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AFTER SUSHANT, TRP CASE

MOHAMED THAVER
MUMBAI, OCTOBER 21

A DAY after the CBI took over a
case registered by UP Police
against“unknown”channelsand
persons over alleged fudging of
TRPs, the Maharashtra government Wednesday withdrew
“general consent” given to the
agencytoprobecasesinthestate.
Official sources told The
Indian Express that the move follows “apprehension” inthe state
government that the CBI would
take over a similar case on alleged fudging of TRPs in
Maharashtra in a bid to move it
away from the purview of
Mumbai Police.

After registering an FIR on
October 6, Mumbai Police had
alleged that three channels, including Republic TV,were prima
facie involved in manipulating
TRPs. Republic TV had subsequentlyapproachedtheBombay
High Court, where its counsel
Harish Salve asked for the case
to be transferred to the CBI.
Significantly,boththeCentral
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Monetisation of idle land:
Rlys, Defence, BSNL in line
SUNNY VERMA

NEW DELHI, OCTOBER 21
THE CENTRE is at an advanced
stage of monetising “idle land
assets” of key ministries and
departments,
including
Railways, Telecommunications
and Defence, and plans to use
the resources generated to create infrastructure assets across
the country, The Indian Express

has learnt.
Sources said that after a detailedassessmentof surplusland
assets, various ministries are
now ready to go ahead with
monetisation of idle parcels for
commercial development and
infrastructure creation.
“The Union Budget had
stressed on asset monetisation
to put the available resources to
better use. The Rail and Defence

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Kerala plans
tougher laws
on online abuse
SHAJU PHILIP

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
OCTOBER 21

WOMEN ARE BACK
For the first time since the lockdown, all women, including
those travelling for non-essential purposes, were allowed on
Mumbai’s locals Wednesday. Ganesh Shirsekar

THEKERALAgovernmenthasdecided to amend the Kerala Police
Act to check increasing abuse on
social media and cybercrime.
The cabinet on Wednesday
decided to recommend to the
Governor to issue an Ordinance
to incorporate a new Section
118(A) into the Act to punish any

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Cong and BJP, dirt flies in
MP: Rakhail, item, bangles...
IRAM SIDDIQUE

BHOPAL, OCTOBER 21
CAMPAIGNINGFORby-elections
to 28 seats in Madhya Pradesh
hasdescendedtoanewlowwith
leaders of the Congress and BJP
using highly derogatory and offensiveremarksforeachother—
from “item” to “rakhail” to “bangles” — as they try to woo voters.
After Congress leader and
former Chief Minister Kamal
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Maharashtra
stalls CBI moves,
scraps consent
to probe cases
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Bidto
boost
● economy

MONETISATION OF land
assets is aimed at shoring
up government finances
through non-tax revenues and generating
funds for infrastructure
initiatives. The expansion
of the programme is expected to boost economic activity amid the
Covid slump.

BUSINESS AS USUAL
BY UNNY

EC issues
notice to
Kamal Nath
Nath described state minister
andBJP’sDabracandidateImarti
Devi as an “item” — the Election
Commissionissued him a notice
Wednesday foralleged violation
of the Model Code of Conduct

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Cabinet clears decks for
district councils in J&K
KRISHN KAUSHIK

NEW DELHI, OCTOBER 21
CLEARING THE decks for introduction of a three-tier system of
local body governance in the
Union Territory of Jammu &
Kashmir, the Union Cabinet
WednesdayapprovedanamendmenttotheJammuandKashmir
Panchayati Raj Act, 1989.
Theamendmenttothelaw,ef-

fected by the Ministry of Home
Affairs on October 16, will lead to
the establishment of District
Development Councils (DDC),
membersofwhichwillbedirectly
elected by voters of the Union
Territory. The DDCs will be the
third-tier — at the district level,
over the block and village levels.
In another decision, the
Cabinet approved immediate
disbursal of productivity-linked
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bonus (PLB) and ad hoc bonus
for its non-gazetted employees.
Thisisexpectedtobenefitatotal
of 30.67lakh employees. The totalfinancialimplication,thegovernment said, will be Rs 3,737
crore.
WhilePLBfor2019-2020will
be disbursed among “16.97 lakh
non-gazetted employees of
commercial establishments like
Railways, Posts, Defence, EPFO,
ESIC, etc”, non-PLB or ad hoc
bonus,thegovernmentsaid,will
be paid to 13.70 lakh nongazetted central government
employees.
Hailing the announcement
of bonusforcentralgovernment
employees, Union Home
Minister Amit Shah said it will
bring joy ahead of the festive
season.
“Modi government is synonymous with prosperity. I congratulate PM @narendramodi ji
for bringing joy in the lives of
about30.67lakhcentralgovernment employees before this festiveseasonbyapprovingtheimmediate payment of bonus into
their accounts in today’s cabinet
meeting,” Shah said in a Twitter
post.
Announcing the Cabinet decisions, Union Information and
Broadcasting Minister Prakash
Javadekar said approval of the
amendment to the Jammu and
Kashmir Panchayati Raj Act will
facilitatetheholdingof elections
soon.
He said, “the three-tier
Panchayati Raj system is now
operational in Jammu and
Kashmir” which was not there
earlier.
Before the abrogation of
Article 370, Javadekar said people elsewhere in the country
elsewhere had the right to elect
local representatives, but in
Jammu and Kashmir “that was
not happening”.
“Now, we have a three-tier
system in Jammu and Kashmir
also,” he said, naming the Gram
Panchayat, Block Development
Council
and
District
Development Council as the
three tiers.
“This was promised by the
Prime Minister in Kashmir, and
it was promised by the Home
MinisterinParliament.Nowthat
stands redeemed. Now there
will be early elections, and the
power to manage local bodies
will go to the people,” Javadekar

said.
Under the amended law,
each district of J&K will be divided into 14 constituencies,
electing a member each to the
DDC. The DDC members will
then elect a chairperson and
vice-chairperson.
These DDCs will replace the
District Development Boards
which were headed by a state
cabinet minister and had MLCs,
MLAs, MPs as members when
J&K was a State.
The erstwhile District
Development Boards were at
the centre of planning and development as they were responsible for approving development plans for the districts,
through which all funding was
routed.
Inanotherdecisionrelatedto
J&K,theUnionCabinetapproved
the extension of Market
Intervention Scheme (MIS) for
apple procurement in the UT for
the currentseason (2020-21) on
the same terms and conditions
as was done in J&K during last
season (2019-20).
Anofficialstatementsaidthe
procurement of apple will be
done by NAFED through the
“State Designated Agency i.e.
Directorate of Planning and
Marketing, Department of
Horticulture & Jammu &
KashmirHorticultureProcessing
and Marketing Corporation
(JKHPMC), directly from apple
farmers of J&K and the payment
will be made through Direct
Benefit Transfer (DBT) into bank
account of apple farmers. 12
LMT of apples can be procured
under this scheme”.
The government, it said, has
also allowed NAFED to utilise
government guarantee of Rs
2,500 crore for this operation.
“The losses, if any, to be incurred
in this operation will be shared
between Central Government
and UT administrationof J&K on
50:50 basis,” it said.

Monetisation

ministries are close to finalising
monetisation of various surplus
land assets. They have done
their assessment and it has
been discussed in detail.
Among state-owned companies, BSNL is at an advanced
stage to monetise (surplus assets) to aid infrastructure creation,” a senior government official said.
The Rail and Defence ministries are the biggest govern-

Maharashtra stalls CBI moves
government and the BJP have
come out in support of the defendant and called the
Mumbai Police action a threat
to press freedom.
Earlier, the CBI had also
taken over the investigation
into the Sushant Singh Rajput
suicide, which was being
probed by Mumbai Police, after Bihar Police registered an
FIRin thecaseandapproached
the Supreme Court. The
Mumbai Police and the Bihar
Police were locked in a war of
words over jurisdiction until
the apex court cleared the
transfer to the agency.
Wednesday's decision
means the central agency will
now have to get consent from
the stategovernment forevery
case
it
registers
in
Maharashtra. “In exercise of
the powers conferred by section 6 of the Delhi Special
PoliceEstablishmentAct,1946,
the
government
of
Maharashtra hereby withdraws the consent accorded to
the Members of the Delhi
Special Police Establishment
videGovernmentOrder...dated
22nd February 1989...,” stated
the order issued by the

Maharashtra
Home
Department.
The CBI is governed by the
Delhi
Special
Police
Establishment Act that makes
consent of a state government
mandatory for conducting investigation in that state. Since
the CBI has jurisdiction only
over Central government departments and employees, it
can investigate a case involving state government employees or a violent crime in a state
onlyafterthegovernmentconcerned gives consent.
General consent is given by
statessothattheCBIcanseamlessly conduct its investigation
and not seek the state government nod for every case -- unlike the National Investigation
Agency (NIA), which has jurisdiction across the country.
Sources said the CBI taking
over the TRP case registered in
UPwasthe“tippingpoint”that
led to Maharashtra's decision.
“It was feared that the central
agency would take over the
Mumbai Police investigation
into the TRP scam as well,” a
senior state government official said.
The withdrawal of “general

consent” will not have a bearing on cases that CBI has already been investigating. Also,
withdrawal only means that
the agency cannot register an
FIR in Maharashtra. It can still
registerFIRsinotherstatesand
probe anyone in the state, as
per a 2018 order of the Delhi
High Court.
“While the CBI will need
consent from the state for
every case, if the Supreme
Court asks the agency to take
up a case, the withdrawal will
notbaritfromtakinguptheinvestigation,” a Maharashtra
Home Department official
said.
Mumbai Police have so far
named three channels, including Fakt Marathi, Box Cinemas
and Republic, in the TRP case
for allegedly paying former
employees of agencies in
charge of calculating TRPs to
boost their ratings. Eight persons have been arrested in the
case so far, with police saying
Wednesday that two more
channels are being probed.
In the Rajput case, Mumbai
Police had been investigating
the Accidental Death Report
(ADR)filedaftertheactor'ssui-

person who creates or sends
any information that is offensive or is intended to offend or
threaten another person,
throughanymeansof communication, with an imprisonment of five years or a fine of
Rs 10,000 or both.
An official release said the
ment land-owners in the country. According to the latest government data, the total land
available with the Railways is
4.78 lakh hectares (11.80 lakh
acres) of which 4.27 lakh
hectares is under operational
and allied usage while around
0.51 lakh hectare (1.25 lakh
acres) is vacant.
The Defence Ministry, the
biggest land-owner, has about
17.95 lakh acres of which
around 1.6 lakh acres is within

Kerala High Court had earlier
directedthestatepolicetotake
steps against hate campaigns
andattacks through socialmedia. The time of the coronavirus pandemic has seen a
spurt in attacks and hate campaigns on social media.
In 2015, the Supreme Court
the 62 cantonments, and about
16.35 lakh acres outside their
boundaries, according to data
from the Directorate General,
Defence Estates. The Ministry
has carried out an assessment
of land available for monetisation, which could be done
through participation with
other government entities,
sources said.
The Rail Land Development
Authority has started the
process of commercial devel-

had struck down Section 66A
of TheInformationTechnology
Act, which was being used by
police to arrest people on
charges of posting objectionable content on the Internet.
Thetopcourthadalsonullified
Section 118(D) of the Kerala
PoliceAct,rulingitinfringedon
opment and monetisation of
land assets through various
models, including Public
Private Partnership (PPP) and
joint development with state
governments and public sector
companies. It plans to issue tenders worth over Rs 15,000 crore
in the current year for development projects, almost five
times that of last year, sources
said.
For state-owned BSNL and
MTNL, discussions had been

Parsi man seeks quashing of FIR
over ‘misusing name’ to sell land
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
AHMEDABAD, OCTOBER 21
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cideat hisBandra residence on
June 14. However, the CBI took
over the case on August 6.
Maharashtra's move follows a pattern of non-BJPruled states withdrawing consent to the central agency.
In November 2018, the
West Bengal government under TMC and the Andhra
Pradesh government,then under TDP, had withdrawn “general consent” to the CBI. The
two states had alleged that the
agency was being used to target the Opposition. In Andhra,
however, the YSRCP government restored consent after
coming to power last year.
More recently, in July this
year,Congress-ruledRajasthan
withdrew consent to the central agency.
In Maharashtra, incidentally, after the Shiv Sena-NCPCongress came to power last
year, the state had started reviewing the Bhima Koregaon
case in which several wellknown academicians, activists
and lawyers were arrested for
allegedly inciting violence -but the NIA took over the case
and filed a chargesheet last
week.

Online abuse: Kerala plans law to arm cops

VADODARA

EXPRESS EDUCATION

Why Imran Khan is
facing strong
opposition in Pakistan

Thewaterbodieswerecreatedfordrinkingwaterandirrigationpurposesatatimewhenwatermanagement
wasconsideredcrucialinthisotherwisearidregionforcenturies.Thisnetworkofman-madewaterbodies,
interconnectedbyseveralnaturalwaterways,ultimatelyledtotheRiverMusiinmostcases.

A PARSI resident of Vadodara,
Feroz Falibhai Contractor, who
had sold a plot of land to a
Muslim man identified as Firoz
Muhammad Patel, has moved
the Gujarat High Court, seeking
quashing of an FIR filed against
himbythepresidentof thehousing society on August 30
TheFIRallegesthatContractor
misused his “Muslim-sounding
name” to evade scrutiny by the
administration ahead of the sale.
The matter is expected to be
heard on November 23.
Contractor had sold a plot in
the Samarpan Housing Service
Co-operative Society in the
Tandaljaareaof VadodaratoPatel
undertheappropriateprovisions
of the Gujarat Prohibition of
Transfer of Immovable Property
and Provision for Protection of
Tenants from Eviction from
PremisesinDisturbed Areas Act,
1991orwhatispopularlyknown
as the Disturbed Areas (DA) Act.
However,
Manish
Puranchandra Malhotra, claiming to be the president of the

housingsociety,filedacomplaint
againstContractoratJPRoadpolice station under provisions of
the Disturbed Areas Act and IPC
sections pertaining to providing
falseinformation,breachof trust
and forgery.
MalhotrahasallegedinhisFIR
that Contractor “despite being a
Parsi, did not disclose his religion...” in the documents he submitted before the government
authorities — district collector’s
office—pertainingtothetransfer
of plot to a Muslim. The FIR also
alleges that Contractor “took advantage of his Muslim-sounding
first name... so as to get permission(fortransferof property)under the Disturbed Areas Act.”
In September, the Gujarat
High Court had stepped in to
quashordersbythelocaladministration of Vadodara that had
cancelled permission granted
earlier to Patel for construction
on the plot of land sold by
Contractor.
Contractorinhispetitionsubmitted that the requisite forms
do not ask for details of religion
andthathehaddisclosedallnecessaryinformationinfull,aswas
required. Contractor has also

submitted that the order of sale
of property is unchallenged and
thecomplainantisneitheragovernment authority and essentially has no locus in the case.
Responding to Contractor’s
plea, Malhotra filed an affidavit
in September, submitting that
Contractor, while submitting his
documentswithrespecttotransfer of property, had “misguided
authorities with his place of residence as Tandalja, Vadodara,
which is a Muslim populated
area in the entire city”.
While the matter was listed
for hearing on Wednesday, the
court was on leave and the matter has now been posted for
November 23.
A Vadodara sessions court of
Judge Girishkumar Pasi had rejectedContractor’spleaforanticipatory bail on October 16. The
court opined that a prima facie
casewasmadeoutof theFIRand
that Supreme Court judgments
set a precedent that whosoever
givesfraudulentinformationtoa
government authority may not
be granted anticipatory bail.
Contractor is expected to move
theGujaratHCwithapleaforanticipatory bail by next week.

the freedom of speech.
The cabinet noted that the
central government had not so
far brought in legislation to replace the revoked sections,
which had left the police hamstrung in effectively dealing
with social media abuse and
cybercrime.
held earlier for monetisation of
idle assets -- BSNL's plans are
expected to fructify this year.
“BSNL has identified about
a dozen assets, including land
parcels, that can be monetised,
some of which will be used to
build infrastructure assets. This
process is expected to start
soon and may take another six
months to be completed,” an
official said.
For BSNL, a total of Rs 24,980
crore worth of properties were

NEWEPISODEEVERYDAY
Today, we look at why four major parties,
along with a few smaller ones, have formed
an alliance against Imran Khan, and why
the Pakistan Army is concerned about it.

identified for monetisation for
which valuation was conducted
by registered valuers, as per
government data presented in
Parliament in March.
The government has placed
emphasis on asset monetisation of ministry and departments, apart from privatisation
of key state-owned entities
companies, including BPCL,
CONCOR, Air India and
Shipping Corporation of India.
The Aviation and Roads
ministries are also aggressively
carrying out monetisation of
assets through bidding of airports on Public Private
Partnership (PPP) basis, and
highways on Toll-OperateTransfer (TOT) basis. The Union
Budget 2020-21 had listed
plans to monetise at least 12
lots of highway bundles of over
6,000 km before 2024.

Dirt flies in MP

and sought an explanation
within 48 hours – the BJP too
landed in trouble Tuesday
when police booked Minister
for Food and Civil Supplies
Bisahulal Singh, party candidate from Anuppur, for allegedly calling his Congress rival’s wife a “rakhail” (mistress).
Bisahulal Singh was booked
for using an “obscene” word by
Anuppur police on a complaint
from the Congress candidate’s
wife who protested outside the
police station Tuesday, demanding immediate action.
In a video clip that did the
rounds of social media,
Bisahulal Singh spoke about his
Congress rival’s nomination papers, and wondered why he
had mentioned the name of his
“rakhail” and not his first wife.
Taking cognizance of the
matter, the state women’s commission has also sought an explanation from Bisahulal Singh.
The state Congress, in a
complaint to the state Election
Commission, demanded that
Singh be barred from the byeelection.
J P Dhanopiya, legal head of
MP Congress, claimed Singh
had violated EC rules even in
the past, but was emboldened
because no action was ever
taken against him.
“Bisahulal Singh has been
repeatedly violating the rules of
Election Commission and we
have approached them on four
different violations, but no action has been taken so far. We

DMK to protest with
AIADMK against ‘delay’
in medical quota Bill
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
CHENNAI, OCTOBER 21

WITH A Bill ensuring 7.5 per cent
reservation for Tamil Nadu governmentschoolstudentsinmedicaladmissionspendingwiththe
Governor, the main opposition
partyDMKonWednesdayjoined
handswiththerulingAIADMKin
protestingagainstthedelayinassent to the Bill.
TheNEETquotaBillwasunanimouslypassedbyallpoliticalpartiesinAssemblyonSeptember15
and was subsequently sent to
GovernorBanwarilalPurohitforit
tobemadealaw.However,theBill
has seen no forward movement
since then.
DMK chief M K Stalin said
Wednesdayhispartyiswillingto
joinhandswiththeAIADMKgovernmenttoprotestthesame.“The
CMshouldcomeforwardandannounce the date for protests consultingotherparties,”hetweeted.
A senior official at the directorate of medical education said
theyhaveinformationthattheRaj
Bhavan may give its assent to the
Bill soon as all political parties in
the state have joined hands.

Earlier, Stalin, in a letter to the
governor,saidtheBillwastohelp
fulfil the dream of government
school students who wished to
pursue medicine as their profession.RecallingthatDMKhasbeen
demanding the scrapping of the
NEET exam itself, Stalin said the
Bill would bring equity between
government and private school
students. He said the Bill was formulated after a committee
headed by former High Court
judgeJusticePKalaiyarasanstudiedtheimpactofNEETongovernmentschoolstudentsinthe201718 academic year.
OnTuesday,agroupof ministers led by School Education
Minister K A Sengottaiyan met
PurohitalongwithChiefSecretary
K Shanmugam to discuss the Bill.
Law Minister C Ve Shanmugam,
Higher Education Minister K T
AnbalaganandHealthMinisterC
Vijayabaskar were also present.
Lastweek,PMKchiefSRamadoss
— an NDA ally — said the delay
from the governor in clearing the
bill was “intentional”. He questioned the significance of an
elected government if “a
Governor can prevent the Bills
from becoming Acts”.

New Delhi

are
hopeful
that
the
Commission will take action
this time,” Dhanopiya said.
BJP district president for
Anuppur, Brijesh Gautam,
claimed Bisahulal Singh's remark was misunderstood.
Admitting it was inappropriate,
Gautam, however, said such
language was used in daily discourse in the tribal belt. “We
will challenge the FIR against
Bisahulal Singh,” he said.
In another video clip that
surfaced Tuesday, Bisahulal
Singh was heard threatening
Jayaprakash Aggarwal, the former Congress chief of Anuppur.
“Teen November ke baad jo uski
durdasha karunga woh koi nahi
kar sakta. Mein usay raaste par
le aaunga (No one can do what
I will do to him after November
3. I will make him fall in line),”
he said – November 3 is polling
day.
Last week at a rally, BJP general
secretary
Kailash
Vijayvargiya called former Chief
Ministers Kamal Nath and
Digvijaya Singh as “chunnumunnu” who, he claimed,
could not mobilise more than
100 people for their meetings
and rallies.
That very evening, former
Congress minister Sajjan Singh
Verma, while campaigning for
Congress candidate Premchand
Guddu from Sanwer in Indore,
struck back at Vijayvargiya:
“Have you forgotten the days
when you wore bangles on
your hands, draped a saree,
wore nose rings and prayed to
god, dreaming of becoming the
Chief Minister.”
Calling him Ravan, Verma
said, “His nose has started expanding. As Dussehra comes
closer, he starts resembling
Ravan more and more.”
Kamal Nath and Shivraj
Singh Chouhan have also been
taking personal digs at each
other. Nath said Chouhan carries with him two coconuts in
his pockets, and breaks one
while announcing any inauguration. Chouhan hit back, saying coconuts were auspicious,
unlike bottles of champagne.
State Higher Education
Minister Mohan Yadav, addressing a gathering in AgarMalwa, said: “We do politics
with grace, but if someone tries
to do anything bad to us, we
will drag them out of their
homes and bury them. We are
those people.”

Museum hopes
run aground for
Viraat; carrier to
be dismantled
AVINASH NAIR

AHMEDABAD, OCTOBER 21
All hopes of salvaging INS Viraat
and converting it into a museum
faded further on Wednesday,
whentheship-breakeratAlangin
Gujarat winched the famous aircraftcarrierclosertotheshore,in
preparation for dismantling.
Shree Ram Group, which
boughtthevesselasscrap,started
winching the vessel earlier this
week after Mumbai-based
Envitech Marine Consultants Pvt
Ltd failed to procure a no-objectioncertificatefromtheCentreto
get it converted into a museum.
“We could not have waited
any longer. The company which
wanted to buy the vessel from us
andturnitintoamuseumhasneither procured an NOC from the
government,norhasitmadeatoken payment of any kind,” said
Mukesh Patel, chairman of the
Shree Ram Group who had demandedRs100croreforreselling
the vessel.
The ship-breaker had given
time till October 15 to the firm to
make a payment and get into a
formal agreement for the resale.
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WILL CUT DISTANCE TO TWO-AND-A-HALF HOURS

Metro line connecting Jewar and
Delhi airports to finish by 2024

ASHNA BUTANI

NOIDA, OCTOBER 21
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ONCE THE Jewar Airport in
Uttar Pradesh’s Gautam Budh
Nagar district is ready, it will be
directly connected to the Delhi
Airport via Metro, said officials
of Yamuna Expressway
Industrial
Development
Authority (YEIDA).
Passengers can expect to
travel from one airport to the
other in two-and-a-half hours
whereas those travelling from
South Delhi to Jewar can expect
to cover the distance in oneand-a-half hours once the link
is ready.
RITES
Limited,
a
Government of India enterprise,
had submitted three different
proposals to link the upcoming
Jewar Airport with the Indira
Gandhi International Airport

METRO CONNECTIVITY TO SOUTH DELHI

Totallength:82km

InterchangesatNoidasec142,
KnowledgePark2

Approxtraveltime

35.6Km

ProposedGreater
Noida-JewarMetro

SouthDelhitoJewar:1.5hours
IGItoJewar:2-2.5hours

JewarAirport

last year.
The plan selected by YEIDA
involves
three
stages:
Constructing a 20-km line between
Aerocity
and
Tughlakabad, which is already
being undertaken by Delhi
Metro Rail Corporation

(DMRC); a 15-km proposed extension from Tughlakabad to
Noida Sector 142 on the Aqua
line; and finally, a 35.6-km line
between Knowledge Park and
Jewar Airport. Passengers will
have to change twice on this 82km journey, at Noida Sector 142

and Knowledge Park II.
The line from Aerocity to
Tughlakabad is a part of DMRC’s
Phase IV while construction of
the other two corridors, currently handled by YEIDA, is estimated at Rs 8,248 crore.
The last and longest leg of
the journey that starts at
Knowledge Park II and ends in
Jewar Airport is expected to cost
Rs 5,708 crore and will have 25
stops.
“The proposed Metro will
run from Aerocity, pass
Tughlakabad, Noida and
Greater Noida, and then head to
Jewar. Hence, travelling from
one airport to the other will be
significantly easier,” said
Arunvir Singh, CEO, YEIDA. The
airport and the Metro link are
expected to be ready by 2024.
The Jewar Airport is expected to decongest Indira
Gandhi International Airport,

while providing easy access to
areas such as Gautam Budh
Nagar, Meerut, Bulandshahr,
Mathura, and Agra.
“The project has been approved by the government, and
estimates have been sent for approval. Once the funding pattern has been decided, work
will start soon,” Singh said. “The
benefits of the project are manifold. It is not only connecting
one airport to the other but also
makes travel easier for those
travelling from airport to Noida
or South Delhi to Greater
Noida.”
He also said that even
though the journey will terminate at Jewar, it will provide
easy accessibility to a number
of state highways and expressways and will make travel easier and shorter for those travelling from NCR to areas such as
Rajasthan, Agra, and Mathura.

JNU set to reopen campus in phases from
November 2, research scholars first to enter
EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEW DELHI, OCTOBER 21

THE JAWAHARLAL Nehru
University(JNU),whichhadshut
its gates due to the Covid -19
pandemic, will allow research
scholars to return to campus in
a phased manner starting
November 2.
For now, the provision is being made only for final year research scholars of science
schools and special centres who
will have to mandatorily download the Aarogya Setu app to enter the campus.
The JNU Students’ Union
(JNUSU) has been demanding
thatallstudentswhohadleftthe

Do not open
schools this
year, parents
appeal to CM
New Delhi: Nearly 2,500 parents
of children studying in Delhi
schools have made a representation to the office of Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal, requesting that schools not be
opened this academic year due
to the ongoing Covid-19 pandemic.
In an email to the CMO, the
Delhi Parent’s Association sent
short inputs and views from
2,498 parents, almost all of
whom stated they are not comfortable sending their children
to schools currently. “Schools
should be reopened when zero
Covid-19 cases are reported for
at least 10 days or when a vaccine is available. Else, the government should declare this
year as zero year. Students till
Class VIII should be promoted
to the next class, and for students of Classes IX to XII, they
should conduct some online
test,” wrote Rajeev Arora, one of
the parents. ENS

campus shortly after the lockdown began in March, be allowed to come back in a phased
manner.
In a notification Wednesday,
Registrar Pramod Kumar said,
“University will be opened in a
phasedmannerw.e.f.November
2...only for the final year PhD research scholars, including 9B
students and project staff who
require laboratory access only in
Science Schools and Special
Centres.”
The campus will be opened
in two phases: on November 2,
day scholars who have laboratory work, or have to submit
their thesis by December 31 or
June 30, 2021, will be allowed to
enter, along with project staff in

science schools and centres; on
November 16, the facility would
be opened to hostellers who

meet the same criteria.
“The implementation of
Phase 2 should depend on the

Chaos in DU as opposing factions
back two Registrars for varsity
ARANYA SHANKAR

NEW DELHI, OCTOBER 21
CHAOS REIGNED at Delhi
University Wednesday with
two warring factions backing
two different Registrars. By
evening, the mayhem had resulted in one official presiding
over the Executive Council (EC)
meeting as Registrar, while another occupied the Registrar’s
office despite having been ordered to vacate.
By night, a third person,
Vikas Gupta, had been appointed Registrar by the EC,
presided by Suman Kundu, who
was hitherto Acting Registrar.
Kundu had taken over on
September 2.
However, on Wednesday
morning, a notification was put
out by the Joint Registrar
Establishment (N/T), handing
over both posts to Professor P C
Jha.
“Professor P C Jha…has been
appointed as Director South

Delivery exec held for
selling phone cop ordered
EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEW DELHI, OCTOBER 21

A 22-YEAR-OLD delivery executive working for an e-commerce company has been arrested by the Delhi Police for
allegedly cheating a police officer in South Delhi’s Kotla
Mubarakpur.
The accused, Manoj (22),
who was supposed to deliver a
mobile phone to the policeman,
told the officer that his order has
beencancelledandlatersoldthe
phone to a neighbour.
Police said the complainant
works as a Sub-Inspector in
NCRB in Delhi.
Inhiscomplaint,filedatKotla
Mubarakpur police station on
Monday, the SI said that he had

Aarogya Setu app has been made mandatory for entry

successful implementation of
Phase 1. After reviewing the operation of both the phases, the
plan for subsequent phases for
other students may be worked
out,” it said.
Thenotificationsaid acertificate from supervisors stating
that the student needs access to
the lab for their thesis will be required for entry.
Among the 16 “mandatory
guidelines” is the use of Aarogya
Setu app.
Studentswillalsoberequired
to quarantine for seven days,
conduct only online meetings,
avoid gatherings and maintain
social distancing. Canteens,
dhabas and libraries will also remain shut.

The accused
Manoj told
the cop he
would get a
full refund
ordered a mobile phone online,
after which Manoj came to his
house in Kidwai Nagar on
October1 and allegedlytoldhim
that his order was cancelled.
Manojalsoallegedlytoldhim
he will get a complete refund.
The SI discovered that he
was duped when he checked
the order status which showed
that his phone was delivered on
October 1.

Campus in place of Prof Suman
Kundu… with immediate effect
till further orders. Professor Jha
will also act as Registrar,
University of Delhi, as an interim arrangement, with immediate effect till further orders. This is issued with the
approval of the Competent
Authority,” the notification said.
Sources said the Competent
Authority who made the appointment was Vice-Chancellor
Yogesh Tyagi who has been on
leave for months owing to ill
health.
In place of him, Professor P
C Joshi was made the Pro ViceChancellor and Acting V-C on
June 28.
Even as there were murmurs in the DU teaching community over Jha’s surprise appointment on the day of an EC
meeting, Joshi, in his capacity as
the Acting VC, wrote to Jha over
“illegal occupation” of the
Registrar’s office.
“You are hereby directed to
vacate the office of the Registrar

which has been illegally occupied by you since the morning
of October 21 which is unbecoming of a teacher of the
University. This act on your part
is hampering the functioning of
the university. In case you are
not vacating the office immediately, you will be forcibly moved
out of office and action initiated
against you,” wrote Joshi.
However, the situation continued to remain in a state of
flux with Kundu attending the
EC meeting and Jha occupying
the Registrar’s office.
Sources said the trigger was
infighting within two factions
in the administration.
Kundu and Tyagi did not respond to calls and messages. Jha
said “there was no chaos”.
Asked about Kundu presiding
over the EC meeting, he said,
“He cannot preside; that is illegal.” Asked why he didn’t preside, Jha said, “You should ask
Professor Joshi. The EC meeting
was already postponed and
email sent to all EC members.”

Joshi said, "Professor Tyagi is
on medical leave. If he has to
join back, he has to show a medical fitness certificate and then
join. Till then I'm the VC. I said
Professor Jha is illegally occupying the office as I have not appointed him."
Joshi also said the email on
postponement of EC could not
be considered valid as it was
made by an "illegal Registrar".
At least two EC members,
Rajesh Jha and VS Negi, said
they had not received any intimation of a postponement.
On Joshi’s letter asking him
to vacate, Jha said, “Who is he?
He’s the PVC. He’s not the appointing authority. Professor
Tyagi is the appointing authority and he made his decision.”
DU Teachers’ Association
President Rajib Ray said the
events of Wednesday had
“never happened before in the
history of the University”. “This
will only destabilise the
University and damage its reputation,” he said.

62,172 students had applied for admission till Wednesday. Archive

Seats running out, expect
slight dip in 3rd DU cut-off
EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEW DELHI, OCTOBER 21

GOINGBYtheshufflingbetween
colleges through withdrawals
and new applications, aspirants
foradmissionstoDelhiUniversity
collegescanexpectminorreduction in cut-off percentages for
multiple courses in the third list.
Applications for admissions
against DU's second cut-off list
closed on Wednesday.
Even as the final number of
admissionsunderthesecondlist
is yet to be arrived at as fee payments will continue till Friday
night,afewcollegeprincipalssaid
thattheyarelikelytocloseadmissions in all courses.
Kamala Nehru College was
oneofthosewhichhadclosedadmissions for unreserved seats in
thehighestnumberof courses—
nine—afterthefirstlist.Principal
Kalpana Bhakuni said that while
theyarestillawaitingthecompletion of fee payments, it is likely
that admissions to almost all
courses will close for now.
“Apart from Sanskrit, we are
likelytofillourseatsinallcourses
in this round of admissions. In

other years, there used to be several rounds of admissions for reservedcategoriesbutthisyear,we
are already through with admissions for all reserved categories.
Of course, this may change after
thethirdandfourthlistscomeout
in other colleges and we might
see withdrawals and movement
between colleges at that time,”
she said.
In Khalsa College, where admissions had closed in 13 programmes after the first list,
Principal Jaswinder Singh said
therewereveryfewwithdrawals
in the second list.
“We had a 96.75% cut-off for
unreserved seats in B.Com
(Honours) in the first list and received 120 admissions against
our60seats.Inthesecondlist,we
had around 20 withdrawals and
wearestillovercapacity.Wehad
four withdrawals in English
which had also closed after the
first list and one or two in a few
other courses,” he said.
The course which had seen a
big fall in cut-off percentages in
the second list in prominent colleges was B.Com (Honours). In
Shri Ram College of Commerce,
which has a total of 626 seats for

All courses open in
AUD 2nd cut-off list
SECOND CUT-OFF LIST

COURSE
Psychology

NCT

OUTSIDE NCT

1st

2nd

1st

2nd

97.5%

97%

99%

98.25%

Economics

96.5%

95.25%

96.75%

96.25%

English

96.25%

95.25%

96.75%

95.75%

Maths

93%

91%

94.5%

92.5%

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEW DELHI, OCTOBER 21

ALL UNDERGRADUATE courses
across categories at Ambedkar
University Delhi (AUD) are open
for admission in the second cutoff list released by the university
Wednesday. While cut-offs for
more popular courses offered at
theKashmereGatecampushave
dropped by 0.5-2% points, those
for offbeat courses at the
Karampura Campus have plummeted, by as much as 9 percentage point in one course.
In the first cut-off list, AUD
had announced 99% cut-off in
Psychology for non-NCT candidates, and 97.5% for NCT candidates. In the second cut-off,
thesehavecomedownto98.25%
and 97% respectively.
Admissions on the basis of

the second cut-off list will take
place on October 21-22, and fee
payment will be done on
October 23. The third cut-off is
expected on October 26.
Among the popular subjects,
the largest drop for NCT candidates has been in History and
Maths, where the cut-off has
dipped from 96.5% and 93% to
94.5% and 91% respectively. For
non-NCT candidates, the biggest
fall is in Maths, with the cut-off
down from 94.5% to 92.5%.
The drop for NCT candidates
is steeper in courses offered at
Karampura Campus, like Law
Politics & Society (90.25% from
93.75%), Social Sciences &
Humanities (88% from 92.5%),
GlobalStudies(88%from93.25%),
and Sustainable Urbanism (79%
from 88%). However, the cut-offs
fornon-NCTcandidateshavenot
changed much.

the programme, the cut-off had
dropped from 99.5% to 98.5% in
the second list. While it had only
received101eligibleapplications
in the first list, this has increased
to 330 after the second list, leaving many seats open for a third
list.
In Economics, where its cutoffstayedstableat99%,thenumber of approved admissions increased from 83 to 135, against a
total of 155 seats.
At Miranda House, Political
Science and Geography had
closed for unreserved seats after
thefirstlist.PrincipalBijayalaxmi
Nanda said that while Sociology
is also likely to close for unreserved seats now, most courses
will remain open for a third list
with a slight decrease in cut-offs.
All students who make the
cut-off have to be admitted, irrespective of vacant seats, which is
why colleges start with high cut
offs. At LSR, for example, no student took admission in
Economics (Honours) in the first
list, as it had a 100% cut-off.
Till Wednesday evening,
62,172hadappliedforadmission,
the admission of 7,546 was approved and 15,698 had paid fee.

BRIEFLY

Truckwith
dryfruits
worthRs5L
robbed

New Delhi: A truck containing dry fruits worth
around Rs 5 lakh was
robbedallegedlybythree
persons posing as sales
tax officers in Tilak Marg
area. They dumped the
driver in Ghazipur flyover and escaped with
the vehicle, police said.

HCpullsup
Delhigovt
overfundsfor
lowercourts
NewDelhi:TheDelhiHigh
Court on Wednesday
pulled up the Delhi government as it observed
districtcourtswerebeing
starved of finances for
even basic facilities required to run them efficiently. The HC directed
thatanamountofRs2.52
crore be taken from its
own budget to recruit
staff in lower courts. ENS

Investigating agency can’t pick and choose evidence,
says High Court in ex-chief secretary ‘assault’ case
SOFI AHSAN

NEW DELHI, OCTOBER 21
OBSERVINGTHATitisthedutyof
the investigating agency to bring
to court all evidence collected
duringinvestigationwithoutpick
andchoose,theDelhiHighCourt
Wednesday directed the trial
court to consider an initial statementofCMArvindKejriwal’sformeradviserVKJaininthecaseof
alleged assault on former Chief
Secretary Anshu Prakash.
Theorderwaspassedinapetition filed by Kejriwal challengingthedecisionofthelowercourt
to not allow an application for
supply of “some crucial documents”, which were not made

part of the chargesheet by the
prosecution.DelhiPolicehadsubmitted that no such statementof
Jain was recorded under Section
161 CrPC on February 21 in 2018.
BeforetheHC,Kejriwal’scounsel
arguedthatthestatement,which
isreferredtointhecasediary,was
withheld as it did not suit the
prosecution case.
“It is the prime duty of the investigating agency to do free and
fairinvestigation,thereafter,bring
to the notice of the court all the
evidencescollectedwithoutpick
and choose. The investigating
agency has no power to appreciate the evidence, it rests with the
court,”JusticeSureshKumarKait
said in the order, while quashing
the order passed by the lower

Anshu Prakash
court.
The single judge bench said,
“Thetrialcourtisdirectedtoconsiderstatementdated21.02.2018
of V K Jain, which is part of ‘case
diary’andplacedonrecordbythe
accused,atthetimeofpassingthe
order on charge.”
Kejriwal, Deputy Chief

Minister Manish Sisodia and 11
AAPMLAsareaccusedinthecase
of an alleged assault on Prakash
attheCM’sresidenceinFebruary
2018, when the then Chief
Secretary was called there for a
meeting.
Jain, a witness in the case, in
his February 21 statement, had
deniedwitnessingtheallegedassault but reportedly said otherwise in later statements, while
providing an account of the alleged incident to the police. AAP
had alleged that Jain was pressured by Delhi Police to change
his statement.
SeniorAdvocateNHariharan,
who represented Kejriwal, had
earlier informed the court that
three statements of Jain have

beenincludedinthechargesheet
--twounderSections161and164
CrPCaredatedFebruary22,2018,
and one under Section 161 CrPC
datedMay9,2018.Thestatement
datedMay9beginswith“incontinuation with the statement
dated21.02.2018”butithasbeen
concealed, the court was told.
DelhiPolice,inastatusreport,
had told the court that Jain was
called to the police station on
February21andexaminedbythe
investigatingofficerbuthisstatement was not recorded on that
date under Section 161 CrPC, but
onFebruary22andMay9.While
referring to the record which
mentionsexistenceofaFebruary
21statement,policesaidthedate
was a typographical error.

New Delhi

In the ruling, Justice Kait said
itisthedutyofthepoliceofficerto
forward all statements to the
Magistratewithoutanyexception
“soastoenabletheMagistrateto
discharge his duty under Section
207 by furnishing copies of such
documents to the accused”.
“Whereas, the prosecution
has completely denied that no
statement was recorded on
21.02.2018andonlytheoralstatement is made by V K Jain.
However, admittedly, in ‘case diary’,itismentionedthatheisgiving statement in continuation of
statement given on 21.02.2018.
Thus, the stand of prosecution
cannotbeacceptedwhichiscontrarytotheirownrecord,”theorder reads.
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Over half of those aged under 40 who
died of Covid were not co-morbid
THE COVID CASUALTIES

MALLICAJOSHI

NEW DELHI, OCTOBER 21
OVERHALFof thoseuptotheage
of 40years,whodiedof Covid-19
in the city, were not suffering
from a co-morbid condition.
Of 5,283 people who died of
Covid-19 between March 1 and
September30,650wereinthe040 year age group. Of these, 284,
or around 43 %, had co-morbidities,whiletheremaining57%did
not,datareceivedunderaRTI application filed by The Indian
Expressshow.Peopleuptotheage
of 40 make up a little over 12 % of
the total deaths in the city. More
thanhalf of thedeathshavebeen
in the 50-70 age group.
Dr Neeraj Nischal, associate
professor, department of medicine at AIIMS says it is clear that

Agebracket

Deathswithco-morbidconditions

0-10 years

59%

11-20 years

41%

21-30 years

36%

31 -40 years

46%

41-50 years

49%

51-60 years

56%

61-70 years

55%

71 – 80 years

60%

Over 80 years
those most vulnerable are the
elderly with co-morbid conditions. "The older ones are also
more prone to co-morbid conditions. In younger people, this instance is lower. In any case, the
only predictable thing about the

59.5%
virus is its unpredictability and
everyone needs to take care.
Apartfromco-morbidconditions,
factorslikelifestyleandnutrition
are also important," he said. Till
the third week of May, after
which the Delhi government

YOUR RIGHT
TO KNOW
E

AN XPRESS RTI
APPLICATION
stopped sharing ages and comorbidity correlations of those
who died, 85 % of deaths were
seen in those who had co-morbidities like diabetes, hypertension and pneumonia. Over the
past several months, this has
comedownto55%,whichmeans
45 % of those who died did not
have any co-morbidity.
The Indian Express reported
Wednesday that the most common co-morbid conditions
amongthosewhodiedwereboth
diabetes mellitus and hypertension, followed by pneumonia.

Plasma therapy under ICMR cloud, Delhi
Health Minister bats for it: Saved my life
ASTHA SAXENA

NEW DELHI, OCTOBER 21
A DAY after the ICMR director
general said the use of convalescentplasmatherapyforCovid-19
patientsmaybedeletedfromnational guidelines, Delhi Health
Minister Satyendar Jain said the
trial therapy in the city “proved
beneficial for 2,000 people”.
Delhiwasthefirstinthecountry to set up a plasma bank.
“ICMRandAIIMSwerestudying plasma therapy and it seems
like they couldn’t get a breakthrough. Delhi government has
donealotof workonthisandwe
took permission for trial runs, in
anycase.Morethan2,000people
have been administered plasma
in Delhi. I myself survived because of plasma therapy,” said
Jain,whocontractedCovidinJune

and was administered plasma
therapy at Max Hospital.
Dr S K Sarin, chief of the
Institute of Liver and Biliary
Sciences where Delhi’s plasma
bankwassetup,saidthedecision
regarding giving plasma therapy
should depend on the individual
clinician and the hospital.
“It was approved as an off-label therapy. It is being used in
most of the US and other countries since the FDA has also given
an approval as an experimental
therapy.Weshouldnotsaythatit
isbeingrecommendedasatreatment, but based on the experience and decision of the physician, plasma therapy remains as
anexperimentaltherapyformild
and moderate covid-19 patients.
Itiscertainlynotadvisedtosevere
Covid-19patients.Theotherbenefit of giving plasma as a therapy
is that it reduces the cytokine

U.P.R.V.U.N.L.
E-TENDER
NOTICE
HARDUAGANJ
THERMAL POWER STATION,
KASIMPUR
(ALIGARH)
Superintending Engineer ECCC
(1x660MW) 1. E-Tender Notice
No:
03/ECCC/ECCD-I/HTPS/
2020-21, Online e-bid are invited
for
the
name
of
work
“Construction of 02 Nos. CISF
Barrack buildings in Harduaganj
Thermal Power Station Colony,
Kasimpur”, E-tender has been
uploaded on 14.10.2020 on http:
//etender.up.nic.in, Estimated
Cost of work Rs. 23127566 only.
Time period 10 month. E.M.D.cost
Rs. 463000, Last date of tender
20.11.2020 up to 14:00 Hrs. 2. ETender No. 05/ECCC/ECCD-I/
HTPS/2020-21, Online e-bid are
invited for the name of work "The
work of wooden cupboard fixing in
Type-V, Type-IV &Type-III in
multistory
tower
at
HTPS
Kasimpur (Aligarh)", E-tender has
been uploaded on 20.10.2020 on
http://etender.up.nic.in,Estimate
d Cost of work Rs. 7722773 only.
Time period 06 month. E.M.D. cost
Rs.154000, Last date of tender
19.11.2020 up to 14:00 Hrs,
SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER,
OPERATION & MAINTENANCE
CIRCLE-II, ‘D’TPS. 3. E-Tender
Notice No: -30/O&MC-II/BMDII/20-21, Online e-bids are invited
for the work of "Round the clock
Routine,
Preventive
and
Breakdown maintenance works of
Bowl Mills (XRP-903) and
Gravimetric Raw Coal Feeders.
Round the clock operation of mill
reject system and its compressors
through PLC room(Auto)/Manually
from site and routine/ preventive/
break-down maintenance of
pneumatic coal mill reject handling
system & compressor with air
receiver tank and air pipe lines etc.
along-with the house-keeping of
reject system and nearby area
(like Reject hoppers, Gear Box,
Mill motor coupling etc.) of Unit # 8
& 9, HTPS, Kasimpur". E-Tender
will be uploaded on 21.10.2020 on
http://etender.up.nic.in,Estimate
d Cost of work Rs. 4554320 Only.
Time period 12 Months. E.M.D.
cost Rs. 91086, Last date of
Tender 24.11.2020 at 14:00Hrs.
SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER,
O&MC-III. 4. E-Tender Notice No:
ST-II/O&MC-III/C&IMD-I/DTPS/H
TPS/2020-21 Online e-Bids are
invited for the "Work of
Overhauling
of
C&I
field

storm.Therefore,oneshouldwait
foralittlemoretimetosaythatit
isnotuseful.Morestudiesarerequiredbeforeonecancompletely
eliminate it,” said Dr Sarin.
“So, if you have no other antiviral drug, the only treatment
thatstillhasantiviralimpactisthe
plasma therapy by which the viral load decreases,” he added.
Accordingtoexperts,thetherapy is still in the experimental
phase,likeseveralotherdrugslike
remdevisir,HCQandtocilizumab.
“ArecentsolidaritytrialbyWHO
onmorethan11,000patientshas
shown the remdevisir is not usefulandithasnomortalitybenefit.
Earlier,HCQwasusedwidelyand
then there were guidelines that
suggestedthatitisnotuseful.This
virus has no definite treatment
andtillthetimevaccineisnot,we
don't know which treatment is
useful or not. Presently, more

equipment of Boiler side of unit8&9, DIPS, HTPS, Kasimpur." Etender has been uploaded on
19.10.2020 on http://etender.up.
nic.in Estimated cost: Rs.
2106919 only, E.M.D. cost Rs.
42000. Time Period: 30 days, Last
date of tender: 07.11.2020 up to
14:00
hrs.
Superintending
Engineer, O&MC-I. 5. E-Tender
Notice No: ET-18/O&MC-I/DTPS/
HTPS/2020-21 Online e-bids are
invited for The "Work of Supply
and laying of different size of GI
Pipe above/underground, of make
Jindal/Tata /Apollo make 'B'
(medium) for Fire Hydrant line
along with all materials and
accessories in area of 'switchyard
of transformers 1 T, 2T, 9T and
10T of `B'TPS and 'C'TPS and to
connect with Fire Hydrant Lines of
2X250 MW `D'TPS, HTPS,
Kasimpur." E-tender has been
uploaded on 21.10.2020 on
http//etender.up.nic.in,Estimated
cost of work: Rs. 2369330 only.
Time period: 12 months. E.M.D.
cost: Rs. 47400, Last date of
tender: 25/11/2020 at 1200 hrs.
SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER,
OPERATION & MAINTENANCE
CIRCLE-IV, ‘D'TPS. 6. E-Tender
Notice No. ET- 41/O&MC-IV/
DTPS/EMD-II/DT.P.S./2020-21Online e-bids are invited for The
"Over hauling of M/S GE Make
Spectronic 0.4KV ACB Breaker
Installed in Unit 8 & 9 and BOP
Area, Harduaganj ' D' Thermal
Power Station, Kasimpur." Etender has been uploaded on
23.10,2020 at 18:00 hrs. on
http://etender.up.nic.in,Estimate
d Cost of Work Rs. 578536 only.
Time Period : One Year, E.M.D.
cost Rs. 11571, Last date of
tender: 25.11.2020 up to 14:00
hrs. 7. E-Tender Notice No. ET42/O&MC-IV/DTPS/EMD-II/DT.P.
S./020-21, Online e-bids are
invited
for
The
"Routine/
Preventative maintenance & up
keeping of 03 Nos, of 650 KVA DG
Sets & Two Nos. of 220V DC
battery banks and battery
chargers of Unit 8, 9 & Two Nos. of
110V DC battery banks and
battery chargers Raw water MCC
2x250 MW, Harduaganj ‘D’
Thermal
Power
Station,
Kasimpur". E- tender has been
uploaded on 23.10.2020 at 18:00
hrs. on http://etender.up.nic.in
Estimated Cost of Work Rs.
440190 only. Time Period : One
Year, E.M.D. cost Rs. 8810, Last

than 30 countries are using
plasma therapy,” said Dr Suresh
Kumar, medical director of Lok
Nayak hospital. The hospital is a
part of the ongoing trial on 400
patients to assess the efficacy of
the plasma therapy.
AAP MLA Raghav Chadha,
whowaspartoftheteamlooking
after the plasma bank project,
saidthatifthetherapyisremoved
from ICMR’s list, it would be a
hurrieddecision.“Toremoveconvalescent plasma therapy from
clinical management protocol
basedonasinglestudy,thatisthe
ICMR trial, in which even antibodytitersoftheplasmawerenot
taken into account is a perfunctoryact--inasituationwhereno
definitivetherapyexiststilldate...
It is a safe therapy which has
demonstrated survival benefits
including in our own Health
Minister’s case,” he said.

date of tender: 25.11.2020 up to
14:00
hrs.
Superintending
Engineer, MMC. 8. E-Tender
Notice No.: ET-101/MMC/EPD/
DTPS/2020, Online e-bids are
invited for The "Supply, Erection,
Testing & commissioning of AC &
DC Capacitor (for UPS System)
for DTPS, Kasimpur. E- tender has
been uploaded on 20.10.2020 on
http://etender.up.nic.in,
Estimated cost of work Rs.
2264800 only. E.M.D. cost Rs.
35000, Last date of tender:
23.11.2020 9. E-Tender Notice
No.: ET-102/MMC/EPD/DTPS/
2020, Online e-bids are invited for
The "Supply of Slide Plate of 200
Nb for Ash Handling plant of ‘D’
TPS, Kasimpur. E- tender has
been uploaded on 20.10.2020 on
http://etender.up.nic.in,
Estimated cost of work Rs. 110000
only. E.M.D. cost Rs. 2200, Last
date of tender: 23.11.2020 NoteTender ET-101/102, Eligibility
Conditions:
Only
reputed
Manufacturers/ their Authorized
Dealer can participate in this
tender. Total quantity of work,
tender specification and other
terms & condition is as per tender
documents available on the eportal. Corrigendum, Addendum,
Extension if any shall be uploaded
only on the above website.
Bidders are advised to visit the
website regularly for updated
information from time to time. PartI shall contain Tender Cost/
Earnest money and other
necessary documents as per prequalifying conditions and Part -II
will contain 'price bid as per bill of
quantity. Tender specification may
be downloaded from the website
and
(http://etender.up.nic.in)
other specification details can be
seen
on
Nigam
website
www.uprvunl.org. The contactors
have to submit the hard copy
before the schedule date/time in
the concern office in sealed
envelope containing details of the
tender
mentioned
on
the
envelope. Tenders are advised to
send their hard copy directly to the
concerned tendering authority of
the Circles/ Division. Who reserve
the right to unaccept/cancel any or
all the tenders without assigning
any reason thereof. "Save
Electricity Enhance National
Productivity" Sd/- Superintending
Engineer, (H.Q.) ´fÂffaI : 50/ A²fe. Ad·f.
(¸fb.) d½fÄff´f³f/I` ¸´f-1(39)/20 dQ³ffaI 20.10.2020
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NEW DELHI, OCTOBER 21
OBSERVING THAT no person
shall be detained in custody
without being informed of the
grounds for arrest, a Delhi court
has directed the Delhi police to
supplyformerJNUstudentUmar
Khalid a copy of the FIR in a case
relatedtotheNortheastDelhiriots for which he was arrested.
Khalid was arrested in connection with the riots in Khajuri
Khas on October 1, while he was
in judicial custody in another
case related to an alleged conspiracy in the violence.
The
court
of
Chief
Metropolitan
Magistrate
PurushotamPathakalsodirected
police to supply him the remand
application and remand order
andreportsofthemedicalexamination conducted during police
custody. The court was hearing
an application moved by
Khalid’s counsel seeking copies
of the documents so as to know
the grounds of his arrest.
Thecourtsaidinitsorderthat
article 22 (1) of the Constitution
stipulated that no police official
can arrest an individual without
informing the grounds of his arrest, and article 22 of the

Umar Khalid was arrested in
connection with the riots in
Khajuri Khas on October 1
Constitutionguaranteedthefundamental right of protection
against the arrest and detention.
It further said section 50 of
the Code of Criminal Procedure
provided that every police official with authority to arrest
someone without warrant must
inform the person about the
crime for which he is arrested.
“It is settled proposition of
law that no person shall be detained in custody without being
informed, as soon as may be, of
the grounds for such arrest…
The provisions of Section 50 of
theCodearemandatory.Thepolice official must inform the arrested person all his rights after
detainment and this is the duty
of police official which he can

Riot cases: Plea on spl public
prosecutors listed for Nov 9
NewDelhi:Apetitionseekingsetting aside of the appointment of
Special Public Prosecutors for
casesof NortheastDelhiriotswill
be heard by the Delhi High Court
on November 9.
Thecasewaslistedbeforethe
single bench of Justice Navin
Chawla on Wednesday but the
hearingcouldnottakeplace.The
petition, filed by the Delhi
ProsecutorsWelfareAssociation,
states that the appointments
made on the recommendations
of DelhiPoliceareviolativeof the
law.Thepetitionerisaregistered
unionofpublicprosecutorsfunctioning in Delhi’s district courts.
The appointments were
made on June 24 after approval
from the President following a

tussle between Lt Governor and
Delhigovernmentovertheissue.
The government earlier rejected
the proposed names submitted
by police for prosecution of the
cases. “The appointment of the
Special Prosecutors on the recommendation of Delhi Police is
divergencefromtheprinciplesof
free and fair trial which is part of
Article 21 of the Constitution of
India,” the petition states.
Seekingappointmentofindependent SPPs, the petition states
that special public prosecutors
were appointed without consultations with the Directorate of
Prosecution,andtheinfluenceof
policeoverthepublicprosecutor
castsdoubtovertheactionsofthe
public prosecutor. ENS
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3,10,191

6,128

41,42,540

Can’t detain without
providing ground for
arrest: Court to police
ANAND MOHAN J

Total

HOSPITAL BEDS
VENTILATORS

not refuse. “Arrested person is
entitled to full particulars of the
offences for which he is arrested
or other grounds for such arrest
andhisdetentionwillbeillegalif
he has not been communicated
the particulars of the offence,”
the court said.
“An accused must be informed of the bare necessary
facts leading to his arrest such as
thegroundsandthereasons,and
thefactsthatinrespectof whom
and by whom the offence is said
to have been committed as well
as the date, time and the place of
offences, etc, and for that purpose there is no prohibition in
law restricting the supply of certain documents to accused who
has been remanded to judicial
custody,” the court said.
Special Public Prosecutor
ManojChaudhary,appearingfor
the police, opposed the application saying there was no provision in law to supply the documents before taking the
cognizance by the court.
He said Khalid has been informed about the grounds of his
arrestandif thedocumentswere
supplied to him at this stage, it
would open a “Pandora’s box” as
he might move a number of applications for supplying one or
the other document.

*Total active cases
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Woman with
Covid escapes
quarantine,
husband helps
EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEW DELHI, OCTOBER 21

POLICE ARE on the lookout for a
20-year-old domestic help who,
after testing positive for coronavirus, allegedly evaded quarantinewiththehelpofherhusband.
Police said her husband, who
is also missing, filed a missing
personscomplaintadayaftershe
was assigned to home quarantine, allegedly to mislead the police. Police said the woman and
her husband went to AIIMS on
October 18 as she was unwell.
“She tested positive for Covid.
Opting for home quarantine, the
couplewenthometoZamrudpur
village,” a senior police officer
said.OnOctober19,herhusband
approached police, claiming his
wife had gone missing and allegedly hid the fact that she had
tested positive. However, it was
soon found he was aware of her
whereabouts and was trying to
mislead police. “Fearing she
would be admitted in hospital,
sheleftforhermaternalhomein
UP’s Morena. Her relatives told
police she had not reached her
maternal house though she had
informed them about going
there,” an officer said.
Later, the husband, who
workedinarestaurantinGreater
Kailash, also went missing. “A
case has been registered . Teams
have been formed to trace the
couple,”DCP(South)AtulKumar
Thakur said.

Bullets don’t match
gun, bail granted to
murder accused
EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEW DELHI, OCTOBER 21

THE DELHI High Court has
granted bail to an accused in a
murder case connected to the
Delhi riots after noting the results of the Forensic Science
Laboratory (FSL) report do not
support the prosecution's case
and the Digital Video Recorders
(DVRs) also do not establish that
the accused was present on the
spot at the time of the incident.
The courtpassedthe order in
a bail plea filed by Yogesh in an
FIR registered at Karawal Nagar
policestation. The victim Aftab’s
body was recovered in a highly
decomposed state on March 1
and the postmortem report
showed he had received two
bullet injuries and 17 lacerated
wounds, as per the police.
It was argued before court
that two witnesses have clearly
identified Yogesh and others in
their statementsgiventothepolice. Yogesh, Lakhpat and
Kuldeep were leading the mob
and “shouting anti-Muslim slogans”, as per the prosecution.
Aftab was first beaten with rod
and sticks by the violent mob
andthenthreebulletswerefired
at him on February 25, police
told the court.
However, the court noted
thatthreebulletsrecoveredfrom
the dead body of the victim, as
pertheFSLreport,werenotfired
from the country-made pistols
recoveredfrom the accused persons.
“Moreover, result of 3 DVRS,
as per data available on DVR no.
1 seized from MNB Modern
School,33FutaRoad,DeviNagar,
Shiv Nagar, DVR no. 2 was seized
from Deepak Mittal, Near Shiv
Vihar pulia retrieved. However,

New Delhi

The High Court noted that
the results of the forensic
report did not support the
prosecution’s case. Archive
data available on DVR no. 3
seized from Bhajanpura
Cooperative Thrift & Credit society, 33 Futa Road, Shiv Vihar,
could not be retrieved,” the order reads.
Observingthatthedataavailable on DVR 3 was crucial evidence in the case as the CCTV
was installed just near the place
of incident, the court said DVR 1
camera was not entirely coveringtherequisiteportionasitwas
installed far from the spot.
“It was observed that the angle of such a camera of Ch. no.1
was changed to the wrong side
at about 08.54.51 hrs and the
camera of Ch. no. 2 was changed
to the wrong side at about
08.54.12 hrs to avoid capture in
theCCTV footage. DVR no. 2covering mostly the area of the
counterandnearbyportion,”the
court said in the order.
Stating that the accused deservesbailinitsview,thecourtin
the order dated October 20 said,
“He shall be released on bail
forthwith on furnishing a personal bond of Rs 25,000 and a
surety of the like amount to the
satisfactionof thetrialCourt.The
petitionershallnotdirectlyorindirectlyinfluence any witnessor
tamper with the evidence.”

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

5 GOVT & POLITICS
THE INDIAN EXPRESS, THURSDAY, OCTOBER 22, 2020

DELHI CONFIDENTIAL

Bimal Gurung surfaces, says GJM
out of NDA, will back TMC for 2021
ATRI MITRA

KOLKATA, OCTOBER 21

PRIMEMINISTERNarendraModi,whooftentweetsindifferent
languages, usually addressed to foreign heads of states, posted
in Bangla late Wednesday, wishing people on the occasion of
DurgaPuja.ModidescribedDurgaPujaasanauspiciousfestival
thatsignifiesthetriumphof goodoverevil,andinasubsequent
tweet wrote that he would wish “brothers and sisters” of West
Bengal at midday on Thursday, when the Puja festivities start.
Whilenothingwasparticularlywrongwiththetweet,someon
socialmediapointedoutthatconstructionof thesentencesfelt
more like Hindi translated to Bangla. Celebration of Durga Puja
is in news this year, given the pandemic situation, with the
Calcutta High Court recently ruling that Puja pandals are no-go
zonesgiventheincreaseinCovid-19cases.Withthestateheaded
forwhatwillbeabitterlycontestedAssemblyelectionnextyear,
the ruling Trinamool Congress has bet big on "Bengali pride",
and Durag Puja is seen as vital to those optics.

VERIFICATION DRIVE

THEREISascrambletogetpolice verificationof alloutsourced
staff across Indian Railways, with a latest order stating that all
personnel engaged by contractors, in whatever capacity,
should be vetted by the police. Turns out that during the lockdown, several zones across India started reporting thefts, and
in many cases the circumstances pointed towards alleged involvement of outsourced staff. In view of this, the Railway
Protection Force, along with general managers of zonal railways, have decided that from now, no personnel would taken
in without verification.

NEIGHBOURHOOD VISIT
AFGHAN LEADER Ata Mohammad Noor met External Affairs
minister S Jaishankar on Wednesday in New Delhi, as South
Block is trying to reach out to all relevant players in Kabul.
Before Noor, Marshal Abdul Rashid Dostum had visited in
September and Abdullah Abdullah, chairman of the High
Councilfor National Reconciliation, visited earlier this month.

UP CM Yogi Adityanath at an event to mark the Police
Commemoration Day, at Police Lines in Lucknow. Express

No criminal roaming
free in UP: Adityanath
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW, OCTOBER 21

UNLIKEINthepast,notevenasingleorganisedcriminalwasroaming freely in the state now, Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath said on
Wednesday. Adityanath was addressing policemen on the occasion of Police Commemoration
Day in Lucknow.
A total of 125 criminals were
killed and 2,607 injured in police
encounters sincehis government
cametopowerin2017,theCMsaid
in his speech after the Police
Commemoration Day Parade at
Police Lines. He lauded the different police departments in the
state, such as the UP AntiTerrorism Squad (ATS), and
claimednoterror-relatedincident
had taken place in the state since
April2017“becausenoterroristorganisationwaslettosetfootinUP”.
Paying tribute to the nine policepersonnelwhodiedintheline
ofdutyin2019-20,AdityanathassuredtheirfamiliesthattheUttar
Pradesh Police have always been
eager to take every step for their
welfare and comfort and would
continue doing so.
He said over the past year, Rs
26.95 crore was disbursed by the
state government to the families
of122police,centralandparamilitary forces personnel and Army
men hailing from the state who
died in the line of duty. This includesRs1croretothefamiliesof
eachofthosekilledinapoliceoperationinBikruvillageof Kanpur,
whereeightpolicemen,including

a Deputy SP died.
TheCMsaidthestategovernmenthasearmarkedRs3crorefor
thebenefitofthestatepolicepersonnel posted and Rs 4 crore for
theirwelfare.Toencouragepolice
personnel in doing their duty, 12
police personnel were given the
President’s Police Medal on
Republic Day and Independence
Day, and Police Medal was given
to 144 non-gazetted police personnel.Inadditiontothis,several
names have been sent to the
Union Home Ministry for the
Utkrisht Sewa medal.
Adityanath said that to boost
the confidence of the Uttar
Pradesh Police and increase their
efficiencyandprofessionalcalibre,
a“historicstep”ofcompletingthe
recruitment process for 49,568
police constable posts in the past
one yearhas been completed. He
said that strengthening the feeling of security among the common people by a better law and
order situation and fear among
thecriminalswasa“mainpolicy”
of the present government.
“The state government has a
zerotolerancepolicytocrimeand
criminals.Atotalof 125criminals
have been killed and 2,607 were
injuredinpoliceencountersfrom
March20in2017toOctober5this
year.Intheseoperations,atotalof
13policepersonneldiedand988
wereinjured.Atleast9,578criminalswerearrestedinthistimeperiod.Atpresent,thereisnotasingle organised criminal who is
roaming in the open. They are eitherinjailorwerekilledbythepolice in self-defence,” he said.

Bimal Gurung outside Gorkha Bhavan in Kolkata. Partha Paul

E

EXPLAINED

FOR TRIUMPH OF GOOD

IN A dramatic turn of events, the
fugitiveleaderofGorkhaJanmukti
Morcha, Bimal Gurung, on
Wednesday evening appeared in
public for the first time in three
years and announced severing
tieswiththeBJP-ledNDAalleging
that “the Central government
failedtofindapermanentpolitical
solution to the Darjeeling statehood demand”.
Speakingtomediapersonsata
hurriedly called press conference
atahotelinKolkata,theGJMleader
pledged support to Trinamool
Congress in the upcoming
Assembly polls in West Bengal,
sayingthatChiefMinisterMamata
Banerjee“doeswhatshesays”.
“I am no longer an ally of the
BJP.TheCentralgovernment,beit
the Prime Minister (Narendra
Modi) or the Union Home
Minister(AmitShah),didnotkeep
their commitment made to us. I
was in the National Democratic
Alliance(NDA)forour(statehood)
cause, but they did nothing.
Mamata Banerjee, on the other
hand,doeswhatshesays.In2021,
we will go all out to help her win
theseatsintheDarjeelingregion,”
said the GJM leader, who went
intohidingin 2017 afterviolence

●

Statehooddemand
stillhotpotatoforTMC

GJM’S ALLIANCE with the Trinamool Congress has upended the political calculation in the Hills ahead of next
year’s Assembly elections in West Bengal. While Bimal
Gurung's backing of the TMC is likely to come as a boost to
Mamata Banerjee in the hill districts of north Bengal, and a
possible setback for the BJP, the confusion of each party’s
stand vis-a-vis the demand for Gorkhaland statehood
could be a political minefield in an election year.

eruptedintheHillsoverthestatehood demand.
"We have been a part of the
NDA since 2009, but the BJP-led

dispensationhasn'tkeptitspromise of offering a permanent political solution for the Darjeeling
Hills... It has not included 11

Gorkhacommunitiesinthelistof
Scheduled Tribes. We feel
cheated, so we are walking out of
the NDA today," he added.
Darjeelinghaswitnessedseveralagitationsforaseparatestate
since the 1990s. The latest unrest
tookplacein2017whenthethere
wasa104-daystrikewithviolent
clashes. Gurung faces over 150
cases, including those under the
Unlawful Activities (Prevention)
Act for a grenade attack on a police station in Darjeeling district.
He was suspected to have fled to
neighbouring Nepal. But Gurung
on Wednesday clarified that he
was in Delhi.
With Gurung’s support, the
BJPwontheDarjeelingLokSabha
seat three consecutive times.
TheTMCwelcomedGJM’sdecision to quit the NDA and called
the BJP “untrustworthy”. “We
welcome Bimal Gurung’s commitment to peace & decision to
withdraw support from NDA
while reposing faith in Mamata
Banerjee's leadership.”
The BJP, however, denied that
it had promised separate state to
theGJM.“TheBJPneverpromised
aseparatestatetotheGJMleader,”
state BJP chief Dilip Ghosh said.
The CPM, meanwhile, questioned the ruling Trinamool if it
would accede to the GJM's demand for a separate state.

EC takes note of
crowded rallies,
warns political
parties of action
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, OCTOBER 21

TAKING A severe view of
crowded rallies held recently in
Bihar, the Election Commission
(EC) on Wednesday warned political parties of action if its instructionsonmaintainingcrowd
discipline and Covid-19-related
precautionsduringcampaigning
are violated again.
The Commission simultaneously instructed the Bihar Chief
Electoral Officer and its district
machineryinthestateto“invoke
appropriate and relevant penal
provisions” under the Disaster
Management Act and the Indian
Penal Code against candidates
found violating EC’s orders.
The warning comes in the
wake of election rallies in Bihar
becoming more crowded and
supporters not wearing masks
while in attendance.
TheEC’sAugust21guidelines
mandate that physical gatherings should be held ensuring social distancing of at least two
metresbetweentheparticipants
and that all of them should be
wearing masks. The guidelines
state that the maximum number of attendees should not “exceed the limit prescribed by
State Disaster Management
Authority for public gatherings”.

EC weighs
permanent
increase in poll
expense limit
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, OCTOBER 21

DAYS AFTER the Law Ministry
notified a 10% hike in campaign
expenditure limit given the additional costs imposed by the
pandemic,
the
Election
Commission (EC) is now looking
at recommending a permanent
increase for all future elections.
OnWednesday,thepollbody
setupatwo-membercommittee
tolookintothematter.Thepanel
has been tasked to consider the
increase in the number of voters
and the cost inflation index, and
seekfeedbackfrompoliticalparties,beforemakingarecommendation in four months.
The expenditure limit was
last revised in 2014. “In last 6
yearsthelimitwasnotincreased
despite increase in electorate
from 834 million to 910 million
in 2019 to 921 million now.
Further,CostInflationIndexduring this period has increased
from 220 to 280 in 2019 to 301
now,” the commission said in its
statement Wednesday.
This week, the government
amendedtheelectionrulestoincrease the campaign expenditure limit by 10%.

Home Minister Rajnath Singh at a rally in Bhojpur district. Express

Khadse quits
BJP, blames
Fadnavis
SHUBHANGIKHAPRE
MUMBAI, OCTOBER 21

FORMER
MAHARASHTRA
MinisterEknathKhadse,whohad
been upset with the BJP since
2016 when he was forced to resignfromtheDevendraFadnavis
government over allegations of
corruption, resigned from the
party on Wednesday.
Khadse, who will join the
Nationalist Congress Party (NCP)
onFriday,blamedFadnavisforhis
decision to quit the BJP, the party
with which he has been associated from the time of its Jana
Sangh avatar.
KhadseonWednesdaysenta
two-line letter to the state BJP
president Chandrakant Patil, announcing his resignation. “I have
decidedtoresignfromtheBJPfor
personal reasons,” he said in the
letter.
The 68-year-old leader, who
won six elections in a row from
Muktainagar in Jalgaon district
from 1989 onward, was denied a
ticketforthe2019Assemblyelection by the BJP.
“IamnotupsetwithBJP.Ihave
resigned because of mental harassment by Fadnavis,” Khadse
said. “Fadnavis destroyed my life
and career.”
State NCP president Jayant
Patil announced on Wednesday:
“Khadse will join the NCP. The
party will accord him an importantroleintheorganisation.”The
NCPwas,however,tightlippedon
thepossibilityofaministerialposition for Khadse.
Khadse’s daughter-in-law
Raksha Khadse is a BJP MP from
Raver. “She will make her own
decision,” Khadse said. “She has
not quit (the BJP). She is not joining NCP.”
Khadse believes Fadnavis deliberately entangled him in a series of cases to undermine his
progress in the BJP.
In 2016, he had to relinquish
his ministerial berth on corruptionchargesinalanddealinPune.
Thestateanti-corruptionbureau
wasinvestigatingthecaseonthe

Maharashtra
ex-minister
set to join
NCP
ordersoftheBombayHighCourt.
It was alleged that Khadse,
who was then Revenue Minister,
misusedhispositiontoinfluence
the deal for a 3.1 acre MIDC plot
in Bhosari in Pune. He allegedly
ensured the plot was bought by
hiswifeandson-in-lawforjustRs
3.75 crore when its actual value
was Rs 30.01 crore. Khadse has
deniedtheallegationsrepeatedly.
Khadse’s induction into the
NCPisseenaspartof astrategyto
usetheformertoattackFadnavis.
At a press conference in the
evening, Khadse said: “I was implicated in a corruption case of
MIDC land... I was charged in a
criminal case for assaulting a
woman.Thepolicestationwhere
thecomplaintwaslodgedrefused
to register a case knowing my
character.ButtheCMofficecalled
the police asking for the FIR to be
lodged. I got a clean chit later.”
Khadse said: “The mental
agony caused by Fadnavis was
unbearable.Ioftenfeltdeathwas
better than facing such humiliation. All the charges against me
were fabricated.”
Fadnavis was guarded in his
responsetoKhadse’sallegations.
"Khadse is trying to paint me
as a villain. But what he is saying
is the half truth," he said. “I don't
want to speak about his resignation. But I have already many
times explained the stand on
charges he has levelled.”
However, senior leader and
former Finance Minister Sudhir
Mungantiwar urged the party to
introspection on Khadse's resignation.
"The party should analyse
what led Khadse to take such a
step. He is our respected leader
whosecontributioncannotbeignored,” Mungantiwar said.

Nadda: PM forced parties to
show report cards, not caste Chhattisgarh to hold
LIZMATHEW

NEWDELHI,OCTOBER21
PRIMEMINISTERNarendraModi
has changed the culture and language of election and has forced
every party to come before the
peoplewiththeirreportcardsinsteadoftheircasteoridentity,BJP
president J P Nadda said on J P Nadda at a rally in Bettiah
in West Champaran. PTI
Wednesday.
WhileNaddalaudedModifor
“replacingtheLaltenera”
lic addresses and ask for
—anapparentreference
votesonthebasisofcaste
to the RJD’s election
and region. In 2014,
symbol lantern — with
Narendra Modi changed
“reportcardpolitics”and
the character of India’s
asserted the need to
DECISION politics. Now whoever
have Chief Minister
2020
comes will come based
Nitish Kumar to work
BIHAR
on work done in the
withPMModiforBihar’s
past.”
development, Defence
Targeting RJD leader Tejaswi
MinisterRajnathSinghcalledthe
BJP-JD(U)partnership“superhit” Yadav over the poll promise of
and drew its parallel to the open- providing 10 lakh jobs, the BJP
ing pair of Sachin Tendulkar and chief said,“NowTejaswiispromisingjobs.Itwasintheirtimethat
Virender Sehwag.
Nadda addressed rallies in Bihar witnessed exodus and Lalu
Betiah and Motihari and stressed Prasad made it his USP.”
The BJP president also said
thattheperformanceofNDAgovernmentshaschangedthefaceof Prime Minister Modi’s goverBihar.“Priorto2014,nobodypre- nance has forced the RJD and
sented their report card. People TejashwitodropLaluPrasad’spicusedtospeakoftheircasteinpub- ture from party posters.

Don’t vote,
but don’t
shout: CM
Patna: Addressing a gathering at Parsa in Saran in
support of JD(U) candidateChandrikaRai,father
of RJD leader Tej Pratap
Yadav’s
estranged
wife, CM
Nitish
Kumar
lost his
cool after a section of the
crowd started shouting.
“If you do not want to
vote, do not vote. But do
not shout,” said the CM.
He went on to say that he
and Rai had a long association. Rai’s daughter
Aishwarya and Tej Pratap
are in the middle of divorce proceedings, and
Rai recently joined the
JD(U) after leaving the
RJD.
ENS

special session next
week for new farm law
GARGIVERMA

RAIPUR,OCTOBER21
THECHHATTISGARHgovernment
willholdatwo-dayspecialsession
fromOctober27,accordingtoanotification issued by the Assembly
secretariat. The sessions will be
heldtobringanewlawagainstthe
Centre’s three farm Bills, sources
inthegovernmentsaid.
The Congress government’s
plan to convene a special session
had earlier hit a roadblock after
Governor Anusuiya Uikey returned its proposal citing lack of
specific information and questioningtheneedtoholdasession
less than two months after the
monsoon session.
On Tuesday, the state government sent a fresh proposal to the
Governor and she granted approval on Wednesday. The state
Secretariatissuedthenotification
after Chhattisgarh minister
Ravindra Chaubey met the
Governor on Wednesday.

Minister Chaubey met
Governor Anusuiya Uikey
on Wednesday
Speakingtothemediaafterhis
visit to the Raj Bhavan, Chaubey
said, “The Centre should answer
why they are keeping mum on
MSP.WhentheybringaBillforthe
country, they should be answerabletotheworriesoffarmersfrom
theentirecountry.”
On Tuesday, the minister had
said, “The winter session will
commence in the last week of
December, whereas paddy buyingwillstartonDecember1.So,it
is important that the state makes
necessary amendments to the
Chhattisgarh farm Bill, 1972 in a
special session.”

Court orders FIR against Tomar,
Nath for ‘breach of Covid norms’
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
GWALIOR, OCTOBER 21

THE GWALIOR bench of Madhya
Pradesh High Court on
Wednesday directed the magistrates of Datia and Gwalior districts to register an FIR against
Union minister Narendra Singh
Tomar and Congress leader
Kamal Nath for allegedly violating Covid-19 protocol during
electioneering.
The division bench of Justice
Sheel Nagu and Justice R K
Shrivastava issued the interim
direction during the hearing of a
PIL filed by advocate A P Singh.

Narendra Singh Tomar,
Kamal Nath
The court order said that the
petitioner pointed out that the
congregation was held on
October 5, 2020 at Modi House,
opposite to Landmark Hotel in
Gwalior, where Union Minister
NarendraSinghTomarspoke,but
no FIR was filed against Tomar.

The court order said that the
petitioner also pointed out that
another gathering took place at
Bhander in Datia on the same
day in the presence of former
CM Kamal Nath, even as no FIR
was lodged against him.
The court issued interim directionstothedistrictmagistrates
of all nine districts falling within
thecourt’sterritorialjurisdiction,
restrainingthemfromgivingpermission to any candidate/politicalpartyforholdingphysicalcongregations of any number of
people unless the political party
applying for it satisfies the DM
concernedholdingavirtualelection campaign was not possible.

Bharat Electronics Limited
(A Govt. of India Enterprise
under the Ministry of Defence)
(CIN: L32309KA1954GOI000787)

Bharat Electronics Limited, a Navaratna Company in the ﬁeld of professional
Electronics, requires a Security Ofﬁcer in E-II grade for its Panchkula unit.
Post/
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Upper Age
Limit on
Reservation
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Last date of receipt of applications is 11/11/2020.
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Independent MLA withdraws
support to BJP-led govt in Goa
Panaji: Independent MLA Prasad
GaonkarWednesdayannounced
thatheiswithdrawingsupportto
the BJP-led government in Goa.
The announcement came after a
war of words between him and
Chief Minister Pramod Sawant
over allocation of land for an IIT.

The altercation started after
Gaonkar said that the IIT is being proposed in another constituency despite him offering a
place in the constituency he
represents.
Over the week, Gaonkar also
accused the government of not

Office of the Commissioner and Director of
Agricultural Marketing
Government of Andhra Pradesh, Guntur.
EXPRESSION OF INTEREST

managing the affairs of the state
run sugar co-operative and “allowing its slow death”.
Speaking to reporters on
Tuesday, Sawant trashed
Gaonkar’s allegations and said,
“Gaonkar was busy in land deals
and because the setting was not
done properly he first refused to
handoverthelandtothegovernment.”
At a press meet Wednesday,
Gaonkar said, “The government
canset up an inquiryon me.Find
if I have done any land deals in
Sanguem. The comments, that
toocomingfromachief minister,
were not in good taste.”
ENS

Govt trying to improve poor
police-population ratio: Shah
DEEPTIMANTIWARY

NEW DELHI, OCTOBER 21
IN HIS first physical appearance
at a public event related to his
ministry after recovering from
Covid-19 infection, Home
Minister Amit Shah on
Wednesday paid floral tribute to
policemen who have lost their
lives in the line of duty at the
National Police Memorial in
Chanakyapuri in the national
capital.
Addressingagatheringof police officers and government of-

Expression of Interest requested from Designers/Architectural firms
for providing latest speedy execution & cost effective concepts for
“Construction of 500MT Capacity Scientific Godown (for Rythu Bharosa
Kendrams)” across the state of Andhra Pradesh and the EOI document
can be had from website http://market.ap.nic.in. Any details please
contact cell No.9182361156 & 9182361159
Sd/- Superintending Engineer (AM),
0/o Commissioner and Director of Agrl.Marketing Govt. of A.P., Guntur.

Amit Shah
ficials at the Memorial on the occasionofPoliceCommemoration
Day, Shah acknowledged India's
poorpolice-populationratioand
said the government is working
to improve this.
He said the government is
alsoworkingonamulti-pronged
approachtowardssecuritywhere
more technology would be acquiredtosupplementmanpower
to secure the country’s borders.
The Home Minister said the
nation is indebted to sacrifices

DIPR No.398PP/CL/ADVT/1/1/2020-21 Dt.21/10/2020

SHRI KRISHNA AYUSH UNIVERSITY KURUKSHETRA
(Established by the State Legislature Act No. 25 of 2017)
UMRI ROAD, SECTOR-8, KURUKSHETRA, HARYANA-136118
Website: www.skau.ac.in

PRESS NOTICE

The Registrar, Shri Krishna Ayush University (SKAU), Umri Road,
Sector-8, Kurukshetra, Haryana-136118 invites online bids in two
bids system (i.e. Financial Bid and Technical Bid) from the eligible
Central/State Public Sector Undertakings (PSUs) and Central/State
Government organizations for providing "Project Management
Consultancy Services for Planning, Designing and Development of
New Campus of Shri Krishna Ayush University (PHASE-l )" at Village
Fattupur, Thanesar, Kurukshetra, Haryana-136118.
The Request for Proposal (RFP) document will be available online
from 11.00 A.M. on 27.10.2020. A Pre-bid conference will be held at
11.00 A.M. on 05.11.2020 at Shri Krishna Ayush University, Umri
Road, Sector-8, Kurukshetra, Haryana-136118.
The Last date & time of submission of bids through e-tendering is
17.11.2020 upto 3.00 P.M.
The Bid forms and other details can be seen and downloaded from
the website https://etenders.hry.nic.in/nicgep/app
Sd/REGISTRAR
SKAU,
KURUKSHETRA
83332/HRY
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MÑXf³Àf. IYf´fûÊ. d»f. ¸fbSXfQf¶ffQ ´fÂffaI :
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Avoid Plastic

Save Rain Water

made by police personnel towardssecurity,integrityandsovereignty of the country. “Every
drop of blood shed by our brave
police personnel has strengthened the path of country’s
progress.... It is because of your
sacrifices that the country is able
to sleep peacefully.”
He said 264 police personnel
have died in the line of duty this
year alone. “Till date, 35,398 police personnel have sacrificed
their life for the country,”
Shah said.
Recallingtheforce’scontribution during the pandemic, Shah
noted that 343 police personnel,
who were on the front-lines in
the country’s battle against the
virus, lost their lives to Covid-19.
“This sacrifice will be written in
historyingoldenletters....Police
personnelareonduty24hours
a day, and 365 days in the year.
When all of us celebrate festivals, police personnel are on
duty,” he said.
He assured the police force
on behalf of the government
that they must focus on security of the nation, and the government will take care of the
security and well being of their
families.
Ever since the Home
Minister was infected with
coronavirus in August, he has
largely been operating from
home,holdingmeetings—both
political and bureaucratic — at
home and clearing crucial files
related to the ministry.

Create Rain Water Harvesting Structure

Tiruchirappalli City Corporation
Tender Notice No: 139 /2020-2021

The tenderers willing to submit tenders for Establishing Integrated
Command and Control Centre valuing at the cost of Rs.1232.00 Lakhs to
be executed under the Tiruchirappalli Smart City Mission are requested to
submit tenders through E-Tendering procedure in http://tntenders.gov.in
as well as through sealed hard copy on or before 3.00.p.m. of 25.11.2020,
which will be downloaded and opened at 04.00.p.m in the same day. If the
date of receipt of tender happens to be holiday, then tenders will be
received in the succeeding working day at the same time and venue.
Tender Conditions are available in the above said website.
(E1/8353/2020(Main)

DIPR/3935/TENDER/2020

83329/HRY

New Delhi

Commissioner,
Tiruchirappalli City Corporation
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BIHAR

HASHTAG POLITICS
● Manoj Tiwari sings for BJP
@BJP4Bihar released another poll
song, sung by MP Manoj Tiwari,
Suna ho Bihar ke bhaiya…Phir se BJP
pe ashirwaad banawo re bhaiya, apne
NDA ke sange kadam badhawo re
bhaiya, and in the tune of his famous
song Jiya tu Bihar ke Lala (composed
by Sneha Khanwalkar for the film
Gangs of Wasseypur, 2012).

RJD’s Tejashwi
Yadav
@yadavtejashwi
hit out at Nitish
Kumar with a
video Naam mat
lo uska (Don’t take
his name) featuring a grocer, and
tweeted: The CM’s false pleas over 15
years have killed many small traders
and businessmen. Who’s responsible?

Randeep Singh Surjewala @rssurjewala
tweeted his video from the launch of INC’s
manifesto Badlaav Patra 2020 with ‘12 big
schemes’: “Bihar demands change,
development, golden future, employment,
industrial progress, rightful crop prices,
better education and health, right to drinking
water, cheap electricity, freedom from crime”.
#sankalp_badlaav_ka He also tweeted: ‘Modi
government loots Bihar-UP people as
festival special trains charge 30% hiked fee’

4.3KVIEWS,804LIKES,682RETWEETSIN12HOURS

41KVIEWS,6.8KLIKES,1.4KRETWEETSIN14HOURS

9.2KVIEWS,1.2KLIKES,349RETWEETSIN3HOURS

BIHAR: CRIMES

Nitish’s 15 yrs: Murders, abduction
for ransom down, stretched police
Attempt-to-murder, robbery, vacancies in police up; data show a slight law and order dip since 2009
DEEPTIMAN TIWARY

NEW DELHI, OCTOBER 21

I Hereby Declare

Nitish Kumar with ally Jitan Ram Manjhi on the campaign trail. PTI

2004-2019: FIGURING OUT THE NEW
Crime

2004

Kidnapping

3,413

2009

2019

% change (since % change (since
2004, Nitish vs
2009, Nitish
Lalu-Rabri term)
vs Nitish)

3,222 10,707

214%

232%

Attempt to Murder 2,995

3,068

7,462

148%

143%

Murder

3,948

2,986

3,138

-21%

5%

Rape

1,390

929

730

-47%

-21%

POLICE STRENGTH

BIHARHASTHELOWEST
police:populationratiointhecountry

%NON-WOMEN
KIDNAPPING

71%
(2004)

3,222
1,986

3,413

■ TOTAL
■ OFWOMEN

10,707
8,518

MOST NOTORIOUS: KIDNAPPING

997

ONEOFthemainpillarsofChiefMinisterNitish
Kumar’s sushasan or good governance plank
isthatheendedtheLaluPrasadgovernment’s
goonda raj. A comparison of the crime data
from various government sources since 2004
showsthatcasesofmurderhaveindeedfallen
significantly in the three terms of Nitish, as
have kidnappings for ransom, equated with
the RJD reign. However, incidents of attempt
tomurderhaveincreasedexponentially,even
astheJD(U)-BJPgovernmenthasfailedtoimprove Bihar’s police-population ratio, which
remains among the worst in the country.
AsthepollbattleheatsupinBihar,theOppositionistalkingof“deterioratinglawandorder”, even as the JD(U) campaign repeatedly
compares Nitish’s 15 years to the 15 years the
statewasunderLaluandwifeRabriDeviasCM.
TheIndianExpresscompareddataformurder,attempttomurder,kidnapping,rape,robberyanddacoityfor2004(lastyearof theRJD
regime),2009(ayearbeforeNitishwonasecondtermwithalandslidevictoryontheback
of his success in implementing law and order)and2019.Thecomparisontakesintoaccount crime and policing data available with
the National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB),
Bureau of Police Research and Development
(BPR&D), and Bihar Police.
Ascomparedto2004,annualmurdercases
were down 21% by 2019 — that is better than
the 16% drop in the national average over the
same period. However, between 2009 and
2019, murder cases went up by 5% in Bihar.
“While state police are notorious for not
registeringFIRs,youcan’tignoreadeadbody,”
saidanNCRBofficial,explainingwhymurders
are a good pointer to a state’s law and order.
In contrast, the attempt to murder cases
were higher by 148% in 2019 compared to

38%
20%
2004 2009 2019 (2009) (2019)

STATEAVERAGE

NATIONALAVERAGE

per1lakhpeople

per1lakhpeople

81 personnel

158 personnel
2009

2019

Sanctioned

85,531

140,674

Actual

59,999

86,639

30%

38%

Vacancy

Source: National Crime Records Bureau, Bureau of Police Research and Development, and Bihar Police

LJP manifesto: Jobs, ‘caste-free’ society
SANTOSH SINGH

PATNA, OCTOBER 21

UDAYNARAYANCHOUDHARY
Rashtriya Janata Dal, Imamganj (Gaya)

TOTAL ASSETS

`1.48 CRORE
47% rise since 2015 (Rs 1 crore approx.)

MOVABLE ASSETS

`62.29 LAKH
Assets
Cashinhand
Bankbalance
Stocks&bonds
Otherinvestment
Jewellery
Vehicle
Other
Total

2015
2,50,316
20,17,813
NIL
3,40,000
4,50,000
3,70,000
2,50,000
36,78,129

2020
1,51,200
49,73,778
NIL
NIL
8,50,000
NIL
2,55,000
62,29,978

` 86 LAKH
Assets
Agriland
Non-agriland
Commercial
Residential
Other
Total

2015
10,00,000
NIL
NIL
54,00,000
NIL
64,00,000

2020
21,00,000
NIL
10,00,000
55,00,000
NIL
86,00,000

LIABILITIES
NIL
CRIMINAL CASES

LJP president Chirag Paswan Wednesday released his party’s manifesto, dubbed a vision
documentof“BiharFirst,BihariFirst”,promising a caste- and religion-free society and allround development.
GoingaheadoftheGrandAlliance’spromise of equal pay for equal work for panchayat
teachers,theLJPpromisedthesametoallcontractualgovernmentemployees.Chiraghitthe
campaigntrailonWednesday,havingwrapped up the rituals related to father Ram Vilas
Paswan’s death.
HeaccusedCMNitishKumarof havingno
development record to show, riding on PM
Narendra Modi’s achievements, and not cre-

One case pending under Sections
188 (disobedience to public servant's
order) and 171F (undue influence
during election) of the IPC for
violating the Model Code of Conduct
while campaigning.

Chirag with mother Wednesday. PTI
atingjobs.HavingearliertoldTheIndianExpress
inaninterviewthathebelieved“povertyisthe
only caste”, Chirag said the JD(U) promoted

casteism and communalism. “Governments
haveeitherbeenformedorfallenonlythrough
smart social engineering of castes,” the 37year-old said. “You (Nitish) divided Dalits by
creating a sub-section of Mahadalits and divided backward castes by forming extremely
backward castes.”
The LJP manifesto promises a film city
and coaching city in Bihar on the pattern of
Kota; reservation in promotions to SC/STs;
hiringforallgovernmentvacancies;anoverhaul of the education system with local dialects in school syllabus, wi-fi in SC/ST
schools, and a Bachelor of Education college
in every district; a dialysis centre at sub-divisional level; health coverage of up to Rs 2.5
lakh per year; sponsorship for mass weddings at block level; and FIRs against officials
if files not cleared on time.

● KEY PLAYERS

DOESTHEBSP HOLDANY
INFLUENCEINBIHAR?
RAJENDRA SINGH
LOYALIST REBEL

● WHO’S WHERE TODAY
NIRMALA SITHARAMAN AND RAVI
SHANKAR PRASAD IN PATNA

LOOKING FOR KANHAIYA KUMAR

‘It’s not a referendum on
Modi, absolutely not...
the anger is against Nitish’
SANTOSH SINGH & MANOJ C G
PATNA, NEW DELHI, OCTOBER 21

ONE-AND-A-HALF years after his very publiccontestwithUnionministerof stateGiriraj
Singh on the Begusarai Lok Sabha seat, CPI
leader Kanhaiya Kumar made a very quiet
appearance in Patna on Monday.
Wordisthathewillstartcampaigningsoon
— the CPI is contesting the polls as part of the
Mahagathbandhan.However,likemuchabout
Kanhaiya lately, there is no clarity on how
many rallies, and for whom in the alliance.
Kanhaiya’s silence is particularly striking
since he had stormed into national limelight
as the firebrand former president of the JNU
Students’Union,defiantinthefaceof thegovernment’s sedition charges. Early this year,
Kanhaiya was part of rallies against the CAA
across Bihar, drawing enthusiastic crowds.
Last month though, as one of the fellow
accused in the JNU sedition case, Umar
Khalid, was arrested and charged under the
UAPA over the Delhi riots, Kanhaiya did not
say anything.
Seeking to build a political career from
home state Bihar, Kanhaiya appears to be
toning down his polarising image, which
leaveshim notjustopen toattacksbythe BJP
but also makes allies uncomfortable. On
Twitter, where he has a massive following,
he has been silent on so-called anti-national
issuesandhasbeentalkingof jobs,Babriverdict, and attacking the Modi government's
policies.
In the web series The Lallantop aired earlier this month, he said he owned the charge
of being the “sargana (leader)” of “tukdetukde gang”, as alleged in the JNU case, but
that what he was fighting against were peopletryingtobreakthenation.Healsocontested the anti-national charge.
Asked if he was deliberately keeping a
low profile this time, Kanhaiya told The
Indian Express, “I have always been low-profile.” He said he saw his role in this election
as being part of an alliance to ensure that the
“anti-BJPvotes are notdivided”.“Thebiggest
challengebeforeusisthatwhenNitishisgetting weakened, the BJP might directly capture power in Bihar,” he said.
One of Kanhaiya’s friends admitted that
thenewimageis“partof astrategy”,tomake
himacceptablebeyondhisloyalfanswhoinclude activists, Muslims, Dalits and youths.
For the coming election, Kanhaiya’s oratorical skills could be used by the Grand
Alliance in selective areas, especially with
sizeable Muslim populations. Sources said
several RJD candidates have made it clear
that they do not want the CPI leader campaigning for them. Sources also said there
would be none of the “azadi” slogans associated with him in Kanhaiya’s speeches.
Kanhaiya told The Indian Express the
Opposition should be careful about not
buildingitspoliticsaroundrespondingtothe
BJP’s agenda. “They will raise a mandir issue,
a masjid issue... The Opposition should have
agitations, movements, political pro-

Kanhaiya in Patna on Monday. PTI
grammes. It should not be thatyou react and
staysilent...Soif thereisaHindu-Muslim(issue), as a political party you have to give a response.Givearesponsebutconsistentlyraise
issues of farmers, unemployment, security
of women, atrocities.”
At the same time, Kanhaiya was emphatic that the Bihar polls were not a referendum on the Modi government. “No, absolutely not. In the political discourse, the
entire attack is on Nitish Kumar. The anger
and discontent are against Nitish... Yes, if the
BJP wins, they will project it as a victory of
Modi to cover up the failure during the lockdown. (But) this poll is for Bihar and is centred on Bihar.”
Asked about RJD leader Tejashwi Yadav
beingtheCMcandidateof theGrandAlliance,
Kanhaiya said it was natural as he was the
leaderof thelargestparty,adding,“Thequestion of who will be the CM if we get a majorityisnotthatimportantforus.”Kanhaiyaalso
noted that the crowds Tejashwi is drawing
are impressive. “The response is good. The
youth are supporting him.”
Tejashwihassofarkepthisdistancefrom
Kanhaiya, seeing in the CPI leader’s crowdpulling abilities a challenger for the spot of
next-generation leader of Bihar. In the 2019
elections, the RJD had refused to support the
CPI’s ticket to Kanhaiya from Begusarai.
Without the RJD’s backing, Kanhaiya had
come a distant third — underlining that he
needed a larger platform. Those close to
Kanhaiyahintthatheisopentojoiningother
parties in the Opposition camp.
Asked about LJP chief Chirag Paswan, another contender for future Bihar leader, Kanhaiya said he saw nothing wrong in him
choosing to go alone. “When we have a
multi-party system, how can you call one
party a vote-splitter of another?”
Rajan Jha, an assistant professor at Delhi
University, said there is another reason
Tejashwi might feel threatened by Kanhaiya.
“Kanhaiya is poor but upper caste and
Tejashwi is rich but from a backward caste. If
KanhaiyacomestothecentreofBiharpolitics,
it may break the stalemate of Bihar politics.”
In April, Kanhaiya told this reporter he
would not contest the 2020 Assembly polls.
As for 2025, he deftly parried the question.

BIHAR OUTSIDE BIHAR NORTH 24 PARGANAS

In jute belt, Nitish all the way: ‘Got jal, bijli, only lack PDS’
AMITAVA CHAKRABORTY

KANKINARA (NORTH 24 PARGANAS),
OCTOBER 21

IMMOVABLE ASSETS

2004. Even when compared to 2009, there
was a 143% rise.
At first glance, kidnapping cases show a
surprising increase — as against the general
perception—of214%between2004and2019.
However,acloserlookshowsthatamajorityof
thesekidnappingcaseslastyearwereofelopement, with families of women and girls opposedtoarelationshipoftenknowntousethis.
The2019data,infact,showsthatonly20%
of thekidnappingswereof a“serious”nature,
while80%concernedwomeneloping.Infact,
therewereonly43clear casesof “kidnapping
for ransom” recorded in Bihar last year.
Thefiguresarealmostatotalreversalcomparedto2004when,undertheRJD,71%of all
kidnappings were of a “serious” nature and
only 29% concerned abduction of women.
“Thereasonfortheincreaseinkidnapping
casesisbothhigherregistrationof crimesand
the system of online complaints, which has
helped people to file cases of elopement,”
ADGKamalKishorSingh,whosupervisesthe
Bihar Crime Records Bureau, said.
AnotherseniorBiharPoliceofficer,whohas
worked under both the RJD and NDA governments,says,“DuringLaluPrasad’sterm,there
usedtobehardlyanypolicemenatpolicestations. The strength at police stations has increasedalmostfourtimesinthepast15years.”
Data on police strength from the BPR&D
shows that the sanctioned strength of Bihar
Policehasgrownfromaround85,000in2005
(datafor2004isnotavailable)toover1.4lakh.
However, Bihar continues to have a high
number of vacancies. In fact, during Nitish’s
term, the vacancies have increased. In 2009,
30% of the posts were unfilled; this stood at
38% in 2019.
Analysisofotherdatashowsthattherewas
a decrease of 47% in rapes and 70% in dacoity
between 2004 and 2019. The numbers were
already down by 2009, though cases of robbery increased 48% between 2009 and 2019.
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ONthebanksoftheHooghly,atributaryofthe
Ganga,inWestBengal’sNorth24Parganaslie
severaljutemills.Alongsidethemillsarehundreds of mazdoor lines (worker settlements),
oftennobetterthanghettos,withthepredominant population migrants from Bihar.
The mills suffered greatly during the nationwidelockdownannouncedinend-March
tocheckthecoronavirus.First,therewereproduction losses as the mills shut, leaving many
without wages. Then, when these labour-intensiveunitswereallowedtoreopen,theydid
so with only 15% of the workforce.
However, the workers here already seem
to have put the lockdown woes behind them.
SittingonabenchattheentranceoftheAnglo
IndiaJuteMill’smazdoorlineno.17inKankinara, about 50 km from Kolkata, 60-year-old
YogendraSinghandhisyoungerbrotherJaykishor Singh are debating when to leave for
hometown Siwan, as they have tea.

Siwan, in west Bihar, votes in the second
phaseonNovember3.Althoughthetwodon’t
have a vote in Bihar anymore, they say they
want to be home for all the poll excitement.
Thevisitwillalsocoincidewiththeweddingof
the youngest of Yogendra’s five daughters, on
November 6.
YogendraretiredfromAngloIndiaJuteMill
in 2017, after working there for four decades.
However, he chose to settle in Bengal. “Siwan
hasseensomedevelopmentinthepastdecade
but we still have to go to Patna (about 140 km
away) for most things. Bihar may now have
roadsandelectricity,butitstilllacksgoodcollegesandemploymentopportunities,”hesays.
Once the local unit secretary of the Leftleaning CITU, Yogendra, however, believes
Nitish Kumar has done “more or less” a good
job as Chief Minister compared to his predecessors.“Hehasbeenbetterthanthosebefore
him.Now,nobodycomestoBengalfromBihar.
If people migrate in search of work, they prefer to go to Gujarat and Rajasthan.”
ChandanShah,whoisfourdecadesyoungerbut also made the same journey to Kankinara from Siwan, is a Nitish supporter too.

Natraj and his
wife plan to go
to Chhapra to
vote in the end
of October.
Partha Paul

Standing at the door of his one-room tenement,furtherdeepintoLine17,nexttoafilthy
nullahthatdividestherowsof houses,the23year-old says is planning to go home on October25tovote.“Myfamilyhasreceivedalotof
help from the Nitish government. During the
lockdown,mybrotherreceivedRs1,000inhis
account. He (Nitish) has completely changed
thelawandorderscenarioinmyhometown.”
However,sincethelockdown,the20-hour
travel back to Bihar has become prohibitively
costly. As trains are yet to start from Kolkata’s

Sealdah station, migrants depend on private
buses.“Ittakesnearlytwodaystoreachhome
on a bus. Travelling one-way costs Rs 1,500 to
Rs 2,000,” Shah says.
Alongthenextnullahismazdoorlineno.2.
Sittingonthedoorsillof hisrentedone-room
dilapidatedhouse,58-year-oldLaxmanNatraj
iswatchingchildrenrunalongthedrain.Anative of Chhapra, Natraj came to Kolkata in
search of a job in 1983 and has since worked
inseveraljutemillsinthedistrict.Hetalksofan
unexpectedbenefitofthelockdown.“Iwould

New Delhi

usuallyvisithometwiceayeartoseemywife
and children. This year, my wife had come
down for a week on March 23, just a day before thelockdown,and hassincebeen here... I
don’t remember the last time we stayed together for so long,” Natraj beams, as his wife
Laxmi stands behind him.
ThetwoplantogotoChhapraintheendof
October, when Natraj would drop Laxmi off
and also cast his vote. Like Shah, he also worries about thecostof thebus travel and hopes
train services will resume by then.
The58-year-oldsaystheyarealsostaunch
supportersof Nitish.“Hewillwin.Mywifereceived Rs 1,000 from the government during
the lockdown. Nal jal aa gaya, bijli aa gayi. Bas
sirf ration card nahin hai (There is water, there
is electricity. The only thing we don’t have is a
ration card).”
In another two years or so, Natraj, who
works as a clerk at Anglo India Jute Mill, will
retire. He hopes Nitish will still be in power
then.“Iamhereforwork,this isnotourplace.
So it’s necessary that Nitish stays. Whatever
littleworkisleft(tobedone),willbecompleted
by then.”
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Assam CM Sonowal at
the reopening. Express
ASSAM

Kazirangapark
opensafter
eightmonths
Guwahati:Afterbeingshut
for nearly eight months,
the Kaziranga National
Park and Tiger Reserve—
famousforitsone-horned
rhinos—opened for all
touristsonWednesday.At
the reopening ceremony
at the park, Chief Minister
Sarbananda Sonowal told
reportersthatthere-opening would help revive
Assam’stourismsectorafterthelockdown.Assam’s
nationalparksandwildlife
sanctuariesusuallyremain
closedforfivemonths,coinciding with the annual
flood season from endMay/June to September.
This time, however, the
parks shut earlier, since
March, due to the pandemic. Authorities said
the park will be opened
with strict Covid-19 protocol.
ENS

TRIPURA

HC to Republic TV: Is asking opinion on who
should be arrested investigative journalism?

Probe after
seizure reveals
drugs valued at
Rs 130 cr made
at unit near Pune

OMKAR GOKHALE

SUSHANT KULKARNI

MUMBAI, OCTOBER 20
THE BOMBAY High Court on
Wednesday sought to know
from Republic TV how its statements that asked the public to
decide on who should be arrested in actor Sushant Singh
Rajput'sdeath caseamounted to
investigative journalism. It also
asked the News Broadcasters
Federation (NBF) why no suo
motu action can be initiated for
“irresponsiblecoverage”of criminalsensitivematters andmedia
trial in the case.
A division bench of Chief
Justice Dipankar Datta and
Justice Girish S Kulkarni was
hearingpublicinterestlitigations
(PILs) by eight former senior police officers from Maharashtra,
as well as activists, lawyers and
NGOs,seekingrestrainingorders
against “media trial” in the case.
Referringtogrievancesraised
by petitioners over social media
campaigns run by the channel
seeking the arrest of actor Rhea
ChakrabortyfollowingSushant's
death, the HC asked: “Why is it
part of your channel news...askingthepublicabouttheiropinion
onwhoshouldbearrested?Isthis
partofinvestigativejournalism?”
Stating that it was not singling out Republic TV, the court
sought to know when a probe
(by the investigating agency)
was underway on whether it
was homicide or suicide case,

Sushant Singh Rajput
why the channel had taken a
stand that it was a murder and
whetherthesamewaspart of its
investigative journalism.
Advocate Malvika Trivedi,
appearing for Republic TV, refuted claims that the channel
had tried to malign the name of
the Mumbai Police by accusing
it of not carrying out a proper investigation in the case. She
addedthatinvestigativejournalism to unearth facts related to
the death case was undertaken
by the news channel.
When Trivedi said that the
channelshadbeentryingtopoint
out facts that had otherwise not
come out on record, the court
said, "We are referring to basic
journalism norms, where a basic
etiquettehastobemaintainedfor
suicidereporting.Nosensational
headlines or constant repeating.
You did not even leave the deceased, forget the witnesses."
It added, "These hashtags are
about setting personal scores...
You have depicted a lady in such

a manner that infringes her
rights under central legislation.
This is our prima facie view."
Expressing concern over the
coverage of Sushant death case,
the HC said, "There are certain
suicide reporting guidelines.
There should be no sensational
headlines. Don't you have respect for the deceased? it is so
unfortunate."
When Trivedi said that the
court cannot say that the media
should not come out with the
truth, CJ Datta said, “We are not
saying the media should be
throttledfromcriticisinggovernment policies. Our concern is
whether the programme code
was followed or not. Whether
your report contravenes any of
the laid down norms. You must
not crossover your boundary or
Laxman Rekha.”
The CJ added, "If you become
the investigator, prosecutor and
the judge, what is the use of the
judiciary? Why are we here? Do
not go on saying that it (reportage) is in context."
Earlier, the bench heard submissions of the Ministry of
Information and Broadcasting
(MIB), with Additional Solicitor
General (ASG) Anil Singh submittingthattheexistingself-regulatory mechanism was sufficient and there was no need for
additional regulations.
The HC also pointed out that
since the broadcasters use airwaves, which is public property,
they cannot be left without reg-

Govtannounces
4,500 jobs
afterlayoffs
Agartala: The Tripura government has announced
4,500 new jobs in
theHomeandManpower
and
Employment
Departments,
seven
monthsafteritfired10,323
ad-hocgovernmentteachers.ThejobsinManpower
and
Employment
Department have special
provisions for the sacked
teachers.Educationminister Ratan Lal Nath said the
newpostsinclude500police constable positions
under
the
Home
Department and 4,000
non-technical posts of
Lower Division Clerk and
Multi-Purpose Workers
under Manpower and
EmploymentDepartment.
The teachers will get age
relaxation for LDC and
MPW positions.
ENS

MAHARASHTRA

5killedasbus
plungesinto
gorge

Mumbai:Fivepeoplewere
killedand34injuredwhen
theirspeedingbusfellinto
a gorge in Maharashtra's
Nandurbar district in the
earlyhoursofWednesday,
apoliceofficialsaid.Theaccident took place at
Kondaibari ghat around
3.15 am when the private
bus, going from Buldhana
toSurat in Gujarat, tried to
overtake another bus.
While overtaking in the
ghatsection,thebusdriver
saw a truck coming from
the opposite direction. In
anattempttoavoidacollision wit the truck, the bus
driverlostthecontrolover
thewheels,hesaid. PTI

UTTAR PRADESH

Manbeaten,
shotdeadover
propertydispute

Meerut: A 60-year-old
man was beaten up and
shot dead by his nephews
inBaghpat's Panchivillage
Wednesdaymorning,officials said. Two people, including the nephews'
mother, have been arrestedandsearchesareon
to nab the remaining four
named in the FIR, police
said.Aprolongedproperty
disputeoverapieceofland
inthevillagewassaidtobe
the reason behind InzaMul-Haq’s killing. ENS

ulation. “FreedomunderSection
19(1)(a) (right to freedom of
speech and expression) is unquestionable. These broadcasters use airwaves and it is public
property. So, (there is) no absoluterighttouseairwaves.Why
andhowareyouallowingpublic
property to be misused by
broadcasters without any regulation?” the CJ asked.
The court sought to know
from senior counsel Siddharth
Bhatnagar, appearing for NBF,
why it did not have suo motu
powers to take action against errant news channels and why it
has to wait for complaints to be
lodgedagainstbroadcasters.The
bench will continue the hearing
on PILs on Friday.
Meanwhile,whilehearingthe
PILs, the HC took cognizance of a
newsreportinanationaldailyon
“online abuse”, as per which
ArtificialIntelligence(AI)botwas
rolled out by unidentified cyber
criminalsallowinganyonetocreate fake nude images of women
from any photograph.
While directing the Union
government to check the malice
reported, the HC asked the ASG
to take instructions from the
concerned ministry. CJ Datta
said, “The issue is extremely serious and you (ministry) have to
take steps.”
SinghassuredtheHCthatthe
ministry would take measures
to address the concerns and initiate action as per the
Information Technology Act.

Kangana, her sister
issued summons by
police for next week
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, OCTOBER 21

FOUR DAYS after a sedition case
was registered against actor
Kangana Ranaut and her sister
Rangoli Chandel, police issued
summons to them Wednesday.
Deputy Commissioner of
Police Abhishek Trimukhe said,
"Kangana has been asked to
present herself before police on
October 26, while Rangoli has
been called on October 27."
On directions of the metropolitan court, police had registered a case on October 17. The
women were booked under sections pertaining to committing
malicious or deliberate acts with
the intention of outraging religiousfeelingsofcitizens,sedition,
promoting enmity between different groups on grounds of religion,race,placeofbirth,residence
or language and common intention of the Indian Penal Code.
According to police, the FIR
states that through their tweets,
the sisters tried to "malign the
IndianConstitutionandimageof
the Maharashtra government,
hurt sentiments of Muslims and
tried to create division between

Kangana Ranaut
Hindus and Muslims".
The complaint was filed by
Munawwar Ali Sayyed, a casting
director and fitness trainer. In his
complaint, he stated that he had
workedwithwell-knownfilmdirectors and had, for the past few
months, observed on social media that Ranaut "is continuously
defaming Bollywood film industry and is portraying people
working in Bollywood films as a
hub of nepotism, favouritism,
drug addicts, communally-biased,murderers,etc"throughher
tweetsandtelevisioninterviews.
Ranaut, who has been critical of the Uddhav Thackeray-led
state government, had also criticised the Mumbai Police saying
she did not trust it.

ELGAR PARISHAD CASE

PUCL calls for repeal of UAPA,
release of 16 detained activists
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, PUNE OCTOBER 21

Rahul Gandhi at a paddy field in Wayanad, his Lok Sabha constituency. ANI

Kin of Kerala journalist facing
UAPA charges meet Rahul
AMIL BHATNAGAR
NOIDA, OCTOBER 21

THE FAMILY members of the
Kerala-based journalist facing
UAPAchargesonWednesdaymet
Congress leader Rahul Gandhi
during his visit to the state.
On October 5, journalist
Siddique Kappan, Atiqur
Rahman and Masood, officebearers of CampusFront of India
-- an organisation with links to
Popular front of India -- and
Alam, whose family claims he
wasdrivingtheotherthree,were
detained by Mathura Police
while on their way to Hathras.
An FIR was later filed against
them under UAPA and sedition

charges.
“We went to meet Rahul
GandhitodayinWayanad.Itwas
a brief conversation during
which he asked me to not
worry,” said Rehanath, wife of
Siddique Kappan.
Rahul is on a three-day visit
to Wayanad, which he represents in Lok Sabha.
The family also met Congress
Rajya Sabha MP K C Venugopal
during their visit. “He expressed
solidarity and told us how Rahul
Gandhiwasalsostoppedwhenhe
decided to visit Hathras. He also
told us that the party will stand
with us and will find a way out,”
Rehanath told The Indian Express.
A Mathura court on Tuesday
extended the judicial custody of

the four accused till November
2. The four had earlier been remanded in judicial custody for
14 days on October 7.
The Kerala Union of Working
Journalists had moved the
SupremeCourt,seekingthejournalist’srelease,buttheapexcourt
directed them to file a bail application in Allahabad High Court.
The meeting with Rahul
comes against the backdrop of
MPs from Kerala writing to the
Prime Minister and the Home
Minister for the release of the
journalist.
KappanhailsfromKeralaand
hasbeenlivinginDelhiforyears,
Rahman is from Muzaffarnagar,
AhmedfromBahraich,andAlam
from Rampur.

Handle ‘hacked’, NCW chief
files complaint with Twitter

Says ‘love-jihad’ remarks ‘blown up on social media’
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, OCTOBER 21

NATIONAL COMMISSION for
Women (NCW) chairperson
Rekha Sharma has lodged a
complaint with Twitter India after “some unauthorized tweets”
were made from her handle on
Tuesday evening.
The tweets, many using objectionable language, were
posted against the Gandhi family, the Hindu clergy, and some
even against the Prime Minister,
Sharma said on Wednesday.
On flak she received on social
media on Tuesday for having
raised the issue of “love jihad’’ in
Maharashtraduringhermeeting
withthestate'sGovernor,Bhagat
Singh Koshyari, Sharma said,
“Thishasbeenblownuponsocial
media. I had received a number
of complaints from civil society
organisations in Maharashtra of
forcedmarriages,andthenforced

Rekha Sharma
conversion of girls after these
marriages. I had made it very
clear that these were different
frommarriagesthatwerevoluntaryandconsensual.ThereasonI
used the term 'love jihad' is because that was the term used in
the complaints from the civil society organisations.”
On “unauthorized tweets”
from her handle, Sharma said,
“Twitterhadblockedmyaccount
yesterday and they had alerted
meonsuspiciousactivityfrommy

account. I was visiting
Maharashtra... After I landed at 7
pm (in Delhi, on Tuesday), I saw
one objectionable tweet and immediatelyinformedTwitter.They
then blocked the account. I will
decideonthefurthercourseofactiononlyafterTwittergetsbackto
me with their own explanation.”
Twitterdeclinedtocomment
on the issue when contacted by
The Indian Express.
Soon after her comments on
love-jihad, netizens dug out her
old tweets in which she had allegedly made controversial remarks against women and
politicians. Sharma claimed that
her Twitter account was hacked,
andthatthetweetsaredatedbefore she became the NCW chairperson.Followingthepublicoutrage, she deleted her tweets.
“I have protected my tweets
since last evening after receiving
amessagefromTwitterthatsuspicious activity was detected on
my account...” she tweeted.

IN VIEW of the arrest of tribal
rights activist Stan Swamy, the
sixteenth activist to be detained
intheBhimaKoregaoncase,several opposition parties and civil
society groups on Wednesday
cametogethertodemandtherepeal of the Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act or UAPA.
At a press conference hosted
by People's Union for Civil
Liberties (PUCL), the speakers
criticisedthe“illegal”arrests.The
PUCLhasalsodemandedtheimmediate release of Swamy and
Varavara Rao, both aged 80, and
specially abled Prof G N Saibaba
on humanitarian grounds to enable them to undergo appropriate treatment and care at a facility of their choice.
AllPUCLmembersalsocalled
for dropping charges against all
16 accused in the case, and demanded that the case should be
closed. V Suresh, general secretary of PUCL, said while the vast
majority of the accused under
the UAPA are finally acquitted,
therearestringentrequirements
for bail under the Act.
“The 'Bhima Koregaon
model' of arresting people not
connected to the incident, by
roping in academics, lawyers,
cultural artistes, film-makers,
journalists and activists for allegedly conspiring to overthrow
the government, has now become the model used by the NIA

VADODARA, OCTOBER 21
THE TEAM investigating the allegedcontractkillingofBJPleader
Hiren Patel on September 27 in
Jhalod of Dahod district is now
lookingintothepossiblepolitical
link after the questioning of the
fourarrestedaccusedinthecase.
The new investigating officer
in
the
case,
Deputy
Superintendent Paresh Solanki,
has written to the Chief Officer of
Jhalod Municipality, seeking details of the functioning, finances
andcontractsawardedtovarious
agenciesandcontractorsbetween
February 2018 and August 2020,
a month before Patel's alleged
murder. Police is probing allegationsthatahigh-stakeslocalelectionofthepresidentandthevicepresidentofthemunicipality,held

PIMPRI CHINCHWAD police's
probe following seizure of
Mephedrone, estimated to be
valued at Rs 20 crore in the illegal market, has unearthed a big
narcotics production and distribution ring near Pune.
According to the police, it
emerged during investigation
that drugs valued at more than
Rs 130 crore in the illegal market
were manufactured – and distributed in the past –at a biotech
unit in Ranjangaon, about50 km
from Pune city, and the ring was
allegedly operated by a criminal
linked to the Chhota Rajan gang.
Among those arrested is a
Nigeriannationalwholookedafter “bulk distribution of the contraband” manufactured at the
biotech unit, Pimpri Chinchwad
police commissioner Krishna
Prakash said.
On October 8, Pimpri
Chinchwad police had seized a
20-kg consignment of the contrabandsubstanceMephedrone,
alsoknownasMeowMeow,valued at Rs 20 crore in international market, and arrested five
persons from a place near
Chakan in Pune district.
PolicecommissionerPrakash
subsequently formed six teams,
coordinated by DCP Sudhir
Hiremath, to probe into various
aspects such as supply of materials, manufacturing, distribution of the contraband, etc.
Prakash told The Indian
Express: “After the first five arrests, we have arrested nine
more persons until now. Those
arrested later include (suspected) kingpins of the racket –
Tushar Kale and Rakesh
Khaniwadekar, alias Rocky. Our
probe till nowsuggests that Kale
has links with the Chhota Rajan
gang and Khaniwadekar is
wanted by the Narcotics Control
Bureau in other drugs cases.”

FULLREPORTON
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CPI(M) leader Sitaram Yechury and CPI’s D Raja
(National Investigation of
Agency)andcentralgovernment
for the Delhi violence of
February and even the Hathras
incident," he claimed.
Jharkhand Chief Minister
Hemant Soren, through a video
message, said, “When the countryissubjectedtoanarchy,when
Hitlerism is practiced at some
placesinthecountry,theopposition should not hesitate to stand
together, irrespective of which
political party they belong to.”
DMK MP Kanimozhi highlighted the growing attacks on
the right to dissent. "The central
government even used the pandemic as an opportunity to inflictanti-peoplelawsonthepeople. It's time for people to break
their silence, to gather and stand
together and fight against these
attacks to save the country."
NCP MLA Supriya Sule said,
“EveryoneknowsthattheyareinnocentandtheNCPiswiththem.
Wheneverthestategovernment
wants to carry out a fair investigation, the central government

intervenesanddoesnotallowit.”
CPI (M) leader Sitaram
Yechury said what happened in
the Elgaar Parishad case was not
an isolated instance. He said victims were similarly charged in
Delhi riots cases.
CPI leader D Raja said, “We
should demand release of
SwamyandallaccusedinBhima
Koregaon case. I know Varavara
Rao, Sudha Bharadwaj, Shoma
Sen, Hany Babu, Anand
Teltumbde,GautamNavlakha,all
intellectuals.…Seditioncharges
are being slapped against students and activists, and said his
partyhasalwaysbeenagainstthe
UAPA.Heallegedthatright-wing
extremistgroupswanttoconvert
the “Indian democratic state to a
theocratic state”.
RajaalsospokeaboutSaibaba,
aformerDelhiUniversityprofessor,andsaidheis95percentdisabled and is still not being releasedonbail.“Prisonersdohave
rights... the present government
is ruthless. It does not believe in
the Constitution,” he said.

Gujarat Police probe ‘political
link’ in Hiren Patel ‘murder’
ADITI RAJA

PUNE, OCTOBER 21

on August 25, was the trigger for
the alleged contract killing.
Intheletter,acopyof whichis
with The Indian Express, Solanki
has said the information is required in connection with the
probe of Patel's case, which has
beenregisteredunderIPCSection
302(culpablehomicideamounting to murder).
The letter states, "Please furnish the true copies of all resolutions made in the General Board
and the Executive board from
February 2018 to August 2020.
Please also furnish the grants receivedbytheJhalodMunicipality
during the same period... true
copiesofallproposalsforplanning
of development works as per the
governmentprocessaswellasthe
relevant technical permissions,
principal approvals, tender
process and work orders... the
records bills issued (by contrac-

tors) and the payments made by
the municipality for the same."
The statements of the newly
elected president and vice-presidentaswellasthemembersofthe
Congress, who cross-voted in the
elections on August 25 were
recordedtounderstandiftheleadersreceivedanythreatsasclaimed
byPatel'sfamilyandsupporters.
Local leaders say that about
three months before the polls,
three Congress councillors and
oneindependentcouncillorwent
intohiding,allegedlyattheinsistence of Patel. Of the three councillorswasSonalDindor,whobecame the president of the
municipality unopposed in
August. Dindor along with the
two other party councillors rebelledandvotedagainsttheparty
mandate to support Nanda
Vaghelatobecomethevice-president,whowasbackedbytheBJP.

New Delhi

‘Harassment’
of journalists:
Global press
bodies write to
PM Modi
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, OCTOBER 21

TWO INTERNATIONAL press associations have written a joint
lettertoPrimeMinisterNarendra
Modiandurgedhimtotake“immediate steps to ensure that
journalistscanworkwithoutharassment and fear of reprisal”.
In their letter, written on
Tuesday, the Austria-headquartered International Press
Institute(IPI)andBelgium-based
International Federation of
Journalists (IFJ) also asked Modi
to “direct the state governments
to drop all charges against journalists, including those under
thedraconianseditionlaws,that
have been imposed on them for
their work”.
“The number of cases filed
against journalists have increased enormously after the
spreadof thepandemic,”theletter stated. The “health crisis
[pandemic] is being used as an
excusetosilencethosewhohave
exposedshortcominginthegovernment’s response to it... A free
media is essential to a successful
public health response.”
They wrote, “The use of sedition laws to harass independent,
critical journalists is not only a
gross violation of the country’s
international commitments, it is
also an attempt by the government to silence any criticism.
Journalistic work cannot be
equated to sedition or undermining security.”
“As many as 55 journalists
were targeted for covering the
pandemic in India between 25
March,whenlockdownwasfirst
imposed,and31May,areportby
Rights and Risks Analysis Group
(RRAG) has shown,” they stated.
Meanwhile, in a statement
issued Wednesday, the Editors
Guild of India criticised Delhi
Police for a “brazen attack...on a
journalist [Ahan Penkar] of The
Caravan magazine while he was
carrying out his duty as a member of the press”.
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Farmers ease rail
blockade to allow
goods trains, CM
welcomes move
KANCHAN VASDEV

CHANDIGARH, OCTOBER 21
The government has expressed hope that kharif onions,
likely to start arriving soon in mandis, will cool prices. File

Govt relaxes import
norms for onion
amid rising prices
NEW DELHI, OCTOBER 21

AMID RISING onion prices, and
perhaps also keeping in view the
Bihar elections, the Centre on
Wednesday relaxed import
norms for the bulb until
December 15 and asked Indian
HighCommissionersin“relevant”
countriestocontacttradersthere
tofacilitateitsimportbyIndia.The
government has expressed hope
thatkharifonions,likelytostartarrivingsooninmandis,willgivereprievetotherisingprices.
Themovecomesatatimewhenretailpriceofonionhasincreasedinrecentdays.Accordingtothe
UnionMinistryofConsumerAffairs,FoodandPublicDistribution,a
sharp spike in prices by Rs 11.56
perkgoverthelast10dayshastakentheall-IndiaretailpriceofoniontoRs51.95perkg.Thisis12.13
percenthigherthanthepriceofRs
46.33perkgatthistimelastyear.
OnSeptember14,thegovernment had announced a ban on
onionexport“toensureavailabilitytodomesticconsumersatreasonableratesduringtheleanseasonbeforethekharifonionarrival.”
“To facilitate import of onion,
the government has relaxed the
conditionsforfumigationandadditional declaration on Phytosanitary Certificate under the Plant
Quarantine Order, 2003, for importuptoDecember15,”theministry said in a statement on
Wednesday.Itstated,“IndianHigh
Commissions have been instructedintherelevantcountries
tocontactthetradersforpushing
for greater imports of onions to
thecountry.....Suchconsignments
of imported onions which arrive
inIndianportwithoutfumigation
andendorsementtothateffecton
the PSC, would be fumigated in
India by the importer through an
accredited treatment provider.”
The ministry stated, “An un-
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Bihar in
mind, taking
● sting out

THE RISE in onion price
has been a sensitive poll
issue. Political circles are
still reminded of the Delhi
elections in 1998, when
onion prices, which had
shot up to then record Rs
60/ kg, was seen as one of
the factors that led to BJP’s
defeat. With Bihar polls
round the corner, the
Centre, it seems, doesn’t
want to take any chances.
So, as the staple began to
get dearer, the government last month banned
exports, and now has relaxed import norms to
augment domestic supply
and keep prices in check.
It has also started releasing from buffer stock.
dertaking will be obtained from
importers that the onion will be
used only for consumption, and
not for propagation. Consignmentsofonionsforconsumptionwill
notbesubjectedtofourtimesadditionalinspectionfeeonaccount
of non-compliance of conditions
of importunderPQorder,2003.”
Accordingtotheministry,the
rate of retail price increase has
been“moderatedtosomeextent”,
but recent heavy rain in major
onion-growing districts of
Maharashtra, Karnataka and
MadhyaPradesh“causeddamage
to standing kharif crop, stored
onion and seed nurseries. These
developments on the weather
front have resulted in sharp increase in onion prices.”
The government said that a
buffer stock of onion from 2020
Rabiseasonhasbeenmaintained
and is being released.

FARMER organisations in Punjab
agitatingagainsttheCentre’sfarm
laws on Wednesday agreed to
easetheirindefiniterailblockade
to allow goods trains to operate.
The move, which comes after
repeatedappealsbythestategovernment and a day after the
Assembly passed Bills to negate
the Central Acts, will help restore
the supply line of coal, fertilisers
and other goods.
Chief Minister Amarinder
Singh welcomed the announcement, calling it a move in the interest of the state’s economy.
The organisations, however,
have refused to allow passenger
train traffic through Punjab.
Sources said that while some
farmeroutfitswereinfavourofallowingpassengertraintraffic,othersopposeditduringameetingof
theorganisationsonWednesday.
In the end, it was decided that
farmers will continue blocking
passenger trains. The protesting
outfits also gave an ultimatum to
the Centre to withdraw the farm
lawswithin15daysfailingwhich
they would intensify their agitation and give a call for a nationwide bandh on November 5.
“The farmers have not let
down the state, and I would personally ensure that my governmentneverletsthemdown,”said
CM Singh, welcoming the move
toallowgoodstrains.Heurgedthe
protesting outfits to also lift the
blockade on passenger trains.

STATE OF GLOBAL AIR REPORT

‘Airpollutionhadrolein
over116,000infant
deathsinIndiain2019’
ANURADHA
MASCARENHAS

PUNE, OCTOBER 21
AIR POLLUTION contributed to
morethan116,000infantdeaths
in India, according to the State of
Global Air 2020 (SoGA 2020) report released on Wednesday.
This is the first-ever comprehensiveanalysisof airpollution’s
global impact on newborns and
is the first time deaths in infants
aged under 1 month have been
estimated.
For the youngest infants,
most deaths were related to
complications from low birth
weightand pretermbirth.Inthis
age category, nearly two third
deaths are attributed to householdairpollutionfromtheburning of biomass fuels.
Long-term exposure to outdoorandhouseholdairpollution
contributed to over 1.67 million
annualdeathsfromstroke,heart
attack, diabetes, lung cancer,
chronic lung diseases, and
neonatal diseases, in India in
2019, the report stated.
Overall, air pollution is now
the largest risk factor for death
among all health risks, accordingtotheSoGA2020reportpublished by the US-based Health
Effects Institute in cooperation

with the Institute for Health
Metrics and Evaluation at the
University of Washington, and
the University of British
Columbia.Thefindingsarebased
on the recent Global Burden of
Diseasestudypublishedrecently
in The Lancet.
The new analysis reported in
the State of Global Air this year
estimatesthatnearly21percent
of neonatal deaths from all
causes are attributable to ambient and household air pollution.
“Addressing impacts of air pollution on adverse pregnancy
outcomes and newborn health
is really important for low- and
middle-income countries, not
only because of the high prevalence of low birth weight,
preterm birth, and child growth
deficits but because it allows the
design of strategic interventions
thatcan be directed at thesevulnerablegroups,”saidDrKalpana
Balakrishnan, director of the
Indian Council of Medical
Research (ICMR)’s Centre for
Advanced Research on Air
Quality, Climate and Health.
Thereportalsohighlightsthe
ongoing challenge of high outdoor air pollution — South Asian
countries including India,
Bangladesh, Pakistan and Nepal
feature among the top ten countries with the highest PM 2.5 ex-

posures in 2019.
Among the various air pollutants, ambient PM2.5 has been
shown to cause the greatest
number of deaths. India tops the
world for the highest population-weighted annual average
PM2.5levelsin2019,followedby
Nepal and Niger.
India ranks number 3 in the
world for annual Ozone exposures after Qatar and Nepal, and
Indiacontinuestoshowthehighest increase in ozone levels
amongallcountriescomparedto
the previous year, according to
thereport.Ozoneisaharmfulgas
that affects the respiratory tract
andnotonlycausesworseningof
asthma and respiratory tract infections,butalsocontributessignificantly to global warming.
“India continues to be ridden
bytheharmfuleffectsofairpollution and the numbers of affected
people seem to increase every
year,” said Dr Sundeep Salvi,
Director,PulmocareResearchand
Education Foundation based in
Pune and Chair of the Global
Burden of Disease for Chronic
Respiratory Diseases.
Household air pollution was
the only factor that decreased in
India. In 2019, 54 million fewer
people were exposed to householdairpollutioninIndiathanthe
previous year.

Engagement to the post of two National
Consultantss on contract basis in the
Department of Health and Family Welfare
Department of Health & Family Welfare invites applications from suitable persons for
engagement to the post of National Consultant under the National Programme for the
Prevention and Control of Deafness (NPPCD). Eligibility criterion, job responsibility and
other details have been uploaded on the official website of Ministry of Health & Family
Welfare at www.mohfw@gov.in for information of candidates/retired government
servants. The duly filled in applications may be forwarded to Shri Dharminder Singh,
Under Secretary, Room No. 430-C, Nirman Bhawan, Maulana Azad Road, New Delhi —
110108 or to email:- s.dharminder@nic.in. The last date for submission of
application is 30 days after the publishing of this advertisement. The date of written
examination/interview shall be conveyed in due course.

davp 17138/11/0001/2021

Tension in Odisha
village after ‘Maoists’
abduct three, kill one
AISHWARYA MOHANTY

BHUBANESWAR, OCTOBER 21
TENSIONPREVAILEDataremote
village in Odisha’s Malkangiri
district on Wednesday after
threevillagerswerepickedupby
suspected Maoists and one was
killed, officials said.
According to police, on the
interveningnightof Tuesdayand
Wednesday, a group of around
20 armed people attacked the
residents of Khajuriguda village,
which falls under the Jodamba
police station limits in the
Swabhiman Anchal region, and
picked up three residents,
accusing them of being police
informers.
The throat of one of the residents picked up, Dasu
Kheumudu,wasslitwithasharp
object, and he succumbed to his
injuries. The other two — Sana
Hantal and Samru Khil — managed to return to the village and
are currently undergoing treatment.Botharesaidtobeinacritical condition.
Malkangiri SP Rishikesh
Dyandeo Khilari said, “The victims were innocent tribals. On
beinginformedabouttheattack,
a team was dispatched to the
spot and the body was recovered. We are suspecting that the
accused were Maoists and
further investigations to
identify them and arrest them
are underway.”
The yetto be identified ultras
havebeenbookedunderIPCsec-
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AN ASSAM Rifles jawan was
killedafterapatrollingpartywas
ambushed by NSCN (IM) militants in Arunachal Pradesh's
Tirap district on Wednesday,
Army sources said.
The personnel of the 6th
Assam Rifles were conducting
routine patrolling when the insurgents opened fire on them
near Sanliam village in Lazu circle in the morning, they said.
The security personnel retaliated and the jawan was killed in
the ensuing gun-battle, the
sources said, adding further details are awaited.
Security
forces
have
launched a massive operation to
nab the militants.
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Kerala to start MSP for
vegetables from Nov 1
THEKERALAgovernmentissettointroduceaminimumsupportprice(MSP)for16vegetables,starting from November 1.
As per the cabinet decision on Wednesday, the
state Agriculture Department will implement the
scheme with the support of local self-governing
bodies and the Cooperative Department.
StateAgricultureMinister VSSunilKumar said
the move will encourage farmers to cultivate the
vegetables which have been included in the
scheme and would help increase vegetable production in Kerala. The rate has been already fixed
afterfactoringincostof productionandproductivity, he said.
In the first phase, 1600 –odd primary agricultural credit co-operative societies will collect the
listed products from farmers through the staterun HORTICORP, Vegetable and Fruit Promotion
Council Kerala (VFPCK) and other wholesale markets. Local self-governing bodies will provide the
gap in funds for the cooperative societies, if required. The amount would be credited to the accounts of the farmers enrolled in the scheme.

tions 302 (murder) and under
the
Unlawful
Activities
(Prevention) Act (UAPA). No arrests have been made yet.
Combing operations have been
intensified in the surrounding
areas, officials said.
The attack comes a day after
BSF personnel seized and defused seven IEDs from the area
followingatip-off fromvillagers,
and two days after police a huge
cache of explosives was unearthed by the police on the
Malkangiri-Koraput border.
The Swabhiman Anchal region, which was cut-off by the
rest of the district by the
Gurupriya river, was long consideredafortressof left-wingextremists. However, the situation
started to change after the cluster of 151 villages was made accessible thanks to the construction of a 910-metre bridge built
over the river in July 2018.
The administration and policeforceshavenowstartedpenetrating in the erstwhile Maoist
hotbed by providing telecom
services,healthcarefacilitiesand
providing basic facilities like
building roads.
“Such an incident has been
reported after a long time. We
have been actively penetrating
in these areas and they have not
been able to execute their activities in this area. Through the incidenttodaytheywant tocoerce
people and threaten them, but a
thorough investigation into the
matter will be conducted,”
Khilari said.

PENSION FUND REGULATORY
AND DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

B-14/A, Chhatrapati Shivaji Bhawan,
Qutab Institutional Area, Katwaria Sarai,
New Delhi- 110016

25th September 2020

PUBLIC NOTICE
Caution against fraudulent
offers in the name of PFRDA/NPS

It has come to notice that some unscrupulous
elements are making phone calls in the name of
PFRDA promising to release large sum of money lying
with NPS/PFRDA and these unidentifiable callers also
provide deceitful explanations to extort money for
release of payments.
This is to inform that PFRDA is a statutory body which
regulates National Pension System (NPS) and the
general public is hereby cautioned not to fall prey to
the designs of such unscrupulous elements who are
trying to dupe the unsuspecting citizens in the name
of NPS/PFRDA
PFRDA NEVER MAKES CALLS TO INDIVIDUALS
REQUESTING THEM TO DEPOSIT MONEY FOR
RELEASE OF FUNDS FROM NPS/PFRDA. ANY
SUCH COMMUNICATION RECEIVED TO DEFRAUD
MAY BE INFORMED TO POLICE IMMEDIATELY.
davp 15102/11/0007/2021
New Delhi
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RAMNATH GOENKA

Punjab’s counter to Centre’s farm acts makes a political point.
But state must not lose opportunity for its farmers to do better

T

HE THREE BILLS passed by the Punjab Assembly on Tuesday, ostensibly
to undo the Centre’s recently enacted farm reform laws, make a populist
political point. Proof of it is the provision of “imprisonmentof not less than
threeyearsandfine”foranypurchase of produceatbelowtheofficial minimum support price (MSP). The fine print, however, is that the MSPs in the
bills, which have to receive presidential assent, relate to wheat and paddy alone.
Government agencies procured almost 95 per cent of the entire wheat and 99.5 per cent
of the regular non-basmati paddy that arrived last year in Punjab’s mandis. These purchases were obviously at MSP, making claims of the Punjab government’s bills protecting farmers against “harassment” by traders or corporate houses superficial. The simple
fact is private players hardly source any wheat or non-basmati paddy from Punjab, given
the state’s high market fees and levies. The threat of jail sentence would merely increase
the government’s share in whatever remains of the “market” to 100 per cent.
ThebillspushedthroughbytheAmarinderSingh-ledCongressgovernment,ironically,
propose no such punitive action against those buying other produce at below MSP. Maize
growers in Punjab have realised rates of Rs 800-1,200 per quintal in the current marketing season, as against the MSP of Rs 1,850. Kapas (raw un-ginned cotton)is, likewise, trading at Rs 5,100-5,200 per quintal, way below its MSP of Rs 5,725. Punjab farmers have
this time planted 7.43 lakh hectares (lh) under these two crops and another 6.60 lh under basmati paddy, which receives no MSP support even on paper. Despite the significantacreages,thePunjabgovernment’sbillshaverefrainedfromdeemingsub-MSPtransactionsinthemasanoffence.Nordotheirpurchasesattractprohibitivemandifees,unlike
for wheat and normal paddy. The reason is only because the buyers here are overwhelmingly private millers, ginners and traders. The government knows pretty well that antagonising the private trade would require it to procure these commodities, for which there
is neither money nor means for effective disposal.
Farmers across India are, no doubt, restive today. Their margins are under pressure
frombothrisinginputcostsandun-remunerativeproduceprices.Butthesolutiondoesnot
lie in populism or fishing in troubled waters. Instead, it has to be found in improving productivity and input use efficiency, apart from leveraging the power of agricultural markets that have suffered from excessive fragmentation and controls on movement, stocking,exportsandpricing.TheCentre’sfarmactsaredirectionallycorrect,evenif theymight
not yield immediate results.It is for the states, irrespective of the ruling party, to realisean
opportunity.PunjabdiditduringtheGreenRevolutionandshouldenableitsfarmerstodo
even better: Let the world, not just the Food Corporation of India, be their stage.

ABOUT A HERO
Controversy on Muralitharan biopic does injustice to
one of the great sports stories

QUIET PLEASE
A mute button will be used to ensure candidates don’t interrupt
each other in US presidential debate. It won’t be enough

T

HE TIME SINCE the pandemic struck has been a period of isolation but not
of silence, at least as far as US politics is concerned. The first debate between US President Donald Trump and Democratic nominee Joe Biden
held last month was, not to put too fine a point on it, not a debate at all. At
onepoint,fedupwithTrump’sinterruptions,jibesandtaunts,Bidenasked
his rival to “shut up”, and even called him a “clown”. Trump managed to frustrate the
moderator as well, who, too, was barely allowed to finish a sentence. For the final debate,
to be held on Thursday, the bipartisan debate commission has decided that the producers of the debate will be given a “mute” button. On every issue, when each candidate gets
two minutes to speak, his opponent will be remotely silenced.
The mute button might not work out that well: The speaker’s microphone could pick
up the mutterings of his opponent. Also, even if the viewing public cannot hear the interruptions, the candidates can. The larger issue is the need to silence people who are contesting for high public office — an admission that grown-ups seeking election cannot be
trusted to follow the same rules that school-going teenagers in debating societies do.
Trump and his campaign have already called the mute button partisan and unfair. But
the problem of a coarse public discourse will not go away, nor is it limited to the US alone.
There is no technical solution to the problem of grand egos and the inability or unwillingness to listen to those who disagree. In the age of social media, when politicians have
managed to replace public debate and press conferences with pulpits and Twitter accounts, there is no mute button strong enough to ensure a civil discussion.

— DESMOND TUTU

Having ensconced itself as the core of the Free and Open
Indo-Pacific vision, Quad needs a definitive blueprint
Sujan R Chinoy
THE SECOND MINISTERIAL meeting of the
four-nation Quadrilateral Security Dialogue
(Quad) in Tokyo on October 6 has been followedbyadecisiontoincludeAustraliainthe
Malabar 2020 naval exercise after a gap of 13
years. The threat posed by China to the geostrategic and geo-economic landscape of the
Indo-Pacific region ranks alongside the challengeof thepandemicintermsof disruption.
ThepandemichasstokedChineseaggression,
fromtheEastandSouthChinaSeastoeastern
Ladakh, but it has also provided others with
opportunitiestocooperateinmaritimesecurity, cyber-security, data flows, quality infrastructure and healthcare.
Thatthe“Indo-Pacific”concepthasgained
freshcurrencyshouldnotcomeasasurprise.
Itisaninclusiveandrepresentativetermthat
reflects the contemporary interconnectednessof trade,technologyandsupplychainsin
a wider region. By comparison, the “AsiaPacific” represented the trans-Pacific strategic and economic impulses after World War
II, and was confined to East and South-east
Asia. Moreover, the Indo-Pacific is being redefined, ironically, by China’s Belt and Road
Initiative(BRI),debt-trapdiplomacy,fictional
territorialclaimsandadivide-and-rulestrategy.Thehistoricalexperienceof Indo-Pacific
strategiesof thecolonialagecanhelpprovide
deeper insight into the malefic impact of
China’s neo-colonialism.
Beijingviewsthe“Indo-Pacific”asadirect
threat to the BRI, and in classical wei qi calculus, as an “encirclement” strategy.
DuringhisrecentvisittoMalaysia,Chinese
ForeignMinisterWangYicriticisedtheQuad,
stating that Washington was aiming to build
an“Indo-PacificNATO”throughtheQuad.The
very fact that China no longer describes it as
“headline grabbing” and “foam on the sea”
that would “soon dissipate” is proof that the
Quad is acquiring traction.
One can expect China to use wei qi principlesandguanxi(networksandconnections)to
weaken the Quad, especially in Japan and
Australia. The economies of these two key
Quadmembersremainheavilydependenton
China.Japan’seffortsateconomicdecoupling
andAustralia’sendeavourstosubjectChinese
investments and influence-peddling to
greater scrutiny should be lauded. In all like-

T

HE PLAN FOR a biopic on the life and achievements of Sri Lankan cricketer
MuttiahMuralitharanhasreceivedasetbackfollowingoppositionfromthe
Tamil film fraternity and politicians. Actor Vijay Sethupathi, who was to
play Muralitharan in the film, has withdrawn from the project, on the advice of the cricketer, after he (Sethupathi) was targeted by a section of the
industry. Critics of the film, 800, view Muralitharan as someone who “collaborated” with
the Sinhala majoritarian sentiment and “betrayed” the Tamil cause. The shrill political
correctness on display refutes a nuanced understanding of politics, cinema and sports —
the three strands in a complex narrative of the rise of a cricketer from an ethnic and linguistic minority to the stature of a national hero against the background of a long drawnout ethnic war.
Muralitharan is arguably one of the greatest sportspersons of Tamil origin. His success
as a bowler is unique in the history of cricket. His 800 Test wickets came in the face of
tremendous odds on the field and off it. His bowling action, unusual because of a deformity in his throwing arm, came under extreme scrutiny and he had to fight allegations
of chucking all through his career to emerge as one of cricket’s greats. Off the field, however, his loyalty — to his community and the nation-state — was always on test as his career overlapped with the war years, when people and opinion were polarised not just in
Sri Lanka but also in Tamil Nadu. Muralitharan, of course, was careful to avoid conversations on politics, though some of his remarks during the last phase of the war were construed as supportive of Sinhalese triumphalism. The fact is Muralitharan belongs to the
Tamil community constituted mostly of indentured labour from India that went to work
intheteaplantationsinSriLankain the19thcentury.The plantationTamilsorganiseddifferently from the Tamils of Northern and Eastern Sri Lanka and were lukewarm to the
militant mobilisations of outfits such as the LTTE. The complex political history of Sri
Lankan Tamils apart, it is unfair to let Muralitharan’s stray comments on politics cloud his
achievements on the cricket field.
Muralitharan’s life story has ample material for good cinema. By all means, the film
must be criticised if it fails to do justice to it. But the current grandstanding in the context
of the making of the film, with an eye on political gains in Tamil Nadu, cannot pretend to
address in any way the real concerns of Tamils in Sri Lanka.

Don’t raise your voice, improve
your argument.

The rise of the Quad

BECAUSE THE TRUTH INVOLVES US ALL

ON A LARGER STAGE

WORDLY WISE

Once a solitary voice, India’s
concerns about the BRI are
now echoed by several
countries. India took the
lead in banning Chinese
apps. Notably, it was India’s
decision that had elevated
the Quad dialogue to
ministerial-level in 2019.
Yet again, it is India which
has shed its reticence and
decided to welcome
Australia to the Malabar
2020 exercise. India’s
pull-out from the Regional
Comprehensive Economic
Partnership (RCEP)
negotiations last year
may have appeared selfinjurious then, but
subsequent developments
have put into sharper relief
the deleterious role of
China-centric supply chains

lihood, the new Yoshihide Suga government
in Japan will hold PM Abe’s tough line on
China,atleastuntiltheLDPelectioninSeptember2021andthelowerhouseelectionslater
thatyear.Japan’srecentenablingagreements
withVietnamandPhilippinesfordefenceexportscouldleadtosimilararrangementswith
Indonesia and Thailand. Hopefully, the Scott
Morrison government in Australia will continue to receive full domestic support for its
increasingly robust China policy.
Once a solitary voice, India’s concerns
abouttheBRIarenowechoedbyseveralcountries. India took the lead in banning Chinese
apps.Notably,itwasIndia’sdecisionthathad
elevated the Quad dialogue to ministeriallevel in 2019. Yet again, it is India which has
shed its reticence and decided to welcome
Australia to the Malabar 2020 exercise.
India’s pull-out from the Regional
ComprehensiveEconomicPartnership(RCEP)
negotiationslastyearmayhaveappearedselfinjuriousthen,butsubsequentdevelopments
have put into sharper relief the deleterious
role of China-centric supply chains.
China’s actions have since led to the
ResilientSupplyChainInitiative(RSCI)involvingIndia,JapanandAustralia,focussedonkey
sectorssuchassemi-conductors,pharmaceuticals,automobilesandtelecommunications.
An ambitious China has consistently
sought the expulsion of the US from its periphery.TheUSandotherssuchasFranceand
Britain are historically part of the region. The
UShasplayedakeyroleintheregion’sstabilityandprosperityfollowingtheSecondWorld
War. US military presence prevented Japan
from re-arming itself. It cautioned China
against risking military adventurism across
the Taiwan Strait that would have otherwise
derailed its economic ascendance, and kept
thepeaceontheKoreanPeninsulaforoversix
decades. Ironically, China, the biggest beneficiaryofthetrans-Pacifictradeandinvestment
flows, does not quite see it that way.
IntheSouthChinaSea,China’spreposterousclaims,island-buildingspreeandmilitarisationofoceanicspacecontinuetograbheadlines. China is a member of UNCLOS yet
disregards its precepts. Vastly adept at concocting “historical evidence” to buttress
claims, China has regularly used the wei qi

strategy to fracture ASEAN consensus. As the
only major power involved in the Code of
Conductnegotiations,Chinawillprobechinks
inthearmourof “ASEANcentrality”toexploit
and shape outcomes.
The US position on the South China Sea is
now fully in alignment with the Permanent
Court of Arbitration (PCA) tribunal award of
2016. While it cannot restore status quo ante
in the South China Sea, it does boost the
morale of disputants such as the Philippines,
who are routinely bullied by China.
In the Indian Ocean, China uses the cloak
of anti-piracy deployments to maintain a
quasi-permanent presence, with bases in
GwadarandDjiboutiasbeachheadsforpenetrating South Asia, the Gulf region and littoral Africa.
As was once the case in dealing with
the xiongnu — barbarians — on its northern
borderlands, China continues to employ ancientstratagemstopitonenationagainstanother on its periphery to weaken and subjugate contending forces through guile
and inducements.
The Quad, having ensconced itself as the
core of the Free and Open Indo-Pacific (FOIP)
vision, now needs a definitive blueprint in
order to have a meaningful impact. It should
have a tough security-oriented core with a
softer and inclusive exoskeleton that prioritises the developmental agenda. The Quad
Plus format should cater to the region’s economic needs, including infrastructure, connectivity and capacity-building. Without
generousalternatives,manycountrieswould
continue to be drawn to China, as moths to
a flame.
Lookingahead,thereisscopetoconvenea
future Quad meeting in the 2+2 format, with
diplomats and civilian defence officials participatingatthelevelof directorgeneral.Such
an expanded format could gradually be elevated to the level of vice minister and minister. A joint statement by the four countries at
thenextmeetingof theQuadwouldalsohelp
consolidate the gains made so far.
The writer, a former Ambassador of India, is
currently director-general of the Manohar
Parrikar Institute for Defence Studies and
Analyses. Views are personal

A QUESTION OF SURVIVAL
Why Punjab’s farmers oppose the new farm laws
Ajay Vir Jakhar
WHENTHEESTABLISHMENTignoresthehistoricalcontextandtheemotionalcomponent
underlyinganydebate,massprotestscanerupt
to potentially shape the future. The people of
Punjab would not have wanted a confrontation with the Union government, neither
would I want to put it so bluntly, but around
us, agitated farmers, with a strong common
purpose, are energised in a way not seen in
manydecades.Tonullifythepossibleimpactof
the three farm acts passed in haste by the
Parliament,thePunjabgovernmentwascompelled to pass its own bills on Tuesday. These
broadlyattempttoensurecontinuedprocurement of wheat and paddy at the minimum
supportprice(MSP),upholdthepowersofthe
courtsindisputesettlementandempowerthe
state to regulate trade of foodgrain.
The three farm acts were preceded by a
high-level committee in 2015, headed by
Shanta Kumar, which suggested measures to
reorient the Food Corporation of India (FCI)’s
operations by shifting away from the public
distribution system to cash transfers. This
negatestheveryrequirementofMSPprocurement. The Commission for Agricultural Costs
and Prices has been recommending reviewingtheopen-endedprocurementoffoodgrain,
whichisalsoreflectedintherecentRBIannual
report that says that the MSP is no solution to
farmer’s woes. Similar views were expressed
by a Union cabinet minister lately. Therefore,
the farmers infer that a path that makes MSP
procurementredundantisinevitableandfear

The three farm acts were
preceded in 2015 by a highlevel committee headed by
Shanta Kumar, a former BJP
chief minister, which had
suggested measures to
reorient the Food
Corporation of India (FCI)
operations by shifting away
from the public distribution
system to cash transfers.
This negates the very
requirement of government
MSP procurement

it will become applicable after the 2022 assemblyelections.Tograspthefarmer’sresentment, I estimate the loss that may accrue to
Punjab in the most probable way.
The MSP for wheat is Rs 1,925, and for
paddyRs1,868.Butintheabsenceof governmentprocurementinBiharandotherplaces,
normally crops sell 20 per cent below MSP.
Similarly, without assured procurement in
Punjab, the losses to the state could exceed
Rs15,000crore.Thishasgeneratedsointense
an outcry that even BJP allies had to go to the
extent of breaking long-forged alliances for
fearofbecomingpoliticallyirrelevant.Though
itismorelikelythattheopen-endedprocurement of wheat and paddy will end.
Inotherstates,procurementperfarmeris
capped at produce from 5 acres of land. For
example, in Rajasthan, it is 25 quintals for
moong and groundnut. Eventually, farmers
fear that the same limits will be applied in
Punjab;about20percentofpaddyand25per
cent of wheat will not be procured and will
sell below the MSP. This will lead to a loss of
Rs 3,200 crore. Possibly, that is why central
governmentfunctionarieshaverepeatedthat
“MSPwillcontinue”ratherthanclarifyingthat
“procurementatMSPwillcontinueasearlier”.
Togivethemcredit,their“truth”corresponds
to Yudhishthira’s “untruth” when he stated,
“Ashwatthama is dead”.
In adjoining states, central government
agencies do not pay mandi fee on procurement.Thenewfarmbillsdisallowimposition

ofmandifeeonproduceprocuredoutsidethe
mandi’s physical boundaries. Should FCI or
privatetraderstradeoutsidethemandispace,
the state will lose revenue of Rs 3,500 crore.
Central government agencies do not pay
commissiontoarhtiyasintheirpricesupport
operations for oilseeds, pulses and cotton. If
this practice is extended to Punjab, threequartersof 24,000arhtiyasandtheiremployeeswillloseagencyandemployment.TheannuallosswillbeaboutRs1,500crore.Further,
intheeventofnotbeingpaidbythepurchaser,
they will start charging farmers extra fee under various pretexts.
Afterrenegingonthepromiseoffixingthe
MSP by the C2+50 per cent formula, the government settled on the (A2+FL)+50 per cent
formula where the derived MSP is far less.
Therearerumoursthattostaveoff afinancial
crisis,MSPinthefuturewillbecalculatedseparately for each state depending on their cost
of cultivation. If true, in Punjab, the MSP for
wheat and paddy will reduce to Rs 1,035 and
Rs 1,094 per quintal respectively — the loss
could be more than Rs 26,000 crore.
An opportunity has been lost in the lackadaisical handling of the issue. Politics now
threatenstocomplicatetheprocess.Idoubtif
future historians will recall when Punjab
changed course, and how an issue of farmer
livelihoodsmorphedintooneofPunjab’ssurvival. It is time to stop moralising.
The writer is chairman, Bharat Krishak Samaj

OCTOBER 22, 1980, FORTY YEARS AGO
INDIRA VS ZIA

PRIME MINISTER INDIRA Gandhi accused
Pakistan President Zia-ul Haq of violating
the Simla Agreement in letter and spirit.
She attacked Zia on two specific counts:
One was that President Zia has during the
last few months sought to raise the
Kashmir issue at various world forums, including the UN. The other was that he has
sought to internationalise the recent riots
in Moradabad. When asked what she
thought of the current Pakistani mood for
the normalisation of relations between the
countries, Mrs Gandhi said, “Whose
mood... General Zia’s or the Pakistani peoples’?” She did not think they are the same.

PM ON COMMUNALISM

THE PRIME MINISTER said the problem of
communalism had to be met “ politically
and socially” by involving the largest number of people. She doubted if this evil could
be tackled by banning communal parties. A
vast majority of our people are against
communalism, she said.

TRAIN COLLISION

AT LEAST 20 persons were killed and 50
others were injured when the Bombaybound Punjab Mail rammed into a stationary goods train near Itarsi. The Railway
Protection Force and Madhya Pradesh police jawans engaged in the rescue opera-

New Delhi

tions were digging out more bodies from
the damaged bogies and the toll was likely
to go up, official sources said. Twenty of the
injured were stated to be in a critical condition and eight of them had been shifted
from Itarsi to the hospital at Bhopal, 120
km away.

ABADAN BATTLE

AS DIPLOMATIC EFFORTS intensified, the
battle for Abadan and Khorramshahr appeared to gather momentum at the northern rim of the Gulf. A Baghdad radio broadcast claimed Abadan’s approaches were
being “hit with repeated tank assaults to
wither down and then pierce its defences”.
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY
“The US faces huge challenges in creating an anti-China united front. India,
Japan and Australia even have differences with the US in defining and describing
— GLOBAL TIMES, CHINA
the Quad mechanism.”

The fault is not in our stars
We would like to believe that Bollywood is a filthy place because we are really
not sure how clean we are. And this dichotomy has turned to hate

The answer
is fraternity
The term’s inclusion in the Preamble is of historic
importance — and contemporary relevance

Jerry Pinto
COULD IT BE that we are in the middle of a
caste war and we have not been able to see
it? There has been enough evidence of the
contempt we hold for the performing arts.
When I was a young freelance writer, I
asked the editor of a broadsheet whether I
could review Hindi cinema for him. He
asked, “Do you like Bollywood?” I said, “I
love it”. At the back of my head was the
ghostly voice of John Ruskin, admonishing
us that he who loves detective fiction
should review detective fiction, etc. He
sighed and shook his head, “My readers
want someone who despises Bollywood”. I
must have looked askance for he said, “They
may love (it) but they want to believe they
despise it”.
Being middle class is to be caught between what you love and what you despise.
Being middle class is to be unsure of
whether what you love is worthy of you. (I
should know. I am middle class.) I know
what ambivalence is. I know how terrible it
is to be caught in a moment where everyone around you assumes you have an appreciation for the kitsch of an art form,
when your tears are real and your heart
pounds for the cheesiest of speeches. You
so want to be Kalidasa and Balasaraswathi;
you so are Manmohan Desai and Helen. You
so despise yourself.
And this despising is turned on to the
object of love. Caste politics allows you to
clothe that hatred by requiring you to hate
bhaands, even as they are sexualised. Why
do you think Devdas works so well for the
middle class that more than a dozen cinematic versions of it have been made across
the country across the decades since it was
written? Was there ever a man who despised himself as much as Devdas and then
turned his pain into violence and rejection?
Thus, we would like to believe that
Bollywood is a filthy place because we are
really not sure how clean we are. A nation
obsessed with purity and pollution, which
has one of the filthiest public spheres, must
spend a huge amount of psychic energy
managing this dichotomy. What can we do
with this fatigue? We can turn it into hate.
If hatred were an Olympic sport, we would
be the undisputed champions.
So is Bollywood the necropolis of our
desires? Probably.
But no more filthy than any other place
where the stakes are high.
Is it nepotistic? No more than any other
family-owned company. No more than you
are, dear reader, for you are piling up whatever you can so that your children will benefit. And no one thinks it is bad. Nepotism
sneaks up on you. Consider the son of a poet
from Allahabad who is refused a job in All
India Radio even though his voice is now
considered his signature. He is an outsider.
But his son? How inside is his son? Do you
fault his father for picking up the phone and
calling in his dues for his son? Would you

Rajmohan Gandhi

C R Sasikumar

not do the same?
Does everybody do drugs? No more
than those in most offices across the country. I grew up in a time when there was a
clear-cut divide in the student community,
or so I imagined. There were the charsis (as
they were known) and there were the rest
of us. The rest of us fitted on to the bell
curve, and we could be handled. We were
no threat to the status quo. The charsis were
the difficulty. Everyone feared them and
hated them and tried to pretend that they
sympathised. But we were warned: Dreams
will drown when sugar is brown.
Meanwhile, Dad worked at a tobacco company and Mom made everything with
white sugar.
So here is what I suspect.
The Hindi film industry is only a reflection of the society around it. It is corrupt because we as a nation are corrupt. It is nepotistic because it never occurs to us to tell our
sons to go out and earn a living on their
own; they always start as VPs and end up
as the creepies who ruined the company.
But it is glamorous and it demands, commands our adoration. We hate the stranglehold it has on our dreams. We love the stars
but only because we see in them a pale imitation of our dreamselves. And when they
fall, we love them maliciously all the more
in the time when they are summoned by
the authorities. So not us.
In the 1980s, the common housefly was

You so want to be Kalidasa
and Balasaraswathi; you so
are Manmohan Desai and
Helen. You so despise
yourself. And this despising
is turned on to the object of
love. Caste politics allows
you to clothe that hatred by
requiring you to hate
bhaands, even as they are
sexualised. Why do you
think Devdas works so well
for the middle class that
more than a dozen cinematic
versions of it have been made
across the country across the
decades since it was written?
Was there ever a man who
despised himself as much
as Devdas and then turned
his pain into violence
and rejection?

about the only entertainment you could get
on television news. Safely ensconced in government funding, the newsreaders wore
their saris and their khadi kurtas and read
out scripts. When a fly troubled a newsreader and she actually waved a hand at it,
it was news. In no way did we ever think of
the television as a source of information. It
was a status symbol; for entertainment, we
went to the movies and considered each
other’s lives.
Perhaps, the grim delight with which
newspapers are reporting on the contretemps between Bollywood and the television channels is only an extension of that
caste war, our hatred and fear of the
bhaands, our contempt for ourselves that
we can love them so much. (Some television anchors are now stars.)
I stopped watching television news
many years ago. I disconnected from most
social media after a few years of flirtation. I
have never missed any of them. I rely on the
newspapers and on the dispassionate look
of words that have been edited and which
seek balance and objectivity, even if these
are mythical possibilities rather than actually achievable targets.
I pride myself on being post-social media. Perhaps, I am not the person to be writing this piece.
Pinto is a Mumbai-based
writer and novelist

No software for justice
Virtualcourtscannotfullyreplaceaprocessthatdemandsdirecthumaninteraction
Jaya Jaitly
The Parliamentary Standing Committee on
personnel, public grievances, law and justice, in its recent report, recommended holding virtual courts even after the pandemic
ends. The chair said, “the parliamentary
panel strongly pitched for virtual courts…
digital justice is cheaper and faster besides
addressing locational and economic handicaps; ensures safety of vulnerable witnesses
providing testimony, expedites processes
and procedures and are an improvement
over traditional courts as they are most affordable, citizen-friendly and offer greater
access to justice”. Meanwhile, there is a large
group of lawyers of the Delhi High Court
clamouring for more physical hearings and
a smaller group of them objecting, citing
health concerns.
Whilethegovernmentpopularlybelieves
digitisation is the answer to all the problems
of governance, and these are often excitedly
referredtoas“gamechangers”,issuesrelated
to digital technology solutions need careful
analysis and an overhauling of both laws and
existing systems before they are introduced.
While I am neither a lawyer nor a digital expert, I have attended court hearings more
than 180 times since the 1980s on cases related to trespass, defamation, right to livelihoods of artisans and against administrative
injustices. Over almost two decades, 150 of
thesewererelatedtoaCBIcaseemergingout
of the Tehelka.com allegations. Of these, the
last 12 were video hearings on final arguments,verdict,sentencingandappeal,which
took place during this pandemic. One per-

sonallyexperiencedthebenefitsandflaws of
the virtual system.
“Justice delayed is justice denied” is a notoriously abused maxim in our court system
considering there are 3.1 crore cases pending in the lower courts (83 lakh pending for
over 10 years), 44 lakh in the high courts (32
lakh pending for over 10 years), and 60,000
cases pending in the Supreme Court (the figures are as of 2019). Prisons are over capacity by 114 per cent, of which two-thirds are
undertrials, who have had no justice at all.
The massive injustice already done to them
is unforgivable.
It is hoped that virtual courts will reduce
the pendency of cases by reducing the time
taken on smallfinancialissues like insurance,
traffic claims and challans that clog the system. But major policy changes always have
unintended consequences, so careful
thought is required on what types of cases
and what parts of the judicial process are
amenable to going online. It should also be a
matter of choice if participants on either side
want to use the virtual route. Certain cases
of tax, insurance and some corporate matters could move to the online dispute resolution processes through negotiation, arbitration and conciliation. Reducing pendency
through virtual courts will reduce travel
costs, although lawyers are unlikely to reduce their fees. When government agencies
file cases or appeals, they ignore these costs
as they come out of the public exchequer.
Very often, the police and other criminal investigative agencies take years to produce

witnesses. Judges hesitate to compel them.
Repeated adjournments are sought, not just
by the accused, but by prosecuting agencies
who are nonchalant. Examination of the
causes of pendency should, therefore, extend far wider afield.
Essentially, technologies alone do not
improve the system, people do. Adoption of
new and evolving technologies requires
careful preparation to ensure that “justice
delivery services” created by software engineers is matched by local court systems
and the level of training given to those who
handle them in India’s courts. Currently,
judges have had to speak from landline
phones or without video, and lawyers have
been compelled to argue cases from inside
their cars if the network in their homes is
faulty. There are audio failures, and lack of
connectivity in rural areas. Unless connectivity is established, it cannot be presumed
and compelled. Rushing into new protocols
without understanding uses and applications will disempower the poor even further, especially undertrials who cannot afford lawyers.
In India, we are already applying digital
services to industry, businesses, agriculture,
defence, governance, education and health.
Today, court rulings have been applied not
only to human beings but to animals, rivers
and even gods. Therefore, any case involving
decisions affecting the life and liberty of persons must remain in the realm of physical
courtrooms. Forceful interventions, and often repeated stressing of a point is required

in a courtroom. Lawyers need to interrupt
when they feel the arguments of their counterparts are factually inaccurate — we are,
after all, according to Amartya Sen, “argumentative Indians” — but this cannot happen unless the “host” of the video court hearing unmutes you. Facial expressions such as
fear, guilt, regret, sadness, anger, which can
affect a case, are constricted and almost
frozen into a small space. Faces are often out
of proportion and distorted. Nuanced arguments that are most important in law sometimes need perseverance to get across, as is
the ability to display evidence creatively (recall OJ Simpson’s famous glove), or the room
for presenting many crucial options to create reasonable doubt. Appealing for compassion for the elderly and the disabled, and
pleas for leniency of punishment for senior
citizens with co-morbidities in COVID-19
times are easily ignored by judges, when the
accused is only a small square on a screen
and not a frail human being standing before
them in flesh and blood.
Seminalandcrucialmattersthatneeddirect human interaction should never be replaced by virtual courts. The dispensation of
justice is a human endeavour made up of
laws, ethics, morality, wisdom and compassion. The absence of any one of these five ingredients, short-changed by restrictive virtual situations, would render the exercise of
justice only partially satisfactory or even
downright unjust.

TWO MONTHS AGO, Harsh Mander wrote
in The India Forum of the significance of
the word “fraternity” in our Constitution’s
Preamble. Reading the article nudged
me to explore the story behind that word’s
inclusion.
Scholars have long noted a few milestonesinthehistoryof India’sconstitutionmaking. A major one was the 1931
“Fundamental Rights” resolution of the
Indian National Congress. Meeting in
Karachi under the presidentship of Sardar
VallabhbhaiPatel,theCongressresolvedthat
“any [future] constitution should include
fundamental rights of the people such as
freedom of association and combination,
freedom of speech and press, freedom of
conscienceandthefreeprofessionandpractice of religion”.
Furthermore,theresolutionadded,such
a constitution should prohibit discrimination against persons of any “religion, caste
orcreedinregardtopublicemployment,officeofpower,andtheexerciseofanytradeor
calling”andshouldruleoutany“civicbaron
account of sex”.
It should assure “equal rights to all citizens of access to and use of public roads,
public wells and all other places of public
resort”. Also, the state was required, under
the proposed constitution, to observe “religious neutrality”.
There is evidence that close collaborationbetweenGandhiandJawaharlalNehru
producedthetextof thisconsequentialresolution, which Gandhi moved in Karachi in
1931.ButithadtheapprovalalsoofPateland
of everyone else who counted.
Subhas Chandra Bose, for example,
played an active part at the Karachi session.
Also present was Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan
and, we must assume, Abul Kalam Azad.
Definitely present, too, in Karachi were the
passionatespiritsof BhagatSingh,Sukhdev
and Rajguru, who had been hanged a few
days earlier in Lahore.
The “constitution” resolution, as this
Karachi resolution may also be called, was
thus adopted during a landmark moment
in our journey towards independence.
Anothermilestoneonthejourneytothe
Constitution was Ambedkar’s powerful
1936 text, Annihilation of Caste, where he
wrote: “What is your ideal society if you do
notwantcaste,isaquestionthatisboundto
be asked of you. If you ask me, my ideal
wouldbeasocietybasedonliberty,equality,
and fraternity. And why not?”
In history’s light, it is thus Ambedkar
whoinjects“fraternity”intoIndia’sconstitutional conversation.
Seven months before Independence, in

January 1947, the Constituent Assembly
passed its “Objectives Resolution”, which
had been discussed from November 1946.
Thisresolutiondeclared:“AllpeopleofIndia
shallbeguaranteedandsecuredsocial,economicandpoliticaljustice;equalityofstatus
and opportunities and equality before law;
andfundamentalfreedoms—ofspeech,expression,belief,faith,worship,vocation,association and action…”
While these words bear a clear resemblancetothePreambletocome,theydonot
include the word “fraternity”.
Two weeks after Independence, on
August 29, 1947, the Constituent Assembly
appointed a Drafting Committee, with
Ambedkar, the Law Minister in free India’s
first cabinet, as chairman. A Draft
Constitution prepared by this Drafting
Committee was the basis for the
Constituent Assembly’s deliberations on
the Constitution.
The volumes entitled The Framing of
India’sConstitution:SelectDocuments,edited
byBShivaRaoandavailableonline,contain
much information about the Drafting
Committee’s work. Page 484 of Volume III
of thisseriesshowstheword“fraternity” in
the draft preamble for the first time, while
providing minutes of the Drafting
Committee’s meeting of February 6, 1948.
This date suggests that the inclusion of
“fraternity”mayhavebeenconnectedtothe
assassination of Mahatma Gandhi, which
had occurred a week earlier.
Such a conclusion is strengthened by a
letterthatAmbedkar,writingastheDrafting
Committee’s chairman, addressed on
February21,1948,toBabuRajendraPrasad,
president of the Constituent Assembly. In
this letter, Ambedkar said:
“The [Drafting] Committee has added a
clause about fraternity in the preamble, although it does not occur in the Objectives
Resolution.Thecommitteefeltthattheneed
for fraternal concord and goodwill in India
was never greater than now and that this
particular aim of the new Constitution
should be emphasised by special mention
in the preamble.” (p. 510 of The Framing Of
India’sConstitution:SelectDocuments,Vol.III,
editedbyB.ShivaRao(DigitalLibraryofIndia
Item 2015.278539).
If available, any record of discussions
within the Drafting Committee that led to
the inclusion of “fraternity” in the eventual
Preamble might throw additional light on
the inference that Gandhi may have contributed posthumously to it.
Nearly two years later, in his famous
speech of November 25, 1949, to the
Constituent Assembly, Ambedkar would
say:“Withoutfraternity,equalityandliberty
will be no deeper than coats of paint.”
AsManderhaspointedout,theHindifor
fraternity,bandhuta,soundsmoreinclusive
than male-centred “fraternity”. In any case,
what the world’s present condition needs,
namely bonding between humans, may be
more important than the alphabet letters
that make up “fraternity”.
The writer teaches at the University of
Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
SHAMEFUL WORDS

THISREFERSTOtheeditorial,‘TheSexist
Playbook’(IE,October21).Itishighlydisappointing that politicians, bureaucrats
andpeopleinotherexaltedpositionsdo
notthinktwicebeforeutteringsexistremarks. This sends out the message that
women are still the most vulnerable to
suchpublicabuses.Thisisnotanewphenomenon—manypoliticalleadershave
said demeaning things about women in
theirprofession.KamalNath’swordsare
a disgrace and it is time that we cease to
tolerate such language in public life.
Ayushi Singh, Agra

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Thesexist
playbook’(IE,October21).Unfortunately,
former Madhya Pradesh CM Kamal
Nath’swordsareofapiecewithothersin
his party — this is not the first time a
Congressleaderhasgivenanembarrassing and shameful statement about
women. What is shocking is that it has
comefromaformerCMandnotsomelocalleader.Whatashamethatthiscomes
from a party that is led by a woman.
Bal Govind, Noida

DOUBLE STANDARD
THISREFERSTOthereport,‘TwistinTRP
case: UP Police file own FIR; case with
CBI’(IE,October21).RepublicTVclaimed
before the court that Mumbai police is
harassing the channel for no reason by
lodginganFIRagainsttheminthematter
offudgedTRPs.ButtheUttarPradeshpolice thought otherwise and filed an FIR
against unknown persons on the same
matter. And unlike Maharashtra, the UP
government considered the TRP case to
besoimportantthatitquicklyrequested
the Centre for a CBI investigation. Let us

The writer is former president, Samata Party
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hope this situation does not go down
the same road as the Sushant Singh
Rajput case.

L R Murmu, Delhi

COLD NEIGHBOURS
THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘The good
neighbour’(IE, October 20). Pakistan can
never reconcile itself to the fact that
Bangladesh, which was once its East
Pakistan, will outdo it in many vital sectors.Ideally,itshouldhavemadeamends
to this new country for inflicting untold
atrocities on its people during its liberation war in 1971. Similarly, our present
rulers have not complimented
Bangladesh openly for making impressive strides in the economic sector.
Otherwise, it would have been our dependable ally in the region in gratitude
for our unparalleled support to its liberation war. Our government’s sectarian
agenda seems to be coming in the way.
Tarsem Singh, Mahilpur
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Pompeo, Esper to visit Delhi next
week for India-US 2+2 dialogue

India sends back
PLA soldier who
strayed across
LAC in Ladkah
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, OCTOBER 21

A CHINESE soldier who had
crossedtheLineofActualControl
(LAC) in eastern Ladakh on
October 19 was handed over to
the People's Liberation Army at
the Chushul-Moldo Border
Personnel Meeting Point early
Wednesday, Army source said.
The soldier, identified as
Corporal Wang Ya Long, had
strayedintoIndianterritoryinthe
Demchok area, and was apprehendedbytheArmybeforedawn
on Monday. The soldier was
healthy when apprehended, and
he was questioned after an interpreter was brought to the spot
around 11 am.
There was nothing to suggest
thathehadcrossedtheLACdeliberately or with any ill-intentions,
sourcessaid.Hewashandedback
to the PLA after completion of all
protocols, the sources said.
The Indian and Chinese
armieshavebeenlockedinatense
standoff in eastern Ladakh since
early May. Both sides have deployednearly50,000troopseach,
along with additional artillery,
tanks, and air defence assets.
In a statement, the Army had
said on Monday that the Chinese
soldierwas“providedmedicalassistance including oxygen, food
and warm clothes to protect him
fromthevagariesof extremealtitude and harsh climatic conditions”. The statement said that a
request had been received from
thePLAaboutthewhereaboutsof
the missing soldier and that he
would be returned “as per establishedprotocols”afterformalities
were completed.
TheChineseNationalDefence
Ministry had said in a statement
Mondaythatthespokespersonof
PLA'sWesternTheatreCommand,
ColonelZhangShuili,hadpointed
out that “on the evening of
October 18, one of my soldiers

HC firm on no
entry in pandals,
gives some relief
to organisers

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, OCTOBER 21

who requested help from the
herders to find the yak was lost”.
The statement mentioned
that Chinese border guards reportedtotheIndianside“assoon
as possible and hoped that the
Indiansidewouldassistinsearch
andrescue”.India,itsaid,“notified
the Chinese side that a missing
personfromtheChinesesidewas
found and will be handed over to
theChinesesideaftermedicalexamination”.
“WehopethattheIndianside
will honour its commitments,
speed up the transfer of lost personnel to China,” the statement
said. Seven rounds of discussions
atthelevelofCorpsCommanders
has not yielded results on the
standoff. The eighth round of
meeting of the senior military
commandersislikelytotakeplace
this week, but a date is yet to be
decided.
After the last round, the two
sideshadsaidinajointstatement
that they had had a “sincere, indepthandconstructiveexchange
of views on disengagement”
along the LAC, and were of the
viewthat“thesediscussionswere
positive,constructiveandhadenhanced understanding of each
other’s positions”.
The statement said: “Both
sidesagreedtomaintaindialogue
andcommunicationthroughmilitary and diplomatic channels,
and arrive at a mutually acceptable solution for disengagement
as early as possible. Both sides
agreed to earnestly implement
the important understandings
reachedbytheleadersof thetwo
countries, not to turn differences
into disputes, and jointly safeguardpeaceandtranquilityinthe
border areas.”
However, without any consensus on the disengagement
process,bothcountrieshaveprepared their militaries for deploymentoftheadditionaltroopsand
militaryassetsthroughtheharsh
winter.

US SECRETARY of State Mike
Pompeo will travel to New Delhi
for the third India-US 2+2
Dialoguenextweekonhissecond
Asiatripinlessthanamonththat
would also take him to Maldives,
Sri Lanka and Indonesia.
“Looking forward to my upcoming trip to India, Sri Lanka,
Maldives, and Indonesia, for productive conversations with our
friends and partners, and the USIndia 2+2 Ministerial Dialogue
with Defense Secretary Mark
Esper and our Indian counterparts,”Pompeosaid.Eachstop,he
said,willincludediscussionsona
“broad range of bilateral topics”.
Discussions will also include
howtheycancooperatetomaintaina“freeandopenIndo-Pacific”,
he said. “I'm sure my meetings

BACK ON TRACK
Months after the suspension of all railway services, the Shimla toy train began running again in Himachal Pradesh on
Wednesday. Pradeep Kumar

TESTS: 9,72,00,379 | DOUBLING RATE: 90.76**

NewDelhi:Globalspeakersranging from Pope Francis, Prince
William of the UK, and UN
Secretary-General Antonio
Guterres have stressed on the
need for urgent action to curb
the menace of climate crisis.
While Pope Francis stressed
on the need to “focus on radical
climatechangebeforeit'stoolate”,
Gueterres said “no country is immunefromtheclimatecrisis”and
ineverycountry,“itisthepoorest
and most vulnerable who are
hardesthit”.They were speaking
at a recent online event,
TEDxPratyek COUNTDOWN,
which had over 5,000 child participants, according to a release.
Prince William said: “Our
speed in innovation has been incredible but also accelerated our
impact on climate”.
ENS

Now, doctor alleges deaths due
to negligence at Kerala hospital

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
OCTOBER 21

KOLKATA, OCTOBER 21

Global speakers flag
climate worry: ‘No
country is immune’

AFTER NURSING OFFICER’S CLAIM

SHAJU PHILIP

SURGEIN 7-DAYAVG DOUBLING
24HOURS GROWTH* TIME**

TOTAL
CASES

■ Maharashtra

16,09,516

8,151

0.60%

120.61

■ Andhra

7,89,553

3,503

0.48%

150.28

■ Karnataka

7,76,901

6,297

0.97%

74.18

■ Tamil Nadu

6,94,030

3,094

0.59%

121.58

■ Kerala

3,53,472

6,591

2.18%

32.99

* Compounded Daily Growth Rate over last 7 days

** Calculated over 7-day growth

CASE FATALITY RATIO

POSITIVITY RATE

DAILY IN, DAILY OUT

7 DAYS EARLIER:

7 DAYS EARLIER:

DETECTED TODAY

NOW:

RECOVERED TODAY:

Positives against
number tested
(in %); indicator of
the spread of disease

Becoming sick vs
recovering; more
recoveries for 14 days
may signal the peak

1.53

8.04

NOW:

1.51

Deaths as a ratio of
positive cases (in %);
indicator of progress
in averting deaths

7.87

54,044
61,775

DataasonOctober20,releasedbyUnionMinistryofHealth,ICMRandstates.Oftendailynumbers
includedatafrompreviousdays.Assuch,trendsbasedondailynumbersareindicative,notdefinitive

DAYS AFTER a nursing officer at
the government medical college
hospital in Kochi alleged in an
audio clip that a Covid patient
had died gasping for oxygen, a
doctor at the hospital has mentioned several instances of patients not being given proper
ventilator support and two
deaths in August allegedly due
to medical negligence.
While authorities at the
medical college have denied the
allegationsof the nursingofficer,
the state government earlier
claimed it was a bid to defame
the health sector.
DrNajmaSalim,whoworksat
themedicalICUatthehospital,on
Wednesday shared with the media a WhatsApp audio message
whichshehadsenttothehospital
RMOlastmonthtopointoutincidents of medical negligence. She

said she had alerted hospital authoritiesaboutnegligenceinprovidingcaretocriticalpatientsbut
they tried to cover up the lapses.
“I had seen 10 to 12 instances
inwhichoxygenmaskswerenot
properlyfittedorventilatortubes
not connected. On many occasions, I had felt that patients are
chokedtodeath,”shesaid.“Ihad
seen two patients named
Jameela and Byhakki struggling
foroxygendespitebeingonventilator support. The senior doctors and duty nurses had been
alertedaboutthelapses,butIwas
told to neglect such incidents. I
stick to what I am saying. The
hospitalauthoritiescannotdeny
thetruth.Suchthingsshouldnot
take place in future.”
The medical college’s RMO,
Dr Ganesh Mohan, said the allegations were baseless and only
aimed at tarnishing the image of
the hospital, which has been at
the forefront in terms of Covid
treatment. However, the state
human rights commission or-

Thedoctorhasalso
mentionedinstancesof
patientsnotbeinggiven
properventilator
support
dered that the health secretary
should probe the alleged lapses
in the death of Covid patients.
Jameela’s
daughter
Hairunnissa alleged her mother
had often complained about
poor care at the hospital. “As bystanderswerenotallowedatthe
hospital, we could make only
calls to the patient and the hospital staff. On one occasion, I had
heard my mother struggling to
take a breath. We had sought
hospital permission to shift the
patient to another hospital but
they discouraged us,’’ she said.
Byhakki’s family claimed he
had sent a voice message asking
them to deposit Rs 40,000 at the
hospital for better care.

Need to invest heavily in primary healthcare; plug
gender disaggregated data gap: WHO chief scientist
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, OCTOBER 21

POINTING OUT that the World
Health Organisation expected
several vaccines for Covid-19
early next year but was alarmed
at the spike in the number of
cases in several European countries, WHO Chief Scientist Dr
Soumya
Swaminathan
Wednesday said that her primary learning from the pandemic was the need for countries to heavily invest in primary
healthcare facilities, as countries
with the strongest primary and
public healthcare have fared the
best during the past eight
months.
Delivering the 15th JRD Tata

NEW DELHI, OCTOBER 21

ADDRESSING THE officers of the
Higher Defence Management
Command at the College of
Defence Management (CDM),
Army Chief General M M
Naravane called the creation of
the Department of Military
Affairs (DMA) and appointment
of the Chief of Defence Staff
(CDS) a “momentous” decision
and said the next logical step
would be the creation of integrated theatre commands.
The Army said in a statement
thatGeneralNaravane“spokeon
a number of issues concerning
integration, theaterisation and
modernisation of the armed
forces in general and the Indian
Army in particular”.
According to the statement,
he called the government’s decision to appoint the CDS and
create the DMA “momentous”
and said the services needed to
“demonstrategreatwisdomand
statesmanship in enabling the
CDS, a long-standing demand of
the Armed Forces".
Naravane said the next logical step in the processof defence
reforms was the “formation of
Integrated Theatre Commands
to synergise the capabilities and
combat potential of the three

HYDERABAD, OCTOBER 21

RECOVERED: 67,95,103
233 CASES:
DAYS SINCE
76,51,107 DEATHS: 1,15,914
PANDEMIC

KEYSTATES
TOWATCH

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE

SREENIVAS JANYALA

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
THE CALCUTTA High Court on
Wednesday stood by its order of
barring entry of visitors to Puja
pandals in West Bengal in view
of the Covid-19 pandemic.
Hearingareviewpetitionfiled
byanumbrellagroupof over400
Durga Puja organisers — Forum
for Durgotsab — the High Court,
however, gave some relief by allowingdhakis (traditionaldrummers) to perform within the noentry zones of the pandals — 5
metres around smaller pandals,
and 10 metres for bigger ones.
The Division Bench of Justice
Sanjib Banerjee and Arijit
Banerjee also allowed entry of
more Puja organisers — from 25
to 60 — for big Puja committees.
For small Puja committees, the
numberof organisersallowedto
enter the marquees or the pandals at a time will, however, remain the same at 15.

will also include discussions on
how free nations can work togethertothwartthreatsposedby
theChineseCommunistParty,”he
told reporters at a news conference in Washington DC.
The Ministry of External
Affairs said in a statement that
India will be hosting the third
India-US2+2MinisterialDialogue
on October 27 in New Delhi. “US
Secretary of State Michael R.
PompeoandSecretaryofDefense

stability and prosperity in the
Indo-Pacific and the world, US
State Department spokesperson
Morgan Ortagus said.
During his Asia trip from
October25to30,Pompeowillalso
travel to Colombo to underscore
the commitment of the United
States to a partnership with a
strong,sovereignSriLankaandto
advance their common goals for
a free and open Indo-Pacific region, she said.
Then, Pompeo will travel to
Malé to reaffirm America’s bilateral ties and advance their partnershiponissuesrangingfromregional maritime security to
terrorism, Ortagus said.
“The Secretary will travel to
Jakarta to deliver public remarks
and meet with his Indonesian
counterparts to affirm the two
countries’visionofafreeandopen
Indo-Pacific,” said the US State
Department spokesperson.

services during war and peace”
andadvisedthatthisprocesswill
be “deliberate, thoughtful and
well considered” and its fruition
will take a “number of years”.
The statement mentioned
that he said there was a need for
everyonetoworkinaspiritof togetherness and trust with the
national security interests being
paramount, and cautioned that
theremightbearequirementfor
“mid-course corrections”.
Sounding an optimistic note
about the future of integration of
the armed forces, the statement
said, he called it an “inevitability”
as it would lead to “tri-services
synergy” and optimisation of resources. The Army Chief also
spoke about thecurrent security
scenarioandfocusedonthegeostrategic implications on capability development and force
utilisationof theArmyinpursuit
of national interests, the statement said.
The Army Chief visited the
Bison Division in Secunderabad
andwasbriefedbyMajorGeneral
Alok Joshi, General Officer
Commanding, Bison Division on
security and operational preparedness of the formation.
He “commended the formation for their high level of operational preparedness and exhorted all ranks to continue
training hard...”.

Indigenous stealth ship to
be commissioned today

TRACKING INDIA’S COVID CURVE
BEGAN

US Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo (L) and Defense
Secretary Mark Esper.
AP

MarkTEsperwillbevisitingIndia
on 26-27 October 2020 to participate in the Dialogue. From the
Indian side, Raksha Mantri Shri
RajnathSinghandExternalAffairs
Minister Dr S Jaishankar will lead
the delegations from the
MinistriesofDefenceandExternal
Affairs, respectively,” the MEA
statement said.
“The first two 2+2 Ministerial
dialogueswereheldinNewDelhi
in September 2018 and in
Washington DC in 2019. The
agendaforthethirdDialoguewill
cover all bilateral, regional and
global issues of mutual interest,”
the statement said.
In New Delhi, Pompeo and
Esper and their Indian counterparts will lead the third annual
US-India 2+2 Ministerial
Dialogue to advance the USIndia Comprehensive Global
Strategic Partnership and expand cooperation to promote

Integration of armed
forces is inevitable,
says Army Chief

Dr Soumya
Swaminathan
Memorial Oration from Geneva,
hosted by the Population
Foundation of India, Dr
SwaminathansaidthatCovid-19
deaths had currently stabilised
at 5,000 a day. India, Brazil and
the US accounted for 75 per cent
of all the Covid cases, followed
closely by a number of South
American countries.
“Most of Africa has experienced a low toll from the pandemic which has been an
enigma that is being discussed
widely. This could be for a num-

ber of reasons including their
demographic with a relatively
young population, as well as
their experience in handling
outbursts of infectious diseases.
The past nine months have
thrown up some important
learnings, the most important
of which is the need to heavily
invest in primary healthcare
services. Even high income
countries, which don’t have a
robust primary healthcare system, have been overwhelmed...,” she said.
Dr Swaminathan added that
globally, the pandemic had
thrownlightoninequitiesacross
the world, whether it was the
Black Lives Matter movement in
the United States or the heavy
tollonethnicminoritiesfromthe

pandemic in the UK
Pointingoutthehugegender
impactof thediseaseglobally,Dr
Swaminathansaidthatthereare
740 million women working in
the informal sector across the
world whose income fell by 60
per cent. “The WHO has emphasised a need for gender analysis
of the pandemic. There is a great
lack of gender and age disaggregated data and this is a gap that
needs to be plugged.”
Dr Swaminathan said there
are more women that work in
the informal sector than men
and it is the women that are
likely to get pushed into poverty
more than men. “There are 87
million women and girls who
live in extreme poverty, and we
expect these numbers to rise to

100 million by 2021... In India
only one fifth of all womenactuallyhaveaccesstocontraception,
40 per cent of women in the
lower income groups and 31 per
cent of women between the
ages of 15-24 years have access
to family planning.... We believe
thatabortionscouldgoupby1015 per cent and maternal deaths
by 60 per cent due to the pandemic,” she said.
Ratan Tata, Chairman
Emeritus, Tata Group, said, “This
pandemic has disrupted lives
worldwide, but as Dr Soumya
Swaminathanhaspointedout,it
isanopportunitytolearnimportantlessonsandforgovernment,
private and voluntary sectors to
come together as one and battle
our way out of the woods...”

THE INS Kavaratti, an indigenously-built Anti-Submarine
Warfare (ASW) stealth corvette,
is set to be commissioned into
the Indian Navy on Thursday.
Army chief General M M
Naravane will commission it at
the Naval Dockyard in
Visakhapatnam, a statement by
Eastern Naval Command said.
The ship will be commissioned into the Navy as a combat-ready platform as the ship
has completed sea trials of all
systems fitted onboard.
The INS Kavaratti has been
designed by the Navy's in-house
organisation, Directorate of
NavalDesign(DND),andbuiltby
Garden Reach Shipbuilders &
Engineers (GRSE), Kolkata. “It
portrays the growing capability
of the Navy and GRSE and the
nation in becoming self-reliant
through indigenisation, thus,ac-

centuating our national objective of Atmanirbhar Bharat,” the
statement said.
Thecorvettehasstate-of-theart weapons and a sensor suite
capable of detecting and prosecutingsubmarines.Inadditionto
itsASWcapabilities,theshipalso
hasacredibleself-defencecapability and good endurance for
long-range deployments.
Theshiphasupto90percent
indigenous content and the use
of carbon composites for the superstructure is a commendable
feat achieved in Indian shipbuilding. The ship’s weapons
and sensors suite is predominantly indigenous and showcases the nation’s growingcapability in this niche area,
according to Indian Navy.
The INS Kavaratti takes its
name from erstwhile INS
Kavaratti, which was an Arnalaclass missile corvette. The older
Kavaratti distinguished itself by
operating in support of
Bangladesh's liberation in 1971.

ICMR gives approval
to Covid test devised
by IIT-Kharagpur
ANURADHA
MASCARENHAS

PUNE, OCTOBER 21
A DIAGNOSTIC machine to carry
out Covid-19 tests, developed by
researchers from IIT-Kharagpur
– COVIRAP – has received approval from the Indian Council
of Medical Research (ICMR). The
test has been validated for its efficacy in Covid-19 detection by
the ICMR.
Accordingto the researchers,
the test is fairly easy to conduct,
affordable and can produce results within one hour. The test
can also detect extremely low
levels of viral loads, thus diagnosingtheinfectioninveryearly
stages, they said.
Atanonlinepressconference
on Wednesday, IIT-Kharagpur
Director Professor V K Tewari
told mediapersons that various
commercial units have already
approached the institute for
patent licencing to enable this
innovationtoreachthecommon
people.
This new testingmethod implements a highly reliable and
accurate molecular diagnostic
procedure, conducted in an ultralow-costportabledeviceunit,
said Tewari. The test costs only
Rs 500, he added.
After rigorous testing with
patient samples by an authorised ICMR laboratory, in adherence with the council's strict
guidelines, it has granted certifi-

New Delhi

cation for the Covid-19 diagnostic test, said Tewari.
This technology is set to replace RT-PCR-based tests to a
large extent, said Tewari. While
the institute can produce the
testing kit up to a certain scale,
patent licencing will facilitate
commercialisation opportunitiesformedicaltechnologycompanies, he said.
Theresearchteamwasledby
Professor Suman Chakraborty
and Dr Arindam Mondal.
Accordingto the researchers,
the patented machine unit has
not only been proven to be robust during patient sample testing, but also extremely flexible
and generic. This means that
other than Covid-19 testing,
many other tests that fall under
the category of ‘isothermal nucleicacid-basedtests’(INAT),can
be performed in the same machine.
Dr Mamta Chawla Sarkar, a
virologist who oversaw the patient trials on behalf of ICMRNational Instituteof Cholera and
Enteric Diseases (NICED), said,
“Adetailedscrutinyof testingresults has clearly shown that this
assay holds the capability of detecting extremely low levels of
viral loads that any other
method based on similar principles of testing, even those from
the most celebrated research
groups across the world, could
not come up... In practice, this
means that very early stages of
infection can be detected...”
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Bareilly police station ransacked
Clerical error leaves civil, public post-holders out of
over ‘inaction’ in teen’s ‘abduction’ grievance redressal mechanism in Goa: Ex- Lokayukta
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW, OCTOBER 21

A MOB barged into a police station in Uttar Pradesh’s Bareilly
and allegedly ransacked the office and damaged property on
Tuesday while protesting “inaction” in the alleged abduction of
a 17-year-old Hindu girl by a
youthfromanothercommunity.
LocalBJPleadersclaimedthat
althoughtheywerepresentatthe
police station at the time, those
who created ruckus were “outsiders and not party workers”.
Police said the protesters
damaged furniture and also tore
up official documents. The situationwasbroughtundercontrol
after the police resorted to lathichargetodispersethecrowd.BJP

leaders, along with party workers, then staged a protest after
which Bareilly SSP Rohit Singh
Sajwan suspended three policemen, including a sub-inspector.
The SSP also removed the SHO
from his charge.
OnWednesday,thepoliceregistered an FIR against five named
and 200 unidentified persons on
severalcharges,includingassault
or criminal force to deter public
servantfromdischargeofhisduty
at the police station. No arrests
have been made yet and a search
is on for the suspects, police said.
The girl is also yet to be traced,
they added.
According to the police,
around 3 pm on Tuesday, a
group of people led by the BJP’s
Bareilly city unit president K M
Arora reached the police station

along with the family members
of thegirl, who is allegedly missing since October 17. The girl’s
family had filed an FIR against a
local resident and his family on
charges of abduction.
AroraclaimedthathewastalkingwiththeSHOandCircleOfficer
of the area in a room at the police
stationwhenheheardacommotionoutside. "Thegirl'sneighbours
werebehindtheruckusandsoon
fled. Without making any efforts
to know the truth, the police
startedlathichargingpeoplepresentthere,”saidArora.
Meanwhile, police claimed
that a video of the girl had surfaced on social media recently in
which she is purportedly seen
claiming that she was above 18
years of age and requesting “not
to create trouble”.

SMITA NAIR

PANAJI, OCTOBER 21
A 'CLERICAL mistake' in The Goa
LokayuktaAct,2011,hasleftthose
appointed to a civil or public post
out of the ambit of the grievance
redressal mechanism for maladministration, according to the
state's former Lokayukta Justice
(retd) Prafulla Kumar Misra.
AccordingtoMisra,thedefinition of a ‘public functionary’ —
againstwhomacomplaintofmaladministrationcanberaised—in
the Act does not include any person appointed to a civil or public
service or a post in connection
with the affairs of the state.
Instead,becauseofachangein
sub-clause numbers under the
relevant section in the Bill, the fi-

nal Act includes 'public functionary' as anyone who has receivedagrantofRs1lakhormore
from the state government —
mostly non-profit groups and
NGOs.
The Indian Express had reportedonOctober5thatMisraleft
Goa saying no government had
actedonthe21reportshesubmittedagainstpublicfunctionariesin
his tenure of nearly four-and-ahalf years.
Along with earlier reports,
Misra said this ‘clerical mistake’
was pointed out in three official
letters to the Chief Minister since
2017,andfinally,inaspecialreport
made to the Governor asking for
a former chief minister and two
public functionaries to be prosecuted.
ChiefMinisterPramodSawant

hasmaintainedthatLokayuktareports “were recommendatory
and not binding”.
Speakingoverthephonefrom
Odisha, Misra told The Indian
Express, “It’s (the error) due to
gross oversight and has never
been rectified.”
“Onerouteforcorrectionisordinance.Noneofourreportshave
beentabledintheAssemblyfora
legislativedebate.Icanonlyhope
someone takes our reports to the
High court,” he added.
TheActallowsforgrievanceredressalundersection2(i),where,
forthepurposeofmaladministration, a public functionary is anyonewhofallsundersub-clause(xi)
of clause(q)undersection2.
Clause (q) lists public functionaries in various sub-clauses
— with the Chief Minister listed

in sub-clause (i) and MLAs listed
insub-clause(ii).Allgovernment
personnel are defined from
clause (iii).
Whileanallegationofcorruptioncanbemovedagainstanyone,
the second arm of the law, dealingwithmaladministration,isfor
any “unreasonable, unjust, oppressive, improper, discriminatory” administrative action.
“In the Bill, public functionaries, as defined in Section 2 (i) undergrievance,fellundertwospecific sub-clauses — (xi) and (xii),”
said Misra. These two clauses,
written in legal language, originally included officers as ‘those
appointedtoacivilorpublicserviceorpostinconnectionwiththe
affairs of the State of Goa’, and
‘those in service or pay of a local
authority, University, Statutory

MEGHALAYA

Khasi student
outfit puts up
posters
targeting
Bengalis
ABHISHEK SAHA

GUWAHATI, OCTOBER 21
THE KHASI Students’ Union
(KSU) on Wednesday put up
posters in Shillong targeting the
Bengali
community
in
Meghalaya.
Someof thepostersread,“All
Meghalaya Bengalis are
Bangladeshis”and“Khasilandfor
Khasis; Foreigners Go Away.”
The posters were later removedbypolice.“Itisherebyinformed that banners that were
displayed today in public places,
have been removed. We request
all concerned to kindly co-operate with us in promoting peace
and harmony in the State,”
Meghalaya Police tweeted.
Isawanda Laloo, Deputy
Commissionerof EastKhasiHills
district, told The Indian Express,
“Yestheposterswereputupand
they have been removed.”
Some of the posters mentioned the killing of Lurshai
Hynniewta. A Khasi man,
Hynniewtawaskilledinaviolent
clash at Ichamati between a
Khasi group and non-tribals,
mostly Bengalis, in February.
Theviolencebrokeoutwhen
a team of KSU members went to
Ichamati, located close to the
Bangladesh border, to campaign
against
the
Citizenship
AmendmentActandontheirdemand for an Inner Line Permit
(ILP) in the state.
The ILP is a colonial-era system that regulates an Indian citizen’s visit or stay in the northeastern states of Nagaland,
Arunachal Pradesh, Mizoram
and Manipur.
Following
Hynniewta’s
killing, several non-tribals were
stabbed to death in different
parts of the state.
According to media reports,
non-tribal residents in Ichamati
have claimed that they have
facedharassmentsinceFebruary.
However, KSU general secretary
Donald Thabah told The Indian
Expressthatsuchallegationshave
portrayedthe“entireKhasicommunity in a bad light".
“Today’s poster demonstration and protest were a reaction
againstthebaselessandfalsified
statements and allegations by
the illegal immigrants from
Ichamatiandtheirsympathisers
from outside the state,” Thabah
said.
Sushmita Dev, president of
theAllIndiaMahilaCongressand
former MP from Assam’s
Bengali-majorityBarakValleyregion, tweeted on the posters in
Shillong. “Do we need more evidence of persecution of Bengalis
intheirowncountry.Plsnotethe
words ALL in the banner.”
On being asked about the
posters, Thabah replied,
“BengalisfromWestBengalhave
not come to Meghalaya. The ancestorsof most Bengalishereare
refugeeswhocameinfromwhat
is now Bangladesh during the
warof 1971.Theyhaveexpanded
and encroached upon our land.”
Thabah said that apart from
putting up posters in Shillong,
KSU members sloganeered
against “illegal Bangladeshis” in
Ri Bhoi and Sohra.
The demonstration in
Meghalaya came on the heels of
trouble in the inter-state boundarybetweenAssamandMizoram,
where Mizoram civil society
groups have claimed that “illegal
Bangladeshis”createproblemsfor
Mizoramresidentsthere.Thabah
said the KSU has expressed its
“solidaritywiththeMizocommunityagainstillegalBangladeshis”.

New Delhi

Body or Corporation, Society,
GovernmentCompanyandother
institutionsandeveryonelistedin
sub clause (iii) to sub clause (x).'
WhentheBillwenttoaselect
committee — led by then chief
minister, select ministers and
MLAs — on December 16, 2003,
two sub-clauses, numbered (vi)
and (vii), related to 'leader or
member of trade union' and
'Officebearerofpoliticalparty'respectively,weredroppedfromthe
Bill.Anew-subclauseidentifying
those who avail grants from the
government of Rs one lakh or
more was added.
“This meant the sub-clauses
whichdefinedpublicfunctionary
for grievance were pushed down
andgotrenumbered,”Misrasaid.
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PRESS NOTICE INVITING PERCENTAGE RATE e-TENDER

Executive Engineer (C), Postal Civil Division, Lucknow invites on behalf of The
President of India, online percentage rate (CPWD-7) e-tenders for the following work:
N.I.T. No.: 44/2nd Call/EE/PCDL/2020-21
Name of Work : Development of Parcel Hub and NDC at Ground Floor and
shifting of facilities functioning at Ground Floor to Third Floor including flooring
and plastering work of Third Floor at HPO Building, Moradabad.- 2nd Call
Estimated Cost: 42,78,488/Earnest Money: 85,570/Period of completion- 150 Days
Last time and date of submission of bid : 02.11.2020 / 18 Hrs
The bid forms and other details can be obtained from the website
www.dopcivil.euniwizarde.com

©cáÊ ∑ Á≈’¥œËÿ ﬂŸ •ŸÈ‚¥œÊŸ ‚¥SÕÊŸ
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TROPICAL FOREST RESEARCH INSTITUTE

(Indian Council of Forestry Research & Education)
(An Autonomous Council under the Ministry of Environment,
Forests & Climate Change Govt. of India)
P.O.-R.F.R.C, Mandla Road, JABALPUR- 482 021 (M.P)

No. 15-1(10)/e-procurement/2020-21 /pur/TFRI/JBP/1152 dt. 21/10/2020

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ELECTORAL OFFICER
JAMMU & KASHMIR

Nirvachan Bhawan, Rail Head Complex, Jammu
Phone: 0191-2477519, Fax: 0191-2477519, E-mail: ceo-jk@nic.in
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e-NIT No. CEO/Acctta/2020-21/437
Dated: 20.10.2020

For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor of Jammu & Kashmir UT, eTenders are invited from registered Manufacurers/Dealers/Suppliers for
the supply of Ballot Boxes for the forthcoming District Development
Council Election, 2020 and Panchayat Bye-Election, 2020, as per detail
mentioned in the BOQ of the e-Tender.

1. Date of Publishing of Tender Notice
2. Period of Downloading of Documents
3. Date of Submission of Online
Documents
4. Date of Opening of e-Tender

HARYANA STATE SWACHH BHARAT MISSION SOCIETY
ENGAGEMENT OF STAFF OF CONTRACT BASIS

CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF APPLICATIONS
02.11.2020

Applications are invited for the under mentioned post purely on Contract Basis as per the policy of
outsourcing notified by Govt. of Haryana, on the prescribed application form under Swachh Bharat
Mission- Gramin. The application form shall be downloaded from the Departmental website:
www.harpanchayats.gov.in
Sr. Name of Post
No.
1
1.

Qualification &
Experience

No. of
Posts

Category

4
01

5
General

2
3
District Programme Post Graduate with 1st Division in
Manager (S&H)
Sciences or with 55% in Social
Science
which
includes
Sociology,
Social
Work,
Economics, Psychology, Public
Administration, 5 years experience
with NGO/ Govt. Department
after acquisition of requisite qualification and knowledge of MS
Office/ Excel/ Power Point.

Monthly
Place of
Emoluments Posting
Payable
6
7
40,000/Rohtak

The candidates meeting the requisite Qualification & Experience shall only be considered for the
above mentioned post. No relaxation in Qualification & Experience shall be allowed.
1. The complete application on the prescribed format with self attested photo copies of Education
Qualification/Experience, one self attested photograph shall reach to the office of Mission Director,
Haryana State Swachh Bharat Mission, Haryana, Panchayat Bhawan, Plot No. 3, Sector 28-A.
Madhya Marg, Chandigarh on or before office closing office hours on 02.11.2020.
2. The application received after 02.11.2020 will not be accepted and will be rejected without any further correspondence.
3. For detailed terms and conditions please visit Department
website: www.harpanchayats.gov.in.
83317/HRY

20.10.2020
20.10.2020 to 27.10.2020
20.10.2020 to 27.10.2020
upto 01.00 P.M.
27.10.2020 at 03.00 P.M.

The tender documents along with other terms and conditions of the eNIT relevant documents can be downloaded from the departmental website jktenders.gov.in and ceojk.nic.in. The tender shall be uploaded in
Electronic Format on the departmental website jktenders.gov.in. The bidders shall have to upload scanned copies of all necessary documents like
CDR/Treasury Receipt (Earnest Money/Tender Fee) Registration
Certificate duly renewed/GST Registration Certificate/SSI Certificate/
Turnover Certificate of last three years. The cost of tender documents
shall be deposited in the Treasury under receipt Head 0070-OAS (Other
Administrative Service) and Earnest Money deposit in the Shape of CDR
only shall be pledged to Accounts Officer O/o Chief Electoral Officer,
J&K, which is refundable.
Sd/No. 6100/CEO/Acctts/PYT/2020/4133-39
Chief Electoral Officer,
Dated: 20.10.2020
Jammu & Kashmir.

Sr.
No.

Estimated
Cost(Rs.)

4

2

1,86,47,000/only

3,73,000/only

The Executive Engineer, B&R Division, HPPWD Sangrah, District Sirmaur, H.P. on behalf of Governor of
Himachal Pradesh invites the item rates bids, in electronic tendering system from the eligible class of
Contractors registered with HPPWD for the works detailed in the table.

C/o 30.00 meter Span Bridge over Pathrala Ka
Khala and Khari Ka Nala on Khajurna-Bikram
Bagh-Suketi-Kala Amb Road at RD 2/975 on
Lump Sum Basis

3

36,89,000/only

63,000/only

Sr.
No.

Performance Based Financial Incentive during
the year 2020-21 for Periodic Maintenance of
BanogKheri Road in Km 16/0 to 20/0

4

C/o Veterinary Hospital Building at Parara,
District Sirmaur (HP) (SH:- C/o Civil Work, Water
Supply and Sanitary Installation, C/o Boundary
Wall and Site Development)

31,86,500/only

47,000/only

5

A/R and M/o Various Roads under HPPWD SubDivision, Dadahu (SH:- P/L Thermoplastic
Striping and Fixing Road Studs)

10,15,800/only

20,500/only

1

2

Deadline for
Submission
Bid

3

4

5

6

1.

A/R & M/O Solan Meenus Road Km. 92/00 to 110/00 (SH: C/O
Essential Parapets from Km. 102/00 to 103/00,104/00 to 105/00 &
106/00 to 107/00)

4,70,702/-

29.10.2020

9,500/-

11.11.2020

2.

C/O Link Road Haripurdhar Kharkadhar to Village Kainthu Km. 0/00
to 7/800 (SH: C/O 5/7 mtr. Wide formation cutting km. 0/300 to 1/00)

7,90,000/-

29.10.2020

16,000/-

11.11.2020

3.

C/O Bhanra Kadoli Thontha shilli Bhangari chowkar Road Km. 0/00
to 9/00 (SH: C/O 900 mm dia Hume pipe culvert at RD. 0/390,
0/655, 1/330, 2/195, 2/650, 2/735, 2/315 and 2/380)

14,89,656/-

29.10.2020

29,800/-

11.11.2020

4.

Performance based financial incentive under PMGSY Package No.
HP-10-157 for the year 2019-20 (PART-II) ( during the year 202021)from Rajana to Ganog km. 6/0 to 15/170 (SH: Providing and laying 30mm thick bituminous concrete in km.6/0 to 9/0 & 10/0 to
11/0,C/O Retaining wall at 8/220 to 8/230& 9/060 to 9/070 & essential parapets etc).

44,88,385/-

29.10.2020

75,000/-

11.11.2020

5.

C/O Nohra Hindga Bandal Road Km. 0/0 to 5/310(SH: P/L WBM
Grading-ll,G-lll,30mm thick bituminous concrete alogwith PCC Road
side drain in Km. 3/00 to 4/00)

18,56,370/-

29.10.2020

35,400/-

11.11.2020

6.

C/O PWD Rest house at Sangrah (SH: Boundary wall, white washing, distempering, sanitary installation ,Paver blocks, plastering
work etc.)

15,00,000/-

29.10.2020

30,000/-

11.11.2020

7.

A/R & M/o Sangrah Pallar Road Km. 0/0 to 12/270 (SH: C/O PCC
Road side drain in km. 1/0 to 3/800)

9,04,400/-

29.10.2020

18,200/-

11.11.2020

8.

C/O Link Road village Chambi Km. 0/00 to 2/500 (SH: 5/7 mtr. Wide
formation cutting at RD. 1/763 to 2/500)

7,90,000/-

29.10.2020

15,900/-

11.11.2020

9.

Incomplete C/O Link Road From Nihog to Methli Km. 0/0 to 3/720
(SH: 5/7 mtr. Wide formation cutting in Km. 2/300 to 3/720) Under
BASP

12,97,294/-

29.10.2020

25,900/-

11.11.2020

10.

A/R & M/O Nohra Bogdhar Methli Road Km. 0/0 to 34/0 (SH: C/O
R/Wall in wire crate & PCC at RD. 1/765 to 4/778.20)

2,47,315/-

29.10.2020

5000

11.11.2020

11.

A/R & M/O Nahan Dadahu Haripurdhar Road Km. 36/0 to 87/0 (SH:
C/o PCC Road side drain in Km. 64/700 to 66/0)

3,09,400/-

29.10.2020

6,200/-

11.11.2020

12.

A/R & M/O Nahan Dadahu Haripurdhar Road Km. 36/0 to 87/0 (SH:
C/o RCC R/Wall at RD. 63/260 to 63/275)

5,57,701/-

29.10.2020

11,200/-

11.11.2020

C/O road from Devamanal to Shiya via Bakhan-KothiBegra Charag-Jiyar km. 0/00 to 16/00(SH: C/O Breast Wall in wire crate
from RD. 3/200 to 3/230) MNP

162746/-

29.10.2020

3300/-

11.11.2020

14.

Routine Maintenance of Nahan Dadahu Haripurdhar road Km. 63/0
to 79/0 and Sangrah Paller Road Km. 0/0 to 2/0) UNDER PBMC for
(Period-l & Period-ll)

19,39,178/-

29.10.2020

36,600/-

11.11.2020

15.

Routine Maintenance of Nahan Dadahu Haripurdhar road Km. 39/0
to 55/0) UNDER PBMC for (Period-l & Period-ll)

14,92,125/-

29.10.2020

28,100/-

11.11.2020

16.

Routine Maintenance of Nohra Bogdhar Methli road Km. 0/0 to
18/0) UNDER PBMC for (Period-l & Period-ll)

22,19,157/-

29.10.2020

40,800/-

11.11.2020

17.

Routine Maintenance of Nahan Dadahu Haripurdhar road Km. 79/0
to 86/0 & Dalyanoo Pullilani Nanidhar road Km. 0/0 to 5/0) UNDER
PBMC for (Period-l & Period-ll)

13,51,854/-

29.10.2020

27,100/-

11.11.2020

The bidders are advised to note other details of tenders from the department website www.hptenders.gov.in.
Executive Engineer
HPPWD (B&R) Division Sangrah
Tel/Fax: 01702-248207
E-mail: ee-san-hp@nic.in
On behalf of Governor of Himachal Pradesh

3847/HP

// ´fbd»fÀf ¸fb£¹ff»f¹f, ¸f²¹f´fiQZVf ·fû´ff»f //

No. PHQ/15/Arms/F.No.- 428/4918-1/2002 Bhopal,

2

Starting Date for Downloading Bid:Deadline for Submission of Bid:-

BÊ-d³fd½fQf d³fSXÀ°feIYSX¯f IYe Àfc¨f³ff

Dated 07/10/2020

´fbd»fÀf ¸fb£¹ff»f¹f, ·fû´ff»f õfSf WZ »f¸fZM 16,000 ³f¦f Ii ¹f I S³fZ WZ °fb BÊ-d³fd½fQf Ii ¸ffaI NIT No. PHQ/ 15/
Arms/ F.No.- 428 (Riot Drill/ 820-1/ 2020 Bhopal, Dated 5.2.20 ªffSe I e ¦fBÊ ±feÜ C¢°f
d³fd½fQf ¸fZÔ °fI ³feI e ´fSeÃf¯f C´fSfa°f ´f¹ffÊ´°f ´fid°fÀ´f²ffÊ ³fWeÔ Wû³fZ ÀfZ ªffSe d³fd½fQf d³fSÀ°f I e ªff°fe W` Ü
WXÀ°ff./CX´f ´fbd»fÀf A²feÃfIY (´fi¶fa²f)
WZX°fb-´fbd»fÀf ¸fWXfd³fQZVfIY, ¸f²¹f´fiQZVf, ·fû´ff»f
G-15017/20
Dated 20.10.2020

10.11.2020
24.11.2020 up to 10:00 AM

The bidders are advised to note other details of tenders from the department website www.hptenders.gov.in.

3868/HP

13.

No. 2020-21/TFRI/JBP/01
No. 2020-21/TFRI/JBP/02
No. 2020-21/TFRI/JBP/03
No. 2020-21/TFRI/JBP/04
No. 2020-21/TFRI/JBP/05
Tropical Forest Research Institute, Jabalpur
Invites online tenders for the supply of
equipments from eligible bidders. Details may
be obtained online at MoEFCC web site
http://moefcc.euniwizarde.com and
http://tfri.icfre.org. Last date for submission of
bids is 23/11/2020. Bids shall be submitted
online only at MoEFCC web site. Manual bids
will not be accepted.
Sd/-

Co-ordinator (F), TFRI, Jabalpur

Earnest
Money (Rs.)
3,99,500/only

Earnest
Money
(Rs.)

1

Name of Work

3

Starting Date for
Downloading Bid

NOTICE INVITING TENDER
FOR : SUPPLY OF EQUIPMENTS

INVITATION FOR BIDS (IFB)

3,66,72,000/only

Estimated
Cost
(Rs.)

fnukad 20&10&2020

jk"Vª fgr esa fctyh cpk;as

The Executive Engineer, B&R Division, HPPWD Nahan, District Sirmaur, H.P.
on behalf of Governor of Himachal Pradesh invites the item rates bids, in electronic tendering system from the eligible class of Contractors registered with
HPPWD for the works detailed in the table.

C/o Road from Dheera to MoryonNadali Neon
Road in G.P. Mahipur Km 0/0 to 7/120 under
NABARD RIDF-XXV

Name of Work

3555/v/kh-vfHk-(Hka0)/-vk/fufonk

HIMACHAL PRADESH
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

1

INVITATION FOR BIDS (IFB)

nf{k.kkapy fo|qr forj.k fuxe fyŒ

vYidkyhu
bZ&fufonk lwpuk
CIN:U31200UP2003SGC027460
bZ&fufonk lwpuk
v/kksgLrk{kjdrkZ }kjk fuEufyf[kr lkexzh dh
vkiwfrZ/dk;Z djkus gsrq bZ&fufonk vkeaf=r dh
tkrh gSA fufonk ds laca/k esa foLr`r fu;e o
'krsZ fufonk vfHkys[kksa esa mfYyf[kr gS tks
mŒçŒ 'kklu ds bZ&çksD;ksjesaV iksVZy
https:// etender.up.nic.in ,oa nf{k.kkapy
fo|qr forj.k fuxe fyŒ dh osclkbV
www.dvvnl. org ij miyC/k gSA Øe
la[;k] fufonk la[;k lkexzh/dk;Z dk fooj.k]
fufonk [kqyus dk fnukad] fufonk 'kqYd]
/kjksgj jkf'k ¼:i;s esa½ ØekuqlkjA 1bZŒ,lŒlhŒ/,Œ/Vh&13 ¼2020&21½] fo|qr
Hk.Mkj [k.M] ckank ds dk;kZy; lapkyu gsrq
fofHkUu çdkj ds QuhZpj dh vkiwfrZ dk dk;Z]
5-11-2020] #Œ 1180-00] #Œ 10000-00
fufonk esa ;fn dksbZ la'kks/ku vFkok fufonk
[kqyus dh frfFk esa foLrkj gksrk gS rks bldh
lwpuk bZ&Vs.Mj osclkbV etender.up.nic
.in ij rFkk fuxe dh osclkbV www.dvvnl.
org ij miyC/k djk nh tk;sxhA
v/kh{k.k vfHk;Urk
fo|qr Hk.Mkj e.My] vkxjk

Executive Engineer
HPPWD (B&R) Division Nahan
Tel/Fax: 01702-222260 E-mail: ee-nah-hp@nic.in
On behalf of Governor of Himachal Pradesh

COIMBATORE SMART CITY LIMITED
COIMBATORE CITY MUNICIPAL CORPORATION
SMART CITIES MISSION SCHEME
NOTICE INVITING REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL (RFP)
SELECTION OF SYSTEM INTEGRATOR TO DESIGN, SUPPLY, IMPLEMENT, OPERATE AND
MANAGE AN INTEGRATED COMMAND AND CONTROL CENTRE IN COIMBATORE CITY
Roc.No.25/2017/SCM1 Date: 20.10.2020
The Managing Director, Coimbatore Smart City Limited hereby invites “Request for Proposal (RFP)” for Selection
of System integrator to Design, Supply, Implement, Operate, & Manage the Integrated Command and Control
Centre in Coimbatore City under Smart Cities Mission Scheme. The RFP document for the subject project will be
available at the following addresses on payment of Rs. 10,000/- in the form of a Demand Draft from any scheduled
bank, drawn in favour of “ The Managing Director, Coimbatore Smart City Limited” payable at Coimbatore.
The “Request for Proposal” (RFQ) document will be available for download from the websites namely
www.ccmc.gov.in and https://tntenders.gov.in from 23.10.2020 onwards. The RFPs should be accompanied
with a Demand Draft as specified above. The RFP documents shall be submitted on or before 3.00 PM on
25.11.2020 at the following address:
The Managing Director,
Coimbatore Smart City Limited. Coimbatore City Municipal Corporation Campus,
Big Bazaar Street, Coimbatore -641001. Telephone: 0422-2396026 & Fax: 0422-2390167.
e-mail: commr.coimbatore@tn.gov.in or cscl.jnnurm@gmail.com
The RFP documents received after the due date of submission will not be accepted and such proposals will be
summarily rejected, For any clarifications regarding this tendering, the applicants may contact the City Engineer,
Coimbatore City Municipal Corporation at 0422-2394376 or +919443799211 during the office hours.

Managing Director, Coimbatore Smart City Limited

DIPR /3901/TENDER/2020

Ropeways and Rapid Transport System
Development Corporation HP Limited
(A State Government Undertaking)
US club, Shimla-1, Phone No. 0177-2811001, 2811003, 2811004

ROPEWAYS AND RAPID TRANSPORT SYSTEM
DEVELOPMENT CORPORAION H.P. LIMITED (RTDC)
Notice
INVITATION FOR BIDS (IFB)

The General Manager, RTDC invites the bids for the under mentioned work from the eligible contractors/firms.
Sr.
No.
1.

Name of Work

Estimated
EMD
Cost inclusive inclusive of
of GST
GST (INR)
(INR)

Producing and Delivering a promotional documentary film on Chanshal
Pass as per terms & conditions of term of reference.

5 Lacs

Tender
Processing Fee
inclusive of GST
(INR)

Time for
completion

1,000

10 Days

10,000

Key Dates
1.
3

Date of Publication
Last Date of Submission of tender

19.10.2020 at 5.00 P.M.
03.11.2020 upto 12.00 P.M.

4

Date of Opening of Bids

03.11.2020 at 03.00 P.M.

Bid Document should not be tempered and if any such tempering is detected before or after the opening of bids, his tender will be rejected/ cancelled. All
other details are given in TOR, which may be collected from the office of undersigned on any working day between 10.00 am to 5.00 pm.

TOR FOR CONSULTANTS
1.0

PROJECT OBJECTIVE
Producing a promotional documentary film on Chanshal Pass.The scope of work along with deliverables and payment schedule is given as under:2.0 Scope of Work
a) The film has to be prepared showcasing the brief about Chanshal Pass in full HD format.
b) The film shots must include journey from Chirgaon to Chanshal and beauty of the valley and any other shot as directed by RTDC for their
in corporation in the film.
c) Various photographs and videos taken during the visit of Officers of RTDC are also to be added in the film.
d) Adding of visuals, graphics and animations to make the film effective as directed by RTDC Ltd.
e) Time is the essence of the making of film; hence final film has to be ready as per schedule of deliverables.
.
f) The language of film will be in English and Hindi both.
g) The duration of final film will be 15 to 20 minutes.
3.0 Deliverables
i)
Telecast Masters on Hard Disk, MOV or mpeg format (Two copies)
ii) Pen Drive (4 copies)
iii) Copies of final script in English and Hindi both
4.0 Schedule of Deliverables
i)
Completion of shooting of films on decided locations with in 4 days from Lol.
ii) Final script with in 7 days from Lol.
iii) Draft cut film with in 7 days from LoI
iv) Draft film may be revised 2 to 3 times
v) Final Version of Film with in 10 days from Lol.
5.0 Terms of Payment
●
On completion of shooting of films on decided locations - 25% payment of total cost
●
On finalization of script in consultation with RTDC - 15% payment of total cost
●
On showing the draft cut film and submission in soft copy - 20% payment of total cost
●
On submission and acceptance of final version of the film - 40% payment of total cost

6.0

7.0

Mode of Payment:●
Earnest Money deposit may be deposit in the form of Demand Draft/ FDR/ Bank Guarantee in the name of General Manager, RTDC HP Shimla-1.
●
The Tender Processing fee shall be deposit through RTGS in the account no. given below:
●
Bank Account No - 50100297437422
●
Bank Name - HDFC Bank
●
Bank Branch - The Mall Shimla HP (171001)
●
IFSC - HDFC0000524
●
Beneficiary Name - General Manager,Ropeways & Rapid Transport System Development Corporation HP Ltd
Notes:●
There will be a penalty of 2% per week or part thereof (only working days), of the installment due, for delay on the part of the Consultant, if
any, in submission of deliverables.
●
Financial quote should be fixed i.e. fixed amount Bid shall be accepted.
●
The data/information available with the Deptt. Shall be provided to the bidder, however, rest of the data for this assignment shall be collected
by the Consultant independently.
●
The invoice shall be considered for payment only after acceptance of deliverable by RTDC.
●
The conditional bids shall be out rightly rejected.

Sd/General Manager
Ropeway & Rapid Transport System
Development Corporation H.P Ltd. U.S. Club, Shimla-1.
Cont No.- 0177-2811003
E-Mail: gmrtdchp@gmail.com

RTDC-3541-45

New Delhi
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CORONAVIRUS DASHBOARD
INDIA ACTIVE CASES
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@ieExplained
#ExpressExplained
If there are questions of current or contemporary relevance that you would like
explained, please write to explained@indianexpress.com

SIMPLY PUT QUESTION &ANSWER

US sues Google: what it means
US Justice Department, joined by 11 states, has filed a suit against Google for abusing dominant position in
the market. What led to these charges, and what can the action mean for Google, in the US and elsewhere?
AASHISH ARYAN

NEW DELHI, OCTOBER 21

LAST 10 DAYS
600,000

Oct 12

Oct 21

Note: The Oct 21 figure in this graph is based on the government update on Oct 20

INDIA TOTAL CASES
7,651,107

WORLD TOTAL CASES
40,932,220

Source:MinistryofHealth&Family
Welfare,updatedat11pmonOct 21

Source:JohnsHopkinsUniversity,
updatedat11pmonOct 21

Quick Covid test from
IIT Kharagpur: How it
works, why it matters

COVIRAP does not require technical skills or lab setting. IIT-KGP/YouTube

ANURADHAMASCARENHAS
PUNE, OCTOBER 21

A NEW diagnostic test for Covid-19
from IIT Kharagpur, called COVIRAP,
can be a potential game-changer in
bringinghigh-endmoleculardiagnosticsfromthelabtothefield.TheIndian
Council of Medical Research (ICMR)
has validated the efficacy of the
method, IIT-KGP said Wednesday.
HOW IT WORKS: It has an automated pre-programmable temperature control unit, a special detection
unit on genomic analysis, and a customised smartphone app for results.
Three master mixes work as markers
of different genes to confirm the presence of SARS-CoV-2, said Prof Suman
Chakraborty, Dean, Sponsored
Research and Industrial Consultancy,
IIT Kharagpur. Samples collected react
with these mixes. When paper strips
aredippedintothesereactionproducts,
colouredlinesindicatethepresenceof
the virus. Dr Arindam Mondal,
Assistant Professor, School of
Bioscience,IIT-KGP,saidthetechnology
has been subjected to rigorous testing
protocols as per ICMR guidelines.
WHY IT’S SPECIAL: Current tests
includeRT-PCR,whicharehighlyaccurate but require advanced lab infrastructure, and antigen tests that can
giveresultsinminutesbuthavealower
accuracy. Prof V K Tewari, Director, IIT
Kharagpur,saidtheCOVIRAPprocessis
completed within an hour. The test is
conductedinaultra-low-costportable
unit that can be handled by unskilled
operatorsoutsidethelabenvironment,

and is an alternative to high-end RTPCRmachines.Itcantestsampleseven
on open fields. The same unit can be
used for a large number of tests on replacement of the paper cartridge after
eachtest.Thepatentedmachineunitis
also very generic, which means that it
can perform tests beyond Covid-19 —
forinfluenza,malaria,dengue,Japanese
encephalitis,TBetcunderthecategory
of isothermal nucleic acid-based tests.
COVIRAP & FELUDA: FELUDA,
named after Satyajit Ray’s fictional detective as an acronym for FNCAS9
Editor-Limited Uniform Detection
Assay,isatestdevelopedbytheInstitute
of Genomics and Integrative Biology.
ThistoodetectsgenesspecifictoSARSCoV-2,butusesCRISPR-CAStechnology.
WithFELUDA,too,theneedfortechnicalexpertiseisminimal.Whilethecurrent FELUDA prototype requires a PCR
machine for processing, COVIRAP uses
itsowndetectiontechnology,patented
by IIT-KGP. “There are certain components of the method which are exclusive for us and different from CRISPRCAS,”Prof Chakrabortysaid.

WHY TESTING STILL MATTERS:

Indiahastested9.72croresamplesuntil October 20, and been meeting the
WHO-suggestedthresholdof140tests
per million population per day. While
new cases have been declining daily,
experts have said the focus should remain on ensuring access to tests in
places in areas where fewer than
140/milliontestsaredoneperday.The
IIT-KGP director said “the Institute is
open for tie-ups” with corporates or
start-upsfortechnologylicensingand
commercial production.

THE UNITED States Department of Justice
(DoJ) sued Google on Tuesday, alleging that
the company had abused its dominant position in a way that had harmed its competitors as well as customers. Eleven US states
have joined the DoJ in the anti-trust lawsuit
against Google “for unlawfully maintaining
a monopoly in general search services and
search advertising”.
What is the lawsuit about?
Inhisstatementannouncingtheinitiation
ofthelawsuit,DeputyAttorneyGeneralofthe
DoJJeffreyARosensaidthemainconcernsare
businesspracticesthatmayhaveledto“massive concentrations of economic power” in a
few companies such as Google. The lawsuit
willfocusonGoogleasit“isthegatewaytothe
Internet and a search advertising behemoth”.
“Googleachievedsomesuccessinitsearly
years, and no one begrudges that, but, as the
antitrustcomplaintfiledtodayexplains,ithas
maintaineditsmonopolypowerthroughexclusionary practices that harm competition.
So the Justice Department has determined
thatanantitrustresponseisnecessarytobenefit consumers,” Rosensaidin hisstatement.
What led to the lawsuit?
Earlier this month, a US House of
Representatives panel submitted the report
of abipartisaninvestigationintotheworking
of Amazon, Apple, Google and Facebook. The
probe had started in July 2019. These companieshavebeenontheradarofgovernmentsin
many countries for being big spenders and
tryingtosteamrollcompetitionbyeitherbuyingouttheirrivalsorpushingvendorstoavoid
working with these rivals. The US Congress
wantedtoknow,forexample,if Applehad,in
ordertopromoteanappthatenablesparents
tolimitscreentimeforchildren,thrownouta
rival app on the pretence that it was not safe.
The panel said each of these companies
was now acting as a “gatekeeper” over a key
channel of distribution, which meant that
they had full control over what went on in
their respective domains. The report called
for the big technology companies to be bro-

Google office building in California. Eleven US states have joined the Department
of Justice in the lawsuit against the company. Reuters
ken up and for a “presumptive prohibition
against future mergers and acquisitions by
the dominant platform”.
Why is the lawsuit important?
Thelawsuitmarksthefirsttimetherehas
been a bipartisan effort — involving both the
Democratic and the Republican parties — to
lookintothemonopolisticpowersof Google.
The challenge for Google, experts said,
would be continued scrutiny into its biggest
revenuegeneratingsegment,whichisadvertisinggainedfromitssearchengineandaffiliate websites. In the April-June quarter, the
company had earned nearly $38 billion,
mainly from advertisements.
Apartfromincreasedfederalscrutiny,big
tech companies are also likely to face more
questions and probes from states in the US,
which have in the recent past hauled these
firms up for not doing more to control their
influence on day-to-day aspects of life.
ThelasttimeGooglefacedlegalactionfor

allegedlyabusingitsdominanceinthesearch
marketwas almosta decadeago— in 2011—
when the Federal Trade Commission (FTC)
was acting on a complaint filed by a
Washington-based non-profit research
agency,ElectronicPrivacyInformationCenter.
Althoughthefivecommissionerseventually
votednottopursueacaseagainstGoogle,the
company had to, as a part of a settlement
process, implement a strict user data security policy and agree to independent privacy
audits for the next 20 years.
“Google is a global market player. This
(lawsuit) would have a worldwide impact
where Google's practices could potentially
be looked at. But having said that, the CCI
(Competition Commission of India) is already looking into such practices and has already fined Google previously. This is very
muchundertheCCIradartokeepthesepractices under check,” competition law expert
and partner at L&L Partners Kanika
Chaudhary Nayar said.

What are the allegations that Google
faces in India?
Over the last three years, Google has had
multiple run-ins with the CCI for alleged
abuse of its dominant position in the search
enginemarket,theAndroidsmartphoneand
television market, as well as the Google
Flights service.
In 2019, India’s antitrust body had held
Googleguiltyof misuseof itsdominantposition in the mobile Android market and said
the company had imposed “unfair conditions” on device manufacturers to prevent
them from using other operating systems.
And in February 2018, the CCI had fined
Google Rs 136 crore for unfair business practices in the online search market. It said that
Google had “allocated disproportionate real
estate”foritsaffiliates,tothedisadvantageof
other companies that were trying to gain
market access.
“Besides, it was also found that Google
has provided a further link in such commercial units which leads users to its specialised
search result page (Google Flight) resulting
intounfairimpositionupontheusersof general search services as well,” the CCI said.
GooglehaschallengedtheCCIfindingsin
forums such as the National Company Law
Appellate Tribunal and the Supreme Court.
What could the US Justice Department
action mean for Google?
Althoughthelawsuitisthefirstof itskind,
itisunlikelythattherewillbeanyswiftaction
onthecompanyinthenearterm,expertssaid.
“The lawsuit is just the beginning of
something formal, after the House panel report. Going ahead, Google may argue before
the courts that it is being singled out from
amongst the other companies, or try to explain why it does not really abuse its dominance in any market segment,” said a legal
expert who had advised some companies
against Google's 2018 case in CCI.
“Yes, there can be a spiralling effect but
every country will have to conduct its own
separate investigation if the same conduct
has been done there. Regulators will definitely have a sense of looking into the practices of Google. But will they be guilty of the
sameissuesallovertheworld?Thatwillhave
to be assessed independently,” Nayar said.

What it will take for Jet Airways to fly again
ity to get those slots in the first place.

PRANAV MUKUL

NEW DELHI, OCTOBER 21
LAST WEEK, a group of lenders approved a
bid by a consortium for revival of Jet Airways,
which has been grounded since April 2018
for lack of funds. This could be the first step
in a possible turnaround of India’s oldest private airline.
So, who are Jet’s new potential owners?
JetAirways’creditorshaveapprovedaresolutionplansubmittedbyaconsortiumofUKbased Kalrock Capital and UAE-based businessman Murari Lal Jalan. Jalan was initially a
papertraderwholaterdiversifiedintovarious
sectors such as real estate, mining, construction, FMCG, dairy, travel and tourism, and industrial works. He currently has investments
in the UAE, India, Russia and Uzbekistan.
It is important to note that neither of the
parties in the consortium has experience in
managing a passenger airline.
When is Jet expected to start operations?
The next step is for the lenders to get approval for the resolution plan from the
NationalCompanyLawTribunal(NCLT).Once
the NCLT approval is in, the investors are
ready to take the airline to the skies within
six months, people in the know have said.

Lenders have approved a bid by consortium to revive the airline. Express Archive
However, things may not turn out to be
quite as straightforward. The new investors
are said to be looking at investing Rs 1,000
crore into Jet Airways, but it is unclear at this
point whether the money would be used towards repaying the creditors, vendors, employees, etc, or towards getting the airline
back on its feet.
What are the major concerns that have
to be addressed?
Tobeginwith,thenewinvestorswillhave
torenegotiatecontractswithvariousvendors

includingfuelretailers,aircraftlessors,caterers
etc, which will be crucial for flight operations.
Secondly,whenJetAirwayswasgrounded
in 2018, the slots that were under use by the
airlinewerereallocatedtootherdomesticairlines by the government, given the severe
crunch of available slots at key airports such
s Delhi and Mumbai. While it will be importantforJetAirwaystoregainsomeofitsprime
slotstoensuresustainableoperations,itisunlikely that other domestic airlines will let go
of the slots without a fight, given that they
haveinvestedinbringinginadditionalcapac-

In what form is Jet expected to restart?
The investors have laid out a plan to resume Jet Airways as a small airline in the beginning, for which they have begun negotiating with aircraft lessors.
Currently, the airline has 12 aircraft on its
books — nine wide-bodied planes and three
narrow-bodied Boeing 737s. While Jet
Airways is expected to retain its iconic brand
identity and its business model of being a
full-service carrier, it is likely that in the first
year of its operations, the airline will operate only domestically.
Thisisunlesstheinvestorsoptforaggressiveexpansion,somethingthat marketplayers have ruled out for the time being, given
theglobalaviationindustryscenariothathas
arisen as a result of the Covid-19 pandemic.
What happens to Jet employees?
Whilethenewsof aresolutionplanbeing
approved by the lenders has caused some
cheeramongthestaff of JetAirways—which,
at its peak, had around 17,000 employees —
the new investors are yet to take a call on
who will be retained. In terms of human resources, it will be crucial for the investors to
bring in a management with experience of
running an airline in addition to people necessary for flight operations, such as crew etc.

Recalling a Pak misadventure: What happened on October 22, 1947?
NIRUPAMA SUBRAMANIAN
MUMBAI, OCTOBER 21

KASHMIRIS HAVE traditionally observed
October 27 as a Black Day to mark the first
landingof IndiantroopsintheValleyin1947
topushbackPakistan-backedtribalinvaders.
But this year, in what appears to be an effort
by the government to change that narrative,
theMinistryofCultureismarkingOctober22
— the day the Pakistani invasion began and
set the stage for the first India-Pakistan war
—withastringofevents,includingasymposium in Srinagar on the events of that day.

The lead-up to Oct 22

ByOctober1947,Kashmirwasinhighferment. For months before the independence
of India and the creation of Pakistan, Hari
Singh, the Hindu ruler of Muslim-majority
Kashmir,wasfacingarebellioninPoonchby
Muslim subjects who refused to pay taxes
and launched an armed insurgency. Hari

Singh deployed the Kashmir state forces to
crackdown.Atthesametime,withPartition
nearing, Hindus and Sikhs had been crossing into Jammu, bringing with them stories
of harrowing violence in Rawalpindi and
other areas. Jammu had turned into a communal cauldron by the time anti-Muslim
clashesbrokeout.Therearevaryingversions
of howmanyMuslimswerekilled,butmost
accounts speak of the riots as a massacre.
At Independence, Hari Singh decided
that Kashmir would not accede to either
India or Pakistan. Instead, he made an offer
of astandstillagreementwithboth,butonly
Pakistan signed. Pakistan took charge of
Kashmir’s post and telegraphs and agreed
tocontinuesupplyingessentialssuchasfuel
and grains through West Punjab, now part
of the new country. But as the clashes continued,thesuppliesfromPakistandriedup.
Lack of petrol immobilised transport;
Pakistan stopped the train service from
Sialkot to Jammu; banking got disrupted.
On the borders, bands of armed raiders

werealreadylaunchinghit-and-runattacks.
The situation grew alarming for Hari Singh
and his small army from about midOctober, and his cables to the Pakistan PM
to put an end to the raids were rebuffed.

Oct 22 invasion & resistance

On October 22, thousands of tribal invaders crossed into Kashmir overrunning
outposts of Hari Singh’s state forces in
Muzaffarabad,Domelandotherplacesonthe
roadtoSrinagar.TheKashmirforcesweretoo
small in number. Plus, the Muslim soldiers,
whowereinequalnumberswiththeDogras
in the force, joined hands with the raiders.
According to the Ministry of Defence’s
official history of the war, “The plan of the
invaders was tactfully sound and, in the beginning, brilliantly executed. The main attack had to be frontally launched along the
motor road. Apart from the rifles, the standard weapon of the raiders, the main force
had also a few light machine guns and travelled in about 300 civilian lorries.”

Pakistanmaintainedithadnothingtodo
with this invasion, but evidence to the contraryhascomeupinseveralaccountsincludingthatbyMajor-GeneralAkbarKhanof the
PakistanArmy,inhisbookRaidersofKashmir.
Indianmilitaryhistoriessaytheinvasionwas
planned two months ahead by the Pakistan
Army, and codenamed Operation Gulmarg.
Oneof themostsignificantepisodeswas
the attack on Baramulla on the night of
October 26-27. The targeting of St Joseph’s
ConventandHospitalonOctober27andthe
killings on its premises are documented by
British journalist Andrew Whitehead in A
Mission in Kashmir.
VariousaccountsoftheinvasionhaveexplainedwhythePashtuntribesmencameto
form the advance party of the Pakistan military. Whitehead writes that Pakistan did not
want to trigger an open conflict with India,
andfounditsbestoptionin“turningthemartial mood of the the Pathan hill tribes to [its]
bestinterests”.India’sofficialaccountsaysthe
useofPashtuntribesmenbyPakistansought

todivertthedemandsforPashtunistaninthe
North-West Frontier Province.
TwoKashmirisarecelebratedfortheirresistancethathelpedkeeptheinvadersoutof
Srinagarforafewdays,untilIndiantroopsarrived on October 27, a day after Hari Singh
signed the Instrument of Accession to India.
One is Brigadier Rajinder Singh, who had
just been appointed as the new Chief of Staff
of the state forces. He had headed out of
Srinagar with 200 troops, and his decision to
blowupabridgeinUrislowedtheadvanceof
thetribesmen,althoughitdidnotstopthem.
SinghwaskilledinactiononOctober25.
The other is Shahid Maqbool Sherwani,
whosestoryhasbeenimmortalisedbyMulk
Raj Anand in Death of a Hero. Sherwani, a
National Conference worker in Baramulla,
gave the invaders wrong directions to
Srinagar airport. He was crucified by them
when they realised he had tricked them.
All accounts of the war also ascribe the
tribesmen'sfailuretomakeprogresstowards
Srinagar to their preoccupation with looting

New Delhi

Baramulla, with some even returning to
Pakistanwiththeirloot.SardarQayumKhan,
who served as president of Pakistan-occupiedKashmir,isquotedbyWhiteheadassayingthatthetribesmenwere“uncontrollable
people”; “they went on looting”.

After the raid

After Hari Singh signed off on the accession, four Dakotas flew to Srinagar from
Delhi through October 27 transporting
troops. More troops followed over the next
fewdays.Theinvaderswereheldoff closeto
Srinagar, at a place called Shalteng, and
there was a battle in Budgam, close to the
airport. By November 8, the Indian Army
hadtakencontrolof Srinagar;onNovember
9,of Baramulla;andbyNovember13,of Uri.
However, with Pakistani forces formally
enteringthebattlefieldinsupportofthetribesmen, the war would continue for over a year,
until a ceasefire was declared on the night of
December 31, 1948, and the terms of the
ceasefirewereacceptedonJanuary5,1949.
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Prayuth Chan-ocha
THAILAND

ThaiPMbacks
downonprotest
ban;protesters
sayhemustgo

THAI PRIME Minister
PrayuthChan-ochabacked
downonWednesdayover
emergency measures he
imposed last week to stop
three months of protests,
but demonstrators said it
was not enough and demanded he resign within
three days. Tens of thousands of people marched
to his offices at
Government House. The
protesters have been
demonstratingformonths
against Prayuth and to demand curbs to King Maha
Vajiralongkorn’s powers.
In a televised address,
Prayuth said he was ready
to lift measures banning
political gatherings of five
ormoreandpublicationof
information deemed a securitythreat. REUTERS

PAKISTAN

5dieinpowerful
explosionin
Sindhbuilding

MEGHAN, HARRY DECRY ‘CRISIS OF HATE’ ONLINE
Britain’s Prince Harry and his wife, Meghan, spoke about their campaign against social media negativity, with Harry warning of a “global crisis of hate” that was affecting people’s mental health. “This
is a global crisis. A global crisis of hate, a global crisis of misinformation and a global health crisis,”
Harry said. Meghan said it was imperative to make online interactions healthier for everyone.

FRANCIS MAKES HISTORIC STATEMENT IN NEW DOCUMENTARY

Pope, in shift for Church, voices
support for same-sex civil unions
NICOLE WINFIELD
ROME, OCTOBER 21

POPE FRANCIS endorsed samesex civil unions for the first time
as pontiff while being interviewed for the feature-length
documentary “Francesco,”
which premiered Wednesday at
the Rome Film Festival.
The papal thumbs-up came
midway through the film that
delves into issues Francis cares
about most, including the environment, poverty, migration,
racialandincomeinequality,and
the people most affected by discrimination.
“Homosexual people have
the right to be in a family. They
are children of God,” Francis said
inoneof hissit-downinterviews
for the film. “You can’t kick
someone out of a family, nor
maketheirlifemiserableforthis.
What we have to have is a civil
union law; that way they are
legally covered.”
While serving as archbishop
of Buenos Aires, Francis endorsed civil unions for gay couples as an alternative to samesex marriages. However, he had
never come out publicly in favor
of civil unions as pope.
TheJesuitpriestwhohasbeen
attheforefrontinseekingtobuild
bridges with gays in the church,
theRev.JamesMartin,praisedthe
pope’s comments as “a major
stepforwardinthechurch’ssupport for LGBT people.”
“The Pope’s speaking posi-

Pope Francis arrives for the weekly general audience at the Vatican on Wednesday. Reuters
tively about civil unions also
sendsastrongmessagetoplaces
where the church has opposed
suchlaws,”Martinsaidinastatement.
Catholic Church teaching
holds that gays must be treated
withdignityandrespectbutthat
homosexual acts are “intrinsically disordered”.
Oneof themaincharactersin
the documentary is Juan Carlos
Cruz, the Chilean survivor of
clergy sexual abuse whom
Francis initially discredited during a 2018 visit to Chile.
Cruz, who is gay, said that
during his first meetings with
the pope in May 2018 after they
patched things up, Francis assured him that God made Cruz

Church’s position on homosexuality
HISTORICALLY,THE
CatholicChurchhas
condemnedhomosexuality,andhaseven
soughttopunishgay
people.TheChurchhasalsoactivelysoughttoopposethegay
rightsmovement.In2003,the
Vaticanstatedinadocument
thattheChurch’srespectfor
homosexuals“cannotleadin
anywaytoapprovalof homogay. Cruz tells his own story in
snippets throughout the film,
chronicling both Francis’ evolu-

A POWERFUL explosion
ripped through a fourstorey building in
Pakistan’sSindhprovince,
killing at least five people
andinjuring20others,policesaid.Atleasttwofloors
of the building near
MaskanChowrangiinthe
Gulshan-e-Iqbal area in
Karachi were severely
damaged,leadingauthorities to fear that the toll
may rise. Police chief
Mushtaq Mahar said the
bomb disposal squad and
anti-terrorismofficialsare
yettodeterminethecause
of the explosion. PTI

sexualbehaviourorto
legalrecognitionof homosexualunions”.This
documentwassigned
byCardinalJoseph
Ratzinger,whowouldlaterbecomePopeBenedictXVI,Pope
Francis’predecessor.Inthis
context,Francis’endorsement
of same-sexcivilunionsbecomesahistoricbreakfrom
theChurch’sposition.
tion on understanding sexual
abuseaswellastodocumentthe
pope’s views on gay people.

Pak unlikely to
exit FATF’s grey
list, but avoids
blacklist: report
SAJJAD HUSSAIN

ISLAMABAD, OCTOBER 21

GERMANY

Severalexhibits
damagedat
Berlinmuseums

A LARGE number of art
works and artifacts at
some of Berlin’s bestknown museums were
smeared with a liquid by
an unknown perpetrator
orperpetratorsearlierthis
month, police said
Wednesday. The “numerous”worksinseveralmuseums at the Museum
Islandcomplex,aUNESCO
world heritage site in the
heart of the German capital that is one of the city’s
main tourist attractions,
weretargetedbetween10
amand6pmonOct3,police said. Police said in a
statement that the resulting damage can’t yet be
quantified. It didn’t give
details of the liquid. AP

MEANWHILE

People wait to collect tokens needed to apply for Pakistani visas, in Jalalabad, Afghanistan,
on Wednesday. Reuters

15 killed in stampede after Afghans
crowd for visas near Pak consulate
AHMAD SULTAN

JALALABAD, OCTOBER 21
AT LEAST 15 people were killed
in stampede among thousands
of Afghans gathered near
Pakistan’s consulate on Tuesday
as jostling broke out between
people applying for visas, officials in the eastern city of
Jalalabad said.
An estimated 3,000 Afghans
had congregated on the open

ground, usually used for sports
or pubic gatherings, outside the
consulate, waiting to collect tokens needed to apply for a visa,
two provincial officials told
Reuters a day after the tragedy.
An Afghan news channel
transmittedimagesofthemholding passports aloft to secure a token.Imagestakenafterthestampedeshowedscoresof passports
strewn across the ground.
“Thevisaapplicantsjostledto
secure their token from the con-

sulateofficials...thecrowdgotout
ofcontrol,leadingtoastampede,”
said an Afghan official.
Elevenof the15victimswere
women, and several senior citizens were among more than a
dozen injured, Sohrab Qaderi, a
provincialcouncilmember,said.
Tens of thousands of Afghans
everyyeartraveltoneighbouring
Pakistan to secure medical treatment,educationandjobs.Thetwo
countries share a nearly 2,600kilometre border. REUTERS

PAKISTAN MAY remain on the
grey list of the Financial Action
Task Force (FATF) as it has been
unable to comply with six of the
27 points in the global terror financing and money laundering
watchdog’s action plan, a media
report said on Wednesday.
TheParis-basedglobalwatchdog will hold its virtual plenary
session from October 21 to 23. It
willreviewPakistan’sprogresson
the 27-point action plan.
FATF had placed Pakistan on
the grey list in June 2018 and
asked Islamabad to implement
a plan of action to curb money
laundering and terror financing
bytheendof 2019,butthedeadline was extended later on due
to the Covid-19 pandemic.
“The country will succeed in
exiting the FATF’s grey list by
June next year,” the Express
Tribune reported, quoting diplomatic sources.
The report said Pakistan is
unlikely to exit the FATF grey list,
but the country has managed to
avert being blacklisted.
It said the country had completed legal formalities and informedthewatchdogithadmanaged to comply with 21 of the
pointsintheactionplan.Pakistan
succeeded in making 20 per cent
progress in the remaining six
pointsoftheactionplan,itsaid. PTI

Director Evgeny Afineevsky
had remarkable access to cardinals, the Vatican television
archives and the pope himself.
He said he negotiated his way in
through persistence, and deliveries of Argentine mate tea and
Alfajores cookies that he got to
the pope via some well-connected Argentines in Rome.
“Listen, when you are in the
Vatican, the only way to achieve
something is to break the rule
and then to say, ‘I’m sorry,’”
Afineevsky said in an interview
ahead of the premiere.
The director worked official
and unofficial channels starting
in early 2018, and ended up so
close to Francis by the end of the
project that he showed the pope
the movie on his iPad in August.
The two recently exchanged
Yom
Kippur
greetings;
AfineevskyisaRussian-bornJew
now based in Los Angeles. On
Wednesday, Afineevsky’s 48th
birthday, the director said
Francis presented him with a
birthday cake during a private
meeting at the Vatican.
But “Francesco” is more than
a biopic about the pope.
Itismoreavisualsurveyofthe
world’scrisesandtragedies,with
audio from the pope providing
possible ways to solve them.
Afineevskytravelledtheworld
to film his pope movie: The settings include Cox’s Bazaar in
Bangladesh where Myanmar’s
Rohingya sought refuge; the USMexico border; and Francis’ native Argentina. AP

Trump for the first time explicitly called on Barr to investigate
the Bidens and even pointed to the nearing Nov 3 election as
reason that Barr should not delay taking action. AP file

Trump ups pressure
on A-G to probe
Bidens as vote nears
AAMER MADHANI
& COLLEEN LONG

WASHINGTON, OCTOBER 21
US PRESIDENT Donald Trump
on Tuesday called on Attorney
General William Barr to immediately launch an investigation
into unverified claims about
Democrat Joe Biden and his son
Hunter, effectively demanding
that the Justice Department
muddy his political opponent
and abandon its historic
resistance to getting involved
in elections.
With just two weeks to go
before Election Day, Trump for
the first time explicitly called on
Barr to investigate the Bidens
and even pointed to the nearing
Nov 3 election as reason that
Barr should not delay taking action. Trump has been levelling
accusations of corruption
against Biden without verified
evidenceformonths, butisstepping up the pressure in the final
days of the campaign.
“We’vegottogettheattorney
general to act,” Trump said in an

EDUARDO SIMÕES

SAO PAULO, OCTOBER 21
BRAZILIAN HEALTH authority
AnvisasaidonWednesdaythata
volunteer in a clinical trial of the
Covid-19 vaccine developed by
AstraZeneca and Oxford
Universityhasdied,statingithad
received data from an investigation into the matter.
The regulator said testing of
the vaccine would continue after the volunteer’s death. It provided no further details, citing
medical confidentiality of those
involved in trials.

Brazilian health
authorities said testing
of the vaccine would
continue despite the
volunteer’s death
The Federal University of Sao
Paulo, which is helping coordinate phase 3 clinical trials in
Brazil, separately said that the
volunteer was Brazilian but did
not say where the person lived.
AstraZeneca shares turned
negative and were down 1.7%.

OCTOBER 21

A NASA robot pogo-sticked off
an asteroid Tuesday and
grabbed a sample of dirt and
rocks, material that could give
scientists new insights to the
birth of the solar system.
From first impressions
recorded 200 millions away on
Earth, the OSIRIS-REX spacecraft
pulledoffitscollectionofbitsofasteroid, a carbon-rich rock known
asBennu,perfectly.Itthenbacked
awayandheadedbacktoorbit.
“Transcendental,” Dante
Lauretta, principal investigator
of the mission, said moments
later. “I mean, I can’t believe we

The OSIRIS-REx spacecraft's primary sample collection site,
named “Nightingale”, on the asteroid Bennu. An outline of
the OSIRIS-REx is placed at centre to illustrate the scale of
the site. NASA via AP

birth of our solar system,” Lori
Glaze, director of NASA’s planetarysciencedivision,saidduring
a news conference Monday.
Many asteroids — including
Bennu — cross the orbit of Earth
andcouldcollidewithourplanet
someday. A better understanding of these space rocks, which
come in many types, could aid
humanity’s ability to divert one
that might slam into Earth.
OSIRIS-REXisashorteningof
Origins, Spectral Interpretation,
ResourceIdentification,Security,
Regolith Explorer.
Lauretta came up with the
name. He said that as he jotted
downthemesofthescientificobjectives — origins, spectroscopy,
resources and security — he had

The federal government already has plans to purchase the
UK vaccine and produce it at its
biomedical research center
FioCruz in Rio de Janeiro, while
a competing vaccine from
China’s Sinovac is being tested
bySaoPaulostate’sresearchcenter Butantan Institute.
Brazil has the second deadliest outbreak of coronavirus,
with more than 154,000 killed
by Covid-19, following only the
United States. It is the third
worst outbreak in terms of
cases, with more than 5.2 million infected, after the United
States and India. REUTERS

Lagos locked down, Army under
scrutiny after protesters fired on
ANGELA UKOMADU,
ALEXIS AKWAGYIRAM
& LIBBY GEORGE
LAGOS, OCTOBER 21

POLICE ENFORCED a round-theclock curfew in Nigeria’s biggest
city on Wednesday a day after
soldiers reportedly opened fire
onciviliansprotestingagainstalleged police brutality.
Fires burned across Lagos
and residents of Ebute Mette,
Lagos Island and Okota districts
reported hearing gunfire on
Wednesday as President
Muhammadu Buhari appealed

Smoke rises from Lagos on
Wednesday. Reuters
for “understanding and calm”.
Police — some armed, many
in plain clothes — set up roadblocks in Lagos, witnesses said.
Tuesday night’s incident at a

Seeking solar system’s secrets, NASA spacecraft briefly lands on asteroid
actually pulled this off.”
It will take a few more days
before scientists can completely
declare success. At present, they
can only say that the spacecraft
executed its instructions exactly
as programmed. What is not yet
known is how much material
was actually grabbed. Scientists
arehopingforat leasta coupleof
ounces, but the sampling mechanism can hold up to 4 pounds.
If it succeeded in its goal of
sucking up some rocks and dirt
fromtheasteroid’ssurface,itcould
potentiallyunlocksecretstowhat
the solar system was like when it
firstformed4.5billionyearsago.
“The asteroids are like time
capsules, floating in space, that
can provide a fossil record of the

interview on “Fox & Friends.”
“He’s got to act, and he’s got to
act fast. He’s got to appoint
somebody. This is major corruption, and this has to be known
about before the election.”
Julian Zelizer, a presidential
historian
at
Princeton
University, suggested that
Trump’s pressure campaign on
Barr has moved into uncharted
territory for presidential politics. “The question is, Does Barr
erode the guidelines and reforms from the post-Watergate
era and move forward with
this?” Zelizer said. “We are seeing a total politicisation of the
justice system in the final
stages of an election.” AP

AstraZeneca Covid-19 vaccine
trial volunteer dies in Brazil

IT TOOK SAMPLES FROM THE ASTEROID WHICH COULD AID OUR ABILITY TO DIVERT ONE THAT MIGHT SLAM INTO EARTH

KENNETH CHANG

RACE FOR
THE WHITE
HOUSE

most of the letters of Osiris, the
Egyptiangodwhowasthelordof
theunderworldbutwhoalsorepresentedtheseedsofregeneration
tonewlife.Hethenplayedaround
withthenameuntilhegottheabbreviation he wanted.
The robotic spacecraft
launchedinSept2016andarrived
atBennuinDecember2018.Since
then,ithasbeenmakingobservations of the asteroid, even documenting that it was shooting debris from its surface into space.
Shortly before noon, mission
controllers at Lockheed Martin
SpaceinLittleton,Colorado,transmitted commands to the spacecraft that initiated its descent toward the asteroid. It moved at
about a fifth of a mile per hour,

steadily adjusting its orientation
tohelpitsafelyreachthesurface.
It touched its extended arm
against the space rock’s surface
for a few seconds before backing
away to a safe orbit.
On Wednesday, the space
agency is scheduled to hold a
news conference to discuss how
the sampling effort went and release close-up images of Bennu.
Bennu,discoveredin1999,isa
carbon-richasteroidthatisalmost
blackincolor.Itisabout1,600feet
wide.ThatcomparestotheEmpire
State Building, which is 1,454 feet
tall including the antenna at the
top. The materials are intriguing
becauseasteroidslikeBennumay
haveseededEarthwiththebuildingblocksforlife. NYT

New Delhi

toll gate in Lekki district was the
most serious yet in nearly two
weeks of nationwide protests fueledbyangeratallegedsystematic
abusesbypolice,althoughdetails
of what happened and the numberofcasualtiesremainedunclear.
TheLagosstategovernorsaid
30 people were hurt in the
shootingatthegate,a focalpoint
of the protests. One man had
died in hospital from a blow to
the head, he said, but it was not
known if he was a protester.
TheUNsecretary-generalsaid
therehadbeen“multipledeaths”
andheurgedauthoritiestode-escalate the situation. REUTERS

Shooting in
Houston club
kills 3 people
REUTERS

OCTOBER 21
A LATE night shooting at a midtown club in the Texas city of
Houston killed three men and
injuredafourthcritically,thepolicesaid,just hours after another
incidentin which a police officer
waskilledwithshotstothehead.
OnTwitter,policesaidtheinjured man was taken to hospital
after the nighttime attack, but
theydidnotimmediatelyrelease
further details or respond to requestsforcomments.Mediasaid
a person with a gun entered the
club and opened fire before 10
pm. A CBS news affiliate quoted
authoritiesassayingtheremight
have been multiple gunmen.
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GOLD

RUPEE

`51,415

OIL

`73.58

SILVER

$41.65

`64,015

Note: Gold, silver rates at Delhi spot market; gold per 10 g, silver per 1 kg; Brent crude as of 2330 IST

SENSEX: 40,707.31 ▲ 162.94 NIFTY: 11,937.65 ▲ 40.85 NIKKEI: 23,639.46 ▲ 72.42 HANG SENG: 24,754.42 ▲ 184.88 FTSE: 5,818.30 ▼ 70.92 DAX: 12,618.63▼ 118.32

SECTOR WATCH
POWER

NCLAT: Discoms
can’t cancel PPA
amid corporate
insolvency process
AASHISHARYAN

NEWDELHI,JUNE19
INArulingthatislikelytocome
as a breather for power companiesundergoingliquidation
or insolvency under the
Insolvency and Bankruptcy
Code (IBC), the National
Company Law Appellate
Tribunal(NCLAT)hassaidthat
powerdistributioncompanies,
or discoms, cannot terminate,
during the corporate insolvency resolution process
(CIRP), the power purchase
agreements (PPA) they had
signedwithpowergeneration
companies.
Upholdinganorderpassed
bytheHyderabadBenchofthe
National Company Law
Tribunal (NCLT), the NCLAT
agreed that the proposition
that a power plant and its PPA
“form one integrated economicasset”appearedtoarational one, and therefore the
valueofthisassetmustbeprotected by the moratorium
rulesunderIBC.
“This asset (PPA) needs to
be kept intact and preserved
duringtheprocessofcorporate
resolution and liquidation so
that the liabilities of creditors
andotherstakeholderscanbe
taken care of,” a two member
Bench of the NCLAT, led by
JusticeJaratKumarJain,saidin
itsjudgmentonOctober20.
The ruling by the NCLAT
came in the CIRP process of
Lanco Infratech, which is undergoingliquidation.Thecompany had, on April 29, 2010,
signed a power purchase
agreement with Gujarat Urja
VikasNigamLimited(GUVNL)
for selling power generated
from its 5 mega-watt solar
photovoltaic plant situated at
Bhadrada village of Patan districtinGujarat.
Having defaulted on paymentof Rs63croreloangiven
by Yes Bank, Lanco Infratech
was taken to insolvency but
could not find a buyer. The
company was subsequently

BRIEFLY

Govtmeetfor
compassionate
useofdrugs
NewDelhi:Thegovernment
plans to meet various pharmaceuticalassociationsand
patientgroupsonThursday
as it prepares to finalise
amendments to allow, for
compassionate use, the import or manufacturing of
limited quantities of drugs
still
under
testing.
Consultations on incorporating these provisions for
compassionate use will be
heldthroughavirtualmeeting convened by Health
Ministry joint secretary
Dr Mandeep Bhandari, accordingtoameetingnotice.

SBIoffersup
to25-bpcutin
homeloanrates
Mumbai:StateBankofIndia
(SBI), the country’s largest
lender,hasannounceda2025basispoint(bp)reduction
inhomeloanratesaspartof
the festive offer. ENS

Rajancautions
againstimport
substitution
Mumbai: Former Reserve
Bank Governor Raghuram
Rajan on Wednesday cautioned against import substitution
under
the
‘AatmanirbharBharat’initiativeofthegovernment,saying the country has gone
down this route earlier but
could not succeed. PTI

POWERPLANT,PPA
‘FORM1ASSET’
■ The NCLAT agreed
that the proposition
that a power plant
and its PPA “form
one integrated
economic asset”
appeared to a
rational one, and
therefore the value
of this asset must be
protected by the
moratorium rules
under IBC.
ordered to be liquidated.
DuringtheCIRPprocess,however, GUVNL moved to terminatethePPAithadsignedwith
LancoInfratech,aftergivingthe
duenoticeof 30days.
Yes Bank, the main financial creditor of the company,
however,objectedtoGUVNL’s
PPA termination notice, arguing that it would lead to decimation of the value of the
power plant even in liquidation. The Hyderabad Bench of
NCLT,whileagreeingwithYes
Bank’s submissions, said that
power plants, such as the one
present at Patan, and PPA
signed by discoms with these
companies,weretobeconsidered“oneintegratedeconomic
asset”. An order of moratorium, would therefore be applicable even in the cases of a
PPA,whichthereforecannotbe
terminated midway into the
corporate insolvency resolutionprocess.
Therulingislikelytocome
asabreatherforseveralpower
plants,including15coal-based
thermal power plans with total PPA tie-up worth nearly
12,000 MW, which are currently undergoing insolvency.
Ofthese15,asmanyassixhave
signed PPA with discoms for
their full capacity, while nine
haveinadequateorlesserthan
capacityPPAssigned.
Full report on
www.indianexpress.com

‘INVESTOR PARTICIPATION HIGHER THAN EVER BEFORE’

Market recovery
broad-based: Tyagi

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,OCTOBER21

TWOMONTHSafterReserveBank
of India (RBI) Governor
Shaktikanta Das said there was a
clear disconnect between the
sharp surge in the stock markets
and the state of real economy,
Securities and Exchange Board of
India (Sebi) Chairman Ajay Tyagi
on Wednesday said the recovery
in the market has been “broadbased”andtheparticipationinthe
equitymarketis“highernowthan
everbefore”.
After the declaration of pandemic in March 2020, the lower
circuit breaker was triggered on
twooccasionswithinaspanofjust
twoweeks—anoccurrencewhich
has never happened in the past.
“The Volatility Index VIX went up
to 84 in March froman average of
15 in the previous 3 months. SEBI
took some timely surveillance
measures with respect to exposuresandmarginstocurbvolatility. The markets have recovered
wellsincethen,”Tyagisaid.
DuringApril-September2020,
63lakhnewdemataccountswere
addedascomparedto27.4lakhac-

SEBI TO EXPAND INVESTOR FUND

SEBI IS planning to expand

the Investor Protection
Fund (IPF) and working on
the proposed T+1
settlement. Sebi Chairman
Ajay Tyagi (pictured) said the
IPF is woefully inadequate
now and the regulator will
work with exchanges to
increase the fund size.
counts during the corresponding
period last year, an increase by
around130 percent,hesaidatthe
CIIFinancialMarketssummit.
“It is not just the large cap but
also the mid- and small-cap indices which have recovered since
thelowshitinMarch2020.While
the large cap and mid cap indices
haveincreasedaround55percent,
thesmallcapindexhasincreased
around70percent,”Tyagisaid.
While statistically the indices
could go up because of certain
stocks that have relatively high
weights,Sebi’sanalysisshowsthe
recovery is not only in the heavyweight stocks, but is across the

COVID IMPACT

‘57% working adults in India
worried about losing jobs’

Over half of the working adults globally are concerned
about losing their jobs in the next 12 months, including
57 per cent in India, the WEF-Ipsos global survey said

SILVERLINING:
Overtwo-thirdsarehopefulthat
theiremployerswillhelpthem
retrainfornewemployment
opportunities
METHODOLOGY:
Over12,000workingadultsin
27countries
WHYISTHISIMPORTANT?
Thecoronaviruspandemichas
ledtoafallindemandacrossthe
world,thushurtingbusinesses.
This hasledtosalaryandjob
cutsacrossverticals
Germany scored thebestwith

MOST WORRIED:
Russia
Spain
Malaysia

75%
73%
71%

26percent,whileitwas30per
centinSweden,and36percent
intheNetherlandsandtheUS
Source: WEF-Ipsos global survey/PTI

Stricter ad policy for insurers
Irdaisaysadscan’tillustratefuturebenefitsonunrealisticassumptions
GEORGEMATHEW

MUMBAI,OCTOBER21
INSURANCECOMPANIES,which
rely heavily on advertisements,
willhavetochangethewaythey
advertise their products. The
Insurance Regulatory and
DevelopmentAuthorityof India
has come out with a stringent
advertisement policy for the insurance industry and widened
the ambit of “unfair or misleadingadvertisement”withseveral
dos and don’ts.
Irdaisaidallinsurerswillhave
to publish claims paid ratios, as
per the instructions issued from

time to time. The regulator said
theadvertisementcan’tillustrate
future benefits on assumptions
which are not realistic or realisable in the light of the insurer’s
current performance or deviates
from the regulatory provisions.
This is applicable in the case of
benefitswhicharenotguaranteed
and the advertisement does not
explicitlysaysoasprominentlyas
the benefits are stated or says so
in a manner or form that it could
remainunnoticed,itsaid.
“Thenewpolicywillmeanadditional cost for insurers.
Customers may benefit from the
newpolicy,”saidasource.
Theregulator hasaskedthein-

surers to issue a statutory warning,saying,“Nopersonshallallow
or offer to allow, either directly or
indirectly,asaninducementtoany
person to take out or renew or
continue an insurance in respect
of anykindof riskrelatingtolives
orpropertyinIndia,anyrebateof
thewholeorpartof thecommission payable or any rebate of the
premiumshownonthepolicy,nor
shall any person taking out or renewingorcontinuingapolicyacceptanyrebate,exceptsuchrebate
as may be allowed in accordance
withthepublishedprospectusor
tablesof theinsurer.”
Full report on
www.indianexpress.com

boardintheindex,hesaid.
The market recovery happened even as GDP contracted
23.9 per cent in the June quarter.
The Sensex, which hit a low of
25,638.90 earlier this year, closed
at 40,707.31, a rise of over 15,000
points,onWednesday.
The domestic equity market
received around $11 billion of net
FPI investments to date in this financialyear.“Whilemostemerging markets including Brazil,
Taiwan, South Korea, Thailand,
SouthAfricaandMalaysiasawFPI
outflowsincalendaryear2020so
far,IndiahaswitnessednetFPIinflowsinthesameperiod,”hesaid.

India-Germany
flights under air
bubble resume
ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER21

FOLLOWING A fallout with
Germany over the number of
flights being operated between
India and the European country
thatledtotheair-bubblebetween
the two jurisdictions being suspended, flight services have
recommencedunderthebilateral
arrangement with German flagcarrierLufthansaandAirIndiaoperating 10 and seven flights per
week,respectively.
The German carrier had on
September29announcedsuspension of all its “planned flights” between India and Germany till
October20,citing“unexpectedrejection”ofitsflightschedulebythe
Indianauthorities.
“Flights between India &
Germany recommence under air
bubble arrangement. Lufthansa
will operate from Delhi (4 days),
Mumbai (3 days) & Bengaluru (3
days). @airindiain will operate 5
weeklyflightsfromDelhi&2every
week from Bengaluru to
Frankfurt,”CivilAviationMinister
HardeepSinghPurisaidinatweet.
Thesuspensionoftheair-bubble arrangement between India

NEW DELHI, OCTOBER 21

DO-IT-YOURSELF ONLINE marketplace
startup Dukaan has raised $6 million in
seed funding from investors Matrix
Partners and Lightspeed India Partners,
in addition to as many as 13 angel investors. The funding comes at a time
when is entangled in a legal battle with
another startup over alleged intellectual
property theft. As a result of the case,
which is pending in the Karnataka High
Court, Dukaan is unable to onboard new
customers and operate on Play Store.
The app, which is run by Mumbaibased Growthpond Technology Pvt Ltd,
enables shopkeepers or kirana store
owners to set up and run their own online store.
“AtypicalDukaandarnowinstallsthe
Dukaan app, starts uploading inventory
(as products), gets a unique store link,
shares this link with his/her customers

‘India at
doorstep
of revival
process’

Govt expands
foreign flight ops
to Bangladesh
Mumbai: The government
onWednesdayexpandedinternationalflightoperations
underthebilateralairbubble
arrangementtoBangladesh.
The pact allows airlines of
each country to operate 28
flights per week. PTI

RBI Governor
Shaktikanta Das. File

and Germany earlier this month
was followed by at least two
roundsofdiscussionsbetweenthe
Ministry of Civil Aviation and the
GermanMinistryofTransportand
DigitalInfrastructure.
Atthetimeofannouncingcancellation of its air services from
September 30, Lufthansa said it
had applied for continuation of
specialflightsitwasallowedtooperate until the end of September.
TheDGCA,however,hadsaid:“As
against Indian carriers operating
3-4 flights a week, Lufthansa operated20flightsaweek.Inspiteof
thisdisparityweofferedtoclear7
flightsaweekforLufthansawhich
wasnotacceptedbythem”.

New Delhi: Reserve Bank
Governor Shaktikanta Das on
Wednesdaysaidthecountryisat
thedoorstepof economicrevival
on the back of accommodative
monetary and fiscal policies being pursued by the central bank
and the government.
Daswasspeakingatlaunchof
thebookPortraitsofPower:Halfa
CenturyofBeingatRingside,writtenbyformerbureaucratandcurrent chairman of the Finance
Commission N K Singh.
“We are almost at the
doorstep of revival process and
it’sveryimportantthatthefinancial entities have adequate capital (to support growth),” he said.
Many of them have already
raisedcapitalandothersareplanning, he said. PTI

Working on next LIC launches
stimulus: DEA Secy pension scheme
ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEW DELHI, OCTOBER 21

THE GOVERNMENT is working
on the next stimulus package to
provide a push to the economy
that is needed now, Department
of Economic Affairs Secretary
Tarun Bajaj said Wednesday. The
government is also considering
an extension of the Productionlinked incentive (PLI) scheme to
7-8 more sectors to promote domestic manufacturing, while a
newpublicsectorenterprisespolicy will be put up before the
Cabinet soon.
In order to attract capital into
Indian financial markets, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi would
meet 15 leading investment
houses from across the world
soon to listen to their views,
Bajaj said. The finance ministry

and the Reserve Bank of India
are also in advanced discussions
to get an entry into global bond
indices — a move that would
provide further depth and liquidity to the government securities market. These steps are being taken to support economic
activity, he said.
“Iwouldonlyreiterate(onthe
industry suggestion) for an increaseinthegovernmentexpenditure. The Finance Minister
(Nirmala Sitharaman has recently) mentioned that, she has
toldustoworkonthat(stimulus)
and we are actually working on
that. Based on various suggestions we have received from all
of you, we will be working on
that and trying to do something
as well so that the push to the
economy, which is very much
neededinthesestressfultimes,
is provided,” he said.

TAMIL NADU TRANSMISSION CORPORATION LTD.
NOTICE INVITING TENDERS (E-TENDERING PROCESS)

Sl. No Tender Inviting Authority
1 SE/Transmission-II

Specification No.

T-2172

Total
1

For details of works/Procurement/Due date of submission/opening, viewing
and downloading of e-tenders, please visit websites: www.tantransco.gov.in,
www.tenders.tn.gov.in , https://tntenders.gov.in/nicgep/app

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI, OCTOBER 21

LIFE INSURANCE Corporation of
India (LIC) has come out with
New Jeevan Shanti plan, a nonlinked,non-participating,individual,singlepremium,deferredannuity plan. The annuity rates are
guaranteedattheinceptionofthe
policy and annuities are payable
post deferment period throughoutthelifetimeofannuitant.This
plan can be purchased offline as
well as online from October 21,
LIC said.
LIC said the minimum purchase price is Rs 1.50 lakh (subject to minimum annuity criterion). The modes of annuity

The modes of annuity
available are yearly,
half-yearly, quarterly
and monthly
available are yearly, half-yearly,
quarterlyandmonthly.Theminimum annuity is Rs 12,000 per
annum.Anincentiveforpurchase
price of Rs 5 lakh and above is
availablebywayofincreaseinthe
annuityrate.Theplanisavailable
foragesfrom30yrsto79years,it
said in a statement.
Customers can expect a return of 5.5 per cent, according to
experts.Twoannuityoptionsare
availableundertheplan,LICsaid.

OFFICE OF CHIEF ENGINEER/METERING

Regd. Office: PSEB H.O., The Mall, Patiala - 147001
C-3, SHAKTI VIHAR, PSPCL, PATIALA, PUNJAB-147001
Tel. No. 0175-2218871, Fax: 0175-2200284, E-mail: semeteringpatiala@gmail.com
CIN: U40109PB2010SGC033813. Registration Number: 33813
website: www.pspcl.in, E-tendering Page: https://eproc.punjab.gov.in

NOTICE INVITING TENDER

Tender Specification No.

MQP-158/2020-21/PR

Short Description

Procurement of Portable Secondary
Injection Type CT & PT Test Equipments
for Testing of LT/ HT/ EHT Current
Transformers & Potential Transformer.

Start Date of Downloading of
Tender Documents/Bid Submission

22.10.2020 at 11.00 Hrs.

Pre-bid Meeting Date

29.10.2020 at 11.00 Hrs. at Patiala

Last Date of Bid Submission

25.11.2020 at 11.30 Hrs.

Bid Opening (Part-I & II)

02.12.2020 at 11.30 Hrs.

DIPR/3938/Tender/2020

Detailed NIT and set of specification/tender documents can only be downloaded from website https://eproc.punjab.gov.in. Tender ID is
2020_POWER_54932_1.
NOTE: Corrigendum, if any after the publication of this tender enquiry shall only
be uploaded on site and will not be published in newspapers.
C-330/2020
93057/Pb

Dukaan raises $6 mn from
Matrix, Lightspeed, others
ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU

International market data till 1900 IST

The Dukaan app enables
shopkeepers or kirana store
owners to set up and run
their own online store
onWhatsAppandstartsacceptingonline
orders,” Dukaan co-founder Subhash
Choudhary said.
In the first two months of its operations, the platform was able to record
600,000 orders generating more than Rs
100 crore in sales for its sellers.
Choudhary said that the company was
aiming to onboard 70 million merchants
on the platform.
In addition to the two marquee venture capital funds, the angel investors includingNetwork18foundingCEOHaresh
Chawla, Product Hunt Founder Ryan
Hoover, Citrus Pay founder Jitendra
Gupta, Razorpay founder Shashank
Kumar and Cred founder Kunal Shah.

New Delhi

Sd/SE/HMC,
PSPCL, Patiala.

18 CLASSIFIEDS & TENDERS
Classifieds
PERSONAL
I Arshi Riaz D/o Haroon
Rasheed W/o Riazuddin R/o
7524, Gali Qabron Wali, Quresh
Nagar, Sadar Bazar, Delhi110006 declares that name of
mine and my husband has
been wrongly written as Arshi
Riyaz and Riyazuddin in my
Passport No.G1594750.The
actual name of mine and my
husband are Arshi Riaz and
Riazuddin, which may be
amended accordingly.
0040552149-2
I, Bhoop Singh R/o H.No. Upper
Ground Floor-I Plot No.5,
Ganpati apartment, Shakti
Enclave Burari, Delhi110084have changed the my
name Bhoop Singh Rishwa to
Bhoop Singh.
0040552125-1
I Karamjeet Kaur Gill W/O
Prithvi Pal Singh R/O R-21,
Model Town-III, Delhi-110009
changed my nameto
Karamjeet Kaur. 0040552107-1
I Ombir Rana S/o Sh. Dayanand
Rana R/o Village Nizampur
Kundal, Nizampur Khurd (238),
Sonipat, Haryana-131402 have
changed my name to Ombir
Singh for all purposes.
0040552149-1
I, RANJNA RANI W/O-MANJEET
SINGH R/O-B-72 MOTHER
DAIRY PANDAV NAGAR DELHI110092 CHANGED MY NAME TO
RANJANA JASSAL FOR ALL
FUTURE PURPOSES.
0070717768-1
I, Ajay Prakash Goyal S/o Gyan
Prakash Goyal R/o-A-182, F-1,
Shalimar GardenExt2,Sahibabad,Ghaziabad have
changed my name to Ajay
Prakash Goel.
0040552165-8
I, Aniruddha Singh Dev S/O
Vikrant Thakur R/o C-2/306,
Janak Puri, New Delhi-58 have
changed my name to Anirudha
Singh Dev.
0070717743-1
I, Anita Goyal W/o Ajay Prakash
Goel R/o-A-182, F-1, Shalimar
GardenExt-2, Sahibabad,
Ghaziabad have changed my
name to Anita Goel.
0040552165-10
It is for general information
that I,Arender Singh, S/o Anek
Pal Singh, R/o C-30, Guru-RamDas-Nagar, Laxmi-Nagar,
Delhi-110092, inform that
name of mine has been
wrongly-written as Arendra
Singh in School-Record of my
minor son Ekansh(Aged15Years)School-Record. The
actual-name of mine is
Arender Singh which may be
amended accordingly.
0040552111-7
It is for general information
that I, Archana Adak, W/oBrindaban Adak, R/o-4594,
St.No.4, Ajit Nagar, GandhiNagar, Delhi-110031,inform
that name of mine and my
husband has been wronglywritten as Archana and
Brindaban in my minor son
Pitam Adak(Aged14Years)Birth-Certificate.The
actual-name of mine and my
husband are Archana Adak
and Brindaban Adak which
may be amended accordingly.

I,CHANDALURI BALA
KRISHNA,S/O CH. CHANDRA
SEKHARA RAO,R/O-362, TYPE2,SECTOR-8,R.K.PURAM,NEW
DELHI-110022,changed the
name of my daughter,from
CHANDALURI GIRISHA NAGA
SAI SRI born on-14.07.2006 to
GIRISHA CHANDALURI.
0040552165-3
I,ANIL VERMA,S/O OM
PRAKASH VERMA,R/o-18,
NEAR SHIV-MANDIR, KALLAR
HERI, SAHARANPUR, U.P247341,changed my name to
ANIL KUMAR VERMA.
0040552165-9
I, hitherto known as Priyanka,
D/o Shri.Ramesh Chand
Spouse of Shri.Vipin Chand,
Residing at, 1449/1-D-3,
Gali.No-10, Shiv-Marg,
Durgapuri, Shahdara, Delhi110093, have changed my
name and shall hereafter be
known as Priyanka Chand.
0040552116-6
I, Susanta Bhal S/o Shri
Nathuram Bhal R/o B-12/166A,
Udaigiri Apartment-1, Sector34, Noida, have changed my
name to Susanta Kumar Bhal
for all future purposes.
0040552102-1
I, Sunita Kaul,W/o Amit Kaul
R/o-2414, 24th-Floor, ST1Studio Paras Tierea, Sector137, Expressway Noida,
G.B.Nagar, have changed
name to Sunita Shukla.
0040552116-3
I, Sahib Ali S/o Jakir Ali R/o V/P Bagrain Teh- Bisauli, DistBudapur U.P. Pin-202525 have
changed my name to Suhan
for all future purposes.
0040552109-1
I, SUBASH YADAV,S/O Virender
Singh Yadav, R/O A44 Laxmi
Vihar, Uttam Nagar New Delhi110059 have changed my name
to SUBHASH CHANDRA
0070717760-1
I, SHUBHRANI CHANDRA S/O
SURESH CHANDRA R/O B-12,
VISHAL ENCLAVE, DELHI110027. HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO SHUBHRANT
CHANDRA.
0040552111-2
I, SARABPREET, S/O SUKHDEV
SINGH, R/O-WZ-117, PLOT NO141, VISHNU-GARDEN, TILAKNAGAR, NEW-DELHI-110018,
HAVE CHANGE MY NAME TO
SARAB PREET SINGH.
0040552111-3
I, Rinki W/o Rohit Pahwa R/o L387, 2nd Floor, Rishi Nagar,
Shakur Basti, Rani Bagh, Delhi110034, have changed my
name to Ravinder Pahwa
0070717761-1
I, Renu W/o Sandeepan Khosla,
R/o-RZ-A-9, Gali.No.5, Raghu
Nagar, New Delhi-110045, have
changed my name to Lovely
Khosla permanently.
0040552116-4
I, Ravinder Singh Chawla,S/o
Surjan Singh R/o 8/46-A, 2ndFloor, West-Punjabi
Bagh,N.Delhi-26 have changed
my name to Ravinder Singh.
0040552165-5

I,Smt Retnamma,W/o
Lt.Kunjayyappa Kurup, R/o-N3,Eros Sampoornam,Sector2,Greater-Noida West
Bishrakh,Gautm Buddh
Nagar,UP-201318,have
changed my name to Smt.
Retnamma Kurup for,all
purposes.
0040552116-1

I, Varsha kumari w/o-Arun
Raghav H.no-290, village
bhondsi Gurgaon-122102 have
changed my name to Varsha
Raghav.
0040552116-2

0040552165-1
I,Rajesh Kumar Sharma,S/o-Brij
Kishore Sharma,R/o-FlatNo.88,Vidhyachal
Apartment,InderEnclave,Paschim
Vihar,N.Delhi-87,have
changed my name to Ravindar
Kishore Sharma.I, Anita Goyal
W/o Ajay Prakash Goel R/o-A182, F-1, Shalimar GardenExt-2,
Sahibabad, Ghaziabad have
changed my name to Anita
Goel.
0040552165-7
I,Shikha Devi and Sovita Bansal
are both my names.In future,I
should be known,as Sowita
Bansal W/o.Nayak Late. Neeraj
Kumar,ArmyNo.30001332Y,R/o-Kamrala
Chakrasenpur,Dadri,DistrictGautambudh,Nagar,U.P.
0040552148-1
I,Mohd.Shahid, S/o
MD.Bahadur R/o-E-212, Pkt-4,
JJ Colony Bindapur NewDelhi,inform that my name is
wrongly-Written in my
daughter school-Record.
Shahid Khan instead of Mohd
Shahid. the correct name is
mohd Shahid.
0040552115-1
I,Manpreet Singh,S/O Jasvinder
Singh R/O-203-D LAL
QTRS.Punjabi Bagh Delhi110026,have changed my
name Manpreet Singh Gill
permanently.
0040552165-4
I,GUROO NARAYAN MANI
TRIPATHI,S/O LATE.BRINDA
MANI TRIPATHI,R/O-SMQ
NO.372/C-1,CAMEROCOMPLEX SUBROTOPARK,NEW DELHI-110010,HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME,FROM
GUROO NARAYAN MANI
TRIPATHI TO GURU NARAYAN
MANI TRIPATHI VIDEAFFIDAVIT,DATED21/10/2020,BEFORE NCTDELHI.
0040552157-2

Government of India

PUBLIC NOTICE

Department of Atomic Energy

Bhabha Atomic Research Centre
Technical Services Division
North Site, Trombay, Mumbai-85

NoTICE INvITING e-TENDERS

The Chief Engineer, Technical Services Division, Bhabha Atomic
Research Centre, North Site, BARC, Trombay, Mumbai - 400 085, on
behalf of the President of India invites online item rate tenders on two
bid system for following work :NIT No. BARC/TSD/175/2020-21, Name of work – Supply, installation,
testing and commissioning of 50 MVA, 110/22/11KV Oil Filled Transformer
and associated works at BARC, Trombay, Mumbai 400 085. ; Estimated
cost - `10,60,00,000/- ; Earnest Money - `20,60,000/-; Period of
completion – 24 months; Last date and time of submission of bid –
13.12.2020 (15:00 Hrs.).
The bid forms and other details can be obtained from the Website
www.tenderwizard.com/DAE or www.barc.gov.in
Changes if any, in the above scheduled date etc. will be notified only
in the website www.tenderwizard.com/DAE.

0040552111-5

0040552111-6

I,Rugbir Singh Sandhu,S/oSukhchan Singh R/o-Staff
Qtr.C-19,Gurdwara MataSundri,Minto-Road, Delhi110002.have changed my
name to Ragbir Singh

I, Kamal Kumar Saxena, S/o
Late Sh.P.S.Saxena R/o S-223A,
Pandav Nagar Delhi-110092,
have changed my name to
Kamal Saxena, for all, future
purposes & records.

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
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I, RAVINDER JAMWAL S/O
GAJINDER SINGH JAMWAL
ADD-F-201, DWARKADHAM,
APARTMENT PLOT NO.13 SEC23, DWARKA,DELHI-110075,
changed my name to
RAVINDER SINGH JAMWAL
permanently.
0040552107-3
I, Prithvi Pal Singh Gill S/O Teja
Singh R/O R-21, Model TownIII, Delhi-110009 changed my
nameto Prithvi Pal Singh.
0040552107-2
I, Parveen Kumar S/o Parma
Nand, R/o House No-509, Nai
Basti, Kishan Ganj, Delhi110007, declare that name of
mine and my minor daughter
has been wrongly written as
Parveen Bhagwat and Khanak
Bhagwat in my minor
daughter Gargi Bhagwat aged
13 years in her Birth Record
and my name wrongly written
as Praveen Bhagwat in her
School Record. The actual
name of mine and my
daughter are Parveen Kumar
and Gargi Bhagwat
respectively.
0070717752-1
I, Naveen S/o Satbir Singh R/o
VPO Neemri Wali, Anganwaari,
Bhiwani, Haryana-127021,
have changed my name to
Armaan Singh and I have
changed only my name not my
Religion.
0070717764-1
I, NIHAL SINGH S/O BADRI
SINGH R/O K-3/85-D, MOHAN
GARDEN,UTTAM NAGAR,
DELHI-110059. CHANGED MY
NAME TO NAHAR SINGH.
0040552111-1
I, NADEEM S/O-SH.MUKHTAR
AHMAD, H.NO-J-5B, J-EXTN,
PART-2, GALI.NO-12, LAXMINAGAR, DELHI-110092, HAVE
changed my minor daughter
name, from MARIYAM FATIMA
to ARAISH.
0040552116-5
I, Manjeet S/o Rajender
R/o.H.No.600-A, Near PostOffice, Devli, New Delhi110080.have changed my
name to Manjeet Bhure
permanently.

I, Jasmeen Kaur D/o Amrik
Singh Malhota R/o-69, Sri
Nagar Colony, Delhi-110052
changed my name to Jasmeen
Kaur Malhotra. 0040552111-4
I, Hitherto known as Sushil
Kumar Sharma alias Sushil
Kumar, S/o R.S.Sharma, R/oX/1719, Gali No.17, RajgarhColony, Gandhi-Nagar, Delhi110031, have changed my
name shall hereafter be
known as Sushil Kumar.
0040552111-8

Contact for assistance / clarifications 24x7 @ 9969395522 Shri Rudresh,
e-mail: rudresh.tenderwizard@gmail.com
Chief Engineer

I, Hitherto known as Gursharan
Kaur, Wife of Shri.Mohinder
Singh, Residing at, B1,139,
Banga Road, Nawanshahr
Shaheed Bhagat Singh Nagar,
Punjab-144514, India, have
changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as
Gurcharan Kaur.

PUBLIC NOTICE

It is for general information that I,
MANISH KUMAR S/O LATE RAM
KUMAR MISHRA, resident of L921-922, L-Block, Mangolpuri,
Delhi-110083, India, declare that
name of my father has been written
as RAM KUMAR MISHRA in my
Aadhar Card & Pan Card and RAM
KUMAR in my Service Record. The
actual name of my father is RAM
KUMAR MISHRA, respectively
which
may
be
amended
accordingly. It is certified that I have
complied
with
other
legal
requirement in this connection.
MANISH KUMAR
(Signature)

0040552111-9
I, Farheen Ansari,W/o-Farheen
Hassan R/o-G-52/2, MuradiRoad,Batla-House,JamiaNagar,New-Delhi-110025.have
changed my name to Farheen
Hassan.
0040552165-2
I, Debabrata Chaudhuri R/o K2015, Stilt Floor, Chittaranjan
Park, New Delhi-110019), have
changed the name of my
minor son born on
(08/11/2006) from Udayan
Chaudhuri to Udayan
Bhattacharjee Chaudhuri for
all future purposes vide
affidavit dated (12/10/2020) at
(New Delhi).
0040552161-1
I Bhudeb Bhattacharjee F/O
Dishita Bhattacharjee born on
06 March 2005 R/O D-1 3rd
Floor Hill View Apartment Plot
No 608 Dera New Delhi 110074
have changed her name from
Dishita Bhattacharjee to
Felisha Bhattacharjee Vide
affidavit INDL94822083319123S dated 19
Oct 2020 Delhi.
0050170516-1
I, Sunita W/o Shri. Chetan
Mahor R/o-D-2/4, Budh-Vihar,
Phase-I,New Delhi-110086, have
changed my name to Suman,
after-marriage w.e.f.19.02.2006
for all future.
0040552044-7

LOST & FOUND
Lost my original
certificate/Marksheet of class
10th Roll.No. 8707210, Year2015 and 12th Roll. No.9697716,
Year-2017 from CBSE,
Aadhar.No.697267479206 and
SBI Passbook.Finder
contact:Bipasha D/o Sh.Arvind
Kumar R/o D-221, J.J.Colony,
Camp.No.2, Nangloi, Delhi110041.
0040552116-10
Lost Original-Sale Deed of
Property Khasra.No.109 Min,
Khewat.No.1,
Khata.No.861/910, VillageChandrawal Alias
Shahdara,Delhi-110032
executed on-24/05/1965.
Founder may inform Mukesh B
Panchal,S/o Late Balbir
Dayal,R/o-1/2766,MainMandoli Road,Ram-Nagar,
Shahdara,Delhi-110032
Mob#9910896708.
0040552157-3
It is notified for the information
that my 10th class Original
Qualifying Examination
certificates of Main Senior
Secondary Examination of the
year 2017 and Roll No.8233173
Passing Marksheet &
Certificate issued by CBSE
have been lost. Name of the
candidate Anjali D/o Suresh
Vidhate R/o 236/4, Himachal
Niwas, Faizabad Cantt, UP224001, Ph.: 8447889569
0040552096-1
It is informed that original
Lease Deed, Allotment Letter
and Possession Letter
belonging to Property No. 8/88,
Sector-3, Rajinder Nagar,
Ghaziabad-201005, Uttar
Pradesh have been lost. Finder
may return to Rashmi Gupta
W/o Sh. Narender Mohan
Gupta, A-115, Lok Vihar,
Pitampura, Delhi-110034.
0040552164-1
I, Santosh D/o Sh. Shiv Kumar ,
R/o 118 A Gali No-13 Balbir
Nagar Ext. Shahdara Delhi-32,
Have Lost my Original Property
Document of Plot no A-47
Khasra no-42 Panchsheel
Enclave, Village
Brahmpur(Bhopura) Loni,
Ghaziabad, U.P. (Area:83.61SQR MTR).Founder may
Cont:- 9891401700.
0040552122-1
I Jasbir Kaur Sethi, R/O 24/64
West Punjabi bagh, New Delhi26 have lost my Original
Allotment letter of Plot no.90,
Block B Greenwood City
(Unitech Ltd) Village Kanhai &
Jharsa Tehsil Distt. Gurgaon
and FIR have been lodged vide
LR no.672721/2020 dt.20-1020.Return if found Mobile
9999690770.
0040552118-1

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER
TRANSMISSION LINE MAINTENANCE DIVISION-IV,
PAMPORE KASHMIR-192121

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is hereby informed to the public at large
that my client Smt. Rajni w/o late Sh.
Jagdish Lal r/o A-79, Jain Park, Gali No. 6,
Matiala Road, New Delhi-110059, have
disinherited, disowned and debarred her
son namely Mr. Manish Kumar aged 30
years and his wife Ms. Sangeeta, who are
residing separately, from all her movable
and immovable properties and have
severed all social ties with them. They do
not have any kind of right, title or interest in
any of my properties.
Sd/Rajesh Kumar Sharma
(Advocate)
CHAMBER No. 435,
Civil Wing, Tis Hazari Courts,
Delhi-110054

PUBLIC NOTICE

This is to inform general that Mr. Sunil
Sharma was the owner of Ground Floor,
LHS, without roof rights, “said floor”, built
on Property bearing No. 90/88, area
measuring 171 Sq. Yds., out of total land
area measuring 342 Sq. Yds., situated at
Malviya Nagar, New Delhi vide Deed of
Partition dated 21.04.2014 and the same
was duly registered with the SubRegistrar-V A, Delhi, as Document No.
3165, in Addl. Book No. 1, Volume No.
681, Page No. 123 to 137, on 29.05.2014.
Now, Mr. Sunil Sharma sold the above
said Ground Floor (LHS) of the said
Property. Now
the said property
mortgage with Shri Ram Housing Finance
Ltd. & in case anyone has any objection,
the same may be raised within 15 days of
this publication to Mr. Sachin Kaushik
(Advocate) at M-52A, Basement, Malviya
Nagar, New Delhi-110017, or contact at
9858150000 / 9911363700 (M).
Sd/- SACHIN KAUSHIK
(Advocate)
Office at M-52-A, Basement,
Malviya Nagar, New Delhi-110017

PUBLIC NOTICE

BE IT KNOWN TO PUBLIC AT LARGE
THAT MY CLIENT NAMELY RAJ KUMAR
S/O SOHAN LAL, R/O WZ-423, RAJ
NAGAR-I, PALAM COLONY, NEW DELHI110045, DO HEREBY DECLARE THAT MY
CLIENT HAS NEVER ANY EXECUTE ANY
GENERAL POWER OF ATTORNEY, WILL,
AGREEMENT TO SELL, RECEIPT OF ANY
KIND, AFFIDAVIT, POSSESSION LETTER
AND WILL TO ANYBODY WHATSOEVER
BEARING PROPERTY NO. B-562/1, AREA
MEASURING 12.5 SQ. YARDS WITH
ROOF RIGHTS SITUATED AT PANDAV
NAGAR, JJ COLONY, DELHI. ANYBODY
WHO HAS MADE THESE DOCUMENTS
QUA THE SAID PROPERTY, ARE
FORGED, FABRICATED, MANIPULATED
AND DID NOT BEAR MY TESTIMONY.
ANY
BODY DEAL QUA THE SAID
PROPERTY
SHALL
BE
HELD
RESPONSIBLE AT HIS/THEIR OWN
COSTS AND RISKS.
Sd/- Ashwani Kumar (Advocate)
H-111, First Floor, Shivaji Park, West
Punjab Bagh, New Delhi- 110026

COURT NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

It is to inform the GENERAL PUBLIC on
behalf of my client Smt. PHOOLWATI
W/O late Sh. BABU LAL R/o H.No. NO.
5-B/2 KAILASH VIHAR, KIRARI,
SULEMAN NAGAR, DELHI-110086
sever all relations and now debarred her
daughter DARSHNA W/O SH. ARUN
KUMAR as far as from all her inherited
and occupied movable and immovable
properties due to improper dealings,
misbehave, disobedience. If any person
deal with her and her husband, he/she
shall do so at own risk and cost. My client
will not be responsible for their any act/
deed in future.
Sd/- SANJAY MANDAWAT
Advocate
En. No. D/3832/2015
Ch. No. 419-A, Lawyer’s Chamber
Block, Rohini Courts Complex,
Delhi-110085

''IMPORTANT''
Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, it is not possible to verify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot be
held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurred as a result of
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies or
entering into any agreements
with advertisers or otherwise
acting on an advertisement in
any manner whatsoever.

IN THE HIGH COURT OF DELHI
AT NEW DELHI
(ORDINARY ORIGINAL CIVIL
JURISDICTION)
CS(COMM) 557/2019
Hindalco Industries Ltd. Plaintiff/s..
Vs.
Sharad Kumar Jindal & Anr
Defendant/s..
To
DEFENDANT NO. 2
Mr. Parveen Mittal, Proprietor, M/s
Hare Krishna Foils, Plot No. 624,
M.I.E., Part- A, Near City Hospital,
District
Jhajjar,
Bahadurgarh124507,
Haryana,
Email:
info@krishnafoilds.com
WHEREAS the plaintiff above
mentioned has instituted a SUIT
FOR PERMANENT INJUNCTION
RESTRAINING INFRINGEMENT
OF TRADE MARK, COPYRIGHT,
PASSING
OFF,
UNFAIR
COMPETITION,
DAMAGES,
DELIVERY UP ETC. against you,
the above named defendant and
whereas the Hon’ble Court issued
summons in Suit and injunction in
I.A. No. 13739/2019 on 30.09.2020
and whereas it has been shown to
the satisfaction of this Court that it is
not possible to serve you in the
ordinary way therefore, this notice is
given by publication directing you,
the above named defendant to make
appearance before the Joint
Registrar (Judicial) of this Court
on 23.11.2020 at 11:00 AM.
Take notice that in default of your
appearance on the day before
mentioned, the suit & IAs will be heard
and determined in your absence.
Given under my hand and the seal of
this court on this the 01st day of
October, 2020.
Sd/- Assistant Registrar (O)
seal for REGISTRAR GENERAL

CSIR- NATIONAL PHYSICAL
LABORATORY

Dr. K.S. Krishnan Marg, Pusa
New Delhi-110012
Press brief (04/0171/2019-W&S)

Item rate tenders in two cover (stage) system, are hereby invited, online through
e-tendering portal https://etenders.gov.in for the below mentioned work.
Name of work
Replacement
of
existing
precision AC plant in HRXRD &
SIMS labs at Nano building at
NPL campus.

CANCELLATION NOTICE
Due to technical reason, the below mentioned e-Nit is hereby cancelled.
Sr. No. NIT No.
Name of Work
1.
NIT No: TLMD-IV/
Design, engineering, manufacture,
e-NIT/07 of 2020-21 assembly of 3Phase, 132, 33KV50 MVA,
Power Transformer complete with all fittings and accessories required for efficient and trouble free operations of the
transformer, testing at manufacturer’s
works and customer’s premises, supply,
loading at factory, delivery at site, unloading, handling, dragging at site on the
plinth of transformer, erection and commissioning as per terms, conditions,
technical specifications and schedules
thereto of this tender document. Refer
BOQ for full details, other items. for Gird
station Chadoora.

Rs 20.145

Rs. 40,500/Rs. 500/-

3 Months

Sr. S.E. & Head, W&S

Sd/Executive Engineer,
TLMD-IV, Pampore.

No: TLMD-IV/1483-86
Date: 21-10-2020
DIPK-NB-3201

GUJARAT STATE BOARD OF
SCHOOL TEXTBOOKS
''VIDHYAYAN'' SECTOR-10/A, GANDHINAGAR – 382010

E-TENDER NOTICE No.
03/PULPING/2020-21/Short Tender
Online E-Tender of Pulping of Text Books for the year 2020-21.
● The details and terms & conditions are given in the tender.
● Director reserves the right to reject the online tenders without
mentioning any reason.
● More details regarding the tender are available on the web site
www.nprocure.com. The tender downloading and submitting
facility are available on www.nprocure.com only.
● Kindly contact in person this office for further details regarding
the tender during office hours.
NO.
1

PARTICULARS

DATE

Bid Documents Download Start
Date & Time
Pre-Bid Meeting

26-10-2020 12-30 Hrs.

3

Bid Documents Download End Date

03-11-2020 16-00 Hrs.

4

Last Date and Time receipt of Bids
Submission of EMD, Tender Fees &
other Documents

03-11-2020 17-00 Hrs.

5

Technical Bid Opening Date

04-11-2020 12-30 Hrs.

6

Commercial Bid Opening date will be Notified to participant
bidders Separately.

2

22-10-2020 12-00 Hrs.

Director

Estimated
EMD/Tender Fee
Time of
Cost (In lacs)
as per NIT
Completion

Date of submission/opening of tenders: 28.10.2020/29.10.2020, 2:00PM/ 2:30 PM.
For details please log on website https://etenders.gov.in & www.nplindia.org.
Corrigendum addendum if any will be on website only.

davp 36209/11/0007/2021

Fax: 01933222600, E-mail: xentlmd4@gmail.com.

PRESS NOTICE INVITING
e-TENDER NO: e-PT-20/ EE/RDAD/2020-21
Dt. 16/10/2020

(PH & FAX-(0381)-2325988, email id: eerd.agartala-tr@gov.in)
On behalf of the Governor of Tripura' the Executive
Engineer, R D Agartala Division, R D Department, Agartala,
West Tripura invites percentage rate e-tender in PWD
Form No. 7 in two bid system from the Central & State
public sector Undertaking/Enterprise and eligible
Contractors/Firms/Agencies of appropriate class registered
with PWD/TTAADC/MES/CPWD/Railway/ Other State
PWD up to 3.00 P.M. of 05/11/2020 for the following work:
1. “Construction of Multi-storied Market Stall at Mohanpur
Market area under Mohanpur R D Block during financial
year 2020-21 [Ground floor with 3 (three) storey
foundation)". Estimated Contract Value: 2,42,73,412.00
(Rupees Two crore forty two lakh seventy three thousand
four hundred & twelve) only Earnest Money Rs.
2,42,734.00 (Rupees Two Lacs Forty Two Thousand
Seven Hundred & Thirty Four) only, Tender fee: 5000.00
(Rupees Five Thousand) only. Time of Completion-18
(Eighteen) months, Last Date of online bidding: 05/11/2020
up to 3.00 PM. Pre-Bid Conference:- Date: 28/10/2020,
Time: 12.00 Noon at the office chamber of the EE R.D.
Agartala Division, Agartala, Tripura in presence of the
SE, RD 1" Circle, Agartala. Bid shall be uploaded in twobid system - (i) Technical bid and (ii) Financial bid.
Technical bids shall be opened first and after completion of
technical evaluation, price/financial bids in respect of
technically acceptable offers only shall be opened. For
details, visit website https://tripuratenders.gov.in and
contact at 03812325988. Any subsequent corrigendum/
Memorandum will be available in the website only.
Sd/Executive Engineer
RD Agartala Division
ICA-C/1901/20
Gurkhabasti, Agartala

Lost Original-Registry (AllChain) Reference IDNo.102878019810 Area-336.63,
Sq.Yards Property. No.C-488,
3rd.Floor,Yojna-Vihar, Delhi110095, founder may inform at
above address-Murti Devi
Goyal, W/o Late.Ishwari
Prasad.#9810084129 Rajeev
Goyal.
0040552111-10
I Ashutosh Vohra S/o sh. Vijay
Kumar Vohra Lost the Original
Possession Letter of my below
mentioned property. MIG flat
no. 96, Pocket C/8,Sector
8,Rohini, Delhi-85. Finder
contact Ashutosh Vohra at
9810144060.
0040552121-1

0040552165-6

New Delhi

19 CALENDAR
CROSSWORD 4256

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
THE INDIAN EXPRESS, THURSDAY, OCTOBER 22, 2020

OVER THE HEDGE by Michael Fry & T Lewis

DAY TODAY
ARIES (Mar 21 - Apr 20)
As the hours pass you
may become more
and more convinced
that something
mysterious is going on. At the
very least you will realise that
there is more to a certain
situation than once seemed
possible. You may well be ready
to tackle awkward issues head
on — and good for you.
TAURUS (Apr 21 - May 21)
From now on, and for
the rest of the week,
you can afford to be a
little more laid back.
Wherever possible, introduce a
touch of the manyana spirit, and
put off as much as you can until
tomorrow. Even that might be a
little too hurried for some
of you.

CALVIN & HOBBES by Bill Watterson

ACROSS
1 Show initiative and come in
force (10)
8 Acute embarrassment in
North African port
(5)
9 Glance shows a number in
fault (7)
10 It’s disturbing having the
wrong spirit in work
(7)
11 Alan’s wrong to be nosy
(5)
12 He’s not treated in a fair way
(6)
14 My sets are arranged
methodically (6)
17 Do impressive work as a
huntsman? (5)
19 Make the most of an
adventure (7)
21 Sign of a poisonous insect
(7)
22 Drops many tears (5)
23 Excellent start at school?
(5-5)

DOWN
2 Turn one out though it’s free of
charge (7)
3 Are up to providing inspiration
for poets (5)
4 Go barefoot in water or by
canoe (6)
5 Childhood in one’s
imagination (7)
6 Gets level yet nothing is lost
(5)
7 Deadlocks with old friends
(10)
8 Perform a priceless operation?
(3,3,4)
13 It may go under or over rails
(7)
15 It’s crop is adapted for hot
regions (7)
16 Sharp answer about a wrong
(6)
18 A fool disposed to be distant
(5)
20 Plead for one trodden
underfoot
(5)

GEMINI (May 22 - June 21)
The fact that
conditions at work
are changing is
confusing, but home
affairs are still most important.
Press ahead with all major
schemes; the more outrageous
and grandiose they are, the
better, at least in theory.
Perhaps you should get friends
on your side before you really
set out to shock.
CANCER (June 22 - July 23)
There is a great deal
to be gained from
talking to as many
people as possible as
much as you can. At the
moment, you have no way of
judging who is going to come
up with the best advice, so go
fishing. If you talk to enough
people about all your plans,
then you might find out who
really thinks like you.

MARVIN by Tom Armstrong

LEO (July 24 - Aug 23)
Certain events
associated with
recent Saturn
patterns suggest that
you might imagine you are
trapped in circumstances not of
your making. However, if you
do feel ‘stuck’ emotionally, it
may be through a situation
which you have engineered,
albeit unconsciously. In
that case, the solution lies in
your hands.

Givenbelowarefourjumbledwords.Solvethejumblestomakeproperwordsandmovethemto
therespectivesquaresbelow.Selectthelettersintheshadedsquaresandjumblethemtoget
theanswerforthegivenquip.
____istheultimateweaponofpower.-CharlesdeGaulle(7)

BGTEE

GIIPLN

DDTIS

AMUUVC

SUDOKU 4270

JUMBLED WORDS

DifficultyLevel2s
Instructions
TosolveaSudokupuzzle,
everydigitfrom1to9
mustappearineachofthe
nineverticalcolumns,in
eachoftheninehorizontal
rowsandineachofthe
nineboxes.
DifficultyLevel
1s=Veryeasy;2s=Easy;
3s=Medium;4s=Hard;
5s=VeryHard;6s=
Genius

SOLUTION SUDOKU 4269

SolutionsCrossword4255:Across: 1Flight,4Piffle,9Stealth,10Yearn,11Inlay,
12Rallies,13Mountaineer,18Chablis,20Ensue,22Ruing,23Enlarge,24Donate,
25Esther.Down:1Fossil,2Ideal,3Halcyon,5Idyll,6Fragile,7Ernest,8Sharp
answer,14Oration,15Needles,16Scared,17Meteor,19Legit,21Sarah.

VIRGO (Aug 24 - Sep 23)
You’re approaching
an important
moment of the year,
with a turning point
in your personal affairs. If you
spend as much time as possible
on routine matters now, you’ll
be able to deal with
partnerships later on. That’s
no more than loyal
companions deserve.

New Delhi

BY PETER VIDAL
LIBRA (Sep 24 - Oct 23)
Life could become
busier as the day
progresses. This
may be because
other people are expecting you
to clear up after them. Just
watch out that you don’t
stretch yourself so much that
you end up flat on your
back. You’ll be no use to
anyone if your energy
reserves plummet.
SCORPIO (Oct 24 - Nov 23)
If there are any
outstanding matters
at home, or
concerning family
relationships, be sure to sort
them out as soon as you can,
otherwise events may move
out of your control. Spare some
time for sheer pleasure,
though, remembering you
were put on this planet to
enjoy yourself.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov 24 - Dec 22)
If you’re wondering
how home and
professional affairs
can be reconciled,
you’re already on the right
track. The point is that only
when you have asked the
right questions, will you be
able to find the answers.
Besides, it’s important that
you realise that you don’t
know it all.
CAPRICORN (Dec 23 - Jan 20)
A change of mood
should reassure you
about financial
questions, even if
you don’t receive any final
answers. There is also much to
be said for bringing people
together who have been apart
for too long. You could play the
peace-maker or the matchmaker, to great applause.
AQUARIUS (Jan 21- Feb 19)
Quite simply, if you
want to get the best
out of a financial
deal, you’ve got to
get your facts straight. There’s
no point in rushing ahead if
you’ve overlooked certain
fundamental details. In matters
of the heart there is a
continuing need to get in touch
with loved ones overseas.
PISCES (Feb 20 - Mar 20)
The Moon restores
some of your lost
confidence. You are
bound to be a little
more emotional by the time
night falls, but then this is a
normal state for you. Your
long-term business cycle, by
the way, is still looking
relatively positive. Take
advantage of it.

SOLUTION: BEGET, DIDST, PILING, VACUUM
Answer:Silence is the ultimate weapon of power. - Charles de Gaulle
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To be honest, I haven’t had one conversation up here
around (Black Lives Matter). Sometimes it seems it
has gone unnoticed, which is a sad thing. Cricket
West Indies has done an excellent job in continuing
awareness of it.”

THE INDIAN EXPRESS, THURSDAY, OCTOBER 22, 2020

RCB brook no challenge

BRIEFLY

Italianswimming
teamreports10
morepositivecases
Rome:TheItalianswimteam'spreparations for the Tokyo Olympics were put
on hold after 10 more athletes tested
positive for the coronavirus. World
champions Simona Quadarella and
Gabriele Detti are among those who
contractedCOVID-19atahigh-altitude
training camp in Livigno, the Italian
SwimmingFederationsaidonTuesday.
Located near the Swiss border, Livigno
isintheLombardyregionwhichisputtinginplaceanightlycurfewbeginning
Thursdaybecauseofarisingnumberof
cases in an area already hard hit during
the first wave of infections earlier this
year."It'sasignofthetimes.It'shappening throughout Europe and all over the
world,"PaoloBarelli,thepresidentofthe
Italian and European Swimming
Federations, told The Associated Press.
Also on Wednesday, defender Achraf
Hakimi has become the seventh Inter
Milan player to test positive and will
miss the Champions League tie at
Borussia Moenchengladbach. Inter
signed the 21-year-old Morocco international from Real Madrid earlier this
year.Roberto Gagliardini, Radja
Nainggolan, Alessandro Bastoni, Milan
Skriniar, Ashley Young and Ionut Radu
have also tested positive.
AP

Portugallimitscrowd
atF1raceto27,500
Lisbon: Sunday’s Portuguese Formula
OneGrandPrixwillbelimitedto27,500
spectators per day due to a rise in
COVID-19casesinthecountry,thegovernment said on Wednesday. The race,
attheAlgarveInternationalCircuitnear
thesoutherncityofPortimao,willbethe
first grand prix held in Portugal since
1996.“Sincethetotalcapacityisaround
90,000seats,andgiventhecurrentepidemiological situation, the authorized
capacityforthisspecificeventis27,500
seats,” a government statement said. It
added that this would be “distributed
byseparatedstands,withavariableoccupancy capacity and divided into sectorsof about800people”.Therewould
be seating only, with safe spacing and
no movement between sectors or
stands.
REUTERS

USApullsoutof
wrestlingworlds
Washington: The United States won't
send a team to the world wrestling
championships because of health and
safety concerns caused by the COVID19pandemic.Theexecutivecommittee
of USA Wrestling, the national governingbodyforwrestling,unanimouslyapproved the proposal notto send a team
to Belgrade, Serbia, for the Dec. 12-20
event. In making the decision USA
Wrestling noted that world wrestling's
governing body, the United World
Wrestling(UWW)hadalreadycanceled
the 2020 junior world championships,
also scheduled for December in
Belgrade and that the senior worlds
were the only world championships
eventleftonthe2020calendarthathad
not been canceled. United World
Wrestling, the international federation
for wrestling, announced Monday that
its executive committee approved existing plans to host the event.
AP

JASON HOLDER, WEST INDIES AND SUNRISERS HYDERABAD PLAYER
BELIEVES THE ‘BLM’ MOVEMENT HAS GONE UNNOTICED IN THE IPL

Siraj’sspellof 4-2-8-3,themosteconomicalthisseason,provesdecisiveineight-wicketwinoverKKR
SYNOPSIS

POINTS TABLE

RCB pacer swings and stings before
Chahal spins and skins as KKR drop
like nine pins

Team Matches Won Lost NR Points
DC
10
7
3 0
14
RCB
10
7
3 0
14
MI
9
6
3 0
12
KKR
10
5
5 0
10
KXIP
10
4
6 0
8
RR
10
4
6 0
8
SRH
9
3
6 0
6
CSK
10
3
7 0
6

SANDIPG

OCTOBER21
ROYALCHALLENGERSBangalorereadthesurfaceaccurately,madesuitablechangesandorchestrated an emphatic victory over Kolkata
Knight Riders. Mohammed Siraj might not
stingonflatdecks,butonasurfacethatoffered
earlyassistance,heswungandstung,histhreewicket haul reducing Kolkata to 84/8, a target
Bangalore overhauled without fuss.

and 3-3 after Navdeep Saini had nabbed the
scratchyShubmanGill,Kolkatashrunkto4-14
in 3.3 overs. There was no escape route from
that precarious position. Siraj returned to finish his fourth over, in which he conceded six,
buthisspellof4-2-8-3isthemosteconomical
this year.

Siraj swings and stings

FormuchofKolkataKnightRiders’innings,
itwashardtofathomthataT20matchwasunderway. This was everything T20 cricket was
not imagined to be — swing, maiden overs,
spin, short-leg, wickets, referrals. It seemed
five-day cricket camouflaged in bright attire.
At the heart of this most unusual evening
wasSiraj,whoseexistenceinthisedition,orin
the league, was little more than a comma, or
at best a semicolon; to be paused over briefly
before being leaped over and forgotten. Until
Wednesday.Inthreeoversofimmaculatecontrol and precision for Royal Challengers
Bangalore,Sirajmadeastrongstatementofhis
prowess, which is to seam and swing the ball.
Hemightnothavethegiftofpaceorthedintof
fancy variations. But provided a hint of assistance, he could deal painful blows.
In those overs that broke the back of
Kolkata Knight Riders — which included two
maidens, two runs and three wickets — Siraj
furnished a masterful account of how to harnessthemodestassistancethatthesurfaceoffered. He began with the wicket of Rahul
Tripathi, who has the tendency to play away
from the body. Siraj sucked him into a loose

Chahal spins and skins

MohammedSiraj’sfirstspellincludedtwomaidens,tworunsand threewickets. BCCI
daboutsidetheoff-stump,beforemakingthe
ball move a trifle away after pitching. It was
again the length, short-of-good length, that
sowed doubts in Tripathi’s mind. He was neither on the front foot nor back. Siraj is not expresspacebutfastenoughtopreventbatsmen
from propping forward with impunity.
The next ball, he fooled Nitish Rana with
inward movement. Right-handed bowlers
whocouldswingtheballintoleft-handersare
a precious commodity. It’s more difficult for
thebatsmanifthebowlercouldwelcomehim
with such a delivery. Siraj did exactly that, the

ballduckingintoRanaafterlanding.Thistime,
the ball was fuller. He alternated his lengths
betweengoodandback-of-length,butdidnot
overdo either.
Not every ball swung, making decisionmaking all the more difficult and foot-movementtentative.TomBanton’sdismissalwould
attest.ThedashingEnglandbatsman,whohad
settledinnicelywithasixandfour,hungback
expecting a short-of-length ball. But it turned
outtobefullerdelivery,whichhetriedtodrive.
Buthisfrontfootwassofarawayfromtheball
thatheoutside-edgedtothekeeper.From3-2

PlanningagainstDineshKarthikthesedays
seemsassimpleasintroducingyourleg-spinner as soon as he strides out. Karthik’s head, it
seems, goes spinning the moment he sees
them.Beforethismatch,leggieshaddismissed
himfourtimesineightoutingsthisedition.He
made it fifth, when Yuzvendra Chahal pinged
him in front.
He spun one ball away from him, and the
next into him. Karthik was clueless — he just
thrust his bat forward, hoping that it was the
leg-break. Instead, it was Chahal’s wrong’un
that beat the inside edge and struck the back
pad. Karthik thought he was safe when the
umpirerepelledtheappeal,onlyforalast-ditch
referral to overturn the decision. Karthik
looked sheepish, like a self-aware man who
knows he is terribly out of depth.
BRIEF SCORES: KKR 84/8 (E Morgan 30; Md
Siraj 3/8, Y Chahal 2/15) lost to RCB 85/2 (D
Padikkal 25; L Ferguson 1/17) by 8 wkts
LIVE: RR vs SRH from 7:30pm, Star Sports
Network

Groin injury
rules Bravo
out of IPL
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
OCTOBER 21

WEST INDIESall-rounder Dwayne Bravo has
beenruledoutof theremainder of thisyear’s
Indian Premier League due to a groin injury,
his team Chennai Super Kings said on
Wednesday.
Led by former India captain Mahendra
Singh Dhoni, Chennai reached the playoffs
in every edition they have played in the
Twenty20tournamentbutarecurrentlylanguishing at the bottom of the table this season with just three wins in 10 matches.
Bravo, 37, missed the start of this year’s
tournament, which is being held in the
United Arab Emirates due to the COVID-19
pandemic, due to a knee injury he sustained
during the Caribbean Premier League.
He then hurt his groin on Saturday in the
matchagainsttheDelhiCapitalsandwasunabletobowlhisfullquotaof overswhichhad
a bearing on Chennai’s final over defeat.
“He is ruled out with a right groin injury
andisflyingbackhome,”CSKChief Executive
Kasi Viswanathan said in a text message.
"It'ssadnews,it'ssadtobeleavingmyteam
CSK,"BravosaidinavideopostedbytheSuper
Kings on Twitter. "To all our CSK fans, I want
you all to keep encouraging the team, keep
supporting, all the true die-hard CSK fans.
"This wasn't a season we expected or our
fans wanted, but we gave it our best.
Sometimes,despitegivingourbest,theresults
don't show," Bravo said. "Keep supporting us
and I can guarantee you we're going to come
back stronger and better like champions.
Chennai, who have lifted the IPL trophy
three times and reached the final on five
other occasions, did not have an ideal preseason when many people from their touring party tested positive for the novel coronavirus upon arriving in the UAE. Before the
start of the tournament they lost experiencedplayerslikebatsmanSureshRainaand
spinner Harbhajan Singh.

Tuanzebe – Manchester United’s unlikely hero in Paris
tal block to keep United in the game during a
period where PSG were looking to score. The
defenderalsomanagedsevenclearancesinthe
victory and only conceded two fouls.
While the statistics by themselves aren’t
extraordinary, Tuanzebe had returned from
injurywhenhetookhisspotagainstColchester
UnitedinaCarabaoCuptieinDecember2019.
He had to be taken off in that game after 65
minutes and it seemed like yet another ‘what
if’ moment for him.
Togofromplayinghislastmatchagainsta
League Two team and a 10-month layoff to
then facing the Champions League runnersupmighthaveseemedlikeachallengetoostiff,
but Tuanzebe jumped and landed perfectly.

SHASHANKNAIR
OCTOBER21

FORLONG-TIMEManchesterUnitedsupporters, Axel Tuanzebe is a well-known name – a
name instantly associated with pools of potential but also with a career interrupted by
multiple injuries. On Tuesday, Tuanzebe returned after a 10-month gap and shut out
Kylian Mbappe and Neymar, arguably two of
the best attacking talents in the world, in a 21 Champions League group stage win for
Manchester United at Paris Saint-Germain.

What Tuanzebe did

There were a couple of moments in
United’s away trip to the Parc des Princes
where all Mbappe could do was scratch his
headandlookwide-eyedatthereferee.Onone
occasion, Mbappe was through on goal with
acres of space and just goalkeeper David de
Geatobeat.ButTuanzebedisplayedspeed–a
rarecommodityinarecentManchesterUnited
defence.HecaughtupwiththeFrenchstarand
managed to push him off as De Gea collected
the ball and averted the danger.
There was another instance where
TuanzebeandMbappecollided.Thistime,the
forwardcutinsidetohisleftandwasmillimetres away from pulling the trigger. But the
Uniteddefenderusedhisupperbodystrength

What he said

TuanzebekeptPSG superstarsKylian
MbappeandNeymarquiet.
Reuters file
to hold him off and get the ball, ensuring that
the shot never came about. Mbappe, the
youngestplayertoeverscoreinaWorldCupfinal since Pele, was thwarted again.

What did the stats say

Tuanzebe ended the game with a 92 per
centpasscompletionrate.Hewon100percent
of theaerialduelshecontested.Hemadeavi-

An aspect of the defender recognised by
manager Ole Gunnar Solskjaer is his ability to
be a leader on the pitch. In the post-match
presser,Tuanzebeonceagainshowedwhyhe
isratedsohighlybyUnitedwhenhesaid,“We
showedPSG respect, but ultimatelywe’re the
biggerteamandwewanttodominateandget
the three points."
The22-yearoldalsospokeabouthisinjury
layoff.“I’mfeelingokay.Youtrainhardforthis
[bigChampionsLeaguegames].I’vebeenwith
the rehab team and they’ve been getting me
in every day and working me hard for these
kinds of moments, and it’s finally paid off.”

Messi scores in Barca rout, Juventus win
ASSOCIATED PRESS
PARIS, OCTOBER 21

LIONEL MESSI’S Barcelona and Cristiano
Ronaldo’s Juventus are up and running already. Messi scored a penalty to set Barca
onitswaytoa5-1winoverHungarianoutsiderFerencvárosastheSpanishteambegantherebuildofitsreputationinEurope’s
elitecompetition,twomonthsafteranembarrassing8-2losstoBayernMunichinthe
quarterfinals last season.
RonaldowasmissingforJuventusafter
testing positive for the coronavirus last
week,buttheItalianchampionhadaworthy replacement in Alvaro Morata as the
strikerscoredtwiceina2-0winatDynamo
Kyiv.TherewerewinsforLazio,Leipzigand
Club Brugge, while Chelsea and Sevilla
drew 0-0 and two group-stage newcomers — Rennes and Krasnodar — drew 1-1.
There were no fans at the Parc des
Princes,oneofthreestadiums—alongwith
Barcelona’s Camp Nou and Chelsea’s
Stamford Bridge — to be without spectatorsforthereturnoftheChampionsLeague
because of the coronavirus.

Other games were sparsely attended,
with nearly 16,700 spectators watching
Zenit St. Petersburg lose 2-1 to Brugge,
14,850 seeing Juventus win in Kyiv, and
5,000 attending the Rennes-Krasnodar
game.IntheothergameinGroupH,Leipzig
—asurprisesemifinalistlastseason—beat
IstanbulBasaksehir2-0infrontof justunder1,000fansthankstotwofirst-halfgoals
by Spanish defender Angeliño.
Messi now has 116 goals in the
Champions League, and extendedhis run
of scoring at least one goal in the competitionin16consecutiveseasons.Itwasalso
a special night for two players nearly half
his age, with 17-year-olds Ansu Fati and
Pedri also scoring for Barcelona against
Ferencváros. Philippe Coutinho and
Ousmane Dembélé were the other scorers for Barcelona, which lost defender
Gerard Piqué to a straight red card with
about20minutesleft.IhorKharatinscored
Ferencváros’ lone goal from the resulting
penalty.
Messi and Ronaldo are in the same
ChampionsLeaguegroupforthefirsttime
and are set to meet next week when
Juventus hosts Barca.

THREAT ASSESSMENT

Why USA, Britain believe Russia is planning a cyber-attack on Tokyo Olympics
OCTOBER21

MOMENTS BEFORE the opening ceremony of
the2018WinterOlympicsinPyeongchang,the
Games’officialwebsitewentoffline.Astheceremony began, the WiFi and televisions inside
the main Olympic stadium stopped working.
Backthen,theorganisingcommitteeconfirmed
a cyber-attack but did not say where it originated from. In a joint operation, the American
and British government agencies claimed
Russia was behind the cyber-attack that hit
Pyeongchang2018andhadplannedsomething
similarfortherescheduledTokyoOlympics,as
a part of a ‘worldwide hacking campaign’ that
includedtheFrenchpresidentialelectionsand
Ukraine’selectricitygrid,accordingtoreports.
Russiahasdeniedanywrongdoingwhereas
theInternationalOlympicCommittee(IOC)has
not yet responded to the allegations made
againstthecountry.

What are the allegations?

On Monday, the US justice department
chargedsixRussianhackers,agedbetween27
and35,forallegedlycarryingoutaseriesofcyberattacksacrosstheglobe,includingthe2018
Winter Olympics. The indictment coincided
with the British government declaring that
Russian hackers were attempting a similar attack on theTokyo Olympics,which were to be

held this year but got postponed to July 2021
becauseof theCovid-19pandemic.

How did the hackers conduct the
cyber attack?
According to American prosecutors and
Britishintelligenceofficers,Russia’smilitaryintelligenceagency–thatgoesbythenameGRU
– camouflaged itself as North Korean and
Chinese hackers to disrupt the 2018
WinterGames.Theyallegedlyfirstsent
emailstothemembersoftheIOC,athletes and other companies, as per the
courtdocumentsobtainedbytheNew
YorkTimes.Inthoseemails,thehackers
posedas‘OlympicorSouthKoreangovernmentofficialstotricktherecipientsintogivingthemaccesstokeyOlympicinfrastructure,’
theNYTreported.TheGRUalsousedVPNFilter
malware, according to a British government
media release, to erase data and disable computersandnetworks.TheWinterGamesITsystemsand'multipleentities'acrossSouthKorea
weretargetted.

opening ceremony and helped them ground
the drones. The part of the ceremony where
dronesweretobeusedwasvisibleonlyforthe
TV audience after the broadcasters used prerecordedfootage. TheBritishgovernmentsaid
in its release: 'The disruption to the Winter
Olympics could have been greater if it had not
beenforadministratorswhoworkedtoisolate
themalwareandreplaceaffectedcomputers.'
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EXPLAINED

MIHIRVASAVDA

Did this impact the Winter
Olympics?
Thehackerstookdowntheofficialwebsite,
whichmeantthousandsofspectatorscouldnot
print their tickets or get access to information
related to the Games. It also allowed them to
disrupt the internet and television service inside the main Olympic stadium during the

Who in Russia carried out
these alleged attacks?

This exercise was carried out by
the GRU unit 74455, the UK govern● ment said in its statement. Unit
74455, known as ‘Sandworm’ and
'VoodooBear' among other names, is GRU’s
Main Centre of Special Technologies and has
alsobeenaccusedoftargetingUSA’spresidentialelectionsin2016.

What is the motive behind the
cyber-attacks on the Olympics?
JohnHultquist,thedirectorofthreatintelligence at FireEye, a cybersecurity firm, told the
NYTthiswasa‘vindictiveattack’.Ithasbeensuggested by the prosecutors and government officials in the US and UK that Russia did this becausetheIOCbannedthemfromcompetingin
2018 Winter Olympics as well as the Tokyo
Olympics because of state-sponsored doping.
TheGuardiansaidthisisthe‘firstindicationthat
Russiawaspreparedtogoasfarastodisruptthe

summer Games, from which all Russian competitorshadbeenexcludedbecauseof persistentstate-sponsoreddopingoffences.’

Why is it in news now?

SkyNewsreportedthatthetimingoftheUK
government’s revelations was ‘in part’ to alert
aboutthethreatposedtotheTokyoOlympics.
The targets at Tokyo included the Games’ organisers,logisticsservicesandsponsors,theUK
governmentsaid.KatsunobuKato,Japan’schief
cabinet secretary, said that Japan would increaseeffortstoprotecttheGamesandwerein
contact with agencies in the US and UK. “We
cannot turn a blind eye to malicious cyberattacks that threaten democracy,” Kato was
quotedassayingbytheJapanesemedia.

Have Russia hackers targeted
sports earlier?
This isn’t the first time Russia has been accused of targeting a sports body. In 2016,
Russianhackerswereaccusedofbreakinginto
World Anti-Doping Agency’s database and
fished out information about some of the top
Americanathletes,includinggymnastSimone
BilesandtennisplayerVenusWilliams.

How has Russia responded?

Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov rejected the allegations and described them as
‘Russophobia’.“Russiahasnevercarriedoutany
hackingactivitiesagainsttheOlympics,”hesaid.

TheAmericanandBritishgovernmentagenciesclaimedRussiawasbehindthe
cyber-attackthathitPyeongchang2018andhad plannedsomethingsimilar forthe
rescheduledTokyoOlympics. AP file
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