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Congress leaderRahulGandhi felldownduringascufflewithpolicewhenhewasstopped
ontheYamunaExpressway, inGreaterNoidaonThursday.PTI

AMILBHATNAGAR
HATHRAS,OCTOBER1

THE UTTAR Pradesh Police
Thursdaysaidthataforensicre-
porthadshownthatthe19-year-
old Dalit woman killed in
Hathras,allegedlybyfourupper
castemen, had not been raped.
OnSeptember22,aweekbefore
she died, thewoman had given
astatementsayingshehadbeen

sexuallyassaulted.
Addressing a press confer-

ence,PrashantKumar,ADG(Law
CONTINUEDONPAGE2

COVIDECONOMICDISTRESS

From PM economic council
to Niti Aayog, growing
disquiet over Govt tight fist
Advisorsurgedfiscalpushinformof
wagesubsidy, rural infrastructure

PVAIDYANATHANIYER
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER1

SPEAKINGTO The Indian Express
onSeptember26,UnionFinance
MinisterNirmalaSitharamansaid
that she is open to “theneed for
furtherstimulus”anditstiming.
Thatmaynot bemuchof an

assurance given the growing
senseofdisquietinexpertbodies
including the PrimeMinister’s
EconomicAdvisoryCouncil, the
Niti Aayog and the Chief
EconomicAdvisor’soffice.
Several policy-influencers in

thesebodiesarebefuddledatthe
Centralgovernment’saversionto
spendmore nowdespite their
unanimousviewthatafiscalstim-
ulus— sooner than later—will
place India better to take advan-
tage of themajor reformsbeing
pushedinagricultureandlabour.
Inat least fourmeetingsthat

PrimeMinister NarendraModi
chaired over 10 days between
theendofJuneandearlyJuly,The
Indian Expresshas learnt,mem-
bers of his EAC, Niti Aayog and
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GST collections
up: Rs 95,480 cr
for September

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER1

MARKINGTHEfirst instanceof a
year-on-year increase in the fi-
nancialyear2020-21,grossGoods
andServicesTax(GST)collections
rose 3.9 per cent to Rs 95,480
crore in September, for sales in
August, reflecting a pick-up in
economic activitywith the eas-
ingof Covid restrictions, accord-
ing todata releasedThursdayby
theFinanceMinistry.
The rise, however, alsopartly

reflectedtheimpactofalowbase
effectfromSeptember2019,when
GSTrevenueshadcontracted2.7
percenttofall toa19-monthlow
ofRs91,916crore—thesecondin-
stance since the July2017 rollout
oftheindirecttaxregime.
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THEFINANCEministry is
notconvincedabout the
need fora large fiscal
stimulus. Policyadvisors,
however, areof theview
that theunprecedented
shockneedsacounter-
cyclical response, and
only largegovernment
spendingwill sustaina
recovery till private sec-
tordemandpicksup.
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EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER1

THE SUPREME Court on
Thursday quashed the Gujarat
government's notifications
granting temporary “relax-
ations” to employers on certain
conditions related to working
hoursandpaymentofwagesun-
der theFactoriesAct, 1948.

Thecourtcalledthenotifica-
tions “anaffront to theworkers’
right to life and right against
forced labour”.
“The ‘right to life’ guaranteed

to everypersonunderArticle 21,
which includes aworker,would
bedevoidofanequalopportunity
at social andeconomic freedom,
intheabsenceofjustandhumane
conditions of work. Aworker’s
right to life cannot be deemed

contingenton themercyof their
employerortheState.Thenotifi-
cations,indenyinghumanework-
ing conditions and overtime
wagesprovidedbylaw,areanaf-
front to theworkers’ right to life
and right against forced labour
thataresecuredbyArticles21and
23oftheConstitution,”aBenchof
Justices DYChandrachud, Indu
MalhotraandKMJosephruled.
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Affront to right to life: SC junks Gujarat
orders on wages, longer hours of work

ASADREHMAN
LUCKNOW,OCTOBER1

THEALLAHABADHighCourton
Thursday took suomotu cog-
nizance of the fatal assault and
alleged gangrape of a Dalit
womaninHathras,especiallyher
hurriedcremation,anddirected
senior officials of the state gov-
ernmentandpolice,includingof
the district, to be present at the
nexthearingonOctober12.
Atwo-judgeBenchsaidfamily

membersof thedeceasedwould
alsobepresentthatdaysothatthe
court couldhear their versionof
the cremation organised by the
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SREENIVASJANYALA
HYDERABAD,OCTOBER1

THEIRLOVEbloomedwithevery
“Hi”and“Hello”onthequietlane
outside their homes. They soon
moved to Facebook, spending
hoursgettingtoknoweachother,
growing closer. Then therewere

thephonecalls,withbillsrunning
uptoRs1,500amonth.Andfinally,
onJune10,theygotmarried.
“HemanthandIweresomuch

inlove.Everyevening,weusedto
sittogetherandmakeplansabout
thefuture,”saysAvantiReddy,23.
Until September 24, when this
taleoftwopeoplefromtwocastes
inonebigcitycametoanabrupt,
andbrutal,end.
The Hyderabad home of

computer engineer Avantimay
beaworldawayfromHathrasin
UP—roiledbyaDalitgirl'sassault
andmurder allegedly byupper-
castemen—butthatevening,the
distanceseemedtodisappear.
Two of Avanti's uncles

reached their house, called the
coupleoutandforcedtheminto
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ThecouplemetCyberabad
PoliceCommissionerthree
monthsago

In Hyderabad, caste turns love story
into a story of hate and murder

HATHRASDALITTEEN’SDEATH:HEARINGOCTOBER12

Day after police rushed her cremation,
HC steps in, asks officials to explain

Forensic report shows
teen was not raped: Police

SOMYALAKHANI,
JIGNASASINHA
&MANOJCG
HATHRAS,GREATERNOIDA,
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER1

HITTINGTHEstreets forthefirst
time since the Covid-19 lock-
downwas imposed in March,
Congress leaders Rahul Gandhi
andPriyankaGandhiVadrawere
preventedThursday fromgoing
tothevillageoftheHathrasDalit
teenager,whodiedaftershewas
brutallyassaultedandallegedly
gangraped by upper castemen.
Their cavalcadewas stoppeden
route,afterwhichtheybeganto
walk, only to be arrested by the
UttarPradeshPolice.
Dramatic visuals of Rahul

walking with over a hundred
party workers, falling during a
scuffle with police personnel,
andbothhimandPriyanka—the
Congress general secretary in
chargeofUttarPradesh—being
taken away in a police vehicle
were a strong signal, meant for
both the ranks of the grand old
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Stopped on way,
Rahul, Priyanka
make a point —
helped by police

THEEDITORIAL PAGE

Benchwants
victim’s family to
appearso it can
hear theirversion

ThebenchreferredtoThe
IndianExpressreportonOct1

Parentsof techie,
hiredkillers
among14held
so far:police

DEEPMUKHERJEE
JAIPUR,OCTOBER1

FOR THE past several months,
DurgaRam,a labourer in Jaipur,
hasbeentryingtoenroll for free
foodgrains under the National
Food Security Act (NFSA), 2013.
“Each time, people at the e-mi-
trakioskssaynewnamesarenot
being added, and the portal is
shut,”hesaid.
Ram, who is in hismid-40s

and belongs to the nomadic
Banjara community, said work
has been scarce since the lock-
down was imposed, and he
makes only Rs 300-400 on the
days that he gets any. “Getting
somewheatwouldhavehelped
myfamily,”hesaid.
The father of two children is

amongmany poor peoplewho
have been seeking grain under
the NFSA and PradhanMantri
Garib Kalyan Anna Yojana
(PMGKAY),butthestategovern-
ment has stopped adding new
beneficiaries.
The government had an-

nounced5kgofwheatperper-
son and 1 kg of gram per fam-
ily under NFSA as pandemic
relief every month until
November. SinceNFSAbenefi-
ciaries areentitled to the same
amount of free grains under
PMGKAY, they would effec-
tively get 10 kg of wheat (or 5
kg each of wheat and rice) per
person and 2 kg of gram per
family everymonth.
Officials at the Rajasthan

Food and Civil Supplies
Department, and e-mitra oper-
atorswhoaresupposedto facil-
itateonlineapplications,saidthe
addition of new names to the
NFSA list has been on hold for
thepast severalmonths.
"Online applications for in-

clusion in NFSA are closed.
People keep coming to us, and
we turn them away," Deepak
Verma, the owner of an e-mitra
kiosk in Hanumangarh district
toldThe IndianExpress.
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In Covid time,
freeze on new
food security
beneficiaries
in Rajasthan
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11-YEAR-OLDDALIT
GIRL KILLED IN
BHADOHI, TWOHELD

BALRAMPURDEATH:
AUTOPSYSHOWSAT
LEAST 10 INJURIES
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Rajasthan
A senior Food and Civil

Supplies Department official
saidnonameswerebeingadded
to the list because the number
of beneficiarieshadcrossed the
ceiling imposedby theCentre.
"The addition of newNFSA

beneficiaries in the state is cur-
rentlyclosedaswehavealready
exceeded the limit set by the
Government of India. The gov-
ernment's ceiling is 4.46 crore
people for Rajasthan, whilewe
already have around 4.82 crore
people covered under the
NFSA,” Ashok Kumar Sankhla,
deputy commissioner and
deputy secretary (I), Food and
CivilSuppliesDepartment,said.
Some 52 lakh people who

are not covered under NFSA
havebeengivenfreefoodgrains
once,andthegovernmentplans
torepeattheexercise,theofficer
said.
DurgaRamhadbeen a ben-

eficiary of this one-time relief
fromthegovernment.
Chandrakala Sharma, state

coordinator, Ekal Nari Shakti
Sangathan,whichworksforun-
married, widowed, divorced,
and abandoned women, said:
“Peoplesuchaslabourers,those
intheunorganisedsector,orsin-
glewomen from economically
weakbackgrounds,whoaresole
breadwinners in their families,
are in dire need of government
assistance.”

Rahul, Priyanka
partyandothers,whohavebeen
urging theGandhis to take on a
morehands-onrole.
The UP Police offered them

thatopportunityonaplatteron
Thursday. Several opposition
leaders rallied behind the
Gandhis,andslammedthestate
government, even as the BJP
called it aphoto-op.
TheOpposition,particularly

theCongress, hasbeenaccused
of not being visible on the
ground. Many in the Congress
too have been arguing that it is
high time the leadership “came
outoftheTwitterworld”andhit
the streets. During the lock-
down,Rahulhadcomeoutonly
once tomeetmigrants.
RahulandPriyankasetoff for

Hathrasaround12.30pm,along
with senior Congress leaders
Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury and
Randeep Surjewala and party
women’s wing chief Sushmita
Devamongothers,afterameet-
ing with Sonia Gandhi. “We
knewwewouldnotbeallowed.
Wewereprepared,”atopleader
toldThe IndianExpress.
At 1.30 pm, the cavalcade

was stopped on the Yamuna
Expressway, and the Gandhis
saidtheywouldwalktoHathras,
over 140 km away. “Thatmes-
sagehadtobegiven,thatwewill
notbackout,”a leaderwhowas
partof their teamsaid.
The UP Police physically

stoppedthemfrommovingfor-
ward around an hour later, and
Rahul fell to the ground in the
melee. He demanded to know
under what rule he was being
arrested.When a police officer
citedSection188of theIPC(dis-
obediencetoorderpromulgated
byapublicservant),Rahulasked
him to explain the provision.
When the police officer said
Section144wasinplace,hesaid,
“I amnot going to violate 144. I
want to go alone." He told re-
porters, “Iwant to ask, can only
Modiji walk in this country?
Can’t anormalpersonwalk?”
Noida ADCP Ranvijay Singh

later said a case under IPC
Section 188 and the Epidemic
DiseasesActhadbeenregistered
against Rahul and Priyanka. He
denied therewas a lathicharge,
and added that they couldn't
have let the Congress leaders
proceed to Hathras due to
Section 144 being imposed
there.OnRahul'sstatementthat
he was ready to go alone to
Hathras, the ADCP said, "Rahul
Gandhi cannot go anywhere

without his security cover,
whichmeanstherewillbemore
than fivepeople.”
The teenager's village was

completely barricaded by the
police starting Thursdaymorn-
ing,withnooutsiders—includ-
ingmediapersons—allowedtill
late night. Only the SIT formed
to investigate the case, the DM
andSDMwereinsidethevillage
with the family.
Around 4 pm, Rahul and

Priyankawere taken to a guest
house in Greater Noida, as
Congress workers sat on a
dharna. About anhour later, re-
leased on bail, they were sent
backtoDelhi,escortedbypolice.
Talkingtoreporters,Priyanka

askedwhytheBJPthatclaimsto
be the custodian of Hindu reli-
gion did not allow a father to
light the funeral pyre of his
daughter. “I am angry. I am a
woman, I have an 18-year-old
daughter... Everywoman,every
daughter, every sister of the
countryshouldbeangry.”
“Jungleraj inUPhascometo

suchapass thatevenmeetinga
family which is immersed in
grief scares the government.
Don’t be so afraid, Mr Chief
Minister,”Rahul tweeted.
TheCongress,whichhaslost

alotofgroundinUP,seesaspace
vacated by parties like the BSP.
The Hathras incident also
strengthens its criticism of the
Yogi Adityanath government
overthelawandordersituation,
voiced by Priyanka daily in
tweets. Neither the BSP nor the
Samajwadi Party has taken up
theHathrasdeathyet.
AmongtheOppositionlead-

erswhocriticisedtheUPPolice's
actions was NCP chief Sharad
Pawar. “It is reprehensible for
thosewho are supposed to up-
hold the law to trample upon
democraticvalues,”hesaid.JD(S)
leader H D Deve Gowda, the
RJD'sTejashwiYadavandKerala
Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan
allcalledtheprotestandRahul's
demand tovisit theHathras vil-
lage "a democratic right".
Congress leader Ramesh
Chennithalasaid neverbeforein
thecountryhadthepolicedared
tomanhandlenational leaders.
In a statement, the Gautam

BuddhaNagarPolicesaidRahul
and Priyanka's cavalcade had
comprised 200 party workers
and50vehicles.“Congressparty
workers pushed police person-
nel around. Both Rahul Gandhi
and Priyanka Gandhi started
walkingwith their partywork-
ers,which led toamassive traf-
fic jam in which ambulances
alsogot stuck.”

Gujarat orders
The court also invoked its

powers under Article 142 to do
complete justice and directed
that all workmen who had
worked overtime be paid over-
timewages at double the ordi-
nary rate of wages as provided
underSection59of theAct.
TheSupremeCourtsaidit“is

cognizantthatthe”state“aimed
to ameliorate the financial exi-
genciesthatwerecauseddueto
the pandemic and the subse-
quent lockdown”.
“However, financial losses

cannot be offset on the weary
shoulders of the labouring
worker,whoprovidestheback-
boneof theeconomy,” it said.
Thecourtwashearingapeti-

tion by two labour unions
against the notifications issued
by the Gujarat Labour and
Employment Department un-
derSection5of theActonApril
17, 2020, and extended on July
20,2020.
The notifications increased

dailyworkinghoursfrom9to12
hours, and required employers
to pay overtimewages at a rate
proportionate to the ordinary
rate of wages, instead of what
wasmandatedbySection59.
Thestatesoughttojustifythe

changes saying “the Covid-19
pandemic is a ‘public emer-
gency’asdefined inSection5of

theFactoriesAct”andsaidithas
disturbedthe“socialorderofthe
country” and caused “extreme
financial exigencies”.
Italsosaidthatthe“lockdown

causedaslowdownineconomic
activities, leading to an ‘internal
disturbance’ in the Statewithin
themeaningofSection5”,andre-
quiringurgentmeasures topro-
tect its financialhealth.
But thebenchdidnotagree.
It said that “even if wewere

to accept the...argument at its
highest, that the pandemic has
resulted in an internal distur-
bance, we find that the eco-
nomicslowdowncreatedbythe
Covid-19 pandemic does not
qualify as an internal distur-
bance threatening the security
of the state...Unless the thresh-
old of an economic hardship is
so extreme that it leads to dis-
ruption of public order and
threatensthesecurityof Indiaor
ofapartof itsterritory,recourse
cannot be taken to such emer-
gency powers which are to be
usedsparinglyunder the law.”

Govt tight fist
theCEA’soffice,madepresenta-
tions with participation from

seniorofficialsinthePM’soffice,
the Finance Ministry and the
CommerceMinistry.
“Therewas near unanimity

ofviewsontwoaspects: i) fiscal
expansion or increased spend-
ing,and ii) reforms inthe finan-
cial sector, including stake sale
in public sector banks. Key
Cabinet Ministers including
AmitShah,NirmalaSitharaman,
Piyush Goyal, Ravi Shankar
Prasad and Gajendra Singh
Shekhawat were present. The
messaging was clear — Modi
seemed to be building a politi-
calconsensuswithinhisCabinet
on spending,” said one of the
personspresent inthemeeting,
whodidnotwish tobenamed.
Among the specific ideas

presented to the political lead-
ershipandaimedatimpartinga
fiscalstimuluswere:somekind
of a wage subsidy to workers;
ruralhousing—constructionof
thousand-plushousesinIndia’s
700-odddistricts,building100-
bed hospitals in district blocks
whichdon’thaveone,andasix-
month urban job guarantee
scheme.
The key idea behind these

proposals, sources said, was to

pursue a counter-cyclical fiscal
policywhentheeconomyfaces
itsworstrecessionwithmillions
of job losses in thewake of the
Covid-19 pandemic, and the
subsequentnational lockdown.
“Infrastructureprojects such

as housing and healthcarewill
haveasignificantmultipliereffect
andwillhelpgeneratedemand,”
saidanotherparticipant,whoalso
didnotwishtobenamed.
TheIndianExpressspoketoat

least a dozen participants, in-
cludingCabinetministers,pres-
ent in thosemeetings in June-
July.Subsequently,too,thePrime
Minister and his office has had
separate meetingswithvarious
stakeholders, with their inputs
being forwarded to the Finance
Ministry for furtheraction.
Speaking to The Indian

Express last Saturday, Finance
MinisterNirmalaSitharamsaid
therewasnoaversiontospend-
ing,andthatmanyof themeas-
uresannouncedincludingthose
undertheAtmaNirbharpackage
werestill rolling.
To a specific question on ex-

tra spending, she said, “I amnot
closed(on)theoption…doingall
this,wehavekeptourselvesopen

to the idea of… in case, there is
anyneedforfurtherstimulus.”
While more than three

months have passed, there has
been no action. “What we did
wasrelief,whatweneedisstim-
ulus,” said a policy expert, who
alsodidnotwant tobenamed.
Whatisworryingthegovern-

ment’s advisors is that thewin-
dowtoexecuteacounter-cyclical
policyin2020-21isclosing.“The
borrowing calendar for the sec-
ondhalfannouncedWednesday
hasn’tchanged;thegovernment
planstosticktoitstarget,”theex-
pertsaid,pointingoutthiswasan
indicatoroftheCentre’saversion
toincreasespending.
Senior financeministry offi-

cialssaiddiscussionswerestillon
about the stimulus. One official
said, “Wewill spend; itmaynot
beabigstimulus,butonewhich
will give us themaximumbang
for the buck. The non-salaried
middle classand thesmall busi-
nesseswhohave beenhit hard,
but have not got any support so
far,mayberecipientsof this.”
Anotherofficialsaidthatthe

various proposalsmade by the
experts were still being dis-
cussed.“For instance, ifwecon-

siderwage subsidy, howdowe
distribute it, whomdowe dis-
tribute it to-workers in the for-
mal sector, or the informal sec-
tor too… These require careful
deliberation,” theofficial said.
A section of officials are also

sanguinethattheproductionand
capacityutilisation inthemanu-
facturing sectorhasmoreor less
reached pre-Covid-19 levels,
makingthemponderifabigstim-
uluswas indeed required. “Eco-
nomyisrecoveringfaster.Whydo
weneedastimulus?Further, fis-
cal space is limited too…Rating
agenciesarealreadyissuingveiled
warnings,”saidtheofficial.
But policy advisorsnote that

growthinitselfactsasanantidote
and ensures debt sustainability
in the medium to long term
when growth rates are higher
thaninterestrates.Inapresenta-
tion to the PMO, they have
pointedoutthatgiventhecurrent
crisiswhichhas ledtoacollapse
indemand,focusingtoomuchon
fiscaldeficitatthecostofgrowth
maybeshort-sighted.This ises-
peciallysoforcountrieslikeIndia
whichhaveahighgrowthpoten-
tial (of7-8percent).

GST collections
Also, GST revenues this

September includes those from
small businesseswith turnover
uptoRs5croreforwhomthefil-
ing and tax payment deadlines
wereextendedforMay,Juneand
July to September12, 23, 27 and
September 15, 25 and 29, de-
pendingon thecategorisationof
states. No such extensionwas
granted for businesses with
turnoveroverRs5crore.
Finance Secretary Ajay

Bhushan Pandey said that over
5.74croree-waybillsweregen-
eratedinSeptember,pointingto
a “very affirmative sign of eco-
nomic recoverywith increased
businessactivities”.
Hesaidthatmajorindustrial

states have shown a positive
growthinGSTcollection,which
indicates that economic recov-
ery isontrack. “Withthefestive
season coming in the next
month, we aremuch confident
ofbetterrecoveryinGSTcollec-
tion,”hesaid.
According to Pandey, the

generationofe-waybillsrose9.3
per cent year-on-year in
September, with a record in-
crease of 26.19 lakh on
September30.
Sequentially, the GST rev-

enue in September recorded a
10.4 per cent increase from Rs
86,449crorecollectedinAugust.
Cumulatively, theGSTrevenues
have recordeda25per centde-
clineduringApril-Septemberfor
sales inMarch-August.
“Therevenuesforthemonth

are 4%higher than theGST rev-
enues in the samemonth last
year.Duringthemonth,therev-
enues from import of goods
were 102% and the revenues
fromdomestictransactions(in-
cludingimportofservices)were
105%oftherevenuesfromthese
sourcesduringthesamemonth
last year,” the FinanceMinistry
said inastatement.
Out of Rs 95,480 crore col-

lected in September, Rs 17,741
crore is Central GST; Rs 23,131
crore State GST; Rs 47,484 crore
Integrated GST, including Rs
22,442crorecollectedonimport
ofgoods;and,Rs7,124croreCess,
includingRs788croreonimport
of goods, thestatementsaid.
The government settled Rs

21,260 crore to CGST and Rs
16,997 crore to SGST from IGST
asregularsettlement.Afterthis,
the total revenue earned by
CentreisRs39,001croreasCGST
and by states is Rs 40,128 crore
asSGST, theMinistry said.

Hyderabad story
a car before speeding away, ac-
cording to police. On the way,
whiletheyswitchedcars,Avanti
managedtoescapeandalertthe
police,wholaterfound28-year-
old Hemanth Kumar's body
about 20 km away from the

house—he had been strangled
todeath.
Police say it's a clear case of

castekilling.Andtheyhavesince
arrested14people, includingthe
two uncles, Avanti's father D
Laxmi Reddy and mother Ar-
chana, and three alleged hired
killers.
Today, all that Avanti is left

withare thememories.
“After we got married, we

did not spend even a fewmin-
utes away from each other.
Whenhewenttohisworksites,
Iwentalongwithhimandsatin
thecar,waiting,’’ saysAvanti.
Their storygoesback to their

teenageyears,tothatlanebehind
Madhuri Hospital in Chan-
danagarwhereHemanth’sfather
CMurali Krishnamoved inwith
his family 12years ago. By then,
Avanti’s familywaswell estab-
lished there. Both the families
werewell-off, involved in con-
structionandrealestate,butthere
was awall: Avanti's familywere
Reddys andHemanth's Vysyas,
lowerdownthecastehierarchy.
“Itstartedasafriendshipand

turnedintoloveasIstartedmyin-
termediatecourseandHemanth
was pursuing his BSc in Chem-
istry.Wedidnotmeetoften,only
occasionallynearmycollege.We
usedtoexchangea'Hi'ora'Hello'
inthestreet.Then,wediscovered
Facebook,’’saysAvanti.
“Itwasthenthatsomeofmy

lecturers saw us and informed
my father. We decided to be-
comemore secretive. After two
years,whenIstartedpursuinga
B.TechinComputerScience,Igot
amobile phone andwe started
talking for hours. Butmy father
grew suspicious when my
phone bills started reaching Rs
1,400-Rs 1,500. Hewarnedme
again,’’ shesays.
According toAvanti, despite

the obstacles, life began to look
up.Hemanthgota job in the in-
terior walls department of a
paintmanufacturer. Two years
later,shesays,hesignedupwith
anonlineserviceprovider.“Last
March,heopenedhisownoffice
asaninteriordesigner,”shesays.
Hemanth’s father, Murali

Krishna,sayshereferredhisson
tohisfriendswhowerebuilders.
“Hemanth impressed them, he
was doing very well,’’ says
Krishna.
Avanti, meanwhile, com-

pleted her engineering in 2018,
and started an internshipwith
educationportalByju's.Bythen,
they had begun to dream of
marriage. But they also saw the
stormcloudsgathering.
“Last November, someone

sentaphotoonWhatsApptomy
father of Hemanth and I to-
gether. Therewas a showdown
andonNovember27,my father
sentaresignationlettertomyof-
fice, confinedme at home, and
took away my phone,’’ says
Avanti.
It was only their “love for

each other” that pulled them
through, she says. “Finally, on
June 9,we eloped and gotmar-
ried the next day at an Arya
Samaj temple. That was when
Hemanth'sfamilycametoknow
aboutus,” shesays.
Despitethebacklashathome,

Avanti thought theywere safe
when theygot themarriage cer-
tificate on June 10 and met
CyberabadPoliceCommissioner
VCSajjanar twodays later. Says
Sajjanar: “I instructed theChan-
danagarpolicestationtosummon
thewoman'sparentsandcounsel
them.As per the Inspector's re-
port,thewoman'sparentsagreed
toleavethecouplealone.”
The couple took a house on

rent inGachibowli, about12km
fromChandanagar.“Thelastthree
monthswerethebestdaysofmy
life,” saysAvanti. “Hemanth took
me tohis village inGuntur, and I
loved listening tohimreminisce
about his childhood, the anec-
dotes. Then, we went to
Vijayawadatovisitafewtemples.”

FULLREPORTSON
www.indianexpress.com
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HC steps in, asks officials to explain

Forensic report shows teen was not raped: Police

policeinthemiddleofthenight,
andwonderediftheauthorities
actedthusbecauseoftheireco-
nomic status. It also said that it
woulddecide “as to theneces-
sityofmonitoringtheinvestiga-
tion or getting it conducted
throughanindependentagency
asperlaw”.
TheBenchof JusticesRajan

Roy and Jaspreet Singh, that
quoted extensively from a re-
portbyThe IndianExpress that
appeared on Thursday, said
that while four accused had
beenarrestedandanSITsetup
toprobethematter,“However,
for themoment, we are con-
cerned with what has hap-
penedthereafter.Theincidents
which took place after the
death of the victim on
29.09.2020 leading up to her
cremation, as alleged, have
shockedourconscience,there-
fore, we are taking suo moto
cognizanceof thesame.”
Thecourtsaidthematteris

of “immense public impor-
tance and public interest” as
there are allegations of “high-
handedness by the state au-
thorities resulting in violation
of thebasichumanandfunda-

mental rights not only of the
deceasedvictimbutalsoofher
familymembers”.
Thejudgessaid,“Asitis,the

deceased victimwas treated
with extreme brutality by the
perpetrators of the crime, and
what is alleged to have hap-
pened thereafter, if true,
amounts to perpetuating the
misery of the family and rub-
bingsalt in theirwounds."
Thecourtsaidthatitwould

like to examine “whether the
economic and social status of
thedeceased'sfamilyhasbeen
takenadvantageofbythestate
authorities tooppress andde-
prive them of their
Constitutional rights”.
Quoting from The Express

report, the LucknowBench of
theHighCourtthattookupthe
matter added, “In this regard
we have taken note of a news
reported in Indian Express,
Lucknow edition dated
01.10.2020, with the headline
‘U.P. Police out in full force to
cremate Hathras women,
away fromfamily’... Asper the
saidreport, ‘Fromthemoment
the body of the deceased vic-
tim left Delhi’s Safdarjung

Hospital at 9:30 pm on
Tuesday to a hurried crema-
tion in a Hathras village 200
kilometersawayat3:30amon
Wednesday, itwasmarkedby
a disregard to protocol and
high handedness by a police
force that did not let her fam-
ilyperformher last rites’.”
The courtmentioned that

thereportquotedthefatheras
saying that thewoman'sbody
was released from hospital
withoutthembeinginformed,
anddenyingthepoliceversion
that the family had said that
the timing of the cremation
would not matter. The court
also citedothermedia reports
regarding thematter.
The Bench instructed offi-

cialstoensurenopressurewas
exerted on the family mem-
bersof thedeceasedvictim.
Thecourt said thataccord-

ing to reports, the cremation
wasdone"around2-2.30am".
It said the family of the de-
ceased follows Hindu tradi-
tions, "according towhich last
rites are not performed after
sunsetandbeforedaybreak”.
The judgeswent on to cite

MahatmaGandhi,saying,“This

is a time to strengthen our re-
solve to live up to the ideas
which'Bapu'stoodfor,but,un-
fortunately, ground realities
areverydifferentfromthehigh
values propagated and prac-
tised by the Father of our
Nation.”
Thecourtsaidthesuomotu

PIL would be heard by an ap-
propriate Bench and a record
keptofallnewsitemsreferred
by it. It said themedia organi-
sations concerned would be
requestedtoproducetherele-
vantmaterial and content on
thebasisofwhichtheyhadre-
ported thematter.
Theofficialssummonedby

the court on October 12 in-
clude the Additional Chief
Secretary/Principal Secretary
(Home), the DGP, Additional
Director General (Law and
Order), the Hathras District
Magistrate and Superin-
tendent of Police. The officials
havebeentoldtopresenttheir
versionoftheeventswithsup-
porting material, and an up-
dateonthestatusof theprobe.
TheBenchalsosoughtareport
from the District Judge,
Hathras.

&Order), said, “As per the FSL
(forensicsciencelaboratory)re-
port,nosemenorsemenexcre-
tionwas found in the viscera
sample.Thepostmortemreport
states that the cause of death
was due to trauma caused by
the assault. Despite the state-
mentsbyofficials, somewrong
informationwas circulated in
themedia.”
The 19-year-old had been

admitted to hospital in anun-
conscious state on September
14.Sheregainedconsciousness
onSeptember22andrecorded
astatementbeforeamagistrate
sayingshehadbeenraped.
Thewoman’s postmortem

report, by SafdarjungHospital,
putsthecauseofdeathasacer-
vicalspine(neck)injury,caused
byindirectblunttrauma.
Four men have been ar-

rested—Sandeep,20,hisuncle
Ravi,35,andtheirfriendsRamu,
26,andLuvKush,23.
Thepolicehavemaintained

that in their initial complaint
basedonwhichanFIRwasfiled
onSeptember14,thefamilyhad
only said that thewomanhad
beenassaultedandnorapewas
mentioned.HathrasSPVikrant
Virhadsaidtheyhadwaitedfor

thewomantoregainconscious-
ness.“Duringheradmission(to
hospital), therewere times she
was awakebutwasnot in a fit
statetogiveaversion.On22nd,
she gave a statement alleging
that she had been gangraped
anditwasrecordedinfrontofa
magistrate.Weaddedtherele-
vant actions of gangrape and
twopersonswerearrested.”
The ADG reiterated this at

thepressconference:“Thefam-
ily,intheirinitialcomplaint,had
onlymentionedmaarpeet, and
norapewasmentioned.”
He alleged an attempt “to

createcastetensionsandcause
socialdisharmony”.“Thosepeo-
plewere trying to cause caste-
based violence by putting out
twisted facts in themedia. The
police,sinceday1,hasbeencar-
rying out due investigation
whichwill continue to be car-
riedout.Thereisalsoanattempt
todefame thedepartmentand
wewill initiate action against
suchpersonswhodoso.”
Thepostmortemreport,by

the Department of Forensic
Medicine and Toxicology,
VardhamanMahavir College
and SafdarjungHospital, says
thewomandieddue to“injury

tothecervicalspine(neck)pro-
ducedbyindirectblunttrauma
anditsresultantsequelae(con-
ditionduetoapreviousdisease
or injury)”. “The ligaturemark
on the neck is consistentwith
strangulationbutitdidnotcon-
tributetodeathinthiscase.”
Thepostmortemreportalso

states that thevictim’s “hymen
showed multiple old healed
tears”,andthatthe“analorifice
showedoldhealedtear”.
The report alsonotes that a

medical examination by the
Aligarhhospitalwhereshewas
takenfirst,datedSeptember22,
hadnotedthe ligaturemarkon
herneckconsistentwithstran-
gulation, and had found evi-
denceof rapeinconclusive.The
Aligarhhospitalhadsentasam-
pleforforensictests.Safdarjung
Hospitalhasalsopreservedvis-
ceraforforensicanalysis.
Thedeathsummary,by the

DepartmentofNeurosurgeryat
SafdarjungHospital, says there
was an allegedhistory of rape
andstrangulationonSeptember
14. The causeof death is provi-
sional till thechemical analysis
ofthevisceraisdone,thereport
says. The woman had been
brought toSafdarjungHospital

aftertwoweeksatAligarh'sJNM
MedicalCollege,whenhercon-
ditiondeteriorated. Thevictim
diedat6.55amonTuesday,and
wascrematedat3ambythepo-
lice,withoutthepresenceofher
family,onWednesday.
Asavideosurfacedonsocial

media of him purportedly
telling the woman's family
members inHindi not to lose
their “vishwasniyata (credibil-
ity)",andthatwhileitwasupto
themchange their statements,
“kabhihumbhibadaljaayen(the
administrationcouldchangeas
well)”, District Magistrate
PraveenKumarLaxkartoldANI,
“Imetwithsixfamilymembers
of thevictimyesterdayandwe
spokeforaboutanhour-and-a-
half. Imetwith themagain to-
daytoseetheirpointofdiscon-
tent. I deny the negative
rumourswhich are rife about
my interactionswith them…
Theirmainpoint of apprehen-
sion is that the convicted be
punishedandhangedtodeath.
Itriedtoallaytheirfearsandtold
themthatthematterwouldbe
triedinafast-trackcourt.”
TheDMdidnot respond to

calls andmessages sent by The
IndianExpress.
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TheHathrasgangrape
andIndia’sentrenched
castesystem
NEWEPISODEEVERYDAY

Wetakea lookat theHathrascaseand
discuss theproblemsthat theDalit
community faceswhentryingtodealwith
thepoliceandthe judicial system.
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DELHI METRO is struggling to
maintainsocialdistancinginside
trainsduringpeakhours,partic-
ularly on five stretches, DMRC
saidinanadvisoryThursday,re-
questingpeople to stagger their
travel timings.
It said stretches on Red,

Green, Violet and Blue lines are
witnessing100%occupancydur-
ingmorning and evening peak
hoursunderthecurrentarrange-
mentswherealternate seatsare
leftvacantandalimitednumber
of people allowed to commute
while standing. “By 100% occu-
pancy,we donotmean coaches
are gettingoccupied likebefore.
Whatishappeningisthatduring
peakhours,trainsplyingonthese
stretchesarecarryingmaximum
number of passengers possible
underprevailingstandardoper-
ating procedure,” said a Delhi
Metrospokesperson.
Metrooperationsresumedon

September7afterremainingsus-
pendedforover fivemonthsdue
torestrictionsimposedtocurbthe
spread of Covid-19. Services
opened in agradedmanner, and
fullscaleoperationswererestored
onSeptember12.However,serv-
ices are governed by a newSOP
whichmandates several restric-
tions to ensure social distancing
inside trains and station areas.
Consequently,passengercapacity
hascomedownsignificantly.
“Inrecentdays,ithasbeenob-

servedthatcertainsectionsofthe
Metro network are showing a

trendwhereoccupancyistouch-
ingthe100%markduringmorn-
ing and evening peak hours.
During off-peak hours, occu-
pancy in the same sections is in
therangeof30-50%only, leaving
amplescopeforpeopletostagger
theirtravelfrompeakhourstothe
extentpossible andhavehassle-

free travelwith social distancing
inplace,”theDMRCadvisorysaid.
Metro said that such in-

stances of crowding may in-
crease travel timeasauthorities
will have to impose further re-
strictionsonentry tostations.
DelhiMetrohasbeenrunning

trains at peak hour frequency
throughtheday,doingawaywith
theconceptof off-peakhour fre-
quency,whichusedtobeinplace
between 11 am to 4pm. So, be-
tween8amand8pm, trains are
available at peakhour frequency
rangeof2mins45secs to6min-
utes.“Therefore,generalpublicis
onceagainrequestedto‘breakthe
peak’ by staggering their travel
timingstodecongestpeakhours,
andavailadditionalcapacityavail-
able during off-peak hours for
theirownconvenienceandsafety
amidstthepandemic,”saidDMRC
chiefspokespersonAnujDayal.

Metro struggles with social
distancing during peak hours

Wrestler who shot
dead taekwondo
player last Nov held

Total Vacant
HOSPITAL BEDS 15,831 9,724
VENTILATORS 1,320 514

Dailycases Recoveries Deaths Tests
Sep30 3,390 3,965 41 59,807
Oct1 3,037 3,167 40 55,423
Total 26,738* 2,50,613 5,401 31,35,388
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THEDELHIgovernmenthasde-
ferred the decision on imple-
mentingtherelaxationsoffered
under unlock 5.0 guidelines of
the Ministry of Home Affairs,
with Chief Secretary Vijay Dev
ordering“statusquo”.
The “status quo”,whichwill

continue to keep schools and
cinema halls shut among other
restrictions, will be in force till
October 31 “or further orders,
whichever is earlier”, according
totheorder issuedbyDev, inhis
capacity as the chairperson of
thestateexecutivecommitteeof
theDelhiDisasterManagement

Authority (DDMA).
The trial runof allowingbars

andweeklymarkets,whichwas
launched on September 9, has
been extended till October 31.
Under the prevailing arrange-
ments,twoweeklymarketsareal-
lowedperdayperzoneinallthree
municipalcorporationareas.The
Delhigovernmenthadpreviously
orderedthatallschoolsinthecap-
italwillremainshuttillOctober5.
The order stated that all so-

cial, academic, entertainment,
cultural,religious,politicalfunc-
tions and other gatherings and
large congregations will con-
tinuetobeprohibitedacrossthe
city. “However, maximum 50
peoplewill be allowed inmar-
riage-related gatherings and

maximum 20 people are al-
lowed in funeral and last rites-
relatedgatheringssubjecttoso-

cialdistancing,” theorder said.
OnWednesday, theMHA is-

sueditsunlock5.0guidelinesun-
derwhich states and UTs have
beenauthorised to take a call on
whether to open schools from
October 15 and also allow cine-
masandmultiplexestoopenwith
50%capacityfromthesamedate.
“TheDDMAwill take a con-

sidereddecisiononwhether to
implementtheMHAguidelines
soon.Fornow,theDelhigovern-
ment had suggested that all
weekly markets be allowed to
open but L-G Anil Baijal has
turned down the request. So
twomarketsper zonewill con-
tinue open as usual,” a Delhi
government official said, re-
questing anonymity.

The MHA has also relaxed
limits on gatherings, both out-
doorandindoor. “NowState/UT
governments have been given
flexibilitytopermitsuchgather-
ingsbeyondthelimitof100per-
sonsoutsidecontainmentzones,
afterOctober15,2020,”theMHA
said.However,forindoorspaces,
gatherings can’t exceed 50% of
thehall capacityor200people.
Meanwhile, cinema owners

calledthelatestguidelinesopti-
mistic. “... We are hopeful that
the state governmentswill give
us thegreensignal andallowus
toresumeoperationswithinthe
specified guidelines,” said Alok
Tandon,CEO, INOXLeisureLtd.
TheMultiplexAssociationof

India (MAI) said in a statement,

“Anurgentpermissionfromthe
state governments to reopen
cinemasintheirstateswouldgo
a substantial distance in ensur-
ing that the cinema exhibition
sector is able to quickly recover
from the dire economic and fi-
nancialimpactof theepidemic.”
OnThursday,Delhi reported

3,037 fresh Covid cases. The
death toll increased to 5,401,
with40newdeaths reported.

Aworkersanitisesseatsat
PVRPromenade inVasant
Kunj in July.Archive

1.DilshadGardento
ShastriPark
2.MundkatoKirtiNagar
3.KirtiNagar to
MandiHouse
4.NewBusAddato
DilshadGarden
5.EscortsMujesar to
Badarpur
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‘CROWDED’ STRETCHES Commuters lineupoutside
CentralSecretariat station.
PremNathPandey

3,037CASES,40DEATHSONTHURSDAY

Status quo on unlock 5 guidelines by govt,
theatres, schools to remain shut in capital

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
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DELHIPOLICECrimeBranchhas
arrested former JNU student
leader Umar Khalid in another
case related to the February
NortheastDelhiriots.Khalidhas
beenbookedinconnectionwith
the Khajuri Khas violence and
takenintothreedayspolicecus-
todybytheCrimeBranch,which
has been probing riot-related
cases, a seniorofficer said.
Acaseofriotingwasregistered

at Khajuri Khas police station in
which 15 people, including for-
merAAPcouncillorTahirHussain,

werearrestedfortheirallegedrole
in the riots that occurred at 2.15
pm on February 24 outside
Hussain’shouseinChandBagh.
Khalid has been in judicial

custodyinTiharafterhewasar-
rested on September 13 under
UAPA in a separate riots case. A
Delhicourthadsenthimtojudi-
cial custody tillOctober22.

SAKSHIDAYAL
GURGAON,OCTOBER1

ALMOST 11months after a 25-
year-olddistrictleveltaekwondo
playerwas shot dead, police ar-
rested a wrestler she hadmet
duringoneofhermatchesinan-
otherdistrictforthecrime.Police
said he hadmurdered her after
she refused tomarryhim.
The incident took place on

November12lastyear,whenthe
victim, Sarita, was shot dead at
her home. In her complaint to
police, Sarita's mother had ac-
cused a wrestler, Sombir, who
hails from Jhajjar, of the crime,
alleging that her daughter had
become acquainted with him
during one of her visits to an-
otherdistrict foramatch.
“The complainant had al-

leged that Sombir had started
pesteringherdaughtertomarry
himand,whensherefused,had
taken to threatening her family
and her,” said Subhash Boken,
PROofGurgaonPolice.
On November 12, the ac-

cused,policesaid,wenttoSarita’s
homeat4am.Hepointedapis-
tol at Sarita and demanded she
marryhim.Whensherefused,he
allegedly opened fire, shooting
her inherchestandthreatening
tomurder the rest of the family
whentheystartedtocallforhelp.
SaritawasrushedtoRockland

Hospital, Manesar, and suc-
cumbedtoinjuriesontheway.
Police had been conducting

investigations and raids atmul-
tipleplacessincelastyeartonab
the accused. A reward of Rs
25,000 had also been declared
for his arrest. Hewas finally ar-
restedfromRajasthanontheba-
sisof atipoff. “Duringquestion-
ing,heconfessedtoshootingthe
victim as she refused tomarry
him. Two cases had also been
registered against him prior to
themurder last year for harass-
ing and threatening Sarita. He
had been arrested in these but
wasoutonbail,” said thePRO.
“The accused also revealed

thatafterthemurder,hekepthid-
ing in different places in
Rajasthan andHaryana to evade
arrest. However, a tip off froma
source finally led to his arrest
fromGaneshpuravillageinDausa
tehsilofRajasthan,”saidBoken.
Policesaidtheaccused,along

with another person, was also
involvedinacaseofmobiletheft
in September this year.Heused
the stolen device to demand Rs
50 lakh from a shopkeeper. An
FIR has been lodged regarding
thematteratBilaspurpolicesta-
tion, saidpolice, addingthat the
stolenphonehasbeenrecovered
andthesecondaccusedarrested.
“Both accused have been pro-
duced in court today and taken
intopoliceremand,”saidBoken.

Scan the QR Code to
participate in the quiz
on Mahatma Gandhi

and Lal Bahadur Shastri

on their birth anniversary

Revered Bapu’s life reminds us to ensure
that our every action should be such that
it leads to the well-being of the poor and
deprived. Likewise, Shastri Ji’s life imparts
to us the message of humility and simplicity.
- NarendraModi
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GANDHIAN MESSAGE
WorkerscleaningastatueofMahatmaGandhi ontheeveofGandhi Jayanti, at theRashtriyaSwachhataKendra inRajghat
onThursday.AmitMehra

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER1

SOCIALACTIVISTHarshMander
Thursday said the National
Commission for Protection of
ChildRights (NCPCR) conducted
a“surpriseraid”ontwochildren’s
homeswithwhichhewas once
associated,demandingtoknow–
amongother things– if the chil-
drenhadparticipatedintheanti-
CAAprotests. “I learnt today that
NCPCRdescendedon a surprise
‘raid’ on twochildren’s homes in
Delhiwithwhich Ihavebeenas-
sociated in the past, Ummeed
AmanGharandKhushiRainbow
Home,onOctober1.Thiswasled
bychairpersonoftheNCPCRhim-
self,”Mandersaidinastatement.
NCPCR chairperson Priyank

Kanoongo said hewasn’t aware
thehomeswereassociatedwith
Mander.“It’sonlyafterreadinghis
statementthatIhavegottoknow
about it. There are more than
7,000 such homes, andwe had
gone to themaspart of our rou-
tineaudits,”hesaid.

OnwhethertheNCPCRasked
about children’s participation in
anti-CAAprotests, he said, “I can
only tell you once I have the re-
port infrontofme.”
Mander said the body had

“fourcentral focuses” in its raids.
“Themost importantwas if the
childrenparticipatedinanti-CAA
protests. The secondwas about
myassociationwiththehomes…
Thethirdwasonforeignfunding.
As it happens, Ummeed is en-
tirelyfundedfromIndiandonors.
Khushi also is largely supported
by Indian donors, but has some
foreigndonorsaswell.Thefourth
question was if we had given
sheltertoanyRohingyachildren.
Mycolleaguessaid…wedon’tfo-
cus on the identity of any child;
theonlythingimportantforusis
thatsheorhe ishomelessandin
need of care andprotection,” he
said,addingthathewasnolonger
“formallyassociated”withthese
homes.
OnMander’s allegations that

his associationwith the homes
wasprobed,Kanoongosaid, “He
cansaywhateverhewants”.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER1

DELHIPOLICEhasbookedsixcivil
defence personnel for allegedly
beating up a head constable, af-
ter a scuffle broke out between
themover issuing a challan for
not wearingmask properly. A
purported video of the incident,
whichtookplace inWestDelhi’s
Naraina, shows thegroupphysi-
callyassaultingthepoliceman.
Police said the complainant,

HCNaresh,postedinConnaught
Placepolicestation,sustainedin-
juries. Additional DCP (West)
Sameer Sharma said a case has
been registered against the civil
defence personnel on the com-
plaintof theheadconstable.
Inthevideo,thegroupcanbe

seenholdingNareshandthrash-
ing him. One of themholds the
head constable by his collar and
dragshimwhileanothermanhits
him on his face. Another man
beatshimwithabaton.
According to police, the inci-

dent took place onWednesday
evening at a traffic signal in
NarainaVihar,whenHCNaresh
whowasonhisbike,wasstopped
bycivildefencepersonnel foral-
legedlynotwearingamaskprop-
erly.Later,anargumentbrokeout
between themover it and they
physicallyassaultedNaresh.“Our
initialinvestigationssuggeststhe
head constable waswearing a
mask but he had lowered it and
wasstoppedbycivildefencestaff.
Whenconfronted,ascufflebroke
out,”saidaseniorofficer.
However, there are also alle-

gationsthattheHChadpusheda
woman civil defence personnel
when she stopped him for not
properlywearingmask,andthat
ledtotheargument,policesaid.

‘Fourthsero
surveytostart
in10-15days’
New Delhi: The fourth
roundofserosurveillance
in Delhi will start in the
next 10-15 days, said
Delhi Health Minister
Satyendar Jain Thursday
whileannouncingthere-
sults of the third survey
whichweresubmittedto
Delhi High Court
Wednesday. “This time,
the sample size was di-
vided in 282wards and
was geographically
spread among the city
due towhich the preva-
lence rate has changed a
bit. The next survey...will
beconductedinthesame
format,”saidJain.

Newoffice
bearers in
DelhiBJP
NewDelhi:DelhiBJPpres-
ident Adesh Gupta
Thursday announced
namesofnewstateoffice-
bearers, includingKuljeet
Chahal, Dinesh Pratap
SinghandHarshMalhotra
asgeneralsecretaries. The
new team will face the
next big electoral task in
the2021MCDelections.

Paneltolook
atexploitation
ofdomestic
workers
NewDelhi:TheDelhiHigh
Court has constituted a
high-level committee to
prepareanactionplanfor
enforcement of regula-
tions framed in 2014 to
prevent exploitation of
domestic workers en-
gaged through private
placementagencies,not-
ing that theDelhi Private
Placement Agencies
(Regulation)Order,2014,
wasnotbeingprimafacie
implemented.

‘Install flow
metersonall
networks’
NewDelhi:DelhiJalBoard
Vice-Chairman Raghav
ChadhaThursdaydirected
officials for 100% installa-
tionof flowmetersacross
theBoard’swaternetwork
byOctober30.

Coupleheld
forcheating
NewDelhi:DelhiPolicehas
arrested ahusband-wife
duo, who allegedly ran
awaywith themoney in-
vestedbypeopleinalocal
chitfundrunbythem.

IITstartupgets
govtfundsfor
N95maskunit
NewDelhi:AnIIT-Dstart-
up, Nanoclean, has got
governmentgrantstoset
up what it claims to be
the largest government-
fundedN95maskmanu-
facturing plant in the
country, in Greater
Noida.ENS
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DIPANITANATH
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER1

THESANITISERisbeingsprayed
everywhere — on costumes,
props, light and sound equip-
ment, chairs for the audience
andthegrassoftheopen-airthe-
atre— as theNational School of
Drama (NSD) in Delhi prepares
to stage its first play since the
country closed all theatres and
went into total lockdown in
March.PehlaSatyagrahi,written
by Ravindra Tripathi and di-
rected by Suresh Sharma,

Director-in-chargeofNSD,traces
the transformation of M K
Gandhi from a lawyer in South
Africa to one of the strongest
forces against colonial rule in
India. The play will mark the
birth anniversary of the
Mahatma with a shows on
October2,3and4.
“Thisisourfirstperformance

in the new normal era. Our
process of making the play as
wellaspreparingfortheshowis
different from before. For the
firsttime,wewillhavesanitisers
at the gate, temperature checks
and the audiencewill be seated

with a space of six feet,” says
Sharma.
The novelmethodology be-

gan on September 8, when
artistes were allowed in for a
reading of the script after their
Covid status was checked and
foundtobenegative. “Wemade
a roster, with half the 18-mem-
ber cast coming in on alternate
days.Thepandemicalsoresulted
in the longest gap in the careers
of the performers and we
needed to recall the story and
bringbackthepaceandrhythm
of theshow,” saysSharma.
PehlaSatyagrahi, a2019play,

hasfamouslybeenperformedto
anaudienceof3,500ataghat in
Varanasi but every other per-
formancehasbeeninhalls,such
as Sammukh on the NSD cam-
pus. Now, the actors, who re-
hearsedforthe27x30ftspaceat
Sammukh, are working in a
40x36space in theopenair.
Tomakeitmorechallenging,

audienceswillbewearingmasks
thatconcealfacialexpressionsso
that actors will be unable to

“read the hall" as they perform.
“There will be a barrier to the
communicationandexchangeof
energy that happens between
actors and audiences during a
performance,” says Sharma, a
veteran actor who has played
Maulana Azad in Tripurari
Sharma’sAzadMaulana.
As the performers rehearse

overtime for theplay, Sharma is
waiting to see if the audience
will showfor liveperformances
and if their expectations have
changedduring thepandemic.
Across the country, the pan-

demic has dealt a body blow to

artisteswhohavebeendeprived
of their livelihood and the
medium of expression. Play
readings and performances be-
gan online butmost lacked the
vibrancyof a live show.
Peoplewho come to NSD to

watch Pehla Satyagrahiwill be
treatedtoanewsong,depicting
a conversationwhen Gandhi is
about to leave South Africa and
come to India. “I am optimistic
that the show will go on. We
would like to keep the theatre
buzzingwith plays, such as Taj
MahalkaTender,everyalternate
Saturday,” saysSharma.

Fromanearlierperformance
of theplayatNSD

‘OUR FIRST PERFORMANCE IN THE NEW NORMAL ERA’

Sanitiser, masks in lead roles as NSD preps for first show post lockdown

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, OCTOBER1

ADELHIcourtdismissedthebail
plea of an accused arrested in
connectionwith themurder of
headconstableRatanLalduring
theFebruaryNortheastDelhiri-
ots. Initsorder, itsaidrioters, in-
cluding “burqa-clad women,
were clearly seen attacking the
policeparty”,whichprimafacie
indicated that therewas a con-
spiracy to block theWazirabad
road, and if resisted by police,
could go to anyextent “to liqui-
date thembyuseof force”.
Theobservationsweremade

by Additional Sessions Judge
Vinod Yadav in a bail order of
MohdArif,whowasrepresented
byhiscounselMehmoodPracha.
Observing that the charges

againsttheapplicantareserious
in nature, public witnesses in
thematter are residents of the
same locality, and the possibil-
ity of applicant threatening or
intimidatingthemif releasedon
bailatthisstagecannotberuled
out, the court dismissed Arif’s
bail.
Going through the state-

ments of witnesses as well as
CCTV footage, the court said it
wasprima facieevident thaton
February 24, from 11 am on-

wards, “therewas somekindof
buzzaroundandthepersonsof
a particular community are
clearly seenchargedup”.
Stating that the scene of

crimewas in front of the anti-
CAA protest site, the court
stated, “It is clearly evident that
protestors, organisers, moti-
vated persons in themob, and
certain unscrupulous elements
had surrounded the scene of
crime and appeared to be fully
equippedwith riotingmaterial
like stones, sticks, sharp-edged
weapons and other sort of raw
weapons. Even burqa-clad
womenare clearly seen attack-
ing the police partywith sticks
and other material in their
hands, and they clearly ap-
peared to be charged up. It has
also come on record that some
of the persons of the mob had
takenpossessionof therooftops
of high-rise buildings at or
around 25 feet road, having
firearms and other riotingma-
terial with them. All this prima
facie indicates that everything
was being done under a well-
hatched conspiracy, the com-
mon object whereof was to
cause blockade of the main
Wazirabad road and if resisted
by the police, then to go to any
extent to liquidate thembyuse
of force.”

SAKSHIDAYAL
GURGAON,OCTOBER1

A22-YEAR-OLDmanhasbeenar-
restedbyFaridabadPolice foral-
legedly sexually assaulting an
eight-year-oldgirlwholivednext
doortohim.
According to police, the inci-

dent tookplace around1 amon
the intervening night of
WednesdayandThursday.Inher
complaint to police, the child’s
mother has stated that she and
herhusbandweresleepingonthe
terraceof theirhomewhiletheir
two daughters — aged five and
eight—weresleepingintheroom
downstairs.Shesaidheryounger
daughtercameupstairsandtold
themthathersisterwascrying.
“When thewomanwent to

checkonthechild,shesawaman
running from the roomand im-
mediately alerted her husband
and other neighbours. The ac-
cused,however,managedtoflee,”
saidSubeSingh,PROofFaridabad
Police.
The child, meanwhile, was

rushed to BK Hospital, from
where she was referred to
SafdarjungHospitalinDelhi.Her
conditionisstable,saidpolice.
Sources inthepolicesaidshe

hadbeen referred to Safdarjung
due to the “superior facilities
availablethere”,andthatshedid
nothaveanyseriousinjuries.
“AnFIRwasimmediatelyreg-

istered regarding thematterun-
der sections of the Protection of
Children from Sexual Offences
(POCSO)Act,andtheaccusedwas
identified and arrestedwithin
half an hour. He is a neighbor of
thevictim’sfamilyandhailsfrom
Bihar,”saidthePRO.
“Furtherinvestigationswillbe

conducted in the matter and
every effortwill bemadeon the
partofpolicetoprovidejusticeto
thevictim,”hesaid.

Thevictimhasbeen
referredtoSafdarjung
hospitalwhereher
conditionisstable: cops

Faridabad man held
for ‘sexual assault’ of
8-yr-old neighbour

‘PUSADECOMPOSER’ TOBEUSED INUP,HARYANA,PUNJAB,ONTRIALBASIS

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER1

MICROBE-BASED ‘Pusa
Decomposer’capsules,developed
by ICAR-Indian Agricultural
Research Institute (IARI) toman-
agepaddystubbleinfields,willbe
used on a trial basis in Punjab,
Haryana,UttarPradeshandDelhi
this year, Union Environment
Minister Prakash Javadekar said
Thursday.
The announcement was

made after a review meeting
chairedbyJavadekarwithminis-
ters and officials from four NCR
statesandPunjabfortacklingair
pollution in the region during
winters, whichworsens due to
stubbleburning.
Javadekar said, “ICAR

throughitsPusaInstitutehasde-
veloped a decomposer. Trial of
thisdecomposerwillbedonein

all(stubbleburning)states.After
the trial on thousands of
hectares, it will be scaled up in
thenextyearbasedonresults.”
On September 26, Delhi CM

Arvind Kejriwal had urged the
minister ina letter toencourage
stubble burning states around
Delhi tousetheIARI technology
for decomposing paddy straws
left in the fieldafterharvest.
UnionMinistry officials said

the trial will be done on 100
hectares of land in Punjab and
Haryana, 800 hectares inDelhi,
and10,000hectaresinUP,which
has been experimenting with
suchtechnologysincethreeyears.
The ‘Pusa Decomposer’ can

rapidly degradepaddy straws in
the field and convert them into
compost, which then does not
poseanyissuesforthesowingof
wheatcrops,asperIARIscientists.
Institute director A K Singh

hassaidthecapsules,containing

seven strains of fungi, are to be
mixedwithwater,150gmsofjag-
geryand50gmsofbesan,topre-
pare a 25-litre solution that can
besprayedon1hectareof field.
It costs Rs 300 per acre and

was licensed to four companies
in2019andtwo in2020.
To quickly clear their fields

before plantingwheat crops in
OctoberandNovember,farmers
in Punjab and Haryana — two
main stubble burning states —
usually set fire to crop residue
left after harvest of paddy. IARI
scientists said farmers have
about 20-25 days between
clearing their fields of paddy
strawsandsowingwheatcrops
— enough time for thedecom-
poser solution towork.
Javadekar said as a result of

severalstepstakenbytheCentre
and states, pollution levels in
Delhihavecomedownand‘good’
air quality days have increased
from108in2016to182in2019.
He said this year, NCR states

have been asked to focus on air
pollution hotspots and address
problems there. In themeeting,
suggestionswere given to states
on how they can address these
problems: “All stateswere told
that Covid affects our lungs, and

airpollutionalsohasabadimpact
onthem.Therefore,airpollution
canmake (Covid-19) situation
more serious. Punjabwas told it
should educate farmers in high
stubble burning areas that their
familieswouldbeaffectedfirst.”
He said the Centre has pro-

videdfundsworthRs1,700crore
toHaryana,PunjabandUPinthe
lastthreeyearsforstubbleman-
agement. Javadekar added that
50teamsoftheCentralPollution
Control Boardwill monitor the
stubble burning issue this year
and review the situation with
thestateseveryday.
“Therehasbeenreductionin

stubble burning in three years,
butwehavetoreduce it further.
But this isnot theonly sourceof
pollution... Even on dayswhen
its contribution is 40%, the re-
maining60%isfromsources, in-
cluding unpaved roads, waste
burning, etc,”headded.

Farmers in stubble burning states
to get new tech, says Javadekar

UnionEnvironment
MinisterPrakash Javadekar

Child homes linked
to Mander raided,
NCPCR says routine
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SHINYVARGHESE
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER1

COURT-ORDEREDcompensatory
plantation in Central Ridge has
comeundercloudwithenviron-
mentalist PradipKrishen raising
objectiontonon-nativetreesbe-
ing planted in the eco-sensitive
area,whichhas been takenover
bytheinvasivevilayatikikar.
The environmentalist, who

hasworked on native and non-
native trees in different parts of
the country, said jamun, gular,
sirus, kasod andmaulshree trees
being planted in the Ridge are
waterguzzlersandnon-adaptive
to the ridge ecosystem. He also
raisedconcernsontheuseofex-
cavators to help plant the
saplings and haswritten to the
DelhiEnvironmentDepartment.
Trees like jamun and gular are
found along perennial streams,
andkasod isn’t fromtheregion.
Asonewalks into theCentral

Ridge, past kikar and the polo
grounds, resilientdhau trees, na-
tivetotheregion,standtall.Afew
metresin,however,tracksleftbe-
hindbyexcavatorscanbespotted.
In a written clarification to

Krishen’s reservations, the de-
partmenthasdefendeditsdeci-
sion.“Theschemeof theplanta-
tion has been such that Ridge
species can adapt to the Ridge
environmenteasilyandacceler-
ate ecological restoration... for
creating awonderful and com-
pletely sustainable natural for-
est in thisarea,” it said.
The Indian Express also

reached out to Principal Chief
Conservator of Forests Ishwar
Singh, who said, “The trees are
beingplantedaspertheHC’sor-
der. Thecourthadspecified that
thesaplingsshouldbemorethan
six feet high and three-and-a-
halfyearsold.Accordingly,pitsof
appropriate depthwere dug for

tall saplings... manually, but at a
fewplaceswhere soil was hard
androcky,theexcavatormachine
wasused.Effortsweremadenot
todamageanygroundflora.”
Forest officials said the court

hadaskedfor1.40lakhtreestobe
planted in the area. The saplings
arebeingbroughtby individuals
onwhompenalties have been
imposedby the court. However,
duetoalackofspace,only32,000
saplingshavebeenplantedinthe
lastyear-and-a-half;thecourthas
beeninformed.Ithasorderedfor
plantation of a further 9,000
saplings,saidofficials.
Krishen,meanwhile,calledit

aresultof“misguidedplanting”:
“These mistakes have been
made... since 1911, when the
BritishthoughtProsopisjuliflora
was themost useful, evergreen
vegetation for the Ridge. Today,
more than 90% is only kikar. It
outperformseveryotherspecies
and discourages anything from
growingtooclose.Intheprocess,
ephemeralflora,theunderstorey
of the forest floor and native
planting is compromised. If
plantinghastobedone,thereare
numerousdegradedsitesacross
thecity. It canbedone there...”
Delhi’senvironmentministry

initsclarificationalsosaidtheplan
for ecological restoration of the
CentralRidge(for423hectares)is
awaitingCabinet’snod.

WithInputsbyShivamPatel

Trackmarks leftbehindby
theexcavators

In Central Ridge
area, questions
on tree plantation

Court denies bail to
riot accused in head
constable’s murder

Civil defence
staff booked
for beating
up cop

Agrabfromthevideo

New Delhi
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ADVERTORIAL *An initiative by

MAHATMA Gandhi said
“Sanitation is more impor-
tant than independence.”

He made cleanliness and sanitation
an integral part of the Gandhian way
of living. His dream was total sanita-
tion for all.

Dream of a clean India is still un-
fulfilled. To complete this dream of
Gandhiji and to increase the aware-
ness of citizens, on October 2, 2014,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
launched a nation-wide cleanliness
campaign on the occasion of Ma-
hatma Gandhi's birth anniversary.
The concept of Swachh Bharat is to
provide sanitation facilities to every
family, including toilets, solid and liq-
uid waste disposal systems, village
cleanliness, and safe and adequate
drinking water supply.

The performance of Uttarakhand's
urban bodies in the Cleanliness Survey
2020 has been impressive. Uttarak-
hand has received three National
Awards this time:
■ Municipal corporation Dehradun

achieved 1st rank among all Na-
gar Nigam in
Uttarakhand

■ Uttarakhand got third prize for
best performing state in cleanli-
ness

■ Nagar Panchayat Nand Prayag
ranked first in the country in citi-
zen feedback category

■ Almora Cantt Board got third
place in Citizen Feedback category
Improvement in performan-

ce of big cities of Uttarakhand
The cities of Uttarakhand have per-

formed much better than last year.
Last year, Dehradun reached the rank
of 124 from 384. This year, Roorkee
has reached 231 from 281, Kashipur
from 304 to 139, Haldwani from 350
to 229, Haridwar has reached from
376 to 244 and Rudrapur from 403 to
316, Uttarakhand has been ranked
third in the Best Performing State na-
tionally in the awards announced by

the Cleanliness Survey 2020. On the
other hand, in the category of bodies
with population less than one lakh,
Nagar Panchayat Nand Prayag has
won the first prize in the country in
the Citizen Feed Back category and
Almora Cantt Board has received the
third prize.

Chief Minister Trivendra Singh
Rawat, while congratulating the
awarding bodies in the cleanliness
survey, said that the bodies will have
to work beyond this spirit. There is
still a lot of improvement in the area
of ??cleanliness. He said that in the
category of cities with more than one
lakh population, the sanitation rank-
ing of six bodies of the state has im-

proved. With the help of cleanliness,
we can prevent many diseases.

GANGA CLEANLINESS GOT A
BIG BOOST FROM NAMAMI
GANGE MISSION
A total of six mega projects through
video conferencing were inaugurated
under Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's 'Namami Gange Mission' in
Uttarakhand. These projects include
upgrading the existing 27 MLD STP
at Jagjitpur, development of 68 MLD
sewage treatment plant (STP) as well
as construction of 18 MLD STP at
Sarai in Haridwar. Apart from this,
'Ganga Darshan' was also inaugu-
rated by PM Modi, which is the first

museum to show the biodiversity, cul-
ture and rejuvenation activities car-
ried out in the river. The museum,
Ganga Avalochan, is situated on the
Chandi Ghat of Haridwar.

The inauguration of the 68 MLD
STP project at Jagjitpur by PM Modi
also marks the completion of the first
sewerage project which was taken on
the hybrid annuity public-private part-
nership (PPP) model. In Rishikesh, PM
Modi also inaugurated 26 MLD STP at
Lakkadghat.About 80% of the waste-
water in the Ganges is contributed by
the Haridwar-Rishikesh region and
the inauguration of these STPs in the
state of Uttarakhand will play a ma-
jor role in keeping the holy Ganges
river clean.

The 7.5 MLD STP at Chandreshwar
Nagar in Muni Ki Reti City will be the
first four-storey STP in the country.This
STP developed over an area of ??less
than 900 square meters, which is
about 30% of the area requirement for
an STP of such capacity. In Uttarak-
hand,a total of 30 projects to take care
of pollution from 17 cities near the
Ganges River are now fully completed,
which is a historic achievement.

Moving up the ladder

TODAY, Rishikesh is being recognised
asYoga Capital.At the international
level,Rishikesh is maintaining its own
identity. In such a situation it is the re-
sponsibility of all of us to make our in-
valuable contribution in keeping the city
clean and tidy.

The Municipal Corporation of
Rishikesh is running a massive campaign
to make the city clean under the Swachh
BharatAbhiyan.There has been a signifi-
cant improvement in the ranking of the
city in the Swachhata survey.

ANITA MAMGAIN (MAYOR)
Municipal Corporation, Rishikesh

OUR honourable Prime Minister Mr Narendra
Modi on October 2,2014, launched Swachh
Bharat Mission,a massive mass movement to
clean India on the occasion of Gandhi Jayanti.
Mahatma Gandhi devoted his life to attain
Swarajya for our country.Now the time has
come to devote ourselves toward“Swachhata”.

Keeping that in mind,Nagar Nigam Dehradun
has also taken the initiative of Swachh Bharat
Mission and its various aspects such as people
awareness,making city open defecation free,
segregation of waste etc.

To keep our country clean Swachh Survekshan
Drive/competition is being conducted every year
in which Nagar Nigam Dehradun has been par-
ticipating and doing better every year,because
of which we were able to achieve 124th Rank
out of 382 among all other Nagar Nigam,and
1st rank in Uttarakhand.This is done by the sup-
port of each citizen of Dehradun.

Like every year, this year too we are participat-
ing in Swachh Survekshan-2021. In which we
need your support.You can help us by doing
some work like-
■Keep your surrounding clean by giving your

garbage to Nagar Nigam door to door collec-
tion vehicle.

■Segregate your home waste into dry,wet and
hazardous waste.

■Don’t use single use plastic.
■Don’t leave your construction and demolition

waste on road sides/street.
■By coming together we can make our Doon

‘Clean Doon, Green Doon’!

SUNIL UNIYAL “GAMA” (MAYOR)
Nagar Nigam Dehradun

IN Swachh Survekshan-2020,municipal
corporation Dehradun achieved 1st rank
among all Nagar Nigam in Uttarakhand
by the support of doonist which is 124th
out of 382 cities. In the previous year we
were ranked 384.And in upcoming
Swachh Survekshan-2021 we are trying
to achieve our best and come under top
50 cleanest cities in India.

To achieve our goal/target we (Doon-
ist) need to make sure that:
■No garbage should be visible in our sur-

rounding.
■Give all your garbage to Nagar Nigam

Dehradun’s waste collector.
■Segregate your waste into dry,wet,and

hazardous.
■Don’t use single use plastic and don’t

leave your construction and demolition
waste on road sides/street.

■By coming together we can make our
city 1st in SS-2021.

Clean Doon, Green Doon!

VINAY SHANKAR PANDEY (IAS)
(Municipal Commissioner)
Nagar Nigam Dehradun

New Delhi
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DELHICONFIDENTIAL

RALLY PLAN
HOMEMINISTER Amit Shah, who has been keeping away
frompublicmeetingsduetohealthreasons,isexpectedtoad-
dress a public rally in north Bengal soon. According to BJP
sources, Shah is likely to visit the state betweenOctober 10
and20,anditwillprobablybehisfirstpublicappearancesince
hishospitalstay.Shah’srallycouldalsolaunchtheBJP’scam-
paignaheadofnextyear’sAssemblyelection.Shahhadanal-
most four-hour-longmeetingwith BJP leaders fromBengal
onThursdaytodiscusspartystrategyforthepoll-boundstate.
The party has also sought PrimeMinister NarendraModi’s
timeso thathecanvisit thestateduringDurgaPuja.

TAKEN BY SURPRISE
THEREWASspeculationallthroughWednesdaythatPriyanka
GandhiVadramaygo toHathras. ButRahulGandhi’s plan to
go to Hathras came as a surprise tomany Congress leaders.
SomeweretoldabouttheplanonlywhentheyreachedSonia
Gandhi’s 10 Janpath residence in themorning. Interestingly,
the UP Police, which arrested Rahul, Priyanka and other
Congress leaders, did not just release them from the Buddh
International Circuit guest house but also escorted them all
theway to 10 Janpath. The ideawas to ensure that Congress
leadersdon’tproceedtoHathrasaftertheirrelease.WithRahul
set to embark on a kisan yatra from Saturday, it will be
Priyankawhowill take forward theHathrascampaign.

BIDDING FAREWELL
LATEUNIONministerSureshAngadi’sabsencewaspalpableat
themonthlyretirementfunctionofRailways.MinisterPiyush
Goyalsaidthatcontinuingtoworkforthegoodofrailwaysand
society even after retirementwould be a fitting homage to
Angadi.Severaltop-levelretireessaiditfeltstrangetonothave
Angadiattheevent.Duringthepandemic,suchfunctionshave
shifted to video-conference andAngadi rarelymissed any of
those.AlongwithtwoRailwayBoardmembers,around2,100
officialsretiredonThursdayintheIndianRailways,andtheVC
platformmadesureallof themcouldbepartof the function.

SHUBHAJITROY
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER1

INDIAONThursday reachedout
toMyanmar and agreed to pro-
videdebtservicereliefunderthe
G-20 Debt Service Suspension
Initiative and hoped that this
would further helpmitigate the
impactofCOVID-19.
ThiswasconveyedbyForeign

Secretary Harsh Vardhan
Shringla,whoheldForeignOffice
consultationswith aMyanmar
delegation led by Permanent
SecretaryUSoeHanthroughvir-
tualmode.
The Permanent Secretary

reaffirmedMyanmar’s commit-
ment to strengthen its time-
testedpartnershipwithIndiafor
mutual benefit of the twocoun-
tries.Healsoexpressedapprecia-
tionforCOVID-relatedanddevel-
opment assistance extended by
India. He thanked India for pro-
viding debt service relief under
theG-20DebtServiceSuspension
Initiative for theperiodMay1 to
December31,2020.
“We aremeeting in excep-

tionaltimesthathavethrownup
challenges but also avenues and
opportunitiestocollaborateindi-
vergent andmultifaceted areas.

India is prepared to continue to
extend all possible support to
Myanmar in mitigating the
health and economic impact of
COVID-19,” Shringla said at the
meeting.
With respect to the COVID

vaccine, he toldMyanmar that
NewDelhi stands committed to
sharing its capabilities with its
strategic partners, including
Myanmar.
On the issue of Rohingya

refugees, he said, “Ourworkun-
dertheBorderAreaDevelopment
Programme and Rakhine State
Development Programme con-
tinues apace. Recently,wehave
entered into a trilateral coopera-
tionwith Japan on the Rakhine
Stateunderwhichwewill create
soft infrastructure for15schools.
Our efforts towards ensuring an
early,safeandsustainablerepatri-
ationof internallydisplacedper-
sonstoMyanmarwillcontinue.”
India’sassistancetoMyanmar

isaround$1.4billion.Despitethe
challenges caused by the pan-
demic,theyareworkingtowards
operationalising Sittwe Port by
thefirstquarterofnextyear.With
respect to the 69 bridges on the
Trilateral Highway, he said they
willsoonbemovingforwardwith
thetenderingprocess.

IRAMSIDDIQUE
BHOPAL,OCTOBER1

AHEADOF theNovember 3 by-
pollsto28seats,theCongresshas
preparedseparatemanifestosfor
eachof the28constituencies.
Themanifestos,eachaddress-

ing region-specific issues, are set
tobereleasednextweek.
InanotepreparedforDimani

constituency—oneofthe16seats
inChambal-Gwaliorregionwhich
is a stronghold of Jyotiraditya
Scindia— the Congress has fo-
cused on opening the Kolaser
sugarfactorytoenablesugarcane
farmers to sell their produceat a
higherrate.Theyhavealsoprom-
isedauniversityandmedicalcol-
legeinChambalregion,toiletsfor
women,restroomsonmajorroads

andabridgeoverChambalriver.
In themanifesto for Sanver

constituency in Indore, the
Congress has assured an indus-
trial township andwomen self-
help groups. They have also
promisedthattheareasurround-
ing twoHanuman templeswill
be identified as pilgrimage sites.
They have assured electricity at
subsidisedrates.
Theregion-specificmanifestos

werethebrainchildofformerChief
MinisterKamalNath,accordingto
district president for Gwalior-
ChambalregionsKKMishra.“The

geography of the state differs
greatlyacrossregions,sotheprob-
lemsvaryaswell. This iswhydif-
ferentmanifestos foreachregion
wereformulated,”saidMishra.
TheCongressadoptedasimi-

lar strategy, thoughona smaller
scale, forthe2018election.
TheCongresshasdeclared its

candidates for24of the28 seats.
The rulingBJP isyet toannounce
its candidates, but sources said
that25of itsnomineeswouldbe
thosewhohaddefectedfromthe
Congress.
The Congress has also an-

nouncedthat itwillgive jobstoa
familymemberof apersonwho
has succumbed toCOVID-19. “If
wecometopower,wewillensure
ajobforonememberof thefam-
ily,” saidCongress spokesperson
BhupendraGupta.

OMKARGOKHALE
MUMBAI,OCTOBER1

THE BOMBAY High Court on
Thursday said that in a democ-
racy citizens are free to express
theirviews,buttheyhavetoen-
sure thatwhile exercising their
righttheydon’tviolatesomeone
else’s constitutional rights.
Thecourtalsoobserved that

criticism of persons holding
public posts has become ram-
pantonsocialmedia,addingthat
suchpersonsshouldhavetheca-
pacity to bear it. However, it
added that citizens should also
exercise restraint to the extent
thatthedignityof thepostisnot
abused.
A division bench of Justice S

S Shinde and JusticeMSKarnik

was hearing a plea filed by 32-
year-old Nagpur resident
SameetRakeshThakkar,through
advocateAbhinavChandrachud,
seeking to quash an FIR regis-
teredagainsthimoverhistweets
against Chief Minister Uddhav
Thackerayandhis sonandmin-
isterAadityaThackeray.Thakkar
had also sought interimprotec-
tion from arrest, pending hear-
ing in thecase.
The FIR was registered

against Thakkar afterMumbai-
based advocate Dharmendra
Mishra, a legal consultant for
Shiv Sena, filed a complaint be-
fore V PMarg police station on
July 2 over his two tweets on
June1and June30.
Thakkar, who is followed by

PrimeMinisterNarendraModi's
Twitter handle, had referred to

Uddhav Thackeray as
‘Aurangzeb’ and Aaditya
Thackeray as ‘Penguin beta’, as
per thecomplaint.
Thakkar was booked under

Sections 292 (punishment for
obsceneactsorwordsinpublic),
500 (punishment for defama-
tion) of the Indian Penal Code
and provisions of Information

TechnologyAct.
Advocate Chandrachud said

thepersonsholdingpublicposts
can let goof these comments at
times. When he referred to
Justice V R Krishna Iyer, former
Supreme Court (SC) judgewho
had famously observed, “the
dogsmay bark but the caravan
will pass”, Justice Karnik re-
sponded, “But everybody’s sen-
sitivitytosuchabuseisdifferent.
Whatyouare saying is the ideal
wayof lookingat it.Onemaybe
veryweakheartedandsensitive.
Sometimeswealsoreceivevery
harshcriticism.Weknowthat if
we ignore it, everything will
pass. But canwe expect every-
one to react in the sameman-
ner? Someone holding a public
officemightbeverysensitive.”
Further, Chandrachud said

that the SC had once observed
that those who occupy power,
shouldhave‘thickskin’whilere-
acting to criticism and also ar-
gued that mere abuse was not
‘obscenity’aschargedagainsthis
client.
Justice Shinde said, “It is not

justuptotheindividualholding
thepostofPMorCM,thedignity
of public offices should also be
maintainedbycitizens.”To this,
Chandrachudsaid,“Thepostwill
not be affected by someone on
the streets wanting something
tosay (criticise).”
When Chandrachud sought

relief forhisclient,thecourtsaid,
“Sometimesthetweetsareabu-
sive. The rights of your client
cannot violate someone else’s
constitutional rights.
Responsible citizens should

know they have rights, but to
whatextent?”
Justice Shinde said,

“Everyone knows these rights
are not absolute. Sometimes if
criticismis fair thentheperson
who occupies public office
should have the capacity to
bear it. But criticism can’t be
unfair, abusive. Citizens must
restrain themselves to ensure
someone else’s rights are not
violatedbecauseof thisabusive
language.”
ThecourtdirectedThakkarto

appear before the investigating
officer on October 5 and asked
thepolicetoinformitonthead-
ditional charges to be levelled
againsthimthatwouldwarrant
his arrest during the next hear-
ing, and posted the matter to
October8.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER1

ADVOCATEPRASHANTBhushan
on Thursday moved the
SupremeCourtseekingreviewof
its August 31 judgment impos-
ingatokenfineofonerupeeafter
finding him guilty of criminal
contemptof court.
Thetopcourt,whilesentenc-

inghim,hadorderedthathewill
undergoa simple imprisonment
for aperiodof threemonthsand
furtherbedebarredfrompractis-
ing in theSC foraperiodof three
years if he does not pay the fine
withinaspecifieddate.
Bhushan, who said he had

paidthefineasdirected,statedin

thereviewpleathatthecourthad
indicatedthepossibilityofbarring
himatanypointduringthehear-
ing on sentence. He contended
that the verdict is per incuriam
passedwithoutdueregardtothe
law,asthecourthadnotfollowed
theprocedure.
Bhushansaidhewasnot fur-

nishedwith a copy of the com-
plaint filedagainsthim, and that
hewasdeniedtheopportunityto
leadevidenceundertheContempt
ofCourtsAct,1971.Hesaidwhen
heattemptedtoputupadefence,
itwasviewedasan"aggravation"
bythecourt,andthatthisisaner-
rorapparentintheverdict.
Bhushanalsosoughtanopen

courthearingofhisreviewplea.
OnAugust 31, the court had

held Bhushan guilty of criminal
contemptofcourtfortwotweets,
which the court saidwerebased
on “distorted facts” and was a
“malicious/scurrilous...attack”on
the“entireSupremeCourt”.
Bhushanhasalreadyfiledan-

other reviewpetitionagainst the
conviction.

CONTEMPTCASE

India to provide debt
service relief to Myanmar

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER1

SHOWINGAcontinuedriseinde-
mand for unskilledwork under
theMahatmaGandhi National
Employment Guarantee Act
(MGNREGA) in thewake of the
COVID-19 outbreak and subse-
quent lockdowns, thenumberof
households thatworked under
the scheme crossed 6 crore be-
tweenAprilandAugustthisyear,
whichisthehighestever,accord-
ingtotheofficialdata.
Thenumberofhouseholds—

over6crore,accordingtothe lat-
est data available on theMGN-
REGA portal — that availed of
MGNREGS till endof September

isnotonlyhigherthanlastfiscal’s
figureof5.48crore,butisalsothe
highestsincetheinceptionof the
schemein2006.
The previous high was

recorded in 2010-11, when 5.5
crorehouseholdsworkedunder
theMGNREGA.
Out of 6 crore households

thatavailedofMGNREGSthisfi-
nancial year, Uttar Pradesh ac-
counted for themaximum (80
lakh), followed by Rajasthan
(65.76 lakh), West Bengal (64
lakh), Tamil Nadu (58 lakh) and
AndhraPradesh (49 lakh).
The data also show that the

number of individuals that
availedofMGNREGAcrossed8.6
crore in just six months of FY
2020-21.

Bhushan moves SC, seeks
review of its Re 1 punishment

Record high of 6 crore
households availed of
NREGA since April

HCHEARINGPLEATOQUASHFIROVERTWEETAGAINSTUDDHAV,AADITYA

UddhavThackeray,
AadityaThackeray

‘Free speech can’t violate constitutional rights of others’

KamalNath

Ahead of bypolls in MP, Cong
readies seat-specific manifestos

PrashantBhushan

NAVJEEVANGOPAL
CHANDIGARH,OCTOBER1

SHIROMANI AKALI Dal chief
Sukhbir Badal and former
Union minister Harsimrat
Kaur Badal were detained by
police at separateplaceswhile
trying to lead party’s ‘kisan
march’ to the Raj Bhavan in
Chandigarh to submit amem-
orandum against the Centre’s
new farm laws to Punjab
Governor V P Singh Badnore.
Both leaders were later re-
leased, and had to turn back
from the Punjab-Chandigarh
borderwithout submitting the
memorandum.
Before the Badal couplewas

detained,ChandigarhPolicealso
cane-charged protestors led by
Harsimrat at the Chandigarh-
Zirakpurborder andbySukhbir
at theMullanpur border late in
the evening. Water cannons
were also unleashed in
Mullanpur,before theduowere
detained.
Calling the three agriculture

Actsas“blacklaws”,SADleader-
ship Thursday started ‘kisan
marches' from three Takhts of
Sikhs inPunjab.

Sukhbir led themarch from
Akal Takht, Amritsar, while
Harsimrat led one from Takht
Damdama Sahib in Talwandi
Sabo.SeniorAkalileaderandfor-
mer Lok Sabha MP from
Anandpur Sahib, Prem Singh
Chandumajra, led the march
fromTakhtKeshgarhSahib.
“We are against the govern-

ment which has passed anti-
Punjab legislations,” Harsimrat
told supporters at the Zirakpur-
Chandigarh border, where she
was stoppedby theChandigarh
Policeand RapidActionForce.

SAD leader Charanjit Singh
BrarsaidthatUTadministration
was “under the control of
Centre” and its “high-handed-
ness” against protesters will
“cost the Centre government
dearly”.
Afterthemarchwasstopped

attheborder,Harsmiratwholed
the sit-in before police took her
awaysaid, “Wewill take theag-
itation toDelhi.”
Meanwhile, Sukhbir said

SADwasaBJPallyforlastthe"25
to30years"but thiswas“afight
of principles”.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
CHANDIGARH,OCTOBER1

WITHCONGRESS Thursday an-
nouncingthatRahulGandhiwill
be on a three-day visit to
Haryana beginning October 5,
stateHomeMinisterAnilVijde-
clared that the Congress leader
won'tbeallowedtoenter state.
“Wehavenothingtodowhat

he (Rahul) does in Punjab, but
wewon'tlethimenterHaryana,”
saidVij inastatement.
He said, “They won't be al-

lowedtospoiltheatmosphereof
Haryana. Earlier, two Congress-
sponsored rallies were also
stoppedfromenteringthestate.
Likewise, we will stop his
(Rahul’s) rally andwon't allow
himtoenterHaryana.”
RahulissettoreachHaryana

on the last day of his three-day
visit to neighbouring Punjab,
scheduled from October 3,
where he is expected to hold
tractor rallies against Centre's
newfarmlaws.
“He is coming toHaryana to

opposethethreeblacklaws.This
will be a Kisan Yatra and Rahul
Gandhiwillbeonatractor,”said
senior party leader Kiran
Choudhry.
HaryanaCongresspresident

Selja said, “We will fight for
farmersatevery level.”
TheearlierralliesthatVijwas

referring to were taken out on
different dates by the Punjab
Youth Congress and the Lok
InsaafPartytoprotestagainstthe
farm laws. But Haryana Police
stopped them at Ambala, after
which the protesters had to re-
treat and terminate the rallies.
TheHaryanapolicehadalsode-
niedpermissiontoanotherrally
organisedbytheHaryanaYouth
Congress, which tried tomove
fromPanipat toDelhi.

MANOJCG
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER1

HAVINGASKED states ruled by
it to explore the possibilities of
passing legislation to “bypass”
and “negate” the provisions of
thefarmlawspassedbythecen-
tralgovernment,theCongressis
readyingadraftBillwhichitbe-
lieves will serve as amodel for
Congress and other non-BJP-
ruledstates toenact.
The “core” of the proposed

draft law is to declare that any-
thing“inconsistent”inanyofthe
three central lawswith the ex-
isting state Acts shall be “null,
voidandinoperative”inthestate
andthatno farmershallbepaid
any price below theMinimum
SupportPrice.
Sources saidRajya SabhaMP

andlawyerAbhishekSinghvihas
approvedthedraftoftheproposed
model law,which canbepassed
by Congress and non-BJP ruled
states“iftheychoosetonullifythe
threecentralanti-farmerlaws”.
TheCongress ispreparing to

step up its protests against the
farmlaws,withRahulGandhiset
toleada“kisanyatra”fromBadni
KalaninPunjabtoDelhithrough
Haryana from October 3 de-
mandingwithdrawalofthelaws.
The draft of the “model Bill”

saysitisaBillto“restoretheagri-
cultural safeguards including
MinimumSupportPricemecha-
nismensuredthroughtheregu-
latory framework of the APMC
laws inorder to secure andpro-
tect the interests and livelihood
of farmersandfarmlabourersas
also all others engaged in agri-
cultureandrelatedactivities”.
Congress president Sonia

Gandhi had lastweek directed
Punjab, Rajasthan, Chhattisgarh
and Puducherry to explore the
possibilitiesofpassinglawsunder
Article254(2)oftheConstitution
"to negate the anti-agriculture
central laws, encroaching upon
thestates’ jurisdiction”.
Themain clause of the draft

model Bill says “no Farming
Agreementforthesaleorpurchase
of a cropshall bevalidunless the
pricepaidforsuchagriculturalpro-
duceisequalto,orgreaterthan,the
Minimum Support Prices an-
nounced by the Central
Governmentforthatcrop”.
The draft Bill makes it clear

thatthe“directconsequence”of

the farm laws “wouldbe tonul-
lify theminimumsupportprice
mechanismguaranteedthrough
theexistingstructureofAPMCs...
and introduce several other in-
firmitiesanddistortionsoperat-
ing to the grave detriment and
prejudiceof agriculture and the
communitiesassociatedwithit”.
Quoting the Agriculture

Censusof 2015-16, thedraft says
86.2%offarmersownlessthanfive
acresof land.They“consequently
havelimitedornoaccesstomulti-
ple markets with an inherent
handicap of bargainingpower...
henceneedingproperprotection
bytheStateGovernmenttoensure
a level playing field, prevent ex-
ploitationandanoptimumguar-
anteeof fairmarketprice for the
agriculturalproduce”.
“...TheCentralActs fail to take

into account this imperative and
this object of the Indian
Constitution. Andwhereas agri-
culture, agriculturalmarketsand
landistheprimarylegislativedo-
main of the State falling under
Entries 14, 18 and28of List-II of
Seventh Schedule of the
ConstitutionofIndia;and‘produc-
tion, supply and distribution of
goods’ is also a State Subject un-
der Entry 27of List-II read-with,
Entry 33 of List-III of Seventh
Schedule of the Constitution of
India,” it says, listing the reasons
forthestatestobringalegislation.

FormerUnionministerHarsimratKaurBadalwasbrieflydetainedonThursdaywhile
protestingagainst thenewfarmlawsat theZirakpur (Punjab)border. Jaipal Singh

UNDERARTICLE254(2),a
statecanmakechanges
toacentral legislationon
asubjectintheconcur-
rentlistprovideditslaw
getsPresidentialassent.
TheCongressdoesnot
expectPresidentRam
NathKovindtoclearleg-
islationcircumventing
thenewfarmlaws,but
believesthatparty-ruled
statespassingalaw
wouldbeastrongpoliti-
calstatement,giventhe
controversyoverthepas-
sageof thecentral laws.

Makingapolitical
statement

Cong readiesmodel draft law for
Oppn states to bypass farm laws

Will stop
Rahul’s rally,
won’t allow
him to enter
Haryana: Vij

StateHomeMinisterAnilVij

SukhbirSinghBadal,whowasdetainedandsubsequently
released,ataChandigarhpolicestation.KamleshwarSingh

SAD ‘kisan march’ cut short, UT
cops detain Sukhbir, Harsimrat

New Delhi



(CIN No: U70102DL2007PLC169538, Website: http://www.indiabullsrealestate.com)
C/o Juventus Estate Ltd.

448-451, Udyog Vihar, Phase – V, Gurugram – 122001

Whereas, Director Town and Country Planning, Haryana
(“DTCP”) vide Memo Nos.– i) 10514 dtd. 22.06.2020, ii) 15495
dtd. 02.09.2020, iii) 15498 dtd. 02.09.2020 & iv) 16510 dtd.
17.09.2020 has granted respective in-principle approvals for
Transfer of licenced land measuring i) 0.25 acres in Lic. Nos. 43
dtd. 16.06.2014, ii) 1.9625 acres in 44 dtd. 16.06.2014, iii) 3.875
acres in 56 dtd. 23.06.2011 & iv) 4.00 acres in 37 dtd. 22.04.2012
respectively, total 10.0875 acres, out of 34.0229 acres group
housing colony, Sector – 104, Gurugram, from Mariana
Infrastructure Ltd. to Juventus Estate Ltd., who is developing the
group housing colony (“said Colony”) named “One Indiabulls,
Gurugram” under the terms and conditions of granted licences
and RERA registration Certificate No. 160(A)/2017 dtd.
21.11.2017.
And Whereas, several individuals (“existing allottees”) have
madebookings for allotment of Flats/Unitsin the said colony.
And whereas, before grant of final permission for transfer of
licenced land, the office of DTCP, RERA Act / HRERA rules
require seeking of objection(s), if any, from the existing allottees.
Accordingly, vide this Public Notice objections are hereby invited
fromany of the existing allottees in the saidGroupHousing colony
on the proposed Transfer of 10.0875 acres licenced land. A copy
of the in-principle approval for transfer of licenced colony area has
been hosted on the website of the company i.e.
http://www.indiabullsrealestate.com and also kept in the office of
Senior Town Planner, Gurugram at HSVP Complex, Sector -14,
Gurugram for perusal of the existing allottees.
Any existing allottee(s) having any objection on the proposed
licence transfer, may file his/her/their objection in the office of
Senior Town Planner, Gurugram or in the office of the
undersigned within 30 days of the publication of this Public
Notice, failing which it shall be assumed that there are no
objections to the proposed Transfer of licenced land and also
accordingly the previous written consent of the existing allottees
will be considered deemed received, as required under Section
15(1)(2) of theRERAAct for final approval of transfer of licence.
Place: Gurugram
Date: 02.10.2020

(Authorised Signatory)
Mariana Infrastructure Ltd.

PUBLIC NOTICE

MARIANA INFRASTRUCTURE LTD.

INSTITUTE OF HUMAN BEHAVIOUR & ALLIED SCIENCES
(Hospital based autonomous academic Institute, under

Government of National Capital Territory of Delhi, dealing with
“Brain - Mind Problems & their Solutions”

Dilshad Garden, Delhi-110095 (India)
Phone: 22130135 Fax: 22114066 Email: admnofficerihbas@gmail.com Website: www.ihbas.delhigovt.nic.in

No. F.2/4100/2020/Estt./IHBAS/ Dated: 26.09.2020
CORRIGENDUM

Against the Advertisement No. 8/2020/Estt/IHBAS for filling up the Faculty post in IHBAS, the following cor-
rigendum is issued:-
i. The applications should reach IHBAS latest by 12.10.2020 as already mentioned in the earlier advertise-

ment “the application should reach within 30 days from the date of publication of advertisement in
Eployment New” Applications received after 04:00 PM on 12.10.2020 will not be accepted.

ii. Age Relaxation of 5 years will be applicable for the government employees as per GOI guidelines Further
relaxation will be at the discretion of the Appointing Authority.

iii. The “Annual Promotion Scheme (APS)” mya be read as “Assessment Promotion Scheme”.
iv. The posts advertised have been grouped as under:-

Note: The details of the eligibility criteria for the different categories of posts applied should be checked from
IHBAS Website as per the clarification of discipline.

Sd/-
Prof. (Dr. ) Nimesh G. Desai

DIP/Shabdarth/0335/20-21 Director

SI Category of post Post mentioned at SI. No.

I Medical discipline 1 to 7; 10 to 13; 16 to 21; 25 to 30

II Non Medical discipline 8,9,14,15,22,23 & 31 to 36

III Nursing discipline 24 & 37

Post under Centre of Excellence Scheme of Government of India
IV Medical discipline 1 & 5

V Non Medical discipline 2,3,6,7

VI Nursing discipline 4 & 8

COUNCIL OF SCIENTIFIC AND
INDUSTRIAL RESEARCH (CSIR)

Anusandhan Bhawan, 2, Rafi Marg, New Delhi-110001
Advt. No. 02/2020

Applications/nominations are invited for the
positions of DIRECTOR of CSIR-Indian Institute of

Toxicology Research (CSIR-IITR), Lucknow
CSIR invites applications/nominations for the positions
of DIRECTOR of CSIR-Institute of Toxicology Research
(CSIR-IITR), Lucknow in Level 15 of pay-matrix
(Rs.1,82,200-2,24,100) plus allowances as applicable
in CSIR.
For eligibility criteria and other conditions, please see
the detailed/ complete advertisement No. 02/2020 on
CSIR website www.csir.res.in. Applications/
nominations may be send alongwith complete bio-data
and list of publications/patents etc. through email on
email ID drc@csir.res.in or by post to Director
Recruitment Cell, Council of Scientific & Industrial
Research(CSIR), Anusandhan Bhawan, 2, Rafi Marg,
New Delhi-110001 on or before 23.10.2020.

davp 36202/11/0011/2021
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SANTOSHSINGH
PATNA,OCTOBER1

WHILETHEnominationprocess
for the first phase of Bihar
Assemblyelectionsgotunderway
on Thursday, the Opposition
GrandAllianceappearstobestuck

overseat-sharing,
with RJD na-
tional presi-
dent Lalu
Prasad report-
edly having
given a clear
messagetoson
and theparty's
chief minister

face Tejashwi
Yadav not to offer the Congress
morethan60or61seats.
The Congress has sought to

contestonaround70seats.
TheCPI(ML),whichhadbeen

offered 15 seats by the RJD, has
saidnototheofferanddeclareda
listof30candidates.
CPI(ML)'sBiharofficesecretary

Kumar Parvez said: “Wearenot
readytoacceptthekind(number)
ofseatsRJDisofferingus.Wehave
put forwardourdemand;nowit
is up to RJD to take a final call.
Meanwhile,wehavereleasedour
firstlistof30candidates.”
Onseatarrangementwiththe

Congress, an RJD leader elabo-
rated,“AstheCongresscaneasily
shift its loyalty totheothercamp
[NitishKumar's JD-U, in case the
results throw up a hung
Assembly] after the election re-
sults, Lalu Prasadwants RJD to
contest on themaximumnum-
ber of seats. Besides, it is always
easy for smaller parties to split

whenamajorityof its legislators
wanttoshifttheir loyalty.”
The RJD said RLSP leader

UpendraKushwahawasletgobe-
cause his “loyalty to the Grand
Alliancewaswavering".
BiharCongressspokesperson

Rajesh Rathore, however,
soundedconfidentofstitchingup
things soon. He told The Indian
Express:“Wewillshareseatsam-
icably.Itmighttakeadayortwo.”
According to the RJD leader

quotedabove,thepartyislooking
toconteston150-plusseats.“We
hadofferedthreeLeftpartiesand
JMM[JharkhandMuktiMorcha]
25seatsaltogether.WhileCPIand
CPI(M)lookedkeentotakeourof-
fer, CPI(ML)wants 20 seats. Our
leadership has decided against
compromisingwithalliesandpo-
tential alliesbeyondapoint,” the
leadersaid.
The RJD leader added that

VikasshilInsaanParty(VIP)istry-
ingtobargainhardwiththemain
oppositionpartyinthestate.
FormerCMJitanRamManjhi's

Hindustani Awam Morcha
(Secular)andRLSPhavesofarleft
theGrandAlliance,ostensiblydue
to theRJD's tough stance on the
seat-sharingformula.
Another RJD leader said al-

liancepartnershadnotbeenable
to transfer their votes to RJD,
whichfailedtoopenitsaccountin
last year's LokSabhapolls, down

fromfourseatswonin2014.“We
will not allowanyextra baggage
this time.Wewill fully test our
strength,”theleadersaid.
The RJD has 81 seats in the

presentAssembly.
Asked about RJD's tough

stance, Congress’s Rathore said
senior leaders from both RJD
andCongresshadbeenworking
it out.

LIZMATHEW
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER1

A MEETING between top BJP
leaders, including Home
Minister Amit Shah, and LJP
president Chirag Paswan on
Thursdayhinted that theNDA’s
seat-sharingformulafortheup-
comingBiharelectioniscloseto
beingfinalised,BJPsourcessaid.
Party sources said the BJP's

Central Election Committee is
likely to meet Sunday and re-
lease the first listof candidates.
Chirag,who has been under

pressure fromhis party leaders
to go it alone in143 constituen-
cies,metBJPPresidentJPNadda
for the second time this week.
“Chirag’smeetingwithShah in-
dicates that the LJP would be a
part of theNDA in theOctober -
Novemberelection,”aBJPleader
said.
While the BJP and JD(U) are

continuing their discussions in
Patnaover the seat-sharing for-
mula, party sources said both
sides could agree to keep aside
the share of smaller allies from
theirquota—theBJPwouldhave
to provide the LJP seats from its
shareandthe JD(U)wouldkeep
asideseats forHAM(S).
Thiswouldmakethe JD(U)’s

positionmore advantageous as
theLJPisdemanding25-30seats
whiletheHAM’srequirementis
less. “Keeping this in view, the
BJPwouldliketohavethebigger
chunk in its seat-sharing with
the JD(U),” saidaBJP leader.
Thethree-phaseelectionsto

the243-memberAssemblywill
beginonOctober28.Resultswill
bedeclaredonNovember10.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
PATNA,OCTOBER1

WITHFILINGof nominations for
theBiharAssembly electionbe-
ginning on Thursday, Chief
Election Commissioner (CEC)
SunilArorasaidthatthepollcam-
paignwillbeacombinationofvir-
tual and physical campaigning
and itwas up to the district ad-
ministration to ensure that dis-
tancingnormsarefollowed.
TheEChasdemandedalistof

venueswherepublicmeetingscan
be held in accordancewith the
commission’sguidelines.

ArorasaidtheECwouldtake
stringent possible action over
misuseofsocialmediaifanyone
is found provoking caste or
communalviolence.“Ourlawis
still not very strong. But we
would take all possible action,”
Aroratoldapressconferenceas
a team from the Commission
wrappedup its visit to thepoll-
boundstate.

LaluPrasad

DECISION
2020
BIHAR

E●EX
PL
AI
NE
D

AFTERITSdismalshow
inlastyear’sLokSabha
polls, inwhich itdrewa
blank, theRJDhasde-
cidedonnotgiving
enoughleveragetoallies
at itscost.Thepartyalso
feels theCongresswill
alwaysbeopentoapost-
pollalliancewithNitish
Kumar incaseof ahung
Assembly.Sothe fewer
seats theCongresscon-
testson, the lesser lever-
age itwillhaveafter the
results, accordingto
RJD’sschemeof things.

RJDwaryof
Cong-Nitish
showinhung
House

After loyalty ‘warning’ from
Lalu, RJD not ready to give
Cong more than 60 seats

Chirag meets
Shah, NDA
seat formula
almost final

Warnedof
actionover
socialmedia
misuse PTI

Mix of virtual, physical
campaigning, says CEC

SHUBHAJITROY
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER1

WITHA senior official from the
US, apart from the UK, the
European Union (EU) and the
United States Commission on
InternationalReligiousFreedom
(USCIRF), raising the issue of
AmnestyIndiashuttingdownits
operations, New Delhi on
Thursday said that it expects
other governments to “not con-
done contravention of Indian
lawsbyanyentity”.
Ministry of External Affairs’

official spokesperson Anurag
SrivastavaonThursdaysaidthat
theUnionHomeMinistry,which
deals with FCRA-related issues
andforeignfundingofNGOs,has
said that “NGOsareexpected to
adhere toallour laws, including
inrespectof foreignfunding,just
as they presumably would, in
other countries including in the
US,andintheEuropeanUnion”.
Hesaid,“Wealsoexpectthat

other governments would not
condonecontraventionof Indian
lawsbyanyentity.”
Earlier onThursday, a senior

USStateDepartmentofficialtold
journalists inWashington DC
that Amnesty International
shutting down its operations in
India, after its bank accounts
werefrozen,“hasreceivedatten-
tion at thehighest levels” in the
USgovernment.
AskedaboutNewDelhi's ac-

tionagainstAmnestyInternational,
theofficial said, “We'vebeen fo-
cused,we'vebeenvery,veryclosely
followingthisissue...Ithasreceived
attentionatthehighestlevelsofour
government.Welookforwardtoa
response,andaresolutiontoasit-
uationthat'sconsistentwithinter-
national principles and the rule
oflaw.”

Expect other
countries not to
condone flouting
of Indian laws ‘by
any entity’: MEA

AMNESTY INDIA ISSUE
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LUCKNOW,OCTOBER1

AT A time it faces heat over the
Hathras incident, the Uttar
Pradesh government Thursday
replaced the Additional Chief
Secretary of the Information
Department.
Navneet Sehgal, Additional

ChiefSecretary,micro,smalland
mediumscaleindustriesdepart-
ment,hasbeengivenadditional
charge of the information de-
partment, replacing Awanish
KumarAwasthi, sources said.
Besides Sehgal, the govern-

ment has also appointed a
Principal Secretary for the
Information Department. The
additionalchargeofthisposthas
beengiventoPrincipalSecretary
to the Chief Minister, Sanjay
Prasad.Sehgalwillofficiallytake
chargeonFriday, sources said.

Policepersonnelstationedat thevillageof thegangrapevictiminHathras. GajendraYadav

MAULSHREESETH
LUCKNOW,OCTOBER1

CITING RECENT cases of rape
andmurder of women in Uttar
Pradesh, BSP chief Mayawati
Thursday asked the BJP leader-
ship to either replace Yogi
Adityanath as Chief Minister
with a “capable person” or im-
posePresident’sruleinthestate.
Referringtothedeathsoftwo

women in Hathras and
Balrampur,shesaidtheincidents
are reminiscent of the 2012
Delhigangrapeandmurder.
“IwanttotelltheCentralgov-

ernmentthatYogiAdityanathis
not capable enough to control
the law and order... It would be
better that Adityanath is sent
back tohismath inGorakhpur...
If he does not like it there, then
he can be sent to oversee the
construction of Ram Temple in
Ayodhya,”Mayawati said, alleg-

ing that Adityanath wasmade
the Chief Minister under pres-
sure fromtheRSS.
"I want to say to Yogi

Adityanath that you are born
fromthewombofawoman.You
should consider sisters and
daughtersofothersasyourown.
Ifyouareunabletoprotectthem,
youshould resign,” shesaid.
AskingBJPto“freeitself from

the clutches of RSS for thewel-
fareofthestate”,theformerchief
minister reminded Prime
MinisterNarendraModi thathe
is an MP from Varanasi and
thereforehastokeepinmindthe
welfareofthepeopleofthestate.
“Iwant to tell thePMthathe

has been elected fromVaranasi
and thereforehe should at least
see into it...WhenAdityanath is
unabletohandlethestate,either
someone else should bemade
CMor itwouldbebetter for the
peopleofUPthatPresident'srule
is imposed,” shesaid.

MAHARASHTRA

Kashyap
questioned
inrapecase
Mumbai: Filmmaker
Anurag Kashyap was
questionedforovereight
hours by the Mumbai
Police on Thursday in
connectionswith allega-
tions of rape levelled
against him by an actor.
KashyapreachedVersova
police station in Andheri
West shortly after 10 am
and left a few minutes
past 8 pm. An official at
Versova police station
said the filmmaker has
denied the allegations
againsthim. ENS

Kashyaparrivesat the
policestation.PTI

BRIEFLY

MAHARASHTRA

Kidnappedbaby
founddeadin
wellnearhome
Pune: A 10-month-old
baby, allegedly kid-
napped two days ago
from his home in a
Maharashtravillage,was
founddeadinawellnear
the house on Thursday,
the Satara police said
Thursday. The parents
had gone to work in the
fields leaving the child in
the care of his siblings.
“The children told us a
man and a woman had
taken the baby away,”
said theSataraSP. ENS

BENGAL

Womanfound
withsiblings’
bodiesathome
Kolkata:Thepolice found
a60-year-oldwoman liv-
ingwiththecorpsesofher
brother and sister inside
their house at Belur in
Howrah onWednesday.
Thepolice said it seemed
like Anita Senwasmen-
tally challenged andhad
senther toamental insti-
tute. They are yet to find
out how her brother,
Manoranjan (80), andsis-
ter,Pratima (75),died.ENS

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
SRINAGAR,JAMMU,OCTOBER1

THREE SOLDIERS were killed
and four others injured as
Pakistani troops initiated firing
andmortar shelling on Indian
positions along the Line of
Control in Naugam sector of
Kupwara district and Krishna
Ghati sectorof Poonchdistrict.
“Pakistaninitiatedanunpro-

voked ceasefire violation along
the LoC in Naugam sector,
Kupwara on Thursdaymorning
by firing mortars and other
weapons,” Defence
Spokesperson Colonel Rajesh
Kaliasaid.“Twosoldiersfataland
four soldiers injured and being
evacuated,”hesaid.
On Thursday morning, the

Pakistani army started indis-
criminate firing on the Indian
positions in theNaugam sector.
Pakistanitroopslater firedmor-
tars and otherweapons target-
ingIndianpositions,resultingin
thekillingoftwosoldiersandin-
juries to fourothers.
The Army has not identified

the deceased soldiers pending
information to their families.
Meanwhile, another soldier,

Lance Naik Karnail Singh, was
killed Wednesday night as
Pakistani troops resorted toun-
provoked small arms fire and
shellingalongtheLoCinKrishna
Ghati sectorof Poonchdistrict.

3 soldiers
killed, 4
injured in
Pak firing

BABRIVERDICT

Explain hurry to
cremate body:
NCW to UP cops

Maya to PM: Replace Yogi
or impose President’s rule

ASADREHMAN
LUCKNOW,OCTOBER1

AN 11-YEAR-OLDDalit girl was
murdered, her head “smashed
withabrick”,atavillageinUttar
Pradesh's Bhadohi district on
Thursday afternoonwhen she
hadgonetoafieldtorelieveher-
self, thepolice said.
The police ascribed an old

enmity between the families of
thevictimandtheaccusedasthe
murdermotive.
According to an officer, the

police are awaiting the autopsy
report to ascertainwhether she
wassexuallyassaulted,andthat
thevictim’sfamilydidnotallege
rape in their complaint.
Police officers said two per-

sons fromthe samevillage, also
belonging to the Dalit commu-
nity,were arrested and onemi-
nor boywas taken into custody
in connectionwith themurder
onThursdayevening.
Circle Officer (Gyanpur)

BhushanVerma toldThe Indian
Express,“Thebodywasfoundin
afield inthevillage.Thegirlhad
lefthomearound12.30pm,and
aftershefailedtoreturnforsome
time, family members started
looking for her. The family later
found her body and informed
thepolice...around3pm.”
He added, “The girl’s head

wassmashedwithabrick.”
Twopartsofabrick,allegedly

used in themurder, have been

recovered, thepolice said.
Late Thursday evening,

Verma said, “The accused and
the victim belong to the Dalit
community. There has been no
confirmationofrapetillnow.We
have lodged a case under IPC
Section302 (murder). The fam-
ily has not alleged rape in their
complaint.”
Inastatement,thepolicesaid

twopersonswere arrested, and
a 16-year-old boywas detained
in connectionwith themurder.
The two arrested are the teen's
father and a relative (names
withheld to protect boy's iden-
tity). “All of thembelong to one
family,” Bhadohi SP RamBadan
Singhsaid.
The police's statement said:

“Therewasoldenmitybetween
the two familiesoverwhich the
accusedhadabusedthevictim's
family and threatened to ruin
their lives. This is why the girl
was murdered...the accused
haveconfessedtokillingthegirl
overoldenmity.”
The police said the accused

will be presented in court, and
theminor in front of a Juvenile
JusticeBoard,onFriday.
The SP told themedia from

thecrimespotthatdetailsof the
murderwillemergeafterthepo-
lice get the postmortem report.
Askedaboutallegationsof rape,
Singh said, “Once investigation
and postmortem is done, it will
becomeclearif suchanincident
happenedwithher...”

Head ‘smashed
with brick’, girl
found dead in
Bhadohi village

Addl Chief Secy
of UP Info Dept
shunted out

New Delhi: The National
Commission for Women
Thursday asked the the Uttar
PradeshPolicetoexplainits“ur-
gency” incrematingthebodyof
theHathrasgangrapevictim.
The police had brought the

body from Safdarjug Hospital
in the National Capital to her
village 200 km away, before
burning it in the dead of the
night—keeping the family
away from the last rites.
The NCW said the incident

“underlines the grim state of
women in the society”. In a
statement, it termed the late
night episode that unfolded in
the victim's village as
“disturbing’’.
The commission has writ-

ten to the state’s DGP, seeking
anexplanationon“theurgency
to cremate thebodyof thevic-
tim”. It also sought a reply on
thematter at the earliest. ENS

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
PANAJI, OCTOBER1

THE FAST-TRACK court at
MapusainGoa,whichishearing
the rape case against Tarun
Tejpal, has now issued bailable
warrantsagainsteightprosecu-
tionwitnesseswhoincludecol-
leagues and relatives of the vic-
tim.
Thecourtisonadeadlineset

by the Supreme Court to finish
the trial.
Withthepandemicaffecting

the functioning of courts, the
trial last heard the matter in
March 2020 and thewitnesses
were initially called in the first
weekof September.
The bailable warrants were

issuedonseparatedatesthrough
this week, with the witnesses
now expected to attend the
hearingstartingOctober6.
Earlier, the victim ap-

proached the High Court of
Bombay at Goa after a bailable
warrantwas issued against her
for not attending the hearing.
Thevictimhascitedhealthcon-
cernsanddifficultytotraveldur-
ing thepandemic.
The other witnesses have

cited reasons ranging from ex-
pensive flight tickets to unsafe
travelling options when sum-
monedtoappear inperson.

TEJPALCASE

Bailable warrant
issued against
8 prosecution
witnesses

2arrested,minor incustody;police
say familyenmitymurdermotive

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER1

THE PETITION pending in
Supreme Court against
Sudarshan TV's show “UPSC
Jihad” will now be heard by a
three-judge bench of Justices D
Y Chandrachud, InduMalhotra
and IndiraBanerjee.
The case status, asdisplayed

on the SC website, shows the
case listed before this bench on
October 5. The case was last
heard on September 24 by a
bench of Justices Chandrachud,
MalhotraandKMJoseph.
Thisweek, there has been a

change in composition of some
benches, with Justice Banerjee
coming into the Justice
Chandrachud-led bench and
JusticeJosephmovingtoanother
bench.Calling it a “routineexer-
cise”, officials pointed out that
the cause list reflects that com-
positions of at least eight
bencheshavechanged.

Change in
composition of
SC bench hearing
Sudarshan case

AVANEESHMISHRA
BALRAMPUR,OCTOBER1

TWODAYS after the death of a
22-year-old Dalit woman,who
wasallegedly rapedbytwomen
inGaisri area of UP’s Balrampur
district, the postmortem report
said there were at least ten
antemorteminjuriesonherbody
—eightcontusionwoundsonher
cheek, chest, elbows, left thigh
andtwoabrasionsonher left leg
andknee.
The cause of death has been

mentionedashaemorrhageand
shockduetotheantemortemin-
juries. The Indian Express has a
copyof thepostmortemreport.

While the doctor, who con-
ducted thepostmortem, did not
giveanopiniononsexualassault,
the reportmentioned that there
wasmild haemorrhagic clot in
her private parts. Vaginal swabs
of thewoman have been taken
fortests.
Thewomanwascrematedon

Wednesdaynightinthepresence
of her familymembers. Police
have arrested the twoaccused–
Shahid (26) and his nephew
Sahil.
According to the FIR filed on

the basis of a complaint by the
woman’s brother, she left for
work around10 amonTuesday.
Whenshedidnotreturnby4pm,
he called her on her cellphone,

buttherewasnoanswer.
“Around 7 pm,my sister re-

turned home unconscious in a
rickshaw. The rickshaw puller
soon left.Whenquestioned,we
found that the two accusedhad
called Dr ZiaurrehmanKhan to
treat her at their home but the
doctorrefusedandinformedthe
residents of the area,” the FIR
quotedthebrotherassaying.
Asper the complaint, Shahid

andSahilabductedherandthen
rapedher. “Whenher condition
worsened,theysentherhomein
a rickshaw. Shedied onherway
tohospital,”thebrothersaid.The
twohavebeenbookedunderIPC
sections 366 (kidnapping, ab-
ducting), 376D (gangrape) and

302(murder)alongwithsections
ofSC/ST(PreventionofAtrocities)
Act.
The victim’smother said her

daughter,whowas toappear for
her BA final exam this year,was
returningfromcollegeaftersub-
mitting the admission feewhen
shewasallegedlyabductedbythe
accused and taken to a general
storerunbyShahid,around2km
fromthevictim’shouse.
Thevictim'sfatherisafarmer.
Dr Ziaurrehman Khan, who

wascalledbytheaccusedtotreat
the woman, said, “The youth,
identifiedasSahil,cametocallme
around5.15pm.Iwenttothegen-
eral store run by Shahid. Shahid
was there. He said there is a pa-

tient in his house.When I saw
none of their familymembers
present, I inquired. I refused to
treat her in the absence of any
womanorelderly.Icameoutand
asked residents if they have the
phone number of thewoman’s
father. Theydidnot.Meanwhile,
theaccusedaskedmetoreturnto
my clinic, saying theywill bring
the girl there alongwith her fa-
ther.Idon’tknowwhathappened
after that." Asked about the
woman’sconditionwhenhesaw
her,Khansaidshewaslyingona
sofa. Shesaidshewashavingse-
verestomachacheandaskedfor
medicines,Khansaid.
A local resident, who has a

jewelleryshopinfrontofShahid’s

store, saidhewasathis shopthe
whole time, but did not see any
womanbeingbrought.However,
one Amresh Kumar, who lives
nexttoShahid’sstore,saidarela-
tiveofhissawsomeonecarrying
anunconsciousgirlonhisshoul-
der from the back door of the
store which has an attached
room. At Shahid's house, about
200m from the store, his family
membersrefusedtospeak.
Police said a sum of Rs

6,18,750hasbeengiventothevic-
tim’sfamilybytheDMandtheSP
as compensation. Familymem-
berssaidtheywouldnotdemand
moremoney, butwant the gov-
ernment togive a job toa family
member.

Balrampur victim had 10 injuries on body: postmortem report

KAUNAINSHERIFFM
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER1

■ HEARD SLOGANS of “Babri
Masjidtoddo”,butcannotprove
whoraised theslogans.
■ Could not hear the speeches
given by the political leaders
(whosat800metresaway).
■ There was noise and dust,
couldnothearanything.
Thesearesomeof thedepo-

sitionsmade by police officers,
localintelligenceofficialsandthe
CRPF listed as keywitnesses by
theCBItoproveaconspiracyan-
gle in the BabriMasjid demoli-
tioncase. Fewnamedanyof the
high-profileaccused,while two
officialstestifiedaboutprovoca-
tive speeches givenbyBJP lead-
ers, including Uma Bharti. On
Wednesday, all 32were acquit-
tedbyaSpecialCBICourt.
The CRPF was in-charge of

security arrangements at the
mosque.
CBIspecialjudgeSKYadavre-

jected the testimony of the offi-
cials naming BJP leaders, saying
therewerecontradictionsintheir
statements. “PW (prosecution
witness) 57 (Farooque Ahmed,
Police officer) also for the first in
the court testified that Acharya
Dharmendra Dev, Sadhvi
Ritambhara,andUmaBhartigave
the provocative speech. PW58
(Jagveer Singh, CRPF Constable)

& PW57havenot identified the
accused and those who were
identified,itisforthefirsttimein
the court theymadementionof
theaccused,”thecourtsaid.
However, the twowere ex-

ceptions. Top officials to
Provincial Armed Constabulary
(PAC)personnel,whogavedetails
on kar sevaks getting “aggres-
sive”,didn'tidentifyornameany
oftheaccusedchargedbytheCBI.

CRPF
■PW62(JeevanSingh),IG-rank
officer,ondutyatthespot:Hedid
not name any of the accused as
beinginvolvedinthedemolition.
■PW-259(SatishChandraChau-
bey), IG, CRPF: Accepted that it
was“anti-socialelementandter-
rorists,whoweredisguisedaskar
sevaks,becauseofwhomthedis-
putedstructurewasdemolished”.
The orderwent on to say, “...

someMuslimyouth, indulgedin
vandalism of some graves on
December1-2,withtheintention
tocommunallychargeuptheat-
mosphere... The evidence also
showsthatonDecember5,anin-
telligence reportwas taken up,
during the high-level meeting
takenupbytheInspectorGeneral
AKSharan, thatthosewhoasso-
ciatedwith the Pakistani intelli-
gencecouldalsoattack.”
■PW-151(RajendraKumarSwa-
mi),CRPFDeputyCommandant:
Said volunteerswere present to

completethetaskofkarseva.
■ PW 127 (Kanwar Jorawar
Singh), on duty at the sanctum
sanctorum:Testifiedthathedid
nothaveany informationabout
whathappenedoutside.
■ PW 121 (Mohammed Latif),
CPRFofficer:Testifiedabout the
kar seva being performed; not
aboutanyaccused.

PAC
■PW-269(JagmohanYadav),for-
merPACcommandant:Saidthat
as the crowd swelled up, it be-
cameuncontrollable. The court
saidhistestimonycouldn'tprove

involvementof theaccused.
■PW-234(VeerSingh),PACoffi-
cer,ondutyattheRamChabutra:
Saidthatduetonoiseanddust,he
couldnotseeorhearanything.
■PW-113(KumarRana),PACof-
ficer: Inconnectionwiththekar
sevaks, said they were behind
stone-pelting. Didn't name any
of theaccused.
■ PW162 (Devdutt Singh) and
PW-167 (Rajendra Prasad
Shukla:Testifiedthat thecrowd
becameuncontrollable,andthat
theyputinalleffortstobringthe
situationundercontrol.
■ PW185 (Kewal Vas Tiwari):

Testifiedthatkarsevakswerenot
deterredbyteargasorbyanorder
to open firing by a circle officer.
Saidtheyhadobstructedofficials
fromperformingtheirduties.

Police and Local
Intelligence

■ PW-176 (Nagendra Prasad
Pandey),onLIU(localintelligence
unit) duty: Testified that kar se-
vaks got aggressive, and raised
slogans like ‘Ek dhakka aur do,
Babrimasjid todhdo’. However,
the court said, he could not au-
thenticatewhich specific slogan
wasraisedbywhichaccused.
■ PW-68 (AkhileshMehrotra),
Additional SP: Said that many
political leaderswerepartof the
jansabhabeingheld800metres
away, but added that he could
not hearwhat they said in their
speeches as he was busy with
lawandorderduty.
■ PW-9 (RamBahadur) Police:
Said that several of the accused
gave speeches and gestured to-
wards the disputed structure.
However,duringcross-examina-
tion,heacceptedthatonDecem-
ber 5, 1992, at ameeting, the IG
Zone had informed that
Pakistan’sintelligenceagencyISI
couldlaunchanattackdisguised
askarsevaks.Healsosaidthaton
March 26, 1993, one of the ac-
cused, L K Advani, looked
veryworried.

IB reports on demolition
plot were placed before
SC, says ex-home secy

Twoofficials saidBJP leadersgaveprovocativespeeches

MANOJMORE
PUNE,OCTOBER1

FORMERUnionHomeSecretary
Madhav Godbole and former
SupremeCourtJusticePBSawant
onThursday expressed surprise
at the verdict by the special CBI
court,whichacquittedall32sur-
vivingaccusedintheBabriMasjid
demolitioncaseonWednesday
Describing the verdict as un-

expectedandsurprising,Godbole
told The Indian Express, “When I
heardthatallthe32accusedhave
beenacquitted,Icouldnotbelieve
it. This is becausewehadplaced
allfactsbeforetheSupremeCourt,
whichwashearingthecaseeven
before theBabriMasjidwas de-
molished. Thehearingwas on a
day-to-daybasisandwewereup-
dating the court regardingwhat
washappeningontheground.”
Godbole said, “The reports of

the Intelligence Bureau were
placedbeforetheSupremeCourt.
The reports had said therewas a
conspiracy to demolish Babri
Masjid. Yet, the court says there
wasnoconspiracy...”.Hesaid the
SupremeCourthadalso appoin-
ted an observer. “The SChad al-
lowed‘karseva’afteranundertak-
ingwasgiventhatnodamagewill
becausedtotheBabriMasjid...”.
Godbole said he had urged

then Union Home Minister

Shankarrao Chavan to recom-
mended the dismissal of Uttar
PradeshgovernmenttotheCentre
as a “conspiracywasbeinghatc-
hedtodemolishtheBabriMasjid”.
Godbolesaidsincehisrecom-

mendationswerenotacceptedby
the thenPVNarasimhaRao-led
government,hehadtenderedhis
resignationthreemonthslater. “I
tookretirement18monthsbefore
myservicewasscheduledtoend.
The reasonwas quite clear,my
recommendation todismiss the
thenKalyanSingh-ledUPgovern-
mentwasnotaccepted...,”hesaid.
DemandingthattheCBIcourt

verdictwarrantsanappeal inthe
highercourtaswellasaprobeinto
the role of CBI, Godbole said, “I
think there should be an appeal
against the verdict in the higher
court.Atthesame,theroleof the
CBIshouldbe investigatedasde-
spitereportsofgovernmentagen-
cies, about the conspiracy, being
available... If the agency has not
placedthembeforethecourt,ac-
tion shouldbe taken against CBI
officials responsible for this neg-
ligentact,"hesaid.
Justice Sawant said, “Unless I

readthejudgment,Iwillnotbein
apositiontocommentonit.”
He, however, said the judg-

ment was “shocking” as the
demolitionwasa“well-planned
conspiracy involving several
people”.

Accused not named in depositions, top officials
say could not hear speeches, cite noise and dust

New Delhi
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SHUBHAJITROY
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER1

AS EXTERNAL Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar
headsto Japannextweek
and participates in the
foreignministers’ meet-
ing of the Quadrilateral
grouping on October 6,
New Delhi on Thursday
said it will be focused on
the “post-Covid-19 inter-
national order” aswell as
the “need for coordinat-
ingresponsestothechal-
lengesemergingfromthe
pandemic”.
Asthefirstsuchmeet-

ing of Quad foreignmin-
isters’ grouping is taking
place amid the tension
between India and China
over the border standoff,
Delhi also said that there
will be a discussion on
“regional issues”.
In response to ques-

tions at theweekly brief-
ing, Ministry of External
Affairs spokesperson
AnuragSrivastavasaidon
Thursday, “The second
meeting of the India-
Australia-Japan-US
Ministerialwillbeheldon
October6duringthevisit.
In this meeting, foreign
ministers of the respec-
tivecountrieswillbepar-
ticipating.”
“The agenda will be

broadly focused on the
post-Covid-19 interna-
tionalorderaswell as the
need for coordinating re-

sponses to the challenges
emerging from the pan-
demic.Therewillalsobea
discussion on regional is-
sues.Theforeignministers
are expected to collec-
tively affirm the impor-
tance of a free, open and
inclusiveIndo-Pacific,”the
MEAspokespersonsaid.
Jaishankar will also

hold separate bilateral
meetings with US
SecretaryofStateMichael
R Pompeo, Japanese
Foreign Minister
Toshimitsu Motegi and
Australian Foreign
MinisterMarisePayne.
The MEA had on

Tuesday announced
Jaishankar’s visit. Amid
thepandemic,thiswillbe
one of the few in-person
meetings, ata timewhen
most meetings have
taken place through vir-
tualmode.
Jaishankar will be in

Tokyo onOctober 6-7 for
bilateral consultations
withtheJapaneseforeign
minister.“Thetwominis-
ters are expected to dis-
cussbilateralandregional
issuesofmutualinterest,”
theMEAstatement said.
This is the second

Quad foreignministers’
meeting, as the first such
meeting had taken place
inNewYorkinSeptember
lastyear,onthemarginsof
theUNGeneralAssembly.
Lastweek, senior officials
ofQuadgroupinghadmet
throughvirtualmode.

AMITABHSINHA
PUNE,OCTOBER1

OVER70 per cent of individuals
infectedwith Covid-19 in India
maynotbetransmittingthevirus
toothers, a first of its kind study
has found. The disease could be
spreading in the country only
through a small set of infected
people, thestudysuggests.
A study has analysed data

fromover85,000confirmedin-
fections inAndhraPradeshand
Tamil Nadu until August 1, and
over 5.75 lakh of their contacts
whowereidentifiedandtraced.
Researchers found that no

infection was detected in the
contacts of nearly 71 per cent
of the confirmed positive
cases. In other words, over
60,000 of these 85,000 in-
fectedpersonsdidnotgive the
virus to any one.
However, a small set of in-

fected people, less than 10 per
cent of the total, accounted for
muchas60percentofsecondary
infection, thestudyfound.These
individualspassedonthevirusto
maybe20,30,or40others.
Thestudy,whichhasbeenpub-

lished inSciencemagazine,was
carried out by Ramanan
Laxminarayanof theDepartment

ofInternationalHealthattheJohn
Hopkins Bloomberg School of
PublicHealth,andothersincluding
researchersfromAndhraPradesh,
TamilNadu,andtheUnitedStates.
Transmission wasmost ef-

fective within the same age
group,theresearchersreported.
Thiswas especially true among
children and the elderly, the
studyshowed.
Importantly, the fatality rate

among older individuals in the
study was found to be lower
thanindevelopedcountrieslike
the United States. Among the
older population, femaleswere
foundtohavesignificantlylower
mortality thanmales.
“Some of these findings are

notverysurprising.Thefactthat
onlyafewpeoplearemainlyre-
sponsible for spreading thedis-
ease, for example. This is fairly
wellestablishedforanumberof
otherinfectiousdiseasesaswell,
and is called the 80:20 rule.
About 20 per cent of infected
peopleareresponsible, roughly,
for 80 per cent of secondary in-
fections.Thestudysuggeststhis
maybe true for thepresentepi-
demic in the Indian setting,”
Gautam Menon, professor of
physics and biology at Ashoka
University, said.
Amajorreasonforthisisthat

alargenumberofconfirmedin-
fectedpeople,or thoseshowing
symptoms, are isolated, and do
notcomeincontactwithothers.
Buttherecouldbebiologicalrea-
sonsaswell.
“Some individuals tend to

shedgreaterviral load,andthus
haveagreatercapacitytoinfect.
But you also need to interact
with people to be able to infect
them.Isolationreducesthatop-
portunity.So, it isacombination
of both these things,” Menon
said.
The small set of ‘super-

spreaders’ are usually people

whoareunawareof their infec-
tion, and interact with large
numbers of others as they go
abouttheirlives–vegetableven-
dorsorstreethawkers,forexam-
ple. The Koyambedu market
clusterinChennaiwasresponsi-
ble for transmitting the disease
to thousands of people, who
thencarriedthevirustofaraway
districts inTamilNadu.
Menon said themost inter-

esting findingwastherelatively
lowdeath rate in theolderpop-
ulationcompared to theUSand
countriesinEurope.Thecasefa-
talityratio(CFR),orthepercent-
age of people who died out of
thosewhowere confirmed in-
fected,was9.58percentamong
65-74-year-olds, 13 per cent in
the 75-84 age group, and 16.6
percentfor85yearsandolderin
the study. Across all ages, CFR
was 2.06per cent. Older people
weremore vulnerable, but less
so than their counterparts in
othercountries.
“In the US and European

countries, the fatality numbers
rise very sharply in the 65 and
older age groups. That doesn’t
seem to be happening here,
whichisveryrevealing.Because
if this is true, it conveys some-
thingvery interestingabout the
nature of the disease in the
Indian population. There has
beenthisdebateonwhetherwe
are accurately reporting our
death numbers... Assuming the
data is correct, this is extremely
significant,”Menonsaid.
A possible reason for this

could be that people who live
longer in India are usually from
the socially and economically
better-off sections, with better
access to health services. This
phenomenon is more pro-
nounced in India than in other
countries, thestudysaid.
The mortality rate among

older womenwas several per-
centage points lower than in
oldermeninthestudy.Inthe65-
74 age group, for example, the
CFR for women was 6.67 per
cent, compared to 11.5 per cent
for men. In the 75-84 group,
these numbers were 8.56 per
centand16percentrespectively.
Inthestilloldergroup,mortality
for women was only 11.1 per
cent, while formen, it was 20.5
percent.

OTHER FINDINGS
TRANSMISSION:Most
riskwhenpeopletravelled
insamevehicle;most
efficienttransmissionin
similaragegroups,i.e.,
childrentochildren,
elderlytoelderly

MORTALITY:Menmuch
morevulnerablethan
women;diabetesmost
commonco-morbidity,
followedbyhypertension,
coronaryarterydisease,
renaldisease

Top court
accepts DGCA
suggestions on
lockdown ticket
refunds

Quad meet to
focus on global
order after Covid

SHAJUPHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
OCTOBER1

AS COVID-19 cases con-
tinue to surge, the Kerala
governmentThursdayan-
nounced abanon the as-
sembly ofmore than five
persons. The ban under
Section 144 of the CrPC
comes into effect from
Saturday and will con-
tinue till the end of this
month.
This, ineffect,willhalt

all social and political
events in the state in
October.Itwouldalsonul-
lifythedirectiveinthelat-
est unlock guidelines al-
lowinggatheringsofupto
100personsoutside con-
tainmentzones.
District Magistrates

were directed to use the
relevant provisions and
ordersunderSection144,
CrPCtocontrolthespread
of the disease. Strict re-
strictions shall be im-

posed in containment
zonesandinspecificareas
where the spread of the
disease isapprehended.
OnThursday, thetotal

numberofCovid-19cases
reportedinKeralacrossed
twolakh,with8,135 fresh
cases on Thursday. The
state has now 72,339 ac-
tivecases—thethirdhigh-
est number among all
states.
Among the states

which have 2 lakh-plus
Covid-19 cases, Kerala is
intheninthslot.Theshare
ofactivecasesisat34per-
centandstillclimbing.For
comparison, the national
average figure is 14.9 per
cent.
Last week,

Chhattisgarh and jammu
and Kashmir had the
largest share of active
cases among states and
UnionTerritories, but the
active case share in both
places havenow fallen to
27 per cent and 23 per
cent, respectively.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER1

THE SUPREME Court Thursday
accepted the suggestions of the
Directorate General of Civil
Aviationonrefundingpassengers
forflightsbookedduringthelock-
downfortravelduringtheperiod.
A bench of Justices Ashok

Bhushan, R Subhash Reddy and
MRShah,whichwas seizedof a
petitionbyNGOPravasiLegalCell,
said the plea stands disposed of
intermsof theDGCAproposal.
TheDGCAhassaidthatcom-

paniesarerequiredunderthelaw
to refund passengers for flights
cancelled during the lockdown,
but forcing them to do so now
mayprovecounterproductive.
Thewatchdogcameupwith

whata“workablesolutionkeep-
inginviewtheinterestsofboth”
the industryandpassengers.
Among others, it suggested

that airlines should “immedi-
ately”refundticketsbookeddur-
ingthelockdownfromMarch25
toMay 3 during the period, but
those facing “financial distress”
be allowed to set up a transfer-
able credit shell with life up to
March31,2021. If it still remains
unutilised, thesameshallbere-
funded.

Asmall setof infected
peopleaccountedfor
muchas60percentof
secondary infection

70% infected people don’t transmit
virus, reveal data fromTN, Andhra

Kolkata: Trinamool Congress
MLA Gurupada Mete, who
tested positive for Covid-19 last
month,diedinaprivatehospital
on Thursday evening, officials
said. The 51-year-old two-time
MLA of Indus constituency in

Bankuradistrictwasadmittedto
the hospital in Howrah district
after he was infected with the
virus inSeptember.Hewasalso
suffering fromcomplications of
heart and kidney diseases, offi-
cialsof thehospital said. PTI

TMC MLA who tested positive dies

As cases rise, Kerala
bans gathering of
more than 5 people

New Delhi
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BORROW TO SPEND
Despitepickup ineconomicactivityandtaxcollections,
Centremayneedtoborrowmorethananticipated

O
NWEDNESDAY,THEControllerGeneralofAccounts(CGA)releaseddata
oncentralgovernmentfinancesforthefirstfivemonths(April-August)of
thecurrent financialyear. Fivebroadtrendsemerge.First, aftercontract-
ingforfourconsecutivemonths,theCentre’sgrosstaxrevenuesgrewmar-
ginally inAugust. Second, thisuptick in taxrevenueswasdrivenby indi-

rect tax collections, as direct tax collections continue to contract. Third, collections from
disinvestmentandnon-taxsourcesremaindepressed.Fourth,despitetheclamourforgreater
governmentsupport,governmentspendingduringthisperiodgrewatamuchslowerpace
thanwhatwasprojectedinthebudget.Andfifth,eventhoughgovernmentrevenues,both
taxandnon-tax,arelikelytopickupaseconomicactivitygainstraction,theCentremayneed
toborrowmorethanwhatithasanticipatedsofarinordertomeetitsexpenditurepriorities.
At the aggregate level, theCentre’s gross tax collectionsduring this five-monthperiod

contractedby23.7percentoverthesameperiodlastyear,reflectingtheeconomichitfrom
thepandemic.However, thepaceof contractionhaseased ineachsubsequentmonth,and
taxcollectionsgrewby2percent inAugust.Thisuptickwasdrivenlargelybyhigherexcise
collections,andafavourablebaseeffectowingtothesettlementoftheintegratedGST(IGST).
Ontheotherhand,non-taxcollectionsanddisinvestmentproceedscontinuetoremainde-
pressed.TheCentre’snon-taxrevenuesstoodatRs86,146croreduringthisperiod,or22per
centofthebudgetedtarget,ascomparedto63percentlastyear.Slippagesonaccountofdiv-
idendsandproceedsfromthetelecomsectorwillhaveabearingonitsabilitytomeetthetar-
getthisyear.Similarly,theCentre’sabilitytomeettheRs2.1lakhcroredisinvestmenttarget
fortheyearisalsoquestionable.Equallyworryingisthesecondstraightmonthofdeclinein
centralgovernmentcapitalexpenditure,andtheslowingpaceof itsrevenueexpenditure.
Leadingindicatorssuggestacontinuedpickupineconomicactivity,despiteCOVIDin-

fectionsspreading.Ontheproductionside,theNikkei’sManufacturingPurchasingManagers’
Indexexpandedatthefastestpaceineightyears inSeptember,whileontheconsumption
side, GST collections in September stood at Rs 95,480 crore, up 4per cent over last year.
However,despitethis,theshortfallintheCentre’soverallrevenuemeasuredagainstitsbud-
getedexpectationsanditsexpenditureprioritiessuggestthateventheadditionalborrow-
ingsithasplannedfor—theCentrehadraiseditsborrowingfromRs7.8lakhcroretoRs12
lakhcrore—maynotbeenough.Giventhecontinuinguncertaintyoverthepandemic,con-
tinuing stress on its revenues, anddemand for greater support thanwhat has beenpro-
videdsofar, theCentremaywellneedtoborrowmoreinordertofinanceitsspending.

Governmentwieldingof FCRAasablunt instrumentmakes it
look insecure, shrinksvital space forNGOs, civil society

I
NTHEPASTeightyears,sincethetwilightoftheUPAregimeandespeciallyafterthe
NDAassumedofficeattheCentrein2014,theenvironmentforcivilsocietyactivism
hasseenamarkedconstriction.Thegovernmenthasraisedthespectreof“western
funders’ interests”— like the “foreignhand” of an earlier era—andwielded the
ForeignContributionRegulationAct (FCRA) like ablunt instrument to shrink the

spaceforNGOsthatcampaignforenvironmentprotection,humanrightsadvocacygroups,
outfits that speak for the rights ofmarginalised sections or takeupworkers’ and farmers’
causes.OnTuesday, India joinedRussia in an ignoble league—of nations fromwhich the
globalhumanrightsorganisation,AmnestyInternational,hasceasedoperations.ThatAm-
nestyclaims itwas forcedtoshutshopbecausetheEnforcementDirectoratehas frozen its
accountswhiletheUnionMinistryofHomeAffairsaccusestheoutfitof financial impropri-
etyonlyspeaksof theacutetrustdeficitbetweencivilsocietygroupsandthegovernment.
TheFCRAisanEmergency-eralaw—inits1976avatar, itwasusedto“regulate”foreign

fundingofpoliticalparties,electoralcandidates,judges,newspaperpublishers,cartoonists.
In2010,theambitofthelawwasexpandedtoinclude“anyorganisationofpoliticalnature”.
Thisdefinition—embracinganarrayofgroups, includingtradeunions,women’sandcivil
rightsoutfits, farmers’groups,evenyouthforums—allowedthegovernmenttoscrutinise
anyforeign-fundedorganisationthatcouldbecriticalof it. In2012,atleastthreeNGOslost
theirlicenceinthewakeoftheprotestagainsttheKudankulamNuclearPowerPlant.Then
PrimeMinisterManmohanSingh’scriticismthatforeign-fundedNGOsare“notfullyappre-
ciativeofthecountry’sdevelopmentchallenges,”hastakenonasharperedgeaftertheNDA
assumedoffice.ArmedwithchangesintheFCRAlaw—anamendmentin2016madeitin-
cumbentonNGOstorenewFCRAlicenceeveryfiveyears, itwaspermanentearlier—and
bydeployingthefalsebinariesofdevelopmentvsenvironment, civil rightsvsnational in-
terest, the Centre has increased its stranglehold on civil society activism. At least 10,000
NGOshave, reportedly, lost their licence. Now, changes introduced to the law lastweek
placefurtherrestrictionsontheuseof foreignfundsbynon-profits.
TheirinvolvementingrassrootsactivitiesmeansNGOscanraisetheuncomfortableques-

tions,holdgovernmenttoaccount,enforcecorporateresponsibility.Thegovernmentneeds
toengagewithcivilsocietygroups—notlabelthemasopponentsordisruptors.

KING AND THE GHOST
Thedeathof Sankar, creatorofVikram-Betaal,marks the
passingof agloriousmoment instorytelling forchildren

A
SWASHBUCKLINGKINGdressed in red andgold, sword inhand, corpse
swungoverhisshoulder—beforedigitaldistractionscutintothebusiness
ofchildren’smagazines,severalgenerationsofyoungreadersgrewupwith
thisimageofKingVikramadityaandBetaalfromtheVikram-Betaalseries
in the Chandamama comics. Theman behind this iconic image, artist

KaratholuvuChandrasekaranSivasankaran,96,passedawayinChennaithisweek.
The last of theoriginal teamthathadbuilt up thehugelypopular children’smagazine,

thedeathofSivasankaran,orSankarashewaspopularlyknownas,markstheendofaglo-
riouschapterinchildren’smagazinesinIndia.Whenitwaslaunchedin1947byTelugufilm
producersBNagiReddyandChakrapani,Chandamamawasaninstantsuccess.Fromfolktales
tomythology,epicstoparables,themonthlymagazinewasthefirstofitskindtoputtogether
aselectionoforiginalandretoldchildren’sstories,whosepopularityensuredasurgeinread-
ershipacrossthenewly-independentcountry.Atitspeakandoveritsseven-decadejourney
thatculminated in2013,Chandamamawaspublished in13 languages, and itwasSankar’s
vivid visuals that ran like aunifying threadaround its diverse readership. Sankar came to
Chandamama after a five-year stintwith another prominent Tamilmagazine,Kalaimagal,
but,atthechildren’smagazine,hefinallyfoundahome.Hisinitiallinedrawingswouldsoon
bereplacedbyfull-blownillustrations,thenearmonochromesexchangedforvibrantwater
colours.Intone,textureandsensibility,Sankar’sillustrationsweredeeplyrootedinthecon-
temporaryIndianethos.TogetherwithChithra,thechief illustratorofthemagazine,Sankar
wouldcreateatemplatethatwouldsurvivethevicissitudesof timeandcommerce.
Inthetwilightofhiscareer,Sankarhadmovedtoareligiousmagazine,buthisworkat

Chandamama remains his legacy. For fans of Chandamama, and of theVikram-Betaal se-
ries,theimageofadashingkinglookingoverhisshoulderinaneeriecrematoriumwillfor-
everremindthemof themanwhoseartistryheldtheminthrall intheirwonderyears.

Nandita Rao and Iti Pandey

Brutalityof crime,brazenpoliceabdication,have
shakenandshamedusall. Courtmuststep in

PEOPLEWHODIED of the plague or some
other contagiousdiseasewere carriedout of
thevillageandtheirbodieswereburntwith-
outthedignityofapropercremation.Thisin-
dignity to our loved oneswas accepted as a
publichealthnecessity.ButWednesdaynight,
whenimagesstreamedinonsocialmediaand
newschannels,ofasobbingmotherinHathras
beingdeniedheryoungdaughter’sbody, fol-
lowedby the imagesof policepersonnel, de-
ployed in full force, burning this younggirl’s
remains,without any right in law, in a lonely
fieldoutsidethevillage,itwasaninjusticethat
wasmorally and legally toomuch to bear. It
wasareminderofatimewhen,inthiscountry,
apersonrelegatedbyoppressorsthroughthe
unscientific and inhumancaste systemasan
untouchable,couldbetreatedworsethanan-
imalsare—withsocialandlegalimpunity.
A youngwoman, only19years old, hail-

ing from the Valmiki community, was de-
niedthepromiseof theConstitutionof India
of equalitybefore the lawandequalprotec-
tion of the law, in both life and death.
Ironically, shemayhavehadabetterchance
of justiceinBritishIndia,becauseall Indians
wereunequal to thecoloniserandyetequal
to each other as their subjects. Sadly, the
Constitutionwhichwe the people of India
chose to rid ourselves of caste and commu-
nalplague isbeing floutedbrazenly.
The sequence of events that saw theun-

forgivable forced burning of the body of the
youngwoman inHathras is as horrifying as
the end that shemet. As permedia reports,
themother of the victimdescribedhowshe
had found the body of her daughter on
September14:“Mydaughterwaslyingnaked
withhertongueprotrudingfromhermouth.
Hereyeswerebulgingoutandshewasbleed-
ing fromhermouth, herneckand therewas
blood near her eyes. I also noticed bleeding
fromhervagina.Iquicklycoveredherwiththe
pallu ofmy saree, and started screaming.” It
was further reported that the brother and
motherdrove thevictimto theChandpapo-
lice station on their motorcycle and the
brother alleged that “the police kept saying,
‘Justtakeherfromhere’.”Thefamilytookthe
victim in an ambulance to a local hospital
whereshewaskeptfortwohoursbeforebe-
ingreferredtothe JawaharlalNehruMedical

College andHospital, Aligarh. Statements by
Dr Shahid Ali Siddiqui, principal of the JNM
CollegeandHospital,inthemedia,reportedly
stated that “due to spinal cord damage, the
victimwas suffering from quadriplegia”,
meaningcompleteparalysis inall fourlimbs.
Andthe injuriesonherneck,headded,were
causing her “breathing problems”. Thirteen
daysafterthevictimhadbeenadmittedtothe
hospital, thedoctorsaidthattheywereyetto
confirmifsexualassaulthadtakenplace.“The
girl is serious butwe cannot confirm sexual
assaultasofyet.Asealedreportfromourend
hasbeensent to thedistrict administration”.
AccordingtoanarticlepublishedinTheIndian
Express, the four upper-castemen, charged
withgangrapeandattempttomurder,apart
fromcharges under the SC/ST(Prevention of
Atrocities)Act,werearrestedonastatement
givenbythevictimonSeptember23,aftershe
brieflyregainedconsciousness.Thereisnoex-
planation for the nine-day delay. On
September 29, the victim succumbed toher
injuriesatSafdarjungHospital,where,asper
themedia reports, the family states shewas
takenwithouttheirconsent.
Thequestionofwhetheritisobligatoryfor

the police to register an FIR on information
givenbyan informanthasbeenanswered in
theaffirmativebythefive-memberbenchof
theSupremeCourt inLalitaKumariv.Govt.of
U.P.Ithasbeencategoricallyruledthatthepro-
visionsofSection154(1)CrPCaremandatory
and the officer concerned is duty-bound to
register the case on the basis of information
disclosingcommissionofacognizableoffence.
TheCriminalLawAmendmentAct,2013,

emphasises examination as well as treat-
ment of the victim, both physical and psy-
chological, inadditiontomereevidencecol-
lection. As per MOHFW guidelines, it is
mandatory for a doctor to inform the juris-
dictionalpolice(localpolicestation)regard-
ingacaseof sexualviolence,unless thesur-
vivor does not give consent, in which case
suchfactiswrittenontheMLCbytheexam-
ining doctor. The victim should have been
takenformedicalexaminationimmediately
andanMLCwouldhaveclearlystatedallthe
injuries on the person of the victim, which
then could have directed the sections to be
added in theFIRandguided further investi-

gation.However,inthepresentcase,theam-
biguityastowhetherornottherewassexual
assault,doesnotseemtoinspireconfidence
ineither the investigatorsor thedoctors.
As if itwasn’tbadenoughthat theentire

investigationofthedastardlyviolenceagainst
this youngDalitwomanhad been compro-
mised,andherhealthandmedicalcondition
hadbeenneglected,theactionsoftheUPpo-
liceofficials after shepassedawayseemun-
fathomable.Thesamepoliceforcewhichhad
tillnownothadenoughmanpowerto lodge
a timelyFIR,or to take thevictimto thehos-
pital, or to ensure timely collection ofmed-
icalevidence,emergedinfullforcetolockup
her familymembers,denythemthebodyof
their daughterwithout any legal right to do
so,andcarriedherbodytothewildernessto
beburnt in themiddleof thenight.Notonly
is this action completelywithout the sanc-
tionof law,but itshasteandtimingalsocre-
atefurthersuspicionthatitwasdonetosup-
pressthemedicalevidenceofsexualassault.
Seeingthekeepersofthelawconductthem-
selvesinamannerthatappearsinhumanand
illegal,withimpunity,hasachillingeffecton
the law-abiding citizens, especiallywomen,
while simultaneously no doubt embolden-
ingthe“anti-socialelements”toviewthem-
selvesasabovethe law.
As citizens of India, whenwe gave our-

selvesourConstitution,wecastuponour ju-
diciary the duty to protect our fundamental
rightsagainstanyencroachmentfromtheex-
ecutive, irrespective of the religionwe es-
poused or the caste forced uponus. And to-
day,aswestandshakenandhumiliatedbythe
brazen inhumanityperpetratedon themost
vulnerableofIndiansincompleteviolationof
theruleoflaw,wehopethatourjudiciarywill
exerciseitsimmenseconstitutionalpowerto
leadandsupervisea free, fair andspeedy in-
vestigationintotheheinousallegationofbru-
talrapeandthecompletelyillegalforcedcre-
mationandillegaldetentionbytheUPpolice.
AllIndianstodayneedtobereassuredthatour
Constitution, itsspirit,andtheideaof India it
promisedtousall, isprotectedbythebravest
andthemightiest.

Thewritersare lawyerspractisingat
theDelhiHighCourt

As if it wasn’t bad enough
that the entire investigation
of the dastardly violence
against this young Dalit
woman had been
compromised, and her
health and medical condition
had been neglected, the
actions of the UP police
officials after she passed
away seem unfathomable.
The same police force which
had till now not had enough
manpower to lodge a timely
FIR, or to take the victim to
the hospital, or to ensure
timely collection of medical
evidence, emerged in full
force to lock up her family
members, deny them the
body of their daughter
without any legal right to do
so, and carried her body to
the wilderness to be burnt in
the middle of the night.
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There isno suchthingas publicmoney—
there isonlytaxpayers’money.

— MARGARET THATCHERTHEEDITORIALPAGE

KKRagesh

HIJACKING THE HOUSE
Rules, precedentwere ignored topush throughanti-farmerBills inRajyaSabha

LASTWEEK, THE Narendra Modi govern-
mentpushed through threepro-corporate
bills — Farmers’ Produce Trade and
Commerce(PromotionandFacilitation)Bill,
2020, Farmers (Empowerment &
Protection) Agreement of Price Assurance
and Farm Services Bill, 2020 and the
Essential Commodities (Amendment) Bill
— in Parliament. All three Bills were inter-
connected.Thefirst twogivecorporatesop-
portunitytotradeinagriculturalcommodi-
ties while entering into agreements with
farmerswithoutanygovernment interven-
tion. The third provides corporates the op-
portunity to stock as much as they wish
agricultural commodities that come to
themthroughprocurement and contracts.
Thegovernmenthascreatedopportunities
for corporates to procure commodities at
cheapprices,hoardthestockandcreatear-
tificial shortages, and possibly sell them
lateratexorbitantprices.Thethreelawswill
facilitate lootingof farmersandconsumers;
the Centre has legitimised hoarding and
blackmarketwith them.
This iswhy the entireOpposition stood

together to support the stand taken by the
Leftandotheroppositionpartiesagainstthe
Bills inParliament.TheLeftpartiesalsosub-
mitteda statutory resolutionmotion to re-
fertheBillstotheselectcommitteeandpro-
posed 12 amendments to the Bills. The
clauseforensuringminimumsupportprice
(MSP) foragriculturecommoditieswasthe

most importantamongtheseamendments.
The Chair announced a voice vote on the
statutory resolution and declared it is
negated. He refused to consider repeated
demandsbymembersforadivisionvoteon
the statutory resolution.
TheDeputyChairmanof theRajyaSabha

has told themedia that “the amendment
movedbyCPI(M)MPKKRageshwasnegated
byvoicevoteat1.07pmonSeptember20as
hewasinthewellofthehouseandnotonhis
seat inthegalleryatthatpointof time”.But I
wasnowhereinthewellasperRSTVfootage
captured at 1.07 pm! The precedent is that
thedivisionvoteisdemandedbythemember
soonafter thevoicevote.Ataround1.08pm,
afterthechair’sannouncementthatthestatu-
toryresolutionandmotionforamendments
were negated in the voice vote, I raisedmy
demandforadivisionvote.Ihadfollowedthe
rulesof theHouse.
Even themotions to refer the Bill to the

select committeewere rejected in themost
undemocraticmanner. In theRSTVfootage,
my voice can be heard thrice soon after the
voicevote,demandingadivisionvoteonthe
motiontorefertheBill totheselectcommit-
tee,whichwasraisedfrommyseat.Whatwas
thejustificationofthechair’srefusaltoadmit
mydemand?Andwhenmynameisreferred
tointhecontextofanamendmentonClause
2, the video visual reveals that I demanded
divisionat1.11pm,whichwasneglected.
Thedeputychairman’sargumentthat“for

ademandfordivision,itisequallyimportant
that there should be order in the House” is
justanexcusetojustifyhisundemocraticac-
tions.EveniforderintheHouseisdisrupted,
it is the duty of the Chair to ensure it (Rule
259). There are several acceptedways to do
it, including adjourning theHouse and con-
vening itaftersometime.
Besides, the Chair’s argument that the

membersshoulddemandforadivisionfrom
their seatsmakes no sense considering the
seatingarrangements.Howisitpossiblewhen
themembershave takenpart in this session
by sitting even in the Lok Sabha chamber, in
accordancewiththesocialdistancingnorms?
Yetagain,theRSTVfootageshowstherewere
manymembers raisingdemand for division
votebysittingintheirseats.Onceamotionis
presented in theHouse, anymemberwho is
present could demand a division vote.Why
didtheChairinsistthatdivisionvoteisadmis-
sibleonlywhenthemoverofthemotionisin
his seat? According to the rules, the vote
shouldbeconductedevenifasinglemember
of thehousedemandstodoso.
Theanti-farmerlawsareoutthereandthe

peoplearejudgingtheintentofthegovernm-
entthathurriedlyrolledthemout.TheNare-
ndraModi government’s anti-farmer and
pro-corporatestandisclearernowthanever.

Thewriter isaRajyaSabhaMP
anda leaderofAll IndiaKisanSabha, the

peasantwingof theCPI(M)

In the RS TV footage, my
voice can be heard thrice
soon after the voice vote,
demanding a division vote
on the motion to refer the
Bill to the select committee,
which was raised from my
seat. What was the
justification of the chair’s
refusal to admit my
demand? And when my
name is referred to in the
context of an amendment on
Clause 2, the video visual
reveals that I demanded
division at 1.11 pm, which
was neglected.

IRAN-IRAQ WAR
IRAQANDIRANreportedtankbattlesraging
on their war front as Ayatollah Ruhollah
Khomeinislammedthedoorshuttoacease-
fire,vowingtofighttotheend. Irandeclared
it intendstokeeptheStraitofHormuzopen
toshippingandclaimeditsgroundforces in
street-to-streetfightinghadpushedIraqiin-
vaders out of key city in oil-rich Khuzestan
province.TheIraqinewsagencysaidthatthe
smoke still curling over Baghdadwas from
theDoraHilla natural gas line juncture that
fed the power plant attacked by Iranian
Phantoms.Iraqclaimeditsinfantryhadcap-
tured all approaches to the strategic army
garrison townofDezful.

ZIA ON KASHMIR
PAKISTANPRESIDENTGENZiaulHaq, inhis
wide-ranging speech to the UN General
Assemblysaidtheprocessofnormalisation
of relations between India and Pakistan
couldbe"furtheraccelerated"withapeace-
fulsettlementof thequestionof Jammuand
Kashmir.Withoutnamingthecountries,he
spoke about discrimination against 300
millionminorities in theworld.Theprinci-
pal focus of the address was on Islam and
Islamic virtues, Afghanistan and Palestine.
But he also referred to the inability of the
UN in dealing with the “rights” of the
Palestinianpeopleor“redeemingitsprom-
isetothepeopleof theJammuandKashmir

state to enable them to decide their future
inaccordancewithitsrelevantresolutions”.

INDIA-SOVIET TALKS
PRESIDENTSLEONIDBREZHNEVandSanjiva
ReddyhaveexpressedhopesthatIraqandIran
will abandon thepathofwarandstrive for a
peacefulsettlementoftheirproblems.Intheir
extensivetalksinMoscow,theSovietsidere-
iterateditsfearthatcontinuationofthearmed
conflict in theGulfwould encourage further
Americaninterferenceinthearea.TheSoviet
sidereiterateditspositiononAfghanistanand
expressedappreciationofIndia'spositionand
understandinginrelationtodevelopmentsin
southandsouthwestAsia.
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In the mirror of Hathras
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One unmistakable winner emerged from Tuesday’s presidential debate: Xi
Jinping. The loser was the American public — and anyone else unfortunate
enough to have sat through the grim 90-minute spectacle.

— THEGUARDIANTHE IDEASPAGE
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To my mind, the Democrats
and their presidential
candidate, Joe Biden, have a
clear option that dominates
all others: Go nuclear. By this
I mean they must commit to
a credible threat, promise
that if they were to win the
White House and Senate,
they will abolish the
filibuster — a tactic that
blocks or delays Senate
action on a Bill, usually by
talking endlessly — and
expand the size of the
Supreme Court by adding
more seats. The laws allow
such a possibility. This way,
if Judge Barrett is installed,
they can re-balance the
political makeup of the
Court by adding seats and
‘packing’ it with their
handpicked liberal justices.

The war within America Gandhi’s freedom

ON JANUARY 30, 1948, the flag of the
UnitedNationsOrganisationwas lowered
tohalf-mast.For thefirst time, theUNhad
set aside a day’s session to honour the
man just murdered in Delhi. “Not the
head of a state, a general or a king, but a
lone man who without an army, riches,
or political alliances, has been called the
most powerfulman of the 20th century.
Who was this man that all the world
should mourn over?” — Encyclopedia
Britannica’sdocumentary onGandhi be-
ginswiththisdescription.Gandhi’sgreat-
ness is universal. ForGandhians, he is an
eternal inspiration. Gandhi never hated
anybody, but some Gandhians do.
Incidentally, for thosewhomGandhians
hate, too,Gandhi is iconic. For,Gandhi fits
into all shapes and sizes. His legacy can
be appropriated by anyone. As is fa-
mouslysaidof leaders,Gandhi toocanbe
“loved or hated but not ignored”.
Gandhi had optimistically predicted

that he could be killed but not his
Gandhism. Seventy-two years after his
death,Gandhismremains,but it is largely
about externals. Cleanliness, khadi, cow
protection and swadeshi became chic in
Gandhi’s name. Gandhi emerged as a
“trendy fashion icon”. These are not
unimportant. But Gandhism is much
more than these externals.
Gandhi’scoremessagewasaboutfree-

dom,whichTagoredescribed inhispoem
as “where the mind is without fear”.
Enlightenment thinkers emphasised on
human freedom fromthematerial stand-
point. Gandhi gave this a spiritual dimen-
sion.FromSouthAfricatoIndia,Gandhire-
lentlesslyfoughtforfreedomandequality.
Healignedfreedomwithresponsibilityand
equalitywithdignityandlove.“Iamnotin-
terested in freeing India from merely
English yoke. I am bent on freeing India
from any yokewhatsoever”, Gandhi de-
clared. Biographer Louis Fischer quipped
that the EnglishmanwhopushedGandhi
out of the railway carriage in SouthAfrica
didn’t realise that in a few decades, the
same fragilemanwould push the English
Rajoutof India.
Nat Turner, the African American

slave-preacher too was born on October
2 in 1800. Turner was the first to rebel
against slavery in America. His rebellion
was crushed and he was hanged. Like
Gandhi,Turner tootrodthespiritualpath
like a mystic. He too was austere in his
lifestyle and fasted and prayed regularly.
LikeGandhi,healsobelievedthathismis-
sionwasdivine.
GandhicarriedforwardTurner’sman-

tle in South Africa, fighting against
apartheid. Later, in India, he led the strug-
gleagainsttheBritishruleontheonehand
andagainstsocialevilsontheother.Hede-
scribedthemovementforswarajasoneof
“self-purification”.
Gandhism lies in the commitment to

freedom and self-purification. Dictators
thriveonyokeslikebrutestatepower,apli-

antmediaandincessantpropaganda.Gandhi
respectedhiscritics.Butdictatorscan’tstand
dissent. They live in their cocoons, sur-
roundedbyhenchmenandyes-men. That
hasbeenthestory,fromHitlertoStalin.Once
theThirdReichwas formed in1933,Hitler
declared that thepartyhadnomorerole in
the government. He surrounded himself
with “experts”. Leaderswho camebefore
himwereerasedfromthehistoricmemory.
Stalinundertookthe“GreatPurge”,eliminat-
ing his competitors and rivals in the party
startingwith the killing of Sergei Kirov in
1934 and endingwith the killing of Leon
Trotskyin1940.Inallthesecampaigns,both
Hitler andStalin dependedon state power
andasubmissivemedia.
Gandhiwastheantithesisofsuchdicta-

torialtendencies.Gandhilivedanopenlife,
neversurroundedbyacoterie.Hewasfear-
less in truth.He rushed toNoakhaliwhen
riots broke out in early 1947 in which a
large number of Hindus were killed. For
fourmonths, hewent from village to vil-
lagepersuadingMuslimstoembracetheir
Hindu neighbours. He admonished
Huseyn Suhrawardy, the Bengal Premier,
forhis inaction.But then,herefusedtoac-
cept thechiefminister’sversionabout the
communal situation in Bihar and rushed
to Patna to offer succour toMuslimswho
were victimised by Hindus. He admon-
ishedtheCongressgovernment inequally
harshwords for its failure.
That’swhatGandhicalledRamRajyaor

DharmaRajya— a state of righteous free-
dom.DeenDayalUpadhyaylaterexplained
DharmaRajya in the terms of democracy.
Democracy is understood as the govern-
ment“bythepeople,of thepeopleandfor
thepeople”.While“bythepeople”and“of
thepeople”representedelectionsandgov-
ernment, “for the people”meantDharma
Rajya,DeenDayalaverred.RamaRajya, for
Gandhi, meant people being free from
every typeof yoke.
Gandhi’s saga inspired many.

Authoritarian regimes fell inmany coun-
tries after India. The last to fall in the last
centurywas the Soviet Union. The Soviet
regime’s anthem used to describe the
countryasthe“indestructibleunionof free
republics”.Thoserepublicswerebarelyfree
under the Soviet regime. Themyth of in-
destructibilityremainedonlyuntilMikhail
Gorbachevbecame thePresident in1986.
All thatwasneeded for the indestructibil-
itytogowashispolicyofGlasnost—open-
ness. TheKazakhswere the first to take to
the streets in 1986.Gorbachevusedbrute
militarypower,butthemovementforfree-
domspreadlikeawildfire,destroyingone
of the last surviving dictatorships of the
20th century. Horrific details of the acci-
dentattheChernobylnuclearpowerplant
were carried by the recently “freed”
Russianmedia far andwide, further pre-
cipitating thedownfall.
There is a growing democracy deficit

in theworld today.People’s freedomsare
at stake. The Gandhian agenda was al-
waysaboutmoreopenness, freedomand
a lifeof dignityandrespect.Abenevolent
state anda freemedia aremandatory for
people’s freedom. “I will be gone saying
what Iamsaying,butone-daypeoplewill
remember thatwhat thispoormansaid,
that alone was true”, Gandhi pleaded
once. Realising that Gandhi was right is
real Gandhism.

Thewriter isMember,BoardofGovernors,
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BattleoverJusticeRuthBaderGinsburg’slegacy,herSupremeCourtseat,mayovertakeallotherissues—
pandemic,economiccollapse,firesandfloods—inUSpresidentialpolls

THEUNITEDSTATES isatwarwith itself.
With that start, I could take the next

thousandwords inmanydirections. I could
write of the unmasked contempt that in-
cumbentDonaldTrumpandchallenger Joe
Bidenhad for eachother through themost
unpresidential of presidential debates. I
couldwriteaboutthemarchesforracial jus-
tice taking place for months across the
country, aptly described as the largest
protestmovement in thenation’s history. I
couldspeakof theunspeakable—America’s
botchedhandlingof everything fromcoro-
navirus to climate change.
Letmeput thosesubjectsasideandtake

the space here to focus on a war about to
erupt inWashingtonDCovera seatvacated
by an 87-year-oldwoman. At 5 feet and an
inch,shewasatoweringpresenceonthena-
tion’s Supreme Court, champion of gender,
civil and voting rights — and a pop icon
memorialisedint-shirtsandtattoos.Ispeak,
ofcourse,of theNotoriousRBG, JusticeRuth
Bader Ginsburg, who finally succumbed to
cancer. In thecomingdays, thewaroverher
legacy, her Supreme Court seat, may over-
takeallotherissues—apandemicstillraging,
aneconomy incollapseand firesand floods
of biblicalproportions.
TheUS Senate has a Republicanmajor-

ity and with the party’s leader, Donald
Trump, in theWhite House, it can replace
the left-leaning liberal, RBGwitha conser-
vative judgebeforetheelection.Theeffects
wouldbe long-lasting,as thiswould firmly
tilt thehighestcourt in the landtotheright
for decades to come and overturn funda-
mental laws that could affect a woman’s
right toanabortionorthesweepingafford-
able healthcare act, known as Obamacare,
among others. Trump has, in fact, selected
an ultra-conservative, Judge Amy Coney
Barrett, as his nominee and is aiming for a
SenateconfirmationbeforeElectionDayon
November3.TheDemocratshavethecards
stackedagainst them,sincethebodies that
canmake this happen, the Senate and the
White House, are currently in Republican
control.With enoughRepublican senators
lininguptosupportramminganewjustice
in before the elections, the prospects for
blocking such amove lookbleak.
Oddly, thismay help the Democrats on

theElectionDay.Sometimes,themostpow-
erfulstrategiesemergewhenyouhaveyour
backagainst awall.
To mymind, the Democrats and their

presidential candidate, Joe Biden, have a
clear option that dominates all others: Go
nuclear.Bythis Imeantheymustcommitto
a credible threat, promise that if theywere
to win theWhite House and Senate, they
will abolish the filibuster — a tactic that
blocksordelaysSenateactiononaBill,usu-
ally by talking endlessly — and expand the
size of the Supreme Court by addingmore
seats.Thelawsallowsuchapossibility.This
way, if JudgeBarrett is installed, theycanre-
balancethepoliticalmakeupof theCourtby
adding seats and “packing” it with their
handpicked liberal justices.
The idea comes with some retaliatory

risk; it sets aprecedent for a repeatedgame

of tit-for-tat Supreme Court expansions
when the shoe is on the other foot and the
othersideisinpower.However,sucharetal-
iationwouldhappenfurtheroutintothefu-
ture andendless court expansions couldbe
unpopularamongvoters.Soit isariskworth
takingfornow.Thisnuclearoptionisbegin-
ningtogetsomeadherentsalready.Kamala
Harris, JoeBiden’srunningmate,hashinted
sheiswarmtotheidea.Bidenhasinthepast
been concerned about the tit-for-tat prece-
dent thismight set, but is now keeping his
mouthshutonthetopic.Whenaskedinthe
debateaboutwhetherhewouldpushtopack
the court in the event of a Democraticwin,
hedeflectedanddidn’t answer.
I feel he shouldn’t hold back and come

out and say, heck yes, that option is on the
table. For Democrats, this is a no-lose strat-
egy,asitwillmaximisevoterenergyaround
a galvanising cause. The issuewould bring
morevoterstothepollsandbringmoresup-
port to theparty.Thesignsof suchmomen-
tum are already apparent. In the first hour
after RBG’s passing, a key organisation that
tracks fundraising for theDemocrats raised
moremoney in an hour than in any other
one-hour timeframe since it had launched
16 years ago. It broke its all-time record in
moneyraised inasingleday.
Nationwide polls suggest that fast-for-

warding JudgeBarrett’sappointment to the
SupremeCourtpickisunpopularwithama-
jorityof voters; so this shouldhelpwith the
momentumfavouringDemocrats.
Why did Trump and the Republicans

execute a pre-emptive strike? They had
two options. One was to forge ahead and
install a conservative judge. In the coming
weeks, theheadlineswillbedominatedby
thebitterconfirmationprocess.Thismight
take some attention away from other is-

sues: Trump’s disastrous handling of
COVID-19 or his monstrous debate per-
formance or that he has masterfully
avoided paying income taxes by running
failed businesses and taking $70,000 de-
ductions for hair-styling. And then, of
course, Trump would boast of having ap-
pointedthreeconservativeSupremeCourt
judgesashiscampaignpitch.Thatsaid,any
benefits would be neutralised if the
Democrats were to successfully use voter
fury of having Judge Barrett pushed
through in an election year — an act that
Republicans themselves had argued
against back when Obama had a similar
chance to fill aSupremeCourt seat in2016.
Alternatively, Trump could have cam-
paignedonapromise to appoint a conser-
vative judge after he gets re-elected. Such
amovewouldhavedisappointed the“bird
inthehand”voterseagertoconfirmaright-
leaning judgewhileTrumpis still inoffice;
but it could have fired up the campaign to
re-electhimandgiving itarenewedration-
ale. By jumping the gun now, Trumpmay,
ironically,pulloff aSupremeCourtwin,but
has added fuel to the Biden campaign and
set apotential retaliatory strike inmotion.
ThusmyadvicetoBiden:Gonuclear.You

havenothingto loseat thispoint.Myadvice
to Trump: Accept the election outcomes if
you loseandthenquietlydisappear.Unless,
of course, there is a subpoena that requires
yourappearanceinfrontofajudgeinacourt
toanswersomequestionsaboutyearsof tax
dodging and $70,000 haircuts. Count your-
self lucky, that the judge isnotRBG.
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INJUSTICE IN UP

THISREFERSTOthereport‘UPPoliceout
in full force tocremateHathraswoman,
away from family’ and the editorial
‘ImpunityinHathras’(IE,October1).The
incident isanadditiontochronicle fore-
told by B RAmbedkar, whowhile de-
scribingtheviceandviciousnessofcaste
hatredinHinduSociety,hassaid:“Tothe
‘Untouchables’, Hinduism is a veritable
chamber of horrors”. Recently, the
CalcuttaHighCourt (HC)while dispos-
ingaPILonthedignifieddisposalofdead
bodies of COVIDvictims observed that
“the right to dignity and fair treatment
underArticle21oftheConstitutionisnot
onlyavailable toa livingpersonbutalso
to hismortal remains after his demise.
Disposal of a humanbody,whether or
notthepersondiesofCovid-19,whether
by cremationor burial, shouldbedone
withdue respect and solemnness”. The
intriguingpoliceham-handednessover
thegang-rape,brutalisationandcrema-
tionof theDalitwomanvictim, sends a
chillingmessage—not only doDalits
haveno control over their lives, but not
evenafterdeath.

LRMurmu,Delhi

NO DUE PROCESS
THIS REFERS TO editorial “The
Demolition” (IEOctober 1). It lays bare
the stark reality ofwhat the justice sys-
temhasbecome. Thedemolitionwas a
publicspectaclethathardlyrequiredany

proof. The reaction of Justice Liberhan,
carriedbythenewspaper,underlinesthe
mockery of the judicial process. The
charge that the judiciary is increasingly
beholden to the ruling dispensation is
strengthenedfurtherwiththeverdict.

Harish Joshi,Pune

POLITICS NEEDED
THIS REFERS TO the article ‘Good stu-
dents,badstudents”(IE,September30).
Pupilsmustnotbedissuadedfrompar-
takinginpoliticaldiscourse.Thehigher
educationinstitutionsacrossthenation
should seek to mould students into
proactivecitizens,whoarealwayswill-
ingtotakeupthebaton.

VarunDas,Zirakpur

LETTER TO THEEDITOR

FORGANDHI,violencewasasignof thefail-
ureofalegitimatepoliticalpower.Atthecore
ofGandhi’spoliticaltheoryistheviewofpol-
itics as shaped by internal moral power,
rather than from the standpoint of rational
violence.Consequently,forGandhi,themod-
ern state contained forces that threatened,
rather thanenhanced, liberty. Therefore, he
did not consider democracy as a political
regime but as a value, which needed to be
createdandcherished.Hisdefenceof institu-
tions of the liberal constitutional state did
notmean that he justified them in termsof
hispoliticalphilosophy.Tothecontrary,pol-
itics forGandhiwasanactofconsciousness,
notamodeof living taken forgranted.
Gandhididnotseethegoalofpoliticalac-

tion as the immediate capture of office.
According to him, the basic condition of po-
liticalactionwastheeliminationof violence.
Hisprincipalaimwastocivilisemodernpol-
iticsfromwithin,byshortingthecircuitofre-
sentment,hatredandcoercion.Hispoliticsof
non-violencewas amethod tomobilise col-
lectivepower in amanner that attends to its
ownmoraleducationinanexemplaryandin-
novativeway. Excellence is the end thatwe
havetosetbeforeourselvesaspoliticalbeings.
Gandhi showed that a life of excellence is an
agencyandatransformativeforce,anexperi-

ence of conscience underpinning the har-
monybetweenethicsandpolitics.
An “ethic of responsibility” underlined

Gandhi’snon-violentpolitics.Hearguedfora
dedicated and committed political ethos,
which did not accept the necessity of “dirty
hands” in politics. As he affirmed on July 3,
1940,“Ihavealwaysderivedmypoliticsfrom
ethics or religionandmystrength is alsode-
rivedbymyderivingmypolitics fromethics.
ItisalsobecauseIswearbyethicsandreligion
thatIfindmyself inpolitics.Apersonwhoisa
lover of his country is bound to take a lively
interest inpolitics.”
Gandhiwasthinkingintermsoflong-term

socialstabilityamongnations.So,hewanted
to put his hands on the wheel of history
throughnon-violentpolitics.Ultimately,what
was important forhimwastomovefromvi-
olencetopolitics.Thistransitioncouldnottake
placewithouttheinterventionoftheethicalin
thepolitical. InaspeechatAll-IndiaNational
EducationConferenceonJanuary13,1930,he
observed: “There are somewho think that
moralityhasnothingtodowithpolitics.Wedo
not concern ourselveswith the character of
our leaders… If swaraj was not meant to
civiliseus,andtopurifyandstabiliseourcivil-
isation, itwould beworthnothing. The very
essence of our civilisation is thatwe give a

paramountplacetomoralityinallouraffairs,
publicorprivate.”
TheGandhianappealtotheethicalinpol-

itics was not only away to seek Truth, but
also of coming to know oneself in ever-
greaterdepth. TheGandhianeffort fornon-
violentpoliticswasacultivationofone’sca-
pacity for ethical citizenship. That is to say,
Gandhi considered politics as awork of the
heart and notmerely of reason. This recalls
FrenchphilosopherBlaisePascal,whosaid:
“The heart has its reasonswhich reason it-
self does not know.” In the samemanner,
Gandhibelievedthat theheart, andnotrea-
son, is the seat of morality. He wrote in
Harijan (June 8, 1940): “Moralitywhich de-
pends upon the helplessness of a man or
woman has not much to recommend it.
Moralityisrootedinthepurityofourhearts.”
Gandhi believed that next to constructive
work,asocietyneedsalsotobeinwardlyem-
powered,sincehumanbeingsarecapableof
love, friendship, solidarityandempathy.
OnJanuary5,1907,GandhiwroteinIndian

Opinion: “It is themoral nature of man by
which he rises to good and noble thoughts.
Thedifferentsciencesshowustheworldasit
is.Ethicstellsuswhatitoughttobe.Itenables
mantoknowhowheshouldact.Manhastwo
windows to hismind: Through one he can

seehisownself as it is; throughtheother,he
can seewhat it ought to be.” Consequently,
Gandhi insisted on the autonomous nature
ofthemoralact.Hisviewofmoralitywasnot
adenialofpolitics.Onthecontrary,Gandhi’s
moral idealismwascompletedbyapolitical
realism,which sought the construction of a
democraticsociety.Hewrote:“I feelthatpo-
liticalworkmustbe lookeduponintermsof
socialandmoralprogress.”
FromGandhi’sperspective,non-violence

was an ontological truth that followed from
theunity and interdependenceof humanity
and life. Therefore, he advocated an aware-
nessof theessential unityof humanity. That
awarenesscalledforcriticalself-examination
and amove from egocentricity towards a
“sharedhumanity.” This “sharedhumanity”
cannotexist if it isnotawareof itsshortcom-
ings.Itneedstostrivetoremoveitsethicalim-
perfections in order to be able to livewith
global challenges. In an age of increasing
“globalisation of selfishness”, there is an ur-
gent need to understand and practise the
moralleadershipofMahatmaGandhiandre-
evaluatetheconceptofpolitics.

Thewriter isdirector,MahatmaGandhi
CentreforNonviolenceandPeaceStudies,

OPJindalGlobalUniversity

Gandhi’smoralitywasnotdenialofpolitics.Hisidealismwascompletedbyrealism
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E-NIT INVITING BIDS FOR OUTSOURCING OF SHOP NO. 7 AT TRC BUILDING KATRA (AS IS WHERE IS BASIS).

e-NIT No. 28 of 2020 Dated: 24/09/2020.
On behalf of the Lieutenant Governor of Union Territory of J&K, e-tenders are invited from registered
Individuals/Firms/Hoteliers/Companies/Agencies for outsourcing of Shop No. 7 at TRC, Katra for a period of 03 years
extendable to another 02 years subject to satisfactory performance (as is where is basis) of the Directorate of
Tourism, Jammu.

UNION TERRITORY OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR DIRECTORATE
OF TOURISM, JAMMU

www:jammutourism.gov. Tel. 0191-2548172 e-mail:dirtsmjmu@gmail.com Fax.0191-2548358

1. The Bidding documents can be downloaded from the website http://jktenders.gov.in from 24/09/2020 to
15/10/2020 upto 10.00 Hrs (am).

Dy. Director Tourism,
Jammu

No: DTJ/Estates/211-13
Dated: - 24/09/2020.

S.
No

1.

Name of the
Asset

Shop No. 7 at
TRC, Katra
Area: 11’ x 17’

Minimum
Franchise

Fee/Annually

Rs. 07.30/-
lac

annually.

Eligibility Criteria

1. GST No.
2. PAN
3. Character Certificate
4. Annual turnover of Rs. 20.00 lac

for the financial year 2019-20.
5. Income Tax Return for last

three years.

Franchise
Period

3 Years,
extendable
to another 2
years sub-
ject to satis-
factory per-
formance

Earnest
Money

(CDR/FDR)

Rs. 30,000/-

Cost of
tender

document

Rs. 500/-

DIPJ-5259

GARGIVERMA
KONDAGAON,OCTOBER1

ITHASbeenaweeksincecrowds
reportedly vandalised11houses
belonging tominority commu-
nity families in three villages of
Chhattisgarh’s Bastar division.
Complaintshavebeensubmitted
byChristiantribalfamiliesagainst
tribal villagersover the incidents
of September 22-23, but no FIR
hasbeenfiledyet.
More than20of the40Chris-

tiantribalfamiliesinthevillagesof
Kakrabeda, Singanpur and Tili-
yabedahavesincelefttheirhomes.
Additionalpoliceforceshave

been deployed for about a
week in five villages, around20
kmfromtheKondagaondistrict
collectorate.
DistrictCollectorPushpendra

Meenasaidthesituationispeace-
ful, and the families who left
wouldreturnaspertheirconven-
ience. “Bothparties have agreed
tokeeppeace.Butasaprecaution,
we have deployed policemen,”
MeenatoldTheIndianExpress.
When contacted, Bastar IGP

SundarrajPsaid,“Thesituationis
very sensitive and we have to
treadcarefully.Legalactionwillbe
taken, but thepriority is to avoid
anyuntowardincident.Policede-
ploymentwillcontinue.”
Most villages in Bastar have

some Christian families.While
therehasbeenfrictionandclashes
in the past, this is the first time
houseshavebeenvandalisedand
familieshaveleftthevillages.
ShivramPoyam (27), a resi-

dentofKakrabeda,wasthefirstto
alert thepoliceonSeptember22
afternoon, hours before the inci-
dent. “I knew something was
afootwhenvillagersstartedgath-
ering. Iwent to thepolice station
andaskedthemtocometothevil-
lage,”hesaid.
Seven houses in Kakrabeda

weredamaged,includingPoyam’s.
“Acrowdof500peopletrampled
uponvegetablecrops,”hesaid.
Poyam said hismother and

wifewereinthehousewhenthe

crowdbargedinandbrokeuten-
sils.“Amanthrewmywifeoutof
the house.”His family ran away
intotheforests,headded.
“Thevillagers believe that by

following Christianity,we have
defiledtheir ritualsandcustoms.
Weareuntouchables.Theywant
us to quit Christianity or the vil-
lage,”Poyamsaid.
Hesaidthatdespiteappealing

topolice,noFIRwasregistered.
Of11familiesbelongingtothe

community in Kakrabeda, 20
membershaveleftthevillage.
Bhaktin(49),anotherresident,

said theproblemwith followers
of “IshuDharm” (Faith of Jesus)
wasthattheydidn’tparticipatein
villagerituals.
Vijay Sori (32), a resident of

Singanpur,agrampanchayat6km
fromKakrabeda,disagreed.“After
I started followingChristianity, I
triedtoinvitethevillageeldersfor
mywedding.Nota singleperson
came.Theysaywedon’tcomefor
rituals,wheninreality,ifwedogo,
wearechargedheftyfinesfor‘pol-
luting’theevent,”hesaid.
Singanpur sawa similar inci-

dent on September 23. Five
housesweredamagedintwovil-
lages under the grampanchayat
allegedlybythesamecrowd,even
aspolicetriedtocontrol thesitu-
ation. Sori left hishouse just as it
wasattacked.
“Wecalled thepolice station,

butnobodyresponded.Wefinally

went to the SP,who came to the
village,” Sori said. Policemen re-
portedlytriedtocontrolthecrowd
foroveranhour.Videosof thein-
cident showedpeople vandalis-
ing houseswhile police officers
askedthemtoleave.
Thevillagerssaidtheysubmit-

tedmultiple letters to thepolice
stationandcollector. “Thecollec-
tor has been pleadingwith the
peoplewhoattackedustounder-
stand,whileaskingustocompro-
mise.Why?Becausewearejust11
against 500 of them?” asked
Ayaturam(58),anotherSinganpur
resident.
SurajwatiNetam, sarpanchof

Chipawandvillageunderwhich
Kakrabeda falls, said shewasun-
awareoftheincident,whichhap-
pened3kmfromherhouse.“Ikn-
owpolicewerecalled,Ireallydon’t
knowwhathappened,”shesaid.
AccordingtomembersofSarva

Adivasi Samaj, a tribalbodycom-
prisingsmallergroups likeGond-
wanaSamaj,etc,theissueispolit-
ically motivated. A member of
SarvaAdivasi Samaj fromBastar
said,“Thepresenceofextremefri-
ngegroupsispossibleonlybymak-
ingenemiesoutofneighbours.”
“There is an attempt to po-

larise the adivasi community for
political gains,” said Vinod
Nagvanshi, anothermember of
SarvaAdivasiSamaj.

FULLREPORTON
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DIPANKARGHOSE
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER1

CASESOFseditionandunderthe
stringentUAPA showeda rise in
2019, but only 3 per cent of the
seditioncasesresultedinconvic-
tions. Data for the year 2019 re-
leased by the National Crime
Records Bureau also show that
sedition cases rose even as the
categoryunderwhichtheycome
— ‘Offences Against the State’,
which includes charges under
theUAPAandOfficialSecretsAct
(OSA) — saw a steep fall of 11.3
percent fromtheyearbefore.
As per the Crime In India

Report, this decline, however,
was largely explained by the
drop in cases registered under
the Prevention of Damage to
PublicPropertyAct—from7,127
in 2018 and 7,892 in 2017 to
6,079 in 2019. The UAPA cases
formedthesecondlargestchunk
under this category, after the
propertyAct.
The ‘Offences Against the

State’ category includes cases
filed under the UAPA, the dam-
agetopropertyAct,OSAandun-
derIPCSections124A(sedition),

121 (waging, or attempting to
wagewaragainst theState),122
(collectingarms,etc.,withthein-
tentionofwagingwaragainstthe
government of India), 123 (con-
cealingwith intent to facilitate
design towagewar), and 153B
(imputations,assertionsprejudi-
cial tonational integration).
The conviction rate for sedi-

tion cases saw a sharp decline
even as the numbers registered
under it rose. The NCRB data
showthat93seditioncaseswere
filed in2019,upfrom70in2018
and 51 in 2017. Karnataka
saw the maximum sedition
cases last year (22), followedby
Assam (17) and Jammu and
Kashmir (11).
Under theUAPA,1,226cases

were registered in2019—com-
paredto1,182in2018and901in
2017.ThemaximumUAPAcases
wereseeninManipur(306), fol-
lowedby270inTamilNadu,and
255 in J&K.
Forty cases were registered

under theOSA inboth2019and
2018 — much higher than 18
in2017.
Underthesub-headoncourt

disposalof ‘OffencesAgainstthe
State’, the NCRB data note that
35.7 per cent of the cases in
whichtrialwasover,sawconvic-
tions. The UAPA charges had
among the highest conviction
rates in 2019 (29.2 per cent),

while sedition the lowest (3.3
percent).
This is a big drop from the

33.3per cent conviction rate for
sedition cases in 2016, 16.7 per
centin2017,and15.4percentin
2018. The conviction rate in
UAPAcases sawa rise from27.2
per cent in 2018, but remained
almost half of 2017 (49.3 per
cent)andmuchlowerthan2016
(33.3percent).
The sedition numberswere

also up from 2018 in terms of
people arrested— from56held
under Section124A that year to
96 in 2019.However, in 2017, as
many as 228 people had been
held for sedition, a nearly five-
timerise from48 in2016.
Under the UAPA, 1,948 peo-

ple were arrested in 2019, up
from1,421in2018,1,554in2017,
and999 in2016.
The number of people held

under the OSA has largely been
constant—30in2019,compared
to 35 in 2018, 36 in 2017 and41
in2016.
Given the low conviction

rates, the numbers of those ac-
quittedordischarged remained
largely higher than those sen-
tenced.In2019,forinstance,only
two people were convicted of
sedition, while 29were acquit-
ted.UndertheUAPA,therewere
34 convictions, but 16 people
weredischarged, and92people

wereacquitted.
In2018 too, only twopeople

hadbeenconvictedforsedition,
while 21were acquitted. Under
theUAPA,therewere35convic-
tions,23peopleweredischarged
and 117 acquitted. Similarly in
2017, four peoplewere arrested
andsevenacquittedunder124A
while 39 were convicted, two
dischargedand42acquittedun-
der the UAPA. In 2016, one per-
son was convicted, one dis-
charged and one acquitted
under sedition, while under
the UAPA, 24 peoplewere con-
victed, 19 acquitted and eight
discharged.
On the cases falling under

‘Offences Against the State’, the
NCRB report notes: “A total of
7,569caseshavebeenregistered
in 2019 as compared to 8,536
cases in 2018, showing a de-
crease of 11.3%. Out of 7,569
cases,80.3%of caseswereregis-
tered under the Prevention of
Damage to Public Property Act
(6,079 cases) followed by 1,226
(16.2%)casesundertheUnlawful
Activities Act (UAPA).” In 2017,
the total cases under this cate-
gorynumbered9,013.
UP saw 2,017 of the 7,569

cases(27.8percent),adropfrom
2,503 last year. Tamil Nadu
ranked next, with 1,311 cases
(17.3 per cent), followed by
Haryanawith572cases.

NCRBREPORT

Sedition cases up in 2019
but conviction at all-time low


S�A�L�U�T�E �T�H�E 
S�O�L�D�I�E	R
CAPT DILIP KUMAR JHA, KC (POSTHUMOUS)

(20 JAN 1977 - 02 OCT 2002)
Capt Dilip Kumar Jha, Kirti Chakra laid down his life
while fighting against an infiltrating terrorist column
during "OPERATION RAKSHAK" on the Line of
Control in J&K while on attachment with 7 JAT. In
the truest tradition of the Indian Army, Capt Dilip
Kumar Jha led from the front displaying exemplary
courage and conspicuous bravery by killing three
terrorists before making the supreme sacrifice. He

will always be remembered and missed by all of us in the Army
Ordnance Corps for the gallant act beyond his call of duty.

DG OS & Colonel Commandant and
All Ranks of the AOC

Week after houses vandalised
in 3 Bastar villages, no FIR filed

SevenhousesweredamagedinKakrabedavillage lastweek

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
KOLKATA,OCTOBER1

‘ICGSKanaklata Barua’, a vessel
built by the Garden Reach
Shipbuilders and Engineers
Limited(GRSE),Kolkata,inthese-
riesoffivefastpatrolvessels(FPV)
fortheIndiancoastwascommis-
sionedonWednesday.
GRSE,aMiniRatnaCategory1

companyandaleadingshipyard,
deliveredthevessel totheIndian
CoastGuardonJune9,takingthe
organisation’s delivery count to
105warships, according to a re-
leaseissuedbythecompany.
TheFPV,ICGSKanaklataBarua,

was commissioned atGRSE FOJ
Unit throughvideo-conferencing
byAdditional Secretary,Ministry
ofDefence,JiweshNandan.Amo-
ngotherswhoattendedthecere-
mony were Rear Admiral V K
Saxena(retd),chairmanandma-
nagingdirector,GRSE;Commo-
doreSanjeevNayyar(retd),direc-
tor(shipbuilding);Cmde.PRHari
(retd), director (personnel); RK
Dash,director(finance)andother
seniorofficialsoftheIndianCoast
GuardandGRSE.
TheFPVsaremedium-range

surface vesselswith a lengthof
50m, awidthof 7.5manddis-
placementof around308T, ac-
cordingtotherelease.

“Thesepowerful,fuel-efficient
platformsaredesignedtoperform
multipurposeoperationslikepa-
trolling, anti-smuggling, anti-
poaching,andrescueoperations,”
theGRSEstated. “Thevessels are
designed for amaximumspeed
of34knotswithanenduranceof
morethan1,500nauticalmiles.”
It stated that the vessel is

equippedwith three “main en-
gines ofMTUmake and built at
GRSEwithadvancedcontrolsys-
tems, ‘Water Jet’ units and an
‘Integrated Bridge System’ inte-
grating all communication and
navigation systems”. The ship is
fittedwith40/60gunasthemain
armament, itadded.

GRSE’s fast patrol vessel commissioned

Oneof thefiveFastPatrolVessels, ‘ICGSKanaklataBarua’, for
theIndianCoastGuardwascommissionedWednesday.Express

Army to get upgraded
communication network
for forward areas

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER1

AMIDTHEstand-offwithChina,
the government hasmoved to
upgradetheArmy’scommunica-
tion network at a cost of Rs
7,796.39 crore. The Defence
Ministry Thursday said it has
signedanagreementwithstate-
runITIforthisprojectthatwillin-
volve use of optical fibre cable,
satelliteandmicrowaveradiofor
communications in forwardar-
eas.Theprojecthasanimpleme-
ntationscheduleof36months.
Itwill“augmentthecommu-

nicationnetworkofIndianArmy
in the sensitive forward opera-
tional areaswhich in turnwill
provideamajorboosttotheop-
erational preparedness of the
IndianArmyespecially keeping
in view the current operational
situation at LAC,” theministry

said in a statement. This comes
asChina laysoptical fibre cables
in thePangongTso region, close
toitscurrentpositionsnearFinger
4onthelake’snorthbank.
TheDefenceMinistrysaidthe

Indianproject, once completed,
willprovide“bettersurvivability,
responsiveness andhighband-
width in any operational sce-
narioandenhancethecommu-
nication coverage of network”
closetotheinternationalborder,
theLineof Control, and theLine
of Actual Control. “Thenetwork
will extendthehighbandwidth
communication to the remote
operationalareas inCentraland
Eastern Sectors and enhance
communicationreachtothefor-
ward locations in theWestern
bordertoo,”thestatementsaid.
“Optical Fibre Cable (OFC),

Microwave Radio and Satellite
will beusedas communication
media,” itsaid.

EXPRESSNEWSSERIVCE
SURAT,OCTOBER1

BENGALURU-BASED journalist
and former Amnesty Interna-
tional IndiaheadAakarPatel ap-
peared before the Surat Crime
Branch onThursday, in keeping
with theanticipatorybail condi-
tions, and surrenderedhis iPad,
whichhehadusedtotweetonthe
GhanchicommunityinJune.
Thetweetsledtoadefamation

complaint against him, filed by
GujaratBJPMLAPurneshModi.
PateltoldTheIndianExpress,“I

have obeyed thebail conditions
laid(down)bythecourtandalso
supportedpolice intheir investi-
gationsandsubmittedmyiPadto
theSuratCrimeBranch.Ihavefull
faith in the justice system. I have
alsodeleted the tweetsmadeby
me,afterthecontroversystarted.
Ihavesubmittedmypassportand
providedmypresentaddressand
permanent address to thepolice
sothattheycancontactmewhen
theyrequire.”
Assistant Commissioner of

Police,SuratCityCrimeBranch,R
R Sarvaiya said, “Wehave taken
custodyoftheiPadusedbyAakar
Patel for posting the tweets on
Ghanchi community. The tweets
weredeletedbyhim.Wewillsend
it to theForensic ScienceLabora-
torytoretrievethedeleteddata.”

DEFAMATIONCASE

Amnesty India’s
former head
surrenders iPad

New Delhi



H.P. POWER TRANSMISSION CORPORATION LIMITED
(A State Government Undertaking)

HIMFED BHAWAN, PANJARI, SHIMLA-5
CIN:U40101HP2008SGC030950

Ph:-0177-2633784, FAX:-0177-2831284 Web:www.hpptcl.com

Invitation for Bids (ICB)

Loan No. : 3733 - IND: Himachal Pradesh Clean Energy
Transmission Investment Program - Tranche
- 3

Contract No. : 44 - JCC/ADB/HPPTCL/ JOINT CONTROL
CENTRES.

Deadline for Bids : 30-10-2020 at 15.00 hours ( local time)

1. India has applied for a loan from the Asian Development Bank
(ADB) towards the cost of Himachal Pradesh Clean Energy
Transmission Investment Program - Tranche 3 and it is intended
that part of this loan will be used for payments under the contract
named above. Bidding is open to Bidders from eligible source
countries of ADB.

2. The HP Power Transmission Corporation Ltd. (HPPTCL) now
invites sealed bids from eligible bidders for:

"Supply, Installation, Testing and Commissioning of Joint
Control Centre ( Main and Back Up) for remote operation
and control of various substations of HPPTCLon Turnkey
Basis (Complete Package)"

Completion period is 300days.

3. International Competitive Bidding will be conducted in accor-
dance with ADB's Single - Stage: Two - Envelope Bidding
Procedure and is limited to Bidders from eligible source coun-
tries of ADB.

4. To obtain further information and inspect the Bidding Document,
Bidders should contact the Deputy General Manager (Contracts)
at the following address during working days starting 01/10/2020
to 29/10/2020.

The Deputy General Manager (Contracts)
HP Power Transmission Corporation Limited (HPPTCL)
Himfed Bhawan, Panjari,
Shimla, Himachal Pradesh, India - 171005
Tel. No.: +91- 0177- 2633784, Fax No.: +91-177- 2831284.
Email: dgmcontracts@hpptcl.in
Website: www.hpptcl.com

5. The Bidding Documents can be purchased from the above
address on all working days from 01/10/2020 to 29/10/2020.

6. To purchase the Bidding Document, eligible bidders should:

● Pay a non - refundable fee of INR 11,800 only (INR Eleven
thousand eight hundred only) or US$ 165 (US Dollar One sixty
five only) through demand draft in favour of Managing Director,
HP Power Transmission Corporation Limited payable at Shimla
(HP).

● The Bidding Document will be sent via courier for an addition-
al fee of INR 1,000 (INR One Thousand Only) for domestic
delivery and US$ 100 (US Dollar One Hundred Only) for over-
seas delivery. No liability will be accepted for loss or late
delivery of the Bidding Document.

7. A pre - bid conference will notbe held.

8. Bidders must deliver their bids to the address above on or before
15:00 hours, on 30/10/2020 together with a Bid Security as indi-
cated in the Bidding Documents.

9. Bids will be opened at 15:30 hours on 30/10/2020 in the pres-
ence of Bidders' representatives who choose to attend at the
address above.

10. HPPTCL will not be responsible for costs or expenses incurred
by Bidders in connection with the delivery or preparation of bids.

(Er. B.L. Kaundal)
Deputy General Manager (Contracts)

0437/HP

ODISHA RENEWABLE ENERGY DEVELOPMENT AGENCY
Under the Department of Energy

Government of Odisha
(ISO 9001:2008 / ISO 14001:2004)

S-3/59, MANCHESWAR INDUSTRIAL ESTATE,
BHUBANESWAR-751010, ODISHA

Website : www.oredaorissa.com, E-mail : ceoreda@oredaorissa.com

CORRIGENDUM
L. No.3852 Dated 01.10.2020

The Department’s name appearing therein as “Department of Sci-
ence and Technology” in the top of the office letter pad may be correct-
ed and read as “Department of Energy” vide Advertisement No- 8246
Date 21.09.2020.

Sd/- Additional Secretary to Govt.

DELHI JAL BOARD GOVT. OF N.C.T. OF DELHI
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (CENTRAL)-II

ANDHA MUGHAL, PARTAP NAGAR (NEAR METRO STATION)
DELHI-110007

PRESS NIT No. 18 (2020-21)

Further details in this regard can be seen at https://govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in.

S.
No.

Name of Work Estimated
Cost
(Rs.)

Earnest
Money
(Rs.)

Tender
Fee

(Rs.)

Date of release of
Tender/

Tender ID.

Last date/time
of receipt of

tender

1. Hiring of cycle rickshaws for supplying
water in the area (Karol Bagh) AC-23
under EE(Cental)-II.

Item Rate 52,700/- 500/- Dt. 30.09.2020
2020_DJB_195110_1

14.10.2020
Upto 3.00 PM

ISSUED BY P.R.O. (WATER)
Advt. No. J.S.V. 169(2020-21)

Sd/-
(Priti Pant)

EX. ENGINEER (Central)-II

IYf¹ffÊÕX¹f Ad²fVffÀfe Ad·f¹f³°ff
dUôb°f d³f¸ffÊ¯f J¯OX, IZYÀIYû, AfSX.´fe.E¨f., IYf³f´fbSX

A»´fIYfÕXe³f/BÊ-d³fd½fQf Àfc¨f³ffY

C´fSûö BÊ. d³fdUQf I e ´fc¯fÊ ´fidIi ¹ff EUa Àf¸fÀ°f Vf°fZÊa C.´fi. ÀfSI fS I e BÊ. MZ³OdS¦f UZ¶f ÀffBÊM https://etender.up.nic.in IZ ¸ff²¹f¸f ÀfZ I e þf¹fZ¦fe,
EUa ·fdU¿¹f ¸fZa ¹fdQ I ûBÊ ÀfaVfû²f³f A±fUf d³fdUQf JbÕ³fZ I e d°fd±f ¸fZa dUÀ°ffS Wû°ff W` °fû BÀfI e Àfc¨f³ff BÊ.MZ¯OS ¶fZ¶f ÀffBÊaM ´fS We C´fÕ¶²f Wûa¦feÜ
BÊ.d³fdUQfAûa ¸fZa d³f²fÊfdS°f BÊ.d³fdUQf Vfb»I EUa §fSûWS ²f³fSfdVf þû IZ ÀI û IZ ¶f`aI Jf°ff Àfa.-628805018266 AfBÊ.ER .EÀf.Àfe.- ICIC0006288 ¸fZa
Afg³f»ffB³f (AfS.Me.ªfe.EÀf/E³f.BÊ..ER .Me. IZ ¸ff²¹f¸f ÀfZ) ªf¸ff I SfBÊ ªffE¦feÜ IZ ÀI û ´fi¶fa²f³f IZ ´ffÀf d¶f³ff I ûBÊ I fS¯f ¶f°ffE dI Àfe EI A±f½ff Àf¸fÀ°f
d³fd½fQfAûa I û À½feIÈ °f/ AÀ½feIÈ °f I S³fZ IZ Àf½ffÊd²fI fS ÀfbSdÃf°f W`ÔÜ
kkSXf¿MÑX dWX°f ¸fZa DYªffÊ ¶f¨ffEall Ad²fVffÀfe Ad·f¹fa°ff (d³f¸ffÊ¯f J¯OX)
´fÂffaIY: 1104/ d½f.d³f.J.(IZY.)IYf./MXe.02 dQ³ffaIY 01.10.2020

BÊ. d³fd½fQf
Àfa.

d½f½fSX¯f ²fSXûWXSX ²f³fSXfdVf d³fd½fQf ²f³fSXfdVf BÊ. d³fd½fQf
A´f»fûOX IYSX³fZ
IYe Aad°f¸f d°fd±f
½f Àf¸f¹f

BÊ d³fd½fQf IZY
´fi±f¸f ·ff¦f

Jb»f³fZ IYe d°fd±f
½f Àf¸f¹f

26/I f³Vf.
/ 2020-
21

d¶fªf³fZÀf ´»ff³f-2020-21 IZ A³°f¦fÊ°f 33/11 IZ .½fe. d½fôb°f
C´fIZ ³ýi ´ffg»fe¸fS ¸fZÔ EI ³f¦f 10 E¸f.½fe.E. ´ff½fS ´fdS½f°fÊI
À±ffd´f°f I S C¢°f ´fdS½f°fÊI õfSf Ad°f·ffdS°f ´fû¿fI ûÔ I f ·ffS
d½f·ffdªf°f I S³fZ WZ°fb EI ³f¦f 11 IZ .½fe. B³fI ¸fS °f±ff Qû ³f¦f
11 IZ .½fe. AfCM ¦fûBa¦f ´f`³f»f À±ffd´f°f I S³fZ I f I f¹fÊÜ

15,500/-
(NEFT/RTG
S/BG/FDR)
IZ ø ´f ¸fZÔÜ

3540/-
(NEFT/RTGS)
IZ ø ´f ¸fZÔÜ

16.10.2020
Àf¸f¹f 12.00
¶fªfZ °fI

16.10.2020
Àf¸f¹f 03.00
¶fªfZ ÀfZ

27/I f³Vf.
/ 2020-
21

d¶fªf³fZÀf ´»ff³f-2020-21 IZ A³°f¦fÊ°f 33/11 IZ .½fe. d½fôb°f
C´fIZ ³ýi QfQf ³f¦fS ¸fZÔ EI ³f¦f 10 E¸f.½fe.E. ´ff½fS ´fdS½f°fÊI
À±ffd´f°f I S C¢°f ´fdS½f°fÊI õfSf Ad°f·ffdS°f ´fû¿fI ûÔ I f ·ffS
d½f·ffdªf°f I S³fZ WZ°fb EI ³f¦f 11 IZ .½fe. B³fI ¸fS °f±ff Qû ³f¦f
11 IZ .½fe. AfCM ¦fûBa¦f ´f`³f»f À±ffd´f°f I S³fZ I f I f¹fÊÜ

14,600/-
(NEFT/RTG
S/BG/FDR)
IZ ø ´f ¸fZÔÜ

3540/-
(NEFT/RTGS)
IZ ø ´f ¸fZÔÜ

20.10.2020
Àf¸f¹f 12.00
¶fªfZ °fI

20.10.2020
Àf¸f¹f 03.00
¶fªfZ ÀfZ

28/I f³Vf.
/ 2020-
21

d¶fªf³fZÀf ´»ff³f-2020-21 IZ A³°f¦fÊ°f 33/11 IZ .½fe. d½fôb°f
C´fIZ ³ýi Àfe.EÀf.E. E½fa 33/11 IZ .½fe. d½fôb°f C´fIZ ³ýi
I ¸´f³fe¶ff¦f, IZ ÀI û I f³f´fbS I û 33 IZ .½fe. QûWSe d½fôb°f
Af´fcd°fÊ ´fiQf³f I S³fZ WZ°fb 220/33 IZ .½fe. ´fif±fd¸fI d½fôb°f
C´fIZ ³ýi AfS.´fe.E¨f. ÀfZ 33 IZ .½fe. ·fcd¸f¦f°f IZ d¶f»f d¶fLf³fZ
I f I f¹fÊÜ

48,000/-
(NEFT/RTG
S/BG/FDR)
IZ ø ´f ¸fZÔÜ

3540/-
(NEFT/RTGS)
IZ ø ´f ¸fZÔÜ

20.10.2020
Àf¸f¹f 12.00
¶fªfZ °fI

20.10.2020
Àf¸f¹f 03.00
¶fªfZ ÀfZ

29/I f³Vf.
/ 2020-
21

d¶fªf³fZÀf ´»ff³f-2020-21 IZ A³°f¦fÊ°f 33/11 IZ .½fe. d½fôb°f
C´fIZ ³ýi d½fI fÀf ³f¦fS IZ ÀI û I f³f´fbS I û 33 IZ .½fe. QûWSe
d½fôb°f Af´fcd°fÊ ´fiQf³f I S³fZ WZ°fb 33/11 IZ .½fe. d½fôb°f C´fIZ ³ýi
IZ Àff I f»fû³fe ÀfZ 33/11 IZ .½fe. d½fI fÀf ³f¦fS d½fôb°f C´fIZ ³ýi
ÀfZ ·fcd¸f¦f°f IZ d¶f»f d¶fLfI S ªfûOÞ³fZ I f I f¹fÊÜ

18,500/-
(NEFT/RTG
S/BG/FDR)
IZ ø ´f ¸fZÔÜ

3540/-
(NEFT/RTGS)
IZ ø ´f ¸fZÔÜ

20.10.2020
Àf¸f¹f 12.00
¶fªfZ °fI

20.10.2020
Àf¸f¹f 03.00
¶fªfZ ÀfZ

PATRACHAR VIDYALAYA
DIRECTORATE OF EDUCATION

BL-BLOCK SHALIMAR BAGH, NEW DELHI-110088
CBSE Affiliation Number : 2758042

(website : www.edudel.nic.in)
No. F.10(30)/PV/Adv/19/ Dated 01.10.2020
The students who are residents of Delhi & fulfil the criteria/ guidelines mentioned in the prospectus 2020-21 may
apply for admission for class IX, X, XI and XII in Patrachar Vidyalaya (CBSE Curriculum) for the session 2020-21 from
23.09.2020. The prospectus and online admission form are available on the official website of Directorate of
Education www.edudel.nic.in (Patrachar Vidyalaya Icon) w.e.f. 23.09.2020.

Note: Patrachar Vidyalaya, BL-Block, Shalimar Bagh is the only Patrachar institution working under the Directorate
of Education GNCT Delhi and affiliated to CBSE. It has no branch or Institutions or Agents. Students should be careful
with the institutions having similar names.

CERTIFICATE FOR COMPLIANCE OF CONTENT REGULATIONS OF GOVERNMENT
ADVERTISEMENT.

This is to certify that the above proposed advertisement (Hindi, Punjabi, Urdu & English) is in accordance with the
guidelines prescribed by the Hon’ble Supreme Court of India vide its judgement dated 13.05.2015 on the guidelines
of content Regulation of Govt. Advertisement.

As per direction Advertisement (quarter page of newspaper / 12x15 SQC DAVP Sq Cm BW) regarding Advertisement
notice in respect of Admission to Classes IX, X, XI & XII in Patrachar Vidyalaya for the Academic Session 2020-21 is
to be published in the leading two Hindi newspaper and three in English, one in Punjabi and one in Urdu language
newspapers.

The Content of advertisement is verified and are in order. Sd/-
DIRECTOR

DIP/Shabdarth/0338/20-21 Director of Education

SI.
No.

Criteria Class IX Class X Class Xi Class XII

1. Eligibility Criteria
A valid date of
birth proof is
mandatory

i) Students who have
passed for failed in any
class from a recognized
school are eligible for
admission.

ii) Students who have
studied privately at home
are eligible on submission
of adffidavit by
parents/guardians.

i) Students who have passed
for failed in any class from
a recognized school are
eligible for admission.

ii) Students who have studied
privately at home are
eligible on submission of
adffidavit by
parents/guardians.

Class X pass-out
students

Class XI
Passed/failed or
after a gap of one
year of passing
class-X.

2. Minimum age
required

13 years as on
31st March 2020

14 years as on
31st March 2020

---- ----

3. Maximum age No maximum age restriction No maximum age restriction No maximum age
restriction

No maximum age
restriction

4. Date of admission
without late fee
(Phase-I)

23.09.2020- 10.10.2020 23.09.2020- 10.10.2020 23.09.2020-
10.10.2020

23.09.2020-
10.10.2020

5. Date of admission
without late fee
(Phase-II)

16.10.2020 - 25.10.2020 16.10.2020 - 25.10.2020 16.10.2020 -
25.10.2020

16.10.2020 -
25.10.2020

Government of Karnataka
Public Works, Ports & Inland water transport Department (NATIONAL HIGHWAYS)
Office of the Executive Engineer, National Highway Division,
Vishweshwarnagar, Hubballi Tele/Fax : 0836-2357420 & 0836-2357577

Email : eenhd_hbl@rediffmail.com

State

No/EE/NHD/HBL/NH-218/Bridge/NIT/2020-21/972
NOTICE INVITING TENDER (Two Cover System)

The Executive Engineer, National Highway Division, Hubballi on behalf of the Chief
Engineer, N.H. Bangalore invites bids from eligible bidders for the following project on Single
stage Two cover system through the website : www.eprocure.gov.in on EPC mode.

Date : 24-09-2020

Mainte
nance
period

Comple-
tion
period

EMD
Declaration

Name of Work

1 7642

Government of India
Ministry of Road Transport & Highways

Through

Cost of Tender
Documents in Rs.

5

(1) Date & Time of start of sale of Tender documents (through online) : 28.09.2020 at 11:30
Hrs (2) Date & Time of close of sale of Tender documents (through online) : 28.10.2020 upto
16:30 Hrs (3) Last Date & Time for Receipt of Pre-bid queries : 05.10.2020 upto 11:00 Hrs
(4) Date of Pre-bid meeting : 07.10.2020 at 15:30 Hrs (5) Last Date & Time of submission of
bids (hard copy) : 02.11.2020 upto 16:00 Hrs (6) Date & Time of opening of Technical Bids
: 02.11.2020 at 16:30 Hrs

The bidders shall also submit a copy of Online Receipt of payment made through web
site www.bharatkosh.gov.in towards payment of cost of bid document of Rs. 10,000=00
(Rupees Ten Thousand only) and 18% GST Rs. 1800=00 (Rs. One Thousand and Eight
Hundred only) Total Rs. 11800=00 (Rupees Eleven Thousand and Eight Hundred only) to
(“Regional Pay & Accounts Officer, Ministry of Road Transport and Highways, Bangalore
payable at Bangalore). Special attention may be paid to select PAO Code 034807-PAO(NH)
Bangalore, under that select RO civil Bangalore DDOCode 234809 – Superintending Engineer,
Online Receipts of tender document fee shall be uploaded compulsory in the e-portal.

Original Bid Security declaration has to be submitted as per Appendix-II of RFP along
with other Annexure are to be uploaded in e-portal during uploading the tender documents
and along with the Technical Bid uploaded documents (Except Financial Bid) has to be
submitted to the Office of Executive Engineer, National Highway Division, Hubli after the
last date for submission of tender and before opening of the Technical Bid.

The details of Machinery required, work qualification certificate and detailed notification
/ conditions & e-tendering process can be obtained by logging on to website https://
eprocure.gov.in.

Estimated
Cost (Rs.
in Cr.)
3

Karnat
aka

10
Years

11
(Months)

Bid
Security

declaration
has to be
submitted
as per

Appendix-
II of RFP

Rs. 10000 + GST
18% Rs. 1800.00
Total Rs.11800.00

Bharathkosh
website

www.bharathkosh.gov.in
through online

payment mode only.

5.91
(Including
GST)

Construction of Box
cell Bridge at Km.
116+416 at breached
portion of approaches
of Malaprabha Bridge
at NH-218 (Konnur
village) on EPC mode
in the State of
Karnatka-” (Job

Sd/- Executive Engineer,
National Highway Division HubballiDIPR/DWD/MCA/396/2020-21
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“Avoid wasteful use of Electricity”

e- Tender Notice

Office of the Executive Engineer (P&C) Ganga Bhawan, Dehradun invites
online bids from interested parties. Brief summary of tender is given
below: Tender No. 03/EE(P&C)/2020-21. Name of work/ supply /
services etc. Procurement of different stationary items for various offices
of UJVN Ltd. Located at Dehradun. Estimated Cost : Rs. 1858340.00
(Exclusive of Taxes). Date of availability of bid document on website :
30.09.2020 from 16:00 Hrs. Last date for submission of bids on
website : 23.10.2020 up to 17:00 Hrs.

For fuller & further details , kindly visit e - procurement portal
http://uktenders.gov.in

Executive Engineer
(P&C)

i-la- 594 fnukad 30-09-2020

GREATER CHENNAI CORPORATION
BUILDINGS DEPARTMENT

DIPR/3702/Tender/2020

e - RE-TENDER NOTICE
Tenders are invited for the Superintending Engineer (Buildings)

for the following work as per details furnished below
Smart vending carts 900 Nos. of size 2.2 m x 0.80 m x 2.10 m
with stainless steel for the street vendor in Marina Beach in

Zone - 9 in Greater Chennai Corporar�on

Superintending Engineer (Buildings)

B.D.C.No.B1/203/2020

For more informa�on see h�p://tntenders.gov.in &
www.chennaicorpora�on.gov.in

Works Value approx.
Rs.16.47 Crores

(including 18% GST)
EMD Amount
Rs.16,47,000/-

Tender Date and Time: 09.11.2020 upto 3.00 P.M.
Tender open Date and Time: 10.11.2020 at 3.30 P.M.

GREATER CHENNAI CORPORATION
Bus Route Roads Department

DIPR/3706/Tender/2020 Superintending Engineer (BRR)

BRR.C.No.B3/3142/2020
Short TENDER NOTICE - e-tenders are invited for the following works

in Two Cover System as per details furnished below.

Name of the work No. of
Package

Approx. value of
the work Rs.

E.M.D.
Rs.

Eligible
Class

Improvements to
the Bus Route Roads BT
Roads in various zones

(Capital Fund)
1 & 2

Lowest work
value Rs. 533.00
Lakhs Highest
work value

Rs. 544.00 Lakhs

1 % of
the
work
value

Class - 1

1) Tender last date and time of submission: 20.10.2020 upto 3.00 pm
2) Bid document will be available in website https://tntenders.gov.in
3) Tender open date and time: 21.10.2020 upto 3.30 pm.

Date: 29-09-2020

GOVERNMENT OF RAJASTHAN
DEPARTMENT OF MINES AND GEOLOGY

Email: biddingeell@rajasthan.gov.in

NOTICE INVITING TENDER (NIT)

In exercise of the powers conferred by Section 10B of the Mines and Minerals
(Development and Regulation) Act. 1957. its subsequent amendments and in
accordance with the Minerall (Auction) Rules, 2015 as amended from time to time
notified thereunder, the Government of Rajasthan has notified the following mineral
blocks for the purpose of grant of Mining I case for mineral limestone and hereby
invites bids in digital format only from eligible bidders through electronic auction.
The interested and eligible bidders, upon registration on MSTC website
<https:www.msteecommerce.com/auctionhome/mlel/index.jsp> will obtain login
ID and Password. Alter successful registration, the eligible bidder can purchase the
Tender Document online on Payment or a non-refundable tender document fee and
can participate in the e-auction process.
The details of mineral blocks and last date of submission of bid is as summarized
below:-

All the blocks mentioned above are being put up for first attempt of auction. The GST
at the rate of 18% is applicable on the purchase of tender document. The prospective
bidder shall be solely responsible for remitting the GST as per applicable law and
statutory liability in this regard will be responsibility of prospective bidder and no
liability whatsoever shall be borne by the DMGR/MSTC.
Detailed terms and conditions, deadlines etc. for participation in the electronic
auction are provided in the Tender Document. The Model Tender Document and
Mineral Blocks Summaries are available free of cost in electronic form and can be
downloaded from the website of MSTC Ltd, <https:www.msteecommerce.com/
auctionhome/mlel/index.jsp>, and Department of Mines & Geology
<www.mines.rajasthan.gov.in> for the purpose of information only. Timelines,
notifications, updates and other details for the e-auction process are available on the
website of <https:www.msteecommerce.com/auctionhome/mlel/index.jsp>.
Any revision, clarifications, addendum, corrigendum, time extensions, etc. to the
above tender documents will be hosted on websites
<https:www.msteecommerce.com/auctionhome/mlel/index.jsp>; and
<www.mines.rajasthan.gov.in> only and no separate notifications shall be issued
in the press.

Sd/-
Director

Department of Mines & Geology
R.O. No. DIPR/C/7763/2020 Rajasthan, Udaipur

S.
No

Block Tender
document

fee
excluding

GST

Lease Start Date of
Sale of
Tender

Document on
MSTC website

Last Date of
Sale of Tender
Document on
MSTC website

Bid Due date
and time

1 Parewar B Block Tehsil &
District Jaisalmer

Rs.
2,00,000

Mining
Lease

29-09-2020 14-10-2020 upto
1700 Hrs (IST)

03-11-2020 upto
1300 Hrs (IST)

2 Khinya - II A (KH-II A) Block
Tehsil Shri Mohangarh &
District Jaisalmer

Rs.
2,00,000

Mining
Lease

29-09-2020 14-10-2020
upto

1700 Hrs (IST)

03-11-2020
upto

1400 Hrs (IST)

3 4G Ila Block Tehsil Khimsar
& District Nagaur

Rs.
2,00,000

Mining
Lease

29-09-2020 14-10-2020 upto
1700 Hrs (IST)

03-11-2020 upto
1500 Hrs (IST)

U.P.R.V.U.N.L. E- TENDER NOTICE
HARDUAGANJ THERMAL POWER
STATION, KASIMPUR (ALIGARH)
SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER,
O&MC-III, DTPS. 1. E-TENDER
Notice No.ET-09/O&MC-III/C&IMD-
I/DTPS/HTPS/2020-21, Online e-
Bids are invited for the “Maintenance
work of C&I field equipments,
installed for Fire Detection &
Protection System of Unit 8 & 9". E-
tender has been published on
22.09.2020 on http://etender.up.
nic.in. Estimated cost of work Rs.
1038000 only. Time Period: 01 year,
E.M.D. Cost Rs 21000, Last date of
tender: 05.11.2020 up to 14:00 hrs. 2.
E-TENDER Notice No.ET-10/O&MC-
III/C&IMD-I/DTPS/HTPS/2020-21,
Online e-Bids are invited for the
“Maintenance work of C&I field
equipments, installed in Boiler
,Turbine and B.O.P area of Unit 8 &
9”. E-tender has been published on
28.09.2020 on http://etender.up.
nic.in. Estimated cost of work Rs.
5749040 only. Time Period: 01 year,
E.M.D. Cost Rs. 115000, Last date of
tender: 05.11.2020 up to 14:00 hrs.
Superintending Engineer, O&MC-I. 3.
E-TENDER Notice No: ET-
17/O&MC-I/DTPS/HTPS/2020-21
Online e-bids are invited for The
"Complete repairing of different types
of pumps like, Sealing pumps, Fire
pumps, Emulsifier pumps, Sump
pumps, Diesel Trolley pump,
Dewatering Trolley Pumps and
Submersible Pump of Tube-well etc.
installed at different sites of Unit-
07,120MW, HTPS. ” E-tender has
been uploaded on 30.09.2020 on
http//etender.up.nic.in Estimated
cost of work: Rs. 418373 only. Time
period: 12 months, E.M.D. Cost: Rs.
8370, Last date of tender: 05/11/2020
at 1200 hrs. SUPERINTENDING
ENGINEER, OPERATION AND
MAINTENANCE CIRCLE -I. ‘D’TPS.
4. E-Tender Notice No. T-
02/AHD/'D'TPS/HTPS/2020-21,
Online e-bids are invited for the
"Work of daily cleaning, water
washing, sweeping, removal of ash
debris, scrap etc., Cleaning of Ash
Slurry Sump, Ash Water Sump etc. in
Ash Handling Division, 'D'TPS." E-
Tender has been uploaded on
30.09.2020 on https://etender.up.
nic.in. Estimated cost of work: Rs.
575000 only. Time Period: 01 Year,
E.M.D. Cost: Rs. 11500, Last date of
Tender: 04.11.2020 upto 14:00 Hrs.
SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER,
OPERATION & MAINTENANCE
CIRCLE-IV, DTPS, 5. E-Tender
Notice No. ET- 37/O&MC-
IV/DTPS/EMD-II/DT.P.S./2020-21
Online e-bids are invited for the “Up
keeping of all MCC Rooms, both ESP
control room, DG Set room of Unit 8
&9 and BOP area excluding coal
handling plant, Harduaganj 'D' TPS.”
E- tender has been uploaded on

03.10.2020 at 18:00 hrs. on
http://etender.up.nic.in. Estimated
Cost of work Rs. 693151 only. Time
Period: 01 Year E.M.D. cost Rs.
13870, Last date of Tender:
05.11.2020 upto 14:00 Hrs. 6. E-
Tender Notice No.: ET-38/O&MC-
IV/DTPS/EMD-I/DTPS/HTPP/2020-
21, Online E-Bids invited for the work
of Round The Clock
Routine/Preventive & Breakdown
Maintenance Of Generator Seal Oil
System & Hydrogen Gas System Of
Unit No. 8 & 9 & Routine/Breakdown
Maintenance Of HT/LT Transformers,
Relay Panels & 04 Bays Of 220 kV
Switchyard Of Unit No. 8 & 9, DTPS,
HTPP, E-Tender has been uploaded
on 01.10.2020 at 10:00 Hrs. on
http://etender.up.nic.in. Estimated
Cost of work is Rs. 18.36 Laç only.
Time period 12 Months, E.M.D. cost
Rs. 37000, Last date of Tender
22.10.2020 at 14:00 Hrs.
SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER,
CHC. 7. E-Tender Notice No.: ET-
10/CHC/ CHD-II /DTPS/ HTPS /
2020-21- Online e-bids are invited for
the “Repairing of Shafts, Hubs,
Bearing Housing, Geared Coupling of
various pulleys and broken teeth of
input / intermediate / output gear of
gear boxes of Coal Handling Plant,
“D' TPS. per scope of work. E tender
has been uploaded on 29.09.2020 on
http://etender.up.nic.in. Estimated
Cost of work: Rs. 277000 only. Time
Period-01 year, E.M.D. cost Rs.5600,
Last date of tender 04.11.2020. 8. E-
Tender Notice No. ET-
11/CHC/Energy cell/HTPS/2020-21, -
On line e-bids are invited for the
Energy Audit of unit no. 8 & 9 and
verification of the energy saving /
reduction of Heat rate after annual
overhauling of unit of, HTPS. E-
tender has been uploaded on
30.09.2020 on http://etender.up.
nic.in Estimated cost of work:
Rs.418000 only. Time period-01 year,
E.M.D cost Rs. 8400, Last date of
tender 06.11.2020 up to 14:00 hrs.
Superintending Engineer, MMC. 9. E-
Tender Notice No.ET-02
/ESD/D/MMC/2020-21, -On line e-
bids are invited for the To hire 20 nos.
of computer in MMC office. E-tender
has been uploaded on 30.09.2020 on
http://etender.up.nic.in Estimated
cost of work: Rs.226800, Time
period- 01 Year, E.M.D. cost: Rs.
5000,, Last date of tender 05.11.2020
up to 14:00 hrs 10. E-Tender Notice
No. ET-03/ESD/D/MMC/2020-21, -
On line e-bids are invited for the
"Loading/ Unloding/ Cleaning In
ESD,DTPS. E-tender has been
uploaded on 30.09.2020 on
http://etender.up.nic.in Estimated
cost: Rs.1005556 only. Time period-
01 Year, E.M.D. cost: Rs. 20000, Last
date of Tender 5.11.2020 at 16:00
Hrs. 11. E-Tender Notice No. ET-
87/MMC/EPD/CTPS/HTPS/2020, -

On line e-bids are invited for the
“Procurement of local purchase of
medicines for project hospital of
HTPS”. E-tender has been uploaded
on 30.09.2020 on http://etender.
up.nic.in Estimated cost of work Rs.
478000 only. E.M.D. cost Rs. 9000,
Last date of Tender 26.10.2020 12.
E-Tender Notice No. ET-
92/MMC/EPD/CTPS/HTPS/2020. -
On line e-bids are invited for the
"procurement of Limestone for trial
operation of Flue Gas
Desulphurization (FGD) system of
1X660 MW EXTN HTPS.” E-tender
has been uploaded on 30.09.2020 on
http://etender.up.nic.in Estimated
cost of work Rs. 12270000 only.
E.M.D. cost Rs. 123000, Last date of
Tender 04.11.2020 13. E-Tender
Notice No. ET-93/MMC/EPD/
CTPS/HTPS/2020, -On line e-bids
are invited for the “Procurement of
bulk medicines for project hospital of
HTPS.” E-tender has been uploaded
on 30.09.2020 on http://etender.
up.nic.in Estimated cost of work Rs.
1435000 only. E.M.D. cost Rs.
28000, Last date of Tender
26.10.2020 14. E-Tender Notice No.
ET-94/MMC/EPD/CTPS/HTPS/2020.
-On line e-bids are invited for the
"Procurement of different fasteners
for O&M unit no 8&9 of DTPS,
HTPS.” E-tender has been uploaded
on 30.09.2020 on http://etender.
up.nic.in Estimated cost of work :Rs.
140160 only. E.M.D. cost Rs. 2500,
Last date of Tender 26.10.2020 15.
E-Tender Notice No. ET-
95/MMC/EPD/CTPS/HTPS/2020. -
On line e-bids are invited for the
"Procurement of different
Consumable for O&M unit no 8&9 of
DTPS, HTPS.” E-tender has been
uploaded on 30.09.2020 on
http://etender.up.nic.in Estimated
cost of work: Rs. 727296 only. E.M.D.
cost Rs. 14000, Last date of Tender
26.10.2020 16. E-Tender Notice No.
ET-96/MMC/EPD/CTPS/HTPS/2020,
-On line e-bids are invited for the
“Procurement of various
consumables for OH unit no 8 of
DTPS, HTPS." E-tender has been
uploaded on 30.09.2020 on
http://etender.up.nic.in Estimated
cost of work Rs. 420300 only. E.M.D.
cost Rs. 8000, Last date of Tender
26.10.2020 17. E-Tender Notice No.
ET-97/MMC/EPD/CTPS/HTPS/2020,
-On line e-bids are invited for the
“Procurement of ACSR Deer
Conductor for 220/132KV Switchyard
for HTPS.” E-tender has been
uploaded on 01.10.2020 on
http://etender.up.nic.in Estimated
cost of work Rs 345000 only. E.M.D
cast Rs 7000, Last date of Tender
26.10.2020 18. E-Tender Notice
No.: ET-98/MMC/EPD/CTPS/HTPS/
2020, -On line e-bids are invited for
the "Procurement of Anhydrous Self
Propelled Articulating Boom Lift for

400KV Switchyard of 1X660MW,
HTPP”. E-tender has been uploaded
on 01.10.2020 on http://etender.
up.nic.in Estimated cost of work Rs
7669026 only. E.M.D. cost Rs
154000, Last date of Tender
26.10.2020 19. E-Tender Notice No:
ET-90/MMC/EPD/DTPS/2020, -On
line e-bids are invited for the “Supply
of LT Motor Terminal Plates for
DTPS”. E-tender has been uploaded
on 01.10.2020 on http://etender.
up.nic.in Estimated cost of work Rs.
234005 only. E.M.D. cost Rs. 4500,
Last date of Tender 05.11.2020 20-E-
Tender Notice No: ET-
91/MMC/EPD/DTPS/2020, On line e-
bids are invited for the “Supply of
cooling fans, fan cowl (fan cover),
Terminal box, Motor terminal copper
Shorting link, Panel space heater &
Panel thermostat space heater for
DTPS”. E-tender has been uploaded
on 01.10.2020 on http://etender.
up.nic.in Estimated cost of work Rs.
483884 only. E.M.D. cost Rs. 9500,
Last date of Tender 05.11.2020 Note-
Tender ET-02/03/87/92/93/94/95/96/
97/98/90&91 Eligibility Conditions:
Only reputed Manufacturers/ their
Authorized Dealer can participate in
this tender. Total quantity of work,
tender specification and other terms
& condition is as per tender
documents available on the e-portal.
Corrigendum, Addendum, Extension
if any shall be uploaded only on the
above website. Bidders are advised
to visit the website regularly for
updated information from time to
time. Part- I shall contain Tender
Cost/Earnest money and other
necessary documents as per pre-
qualifying conditions and Part-II will
contain price bid as per bill of
quantity. Tender specification may be
downloaded from the website
(http://etender.up.nic.in) and other
specification details can be seen on
Nigam website www.uprvunl.org.
The contactors have to submit the
hard copy before the schedule
date/time in the concern office in
sealed envelope containing details of
the tender mentioned on the
envelope. Tenders are advised to
send their hard copy directly to the
concerned tendering authority of the
Circles/ Division. Who reserve the
right to unaccepted/cancelled any or
all the tenders without assigning any
reason thereof. “Save Electricity
Enhance National Productivity" Sd/-
Superintending Engineer (H.Q.) ´fÂffaI
48/A²fe.Ad·f(¸fb)/d½fÄff´f³f I` ¸´f-1 (37)20 dQ³ffaI
30.09.2020

CCS Haryana Agricultural University, Hisar
(Established by Parliament Act 16 of 1970)

Tender Notice

CCS Haryana Agricultural University, Hisar is inviting Tender for
following equipments/items :-

1. Purchase of Multiple Water Quality Analyzer for the COFS,
CCSHAU, Hisar

2. Purchase of Water Purification system and storage tank (Chiller)
for Dean, COBS&H, CCSHAU, Hisar

For detail information and e-tendering schedule, please visit the
website https://etenders.hry.nic.in and University website
http://hau.ac.in
Date of start of bid preparation and submission 05.10.2020 (09:00
hours) and Closing on 25.10.2020 up to 17:00 hours. Opening of
Technical Bid on 26.10.2020 at 11:00 A.M. & Financial Bid on
27.10.2020 at 11:00 A.M.

Note: 1. All updates, amendments, Corrigenda etc. (if any) will be
posted only on the CCS HAU Website/Tender website.
There will not be any publication of the same through
Newspapers or any other media.

2. Interested bidders are advised to deposit bid
security/EMD on or before 48:00 hrs of expiring date and
time of bid online so as to get the payment verified.

-Sd/-
Director (Store & Purchase)

CCSHAU, Hisar
HAU-835

General Public is hereby informed that one
girl Namely: Palak, D/o: Laxmi Banjara,
R/o: Jhuggi No. 06, Anant Ram Dairy,
Sector 13, R.K. Puram, New Delhi hasbeen
missing since 25.09.2020 from the area of
P.S. Sarojini Nagar, Delhi. In this regard a
case FIR No. 320/20 u/s 363 IPC dated
26.09.2020 has been lodged at PS
Saraojini Nagar, Delhi. The description of

the missing girl are as under: Age: 15 years, Sex: Female,
Height: 4' 5", Complexion: Wheatish, Face: Round, Built:
Normal, Wearing: and .
Sincere efforts have been made by local police to trace out the
girl but no clue has come to light so far. Any person having any
information or clue about this girl kindly inform to the following.

Blue colour T-shirt black colour jeans

SEARCH FORMISSING

Palak

Website: http//cbi.nic.in
E-Mail ID - cic@cbi.gov.in
Fax No. 011-24368639
Ph. Nos.: 011-24368638, 24368641
DP/319/SW/2020

SHO
P.S. Sarojini Nagar, Delhi

Ph.: 011-24671281,
7065036230

Gist of e-NIT No.29/MIDA of 2020-21, Dated:-28.09.2020
For and on behalf of Lt. Governor of Union Territory of J&K, e-Tenders in two cover system valid for 180 days, are invited from
Original Pump Manufacturers (OPM's) or their authorized Dealers/ representatives or registered, reputed and experienced
Electrical/Mechanical contractors/other firms / SSI unit holders as detailed in the NIT for the below mentioned works.
The bidding process shall be completed online in two covers viz. Cover '1st' -Tender fee and Earnest Money details, Deposit, ful-
fillment of prequalification criteria, technical specifications and acceptance to terms and conditions of the tender. Cover '2nd' -
Financial Bid in the prescribed BOQ.

The critical dates are as tabulated below:-

Tender consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specification, Bill of Quantities (BoQ), set of terms and conditions of
contract and other details can be seen/ downloaded from Govt. website www.jktenders.gov.in and the bidders shall deposit their
bids in electronic format on the same portal.
The bid uploaded on the website up to due date and time will be opened on scheduled date /time or any other date convenient
to the tender opening authority in the office of the Executive Engineer, Mechanical Irrigation Division, Annatnag HQ Awantipora
All other terms and conditions shall remain same as laid down in PWD Form No. 25 & 33.
No. MIDA/1411-20 Executive Engineer,
Dated:-28.09.2020 Mechanical Irrigation Division Ang, HQ Awantipora

Government of Jammu & Kashmir
Office of the Executive Engineer Mechnical Irrigation Division Anantng HQ Awantipora

Phone No. : 01933247951 Email: xnmidanantnag@gmail.com

S. Name of Work Estimated Cost of tender Earnest Time of
No. Cost Document/ Money Completion

(Rs. in Lacs) (In Rs.) of Work

1 2 3 4 5 6

1. 9.24 5000/- 2% 3 months
Estimated

cost

Design, Manufacture, Supply, Installation, Testing &
Commissioning of 10 cusec Horizontal centrifugal Pumping
Unit; Providing and fitting of suction and delivery pipeline
and other fittings for LIS Musafir Grave.

i Publish Date 28.09.2020 at 18:00 hrs

ii Document Down load/sale start Date 28.09.2020 from 18:00 hrs.

iii Clarification start date 30.10.2020 from 10:00 hrs.

Iv Pre-bid Meeting date 02.10.2020 at 12:00 hrs

v Bid submission start date 04.10.2020 from 10 :00 hrs

Vi Clarification end date 17.10.2020 upto 14:00 hrs

Vii Bid submission/ Document download/sale end Date 19.10.2020 upto 16:00 hrs

viii Date and time of Bid opening 20.10.2020 at 12:00 hrs. or any date convenient to the Deptt.

DIPK-6613

Government of India
Department of Atomic Energy

Bhabha Atomic Research Centre
Technical Services Division

North Site, Trombay, Mumbai-85

The Chief Engineer, Technical Services Division, Bhabha Atomic
Research Centre, North Site, BARC, Trombay, Mumbai - 400 085, on
behalf of the President of India invites online item rate tenders on two
bid system for following work :-
NIT No. BARC/TSD/167/2020-21, Name of work – Waterproofing,
external painting with elastomeric coating, structural repair works
and allied civil works etc. of L1 building at BARC facilities at village
Chinchavali, near Kalyan. ; Estimated cost - `1,56,78,000/- ; Earnest
Money - `3,13,560/-; Period of completion – 12 months; Last date
and time of submission of bid – 29.10.2020 (23:59 Hrs.).
The bid forms and other details can be obtained from the Website
www.tenderwizard.com/DAE or www.barc.gov.in
Changes if any, in the above scheduled date etc. will be notified only
in the website www.tenderwizard.com/DAE.
Contact for assistance / clarifications 24x7 @ 9969395522 Shri Rudresh,
e-mail: rudresh.tenderwizard@gmail.com

Chief Engineer

NoTICE INvITING e-TENDERS

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER,
RWS&S DIVISION, BALASORE

Tel: 06782-262249, Fax: 262931,
email: eerwss_bls@nic.in, eerwssbls@gmail.com.

NATIONAL COMPETITIVE BIDDING THROUGH e-Tendering
Identification No 12 Dt. 28-09-2020

O-409

1. Nos. of Work : 5 Nos RPWS schemes in Balasore district.

2. Estimated cost : Rs. 81.96 lakhs to Rs. 244.44 lakhs

3. Period of completion : 330 days
4. Availability of bid

document in Portal
: Dt. 14-10-2020 at 10.00 hours to 22.10.2020

up to 17.00 hours through online.

5. Seeking of Clarification : Dt. 14.10.2020 at 10.00 hours to Dt.
20.10.2020 up to 15.00 hours

6. Date of opening of Bid : Dt. 28.10.2020 at 11.00 hours in the O/O EE,
RWSS Division, Balasore.

7. Name and address of the
Officer Inviting Tender

: Executive Engineer, RWS&S Division,
Balasore

Bid Cost & Bid Security will be receipt through electronic payment by
NEFT/RTGS.
Further details can be seen from the e-Procurement Portal:
http://tendersodisha.gov.in

EXECUTIVE ENGINEER,
RWS&S DIVISION, BALASORE.

OIPR/25013/11/0003/2021

WATCO
OFFICE OF THE MANAGING DIRECTOR, WATCO.

Ground Floor, Unnati Bhawan,
H.B. Colony, Satyanagar, Bhubaneswar-751007, Odisha, India

Telefax: - +91-674-2391444
E-mail - mail@watcoodisha.in md@watcoodisha.in

INVITATION FOR BID (IFB)
Bid Identification No.WATCO (W)-10/2020-21

Dtd.01.10.2020
WATCO No. 3435 Date: 01.10.2020

Further details can be seen from the web site
"www.tendersodisha.gov.in."

Sd/-
(Managing Director)

WATCO

OIPR/13083/11/0011/2021

C-152

1 Name of the work :- Extension of Water Supply to Police line at Puri.

2. Estimated cost :- Rs.282.07 Lakh

3. Period of completion :- 6 (Six) Months.

4. Date & time of availability of
bid document in the portal

:- From 11.00 AM of Dt.08.10.2020 to 5.00 PM of
28.10.2020

5. Last date / time of receipt of
bids in the portal

:- 5.00 PM of 28.10.2020.

6. Date & time of opening of
technical bids

:- 12.30 PM of 29.10.2020.

7. Name and address of the
Officer inviting Bid

: Managing Director, WATCO Telefax:- 0674-
2391444. E-Mail: mailwatcoodisha.in

md@watcoodisha.in

8. The bidders have to participate in ONLINE bidding only.

New Delhi



CORONAVIRUSDASHBOARD

WHYDOsomepeoplewithCovid-19
developsevereinflammation?Anew
studyaddressesthisquestionbylook-
ingatthemolecularstructureandse-
quenceof theSARS-CoV-2spikepro-
tein, the key part of the virus that
causesCovid-19.Thestudyusescom-
putationalmodelling to zero in on a
partof theSARS-CoV-2spikeprotein
thatmay act as a “super-antigen”. It
proposes that this part kicks the im-
mune system into overdrive leading
toinflammatorysyndrome.Thestudy
ispublishedintheProceedingsof the
NationalAcademyof Sciences.
Symptoms of a newly identified

condition in paediatric Covid-19 pa-
tients, known as Multisystem
InflammatorySyndrome inChildren
(MIS-C), includepersistent feverand
severeinflammationthatcanaffecta
hostofbodilysystems.Whilerare,the
syndromecanbeseriousorevenfatal.
ResearchersMosheArditi(Cedars-

SinaiMedical Center) and Ivet Bahar
(University of Pittsburgh School of
Medicine) searched for
features of the SARS-
CoV-2 virus that might
beresponsibleforMIS-C.
Theycreatedacomputer
model of the interaction
between the SARS-CoV-
2 spike protein and the
receptors on human T
cells. These T cells are
part of the immune sys-
tem and normally help
the body fight off infec-
tion, butwhen they are
activated inabnormally largequanti-
ties, they producemassive amounts
of inflammatorycytokines,leadingto
a“cytokinestorm”.
The computermodel identified a

specific region on the spike protein
withsuper-antigenicfeatures—which
can lead to an abnormal immune re-
sponse. The researchers compared

this region to a bacterial protein that
causes toxic shock syndrome and
foundstriking similarities inboth se-
quence and structure. Also, the pro-
posed SARS-CoV-2 super-antigen
showed a high affinity for binding
with T cell receptors— the first step
towardsarunawayimmuneresponse.

The discovery of protein-level
similarities between
SARS-CoV-2andthebac-
terial structure that
causes toxic shock syn-
drome, the researchers
said, may have opened
up new avenues for
treating not onlyMIS-C
patients, but also adults
with Covid-19 infection
experiencing cytokine
storm.
The researchers also

collaboratedwithscien-
tistsstudyingadultCovid-19patients
inGermanyandfoundthatthosewho
experienced severe symptomshada
Tcellresponsesimilartowhatisseen
in people exposed to super-antigens
and very different from the T cell re-
sponseinpatientswhohadonlymild
symptoms.

Source:Cedars-SinaiMedicalCenter

INDIAACTIVECASES 940,705

WORLDTOTALCASES
34,080,123

Source:JohnsHopkinsUniversity,
updatedat11pmonOct1

INDIATOTALCASES
6,312,584

Source:MinistryofHealth&Family
Welfare,updatedat11pmonOct1

Note: TheSept30 figure is basedon thegovernmentupdateonOct1
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MEHRGILL
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER1

OVERTHE last oneweek,military action in
Nagorno-Karabakh, a region disputed be-
tweenArmeniaandAzerbaijan,hasresulted
in the death of at least 100 civilians and
Armeniancombatants.Whilethetwocoun-
trieshavefoughtovertheregionfordecades,
thecurrentconflictisbeingseenasoneofthe
most serious in recentyears.Azerbaijanhas
notreleasedinformationonitscasualties.

What isNagorno-Karabakh?
Straddling western Asia and Eastern

Europe,Nagorno-Karabakh is internation-
ally recognised as part of Azerbaijan, but
most of the region is controlled by
Armenian separatists. Nagorno-Karabakh
has beenpart of Azerbaijan territory since
the Soviet era.When the Soviet Union be-
gantocollapseinthelate1980s,Armenia’s

regional parliament voted for the region’s
transfer toArmenia; theSoviet authorities
turneddownthedemand.
Years of clashes followed between

AzerbaijanforcesandArmenianseparatists.
The violence lasted into the1990s, leaving
tens and thousands dead and displacing
hundredsofthousands.In1994,Russiabro-
kered a ceasefire, by which time ethnic
Armenianshadtakencontrolof theregion.
WhilethearearemainsinAzerbaijan,itis

todaygovernedbyseparatistArmenianswho
have declared it a republic called the “Na-
gorno-KarabakhAutonomousOblast”.While
theArmeniangovernmentdoesnot recog-
niseNagorno-Karabakh as independent, it
supportstheregionpoliticallyandmilitarily.
Even after the 1994 peace deal, the re-

gionhasbeenmarkedbyregularexchanges
of fire. In 2016, it saw a Four-DayWar be-
fore Russia mediated peace. The
OrganizationforSecurityandCo-operation
inEurope (OSCE)MinskGroup, chairedby

France, Russia and the US, has tried to get
the two countries to reach a peace agree-
ment for severalyears.

What is thefreshconflictabout?
It began on themorning of September

27,sincewheneachcountryhasclaimedto
have inflictedserious losson itsopponent.
What’sdifferentaboutthecurrentflare-up
is that this is the first time that both coun-
trieshaveproclaimedmartial law.
AccordingtotheWarsaw-basedCentre

for Eastern Studies (OSW), the current es-
calation was “most likely” initiated by
Azerbaijan.Media reports havenoted that
the clashes were possibly a fallout of
Azerbaijan’sbidtoreclaimsometerritories
occupiedbyseparatistArmenians.
The chairman of Azerbaijan’s National

Councilhassaidinastatementthatthe“mil-
itaryoperationoftheAzerbaijaniarmycon-
tinuestocleartheterritoriesoccupiedbythe
enemy for almost 30 years”. He said

September27wasa“dayofexhaustion”and
alleged Armenia has occupied regions
aroundNagorono-Karabakhwiththe“direct
support”ofRussiatocreatea“securityzone”.

WhatarethestakesforRussia,and
othercountries?
Theconflictisgettingworldwideattention

becauseof theinvolvementofregionalrivals
TurkeyandRussia.Muslim-majorityTurkey

backsAzerbaijan, and recently condemned
Christian-majorityArmeniafornotresolving
the issue through peaceful negotiations.
Turkeyrecentlydeclaredunconditionalsup-
porttoMuslim-majorityAzerbaijan.
Russia and Turkey also back opposite

sidesinthecivilwarsplayingoutinSyriaand
Libya and Turkey’s support for Azerbaijan
maybeseenasanattempttocounterRussia’s
influenceintheregionofSouthCaucasus.
Russia’s role issomewhatopaquesince

it supplies arms toboth countries and is in
amilitaryalliancewithArmeniacalledthe
Collective Security Treaty Organisation. In
a statement released onMonday, Dmitry
Peskov,thePressSecretaryof thePresident
of theRussian Federation, saidRussia “has
always taken a balanced position” on the
matter and has “traditionally good rela-
tions”with both countries. He added that
Russia is in contactwith Turkey regarding
thesituation inNagorno-Karabakh.
Othercountries, including theUS,have

limited their participation to appeals for
maintaining peace so far. For all countries,
the region is an important transit route for
the supply of oil and natural gas to the
EuropeanUnion.

Whatnext?
Asofnow,bothsidesarestanding their

ground. The Russian state news agency
TASS quoted Azerbaijan President Ikhlam
Aliyevassayingthatforthefightingtostop,
Armenia must unconditionally leave
Nagorno-Karabakh.
OnMonday, theArmeniangovernment

lodged a requestwith the European Court
of Human Rights (ECHR) for an interim
measure(applicableonlywhenthereisim-
minent risk of irreparable harm) against
Azerbaijan.Itrequestedthecourttoindicate
totheAzerbaijanigovernmentto“ceasethe
militaryattacks towards thecivilian settle-
mentsalongtheentirelineofcontactof the
armedforcesofArmeniaandArtsakh”.

SHAJUPHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,OCTOBER1

ONWEDNESDAY, the Supreme Court de-
ferred until nextweek the hearing of a CBI
appeal challengingaKeralaHighCourt ver-
dict upholding the discharge of Chief
MinisterPinarayiVijayaninthedecades-old
SNC-Lavalincorruptioncase

What is theSNC-Lavalincase?
It dates back to 1996-97, when Vijayan

was ElectricityMinister in the then govern-
ment. It concerns an agreement between
Kerala State Electricity Board (KSEB) and
CanadianfirmSNC-Lavalin forrenovationof
three hydel power projects. Although the
MoU for a consultancywas signed towards
the end of the Congress regime from1991-
96,itwasduringVijayan’stenureasElectricity
Ministerin1997thattheMoUwasconverted
intoafixed-pricedeal(atRs239.81crore)for
supply of equipment and engineering serv-
ices for therenovationof theprojects.
Though renovationwas to be completed

bySeptember2001, itwasdoneonly in Feb-
ruary2003,atacostof Rs250.40crore, apart
fromafinancingliabilityofRs69.83crore.KSEB
failed to get technology transfer and training
ofpersonnelasenvisagedinthecontract.The
equipmentsuppliedbyLavalinwaslaterfound
tobedefective,andsomeof itwasunusable.

Lavalin had agreed tomobilise Rs 98.30
crore forconstructionofahospital,Malabar
CancerCentre, innorthKerala.Buttheactual
contributionmadeuptoFebruary2001was
only Rs 8.98 crore. The government did not
receivetherest;thesefundswereanintegral
partof theagreement.

Whendidthesecometolight?
In2001,theAssemblySubjectCommittee

found thedealwith Lavalin had led tohuge
losses for the government. A year later, the
Congress government ordered a Vigilance
probe,but it failed tomakeanyheadway.
In2005,thereportoftheComptrollerand

AuditorGeneral(CAG)saidthestatehadlost
Rs374.50croreinthedeal.Subsequently,the
Vigilance probewas revived and in 2006 a

preliminary probe reportwas submitted in
court, arraigning eight people as accused—
all KSEB officials. Amid allegations that the
police had let politicians off the hook, then
ChiefMinisterOommenChandyannounced
thatthecasewouldbehandedovertotheCBI,

WhatdidtheCBI find?
In May 2006, the LDF government as-

sumed office. Vijayanwas CPM state secre-
tary then.When a public interest litigation
cameupintheHighCourtdemandingaCBI
probe,thegovernmentobjected,butin2007
thecourtallowedtheCBI toprobe thecase.
In January2009, theCBIsubmittedits fi-

nal report,arraigningVijayanasanaccused.
The CBI sought the Kerala Governor’s sanc-
tion to prosecute Vijayan as he had been a
minister. In June 2009, Governor R S Gavai
accorded sanction to prosecute Vijayan. It
was also the first time a politburomember
wasbeingprosecuted forcorruption.
The CBI final report named 11 accused.

ExceptVijayanandaseniorexecutiveofSNC-
Lavalin,therestwerebureaucratsthenassoci-
atedwithKSEBandthepowerdepartment.All
ofthemhadretiredbythenandafewhaddied.

WhatarethechargesagainstVijayan?
Vijayanwaschargedundersections120B,

420of the IPC alongwith sections 13(1) and
13(2)ofthePreventionofCorruptionAct.The
CBIfoundthatVijayanhadshownunusualen-

thusiasminthedeal.“Thefinalcontractwith
LavalinwasenteredintowithoutCabinetcon-
sent;hehelddirectdiscussionswithasenior
managerof theSBI togetexemptionof bank
guarantee for the amount promised to the
MCC; he finalised the contractwithout the
formalapprovalof theKSEB;andthathehad
beenkeentoretaintheMalabarCancerCentre
undertheKSEB,”theCBIreportsaid.

Howdidthecaseproceed?
In 2013, the CBI trial court in

Thiruvananthapuramallowedthedischarge
petitions of Vijayan and six others. The CBI
challenged the decision in the Kerala High
Court, which partially granted the revision
petition;JusticeUbaidsetasidethedischarge
of threeaccused includingVijayan.
Then on August 24, 2017, when Vijayan

hadbecomeCM, theHighCourtupheld the
verdictof theCBIcourt thathadallowedhis
discharge.Thecourtobservedthatthepros-
ecutiondoesnothavesufficientandsatisfac-
torymaterial towork out a prima facie case
againsttheaccused.JusticeUbaidsaid,“Ifind
thatdespitematerialshowingfailureandin-
action on part of manyministerswho suc-
ceeded him (Vijayan), the CBI wrongly
picked and chose the seventh accused for
prosecution on an allegation of conspiracy
without thesupportof anymaterial.’’
The CBI challenged this in the Supreme

Court in2017 itself.
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Should you buy a house now?
Fallingpricesandlowinterestmaybetempting,butthosewhoseincomeshavefallenshouldideallynot
rush.Forthosepayingrent, itmakessenseto lookattheproperty’s rentalyieldbeforetakingtheplunge

DECLINE IN property prices and prevailing
low interest ratesmayentice someonewho
has been either looking to buy his/ her first
houseorlookingtoupgradetoabiggerhouse.
However, thedecision tobuyahouseneeds
careful consideration, especially at a time
when income levels are falling, property
pricesareexpectedtoremainatlowerlevels
andrentalyieldsareonadecline.Individuals
mustalsounderstandthat inthepandemic-
inducedslowdown,itisimportanttoholdon
toliquidityandnotgoforadditional liability.

Shouldyoubuyorstayonrent?
At least for thosewhohave their jobsand

salarylevelsintact,andwhohavebeenlooking
tobuyahouseoftheirownforquitesometime,
itmaybeoneofthebettertimestobuyahouse.
If theprice correctionover the last 4-5 years
andasharpdeclineininterestratesarefactors
thatfavoursuchadecision,thefactthatthere
is an ample ready-to-move inventory in the
market and that buyershold thenegotiating
power in the currentmarket situation only
makesitmoretemptingtotaketheplunge.
“It is an opportune time for those who

havebeenwaitingtobuyforalongtime.For
the first timeinaround15years, thereales-
tatemarket has turned a buyer’smarket as
over the last 10-15 years builders and sup-
pliers dictated terms. One can bargain hard
and get the house at a lower-than-quoted
price,”saidPankajKapoor, founderandMD,
LiasesForas, a real estate research firm.
For thosewhoareexperiencingsomefi-

nancialstress,thedecisiontobuyahomecan
bedeferreduntiltheyseestabilisationincash
flows,andtheycouldbebetteroffstayingon
rentor renegotiating theirmonthly rent.
With the economy under stress on ac-

countof thepandemic,growingjoblessness
intheeconomyandoutwardmigrationfrom

cities, a scenario is developingwhere both
rental rates and property pricesmay con-
tinue to remain under pressure, so staying
onrentmaybeasmartdecision.

Buyversusrent—whatarethefactors to
consider?
Even for thosewho can buy the house,

thereneedstobeacarefulconsiderationbe-
foretakingtheplunge.Adropinrentalyields
meansthatthepropertymaybeovervalued
and futurecapital appreciationmaybe lim-
ited,andsoapropertyinthelocationofyour
choicemay be available at the almost the
samepriceover thenext fewyearsat least.
Experts say that if the rental yield of the

property that someone is looking to buy is
more than 3.5%, then one should buy the
houseas,besidesgivingasenseofsecurity, it
will alsomean futurecapital appreciation.
“If the rental yield of the property to be

bought is less than 2.5%, one should simply
stay on rent because lower and declining
rental yieldsmean lowcapital appreciation
going forward. And given the current sce-

nario, yieldswill decline furtheronaccount
of risingjoblessnessandoutwardmigration
of people fromcities,”Kapoor said.
Consider this: if youare looking tobuya

housewhich is priced at Rs 1 crore andyou
take a loan of 80 lakh. At an interest rate of
7.5% for a 20-year loan, yourmonthly EMI
would come to around Rs 65,000, which
meansanannualEMIoutgoofRs7,80,000.
By comparison, if you stay on rent in a

similarpropertyandlocation,a5%rentalyield
wouldmean an annual rental outgo of Rs 5
lakh and a 2.5% rental yieldwouldmean an
annualrentofRs2.5lakh.Whatitalsomeans
is that if the rental yield is 5%, the property
wouldseecapitalappreciation.Ontheother
hand, if therentalyield is2.5%, itmeansthat
the property is overvalued andmaynot see
muchcapitalappreciationgoingforward.
So, homebuyerswould be better off not

buying a housewhich has a rental yield of
2.5%or less,andshouldinsteadstayonrent.
It is important to note that while those

payinghome loanEMIcanclaimdeduction
ofuptoRs2lakhontheinterestcomponent

of thehome loan in a year, those staying on
rent will see their HRA component of the
salaryexempted fromtax.

Shouldyoubuyrealty for investment?
Amid the prospect of declining rental

yields,lowcapitalappreciationoverthelast10
yearsandrealestatebeingnotaliquidinvest-
ment,retailinvestorswouldbewisenottobuy
realestatepurelyforinvestmentpurposes.
WhileanHNI(highnet-worthindividual)

investorcangoforrealestateinvestmentinthe
currenttimesandgetapropertyatadiscount
of20-30%,aretailinvestorwouldbebetteroff
puttingthatmoneyinamoreliquidasset.
Onemust remember that incaseof eco-

nomic stress, real estate is the first to lose
value and turn illiquid. If gold preserves its
value and turnsmore precious in times of
economiccrisis, realestatedoes just theop-
posite. Real estate investments are not for
bad times— in bad times, youmay end up
doingadistress sale.
Another important factor is that one

should not take a loan to buy real estate for
investment, as youmaybepaying an inter-
estofaround8%ontheloanandearning2.5-
4%as rentalyield.

Shouldyoukeepthepandemicand
slowdowninmind?
At a timewhen theeconomy isundergo-

ingaslowdown,individualsbothsalariedand
self-employed arewitnessing a dip in cash
flows, and there is uncertainty about the fu-
ture,itmustbeunderstoodthatanadditional
liabilitywillonlyaddtostress levels.Withno
medical breakthrough yet on Covid-19 and
dailycasesrising,individualsmustlooktokeep
liquiditywiththemforanycontingency.
Thepurchaseof ahouse in current times

wouldmeanutilisingone’s own liquidity for
thedownpaymentbesidesaddingahugelia-
bility in the formof a loan inanenvironment
whereincomelevelsarefallingandfuturecash
flows remain uncertain. The big decision of
buyingahouseshouldideallybemadewhen
thepandemicisbehindusandthereisreason-
ablecertaintyoverrevivalof theeconomy.
So,onlyindividualswhoarenotimpacted

muchby theCovid-induced slowdownand
arecomfortablyplacedshouldbuyahouse.
Otherscanwaituntilthesituationimproves.

Forthosewhohavetheir jobsandsalaries intact, thismaybetherighttimetobuy
thehouse.Thoseunderfinancialstressshouldwait.ExpressArchive
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UNITEDKINGDOM

Harry,Meghan
startcampaign
againstracism
London: PrinceHarry has
spoken about his "awak-
ening"toraceissuesashe
and his wife, Meghan,
launched an anti-racism
campaign tomark Black
HistoryMonth in theUK.
In a video interviewwith
the Evening Standard
newspaper published
Thursday, Harry said
London sometimes
“doesn't feelasdiverseas
itactually is”. “Foras long
asstructuralracismexists,
therewill be generations
ofyoungpeopleofcolour
who do not start their
liveswiththesameequal-
ityofopportunityastheir
white peers," wrote the
Duke and Duchess of
Sussex, as Harry and
Meghan are formally
known. AP

PrinceHarryand
MeghanMarkle

TOPOFTHE
WORLD

MALAYSIA

Courttohear
ex-PM’s1MDB
appeal inFeb
Kuala Lumpur: A
Malaysian court will be-
gin hearing on February
15 an appeal by former
prime minister Najib
Razakagainsthisconvic-
tionongraft andmoney-
laundering charges
linked to the state fund
1MDB, a prosecutor said
on Thursday. Najib was
sentenced to 12 years in
jailandfinesofnearly$50
million in July on seven
charges over illegally re-
ceiving $10millionmis-
appropriated from SRC
International, a former
unit of 1Malaysia
Development Berhad
(1MDB). The sentence
was stayed pending the
appeal. REUTERS

PAKISTAN

Teenkillsherself
afterblackmail
byrapists
Karachi: A 17-year-old
Hindugirlcommittedsui-
cide in Pakistan's Sindh
provinceaftershewasre-
portedly blackmailed by
threemenaccusedofsex-
uallyassaultingher,ame-
dia report said on
Thursday. The girl ended
her life by jumping into a
deepwell in Tharparkar
district on Wednesday,
Dawnreported.According
toanFIRregisteredin2019,
thethreemenforciblytook
the girl to a housewhere
theyrapedherandfilmed
theordeal. The trial in the
casewas delayed due to
thepandemic. PTI

AFGHANISTAN

Suicidebomber
kills9atmilitary
checkpoint
Kabul:AnAfghan official
says at least nine people
including four civilians
were killed when a sui-
cidecarbomberattacked
amilitary checkpoint in
southern Afghanistan.
OmerZwak,aspokesman
for the provincial gover-
nor in Helmand, said
Thursday a small child
and three security per-
sonnelwerewounded in
thelateWednesdaynight
attack inNahriSarahdis-
trict. Zwak said civilians
were in avehiclepassing
bywhentheattackertar-
geted the checkpoint.
Twowomenwereamong
thosekilled. AP

THENEWYORKTIMES
NEWYORK,OCTOBER1

THEGROUPofTrumpcampaign
officialscamecarryingcellphone
camerasandadeterminationto
help the president's re-election
efforts in Philadelphia. But they
were asked to leave the city's
newly opened satellite election
offices on Tuesday after being
told local election laws did not
permit them tomonitor voters
comingtorequestandcomplete
absenteeballots.
On social media and right-

wingnewssitesandinthepres-
identialdebateonTuesdaynight,
President Trump and his cam-
paign quickly suggested nefari-
ous intent in theactionsof local
election officials,with the pres-
identclaimingduringthedebate
that “bad things happen in
Philadelphia” and urging his
supporters everywhere to “go
into the polls and watch very
carefully”.
The baseless descriptions of

the voting process in
Philadelphia were the latest
broad-brush attempt by the
Trumpcampaign toundermine
confidenceinthisyear'selection,
a message delivered with an
ominous edge at the debate
when he advised an extremist
group, theProudBoys, to"stand

back and stand by" in his re-
marksabout theelection.
Thea McDonald, a spokes-

woman for the Trump cam-
paign, said the operation was
needed because “Democrats
have proven their lack of trust-
worthiness time and again this
election cycle”. She added,
“President Trump's volunteer
poll watcherswill be trained to
ensure all rules are applied
equally, all valid ballots are
counted,andallDemocrat rule-

breaking is calledout.”
In recent weeks, the Trump

campaign has distributed care-
fullylawyeredtrainingvideosto
prospective poll watchers
around the country describing
whattheycanandcan'tdowhile
monitoring the voting process,
imploringthemtobecourteous
to “evenourDemocrat friends”.
Thepollwatcherswillchallenge
ballots and theeligibilityof vot-
ers,buttheyarenotsupposedto
interactwithvotersthemselves.

Votingrightsgroupsfearthat
effortcouldveertowardvoterin-
timidation. But the question is
howfarMr.Trump's supporters
willtaketheexhortationstopro-
tect a vote the president has re-
lentlessly, and baselessly, de-
scribed as being at risk of
widespread fraud.
The Republican National

Committeehas been allowed to
participateinpollwatchingonly
becausethecourts in2018lifted
aconsentdecreethathadbarred

themfromdoingsoforthreeand
ahalfdecades,afterthepartyun-
dertook an operation to intimi-
dateNewJerseyvoters in1981.
Now,pollwatchersarebeing

instructed in specific detail. In
Michigan, for instance, they are
beingtoldtorecordwhenanypa-
per jams occur, while those in
Arizonaarebeinggivenadetailed
breakdown of the state's voter
identificationrequirements.
But while the official poll

watchers are being schooled in
legalprocedures,Mr.Trumpand
some of his closest surrogates,
includinghislongtimeconfidant
Roger J. Stone Jr. and his son
Donald Trump Jr., have recently
floatedconspiracy theories that
also sound likecalls toarms.
During a recent appearance

onTheAlexJonesShow,afar-right
radioprogramthatpeddlescon-
spiracy theories, Mr. Stone said
thatballots inNevadashouldbe
seized by federal marshals,
claiming that “they are already
corrupted” and thatMr. Trump
should consider nationalizing
thestatepolice.Mr.Stone,afelon
whosesentencewascommuted
this year by the president, has
ties to theProudBoys.
In a video imploring Trump

supporterstojoinapoll-watching
brigadecalled“ArmyforTrump”,
DonaldTrump Jr.made similarly
evidence-freeclaimsof fraud.

Trump’s call for followers tomonitor
poll raises voter intimidation fears

AirForceOnearriveswithDonaldTrumpatDuluth InternationalAirportonWednesday,
withsupportersof theUSpresident inattendance.AP

STEPHENCASTLE&
STEVENERLANGER
NEWYORK,OCTOBER1

THE EUROPEAN Commission
announced on Thursday that it
was pressing aheadwith legal
actionagainstBritainoverBrexit
legislation that thegovernment
inLondonhassaidwouldpermit
it tobreak international law.
The commission, the

European Union's administra-
tivearm,gaveBritainanultima-
tum lastmonth, threatening to
takeittocourtunlessitdropped
plans to override parts of an
agreementonwithdrawal from
the bloc that Prime Minister
Boris Johnsonstruck lastyear.
Withthedeadlinehavingex-

pired, the commission said in a
statement that it had sent the
British government "a letter of
formal notice for breaching its
obligations under the
WithdrawalAgreement".
Britain has 30 days to re-

spondandanylegalactioncould
takemonthstounfold.Thatgives
thetwosidestheopportunityto
resolvetheirstandoff if theycan
strikeadealinwiderBrexittalks
ona tradeagreement.
Despite Thursday's move,

talks on a trade agreement be-
tweenBritainandtheEuropean
Unionarestillunderway.If those
aresuccessful,theycouldresolve
manyof thepointsat thecenter
of the legal action and pave the
way foracompromise.
Thestandoffcomeslessthan

100daysbeforeBritainissched-
uled to leave the European
Union's trade zone. Britain for-
mallyquitthebloconJan.31but
remainsunderitseconomicrule
bookuntil theendof thisyear.
Maros Sefcovic, a vice presi-

dent of the European

Commission,warned thisweek
thatBrusselswouldnothesitate
to use legal remedies in the
withdrawal agreement against
Britain if it refused to drop the
contentious legislation.
On Thursday, the commis-

sion's president, Ursula von der
Leyen,saidthatBritain's legisla-
tionwasa"fullcontradiction"of
previous commitments over
how a hard border in Ireland
shouldbeavoided.
TheBritishgovernment said

itwould respond later to theEU
move. "We have clearly set out
our reasons for introducing the
measures,"itsaidinastatement.
"We need to create a legal

safetynettoprotecttheintegrity
of theU.K.'s internalmarket,en-
sureministerscanalwaysdeliver
ontheirobligationstoNorthern
Ireland and protect the gains
fromthepeaceprocess."

EU begins legal
action over UK’s
Brexit plan

ATTHEheartof thedis-
putebetweenBrussels
andLondonoverBritain's
Brexit legislationare
partsof thewithdrawal
agreementdesignedto
prevent thecreationof a
"hardborder"between
Northern Ireland,which
ispartof theUnited
Kingdom,and Ireland,
whichwill remain in the
EuropeanUnion.There
arecurrentlynoborder
controlsbetweenthe
two,allowing for the free
movementof goodsand
people.
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A US Congressional report has
sought decisive action against
China, accusing Beijing of in-
creasingmilitarybuildup,violat-
ing other nations' sovereignty
andengaginginfatalskirmishes
to conduct a land-grab on the
Indianborder.
In its report unveiled on

Wednesday,theChinaTaskForce
of the House Republicans also
supportedtheproposalofBritish
PrimeMinisterBorisJohnsonfor
thecreationofanewD-10group
of leading democracies, includ-
ingIndia, foraddressingboth5G
mobile communications and
vulnerablesupplychains.
Injustthepastyearalone,the

China Communist Party (CCP)
has violated an international
treaty and dismantled Hong
Kong's civil liberties; continued
its oppressionof ethnicminori-
ties, including Uyghurs and
Tibetans; increased itsmilitary
buildup,conductedincreasingly
belligerentprovocations,andvi-
olatedothernations'sovereignty
at sea; engaged in fatal skir-
mishes to conduct a land-grab
on the Indian border; and as-
serted new territorial claims
overBhutan, the report said.
IndiaandChinaarelockedin

anearlyfive-month-longborder
standoff in eastern Ladakh.
Chinaunsuccessfullyattempted
tooccupy Indianterritory in the
southern bank of Pangong lake
in the lastweekofAugust.
Chinaisalsoengagedinhotly

contested territorial disputes in
boththeSouthChinaSeaandthe
East China Sea. Beijing has built
up andmilitarisedmany of the

islandsandreefsitcontrolsinthe
resource-rich region.
Praising the State

Department's July 2020 state-
mentwhichsaidthatChina'ster-
ritorial aggression in the South
China Sea is illegal, the report
said that the administration
couldtakesimilaractionregard-
ing the CCP's illegal conduct in
other areas, including around
the Senkaku Islands and along
India'sborder.
The US, it said, should im-

provepredictabilityofarmssales
withalliesandpartners,andex-
pandmilitary trainingwith al-
lied and partner nations. Doing
sowill improve interoperability
withtheUS,supportandprotect
Americanvalues,advanceUSna-
tional security and foreign pol-
icyinterests,andpromotetheUS
as thepartnerof choice, it said.
It pushed for coordinating a

whole-of-government offensive
information statecraft campaign
to counter the propagandama-
chine of Chinese Communist
PartybyusingtruthandAmerican
values to undermine CCP's "lies
andmalign"ideology.
Further,theUSshouldexpand

forwardpresenceandimprovein-
teroperabilitywithalliesandpart-
ner nations through the use of
joint training and exercises, in-
cludingbybringingtogetherand
regularisingmultilateralexercises
withlike-mindednationssuchas
Australia, Japan, India, andother
interestednations,thereportsaid.
The China Task Force, com-

prised of 15House Republicans
representing 11 committees, in-
cluding several Armed Services
Members,was formed inMayto
assess the threat of China and
comeupwithlegislativesolutions
onhowtocombattherisks. PTI

NAGORNO-KARABAKH FIGHTING WORSENS
Armeniansvolunteerrecruitsgatheratacenterwheretheyreceive theiruniformsand
weaponsbeforebeingdispatchedtothefrontlineamidstheavyfightingbetweenArmenian
andAzerbaijani forcesover theseparatist regionofNagorno-Karabakh.Reuters,quotingan
Armeniangovernmentsource, reportedthat twoFrenchjournalistsworkingfornewspaper
LeMondeare inagraveconditionafterbeingshelledbyAzeri forces.AP

REUTERS
BERLIN,MOSCOW,OCTOBER1

THE KREMLIN accused opposi-
tionpoliticianAlexeiNavalnyon
Thursday of working with the
CIA, after Navalny said he be-
lieved President Vladimir Putin
was behind the suspected poi-
soningthatputhiminacomain
Germany.
TheaccusationfromKremlin

spokesman Dmitry Peskov ap-
pears to be the first time the
Russianauthoritieshavedirectly
accused Putin's highest-profile
critic of workingwith a foreign
intelligenceagency.
It raises the stakes should

Navalny returntoRussia,andmay
addpressureonWesternleaders,
especially German Chancellor
AngelaMerkel,totakeactionover
hiscase.
Navalnyrespondedbysaying

hewouldsuePeskovovertheac-
cusation, challenging him to
presentevidence toback itup.
Navalny,44,emergedinrecent

weeksfromacomaaftersuddenly
falling ill in during a flight in
Siberia andbeing flowntoBerlin
fortreatment.Germandoctorssay
hewaspoisonedwithnovichok,
arareRussiannerveagent.
"IbelievethatPutinisbehind

the crime and I don't have any
other versions of what hap-
pened,"NavalnytoldGermany's
Der Spiegel magazine in an in-
terviewpublishedonThursday.

Peskov saidNavalny's allega-
tions against Putinwere unac-
ceptable, groundless and insult-
ing.“It'snotthepatientworking
with western intelligence, it's
western intelligence working
with him. That would bemore
accurate.Thereissuchinforma-
tion. I can even say definitely -
specialists of the U.S. Central
IntelligenceAgencyareworking
withhimcurrently,"theKremlin
spokesman told reporters on a
conferencecall.
Inresponse,Navalnywrotein

a post on his website: "Firstly, I
amsuingPeskov...Secondly,Ide-
mand the publication of proof
and facts, demonstrating my
'workwithCIAspecialists'.Show
it on television at prime time.
Youhavemypermission."
Navalny has tormented the

Kremlin for years with online
videosinwhichhedetailsthelav-
ish lifestyles and undeclared
wealth of senior officials he cas-
tigatesas“swindlersandthieves”.

DAVIDKEYTON
STOCKHOLM,OCTOBER1

A PROMINENT Belarus opposi-
tion figure and an imprisoned
Iranianhumanrights lawyeron
Thursday were awarded the
Right Livelihood Award, some-
times referred to as the
'Alternative Nobel', together
with activists from Nicaragua
andtheUnitedStates.
Ole vonUexkull, the headof

the Swedish Right Livelihood
Foundation behind the prize,
said that it "highlights the in-
creasing threats to democracy

globally. It ishightimethatallof
us supporting democracy
around theworld stand up and
supporteachother".
The foundation cited 58-

year-old human rights activist
AlesBialiatskiandthenon-gov-
ernmentalorganizationHuman
Rights Center Viasnawhich he
heads, "for their resolute strug-
glefortherealizationofdemoc-
racy and human rights in
Belarus".
In 2014, Bialiatski was re-

leasednearlythreeyearsintohis
prisonsentence,aheadofsched-
ule.Hewasconvictedof taxeva-
sionandsentencedto4years in

prison in November 2011.
Westerngovernmentscriticized
the trial aspoliticallyvindictive.
Bialiatskiwasnominatedfor

the Nobel Peace Prize in 2012
andreceivedanarrayof interna-

tionalawardswhileimprisoned.
Hisgrouphasprovidedlegalas-
sistance to thousands of
Belarusians arrested or impris-
oned for challenging President
AlexanderLukashenko's rule.

Iranian lawyer Nasrin
Sotoudeh,whohasdefendedac-
tivists,oppositionpoliticiansand
women prosecuted for remov-
ingtheirheadscarves,wasgiven
the award "for her fearless ac-
tivism, at great personal risk, to
promotepolitical freedomsand
humanrights in Iran."
Earlierthismonth,Sotoudeh

was transferred from a prison
cell toahospitalnorthofTehran
followingahungerstrikeforbet-
terprisonconditionsandthere-
leaseof politicalprisonersamid
the pandemic. She has since
endedherhungerstrikethatbe-
gan inmid-August.

The 57-year-old Sotoudeh
wasarrested in2018oncharges
of collusion and propaganda
againstIran'srulersandeventu-
allywassentencedto38yearsin
prisonand148 lashes.
Created in 1980, the annual

Right Livelihood Award honors
efforts that the prize founder,
Swedish-Germanphilanthropist
JakobvonUexkull, feltwerebe-
ing ignoredby theNobelprizes.
The foundation also gave its

2020awardtoMilton,Delaware-
born U.S. civil rights lawyer
BryanStevenson, 60, "forhis in-
spiring endeavor to reform the
U.S. criminal justice systemand

advance racial reconciliation in
the faceof historic trauma".
The fourth winner was 61-

year-oldrightsandenvironmen-
tal activist Lottie Cunningham
Wren of Nicaragua "for her
ceaseless dedication to thepro-
tection of indigenous lands and
communities fromexploitation
andplunder".
"Defyingunjustlegalsystems

anddictatorialpoliticalregimes,
theysuccessfullystrengthenhu-
man rights, empower civil soci-
etiesanddenounceinstitutional
abuses," said von Uexkull, the
foundation's executive director
andnephewof the founder. AP

‘THEY SUCCESSFULLY STRENGTHEN HUMAN RIGHTS, EMPOWER CIVIL SOCIETIES’

AlesBialiatskiandNasrinSotoudeh AP

Belarus activist, Iranian rights lawyer among winners of ‘Alternative Nobel’

Navalny works with
CIA, claims Kremlin

AlexeiNavalnyhasaccused
VladmirPutinofbeing
behindhispoisoning.

US Congressional
report accuses China
of violating other
nations’ sovereignty

SAJJADHUSSAIN
ISLAMABAD,OCTOBER1

A PAKISTAN anti-corruption
court on Thursday ordered the
seizure of assets of deposed
primeministerNawazSharif for
his failure to appear in the
Toshakhana graft case, days af-
ter hewas declared an abscon-
der in thematter that allegedly
caused a heavy loss to the na-
tionalexchequer.
An anti-corruption court on

September 9 indicted former
presidentAsifAliZardariandex-
prime minister Yusuf Raza
Gillani,whiledeclaredSharif an
absconder in thecase.
The Islamabad-based ac-

countability court was hearing

the case filed by the National
Accountability Bureau (NAB),
which submitted a detailed
record of Sharif’s movable and
immovableproperties.
Theaccountability Judgeor-

dered the authorities to freeze
Sharif's national and interna-
tional bank accounts and seize
his206acresofagriculturalland

in Lahore and 12.75 acres in
Sheikhupura, as well as his
house inMurree.
TheToshakhanagraft case is

aboutallegedrelaxationofrules
by Gilani for the benefit of
Zardari and Sharif to buy vehi-
clesgiftedby foreigncountries.
Sharif isaccusedofobtaining

luxury cars from the treasury
housebypayingjust15percent
of the price of these vehicles.
Zardari and Gilani, are also ac-
cused of receiving luxury vehi-
cles and gifts from the treasure
house.
Last month, the court de-

clared him a proclaimed of-
fender after he failed to present
himself before thecourt ashe is
inLondonfortreatmentforsev-
eralhealthcomplications. PTI

NawazSharif

Pakistan court orders seizure of
Sharif’s assets over graft case

New Delhi
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ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,OCTOBER1

AFTERRETURNINGtoexpansion
territoryinAugust,manufactur-
ingsectorgrowthgatheredmo-
mentuminSeptemberwiththe
IHSMarkit IndiaManufacturing
Purchasing Managers’ Index
(PMI) reaching its highestmark
since January 2012, supported
byaccelerated increases innew
ordersandproduction.

The headline seasonally ad-
justed PMI increased from52.0

in August to 56.8 in September,
signalling back-to-back im-
provements in thehealthof the
sector.Thelatestreadingwasthe
highestinovereight-and-a-half
years.
Concurrently, therewerere-

newed expansions in export
sales and input stocksaswell as
an improvement in business
confidence. Output prices rose
for the first time in sixmonths,
reflecting uptick in input costs,
thesurveysaid.

BRIEFLY
UTIAMCIPO
subscribed
2.31times
NewDelhi: The IPO of UTI
AssetManagementComp-
anywas subscribed2.31 ti-
mesonlastdayofbidding.It
receivedbidsfor6,31,02,348
shares against 2,73,50,957
sharesonoffer. PTI

Sensexgains
629pts,rupee
zoomsby63p
Mumbai: The benchmark
Sensexgained629pointsto
38,697.05, while the NSE
Nifty169pointsto11,416.95.
Meanwhile, the rupee
strengthened by 63 paise
against the US dollar to cl-
oseat73.13Thursday.

Mubadalato
invest`6,247cr
inRRVL
Mumbai:AbuDhabi-based
sovereign investorMuba-
dala Investment Company
willinvestRs6,247.5crorein
Reliance Retail Ventures
Limited (RRVL), translating
intoa1.40percentstakeon
a fullydilutedbasis. ENS

Googleunveils
latestPixel,
newTVservice

SanRamon:Googlewill try
tomake a bigger splash in
thesmartphonemarket,un-
veilingthePixel5whichwill
be available at $700 from
October15.Italsoaimstoex-
pand its presence with a
newTVservice. AP

KRISHNKAUSHIK&
SUNNYVERMA
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER1

ASTHEDefenceMinistryhasfor-
cedtolineupthepurchaseofam-
munitionandequipmentthrough
theemergencybuyingrouteamid
the five-month long military
standoff with China in eastern
Ladakh, theFinanceMinistryhas
moved to remove the curbs on
capitaloutlayfordefenceservices
andrevenue fordefenceservices
that were put in place due to
Covid-19duringthecurrentfiscal.
A senior defence establish-

ment source said thatwith the
newdevelopment, there are “no
restrictions on expenditure un-
like” the first twoquartersof this
financialyear.Thesourcesaidthat
“notboundbyquarterlyexpendi-
tureplannow”,it“facilitatespro-
curement”. In the current sce-
nario, it “impacts all, operations,
maintenanceandsustenance”.
Initslatestsetofcashmanage-

mentmeasures, thegovernment
has removed spending curbs on
defence services and fertilisers,
whileretainingtherestrictionsfor
mostothercategories.According
toalatestFinanceMinistryorder,
forOctober-December,spending
forDepartmentofFertilizers,and
capitaloutlayondefenceservices
and defence services (revenue)
havebeenmoved toCategoryA.
TheCategoryA includesdepart-
mentsandministrieswithoutany
spendingcurbs.Theministriesof
Rural Development, Railways,
CivilAviation,anddepartmentsof
PharmaceuticalsaswellasHealth
and FamilyWelfare are among
otherministriesinCategoryA.
DepartmentofFertilizers,and

capitaloutlayondefenceservices
anddefence services (revenue),
wereearlierinCategoryB,where
spendingwasrestrictedto20per
centofthebudgetedexpenditure
inaquarter.Ministriesanddepart-
mentsinCategoryChavetolimit
theoverallexpenditurewithin15

percentbudgetestimatesinFY21.
TheFinanceMinistryalsosaid

that amounts that remainunsp-
entinamonthoraquarterwillnot
be available for automatic carry
forward.Ministriesanddepartm-
entsneedtoseekspecificapproval
of the Expenditure Secretary to
utilisetheseunspentamounts.“In
thistimeofacutecashcrunch,ut-
most caremaybe taken to avoid
releasesthatcancontributetoidle
parking of funds,” theministry
statedinitsorder.
With theCentre’s fiscal posi-

tiondeteriorating after Covid-19
struck, the FinanceMinistrypla-
cedexpenditurecurbsinthefirst
twoquartersonvariousministries
anddepartments,whichwillnow
continue in thethirdquarter too.
Inthe2020-21budget,anamount
ofRs1,13,734crorehasbeenesti-
matedforcapitalexpenditureon
defence services,while defence
services revenue expenditure is
peggedatRs 2,09,319crore.
Sources suggested that re-

moving these curbswill help in
easing thedefence expenditure,
astheArmyisnotonlyfast-track-
ingbuyingofcertainweaponsand
ammunition,itwillalsohelpinac-
quiringtheequipmentneededfor
thewinter deployment of addi-
tionaltroopsineasternLadakh.
Aschancesofdisengagement

andeventual de-escalation fade,
theArmyispreparingtokeepad-
ditional troops in thebrutalwin-
ters of Ladakh, for which spe-
cialised equipment is needed. In
somepositions, troops are situ-
ated over 16,000 feet on certain
heights. Unlike the troops on
Siachen,whereproperinfrastruc-
turehasbeeninplacefordecades,
these newpositionswould re-
quireequipmentlikearctictents,
special clothing, fuel etc to help
thetroopssustainthewinters.

Restrictions on
Defence Ministry
spending removed

‘Manufacturing PMI in Sept at highest
since Jan 2012 on faster rise in new orders’

Thecurbswereput in
placeduetoCovid-19 in
thecurrent fiscal

■Theheadlineseasonally
adjustedPMI inSeptember. It
rose from52.0 inAugust,
signallingback-to-back
improvements inthehealth
of thesector.

56.8
viaTwitter:@madebygoogle
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DRIVENBYdemandforsmallcars
fromfirst-timebuyers, rural con-
sumers andadditional purchase
fromfamilieslookingtoavoidpub-
lictransportationamidtheCovid-
19pandemic,theIndianautomo-
bile industry continued to show
improvement inproductionand
dispatchnumbers inSeptember.
MarutiSuzukiIndiaannounceda
33.9per cent jump in itspassen-
ger vehicle sales in thedomestic
marketlastmonth.Thecompany
sold 1,47,912units,which is the
highest monthly sales in 24
months,i.e.sinceSeptember2018.
With sales of 50,313units in

the domesticmarket, Hyundai
Motors,too,announceda23.6per
centjumpinsalesoverthecorre-
spondingmonthof lastyear.
Among other players,while

Mahindra&Mahindraannounced
a3.5percent rise indomesticPV
salesinSeptemberat14,857units,
Honda Cars India registered
monthlydomesticsalesof10,199
units lastmonth, a growthof 9.7
per centover salesof 9,301units
in September 2019. Toyota
KirloskarMotorswitnesseda20

per cent decline in sales at 8,116
unitslastmonth,butthecompany
continuedtoshowriseinmonth-
on-monthsales.
Eveninthetwo-wheelerseg-

ment TVS Motor registered a
growthof 3.8per centwith sales
of 327,692 units in September.
HeroMotoCorpannouncedsaleof
7,15,718 units and registered
growthof 16.9per cent over the
samequarterof lastyear.
Industryinsiderssaytherisein

wholesale numbers for Septe-
mberisalsoonaccountofthefact
thatdealers are looking to stock-
upinanticipationoffestiveseason

demand,which should pick up
aboutmid-October. The compa-
niesalsowitnessednearnormal-
isationof production,with lock-
downrestrictionsbeingrelaxed.
Alookintosalesdataoverthe

last sixmonths shows thatwhile
April sawnil salesbyautomobile
manufacturers on account of a
complete lockdown, slowrevival
wasseeninMayandJune,follow-
ingsomerelaxationsinlockdown
curbs.However, the recoveryhas
been strong in July, August, and
Septemberasmostof themanu-
facturerswitnessedy-o-ygrowth
insales.Acloser look intothe last

month’s salesofMSIL shows the
mini segment (Alto& S-Presso)
andcompact segment (WagonR,
Swift, Celerio, Ignis, Baleno and
Dzire)accountedfor75percentof
totalunitssold.Bycomparison,the
two segments accounted for 70
per centof its sales inSeptember
2019.Whilesalesofminisegment
jumped35.7 per cent to 27,246
units, sales in compact segment
rose47percentto84,213units.
“While there isdemand from

first-timebuyers and fromrural
areas,wehavealsoseenthataddi-
tional car purchasehas goneup
becausepeoplewanttoavoidpub-
lictransportation.Peoplearemov-
ing fromconspicuous consump-
tion to conscious consumption
andsinceit isdrivenbytheutility
factor,peoplearegoingforsmaller
cars,”saidShashankSrivastava,ED
marketingandsalesatMSIL.
While automobilemanufac-

turershave seen fast recovery in
productionandsalesoverthelast
threemonthsandtheyarehoping
that thedemandwouldbegood
in the festive season, industry in-
sidersarecautiouswhenitcomes
to futureexpectationas they feel
thatcarsaleshaveastrongcorre-
lationwitheconomicgrowthand
riseinpercapitaincome.

CONSUMERSTRYINGTOAVOIDPUBLICTRANSPORTPROPELSEPTNUMBERS

REUTERS
BRUSSELS,OCTOBER1

ALPHABET’SGOOGLEplansto
pay $1 billion to publishers
globallyfortheirnewsoverthe
next threeyears, its CEOsaid
onThursday.
Newspublishershavelong

fought the search engine for
compensation forusing their
content,withEuropeanmedia
groupsleadingthecharge.CEO
Sundar Pichai said the new
product calledGoogleNews
Showcasewill launch first in
Germany,whereithassigned
upGerman newspapers in-
cludingDer Spiegel, Stern, Die
Zeit,andinBrazilwithFolhade
S.Paulo,BandandInfobae.Itwill
berolledoutinBelgium,India,
the Netherlands and other
countries.About200publish-
ers in Argentina, Australia,
Britain, Brazil, Canada and
Germanyhavesignedup.
“This financial commit-

ment—ourbiggest todate—
will paypublishers to create

and curatehigh-quality con-
tent foradifferentkindofon-
linenewsexperience,” Pichai
said.GermanpublisherSpiegel
Groupwelcomedtheproject.
The EuropeanPublishers

Council (EPC),whosemem-
bers include News UK, The
Guardian, Pearson, and The
NewYorkTimes,however,was
critical. “By launchingaprod-
uct, they (Google) candictate
termsandconditions, under-
mine legislationdesigned to
createconditionsforafairne-
gotiation,” saidEPCexecutive
directorAngelaMillsWade.
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Autosales infast laneonrising
ruraldemand, first-timebuyers

■GoogleNews
Showcasewill
launch first in
Germany. Itwill
alsobe rolledout in
Belgium, India, the
Netherlandsand
other countries.

GOOGLE NEWS
SHOWCASE SOON
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THE ECONOMIC impact of the
Covid-19pandemichasledtocor-
porate credit profiles hitting the
lowestinadecade,withthestress
likelytocontinueintheremaining
partoffinancialyear2020-21.The
adverseimpactofthepandemicis
alsovisibleon the state finances,
withthecollective fiscaldeficitof
18statesrisingto40.7percent in
April-June from13.4 per cent a
yearago,tworatingagenciessaid.
CRISILRatingssaidcreditout-

lookforfiscal2021isnegativewith

downgrades likely tooutnumber
upgradessignificantly.Thepropor-
tionof upgrades todowngrades
reached0.54 times,with161up-
grades,asagainst296downgrades
inthefirsthalfofthefiscal,with60
per centof theoverall rateddebt
insectorswithlowresilienceand
40percentinhighlyresilientones,
itsaid,addingtimelyrestructuring
support fromlenderswillbecru-
cialtocreditquality.
IndiaRatingsflaggedthespike

in fiscal and revenue deficits of
states.Eighteenofthelargeststates
havereportedacollectiverevenue
deficit of 285 per cent of BE in
April-Juneasagainst12.9percent

ayearago,itsaid.Revenueexpen-
ditureofthe18statesgrew11.7per
centinQ1,with18statesreducing
theirspendsonsalaryandpension
by10.5percentandonsubsidies
by39.9percent,butexpenditure
onpublic health/administrative
measures pushingup ‘other ex-
penditure’by40.1percent,itsaid.
Capital expenditureof the18

statesdeclinedby41.9percentin
the quarter. Among the major
states,AndhraPradesh,Himachal
Pradesh andKeralamaintained
capexgrowthevenamidthepan-
demic,itadded.

Full report on
www.indianexpress.com

‘Covid impact: Corporate credit profiles
hit; collective fiscal deficit of 18 states rises’

What Unlock 5.0 means
for international flights?
PRANAVMUKUL
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER1

FOLLOWING THE Unlock 5.0
guidelines issued by theHome
Ministry, theDirectorateGeneral
of Civil Aviation (DGCA) has ex-
tended thebanon scheduled in-
ternationalcommercialflightstill
October 31.However, there are a
number of countries towhich
flights are being operated and
Indiancitizenscantakeflights.

WhyhastheDGCA
extendedtheban
onforeignflights?
The Unlock 5.0

guidelineshavenotal-
lowed international
flights to resume yet
andtheDGCA’sdecisionisinline
withtheHomeMinistry’snorms.

Whataretheoptionsfor
thosewantingtoflyabroad?
Indiahasestablishedairbub-

ble arrangementswith15 coun-
tries. These are the US, the UK,
Canada, theUAE,Qatar, Nigeria,
Maldives, Kenya, Japan, Iraq,
Germany,France,Bhutan,Bahrain
and Afghanistan. Airlines from
bothcountriesunder anair bub-

blearrangementflybetweenthe
twojurisdictionscarryingpassen-
gersfromeitherpoints.Indiancar-
riers areoperating certain flights
under Vande BharatMission—
fewofwhicharecarryingpeople
onoutboundflightsfromIndia.

Arevisasbeing issuedfor
these international
destinations?
Asper visa outsourcing firm

VFSGlobal, visa applications for
25countrieshavebeenresumed,

with a few countries
openingupapplication
processforselectcate-
gories. For example,
most countries in
Europe’sSchengenre-
gionareonlyaccepting
CategoryDvisa appli-

cations,which isgranted to indi-
viduals studying,working or re-
sidingpermanently inoneof the
Schengencountries.Certaincoun-
trieslikeGermanyandEstoniaare
allowingCategoryCvisas,which
are meant for short visits.
Similarly, theUSisacceptingvisa
applicationsforemergencycases,
studentvisas,workvisasof‘H’and
‘L’classes,etc.

Full report on
www.indianexpress.com

Google plans to pay
publishers $1 bn over
3 years for their news

Bio E, ICMR develop antisera
for Covid treatment, prevention
ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER1

HYDERABAD-BASEDVACCINE
makerBiological E, in collabora-
tionwith the Indian Council of
MedicalResearch(ICMR),hasde-
veloped“highlypurifiedantisera”
thatcanbeusedinpreventionand
treatmentofCovid-19.
Antisera are blood sera that

containantibodiesagainst a spe-

cificviral toxinorantigenandare
injected tohelp in the treatment
orpreventionofthediseasesasso-
ciatedwiththatvirus.
“Suchmeasures have previ-

ouslybeenusedinmedicalscience
tocontrolmanyviral andbacter-
ial infections such as Rabies,
HepatitisB,Vacciniavirus,Tetanus,
Botulism and Diphtheria,”
tweetedICMRonThursday.
Whileplasmarecoveredfrom

Covid-19 patients could serve a

similar purpose, ICMR said the
profileofantibodies,theirefficacy
and concentrationkeepvarying
frompatienttopatient.Thesefac-
tors, therefore,makeplasmaan
“unreliable”clinicaltoolforpatient
management,itadded.“Standard-
isationachievablethroughequine
sera based treatmentmodality
thusstandsoutasyetanotherre-
markablepublichealth initiative
supportedbyICMRinthetimeof
Covid,”saidICMR.

TOUCHDOWN BY AIR INDIA ONE
Firstof thetwospeciallymodifiedBoeing777aircraft,whichwill flywiththecall sign
Air IndiaOne,arrived inDelhionThursdayafternoon.Theaircraft, tobeusedtofly the
President, theVicePresidentandthePrimeMinister, isequippedwithmissilewarning
sensorsandcountermeasuresdispensingdefencesystem,aspartof the largeaircraft
infraredcountermeasures (LAIRCM)self-protectionsuites (SPS)providedbytheUS.ANI

SITUATION INSEPT2019:
Exports at $26.02billion

WHYISITIMPORTANT?
SinceMarch,thecountry’s
outboundshipmentswere
recordingnegativegrowthdueto
theCOVID-19pandemicandthe
resultantfall inglobaldemand

KEYSECTORSsuchaspetro-
leum, leather,engineeringgoods
andgemsand jewellerywere
registeringnegativegrowth

‘RAPIDRECOVERY”:Goyal
said this is an indicator of the
“rapid recovery” of the Indian
economy Source: PTI

AMIDCOVID-19

‘Exports snap six-month losing streak, rise 5.27% in Sept’
After contracting for sixmonths in a row, the country’s exports grew by 5.27 per cent
to $27.4 billion in September, CommerceMinister Piyush Goyal said on Thursday
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II,,kkmmVeenaRani,W/OMunish
ChhokerR/O-D-63A,Main
Madhuban-RoadDayanand
BlockShakarpur,Delhi-
110092,have changedmyname
toVeenaRani Chhoker.

0040550211-1

II,,SSaannjjaannaaNischalW/oParas
SuryaR/o-A-431, Bhalswa
Dairy,Delhi-110042,after
marriage,have changedmy
name toSanjanaSurya,for all
purposes. 0040550191-8

II,,YYooggeesshh SharmaS/o-
Shri.VirenderNath
Sharma,R/o-RZ-101/45-
A,Mohan-Nagar,Pankha-
Road,NewDelhi-110046,inform
that YogeshSharma,Yogesh
NathSharmaandYogeshNath
all,are the sameperson.

0040550173-5

II,,SSwwaattaannttrraa kumar S/oRam
KrishanR/o 1104, Antriksh
Green,koushambhi, Ghaziabad
201010have changedmyson
AaryanKumar’s nameAaryan
Dharia. 0040550163-1

II,,SSaarraabbjjeeeett Singh,S/o,Late
Tejinder SinghR/o-F-32A,3rd-
Floor,Mansarovar-Garden,
N.Delhi-110015,have changed
myminor son’s nameYuvi
Singh Jubbel to Jaspreet
Singh,permanently.

0040550197-1

II,,SSUUNNIITTAARANI,W/oSh.ADITYA
VIR,H.No.2506, Sector-
2,Bahadurgarh,Distt
Jhajjar(Haryana)-124507,has
changedmyname to SUNITA
DALAL,for all official
purposes,in future.

0040550173-3

II,,RRAANNIIW/OMR.MOHDSHAHID
R/O-61,MASJIDCOMPOUND,
VASANT-KUNJROAD,
MAHIPALPUR,NEWDELHI-
110037,HAVECHANGEDMY
NAMETOMISKINA.

0040550173-1

II,,PPoooonnaamm,,WW//oo Shri Anil Kumar
R/o-C-78, First-
Floor,Kalkaji,NewDelhi-
110019,have changedmyname
toPoonamDrall for all
purposes. 0040550191-9

II,,NNOO..1144663366008800FFHAVMISAL
SHRIHARI RAMHARIDECLARE
THATMYDAUGHTER,OID-NAME
CHANGED,FROMSHRADHATO
NEW-NAME IS SHRADHA
SHRIHARIMISAL&MYSON
OLD-NAMECHANGED,FROM
OMMISALTONEW-NAME ISOM
SHRIHARIMISALAFFIDEVIT-NO
IN-DL86057948158988S. DATED-
28-SEP-2020,NOTARY
SER.NO.1468, DATED-28-SEP-
2020.(O.P. CHOUDHARY),DELHI.

0040550191-10

II,,MMuunniisshh S/OKartar Singh
Chhoker,R/O D-63A,Main
Madhuban-RoadDayanand
BlockShakarpurDelhi-
110092,have changedmyname
toMunishChhoker.

0040550211-2

II,,KKaalllluummkkaatthhrraaVelappanSagini
W/O, SanthoshR/oC-74
Pocket-11,Janta Flats Jasola
Vihar,NewDelhi-110025,have
changedmyname toSagini
Santhosh for all purposes.

0040550197-8

II,,HHIITTEESSHHKUMARS/OSHAM
GROVERR/OC-
6/44B,LAWRENCE
ROAD,KESHAVPURAM,ONKAR
NAGAR,DELHI-110035.
CHA,NGEDMYNAMETOHITESH
GROVER. 0040550173-6

II,,DDEEVVEENNDDEERRPATHAK,S/O
CHHITARMALSHARMA,H.NO-
561,JANTA-FLATSNEAR-IDEA-
TAWER,G.T.B-ENCLAVE,DELHI-
110093,HAVEchangedmy
name toDEVENDER KUMAR
SHARMA. 0040550173-7

II,,AAsshhiisshhKumar Singh, father of
GUNGUN(Minor daughter)R/o
WZ-123,D-59, Rajnagar Part-
II,PalamColony,NewDelhi-
110077,changedname,from
GUNGUN toGUNGUNSINGH.

0040550197-5

II,,AAnniittaaW/oYudhister
Kumar,R/o 40-C / 1,Mehrauli,
Delhi-110030 havechangedmy
name fromAnita toAnita
Madan for all futurepurposes.

0040550185-1

II,,AAddiittyyaaGoel S/oRajendra
PrasadR/o-D-13A/10,Model
Town-II Delhi-110009,changed
myminor son’s nameViraj
Goel toVeraj Goel.

0040550173-4

II,, RenuGuptaW/oRajivGupta
R/oH-18/18Block -HPocket-18
sector - 7 Rohini Delhi 110085
declare that beforemarrigemy
namewasRenuMathur
daughter of LateDr. Bhupendra
NathMathurR/o I GA8Vaishali
NagarAjmer ( Rajasthan ) and
aftermarrigewithRajivGupta I
have changedmyname from
RenuMathur toRenuGupta. I
shall be knownasRenuGupta
in the future. Both thenames
pertain to oneand the same
person.

0040550128-1

II,,AANNIITTAASHRIHARI,W/OOFARMY
NO.14636080FHAVAUTOTECH
‘A’ VEHMISALSHRIHARI
RAMHARI,RESIDENTOF,VII-
PATSANGAVI,PO-PATSANGAVI
DIST-OSMANBADPIN-
413504,MAHARASTRA,HAVE
CHANGEMYNAMETOANITA
SHRIHARIMISALD.O.B-
01/07/2020,WHICH IS
INCORRECT-MENTIONEDAS-
04/07/2020 ISCORRECT,VIDE-
AFFIDEVITNO.IN-
DL860059355836201S
DATED-28/09/2020,NOTARYSER
NO.1468DATED-28/09/2020(O.P.
CHAUDHARY),DELHI.

0040550191-11

II,,AANNIITTAAD/ORAMLALLUTHRA
R/OA-1/332A,BLOCK-
A1,KESHAVPURAM,DELHI-
110035.HAVECHANGEDMY
NAMETOANITALUTHRA.

0040550208-4

II,, Vinita RostogiW/oSh. Indrajit
SinghR/o FlatNo-ED 601,
Tower-1 Imperial Greens, Kanth
Road,Moradabad, U.P.-244001
have changedmyname from
VinitaRostogi toVinitaRastogi
for all purposes 0040550115-1

II,, TrideoKumar JhaS/o
Dayanand JhaR/oVillage
Jamuni, Post-Pathrol Thana
Madhupur, Deoghar,
JharkhandPin-815353, have
changedmynameandshall
hereafter be knownasDev
Kumar Jha. 0070715872-1

II,, SukhwinderKaur,W/o
Gurmeet SinghR/oSaray
Khader, Tarapur,Meerut,Uttar
Pradeshhavechangedmy
name toRavneet Kaur.

0040550191-4

II,, Sonia,W/oRaj Kishore, R/oH.
No. 2849, 2nd floor, Sector 46,
Gurgaon,Haryana
havechangedmyname to
SoniaBuntel for all future
purposes. 0040550119-1

II,, ShabanaD/oShahabudeen
R/oD-14, Gali No-37,Mahendra
Park, Azadpur, Delhi-110033,
have changedmyname to
Zoya 0070715868-1

II,, SayyedUmar S/oSyedAli
Akhtar R/o-F-58,West Jawahar
Park, LaxmiNagar, Delhi-
110092.have changedmyname
toSyedUmar. 0040550197-3

II,, Satya
Narain.(Service.No.84720), S/o
C.L.SharmaR/o-D-90A, East
UttamNagar, Near-Holy Public
School,NewDelhi-110059, have
changedmynameasSatya
NarayanSharma for all
purposes. 0040550126-1

II,, SanjeevSinghal, S/o Sh. Daya
PrasadSinghal R/oH.No.20,
GroundFloor, RoadNo.
60,Punjabi BaghWest, New
Delhi - 110 060dohereby
solemnlydeclare andaffirm
that thenameofmydaughter
MishikaSinghal iswrongly
mentioned inherK.R.
MangalamWorldSchool (S-
Block, VikasPuri, NewDelhi
110018) recordsasMishika
Singal insteadof thecorrect
nameMishikaSinghal. Itmay
benoted for all records that
MishikaSingal andMishika
Singhal arenamesof oneand
the sameperson. Sd/- Sanjeev
Singhal (Father)

0040550131-1

II,, SameerDodaS/oSunil Doda
R/o-65 Third-FloorKapil Vihar
PitampuraDelhi-110034have
changedmyname toSameer
Singh. 0040550173-2

II,, Rubyw/o-MohdZubair R/o-
738,Haveli AzamKhan, Bazar
Chitli Qabar, Jama-
Masjid,Delhi-110006 changed
myname toSairaBegumfor,all
purposes. 0040550197-7

II,, Roahit S/oAyubeRashidR/o
171/2, 6thCross EidgaMohalla
Bangargiri Nagar ,Bangalore
Pin-560006Karnataka. have
changedmynameandshall
hereafter be knownasAbdul
Wahid. 0070715874-1

II,, RimaDebC/oPradipDebR/o
B-350 First Floor,Chittaranjan
Park,NewDelhi-110019Have
ChangedmyName toReema
Deb 0070715869-1

II,, RenuBalaD/o Jayoti Parkash
R/o 726, LIG Flats, Hastsal, New
Delhi-110059haveChangedmy
name to Renu Dogra W/o
SanjeevKumarDogra.

0040550136-1

II,, RamuMandal,S/oBhola
Mandal R/o 313/37-CMain-
Road Inder Lok,Delhi-110035
have changedmyname to Laln
Mandal. 0040550208-1

II,, RameshwarNathKapoor S/o
GanpatRai KapoorR/oY34
HauzKhasNewDelhi 110016
declare thatRameshwarNath
Kapoor andR.N.Kapoor both
aremynameandGanpatRai
Kapoor andG.R.Kapoorboth
aremy father’s name.

0040550183-1

II,, PremLataW/OLate Shri Amit
KumarR/OH.NO-354, Saini
Mohalla, Nangloi, Delhi-110041,
have changedmyname to
Pinki. 0040550180-1

II,, Panshul S/OShri HiteshKumar
R/OB-6, Shani Bazar, Uttam
Nagar, Delhi-110059, have
changedmyname toPanshul
Kalra. 0040550180-2

II,, NavdeepSinghS/o-Narendra
Sony,R/oH.No.530, Harora-
Road, Gali.No.2Mohammadpur
Khudalia,Hapur,UP-
245207,have changedmyname
toNavdeepSinghSony.

0040550191-3

II,, NarendarVerma S/oKavarjeet
SonyR/oH.No.530, Harora-
Road,Gali.No.2,Mohammadpur
Khudalia, Hapur,UP
245207,have changedmyname
toNarendraSony.

0040550191-1

II,, NafisaRehmanw/o-Anisur
RahmanR/o-2641, Gali Khajoor
Wali, Kucha-Chelan,
Daryaganj, Delhi-110002.have
changedmyname toNafisa
Khatoon. 0040550197-2

II,,MonoronjonNomosudraS/o
SurendroNomosudraR/o
ManipuriBosti, PO/PS-Manja,
Dist- Karbi Anglong (Assam)
Pin- 782461, have changedmy
nameandshall hereafter be
knownasAnkit Roy.

0070715873-1

II,,Manmeet SinghS/oSurendra
SinghChawla,R/oNew.No.F-24,
Street.No.6, Panchsheel-
Garden, Naveen-Shahdara,
Delhi-110032,changedmy
name toManmeet Singh
Chawla. 0040550208-2

II,,Mahender SinghS/o Faquir
ChandR/o-F-4/49, Sector-
15,Rohini,Delhi-110089,have
changedmyname toMohinder
Singh. 0040550191-7

II,, KaryanandSinghS/oAdhik
SinghR/oS-90, School Block,
Shakarpur Delhi-110092 have
Changedmy name to
KaryanandKumar.

0040550135-1

II,, Jitender SinghS/oSurinder
R/o F-137VishnuGarden, Tilak
Nagar, NewDelhi 110018, have
changedmyname from
Jitender Sonkar to Jitender
Singh for all purposes.

0070715887-1

II,, HARSHITRAWAT, S/OSHRI
ANUPSINGHRAWATR/OC-
8/78-B , KESHAVPURAM ,
DELHI-110035, have changed
myname fromHARSHIT
RAWAT toREYAANSHRAWAT
for all FuturePurposes.

0040550145-1

II,, Devki NandanAggarwal S/o
Amar SinghR/oB-79, CC
Colony, NearRanaPratap
Bagh, Delhi-110007, have
changedmyname toDevki
NandanGarg 0070715867-1

II,, BeenaDeviW/o-Narendra
SonyR/o.H.No.530, Haroda-
Road,Gali.No.2,Mill, HapurUP-
245207,have changedmyname
toBeenaSony. 0040550191-2

II,, Baldev Singh-S/oSatnam
SinghR/o-Saray
Khader,Tarapur,Meerut,Uttar-
Pradeshhave changedmy
name toGurmeet Singh.

0040550191-5

II,, AshishOberoi S/oG.L. Oberoi
R/o-A-1-B/127- B
Janakpuri,Delhi-58 have
changedmyMinor daughter
nameMishkaOberoi to
MishhkaOberoi.

0040550134-1

II,, AmanpreetChawlaW/o
Manmeet SinghChawla,R/o
New.No.F-24, Street,No.6,
Panchsheel-Garden, Naveen-
Shahdara, Delhi-
110032,changedmyname to
Amanpreet Kaur.

0040550208-3

II,, PratibhaSharmaW/oAditya
Kumar Sharma,R/o.House
No.15-B,Block-B,Kalkaji, New
Delhi-110019,have changedmy
name toTripta Sharma,for all
purposes. 0040550191-6

II,, AdityaKashyap S/oKrishan
Gopal SharmaR/o 346/24 Tirth
Market, GurMandi, Sonipat
Haryana,131001haveChanged
myname to AdityaSharma.

0040550138-1

II,, AbhishekGattani S/oRam
KrishnaGattani R/o 106,
GroundFloor, Pocket-1, Jasola,
JamiaNagar, Delhi-110025,
have changedmyname to
AbhishekKumarMaheshwari.

0070715863-1

IIm,Sonia,W/oAjayKumar,R/o-
3778,Kuncha-Mohattar
Khan,Mori Gate,North,Delhi-
110006,changedmynameold-
name isRadhikaCorrect-name
is Sonia,for all,futurepurposes.

0040550211-5

II hitherto knownasHarbir Singh
S/OBhopal SinghR/OVillage
Atmadpur Sector-30 Faridabad
Haryanaat presentlyNew
Delhi have changedmyminor
son’s nameage15year from
Yuvraj Singhandshall
hereafter beknownas Robin
Baisla. 0040550197-4

II Singar Singh,S/OChnunnSingh
R/O-B111Chowkhandi Tilak-
Nagar,Delhi-110018,have
changedmyname toShingara
Singh. 0040550211-3

II PoojaRaniW/ORakeshR/O-B-
68, DDASlumJahangirpuri
Delhi-110033have changedmy
name toPooja. 0040550211-4

II Kumari GarimaW/oVinod
KumarSinghR/oQ.No.-279,
PoliceColony, AshokVihar ,
Phase-1, NewDelhi-52, have
changedmyname toGarima
Singh for all purposes.

0040550143-1

II Jatin TandonS/o-Devender
TandonR/o-H.No.53, Top Floor,
Pocket-6, Sector-24, Rohini,
Delhi-110085 havechangedmy
name toAshuMassey for all
purposes. 0040550133-1

II Debasis KourW/OSh.Manjit
SinghR/O-B-148Pocket-
2,Sector-82KendriyaVihar
NoidaGoutambudhNagarU.P-
201304 at presentlyNewDelhi
inform that inmyhusband
service record myname
spellinghasbeenwrongly
writtenasDebashisKour
insteadofDebasis Kour.

0040550197-6

II AshokKumar S/oNarainDass
R/o 52/24-B StreetNo17,Nai
Basti,AnandParbat, NewDelhi-
110005 haveChangedmyName
FromAshokKumar toAshok
KumarNagar ForAll future
Purposes. 0040550164-1
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PUBLIC NOTICE
Whereas general public is hereby
informed and notified that our client
Sh Sunil Kumar S/o Late Sh Budh
Ram is the owner and in
possession of the 3rd floor in
Property Bearing No. H-68, Mohan
Garden, Uttam Nagar, New Delhi-
59 more specifically situated at
Khasra no. 408, Village Nawada
Majra, Hastsal, Delhi-110059.
Whereas our client was cheated by
Sh Parmod Kumar S/o Late Sh
Tilak Raj R/o A-21, Gali No. 1
Sidhatri Enclave, Mohan Garden,
and he had fraudulently made
certain documents i.e GPA,
Agreement to Sell, Will, Affidavit,
Receipt and Possession Letter in
respect of the entire property
Bearing No. H-68, Mohan Garden,
Uttam Nagar, New Delhi-59 and
got the said documents executed
from our client forcefully without his
consent. Pramod Kumar had also
forcibly taken the original sets of
ownership documents in respect of
the mentioned property from our
client.
In view of the cheating and fraud
played by Parmod Kumar, Our
client with immediate effect
REVOKES all GPA, Agreement to
Sell, Will, Affidavit, Receipt and
Possession Letter in respect of the
entire property Bearing No. H-68,
Mohan Garden, Uttam Nagar, New
Delhi-59.
General public is further informed
and advised not to enter into any
transaction/ agreement/
arrangement with any person/third
party for the said property on the
basis of any false/forged
document(s) which may be shown
by any such third parties. Note that
any person entering into any
transaction for sale, purchase,
transfer, alienation or creating any
third party interest in the said
property shall do so at their own
risks and costs for which they shall
be solely liable.
If any person/entity is approached
by any person/entity for the
purpose of sale /alienation/creation
of third party interest etc. with
regard to the said property, such
person/ entity is advised to
immediately contact the Advocates
as per the details mentioned.

Sd/-
Kapil Dua.
Advocate,

F-6, LGF, Lajpat Nagar-3,
New Delhi-110024.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Be it known to all that my clients Sh.
Bhagat Singh S/o. Sh. Jai Singh & Smt.
Leela Wati W/o. Sh. Bhagat Singh Both
R/o. H.No. 487, Vill. Mundka, Delhi-
110041, have severed all their relations
with their son Shri Gyanesh because of
his ill behaviour towards my clients and
my clients have also debarred him from
all their movable and immovable
properties for all purposes in future.
Any body dealing with him shall be
doing so at his/her own risk and
responsibilities and my clients shall not
be responsible for any act of the
aforesaid person.

Sd/- (NARENDER SHARMA)
ADVOCATE

Ch.No. 634, Western Wing,
Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-54

PUBLIC NOTICE
BE IT KNOWN TO GENERAL PUBLIC THAT
MY CLIENTS SH. SANJAY AGGARWAL
AND HIS WIFE SMT. BINDU AGGARWAL
R/O B-1/95, PASCHIM VIHAR, NEW
DELHI-110063, HAVE DISOWNED/
DEBARRED THEIR SON PRATEEK
AGGARWAL AND DAUGHTER-IN-LAW
BARKHA AGGARWAL FROM ALL
MOVABLE /IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES
AND SEVERED ALL RELATIONS DUE TO
THEIR MISBEHAVIOR, OUT OF CONTROL
NATURE AND HOSTILE ATTITUDE. IF
ANYBODY DEALING WITH THEM IN ANY
MANNER, WHATSOEVER, MY CLIENTS
SHALL NOT BE RESPONSIBLE FOR THEIR
ACTS/DEEDS IN FUTURE.

Sd/-
S.R. GOYAL
ADVOCATE

OFF:- PD-10/B, PITAMPURA,
DELHI-110088

PUBLIC NOTICE
Be it known to all that my clients Shri Pawan
Kumar son of Randhir Singh, and his wife Smt.
Babita, both, R/O H.NO- 314 VPO, KARALA,
NORTH-WEST-DELHI 110081 have severed all
relations with his son both have all relations with
his son Shri SAHIL MATHUR and his wife Smt.
SHASHI RATHI namely and have disowned and
disinherited them from all their movable and
immovable properties due to SHASHI RATHI'S
unruly behaviour and her threat to false
implication of the entire family of my clients.
Whosoever deals with them in any matter, shall
do so at his and her own risk and consequences
and my client shall my clients shall not be held
liable for that.

Sd/-
Deeps Dogra

(Advocate)
OFFICE - Chamber No, 307, 3rd Floor,

Lawyers Chamber Block,
Rohini Courts, Delhi-110085

PUBLIC NOTICE
My client, SUMAN MEHENDIRATTA, WIFE OF
SHIRI VINAY KUMAR MEHENDIRATTA,
RESIDENT OF HOUSE NO. 478. GROUND
FLOOR, BHAI PARMANAND COLONY, DELHI-
110009, declares that she purchased 478,
GROUND FLOOR, area measuring 80 Square
Yards, situated at BHAI PARMANAND COLONY,
DELHI-110009, in the said property file of which
her name has been mentioned as SUMAN RATTA
and her husband’s name as VINAY KUMAR
RATTA instead of VINAY KUMAR
MEHENDIRATTA. She further declares that
SUMAN MEHENDIRATTA and SUMAN RATTA is
the name of one and the same person, who is
herself, and her actual name is SUMAN
MEHENDIRATTA, and her husband’s name is
VINAY KUMAR MEHENDIRATTA.

Sd/-
PANKAJ SRIVASTAVA

ADVOCATE
Ch. No. 71, Old Court Compound,

Kashmere Gate, Delhi

''IMPORTANT''
Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, it isnotpossible toverify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot be
held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurredasaresultof
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies or
entering into any agreements
with advertisers or otherwise
acting on an advertisement in
any manner whatsoever.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Public is informed on behalf of my client
Smt. Preet Kaur W/o Sh. Gurpreet Singh
Sachdeva, R/o B-1/45 ( Ground Floor),
Ashok Vihar, Phase-lI, New Delhi-
110052 That though my client has legal
rights and is in possession of the above
mentioned property yet her husband Sh.
Gurpreet Singh Sachdeva in collusion
and connivance with his mother Smt Ajit
kaur with mala-fide intentions and
ulterior motives are manipulating and
trying to sell the said property. In case
anybody indulges and tries to deal in
respect of the said property, shall do so
at its own risk and will face the
consequences and liabilities.

R. K. Bansal Advocate, C. No. 292,
Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-54

PUBLIC NOTICE
Be it know to all concerned That my clients
(1) RAJU BHATAM S/O LATE SHRI DEVI
RAM AND (2) Mrs. RAJ W/O RAJU
BHATAM BOTH R/O 16/422, DDA FLATS,
MADANGIR, NEW DELHI-110062, have
severed all relations and disowned their
son RAHUL and his wife ANITA MATHUR
from their all moveable-immoveable
properties due to their disobedience and
bad behavior. My clients & their other
family members shall not be responsible
and liable for their acts.

Sd/-
TUSHAR SINHA

Advocate
En. No. D-192/2011

Chamber No.466, Lawyer's Block,
Saket, District Court, Saket

New Delhi-110017

PUBLIC NOTICE
Public at large is hereby
informed that my client Smt.
Davinder Kaur W/o Sh.
Charanjeet Singh R/o H. No. J-
5/61 (IIIrd Floor), Rajouri
Garden, N.Delhi- 110027, has
disowned and debarred her son
Amanpreet Singh from her entire
movable and immovable
property due to his behaviour
towards my client. My client has
severed up all relations with him.
Any one dealing with him will do
so at his/her own risk.

Sd/-
(RAVINDER SINGH)

ADVOCATE
Ch. No. B-91, B.G.S. Block,
Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-54

PUBLIC NOTICE
Be it known my clients (1) LALJEE
MEHTA S/O SH. HARBHAJAN SINGH
(2) SUBHASH RANI MEHTA W/O SH.
LALJEE MEHTA BOTH RESIDENT OF
1546A, RANI BAGH, SHAKUR BASTI,
DELHI-110034 have disowned and
severed all their relations with their son
namely SUNNY MEHTA AND HIS WIFE
SHRADDHA CHAWLA and debarred
them from their movable and immovable
properties/ assets due to their
misbehavior, unfamiliar activities,
intolerable act, misconduct and going
against my clients. Anybody dealing with
them in civil and criminal matter shall be
doing at his/her/their own risk, cost and
responsibility and my clients family shall
not be liable for their any act.

KAMAL SINGH (Advocate)
Enrl. No. D/748/14

NOTICE
Notice is hereby given to the general
public that I had appointed Sh.
Manphool Chhikara S/o Lt. Sh. Mange
Ram R/o H no. 534/23, Jhajjar Road,
Mohan Nagar, Bahadurgarh, Distt.
Jhajjar-Haryana, as my General Power
of Attorney with respect to my share in
land measuring 137 sq yard/5 marla
Khewat no 156//136, Khatoni no. 207
Khasra no 18//8/2 village Balore, Tehsil.
Bahadurgarh, Distt. Jhajjar. Now I have
withdrawn/cancelled the said power of
attorney & said Sh. Manphool Chhikara
is no longer authorized to deal with my
aforesaid land in any manner
whatsoever. General public is hereby
cautioned not to deal with said Sh.
Manphool Chhikara with respect to my
aforesaid land.
Saroj w/o Lt. Virender Singh R/o 83,
Bargad Mohalla, Salahpur Majra, Majra
Dabas, Delhi-110081.

Sd/-
RAHUL DABAS (Advocate)

CHAMBER No. 1329, LAWYERS
CHAMBERS BLOCK, ROHINI

COURTS, DELHI 110085

NOTICE INVITING e-TENDER
E-NIT S. No. 41/PHEP of 2020-21

For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor UT of J&K e-tenders (Two cover System) on Item Rate Basis including the maintenance cost for a period of Three Years
which includes 12 months of DLP are invited from Reputed and resourceful contractors/ Firms/Companies/Joint Venture of repute in PWD or Equivalent in
CPWD/ Railways and other state Governments for the following works, which should be uploaded on the Procurement web portal http://jktenders.gov.infor the
subjected work(s) referred below to be received by the Executive Engineer Jal Shakti (PHE) Department, Division Pulwamaand as per the details mentioned in
this e-tender notification and to whom all the terms and conditions of detailed e-NIT /Tender Documents/ PWD Form No:- 25 double are accepted. The detailed
tender document and Specifications etc. can be downloaded on the e-procurement portal http://jktenders.gov.in.
The cost of tender documents (Non-refundable/Non-Transferable) should bein the shape of e-Challan or Treasury Challan/Receipt in favour Executive
Engineer Jal Shakti (PHE) Department, Division Pulwama.

Position of Funds: Available: Major Head of Account: Jal Jeevan Mission (JJM)

Name of work :-Retrofitting of various water supply schemes under Jal Jeevan Mission (JJM) E-NIT S. NO :- 41/PHEP of 2020-21

The Bidding documents consisting of eligibility criteria, specification, drawings, bill of quantities (B.O.Q) set of terms & conditions of contract and other details can be seen/
downloaded from the e-procurement Portal “http://jktenders.gov.in”as per schedule of dates given below: -

S. No. Description Date Time

DD MM YYYY

1 Publishing date of NIT 30 09 2020 900 Hrs

2 Download start date 30 09 2020 900 Hrs

3 Bid submission start date 30 09 2020 900 Hrs

4 Bid submission end date 21 10 2020 1600 Hrs.

5 Bid opening date (Technical Cover) 22 10 2020 1000 Hrs.

For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor UT of Jammu & Kashmir
Sd/- Executive Engineer, (JSD) PHE Div, Pulwama

No: -PHEP/3169-83
Dated:-29-09-2020

S. Name of Work Estimated EMD Cost of Time of Class of
No. Cost (in `̀) TD comp- Contract

( `̀ in lacs) (in `̀) letion

1. 84.22 168440 1600 60 days AAY

2. 85.50 171000 1600 60 days AAY

3. 66.40 132800 1600 60 days AAY

4. 32.57 65140 1100 45 days A & B

Retrofitting of Water Supply Scheme AkhalPutrigam by way of providing, laying and
fitting of GI pipes, including repairs to chowkidar quarter, RCC jacketing to SSF Plant
including laying of new filter media, face lifting of structures and construction of intake
channel/chamber including installation of 64 No. FHTCs for AkhalPutrigam (JJM).

Retrofitting of Water Supply Scheme ChandporaYadder by way of providing, laying
and fitting of GI pipes, RCC jacketing, laying of filter media to SSF Plant and face lift-
ing of structures, renovation of chowkidar quarter, construction of head works intake
channel/ RCC intake chamber including installation of 92 No. FHTCs for
ChandporaYadder (JJM).

Retrofitting of Water Supply Scheme Kachipora by way of including renovation of old
existing Impounding Reservoir, face lifting of structures, construction of head works
by way of construction of intake channel/RCC Intake chamber including installation of
54 No. FHTCs for Kachipora (JJM).

Retrofitting of Water Supply Scheme TikenBatapora by way of providing, laying and
fitting of GI pipes, including face lifting of structures and electrical/ mechanical works
including installation of 70 No. FHTCs for TikenBatapora (JJM).

DIPK-6599

1. Chief Engineer (R&B), NABARD &LWE & NDB on behalf of Government of
A.P. invites bids for the works consisting of 4 Packages amounting to
Rs.682.16 Crores covering 4 Districts i.e., West Godavari, Krishna,
Visakhapatnam & East Godavari Districts under Andhra Pradesh Roads
and Bridges Reconstruction Project (APRBRP) & Andhra Pradesh Mandal
Connectivity and Rural Connectivity Improvement Project (APMCRCIP)
schemes with the Loan assistance of New Development Bank (NDB).

2. Bidding will be conducted through the Open Competitive Bidding (OCB)
procedures agreed with NDB.

3. The Bid Documents are available online and can be downloaded free of cost
by logging, on to Central Public Procurement Portal (CPPP) https://eprocure.
gov.in/eprocure/app”. The bids are to be submitted online, through Central
Public Procurement Portal (CPPP) “https://eprocure.gov.in/eprocure/app”
only. Bids submitted manually will not be accepted. One can view/download
the bidding document as well as view the tenders published currently by
logging on the link https://eprocure.gov.in/eprocure/app.

4. A pre-bid meeting will be held on 26.10.2020 at 11.00 A.M in the office
of Chief Engineer (R&B) NABARD & LWE and NDB, R&B HOD Building, MG
Road, Vijayawada.

5. The bidders can download the Bid document from Central Public Procurement
Portal i.e., “https://eprocure.gov.in/eprocure/app” from 09.10.2020, 3PM to
09.11.2020 upto 1:00PM. The last date and time for receipt of bids through
Central Public Procurement Portal is 09.11.2020 upto 3:00PM.

6. Full version of this notice is available at www.aprdc.ap.gov.in
7. Amendments/Addenda/Corrigenda, if any, pertaining to Invitation For Bids

(IFB), would be placed on the website www.aprdc.ap.gov.in
8. Amendments/Addenda/Corrigenda, if any, pertaining to works, would be

placed on the website www.eprdc.ap.gov.in

IFB No:4/CE(R&B), NABARD, LWE&NDB/14 to 17/ APRBRP
& APMCRCIP/2020-21, Dt: 30-09-2020

DIPR No.354PP/CL/ADVT/1/1/2020-21 Dt:01.10.2020

INVITATION FOR BIDS (IFB)
OPEN COMPETATIVE BIDDING

GOVERNMENT OF ANDHRA PRADESH
ROADS & BUILDINGS DEPARTMENT

Sd/- Chief Engineer (R&B), NABARD & LWE and NDB

dk;kZy; iz/kkukpk;Z] Lo'kklh jkT; fpfdRlk egkfo|ky;] fQjkstkckn

esaLo'kklh jkT; fpfdRlk egkfo|ky; ,ao fpfdRlky;] fQjkstkckn
Oxygen Generator Plant bZ& la[;k ,QtsMMh@dh LFkkiuk gsrq fufonk
2020@2386 fnukad% 29-09-2020 ds }kjk vkeaf=r fufonk vifjgk;Z dkj.kksa ls
fujLr dh tkrh gSA

fujLr vYidkyhu bZ&fufonk lwpuk
la[;k&,QtsMMh@2020@2409 fnukad&01 vDVwcj] 2020

iz/kkukpk;Z

New Delhi
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CROSSWORD4239

ACROSS
1 Allhands tomowthecrop
(4,3)

5 It followsthecatbackwithout
comment (5)

8 Theymakeupthe family
accounts (9)

9 Drinkthathelps toproducea
merryevening(3)

10 Hasnowmovedsouth
(4)

12 Whenfather returnedby
himself theriftwasobvious (8)

14 Spirit apriestmightconjureup
(6)

15 Sally iskind, that is theendof it
(6)

17 Anessentiallyboring
occupation(8)

18 Coming fromanenemythis
shouldn’tbebelieved
(4)

21 Firm’ssaladmaker (3)
22 Spidernaturalat spinning (9)
24 Breakssupport (5)
25 Nurse inbizarresexcaseholds
out (7)

DOWN
1 Withoutusbeing inquisitive is
somethingrare
(5)

2 Fish found increels
(3)

3 TurncoatoldRoman(4)
4 Performers toreup indisarray
(6)

5 Onewholeaveswillingly
(8)

6 Complainaboutarecordmade
for the trade(9)

7 Ithaswingsandflies (7)
11 Thebloomof youth(9)
13 Theymakethe leastandthe
mosteffortonthetrack
(8)

14 Acider’smixed inacocktail
(7)

16 Disloyalunit Ihave leftwith
regret (6)

19 Warmsupfor theopening
races (5)

20 Thismonth inWestminster
(4)

23 Badlyrunvessel (3)

ARIES(Mar21-Apr20)
If youcouldever find
thebalancebetween
homeandfamily life
andyourworldly

ambitions, itwouldbea
breakthroughof epic
proportions.Nowyoumustput
yourspecial aspirationsat the
topof theagenda,go forbroke
andacceptno limitations
whatsoever.

TAURUS(Apr21-May21)
Youwant thebest
andwhynot?To
reachthegoalsyou
arenowsokeento

achieve,will takeagooddealof
effort,but theresultsand
rewardsmayeventually
outstripyourexpectations,
especially if youplanproperly.
Legalandethical issuesdeserve
your full consideration.

GEMINI (May22- June21)
Youmayimagine
thata financial
choicehasbeen
satisfactorily

delayed.However,nothing
couldbe further fromthetruth.
Importantdevelopmentsover
thenext fewdayscould
substantiallyaffectyour future
prosperity, and I suspect itwill
be for thebetter.

CANCER(June22- July23)
Iwouldbethe first
toadmit that
emotional security
isvital toyour

happinessbut, as thedayspass,
amazingeventswill alteryour
outlookonapatternyou
thoughtwassopredictable.
Don’t relyon long-termplans,
foreverything isupforgrabs
over thenextcoupleofweeks.

LEO(July24-Aug23)
If youhaven’t
alreadygot thebit
betweenyour teeth,
youprobablyhave

plentyof spare time left.You
haveperhaps fouror fiveweeks
toprepareyourground,
whether it’s apersonalgoal
that’sat stake,oraprofessional
coup.Butyoushouldbeaware
thatpartnersmaytakesome
persuading.

VIRGO(Aug24-Sep23)
Spontaneity, joyand
pleasureareyours
for theasking.The
Moon’spassage

fromonepartof yourchart to
anothermakes itapparent that
youmusthaveaclearheadand
workoutexactlywhat it is that
youwant.Afterall, youcan’t
expectotherpeople tosatisfy
you if youdon’tevenknow
what toask for.

LIBRA(Sep24-Oct23)
Youcan takea series
of slowbut
significant steps
down the street of

success, but there’ll be a
numberof sharpbends
along theway.Don’t be
surprised if theground is
swept fromunderyour feet at
homeandwatchout for
electronicmachines and
explosive gadgets.

SCORPIO(Oct24-Nov23)
Youmaybelieve
that the lastword
hasbeen said, but if
that is the caseyou

are verywrong. Youwill soon
discover that yourmindhas
changed, and that others are
likely to comebackwith some
surprisingnews.Whatyou
hearmayalsohavea
surprising effect on
your affections.

SAGITTARIUS(Nov24-Dec22)
Therearesome
things thatcannot
bechanged,no
matterwhatyoudo.

Yetperhapsyoucansay
enoughtoreassurepeople that
past slightswereunintendedor
that futuregoalsaregoodfor
everyone.Getyour thinking
caponandworkout thebest
waytopersuadepartners that
you’re right.

CAPRICORN(Dec23- Jan20)
It is timetoset
yourself newgoals,
adoptdifferent
prioritiesand leave

behindthe lostopportunitiesof
recent times.Butdokeepavery
openmindandbeprepared for
last-minutechanges,
particularlywhereveryclose
partnersareconcerned.

AQUARIUS(Jan21-Feb19)
VenusandMercury
aremovingtowards
oneof theirperiodic
uncertaincelestial

patterns. It is thereforevery
likely thatyouwill actually
encountersomeoneyou
thoughthaddisappeared—
perhaps forever.Also,be
prepared fora true,magical,
romanticmystery.

PISCES(Feb20-Mar20)
Excellent celestial
prospects await
you, but you really
mustwear that

thick skinyouhave started to
growover thepast year or so:
it is nousebeingvulnerable
and sensitive.Maintainyour
right to spend some time
pottering aroundathome, and
don’t bepressurised.

S
U
D
O
K
U
4
2
4
9

DifficultyLevel2s
Instructions
TosolveaSudokupuzzle,
everydigitfrom1to9
mustappear ineachofthe
nineverticalcolumns, in
eachoftheninehorizontal
rowsandineachofthe
nineboxes.

DifficultyLevel
1s=Veryeasy;2s=Easy;
3s=Medium;4s=Hard;
5s=VeryHard;6s=
Genius

S
O
LU

TI
O
N
S
U
D
O
K
U
4
2
4
8

Givenbelowarefour jumbledwords.Solvethejumblestomakeproperwordsandmovethemto
therespectivesquaresbelow.Selecttheletters intheshadedsquaresandjumblethemtoget
theanswerforthegivenquip.
Apenistomeasa___istoa__.-J.R.R.Tolkien(4,..,3)

SOLUTION:EVENT,WAKEN,HATBOX,CREAKY
Answer:Apenistomeasabeakistoahen.-J.R.R.Tolkien

NTVEE AOTXBH

EKWAN ACERYK

SolutionsCrossword4238:Across:1Excepted,5Isla,9Penal,10Airport,11
Cabinetmaker,13Ensign,14Stroll,17Narrowescape,20Inmates,21Irene,22Eats,
23Standsby.Down:1Espy,2Canvass,3Pollingbooth,4Enamel,6Shock,7After
all,8Promptaction,12Meantime,15Orpheus,16Teaset,18Remit,19Dewy.

JUMBLEDWORDS

OVERTHEHEDGE byMichael Fry&TLewis

CALVIN&HOBBES byBillWatterson

MARVIN byTomArmstrong

DAYTODAY BYPETERVIDAL

Go Vocal for Local

TRIBAL CO-OPERATIVE MARKETING DEVELOPMENT FEDERATION OF INDIA LIMITED (TRIFED)
MINISTRY OF TRIBAL AFFAIRS, GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
NCUI Building, Khel Gaon Marg, 3 Siri Institutional Area, Hauz Khas, New Delhi - 110 016

An easy single registration process at TribesIndia providing access to 5 other eCommerce platforms.
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Narendra Modi
Prime Minister

Set up your FREE
ONLINE STORE Register Now @ https://market.tribesindia.com/

/tribesindia /tribesindia /tribesindia /tribesindia

Inviting all Tribal Entrepreneurs,
Self Help Groups and Producer Groups
to sell their products to a global market.
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Connecting 5 Lakh Tribal
Enterprises to the World
This Gandhi Jayanti, TRIFED launches a global
marketplace to digitise India's tribal MSMEs.
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Sammy’s 6 sense: How Pollard stays back and smashes
SRIRAMVEERA
MUMBAI,OCTOBER1

FORAfewyearsnow, theoldvisceral thrill of
watchingasixhasbeenreplacedwithaquiet-
admiringnod.Thefirst13gamesofthisIPLhas
seen191sixesasthescienceofhittingthemax-
imumhasbeenunderstoodbymostbatsmen.
You could see themethod in Pollard's four
sixes,ahattrickofthemcameinthefinalover,
against KingsXI Punjab.Withhisweight on
thebackfoot,hewaitsfortheballtobereleased
and thendrives through the line. The stance,
bat-lift, bat-swing,weight shift, knee-bend -
everylittledetailisnowdeconstructedandre-
assembled in abatsman's technique. Former
West Indies skipperDarenSammy,whohas
launched237sixes indomesticT20sand149
sixes in international games, gives amaster-
classontheartofclearingtheboundary.

Yourbatwasalmostupvertically-
straight, thebasepointingtowardsthe
skybeforeyougotitdown,whyis itsuch
animportantelementofhittingasix?
I remember back in 2002,when Iwas in

academy,theAustraliancoachestherewould
say there was something common in Sir
Garry Sobers, Sir Viv (Richards) and Brian
Lara.Theyallhadthewrist-cockedbeforethe
ballwasdelivered, getting ready for the set-
up. I amnowhere in that category – let’s set
that record straight - but I knowwheremy
bat lift came from. In childhood backyard
cricket,itwasasixoverthefence.Sinceitwas
under-arm, there was no power or much
bounce.
Youhadtogetundertheballandgenerate

powerwith one full swing of the bat. Like
Andre Russell. I held the bat high andwith
thathighbat-lift, itwasonefullflowtomake
theballdisappear.Theheadhastobestill,and
thebasestable.Youcouldhavethebat-swing
andalltherestof itbutwithoutthatstillhead
andsolidbase, youwouldbehitting theball
straightup.

Inthesubcontinent,youstayatouch
lowerforhittingsixes.Why?
I remember a game against Australia in

Bangladesh.Weneeded12runstowininthe
lastoverandJamesFaulknerbowledmetwo
yorkers.IrealisedthatIcouldn’tgetunderthe

ball. Itdoesn’tbouncethatmuchthereandit
skids. Having spoken to the guyswho have
playedthereandevenwithRCBandSunrisers
Hyderabad, you always try to stay lower so
thattheinvariablebouncedoesn’taffectyou.
Soifyouarealreadyina(low)position,andif
theballstaysatouchlowyouarebetterposi-
tioned to hit. Sowhen Faulkner bowledme
thefirsttwoballs,mystancewasuprightand
Icouldn’tgetunder.SoIdecidedtomakemy
stance lowerand Iwasable togetunder the
ballandhit twosixes. InAustralia, youstand
moreupright.

Wouldyoutinkerthestanceaccordingto
theconditions?
Iwouldopenupthestance,widentobring

mycentreofgravityclosertothegroundifthe
pitchistruelikeinIndia.Butinconditionslike
Australia, Iwouldbealittlebitmoreupright.

Youalsochangedyourstancewiththe
slowerones,hangingonthatbackfoota
little longer,almostdelayingyour
reaction.Why?
Yes.Againsttheslowbowlerswhochange

their pace, you didn’t want to commit. So I

would deliberately keepmyweight on the
back foot. You can adjust better.When they
bowl that slower ball, you are not commit-
ting early. If you look at Kieron Pollard or
AndreRussell,youcanseethemtakethatstep
back deep in the crease andwaiting. That’s
somethingthatworks.Onbounciertrackstoo
this technique can come useful. You don’t
want to commit early on the front foot and
be caught at gully or something. You don’t
want to come too early and get hit on the
spliceof thebatorgloves. Thereyouuse the
creasemore,goback.

Doyou remember your first six of
your life?
Ohyes,Iremember.Itwasprobably1997.

Itwas the first time Iplayed formyschool in
St. Lucia. I am playing for Vieux Fort
ComprehensiveSchoolandIam13-14years.
Thiskidbowledmeashortball, Iplayedthat
pull shot and the ball went outside!
Everybodywas like ‘yeah this kid could hit
theball’.Thereisafeelingaboutplayingapull
shot. Just like takingacatchatslip. I remem-
berthatfeeling.Uptothisday,whenIsitwith
friends,wealwaystalkaboutthatmoment.

Mumbai firepower humbles Kings
Deathbowling isKingsXIPunjab’sbugbearagainasRohit’smenputonanall-roundprofessionaldisplay

SHAMIKCHAKRABARTY
OCTOBER1

AFTERTHESuperOverheartbreakintheirlast
game,Mumbai Indiansbouncedbackwitha
bang. A princely Rohit Sharma and a fiery
KieronPollard–honourablementionHardik
Pandya– laid the foundation for their48-run
victoryagainstKingsXIPunjab.Theirbowlers,
then, put inadisciplinedperformance.Kings
XIwereinthegametill15oversof thefirst in-
ningsbutafterthat,asMIraisedtheirgame,KL
Rahul’steamfizzled.

PrincelyRohit, fieryPollard
Thegamehadasubplottothemainstory–

Rohit versusMohammedShami. Before the
twoleadingmenfromeithersideenteredthe
scene, SheldonCottrell hadalreadybowleda
beautytocastleQuintondeKockinthefirstover.
Shami’sfirstballtoRohitwasaloosener,dis-

patched through the covers for a four. The
boundarytookRohittothe5,000-IPLrunclub,
alongsideRainaandKohli.Rohitthenhitagor-
geousback footdrivepast coverpoint for an-
otherfour.Shami’sresponsewasaripperthat
camebackafterpitching.Rohitwasadjudged
leg-before, a decision thatDRS overturned.
Shamireturnedforhissecondspellafterseven
overs.Inbetween,SuryakumarYadavwasrun
out by a direct hit fromShami,while Ishan
Kishan, unlike the lastmatch, got stuck. But
Rohitwasinforthelonghaul.Arunratebelow
sevenwasn’tbotheringhim.Heplayedoutthe
over.MI,infact,plannedtheirinningsverywell.
KingsXIwereseeminglycaughtinadeathovers
quagmire,understandableaftertheirback-end
bowling implosionagainstRajasthanRoyals.
Cottrellbowledthreeoversupfrontandcame
backtobowlhisfourthmidwayintotheMIin-
nings.KingsXIonlyhadShami’spacetofallback
onintheslogovers.
After15overs,Mumbaiwere102/3–time

topushtheaccelerator.Rohit’sculturedaggres-
sionaccountedfortwofoursandasmanysixes
offaJimmyNeeshamover.Hehadracedto70
off44ballsbeforeShamidismissedhimonthe
firstballofhisfinalspell, thankstoalovelyas-
sist fromMaxwell at the long-off boundary,
withNeeshamcompleting the catch. Pollard
andPandyathenlaidintotheKingsXIbowling.

Neesham’s medium pace followed by K
Gowtham’soff-spinatthedeathagainstPollard
(47off 20balls)andPandya(30off11balls)was
anaccidentwaitingtohappen.Pollard, infact,
damagedShami’sfiguresalsowiththreecon-
secutivefours.Gowthamconceded25runsin
thefinalover.MIscored89runsinthelastfive
overstopost191/4.

KXIP tamed
For the last twomatches,KingsXIbatting

hadbeenall about theiropeners–Rahuland
MayankAgarwal.Chasing192forvictory, the
duo started briskly. Agarwal looked to be in
fabulous touch, but Jasprit Bumrahbreached
hisdefencewith theball of thematch. Rahul
was bowled aroundhis legs by leggie Rahul
Chahar,leavingtheteam’smiddleordertorise
to the challenge. In Nicholas Pooran and
Maxwell, KingsXI had the firepower to take
the attack to theopposition. Pooran showed
intent,butMaxwellstruggled.Theaskingrate
was steadily climbing and once James
PattinsondismissedPooran in the14thover
andChaharputMaxwelloutofhismisery,only
theformalitiesremained.
BRIEFSCORES: MI191/4 in20overs (R

Sharma70off45,KPollard47notoutoff20,H
Pandya 30 not out off 11) bt KXIP 143/8 (N
Pooran47off27,RChahar2/27,JBumrah2/18,
JPattinson2/28)by48runs.

Mumbai Indians’ KieronPollard (47* off 20) andHardik Pandya (30* off 11) hit
a combined six sixes andasmanyboundaries in their 77-runpartnership. BCCI

SYNOPSIS
PrincelyRohit, fieryPollard tame
KXIP

It’s business as usual for ruthless Djokovic
REUTERS
PARIS,OCTOBER1

TOPSEEDNovakDjokovicbarelybrokesweat
inreachingtheFrenchOpenthirdroundwith
a 6-1 6-2 6-2 thrashing of outclassed
Lithuanian Ricardas Berankis on Thursday.
SomeraresunshinebathedtheCourtPhillipe
Chatrier but itwas dull viewing for the few
spectators allowed in towatch the 33-year-
oldglideeffortlessly through.
Theopeningsetwasdoneanddustedin

22 minutes as Djokovic won the last 10
pointsandthesecondsetwasonlymargin-
allymore competitive.
Berankis, ranked66th,neededcourtside

treatmentonhisbackbefore thestartof the
third set but got back to his feet to endure
morepunishment fromtheclinicalSerb.
Djokovic, bidding for his second French

Open crown and 18thGrand Slam title, has
dropped 10 games in two rounds so far and
occasionally lookedboredonThursday, tak-
ingtheopportunity topractisehisdropshot
onnumerousoccasions.
He finished it off after only 83minutes

withhis10thace. Itwasacarboncopyof the
pair’s only other Grand Slam clash when
Berankisalsomanagedonlyfivegames,atthe
2013U.S.Open.
It was Djokovic’s 70th victory at the

FrenchOpen,moving him into joint second
placeontheall-timelistwithRogerFederer.

Ostapenko ousts Pliskova
Former French Open champion Jelena

Ostapenko ousted second seed Karolina
Pliskova 6-4 6-2 in the second round at
RolandGarros on Thursday after her Czech
opponent produced a performance riddled
withmistakes.
The 28-year-old Pliskova had also strug-

gled with unforced errors in her opener
against Egyptian qualifierMayar Sherif but
managedtogetthroughthatmatchusingall
herexperience.LatvianOstapenko,whowon
the 2017 title as an unseeded player, re-
mainedsolidthroughoutanddidnotallowa
sluggish-lookingPliskovatogetafootholdin
thematch.
“I was just trying to playmy game, but I

knewIhadto returnwell todaybecauseshe
obviouslyhas, like, oneof thebest serveson

tour,Ostapenkotoldreporters.
“I think Iwas returning verywell today.

Also,Ihadtoholdmyserve,whichIdidpretty
good.Alsotousesomedropshots,becauseit’s
averygoodshotintheseconditions.”The23-

year-oldOstapenko,ranked43rd,wasaggres-
sive from the start as her strangely subdued
opponentstruggledtoreininthemistakesun-
dertheclosedCourtPhilippeChatrierroof.
Pliskova, known as one of the biggest

servers in thewomen’s game, committed
three unforced errors and a double fault in
theopeninggameof thematchtobebroken
to love. The script did not changemuch for
Pliskovafor therestof theafternoon.
Ostapenkowenton tobreak three times

inthefirstsetandtwiceinthesecondtoseal
victoryin69minutes.Sheconvertedherthird
matchpointwhenPliskova,whohad25un-
forced errors, sent a forehand long. The
Latvianpaintedtheredclaywith27winners
against her opponent’s ninewhile keeping
herunforcederrors to19.
PTI ADDS: India's Divij Sharan and his

SouthKoreanpartnerKwonSoon-woowere
ousted from the French Open following a
hard-foughtopening-roundlossinthemen's
doubleseventhere.
The unseeded Sharan and Kwon Soon-

woo lost 2-6 6-4 4-6 to the 16th seeded
Croatian-AmericanpairofFrankoSkugorand
AustinKrajicekonWednesday.

ALI SEEKSHC INTERVENTIONTOTRAIN
The Delhi High Court, on Thursday, told the All India Football Federation to consider allowing
defender Anwar Ali rejoin his team Mohd Sporting and train with then until it's medical
committee arrives at a conclusion, which likely in next 10 days. The AIFF has recommended that
Ali, who has been diagnosed with a rare heart condition, should not play competitive football.
Ali has challenged that decision. The next hearing will be on October 20.
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Ifyou lookatKieronPollardorAndre
Russell,youcanseethemtakethat
stepbackdeepinthecreaseand
waiting.That’ssomethingthat
works.Onbounciertrackstoothis
techniquecancomeuseful.”

DARENSAMMY
FORMERWEST INDIESCAPTAIN

Chennai bank on
Rayudu’s return
PREVIEW:CSKVSSRH
Win/Loss (CSK:WLL;SRH:LLW)
CSKwillbebackinactionafteraweek,
duringwhichtheyslippedtothebot-
tom of the points table. The biggest
talkingpointwasMSDhoni’sbatting
position. The popular opinion was
thatDhoniwascomingintoolate.The
batsmenaroundhim,withtheexcep-
tion of Faf du Plessis, have been un-
able to make much of an impact.
Without Suresh Raina, the batting
lacks firepower. The expected return
of Ambati Rayudu,whoplayedakey
role in their opening day win over
Mumbai, will be a relief. In Rayudu’s
absence from themiddle order, the
batting lacked impetus. Another
problem area for CSK is the opening
slotwithMurali Vijay looking out of
form.Therearen’tanyreadymadere-
placementssotheteammanagement
caneither keep their trust inVijay or
slotRayuduat the top.

7:30pm,StarSportsnetwork

Lakers’ first
step, James’s
giant leap

THESTORYof theNBA in theplayoffs
forthepastdecadecanbesummedup
in one line – you have to go through
LeBronJamestowinthechampionship.
And if Game1of the2020Finalswas
any indication ofwhat’s to come, the
MiamiHeatareinforaroughseriesand
JamesiswinninghisfourthNBAcham-
pionship.TheLakers,backintheFinals
for the first time inadecade,won98-
116onthebackof someexcellent first
halfshooting,aMiamiteamthatcould-
n’t catch a break and the evergreen
JamesintentonwinninghisfirstGame
1since2011.

17YEARSOFLEBRONJAMES
Howmanyathletes can trulyperform
attheirpeakinthe17thyearoftheirpro-
fession?Maybe, one. Jamesplayed for
36minutes,dropped25points,grabbed
13reboundsandmade9assists,stamp-
inghismark inawayonlyhecould, in
his10thNBAFinalsappearance. In the
50th Finals gameof his career, James
madeitto2ndontheAll-TimeFinals3s
made.NormallyassociatedwithGame
1woes, Jamesfinallygotaneasyone–
winninghisfirstsince2011.

NOANSWERFORDAVIS
TheHeathadnoanswer forAnthony
Davis. The formerNo1Kentuckydraft
pick, inhisfirsteverFinalsappearance,
dropped34pointsandhadthreeblocks
ontheotherendofthecourt.Withtwo
playerswhoareconsensustop5inthe
NBArightnow, the firepower that the
LakershaveinDavisandJamesisremi-
niscentof thetimeofKobeBryantand
ShaquilleO’Neal.Infact,bothJamesand
Davis recorded25pointsapiece,a first
fortheLakerssinceGame2ofthe2004
NBAFinalswhenBryantandShaqdid
thesame.

LAKERSSHOOTTHEIRSHOT
TheLakers are21-3 this seasonwhen
theymakemore than14 three-point-
ers. For a teamthat relieson theirbigs
andforwards, thiswasaclinical job. In
thefinal16minutesofthefirsthalf,the
Lakerswent9-11from3s.This,afterbe-
ing21stof22teamsintheNBAbubble
in Orlando in terms of three-point
shooting(33.6%atDisney,accordingto
anAssociatedPressreport).

INJURYWOES
TwoofMiamiHeat’sinfluentialplayers
inGoranDragicandBamAdebayocould
onlyplay15and21minutesrespectively
in the first gameandhad tobepulled
outbecauseofinjuries.Dragicwasaver-
agingalmost20pointsagamethrough
theNBAPlayoffs, before a foot injury
preventedhisreturntothegame.Bam
Adebayoon theotherhandsuffereda
shoulder injury which resulted in
Miami’sreboundingandscoringsuffer.
Accordingtoreports,Adebayoplansto
playinGame2buthasalsobeencarry-
ingawristinjury. SHASHANKNAIR

EMOTIONAL ROLLER COASTER
Hot heads, calmminds and everything in between at the game.

Little joysofNeesham

JimmyNeeshamdidwhathe alwaysdoes.
Bristle in, pound thedeck andexpendall
his variations. Yet, hehadneither respite
nor luck.He snaredRohit Sharma’s edge
with a lovely leg-cutter, but for thenonex-
istent first slip. He induced several false
strokes, but awicket provedelusive.
Towards the end, the always cheery
Neeshamturneddowncast, evenpetulant
at times. Then camea raremoment to re-
joice,whenhegrabbeda simple catch
parriedbyGlennMaxwell near the long-
onboundary.Neeshamwas cock ahoop,
butMaxwell seemedbarely amused.
Neesham leapt in joy andpunchedhis
fists in the air, and finally it took a calm-
downgesture from fielding coach Jonty
Rhodes to stophis celebrations. Then that
a solitary slice of joy forNeeshamwhoen-
dured an agonisingday as hismatch
analysis of 4-0-52-0 suggests.

Rohit, a riot of emotions
RohitSharmaismostexpressivewhenhe is
in themiddleof a struggle,whichhewas in
an over against Ravi Bishnoi. It seemed he
wanted to take the 20-year-old leg-spinner
tothecleanersstraightaway,butlabouredto
read him. Just the second ball he faced he
shaped up for the lofted drive overmid-on
beforehecheckedhis strokeat the lostmo-
ment. He grimaced. The next ball, he at-
tempted thebig slog-sweep, but onlyman-
aged an under-edge that ended up
nutmegginghim.HewasfoxedbyBishnoi’s
flipper.Hewasguttedandhurled amouth-
ful of abuse at himself. His anger only
swelledwhenMohammed Shami effected
the run out of Suryakumar Yadav next ball.
When the latter was walking back, he
seemedtogesturewhyhecalledforthatrun
(itwasYadav’scallonly).Rohitwasspraying
emotionsallover.The lapse in focuscontin-
ued, as he missed a cut off Krishnappa
Gowthamnextover.Moreself-reproach.But

two boundaries—both gorgeously timed—
helped reclaim the focus. Thereafter, he
hardlyworeanyemotiononhisface—hewas
mostly blank-faced, and did not even smile
whenhe completedhis half-century—until
theballthegotout.Heshookhisheadindis-
mayat the lackof timing inhis stroke.

Bumrah, the balm for nerves

Jasprit Bumrah wasn’t coming off a great
gameagainstBangalore.Hehadgonewick-
etless in regulation time and conceded 42
runs.IntheSuperOver,withjustseventode-
fend, Bumrah attempted twowell-directed
yorkers and evenmade AB de Villiers lose
shapewiththeshortballbuthadnothingto
show for it. Mumbai had enough on the
board, but the Punjab openers Mayank
Agarwal andKLRahul had seen off the first
three overs from Trent Boult and James
Pattinson and made 37 in quick time.
Mumbai were itching for a wicket, Rohit
Sharmawasaboundaryawayfromchewing
his nails. Bumrah, the first-change bowler,
bowled short of length to Agarwal before
nailinghimwithafull-lengthbeauty,which
moved in andwent through the batsman’s
defence. Bumrah let out a scream. India's
strikebowlerhadtastedbloodandeasedthe
collective tensionof the fieldingside. ENS

Ron’s Juve gets Messi’s Barca in
Champions League group stage
ASSOCIATEDPRESS
GENEVA,OCTOBER1

CRISTIANORONALDOand LionelMessiwill
face each other in the Champions League
groupstageforthefirst time.
Messi'sBarcelonawasdrawnfromthepot

of second-seeded teams Thursday into the
groupwhereRonaldo'sJuventusteamwasal-
readyplacedasatopseed.Thegroupwaslater
completedbyDynamoKyivandFerencvros.
The35-year-oldRonaldoandthe33-year-

old Messi had a nine-year rivalry in the
Spanish leaguewhen the Portugal starwas
withRealMadrid.However,theycouldnever
face each other so early in the Champions
League then because clubs from the same
countryareseparatedinthedraw.
They didmeet in the 2009 final, when

Messi scored as Barcelona beat Ronaldo's
ManchesterUnited2-0.
JuventusandBarcelonawerepairedinthe

groupstageofthe2017-18season—Ronaldo's
last inMadridwhen he helped Real win a

fourthChampionsLeaguetitleinfiveseasons.
Messi scored twice in a 3-0 homewin over
Juventus,beforetheteamsdrew0-0inItaly.
Thestellarclashofsuperstarsstillleftspace

forintriguingdrawsintheothersevengroups.
Defending champion BayernMunichwas
groupedwith AtlticoMadrid, Salzburg and
LokomotivMoscow.
Paris Saint-Germain, the beaten finalist

last season, was reunitedwithManchester
United which it lost to in the roundof 16 in
2019 andLeipzig,whichitbeatinthisyear's
semifinals. Newcomer Istanbul Basaksehir
is also in thatgroup.
Liverpool, the 2019 champion, is top-

seeded inagroupof teamswith reputations
for playing open attacking soccer Ajax,
AtalantaandMidtjyllandofDenmark,another
ChampionsLeaguedebutant.
Six-time European champion Liverpool

andfour-timewinnerAjaxhavemetonlyonce
beforeinthecompetition,in1966.Ajaxelim-
inatedLiverpoolfromtheEuropeanCupsec-
ond round after a 5-1 first leg win in
Amsterdam.

NovakDjokovicbeatLithuanian
RicardasBerankis6-16-26-2toreach
thethirdroundof theFrenchOpen.AP
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