has
tested negative for
Covid-19, he will re-
main in home quar-
antine as a precau-
tionary measure, said
family members.
The Deputy CM
will attend official
meetings, including
those of the state
cabinet, via video-
conferencing for the
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next few days.

Pawar, who re-
cently visited rain-af-
fected areas in Pune
and Solapur districts,
had complained of
weakness. He con-
sulted doctors at a
Mumbai-based su-
per-specialty hospi-
tal, said sources.
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BIHAR: HIGHER EDUCATION

Young voters, but under most
heads, a poor report card

Lowest in country in youth in higher education,
number of colleges, highest student-faculty ratio

RITIKACHOPRA
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 22

FOR A state that has had a predominantly
young electorate for at least the last two elec-
tion cycles (31% in the 2015 Assembly, and
24.61% in the 2019 Lok Sabha elections were
under the age of 30), higher education in
Bihar remains neglected. According to the
latest edition of the All India Higher
Education Survey (AISHE), released in 2019,
Bihar's Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER) stands
at 13.6%, the lowest in the country.

AISHE is the only national survey on the
status of higher education in the country.

For every hundred youngsters in the age
group of 18 to 23 years, only 13 are pursuing
higher education in Bihar, as per the survey.
This is much lower than the national aver-
age of 26.3%.

Even neighbouring Jharkhand has a
higher GER, of 19%.

The numbers are even worse for women
as their enrolment ratio stands at 12% as
against 15% for men. The poor access to
higher education amongst women in Bihar
is also reflected in its Gender Parity Index
(female:male ratio in higher education),
which stands at 0.79, the lowest in the
country.

Of the roughly 16 lakh students enrolled
in higher education in the state, 6.8 lakh are
female and 9.2 lakh are male.

The low enrolment stems from another
problem — too few higher education insti-
tutions in the state. There are just seven col-
leges in Bihar per lakh eligible population
(youngsters in the 18 to 23 year age group),
which is also the lowest in the country.

What makes matters worse is that this
figure has remained unchanged for the last
six years. Bihar has figured at the bottom
since 2011.

For comparison, the college density in the
entire poll-bound state is less than that of
Delhi, a city-state, which has eight colleges
per lakh eligible population. The national av-
erage is 28 and Karnataka has the highest
number of colleges (53) per lakh eligible

— [ HEREBY DECLARE —

RITUJAISWAL

Rashtriya Janata Dal, Parihar (Sitamarhi)

TOTALASSETS
X2.26 CRORE (with spouse)

*Contesting assembly polls for the first time

MOVABLE ASSETS

X19.01 LAKH

Assets 2015 2020
Cashinhand - 3.14 lakh
Bank balance - 7.83lakh
Jewellery - 20.8lakh
Vehicle - 10 lakh
Other - 3.6lakh
TOTAL - 45,64 lakh
IMMOVABLE ASSETS

1.8 CRORE

Assets 2015 2020
Agriland - 50.25lakh
Non-Agriland - 28.5 lakh
Residential - 82 lakh
Other - 20 lakh
Total - 18cr
LIABILITIES NIL

CRIMINAL CASES No cases pending

MIGRANT JOBS

Sector-wise division of
migrant workers

5%

WHAT THEY DO

15,09,925

workers

surveyed

Skill Sector Count
Construction 965,709
General Services 293,150
Mechanic 59,513
Textile/Handloom 26,172
Electronics/Electricals 24,260
Agriculture 18,329
Computer/IT 16,589
Food Processing 6,669
Financial Sector 4221
Healthcare 1,739

Source: Migrant report, as of July 2, 2020, Covid-19
Information Portal, Government of Bihar

GROSS ENROLMENT RATIO
IN18-23 AGE GROUP

15
30 1440%
147 1390% 1360%
1310%
131
e

201M-12
2012-13
2013-14
2014-15
2015-16
2017-18
2018-19

**National GER 26.3%

population.

Also, the boom in the private education
sector, which has contributed to improving
the country's GER, seems to have bypassed
the state. Bihar, which has 33 universities,
doesn't have a single private state university
or private deemed university.

Few institutions of higher education
mean overcrowding of the existing colleges
and universities. There are roughly 1,600 stu-
dents enrolled per college in Bihar.

Its neighbour Jharkhand is the only state
thatranks lower on this front in the country
with an average enrolment per college of
1,875 students.

The student-faculty ratio (calculated as
total number of students divided by total
teachers in the state) is yet another front in
higher education where Bihar ranks last in
the national tally. It has a student-teacher ra-
tio of 61 for higher education pursued in the
distance and regular mode. The national av-
erage is 26.

This is a parameter on which the state’s
performance has deteriorated over the last
eight years, according to the AISHE data. In
2012-13, the ratio stood at 53.

The picture of a univ: AMU
Kishanganj centre flounders

WALIAHMAD
KISHANGANJ, OCTOBER 22

SHAFEE Ahmad is nostalgic, reminiscing his
days at Insan School in Kishanganj. Founded
in 1966 by educationist and Padma Shri Syed
Hassan, the school attracted students from
Bihar and Uttar Pradesh. “Syed Bhai chose
Kishanganj because he wanted to bring the
Muslim community out of educational back-
wardness,” says Ahmad, 50. More than half-
a-century later, the institution is not even a
shadow of its past. “Apart from fund crunch,
there are administrative issues,” says Ahmad.

At 57.04%, illiteracy in Kishanganj still
stands far below the national average of
77.7%.Meanwhile, even as it grew into a de-
gree college, Insan School has lost accredita-
tion of the Bihar School Examination Board
and its students appear for board exams un-
der different schools. The degree courses are
offered under Maulana Mazharul Haque
Arabic and Persian University, Patna.

In 2013, Kishanganj saw another ray of
hope when, in the backdrop of the Sachar
Committee report, the UPA government ap-
proved a study centre of Aligarh Muslim
University (AMU) in Kishanganj. The centre
was the result of years of protests.

However, like Insan School, the AMU cen-
tre too is struggling. Still functioning from a
temporary building, it is facing a fund crunch
aswell as legal issues over 224.02 acres given
to it by the Bihar government.

Says AMU-K Director Dr Hassan Imam,
"The UPA government approved Rs 136 crore
and released Rs 10 crore. We have not re-
ceived any grant since then."

In 2018, the National Green Tribunal
(NGT) raised a red flag over land allotted to
the centre near the Mahananda river.

Even AMU-K’s courses have been cur-
tailed inrecent years. While it started out of-
fering MBA and B.Ed courses, the National
Council for Teacher Education (NCTE) halted
the B.Ed course in 2018, saying the institute
had not taken prerequisite approval.

THE BUs Stors HERE

Seven years later, temporary building,
curtailed courses. Wali Ahmad

The AIMIM, which is hoping Kishanganj
will be its springboard into Bihar politics, says
AMU-K is one of their main poll issues.
Qamrul Hoda, who won the Kishanganj
Assembly bypoll last year, says, “The Centre
and state have deliberately kept the region
illiterate, using Seemanchal as a vote bank.”

The five Vidhan Sabha seats under
Kishanganj will see a contest between the
AIMIM, ]D(U) and Mahagathbandhan. While
the JD(U) has re-fielded sitting MLAs
Mujahid Alam from Kochadhaman and
Naushad Alam from Thakurganj, also in the
race is AIMIM state president Akhtar-ul Iman.

Mujahid, who looks set to win again, says
the Nitish Kumar government is doing its
best to revive the AMU-K centre. “Bihar and
AMU have filed an appeal with the National
Mission for Cleaning Ganga over the NGT or-
der. We have also filed a petition against the
NCTE order,” he says, adding that should the
site not get clearance, a JD(U) government
would sanction an alternative site.

Shafee Ahmad, who saw the Insan dream
dwindle and now works as a librarian at the
AMU-K Centre, hangs on to hope. “Insaan
school was a private initiative," he notes, "but
the Kishanganj centre has the backing of an
institution like AMU."

Vehicles requisitioned for the Bihar Assembly elections parked in Patna’s Gandhi Maidan. P

Destination work, migrants don’t
stop for elections or festive season

AVISHEK GDASTIDAR
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 22

EVEN AS the Oppositionin Bihar tries to make
the plight of migrant workers an election is-
sue, outflow from the state is continuing —
most ‘clone’ trains, which the Railways is run-
ning to clear the rush on crowded routes, are
from Bihar to big cities in other states.

The concept of clone trains was okayed
late last month, replicating services that have
along waiting list.

Since then, according to Railways officials,
originating stations in Bihar, such as Danapur,
Patna, Muzaffarpur, Katihar, Rajgir, Jaynagar,
Chhapra, Darbhanga and Saharsa, are among
those throwing up the highest demand, to des-
tinations like Surat, Delhi, Ahmedabad, Amrit-
sar, Bengaluru and Secunderabad. Clone trains
to these destinations are running with 104-
134 per cent occupancy, as per data reviewed
by The Indian Express.On the same routes, they
are returning with much lower occupancy.

“Itwas initially thought that migrants who
have returned to their villages would probab-
ly stay put till Chhath. But data show thatis not
the case,” said a senior Railway Ministry official.
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Out of the 40 clone trains running so far,
around 24 are on these routes. In addition to
this, the festive special services post November
15 from Bihar are also booked out.

“Forty special trains have been introduced
as clones of trains with long waitlists. The av-

erage occupancy of these trains in the past
seven days is around 85 per cent,” said a
Railway spokesman.

The approximately 16 other clone trains
are onroutes between Delhi and Varanasi, Goa,
Lucknow and Bengaluru. Notably absent from
the list so far are clones between Gorakhpur
and Mumbai and Pune — a route that saw a
huge number of Shramik Specials bringing in
stranded migrants during the lockdown. Even
from Bihar, the list has no train connecting
Maharashtra so far.

The clone trains are mostly made of 12 air-
conditioned three-tier and four non-ACsleeper
coaches. By design, they are faster than the reg-
ular trains they are cloning and run with fewer
stoppages. In fact, they run ahead of the train
they clone. These are mostly Humsafar Express
rakes, premium in nature with a marginally
higher ticket cost. Bookings can be made 10
days in advance.

Post the lockdown, Railways has been re-
suming services in a calibrated manner. As of
now, 668 trains have returned to tracks on
routes with traditionally heavy demand.
Additionally, 412 festival special trains have
been introduced to run for a few days around
Diwali and Chhath.
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the alliance.”

22.3KLIKES, 3.5KRETWEETSINTHOUR

EXPRESS, o
Y explained.
LEFT ROLE IN POLL MATHS

e WHO’S WHERE TODAY
NARENDRA MODIIN GAYA,
BHAGALPUR; RAHUL GANDHI
IN HISUA, KAHALGAON;
MAYAWATI IN BHABUA

HASHTAG POLITICS

@ PM Modi ahead of arrival in Bihar

PM @narendramodi tweeted: “Will have the opportunity to be amidst brothers
and sisters of Bihar tomorrow. Will address rallies in Sasaram, Gaya and Bhagalpur.
Will present the NDA's development agenda and seek the public’s blessings for

@ @INCBihar tweeted

“Pehle do-crove rozgar de dete, toh 19 lakh
ka jumia nahin dena padhta (Had you
kept your promise of providing 2 crore
annual jobs earlier, there wouldn’t have
been any need for a fresh promise of

19 lakh jobs.”)

907LIKES, 314 RETWEETS IN 8 HOURS

DINARA

Chup chaap bungla

chhaap: Veteran BJP
hand’s new LJP pitch

Rajendra Singh is tallest BJP rebel in race, once seen as CM probable. Munna Kumar

SANTOSH SINGH
DINARA,OCTOBER 22

IT'S AN unusual situation for Rajendra Singh.
An RSS worker for the past 37 years, he is this
time contesting on an LJP ticket — the biggest
among the eight BJP leaders doing so. The 54-
year-old crossed over after the Dinara con-
stituency went to the JD(U)'s sitting MLA and
Science and Technology Minister Jay Kumar
Singhin the NDA seat-sharing.

Considered the man behind the BJP's vic-
tory in Jharkhand in the 2014 Lok Sabha polls,
Rajendra Singh was even touted as the party’s
chief ministerial face for Bihar in the 2015 elec-
tions. While that hope had ended as he lost the
polls from Dinara, he had still got over 62,000
votes and was made the state vice-president.

However, in the wake of the LJP’s last-
minute decision to leave the NDA in Bihar,and
its fulsome praise for the BJP since, the lines
are blurred. One of the recent posts on Singh’s
Facebook was an advice by a supporter:
“Lojapa Bhajpa ekke huawe, jhansa mein na
aaiyah, abki Rajendra Bhaiya ke
jitaiyah (LJP and BJP are the
same, don't get confused
about it. This time, ensure vic-

much-touted Saat Nischay (Seven Resolutions)
include ‘Gali Nali (drains in lanes)’ and ‘Nal Jal
(waterintaps).

As four-wheelers struggle to negotiate the
drains, Neeraj Shah says Saat Nischay are
worthless. “Where is the water in the taps?
This schemeisaden of corruption.” Shahis un-
employed, like many youth in Khairihi. Most
villagers are share-croppers or migrant work-
ers.Some 130 people returned during the lock-
down but none stayed back to cast their vote.

Says Narendra Pathak, “Why should we
vote for Jay Kumar, who barely visits us?...
Rajendra Singh shares our joys and sorrows.
He also helped treatment of Covid patients.”

Yes, they saw electricity, roads under Nitish,
admits Amita Bachchan, butadds, “How many
years should we give to Nitish Kumar for jobs,
quality of education, addressing corruptionin
PDS? Even under mid-day meals, a child gets
4 kgrice in place of 8 kg... cuts go to the top.”

His father had high hopes of him, naming
him ‘Amitabh Bachchan’ after the mega star.
However, at school they registered him
wrongly as ‘Amita’, and now fate has left him
without a job despite graduation, he says.
This is why R]D leader Tejashwi
Yadav's promise of 10

lakh jobs is so at-

tory of Rajendra Singh).”  Muzaffarour tractive, villagers
Singh’s campaign mes- Patna p say.

sage is a variation of the ° ® Begusarai At the village

BJP’s poll line in the Lok g~ DINARA schoolin Kund, there

Sabha elections in West
Bengal last year, where its
silent surge had taken the
Trinamool Congress by surprise
—“Chup chaap bungla chhaap (quietly, vote for
the house, the LJP symbol)”, Singh'’s pitch goes.
The leader says BJP and RSS workers are
supporting him “on their own”. “It is because
of our long association... It is very difficult to
shed the party you have grown up with.”
Belonging to Gauravillage in Rohtas, Singh
was known to be a quiet, largely backroom
leader of the RSS till he was made the organi-
sation sectretary of the Jharkhand BJP and
came to be known as Amit Shah’s man.
Learning alesson from the 2015 loss, when
not many knew him in Dinara, Singh is this
time going door to door, “irrespective of caste”.
He refrains from attacking his JD(U) rival.
While the Rajput votes might get split be-
tween Singh and Jay Kumar of the JD(U), Singh
is expected to get the substantial non-Yadav
OBC, EBC and Scheduled Caste including
Paswan vote. One such village with a large
number of the latter is Khairihi. If its cemented
roads stand out, so do the open drains that
criss-cross them. Chief Minister Nitish Kumar's

Gaya @

New Delhi

is enthusiasm for

Tejashwi’s promise of pay

parity for over 4.5 lakh “Niyojit
(contract)” teachers.

Says a teacher, who refused to be named,
“Nitish said in the Assembly that we cannot be
given equal pay for equal work. We tell him
standing on this school premises that we won't
vote for him... He will pay for his arrogance.”

The RJD Dinara candidate, Vijay Kumar
Mandal, an old party worker known in the
area, is banking on Yadav villages like Pipra.

Sporting a scarf with photos of the RJD
symbol, Rakesh Singh Yadav, a student, says,
“Itseems Tejashwi will become CM this time).”

JD(U) candidate Jay Kumar's best hope is
areas with Rajputs, OBC Kushwahas and some
EBC belts. He tells voters, “Recall what Bihar
had 15 years ago. There were noroads, noelec-
tricity.” He doesn’t mention Rajendra Singh.

Sundaram Kumar, associated with the BJP’s
farmer cellin Rohtas, says there is no contradic-
tion in them supporting Singh against ally
JD(U). "Our ideologue Deendayal Upadhyaya
oncesaidif the party does not field a good can-
didate, it is the job of workers to rectify it. We
are doing precisely that."
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BRIEFLY

NN Reddy

TELANGANA
Formerhome
minister dead

afterinfection

Hyderabad: Senior TRS
leader and former Home
Minister of Telangana
Nayani Narasimha Reddy
died here on Thursday. He
was 76. Reddy, who
served as the first Home
Minister of Telangana af-
ter its formation in 2014,
had been undergoing
treatment at a private su-
per-speciality hospital
here for post-Covid com-
plications with lung dam-
age and the end came at
12.25 am, hospital sources
said.Reddy, a senior trade
union leader  in
Hyderabad, had played an
active role in the separate
Telangana agitation. He
was elected to the
Legislative Assembly in
undivided Andhra
Pradesh for three termsin
1978, 1985 and 2004.
Reddy had served as a
minister in thegovern-
ment of late Y S
Rajasekhara Reddy when
TRS, then an ally of
Congress, joined the gov-
ernmentin2004.  PTI

UTTARPRADESH
lllegalarms
factory busted,
TheldinHathras

Hathras: The police on
Thursday claimed to have
busted an illegal arms-
manufacturing factory in
Hathras following the ar-
rest of a man and seizure
of over a dozen firearms
along with ammunition.
The police have seized 14
pistols of .315 bore, three
rifles, including two of
.315 bore, and three un-
finished pistols of varying
capacities from the unit
besides equipment and
raw material, police said.
Kanchan, alocal, who has
been booked earlier in
over half a dozen cases,
has been arrested,
Hathras SP Vineet Jaiswal
said. PTI

MADHYA PRADESH
Claiming to

be ‘goddess’,
woman axes son

Panna: Inasuspected case
of human sacrifice, a
woman allegedly axed her
24-year-old son to death,
claiming that she felt like
agoddess, at Kohni village
in Panna district on
Thursday, police said. The
incident took place
around 4.30 am, when
Suniabai Lodhi, who is in
her 50s and claimed that
she felt like a goddess at
times, felt the same way
and attacked her son with
an axe, said Arun Soni, in-
charge of Panna Kotwali
police station. The police
have arrested the
woman. PTI

MAHARASHTRA
25injuredas
lightning strikes
villagein Thane

Thane: At least 25 people
wereinjured when light-
ning struck a residential
areaat Umbarmali village
in Maharashtra’s Thane
district, an official said on
Thursday. During heavy
rains in Thane on
Wednesday evening, a
house in the locality was
completely destroyed
while some adjoining
houses also suffered
damages, regional disas-
ter management cell
chief Santosh Kadam
said. PTI

PM addresses Bengal on Puja: Respect
women of India like you respect Durga

SANTANU CHOWDHURY
KOLKATA,OCTOBER 22

SHARING DURGA Puja greetings
in Bengali on the occasion of the
first day of the puja - Shasthi -
Prime Minister Narendra Modion
Thursday asserted that the
Centre’s vision of Atmanirbhar
Bharat (self-reliant India) will
grow in strength from West
Bengal and said that women in
the country must be given the
same respect people have for the
Goddess..

Inavirtual address to the peo-
ple, live-streamed in all 294
Assembly constituencies of the
state, Modi made anappeal tothe
people to adhere to physical dis-
tancing norms and wear face
masks while taking partin the fes-
tivities in an effort to keep up the
battle against the Covid-19 pan-
demic.

He said: “In the 21st century,
our vision of Atmanirbhar Bharat
- or self- reliant India - will
strengthen from the land of
Bengal. We have to take Bengal's
culture, pride, progress to newer
heights. We are ensuring speedy
development for the people of
Bengal through various schemes.
We are doing everything to re-
duce problems of the people of
the state and improve their
lifestyle.”

“We have adopted the vision
of Purbaday to develop eastern
India. West Bengal has to play an

BJP workers at a Durga Puja, which Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated virtually,
in Kolkata on Thursday. Partha Paul

important role to make our vision
asuccess,” the PM said in his 23~
minute address.

The event was held at Eastern
Zonal Cultural Centre in Salt Lake,
where a Durga Puja is organised
by the BJP. The Prime Minister,
whowasaddressing from the na-
tional capital, virtually inaugu-
rated the Puja.

BJP  leaders  Kailash
Vijayvargiya, Mukul Roy and
Union minister Babul Supriyo
wereamong presentat the venue.
The address was preceded by cul-
tural programmes and a rendition
of aRabindranath Tagore song by
Supriyo, whois also a singer.

Noting that Durga is wor-
shipped as a symbol of ‘Shakti’
(strength), Modi said his govern-
ment is consistently working for
the empowerment of women.

He cited decisions such as
openingJan Dhan accounts for 22
crore women, giving soft loans to
them under the Mudra Yojana,
launching Beti Bachao-Beti
Padhaoinitiative, granting perma-
nent commission to women in
the armed forces, and extending
maternity leave from 12 to 26
weeks and said, “we have takena
number of steps for their empow-
erment”.

The Prime Minister said al-

Covid brings 200-yr-old
Varanasi

Ramlila to halt

DIPANITANATH
PUNE,OCTOBER 22

EVERY YEAR, during the festive
season, Ramnagar in Varanasi
breaks from the present and steps
back 200 years. Led by the erst-
while ‘maharaja’ of Banaras, the
town hosts a 31-day Ramnagar ki
Ramlila, in which the entire epic
playsoutalmostinreal timeinlo-
calities with names such as Lanka,
Ashok Vatika and Ayodhya, and
around a pond called Ganga.

The Ramlila was started by
Maharaja Udit Narayan Singh in
1830, and its organisers pride
themselves on the fact that it has
never beendisrupted. Notevenin
1962, when India and China were
at war, was the Ramlila stopped,
says Kunwar Ishaan, nephew of
the present ‘maharaja’, Anant
Narayan Singh. “It had continued
with the lantern lights covered
with leaves so planes could not
spot them from above,” he says.

Until, this year, a virus came
along. The pandemic has shrunk
the grand spectacle — the largest
moving dramatic performance in
India — to a reading of Tulsidas’s
Ram Charit Manas in a temple in
Janakpuri, the paternal home of
Sitain the Ramayana.

“We were thinking of differ-
ent ideas on how to save the
Ramlila from the pandemic. The
third Rajkumari, Krishnapriya,
evenwrote aletter to the CM and
the PMO to allow the broadcast
of a film on the Ramnagar
Ramlila as well as a streaming on
Doordarshan of the 15-minute
evening aarti, but she got no re-
ply,” says Ishaan.

The earliest reference to
Ramnagar ki Ramila is found in a

Ramnagar in Varanasi hosts a 31-day Ramlila; scenes from
the Ramayana are enacted across town. Renuka Puri/File

lithograph of James Princep from
1834. A colonial administrator,
who was with the Benaras Mint
between 1820 and 30, Princep
wrote, “Five or six spots in the
town become annually this sea-
son, the scene of a Ram
Leela...The Rajah of Benares, or
his estate at Ramnugur, conducts
the performance in a very com-
plete manner: really the whole
Ramayana is read through in the
course of twenty or thirty days,
and whatever incidents are capa-
ble of being acted, or displayed, are
simultaneously exhibited.”

The Ramnagar Ramlila has
proudly resisted change and pre-
served much of its old form.
Performances are held in the
growing darkness of the autumn
evening, without electriclights or
mikes, and photography is not al-
lowed. Cellphones are switched
off and anyone who breaks the
rule is pulled up. The palace
guards keep watch over the
crowds. The ‘maharaja’ and his sis-
ters, the three ‘maharaj kumaris’,
attend the Ramlila on elephants.

But this year, the regalia is
missing. “Nobody else is present.
The district administration had

Indigenous stealth
corvette INS Kavaratti
commissioned into Navy

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 22

CHIEF OF Army Staff General M
M Naravane on Thursday com-
missioned the Anti-Submarine
Warfare stealth corvette, INS
Kavaratti, into the Indian Navy.
INS Kavaratti is the last in the se-
ries of four Anti-Submarine
Warfare Corvettes built for the
Navy by Garden Reach
Shipbuilders and Engineers
Limited (GRSE), Kolkata, a lead-
ing shipyard, under Project 28.

The timeline of the P28 class
of ships built by GRSE was syn-
chronised to factor in the unique
indigenisation efforts, according
toarelease.

Special high strength war-
ship-grade steel type DMR 249

General MM Naravane
with other senior officers
at the commissioning
ceremony. Express

A, was indigenously developed
for these ships’ construction. INS
Kavaratti and INS Kiltan are the
first two major warships in the
country to have the unique fea-
ture of superstructure made of
Carbon Fiber Composite
Material.

said that only 100 people will be
allowed due to Covid protocol, but
how does one decide who the 100
should be? There are nemis or
holy men, who have always been
apartofthe Ramlilafrom the time
the first chaupaiis recited and un-
til the last aarti is performed...
There was no way you can allow
only 100 people,” says Ishaan.

Every year, the ‘Kashi ma-
haraja’ also crosses the Ganga to
Chitrakoot, for another Ramlila—
one which has been performed
for more than 470 years and is
considered the oldest in India.

In Chitrakoot, the Bharat Milap
—the scene that celebrates there-
union of Rama and Lakshman
with Bharat and Shatrughan —
used to be held in a large field. It
will now be performed on the
50x50 sq ft terrace of Ayodhya
Bhavan, a hall in a marketplace,
with a few sanitised and masked
devotees watching. “This is the
first time the king will not be com-
ing. This Ramlila is not the same,”
says Pandit Mukund Upadhyay,
organiser of the Shri Chitrakoot
Ramleela Samiti in Varanasi.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

though Durga Puja this yearis be-
ing celebrated on a limited scale
due to the Covid-19 pandemic, the
“enthusiasmi s still unlimited”.

He said: “Bengal’s Puja gives
India a new colour. We are cele-
brating Durga Puja in times of
Covid-19 (and) devotees have
shown exemplary restrain. The
number of people might be less
but the grandeur and devotion are
the same; the happiness and joy
are still boundless. This is the real
Bengal.

“There is such power in devo-
tion there it seems thatlamnotin
Delhi but today I am present
among all of you in Bengal.”

WEST BENGAL

After HC order,
giant screens
and mobile apps
for devotees

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA,OCTOBER 22

AFTER THE Calcutta High Court
order banned visitors’ entry to
Durga Puja pandals, organisers
made last-minute changes. Giant
screens were installed outside the
pandals for “darshan” (glimpse)
and virtual “pushpanjali” (ritual of
offering flowers to god) will be
arranged for devotees to take part
from home.

Puja organisers also installed
loud speakersin the vicinity of the
pandals to play mantras for the lo-
calresidents.

“We will organise virtual
pushpanjali through Zoom. This
will also help us to connect with
people staying in foreign coun-
tries, including the US and the UK.
Also, we will play the mantras on
loudspeakers, so that people can
offer pushpanjali at home,” said
Subir Das, a member of
Bhawanipore 75 Pally Puja
Committee.

Even before court restrictions
were in place, Kolkata's Santosh
Mitra Square Pujacommittee had
decided to livestream all rituals.
“Keeping the pandemic in mind,
we had decided torestrictvisitors'
entry and made all arrangements
accordingly. We couldn't have
risked anyone's life,” said Sajal
Ghosh, committee secretary.

Organisers of Jodhpur Park
Sarbojanin have cutdown on their
budget and installed the idols in-
side a community hall. All their
events will be livestreamed on gi-
antscreensacrossastretch ofone
kilometre.

FATF REVIEW OF SPOT ON GREY LIST

MEA: Pak has
not completed
actionitems

SHUBHAJIT ROY
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 22

INDIA ON Thursday pushed for
Pakistan to remain on Paris-based
global watchdog Financial Action
Task Force's (FATF) Grey List say-
ingIslamabad had addressed only
21 of the 27 actionitems on terror
financing and money laundering
issued to it by the agency.
Pakistan's spot on the list and
its progress withrespect tothe ac-
tion items is being reviewed at a
plenary session of the FATF, which
beganonOctober21 andis sched-
uled to end on October 23.
Responding to questions, MEA
official spokesperson Anurag
Srivastava said on Thursday, “FATF
has well laid out standards and
procedures... Aftera countryis put
onalist,an action plan is given to
itand the country concerned s ex-
pected to fully complete the ac-
tion plan within the stipulated
time. Those found wanting inim-
plementing their obligations are
held accountable and subjected to
appropriate action.”
“Itisunderstood that Pakistan
has addressed only 21 action
items so far out of the total 27
point FATF Action Plan... Asis well
known, Pakistan continues to pro-
vide safe havens to terrorist enti-
ties and individuals and has also
not yet taken any action against
several terrorist entities and indi-

Spotonlist
means more
@ pressure

EXPLAINED

PAKISTAN HAS been un-
der the FATF's scrutiny
for the last two years.
With half a dozen com-
mitments left unfulfilled
under the agency's action
plan, it would hope to get
out of the list soon. Delhi,
however, would want
Islamabad to stay on the
Grey List — that would
pressure on Pakistan to
take more action against
terror groups.

viduals including those pro-
scribed by the UNSC such as
Masood Azhar, Dawood Ibrahim,
Zakir-ur-Rahman  Lakhvi,”
Srivastava added. The FATF had
placed Pakistan on the grey list in
June 2018 and issued the plan.

In August, seeking to wriggle
out of the grey list, Pakistan im-
posed financial sanctions on 88
banned terror groups and their
leaders, including 26/11 Mumbai
attack mastermind and Jamaat-
ud-Dawa chief Hafiz Saeed, JeM
chief Masood Azhar and under-
world don Dawood Ibrahim.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

Kerala Bishops council:
No change in Church
stand, Pope didn’t justify
same-sex marriage

SHAJUPHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
OCOBER 22

ADAY after Pope Francis was fea-
tured inadocumentary, purport-
edly endorsing same-sex civil
unions, Kerala Catholic Bishops
Council (KCBC) on Thursday said
thereis no change inthe Church's
stand on same-sex. It also said that
“reports that the Pope had justi-
fied the same-sex marriage are
baseless and misleading”.

While being interviewed fora
documentary, which premiered
at the Rome Film Festival on
Wednesday, the Pope had pur-
portedly stated that “homosexual
people have the right to be in a
family. They are children of God.”

Hereportedly said in one of his
sit-down interviews for the film,
“What we have to have is a civil
union law; that way they are
legally covered.”

The Pope’s comments have
evoked mixed response from the
Catholic Church, but the Vatican
has not denied his endorsement
of the same-sex civil unions.

The KCBCisan organisation of
Catholic bishops in Kerala belong-
ing to rites of Syro-Malabar, Latin
and Syro-Malankara Churches.
Syro-Malabar Church head
Cardinal George Alencherry is the
president of KCBC.

The Pope’s comments
have evoked mixed
response, but the
Vatican has not denied
his endorsement of
same-sex civil unions

Bishop Joseph Pamplani,
chairman of KCBC's media com-
mission, said, “Pope Francis has
not adopted any stance that de-
nies the Church teachings on sex-
ual morality.”

KCBC spokesperson Fr Jacob
Palakkappalli said, “The Catholic
Church has not diluted its stand
on family life and homosexuality.
The Churchdoes not make exhor-
tations about marriage and family
life through documentaries. The
Pope had taught in the past also
that those in the LGBT category
are children of God and they de-
serve special care and love. The
Churchis of the stand that same-
sex inclinations should be differ-
entiated from same-sex acts.”

The Catholic Church does not
recognise living together of same-
sex persons as marriage. Some
countries had accepted suchrela-
tions as civil union. The Church
hastakenaserious note about the
pastoral work among people liv-
ing in that manner, KCBC stated.

MEA: Over
3,800 ceasefire
violations by
Pak this year

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 22

PAKISTAN’S TROOPS have re-
sorted to more than 3,800 inci-
dents of unprovoked ceasefire
violations along the Line of
Control (LoC) in Jammu and
Kashmir this year and even sup-
ported smuggling of arms and
narcotic substances, the Ministry
of External Affairs (MEA) said
Thursday.

MEA spokesperson Anurag
Srivastava said Pakistan's forces
have continued to engage in un-
provoked ceasefire violations, of-
ten in civilian areas, to support
infiltration of terrorists across
the LoC.

“Thisis aclear violation of the
2003 ceasefire understanding
between the two sides. This year,
till date, Pakistani forces have
carried out more than 3,800 un-
provoked ceasefire violations,”
Srivastava said at a media
briefing.

Srivastava added that there
have also been attempts to drop
arms and ammunition close to
the LoC under the garb of civil-
ian activity.

“We have also witnessed that
Pakistan's aid and abetment to
cross-border terrorism, smug-
gling of arms and narcotic sub-
stances have spilled over to the
International Boundary includ-
ing, through usage of drones and
quadcopters,” he said.

Srivastava said such viola-
tions are regularly highlighted to
Pakistan through diplomatic
channels and at the regular
DGMO- (Director General of
Military Operations) level talks.

GUJARAT

Court extends
remand of four
accused in BJP
leader ‘murder’

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
VADODARA, OCTOBER 22

A LOCAL court in Jhalod has ex-
tended by four days the police re-
mand of four accused in the al-
leged contract killing of Jhalod
councillor and BJP leader Hiren
Patel,inastaged “hit-and-run”in-
cident on September 27.

Earlier, they were remanded
tosevendaysin police custody on
October 15.

The district police produced
the fouraccused — Irfan Pada, Ajay
Kalal, Sajjansinh Chauhan and
Mohammed Samir Mujawar —
before the local court via videcon-
ference on Thursday, seeking ex-
tension of remand on the grounds
that the accused were “uncoop-
erative” inthe probe and police are
yet to trace the vehicle that was
used to mow down Patel.

The police remand application
also cited that the remand was
needed as two absconding ac-
cused — Imran Gudala and Irfan
Basti — were yet to be appre-
hended.

OnThursday, 15 councillors of
Jhalod Municipality submitted a
memorandum to Dahod SP
Hitesh Joysar, seeking security, cit-
inga“threattotheirlife”. They had
handed the memorandum to
Deputy SP Paresh Solanki on
Wednesday evening.

New cooks on menu: 52-year run ends,
Rlys to exit Parliament canteens, kitchens

AVISHEK G DASTIDAR
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 22

AFTER 52 years of feeding India’s
lawmakers, the Indian Railways
is set to exit the canteens and
kitchens of Parliament complex
by next month to make way for
a new agency to feed
Parliamentarians.

Northern Railway, which
provides the catering arrange-
ment in all food-serving facilities
in Parliament House Estate—the
canteens, annexe, library build-
ing, various pantries — has re-
ceived a communication from
the Lok Sabha Secretariat, asking
it to vacate the premises and
hand over all equipment, such as
computers, printers, furniture
and the like, and recall all its staff

More than 100 Northern Railway staff are posted in
Parliament. Renuka Puri/file

by November 15.

Officials in Parliament and
Railways confirmed the devel-
opment and said that as per the

latest proposal, Indian Tourism
Development Corporation
(ITDC), which runs the Ashoka
Hotel, is set to take over the

New Delhi

catering job. Food served in
Parliament has been highly sub-
sidised to keep the tariff low for
the MPs, House staff, and visitors.

Usually a committee of MPs
oversees the catering arrange-
ments in Parliament. However,
the committee for the current
Lok Sabha has not yet been con-
stituted. Officials said the deci-
sion has been finalised at the
level of the Secretariat adminis-
tration.

More than 100 Northern
Railway staff - cooks, servers,
kitchen staff and others - are
posted in Parliament. During
House sessions, around 75 addi-
tional personnel from Indian
Railway Catering and Tourism
Corporation (IRCTC) are de-
ployed as reinforcement. The
Railways had a sanctioned

strength of 417 catering staff for
deployment in Parliament.
Usually the committee of
MPs, along with the Parliament
administration, decides the rates
and items of food served in
Parliament canteens of various
categories. However, Northern
Railway is paid whatever cost it
incurs from the Ministry of
Finance through Parliament.
Officials said the annual revenue
from Parliament catering is to
the tune of Rs 15 to Rs 18 crore.
Officials maintained that the
move to get an alternative to
Railways for catering for MPs
had been contemplated even
during the UPA tenure, when
Meira Kumar was the Speaker.
“There have often been quality
issues with the railway food,” a
Parliament official said.
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Akbar defamation
case against Priya
Ramani sent back
to same judge

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 22

A DELHI court has sent back the
criminal defamation case filed by
former Minister of State for
External Affairs M ] Akbar against
journalist Priya Ramani to a spe-
cial MP/MLA court that has been
hearing the matter for two years.

Additional Chief Metropolitan
Magistrate Vishal Pahuja had said
onOctober 13: “There has beendi-
rections from the Supreme
Court... This case hastobe placed
before the District and Sessions
Judge for further directions. This
court will deal with cases against
MP/MLAs.”

District and Sessions Judge
Sujata Kohli passed the order on
whether the case could continue
before  Additional  Chief
Metropolitan Magistrate Vishal
Pahuja. On November 2, the next
date of hearing, Akbar’s counsel,
senior advocate Geeta Luthra, will
make her rebuttal to Ramani's fi-
nal arguments.

Hearing in the case began in
October 2018 under ACMM
Samar Vishal, who presided over
the proceedings until October 25,
2019, when examination-in-chief
of defence witnesses were under-
way. He was later transferred, and
ACMM Pahuja began hearing the
matter from November 21, 2019,
when Ramani's cross-examina-

Priya Ramani and M ] Akbar

tion had come toanend.

He heard the final arguments
of both sides.

After twoyears of hearing, the
case was in its last stages when
ACMM Pahuja—of the special
MP/MLA court at Rouse Avenue
District Court—said thathe canno
longer hear the matter. He said
this was not a case against an MP
or MLA — it was a case filed by an
MP — and must be transferred.

This, he said, would be in line
with the direction of the Supreme
Court, and a February 2018 ad-
ministrative order of the High
Court

OnOctober 14, DSJ Kohli, hear-
ing arguments of the two sides,
cautioned that consequences of
the trial continuing without juris-
diction can be “very dangerous”
because the entire proceedings
canbe construed vitiated and the
trial de novo (anew).

Ramani had levelled allega-
tions of sexual misconduct and
harassment against Akbar, who
sued her. He resigned as a Union
minister in October 2018.

Allahabad HC grants
bail to journalist
held over his tweets

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW, OCTOBER 22

JOURNALIST PRASHANT
Kanojia, arrested in August for
“promoting enmity” through his
tweets, was released Thursday
after the Lucknow bench of the
Allahabad High Court granted
him bail.

The bench of Justice Attau
Rahman Masoodi, while grant-
ing bail to Kanojia, said he should
file an undertaking that he won't
seek any adjournment on the
dates fixed for presenting evi-
dence. “The applicant (Kanonjia)
shall remain present before the
trial court on each date fixed, ei-
ther personally or through coun-
sel, and that the applicant shall
remain present in person on the
dates fixed for the opening of the
case, framing of charge and
recording of statement,” the
court's order stated.

OnAugust 17,an FIRwas reg-
istered against Kanojia at
Lucknow's Hazratganj police sta-
tion ona complaint filed by Sub-
Inspector Dinesh Kumar Shukla.

As per the FIR registered by
the police, Kanojia had tweeted
a post on Hindu Army’s Sushil

Nurse dies by
suicide, note
accuses seniors
of harassment

Surat: A 28-year-old nurse serv-
ing in the Covid ward in Navsari
civil hospital allegedly died by
suicide after leaving a five-page
note accusing her seniors of ha-
rassment, police said.

Megha Acharya was found
hanging at her house in Navsari
where she was living with her
parents on Wednesday night.
She was married and has a one-
year-old son.

The deceased’s sister Tanvika
Hingrajiya said: “She was men-
tally harassed by her seniors and
it was becoming unbearable for
her. This forced her to take the
drastic step. We want police to
carry out a free and fair investi-
gation and find out the culprits
responsible for her death.”

Vejalpor police sub-inspec-
tor SF Goswami said: “In her
note, she accused two of her sen-
iors of not giving her an off for
medical check-up. She has
claimed that she was discrimi-
nated and was not even given
scheduled off from duty.” ENS

Prashant
Kanojia

Tiwari that was morphed and
with intention to malign the
fame of Tiwari”.

After Kanojia was granted
bail, his lawyer said there was an-
other FIR registered against him
inMay at Ashiyana police station
in Lucknow for another tweet.
“Though the court has granted
bail in both the cases, the order
for the Ashiyana one has not yet
been uploaded. On August 19...
he was taken on remand for both
the cases,” she said.

The court order issued on
Wednesday mentioned that the
counsel for the accused appli-
cant has said that chargesheet in
the present case has already
been filed and there is no possi-
bility of the applicant tampering
with the evidence or influencing
the investigation in any manner.
Also, that the applicant has as-
sured that he shall not indulge in
the act of posting tweets that
may hurt the sentiments of peo-
ple or any specific group.

LAXMI VILAS SALE CASE

HC stays trial against Shourie, others

HAMZA KHAN
JAIPUR,OCTOBER 22

THE RAJASTHAN High Court has
stayed proceedings by a CBI
court against former Union min-
ister Arun Shourie and others in
a case pertaining to the sale of
Laxmi Vilas Palace Hotel in
Udaipurin 2002.

Hearing the case, Justice Vijay
Bishnoi ordered “that the trial
court shall not proceed against
the petitioners pursuant to the
impugned order till further or-
ders”. The High Court also called
for records of the case from the
trial court and listed the matter
for hearing after three weeks.

Appearing through video

conferencing, Shourie said the
process of disinvestment of
Laxmi Vilas Hotel had been chal-
lenged twice by the same person
before the Division Bench of the
Rajasthan High Court, but was
dismissed both times—in 2002
and 2006.

He said that while dismissing
the petitions, the High Court
made “specific observations that
no material has been placed that
fixation of reserve price of shares
was arbitrary”.

Shourie also argued that the
trial court, without providing
him a hearing, had made certain
observations alleging that he is
of "dual character”.

He said that while a subordi-
nate court must follow the law
laid down by superior courts, the
trial court while passing the im-
pugned order had failed to keep
inmind the specificobservations
made by the High Court.

Appearing for Jyotsna Suri of
Bharat Hotels Limited, which
bought Laxmi Vilas Hotel in
2002, senior advocate P P
Chaudhary said the Cabinet
Committee on Disinvestment
chaired by then prime minister
Atal Bihari Vajpayee had takena
decision to accept the recom-

After I-T dept searches, Surat BJP
leader protests outside his residence

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
SURAT, AHMEDABAD,
OCTOBER22

RETIRED INCOME tax official and
vice-president of Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) Surat unit, PVS
Sarma, on Thursday sat in protest
on the road outside his house in
Piplod area of Surat after the in-
come tax (I-T) department con-
ducted searches on his premises
aswell as premises linked to him
in Surat, Thane and Mumbai.
The searches were held three

Vice-president of BJP Surat
unit PVS Sarma. Express

days after he tweeted about
transactions by a jewellery
brand on the night when de-
monetisation was announced in

TAKING STOCK

2016, allegedly evading tax. I-T
officials said they conducted the
searches after Sarma did not give
satisfactory replies to a summon
issued to him on October 1 over
his "disproportionate assets".

Sarma, 57, who was senior in-
come tax officer for 18 years
since 1990 had taken VRS from
in 2007 to join the BJP is also in
charge of the party's information
technology (IT) cell.

Sarma who sat in protest for
afew hours on Thursday told The
Indian Express: “ldug outa scam
and now Iam being victimised...”

Maharashtra minister Eknath Shinde (left) assesses crop damage caused by rain in Thane

district on Thursday. Deepak Joshi

mendations of Disinvestment
Committee, following which the
disinvestment of Laxmi Vilas
Hotel was carried out.
Chaudhary termed the CBI
court’s order as illegal and said
Bharat Hotels Limited offered a
bid of Rs 7.52 crore for Laxmi Vilas
Hotel, which was 25 per cent
above the reserve price, following
which its bid was accepted.
Additional Solicitor General
of India S V Raju too “strenuously
submitted” that the order passed
by the trial court “is not liable to
be sustained in the eye of law”.
He said the CBI has filed closure
reports twice in the matter with
detailed reasons for why no of-
fence is made out against any of
the persons named in the FIR.

Yet, the trial “court, without con-
sidering the said reasons in right
perspective, hasillegally passed
the impugned order.”

In an order on September 15,
Special CBI Court Judge Pooran
Kumar Sharma had rejected the
CBI's application to file a closure
reportin the investigation into the
sale of Laxmi Vilas Palace Hotel.
Rejecting the CBI's plea thatithad
not found any evidence to launch
prosecution, Judge Sharma said
that prima facie it had been
proved that the accused had
abused their posts to cause a loss
Rs 244 crore to the government
of India in the sale of the hotel.
The CBI court had also directed
the district administration to take
possession of the property.

Days after Dalits took up
Buddhism, they face FIR
for conversion ‘rumours’

AMILBHATNAGAR &
SOMYALAKHANI
GHAZIABAD, OCTOBER 22

DAYS AFTER over 230 residents of
a Ghaziabad village, who are
Valmikis, said that they converted
to Buddhism, UP Police on
Thursday filed an FIR against “un-
known persons” for allegedly
“spreading false rumours about
religious conversion”.

Members of the Valmiki com-
munity in Karera village said that
they converted to Buddhism in
the presence of Rajratan
Ambedkar, great-grandnephew
of Dr B R Ambedkar, on October
14.On Thursday, an FIR was filed
at Sahibabad police station after
a complaint was received from a
22-year-old “social worker”,
Montu Chandel. The FIR hasbeen
filed under IPC Sections 153-A
(promoting enmity between dif-
ferent groups on grounds of reli-
gion, race, etc) and 505 (Whoever
makes, publishes or circulates any
statement, rumour or report).

The FIR states, “Some un-
known persons and organisa-
tions spread false rumours about
religious conversion of 230 peo-
ple. The certificates issued in its
connection bear noname and ad-
dress and there is no date of is-
suance, noris there aregistration
number. Anyone's name can be
written on it. There has been an

Mumbai Police to transfer salary accounts

of all personnel from

SAGARRAJPUT
MUMBAI, OCTOBER 22

THE MUMBAI Police have in-
formed its personnel and staff that
their salary accounts are being
transferred from Axis Bank to
HDFC Bank. With 50,000 salary
accounts, Mumbai Police was a
high-value customer of Axis Bank
since 2003. The annual police
salarybillin the state runsup toRs
3,000 crore.

In 2015, the Opposition took

TRACKING INDIA’S COVID CURVE

78 CASES:
230 77,06,946
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PANDEMIC
BEGAN
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DEATHS: 1,16,616
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Deaths as a ratio of
positive cases (in %);
indicator of progress

in averting deaths

CASEFATALITY RATIO POSITIVITY RATE DAILY IN, DAILY OUT
7 DAYS EARLIER: 7 DAYS EARLIER: DETECTED TODAY
1.52 8.01 55,839
NOW: NOW: RECOVERED TODAY:

7.81

Positives against
number tested
(in %); indicator of
the spread of disease

Data as on October 21, released by Union Ministry of Health, ICMR and states. Often daily numbers
include data from previous days. As such, trends based on daily numbers are indicative, not definitive

79,415

Becoming sick vs
recovering; more
recoveries for 14 days
may signal the peak

The annual police salary bill
in the state runs up toRs
3,000 crore. File

on the then chief minister
Devendra Fadnavis for renewing
a five-year contract with Axis
Bank as his wife Amruta held a
senior position in the bank. When
contacted, Joint Commissioner of
Police (admin)Rajkumar Vhatkar
said, “The decision was made
purely on merit.”

According to police sources,
personnel were informed about
the shift to HDFC and asked to co-
operate with bank employees
who would visit them individu-
ally to effect the transfer.

Axis to HDFC Bank

“We have been asked to sub-
mitour document to bank officials
inorder toopenanaccount; how-
ever,we have notbeen told when
they will start depositing our
salaries into our new bank ac-
counts,” a police official said.

Sources in the department
said the contract of handling
salary accounts of Mumbai Police
as well as home department staff
working for the police force was
with Axis Bank in 2003. In 2015,
the agreement was renewed and
extended toJuly 31,2020.

TAVI, Merck, Serum Institute to
jointly develop Covid antibodies

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
PUNE,OCTOBER 22

THE INTERNATIONAL AIDS
Vaccine Initiative (IAVI), a non-
profit scientific research organi-
sation dedicated to addressing
urgent global health challenges,
and Serum Institute of India on
Thursday announced an agree-
ment with Merck, a a science
and technology company, to de-
velop SARS-CoV-2 neutralising
monoclonal antibodies (mAbs),
co-invented by IAVI and Scripps
Research, asinnovative interven-
tions to address the Covid-19
pandemic.

The agreement builds on the
advanced antibody discovery
and optimisation expertise of
IAVI and Scripps Research,
gained from years of experience
inHIV, neutralising antibody re-
search and development, and on
Merck’s and Serum Institute’s
significant capabilities in design
and scale-up of accelerated
manufacturing processes for
mADb production. The global de-

velopment plan is being led by
the three organisations in part-
nership.

If the potent and broadly
cross-reactive SARS-CoV-2 neu-
tralising antibody candidates be-
ing advanced through this part-
nership are shown to be
efficaciousin clinical trials, either
as a single antibody or a poten-
tial combination of both candi-
dates, Merck will lead commer-
cialisation of the effort in
developed countries.

The Serum Institute has a
track record of more than 50
years in developing affordable
medicines and is the world’s
largest producer of vaccines.
Serum Institute will lead global
manufacturing as well as com-
mercialisation in low and mid-
dle-low-income countries, in-
cluding India.

“We are acutely aware of the
tremendous potential for mon-
oclonal antibodies to be used in
Covid-19 response. By combin-
ing the scientific achievements
of IAVI and Scripps Research
with our partners’ development,

manufacturing, and distribution
expertise, we are hopeful that
this partnership will result in
globally accessible antibodies
that are available to all who can
benefit from them,” said Mark
Feinberg, president and CEO of
[AV], in a statement released on
Thursday.

Belén Garijo, vice-chair of the
executive board and Deputy
CEO, Merck, as well as CEO
Healthcare, said, “Together with
[AVI and Serum Institute, we
look forward to demonstrating
the potential application of these
monoclonal antibodies in the
management of Covid-19.”

“lam extremely pleased that
we have joined forces with IAVI
and Merck in the fight against
Covid-19 with the aim of devel-
oping monoclonal antibodies for
global access... I am confident
that we and our partners are on
a productive path that will lead
to a much-needed, globally
available tool for Covid-19 treat-
ment and possibly prevention,”
said Adar Poonawalla, CEO of
Serum Institute.

New Delhi

attempt to flare caste-based ten-
sions as per a criminal conspir-
acy...”

Rajratan Ambedkar said cer-
tificates were issued to 236 peo-
ple by The Buddhist Society of
India, founded in 1955 by Dr
Ambedkar. The certificates bear
the signature of Rajratan, who is
the organisation's trustee-man-
ager, and Bhadant Arya
Nagarjuna Surai Sasai, chairman
of Dr Babasaheb Ambedkar
Memorial Committee.

He said, “How canthey say re-
ligious conversion in Karera on
October 14 is a rumour? I was
present there. There is a Facebook
Live video of the event; there are
photographs of the event. What
is the basis of this FIR?”

Sahibabad circle officer
Keshav Kumar said, “We are in-
vestigating the allegations. The
certificates only bear the date of
conversion. The allegation that
the documents are not authen-
tic will be investigated. No ar-
rests have been made in the
matter so far.”

Pawan, a resident of Karera
village, who used to work as a
housekeeping supervisor at an
apartment complex until March,
had coordinated the October 14
event. Denying allegations made
by Chandel, he said that religious
conversion did take place on
October 14, FULLREPORTON

www.indianexpress.com

ELGAAR PARISHAD CASE

Spl court
rejects Stan
Swamy’s
bail plea

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI,OCTOBER 22

A SPECIAL court Thursday re-
jected the interim bail plea of 83-
year-old Jesuit priest and tribal
rights activist Stan Swamy, ar-
rested this month in the Elgaar
Parishad case. Swamy had filed
the interim bail application on
medical grounds, citing his age
and health condition.

Swamy was arrested on
October 8 by the National
Investigation Agency (NIA) from
Ranchi, Jharkhand, and brought
to Mumbai
the next day.
The agency
did not seek
his custody
and filed a
supplemen-
tary
chargesheet
against him
and seven
others. Swamy has been in jail
since.

Lawyer Sharif Shaikh, repre-
senting Swamy, submitted to the
special court that Swamy is suf-
fering from Parkinson’s disease
and was not able to even sign the
vakaltnamadue toitat the time of
his production before the court by
the NIA.

Opposing his bail plea, the NIA
had submitted that he was "try-
ing to take an undue benefit" of
the ongoing pandemic.

The chargesheet against
Swamy claims that he was a
member of the CPI (Maoist) and
received funds for its activities.
Ithad also referred to his work as
part of the Persecuted Prisoners
Solidarity Committee. Swamy, in
his statement, had said that his
work challenging indiscriminate
arrests of thousands of young
Adivasis labelled as "Naxals" was
the reason he was being impli-
cated.

The NIA has also submitted
that while the committee's
guidelines recommend consid-
ering the grant of interim bail to
undertrials above 60 years of
age, it cannot be granted me-
chanically.

The court rejected the plea,
the detailed order of which is yet
to be made available.

Stan Swamy

In UP, sub-inspector is
suspended over beard

AMIT SHARMA
MEERUT,OCTOBER 22

A SUB-INSPECTOR (S-I) posted
atapolice station in Baghpat has
been suspended for “keeping a
beard without permission from
the authorities concerned,” a
senior officer said. Aninquiry has
also been initiated against
Intesar Ali for allegedly “not pay-
ing heed to notices served thrice
for flouting the state police uni-
form norms,” the officer added.

Ali has been serving in
Baghpat for the past three years
and was at present posted at
Ramala police station. “My re-
quests for keeping a beard are
pending in the offices of the SP
and the IG (Meerut zone) for the

BALLIAFIRING

past one year but no decision has
been taken yet. I am hopeful of
getting a positive response in this
regard soon,” Ali told The Indian
Express on Thursday.

Baghpat SP Abhishek Singh
said, “Ali was served a show-
cause notice for flouting the
state police uniform norms ear-
lier too, but he did not deem it
fit to follow the rules. His ac-
tions (of flouting norms) come
within the purview of indisci-
pline, which cannot be tolerated
inthe forces. I have also ordered
an inquiry in this connection,”
said Singh.

As per the Act and Rules of
the Uttar Pradesh Police manual,
barring Sikhs, no one is allowed
to keep a beard without permis-
sion from senior officers.

Karni Sena members ‘backing’
accused stopped in Azamgarh

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW, OCTOBER 22

MORETHAN 30 members of the
Karni Sena were stopped and
taken into custody by the police
in Azamgarh while on their way
to Ballia to participate in a pro-
gramme organised in support of
Dhirendra Pratap Singh, main
accused in the Ballia firing case,
on Wednesday.

According to the police, the
group, led by Karni Sena’s state
unit president Sandeep Singh,
had planned to gather outside the
Ballia District Magistrate's (DM)
office in support of Dhirendra
Pratap and also local BJP MLA
Surendra Singh, who had backed
the main accused, claiming that
thelatter had “opened firein self-
defence” as it was a “kill or get

killed” situation then.

Surendra Singh was earlier
summoned by the BJP state lead-
ership that disapproved of his re-
marks defending the main ac-
cused in the case. While the party
has sought an explanation from
the MLA, sources say BJP national
president JP Nadda has also
warned the party’s UP chief over
the conduct of Surendra Singh.
The Karni Sena has now warned
that if the BJP takes any action
against MLA Surendra Singh,
they would boycott the BJP.

“The step was taken with the
law and order situation in mind
and preventive arrests were
made. They had come from differ-
ent districts. We arrested 33 per-
sons under Section 151 of CrPC.
They were later released by a
magistrate after filingabond,” said
Azamgarh SP (Rural) Siddhartha.
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HOPE IS NEVER SILENT.
— HARVEY MILK
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BECAUSE THE TRUTH

INVOLVES US ALL

THE WRONG DOSE

By making vaccine a manifesto promise, BJP in Bihar gives
aself-serving response to a grave public health emergency

LECTION MANIFESTOES ARE not usually known for prudence or their meas-

ured use of language. Yet, even in times when political parties play to sen-

timents and raise false expectations without compunction in the run-up to

polls, the BJP’s manifesto promise for the Bihar assembly elections is re-

markable. Its promise of free vaccine against COVID-19 to every “Biharwasi”
is not just another instance of poll populism — it's an attempt to manipulate the anxi-
eties caused by the most lethal pandemic to have ravaged the world in more than a cen-
tury. Union minister of finance, and senior party leader, Nirmala Sitharaman’s announce-
ment — “the people of Bihar will get vaccination for free once the production in India is
on a large scale. This is our first poll promise as mentioned in the manifesto” — reeks of
desperation, and shows the BJP to be cavalier to the demands of science or requirements
of administrative protocols, and to the need to respond to the stress suffered by society
in the past 10 months in large and compassionate ways.

So far, the Centre and states have done a good job in pulling together for COVID manage-
ment and have largely insulated the process from politics, while sharing best practices. In the
past month, Prime Minister Narendra Modi, his cabinet colleagues and the government’s med-
ical research agencies have indicated that a policy to deliver the vaccine is in the works.
Negotiations are on with vaccine manufacturers; price discovery is weeks, if not months,away,
given that no candidate has cleared the final hurdle yet. Given India’s population, the govern-
ment needs to secure a reasonable price for maximum public safety; it is expected to be free
forvulnerable sections, subsidised for others and the private sectoris also being roped in. Union
Health Minister Harsh Vardhan has, rightly, cautioned that the first lot may not be available to
everyone and hinted at the rudiments of a prioritising strategy focusing on health workers
and people with co-morbidities. Conversations over other critical issues like the cost of a cold-
chaininfrastructure to transport, store and distribute the vaccine are atanincipient stage — early
reports indicate that COVID-19 vaccines will need to be stored at temperatures lower than
those of MMR and other traditional vaccines such as the BCG. How will resources be mo-
bilised? Will it involve the private sector, and in what capacity? Such questions are inextrica-
ble from those of equity and transparency in vaccine distribution and require discussion. To
throw the complex matter into the hustle and bustle of electioneering, making the vaccine a
poll sop, is arude rupture in a conversation that has only just begun.

BJP leaders’ argument that this is the equivalent of a “loan-waiver” announcement is
specious, at best. Unlike a targeted poll sop, a COVID vaccine affects the entire popula-
tion, not just a section; it is critical to the health of individuals and the community. Singling
out one state as a beneficiary just because it is going to vote is bad science, bad politics —
and plain wrong.

PUSHING THE BOUNDARY

Pope’s remarks on same-sex civil unions illustrate how work
of tolerance can sometimes proceed without confrontation

OPE FRANCIS HAS become the first pontiff to endorse same-sex civil unions.
Evenif enormously significant, this may not be aradical break — the Roman
Catholic church’s positions on homosexuality as “deviant” behaviour and
marriage as a sacramental union possible only between “a man and a
woman” remain unchanged. But for millions of homosexual Catholics, who
the pope acknowledged “have a right to be in a family”, his remarks in a new documen-
tary film open up a breathing space. For the church, it is a nudge to bend the arc of its
practice to a more expansive and accommodating view of gay life.
Pope Francis’s tenure as pontiff has been near-revolutionary, and equally polarising.
He has sought to claim divine grace for everyone, including atheists; he has offered private
succour to a trans-couple and called for mercy for women who chose to have abortions;
he has pitched the church into the debate over climate change, and called pollution a sin.
As Archbishop of Buenos Aires, too, he had advocated a legal shield for same-sex couples,
even while being opposed to homosexual marriage. Sometimes, it is laws that push soci-
eties towards disruptive change; sometimes, institutions have to catch up and acknowl-
edge shifts that have already taken place. While homosexuality, with its defiant critique
of the heterosexual “norm”, unsettles all shades of conservative attitudes, the idea of the
individual’s inviolable right to determine their desires is no longer possible to vilify in the
modern world. The pope’s remarks are a pragmatic acceptance of that. They also illustrate
how the work of tolerance can sometimes proceed without abrasive confrontation — sim-
ply acknowledging people, with all their differences, as “children of god” can open doors.
Despite a low-guilt pre-colonial history of sexual desire, India has only just about
taken the first steps in this battle for acceptance. A decades-long movement culmi-
nated two years ago in a landmark Supreme Court decision that decriminalised ho-
mosexuality. There are petitions in the Delhi High Court that seek to expand the Special
Marriage Act to include marriages of same-sex couples. If the courts have been hard to
win over, the struggle for acceptance in religious institutions and families is going to be
stiffer. For India, with a sizeable Christian population, the pope’s words will send out
amuch-needed message and blunt the edge of prejudice for many more. For that alone,
it isimmensely welcome.

FASTER IN IPL

Pace has been all the rage this season, changing games,
mocking patterns and predictions

DELIVERY THAT South Africa pacer Anrich Nortje bowled clocked
156.22 kmph, the fastest across 13 editions of the Indian Premier League.
At that speed, a batsman has around 0.4 seconds to react, the time it
takes to blink. In the same spell, against Rajasthan Royals, he touched
155.21 kmph and 154.74 kmph, the second and third fastest in IPL his-
tory. The strapping South African is not alone in the pace race. His compatriot, Kagiso
Rabada, and England bowler Jofra Archer have been bowling in excess of 150 kmph. Jasprit
Bumrah and Lockie Ferguson, too, have revved up their pace and hostility quotients.

The numbers, though, are inadequate to capture the essence of fast bowling. Few
thrills in cricket can compare to the sight of a tearaway fast bowler running in to bowl. But
T20 had hitherto never truly appreciated genuine pace. Bowlers who were masters of
taking the pace off the ball were considered superheroes. For pace, even extreme pace,
needs some guile to be effective. There is only a fine margin for error. The IPL batch of
2020 have married pace with discipline and smarts.

Pace can induce terror, collapse, indecision, even fear for life. Even batsmen like Virat
Kohli and Steve Smith, who usually seem to have so much time to work in, are suddenly
so short of time that they are induced into making last-minute defensive adjustments or
mistakes. It can change games in an instant — last Sunday, Kolkata Knight Riders’ Ferguson
demolished Sunrisers in a single spell of sustained hostility. Fast bowlers were expected
to struggle, considering the heat and slow nature of the surface. But that's what pure pace
cando. It makes a mockery of predictions and patterns.
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Politics of economics

protest to counter new political economy of reform

Opposition must think harder about political economy of

PrATAP BHANU MEHTA

WHAT DOES INDIA'’S political economy look
like in the aftermath of a series of high-profile
economic reforms that the Narendra Modi
government has undertaken? The economic
effects of these reforms will play out over the
long run. This piece is not an economic as-
sessment of these policies. Itisa reflection on
the political economy of the Modi model,
which is now acquiring systematic contours.

First, broadly speaking, macro-eco-
nomic stability matters. But, politically, the
government remains convinced that infla-
tion carries serious political risks. This is go-
ing to remain a cornerstone of macro polit-
ical economy.

Second, the relative bargaining power of
capital in relation to labour will continue to
radically favour capital. This has been the
trend for the last two decades. In emerging
economies, there will be a race to the bottom
as far as sensible protections for labour go.
Indonesia has, like India, gutted labour pro-
tections. The previous regime of labour laws
was deeply broken and it served neither the
cause of capital efficiency nor labour protec-
tion. So, itis politically pointless to defend the
status quo. Politically, it was easy to portray
the small section of the economy that has
protected labour as an aristocracy impeding
the progress of other excluded labour rather
than as a bulwark against capital. But the mi-
grantlabour crisis throws up another puzzle.
The degree of hardship inflicted on migrant
labour is still not showing up in any serious
political backlash. One explanationis the pol-
itics of faith — like demonetisation, this pun-
ishment has not deeply broken faith in Modi.
But there may be something deeper: That mi-
grant labour has been always so radically dis-
enfranchised in political terms that they have
little faith that any alternative dispensation
would have done better for them. So no polit-
ical strike against Modi.

Third, in agriculture, the problem is sim-
ilar to labour — any position that simply in-
volves defending the status quo loses polit-
ical support. Whether or not these bills will
result in greater prosperity for farmersisan
open question. It depends on the follow-up.
The political consequences of the agricul-
ture bills are far-reaching in a state like
Punjab where MSP is very significant. But
the political effects will be largely concen-
trated in a few states like Punjab and

State and capital relations
will remain very politically
cosy. In significant sections
of Indian capital, thereis a
deep commitment to the
Hindutva project. The
government understands
that control of the
information order requires
control of capital; so it will
superintend it. Corruption
will be more structural
rather than transactional.
This has the advantage of
being able to mobilise all
the necessary funds, and
yet at the same time giving
the impression that
transactional corruption
has come down

Haryana. In fact, for those not in agriculture,
the bills strengthen the government’s re-
formist credentials. Ideologically, it is not
easy for the Congress to mount an opposi-
tion to the bills, because their policies were
headed in the same direction, even if they
might have been more nuanced. Also, noth-
ingin the bills precludes the state from con-
tinuing with MSP. So, the whole argument
will turn on convincing affected farmers of
the government’s intentions. The events in
Punjab could yet spiral into a crisis if not
handled well. But there is little evidence of
anational opposition to the bills.

Fourth, state-capital relations. State and
capital relations will remain very politically
cosy. In significant sections of Indian capital,
there is a deep commitment to the Hindutva
project. The government understands that
control of the information order requires con-
trol of capital; so it will superintend it.
Corruption will be more structural rather
than transactional. This has the advantage of
being able to mobilise all the necessary funds,
and yet at the same time giving the impres-
sion that transactional corruption has come
down. There are three areas of discretion that
will continue to be the subject of state-capi-
tal negotiations. First, there is no evidence to
suggest that the channelling of credit will not,
atthe margins, continue to be directed to the
favourite players. The Insolvency and
Bankruptcy Code was a good legislation. But,
as Urjit Patel argued in Overdraft, the govern-
ment undermined its own legislation, largely
it seems so that it could still exercise discre-
tion. So the political economy suggests that
we are not going to see major financial sec-
tor reforms soon. With Atmanirbhar Bharat,
there is more scope for negotiation on tariffs
indifferent sectors. It will be interesting to see
if these negotiations are governed by an eco-
nomic or a political economy logic.

Finally, this government is comfortable
with greater concentration of capital. The ar-
gument that there is a need to create national
champions who can leverage scale will be
used to justify the dominance of the Ambanis
over the Indian economy to a point thatis un-
healthy. But can this nexus be converted into
apolitical narrative of corruption? This is go-
ing to be difficult. In the previous anti-cor-
ruption movement, the media was complicit
in the campaign and it acquired plausibility

because of existing high-profile transactional
corruption. Structural corruption will be
harder to convert into a political narrative.

Fifth, there is a deepening of the new wel-
fare state. Interestingly, the Modi govern-
ment’s focus here is on six of the new indica-
tors that the Oxford Multi-Dimensional
Poverty Index uses to supplement traditional
indicators of health and education. Cooking
fuel, water, sanitation, electricity, housing and
assets. These schemes have several political
advantages. These are vital initiatives. They
target women, and are visible. The real ques-
tionis whether outcomes are translating into
results. For instance, the Ujjwala Yojana was
quite successful in reaching its target of the
number of new connections. But, according
to government data, per capita cylinder use
under the scheme in 2019 was 3.28 refills,
suggesting that the gap between the number
of connections and the usage you would ex-
pect based on those connections was very
wide. But these are the six schemes to mon-
itor closely. We need more objective scrutiny
of these schemes of the kind MGNREGA was
subject to under UPA. But a lot will depend
upon whether the government narrative on
these schemes can be countered with some
real evidence that these schemes are not de-
livering. From a political point of view, the
challenge will be that while some of the gov-
ernment’s claims may turn out to be inflated,
will the shortfall be sufficient to demonstrate
government failure?

Finally, there is the political economy of
federalism that has come under immense
strain because of GST and the government’s
encroaching on the state’s rights in recent leg-
islation. But the blunt truth is that, in the final
analysis, the potency of this fault line depends
onthe states. If the BJP wins Bihar and Bengal,
the potential of significant revolt on federal-
ismissues will diminish.

Despite economic headwinds, it has not
been easy to use the economy as a point with
which to attack the Modi government. It has
still positioned itself as a breaker of the sta-
tus quo. The opposition will have to think
more intelligently about the political econ-
omy of protest to counter the new political
economy of reform.

The writer is contributing editor,
The Indian Express

NOT MERE PLOT NUMBERS

By relocating National Museum and IGNCA, we are letting go of our history, heritage

ARPANA CAUR

IN A RECENT newspaper article, I read how
architectural plans for the “other buildings”
under the Central Vista Redevelopment proj-
ect — after the Parliament — are being read-
ied, which includes the Indira Gandhi
National Centre for the Arts (IGNCA) and
National Museum.

Since March, I have been reaching out to
the government to express concerns of the
artist community on the relocation of the two
cultural centres that have played such a cru-
cialrole in the promotion of artin independ-
entIndia. Their central location attracts hun-
dreds of art lovers, who can just saunter in
afterawalkin the India Gate lawns. I call them
the mai-baap of Indian artists and moving
them would snatch these away from us.

My own relationship with these two in-
stitutions goes back several years, when |
was around eight and used to stay on
Curzon Road. Iwould look forward to week-
end outings when my mother (Ajeet Cour)
would take me boating at India Gate, fol-
lowed by a children’s film at Sapru House
or a visit to the National Museum to view
artefacts thatintroduced us to the rich her-
itage of India. This was the 1960s, when
Delhi was still uncongested and innocent.
As a child, I was fascinated by the sheer
magnificence of the National Museum, its
round building with pillars, circular corri-
dors and sculptures. You entered like you

The idea of using the space
for office buildings is
preposterous. There are
more than 600 trees at the
IGNCA — including Delhi’s
oldest Molshree tree — and
we don’t know how many of
them will be razed. The
architect in-charge of the
project has stated that many
of these trees have outlived
their lives — that’s the first
time I am hearing of
something like that. We
know of trees that have
lived for hundreds of years
— look at the Bodhi tree

in Anuradhapura

and Bodhgaya

were entering a temple of art. The charm of
its magical courtyard, with life-size sculp-
tures and high-ceiling galleries, has not
worn off with time. I have seen visitors of-
fering flowers to the lying Vishnu in the cor-
ridor, others marvelling at the life-sized Kali
and Kuber sculptures near the entrance.

I have been there thousands of times, but
[stillenter with a sense of wonder. I will never
forget the busloads of school students I inter-
acted with when Iwas exhibiting my Nanaks
in digital form early this year. Its collection
has also inspired much of my own work —
from the Chola bronzes to the starving
Buddha sculpture from Taxila. I have turned
to the miniatures in its famed galleries so of-
ten, as have so many other artists. For me, it is
the Kohinoor of museums in India.

It is the same with IGNCA, which was
Kapila Vatsyayan'’s vision, who recently
passed away. She had conceived of Mati Ghar
with so much affection, and Iam sure it would
have hurt her to see what is being planned
now.I have participated in several exhibitions
of women artists here, including one dedi-
cated to Nirbhaya in 2014. The majestic venue
has hosted so many literary festivals — mem-
orable exhibitions like “Kaal” (1991) and
Satish Gujral’s retrospective (2017).

The idea of using the space for office build-
ings is preposterous. There are more than 600
trees at the IGNCA — including Delhi’s oldest

Molshree tree — and we don’t know how
many of them will be razed. The architectin-
charge of the project has stated that many of
these trees have outlived their lives — that’s
the first time I am hearing of something like
that. We know of trees that have lived for
hundreds of years — look at the Bodhi tree in
Anuradhapura (Sri Lanka) and Bodhgaya.

Under the new plan, the IGNCA will be
shifted to another location, while the National
Museum will move to North and South Block,
which is a high-security area and so intimi-
dating. Our attempt should be to bring art
closer to people, not take it further away from
them. The footfalls are bound to be negatively
affected. As artists, we are also concerned that
most of the collection is not documented and,
therefore, there is no guarantee that every-
thing will be shifted safely.

InMarch, just after the lockdown, the land
use laws were changed from public and recre-
ational to “office”. It's important to acknowl-
edge thisis also a cultural land with two ma-
jor art institutions. During one of the
meetings of architects I attended in March, I
was rather appalled that these buildings were
mentioned as mere plot numbers. These
mean much more to us. They belong to the
artists and by letting them go, we are letting
go of our art history and heritage.

Caur is a leading contemporary artist
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ENCOUNTERS IN AP

AFTER A FAIRLY long spell, news of bloody
“encounters” between the police and ex-
tremists have started emanating from
Telangana districts of Andhra Pradesh. The
police headquarters in Nalgonda con-
firmed two encounters in the district, re-
sulting in the death of five Naxalites, in the
last fortnight. The two encounters occurred
within an interval of a week — the first at
Matchineella Bavi 10 km from Nalgonda on
October 5 and the second at Suryapet on
October 13. Three persons died in the first
encounter and two students in the second.
An attempt was made by Express News
Service to find out the facts behind these

instant “face-to-face clashes” and discover
the reasons behind the re-emergence of
the encounter phenomena. But the effort
met the same end, figuratively speaking, as
the Bhargava Commission that inconclu-
sively wound up its enquiry into police ex-
cesses in the state two years ago.

HOSTAGE RELEASE

AMEMBER OF the parliamentary commis-
sion in Tehran, which is proposing the con-
ditions for the release of the American
hostages, said it would probably announce
its terms on Sunday and if the US met them,
the captives could be freed on Monday. The
prediction, which was greeted with cau-

New Delhi

tion by diplomats here, came from
Hojatoleslam Moussavi Kho'ini, one o f
seven members of the special commission
set up by the Majlis (parliament) three
weeks ago. “Probably in the Majlis session
on Sunday,” Hojatoleslam told Reuters.

IrRAQ CONSOLIDATES
IRAQI INVADERS BATTLING against snipers
and dug-in machine-gunners consolidated
their grip on the war-ravaged Iranian cities
of Abadan and Khorramshahr. Iran
admitted for the first time that Iraqi
units had seized locations within
Khorramshahr, capturing the city’s prison
and a city bridge.
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“US efforts to cut Iran off from the rest of the world in the midst of the pandemic
are cruel. So is Iran’s refusal to release political prisoners.” —NEW YORKTIMES

Go well, hero of heroes

Priscilla Jana famously represented Nelson and Winnie Mandela, the Sisulus, Mbekis and other
prominent political families. But many of the people she acted for were struggling and destitute

ELINOR S1SULU

“TELLMY PEOPLE that Ilove them. They must
continue the fight. My blood will nourish the
tree that bears the fruits of freedom.” These
were the last words of South African freedom
fighter Solomon Mahlangu, recorded by his
lawyer Priscilla Jana, before he was hanged on
April 6,1979.

Mahlangu’s words, which became arally-
ing cryin South Africa’s freedom struggle, are
the opening words of Jana’s biography,
Fighting for Mandela (2016). In the introduc-
tion of the book, she describes her utter de-
spair that despite worldwide protests and pe-
titions from the United Nations and
international leaders, the apartheid regime
went on to execute the young man. Priscilla
spent the night before the execution, praying
and weeping with Mahlangu’s family.

When we received news of Priscilla’s
death on October 10, 1thought of Mahlangu’s
words and how they could be adapted to de-
scribe Priscilla’s life.

Priscilla was alarger-than-life characterin
South Africa’s anti-apartheid struggle. Best
known as ahumanrights lawyer, she was also
an underground operative for the African
National Congress (ANC),a member of South
Africa’s first democratic parliament, South
African ambassador to the Netherlands and
Ireland, Deputy Chairperson of the South
African Human Rights Commission and anac-
tivist for children’s rights.

[ loved Priscilla as a family friend and ad-
mired her as a courageous human rights ac-
tivist. She transcended ethnic, religious and
political boundaries and carved a unique
place in South Africa’s pantheon of anti-
apartheid heroes.

Priscilla was born Devikarani Priscilla
Sewpal in the Westville suburb of Durban on
December 5, 1943. After she completed high
school in Durban, Priscilla’s father, Hansraj
Sewpal, wanted her to study medicine in
Scotland, but Priscilla’s independent, some
would say stubborn, temperament was al-
ready evident. She demanded to go to India.
Her father was in regular correspondence
with Indira Gandhi after meeting her on a
passing visit to Durban in 1942. He sent a
telegram to her asking for help. In Priscilla’s
words: “My education was thus arranged per-
sonally by India’s future prime minister.”

In 1963, Priscilla travelled to India to study
at Sophia College for Women in Breach Candy,
Mumbai. She confesses to feeling like an alien:
“I' hadn’t come to my roots after all. | wasn't
going to fit in and be accepted here any more
thanThad been in South Africa. Iwas neither
from the West nor the East.” Despite feelings
of displacement, she made good friends in
Indiaand led an active social life. She met and
fell inlove with a fellow South African student,
Reg]Jana,and married him soon after their re-
turn home in 1965. The newly married cou-
ple made their home in Johannesburg suburb,
Lenasia, designated for Indians.

The 1970s saw the rise of the Black
Consciousness Movement and Priscilla was
one of the many young South Africans drawn
into its orbit. She attended a meeting ad-

dressed by the charismatic Steve Biko, arising
political star who preached unity among black
people. “I listened to his definitions and was
amazed. All of us there in that hall were op-
pressed and suffering. There was no need to
fumble with our identities. Indians like me
could totally be a part of this.”

Priscilla was always conscious of the in-
justice of apartheid, but it hit her in a deeply
personal way when the beloved home that
had beenin their family for three generations
was bulldozed after Westcliff was declared a
White area under the notorious Group Areas
Act. They later realised that a precious fam-
ily heirloom — a photograph of her great-
grandfather with Mahatma Gandhi — was
lost somewhere in the rubble of the de-
stroyed home.

Priscilla saw her mother’s spirit destroyed
by the loss of their home and it strengthened
herresolve to study law rather than medicine.
“As a lawyer I would not just be representing
people treated badly: Iwould feel it all along-
side them.”

“Thisis my lawyer Priscilla Jana. Sheis also
my daughter.” This is how my mother-in-law
Albertina Sisulu introduced me to Priscilla
during my visit to my future in-laws in March
1986. From the time Walter Sisulu was incar-
cerated on RobbenIsland inJuly 1963 until the
release of Jongumzi Sisulu in March 1990,
there was always at least one member of the
Sisulu family in prison or detention through-
out the tumultuous 1980s. Priscilla repre-
sented them all.

[ took issue with the title of Priscilla’s bi-
ography because although she famously rep-
resented Nelson and Winnie Mandela, the
Sisulus, Mbekis and other prominent politi-
cal families, many of the people she acted for
were struggling and destitute. Priscilla fought
ferociously for the rights of her clients. She had
no qualms about confronting the security po-
lice and she paid a heavy price for it. In 1979,
she was served with a Banning Order, a perni-
cious restriction that prevented the banned
person from attending large gatherings and
forced them to report periodically to a desig-
nated police station. That did not stop her from
continuing her work as political repressionin-
creased in the 1980s.

Priscilla was always
conscious of the injustice of
apartheid, but it hit herin a
deeply personal way when
the beloved home that had
been in their family for three
generations was bulldozed
after Westcliff was declared a
‘White area under the
notorious Group Areas Act.
They later realised that a
precious family heirloom —
a photograph of her
great-grandfather with
Mahatma Gandhi — was
lost somewhere in the rubble
of the destroyed home

CR Sasikumar

One day, Priscilla arrived at her office to
find a five-month-old baby. Priscilla was rep-
resenting the baby’s father, Popo Molefe, one
of the accused in one of the major treason tri-
als of 1980. Destitute and on the run from the
security police, the mother, Phinda Hashe, had
left the baby with Priscilla in desperation. By
the time Molefe was released from jail after
four years, he and Phinda were no longer to-
gether. Recognising that little Tina (named af-
ter Albertina Sisulu) was so attached to
Priscilla and her husband, the biological par-
ents allowed her to remain with Priscilla.
When she was 16, Tina was formally adopted
and became Albertina Jana Molefe, in touch
withall her parents and accepting of her com-
plex history.

Tina grew up to be anaccomplished young
woman who opted for a diplomatic career.
One of Priscilla’s proudest moments was
Tina’s marriage, a few years ago, to Frank
Chikane, the son of Moss Chikane, who had
been one of the co-accused with Molefe. The
couple married according to Hindu rites by a
priest brought from India by Priscilla. I sat next
to Phinda who spoke about how proud she
was of Tina and appreciative of the way
Priscilla had raised her. Of course, there was a
sense of loss — but also of immense love and
generosity between the two mothers.

Aslsatinthat room, heavy with the histo-
ries of pain and loss experienced not only by
Priscilla and Phinda, but also many of the for-
mer activists and political prisoners present
there, [ felt that Tina and Frank, the two ac-
complished young Africans, whose parents,
both adopted and biological, had suffered so
much, represented a triumph over the trauma
of the past and the best of a new South Africa.

Priscilla Jana continued to speak truth to
power in post-apartheid South Africa. She de-
cried the fact that South Africa continues to
be one of the most unequal countries in the
world. As we grieve her departure, all we can
say is Hamba kahle, ghawe lamaghawe. (Go
well, hero of heroes). May she rest in peace
and her legacy live on.

Sisulu, awriter, human rights activist and
political analyst, is the author of Walter and
Albertina Sisulu: In Our Lifetime

In another time, a role model

Stan Swamy has stood with the oppressed. The state considers him an enemy

HARSH MANDER

THE TRUE CHARACTER of a state is perhaps
best exposed by its choice of enemies. Inits
latest strike, the entire might of the state
has converged on an 83-year-old Jesuit
priest, who has devoted his life to struggling
with the most oppressed among the Indian
people — the Adivasis — against corporate
and state power. The government leaves no
doubt about who it despises and fears. And
who it stands with.

Father Stan Swamy has been jailed, af-
ter investigation, first by the Pune police,
and then by India’s premier counter-terror
task force, the National Investigation
Agency, on grave charges of treason and ter-
ror, of being a Maoist, being actively in-
volved in violent Maoist enterprises, and
receiving its funds, part of a larger sinister
Maoist Bhima-Koregaon conspiracy.

Anticipating his arrest, he recorded a
statement two days before the police
picked him up. What is happening to him,
he reflects, is not unique. Prominent intel-
lectuals, lawyers, writers, poets, activists
and student leaders have been arrested —
all for one reason. That they publicly dis-
sent with the policies of the government. “I
am happy to be part of this,” he declares,
because “l am not a silent spectator”.

All those who know him are struck by
the stubborn and steely strength of convic-
tion of this ageing priest, his indomitable
courage and his love for the poor. One of his

influences is the Brazilian Catholic
Archbishop Helder Camara, who said,
“When 1 ask why they are poor, they call me
acommunist”.

[ met him two years earlier, as part of a
solidarity delegation during a journey of the
Karwan-e-Mohabbat to Jharkhand, shortly
after he had first been raided and investi-
gated for this conspiracy by the Pune Police
in August 2018. We met him in Bagaicha, the
centre near Ranchi he had established for
research and training Adivasi youth.

He spoke to us of his work and struggles.
Jharkhand, he said, is a rich land compris-
ing of very poor people. From coal to gold,
we have it. Those who exploit Jharkhand re-
turn enriched, but the Adivasi residents only
become even more pauperised. He has care-
fully documented the monstrous profits
made by big corporations, and the ines-
timable price that people dependent on the
land and forests pay. “If you have sensitiv-
ity and a conscience,” he said, “you have no
option but to take sides with those who are
suffering, and resisting.”

He spoke of the manner in which land
was acquired at dirt prices for the Adani
power plant in Godda, and how the bull-
dozers destroyed the standing crop. Adani
Power signed in 2016 an agreement with
Bangladesh to build a 1,600 MW power
plant in Godda. Jharkhand. The coal would
be imported from Adani’s mines in

Australia. He told us how environmental
clearances were hastily rammed through,
farmers did not get their due and how
forests were ravaged.

It is adversaries as powerful as these
that Swamy and the young Adivasis, who
he stands in unflinching solidarity with, are
fighting. Is it a surprise then that he is seen
as adangerous enemy of this government?
In his words to us, “If you question this form
of development, you are anti-development,
which is equal to anti-government, which
is equal to anti-national. A simple equation.
This is why the government calls me a
Maoist, although I am completely opposed
to Maoist methods, and have nothing to do
with them”.

Itis not just Swamy. He researched and
found that large numbers of Adivasi and
Dalit youth had been jailed for years, again
charged as Maoists — in Jharkhand, there
were more than 3,000. They had fought
their illegal and brutal displacement, but
by peaceful means, and by appealing to a
range of constitutional provisions, laws, and
the Samata judgment of the Supreme Court
that the owner of the land will be the owner
of minerals therein, all of which the gov-
ernment had disobeyed. With Sudha
Bhardwaj, he co-convened the Persecuted
Prisoners Solidarity Committee and filed a
petition in the Jharkhand High Court seek-
ing their release. Both of them are now in

jail, with little prospect of an early release.
Join the dots.

In the first raid on his centre, around 40
police-persons overran his green campus.
They spent three hours searching his small
and sparsely furnished room and confis-
cated his laptop, phone, music cassettes and
documents. The next day, local newspapers
announced that he was part of a plot to mur-
der Prime Minister Narendra Modi. The sec-
ond round was by personnel of the NIA, who
interrogated him for 15 hours. After his ar-
rest, he was flown to Pune. He was sent into
a crowded jail, unmindful that with his age
and illnesses, he would be especially vul-
nerable to COVID-19. At 83, his body has be-
gun to show the ravages of age and a life of
austerity. Parkinson’s disease has set in. His
hand trembles as he picks up a cup. But his
spine — both physically and metaphorically
—is upright and unbending.

In the video he recorded before his ar-
rest, he declared quietly, “ am ready to pay
the price, whatever it is.” In another coun-
try or another time, he would be a national
hero, celebrated as a role model for young
people. He is older than the republic which
he fights to defend. For him, the love of his
country and the love of his religion is the
love of its poorest people.

Mander is a human rights
activist and writer

Healthy

and wise

Promotion of the production and
consumption of nutri-cereals is a policy
shift in the right direction

cost incentives provided via MSPs also
favoured a handful of staple grains.

In parallel, India saw a jump in con-
sumer demand for ultra-processed and
ready-to-eat products, which are high in
sodium, sugar, trans-fats and even some
carcinogens. This need was again met by
highly-refined grains. Contrary to the pop-

ANANYA AWASTHI

ular belief, this phenomenon was not re-
stricted to urban areas. With the intense

FOR ANYONE WHO wishes to understand
the complex interplay of nutrition, food
systems and farmers’ welfare, the insights
shared by Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on World Food Day are a crash course
worth taking.

One of the most important highlights
from the speech was the focus on the pro-
duction of millets, also now known as “nu-
tri-cereals”. Giving examples of nutri-cere-
als like jowar, bajra and ragi, PM Modi also
shared how the Food and Agriculture
Organisation (FAO) has endorsed India’s call
for declaring 2023 as the “International Year
of Millets”. He spoke at length about how
the government is incentivising the produc-
tion of nutri-cereals to increase the intake of
diverse and nutritious diets, improve their
availability in markets and bring benefits to
small and medium farmers, who are the
main cultivators of coarse grains.

The three major millet crops currently
growing in India are jowar (sorghum), bajra
(pearl millet) and ragi (finger millet). Along
with that, India grows arich array of bio-ge-
netically diverse and indigenous varieties
of “small millets” like kodo, kutki, chenna
and sanwa. Major producers include
Rajasthan, Andhra Pradesh, Telangana,
Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, Maharashtra,
Gujarat and Haryana.

High in dietary fibre, nutri-cereals are
a powerhouse of nutrients including
iron, folate, calcium, zinc, magnesium,
phosphorous, copper, vitamins and an-
tioxidants. They are not only important
for the healthy growth and development
of children but have also been shown to
reduce the risk of heart disease and dia-
betes in adults.

Usually grown by small and poor farm-
ers on dry, low-fertile, mountainous, tribal
and rain-fed areas, millets are good for the
soil, have shorter cultivation cycles and re-
quire less cost-intensive cultivation. These
unique features make millets suited forand
resilient to India’s varied agro-climatic con-
ditions. Moreover, unlike rice and wheat,
millets are not water or input-intensive,
making them a sustainable strategy for ad-
dressing climate change and building re-
silient agri-food systems.

In the 1960s before the Green
Revolution, millets were extensively grown
and consumed in India. Indian Council of
Agricultural Research data shows that ba-
jraconstituted nearly 46 per cent of the crop
production as opposed to 13 per cent for
rice in the kharif season. Similarly, chickpea
stood at 42 per cent for the rabi season
against a measly 4.3 per cent for wheat.
With the Green Revolution, the focus,
rightly so, was on food security and high-
yielding varieties of wheat and rice. An un-
intended consequence of this policy was
the gradual decline in the production of mil-
lets. Unfortunately, millets were increas-
ingly seen as “poor person’s food” in con-
trast to the consumer perception around
more refined grains like rice and wheat. The

marketing of processed foods, even the ru-
ral population started perceiving mill-
processed rice and wheat as more aspira-
tional. This haslead us to the double burden
of mothers and children suffering from mi-
cronutrient deficiencies and the astound-
ing prevalence of diabetes and obesity.

To address this situation, a multi-
pronged strategy has been adopted for
the promotion of nutri-cereals by the
Modi government.

The first strategy from a consumption
and trade point of view was to re-brand
coarse cereals/millets as nutri-cereals. As of
2018-19, millet production had been ex-
tended to over 112 districts across 14 states.

Second, the government hiked the MSP
of nutri-cereals, which came as a big price
incentive for farmers. As we compare the
data on MSPs for food crops from 2014-15
against 2020, we see that the MSP for ragi
has jumped a whopping 113 per cent, fol-
lowed by bajra and jowar at 72 per cent and
71 per cent respectively. MSPs have been
calculated so that the farmer is ensured at
least a 50 per cent return on their cost
of production.

Third, to provide a steady market for the
produce, the Modi government included
millets in the public distribution system.

Fourth, the Ministry of Agriculture &
Farmers’ Welfare is running a Rs 600-crore
scheme to increase the area, production
and yield of nutri-cereals. With a goal to
match the cultivation of nutri-cereals with
local topography and natural resources,
the government is encouraging farmers to
align their local cropping patterns to
India’s diverse 127 agro-climatic zones.
Provision of seed kits and inputs to farm-
ers, building value chains through Farmer
Producer Organisations and supporting
the marketability of nutri-cereals are some
of the key interventions that have been put
in place.

And finally, the Ministry of Women and
Child Development has been working at the
intersection of agriculture and nutrition by
setting up nutri-gardens, promoting re-
search on the interlinkages between crop
diversity and dietary diversity and running
a behaviour change campaign to generate
consumer demand for nutri-cereals.

As the government sets to achieve its
agenda of a malnutrition-free India and
doubling of farmers’ incomes, the promo-
tion of the production and consumption of
nutri-cereals seems to be a policy shift in
the right direction. Instead of working in si-
los, this multi-ministerial policy framework
is a strategic move towards building an
Atmanirbhar Bharat which resonates with
the global call for self-sufficiency and sus-
tainable development. For our part, we can
begin the jan andolan by taking small steps
towards choosing healthier foods, which
are good for the environment and bring eco-
nomic prosperity to our farmers.

The writer is assistant director, Harvard
School of Public Health-India Research
Center. Views are personal

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

AN ANTIDOTE

THIS REFERS TO the article, The answer
is fraternity’ (IE October, 22).
Understanding the significance of the
word “fraternity” becomes even more
important in the current scenario — re-
plete with communal issues and vitriol
against fellow citizens. One needs to
search for common ground and person-
alities like Kabir and Meerabai, who tran-
scended the narrow boundaries of their
time and shunned constructs of religion
or caste which divide people.

Sarthak Sonwalkar, Ujjain

TOO LENIENT

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘The fault is
not in our stars’ (IE, October 22). While
the depiction of our society in its true
colours is right on the mark, the benefit
of the doubt given to Bollywood stars is
too generous.

B Shubhada, via email

DIGITAL JUSTICE

This refers to the article, ‘No software for
justice’ (IE, October 22). Technology is
shaping every aspect of our lives.Noarm
of the government can shy away from
adopting technological solutions to tra-
ditional and contemporary challenges.
The judiciary in India was measured in
the adoption of technology in its every-
day functioning. It tooka pandemic tore-
alise the potential of inexpensive widely-
used digital communication tools to hear
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cases. A physical courtroomis irreplace-
able, but virtual hearing can be reserved
for routine cases.

Sudip Kumar Dey, Kolkata

NO REFORM

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘On larger
stage’ (IE, October 22). It may be noted
that the Punjab farm bills offer little in
terms of reforming the markets. If it re-
ally wants to support farmers and win
the argument on the issue, the Congress
government should make the function-
ing of the mandis transparent and non-
exploitative. A legally-enforceable MSP
won't preclude distress sale unless the
Centre and the states work in tandem.
SSPaul, Nadia

New Delhi



WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

12 E

THEINDIAN EXPRESS, FRIDAY,0CTOBER 23,2020

LXPLAINED

00
@ieExplained
#ExpressExplained

If there are questions of current or contemporary relevance that you would like
explained, please write to explained@indianexpress.com

CORONAVIRUS DASHBOARD

Maharashtra drives steep fall
in active cases across country

THE NUMBER of active cases of coro-
navirus infectionin the country is now
more than 3 lakh lower than the peak
that was reached in the middle of
September. The total is 7.15 lakh active
cases now; at its peak, it had crossed
10.17 lakh. There have

been only five days 1 Pradesh has been con-
since September 17 tributing less than
when new infections 4,000 casesevery day,a
detected have ex- big improvement from
ceeded the number of the days it was report-
recoveries. ingover 10,000 new in-
Wednesday saw - fections daily.

one of the biggest de- Inthelastone week

clines in actli%/ge cases. CORONAVIRUS active cases havvev de(:
About 56,000 new COUNT clined in every major

cases were detected
while almost 80,000 patients were de-
clared to have recovered.

Almost half this reduction has
come from Maharashtra, where the ac-
tive cases have declined from over 3
lakh to less than 1.6 lakh now.

In relative terms, the biggest drop

which has seenits active cases godown
by almost 70% in the last one-and-a-
half months. The state had more than
one lakh active cases in the first week
of September, which has steadily come
down to justabout 32,000 now. For the

West Bengal. Even Kerala, the fastest
growing state right now, has seen a
small dropin the active cases in the last
week. Bihar, which has slowed down
considerably in the last one-and-a-half
months, has also seen a slight rise in
the active cases during this time.

last one week, Andhra

state except Delhi and

has happened in Andhra Pradesh AMITABH SINHA
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Vertebral fractures in Covid-19
patients double risk of death

COVID-19 PATIENTS who
have vertebral fractures
are twice as likely to die
from the disease, accord-
ingtoastudy publishedin
the Endocrine Society’s

Journal of  Clinical

Endocrinology & C

Metabolism. LIP
Vertebral fractures oc-

cur when the bony block ~ NEW RESEARCH

in the spine collapses.
While vertebral fractures are typically
caused by osteoporosis, such fractures
can lead to severe pain and deformity,
they are prevalent in Covid-19 patients
too — and can influence disease out-
comes, the researchers said.

The researchers studied X-rays of

WORLD TOTAL CASES

Source: Johns Hopkins University,
updated at 11 pmon Oct 22

PAPER

with severe fractures.

A simple thoracic X-ray can detect
these fractures, and the researchers
suggested thatan evaluation should be
performed in Covid-19 patients at the
time of hospital admission.

SOURCE:ENDOCRINE SOCIETY

41,396,754

114 Covid-19 patients,and
detected thoracic verte-
bral fracturesin 35%. These
patients were older and
more affected by high
blood pressure and heart
disease. They were more
likely to need ventilators
and twice as likely to die
compared to those with-
out fractures. The death
rate was higherin patients
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Should you invest in bank stocks?

The banking sector has not yet recovered from the pandemic blow. Is there still an investment opportunity?
While concerns over NPAs remain, fund managers believe the sector holds out promise in the long term

{EI b oot -

SANDEEP SINGH

OVER THE last six months, the benchmark
Sensex and Nifty regained most of the losses
they had taken in February and March. But
one key sector — banking — continues to trail
significantly at the stock markets. While it is
one of the key sectors that has not yet recov-
ered to its pre-Covid levels, does it throw up
an investment opportunity, or is there a
deeper issue the sector is suffering from?

THE UNDPERFORMANCE: On Wednesday,
the Sensex at the Bombay Stock Exchange
closed at 40,707, which is almost the same
level as the 40,723 it had closed at on January
31. Among the sectoral indices, several sec-
tors have gone way above their January lev-
els.WhileIT and healthcare indices are up by
38%and 41%respectively, the Teckindex is up
26 per cent. Several other sectoral indices
such as auto, FMCG and consumer durables
are within 6% of their January 31 closing level.
The two big underperformers are the
bankindex and finance index, down respec-
tively by 21% and 19% from their January 31
levels. Besides, metal, power and telecom in-
dices too are down between 10% and 15%.

Why are banks lagging in performance?
Barring sectors that catered to essential
goods and services, the pandemic and the
lockdown hit all other sectors of the econ-
omy in varying proportions between March
and June. While the relaxation in the lock-
down led to revival of economic activity and
consumption demand across various sectors
beginning June-July, the impact of the strin-
gent lockdown has been much deeper on
small businesses, new enterprises, jobs and
income levels of both the salaried and the
self-employed. Many feel it is going to hurt
the banks over the next couple of quarters.
The six-month moratorium allowed by
the RBI ended on August 31, and that will
mean borrowers who were shielded from
paying their EMIs will now have to resume
the monthly repayments. With businesses
hit, jobs lost, and income levels shrunk, mar-

Sensex is back at nearly the same level as at the end of January. Express Archive

BSE INDICES 31JAN 2020 210CT 2020 CHANGE (%)
Sensex 40,723 40,707 -0
Bankex 35,289 27,969 -20.7
FInance 6,846 5,575 -18.6
Power 1,899 1,638 -13.7
Telecom 1,178 1,042 -115
Metal 9,494 8,534 -101
Consumer durables 26,147 24,505 -6.3
FMCG 11,641 11,001 -5.5
Auto 18,161 17,813 -1.9
Teck 7911 9,982 26.2
IT 15,871 21,943 383
Healthcare 13,957 19,748 41.5

ket experts fear that banks may witness arise
indelinquencies and non-performing assets
(NPAs)in the quarter ending December 2020.

This fear is keeping investors away from
banks. In fact, the share of equity allocation
by mutual funds to the banking sector has
declined from 24.4% in February 2020 to
17.8% in September.

The CEO of a large mutual fund said that
as concerns remain over a rise in NPAs, fund
managers have not been putting fresh
money into banks and are instead investing
insectors such as IT, pharma and technology.
The reduction in fresh allocation of funds by

institutional investors has kept the share
price of banks under check.

But, is there a window of opportunity for
investors?

In January, the price-to-earning (PE) ra-
tio for the Sensex was 25.6; in October, it is
around 29. This means that the Sensex is al-
ready trading in a more expensive zone than
it was in January. By contrast, while the PE
ratio of the bank index at BSE stood at 32 in
January, it is currently hovering around 21.
This means that the PE ratio of the bank in-
dexis still much lower thanit was in January,

or that the stock price of banks is lower in re-
lation to their earnings, and hence there is
possibility of a rise in their share price.

Fund managers feel that while there are
some concerns on account of NPAs, the sec-
tor is undervalued and throws up an oppor-
tunity for investors. While the CEO of a lead-
ing fund house said that smart investors have
started taking a position in banking stocks
and sector specific schemes, several fund
houses are advising their investors to invest
in sectoral funds focusing on banks.

“We believe that SIPs (systematic invest-
ment plans) should be started in sectors
which are undervalued. At this pointin time,
we believe the banking and infrastructure
space is undervalued and hence, investors
witha 3-5-year horizon should consider SIPs
insuch funds,” said Sankaran Naren, ED and
(IO at ICICI Prudential AMC.

It is also important to note that if and
when the NPAs start rising, there will be a
trend where good banks will get separated
from those with a weaker quality of assets.
That will result in a rise in the share price of
better-run banks with better quality assets.
There is a broader sense among fund man-
agers thatif one invests in good banks for the
next two to three years, there is a high pos-
sibility of good returns being made.

What else should investors consider?

The credit growth for scheduled com-
mercial banks has been under pressure for
some time now. Having already slipped into
single digits beginning August 2019, it weak-
ened further since the pandemic and impo-
sition of lockdown, as banks have been tread-
ing very cautiously as to who they lend to in
times of economic distress. For the month of
August 2020, the year-on-year credit growth
slowed to 6%, the lowest since October 2017,
when it grew by 5.9%.

Experts say, however, that this can’t re-
main low forever and will eventually rise
over the next few quarters. And when it does,
there will be faster growth for banks.

While a bit of NPAs is part of the business of
banking, it is important to note that investors
should not base their investment decision only
onNPAs. When the economy revives and starts
witnessing private sector investment, the
banking sector will be one of the biggest ben-
eficiaries. Investors must be careful, however,
about their direct stock picking and look for the
ones that are adequately capitalised, have a
strong retail book and have traditionally had
sustained lower levels of NPAs.

What Maharashtra move means for CBI probes

MOHAMED THAVER
MUMBAI,OCTOBER 22

THE MAHARASHTRA government has with-
drawn “general consent” given to the CBI to
probe casesin the state. This means the cen-
tral agency will have to get consent from the
state government for every case it registers
in Maharashtra.

Whatkinds of cases is the CBl involved in
atastatelevel?

Three CBIdivisions investigate different cat-
egories of cases. The Anti-Corruption Division
investigates cases against public servants un-
der the control of the central government, in-
cluding those in public sector undertakings;
cases against public servants working under
state governments, which have been entrusted
to the CBI by the state; and serious departmen-
tal irregularities committed by the above.

The Economic Offences Division investi-
gates financial crimes, bank frauds, money
laundering, illegal money market operations,
and graftin PSUs and banks.

The Special Crimes Division handles cases

of conventional nature such as offences re-
lating to internal security, espionage, nar-
cotics, antiquities, murders, dacoities/rob-
beries, and cheating among others. It is this
unit that has taken over the Sushant Singh
Rajput case.

What has led to Maharashtra’s decision?

The state government was wary about
the Special Crimes Division taking over the
probe into the alleged scam over television
rating points (TRP) being investigated by the
Mumbai Police. On Tuesday, the CBI took
over a similar case registered by UP police.

Maharashtra Home Minister Anil
Deshmukh said the state government be-
lieved the CBI was a professional and pre-
mier investigating agency, but felt it could
act under political pressure. One reason for
the state’s anxiety was the way in which the
Sushant Singh Rajput case was taken over by
the CBL

Will the decision impact the CBI probe in
the Sushant Singh Rajput case?

No.The move will notimpact cases that the
CBIis already investigating.

Can the TRP case still go to the CBI?

One of the grounds for handing over the
Rajput case to the CBI was that Mumbai Police
hadn’tregistered an FIR (because the investiga-
tion pointed to suicide). This cannot apply in
the TRP case, in which Mumbai Police has reg-
istered an FIR and arrested eight persons.

Republic TV Arnab Goswami Editor-in-
Chief had earlier approached the Supreme
Court to transfer the probe to the CBI. The
Supreme Court, however, asked him to ap-
proach the Bombay High Court. In future, ifthe
Supreme Court asks the CBI to take over the
Mumbai Police investigationinto the TRP case,
the state government cannot refuse. However,
the Supreme Court will have to be convinced
about the reasons why the CBI should take over
the Mumbai Police case.

What about key cases being probed by the
the National Investigation Agency and the
Enforcement Directorate?

The NIA has jurisdiction across the coun-
try and does not need special permission from
state governments. This is why the NIA was
able to take over the Bhima Koregaon case
without the state’s consent.

The ED is probing the money laundering
aspect of the irrigation scam, in which Deputy
CM Ajit Pawar faces allegations. This will not
be impacted by the state government’s latest
decision as the ED conducts its probes under
the PMLA and FERA Act, while the CBI draws its
powers from the Delhi Police Special
Establishment Act.

How will this impact the CBI's day-to-day
functioning?

The decision will increase work for both
the CBI and the state government. Every time
the CBI catches any central government em-
ployee taking a bribe, it will need to seek ap-
proval from the Maharashtra government be-
fore registering a case. The Maharashtra
government too will be burdened with ap-
proval requests.

In a recent judgment (Ramesh Chandra
Singh and anothervs CBI), however, the Calcutta
High Court had observed: “The court is of the
view that the central government/CBI's power
to investigate and prosecute its own officials
cannot be in any way impeded or interfered
by the state even if the offenses were commit-
ted within the territory of the state.”

The long history of Kerala Congress splits & factions, from Mani to son

SHAJU PHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM, OCTOBER 22

A FACTION of the Kerala Congress (Mani),
led by party founder KM Mani’s son Jose K
Mani, became a partner of the CPM-led Left
Democratic Front (LDF) on Thursday, a
week after it had broken away from the
Congress-led United Democratic Front
(UDF). The swift decision to take in the fac-
tion led by Jose, a Rajya Sabha MP, was taken
in view of upcoming local body elections.

All this also continues a decades-long
trend of the Kerala Congress splitting, the new
groups splitting again, and merging. Each
such event has given rise to local satraps in
Central Kerala, where the party’s many fac-
tions wield their influence.

All the KC groups

The Kerala Congress was founded in
1964 from a split in the Congress. Following
a scandal in 1963, Chief Minister R Sankar
removed Home Minister P T Chacko, who

died in 1964. Fifteen of Chacko’s colleagues
led by KM George toppled Sankar in a no-
confidence motion. George and R
Balakrishna Pillai formed Kerala Congress
with the backing of Mannath
Padmanabhan, giving the upper caste
Hindu Nair community a foothold in the
primarily Catholic party.

The first cracks in Kerala Congress de-
veloped over leadership in 1977, following
George’sdeath. Pillai parted ways with
Mani, launched KC(B), and moved to the
Left. In 1979, Mani pulled away with P |
Joseph to form KC (Mani). Mani joined the
LDF government in 1980, but toppled it in
1982, shifting to UDFE. By then, Joseph was
with the Congress. Later (1982-87), the
Mani, Pillai and Joseph groups would all be
inthe UDE. In fact, in 1985, all three merged
back into Kerala Congres, but in two years
Joseph and Mani would split again. Pillai re-
mained with Joseph until 1989, when he re-
vived KC(B).In 1989, Joseph left the UDF; in
1991, he teamed up with LDE.

The next split was in KC(M), when Mani

loyalist TM Jacob formed KC (Jacob)in 1993.
In the 1990s, P C Thomas, son of the late
Chacko, emerged as a prominent figure in
the Mani camp, but differences arose as
Mani sought to promote his son. Thomas,
then a Lok Sabha MP, was ousted from the
party in 2001; he formed Indian Federal
Democratic Party (IFDP) and went on to be-
come a minister in the NDA.

In2003, P CGeorge split with Joseph and
formed KC (Secular). Two years later,
Thomas merged his IFDP with KC (Joseph).
By then, George had wound up KC (Secular)
and returned to Mani’s KC(M).

The Mani and Joseph groups merged in
2010, after Joseph ending his two-decade
links with the LDF. But, within the Joseph
camp, P C Thomas was against the merger
and formed KC (Anti-merger) with Scaria
Thomas, and continued with LDE. Later, they
respectively formed KC (Thomas) and K C
(Scaria Thomas). P C Thomas eventually
moved to NDA, and Scaria Thomas to LDE.

In 2016, former MP Francis George, son
of the late K M George, floated KC

(Democratic),and joined LDF. Meanwhile, P
C George parted ways with Mani and
formed Kerala Janapaksham (Secular).
Following K M Mani’s death, Francis re-
turned to the Joseph camp, while a few oth-
ers kept KC(D) alive within LDF.

Christian party & dynasts
Except for a few leaders from the Nair
community, all KC factions have been domi-
nated by Christian leaders, particularly
Catholics, their vote bank being farmers of
Kottayam, Idukki, Ernakulam and
Pathanamthitta. Splits have restricted the fac-
tions within the boundaries of their con-
stituencies, which in turn has limited their
political interests to nursing and retaining the
seats. This helps some KCleaders weather any
political turmoil during any election.
Dynasty rule is evident in all KC groups
except the Joseph faction; most splits have
happened happened over denial of seats or
posts to prominent leaders or their protégés.
Jose K Mani’s bid to take control of the
party after his father’s death last year led to

arevolt,and now asplit.In2001,P CThomas
was ousted from the Mani group after he
questioned the promotion of Jose, who be-
came an MP in 2009 while his father re-
mained an MLA. After Mani's death, there
was a bid to give the bypoll ticket to Jose's
wife Nisha.

KC(B) has been reduced to a father-son
affair after Balakrishna Pillai handed over
the reins to son KB Ganesh Kumar. After the
death of T M Jacob in 2011, his son Anoop
has taken over KC (Jacob). After the death K
Narayana Kurup, who represented the
Hindu Nair section, his son N Jayaraj took
over and is now a legislator with the Jose
faction. KM George’s son Francis too had
floated KC (Democratic), but has now re-
turned to the Joseph group.

The split & after

In the dispute between the Joseph and
Jose groups, both sides have claimed sup-
port of the KC(M) rank and file, but, Joseph
is the more popular and influential leader.
After Jose raised his revolt, the Joseph side

New Delhi

has seen more senior leaders such as Francis
George, Johny Nelloor and Joseph M
Puthussery joining the UDF. The first test of
their clout would be how many seats their
respective nominees get from UDF and LDF
in the civic body elections.

Jose has been often blamed for lack of
political acumen, although he is planning
toride his father’s popularity. Pala, the seat
nurtured by KM Mani for decades, is signif-
icant for both LDF and UDE. The incumbent
MLA, Mani C Kappan, of LDF partner NCP,
has said he would not surrender it. To se-
cure his future, Jose faces the challenge of
not only getting the ticket but also winning
the seat. The CPM'’s decision would be cru-
cial and could possibly go in favour of Jose,
considering the stakes involved.

By roping in the Jose faction, the CPM
hopes to win more seats from Central Kerala
and retain power in 2021, bucking the trend
of alternate governments. Crucial to this
would be Jose’s ability to bring the KC vote
bank to LDF, considering that its voters are
traditionally pro-UDF.
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Returning home
from Navratri
programme in
UP, 19-yr-old
‘gangraped’

Mahoba: A 19-year-old woman
was allegedly gang-raped by
three men after attending a
Navratri event in Mahoba dis-
trict, police said on Thursday.
The incident took place on
Wednesday night when the
teenager was returning home af-
ter attending an aarti of Goddess
Durga for the nine-day festival
and was abducted and raped by
the three accused, police said.
Superintendent of Police
Arun Kumar Shrivastava said,
“The case of rape has come to our
notice. Police acted promptly
and all the three accused have
been arrested.” The accused took
her to a secluded place behind
her house and raped her, the SP
said. The accused were arrested
on Wednesday night itself and
the girl has been sent for amed-
ical examination. PTI

HATHRAS CONTROVERSY

Two days after termination, AMU
doctor duo called back to service

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 22

TWO DOCTORS from Jawaharlal
Nehru Medical College (JNMC),
who were asked to leave
Aligarh Muslim University, have
been called back after two days
of termination.

One of the doctors, Dr
Azeem Malik, had earlier told
The Indian Express that the FSL
report in the Hathras woman’s
case held “no value". He had al-
leged that he and his colleague
were “terminated” because
they spoke to the media about
the crime.

Along with Dr Malik, Dr
Obaid Haque’s appointment
was also rejected by the hospi-
tal. Dr Haque had attested the
woman'’s medico-legal report.

On  Thursday, AMU

spokesperson Omar Peerzada
said: “As per requirement put
forward by the CMO in-charge,
Dr Malik and Dr Haque have
been called back to offer serv-
ice to the hospital. We are going
through challenging times be-
cause of the pandemic and need
doctors.”

An official at the hospital
said, “The JNMC has Covid facil-
ity and we need doctors because
another medical officer took
leave recently. The two have
been appointed for another
month; we will see if there’s a
requirement after that.”

Dr Malik and Dr Haque told
The Indian Express that they
have not received an order from
the hospital about their
services.

Dr Haque said: “I was told to
go home, but yesterday my sen-
ior called up and told me to

Nag anti-tank missile completes final
user trial in Pokhran, to enter production

SUSHANT KULKARNI
PUNE,OCTOBER 22

THE LONG-AWAITED third-gen-
eration Anti-Tank Guided Missile
(ATGM), Nag, successfully com-
pleted its final user trial at
Pokhranrange in the Thar desert
in the early hours of Thursday.
Nag is now one step closer to be-

ing inducted into the Army fol-
lowing its successful winter and
summer user trials in 2019,

Defence  Research  and
Development Organisation
(DRDO) officials said.

A statement from the
Ministry of Defence said: “With
this final user trial, Nag will enter
the production phase. The mis-
sile will be produced by Defence

Public Sector Undertaking (PSU)
Bharat Dynamics Limited (BDL),
whereas Ordnance Factory,
Medak will produce the NAM-
ICA (Nag Missile Carrier).”
Thursday's trial was the lat-
estinaseries of missile tests con-
ducted by the DRDO over the last
one-and-half month. These mis-
sile tests, according to officials,
will continue for for some time.

come to the hospital. He said he
needs to take leave due to
health issues; I told him I can’t
come to the hospital without
the V-C’s order, but he re-
quested that [ take his place for
the day and promised that our
seniors would take us back. I
haven'treceived a joining letter
yet, but I went and completed
my duty.”

Earlier, citing the FSL report,
state ADG (Law and Order)
Prashant Kumar had told the
media that the 19-year-old Dalit
woman was not raped.

Dr Malik had, however, told
The Indian Express: “The sam-
ples for FSL were collected 11
days after the woman was
raped, while the government
guidelines strictly say forensic
evidence can only be found up
to 96 hours after the incident.
This report can’t confirm rape

in this incident.”

OnTuesday, the two were is-
sued letters, signed by CMO in-
charge Dr S A H Zaidi, which
stated, “This is to inform you
that as directed by Vice-
Chancellor, Prof Tariq
Mansoor...your appointment on
the post of Medical Officer,
Emergency & Trauma, [NMCH,
is rejected with immediate ef-
fect. Therefore, you are re-
quested not to perform any fur-
ther duties.

While the doctors alleged
they were told to go because
they spoke to the media, Shafey
Kidwai, member in-charge of
public relations at AMU, said:
“The university has not sus-
pended any doctor for giving in-
terview related to the Hathras
incident to the media...f CMO
recommends their extension,
the university may consider it.”

Ex-Mizoram Governor, others
booked in cheating case

SHAJUPHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
OCTOBER22

THE KERALA police on Thursday
registered a case against senior BJP
leader and former Mizoram
Governor Kummanam
Rajasekharanand othersinacom-
plaint of financial cheating al-
legedly involving his former per-
sonal assistant.

The case was registered on the
basis of a complaint by C R
Harikrishnan, a native of
Aranmulain Pathanamthittadis-
trict. The complainant said that
Rajasekharan’s former personal
aide, Praveen, and another person
named Vijayan had allegedly
pocketed Rs 28.75 lakh by prom-
ising to make him a partner in a
business venture.

The police have registered the
FIR under IPC Sections 406 and
420, arraigning Praveen as the first

f .| Politically
e T motivated
i & i case, says
‘.:-:;.,r P senior BJP
leader
i Rajasekharan

accused and Rajasekharan as the
fifth. Others named in the FIR are
Praveen’s business partner
Vijayan, his wife Krishaveni and
BJPNRI cell chairman Harikumar.

Calling the case politically mo-
tivated, Rajasekharan said, “Idonot
know anything about the financial
dealings. The police have regis-
tered the FIR against me without
conducting a preliminary probe.”

According to the FIR,
Harikrishnan had givenRs 35 lakh
to Praveen when Rajasekharan
was the Governor. As the prom-
ised venture did materialise,
Harikrishnan demanded his in-
vestment back, but Praveen and

his partner Vijayan, of Kollamkode
inPalakkad, allegedly failed tore-
turn the amount.

According to the complaint,
Harikrishnan approached BJP
leaders for a mediation.
Subsequently, the complaint
states, the duo returned Rs 6.25
lakh, ostensibly at the interven-
tion of BJP NRI cell chairman
Harikumar and other rounds of
mediation.

Harikrishnan, in his complaint,
said he was approaching the po-
lice since Praveen and Vijayan re-
fused to return the remaining Rs
28.75lakh despite repeated inter-
ventions over the last two years.

Rajasekharan said, “The
CPI(M)is trying to politically cap-
italise the issue... The proposed
venture was envisaged to make
paper cotton mix, as a substitute
for plastic. As it is pro-environ-
ment,  have only encouraged the
concept — I haven’t asked anyone
toinvest money.”
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A Regd. Office : 109, Race Course, Coimbatore - 641 018. Phone : + 91 422 4336000
website : www.pricol.com, e-mail: cs@pricol.co.in
STATEMENT OF UNAUDITED FINANCIAL RESULTS FOR THE QUARTER AND HALF YEAR ENDED 30TH SEPTEMBER, 2020
® in Lakhs)
Standalone Consolidated
For the For the Half For the For the Half
PARTICULARS 30-Sep3%;ger E;(ies:p-zmg :\;(:?sreir-‘gg;o :;o-Sepc-lzuoazltt)er Eggfsdep-zmg ggfsreir-‘g:;o
Unaudited | Unaudited Unaudited | Unaudited | (R&rosonied) |  Unaudited
1. Total Income 38743.61| 31858.56 50479.19 39104.41 33115.85 51104.71
2. Net Profit / (Loss) before Exceptional items & Tax 1983.25| (1188.66) (1138.71) 2171.59 (1170.30) (978.90)
3. Exceptional Items (Net) - (564.29) - - - -
4. Net Profit / (Loss) before tax (after Exceptional items) 1983.25| (1752.95) (1138.71) 2171.59 (1170.30) (978.90)
5. Net Profit / (Loss) after tax from Continuing Operations
(after Exceptional items) 2127.25| (1790.25) (765.69) 2236.31 (1221.06) (700.22)
6. Profit / (Loss) from Discontinued Operations (Net of Tax Expense) - - - 2715.31 (4746.11) 2566.85
7. Net Profit / (Loss) after tax from Continuing and Discontinued
Operations (after Exceptional items) 2127.25| (1790.25) (765.69) 4951.62 (5967.17) 1866.63
8. Total Comprehensive Income for the period 2180.05| (1781.86) (660.10) 5060.90 (5384.66) 2018.33
9. Paid-up-Equity Share Capital (Face Value of X 1/-) 947.97 947.97 947.97 947.97 947.97 947.97
10. Earnings per Equity Share for Profit / (Loss) from Continuing and
Discontinued operations (Face Value of ¥ 1/-) in Rupees
- Basic / Diluted 2.24 (1.89) (0.81) 5.22 (6.29) 1.97
Note: The above is an extract of the detailed format of Quarterly / Half Yearly Financial Results filed with the Stock Exchanges under Regulation 33 of SEBI
(Listing Obligations and Disclosure Requirements) Regulations, 2015. The full format of the financial results are available on the Stock Exchange
websites www.bseindia.com, www.nseindia.com and Company's website www.pricol.com. By Order of the Board
VANITHA MOHAN
22nd October 2020 CHAIRMAN
Coimbatore DIN : 00002168

> ADMISSION OPEN

For B.Tech. Lateral Entry Course for Academic Session 2020-21

Online Portal : www.onlinetesthry.gov.in

A

Toll-Free Number:

1800-137-3735

e-Mail : onlineadmissionhelp@gmail.com

Brochure available at : www.hstes.org.in

Procedure

Scan the QR code ortype the link to

be directed to the website for online
admissions, Register / Login to

fill the form, Fill the required
information and submit the form.

B.Tech. Lateral Entry Registration Starts from 22.10.2020 to 27.10.2020

Eligibility

website www.hstes.org.in

B.Tech. :- Lateral Entry:- (3 years) Passed Diploma with 45% Marks)
(40% marks in case of candidate belonging to Reserved category).

Basis of Admission :- Inter-se merit of qualifying Exam
for more details kindly refer to the prospectus available on the

PLAN FOR PLACEMENTS

» Quality education, smart class rooms well equipped laboratories & Workshops and
industries interaction.
Emphasis on communicationand technical skills.
MNeed based industries oriented curriculum Visits of students to the industries at
differentintervals
Centralized placement cell in addition to institutes.

PROMOTIOMAL SCHEMES
» 25% horizontal reservation for girl students.

* Benefits to Economically weaker section in admissions through

Tuition Fee Waiver (TFW) of AICTE.

ADVANTAGE HARYANA

Vibrant Campuses

Good Environment

75% area in NCR

Good Connectivity
Qualified Faculty

State of Art Infrastructure

Maolls signed with Industries.
Campus Placement

NAACS NBA Accredited Technical
Universities & Institutions.
Organising sports and cultural

activities.

New Delhi

Department of Technical Education, Haryana
Bays No. 7-12, Sec - 4, Panchkula, Haryana
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Detailed survey, designing and
drawing Construction of RCC
Intake well cum Pump House , RCC
Gangway 50m long and 3.00 wide,
1.75 MLD Capacity unconventional
water treatment plant, RCC
Elevated service Reservoir (i) 3.00
lakh liter capcity with 14 M,
Staging , Staff quarter, Compound
wall, Approach road supplying and
laying Raw and Clear Water rising
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NORTHERN RAILWAY

83342/HRY

UNIDENTIFIED DEAD BODY

General Public is hereby informed that
an one female person was found dead
Ganda Nala, Geetanjali Enclave,
Jharoda Kalan, Delhi dated
02.10.2020. In this regard a DD No.
44A u/s 174 IPC dated 02.10.2020
has been registered at PS Baba
Haridas Nagar, Delhi.

The description of the dead body is
given as under Name: Unknown, D/o:
Unknown, R/o: Unknown, Age:About

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE

APPEARANCE OF A PERSON ACCUSED

See Section U/S 82 Cr. P.C.
Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
Ram Kumar, S/o Parsuram, R/o VPO Dashor Kheri, Distt.
Jhajjar, Haryana has Committed (or is suspected to have
committed) the offence in case FIR No. 217/2009 U/S
365/342/506/384/34 IPC, P.S. Bawana, Delhi and it has
been returned to a warrant of arrest thereupon issued that
the said Ram Kumar cannot be found and whereas it has
been shown to my satisfaction that the said Ram Kumar has
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Detailed survey, designing and
drawing , Supplying and laying Raw
Water / Clear water rising main,
Distribution system, supplying and
installation of VT pump motor,
centrifugal pump motor,
Construction of ESR 8.30 Lakh litre
capacity RCC Elevated service
reservoir with 24 m staging,
Construction of RCC Intake well
cum pump house , Un
conventional water treatment
plant capacity 1.25 MLD , Staff
Qarter, compound wall, house
connection, SCADA system , 5
Years Operation & Maintenance
with allied works etc all complete
job for Patkum Group of Village
Rural Water supply scheme under
D.W.&.S.Division, Saraikela on turn key
basis for the year 2020-21 (UNDER JJM
PROGRAMME)
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0651 2480345

Office of the Executive-Engineer

Drinking Water & Sanitation Division Khunti, Jharkhand
Email- eedwsd.khunti@gmail.com

e-Procurement Notice, 1* Call

Tender reference No- DWSD/KH-06/2020-21 Date- 22.10.2020/

Detailed survey, designing and
drawing, Supplying and laying Raw
Water /Clear Water rising main,
Distribution System, Supplying and
Installation of VT pump motor,
Centrifugal pump motor, Construction
of ESR-01 3.60 Lakh Litre capacity 24
M staging, Construction of R.C.C.
Intake Well cum Pump House,
Construction of RCC Gangway Length -
70.00 M, Width - 3.0 M, Un
Conventional Water Treatment Plant
capacity 1.40 MLD, Staff Quarters,
Compound Wall, House Connection,
Five years operation & maintenance
with allied works etc. all complete job
for Barkuli and Adjoining Villages
Rural water supply scheme
District- Khunti on turnkey basis
under D.W. & S. Division, Khunti
Rs. 996.23 Lakh
Rs. 9.9623 Lakh
0.10000 Lakh
24 Months+3 month Trial & run

28.10.2020 up to 5.00PM
13.11.2020 up to 11:00 am

1 Name of the Work

Estimated Cost
Earnest Money
Cost of BOQ
Time of Completion
Date of Publication of
Tender on Website
Date of Pre Bid

Meeting
Place of Pre Bid D.W. & S. Department, Nepal
Meeting House, Ranchi, Jharkhand

Last date /Time for
receipt of Bid (Online)
Last date /Time for
receipt of Bid (Hard
Copy)

© | ~ o O (WN

18.11.2020 up to 5.00PM
19.11.2020 up to 5.00PM

-
o

1. Office of the Regional Chief Engineer,
D.W. & S. Ranchi, Ranchi Zone
2. Office Of the Superintending Engineer,
D.W.&S. Ranchi Circle, Ranchi
3. Office of the Executive Engineeer,
D.W. & S. Division, Khunti

24.11.2020 /03.00 PM

Executive Engineer, D.W. & S.
Division, Khunti

" Place of receipt of Bid
(Hard Copy)

12 Date of opening of
Tender

13 Name & address of
office inviting tender
14 Contact no of
Procurement office

06528-221715
Helpline no of e-
15 procurement cell 06528-221715

SAVE WATER::SAVE LIFE

Further details can be seen on website http:/
jharkhandtenders.gov.in

Executive Engineer
Drinking water & Sanitation Division
Khunti, Jharkhand.

on Rly. Website |hrs.

18.11.2020 upto 11.30 hours. Tender documents can be
uploaded by the tenderer on IREPS web site w.e.f. 04.11.2020
t018.11.2020

Last date/Time of
upload of tenders

Date and time of |18.11.2020 at 11.30 hours. (immediately after close of uploading
of tender (D2). In case of two packet system, Financial bids of the
eligible tenderers would be opened subsequently on the date &
time to be notified later on

Serving Customers With A Smile

opening of
tender
2326/2020

NORTHERN RAILWAY

E-TENDER NOTICE
Sr. DEE-TRS-GZB acting for and on behalf of President of India invites
E-Tender against Tender No. 230-TRS-GZB-2019-20-22. The details are as
under:-
1. | Name of the work

'Hiring of Truck capacity 09 MT to carry Railway
material to various sheds/shops/depots and to
any destination within Indian Territory & back to
Electric Loco Shed, Ghaziabad, Qty. 3,37,000 KM
for 24 months'.

Rs. 1,12,14,840

2. | Approx. Cost of work

- s o absconded (or is concealing himself to avoid the service of
1 @ 1 main and distribution network, Tender Notice 25-30 years, Height: 5', Cc_)mplean. the said warrant)
House connection, supplying and The Chief Administrative officer/Const.-lIl/Northern Railway, Kashmere Gate, Delhi, Sallow, Face: Oval, Hair: Long & Procl ti . 'h b de that th id dR
installation at VT and centrifugal forand on behalf of the President of India invites e-tender under Two Packet System Black Identification marks: Tatto on Right Hand Kishore ki Aurat, roclamation Is hereby made tha € sald accuse am
pump motor‘and 5 Years h forthe under noted work:- Wearing : Red colour suit & black colour salwar. Kumar of FIR No. 217/2009 u/s 365/342/506/38.4/34 IPC,
a(ﬁfe%raxgpkfel\t/lca;“tceg;nclzt\glﬁob Mode of Tender | E-Tender (E-Reverse Auction) Sincere efforts have been made by local police to trace out the dead | | P-S- Bawana,_DeIhl is r(_equwed to appear before this Court to
for Kharsawan & adjoinipng Rdral Tender Notice No. | 74-W/3/2/435/WA/LKO Dated : 21.10.2020 person but no clue has come to light so far. If any one having any | |answer the said complaint on or before 15.12.2020.
Water Supply Scheme under Shahganj-Akbarpur Section (Zone-Il) Earth work in formation, [ | information about this dead person please inform undersigned. By Order
D.W.&.S.Division, S araikela on turn supply and laying blanketing material on embankment, .
) kéy Dot faoe Jear 2020-21 Eull extension of existing minor bridges and Major Bridge No. 144, SHO Sh. Vaibhav Mehta,
(UNDER JJM PROGRAMME) o 151,170, 177, 181 & 205 of different spans & other allied works . g Metropolitan Magistrate-05 (North),
S between Shahgan; (excluding) and Akbarpur (excluding) in PS Baba Haridas Nagar, Delhi Room No. 114. First Floor.
2 %90 786.22 <Y connection with "Proposed Doubling of Jaunpur-Akbarpur" of DP/318/DW/2020 Ph.: 011-25315302. 8750871028 LD ’
3 STE BT T w0 7.87 ARG Lucknow Division on Northern Railway. " ’ DP/541/ON/2020(Court Matter) Rohini Courts, Delhi
4 qRarr fuz @1 Af3r %0 10,000.00 Approx. cost Rs. 149.72 crores
24 e + 3 78 RATEH T Completion period [ 24 (Twenty four) months _________NORTHERN RAILWAY |
5 W@Waﬁm RIS q%'l’&' Ta E = ( y four) NORTHERN RAILWAY
0T "’";f:o n‘:"ey Rs. 76,36,300/- only TENDER NOTICE
6 CERG 33 TR fAfaer uema &1 05.11.2020, 3TTRTE 04.00 a3 T Salelava:ability Tender documents wil be available on IREPS web sie Sr. DEN/I/MB acting for and on behalf of The President of India invites E-Tenders HIMACHAL PRADESH
SIRRCISLR R ' of tender document|i.e.www.ireps.gov.in from 28.10.2020 to 18.11.2020 upto 11.30| | 292inst Tender No 91-DRM-MB-20-21 closing date 17.11.2020 16:00 hrs. Name of JAL SHAKTI VIBHAG

work: Cess widening and embankment repair to standardization as per NEW
IRPWM, Repair to Km post, Gradient post, LC boards etc. & other misc work in
connection with CTR/TRR work in the section of ADEN/HRI-I. Tender closing
date/time: 17.11.2020 16:00, Cost of work: Rs 7877019.67; Earnest Money: Rs.
157600.00; Tender Cost: Rs.-NIL; Bidding start date: 03.11.2020 and Period of
Completion: 08 Months. Bidders will be able to submit their original/revised bids
up to closing date and time only. Manual offers are not allowed against this tender,
and any such manual offer received shall be ignored. For detail information please
log into www.ireps.gov.in. Contractors are allowed to make payments against this
tender towards tender document cost and earnest money only through online
payment modes available on IREPS portal like net banking, debit card, credit card
etc. Manual payments through Demand draft, Banker's cheque, Deposit receipts,
FDRetc. are notallowed. No.: 90-DRM-MB-20-21 Dated: 21.10.2020.  2332/20

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

TAMIL NADU WATER SUPPLY AND DRAINAGE BOARD

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ENGINEER, TWAD BOARD, MADURAI.
ADDENDUM/CORRIGENDUM
TENDER EXTENSION NOTICE No.1 /Dt : 21.10.2020
Ref : Tender notice No. F.Sivagangai CWSS /DO I/CW/2020/Dt : 16.09.2020
The name of work and the period of sale of tender documents and receipt & opening of
tenders called for in the reference is modified extended as below.

NOTICE INVITING TENDER
The Executive Engineer Jal Shakti Division Sarkaghat on behalf of
Governor of Himachal Pradesh invites the items rate bids in electron-
ic tendering system and in 2 cover system for the following works
from eligible Government Contractors/Firms registered with Jal
Shakti Vibhag. The detail of works is as under:-
1. Name of Work:-Providing Sewerage Scheme to Sarkaghat Town
zone in Tehsil Sarkaghat Distt. Mandi H.P. (SH:-Providing Sewer line
for House connection and C/O manhole chamber size
0.90x0.90x0.90 in left out area of Zone-C) . Estimated Cost:- Rs.
1,01,45,004/- Earnest Money: 133950/- Cost of Tender Form :-Rs.
1500/- Time limit:- Six Months.
KEY DATES:-
|. Date of online publication. 20.10.2020 at 5.00 PM.
II. Downloading of e-tender documents. 20.10.2020 to 02.11.2020
up to 4.00 P.M.
Ill. Last date of submission of e-tender 02.11.2020 up to 4.30 P.M.
IV. Last date for Physical submission of Earnest Money and cost of
tender documents etc. 03.11.2020 up to 11.00 A.M.
V. Date of Technical Bid opening and evaluation 03.11.2020 at

PR 234832 (Drinking Water and Sanitation)20-21#D

3. | Earenst Money to be Rs. 2, 06,100 Name of work : CWSS to 3 Municipalities, 8 TP|  povoimate value ) ) 11.30 A.M.
deposited Sl | and 2452 Rural Habitations in Sivagangai| of\ork (Rs.in Crore Bid Security VI. Date of Financial Bid opening. To be announced separately.

4. | Cost of Tender Document | Rs. 5,900 No-| Distict with iver Cauvery as source induding| - ingiying GST) (Reintakhs) Bidding documents can be down loaded from the Website
- = maintenance for a period of 5 years.(Period of| 9 X .
5. | Last Date & Time of Submisson of tender bid | 13.11.2020 (11.00 hrs.) completion - 30 months) Existing | Readas | Exising | Readas http://hptenders.gov.in. the document downloaded from the site

of tender should not be tempered and if any such tempering is detected

1 | Package - | 22600 | 22050 | 11500 | 111.00 ] . ) :

6. | Date & Time of opening of tender document 13.11.2020 (11.30 hrs.) 5 before or after the opening of bids, the bidder shall be penalized

7. [Website particulars where complete details of | wwwireps.govin Package - | 37800 | 377.00 | 190.00 | 189.00 and blacklisted. Other terms and condition shall remain same as

’ tender doucments can be seen CEEE 3 | Package - Il 40000 | 391.50 | 200.00 | 196.00 given in the bid document which can be seen on the website. The

Note: 4 | Package IV 356.00 | 350.50 | 180.00 | 176.00 Executive Engineer reserves the right to reject any tender or all ten-
(i) The tenderer/s must be registered on the Indian Railway E-Procurement| | 5 | Periodof sale of bid documents Upto 5.45 P.M on 31.10.2020 ders without assigning any reasons.

System (IREPS) site i.e. www.ireps.gov.in for participating in e-tender system. 6 | Last date for receipt of tenders Upto 3.00 P.M on 02.11.2020 . E)fef:lft“’e Engineer,

(i) For all terms and conditions please refer tender doucment. 7 | Opening of tenders At 3.30 PM on 02.11.2020 Jal Shakti Division, Sarkaghat

HIM SUCHNA AVAM JAN SAMPRAK

(iii) No manual offers are acceptable.
(iv) Cost of Tender document and Earnest money will be acceptable through net
banking or payment gateway only.

DIPR/ 3971 /TENDER/2020

SAVE WATER, CONSERVE WATER, EVERY DROP COUNTS

All other terms and conditions already published remain unaltered.

3883/HP

Chief Engineer (i/c),
TWAD Board, Madurai

No.: 230-TRS-GZB-2019-20-22 Dated: 20.10.2020
Serving Customers with a Smile

== MADHYA PRADESH POWER TRANSMISSION CO. LIMITED
(i) Block No.3, Shakti Bhawan, Rampur, Jabalpur - 482 008
5 Phone:(0761)270-2264, 2179, 2164, 2140, 2135, 2134 Fax:0761 2665593

Online Tenders are invited against TR-32/2020 for- Procurement of 220/132/33 KV,200MVA Power
Transformer, TR-33/2020 for- supply of all materials and complete construction of 132KV 2Phase-
2Wire transmission lines for RTS Katangi, RTS Ishnagar, RTS Simariyatal alongwith
construction/shifting of 132KV feeder bays at corresponding substations of MPPTCL on turnkey basis.
TR- 34/2020 for- Various types of Steel Sections. TR- 35/2020 for- all material and construction of
various 132KV transmission line feeder bays & 2nd circuiting of transmission line (83.3Km 132KV line,
38No. feeder bays, 158 Km. 2nd circuiting), (In MP East). TR-36/2020 for- all material and construction
of various 220/132KV transmission line, feeder bays & 2nd circuiting of transmission (92 Km
transmission line,43 No. feeder bays,83Km. 2nd circuiting, (In MP West) for further details please visit
our website. e-mail-mptransco @nic.in
/ISAVE ENERGY//

2323/2020

Chief Engineer (Procurement)

Government of Odisha
Office of the Executive Engineer
Rural Works Division, Nabarangpur

e-mail-eerwngp @redifmail.com, Phone No. 222023

@

0-487
Letter No. 3296

Date: 20.10.2020
e-Procurement Notice
Name of the work -
Total No. of works
Approx. Estimated Cost
Class of Contractor
Periode of Completion

Procurement Officer

Building Works
01 (One) Nos.
Rs. 233.63 lakhs
“A” “B” Class of Contractor
12 (Twelve) Months
Availability of tender Online for bidding Date & Time of
From To Opening of Tender

1 2 3 4 5 6
Rural Works Division-I, Nabarangpur | EERWNGP-Online-08/2020-21 | 01 (One) Nos. [05.11.2020 at 10.00 AM|23.11.2020 up to 3.00 PM| 24.10.2020 at 11.00 AM
For Details can be seen from the Government website: www.tendersorissa.gov.in

Bid Identification No. No of works

Sd/-
Executive Engineer,
Rural Works Division, Nabarangpur
OIPR-25092/11/0008/2021

DELHI JAL BOARD: DELHI SARKAR
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (SOUTH) IV
O.H.T O.L.A Ph-ll: OPPOSITE GOVIND PURI: NEW DELHI-20.
e-mail: eesouthiv498@gmail.com/Tel. 011-26388976
"STOP CORONA; Wear Mask, Follow Physical Distancing, Maintain Hand Hygiene"
Press N.L.T. NO: 23 S-IV (2020-21)

S. Name of work Estimated Date of release of Last date/time of
No Cost tender in receipt of tender through
(in Rs.) |e-procurement e-pr it i
1. |Providing laying internal D.1. water distribution system in Shaheen Bagh(Abul|8,03,61,502/-| 2020_DJB_195852_1 26.11.2020
Fazal Enclave Part-1l) in Okhla Constituency AC-54 under EE(South)IV 21.10.2020 up to 3.00 pm

Further details in this regard may be seen at (https://govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in)
ISSUED BY P.R.O. (WATER) Sd/- (Rajeev Kumar Gupta)
Advt. No. J.S.V. 199 (2020-21) EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (SOUTH) IV

weiesr, Department of Higher, Technical Education and Skill Development
ok i Government of Jharkhand, Ranchi
e ADVERTISEMENT

Invitation of online application for the post of Vice Chancellor,

Jharkhand University of Technology, Ranchi

The Search Committee constituted in accordance with the Jharkhand University of
Technology Act, 2011 for recommending a panel of names for the post of Vice Chancellor,
Jharkhand University of Technology, Ranchi invites online application from interested eligible
candidates having scholarly pursuit, academic interest, administrative ability and other
desired qualifications.

Allthe instructions and link regarding submission of online application are available on
website having URL www. jharkhanduniversities.nic.in sd/-

Joint Secretary,
Department of Higher, Technical Education and
Skill Development, Govt. of Jharkhand-
-Cum- Co-ordinator, Search Committee

PR.NO. 234779 Higher Education,Technical Education and Skill Development Department(20-21):D

Government of Jharkhand

Dr. Ram Dayal Munda Tribal Welfare Research Institute
Ranchi-834008

Ref no- 787 Ranchi, Dated 22.10.2020

Expression of Interest
Dr. Ram Dayal Munda Tribal Welfare Research Institute (TRI), Ranchi invites Expression of Interest (EOI)
from interested Universities (all colleges)/Department of Universities /Govt. Organization/Research
Institutes / Non-Government Organisations (which have experience of research work in academics) for
undertaking a Research Project of TRI, Ranchi during the year 2020-2021:
TOPIC: A historical study of tribal chiefdoms of Jharkhand: Kherwar of Ramgarh, Munda of Bundu
Bhumij of Jungle Mahal, Nagwansi of Ranchi, Santhal of Hazaribagh & Others.
Interested agencies are hereby requested to submit Expression of Interest (EOI) duly forwarded by the
registrar of universities {applicable Universities (all colleges)/Department of Universities only} along with
a technical bid giving relevant details of the organization necessary for evaluating the competencies on or
before 06 / 11/ 2020 by 4.30 P.M. The price should be all-inclusive of (all requisite statutory taxes, if
applicable) and not open-ended.
The intending agencies may submit their bid in a sealed envelope on or before the due date. The technical
proposal should be sealed in a separate envelope clearly marked in BOLD “A TECHNICAL PROPOSAL
FOR TOPIC: A historical study of tribal chiefdoms of Jharkhand: Kherwar of Ramgarh, Munda of
Bundu, Bhumij of Jungle Mahal, Nagwansi of Ranchi , Santhal of Hazaribagh & Others. (Please
specify the name of the concerned work)” written on the top of the envelope. These envelopes are to be
addressed to the Director, Dr. Ram Dayal Munda Tribal Welfare Research Institute (TRI), Morabadi,
Ranchi-834008. TRI will not be responsible for delay in transits or damages or loss of tender document sent
by post.
Technical Bid will be opened on11/11/2020 at 3.30 P.M in the office of the Director, TRI, Ranchi.
Only those agencies which fulfill technical criteria will be considered for the presentation of the project.
Terms of Reference (ToR) and other details can be obtained from the office of the TRI on any working day
during office hour to meet concerned Nodal person and the same can also be downloaded from the website
www.trijharkhand.gov.in (http://59.145.222.53/twri/tenders.php) or through Institute E-mail id-
tri.directorate@gmail.com by specifying the topic & details of Institution / Organization Interested.
TRI, Ranchi reserves all rights to accept or reject all or any of the EOI's at any stage without
assigning any reasons. TRI, Ranchi also reserves the right to engage/impanel one or more Research
Institutions depending on requirements. Sd/-
Director
PR 234810 Schedule Tribe, Schedule Caste, Minority and Backward Class Welfare Department (20-21)_D

Government of Jharkhand
Dr. Ram Dayal Munda Tribal Welfare Research Institute,

Ranchi-834008
Ranchi, Dated 22.10.2020
Expression of Interest

Dr. Ram Dayal Munda Tribal Welfare Research Institute (TRI), Ranchi invites Expression of Interest (EOT)
from interested Universities (all colleges)/Department of Universities /Govt. Organization/Research
Institute /Non-Government Organization (which have experience of academic research) for undertaking
aResearch Project of TRI, Ranchi during the year 2020-2021:

TOPIC: Study on Sonet Santhal Samaj and Tundi Ashram movement in Jharkhand from 1960 to
1980.

Interested agencies are hereby requested to submit Expression of Interest (EOI) duly forwarded by the
registrar of universities {applicable Universities (all colleges)/Department of Universities only} along with
a technical bid giving relevant details of the organization necessary for evaluating the competencies on or
before 06/ 11/ 2020 by 4.30 P.M. The price should be all-inclusive of (all requisite statutory taxes, if
applicable) and not open-ended.

Ref no-786

The intending agencies may submit their bid in a sealed envelope on or before the due date. The technical
proposal should be sealed in a separate envelope clearly marked in BOLD “ATECHNICAL PROPOSAL
FOR TOPIC: Study on Sonet Santhal Samaj and Tundi Ashram movement in Jharkhand from 1960 to
1980. (Please specify the name of the concerned work)” written on the top of the envelope. These
envelopes are to be addressed to the Director, Dr. Ram Dayal Munda Tribal Welfare Research Institute
(TRI), Morabadi, Ranchi-834008. TRI will not be responsible for delay in transits or damages or loss of
tender document sent by post.

Technical Bid will be openedon 11/11 /2020 at 3.30 P.M in the office of the Director, TRI, Ranchi.

Only those agencies which fulfill technical criteria will be considered for the presentation of the project.
Terms of Reference (ToR) and other details can be obtained from the office of the TRI on any working day
during office hour to meet concerned Nodal person and the same can also be downloaded from the website
www.trijharkhand.gov.in/ (http://59.145.222.53/twri/tenders.php) Instittue website or through E-mail
tri.directorate@gmail.com by specifying the topic & details of Institution / Organization Interested.

TRI, Ranchi reserves all rights to accept or reject all or any of the EOI's at any stage without
assigning any reasons.TRI, Ranchi also reserves the right to engage/impanel one or more Research
Institutions depending on requirements. Sd/-

Director
PR 234809 (Schedule Tribe, Schedule Caste, Minority and Backward Class Welfare Department) 20-21 (D)

Biju Patnaik University of Technology, Odisha

Rourkela
No. BPUT/IV/IExam/385/20/4119 Dated 22/10/2020

EXPRESSION OF INTEREST FOR E-EXAMINATION

The Biju Patnaik University of Technology (BPUT), Odisha with its headquarters in Rourkela
was established through an Act of the Government of Odisha in 2002. The Primary objectives
of BPUT are to provide a uniform curriculum, examination and evaluation system for the
Undergraduate as well as Post-Graduate Degree in Engineering; Management; Computer
Application; Pharmacy and Architecture. The University also offers M.Tech and Ph.D
programmes in many of these branches. There are over 150 colleges spreading across the
state of Odisha and the present student strength is around 90,000.

The University invites EOI without any consortium in sealed envelope from the reputed,
professionally & financially sound and duly registered companies/ agencies/ organizations
which have required experience in e-examination, Digital Evaluation, and (Pre- and Post
Examination), Student On-Line Services and Remote Proctored On-line Computer/ Laptop /
Android Based Mobile Examinations for any affiliating University or Universities to carry
forward the existing e-examination system, digital evaluation, on-line remote proctored
examinations (if pandemic situation continues) and services for the University.

Procedure for submission of EOI : Vendors proposing to submit EOI are advised to submit
their proposals in a closed and sealed envelope super scribed with “EXPRESSION OF
INTEREST FOR E-EXAMINATION” latest by 10th November, 2020 addressed to the
Registrar, Biju Patnaik University of Technology, Chhend, Rourkela-15, Odisha by
Speed Postonly.

The EOI be submitted along with all supporting documents in compliance with the
requirements of EOl. The companies will be short listed after details scrutiny by the
designated Committee. The short listed parties will be required to present a demonstration
regarding their expertise and experiences with additional services rendered to any affiliating
university or universities.

The Final Tender document will be uploaded once the presentations are over in due course of
time. A committee will finally scrutinize, and financial bids will be invited only from those who
shall meet desired requirements strictly as per the tender requirement.

The University reserves the right to accept or reject any or all the EOls / Tender at any stage of
the process without assigning any reason. No correspondence in this regard shall be
entertained. Sd/-

REGISTRAR

New Delhi
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Nawaz Sharif

PAKISTAN

Govt to Britain:
Deport Nawaz
from London

Islamabad: Pakistan hasre-
quested the UK for a third
time to deport former PM
Nawaz Sharif from London
to serve his prison term in
the country after being
sentenced in corruption
cases, according to a me-
dia report on Thursday.
Sharif; ousted from power
in 2017 by the Supreme
Court on corruption
charges, is in London for
medical treatment. A let-
ter for his deportation was
handed over to the British
High Commissioner here
three weeks ago, Dawnre-
ported. The letter has cited
Britain'sownimmigration
laws of 1974 under which
any person sentenced to
imprisonment of more
than four years had to be
deported. PTI

THAILAND
Emergency
decree cancelled

tocalmprotests

Bangkok: Thailand's gov-
ernment Thursday can-
celled astate of emergency
for Bangkok after the em-
battled PM suggested the
gesture to cool massive
student-led protests seek-
ing democracy reforms.
The revocation of the
emergency decree was
published in the govern-
ment gazette, and took ef-
fect at noon Thursday. PM
Prayuth Chan-ocha went
on national television on
Wednesday night to ap-
peal to pro-democracy
protesters to reduce polit-
icaltensions and promised
to lift the emergency
measure. AP

POLAND
Topcourtrules
againstabortion
for birth defects

Warsaw: Poland’s top
court has ruled that a law
allowing abortion of fe-
tuses with congenital de-
fects is unconstitutional.
The decision by the coun-
try's Constitutional Court
on Thursday effectively
bans terminating preg-
nancies in cases where
birth defects are found
and will further limit ac-
cess to abortions. The rul-
ing came in response to a
motion from right-wing
lawmakers who argued
that terminating a preg-
nancy due to fetal defects
— the most common rea-
son cited for legal abor-
tions in Poland — violates
a constitutional provision
that calls for protecting the
life of every individual. AP

Trump, Biden in final

MICHELLELPRICE
WASHINGTON, OCTOBER 22

AFTER MEETING last month in
perhaps the most chaotic debate
in modern history, President
Donald Trump and his
Democratic rival, Joe Biden, will
take the stage Thursday to give
itanother go.

The bar to improve upon
their last prime-time meeting is
low: Their first debate was punc-
tuated by frequent interrup-
tions, mostly from Trump, leav-
ing the two men talking over
each other and Biden eventually
telling the president to “shut up”.

A planned second debate
didn't happen after the presi-
dent was diagnosed with the
coronavirus and refused to par-
ticipate ina virtual format. Biden
and Trump instead participated
in dueling town halls on com-
peting television networks.

Thursday’s debate marks the
candidates’ second and final face-
to-face meeting, with Election
Day less than two weeks away.

After viewers of the last pres-
idential debate bemoaned the

on during open discussion, leav-
ing it likely there will still be lots
of crosstalk during rebuttals.

Since the last debate, Trump
was diagnosed with and hospi-
talised for Covid-19. The
Republican has cast the virusand
his own infection in positive
terms, resumed holding large
campaign rallies and attacked the
government's top infectious-dis-
ease expert, Dr. Anthony Fauci.

Biden, who has portrayed
the Trump administration's re-
sponse as an abject failure, regu-
larly wears a mask, holds small
in-person campaign events and
releases his Covid-19 test results,
which so far have been negative.

Following a summer marked
by protests across the country over
racialinjustice, Trump hasrepeat-
edly portrayed himself as a greater
champion for Black Americans
than Biden is while emphasizing
alaw-and-order theme. But dur-
ing the last debate, Trump gave a
reluctantanswer whenaskedifhe
would condemn white suprema-
cists, and he refused to outright
condemn afar-right fascist group,
instead telling them to “stand back
and stand by”.

moderator'sin- Biden,
ability to cut off who fre-
the candidates’ m ' quently ac-
microphones, 5 knowledges
the nonpartisan “ systemic
Commissionon racism, has
Presidential accused the
Debates re- RACE FOR president of
sponded with encouraginga
alr)1 announce- THE WHITE rise of v%lh;gte
ment this week HOUSE supremacy
thateach candi- - - and armed

date's micro-

phone will be turned off while his
opponent gives a two-minute an-
swer toan initial question oneach
debate topic. After those initial
replies, the microphones will stay

US proposes not
to issue business
visa for H-1B
speciality
occupations

LALITKJHA
WASHINGTON, OCTOBER 22

THE US State Department has
proposed not to issue temporary
business visas for H-1B speciality
occupations which allowed sev-
eral companies to send their
technology professionals for a
short stay to complete jobs on
site in the US, a move which
could affect hundreds of Indians.

The proposal, if finalised, will
eliminate any misconception
that the "B-1 in lieu of H policy”
provides an alternative avenue
for foreign professionals to enter
the US to perform skilled labour
thatallows, and potentially even
encourages them and their em-
ployers to circumvent the re-
strictions and requirements re-
lating to the H non-immigrant
classification established by
Congress to protect the US work-
ers, the State Department said.

The move, made public on
Wednesday, less than two weeks
ahead of the November 3 presi-
dential election, is likely to im-
pact several Indian companies
which send their technology
professionals on B-1 visas for a
short stay to complete jobs on
site in the US.

According to the notification,
the State Department estimates
this proposal will affect not more
than 6,000to 8,000 foreign work-
ers per year, specifically aliens in-
tending to provide services in a
specialty occupationin the US.PTI

militias, while
Trump casts Biden as responsi-
ble for helping send millions of
Black Americans to prison with
a 1994 crime law when Biden
was a senator. AP

debate, with mute button

Donald Trump speaks at a rally at Gastonia Municipal Airport in North Carolina. Ap/PTI

Can’t afford 4 more yrs: Obama shreds Trump

LALITKJHA
WASHINGTON, OCTOBER 22

FORMER US president Barack
Obama delivered a diatribe
against his successor Donald
Trump on Wednesday, accusing
him of mismanaging the pan-
demic, as he appealed to the
people to come out and vote in
favour of Democratic presiden-
tial candidate Joe Biden.
Jumping into the electoral
campaign in support of his for-
mer vice president Biden and his
running mate Senator Kamala
Harris, Obama appealed to the
people to defeat Trump and elect

the Biden-Harris team on
November 3.

"They have a plan for the
economy and the coronavirus
pandemic,” Obama said in his
maiden campaign appearance,
asserting that the "Biden-Harris
team will bring character and
leadership back to government"”.

“We cannot afford four more
years of this, Philadelphia,”
Obama said in his blistering at-
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BACK ON EARTH

NASA astronaut Chris Cassidy shortly after landing near Dzhezkazgan, Kazakhstan on
Thursday. Cassidy, along with Roscosmos' Anatoly Ivanishin and Ivan Vagner, safely returned
to Earth after a six-month mission on the International Space Station. Rosaviatsiya via AP

Hariri back as PM in crisis-hit Lebanon

SARAHEL DEEB
BEIRUT,OCTOBER 22

LEBANON'S PRESIDENT tasked
former Prime Minister Saad
Hariri with forming a new gov-
ernment Thursday, bringing back
the veteran politician a year after
he was toppled amid nationwide
protests against widespread cor-
ruptionand a flunking economy.

President Michel Aoun desig-
nated Hariri to form the next gov-
ernment after a slight majority of
votes from lawmakers, securing
the return of an old name to lead
the country desperate for change.

Hariri now faces a more im-

Saad Hariri
willforma
government
for the
fourth time

poverished Lebanon, devastated
by a massive August explosion
that defaced Beirut, but also a
more determined opposition.
The 50-year-old takes the
helm with a sense of urgency and
more involvement by interna-
tional leaders who have warned
Lebanon is on the verge of col-
lapse. Hariri pledged to quickly
form a new government - his
fourth in the last decade - to halt

the economic collapse, calling it
the "last and only" opportunity.

The task is enormous, amid
an unprecedented economic cri-
sis and stiff opposition, includ-
ing from former political allies
and protesters who had been de-
manding change.

“Saad, don'tdream of it,” read
posters raised by protesters, who
see him as a symbol of an en-
trenched political class they
blame for the country's woes.

In the past year, Lebanon's
currency has collapsed, losing
nearly 80 per cent of its value.
The gigantic August explosionin
Beirut's port, has compounded
the crises.

tack against Trump, which is
quite unusual for a former pres-
ident against an incumbent one.
“The idea that this White
House has done anything but
screw this up is just untrue,”
Obama said at a drive-in rally.
“Tweeting at the television
doesn't fix things. Making stuff
up doesn't make things better.
You've got to have a plan. We lit-
erally left this White House a
pandemic playbook... They prob-
ably used it to prop up a wobbly
table somewhere," he said.
Referring toarecent newsre-
port that Trump maintains abank
account in China, the former US
president said, "He's got a secret

Chinese bank account. How is
that possible? Can youimagine if
I had had a secret Chinese bank
account when [ was running for
re-election. You think Fox News
might have been a little con-
cerned about that. They would
have called me Beijing Barry."
“Donald Trumpisn't going to
protect us. He can barely take the
basic steps to protect himself. If
he'd actually been working the
whole time, it never would have
gotten this bad," Obama said.
Describing it as the "mostim-
portant election of the lifetime”,
Obama urged his countrymen to
gooutand vote and notto be com-
placent like they did in 2016. PTI

US intelligence
agencies say
Iran, Russia have
tried to interfere
in 2020 election

REUTERS
WASHINGTON, OCTOBER 22

US DIRECTOR of National
Intelligence John Ratcliffe said on
Wednesday that Russia and Iran
have both tried to interfere with
the 2020 presidential election.

Ratcliffe made the an-
nouncements at a hastily
arranged news conference that
also included FBI Director Chris
Wray.

The announcement two
weeks before the election
showed the level of alarm
among top U.S. officials that for-
eign actors were seeking to un-
dermine Americans’ confidence
in the integrity of the vote and
spread misinformation in an at-
tempt to sway its outcome.

“We have confirmed that
some voter registration informa-
tion has been obtained by Iran,
and separately, by Russia,”
Ratcliffe said during the news
conference.

Most of that voter registration
is public. But Ratcliffe said that
government officials “have al-
ready seen Iran sending spoofed
emails designed to intimidate
voters, incite social unrest and
damage President Trump.”

US.intelligence agencies pre-
viously warned that Iran might
interfere to hurt Trump and that
Russia was trying to help himin
the election.

Canada avoids snap polls

AGENCIES
TORONTO,OCTOBER 22

JUSTIN TRUDEAU'S Liberal gov-
ernment avoided being toppledin
a confidence vote Wednesday af-
teramajority of Parliament mem-
bers voted against a Conservative
motion to create a special anti-cor-
ruption committee.

The Liberal government had
declared the motion to be amat-
ter of confidence.

Trudeau's Liberal party won
re-election last year but does not
have a majority of seats in
Parliament and must rely on at
least one opposition party to re-
main in power. The leftist New
Democrat party and Green par-
ties voted with the government
to avoid an election.

“It was about paralyzing the
government in the middle of a
pandemic,” Liberal House leader
Pablo Rodriguez said of the at-
tempt to create the committee.

Rodriguez had said the mo-
tion would allow the opposition
to pull Cabinet ministers from
their work and require them to
testify "day after day.”

New Democrat leader
Jagmeet Singh in announcing
that his party would vote with
the government said the party
wants to focus on what Canada
needs during the pandemic.

Liberal House leader Pablo
Rodriguez, in charge of negotiat-
ing with other parties, wel-
comed the end of what he called
a ridiculous and abusive
Conservative motion.

“Parliament chose to back

In tightly-controlled Azerbaijan, pain and loss drive war fever

THENEW YORKTIMES
BAKU,OCTOBER 22

AS DUSK fell, the sound of wail-
ing carried on the soft evening
breeze. Women filled the court-
yard of a small house, keening
over a coffin draped in the na-
tional flag. Men clustered in
hushed groups in the narrow al-
ley outside.

The working-class neighbor-
hood of Ahmedli, in the
Azerbaijani capital, Baku, was
mourning its first martyred son
since war broke out anew be-
tween Azerbaijan and Armenia
in the southern Caucasus three
weeks ago. Eldar Aliyev, 26, a
manager in one of Azerbaijan’s
biggest finance companies and
a volunteer soldier, had spent
barely two weeks at the front be-

fore returning home in a coffin.

Azerbaijan has not released
numbers of military casualties,
but funerals are underway,
bringing the war home to its
people. As well as Mr. Aliyev, a
colonel of the army was also
buried in Baku on Sunday.

“If the nation calls, he has to
go,” said Mr. Aliyev’s father,
Suleyman Eldar Aliyev, standing
against a wall and leaning on a
crutch. “Long live the nation.”

Azerbaijanisin full war mode
as it engages in the heaviest
fighting since the original con-
flict with Armenia in the early
1990s over the disputed territory
of Nagorno-Karabakh, an ethnic
Armenian district inside
Azerbaijan. Azerbaijan suffered
abitter defeat then, losing about
13 percent of its territory, with
as many as 26,000 dead and
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Azerbaijan army soldiers fire an artillery piece during the
fighting. Azerbaijan's Defense Ministry via AP

around 800,000 displaced.
That's where matters stood
for 26 years of a frozen truce, in-
terrupted periodically by spasms
of violence that were quickly
tamped down by outside pow-

ers. But Azerbaijan, an oil-and-
gas-rich former Soviet republic,
has been quietly rearming for
years. When clashes broke out
three weeks ago, the country
plunged into an all-out war to re-

claim the lands it lost.

Around the capital of Baku,
signs of war fever are not hard to
spot. The country’s bright three-
colored flag hangs from every
public building, while giant
screens along the main streets
downtown play horrifying video
footage of precision drone strikes
onArmenian soldiers. Every few
days,

President Ilham Aliyev, who
has ruled the country since in-
heriting the office from his father
in2003, speaks to the nation and
announces the names of villages
and towns that have been newly
“liberated.”

Azerbaijan is a tightly con-
trolled society where dissent is
quickly quashed. Criticism of the
war, where it exists, is muted. Yet
the general mood is overwhelm-
ingly supportive. In numerous

interviews, Azerbaijanis ex-
pressed their frustration that
peace efforts led by France,
Russia and the United States
have never brought a resolution,
despite repeated United Nations
resolutions in Azerbaijan’s favor.

“This is not Aliyev’s war,” said
Zaur Shiriyev, the South
Caucasus analyst for the
International Crisis Group, in ref-
erence to the president. “It is all
of the people’s war.”

The declared capture of some
of their home districts has fired
the refugees with excitement
but also brought painful emo-
tions flooding back.

“We were crying and smiling
at the same time,” said Ulker
Allahverdiyev, 78, a refugee at
the derelict school building who
lost her husband and a sonin the
war.

New Delhi

after Parliament vote

Justin Trudeau

Canadians rather than political
games,” he told reporters, saying
he had made no concessions to
the New Democrats to win their
support. Both parties compete
for the same center-left segment
of the electorate.

Liberals would win 35% pub-
licsupportand the Conservatives
31%if avote were held today,are-
sult that could produce another
minority Liberal government,
said Frank Graves, president of
polling company EKOS Research.
More than 70% of Canadians say
they do not want a snap election
during the pandemic, according
to an EKOS Research poll.

The opposition Conservatives,
the New Democrats and Bloc
Quebecois have argued that the
Liberals are avoiding scrutiny of
contracts and programs set up to
deal with the pandemic.

The Liberals temporarily
closed Parliament in August,
which shut down the work of
existing committees probing the
We Charity deal.

Trudeau has said he should
have recused himself from a
Cabinet decision to award a con-
tract to We Charity to adminis-

Putting his
political
survivalon
® theline

EXPLAINE

THE CREATION of com-
mittees is usually a low-
key affair, but Justin
Trudeau pushed to make
the Conservative pro-
posal a matter of confi-
dence, placing his politi-
cal survival on the line to
fight what he called a bid
to paralyze the work of
Parliament.

National opinion sur-
veys have given
Trudeau'’s Liberals mostly
good marks for handling
Covid-19, but the country
has reported an average
of 2,401 new cases aday
over the past week, and
the second wave is
clouding the economic
outlook.

ter money to students having
trouble finding work due to the
pandemic.

The almost billion-dollar pro-
gram came under scrutiny after
it was revealed that We Charity,
an organization Trudeau's fam-
ily has worked for, was chosen to
administer it.

Trudeau's wife, brother and
mother have been paid a com-
bined $221,000 for speaking ata
number of We Charity events.

The Conservatives have said
the committee could explore the
We Charity deal.

US Senate panel nod for subpoenas
to Facebook, Twitter CEOs

REUTERS
WASHINGTON, OCTOBER 22

THE US Senate Judiciary
Committee voted to subpoena
the chief executives of Twitter
and Facebook after the social
media platforms decided to
block stories from the New York
Post that made claims about
Democratic presidential candi-
date Joe Biden’s son.

The vote passed along party
lines with 12 Republicans ap-
proving the motion. The 10
Democrats on the committee
were not present for the session
over its consideration of Judge
Amy Coney Barrett’s Supreme
Court nomination, which the
panel approved.

Committee Chairman

Lindsey Graham said he hoped
the subpoenas would give the
panel some “leverage to secure
(the CEOs’) testimony” if they did
not come and testify voluntarily.

The CEOs of Facebook and
Twitter will testify on allegations
of anti-conservative bias at a yet-
to-be-determined date. The
companies have come under
heavy criticism from conserva-
tives over their decision to flag
the two New York Post stories as
spreading disinformation and
their attempts to clamp down on
distribution of the stories.

The CEOs of Facebook and
Twitter along with Alphabet’s
Google chief will also testify in
front of the Senate Commerce
Committee on October 28 about
a key law protecting internet
companies.
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SK Gupta, CMD, REC, inaugurated a CSR project undertaken by
REC worth Rs. 1.34 Crore in NAB, New Delhi, in presence of A
Choudhury, Dir. (Fin), REC, Dr. SN Srinivas, CEO, REC Founda-
tion and others.

CSR- NFL

Virendra Nath Dutt, C&MD, NFL, distributed 95 cotton
plucking machines free of cost to the farmers under the
company’s GSR programme held in Haryana recently.

MEETING-NBCG

R Chaudhari, Dir. (Comm.) accompanied by PSharma, GM
(BD), called on HE Mossi Nyamale Rosette, Ambassador of
DRC at Congo Embassy, to discuss NBCC’s participation in
upcoming infrastructure Development works in DRC.

EVENTS,

ANNOUNCEMENTS,

RAISING DAY-PAWAN HANS LTD

Sanjeev Razdan, CMD, Pawan Hans Ltd hoisted the
Company’s Flag on the occasion of 36th Raising Day of
Pawan Hans at CO, Noida. CMD, PHL congratulated and
extended good wishes to all.

LAUNCH-LIC

LIC of India has introduced New Jeevan Shanti plan which is
a Non-Linked, Non-Participating, Individual, Single Pre-
mium, Deferred Annuity Plan. This plan can be purchased
offline and online from October 21, 2020.

COLLABORATION-CRPF

CRPF has recently collaborated with IITD, DRDO, and
JATC to augment its R&D capabilities and to create a
pool of highly specialized technology experts from
among its officers.

LAUNCHES,

CSR

INAUGURATI

Dharmendra Pradhan, Union Minister of P&NG&S, inaugu-
rated IndianQil's compact reformer plant and launched the
much-awaited trial run of Delhi's buses on (HCNG) recently at
the Rajghat Bus Depot-I of DTC.

MoU-EIL

Tarun Kapoor, Secy, MoP&NG and RK Sabharwal, Dir.
(Comm.) with additional charge of CMD, EIL, signed the
MoU for FY 2020-21, in presence of other senior officials of
MoP&NG and EIL.

OPENING-PUNJAB & SIND BANK

Punjab & Sind Bank opened 3 new branches at Ahmed-
abad, Surat and Vadodara in a day in Gujarat at the
hands of S Krishnan, MD & CEO and AK Das, ED.

INITIATIVES,

Government of Jammu & Kashmir

NOTICE INVITING e-TENDER

Nlet. No.F.21 (3-1) Agri (SS)/2020-21/P/2497, dated 17.10.2020

State of Tripura.

Seed during Rabi, 2020-21.

only.
12:00 P.M.

Details may be obtained from
http://tripuratenders.gov.in

ICA-C/1931/20

The Department of Agriculture & Farmers Welfare,
Tripura invites an e-tender in single Bid system for
supply of 165 MT Hybrid Paddy seeds for Rabi, 2020-
21 from the concerned Hybrid Paddy Seed Producing
Firms or their authorized distributor operating in the

Name of works- Supply of 165 MT of Hybrid Paddy

Estimated Cost- Rs 4,76,85,000/- (Rupees four 1
crores seventy six lakhs and eighty five thousand)

Bid Submission end date & time- 27.10.2020 at

Bid opening date and time- 27.10.2020 at 3:00 P.M.

(Dr. D.P. Sarkar)
Director of Agriculture

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER MECHANICAL HOSPITAL AND

CENTRAL HEATING DIVISION SRINAGAR

Gist of e-tender

NIT No: MHCHD/TS /2020-21/174/e-tendering

Dated 21.10.2020

For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor of Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir, e-tenders, valid
for 180 days, are invited from the Registered , reputed & experienced firms as detailed in the
NIT for below mentioned works:

NTPC Dadri is striving to become the cleanest coal fired
plant in the country and is complying with all the CPCB
guidelines on emissions. All the emission parameters are
being monitored online and transmitted to CPCB on a real-
time basis. NTPC Dadri has also pioneered co-firing of
Biomass pellets along with coal in the boilers. The pellets
are made of husk or agro-residue which would have been
burnt otherwise in the figlds increasing the pollution in NCR
region. More than 8000 Tons of pellets have been fired in
the boilers of NTPC Dadri, which is equivalent to almost
4000 acres of farm fire avoided.

IRCTC has carefully revamped its SOPs and is ready with
tours for train travel enthusiasts. The firstin this series is the
4 nights/5 Days “Padharo Rajasthan Tour” which will start
from Delhi on 18th November 2020 and cover Jodhpur and
Jaisalmer, along with many other tourist attractions. IRCTC
has planned the tour packages at a very competitive
package cost starting from Rs. 23,350/- per person for
domestic tourists.

Russian Embassy in India At the initiative of the Chairman
of the United Russia party Dmitry A. Medvedev, supported
by leaders of the main ruling parliamentary parties of the
Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) states, the
International Inter-Party Forum SCO+ is being held in a virtual
format from 21 to 23 October, 2020. Main theme of the event
— Economy for People. Within the Forum, there are several
thematic platforms dedicated to various aspects of
supporting green technologies, combating dangerous
infectious diseases and their consequences, developing
digital economy and digital technologies in general, socio-
economic cooperation between the regions of the SCO
countries and regional security issues. Total number of
participants in full-time and part-time forms is expected to
be about 1000 delegates from over 30 countries.

AAI has undertaken the construction work for a New
Integrated Terminal Building at Pune Airport. With massive
built up area of more than 5,00,000 sq. ft., the new terminal
will be constructed at an estimated cost of Rs. 475 cr. The
swanky new terminal building will be able to process 2300
passengers (1700 Domestic & 600 International) during
peak hours. More than 40% of the work is completed and
the new building is likely to be completed by March, 2022.
The revamped terminal building will enable the airport to
handle growing passenger traffic & ease the congestion

APPOINTMENTS,

inside the terminal.

BSF Sanjeev Kumar Singh IPS, Ex-ADG BSF left for
heavenly abode on 16th October 2020. A dynamic and
highly proficient IPS officer with expertise in all aspects of
policing, strong leadership qualities and efficient
management skills, he commanded the Eastern
Command of Border Security Force with astute
professional competence. His proactive approach
enabled BSF Eastern Command to excel on the
operational front along Indo-Bangladesh border leading to
curbing of smuggling activities to a great extent. He was
a highly decorated officer who had been awarded with
the Indian Police Medal in 2003 and President's Police
Medalin 2011 for his outstanding contributions. Director
General and all ranks of BSF offer their heartfelt
condolences to his bereaved family for the irreparable
loss and stand by his family at this difficult time.

Russian Embassy in India The central theme of the 6th
BRICS Parliamentary Forum, which will be held under the
Russian BRICS Chairmanship on October 27 via
videoconference, is BRICS Partnership for Global
Stability, Shared Security and Innovative Growth:
Parliamentary Dimension. Issues of strengthening of
the key international institutions such as the UN and the
World Health Organization along with issues of building a
system of international relations on the principles of
mutual respect and respect for sovereignty will also be
discussed at the meeting. The Forum participants also
plan to discuss issues of improving the standards and
quality of life of citizens of the BRICS countries, preparing
legislative initiatives to improve the healthcare
systems, issues of social protection and economic
recovery in the pandemic conditions, as well as the
further development of parliamentary cooperation within
the BRICS. The heads of the BRICS parliamentary
delegations will address the Forum participants.

IGNOU has been awarded Five Star Rating for Innovation
and Startups by the Ministry of Education’s Innovation
Cell (MIC) for the year 2019-2020. On the basis of the
performance of the various Institute's Innovation Councils
(ICs), they have been evaluated following a very stringent
criteria. Out of more than thousand Universities, Institutes
and Colleges including Technical Institutes, only 110 have
been awarded with Five Star rating. IIC at IGNOU carried
out various activities aimed at promoting innovation,
startups and entrepreneurship in the university by
involving the faculty and the students..

Providing Central Heating system to
various sections of viz. CSSD & doc-
tor’s room no. 6 at old blood bank of
Govt. SMHS Hospital, Srinagar.

Name of Work Est. Cost Cost of Earnest | Validity of | Position of
(Rs. in T/Doc. Money |completion| AAA/Funds
Lacs) (In rupees) (Rs) (in Days)
2 3 4 5 6
1.22 200 2400 05 Available

tions, Bill of

Sd/-

1. Downloading of Bids:- The NIT Consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifica-
quantities (B.0.Q), Set of terms and conditions of contract and other details can be
seen from the departmental website www.jktenders.gov.in from 21-10-2020 (18.00 hrs) and can 5.
be downloaded from 21.10.2020 (18.00 hrs).
2. Uploading: The bidders shall deposit their bids in electronic format on the above web site from 22-
10-2020 (10.00 hrs) to  04-11-2020 (18.55 hrs ') in two (02) covers.
3. Opening of Bids:- The bids received upto due date and time shall be opened on 05-11-2020 at 14.00
hrs or any date convenient to the department in the office of Executive Engineer, MHCHD,

Srinagar.

Tripura

No: MHCHD /TS / 5024-28

Dated: 21-10-2020
DIPK-7840

Executive Engineer,
MHCHD, Srinagar.

Sd/-

MOVEMENTS,

ELECTRONICS CORPORATION OF TAMIL NADU LIMITED

3. Kindly refer the
https://tntenders.gov.in for details.

4. Pre-bid meeting will be held on 03.11.2020 at 11.00 Hours at the

office ofthe MANAGING DIRECTOR, ELCOT, CHENNALI.

Deadline for online submission of bids: on or before 11.00 hours

(IST) on 25.11.2020 to the above website

6. Date of online Bid opening: at 15.00 Hours (IST) for Package 1 and
15.30 Hours (IST) for Package 2 and 16.00 Hours for
Package 3 on 25.11.2020.

ELECTRONICS CORPORATION OF TAMIL NADU
692, Il Floor, M.H.U. Complex, Anna Salai, Nandanam, Chennai-600 035

CELEBRATIONS

a7

e

CHENNAI - 35 (ELCOT)

BID NOTICE NO. ELCOT/HWD/ICERS - Cell/TNRSP - 11/2020-21
National Competitive Bid (NCB) Dated 23.10.2020
Single cover System by e — Procurement

1. The Managing Director, ELCOT for and on behalf of Highways
Department, ICERS Cell, TNRSP - I, invites bids for Procurement of
Tablets, Laptops, Desktops and UPS for Chennai and Villupuram
Region (Package — 1), Salem, Tiruppur, Coimbatore and Trichy
Region (Package - 2),
(Package —3) - Through World Bank Project

2. The bid document is available from 23.10.2020 at 15.00 hours and
should be submitted online in the website, https://tntenders.gov.in

Invitation For Bid (IFB) uploaded in

Madurai and Tirunelveli Region

MANAGING DIRECTOR,

DIPR/3973/TENDER/2020 e-mail: md@elcot.in URL: www.elcot.in
e T
s g TS e [y R B GOVERNMENT OF MEGHALAYA
| Mo CLoE FARTHE
A e B T | DIRECTORATE OF ARTS & CULTURE SHILLONG MEGHALAYA
= T e :||!|.rr:.|l-1||.n.||1l-l FRHCAINCEEEHT ST B2, § M2 PR ] K LA o TP nETT No. DAC/ARCH/26/2020/Pt.11/39, Dated: the 20th October, 2020
3 Ghikitooct T Cetoorans DATED 04 065 20 LAY IPOG. 2536048 FLECT. SU8 STATICNS. + 7 QTHER 11.41.3020 ' Ui Ll ol Ml preri-poach o buls ey i
M| I e vATE R 4 R NOTICE INVITING TENDER
8 g = el COHETAUTTION OF PARS: CUH WY MSHALLA b e 2187 LACS bl b e i Sealed Tenders affixing non- refundable court fee stamp of Rs. 2,000/~ (Rupees Two thousand)
PUBLIC FEALTH LArw, - TECHHICAL PROPCIAL POR MCvioes sepenase [ o only are invited from interested registered Class | contractors for construction of the work
1 LGl ROt DEPARTALAT, FCNEFE 14 ACEalinG afla, ¢ DALERIE STFRELTS OF LADAYE ToahTd L 1300 LACS Ldr- W o ErLCuTIH CREGIREDA .
KL ISEHETES CASTROCT, CURLESHETIWG 4 | STTHEN WK 1 D3 112060 mentioned below.
5 ST 41 A I AR - T g ey A DL 2 D ey . Tender Fee non- Tender | Earnest Mone
i I'rIH'C_IFI £iL, ER N THIC N L 1 L\“II'H.I"CH 16 Nl HARILA-HEVA KD - :I LR 1) A1 LRES TOMODA, MO 2110 Ry I"'C'H‘I_I T, y
: TR AN THEMT LA LG R OTHEE WOAnES : 0.10.2020 | oo = il R ol S5 Name of the project refundable (Rs.) Value Deposit(Rs.)
FU T CRERIZI (35 Fa TR LARH F0 U R TORS FACLLTY AT S T Fra At ey - oy fcheier i ey, niL DITE - LRI T sy : H i
| L IR P THE HT LG B HATIGHEL FARE, DISTRICT QUALGAAN 4 [ OTHER WORK 20102060 HCLLLAC forpe e it R el i ﬁogségjlcgzg;;r:'?SI;eslt/nﬁteesgte;gila?;;;k Rs. 16.000/- 16.39 |1% for Tribals 2%
[emiavin POR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT - wiansr haryunaeprocursment.gew.in ar wisw-atendshry.nic.in West Garo Hills District, Meghalaya. o crores | for Non Tribals
- - 1. Tender documents can be downloaded from the tendering website
il https://meghalayatenders.gov.in from 20/10/2020 To 10/11/2020 and to submit the Tender
VEI a 'jl ey fee receipt in the office of The Director Arts & Culture Shillong in the form of DD/Bankers

Cheque issued in favor of “The Director, Arts & Culture, Shillong, Meghalaya” Payable at
Shillong.

Bidders are requested to submit the Earnest Money Deposit (EMD) receipt in the office of
The Director, Arts & Culture, Shillong, Meghalaya in the form prescribed in the tender
document issued in favour of “The Director, Arts & Culture, Shillong, Meghalaya” Payable at
Shillong, Meghalaya.

Pl Phala. Pure Khao Plyo.
THE PUKJAB STATE COOPERATIVE MILK PRODUCERS FEDERATION LTD. 3C0O 153-155, SECTOR 34-A, CHANDMMGARH-160022. EPABX NO. 017 2-5041812-68 2.

@ Tendas aen bareky Invitad [or the purchass and supply ol follaseng lema - Notice Inviting Tender

Lazt Devle & Timn
of Su b beslan o

Datn & Time:
of opining

Dt & Timo for

Conlras] Padod
Canira: fi Sala'dawninadiag

Quariky

Corsignes’ Placo of
Tandar Dpening

EMD
Fs.]

Marva ol {ha llem [
|

Tendar
Coal (B,

: of aacors oulinal ool edender o etnrdérs 3.The last date for pre-bid queries is 28/10/2020 through the-mail on
t | a) B0ER Jumbo Tapa: Nl'rfll ??&Tr . ﬁﬁ:ﬁ:aﬁ;m - 5 [0 A :.Mm -:.5|1|1r.3-uz:| 'J'II_E"'_rlll‘ljz:l_fll_ll‘S artsandculturemegh @gmail.com and Pre-bid meeting will be held on the 30/10/2020 in
b mﬁ Easa 23 300 it o . ooy A . the Office of the Director, Arts & Culture, Shillong, Meghalaya.
e | Any Other Color 13520 Rl TN 6. The deadline of online bid-submission is 11/11/2020 and deadline for hard copy of Tender
Fees and EMD in original is 11/11/2020.
3 :IE-'E"{F'F' Tapa:- S s 7. The Technical Bid Opening date is 17/11/2020.
b | 520 ke N0 Rl 8. Deduction like GST, Forest Royalty, Cess and Security deposit will be executed accordingly
7 e s T 020 TR Technical BE as per the prescribed rate by the Government from time to time.
. | Dok Chose Fassi S0 Ky o Uz (6.5 2000 Brief eligibility criteria & terms and conditions.
b | Choon Chig WA kg 1000 224 LG AR at 1. The Bidders should have successfully completed similar works during the last 5 years:
B | Lo Frast iAo kg ik (a) 01 (one) work costing not less than Rs. 13.11 Crores of State/Central Government.
3. | GO 41500 Ky ik - 200~ 31020 2511300 Tiehsizal bid (b) 02 (two) works costing not less than Rs. 09.83 Crores of State/Central Government.
|I]E":.I.-.|'.'.| i u'-'[:;:'l;'x 2"'2 [';T"Fﬁ (c) 03 (three) works costing not less than Rs. 06.55 Crores of State/Central Government.
z - 2. The prospective applicants/tenderers shall have their own necessary plants and machineries
4. | lads tor lom Gocam Cares - <00 T & E?m C-E:IEE‘[IE!J Tﬁ.".i?‘.l;."‘ for the execution of construction works.
:I:-T.':‘:i-lni '3 ::_2 m,}:.-:.‘:,-, 1t .j;’,;',,- at 200 3. The tenderers shall have requisite Technical Personnel for the construction works.
8. | faper Galon e e G000 102 ShA1anD P 4. The available Bid Capacity of the applicant shall be more than the total bid value.
izl £, 000 Hos - Uz 0% 4 2000 5. The Bid shall remain valid for a period of 180 days with effect from the date of opening of the
i 4Ly 7,500 Mo 100 A0TRT ARS i tender.
5L B1.000 Mes il 6. Earnest Money Deposit shall be in Bankers Cheque / Fixed Deposit Receipt drawn in favor
fi, | &hrnk Fim 1340 Ky oa: L 40 DN 2210200 g | B ] Troanical i of the Director, Arts & Culture, Shillong, Meghalaya.
|-'.kr::|1M 1nur:'.§.u ?'5: :.ﬂ-"m 7. All bidders shall enclose Tender Fee Receipt along with their bid.
— — — = . - A e o A et WA : LR 8. For details contact phone number +91 94361-19181
Bkl v il v dn gy raquitia Teea e Paceci = Mo Tesiagh onving o oy o i ghdedi Voot cand ! gedting segdstssal g a-lardiaring fpskart, EM0) l.'ma;ll::-en'n_n.*.n;.n:r_,'lhru.-:_ﬁm 1 ek ::a!q..m_hw.a'.'-_ sd/-
WEFTIRTGS, Intamet Basking. Forparbcipatng n e above plence, e porting slonl o ko gel remessves ragsirad wilh oo a-Tendaimg paislis, éprac. penjabgowinsnd gel USER 10 gnd Passiond weilimitima, Fas
dorwrbcording S Srougs sendeing process fiow. pleass conact efocunemant bep dask on ghven Mos, T1TL20000E B0 mmadialaly =o fal process of bosly regisTation and downioading e tender iz Director
coimgieded in bma by e dake of kerderopening. Foradd tonad detai s iegarcing o- fencier ng pisa se vis we ted i e proc. punjab. go In Tender processing Feals on- Rundabie Arts & Culture
Keate: Comigzraurs famywil beuploededon wetsiemly. Gariera? Maneger [FLMPURCHASE) MIPR No.1111 Dated 22.10.2020 Shillong, Meghalaya
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Note: Gold, silver rates at Delhi spot market; gold per 10 g, silver per 1 kg; Brent crude as of 1930 IST
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— CovID-19 VACCINE —
LATE-STAGE TRIALS

SUNNY VERMA &
PRABHARAGHAVAN
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER22

THE GOVERNMENT is “com-
mitted” to providing the fund-
ing required to vaccinate
India’s population against
Covid-19,butis yet tosetaside
any amount for this purpose,
according to senior governm-
ent officials. With various vac-
cine candidates progressing to
late-stage human trials here,
some experts feel the cost that
the Centre will bear may be-
come clearer by early 2021.

“We are yet to get the ex-
act estimates on the cost of
vaccine shots. At this stage, no
amount has been setaside for
vaccination, but the govern-
ment has committed that
whatever is required for the
purpose will be provided. That
commitment is there,” a sen-
ior Finance Ministry official
told The Indian Express.

According to Health Secre-
tary Rajesh Bhushan, “suffi-
cient” financial resources are
available with the government
to go in for a procurement for
mass vaccination against. The
final cost will depend on a va-
riety of factors, including how
many doses are to be given of
the vaccines thatare approved
and how the candidates under
testing turn out.

“The price of a single dose
and price of two-dose vaccines
— because most of the vac-
cines that are being worked
across the globe are two-dose
vaccines—is still evolving,”
Bhushan said on October 13.

Until these candidates
prove their safety and efficacy,
whatever figure is “bandied”
around is “just a figure”, he
said during a briefing on the
efforts made by the Health
Ministry to tackle the pan-
demic. Once multiple vaccines
manage to demonstrate their
safety and efficacy, the prices
of these vaccines are expected
todecline “drastically”, he said.

The government will have
to ensure it is financially and
logistically prepared to vacci-
nate “atleast” 300 million per-
sons by mid-2021 ifitwants a
shot at containing the spread
of the virus here, said Public
Health Foundation of India
president Dr K Srinath Reddy.

“..We are really looking at
allthe essential services being
immunised and all the people

‘Committed’ to
mass vaccination,
govt yet to finalise
fund allocation

APfile

who are above the age of 55
being immunised at least ...
then you can say that you are
likely to achieve some degree
of containment,” he added.

According to Reddy, the
costing will have to take into
account the additional cold
chain infrastructure and
trained personnel required for
vaccinating this population. It
will also have to account for
the awareness tobe generated
at a community level to pre-
pare the targeted population
to be immunised when the
time for vaccination arrives.

"We do not know which
vaccine is going to come out
first, whether it is going to be
an Indian vaccine manufac-
tured on scale or a foreign vac-
cine commissioned to India
and on what terms of sharing
atwhatprice," said Reddy.Itis
also difficult to speculate the
required budget for the gov-
ernment at this point because
it is also not clear whether
India will be exercising price
controls, he said.

While it is unclear how
much additional cold chain ca-
pacity is required, Bhushan
earlier this week said the gov-
ernmentwas prepared to vac-
cinate at least 30 million
healthcare professionals, in-
cluding 20 million frontline
workers and seven million
doctors and paramedics, at a
moment’s notice.

“For those 3 crore (30 mil-
lion), we can do vaccination
even today. We have the cold
chain, we have the vials, we
have syringes, we have every-
thing,” Bhushan said on the
sidelines of a briefing.

According to him, India has
“surplus” domestic capacity,
both for vials and syringes.

“We are in constant touch
with the manufacturers. We
also have anexisting inventory
within the Ministry of Health
and Family Welfare ... so, we
willbe utilising our inventory,”
said the secretary.

Full report on
www.indianexpress.com

—— BRIEFLY —

Reserve Bank
on QR codes

Mumbai: The Reserve Bank
of India (RBI) has decided to
phase out non-interoperable
proprietary QR (quick re-
sponse) codes operated by
payment system operators
(PSOs)and directed them to
shift to UPI QR or Bharat QR
codes for payments. ENS

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 22

A SUBJECT expert committee
(SEC) has recommended that the
country’s apex drug regulator
grant approval to Bharat Biotech
for conducting late-stage human
trials of its Covid-19 vaccine can-
didate Covaxin in India.

“After detailed deliberation
and based on the available evi-
dences, the committee recom-
mended for grant of permission
to conduct Phase IlI clinical trial
subject to the condition that the

‘Wisheconomy

was circus lion’

New Delhi: Aday after the RBI
Governor, the Sebi chief and
the DEA secretary spoke on

the economy, senior primary efficacy endpoint for
Congress leader P Chidam- symptomatic cases should be
baram on Thursday took a amended..,” stated minutes of the
digatthem, saying he wishes

the economy was a “circus
lion” that would respond to
the stick of the ringmaster.

‘Infrafocusin

next stimulus’

New Delhi: NITI Aayog Vice
Chairman Rajiv Kumar said
the economy might end up
with a lower contraction in
the current fiscal than pro-
jected by various organisa-
tions and stressed that the
next stimulus should focus
on short-gestation infra-
structure projects. PTI

PRESSTRUST OFINDIA
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER S

SUZUKI MOTOR Gujarat Pvt Ltd
(SMG), a subsidiary of Japan’s
Suzuki Motor Corporation for pro-
duction of automobiles in India,
on Thursday said it has achieved
accumulated production of
101lakh units.

The company achieved the
milestone on October 21 thisyear,
becoming the fastest production
site of Suzuki toreach 10lakh units,

NEW RETAIL INFLATION SERIES FOR INDUSTRIAL WORKERS

Base year shiftedto 2016, no
changein deamess allowance

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 22

THE GOVERNMENT on Thursday
launched the new series for retail
inflation for industrial workers
shifting the base yearto 2016 from
2001. The government, however,
said that dearness allowance,
which is linked to the Consumer
Price Index for Industrial Workers
(CPI-IW), will remain unchanged
for now. “As of now, there will be
nochangeindearnessallowance,”
Labour Bureau Director General
DPS Negi said.

To make the new series com-
parable with the older one, the
Ministry stated thatithastobe cal-
culated using a linking factor of
2.88.Taking this into account, the
CPI-IW for September is 118, and
with linking factor it works out to
be 339.8 as against 322 in the cor-
responding period last year in the
earlier series.

The CPI-IW is mainly used for

CoviD-19 ImrACT

Weightage
forfood
@ groupdrops

EXPLAINED

UNDER THE new series,
the weightage for the food
group has gone down to
39.17 per cent from 46.2
per cent in the 2001 se-
ries, while the weight of
miscellaneous items, such
aseducation and health
hasrisen to 30.31 per cent
from 23.26 per cent.

determining dearness allowance
(DA) paid to central/state govern-
ment employees and workers in
the industrial sectors besides fix-
ation and revision of minimum
wagesinscheduled employments.

The new series also incorpo-
rates the changesin the consump-
tion pattern of the working class
families since the earlier base year

0f2001.Under the new series, the
weightage for the food group has
gone down to 39.17 per cent from
46.2 per cent in the 2001 series,
while weight of miscellaneous
items, like education and health
has risen to 30.31 per cent from
23.26 per cent. The weight of
housing and clothing and
footwear have changed to 16.87
per cent from 15.27 per cent and
t06.08 per centfrom 6.57 per cent.

Weight of fuel and light seg-
ment will now have a weight of
5.5 per cent as against 6.43 per
cent earlier, while pan, supari, to-
bacco and intoxicants will hold
2.07 per cent weight as against
2.27 per cent.

Inthe new 2016 series, 88 cen-
tres have been covered as against
78 centres in the 2001 series. The
sample size for the conduct of
Working-Class Family Incomeand
Expenditure Survey, on the basis
of which weighting diagrams have
been derived, was increased to
48,384 families from41,040in the

2001 series, Labour Minister
Santosh Kumar Gangwar said.

The number of selected mar-
kets for collection of retail price
datahasalsobeenincreased to317
under the 2016 series compared
t0 289 covered in the 2001 series.
The number of items directly re-
tained in the index basket has in-
creased to 463 items over 392
itemsin the old series.

Labour Secretary Apurva
Chandra said that it's been said
that the dearness allowance is
linked to an outdated index, but
hereon, the aimis to keeprevising
the series every five years.

As per the recommendations
of the International Labour
Organization (ILO), Index Review
Committee (IRC) and National
Statistical Commission (NSC), the
base year of price index numbers
should be revised at frequent in-
tervals, generally notexceeding 10
years to reflect the changes that
take placein the consumption pat-
tern of consumers.

‘Outlook in real estate sector optimistic for next six months’

Sentiment in the real estate industry remained pessimistic in July-September amid the pandemic, but the outlook for
next six months is optimistic with signs of revival in demand, a survey by Knight Frank-Ficci-NAREDCO said

~ Respondents
570/0 who opined
that the economy is going to

grow and improve in next six
months

40 pts: ‘Current Sentiments
Score’ during July-September
period, rising from record low of
22 points in previous quarter,
but still in pessimistic zone

52 pts: ‘Future Sentiment
Score’, which is in optimistic
zone, rising from 41 pointsin
previous quarter

WHY IS ITIMPORTANT:
The survey — which took into
account developers, banks,
financial institutions and
private equity players
operating in the sector —

attributed the revival in
sentiments to the “remarkable
upturn seenin the real estate
business, especially in the
residential segment, in the
third quarter of (calendar year)
2020 as aresult of the
unlocking process”

Source: Knight Frank/
Ficci/NAREDCO/PTI

BIDDING UNDER OPEN ACREAGE LICENSING POLICY

ONGC bags 7 blocks,
OIL 4 in latest round

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 22

STATE-OWNED OIL and Natural
Gas Corp (ONGC) and QOil India
(OIL) have won all the 11 blocks
offered in the latest bidding
round for oil and gas exploration
blocks, the Directorate General
of Hydrocarbons said on
Thursday.

ONGC won seven blocks
while OIL won the other four
blocks, with only one bid com-
ing from the private sector from
Invenire Petrodyne Ltd.

ONGC had also dominated

CRITERIAFORCOVID
POSITIVE PARTICIPANT

B The subject expert
committee has also
set various criteria for
aparticipant tobe a
confirmed
symptomatic case
confirmed by a
positive RT-PCR test

SEC's meeting on the matter dated
October 20.

The SEC of the Central Drugs
Standard Control Organisation
(CDSCO) has recommended that

Of about 1.58 million
units produced in India
in FY2019 by Suzuki,
SMG accounted for 25%

the company said ina statement. It
crossed the record in just 3 years
and 9 months since starting pro-
ductioninFebruary 2017, itadded.

SMG, which supplies exclu-
sively to Maruti Suzuki India, had
started production at the plant lo-

the previous round of bidding,
winning all six of the blocks of-
fered in the fourth round, offered
under the Open Acreage
Licensing Policy (OALP).

Experts have said the lack of
interest from private players in
recent rounds of OALP bidding
has been aresult of alack of pol-
icy clarity from the government
and unsuitable taxation and reg-
ulatory conditions. A proposal by
the Petroleum Ministry to re-
duce the oil cess charge on do-
mestic production of crude has
been rejected by the Finance
Ministry, according to govern-
ment sources.

CDSCO panel recommends nod
for phase III trials of Covaxin

once a suspect case is confirmed,
the principal investigator at the
trial site will evaluate the clinical
information to classify it as a
symptomatic case.

The committee has also set
various criteria for a participant to
be aconfirmed symptomaticcase
confirmed by a positive RT-PCR
test. This includes either one or
more symptoms such as short-
ness of breath, new onset anos-
miaoraguesia, oxygen saturation
levels of less than 94 per cent or
pneumoniadiagnosed by chest X-
ray or CT scan, fever, chills and
new cough. “The events not meet-
ingthe primary endpoint shall be
categorized as secondary end-
points,” stated the minutes.

Suzuki Motor Gujarat output at 10L

cated at Hansalpur in Gujarat,
with the Baleno model, followed
by Swiftin January 2018, and sub-
sequently commenced manufac-
turing for exports in March 2018,
itsaid. InJanuary 2019, the second
production site, B Plant, and the
Powertrain Plant started the oper-
ation to meet the growing needs
inIndiaand abroad.

Of approximately 1.58 million
units produced in India in FY2019
by Suzuki, SMG accounted for 25
per cent with approximately
4,10,000 units, the statement said.

Any customer can
avail our horizontal 5G
platform: Qualcomm

NANDAGOPAL RAJAN
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 22

DURGA MALLADI, senior vice-
president and general manager,
4G/5G, Qualcomm Technologies,
Incon Wednesday said his com-
pany was “working with several
partners in India” and around
the world and any customer was
free to build on the horizontal 5G
platform announced by it.

“Our solution is horizontal
platform, so we are not provid-
ing acomplete solution anyway.
So, any customer of ours can

avail themselves of this horizon-
tal platform and then it is up to
them to start building the soft-
ware and the rest of the stack on
top of it and come up with a full
blown solution,” he told indian-
express.com at a roundtable as
part of the Qualcomm 5G
Summit.

A day earlier, the telecom
major had announced a tie up
with Reliance Jio and its wholly
owned subsidiary Radisys
Corporation to “develop open
and interoperable interface com-
pliant architecture based 5G so-
lutions with a virtualised RAN".

International market data till 1900 IST

CREDIT SUISSE REPORT

‘Despite Covid, wealth

of Indian adults rises
marginally in 6 months’

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,OCTOBER 22

THE AVERAGE wealth of Indian
adults rose marginally by $120
(about Rs 8,800) to $17,420 (Rs
12.77 lakh) at end-June 2020, as
against $17,300 as of December
2019, showing some growth de-
spite the Covid pandemic and
lockdowns, Credit Suisse said ina
report.

Over the first half of 2020,
while average wealthrose by only
1.7 per cent, Credit Suisse esti-
mated that the full rise for 2020
will be 5-6 per cent and 2021 will
see growth of about9 per cent. The
countryhad9,07,000adultsinthe
top 1 per cent of global wealth
holders, which is a 1.8 per cent
share, it said.

With 4,593 ultra-high-net-
worth individuals in the country
as of end-2019, India came in
fourth after the US, China and
Germany. India had approxi-
mately 912,000 millionaires, ac-
counting for 2 per centof 51.9 mil-
lion millionaires globally asatend
2019. “Household wealth in India
is dominated by property and
other real assets, although finan-
cial assets have grown over time,
now forming 22 per cent of gross
assets. In 2019, non-financial as-
sets rose by 12.5 per cent com-
pared to 8.6 per cent growthin fi-
nancial assets, Credit Suisse Global
Wealth Report said.

ULTRAHNIs

4,593

W With 4,593 ultra-high-net-
worth individuals in the
country as of end-2019, India
came in fourth after the US,
China and Germany.

“Annual growth of wealth per
adult averaged 9.7 per cent over
2000-2019 using current exchange
rates, and 12.1 per cent with con-
stant exchange rates,” it said.

Anthony Shorrocks, econo-
mist and report author, said:
“Given the damage inflicted by
COVID-19 on the global economy,
it seems remarkable that house-
hold wealth has emerged rela-
tively unscathed. Wealth acts as
a form of self-insurance that
households candraw upon when
times are hard. Initially, the im-
pact of the pandemic was felt
mainly via the sharp worldwide
decline in equity prices.”

In Asia Pacific, there were
45,920 ultra-high-net-worth
adults with net worth exceeding
$50 million as at end 2019. Asia
Pacificis the highest contributor of
household wealth. Total house-
hold wealth was $167,271 billion
in June 2020, 42 per cent of the
global total of $400,180 billion,
Credit Suisse said.

Adani takeover of
three airports to be
complete by Nov 11

At Mangaluru, Lucknow and Ahmedabad

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 22

THE ADANI Group would be tak-
ing over the operations, manage-
mentand development of the air-
portsat Mangaluru, Lucknow and
Ahmedabad from the Airports
Authority of India (AAI) by
October 31, November 2 and
November 11, respectively, said an
official press release on Thursday.
The AAL in its release, added
that the Ministry of Civil Aviation
has signed MoUs (memorand-
ums of understanding) with three
entities of the Adani Group to pro-
vide services such as customs, im-
migration and security at the
above mentioned three airports.

“The AAland concessionaires
of Ahmedabad, Lucknow and
Mangaluru airports will be com-
pleting conditions precedents as
prescribed in the concession
agreements and the concession-
aires will be taking over the oper-
ations, management and devel-
opment of airports as under:
Mangaluru airport : 31.10.2020;
Lucknow airport : 02.11.2020;
Ahmedabad airport : 07.11.2020,”
the AAI press release said.

In February 2019, the govern-
ment privatised six major airports,
i.e. Lucknow, Ahmedabad, Jaipur,
Mangaluru, Thiruvanantha-
puram, and Guwabhati. After a
competitive bidding process,
Adani Enterprises won the rights
torunall of them. WITHPTI

BIP/Info/889

Bureau of Investment Promotion

Notice Inviting Bid

Date: 16.10.2020

|da i mara sifraifya vd glenfire) dverm

Sant Longowal Institute of Engineering and Technology
(Deemed to be University under MoE)
Longowal-148106, Distt. Sangrur, Punjab

TENDER NOTICE NO. PUR/e-Tender/26/2020-21

E-tender is invited for purchase of equipments under projects in two bid system from
Manufacturers, Authorized Distributors / Dealers / Suppliers having GST / IGST & PAN Number
etc. Detail can be downloaded / seen at website of institute www.sliet.ac.in or
www.tenderwizard.com/SLIET.

For any query please contact Mr. Pavitar Singh on 08146699866 or e-mail:
pavitar.s@etenderwizard.com, eprocsangrur@gmail.com

Assistant Registrar (Store & Purchase)

(TRa SRR & AT g9 fazafaemea)
KONKAN RAILWAY CORPORATION LTD

(A Government of India Undertaking)

Regional Office : Shirwad, Karwar
Karwar - 581306, Tel: (08382)283168, Fax No.(08382) 283152
E-TENDER
On behalf of Konkan Railway Corporation Ltd, Regional Railway Manager,
Karwar invites Sealed Bids from Experienced Contractors for Supply,
Installation, Testing and Commissioning of PLC based SCADA system
through OFC based communication for Remote ambiance monitoring &
operation of Ventilation system in place of existing dupline based SCADA
system for Karwar & Barcem Tunnel under Karwar region in the state of
Karnataka and Goa on KRCL route. Tender Notice No.: KR-KW-EL-T-4-20
Date : 23/10/2020. Cost of Work: Rs. 51.63 Lakh (excluding GST). Last Date
& Time of submission of Bid : 07/11/2020 up to 15.00 Hrs. For further

details please visit : www.ireps.gov.in

ENGINEERING COLLEGE BARMER  « _
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Bids for Procurement of Services of Knowledge Partner for
Industries Department, Government of Rajasthan are invited
from interested bidders upto 2:00 PM of 26.10.2020. Other
particulars of the bid may be visited on the procurement portal
(http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in, http:/sppp.raj.nic.in) of the
state.

UBN: BIP2021S1,0B00008
DIPR/C/8352/2020

Commissioner (Inv. & NRls)

The Brihanmumbai Electric
Supply & Transport Undertaking

m (Of The Brihanmumbai Municipal Corporation)
TENDER NOTICE
e-tenders are invited for the supply of following items.
(1) 68959 - Repairs/Recond. of 100 MVA Power Transformer, (2) 69008

Rate Contract for supply of Triple Layered Medical Face Masks of Non-
woven material with lace/tie,

RE-INVITED E-TENDERS

(3) 68680.
Note : For more details, log on to website https://mahatenders.gov.in.

PRO/AAM(M)/60/2020. GENERAL MANAGER

Biju Patnaik University of Technology, Odisha
Rourkela

Tender Notice No. BPUT/CS&P /42/19/4115 Dated: 22.10.2020

TENDER NOTICE FOR PRINTING AND SUPPLY OF
PRE PRINTED STATIONARIES FOR PROVISONAL
CERTIFICATES, GRADE SHEETS, HONOURS GRADE
SHEET, MINOR GRADE SHEET, ADDITIONAL CREDIT
SHEETS, MIGRATION CERTIFICATES AND
TRANSCRIPTS (BOTH SIDES STATIC FIELDS) WITH
SECURITY FEATURES

Sealed tenders (two bid system) are invited from reputed and
experienced Agencies/ Firms for Printing and Supply of Pre-
Printed Stationeries for Provisional Certificates, Grade Sheets,
Honours Grade Sheet, Minor Grade Sheet, Additional Credit
Sheets, Migration Certificates and Transcripts (both sides static
fields) with security features. The detail of Tender available in
BPUT website i.e www.bput.ac.in. The University reserves
right to reject any Tender without assigning any reason thereof.
The last date and time of receiving sealed tender by Speed
post/ Registered Post/ Courier addressing to the “Registrar,
Biju Patnaik University of Technology, Chhend, Rourkela -
769015 is 17.11.2020 up to 5.00 pm. The tender received
beyond the due date and time shall be rejected summarily.

New Delhi

REGISTRAR
il B
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Classifieds

PERSONAL

I, MAHESH,S/0 VIKAS CHOPRA
ADD-1, KASHMIRI BUILDING,
BEGUMPUR, MALVIYA-NAGAR,
NEW DELHI-110017.Changed
my name to MAANAD CHOPRA

0040552249-4

I ABHILASHA THAKUR W/O Shri
Ashok Kumar Thakur R/o
377/1,Than Singh Nagar,
Anand Parbat, Karol Bagh, New
Delhi-110005. My Name is
Wrongly Mentioned (Baby) in
my Son (Subodh Kumar) school
records. My Correct Nameis
ABHILASHA THAKUR.
Abhilasha Thakur and Baby
both names are one and the
same lady. Please correct your
records. 0040552209-1

I Army number 5750237P Rank
NK.Name Bhim Singh Lama
Unit 6/8GR age 59yrs resident
at Umkdait Nongmensong
Shillong 19 Meghalaya. My
son’s nameis Yalmang Lama
by bonafide mistake my son’s
name has been wrongly
recorded inrecord office as
YALMONG LAMA instead of
YALMANG LAMA

0040552200-1

IBindu alias Bindu Grover alias
Neha Grover D/o Late Sh.Som
Nath Kwatra W/o Sh.Neeraj
Grover R/0 H.N0.113, Guru Ram
Dass Nagar, Laxmi Nagar,
Delhi-110092 have changed my
name to Neha Grover for all
purposes. 0040552242-3

I Dipti Gupta W/0 Sh. Manoj
Gupta R/032/59-60, Block-32,
West Patel Nagar, New Delhi-
110008 is also known as Shelly.
Both names are of one and the
same person. 0040552242-2

IManoj Kumar S/o Mr. Hizikal
Deyniyal R/0 House No.444,
Block F-1, CPWD Multistorey
Flats, Dev Nagar, Karol Bagh,
Delhi-110005 have changed my
name to Manoj Daniel for all
purposes. 0040552242-1

1V.SubbalakshmiD/oPVV
Rajan W/o Balan Mani R/0
16A/5, W.E.A. Karol Bagh,
Central Delhi, New Delhi-
110005 have changed my name
toRadhika Balanforall
purposes. 0040552242-4

I, Faiyaj Ahamad S/0, Shakil
Ahmad R/0 Kh No 6/19 Shiv
Mandir Colony GaliNo 5
Safiabad Road Narela Delhi
110040, have changed my name
to Faiyaz Ahmad for all
purposes. 0070717898-1

1Dolly W/O.Rajeev Kumar
R/0.WZ-68,0m vihar, phase-2,
Uttam-Nagar, New Delhi-
110059,have changed my name
to Pinky for all purposes.

0040552249-1

I, Jank Dulari W/0 Bishwambhar
Mishra,(Service Number:-
287221N) IAF, R/0O-C-329,
sector-P-3, Greater
Noida(U.P),have changed my
name from Jank Dulari & Janak
Dulari Mishra to Janak Dulari
(D.0.B:-15/05/1954),for all
Future purposes.(Affidavit
Date-20/09/2020)

0040552265-1

I, KANWALJEET KAUR KOHLI W/O
HARMEET SINGH ADD-H.NO-66,
SAVITA VIHAR DELHI 110092,
changed my name to
KAWALJEET KAUR,
permanently. 0040552249-3

I, Narender Singh S/o-Daljit
Singh R/0-H.NO-56, Flat.No-05,
2nd-floor, Hastsal Village,
Uttam-Nagar New Delhi-
110059, my name has been
wrongly-written as Narendra
Singhinthe 10th,12th,
Marksheet of my Son Pravjit
Singh. the actual name of mine
is Narender Singh

0040552246-1

I, Suresh SharmaS/o Late Sh.
Jagdish Chand SharmaR/o
House No.206/241, Gali No. 3,
Phase-2,Laxman Vihar,
Gurgaon, Haryana-122001 have
changed my name from Suresh
Kumar to Suresh Sharma for all
future purposes.

0040552218-1

ILANIL KUMAR KANSAL S/0 Devi
Sahai Gupta R/0-A-
1/107,Paschim-Vihar New
Delhi-110063.Have changed my
Name to ANIL KUMAR.

0040552249-8

l,Aayushi D/o Haridwar Singh
R/0-W-6/603, Tejas-Enclave,
Vayu Sena-Vatika, Sohna-
Road,Gurugram (Haryana)-
122001.have Changed my
name to Aayushi Singh

0040552263-6

l,Ajay Kumar S/0 khem Raj R/O-
AK-34,Shalimar-Bagh Delhi-88
I,have changed my Minor
daughter Navya to Navya
Vinayak. 0040552263-1

l,Taanya Sagar alias Taanya
Vohra,D/0 Sandeep Sagar,W/o
Deepak Vohra R/0-2/450,Top-
Floor,Subhash Nagar,New
Delhi-110027,have changed my
name to Tanya Sagar.

0040552257-1

Itis for general Information that
I, Lavnish Sagar S/o Sh. Mohan
Kishan Sagar Residing at
16/1079-E, Bapa Nagar, Karol
Bagh, New Delhi-110005
declare the name of mine has
been wrongly written as
Lavnish in my SC Certificate
No.
SC/02/32/13820/15/3/2010/921
1008864 The actual name of
mineis Lavnish Sagar
respectively which may be
amended accordingly.

0040552206-1

l, Sanjay Kumar Singh, s/o Shri
V.P.Singh, R/0 B-1, Tower-1,
New Moti Bagh, New Delhi-
110023, do hereby declare that
Sanjay Kumar Singh & and
Sanjay Singhis the name of one
and the same person.
Henceforth, I will be known as
Sanjay Kumar Sing for all
purposes in future.

00405521911

I,VIRENDRA SINGH S/O SHIV
SHANKARSINGH R/O
HNO.622,POCKET-
2,PASCHIMPURI,PASCHIM
VIHAR,DELHI-110063.
CHANGEDMY NAMETO
VIRENDER KUMAR SINGH.

0040552249-6

l,varinder Kumar S/0-Yudhiser
Lal Dudeja R/0O.House.No-506-
A/11,Rattan Garden,Gurgaon
Haryana-122001 Have Changed
my Name to Varinder Kumar
Dudeja. 0040552263-9

1,Shivani Rathore,D/o-Vijender
Rathore,R/0-U-5, Shakarpur,
Delhi-110092, declare that Baby
Shivani and Shivani Rathore
areone and the same person.

0040552263-5

l,Seema, W/0 Varinder Kumar
Dudeja R/0.House.No-506-
A/11,Rattan Garden,Gurgaon
Haryana-122001, Have
Changed my Name to Seema
Dudeja. 0040552263-10

l,Sandesh S/o DS Shekhawat
R/0-P-93/C, Sankar-vihar, New
Delhi-110010,have changed my
name to Sandesh Singh
Shekhawat 0040552263-7

1,SANTOSH CHANDRA BALONI
S/0 MADAN LAL R/0-65-
A,BLOCK-
NU,PITAMPURA,DELHI-
110034.HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO SANTOSH CHANDRA

0040552249-2

I, Reena W/o Ram Avtar, R/o
4534, Shora Kothi, Dal Mandi
Chowk, Main Bazar, Pahar
Ganj, New Delhi, have declared
that Reena Kumari and Reena
are the name of one person, |
have changed my Name as
Reenaforall purposes.

0040552225-1
I, Richa nagar D/O-Amar nath
malik House.no.61, sector-7
urban estate, gurgaon
haryana-122001,changed my
name to Richa malik.

0040552249-7

I,Rajiv Kumar Sharma S/o
Krishan Lal Sharma R/0-A-201,
Om-Vihar Phase-1A Uttam-
Nagar,New Delhi-110059,have
changed my name to Rajeev
Sharma. 0040552257-2

l,Harinder Kumar Banga S/o
Girdhari Lal R/0-79 A/1,Block-
WZ, Street.No.11,Virender
Nagar,Janakpuri, Delhi-
110058,have changed my name
to Harinder Kumar.

0040552263-4

BUSINESS OFFERS

I, SANJEET KUMAR PANDEY,S/0
BAIJNATH PANDEY,ADD-RAJIV
NAGAR, GALI.NO.02, NEAR-
RUCHI PUBLIC-SCHOOL,
BAIYAPUR-KHURD, SONIPAT,
HARYANA-131001, changed my
name to SANJEET PANDEY.

0040552249-5

I, Sachchida nand mishraS/o
Sh. Yugal Kishore Mishra R/o
28, Rail Vihar Noida Sector 33
Uttar Pradesh-201301 have
changed my nameto
Sachchida nand mishra, for all
purposes. 0040552224-1

I, Saloni Saxena W/o Ajay
Saxena R/0 605, SBI Colony,
East of Kailash, Delhi-110065,
have changed my name to
Salonii Saxena

0070717903-1

I, Sundeep Narula S/o Tilak Raj
Narula R/01-58,Ashok Vihar
Phase-1,Delhi-110052,have
changed my name to Sandeep
Narula. 0040552263-8

I,Gangadhar Rajashekar
Lakshman kanth S/o
Rajashekar, Address-D-89,
type-2, motibagh, New delhi-
110021,changed my name to
Lakshman kanth.

0040552263-3

I,Ajay Kumar,S/0 khem Raj R/O-
AK-34, Shalimar-Bagh Delhi-88
I,have changed my Minor

daughter Mehak to Mehak
Vinayak 0040552263-2

Manned Office available in
Taichung Taiwan on
monthly/Deal To Deal basis.
Interested Companies to
contact +91 7696280269.
ibmpl@aol.in

0020412518-1

LOST & FOUND

I, Naveen Kumar R/0-C-126,
Inder-Enclave Phase-1, Kirari-
Suleman-Nagar, Delhi-
110086.have lost my original
certificate class-10th Year-
2012 Roll No-8736531 CBSE
Delhi Mob.8178520469.

0040552257-3

I,Harsh Dhanuka, S/o0 Mahendra
Kumar Dhanuka, 95 B, E-2 Lane,
Eastern Avenue, Sainik Farm,
New Delhi-110062 have lost
property document, builder
buyer agreement of Flat No.
CM-808B, The Camellias, DLF
Phase-V, Sector-42, Gurgaon.
Finder my contact 9810995857

00405522671

Lost my-original 10th & 12th-
class Marksheet 10th
Roll.N0.8800907, from CBSE
passing year-2012 & 12th
Roll.N0.052255153138,from
NI0OS Board.Finder Contact-
Rishabh Sharma,R/0-D-
165,Shiv Durga Vihar,
Lakkarpur,Faridabad,Haryana-
1210009. 0040552249-9

PUBLIC NOTICE

MAY IT BE KNOWN TO GENERAL PUBLIC'S
NOTICE THAT my clients Sh. Jagjeet Singh &
his wife Smt. Balbir Kaur, both residents of
B-1/10, Rajouri Garden, Tagore Garden, West
Delhi-27, do hereby severe all their social
relations with their son, namely Dilpreet Singh,
aged about 27 years (icensee) and daughter-
in-law, namely Manpreet kaur, aged about 27
years, (licensee) presently R/o B-1/10, Rajouri
Garden, Tagore Garden, West Delhi-27, debar
them from all their relations, movable and
immovable properties, as they are disobedient,
disrespectful & unprofessional in nature
Whosoever will deal with them, whether
personally or professionally, shall do so at their
own risk, cost and consequences. My client/s will
not be liable for any of their acts, omissions,
dealings, transactions etc. with immediate effect.
Sd-
(Ankit Batra) Advocate
398, Civil Wing,
Tis Hazari Court Delhi.

PUBLIC NOTICE
This is to notify the general public that
my client Smt. Catherin Prakash W/o
Late Ved Prakash R/o House No. L-43A/2,
Palam Dabri Road, Mahavir Enclave, New
Delhi-45 has debarred her Son Shekhar
Prakash, daughter-in-law Shalu Prakash,
Granddaughter Shierin Prakash &
Grandson Mark from all her movable &

properties with i diate
effect. Anybody dealing with them in any
manner shall do so at his/her own cost,
risk & responsibility. My client shall be in
no way responsible for any acts, deeds &
things done by them.

Sanjay Kapoor & Associates
788, Tis Hazari Court, Delhi

PUBLIC NOTICE

BE IT KNOWN TO PUBLIC AT LARGE
THAT MY CLIENT RAMESH GUPTA S/O
LT. SHRI SIYA RAM GUPTA R/O D-19/A,
GALI NO. 1,
SHAKARPUR  DELHI-110092 HAVE
SEVERED ALL THEIR RELATIONS
FROM THEIR SON AND DAUGHTER-IN-
LAW NAMELY MR. MANISH GUPTA
AND HIS WIFE SMT. NIKKY GUPTA
ALONG WITH THEIR SON NAMELY
ROUNAK GUPTA AND ALSO SEVERED
ALL THEIR RELATIONS FROM THEIR
DAUGHTER'S NAMEY (1) SMT. NEETU
BANSAL ALONG WITH HER HUSBAND
NAMELY SUNIL BANSAL ALONG WITH
HER CHILDRENS NAMELY ANANYA
BANSAL AND ARADHYA BANSAL, (2)
LT. SMT. MAINA GUPTA (DIED IN YEAR
2011) ALONG WITH HER ONLY SON
MR. KAPIL KHANDELWAL, (3) SMT.
POOJA GUPTA ALONG WITH HER
HUSBAND NAMELY SH. KALYAN
SINGH ALONG WITH HER SON
NAMELY ADVIK. THAT MY CLIENT DIS-
INHERITED/ DISOWNED THEM ALL
FROM THEIR FAMILY/ PERSONAL,
MOVABLE  AND  IMMOVABLE
PROPERTIES ~ WITH  IMMEDIATE
EFFECT DUE TO HARASSMENT,
TORTURE,  CRUELTIES  AND
ATROCITIES CAUSED ON MY CLIENTS
BY THEM. ANYBODY DEALING WITH
AFOREMENTIONED PERSONS AND
THEIR CHILDRENS, WILL DO SO AT
HIS OWN COSTS AND RISKS, WITH NO
RESPONSIBILITY AT ALL.
Sd/- CHIRAG SINGAL
(ADVOCATE)
E.NO.:- D/1678/2016
OFF. ADD.:- A-1/1, SECOND FLOOR,
PRASHANT VIHAR, ROHINI,
DELHI-110085

PANDAV  NAGAR,

PUBLIC NOTICE

General Public is hereby informed that my Client
Sh. Jai Kumar(Aadhar No 365948952209) S/O Sh.
Sunder Lal RIO A/30, Jeewan Park, Bindapur Ext.,
Uttam Nagar, West Delhi-110059 have disowned
and debarred his son namely Himanshu (aadhar
no. 4873 28376937) S/O Jai Kumar and his wife
namely Nupur(Aadhar No 702138654048) D/O
Ram Karan and his Grandson Swastik Tondak
(age about 2 years)/ S/O Himanshu from their all
movable & immovable properties and severed their
relations with him due to disobedient and
quarrelsome nature. My client shall not be
responsible for their any kind of act in future. If
anybody dealing with him in any manner shall be
doing s0 at his own risk.
Sdr-
PRADEEP TIWARI ADVOCATE
ENROLLMENT NO. D/2263/2016
Ch. No. 657, Lawyer's Chamber, Dwarka Court
Complex, Sec-10, Dwarka, New Delhi-110075

PUBLIC NOTICE

Itis hereby informed that my client Smt.
Swaraj Bahl W/o Shri D.R. Bahl, R/o H.
No. 9, Deenali, Pltampura, Delhi, has
misplaced/lost the Original Perpetual
Sub-Lease Deed in respect of Property
No. C-69, Pushpanjali Enclave,
Pitampura, Delhi, and lodged a FIR/
NCR vide LR No. 677339/2020, Dt.
22.10.2020, with Police Station Crime
Branch, Delhi. If anybody find the said
document, please inform me at the
above said address or Ph. No.
9873414765 or to the undersigned
within 15 days from the date of
publication of this notice.
Sd/-
SURENDER KUMAR (Advocate)
Enrl. No. D/152/1988.

PUBLIC NOTICE

BE IT KNOW to all concerned that my
clients Shri Abadhesh Mishra S/o
Parmeshwar Mishra and Smt. Veena
Mishra, W/o Abadhesh Mishra R/o
House No. B-85, Gali no. 3 Mukund
Pur Part-1, Mukund Pur Delhi-110042
have disowned and disinherited their
son Shri Chandan Mishra and his
wife Smt Chhoti Kumari from their
movable and immovable properties.
Therefore, my client has served all
connection with them. Hence, any
person dealing with them shall be
doing so at his/her own risk and
responsibility.
Sd/- DEEPAK ARORA
(Advocate)
Ch. No. 504, Civil Side,
Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-54

PUBLIC NOTICE

I, No. JC 594417 Y Rank Sub.
name Parladh Singh of unit 10
JAKLI C/o 56 APO declare that
in Army Record the name of my
Daughter SHEWTA THAKUR whose
Date of Birth is 15.12.1997 has
wrongly been mentioned in my
Service Record as Sheetu & also
the name of my other daughter
OMIKA MAHIYAL whose Date of
Birth is 10.11.2000 has wrongly
been mentioned as Omika
Manhyal which needs to be
correctedin Army Record. Objection
if any may be filed to concerned
authorities

PUBLIC NOTICE

“It is informed to the general public at
large that my clients Shri Narinder
Kumar Mangal and Ms. Sunita Mangal
‘W/o Shri Narinder Kumar Mangal, both
resident of House No. 66, Old Anarkali,
Krishna Nagar, Delhi-110051 do hereby
disown, disinherit their son and daughter-
in-law namely Sh. Sumit Mangal and
Sonal Mangal from all their movable and
immovable properties acquire or to be
acquired once for all due to their
threatened and illegal  activities
detrimental to my clients as well as due to
their being disobedient and disrespectful
towards my clients. My clients also severe
all their relations with their once for all and
my clients will have no concern with them
in any manner whatsoever nor will they be
responsible for their acts of omission and
commission. Any person dealing with
them shall be doing so entirely at his risks
and costs.
Sd/- (NARENDER BHANDARI)
ADVOCATE
Chamber No.: 53, Civil Side,
Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-110054

PUBLIC NOTICE

My client HARINDER PAL SINGH
SON OF SHRI GURSHARAN SINGH
& MRS. SURENDER KAUR WIFE OF
SHRI HARINDER PAL SINGH BOTH
RESIDING AT HOUSE NO. C-60-61,
1°T FLOOR, GANDHI VIHAR, DELHI-
110009, debar their son MR.
PERMINDER PAL SINGH and his wife
KOMAL KAUR and all their legal heirs/
families from all my movable and
immovable property for all time to
come due to their and their families
unfaithful and unobedient behavior.
My client has also severed all their
relation with them.
Sd/- PANKAJ SRIVASTAVA
Advocate
Seat No. 79, Central Hall,
Tis Hazari Court, Delhi-54

Known all Men that my client Dr. Arun
Kumar S/o Shri Vishnu Prasad and
Savita Sharma Wi/o. Dr. Arun Kumar
both R/o. Flat 1103 Tower 02
Crescent ParC Sare Homes Sector
92 Gurugram-122505, have severed
all the relations with his son namely
Sh. Abhishek Kaushik and his wife
Prachi Trivedi disowned them from
all this movable and immovable
properties with immediate effect and
also being disobedient and my client
shall not be responsible for their any
actsand deed.

ANURAG SHARMA -ADVOCATE
CH.NO. 1324, ROHINI COURT COMPLEX,
DELHI -110085 MOB.9871105000

|, Manmohan Singh, S/o Lt S. Attar Singh,
hereby inform the general public that
some documents have been
lost/misplaced from my residence i.e.
Blank Stamp Papers & Plain Papers,
severally and jointly signed by me, my
deceased father Lt S. Altar Singh and m\l/
elder Brother S. Rajinder Singh. All
persons are hereby informed not to deal
or carry out any transaction with anyone
on the basis of the said missing
documents, if anyone transacts that
would be in his or her own risk. If anyone
has already being carried out Kindly
inform/ contact the undersigned on the
below mentioned address within 15 days
from this present. Finder May Contact,

Manmohan Singh, Rio E/5, Rajouri Gard
en, New Delhi-110027 Mob: 9810456315

PUBLIC NOTICE

To be known to all that my client Rita Mitra
Wi/o Late Sh. C.M. Mitra Rlo DG-II/146-C,
Vikas Puri, New Delhi-110018 legal heir of
Flat No.146-C, Pocket-DG-Il Category MIG
situated at Vikas Puri, New Delhi-110018 is
applying for converstion of the aforesaid flat
from lease hold into free hold vide File No. F-
20(9)86/HG with DDA. The Original
documents i.e. DDA Allotment-cum-Demand
Letter, DDA Possession, Site Possession Slip
and Water and Electricity NOC of the above
said Flat have been lost. An FIR to this effect
has been lodged vide LR No. 672075/2020
dated 20-10-2020 with Crime Branch, Delhi.
Any Person(s) claiming any right, interest,
having any objection or found in possession
of original documents may write/contact with
above named person at above address
Phone No0.9873942247 within 15 days from
the date of publication of this notice. The
person claiming any right, interest, objection
with respect to this property can personally
inform or write to Dy. Director (LAB) H or
Director (H) -1, D Block, 3rd Floor, Vikas
Sadan INA, New Delhi

Sd/-SUBHASH C.RAWAT,ADVOCATE

UG-15A,Jaina Tower-ll, Distt.Centre,
Janakpuri, New Delhi-110058

PUBLIC NOTICE

Be it known to all that my client
Dushyant Kumar S/O Balbir Singh &
his wife Suman Lata R/o RZ-P-72,
New Roshan Pura, Najafgarh, New
Delhi-43 have disowned/ debbered
their son Arun & daughter-in-law
Priyanka & grandson from their all
moveable/  immoveable  assets
Iproperties located at anywhere &
also severed all relations with them.
My clients will not concern/
responsible for their any act, deed,
transaction in any manner.
Vikas Bhardwaj
Advocate
30-A, W. Wing
Tis Hazari Court Delhi
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Be it known that my clients,
Ms. Bhavana Hali Kaul W/o
Mr. Bushan Tilak Kaul & Mr.
Bushan Tilak Kaul S/o Shri
Soom Nath, presently
residing at 250-Sainik Vihar,
Rani Bagh, Pitampura, New
Delhi-34, are intending to
purchase the third floor
along with independent and
exclusive rights to terrace
thereon with 22.5 percent
undivided interest/share in
the land measuring 208
square yards bearing no.
E-170 Greater Kailash-1,
New Delhi-48 from Ms.
Subhata Agnihotri w/o Mr
Kamal Agnihotri R/o 7-E,
Gulmohar Avenue, DLF
Chatterpur, New Delhi and
Ms. Vandana Singh W/o Mr.
Dharminder Singh, R/o of
house no. 1/10053-A, Gali
31, West Gorakh Park,
Shahdara, Delhi-32, joint
owners thereof. Any person
or persons having any
objection or claim qua the
aforesaid floors of the
property may submit the
same to the undersigned
within seven days of
publishing of this public
notice. Any objection raised
after the said period shall
not be entertained.

Sonia A.Menon (Advocate)
518, Double Story, New Rajendra

PUBLIC NOTICE
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WESTERN RAILWAY-AHMEDABAD DIVISION

TENDER FOR SUPPLY OF

BOLT SPL MANIFOLD

SMM

President of India invites following
electronic open tenders for supply of
materials.
5290, Brief Description of Material:
Bolt SPL manifold QTY.: 2350 Nos.

Date

closing: 06.11.2020,
Regarding detailed tender notice
containing purchase restrictions and

detaile

visit website:
Manual offers will not be considered.

(DL) SBI on behalf of the

(1) Tender No: 72-20-

& time of E-tender box
11:00 hrs.

d tender conditions, please
Www.ireps.gov.in.

237, f3dfa 7@, Y5 e vwaw, var R s, sap
Tel. & Fax: 0141-2740095, 2740098, 2741679, E-mail: confedmd@gmail.com

@_Wﬂﬂmwﬁmwﬁrﬁa TR

No.: 5057

NOTICE INVITING BID

Date: 20.10.2020

ADI-125

Like us on : [ facebook.com/WesternRly

SI. No. Location Tender ID Bid Submission End Date
IH'EST EEHTRAL M“Ih'lll' 1. |ESIC Regional Office (Delhi) 2020_ESIC_591205_1 | 05.11.2020 (01:00 PM)
@J i¥ica ot he Dy, CETMIRP 2. |ESIC Hospital Rohini (Delhi) 2020_ESIC_591217_1 | 07.11.2020 (01:00 PM)
= | L - -
s i 3. |ESIC Hospital Sahibabad (UP} 2020_ESIC_591578_1 | 09.11.2020 (01:00 PM
hanad. Buldry, Ind 4. |ESICH p't I Noid UP( ) ZOZO_ESIC_591565_1 10.11.2020 (01-00 PM)
Habibgan), B!n_pd-l-ﬁbfl!-l-. : ospital Noida (UP) i - - o )
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FH; 1. Nomn af woch: Majar Empanelment/ Registration of Companies / Firms / Agencies for the

"“1'"“ on - of TI 2:‘!: ' E“ ':3:' work of "Construction of Tunnels and other Ancillary works in
n . . . . .

Mo.: WORBPLTMIZOWET, Dated ;onnect:’o': w:t:( Brgad Gat:ge Ra.llwtayt Lkme Prct:]ezl\:ntRli[e)tgleen

e F L une and Nashik and any other projects taken up by .

Tander:: T #4801 9580, Tander MRIDC intends to shortlist and approve experienced and

Document Cosl; T 5000, Eameat

Moni

Dzlivery!Complotion Paorlod:

¥ Deposit: T 33,2000,

UBN: CCF2021GLOB00007

CONFED, Jaipur Invites Bids for Empanelement from Interested National,

Other particulars of the bid may be visted on the procurement portal.
http://sppp.rajasthan.gov.in and www.eproc.rajasthan.gov.in)

Managing Director

NORTHERN RAILWAY
E-TENDER NOTICE

Tender Closing Date & Time

23.11.2020, 15:00 Hrs.

Advertised Value (Rs.)

42,57,276.79 (incl.GST)

Earnest Money (Rs.)

85200.00

Validity of offer

45Days | Period of Completion [ 120 Days

Website particular &
Address of office

www.ireps.gov.in Divisional Railway Manager's Office,
Northern Railway, Moradabad

No.: Elect/TRD/MB/2020-21/TN-14 Dated : 22.10.2020

2328/20

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

MINISTRY OF LABOUR & EMPLOYMENT, GOVERNMENT OF INDIA

@ EMPLOYEES’ STATE INSURANCE CORPORATION

REGIONAL

OFFICE DELHI, RAJENDRA BHAWAN,

RAJENDRA PLACE, NEW DELHI - 110008

Phone No. :
NOTICE INVITING EXPRESS OF INTEREST

011-25734381, 011-25745044

The Additional Commissioner & Regional Director, ESI Corporation, Regional Office Delhi
invites open online bids from Public Sector Undertakings (PSUs) set up by Central/State
Government or any other Central/State Government Organisation/PSUs notified by MoUD
to carry out ARMO work (Civil & Electrical) on agency charge basis (in Single Bid System).

Tenderers may submit online bids

only.
State : Delhi
Date : 19.10.2020

The tender documents are also available on https:/www.esic.nic.in/tenders.
bid will be accepted. All documents/bids should be submitted in the e-Procurement portal

on the website http://eprocure.gov.in/eprocure/a|
. No manual

Additional Commissioner & Regional Director

€L —
<=

MRIDC

=== WgRIY I FIBREEH SAAAE BIUA feilies

MAHARASHTRA RAIL INFRASTRUCTURE
DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION LIMITED
(WERTE THRET JTTOT 3@ TR WIFA SUHH)

(A Joint Venture of Govt. of Maharashtra and Ministry of Railways)

(2nd Floor, Hoechst House,

EXPRESSION OF INTEREST

urge, Has 400 021

an Point, Mumbai - 400 021)

EMPANELMENT OF CIVIL CONTRACTORS

MRIDC

invites applications from

renowned Civil Contractors to complete Railway Tunnel work as
per Indian Railway Standard Specifications & Designs or
Modified / Revised Specifications & Designs provided by MRIDC

interested Agencies for

Nagar, New Delhi-110060
Enrl. No. D1595/2003

PUBLIC NOTICE
General public are hereby informed
that my client Mustkim S/o Late
Safik Rlo N-118/455 (WP-X245),
T-huts, Wazirpur Village, Ashok
Vihar, Delhi-110052, snapped all
relations with his sons namely (1)
Aasif & his wife Smt. Rajiya and
granddaughter Ahaana and (2)
Salman & his wife Smt. Najiya and
grandson Shubhan also disowned
& debarred them from all moveable-
immoveable properties due to their
misconduct, misbehaviour and
quarrelsome nature. Anyone deals
with them, shall do at his own risk/
responsibility, my client shall not be
liable for same.

Pankaj Gupta (Advocate)
Ch. No. 471, Western Wing, Tis Hazari
Courts, Delhi-110054. Mob: 9810115556

PUBLIC NOTICE

Public at large is hereby notified that
our client Mrs. Jiwan Bala Sood wife of
Mr. Ravi Sood resident of House No.
F-49 (commonly known as F-49A) (on
Eastern side), Green Park, New
Delhi-110016 measuring 209 sq. yds.
being, is the absolute owner and in
possession of the aforesaid property
having purchased the same along-
with her husband Mr. Ravi Sood (who
died on 17.01.2014) in terms of sale
deed dated 20.09.2012.

She has not mortgaged or created any
charge over the said property in
favour of anyone and is taking legal
recourse to retrieve the original sale
deeds dated 27.04.2007 executed in
favour of Mr. Vijay Israni, who in turn
sold the said property to our client but
never handed over the said original
documents to her. Anybody dealing
with anyone regarding the said
property of our client shall be doing
the same at his/her own risk,
responsibility and consequences.

Adv. Sunil Kumar Gandhi, Senior Partner,

Adv. Rahul Dubey, Senior Associate

Lexindis law Offices

B-3/12, VasantVihar, New Delhi

Landline:- 011-41661718, 46566606, 79671443
Email: mail @lexindis.com

PUBLIC NOTICE

General publicis hereby informed that my clients
(1) Smt. Surinder Kaur W/o Amrik Singh R/o WZ-
206A, 2nd Floor, Gali No. 2, Krishna Park, Tilak
Nagar, Delhi-110018 (2) Smt. Amarjeet Kaur W/o
Late Surinder Singh R/0 880, Gali No. 7,Govind
Puri, Kalkaji, New Delhi-110019 (3) Smt.
Harjinder Kaur W/o Sh. Harvinder Singh R/o D-
47A, Saraswati Garden, Ramesh Nagar, Delhi-
110015 (4) Smt. Harjeet Kaur W/o Sh. Balvinder
Singh R/o T-96, Vishnu Garden, Tilak Nagar,
Delhi-110018 all daughters of late Smt.Ved Kaur
Wio late Nasib Singh R/o N-33, Sriniwaspuri,
New Delh-110065 are the co-owners of House
No.N-33, Sriniwaspuri, New Delh-110065
admeasuring 80 Sq. Yds. by virtue of Last Will
dated 06/09/2018 of late Smt. Ved Kaur
bequeathing the said property and her
immovable property to her above named four
daughters. Now my clients are selling the
aforesaid property and therefore all persons
claiming any interest in the said property or any
part thereof by way of sale, gift, lease,
inheritance, exchange, mortgage, charge, lien,
trust, possession, easement, attachment or
otherwise howsoever are hereby required to
make the same known to the undersigned at my
office 201 Service Industry Building (Authority
Building) Janakpuri, New Delhi-110058 within 15
days from the date hereof, failing which the said
sale will be completed, without any reference to
such claim and the same, if any, shall be
considered as waived.

Sd/- M. K. SHARMA, ADVOCATE
Office 201, Service Industrial Bldg.,
(Authority) Janakpuri, New Delhi-58

PUBLIC NOTICE
| Lalita Jain W/O Anil Jain R/O
Ward no-5,Jind Road Near
Railway Colony Gohana,Haryana-
131301 declare that i have lost my
original sale deed No-173 in the
area of Mehmudpur road Gohana
Haryana.Now i need to apply for
duplicate copy of my sale deed . |
have already filed FIR with
application no 132390352000858
on dated 05/04/2013 at police
station Gohana city.If any body
found please send it to my
address.
Lalita Jain
9416013304

Public at large is hereby informed that my
client(s) (1) Sh. Manish Rastogi &(2) Smt.
Reenu Rastogi, in respect of property entire
Second Floor without roof rights of the free
hold Property No. B-1/321,(Plot No. 321, in
Block-B-1, Yamuna Vihar, Shahdara, Delhi,
measuring Area 70 Sq.Mtrs., by virtue of
Sale Deed duly registered vide Redg. No.
1490, Dated on 06.09.2016. At present the
property is mortgage with Reliance Home
Finance Ltd.

It is hereby nofified that any person or
entity, firm / company, Bank, HUF / Member
of HUF, Financial institution having claim
any charge, interest or lien or claim on the
basis of documents mentioned above are
otherwise and / or objection to there of, He
| She / they may lodge / notify the same to
the undersigned with documentary proof /
court judgement within 15 days from the
day of publication, failing with the title shall
be deemed to be clear & marketable without
any defect, encumbrances, flaw & impediment.

Mithilesh Kumar (Advocate)
Ch.No. 717, District Courts Rohini, Delhi- 85

PUBLIC NOTICE

Be it known that my client Mr.
Narender Taneja, S/o Mr.
Ashanand Taneja, R/o 1957/151,
Ganesh Pura, Tri Nagar, Delhi- 35
had earlier severed all his relations
with his son Munish Taneja &
daughter-in-law, Deepti Taneja by
a publish in daily newspaper
Rashtriya Sahara dated 05-Sep-
2013. Currently, Mr. Narender
Taneja & his wife both are having
cordial relations with them.
Therefore, my client willingly
revoke & cancel the above said
publication or any other such
information &/or any previous
publication date of which is
specifically not mentioned herein
or any other document which
debars his son &/or daughter-in
law from their right in his property.
Pulkit Narang (Advocate)

Ch. No. D-419,

copy, itis not possible to veri
its contents. The
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Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising

Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot be
held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
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transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers

make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies or
entering into any agreements
with advertisers or otherwise
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Form No. URC-2
Advertisement giving notice about
registration under Part |
of Chapter XXI
[Pursuant to section 374(b) of the
companies Act, 2013 and
rule 4(1) of the companies (Authorised
to Register) Rules, 2014]

1. Notice is hereby given that in
pursuance of sub-section (2) of section
366 of the Companies Act, 2013, an
application is proposed to be made after
15 days hereof but before the expiry of
30 days hereinafter to the Registrar of
Companies, Kanpur that
“WISEWORKS INDIA LLP” a Limited
Liability Partnership Firm may be
registered under Part | of Chapter XXI of
the Companies Act 2013, as a company

limited by shares

2. The principal object of the company
areasfollows:

“INTERNET AND MARKET RESEARCH
RELATED SERVICES”

3. A copy of the draft memorandum and
articles of association of the proposed
company may be inspected at the office
at A-26, 3rd FLOOR, SECTOR - 16,
NOIDA, GAUTAM BUDDHA NAGAR -
201301(UTTAR PRADESH).

4. Notice is hereby given that any person
objecting to this application may
communicate their objection in writing
to the Registrar of Companies, Kanpur
and Registrar at CENTRAL
REGISTRATION CENTRE (CRC) INDIAN
INSTITUTE OF CORPORATE AFFAIR
(IICA) Plot No. 6,7,8, Sector-5, IMT
Manesar, District Gurgaon (Haryana)
Pincode-122050 , within twenty one
days from the date of publication of this
notice, with a copy to the company at its
registered office.

Date:23/10/2020

Place: Noida

hosted on our website only. Last date for receipt of Application /
Document in the Corporate Office of MRIDC, Mumbai is

08/12/2020 before 15:00 Hrs.
MANAGING DIRECTOR

MRIDC

mmIRE T MUMBAI METROPOLITAN REGION
MMR DA DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY
(A Government of Maharashtra Undertaking)
5% Floor, MMRDA old Building, Plot Nos. C-14 & 15, Bandra-Kurla Complex,
Bandra (E), Mumbai — 400 051. Tel. 022-26590001-04, FAX — 022-26594182
E-mail: metro.piu@mailmmrda.maharashtra.gov.in
Website: https://www.mmrda.maharashtra.gov.in

e-TENDER NOTI

Name of Work : MMRDA/4/MMRP/L4C02: Supply of 9800 MT 60 E1 (UIC-
60), 1080 Grade Head Hardened (HH) Rails as per IRS T-12-2009 for Line-4
& 4A Extension corridor ( Bhakti Park- Kasarvadavali-Gaimukh) of Mumbai
Metro Rail Project of MMRDA, Mumbai
1) Estimated Cost : Rs. 80.46 Cr. (Inclusive of all Taxes)
2) Cost of Blank Tender Form :Rs. 10,000 +GST

( as applicable)(non refundable)
: Rs. 0.805 Crore
: 15 months from establishment of

Letter of Credit /LOA (as applicable)
:23.10.2020 (18.01 hrs.) to

02.12.2020 (16.00 hrs.)
® Last date of online submission :02.12.2020 (18.00 hrs.)
Note: The e-Tender can be downloaded from e-Tendering Portal: https://
etendermmrda.maharashtra.gov.in. Any additional information, Corrigendum
& help for uploading & downloading the e-tender, may be availed by contacting
MMRDA's e-tendering service desk at the following id: etendersupport@
mailmmrda.maharashtra.gov.in or call us on 022-26597445.

For further information, if required you may please contact Shri. Sujith Marar,

EE (Track), Metro-PIU, MMRDA on Telephone number 022-26595973 or
email id: sujith.marar@mailmmrda.maharashtra.gov.in

3) Earnest Money Deposit
4) Contract Period

* Bid Document download

Sd/-
Director (Works)
Metro-PIU, - PIU, MMRDA

Date : 21/10/2020
Place: Mumbai
No. : MMRDA/4/MMRP/L4C02

Name(s) of Applicant
Sd

Fulrani

1. Gaurav Agarwal
2. Rajesh Dhyani
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‘SociAL MEDIA MusT COMBAT ABUSE

Manchester City's Raheem Sterling said social media companies have the technology to
tackle online abuse but questioned whether they have the will to do so. Sterling was re-
sponding to the results of a Professional Footballers' Association (PFA) report into

messages sent on Twitter to 44 current and former players in England.

REUTERS

BRIEFLY —

WADA probefinds
use of doppelgangers

A three-year investigation into the
International Weightlifting Federation
(IWF) has uncovered cases of suspected
urine substitution and “doppelgangers”
being used toimpersonate athletes, the
WADA, said. Eighteen weightlifters
from six countries are suspected of giv-
ing manipulated samples, WADA said,
adding that the cases of urine substitu-
tion would be forwarded to the
International Testing Agency (ITA).
WADA said that it found evidence of
“doppelgangers” being used toimper-
sonate athletes during the sample col-
lection process. The discovery was part
of multiple and ongoing WADA probes
thatbeganin 2017,including Operation
Arrow, a covert investigation into the
practice of urine substitution at the
point of collection.

Azerbaijan club
warned for salute

Players and officials of Azerbaijani club
Qarabag who made military salutes at
aEuropa League game while the coun-
try was in conflict with Armenia were
warned by UEFA on Thursday. The in-
cident on October 1 came days after
hostilities flared between Azerbaijan
and neighboring Armenia over the dis-
puted territory of Nagorno-Karabakh.
UEFA listed 13 players and 14 club offi-
cials who made the gesture in the sta-
diumin Poland.

Indiagetnodto
quarantinein Sydney

Sydney and Canberraare set to host the
white-ball leg of India's tour of Australia
after the New South Wales government
allowed the visiting team to train dur-
ingits mandatory quarantine upon ar-
rival. 'ESPNcricinfo' on Thursday re-
ported that New South Wales
government and Cricket Australia have
struck a deal to allow Indian and
Australian players returning from IPLto
trainin Sydney while quarantining. The
Indian team was initially supposed to
land in Brisbane but the Queensland
state health authorities did not relax
their 14-day quarantine rule to allow
Virat Kohli and Co to train during that

Testing waters

India’s finest swimmers get back into water, knowing it would be a long haul to best timings

SHIVANINAIK
MUMBAI, OCTOBER 22

INDIA'’S ELITE swimmers felt like fish out
of water when they got into the pool for the
first few days after restrictions put in place
due to the pandemic were lifted.
Kushagra Rawat felt his head bouncing
while breathing out of water and knew his
swimming rhythm had gone haywire.
Backstroke specialist Srihari Nataraj had no
awareness of how his arms were moving in
water the first 3-4 days on his return to the
pool. Even 18 years spent with a thousand
repetitions day in, day out, could not ensure
that the paddle would stay intact when
India’s three elite swimmers - Sajan Prakash
also trained in Dubai - resumed training.
Back in India now, they realise hitting
pre-pandemic era speeds is going to be dif-
ficult. “This is going to take longer. Two
months more perhaps,” Srihari (19), said.
Having camped in Dubai on the back of
as sturdy dry-land training as was possible
at home, Srihari, dipped his toes back into
training happy that he was back in water.

Uneasy at first

“It felt weird first 3-4 days and there
was no feel of water. [ had no idea what was
happening with my arms nor awareness of
where they were going, though they were
moving. I couldn’t grab any water. It came
back slowly in two weeks,” says the
Bangalorean backstroker. He will stay
locked in his room for two more days on
his return, since he has grandparents’
safety (above 70) to consider. “After that
my parents are deciding if [ should con-
tinue in Bangalore or look at training
abroad,” he adds.

Srihari says he’s still a month or two out
from hitting top timing.

Rawat concurs. “Target was to get as
close to previous bests as possible. But I'm
not very close to my best at all,” says the
18-year-old, who is hoping Talkatora wa-
ters in Delhi are allowed to open at least for
competitive swimmers in the coming
months. “Or else I'll go to Bangalore. I'll
need at least a month and half,” says the
800-freestyle specialist.

On finding the elusive feel of water af-
ter five months of training restricted to gym
work, Rawat said, “First three weeks, body

Indian elite swimmers (L-R) Kushagra Rawat, Srihari Nataraj and Sajan Prakash
during their two-month Dubai stint after resuming training.

race). But initially there was no tempo at
all. My head was bouncing weirdly while
breathing. The hips were not aligned and I
was leaning more on the right. And some-
times the left hand was going out too
much. I was just not getting the stroke -
something that came so naturally at the
start of the year.”Srihari would lend his
GoPro system for Rawat to analyse what
limb movements were going astray.

Safety protocols

Afine of 3000 dirhams awaited anyone
caught walking around without a mask
anywhere outside the perimeter of the
pool, Rawat says. “And if someone wasn’t
following social distancing, then after two
warnings they would just cancel the ses-
sion. Didn’t happen to us, but it was strictly
enforced,” he adds.

The Indians swam a couple of hours
morning and evening. “But if the session

It felt weird first 3-4 days

and there was no feel of water. |
had no idea what was
happening with my arms nor
awareness of where they were
going, though they were
moving...”

SRIHARINATARAJ
BACKSTROKE SPECIALIST

recalls. While the Delhi lad had online col-
lege classes to attend, spare time saw the
trio play table tennis at the hotel.

“I wasn't very good. Hari (Nataraj) was
the best,” he laughs. The hotel chef was also
sounded out on adding daal to the menu
for the Indians, and ramping up on veggies
in the salads. “Everyone had a couple of ex-
tra kgs to lose,” Rawat added.

wouldn’t mind. But I'm not a big fan of the
heat,” he would say. The trio got them-
selves tested once before leaving and twice
on entry and exit from Dubai.

Back to home base

Back at home now, the Swimming
Federation of India has drawn up its safety
guidelines penned by renowned coach
Nihar Amin. SFl recently spelt out its zero-
tolerance policy on breaking safety rules.
President Jayaprakash said, “We’ll always
put lives in front of any sport so [ urge
everyone not to go back even 1 per cent on
SOPs. We are requesting state governments
to reopen pools for sportspersons but strict
action will be taken against anyone devi-
ating from protocols.”

With four swimmers in the world’s Top
40, the SFI has ambitious plans to kit out
two pools - one in Delhi and the Dravid
Padukone centre in Bangalore - with hi-
tech wearables to record parameters and
high-end bio-mechanic equipment like un-
derwater cameras for race analyses.

However, even as several states exercise
caution in reopening pools for all racing
swimmers above 12, the task is cut out for
India’s top competitive pack.

Stringent SOPs

Amin’s SOP specifies minimum chlo-
rine levels at 1.8-2 ppm at 7-7.4 pH and fil-
tration two hours before and after every
session. Only two swimmers per lane are
allowed with outdoor showers, and they
have been instructed to use dead jump or
start blocks to enter water and avoid touch-
ing handrails and pool ladders.

The SOP also spells out detailed mile-
stones for resumption with emphasis on
shoulder injury prevention and micro-cy-
cles of increasing load and reps.

It's only in the third month that focus-
ing on the target speciality stroke is recom-
mended.

“While returning to training, an aerobic
base endurance level has to be re-devel-
oped. This is usually done in the freestyle
or front-crawl stroke. As basic endurance
improves over the first eight weeks or so,
swimmers should swim of their main
stroke - butterfly for example will increase
gradually. Sharper focus on main stroke
volume and intensity should come in the
third micro-cycle. This is a good way to be

Real can’t
help losing,
Bayern can’t
stop winning

ASSOCIATED PRESS
GENEVA,OCTOBER 22

REALMADRID couldn’t halt its losing streak
in the Champions League and no one seems
able to stop Bayern Munich’s winning run.
Madrid’s 3-2 loss to a depleted Shakhtar
Donetsk team was the most surprising re-
sult of Wednesday's opening group games
- while Bayern delivered the most impres-
sive performance with a 4-0 win over
Atletico Madrid.

It was a third straight loss in the compe-
tition for Real Madrid - its worst run in 34
years. For defending champions Bayern, it
was a 12th straight Champions League vic-
tory. Wins for Liverpool and Manchester City
capped a good round for English clubs and
Atalanta again showed its free-scoring style
to win 4-0 at overmatched newcomer
Midtjylland.

Real Madrid has been unconvincing, es-
pecially at home in the Champions League,
since lifting a record-extending 13th
European title three seasons ago. Yet
Shakhtar was missing several starters after
a COVID-19 outbreak at the club. The
Ukrainian champions still led 3-0 at half time
exposing a Madrid defence missing injured
captain Sergio Ramos.

“It's my job to find solutions because
these kind of games can’t happen,” said
coach Zinedine Zidane, who left veterans
Toni Kroos and Karim Benzema on the bench
ahead of playing Barcelona on Saturday.

Few fans attended the eight games be-
cause of the spiking coronavirus infections
across Europe and there were none at
Olympiakos to see a stoppage-time goal earn
a 1-0 win over Marseille.

Only 1,000 were at San Siro to see Romelu
Lukaku score in his ninth straight European
game, including a 90th-minute equaliser to
help Inter Milan draw 2-2 with Borussia
Monchengladbach.

RESULTS:

Real Madrid 2-3 Shakhtar

Bayern Munich 4-0 Atletico Madrid
Inter 2-2 Borussia Monchengladbach
Manchester City 3-1Porto
Olympiacos 1-0 Marseille
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Solutions Crossword 4256: Across: 1 Enterprise, 8 Ceuta, 9 Deflect, 10 Turmoil, 11
Nasal, 12 Honest, 14 System, 17 Chase, 19 Exploit, 21 Scorpio, 22 Drips, 23 First-
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L YOU NEED A BOOETT -

CAM YOU FET UF T2 THE
SEAT BY YOURSELF OR O

TAURUS (Apr 21 - May 21)
Powerful social
stars insist that love
affairs be pursued
ina constructive

manner. It’s time to be precise

about what you're going to do,
when you're doing it, and who
you're doing it with.

Punctuality is everything, and

sheer efficiency could win

the day.

GEMINI (May 22 - June 21)
Mars, symbol of
self-assertion and
all high-energy
activities, is moving

on so, from now, you will

have to stand on your own
two feet. The positive angle is

that you're approaching a

phase in your life which

should be a little more
relaxed, but perhaps not until
next week.

CANCER (June 22 - July 23)
This is a time for
inspiration, and no
doubt you'll be

coming up with lots

of bright plans for the future. If

atall possible, do give other

people time to catch up.
Devote a little effort to making
your nest more luxurious.
Frankly, you deserve alittle
more comfort.

LEO (July 24 - Aug 23)
There’s no getting

class. Down: 2 Neutron, 3 Erato, 4 Paddle, 5 Infancy, 6 Evens, 7 Stalemates, 8 Cut the
cost, 13 Sleeper, 15 Tropics, 16 Retort, 18 Aloof, 20 Pedal. away from the fact
thatfinancial
queries and
concerns underpin
everything, and that you
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SCORPIO (Oct 24 - Nov 23)
Your stars are
looking highly
sociable and
increasingly
passionate. It seems certain
that your moods will be
dominated by how well
you get on with other people,
and what you imagine
they think of you. But there’s
really no need to be too
self-conscious.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov 24 - Dec 22)
Itis your monthly
make-or-break time
both at home and at
work. Short-term
forecasts don’t come much
more dramatic than that, but
the point is that you may now
rearrange almost anything that
doesn’t please you, making
sure that in future it does.
CAPRICORN (Dec 23 - Jan 20)
@ You should by now

have learnt to
treasure your
imagination. You
see, at times like this,

your success in virtually any

venture depends on your

charm other people and

persuade them that you're

to treasure.

AQUARIUS (Jan 21- Feb 19)
your self-esteem
seems to keep

is one of those times when you

can take steps to lift your

justwhatitis that has been
damaging your confidence.

Perhaps you also played

your part.

Powerful emotions
@ are in the air. You

of keeping your
feelings to yourself, but they
or later. Just be sure to find
the right words. Ambitious
aiming for the top, by the way.

Go forit.

almost poetic ability to
right. That really is a skill

For somereason
@ slipping, but today
morale. You may even realise
Was itanother person?
PISCES (Feb 20 - Mar 20)

are skilled in the art
are liable to break out sooner
stars are likely to see you
[]
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Sun not ready to set... as yet

SRH stay alive in playoff race with facile win over Rajasthan Royals

SYNOPSIS

Pandey orchestrates the perfect
chase, after Rashid and Vijay
induce choke

SANDIPG
OCTOBER22

MANISH PANDEY demonstrated that there
is more to Sunrisers Hyderabad batting than
the overseas big guns, thus keeping their slim
knockout prospects burning. Chasing 155
against Rajasthan Royals, they lost David
Warner and Jonny Bairstow upfront, but
Pandey weathered the Jofra Archer-storm
and smothered the rest to carve an eight-
wicket victory. Vijay Shankar played the ac-
complice role to perfection, crunching a half-
century himself.

Pandey, the chase master

Throughout the series, Pandey has looked
fluent but without making it count. On
Thursday though, he stamped his match-win-
ning capabilities with a47-ball 83, that steered
Sunrisers to a facile victory.

It’s the context that multiplies the value of
the knock. Sunrisers were languishing at sev-
enth spot on the points table, making a last-
gasp effort to qualify for the playoffs. Pandey
walked into the middle in the first over to face
atails-up Archer.

The England tearaway soon inflicted an-
other blow —bursting through the defences
of Jonny Bairstow. At 16/2, their season was
slipping down the slope. But Pandey didn’t
shrink. He launched a calculated assault —
neutering Archer with caution and tearing
young Kartik Tyagi apart. He struck a brace of
boundaries through the offside in his first over,
before thumping him for two sixes and a
boundary in his next. In the end, he turned a
shaky start into a stroll with ample help from
Shankar, with whom he put on 140 runs. It
was the kind of authoritative knock that
makes one wonder why his international ca-
reer hasn’t quite soared.

ARoyal choke

Rashid Khanis the master of middle-overs
choke. His very sight is enough for batsmen,
even the most daring ones, to dig a trench at
the crease and hide inside it. It's the reason the
Afghan hasbled only 5.47 runs per over in this

Hyderabad’s Manish Pandey hit an astonishing eight sixes in his 47-ball 83.

edition. It's not that he bowls incredibly stifling
lines and lengths, but the fear of deception he
has infused into them.

Rashid conceded only 20 runs in his four
over. But it was not him alone that put the
brakes on Royals after a reasonably brisk start.
He had anunseemly sidekick in Shankar. He is
not quite reputed for thrift, as his career econ-
omy rate of 8.60 suggests. But in the last few
games for Sunrisers, he has proved incredibly
difficult to hit.

Part of his revival is due to a concerted ef-
fort to bowl back-of-length rather than fuller.
Whereas in the past he strove to bowl every
delivery as fast as he could, here he was delib-
erately bowling within himself, not providing
batsmen the pace to manoeuvre. The com-
bined figures of Rashid and Shankar in the mid-
dle oversread 7-0-35-1.

As a consequence, the Royals decided to
target Jason Holder. Sanju Samson pulled him
for a six but feathered an edge back onto his
stumps the next ball. And in the next over,
Rashid came back to devour a listless Ben
Stokes. His arrival was supposed to fuel Royals’

BCCI

POINTS TABLE

Team | Matches | Won | Lost| NR | Points
DC 10 7 3|0 14
RCB 10 7 3]0 14
M 9 6 3]0 12
KKR 10 5 5|0 10
SRH 10 4 6|0 8
KXIP 10 4 6|0 8
RR 1 4 7|0 8
CSK 10 3 710 6

knockout pursuits. On the contrary, he hasin-
duced imbalance in the batting order. Jos
Buttler was moved down to No 4 which
pushed Steve Smith to five and Rahul Tewatia
toseven.

BRIEF SCORES: Sunrisers Hyderabad
156/2 (Manish Pandey 83*, Vijay Shankar 52;
JofraArcher2/21)beat Rajasthan Royals 154/6
(SanjuSamson 36, Ben Stokes 30; Jason Holder
3/33) by eight wickets.

LIVE: Ml vs CSK, Star Sports 7:30pm

Why commentator Guha hit back
at ‘Boycott’s replacement’ report

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
OCTOBER22

CRICKET COMMENTATOR and former England
international Isa Guha has hit back after a
thinly-veiled barb from Geoffrey Boycott who
claimed that BBC chose “equality over quality”
by dropping him from its commentary panel.
Guha took umbrage at the reporting of the
newspaper Daily Mail which wrote that for-
mer England opener Boycott was dropped for
a“younger multi-racial line-up”.

Why did Boycott accuse BBC of ‘sacrificing
quality for equality?

Boycott, 80, criticised BBCafter the network
chose not torenew his contract earlier this year.

“They have sacrificed quality for equality.
It is now all about political correctness, about
gender and race. When you work for them, you
are wary and frightened of saying anything. It
isaminefield out there and thatis sad,” Boycott,
who had worked as a commentator with BBC
for 14 years, told the Daily Telegraph on
Tuesday. His comment was seen as a barb
against Guha, who played 113 internationals
for England across all three formats and has
worked with the BBC for a decade. She is cur-
rently the lead presenter and ball-by-ball com-
mentator for BBC's Test Match Special (TMS)
radio programme. She also works with Fox
Sports in Australia.

In actuality, Boycott's ‘expert
comments’ role has been filled
this summer by former England
captain Alastair Cook and swing
bowler James Anderson.

Was it Boycott’s comments
thatirked Guha?

It wasn't only Boycott but the
way his comment was portrayed by the Daily
Mail, UK’s highest-circulated daily newspaper.
In an online article that reported on Boycott’s
commentand alsoin the corresponding tweet,
Daily Mail said that Boycott was “dropped... for
ayounger multi-racial line-up”.

Guha took to social media on Wednesday.
"Some thoughts on the Daily Mail article this
morn”, Guhawrote ina note to Twitter. “I tend
toignore these articles and realise that, by re-
acting, it only fulfils the objectives of the head-
line; but having been subjected to this over the
lastfew years1just wanted tosay a few things”.

“lappreciate people have varying opinions
on the job I do as a presenter/commentator.

EXPLAINED

They have sacrificed quality for
equality. It is now all about
political correctness, about
gender and race. When you work
for them, you are wary and
frightened of saying anything. It
is a minefield out there and that
issad.”

GEOFFERY BOYCOTT
FORMER ENGLAND OPENER

However, the idea that I have ‘replaced’
Geoffrey is a bit odd, having worked on inter-
national men'’s cricket at the BBC for the best
partof 10 years. Furthermore, my role is com-
pletely different to that of
Geoffrey’s. To keep being dragged
into this kind of conversation
purely because of the colour of my
skin and gender is quite frankly
tiresome and only serves to create
division. I only have sadness that
. this should be deemed newswor-

thy over something more positive
and inspiring.”

Has Boycott made such provocative
statements in the past?

Yes.InJune, he said that women commen-
tators should not call men’s cricket.

“You have to know the pressure, emotions
and technique required and I do not believe
you can learn that from reading a book or be-
cause you played club cricket, second Xl cricket
or, with great respect, women’s cricket. As good
asthe women are at their game, itbears nore-
semblance to the power and pace of men’s
cricket,” Boycott wrote in a column.

The column triggered criticism, led by

..To keep being dragged into this
kind of conversation purely
because of the colour of my skin
and gender is quite frankly
tiresome and only serves to create
division. | only have sadness that
this should be deemed
newsworthy over something more
positive and inspiring.”

ISAGUHA
FORMER ENGLAND INTERNATIONAL

Australia’s former player Lisa Sthalekar. “It’s
time for him to leave the game and let’s re-
member him as a great cricketer of a certain
generation,” she said then. “Talk about power
- I didn’t see much power that he displayed.
Let’s call up his strike rate and look at some of
the numbers compared to female Test crick-
eters of even that generation. I think some of
the female cricketers would have had a better
strike rate than he did.

Has Isa found support from other players?

On Twitter, former Australian player and
current commentator Mel Jones described
Guha's response as a "lesson in class and pro-
fessionalism", and called for an end to "low-
brow, misleading and downright repugnant
reporting”.

Alison Mitchell, the first woman to com-
mentate regularly on cricket at BBC, also
tweeted out in support: “Somaddened by the
Mail piece &its framing. Inaccuracy isonly the
start. Just heard a radio presenter perpetuate
the Mail's myth saying “Boycott was replaced
by Isa Guha”. Ish ... is a highly accomplished
broadcaster who shouldn’t have to put up with
this... youinspire every day Ish”
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Compromise Nahi

Drive a Sedan at an additional EMI of just 31101*"

Spacious cabin with ample
headroom

Starting price ¥5 85 600"
Special offers for medical professionals, selected corporates, SMEs, teachers and CAs.”

Stylish Z-shaped
LED tail lamps

Bestin segment

13.46 cm Digital
speedometer

Cruise control

Flexible finance scheme*
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1.21 ECOTORQ Diesel Engine

" This Navratri Khushiyon Mein

Lo et L T L e e L Sl W R S

Best in segment

1.0 | Turbo GDi Petrol
Engine

BS6 diesel engine

Immediate delivery

Low emission, High performance,
Fuel efficient, Durable

Maximum Power
73.6 kW @6 000 rpm

Superior performance

Benefits up to

’ AURA
30 000*(P/D)

Hyundai ClicktoBuy

@& HYUNDAI

. NokmpEw ____________f{ __ fwoaW | WEST DELHI | CENTRALDELHI |
MALWA UNITY UNITY HEMKUND PAHWA HIMGIRI HIMGIRI SHUBAN SAI  SUNRISE SUNRISE HANS FRONTIER  SAPPHIRE SAPPHIRE DEEP LAMBA KONCEPT KONCEPT KONCEPT ~ SHUBAN SAI PAHWA
(Narela)  (Shalimar Place)  (Rohini) (Wazirpur)  (Shakti Nagar) (Dayanand Vihar) ~ (Jhilmil Indl. Area) ~ (East Gokulpuri)  (Patparganj)  (Opp. Mother Dairy Plant) (Motinagar) (Raja Puri Dwarka) (Mayapuri Ph-1) (Sec.20 Dwarka) (Mangolpuri) ~ (MalviyaNagar) ~ (Okhly)  (Kailash Colony Branch)  (Green park)  (Mathura Road, MCIE) (Karol Bagh)
7428896355 7428896356 7428896371 7428896365 7428896358 7428896373 7428896364 7428896359 7428896357 7428896233 7428896360 7428896363 7428896362 7428896369 7428896366 7428896374 1428896368 428896367 7428896361 7428896232 7428896370
o e ] Noba | creamenona GHAZIABAD MODINAGAR FARIDABAD PAIVAL
JMV  SAFDARJANG SUPERON SUPERON TRIUMPH TRIUMPH DEEEMM  DEE EMM HIMGIRI NIMBUS CAPITAL DREAM  KARMA FORTUNE PAWAN  DREAM MR. MR. SHINE FORTUNE TRIUMPH MAHADEV MAHADEV BOHRA  PARASHAR
(Sohna Road) (Udyog Vihar-IV) (SohnaRoad (HeroHonda (Wazirpur)  (Manesar) (SohnaRoad)  (Indl. Estate (Golf Course (Sector-5)  (Sector-63) (C-27, Sector-3) (Sector-85) (D-74, Site-IV) (Lal Kuan)  (Meerut Road) (LoniRoad) (Site-IVIndl.  (Silver City 8194000824 (Near YMCA  (NHPC Chowk) (Byepass road)  (Neelam 7428896231
7428896108 7428896101 Branch) Chowk) 9871715801 7428896109 7428896104 Opp Sector-14) Road, Sector-53) 7428896220 7428896221 7428896223 7428896222 7428896225 7428896214 7428896216 7428896217 Area Branch) Mall) Chowk) 7428396227 7428396230  Bata Road)
7428896107 7428896102 7428896106 7428896103 7428896213 7428896215 7428896229 7428896228
*Terms & Conditions apply. Benefits include cash discount, exchange bonus and benefits for government employees, whichever is applicable. Segmentis defined by comparable sub 4m compact sedans with length from 3992mm ~ 3995mm,
o [ " . g E f height from 1498mm ~1537mm, petrol engine capacity from 1194cc ~ 1497cc and diesel engine capacity from 1047cc ~1498cc. **Ex-showroom Delhi. *Customer has the option to choose from warranty options of 3 years /100 000 km or
gﬁ Lov_vest cost of 35 Hyundal H-Promise Give a missed call 4 years /50 000 km or 5 years / 40 000 km. #Hyundai AURA (1.0 | Turbo Petrol) has lowest average yearly periodic maintenance service cost of 32 746 for 5 years in Delhi. Source: Cardekho.com. **Additional EM! is calculated by subpration
¥ maintenance # > ClicktoBuy Approved Used Car on 7829042833 EMI of a comparable hatchback from Hyundai AURA EMI. Hyundai is also available in CSD and GeM, contact us at rahul.malaviya@hmil.net (Delhi) and vakul.gupta@hmil.net (NCR). Visit your nearest Hyundai dealership for more details.

Features and specifications as shown may not be part of standard fitment and are subject to change without prior notice. Hyundai urges you to follow traffic rules - these are meant to keep you safe on roads.

Vol LXXXVIII No. 298 Regd.No. DL-21046/03-05 RN.I. No.506/57. Printed and Published by R.C. Malhotra on behalf of The Indian Express (P) Limited and Printed at The Indian Express (P) Limited Press, A-8, Sector-7, Noida - 201301 and Published at The Indian Express (P) Limited, Mezzanine Floor, Express Building, 9 & 10, Bahadur Shah Zafar
Marg, New Delhi-110002. Editorial office: The Indian Express (P) Limited, Mezzanine Floor, Express Building, 9 & 10, Bahadur Shah Zafar Marg, New Delhi-110002. Phone: 0120-6651500. Advertising office: The Indian Express (P) Limited, B1/B, Sector - 10, Noida - 201301. Phone: 0120-6651291. Chairman of the Board: Viveck Goenka, Chief Editor:
Raj Kamal Jha, Editor: Unni Rajen Shanker, Editor (Delhi): Rakesh Sinha** **Responsible for selection of News under the PRB Act. Copyright: The Indian Express (P) Limited. All rights reserved. Reproduction in any manner; electronic or otherwise, in whole or in part, without prior written permission is prohibited. The Indian Express ®

New Delhi



	231020_IL_01
	231020_IL_02
	231020_IL_03R
	231020_IL_04
	231020_IL_05
	231020_IL_06
	231020_IL_07
	231020_IL_08
	231020_IL_09
	231020_IL_10
	231020_IL_11
	231020_IL_12 R
	231020_IL_13
	231020_IL_14
	231020_IL_15
	231020_IL_16
	231020_IL_17
	231020_IL_18
	231020_IL_19
	231020_IL_20

