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The lockdown to contain the coronavirus outbreak has

disrupted supply chains. One crucial chain is delivery of
information and insight — news and analysis that is fair and
accurate and reliably reported from across a
nation in quarantine.

Avoice you can trust amid the clanging of alarm bells.
Vajiram & Ravi and The Indian Express are proud to deliver the

electronic version of this morning’s edition of The Indian Express
to your Inbox. You may follow The Indian Express’s news and

analysis through the day on
indianexpress.com
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Human Dignity Day

19t October

We offer our limitless salutations to the
benefactor of divine life vision to millions and
the conferrer of human dignity

Param Poojaniya Pandurangshastri Athavale

on the Occasion of his Birth Centenary Year
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Classified

PERSONAL

I, Avi Kapoor, S/O-Harinder
Singh Kapoor, R/0-B-5/118,
Sector-8, Rohini, Delhi-85, have
changed my name to Avi Singh
Kapoor for all future purposes.

0040551842-1

I Sonia w/0 of Manoj Kumar R/O
of B-141/14 Amrit Puri Garhi
East of Kailash, New Delhi-
110065, have changed my
name to Sonia Baswal

0040551723-1

l,Kaushal Devi,W/0O-Shri Kishor
Kumar,R/0-H-1/13-14,Third
Floor,Sharma Colony,Budh
Vihar,Phase-2,Delhi-
110085,have changed my
name to Kamini. 0040551842-2

I, Neelam Rana D/O Sansar
Chand residing at B-152, Gali
No.2, Amrit Vihar ,Burari ,New
Delhi-110084, have changed
my name to NEELAM RANA
,vide affidavit dated
17/10/2020 at Delhi-110084.

0050170426-1

I, Anita Singh W/o Late Virender
Singh R/0 D-97,Saket, ND-17
have changed my daughter’s
name from Sweety to Malvika
Singh for all purposes.

0040551761-1

I, Ajay Bhatti S/o Sukhbir r/o
188, Dairy Kot, Dadri, Gautam
Budh Nagar, Uttar Pradesh -
203207 have changed my name
from Ajay Bhatti to Ajay Bhati.

0070717327-1

PUBLIC NOTICE

My Client Yogita Kaur D/o Sh.
Mahender Kumar R/o 5/20 A,
2nd floor Block-5, Moti Nagar
New Delhi-15 due to their
misbehave She have severed
all relations from her sister
Samita Narang Bahal urf Shital
urf Simmy and her husband
Parminder Singh Bahal urf
prince Debarred from movable/
immovable properties. if anyone
deals with them, my client shall
not be responsible in any
manner whatsoever in the future.
R.M. Tiwari, (Advocate)

563, Lawyer’s Chamber,

Western Wing, Tis Hazari Courts
Delhi-110054

LOST & FOUND

Notice is hereby given that the
Original Sale Deed dated
22.09.1994 duly registered with
the Joint Sub-Registrar,
Faridabad vide Document No.
3748, Book No 1, Vol. No. 1561,
Page No. 54, on 22.09.1994 in
respect of land measuring174
Kanal 11 Marla situated at Village
Tikri Khera, Sub-Tehsil Dhauj,
District Faridabad, Haryana, has
been lost/misplaced by my client
Mr. N. Patnaik, and is not
traceable. If any person is in
possession of this document, he
or she may kindly return the
same to me at the following
address.

V. Srinivas Raju, FCS

15, Institutional Area,
Lodhi Road, New Delhi-110003

Mob. No. 9810015429

WESTERN RAILWAY-AHMEDABAD DIVISION

TENDER NOTICE FOR FLASH
BUTT WELDING
No.: W/623/02/2020-21, Date:
13.10.2020. (i) E-Tender No.: CWM-EW-
SBI-02-2020-21, Name of Work: Flash
Butt Welding of 52kg./60kg rails to make
3/10/20 rail panels with Contractor’s own
Flash Butt Welding Plant on stationery
mode, at premises of Flash Butt Welding
Plant, in Engineering Workshop,
Sabarmati, at Existing Location in
Workshop/ New location of Engineering
Workshop, Sabarmati, Near Kaligaon,
Ahmedabad. Location: Office of the
Chief Workshop Manager, Engineering
Workshop, Western Railway,
Opposite "D" Cabin, Sabarmati,
Ahmedabad-380019, Tel.: 079-
27506503 & 079-27508245.
Completion Period: 05 Months (ii)
Approx. Cost of the Work:
32,22,18,600.00/- (iii) Earnest Money
to be deposited :¥2,61,100.00 (iv) Date
& Time for submission of Tender:
11.11.2020 upto15.00 Hrs. (v) Date and
time of opening:11.11.2020 at 15.30
Hrs.(vi) Website Particulars,
www.ireps.gov.in Notice Board Location
and address of the Office: Office of the
Chief Workshop Manager, Engineering
Workshop, Western Railway, Opposite
"D” Cabin, Sabarmati, Ahmedabad -
380019, Tel.: 079 - 27506503 & 079 -
27508245, NOTE:- The complete
detailed terms and conditions of work are
available on Railway Website.
Chief Workshop Manager
Bridge Workshop (S&T),
Western Railway,
ADI-123 Sabarmati, Ahmedabad

Like us on : [[3 facebook.com/WesternRly
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Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, it is not possible to verify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot be
held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurred as a result of
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies or
entering into any agreements
with advertisers or otherwise
acting on an advertisement in
any manner whatsoever.

Cantral Coalfields Lirnibed
A Minlmabna Company
|& Eubdidiary of Caal India Lisited]
HOTICE

Al the tenders issued by CIL and ils Subsidianes for procurement
al Gooads, Works and Senvices &a avallanle an wiehsitas of
Coal India Lid. www.eaalindia. inl respactive Subaidiany
Comipany | ::_.mw.-:-anlralmar‘fmlns.lnj- CIL e-procuramant
poral https:iicoalindiatenders.nic.in and Central Public
Frocurement Partal https:Neprocure.gav.in. in additsan,
procurement is alse done [hrough GelM partal hllpe !
Qe .o in.

Tel: 0191-2459029 _@ Fax:0191-2459255
Web: www.jkpolice.gov.in Email: jkpolice.gon.nic.in
J & K POLICE HEADQUARTERS
Amendment Notice

Pursuant to the queries raised by the prospective bidders,
necessary amendments with regard to the quantity of tendered
items and tender value are hereby issued under e-tender No. 43
of 2020 dated 17.09.2020 floated by this Hqrs for procurement
of stationery articles for information of intending bidders. The
amendment can be accessed by the intending bidders on J&K
Govt. e-Tender portal www.jktenders.gov.in.

However, other contents ofthe tender shall remain unchanged.

Sd/- (Rayees Mohammad Bhat) IPS
(AIG (Provision/Transport)

Dipk-nb-7530 For Director General of Police, PHQ, J&K, Srinagar.

INDIAN RAILWAYS

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS
(RAILWAY BOARD)
E-TENDER NO. 2020RSI8743TC
Executive Director, Railways Store(S), Ministry of Railways, Railway Board,
Government of India invites e-tender for procurement of 1,79,659 Nos. AAR
approved Cartridge Taper Roller Bearings (CTRB) Class E(6"X11") for use on
Freight Stock for Indian Railways to RDSO specification No.AB/RB-40-2016
(Rev.1) of August, 2018 & latestamendments.
2.0The interested tenderers are advised to visit the website
http://ireps.gov.in for details of the tender and submission of their e-bids.
3.0 No manual offers will be accepted against e-tender.
4.0 Tender will be closed at 15.00 hours on 09.11.2020.
Director, Railway Stores (W),
Ministry of Railways, Railway Board, New Delhi.

Phone/Fax No: 0194-2443031/2443032 (Sgr) _;-""..'-r Website: www.jkpolice.gov.in
0191-2459029/2459255 (Jmu) ._':_" - E-mail: phgjk@nic.in

JAMMU & KASHMIR POLICE HEADQUARTERS
(Provision Section)
Extension Notice

In view of administrative reasons the last date for receiving
of bids and date for opening of technical bids of e-NIT No 35 of
2020 dated 27.08.2020 floated by this Hqrs for the installation of
CCTV Surveillance system in Police Stations and Police Posts
are re-scheduled as under:-
1. Laste date of receipt of tenders = 28.10.2020 upto 1800 hours
2. Date of opening of technical bids = 27.10.2020 at 1100 hours

The other terms and conditions of the NIT shall remain the same.

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER TRANSMISSION LINE
! MAINTENANCE DIVISION-1V,

Pampore Kashmir 192121, Fax: 01933222600, E-mail: xentimd4@gmail.com.
Cancellation Notice

Due to technical reason, the below mentioned e-Nit is hereby cancelled.
S.No.[NIT No.

1 NIT No: TLMD-IV/
e-NIT/08 of 2020-21

Name of Work

Design, engineering, manufacture & assembly of 3-Phase,
132/33KV 50MVA,Power Transformer complete with all fittings
and accessories required for efficient and trouble free oper-
ations of the transformer, testing at manufacturer's works and
customer’s premises, supply, loading at factory, delivery at
site, unloading, handling, dragging at site on the plinth of
transformer, erection as per terms, conditions, technical speci-
fications and schedules thereto of this tender document.(Refer
BOQ for full details & other items.) for Gird station Zainakote.

2251/20 for and on behalf of the President of India.

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

SEEu (fean) fafiee IREL (India) Limited.
(g & gfeam T e fafiree Formerly Indian Rare Earths Ltd.)
_ ¥am 31t gum Rare Earths Division
sanmse Udyogamandal, =it Kochi - 683 501
CIN:U15100MH1950G01008187
(1S0 9001:2015, IS0 14001:2015 & OHSAS 18001:2007 Certified Company)
Phones: +91 484 2545062 - 65 Fax: +91 484 2545269

fifaar Y=</ TENDER NOTICE
“IREL (India) Limited, RED” invites e-tenders for the following works using
E-Procurement portal of M/s MSTC Limited.

Construction of RCC Silo

Dismantling & removal of

09717/09718 Jaipur - Daulatpur Chowk - Jaipur

Special Train (Tri-Weekly)

Train No. 09717 Train No. 09718
ARR. DEP. * STATIONS T ARR. DEP.
19:30 JAIPUR 06:40
12:15 DAULATPUR CHOWK 14:05

DAYS OF RUN: 09717 Ex Jaipur from 20.10.20 to 29.11.20 on every
Tuesday, Friday & Sunday and 09718 Ex Daulatpur Chowk from
21.10.20t0 30.11.20 on every Wednesday, Saturday & Monday.
STOPPAGES: Gandhinagar Jaipur, Dausa, Bandikui Jn, Rajgarh, Alwar
Jn, Khairthal, Rewari, Jhajjar, Rohtak Jn, Julana, Jind Jn, Uchana,
Narwana Jn, Kaithal, Kurukshetra Jn, Ambala Cant Jn, Chandigarh,
Sahibzada Ajit Singh Nagar (Mohali), Morinda, Rupnagar, Anandpur
Sahib, Nangal Dam, Una Himachal & Amb Andaura stations.
ACCOMMODATION: 1st AC, AC 2 Tier, AC 3 Tier, Sleeper & Second
Seating (Reserved).

04888/04887 Barmer - Rishikesh - Barmer 84
Special Train (Daily) Trips
Train No. 04888 T Train No. 04887
ARR. DEP. ‘ STATIONS ARR. DEP.
J— 06:45 BARMER 20:30 -
10:30 -—-- RISHIKESH - 18:05

DAYS OF RUN: 04888 Ex Barmer from 20.10.20 to 30.11.20 on Daily
and 04887 Ex Rishikesh from 21.10.20 to 01.12.20 on Daily.
STOPPAGES: Baytu, Balotra, Samdari Jn, Jodhpur Jn, Pipar Road Jn,
Merta Road Jn, Nagaur, Nokha, Bikaner Jn, Lalgarh Jn, Lunkaransar,
Mahajan, Suratgarh Jn, PiliBanga, Hanumangarh Jn, Sangaria, Mandi
Dabwali, Bathinda Jn, Bathinda Cantt, Bhuchchu, Rampura Phul,
Barnala, Dhuri Jn, Nabha, Patiala, Rajpura Jn, Ambala City, Ambala
Cantt Jn, Yamunanagar Jagadhri, Saharanpur Jn, Roorkee, Jwalapur,
Haridwar, Motichur & Raiwala Jn Stations.

ACCOMMODATION: AC 2 Tier, AC 3 Tier, Sleeper & Second Seating
(Reserved).

04519/04520 Delhi Jn. - Bathinda Jn. - Delhi Jn.
Special Train (Daily)

19/10/2020 - 15.00 hrs
16/11/2020 - 17.00 hrs

19/10/2020 - 15.00 hrs
16/11/2020 - 17.00 hrs

Tender starting date & time
Tender closing date & time
Tender opening start date & time | 17/11/2020 — 10.00 hrs 17/11/2020 - 10.00 hrs
Validity of tender in days 90 90

faaur & fetq a@mge 3@ For details, visit websites http:/www.mstce
commerce.com/eprochomef/irel, https://eprocure.gov.in, http://irel.co.in. affeTg
| gfg e d=wgel #§ g &l @i, Addendum/Corrigendum shall be
hoisted in the websites only. TasterTur & feT For clarification contact 0484
2545199, purchase-red@irel.co.in ¥ Tueh &< |

TETYsEreh We T (3MTSEY) G.M & HEAD (RED)

tm No.9 equipments in Attack Plant . .
E-Tender (Public) No IREL/Udyogamandal IREL/Udyogamandal Train No. 04519 * STATIONS T Train No. 04520
) /20-21/ ET/48 /20-21/ ET/49 ARR. | DEP. ARR. | DEP.
Transaction Fee to MSTC ¥15,000/- (Excluding GST) | ¥ 3,500/- (Excluding GST) ———- 14:00 DELHI JN. 12:15 ---=
TDC to IREL % 1,680/-(Inclusive of taxes) | T 1,120/-(Inclusive of taxes) 21:15 ———- BATHINDA JN. ———- 05:00
EMD to IREL < 3,88,000/- % 70,000/-

DAYS OF RUN: 04519 Ex Delhi Jn. and 04520 Ex Bathinda Jn. from
20.10.20t0 30.11.20 on Daily.

STOPPAGES: Delhi Kishanganj, Shakurbasti, Nangloi,
Bahadurgarh, Sampla, Rohtak Jn, Kalanaur Kalan, Bhiwani, Bawani
Khera, Hansi, Satrod, Hisar, Mandi Adampur, Bhattu, Ding, Sirsa,
Kalanwali & Raman stations.

ACCOMMODATION: AC 3 Tier, AC Chair Car, Chair Car & Second
Seating (Reserved).

02471/02472 Shri Ganganagar - Delhi Jn. -

Shri Ganganagar Superfast Special Train (Daily)

NOTI

CE INVITING e-TENDERS

E-NIT S. No. 51/PHEP/Fresh of 2020-21

details mentioned in this e-tender
Tender Documents/ PWD Form

For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor of UT of J&K e-tenders (Two cover System) on ltem Rate Basis are
invited from reputed and resourceful contractors /Firms/companies/joint venture of repute in PWD or
Equivalent in CPWD/Railways and other state Governments for the following works, which should be
uploaded on the Procurement web portal http:/jktenders.gov.in for the subjected work(s) referred below
to be received by the Superintending Engineer, Hydl. Circle, Pulwama/Shopian HQ: Shopianand as per the

Specifications etc. can be downloaded on the e-procurement portal http://jktenders.gov.in. The cost of
tender documents (Non-refundable/ Non-Transferable) should bein the shape of e-Challan or Treasury
Challan/Receipt in favour Executive Engineer Jal Shakti (PHE) Department, Division Pulwama.

notification and to whom all the terms and conditions of detailed e-NIT/
No:- 25 double are accepted. The detailed tender document and

s Estimated Cost of Earnest Time of Tender
"| Name of Work Tender Money . Opening | Class of Contract
No Cost 4 Completion .
Document Deposit Authority
Shifting of PHE Rs. 5000/- Rs. 320420/- Superinten- “A” Class - Reputed
utilities along (Favoring (Pledged to pdin and resourceful
Pinglena-Mohired- Executive the En inger contractors/
Utterpora road Rs. 160.21 Engineer  |Superintending H dlg Circlé Firms/Companies/
1 |(affected due to| ™ ’ (JSD) PHE Engineer, 06 Months | Yo" | Joint Venture of
; . lacs Y X Pulwama/ }
road widening Division Hydl. Circle, Shopian repute in PWD or
programme by Pulwama Pulwama/ Hg' Equivalent in CPWD/
P M G S Y under (MH Shopian HQ: Sho i'an Railways and other
Department) 0215) Shopian. P state Governments.

The Bidding documents consisting

of terms & conditions of contract and other details can be seen/ downloaded from the e-procurement Portal
“http://jktenders.gov.in"as per schedule of dates given below:-

of eligibility criteria, specification, drawings, bill of quantities (B.0.Q) set

Dated:- 16.10.2020
DIPK-7545

S- Description Date Time

No DD MM YYYY

1 |Publishing date of NIT 17 10 2020 900 Hrs
2 |Download start date 17 10 2020 900 Hrs
3 |Bid submission start date 17 10 2020 900 Hrs
4 |Bid submission end date 06 " 2020 1600 Hrs.
5 |Bid opening date (Technical Cover) 07 11 2020 1000 Hrs.

No: -PHEP/3588-3600 Sd/-

Executive Engineer,
(JSD) PHE Div, Pulwama,

GOVERNMENT OF ARUNACHAL PRADESH
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER: ANINI HYDRO POWER DIVISION DHPD: ANINI

PRESS NOTICE FOR RE TENDERING

The Executive Engineer, Anini Hydro Power Division, Department of Hydro Power development on behalf of the Governor of
Arunachal Pradesh re invites sealed Iltem Rate tenders for the following work from the registered Class Il contractors in civil
categories domiciled within the territorial jurisdiction of Lower Dibang Valley District as per the Govt. of Arunachal Pradesh
Extraordinary gazette notification published on 13th April 2015 gazette No.94, Vol - XXII (The Arunachal Pradesh District based
Entrepreneurs and Professionals (Incentives Development and Promotion) Act 2015) and amendment notification vide No.
SPWD/W-66/2012 dated 13th August 2015 mentioned on Clause 4 (ii) (f).

SI. Name of Work NIT No. | Estimated |[Earnest|Cost of | Period of | Last date & Date & time of
No. cost put to| Money | Tender |completion| time of sale submission &
Tender (in | (in Rs.)| paper of opening of
Rs.) (in Rs.) Bids/Tenders. Bids/Tenders
(1) (2) (3) 4 (5) (6) ) (8) 9)
C/O Common Service 3 > , 12 months 22/10/2020 26/10/2020
Centre (CSC) under RSN x g g upto 1600 Hrs upto
Pradhan Mantri Vikas SE5- 8 o N 8 1500 Hrs & 1530
Karyakram (PMVK) FazZg = N S Hrs onwards
Scheme at Roing. z% = N - Y
< D v

upto 1600Hrs on all working

Engineer-in charge.

ARN/13485-87.

The Tender forms will be given only to those bidders who had applied for the same in form of application addressed to the
undersigned from the office of the Executive Engineer Anini Hydro Power Division, Department of Hydro Power Development

days upto 21/10/2020.

Tender forms can be received from the Office of the undersigned upto 1600Hrs on 22/10/2020 on payment in cash (non
refundable) as mentioned in column 6 being the cost of tender papers.

As per The Arunachal Pradesh Gazette, August 14 2018 vide No. SPWD/W-66/2012.-1. In exercise of the power conferred by
the section 5 of Arunachal Pradesh District-Based Entrepreneurs & Professionals (Incentives, Development and Promotional)
Act, 2015, the Governor of Arunachal Pradesh, a contractor shall be allowed to have only 3 (three) works in hand in any of
departments under Government of Arunachal Pradesh at of any tender work under the State Government and for which he shall
make a declaration to be executed in an Affidavit that he is not engaged in more than two tender works under the State
Government. He shall also eligible for participation in any tender be required to submit completion certificate issued by the

The under sign is not bound to accept the lowest tender and reserves the right to cancel whole or part of any of the tender
without assigning any reason thereof.

SD/-

Executive Engineer

Anini Hydro Power Division

Department of Hydro Power Development
On behalf of Governor of Arunachal Pradesh

Train No. 02471 Train No. 02472
ARR. DEP. ‘ STATIONS T ARR. DEP.
05:55 SHRI GANGANAGAR 20:35
13:35 DELHI JN. 13:05

DAYS OF RUN: 02471 Ex Shri Ganganagar and 02472 Ex Delhi Jn.
from 20.10.20 to 30.11.20 on Daily.

STOPPAGES: Abohar, Malout, Giddarbaha, Bhatinda Jn, Maur, Mansa,
Budhlada, Jakhal Jn, Narwana Jn, Jind Jn, Rohtak Jn, Sampla,
Bahadurgarh & Shakurbasti stations.

ACCOMMODATION: AC 3 Tier, AC Chair Car, Chair Car & Second
Seating (Reserved).

02331/02332 Howrah Jn. - Jammu Tawi - Howrah Jn.

Superfast Special Train (Tri-Weekly) (Via Dankuni)

Train No. 02331 Train No. 02332

ARR. DEP. * STATIONS T ARR. DEP.
23:55 HOWRAH JN. 11:30

13:10 JAMMU TAWI 22:45

DAYS OF RUN: 02331 Ex Howrah Jn. from 20.10.20 to 28.11.20 on
every Tuesday, Friday & Saturday and 02332 Ex Jammu Tawi from
22.10.20t0 30.11.20 on every Thursday, Sunday & Monday.
STOPPAGES: Asansol Jn, Chittaranjan, Madhupur Jn, Jasidih Jn,
Jhajha, Jamui, Kiul Jn, Mokameh Jn, Bakhtiyarpur Jn, Patna Saheb,
Patna Jn, Danapur, Ara, Buxar, Pt. Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Jn, Varanasi
Jn, Jaunpur City, Sultanpur, Nihalgarh, Lucknow, Bareilly, Moradabad,
Saharanpur, Yamunanagar Jagadhri, Ambala Cant Jn, Ludhiana Jn,
Phagwara Jn, Jalandhar Cant, Pathankot Cantt. & Kathua stations.
ACCOMMODATION: 1st AC, AC 2 Tier, AC 3 Tier, Sleeper & Second
Seating (Reserved).

02549/02550 Kamakhya - Anand Vihar - Kamakhya
Superfast Express Train (Daily)

84

Trips

Train No. 02549 T Train No. 02550
ARR. DEP. ‘ STATIONS ARR. DEP.
-— 10:00 KAMAKHYA 16:35 -

19:20 --e- ANAND VIHAR (T) - 06:45

DAYS OF RUN: 02549 Ex Kamakhya from 20.10.20 to 30.11.20 on Daily
and 02550 Ex Anand Vihar (T) from 22.10.20 to 02.12.20 on Daily.
STOPPAGES: Rangiya Jn, Barpeta Road, New Bongaigaon, Kokrajhar,
New Alipurduar, New Cooch Behar, Jalpaiguri Road, New Jalpaiguri,
Kishanganj, Barsoi Jn, Katihar Jn, Naugachia, Mansi Jn, Khagaria Jn,
Begu Sarai, Barauni Jn, Patliputra, Danapur, Ara, Buxar, Pt Deen Dayal
Upadhyaya Jn, Prayagraj Junction, Fatehpur, Kanpur Central, Etawah,
Tundla Jn, Aligarh Jn & Ghaziabad stations.

ACCOMMODATION: AC 2 Tier, AC 3 Tier, Sleeper & Second Seating
(Reserved).

02422/02421 Jammu Tawi - Ajmer Jn. - Jammu Tawi
Superfast Special Train (Daily)

84
Trips

Train No. 02422 Train No. 02421
ARR. DEP. ‘ STATIONS T ARR. DEP.
- 18:10 JAMMU TAWI 08:15 ==
12:20 -—-- AJMER JN. - 14:05

DAYS OF RUN: 02422 Ex Jammu Tawi from 20.10.20 to 30.11.20 on
Daily and 02421 Ex Ajmer Jn. from 21.10.20 to 01.12.20 on Daily.
STOPPAGES: Kathua, Pathankot Cantt., Jalandhar Cantt., Ludhiana,
Ambala Cantt, Karnal, Delhi Jn., Delhi Cantt., Gurgaon, Garhi Harsaru,
Rewari Jn, Khairthal, Alwar, Rajgarh, Bandikui Jn., Dausa, Gandhinagar,
Jaipur Jn, Phulera Jn. & Kishangarh stations.

ACCOMMODATION: 1st AC, AC 2 Tier, AC 3 Tier, Sleeper & Second
Seating (Reserved)

02237/02238 Varanasi - Jammu Tawi - Varanasi 84
Superfast Special Train (Daily) Trips
Train No. 02237 Train No. 02238
ARR. DEP. * STATIONS T ARR. DEP.
- 12:40 VARANASI 12:30 ----
11:05 - JAMMU TAWI - 14:00

DAYS OF RUN: 02237 Ex Varanasi from 20.10.20 to 30.11.20 on Daily
and 02238 Ex Jammu Tawi from21.10.20t0 01.12.20 on Daily.
STOPPAGES: Jaunpur City, Sultanpur, Nihalgarh, Lucknow,
Shahjehanpur, Moradabad, Saharanpur Jn., Ambala Cantt., Ludhiana
Jn., Jalandhar Cantt., Pathankot Cantt., & Kathua stations.
ACCOMMODATION: 1st AC, AC 2 Tier, AC 3 Tier, Sleeper & Second
Seating (Reserved).

04041/04042 Delhi Jn. - Dehradun - Delhi Jn.

Express Special Train (Daily)

Train No. 04041 Train No. 04042

ARR. DEP. i STATIONS T ARR. DEP.
22:25 DELHI JN. 07:25

08:25 DEHRADUN 21:20

DAYS OF RUN: 04041 Ex Delhi Jn. from 20.10.20 to 30.11.20 on Daily
and 04042 Ex Dehradun from 21.10.20 to 01.12.20 on Daily.
STOPPAGES: Delhi Shahdara, Ghaziabad, Pilkhua, Hapur,
Garhmuktesar, Gajraula Jn., Mandi Dhanaura, Chand Siau, Haldaur,
Bijnor, Muzzampur NRYN, Najibabad Jn., Laksar Jn., Jwalapur,
Haridwar, Raiwala & Doiwala stations.

Sd/- (Rayees Mohammad Bhat) IPS | | NO: TLMD-IV/ 1386-87 Sd/-
(AIG (Provision/ Transport) | | Date:- 15-10-2020 Executive Engineer
Dipk-nb-7544 For Director General of Police, J&K, Srinagar. Dipk-nb-3066 TLMD-IV, Pampore (JKPTCL)

MORE FESTIVAL SPECIAL TRAINS-ZOZO 02231/02232 Lucknow - Chandigarh - Lucknow 84

Superfast Special Train (Daily) Trips
In c_>rder to clegr extra rush of passengers || frain No. 02231 Train No. 02232
during forthcoming Festival Season, Railways | ["arr. | e, ¢ STATIONS = e
have_ demd_ed to run thf-.\ fqllowmg Festival — | 2225 LUCKNOW 08:30
Special Trains as per details given below:- 10:05 | - CHANDIGARH — | 21:05

DAYS OF RUN: 02231 Ex Lucknow from 20.10.20 to 30.11.20 on Daily
and 02232 Ex Chandigarh from 21.10.20to 01.12.20 on Daily.
STOPPAGES: Hardoi, Shahjehanpur, Bareilly (NR), Moradabad,
Seohara, Dhampur, Nagina, Najibabad Jn., Laksar Jn., Roorkee,
Saharanpur Jn., Yamunanagar Jagadhri, Jagadhri Workshop &
Ambala Cantt. stations.

ACCOMMODATION: AC 2 Tier, AC 3 Tier, Sleeper & Second Seating
(Reserved).

02448/02447 Hazrat Nizamuddin - Manikpur -

Hazrat Nizamuddin Superfast Special Train (Daily)

Train No. 02448 T Train No. 02447
ARR. DEP. * STATIONS ARR. DEP.
20:10 HAZRAT NIZAMUDDIN 05:25
08:30 MANIKPUR 17:25

DAYS OF RUN: 02448 Ex Hazrat Nizamuddin from 20.10.20 to 30.11.20
on Daily and 02447 Ex Manikpurfrom21.10.20to 01.12.20 on Daily.
STOPPAGES: Mathura Jn., Agra Cantt., Jhansi Jn., Mau Ranipur,
Harpalpur, Kulpahar, Mahoba, Banda Jn., Atarra & Chitrakot stations.
ACCOMMODATION: 1st AC, AC 2 Tier, AC 3 Tier, Sleeper & Second
Seating (Reserved).

04515/04516 Kalka - Shimla - Kalka | 84
Express Special Train (Daily) Trips
Train No. 04515 Train No. 04516
ARR. DEP. ‘ STATIONS T ARR. DEP.
———- 12:10 KALKA 16:10 ===
17:20 ——— SHIMLA ——— 10:40

DAYS OF RUN: 04515 Ex Kalka from 20.10.20 to 30.11.20 on Daily and
04516 Ex Shimla from 21.10.20to 01.12.20 on Daily.

STOPPAGES: Dharmpur Himachal, Kumarhattidagshai, Barog, Solan,
Salogra, Kandaghat, Shoghi, Taradevi, Jutogh & Summer Hill stations.
ACCOMMODATION: First Class Chair Car, Chair Car, Guard Cabin
Chair Car & Second Seating (Reserved).

02167/02168 Lokmanay Tilak T. - Manduadih -

Lokmanay Tilak T. Special Train (2 Days in a Week)

Train No. 02167 Train No. 02168
ARR. DEP. * STATIONS T ARR. DEP.
00:35 LOKMANYA TILAK T. 12:25

04:25 MANDUADIH 09:50

DAYS OF RUN: 02167 Ex Lokmanya Tilak T. from 19.10.20 t0 30.11.20 on
every Monday and Friday and 02168 Ex Manduadih from 20.10.20 to
01.12.20 on every Tuesday & Saturday.

STOPPAGES: Kalyan Jn, lgatpuri, Nashik Road, Bhusaval Jn,
Khandwa, Itarsi Jn, Jabalpur, Katni, Satna, Manikpur, Prayagraj cheoki
& Varanai stations.

ACCOMMODATION: AC 2 Tier, AC 3 Tier, Sleeper & Second Seating
(Reserved).

01407/01408 Pune Jn. - Lucknow - Pune Jn.

Special Train (Weekly)

Train No. 01407 Train No. 01408

ARR. DEP. * STATIONS T ARR. DEP.
22:00 PUNE JN. 11:05

02:40 LUCKNOW 06:30

DAYS OF RUN: 01407 Ex Pune Jn. from 20.10.20 to 24.11.20
on every Tuesday and 01408 Ex Lucknow from 22.10.20 to 26.11.20
onevery Thursday.

STOPPAGES: Daund Chord, Ankai, Khandwa, Bina, Kanpur Central &
Manak Nagar stations.

ACCOMMODATION: AC 2 Tier, AC 3 Tier, Sleeper & Second Seating
(Reserved).

84408/84407 New Delhi - Barauni - New Delhi Superfast

Special Express Train (Suvidha) (2 Days in a Week)

Train No. 84408 Train No. 84407

ARR. DEP. * STATIONS T ARR. DEP.
19:25 NEW DELHI 14:50

15:00 BARAUNI 19:30

DAYS OF RUN: 84408 Ex New Delhi from 20.10.20 t0 27.11.20 on every
Tuesday & Friday and 84407 Ex Barauni from 21.10.20 to 28.11.20 on
every Wednesday & Saturday.

STOPPAGES: Moradabad, Bareilly, Lucknow, Barabanki, Gorakhpur,
Sewan, Chhapra & Hajipur stations.

ACCOMMODATION: AC 2 Tier, AC 3 Tier, Sleeper & Second Seating
(Reserved).

84414/84413 New Delhi - Patna Jn. - New Delhi 34

Trips

Superfast Special Express Train (Suvidha) (Tri-Weekly)

Train No. 84414 T Train No. 84413
ARR. DEP. ‘ STATIONS ARR. DEP.
— 14:55 NEW DELHI 05:00 -

09:00 -—-- PATNA JN. - 12:00

DAYS OF RUN: 84414 Ex New Delhi from 20.10.20 to 29.11.20 on every
Tuesday, Friday & Sunday and 84413 Ex Patna Jn. from 21.10.20 to
30.11.20 on every Monday, Wednesday & Satursday.

STOPPAGES: Kanpur Central, Allahabad Jn., Pt. Deen Dayal
Upadhayay Jn., Buxar, Ara & Danapur stations.

ACCOMMODATION: AC 2 Tier, AC 3 Tier, Sleeper & Second Seating
(Reserved)

02458/02457 Bikaner - Delhi Sarari Rohilla - Bikaner
Superfast Special Train (Daily)

84
Trips

Train No. 02458 T Train No. 02457
ARR. DEP. ‘ STATIONS ARR. DEP.
-— 22:30 BIKANER 07:30 -=--
06:10 -—-- DELHI SARAI ROHILLA - 23:35

DAYS OF RUN: 02458 Ex Bikaner on Daily from 20.10.20 to 30.11.20
and 02457 Ex Delhi Sarai Rohilla from 20.10.20 to 30.11.20 on Daily.
STOPPAGES: Napasar, Sudsar, Sri Dungargarh, Rajaldesar, Ratangarh
Jn, Churu, Sadulpur Jn, Loharu, Mahendragarh, Rewari, Gurgaon &
Delhi Cantt. stations.

ACCOMMODATION: 1st AC, AC 2 Tier, AC 3 Tier, Sleeper & Second
Seating (Reserved).

02485/02486 Delhi Sarari Rohilla - Jodhpur -
Delhi Sarari Rohilla Superfast Special Train (Daily)

84
Trips

Train No. 02485 T Train No. 02486
ARR. DEP. ‘ STATIONS ARR. DEP.
- 07:05 DELHI SARAI ROHILLA 22:10 ----
18:05 -—-- JODHPUR - 11:00

DAYS OF RUN: 02485 Ex Delhi Sarai Rohilla on Daily from 21.10.20 to
01.12.20 and 02486 Ex Jodhpur from 20.10.20 to 30.11.20 on Daily.
STOPPAGES: Delhi Cantt, Gurgaon, Pataudi Road, Rewari,
Mahendragarh, Satnali, Loharu, Rampura Beri, Sadulpur Jn, Churu,
Ratangarh Jn, Sujangarh, Ladnun, Didwana, Choti Khatu, Degana Jn
& Merta Road Jn stations.

ACCOMMODATION: 1st AC, AC 2 Tier, AC 3 Tier, Sleeper & Second
Seating (Reserved)

Note: All norms of the State and Central Government regarding
COVID-19 including Social distancing, sanitization etc., may be

followed in the trains and at the Railway stations. All other
precautions associated with COVID-19 should also the ensured.

Beware
ALIEY authorised rail travel agent only.

Note: For any kind of information passengers are requested to
contact Railway Enquiry No. 139 or visit
Indian Railways website: www.enquiry.indianrail.gov.in

Security Helpline No. 182 ] Integrated Helpline No. 139

Always buy your tickets from an authorised railway counter or

Please join
us on

= f B

NORTHERN RAILWAY

Your Convenience - Our Concern

Visit us at : www.nr.indianrailways.gov.in

ACCOMMODATION: 1st AC, AC 2 Tier, AC 3 Tier, Sleeper & Second

Seating (Reserved)

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

New Delhi
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Punjab farm fires
send smog signal
to Delhi; hope in
panchayat action

ANJUAGNIHOTRICHABA
JALANDHAR,OCTOBER 18

LATE ON Saturday afternoon,
farmer Bheera Singh and his
brother walked out to their ad-
jacent fields in Jandiala Guru of
Amritsar district with a box of
matches. Sowing of the early va-
riety wheat will begin in the last
week of October, and the broth-
ers had only a little more than a
week to get their fields ready for
the rabi crop.

Soon, the dry golden stubble
on the entire 15 acres owned by
the brothers was ablaze with
leaping flames, and giant plumes
of thick black smoke rose high in

the air. Farmers can be fined
heavily for setting their fields on
fire, but the brothers had de-
cided to do it anyway.

“We had a delayed (kharif)
crop due to a shortage of labour
(because of the Covid-19 lock-
down) at the time of sowing in
June. Now with just 10 days left
for sowing wheat, we can’t wait
in queue for a stubble manage-
ment machine,” shrugged
Bheera. “This (burning the stub-
ble)is the only way.”

Despite a statewide ban on
burning straw, fields have been
on fire every 100-200 metres in
Jandiala Guru, Tarsikka, Tarn
Taran, Khadur Sahib, and Ajnala

CONTINUED ON PAGE4

Stubble on fire near Amritsar on Saturday. Rana Simranjit Singh

EXPERT ﬂ
EXPLAINS ‘H \

AMITABH MATTOO

From The Indian Express panel
of specialists, exclusive insight

TRUMP, BIDEN,
& THEWORLD

How do the candidates for

the White House see the world
and issues of shared global
concern? Part 2 of a series.

A CoviD TEST

An entrance exam being held for recruitment to the BSF and CISF, at Humhama near
Srinagar, Sunday. Over 5,000 youth across Kashmir appeared for the test. Shuaib Masoodi

Redeem your constitutional
oath: Governor tells Mamata

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA,OCTOBER 18

WEST BENGAL Governor Jagdeep
Dhankhar has said it is “high
time” Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee kept her “constitutional
oath”. In a letter to the CM on
Sunday over the alleged custodial
death of a BJP worker, Dhankhar
said, “Madam Chief Minister, high
time you redeem your constitu-
tional oath and enforce rule of
law, ensure democratic gover-

nance in the state, make police
and administration politically
neutral and accountable.”
The Governor’s letter came a
day after Union Home Minister
Amit Shah said in an interview
to CNN-News 18 that the de-
mand for President’s rule in
Bengal by BJP workers was “wa-
jib (just)”, given the law and or-
der situation, while adding that
any action by the Centre would
be as per the Constitution.
Dhankhar said what
CONTINUEDONPAGE4

Grocery store, restaurant, fans: Indian
shuttlers play safe in Denmark bubble

SHIVANINAIK
MUMBAI,OCTOBER 18

THIS BIO-BUBBLE allowed shut-
tlers in Odense for the Denmark
Open to step out to a grocery
store or arestaurant —and up to
500 spectators inside the com-
petition hall.

The unique arrangement was
what four Indians — Kidambi
Srikanth, Ajay Jayaram, Lakshya

The shuttlecock feeder at

while it took a few days for them
to adjust to this new abnormal,
some changes served as constant
reminders of the pandemic.

For one, India’s support staff
struggled to draw up game
dossiers on opponents. Earlier,
they would fan out around the
arena and take notes on poten-
tial opponents’ form and fitness,
given the main coach was fo-
cused on the Indian on court. But
this time, they stayed away from
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FINDINGS OF GOVT COMMITTEE OF EXPERTS

India went past peak
in Sept, Covid may run
its course by Feb: panel

No explanation, but panel
experts indicate reasons
for both hope and caution

‘Timely lockdown
flattened curve;
sticking to masks,
distancing is key’

AMITABH SINHA
GAYA,OCTOBER 18

THE CORONAVIRUS epidemicin
India may have already peaked
and, if the usage of masks and
physical distancing measures
continue at the current level, the
disease will likely “run its
course” by February next year, a
government-appointed com-
mittee of scientists has said.
The committee, headed by
Prof M Vidyasagar of IT
Hyderabad, used a new model to
map the trajectory of the epi-
demic in the country. Its key
finding is that the disease seems
to have peaked in the middle of
CONTINUED ON PAGE4
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AMITABH SINHA
GAYA,OCTOBER 18

THE REASONS for the continu-
ous decline in coronavirus infec-
tion numbers since last
month have not been
clear. The numbers have
fallen sharply - even
though travel restric-
tions have eased, eco-
nomic and other activi-
ties have resumed and, toalarge
extent, normalcy has returned.

EXPLAINED

There has also been no re-
duction in the number of tests,
nor has the disease prevalence
inthe population reached a stage
where 'herd immunity' would
have tobe factored in. The use of

face masks, and physical
distancing are far from

being universal.
The government-
® | appointed scientific
committee has not spelt
out the possible reasons
for the decline in coronavirus
CONTINUED ON PAGE4

Learn from Onam surge
in Kerala: Harsh Vardhan

KAUNAIN SHERIFFM
& SHAJU PHILIP

NEW DELHI,
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
OCTOBER18

REITERATING THAT people
should avoid large gatherings
during the festival season that is
coming up, Union Health
Minister Dr Harsh Vardhan
Sunday pointed to Kerala, which
had controlled the spread of
Covid initially to be tagged as a
model state but then “paid the

IDEA EXCHANGE

CHALLENGEISTO
BUILDANADULT
VACCINATION
SYSTEM: NILEKANI
PAGE 14

price for its gross negligence”
during the week-long festivities
to mark Onam in the end of
August.
During his weekly interaction
CONTINUED ON PAGE4

Ed tech firms
corner almost
all $100 mn
bracket funds
post Covid

PRANAV MUKUL &
SANDEEP SINGH
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 18

FROM SCHOOL students to
working professionals, the pan-
demic has created a large ad-
dressable market for start-ups in
education tech, or ed-tech,
which saw a significant interest
from private equity and venture
capitalist investors over the last
six months.

Among the eight funding
rounds of $100 million and
above in Indian start-ups during
April-September, five involved
ed-tech companies like Byju’s,
Vedantu, Unacademy and
Eruditus. According to data
sourced from  Venture
Intelligence, one-third of the $1.5
billion raised in these eight in-
vestment rounds was by Byju’s.

Consider this:

M Byju’s Classes raised $500
million in two rounds in June
and September from investors,

CONTINUED ON PAGE4
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policies that the country might take in future. At present, Indians constitute the second largest group of
international students in the US after China.

VIDEO

‘WOMEN OF MIRZAPUR
ARE STRONGER’

Actor Harshita Gaur on
the second season of
the web show

! Vi -
| Hadhubami painting workshop |
Peki's Greater Ksilpzh

MADHUBANI PAINTING
WORKSHOP IN DELHI

The workshop was
orgainsed in Delhi’s
Greater Kailash

Americans matter in
the US elections?

NEW EPISODE EVERYDAY

In today’s episode, we look at how much
the Indian-American community matters
in the US election—and whether thereis a

Kamala Harris factor.

FROMPAGE ONE

Farm fires

blocks of Punjab's Majha belt.
Satellite images from NASA have
been showing large clusters of
farm fires in Amritsar, Patiala,
Tarn Taran, and Firozpur in
Punjab, and Ambala in Haryana.

The Punjab Remote Sensing
Centre at Punjab Agricultural
University, Ludhiana, which
tracks satellite images of stubble-
burning, has recorded the most
farm fires in four years this sea-
son. Incidents are up more than
three times over last year: the 27-
day period between September
21and October 17 has seen 5,552
fires, compared with 1,695 in
2019,1,533in2018,and 3,822 in
2017.

Until Saturday, the Punjab
Pollution Control Board (PPCB)
had imposed an environmental
compensation fine of Rs 25.75
lakhin 961 cases, and realised Rs
1.25 lakh from farmers. In 822
cases, a ‘red entry’ had been
made inland records, which can
make a farmer ineligible for gov-
ernment subsidies orloans from
public sector banks.

Some 1,171 cases had been
earmarked for field visits after
fires were detected in satellite
images. Atotal 801 cases already
confirmed by physical visits are
likely to face penalties inaday or
two.

In Haryana, the state
Pollution Control Board has re-
ported 1,710 stubble-burning in-
cidents until October 15 this year,
against 1,072 incidents in the cor-
responding period last year.

The impact of the fires in
Punjab and Haryana has been
visible as a smoky haze over
Delhi-NCR and poor air quality
index (AQI) numbers. According
to SAFAR, the Ministry of Earth
Sciences' air quality monitor,
farm fires accounted for 22 per
centoftheair pollution in the na-
tional capital on Saturday,and 17
per cent on Sunday.

While the Punjab govern-
ment’s appeal to farmers and vil-
lage panchayats has so far not
been successful in curbing farm
fires, acting on the directions of
district administrations, pan-
chayats have started to pass res-
olutions against stubble-burn-
ing.
In Pathankot district, 325 out
of the 421 village panchayats
have passed written resolutions
against stubble-burning; in
Nawanshabhr, resolutions have
been passed by 341 out of 467
panchayats. The resolutions
seem to be having animpact -in
Pathankot, no fire has been
recorded over the past three
weeks.

Sarpanch Dev Raj of Lahri
Gujjran village of Pathankot dis-
trict said that they passed a res-
olution on October 12 after con-
vincing the villagers, because
there was no point in passing a
resolution if the farmers were
not invested.

Similarly, panchayats of vil-
lagesincluding Balsua (389 acres
under paddy), Sukhalgarh (365
acres under paddy out of a total
430 acres of land), Bhoa (950
acres under paddy out of 1,250
acres), Sultanpur (325 acres),
Govindsar (310 acres) Koghra
(375 acres) have passed resolu-
tions after taking all farmers into
confidence. So far, no fire inci-
dent has been observed in these
villages after the resolutions.

Block Agriculture
Development Officer, Pathankot,
Dr Amrik Singh, said: “There are
around 50,000 hectares under
agriand horticulture cropsin the
district, out of which paddy and
basmati are grown on 27,500
hectares, which produce around
1.3 lakh tonnes of stubble... We
have been asking farmers not to
burnit.”

Should the appeals succeed,
itwould help prevent the release
of 2.2 lakh tonnes of harmful
gases in the environment, and
would help farmers save around
Rs 5 crore that they spend on fer-
tilisers such as nitrogen, phos-

phorus and potash, he said.

“We are motivating farmers
to sell their paddy straw to dairy
farmers who can prepare fodder
outof it. Alarge number of Gujjar
families are ready to use this as
fodder,” Dr Singh added.

Some 90 per cent of panchay-
atsin Ludhiana district too, have
passed resolutions. Over the past
three weeks, Ludhiana has re-
ported 108 farm fires, while
Nawanshar has reported 15.
Several panchayats in Jalandhar
too have passed resolutions
against stubble-burning.

No explanation

numbers. But two of its mem-
bers offered insights into what
could be happening.

“A recent case study of
Andhra Pradesh and Tamil Nadu
published in the journal Science
afew weeks ago showed thatal-
most 70 per cent of infected peo-
ple were not passing the disease
to others. The virus was spread-
ing only through a small set of
people who are referred to as su-
per-spreaders,” Prof Manindra
Agrawal, a member of the com-
mittee, told The Indian Express.

These super-spreaders, Prof
Agrawal said, have a greater
chance of getting infected dur-
ing the early phase of the epi-
demic. “So, it is possible that the
super-spreaders have already
been infected, and become im-
mune. And as we have seen, very
few among the others transmit
the disease. This could be one
possible reason for what we are
seeing right now,” he said.

Super-spreaders are infected
people who infect a large num-
ber of others. The study that
Agrawal referred to, had relied
on data from over 85,000 con-
firmed infections in Andhra
Pradesh and Tamil Nadu until
August 1, and nearly 6 lakh of
their contacts who were identi-
fied and traced. It is the largest
such study so far.

The study found that over
60,000 of the 85,000 confirmed
infected individuals never
passed on the infection to others.
On the other hand, a very small
number, less than 10 per cent, ac-
counted for over 60 per cent of
secondary infections. These were
the super-spreaders, each of
whom passed on the infection to
maybe 20, 30, 40, or even more
people.

Prof Agrawal pointed out that
the super-spreaders had no spe-
cial quality apart from the fact
that they were interacting with
more people than most others.A
vegetable vendor, for example, is
likely to interact with many more
people than the average officer-
goer.

“Precisely because of this rea-
son, they are also likely to get in-
fected early. If you take out the
super-spreaders from the equa-
tion, the reduction in the coron-
avirus numbers does not look
that surprising,” he said.

Prof Gagandeep Kang, an ex-
pert on infectious diseases and
professor at Christian Medical
College, Vellore, said it was not
unexpected to find that the dis-
ease was actually spreading
through a very small number of
infected people. Prof Kang, who
isalsoa member of the commit-
tee that reported its findings on
Sunday, offered another possible
reason for the numbers going
down.

“Look, we all have varying de-
grees of contact with people. We
may have 10-15 people with
whom we interact ona very reg-
ular basis, then another larger set
of people whom we might be
meeting occasionally, and an
even larger set with whom we
rarely interact. During restric-
tions, we would be interacting
mainly with people within our
innermost circle. Whatever in-
fections had to happen in that
small circle of contacts might al-
ready have happened. Once that
has happened, the numbers are
expected to decline. For freshin-
fections to take place, people

India went past peak in Sept: Panel

September, when the number
of active cases touched 10.17
lakh. This number has been de-
clining steadily for the last
month, and the committee sug-
gested that the active cases, even
iftheyrise due tofestivals or cold
weather, were unlikely to sur-
pass the figure reached last
month.

Additionally, the committee,
which was set up by the
Ministry of Science and
Technology a few months ago,
has projected that by February
2021, the number of people who
have been infected with the
virus at some point in time
would not exceed 106 lakh (1
crore 6 lakh). As on Saturday
evening, the number of people

Learn from Onam surge in Kerala: Harsh Vardhan

onsocialmedia, Harsh Vardhan
also acknowledged that com-
munity transmission “is ex-
pected to occur, especially in
densely populated areas” but
“limited to certain districts in a
limited number of states”.
Kerala Health Minister K K
Shailaja sought to play down the
Union Minister's comments on
“negligence” during Onam, say-
ing he had not criticised the state
butwas “alerting other states to
take steps to avoid gatherings,
which had happened in Kerala
during the Onam celebrations”.
However, Kerala's
Opposition parties described
the Centre's remarks as a
“chargesheet” that highlighted
the “failure” of the Left regime.
Respondingtoaquestionon
how Kerala is inching towards
the 3-lakh mark overall while
setting a daily record of Covid
cases, Harsh Vardhan said:
“After having good control over
the virus during the initial phase
of the pandemic, the situation
has now worsened. I would say
that other states should learn a
lesson from Kerala’s spurt in
Covid-19 cases due to negli-
gence during the Onam season.
I would also say that all states
need to be careful during the
coming festive season...This cau-
tion must be exercised for the
next three months at least.”
Over the last 24 hours, Kerala
reported 9,016 new cases, sec-
ond only to Maharashtra with
more than 10,000 daily cases.
On Friday, a central team was

who have been found to be in-
fected was nearing 75 lakh.

“This of course is premised
on the assumption that people
would continue to take precau-
tionary measures, atleast to the
same extent that they are cur-
rently doing. Thisisnoreasonto
relax, or lower our guard, espe-
cially with the festival season ap-
proaching. If we follow the phys-
ical distancing norms, and use
face masks, at least in the man-
ner we are doing right now, the
model says that by February we
would have things under con-
trol,” said Prof Manindra
Agrawal of IIT Kanpur, who is
part of the committee.

“The big worry, of course, is
the upcoming festival season.

sent to Kerala following the
surge.

“Between January 30 and
May 3, Kerala reported just 499
cases and two deaths; and the
majority of the confirmed cases
were concentrated in Kasaragod
and  Kannur  districts.
Subsequently, Covid-19 cases
cropped up in other districts,
due to an increase in both inter
and intrastate movement of
people because of trade and
tourism. And then the epic curve
of Kerala changed completely
due to Onam festivities across
the state during the months of
August and September;,” Harsh
Vardhan said.

“Onam festival lasted be-
tween August 22 and
September 2. During this period,
there were huge congregations
across the state where people
collected in large numbers and
obviously did not take adequate
precautions. Kerala, which was
reporting an average of 2,000
daily cases in the first week of
September;, reached 4,000 aver-
age daily new cases fortnightly.
Which means Kerala started
adding 7,000-8,000 daily news
cases,” he said.

Inresponse, Kerala Minister
Shailaja said she had called the
Union Minister following re-
ports on his remarks. “He was
answeringaquestionaboutthe
hike in Covid cases in Kerala. As
festival seasons are ahead in
other states, he was alerting
other states to take steps toavoid
gatherings, which had hap-

We have to be careful. We have
seen that there was a surge in
cases in Kerala after the Onam
festival. Thatis alesson we must
learn from,” he said.

The committee said that
their modelling exercise had
also shown that the lockdown,
particularly its timing in the
third week of March, had a big
impact on slowing the disease,
and preventing coronavirus-re-
lated deaths.

“Without a lockdown, the
number of deaths in India
would have overwhelmed the
system, and would have even-
tually crossed 26 lakh fatalities.
Imposing the lockdown in May
would have reduced deaths to
around 101akh. The promptim-

pened in Kerala during the
Onam celebrations. We agree
with that, the Chief Minister had
earlier stated that gatherings
during Onam celebrations, mar-
riages and protests have created
complacency in people, which
eventually led to increase in
cases. The Union Minister had
only pointed thatout.”

Speaking to The Indian
Express last week, Shailaja had
said that during the lockdown,
Kerala had flattened the graph
and the rate was at its lowest.
“But with the central govern-
ment opening up and allowing
trains and flights... during June
to September, Kerala had 9lakh
people coming in. Then we had
Onam and there was some re-
laxation. So we witnessed arise
incasesin August,” she had said,
adding that various protests by
Opposition parties also led to
“huge gatherings”.

However, Kerala Social
Security Mission executive di-
rector Dr Mohammed Asheel
posted on his Facebook page
that “politician Harsh Vardhan
can say anything”. “But if he
speaks as the Union Health
Minister, he should say only af-
ter learning things precisely.
What he said is wrong to the
core. If in doubt, ask your sci-
entists in ICMR,” he posted.
Asheel works with the State
Social Justice Department,
which is under Shailaja, and is
one of the members of a core
team advising the Health
Department on Covid strate-

position on March 24 has re-
sulted in deaths being around
one lakh till date,” the commit-
tee said in a note.

Without a lockdown, the
number of infections would
have reached 1401lakh (14 crore)
in June, the committee said. A
late lockdown, in May, would
have still seen cases reach 50
lakh in June. “In short, the lock-
down flattened the curve,” the
committee said.

Also, the committee found
that the labour migration that
happened immediately after
the lockdown had “minimal”
impactin terms of spreading the
infection. “This indicates the
success of quarantine strate-
gies,” it said.

gies.

Opposition leader Ramesh
Chennithala said: “Kerala has
failed in Covid-control meas-
ures. Toartificially show that the
stateis effectively managing the
situation, all cases are not de-
tected and the number of tests
is not increased,” the Congress
leader said. BJP state chief K
Surendran said the Union
Minister's statement was a “se-
vere setback for Kerala” and
asked the state government to
seek the Centre’s assistance.

Meanwhile, respondingtoa
question on West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamta Bannerjee's
statement that there are in-
stances of community transmis-
sionin the state, Harsh Vardhan
said: “..in different pockets
across various states, including
West Bengal, community trans-
mission of Covid-19is expected
to occur especially in densely
populated areas. However, this
isn'thappeningacross the coun-
try; and community transmis-
sionis limited to certain districts
occurring in a limited number
of states,” Vardhan said.

The Centre, incidentally,
has started an extensive
awareness campaign for the
“Jan Andolan” launched by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
for Covid-appropriate behav-
iourin the backdrop of the fes-
tive season. It has issued a de-
tailed SOP directing states to
ensure compliance with phys-
ical distancing, sanitisation and
thermal screening.

need to startinteracting with the
larger sets, or with complete
strangers, as with co-passengers
in public transport. That has just
begun to happen, and I suspect
most of the infections that we
seeright now are aresult of those
kinds of interactions, rather than
in the closed groups,” Dr Kang
said.

“Everything about the trans-
mission of the virus is depend-
ent on the nature and length of
our interactions with other peo-
ple. And there is a lot that we ei-
ther do not understand, or are
unable to analyse because of lack
of adequate data. But this decline
innumbersin the last one month
is not inexplicable. It can be ex-
plained if we have good dataand
information,” she said.

Prof Agrawal pointed out that
the current decline in cases in
India were similar to what many
European countries had experi-
enced a few months ago.

“Take the case of Italy, for ex-
ample. There too, the disease
prevalence had not become so
widespread that we could have
begun talking about herd immu-
nity. But the cases had declined
very sharply. What we are see-
ing now (inlItaly)is aresurgence,
or a second wave. But it is not
necessary that every country or
region has to go through a sec-
ond wave of infections. If we are

careful, and tide over the next
few months, we can be hopeful
of abetter situation next month,”
he said.

Prof Kang said apart from fes-
tivals, the approaching winter
and the resultant increase in air
pollution could also be reasons
for concern.

“We do not yet fully under-
stand the correlation of the coro-
navirus epidemic with cold
weather. But there is a seasonal-
ity associated with the spread of
other kinds of viruses and infec-
tious diseases, and based on that
experience, it would not entirely
be out of place to suggest that the
spread of coronavirus might in-
crease during winter. We have to
be careful. Air pollution could be
a cause for concern as well. Bad
airis already a big reason for res-
piratory diseases, and coron-
avirus can complicate matters
further,” she said.

Bengal Governor

happened with Madan Ghorai
alias Kalipada, of village
Kanakpur in East Midnapore,
was "yet another horrifying in-
stance of dehumanising torture,
assault and death in custody™.
"There is outrage at such lawless-
nessin the state and outside, and
consequent to October 8 police
excesses, Balwinder Singh is al-
ready a poster boy for blatant hu-

manright violations in the state.”

The police have said that
Ghorai, a BJP booth vice-presi-
dent, wasinjudicial custody ata
correctional home, and notinits
custody, when he died. Ghorai
had been arrested from
Patashpurin East Medinipur dis-
trict on September 26 in connec-
tion with a kidnapping. The BJP
has demanded a CBI probe into
his death, which was reported on
October 13.

Earlier, on October 8, during
a scuffle between BJP workers
and the police at a march by
party workers to the state secre-
tariat Nabanna, the turban of
Balwinder Singh, a bodyguard
with a leader, had come off. The
BJP had accused the government
of hurting religious sentiments.

In his letter, the Governor said
there was growing resentment
among the people over the
"chaos" in the state. Asking
Mamata to ensure that the po-
lice and administration were
"politically neutral" and "ac-
countable", he said, "... sanitise
power corridors of non-state ac-
tors and ensure that SSA (State
Security Advisor) and Principal
Advisor, Internal Security, do not
boss over the statutorily struc-
tured police apparatus, thereby
reducing the DGP and other po-
lice officials to abject subordina-
tion and to insignificance".

Dhankhar also urged IAS and
IPS officials to be "politically neu-
tral", saying there could be con-
sequences for being "in breach of
conduct".

With the Governor's letter
just the latest in a long war of
words with the state govern-
ment, the ruling Trinamool ac-
cused him of singing the BJP
tune.

Indian shuttlers

trooped in through the turnstiles.

“Usually, we would be at the
stadium an hour before and
watch potential match-ups as
preparation. The biggest change
is we couldn't watch others’
matches as organisers did not
want players and support staff to
be anywhere near the specta-
tors,” says India trainer and
physio Kiran Challangundla.

“It’s not clear yet how the
virus behaves indoors. So we
made the safest choice...(But)sit-
ting in India you might get bet-
terangles! For us, it’s like a web-
cam — just one angle from one
side in a room outside the hall,”
he says.

While only three courts were
operational in the early rounds
as matches started last Tuesday
instead of Wednesday, other
changes became the normin the
tournament that ended Sunday.
A shuttle dispenser pushed out

New Delhi

birds from a rubber pipe. The
chair umpire sat for 2-3 matches
in a row. Line judges were
masked. Most significantly,
coaches -- only one per player --
were all mic-ed up so you could
hear their instructions.

Music had been ringing out
in the early rounds, even during
points. In-stadia sponsor banner
flexes had Danish product names
ondisplay in Chinese and Korean
--with an eye on the Asian mar-
ket. And testing followed a time-
line. “Once before we left, then
as soon as we entered the hotel
reception (during the tourna-
ment),” Kiran says.

Badminton’s resumption has
been hardly smooth after the big
comeback, Thomas Uber Cup,
was aborted due to withdrawals.
Scaling back, the Badminton
World Federation managed to
keep the Denmark Open on
schedule, more as a trial run than
a full-fledged show.

Unlike the IPL or the con-
stricting bubbles of early
German football, badminton has
eased the terms of consented
confinement a tad. So one could
step out and grab a meal or hop
off to a nearby grocery store, if
the organisers deemed it safe.

Stores in Odense never really
crowd up much, but in allowing
spectators, after Denmark tested
this in other indoor sports like
handball, the organisers walked
athinline of keeping players safe
--noone tested positive -- while
still letting in fans.

Masks have not been im-
posed outdoors but the rules are
strict about them in enclosed
spaces.

"Country-wise tables were
assigned during breakfast at the
hotel," said Ajay Jayaram, who
lost to finalist Anders Antonsen
in the first round. Of the four
Indian men -- the women chose
not to travel -- Srikanth managed
to reach the quarterfinals before
losing to World No. 2 Chou Tien
Chen.

In fact, soon after the pan-
demic broke out as early as
February, the Indians were the
first among athletes to travel to

the Philippines for the
Badminton Asian Team
Championship.

“Masks are important but [
have always insisted on face
shields during travel. Players can
only have warm beverages from
outside, if they must. And no
half-sleeves, the full body needs
to be covered in travel, plus sani-
tising hands every half hour. If
there’s no face shield, they need
towear specs or goggles at least,”
Kiran says.

Besides, the team hasn’tused
the common gym, while anyone
accessing warm-up areas is
masked. But Kiran is a little sur-
prised at how fit most shuttlers
still are. “They have done a de-
centjob, everyone was just eager
toresume,” he says.

Ed tech firms

including Tiger Global, General
Atlantic, Silver Lake, DST Global.

B Unacademy raised $153
million in September from
SoftBank, IIFL VC, Sequoia
Capital, General Atlantic, Nexus
Venture Partners and other in-
vestors.

W Higher education platform
Eruditus raised $113 million in
August from Naspers, Chan
Zuckerberg Initiative, Sequoia
Capital and other investors.

B Remote tutoring start-up
Vedantu raised $100 million in
July from Omidyar Network,
Tiger Global, Coatue
Management and others.

According to India Brand
Equity Foundation, with more
than 250 million school-going
students, there is a huge de-
mand-supply gap in the educa-
tion sector with an estimated
additional requirement of
200,000 schools, 35,000 col-
leges, 700 universities and 40
million seats in vocational train-
ing centres.

However, with increasing

Internet penetration,and a push
towards online education in the
backdrop of Covid, ed-tech com-
panies are expected to grow fur-
ther. According to Telecom
Regulatory Authority of India
(TRAI)data, India had 734.19 mil-
lion Internet users as of March
2020. A recent report by Cisco
has estimated that India will
have more than 900 million
users by 2023.

“Two key factors leading to
the investment in the ed-tech
sector are the availability of tech-
nology to educate and the big de-
mand supply mismatchin India.
The existing ratio of seats to stu-
dents who are eager to study is
not going to accommodate all of
them to colleges and the only al-
ternate form of mass education
is online media and that is gain-
ing traction,” said Narayanan
Ramaswamy, National Leader --
Education and Skill
Development, KPMG in India.

According to those tracking
the segment, a bulk of the funds
raised by ed-tech companies
have gone into marketing or in-
organic expansion. Last year,
Byju’s acquired US-based learn-
ing platform Osmo for $120 mil-
lionasapartofits plan to expand
globally. This was followed by the
biggest deal in the Indian sector
with Byju’s acquiring online cod-
ing platform WhiteHat]r for
$300 million. Byju’s rival
Unacademy has also picked up
smaller start-ups, including
PrepLadder, Kreatryx, CodeChef
and Mastree.

Additionally, while
Unacademy is one of the official
partners of IPL, Byju’s was said to
be in the race for the title spon-
sorship --as of now, Byju’s spon-
sors the pre-match and post-
match shows.

“Many investors are coming
with a profit motive but many
others are coming forward to
create animpact, i.e., tomake ed-
ucation more equitable,” said
Saiju Aravind, founder of Kochi-
based online education platform
EduBrisk, adding that his firm is
supported by “investors who
want to make education afford-
able and provide quality educa-
tion to people in general”.

Ramaswamy said the pan-
demic has taken care of initial
skepticism on how online edu-
cation will work. He said that
even after normalcy returns, the
sector will continue to grow. But
according to him, investment is
primarily in technology -- not
much is happening on infra-
structure.

In the higher education seg-
ment, too, several macro trends
such as skills becoming redun-
dant, along with high unemploy-
ment rates and a gap in deploy-
able skills, coupled with Covid,
have brought a new urgency to
the need for continuous learn-
ing.
Consultancy firm RedSeer
pointed out that with factors
such as relaxationin regulations
governing degrees, the online
higher education market is ex-
pected to grow to $5 billion over
the next five years, a 10-fold in-
crease fromits current size.

“If you have good school in-
fra then technology investment
adds some value but in a coun-
try like ours where there are is-
sues of teacher absenteeism and
variable quality, it can lead to a
huge jump,” said Naushad
Forbes, past ClI president, and co-
chairman of Forbes Marshall.

Of the $3.29 billion received
by India’s education sector as for-
eign direct investment (FDI) be-
tween April 2000-June 2020,
$2.12 billion was raised between
June 2015-June 2020.

The government, too, has
recognised the opportunity. In
the Budget speech for 2020-21,
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman had proposed set-
ting up of a “degree level full-
fledged online education pro-
gramme”.
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“‘THIS IS AN AIRSHED COVERING WHOLE OF NCR’

Air pollution not only Delhi problem but
pan-NCR one, need coordination: Javadekar

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 18

AIRPOLLUTION is not a problem
of Delhi and its corporations
alone but that of a big airshed
around it that includes the
National Capital Region (NCR),
Union Environment Minister
Prakash Javadekar said on
Sunday. Speaking through a
Facebook Live session, Javadekar
said the Centre and the four NCR
states have to work together to
tackle the problem.

“The first time I took charge
as environment minister, | held
a meeting with all (NCR) states
because this is not a problem of
Delhi, corporations... This is an
airshed and the airshed is big. It
includes Gurgaon, Faridabad,
Ghaziabad, Noida, areas of Uttar
Pradesh, Haryana and even
Alwar in Rajasthan,” said
Javadekar.

An airshed, in geography, is
defined as a region in which the
atmosphere shares common
features with respect to disper-
sion of pollutants; in other
words, a region sharing a com-
mon flow of air. Experts have

13 new Covid
cases in
capital prisons

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,0OCTOBER 18

FOUR INMATES and nine jail
staffers in the three jail complexes
of the capital have tested positive
for Covid-19 the previous week,
said officials Sunday.

The three jails, Mandoli, Tihar
and Rohini, had earlier been de-
clared Covid-free, buta few cases
have emerged since last month.
The number of active casesin the
three jails is presently 13. All in-
fected persons have beenisolated
and are being treated inside the
jail complexes. DG (Prisons)
Sandeep Goel said 88 inmates
have tested positive in the three
jails so far. Goel himself had tested
positive, but has recovered and
will rejoin work this week.

“InMay, we had made special
barracks for infected people and
started testing inmates regularly.
There are four active casesamong
the inmates. Over 82 inmates
have recovered and two died,”
said Goel. Over 10,000 inmates
are lodged in the jails now. After
the lockdown, 4,491 inmates
were either given interim bail or
emergency parole to decongest
the jails. Goel said over 215
staffers had tested positive, of
whom 206 have recovered so far.

Near Mayur Vihar Extension, Sunday. The capital’s air quality index improved within the
'poor’ category, with a reading of 254. Gajendra Yadav

said the measures taken to re-
duce air pollution in Delhi need
to be applied across NCR, which
shares the same airshed as the
capital.

Javadekar said the Centre has
taken a number of steps to re-

duce air pollution levels in Delhi-
NCR, including opening the pe-
ripheral expressway around the
capital which diverts non-Delhi
destined traffic away, and also
bringing in rules for manage-
ment of construction and demo-

lition waste, which can be a
source of dust if not handled
properly.

The minister said he holds a
meeting with ministers from all
NCR states once a year on pollu-
tion-related matters.

THE DAYS AHEAD
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Additionally, he said, "Cabinet
secretary holds a meeting once
(ayear), principal secretary also
holds it once, environment sec-
retary holds it twice, Central
Pollution Control Board (CPCB)
holds it three-four times every
three months, a task-force (on air
pollution)also holds meetings,"

Air quality improves marginally due
to strong winds, less stubble burning

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 18

AS FARM fires continued torise
in Northwest India, Delhi
recorded another day of ‘poor’
air quality but the percentage
share of stubble burning in PM
2.5 dipped slightly to 17% on
Sunday from 22% on Saturday.
The AQI value was 256 on
Sunday.

According to officials at SA-
FAR, the slight improvement in
air quality over the past two
days has been because of strong
surface winds which have
helped in the dispersal of pollu-
tants.

For the next two days, AQlis
expected to remain in the 'very
poor’ category.

"The forecast is for higher
wind speed for the next two
days, which will lead to better
dispersion of pollutants. But be-
cause the input levels of pollu-
tion are not decreasing, air qual-
ity will remain in the
higher-end of poor to the lower
end of very poor for next two
days," said an official.

The SAFAR model for fire
counts around Haryana and
Punjab said that between
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Saturday and Sunday morning,
over 1,230 fires were seen.
“Though fire emission has
increased and transport-level
wind direction is also
favourable, an increase in trans-
portlevel wind speed as well as
local Delhi surface winds are

In CR Park, Covid dampens
Pujo, sculptors hit hardest

ASHNABUTANI
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 18

EVERY YEAR, Govind Nath’s
workshop, located inside the
Kali Mandir complex in
Chittaranjan Park, would be
filled with idols — each 20-30
feet tall — sculpted by him and
his team of 12. This year, he sits
alone in the middle of seven sets
of idols, none taller than 5 feet.

His team, which travels from
Bengal four months before Durga
Pujaevery year, did not do so this
time as Nath (48) didn’t have
work for them. “Why would I call
them when I know I can’t pay
them?” he said, as he gave final
touches to the smaller idols.

He began making the idols a
month ago, by first creating the
structure with bamboo, steady-
ing it with straw, and sculpting
with clay. Once the sculptures
were dry, he painted them with
organic colours made frommul-
tani mitti and tamarind powder.

Besides the CR Park Kali
Mandir, he receives orders for
idols from areas such as
Faridabad, Kalkaji Extension and
Gurgaon. “In other years, idols
would be taken out of India as
well,” said Nath.

While the price of the idols
usually starts from Rs 40,000 —
with orders for 40-50 idols every

Govind Nath at his workshop inside the Kali Mandir
complex in Chittaranjan Park. Tashi Tobgyal

year — this year, the smaller idols
are priced around Rs 20,000. “In
aday or two, the idols will be fin-
ished,” Nath said, as he added
pleats to a red Banarasi saree
donned by his biggest Durga idol
this year for the CR Park pandal.
Even though the Delhi gov-
ernment relaxed the ban on
public gatherings, Durga Puja
will be low-key as there is a cap
0f 200 people in enclosed spaces.
“That is why most idols are 4-5
feet tall this time,” said Nath.
Hailing from Behala in
Kolkata, Nath’s family shifted to
Delhi’s Govindpuri when he was
achild. He said helearned the art
of sculpting from his father when
he was 10. The third-generation

sculptor said, “I am the only one
in my family who is still making
idols. It's not easy as there is a
great deal of responsibility.”
Meanwhile, celebrations at CR
Park are low-key with just one
pandal instead of the usual nine.
Sreebash Bhattacharjee, secre-
tary, CR Park Kali Mandir Society,
said, “We used to have idols that
were 18 feet tall. This year, itis just
aPujo, not a Pujo celebration.”
He added, “Bhog and prasad
will be delivered to homes of
those who register with the so-
ciety; the Anjali will be streamed
live on YouTube.” Only six people
will be allowed inside the pandal
at a time, including the organis-
ersand dhaki (drummer), he said.

likely to maintain the stubble
contribution in Delhi PM 2.5
around the same level. The SA-
FAR model estimate of stubble
burning share in PM 2.5 is 17%
for today. The percentage con-
tribution shown is relative to
the total concentration of PM

2.5 modelled for the day. Hence,
on a less polluted day, percent-
age share may appear higher as
compared to highly polluted
day butin absolute terms value
might be even same or less,” the
SAFAR forecast and analysis
said.

10-year-old boy found dead
at construction site in Noida

Noida: A 10-year-old boy was
found dead in an under con-
struction site in Noida's Sector
73 on Sunday.

According to police, the mi-
nor had been missing for the
past week. His body has been
sent for post mortem to deter-
mine the cause of death, police

said. "We received information
from a local that a boy's body
was found amidst rubble in an
under construction house in
Sarfabad... Once we ascertain
the cause of death, we can in-
vestigate accordingly,” said an
official from Sector 49 police
station. ENS

he said.

Through several such meet-
ings in the last five years,
Javadekar said the Centre has
drawn short-term, medium-
term and long-term plans for
controlling air pollutionin Delhi-
NCR.

Areview meetingis also held
on compliance to these plans
and this year over winter, 50
teams of the CPCB will also in-
spect violations of pollution con-
trol measures in the NCR. "In 100
other cities, we will do the same
work, which will result in the
Prime Minister's promise be-
coming true and in the next
three-four years, we will see a
good improvement in our air
quality," Javadekar said.

Air quality index (AQI) of
Delhi improved on Sunday
within the 'poor’ category, with
areading of 254, lower than 287
recorded on Saturday. As per a
forecast from the Central gov-
ernment's System of Air Quality
and Weather Forecasting and
Research (SAFAR) the AQl is ex-
pected to stay in the higher end
of 'poor’ to the lower end of
'very poor’ category for the next
two days.

Chandni Chowk
revamp: 6 more
arterial roads to
be beautified

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 18

ARTERIAL ROADS of Chandni
Chowk are set to be integrated
into the Chandni Chowk
Redevelopment Plan, officials
said. Following directions issued
by AAP MLA Imran Hussainin a
letter dated September 15, the
Public Works Department
(PWD) is surveying six arterial
roads — Nai Sarak, Ballimaran
Road, Gai Qasim Jaan, Rodgran,
Farash Khana, Lal Quan, and var-
ious inner streets leading up to
Chandni Chowk — for the pur-
pose of redeveloping them.

Officials said these roads
will be redeveloped on the lines
of the main stretch, wherein
overhead wires and pipelines
will be taken underground and
roads will be beautified. The
roads will be pedestrianised,
with CCTV surveillance and
WiFi connectivity also being
made available, they added.

Sanjay Bhargava, president
of the Sarv Vyapar Mandal,
Chandni Chowk, said, "Work
will begin once the estimates
are given to the Shahjanabad
Redevelopment Corporation
(SRDC). Most of these lanes are
historic, and lead to the main
stretch. So, they should be de-
veloped." Bhargava had previ-
ously suggested to the govern-
ment that other roads like
Esplanade Road and Bhagirathi
Palace Road also be integrated
into the plan.

The 1.3-km stretch from Red
Fort to Fatehpuri Masjid is set to
be ready by the first week of
November. With only minor
surface work pending, officials
said the project is in its final
stages and will be ready by the
deadline.
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Govt order to use
students funds to
pay salaries ‘illegal’:
DU principals’ body

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,0OCTOBER 18

THE CONFLICT between the
Delhi government and Delhi
University colleges funded by it
is on the rise, with the DU
Principals’ Association (DUPA)
calling a recent order by the for-
mer — to release staff salaries
from student society funds — “ir-
rational, arbitrary and illegal”.

There has been an extended
impasse between the Delhi gov-
ernmentand 12 DU colleges fully
funded by it. The colleges have
been unable to pay salaries to
their staff for several months —
many since May — and have at-
tributed this to the government
not releasing requisite funds.

In response, the government
began a special audit in six col-
leges and accused them of mis-
appropriating funds, stating the
colleges have funds in their stu-
dent society accounts.

On October 16, the govern-
mentissued an order instructing
the colleges to release all out-
standing staff salaries from stu-
dent society funds within two
weeks. It wenton to say it would
only pay any amount of salary
still pending after the student so-
ciety funds are exhausted and a
formal request is made.

The DUPA on Sunday said it
was “outraged” and “dismayed”
by the order, stating that asking
colleges to exhaust their student
society funds goes against stu-
dents’ interest. As the fund be-
longs to students and is accumu-
lated over years, DUPA said it is

“meant for activities suchas cam-
pus placements, skill enhance-
ment, career counselling and gen-
der sensitisation, meeting the
expenditure of students with spe-
cial needs, extracurricular activi-
ties, cultural functions and stu-
dent exchange programmes,
training women students for self-
defence and maintenance of
classroom infrastructure for
which no grants are available”.

The Delhi government re-
fused to respond to queries on
the matter.

DUPA added the order “will
completely stop activities for abil-
ity enhancement, soft skillslearn-
ing and promotion of cross-cul-
tural understanding among the
students so imperative for their
comprehensive personality de-
velopment”. Another issue that
has been brought up several
times by colleges after the Delhi
government began pointing at
student society funds is that pay-
ments cannot be made from
funds with a different purpose.

On Sunday, the DUPA stated
the order is outside the govern-
ment's jurisdiction: “UGCnorms
and guidelines mentioning
sources of income and expendi-
tureare binding on all institutions
of higher learning. These norms
stipulate that only approved
items of fee collected from stu-
dents can be taken into account
while releasing grants to colleges.
Any fund collected by the college
other than these approved items
of fee are treated as self-gener-
ated resources and are allowed to
be utilised for the purpose for
which they are collected.”

Water supply to be hit in East,
South, Central Delhi this week

New Delhi: Water supply will be
affected in parts of Delhi for the
next four to five days due to the
closure of the Upper Ganga canal
for annual maintenance, the
Delhi Jal Board said on Sunday.
The canal supplies around
270 million gallons of raw water
a day to the city. The flow from
the Upper Ganga Canal is reduc-

ing due to closure for its annual
maintenance, the DJB said in a
statement, and the production
of the Bhagirathi and Sonia Vihar
plants may get affected.

Areas that are likely to be af-
fected include parts of South,
East, Northeast and New Delhi
Municipal Council areas, the
statement added. PTI
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Post Graduate Programme for Executives for
Visionary Leadership in Manufacturing

PGPEX - VLM
A joint initiative of IIM Calcutta, lIT Kanpur, and lIT Madras
under the aegis of DIPP & MHRD, Govt. of India

ADMISSION FOR 15" BATCH COMMENCING
FROM APRIL 2021 AT IIMC

GRADUATE ENGINEERS with First Division/First Class marks from Class X onwards with
minimum 4.5 years to maximum 10 years work experience (for self-sponsored candidates)
or minimum 4.5 years work experience (for sponsored candidates with study leave) in
manufacturing, engineering, and related sectors. For further details and online application, visit

https://doms.iitm.ac.in/adm_vim/

Last date of submission of duly filled and signed online Application along with Application Fee of INR
3,500/- through the online portal is Sunday, November 08, 2020. Aptitude Test will be held on
Saturday, December 05, 2020, at FOUR cities, namely Kolkata, Mumbai, Delhi, and Chennai.
Shortlisted candidates will be called for Personal Interview (Pl) to be held on Sunday, December
20, 2020 at [IT Madras*. Selection will be based on academic records, work experience, and
performance inthe PI. For further queries, call +91 44 2257 4570 or email to vim@iitm.ac.in.

*The interview may be held online depending on the

circumstances and Government advisories.

New Delhi

CASHEWNUT PROCESSING SERVICE

We are processors of Raw Cashewnut in Karnataka at
Mangaluru - City with excellent Rail, Road &
Airport Connectivity
We offer 2 units with 125 Bag
Capacity per day

For your requirements of Raw Cashewnut Processing
—— Contact

9743443488 / 9845251224

Email: yajamanashashank8844@gmail.com

EX-SERVICEMEN CONTRIBUTORY HEALTH SCHEME (ECHS)
STATION CELL MATHURA

EMPLOYMENT NOTICE

1. ECHS invites applications to engage following staff on contractual basis in ECHS
Polyclinics noted against each for a period of 12 / 11 months, renewal for additional

period.
ECHS Medical Dental Dental : .
POLYCLINICS | Officer | Officer afm | Pharmacist | Safaiwala
Mathura 01 -
Aligarh 01 01 -
Hathras 01 01 01 01 01

2. For terms and conditions Qualitative Requirement, application forms and
remunerations kindly see the web site www.echs.gov.in For details please contact
/approach ECHS Cell, Station Headquarters Mathura No 0565-2470041 and email id
echsmathural@gmail.com . Working knowledge of computers and choice of ECHS
Polyclinic with reserve Polyclinics in order of priority is mandatory for consideration.
Last date of receipt of application alongwith photograph contact tele / mob number
/email and photocopy of testimonials, experience and medical fitness certificate is
02 November 2020. 3. Date of Interview of eligible applicants / verification of
documents will be intimated later. Candidates will bring original certificates, degree,
testimonials and experience certificate as applicable at the time of interview. (For Hindi
version advt see Amar Ujala (Agra & Aligarh Edition) dated 19 October 2020.

*Out of CTS Fund.
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THE CITY

3,299 CASES, 28 DEATHS ON SUNDAY

Expecting Covid spike, hospitals start
preparing toincrease beds, manpower

ASTHA SAXENA
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 18

ANTICIPATING A surge in the
number of Covid-19 cases in
Delhi, hospitals have started
preparations to boost infra-
structure and hire manpower to
accommodate patients. Earlier
this month, a high-level expert
committee led by NITI Aayog
member Dr V K Paul had said
city hospitals should prepare for
15,000 daily cases owing to a
spike in respiratory illnesses
with winter setting in along
with Covid cases.

On Sunday, the city reported
3,299 new cases and 28 fatalities,
taking the total count to 3,31,017
and the death toll to 6,009 in the
capital. There are 23,292 active

— BRIEFLY —

Doctors’ body
defers strike

New Delhi: The Municipal
Corporation  Doctors
Association has deferredits
strike in protest against
non-payment of salaries
that was to begin on
Monday “to avoid incon-
venience to patients and
considering the appeal of
the North MCD Mayor”.
The Association has stated
that if salaries are not paid
in a week they may be
forced to reconsider deci-
sion.

08 Metro
passengers
challaned

New Delhi: Delhi Police
has issued 98 challans to
Metro passengers for vio-
lating Covid-19 guide-
lines on Sunday. Police
said they conduct regular
checks at Metro stations
and catch passengers
who don’t wear face
masks and violate social
distancing norms. A sen-
ior police officer said that
1,903 Metro trains have
been checked in the last
four days.

Hydrogen-CNG
buses pilotrun
likelyon Tue

New Delhi: The pilot run of
50 Hydrogen-CNG fuel-
driven buses in Delhi is
likely to be launched on
Tuesday. The Indian Oil
Corporation and the Delhi
government had signed a
pact to set up a gas com-
pactreformer for this pur-
pose.ENS

CM thanks

shopkeepers

New Delhi: Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal on
Sunday thanked shop-
keepers from across Delhi
for joining the govern-
ment anti-dengue aware-
ness campaign '10 hafte
10 baje 10 minute". PTI

Covid testing on at Ashok Nagar on Sunday. Abhinav Saha

cases in the city, out of which
5,034 are hospitalised and
13,742 under home isolation.

The city has 15,704 beds ear-
marked for Covid patients, out of
which almost 68% are vacant.

Atthe Delhi government-run
Rajiv Gandhi Super Speciality
Hospital, work is on to augment
bed capacity. “With the changein
weather, we are expectinga surge
inthe number of daily admissions
due to Covid-19 as well. We al-
ready have 500 beds, and the plan
istoexpand itto 650 withina fort-
night. We have placed an order
with the PWD to purchase more
beds. We have also started the
process of hiring more man-
power," said hospital medical su-
perintendent Dr BL Sherwal.

DrRSRautela, medical direc-
tor of GTB hospital, said: "We al-
ready have 1,500 beds dedicated
for Covid-19 patients. There are
enough ICU beds, oxygen cylin-
ders and oxygen concentrators at
the institute. We will be request-
ing the government to add more

doctors and healthcare workers."

The expert committee, in its
report submitted to the Delhi
government, had listed three
reasons which may lead to a
surge in cases. “Winter months
that make respiratory illnesses
severe; patients may come from
outside from Delhi in large
numbers; patients coming from
distant areas are likely to be get
more serious. In addition, with
festival gatherings, there could
be a sudden rise in the cases,”
the report stated.

As per data uploaded on the
government's Delhi Corona App,
there are 1,261 ICU beds with
ventilators, out of which 540 are
vacant at the moment. There are
1,528 beds earmarked for non-
Covid patients, out of which
1,129 are occupied.

SPREADING AWARENESS

Ata cyclothon to promote ‘SMS’ (social distancing, masks and sanitisation) at Connaught Place Sunday. Gajendra Yadav

Vet arrested for
creating fake online
profiles for duping

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 18

A49-YEAR-OLD veterinary doc-
tor from Madhya Pradesh has
been arrested by the Delhi Police
for allegedly creating fake social
media profiles of people, includ-
ing IPS officers, and demanding
money from their friends and
relatives on the pretext of a med-
ical emergency.

Police said the accused,
Munnalal Mavasi, was arrested
from MP’s Satna. He allegedly
used two phones to make fake
IDs on Facebook. Recently, police
said he made a fake ID of Rajeev
Rawal, a senior IPS officer posted
in Nicobar, who he found on
Facebook. He allegedly con-
tacted Rawal’s friends and told
them he needs “money urgently
for an emergency”, and gave
them his account details.

The officer filed a complaint
at South Delhi’s Lodhi Colony po-
lice station on September 26
about the cheating case.

DCP (South) Atul Kumar

Thakur said, “The accused was
using the officer's name, photo
and other details from his social
media account to make it look
real. Details of this fake account
were verified and the location of
the user was found in Satna.”

The investigating team then
found several bank accounts
used by the accused for the
transactions. Police said they
have not been able to trace all his
fake accounts as the doctor
“used to format his mobile
phone regularly”. “We have
found only one fake account but
he confessed to making four at
least. Other fake IDs and data
have been deleted from the sys-
tem,” said a senior police officer.

DCP Thakur said, “As per his
preliminary account statement,
there are suspicious transactions
worth Rs 44,000.”

Police said the accused was
saving up money to open a hotel
and was working along with
two-three others who helped to
create fake IDs and cheat people.
They allegedly started targeting
random users before lockdown.

Fake doc held for
murdering woman,

dumping her body

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NOIDA,OCTOBER 18

AGHAZIABAD resident pretend-
ingtobe adoctor wasarrested in
connection with the murder of a
32-year-old woman on Saturday.
Police said the woman was al-
legedly murdered on September
7 by the accused, Ismail, and her
body was dumped in Haryana’s
Kurukshetra. The accused in-
jected a poison to allegedly kill
her after she insisted on staying
with him, police said.

“Haryana Police found a body
on September 8 near
Kurukshetra. The woman could
not be identified... The victim’s
family had reported her miss-
ing... and it was found to be the
same case. We zeroed in on the
accused and he confessed to
killing her over relationship
problems,” said Neeraj Kumar
Jadaun, SP Rural, Ghaziabad.

Ismail was running a clinicin
Dasnaareaand lived in the same
vicinity as the woman. Both
were married and lived with

their families. In June, the
woman approached the accused
over aminor ailment. Police said
they became acquainted and the
two used to visit each other.

Over the following months,
the victim insisted the two get
married and start living together
but Ismail kept stalling while giv-
ing her false assurances, said po-
lice.

In the first week of
September, Ismail told the
woman he would take her on a
trip to Chandigarh. Police said
the accused hired a car and
checked into a hotel in Paharganj
with the woman on September
6. However, he returned home
and told the victim he would
pick her up the next day, police
said. “He went back to his house
to build an alibi. When we later
questioned hotel staff, we found
the two had checked in under
their own names,” said Jadaun.

The following day, they
headed to Chandigarh. Near
Kurukshetra, he allegedly in-
jected the victim with the poi-
sonous substance.

‘PEOPLE WHO ARE THE BACKBONE OF THE CiTY ARE ALSO THE MOST OSTRACISED’

In journey through India, artist hopes to palnt with most marginalised

VANDANAKALRA
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 18

WHEN MOST of India was con-
fined at home, artist Shilo Shiv
Suleman was planning aroad trip
across the country toraise aware-
ness on how street art could bring
social change and draw attention
to the communities most mar-
ginalised during the lockdown.
On August 24, she embarked
on the trip in a red jeep from her
hometown Bengaluru to
Lucknow. When the 19-year-old
Dalit woman was allegedly gan-
graped in UP's Hathras by upper

caste men, Suleman was conduct-
ing a workshop on "desire” with
Muslim women in Lucknow.
The young woman became
part of their discussion and was
also on her mind when she was
painting two women holding
each other in an embrace at a
busy street in old Lucknow.
"Atamoment like now, when
thereis somuch traumaand fear,
for us to occupy public spaces is
radical. InUP, where people were
noteven being allowed to protest,
we were standing on the streets
and painting,” says the artist.
One of India's most promi-
nent street artists, as Suleman

(31) paints the portrait of another
Dalit girl who works as a waste-
picker in Delhi on the facade of a
Jor Bagh apartment building, she
underscores the disparities.
"During the lockdown, segre-
gation was not made an essential
service, so all the waste went
straightinto the landfillsand a lot
of women lost their livelihoods.
Several of them are migrants. The
unfortunate fact is that the peo-
ple who are literally holding the
backbone of the city and protect-
ing both the environment and
cleaning our spaces, who are
Muslim and Dalit, are also the
most ostracised," says Suleman.

Shilo with her creation at a building in Jor Bagh. Amit Mehra

Dip in positivity rate, new
cases, but testing falls too

ASTHA SAXENA
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 18

THE POSITIVITY rate in the cap-
ital has dipped over the last
month, indicating a minor fall
in daily Covid cases. Delhi saw
an average positivity rate of 6.1%
between September 19 and
October 3, which fell to 5.6% be-
tween October 4 and October
17.

According to experts, the dip
in positivity rate may be attrib-
uted to a significant reduction
in the total number of tests
done. “The spread of the disease
can be gauged by the number of
tests we are conducting, and the
areas where the tests are being
conducted. If we test on a pop-
ulation which has aless chance
of turning out to be positive,
then the positivity rate will be
low, even if the number of tests
conducted are on the higher
side. If the positivity rate is be-
low 5%, then we can say we are
ina comfortable situation,” said
Dr Jugal Kishore, head of com-
munity medicine, Safdarjung
Hospital and Vardhman
Mahavir Medical College.

Authorities  conducted
8,00,323 tests (RT-PCR and
rapid antigen) between
September 19 and October 3,
out of which 49,102 people
tested positive.

However, in the next two
weeks, a total of 7,10,072 people
were tested, out of which
39,788 tested positive.

Positivity rate is the percent-
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DAILY CASES OVER LAST MONTH

3,292

Oct1

1,947 325

1,849

Oct3
Oct5
Oct7
Oct9
Oct11
Oct13
Oct15
Oct17

CORONAVIRUS IN THE CAPITAL

TOTAL CASES Total Vacant
3 3] 0]7 HOSPITALBEDS | 15,704 | 10,597
= VENTILATORS | 1,261 539
Daily cases | Recoveries |Deaths | Tests
Oct 17 3,259 3,154 35 55,725
Oct 18 3,299 2,863 28 49,414
Total 23,292 3,01,716 6,009 |39,90,438

*Total active cases

age of people who have tested
positive for the virus among
those who have been tested.

It is the parameter which
helps calculate the severity of
the disease and can contribute
towards taking the required
containment measures for its
prevention.

“Over the last few weeks,
the number of cases, overall in
the country, are going down
and the recovery rate is also
reaching around 80-90%. This
shows the disease is receding,”
said Dr Kishore.

The number of fatalities

police

put in motion online
image revamp plan

MAHENDER SINGH
MANRAL
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 18

MONTHS AFTER opening an “IT
cell”, by appointing contractual
employees with abackgroundin
information technology and ex-
perience in handling social me-
dia, Delhi Police Commissioner S
N Shrivastava has directed all
DCPs to set up control rooms in
each district with dedicated staff
who will monitor messages re-
lated to their district and respond
to themin 24 hours.

Delhi Police launched the “IT
cell” inSeptember as a pilot proj-
ect for three months to keep tabs
onunlawful contentas well as to
give a makeover to their image
on social media.

A senior police officer said:
“They (‘IT Cell’) have also been
told to keep an eye on posts and
media reports related to police,
so they can flag it to the PRO in
case there is something adverse.
But it has been observed thatdis-
trict police sometimes are not re-
sponding on time and react only
after they have been tagged by
the Twitter handle of Delhi
Police.”

According to police, senior of-
ficers realised the importance of
setting up a social media control
team when they noticed some
people trying to tarnish the im-
age of the force.

“A few months ago, a 25-
year-old man died after he was
stabbed more than 28 times al-
legedly by three juveniles, who
were warned by the man against
performing bike stunts in his

She carefully wields her brush
tofinish the picture that hasaDalit
girl on one end and a Muslim
waste-picker on the other — they
have their palms outstretched,
holding up the city. Covid might
have reduced Suleman's specta-
torson the streets but curious by-
standers still stop by.

Assisting her, meanwhile, are
Dalit and Muslim women work-
ingwith Chintan, anenvironmen-
tal research and action group.

With murals spread across
Delhi — from Shaheen Bagh to
Okhla — Suleman recalls how it
was the 2012 gangrape case that
was the trigger for her move-

New Delhi

DCPs have been asked
to set up control rooms
in each district with
staff who will monitor
messages and respond
to them in 24 hours

area. The incident took place on
July 8 in West Delhi’s Raghubir
Nagar and police apprehended
all the accused before the video
went viral. Some people tried to
give it a communal spin, but the
issue was resolved after timely
intervention of district police
concerned,” a senior officer said.

Asenior police officer said the
decision to set up a social media
control room was recently taken
by the police chief, following
which JCP Devesh Srivastava and
DCP Manishi Chandra were
asked to execute it in coordina-
tion with the other DCPs.

“A few days ago, a video con-
ference meeting was held where
all DCPs and Additional DCPs
were called by Shrivastava (check
spelling) and Chandra. They were
briefed about social mediaimage
impact through several exam-
ples. The objective of havinga so-
cial media control room s to give
responses in real time and to
change the image of Delhi Police
on social media. All DCPs have
been asked to respond within 24
hours,” an officer said.

Following the meeting, each
district police has set up their
own control room after appoint-
ing two or three police person-
nel.

ment, The Fearless Collective. "
was in Delhi when the protests
broke out and all of us went out
onto the street," she recalls.

The environment of insecurity
led her to put up a poster on the
Internet with the words 'l never
ask for it', and she invited others
to respond with an artwork.

The overwhelming response
encouraged Suleman to take to
the streets to paint her thoughts
with the members of her collec-
tive, who are now spread across
the world, as are murals painted
by Suleman — which includes a
portrait of Bubbli Malik, a trans-
gender riding a motorcycle in

have also fallen over the last one
month.

The average number of
deathsrecorded in the first two
weeks was 38, which has
dipped to 36 in the last two
weeks.

Similarly, the average active
number of cases in the city has
also witnessed a dip in the last
one month.

“If the positivity rate contin-
ues to dip further and comes
down to 5%, and fatality rate is
also dipping, then the graph of
the disease will certainly move
down,” said Dr Kishore.

Counsellors
to reach out
to homeless
addicts

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 18

DELHI'S CAMPAIGN against drug
and substance abuse will see
counsellors reach out to home-
less addicts where they stay.

AIIMS  Professor  Atul
Ambekar introduced the project
during the launch of the cam-
paign by Delhi Women and Child
Development Minister Rajendra
Pal Gautam Sunday. The new
project aims to enhance treat-
ment and rehabilitation services
for underprivileged homeless
people who have been affected
by drugs. Services for de-addic-
tion and counselling will be pro-
vided to the affected people at
their place of stay, he said.

In a separate project, a state-
ment issued by the government
said, the focus will be on profes-
sional cab drivers. “Professional
cab drivers, who are among the
prominent groups highly suscep-
tible to alcohol misuse, will be
sensitised on harms and conse-
quences of misuse, repercussions
of drunken driving and about the
myths and facts related to alcohol
consumption,” the statement said.

Experts from IHBAS, AIIMS
and the Regional Resource
Training Centre should be utilised
for capacity building, it added.

Representatives fromdifferent
organisations, including Professor
Ambekar, AIIMS, Dr Deepak from
[HBAS, Gautam Manon, DSLSA,
and Dr Rajesh, SPYM/ Regional
Resource Training Centre pre-
sented a plan whereby coun-
selling centres willbe set up at the
11 districts courts by DSLSA.

Rawalpindi, and a mural of two
gay men holding each other in
Beirut.

Even as she completes the
mural in Delhi, she notes how al-
most a decade since she began
raising concerns through her
work in public, not much has
changed. "It's been eight years
since the 2012 incident, but the
question is when does this end,
when will there be a shift in the
narrative," says Suleman. Her
next stop is Jaipur, where she will
work with gay men, followed by
Bengaluru, where she will once
again be painting with essential
workers.
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Siliguriin north Bengal —

PREPARING GROUND

AMID THE poll campaign in Bihar, the BJP is stepping up its
activities in West Bengal, which goes to polls next year. Before
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s visit to the state later this
month, party president ] P Nadda will be on a daylong visit to
where the party says it has achieved
an edge — on Monday. He will start the day by garlanding the
statue of Panchanan Barma, a reformer from Cooch Behar.
From there, Nadda will go to offer prayers at the Anandamayee
Kalibari Temple. He will address a press conference and then
meet representatives of various communities. Nadda’s visit,
party leaders said, is expected to give a morale boost to work-
ers to start an intense campaign.

CPI(M

CONFLICTING IDEAS

THE OCCASION of the centenary of the formation of the Indian
Communist party seems to have created yet another wedge
between the CPM and CPI. In a conversation with Malayalam
writer Paul Zachariah, CPM general secretary Sitaram Yechury
has said the decision to split from the CPI to form the CPM was
“right and inevitable” without which the Communist move-
ment wouldn't have survived post Emergency. Irked by this,
CPI general secretary D Raja asked Yechury to “introspect”
about what happened in West Bengal. “Do not think whatever
)does is right,” Raja has said.

QUESTION HOUR

AFTER ISSUING statements on the steps taken by the Centre
on air pollution since the Narendra Modi government came to
power, Union Environment Minister Prakash Javadekar has
now taken to Facebook under #AskPrakashJavadekar — he an-
swered questions on the issue of air pollution on the platform.
Most of the discussion remained restricted to air pollution in
Delhi NCR and reiteration of the steps his Ministry has taken.

Confident Khadse will
remain with BJP: Patil

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI,OCTOBER 18

THERE WAS intense speculation
on Sunday over disgruntled BJP
leader Eknath Khadse’s decision
to cut off ties with the party.
Media reports and Khadse’s in-
teraction with NCP leaders, in-
cluding Home Minister Anil
Deshmukh in Jalgaon last week,
forced state BJP president
Chandrakant Patil to make a
statement that he was hopeful
that the senior leader would not
leave the party.

“I am confident that Eknath
Khadse, whois our senior leader,
will remain with the BJP. Anyone
resigning from the party sends

Chandrakant
Patil

his resignation to me, as[am the
president of the party in the
state,” he told mediapersons.

“Moreover, I am confident
that Eknath Khadse will not do
any such thing,” he added.

Khadse has been disgruntled
with the BJP after he was forced
toresignasaministerin2016 on
corruption charges.

“I have not resigned from
BJP,” he told the media on
Sunday. He refused to divulge his
future plans.

BJD MP accuses TV
channel reporters
of harassing her

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 18

AGAINST THE backdrop of BJP
vice-president Baijayant Jay Panda
alleging an attack on freedom of
expression after Odisha police
questioned a reporter of OTV, a
channel owned by his family, B]D
MP Chandrani Murmu has justi-
fied the police action.

The journalist, Ramesh Rath,
was questioned and his mobile
phone seized in connection with
acaserelated to the alleged circu-
lation of a morphed video of
Murmuwhen she was contesting
the general election.

In a video message, the tribal
MP from Keonjhar said, “l am an
unmarried tribal lady and the
youngest MP in India who has
been mentally harassed and tor-
tured by OTV reporters and oth-
ers who viraled a morphed, ob-
scene video of mine, with the
malicious intent to defame, harass
and mentally torture me.”

Accusing Panda of interfering
inthe police investigation, Murmu
said, “After this tragicincident, the
police during investigation ar-
rested a junior reporter of OTV
along with others. The OTV junior
reporter named Ramesh Rath as
the perpetrator of the crime. But

Chandrani
Murmu

when the police questioned the
perpetrator of the crime OTV re-
porter Ramesh Rath yesterday
(October 15),0TV and their own-
ers Jagi Panda and Jay Panda are
trying to save himby claiming that
this is an attack on OTV and its
journalists by the government.”

Panda had earlier alleged that
the police action was prompted
by a news report against the gov-
ernment. In a series of tweets he
had stated, “Serious allegations by
activists (with RTI accessed avia-
tion documents) that Odisha CM
Naveen Patnaik faked an August
31 helicopter aerial survey of
flooded districts....Reporterwho
broke news...arrested...”

Inan official statement, Odisha
police have denied the allegations
and said their probe is legitimate.
“Police arrested three persons in-
cluding OTV reporter Simanchal
Patra.. Simanchal Patra has stated
that it was under instructions of
his then boss Mr Ramesh Rath
that he forwarded the obscene
video.”

Pawar meets farmers in flood-hit Punjab Cabinet
areas, says will seek PM help

MANOJMORE
PUNE,OCTOBER18

NCP PRESIDENT Sharad Pawar on
Sunday toured the flood-hitareas
of Osmanabad and Latur districts.

Arriving around 10 am at
Tuljapurin Osmanabad districtin
Marathwada area ona helicopter,
Pawar wasted no time in visiting
flood-ravaged farms in a handful
of villages and interacting with
farmers. After reviewing the situ-
ation in the district, Pawar said
heavy rain has wreaked havoc in
the fields and the farmers needed
long-term help.

“Farmers have been hit badly
by the heavy rain. The damage
cannot be compensated in a day.
There is need for long-term help.
However, the state government
has its limitations while extend-
ing financial assistance. We will
have to approach the Central gov-
ernment for assistance,” Pawar
told reporters.

Consoling farmers who lost
their entire standing crop in two
talukas of Tuljapur and Lohara,
Pawar said, “The floods have hit

NCP chief Sharad Pawar with farmers in Osmanabad. Express

farmers not only in Osmanabad
district, but in several parts of
Maharashtra the situation is simi-
lar.Iwill pursue theissue toget help
for farmers as early as possible. In
view of the enormity of the dam-
age, the state government alone
willnotbeable toshoulderthe bur-
den. We will need help from the
Centre. I will lead a delegation of
MPs to meet the Prime Minister to
discuss the issue... The Prime

Minister hasalready expressed the
view thatfloods have caused heavy
damage in Maharashtra,” he said.
State minister Sanjay Bansode, MP
Omraje Nimbalkarand otherlead-
ers were present.

Interacting with farmers in
Lohara and Omerga talukas,
Pawar said, “In 1993, thousands of
lives were lost in these areas fol-
lowing an earthquake. People
here battled severe odds torebuild

Sonia: Indian democracy passing

through its most di
:

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 18

IN A scathing attack on the gov-
ernment, Congress president
Sonia Gandhi on Sunday said that
Indian democracy was passing
throughits “most difficult phase”.

She was addressingameeting
of AICC general secretaries and
state-in-charges presided over by
her. This was the first meeting of
Congress general secretaries and
state in-charges that the party
president chaired aftera majoror-
ganisational reshuffle last month.

Sonia said the BJP-led dis-
pensation has attacked the foun-
dation of India’s agrarian econ-
omy by bringing in “three
anti-agriculture black laws”.

“A conspiracy has been
hatched to defeat the gains of the
green revolution. Lives and liveli-

%%

‘Conspiracy
hatched to
defeat the
gains of the
green
revolution’

hoods of crores of farm labour-
ers, leasehold farmers, small and
marginal farmers, toiling labour-
ers and small shopkeepers are
under attack. It is our solemn
duty to join hands to defeat this
sinister conspiracy,” she said.
The Farmers’ Produce Trade
and Commerce (Promotion and
Facilitation)Bill, 2020, the Farmers
(Empowerment and Protection)
Agreementof Price Assurance and
Farm Services Bill, 2020 and the
Essential Commodities
(Amendment) Bill, 2020 were re-
cently passed by Parliament.

icult phase

Subsequently, President Ram Nath
Kovind gave his assent to the Bills.
The Opposition led by the
Congress, along with many farm-
ers’ organisations, have been vo-
cal against the legislation, claim-
ing that they will harm the
interests of farmers and benefit
corporates. The government has
claimed the new laws would in-
crease the income of farmers.

Onthe government’s handling
of the pandemic, Sonia said the
country was pushed into the
“abyss” by “sheer ineptitude” and
“mismanagement”.

The Congress president
claimed that the government
has simultaneously “demol-
ished” the economy.

She also accused the govern-
ment of failing to honour even its
Constitutional responsibilities,
saying the share of GST compen-
sation is being denied to states.

Nath refers to BJP nominee
as ‘item’ B]P complams to EC

IRAM SIDDIQUE
BHOPAL,OCTOBER 18

AMID THE campaigning for the
bypolls to 28 Assembly seats in
Madhya Pradesh, state Congress
chief Kamal Nath on Sunday trig-
gered a furore by referring to BJP
leader Imarti Devi as an “item”.

The ruling BJP has lodged a
complaint with the Election
Commission over Nath's remark,
saying that it insulted the
woman leader. The Congress
has, meanwhile, said Nath did
not name the BJP leader.

Addressing a gathering in
Dabra in support of Congress
candidate Suresh Raje, the for-
mer CM said Raje is a simple
man who will carry out develop-
ment work “unlike her..."”.

“Ye unke jaise nahi hai... kya
haiuskanaam” (Heis not like her,
what is her name),” Nath asked
the crowd which responded by
saying BJP candidate Imarti Devi's
name. “You know her better than
[ do, you people should have
warned me beforehand... ye kya

Kamal Nath atarallyin
Gwalior district. P11

item hai... kyaitem hai,” said Nath.

“Suresh Raje and I will work
together for the development of
Gwalior-Chambal region, we
will work for the youth of this re-
gion and chalk out a new policy
for the farmers,” he said.

Imarti Devi, state cabinet
minister for Women and Child
Development, was one of the 22
MLAs who resigned in March,
bringing down the Kamal Nath-
led government in Madhya
Pradesh. She subsequently
joined the BJP and is now a party
candidate for the bypoll in Dabra,

aseatreserved for SC candidates.
Soon after Nath made the re-
mark, the BJP approached the
Election Commission, calling the
remark an insult to women as
well as the SC community.
Chief Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan called Nath’s comment
on Imarti Devi an insult of a
daughter and sister of the
Gwalior-Chambal region.
Speaking at a gathering at
Gwalior region, he said, “Imarti
Devi has her roots in Gwalior and
Chambal and belongs to a
Scheduled caste. She has worked
hard and risen from being a
labourer to an MLA and then a
minister. Who gave you the right
to insult a person coming from a
humble background?” Out of the
28 seats going to bypolls, 16 are in
the Gwalior-Chambal region.
Congress  spokesperson
NarendraSalujaclaimed that Nath
has not taken Imarti Devi’s name
in any of the speeches he made.
“He said ‘kya item hai ye’ and did
not take Imarti Devi’s name. It is
the BJPwhoisaddingImarti Devi’s
name and insulting her,” he said.

theirlives.lam confident they will
overcome this situation,” he said.

Aggrieved farmers urged him
toensure they get the compensa-
tionasearly as possible. “We need
at least Rs 25,000 compensation
immediately to carry out rabi
sowing. If the government is go-
ing to conduct panchanamas of
the damaged farms, it will take at
least six months... it will be diffi-
cultfor us tosurvive if compensa-
tion is not given immediately,” a
farmer said — several others
echoed the view.

Reacting to Pawar’s announce-
ment that he would lead a dele-
gation of MPs to the PM, state BJP
chief Chandrakant Patil said, “First,
let them conduct a survey of the
damaged caused, prepare amem-
orandum and then approach the
Centre. They have nothing ready
with them and are trying to place
the demand.”

Pravin Darekar, Opposition
leader in Legislative Council, said,
“When Shiv Sena was with BJPin
government, Uddhav Thackeray
used to make similar demands...
he should actimmediately rather
than wait for panchamanas.”

BJP slams Cong
over Tharoor
remarks on
pandemic
management

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 18

HITTING OUT at Congress lead-
ers for their criticism of the gov-
ernment's handling of the pan-
demic in comparison to
neighbouring countries, the rul-
ing BJP on Sunday alleged that
the Opposition party’s leaders
were demeaning the country on
international platforms.

Targeting Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi, BJP spokesperson
Sambit Patra called him “Rahul
Lahori”and asked him if he
wanted to contest elections in
Pakistan.

Patraalso criticised Congress
MP Shashi Tharoor for his re-
marks on the handling of the
pandemic, accusations of target-
ing of Muslims in the wake of the
Tablighi Jamaat gathering and
the treatment meted out to peo-
ple of the Northeast in a virtual
address to Lahore Think Fest.

Addressing reporters, Patra
said, “We in BJP will start calling
him Rahul Lahori and hence-
forth I too will address Rahul
Gandhi as Rahul Lahori. A debut
rally for him has already been
done in Pakistan by Tharoor. Are
you going to contest election in
Pakistan?”

He also alleged that the
Indian National Congress would
soon become Pakistan National
Congress. “They give a ticket to
Jinnah's supporter.I want to ask,
why isit necessary? Why would
you cry about India in Lahore?
We have no doubt that Rahul
Gandhi hates India,” said Patra.

Patra’s remarks came two
days after Union minister and BJP
MP from Begusarai Giriraj Singh
accused the Congress of fieldinga
“sympathiser of Mohammad Ali
Jinnah” in the Bihar polls —
Congress's Jale candidate Maskoor
Usmani was the AMU students’
union president when the cam-
pus was caught in a controversy
overaportraitof Jinnah at the stu-
dents’ union office where it has
been hanging for decades.

authorises CM
for any decision
onfarmlaws

KANCHAN VASDEV
CHANDIGARH,OCTOBER 18

AHEAD OF a two-day special
Assembly session, beginning to-
day, to discuss and counter the
three central farm laws, the
Punjab Cabinet Sunday autho-
rised Chief Minister Capt
Amarinder Singh to take any leg-
islative or legal decision he may
deem fit without “caring for the
consequences”.

The Cabinet meeting was held
after a meeting of the Congress
Legislature Party (CLP) in which
the MLAs unanimously stressed
the need to reject the farm laws
even if Centre “dismisses” the
state government. Sources said
the during the two meetings,
Cabinet ministers as well as the
MILAs, asked Amarinder not to shy
away from any confrontation with
Centre.

“Amid total consensus
among Punjab Congress MLAs
on the need to reject the farm
laws outright and not imple-
ment them in the state, Chief
Minister Amarinder Singh on
Sunday called for a frontal attack
against the legislations, even as
he was authorised by his coun-
cil of ministers to take any leg-
islative/legal decision he may
deem fit to protect the interests
of the farmers,” said a govern-
ment statement.

Asource, privy to the develop-
ments in the two meetings, said,
“The narrative was to find away to
ensure that two types of mandis
(private and government) should
not exist in the state. The Centre’s
laws provide for setting up of pri-
vate mandis. The ministers wanted
the CM to ensure that alegislation
is brought through which Punjab
refuses to allow any private man-
distobe set upin state.”

The source added that the gov-

Congress not double-faced:
Punjab CM ahead of special
Assembly session

ernment was working on this line
while trying to ensure that the
farmers feel that the Congress dis-
pensationis on their side. Several
MLAsalso suggested that the leg-
islation should not allow any pri-
vate trader to procure farmers’
produce at rates below MSP and
if anyone was caught doing so,
they should beimprisoned for one
year and fined Rs 5 lakh.

In the meetings, Congress
leaders reminded Amarinder of
the stand he took during his pre-
vious tenure on sharing water
with neighbouring Haryana. “It
was during his previous tenure
that Punjab had annulled water
sharing accords, creating history.
He (Amarinder) can do the same
(with the three central farm
laws),” said a Congress leader,
adding that the government had
been working on the lead given by
AICCpresident Sonia Gandhitoall
party ruled states asking them to
explore legal provision under
Article 254(2)of the Constitution
of India. The provision allows a
statelaw to prevail over a conflict-
ing central law in some circum-
stances.

Takingadigat the SAD, the CM
said the Congress was not “dou-
blefaced” and hadaclearstand on
theissue. He said contrary towhat
the BJP and its leaders had been
claiming, Punjab was never con-
sulted on farm legislations.

UP govt will act against
those who are threat to
women security: CM

MAULSHREE SETH
LUCKNOW, OCTOBER 18

FACING HEAT over incidents of
crimes against women in the
state, Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath on
Sunday said that his government
will soon launch a special drive
to take “legal action against all
those who are a threat to
women’s security or those in-
dulging in corruption in welfare
schemes for women”.
During a webinar on women
security and empowerment, the
Chief Minister said society needs
to accept the challenge of safety
of women. “Earlier, there used to
be no suchincidents as there was
abeliefin the village that ‘gaon ki
beti, sabki beti’ ( a daughter of the
village is everyone’s daughter).
Aaj hum log kahan ja rahe hain?
Kyun gaon ki beti ke sath gaon mein
hi atyachar ho raha hai... yeh
prashna ek sabhya samaj ke
saamne ek challenge hai auris chu-
nauti ko humsabko sweekar karna
hoga(Where are we going today?
Why atrocities are being commit-

Yogi
Adityanath

ted on daughters of the village
within the village? This question
poses a challenge to our society,
and everyone has to accept this
challenge),” Adityanath said.
Appreciating the efforts of a
gram pradhan from Barabanki
district who told the CM that a
special meeting is held every
week in her village where men
are sensitised about women'’s is-
sues, Adityanath said that such
moves should be encouraged.
He called for installing CCTV
cameras and playing bhajans
and patriotic songs every morn-
ing and evening on public ad-
dress systems in the villages.
The Education Department
has been told to start a pro-
gramme to link “shiksha” (edu-
cation) with “sanskar” (good cul-
ture) as part of the Mission
Shakti campaign that was
launched on Saturday, he said.

Indian, Chinese officials attend SCO yoga event

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
BEIJING, OCTOBER 18

SENIOR OFFICIALS from Indiaand
China as well as diplomats from
various countries on Sunday took
partin a yoga event organised by
the Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation (SCO), which is also
setto hold key meetings of the top
leaders of the eight-member
group.

The  SCO  comprises
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Russia,
China, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan, India
and Pakistan.

Indian Ambassador to China
Vikram Misri along with SCO
Secretary-General Vladimir
Norov, Chinese People's
Association for Friendship with

Foreign Countries (CPAFFC) chair-
man Lin Songtian, and Deputy
Chairman of SCO Committee for
Good Neighbourliness, Friendship
and Cooperation Cui Li attended
the event.

Diplomats from all the SCO
countries, including Pakistan, took
part in the cultural events which
included a demonstration of
Chinese martial art Tai Chi and
cultural events of member coun-
tries besides yoga.

The SCO events are assuming
significance as the virtual summit
of the SCO Heads of the State be-
ing hosted by Russia is scheduled
to be held on November 10 in
which Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Chinese President Xi
Jinping is set to take part.

It will be followed by the SCO

SCO Secretary-General Vladimir Norov, in Beijing. P1i

Heads of the Government being
hosted by India which is planned
to be held on November 30.

Chinese Premier Li Kegiang is
scheduled to take part. It is yet to
be decided if the meeting will be

New Delhi

virtual, officials said.

Addressing the gathering on
Sunday, Misri said, “Indiais anew
member of the SCO but our asso-
ciation with the countries of the
SCO Family dates back centuries
and even millennia in some
cases.” He said India has assumed
the Chairmanship of the SCO
Council of Heads of Government
this year and is hosting the meet-
ing of SCO premiers next month.

“We are playing a constructive
roleinenriching the agenda of the
SCO and many initiatives pro-
posed by Indiain the fields of eco-
nomics and trade, start-ups,
health care, S&T and culture have
been supported by SCO mem-
bers,” Misri said. “Today’s event is
yet another indication of yoga’s
global appeal. Itisa partof India's

contribution to strengthening cul-
tural cooperation among SCO
countries. | have been greatly im-
pressed with the fervour with
which Chinese people across the
country practice yoga,” he said.
In his address, Norov said de-
spite the pandemic affecting the
activities of the SCO, under the
presidency of Russia, alot of work
has been done to implement the
plans and priorities that were
identified for this year. “In the ab-
sence of regular face-to-face
meetings, the Organisation’s ac-
tivities quickly adapted to the new
realities with the use of new for-
mats and platforms of work, im-
portant meetings at the level of
Ministers and heads of key agen-
cies and departments were held
inonline format,” he said.
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Actor is in hospital
after testing positive

WEST BENGAL
‘Soumitra’s
health condition
improving’

Kolkata: Veteran actor
Soumitra Chatterjee’s
health condition is im-
proving gradually and the
octogenarian is speaking
a few words, opening his
eyesaswell asresponding
toverbal commands, doc-
tors said on Sunday. The
thespian’s oxygen satura-
tion has been consistent,
his organs are functioning
normally and all other pa-
rameters are fine, they
said. The critically ac-
claimed actor was admit-
ted to the hospital here on
October 6 after he tested
positive for Covid-19.

PTI

MAHARASHTRA

Six held for
lynching ‘mobile
phone thief’

Thane: Six people were
arrested after an alleged
mobile thief was lynched
in Bhiwandi in Thane dis-
trict on Sunday, police
said. Bhiwandi Zone II
DCP Rajkumar Shinde
said the incident hap-
pened in a godown in
Parasnath Complex in
Wallpada area. “Around
4am, three people
sneaked into the godown
and stole mobile phones
of three workers... While
fleeing, one of them fell
from a first floor canopy
and was beaten by those
present. They also called
the police and together
rushed him to hospital,”
said Shinde. The man,
identified as Bharat Sai,
later succumbed to hisin-
juries. ENS

UTTARAKHAND
8-year-old
injuredin
leopard attack

Pithoragarh: An eight-
year-old boy was injured
after he was attacked by a
leopard inside the com-
pound of his house in
Pithoragarh district, a for-
estofficial said on Sunday.
Theincident took place in
Paur village of the district
late on Saturday evening,
Forest Range Officer
Dinesh Joshi said. Devraj,
who hails from Nepal,
was walking in the com-
pound of his house when
he was attacked by the
leopard. The animal fled
after the boy’s family
members and other vil-
lagers raised an alarm, he
said. Patrolling has been
intensified in the area, he
said. PTI

- Ballia shooting main accused

arrested in Lucknow: Police

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW,OCTOBER 18

THREE DAYS after a 45-year-old
farmer was shot dead in the
presence of administrative and
police officials at a village in
Ballia during the allotment of a
ration shop, the Uttar Pradesh
Special Task Force (STF) on
Sunday said they arrested the
main accused Dhirendra Pratap
Singh in Lucknow.

According to police sources,
Dhirendra, a close of aide BJP
MLA Surendra Singh, was ar-
rested at the Janeshwar Mishra
Park in the state capital in the
early hours of Sunday.

With Dhirendra’s arrest, a to-
tal of 10 people, including
Dhirendra’s two brothers —
Devendra and Narendra - have
been arrested in connection
with Thursday’s incident.

“Dhirendra will be brought to
Ballia where he will be pre-

Main accused Dhirendra
Pratap Singh will be
presented before a
magistrate in Ballia. P11

sented before a magistrate,” said
ADG (Varanasi Range) Braj
Bhushan said.

“Of the 10 people arrested so
far, five were named in the FIR.
Five others, who were not

named in the FIR, have also been
arrested based on evidence col-
lected during the investigation.
Three of the accused named in
the FIR are still absconding,” the
ADG added.

Earlier, DIG (Azamgarh
Range) Subhash Chandra Dubey
had announced a reward of
Rs 50,000 on each of the accused
named in the FIR. Police sources
said the accused — so far, booked
under Gangster Act — could be
also charged under the stringent
National Security Act (NSA).
However, senior police officials
said a final decision on invoking
NSA against the accused is yet to
be taken.

The family members of the
Jai Prakash Pal, the deceased,
welcomed news of Dhirendra’s
arrest.

“His arrest has come as a re-
lief to us. But Dhirendrais a ‘dab-
bang’ (strongman). We fear for
our security,” the brother of Jai
Prakash Pal said, as he de-

manded stringent punishment
for those guilty.

The family has also de-
manded Rs 50 lakh in assistance
and a government job.

Meanwhile, BJP MLA
Surendra Singh, who had backed
the main accused, saying that
Dhirendra fired in self-defence,
said that he has been called to
Lucknow by the BJP leadership.
“I have been called by the party
leadership in Lucknow and not
summoned, as reported by some
news channels. [ will hand over
all documents pertaining to the
case, which are with me, to (UP
BJP chief) Swatantra Dev Singh,
and brief him about the entire
matter,” PTI quoted the Bairia
MLA as saying.

The BJP legislator, known for
making controversial remarks,
had earlier accused the admin-
istration of acting in a partisan
manner in the case and de-
manded a CB-CID probe.

-WITHPTIINPUTS

MP liquor deaths: 1 cop suspended, 2 shifted

IRAM SIDDIQUE
BHOPAL,OCTOBER 18

THE LIQUOR tragedy in in
Madhya Pradesh’s Ujjain has
triggered a shake-up at the top
level of the district’s police
set-up.

While Ujjain Superintendent
of Police (SP) Manoj Singh and
Additional SP Rupesh Kumar
Diwedi were transferred to
Bhopal, City Superintendent of

SUSHANT DEATH CASE

Police (CSP) Rajnesh Kashyap
was suspended on Sunday.

The action against the three
police officers came after Chief
Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan
called a high-level meeting to
lookinto the deaths of atleast 12
people, most of them labourers,
after drinking illicit liquor.

Asenior government official
said the CSP was suspended after
he failed to raid the dilapidated
building of the municipal corpo-
ration from where the liquor was

NCB arrests brother of
Arjun Rampal’s partner

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI,OCTOBER 18

THE NARCOTICS Control Bureau
(NCB)has arrested a 30-year-old
South African national Agisilaos
Demetriades, who is the brother
of actor Arjun Rampal’s partner
Gabriella Demetriades, in a
drugs case lodged following ac-
tor Sushant Singh Rajput’s death
inJune.

Demetriades was arrested
late Saturday from a resort in
Lonavala, said NCB officers. “On
the basis of a tip-off, we laid a
trap at the resort in which he was
staying with his fiancée. He was
arrested and 0.8 gm of charas
was seized from him,” said an of-

ficer. Later, a search was carried
out at hisresidence in Mumbai's
Khar from where Alprazolan, a
banned tablet, was recovered,

the officer added.
Demetriades, booked under
the Narcotic Drugs and

Psychotropic Substances Act,
was on Sunday remanded in po-
lice custody for two days. He was
represented by lawyer Kushal
Mor in Killa court.

The NCB said Demetriadesis
a part of a larger syndicate and
supplied narcotics to peddlers
who were in touch with actor
and Sushant’s girlfriend Rhea
Chakraborty and her brother
Showik.

This is the 23rd arrest made
in the case, said NCB.

Hindu outfit worker stabbed
over stove price row in UP

Meerut: A30-year-old member of
the Hindu Jagran Manch (HJM),
affiliated to the RSS, was allegedly
stabbed by a local councillor and
two unidentified others in
Bulandshahr’s Kakod town on
Saturday night after analtercation
over the price of a gas stove.
Councillor Nafis hasbeen arrested
while others are at large.

The victim, identified as Rahul
Kumar Jaiswal,was taken to a lo-
cal hospital from where he was
transferred to a Noida hospital. His
condition is said to be stable.

Police said Jaiswal was ac-
costed by a drunk Nafis and oth-
ers while he was returning home
in Kakod at night. The accused
cornered Jaiswal near a bank,
stabbed him 10 times and fled,
said police.

“Nafis has been arrested while
the hunt is on for two unidenti-
fied persons. Nafis and Jaiswal re-
cently had a row over price of a
gas stove which Nafis had bought
from the shop,” R B Singh, in
charge of Kakod police station,
told The Indian Express. ENS

being sold, despite six deaths be-
ing reported on Thursday.

“There were six deaths re-
ported by 5:30 pm on Thursday
but the place was only raided at
3 am with a delay of about 10
hours,” said this official.

On Saturday, two constables,
Shaikh Anwar and Nawaz
Kharakaun, were also named as
accused in the sale of spurious
liquor, along with the three main
accused—Yunus, Sikander and
Gabbar—who worked as parking

contractors for the Ujjain
Municipal Corporation. The po-
lice have booked the three boot-
leggers under the National
Security Act. Their contract has
now been suspended.

Deputy Municipal
Commissioner Subodh Jain has
alsobeen transferred along with
additional assistant commis-
sioner KC Agnihotri. Besides, ac-
tion has been taken against two
constables of the excise
department.

ELGAAR PARISHAD

Stan Swamy
moves special
court for bail on
medical grounds

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI,OCTOBER 18

STAN SWAMY, the 83-year old
Jesuit priest and tribal rights ac-
tivist, arrested by the NIA earlier
this month in the Elgaar
Parishad-Bhima Koregaon case,
approached a special court last
week seeking interim bail on
medical grounds.

The plea referred to the
guidelines by Maharashtra gov-
ernment’s high-powered com-
mittee — appointed on the direc-
tions of the Supreme Court -
recommending decongestion of
jails during the Covid-19 pan-
demic. It also stated his suscep-
tibility to the virus given his age
and other health conditions.

The NIA, however, opposed
the plea on Saturday. “Accused
Stan Swamy, under the garb of
the current situation on account
of the global pandemic, is trying
to take an undue benefit of the
situation... in seeking bail...” it
said in its reply to the bail plea.

It added that Swamy and 15
others booked in the case have
been charged of serious offences,
including the Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act, where punish-
ment can extend to life in jail.

Claiming there was adequate
evidence to prove the case
against him, the agency has also
submitted that while the com-
mittee’s guidelines recommend
considering grant of interim bail
to undertrials above 60 years of
age, the same cannot be granted
mechanically. The court will hear
Swamy’s bail plea on Tuesday.

Naval version of BrahMos
test-fired successfully

SUSHANT KULKARNI
PUNE,OCTOBER 18

ANAVAL version of the BrahMos
supersonic cruise missile was
successfully test-fired on Sunday
from the Navy’s indigenously-
built stealth destroyer INS
Chennai, hitting a target in the
Arabian Sea, said the Ministry of
Defence.

The missile hit the target
with pin-point accuracy after
performing high-level and ex-
tremely complex manoeuvres,
the MoD said in its official state-
ment on Sunday.

It also said the BrahMos as
the “prime strike weapon” will
ensure the warship’s “invincibil-
ity” by engaging naval surface
targets atlong range and making
the destroyer a lethal platform.

While versions of the missile
have been in India’s arsenal for
long, the weapon system is con-
tinuously upgraded and updated
with new hardware and soft-
ware systems. These upgrades
necessitate periodic tests.
Scientists from the Defence
Research and Development
Organisation (DRDO) said in
every such test of a specific vari-
ant of the BrahMos, different pa-
rameters were examined. For
each test, additional hardware
and software systems were ex-
amined based on inputs from
the user, and against more com-
plex targets under different at-
mospheric conditions, they
added.

Last year, DRDO, Air Force
and BrahMos Aerospace
conducted two separate
successful tests; one each
from land, air platforms. File

Scientists also said test re-
sults and observations were cru-
cial inputs not just for calibrat-
ing the system, but also for
advancement and upgrade. The
present supersonic version
could reach a speed of 2.8 times
that of sound (2.8 Mach) and hit
atargetat arange of around 450
km, and a hypersonic version of
the missile, capable of reaching a
speed of 5 Mach was being de-
veloped.

Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh congratulated DRDO,
BrahMos and the Navy for the
successful launch. Dr G Satheesh
Reddy, chairperson of DRDO,
congratulated scientists and all
the personnel of DRDO,
BrahMos, Navy and the industry.
He said the BrahMos missile will
add to the capabilities of the
Armed Forces in many ways.

Commissioned in 2016, the
indigenously-designed Kolkata-

LOCKDOWN-HIT SCHOOLS FIND WORKAROUNDS IN TECH, BUT CHALLENGES REMAIN

Classes under trees; lessons on WhatsApp, TV as schools go on

IRAM SIDDIQUE
SEHORE,OCTOBER 18

UNDER A neem tree in Ambdo
village in Sehore district about
90 km from Bhopal, 25 children
sat on a bright red tarpaulin
sheet spread on the ground ona
recent Saturday, as 51-year-old
primary school teacher Kamla
Gaur hooked her cell phone up
to aloudspeaker - which crack-
led tolife with ‘Ek chatur kauwe
ki kahani’.

From a rope tied above the
children’s heads, hung drawings
of the chatur kauwa - the cunning
crow. “These stories are my
favourite,” said nine-year-old
Deepika Korku, busily sketching
the crow putting pebbles in the

vase of water.

With 91.56 lakh government
school students of Classes 1 to 12
shut out of classrooms by the
Covid-19 pandemic, the Madhya
Pradesh government has refor-
matted the curriculum forall sub-
jects into hour-long audio and
video clips that are shared on
WhatsApp, and broadcast on All
India Radio (AIR) and
Doordarshan. The video links
have been designed and curated
by a team at the Rajya Shiksha
Kendra, the state’s Education
Department, and are sent in ac-
cordance withatime table - thus,
Mondays are for math lessons,
Tuesdays for science, and
Wednesdays for languages.

Every teacher has been asked
to create a WhatsApp group of

LOCKDOWN
LESSONS

their students at the village level.
The links are sent to the teachers
at 10 am, and the teachers share
them with students on their
WhatsApp group. The clips for
older students of Classes 9-12 are
aired on Doordarshan at 10 am;
for younger children, there is the
state government's Dakshata
Unnayan program on AlR.

But in villages like Ambdo -
with a total 125 households of
mostly Korku and Barela tribals -
mobile phones, radio or a TV set
are not universally accessible.

Fifteen-year-old Neha Mehra
whowantstobe anIAS officerone

‘Mohalla’ class under a neem tree in Sehore’s Ambdo
village. iram Siddique

day, said the single mobile phone
at home has to be shared among
four siblings — that too only on
days their father does not have to
go out of the village, taking the
phone. Neha said she had heard

of the classes on TV, but could not
find the channel. According to
numbers provided by the state
government, 50,000 WhatsApp
groups have been created, con-
necting about 12 lakh students.

BrahMos as
a ‘standoff
@ range weapon’

EXPLAINED

CRUISE MISSILES like the
BrahMos are a type of sys-
tem known as “standoff
range weapons”, which
are fired from a range suf-
ficient to allow the at-
tacker to evade defensive
fire from the adversary.
These weapons are in the
arsenals of most major
militaries in the world.
BrahMos Aerospace was
setupin 1998 with the
aim to build such missiles.

class stealth-guided missile de-
stroyer, the INS Chennai is de-
signed to carry the BrahMos sur-
face-to-surface missile system,
thus giving the ship the capabil-
ity to strike shore-based and
naval surface targets.

An amalgamation of the
names of Brahmaputra and
Moskva rivers, the BrahMos is
designed, developed and pro-
duced by BrahMos Aerospace, a
jointventure company set up by
DRDO and Mashinostroyenia of
Russia.

Various versions of the
BrahMos, including those that
can be fired from land, warships,
submarines and Sukhoi-30
fighter jets, have already been
developed and successfully
tested in the past.

But daily views of the links sent
over the messaging platform do
not cross 6-7 lakh.

The numbers of those access-
ing the lessons on TV are lower.
Santosh Dhanawde, a middle
school teacher in Narsullahganj
block under which Ambdo falls,
said many children do not have a
TVathome; also, power cutsarea
problem. Itisin this situation that
the classes like the one under the
neem have become popular. The
loudspeaker mounted on the
thickest branch of the tree was
paid for by the panchayat, an ini-
tiative taken entirely by the vil-
lagers, Dhanawde said.

“Now”, said primary school
teacher Gaur, “the students have
begun to enjoy the sessions so
much that they often ask for a
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For first time in 4 months,
no Covid death in Haryana

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
CHANDIGARH, OCTOBER 18

HARYANA REPORTED no coron-
avirus-related death on Sunday,
the state’s first zero Covid-19 fa-
tality day in four-and-a-half
months, even as its caseload in-
creased by 952. The recovery rate
of patients, meanwhile, reached
92.21 per cent, according to the
health department’s daily bul-
letin.

“The Haryana health depart-
ment is happy to announce that
nodeathdue toCovid-19 hasbeen
reported today (24-hour period),”
Additional Chief Secretary
(Health) Rajeev Arora said.
“Earlier, it was on June 6 that no
death due to the virus was re-
ported. Whileitis heartening, yet
there is no room for complacency
and the state health department

will remain proactive and alert till
thereis a solution,” he added.

Meanwhile, with 952 fresh
cases, the infection tally in the
staterose to 1,50,033 Sunday. NCR
districts Gurgaon (249 new cases)
and Faridabad (177 new cases) led
the tally of fresh infections in the
last 24 hours, even as the remain-
ing districts are witnessing a sub-
stantial decline in numbers. The
recovery rate in Gurgaon and
Faridabad is 89.82 per cent and
94.94 per cent, respectively.

According to the state’s bul-
letin, there were 10,042 active
Covid patients out of whom 9,829
were active for less than 11 days
while 213 patients were active for
longer duration. The number of
critical patients in Haryana came
down to 200 out of whom 169
were onoxygen support while 31
patients were on ventilator
support.

Bainsla, 33 others booked
for Covid norms violation

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
JAIPUR,OCTOBER 18

ADAY after the Gujjar mahapan-
chayat in Bayana in Rajasthan’s
Bharatpur, the Rajasthan Police
have booked community leader
Kirori Singh Bainsla and 33 oth-
ers for not taking prior permis-
sion from the district adminis-
tration for the large gathering
amid the pandemic.

The FIR lodged at Bayana po-
lice station states that about
2,500-3,000 people had gath-
ered for the mahapanchayat
over their six demands related to
reservation.

It states that the organisers
neither took permission, nor
provided any undertaking or re-
quest with the District Collector.
It further states that only up to
100 people are allowed to gather
after taking permission.

Ahead of the mahapan-
chayat, District Magistrate
Nathmal Didel had issued a no-
tice stating that a meeting of up
to 100 people may be held while
following Covid guidelines after
obtaining permission from the

story to be repeated. It is because
of such programmes that the
tribal children are comfortable in
Hindi.” In villages like Ambdo,
teachers have been encouraged to
hold “mohalla” classes for stu-
dentsingroupsof 10,headed by a
volunteer identified as a
“Shikhshadoot”. The volunteers
have their own cell phones to
show students videos and clarify
their doubts — however, one cell
phone among 10 children often
means the screens are too small
and the lessons barely audible.
To solve the problem, Asaram
Solanki, headmaster at Ambdo,
tried to arrange equipment such
as mics and portable Bluetooth
speakers. And when that seemed
too expensive, aninnovative alter-
native was found with an old,

Kirori Singh
Bainsla

district collector.

The FIR has been lodged un-
der IPC Sections 188 (disobedi-
ence to order duly promulgated
by public servant), 269 (doing an
act likely to spread the infection
of any disease dangerous to life)
and 270 (malignant act likely to
spread infection of disease dan-
gerous to life) as well as sections
of the Disaster Management Act,
2005, and Rajasthan Epidemic
Diseases Ordinance, 2020.

On Saturday, the community
leaders gave an ultimatum to the
Ashok Gehlot government in
Rajasthan to either accede to
their demands, including reser-
vation for the community in re-
cruitment, or face a large-scale
agitation beginning November
1. Withdrawal of old cases
against community leaders and
members — lodged following
their protests — is one the de-
mands.

in MP
rigged-up DVD player.

Lokesh Jatav,Commissioner of
Rashtriya Shiksha Kendra, con-
ceded that nothing could replace
in-person education in school.
However, there has been an in-
creased effort from parents to al-
low their cell phones to be used
and open up their homes and
temples to hold these mohalla
classes, he said.

Many villagers like Dayaram
Kalme have given their cell
phones not only to their own chil-
dren but also to others in the
neighbourhood. “Jis tarah se
bachche padh rahe hain, ummeed
hai ki kuchh banjayenge.(The way
the children are studying gives me
hope for them),” said Kalme,
whose two children go to these
mohalla classes every day.
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Police: Five
Maoists shot
in Gadchiroli

VIVEKDESHPANDE
NAGPUR,OCTOBER 18

IN A major encounter with
Gadchiroli police, five Maoists,
including four women cadres,
were killed in the Kosmi-Kisneli
forest at Dhanora tehsil on

Sunday afternoon, said
Superintendent of Police Ankit
Goyal.

The operation was led by
Additional SP (operations)
Maneesh Kalwaniya, his first af-
ter taking charge. He told The
Indian Express: “The encounter
started around 4 pm when the
C60 commando party of
Gadchiroli police was doing an
area domination exercise in the
area. The first round of fire came
from the Maoists. Our men retal-
iated. The exchange happened
for about 45 minutes, killing at
least five Maoists, four of them
women. No police personnel
was injured.”

“Our parties are still search-
ing(the area)and there could be
more casualties on the Maoists’
side,” Kanwaliya said.

The Additional SP added:
“We have also recovered five ri-
fles, including an INSAS rifle,
from the spot. Alot of other ma-
terial was also recovered but de-

TWOMAOISTSKILLED
INTELANGANA

Hyderabad: Two Maoists
were killed in an exchange of
fire with the police in
Mulugu district of Telangana
on Sunday. According to the
police, the two members of
aMaoist squad were killed in
a gunbattle with special po-
lice teams that were comb-
ing aforest areain Mangapet
mandal of that district. Some
weapons have been seized
from the spot, a senior offi-
cial said. PTI

tails are still being confirmed.”

He also said there was a gath-
ering of about 40 to 50 Maoists
at the spot. “They belonged to
Tipagad Dalam, Platoon 15 and
Company 4 of CPI (Maoist),” he
added.

With this, the total number
of Maoist casualties in 18 en-
counters this year has gone up to
nine so far. Three police person-
nel have also been killed.

The police have recovered
seven bodies after such encoun-
ters, while two other deaths
have been confirmed from
Maoist literature recovered a few
months ago.

166 from govt-run schools
in Chhattisgarh clear NEET

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
RAIPUR,OCTOBER 18

ATOTAL of 166 students from the
state-run Prayas and Sankalp
schools in Chhattisgarh have
cleared the National Eligibility
cum Entrance Test (NEET), an of-
ficial said Saturday. Of them, 26
are from Bastar and 5 are from
Bijapur—districts affected by Left-
wing extremism.

“Of the 166 who cleared the
exam, 38 are girls froma state-run
residential school in Raipur,” said
Shammi Abidi, director of the
state’s tribal welfare department.
“Besides, 34 students from Naxal-
hit Dantewada and 15 from

Jashpur, who are being provided
education under other initiatives
have also cleared NEET.”

Of the five children from
Bijapur, three are from distant vil-
lages and were studying under the
state government-run ‘Choo Lo
Aasmaan’ classes, which help
meritorious students prepare for
competitive exams after class 10.

Children of tribal farmers,
these aspirants are now waiting
for the counselling sessions forad-
missions to medical colleges.

Seema Bhagat, one of these
five students, said, “I want to
work for AIIMS and being from
Bijapur, it was just a dream. But
now, lam closer to achieving my
dream.”

Mar Thoma church head
Joseph Mar Thoma dead

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
THIRUVALLA,OCTOBER 18

JOSEPH MAR Thoma
Metropolitan, the primate of the
Malankara Mar Thoma Syrian
Church, died early Sunday at a
private hospital here after bat-
tling cancer, church sources said.
The 90-year old head of the
Marthoma communitywas un-
der treatment for pancreatic can-
cer and breathed his last around
2.30 am, hospital sources said.
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi condoled the death of th
spiritual leader, saying the
Metropolitan was a remarkable
personality who served human-

ity and worked hard to improve
the lives of the poor.

“His Grace the Most Rev. Dr.
Joseph Mar Thoma Metropolitan
was a remarkable personality
who served humanity and
worked hard to improve the lives
the poor and downtrodden. He
was blessed with abundance of
empathy and humility. His no-
ble ideals will always be remem-
bered. RIP,” Modi tweeted

The Prime Minister had on
June 27 inaugurated the 90th
birth anniversary celebrations of
the Metropolitan.

Kerala CM Pinarayi Vijayan
said the demise of the
Metropolitan was not only aloss
to the church but to society.

Territory row snowballs into violence at Mizo-Assam border

Four injured in clashes, Centre to hold video meeting with Chief Secys today, Assam CM dials PMO and Mizoram counterpart

ABHISHEK SAHA
GUWAHATI,OCTOBER 18

AT LEAST four people were in-
jured and several temporary
shops and huts were burnt down
inaterritory dispute betweenres-
idents of border districts in Assam
and Mizoram on Saturday
evening, officials said. They added
that both states had approached
the Centre regarding the issue.

A press statement by
Mizoram Home Department
said a video conference will be
held on Monday between the
Union Home Secretary and Chief
Secretaries of Assam and
Mizoram.

This is the second such dis-

pute between residents of the
two states this month. Saturday's
violence broke out between res-
idents of Lailapur village in
Assam's Cachar district and resi-
dents of localities near Vairengte
in Mizoram's Kolasib district.
On Sunday, the Mizoram
Cabinet held anemergency meet-
ing over the issue. Chief minister
Zoramthanga tweeted, “I sincerely
request everyone to maintain
peace and to kindly not bypass
any administrative proceedings.”
Assam Chief Minister
Sarbananda Sonowal Sunday ap-
prised the Prime Minister's
Office and Union Home Ministry
about the prevailing situation at
the border. Sonowal also spoke
over the phone with his

Security personnel and officials at the site. Twitter/Zoramthanga

Mizoram counterpart
Zoramthanga and discussed the
issue. He said in a statement that
there may be differences but that
these must be settled through
dialogue.

Floodwaters have receeded from this Hyderabad street, leaving behind slush and debris. AP

Three die as second wave
of floods hits Hyderabad

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
HYDERABAD, OCTOBER 18

AFRESH spell of overnight heavy
rain caused flooding on Sunday
in parts of the city and left three
people dead in separate rain-re-
lated incidents just days after it
witnessed one of the worst del-
uges in recent times following
unprecedented downpour, po-
lice and civic officials said.

Atleast three people, includ-
ing two children, died in rain-re-
lated incidents over the past 24
hours, police and civic officials
said.

Afive-year-old girl died early
Sunday in a wall collapse while
a four-year-old boy died after
falling in a pit at a construction
site which was filled with rain
water and a middle-aged man
was electrocuted on Saturday

No festive cheer at Ahmedabad

locality known for Ravan e

VAIBHAV JHA
AHMEDABAD, OCTOBER 18

AT KHANWADI locality at
Ramol in Ahmedabad, a house
with the inscription “Ya Allah,
Ya Mohammed” lies deserted,
its gates locked. A few goats are
tied to the main gate of the
white single storey house, while
inside the bounday wall, layers
of dust have enveloped dis-
carded furniture and an old mo-
torcycle is gathering rust.
Usually this time of the year,
Khanwadi, a small settlement
with 1,000 households, brims
with colourful effigies of Ravan
and other Hindu mythological
demons, often 10 to 12 feet in
height. The effigies are then
stuffed with fire-crackers and
burnt on Dussehra at different
public venues in Ahmedabad
and other cities of Gujarat.
Neighbours, resting on their
charpoys under the afternoon
sun, lament that their mood has
been dampened ahead of the
festive season as the “Ravan wa-
ley”, have not come this year.
“Ravan waley”, as the owners

Vaibhav Jha

The house of Ali family in
Khanwadi is locked.

of this house are popularly
known, is a family of effigy-mak-
ers from Agra of Uttar Pradesh
who comes to Ahmedabad
every year for four months dur-
ing Dussehra. The family that has
been into this profession for
three generations is touted as the
biggest effigy-makers in Gujarat.
However, breaking a tradition of
35 years, this year, the family is
not coming to Ahmedabad.
Speaking to The Indian
Express over the phone, 45-year-
old Sharafat Ali, the patriarch of
effigy-making family from

igies
ig

Kiraoli in Agra of Uttar Pradesh,
says that he will not do any busi-
ness this year. Every year during
August, Ali with his two sons-
Mohsin and Tohsin, wife and
mother arrive at his house in
Khanwadi. They also bring along
35-40 workers from their village
to assist them in effigy-making.

“I'made calls to my clients in
Gujarat and some of them were
willing to give me contract this
year but the state government
did not give permission. My fam-
ily has been into the profession
of effigy-making for three gen-
erations. My late father came to
Gujarat for the first time in 1985.
For 35 years, we have been mak-
ing effigies for events... every sea-
son, we build at least 50-60 effi-
gies. However, this is for the first
time that I will notbe able to visit
Khanwadi,” said Ali.

The family is hopeful that by
next year they will be back in
Ahmedabad. “My two sonsarein
college in UPand come every year
to assist me. I would like them to
continue the family profession.
We will soon visit our Khanwadi
house.” FULL REPORTON

www.indianexpress.com

evening, they said even as the
Met office forecast more rain till
October 21.

The latest spell of rain since
Saturday evening led to lakes
and other water bodies over-
flowing with water inundating
several low-lying areas, includ-
ing parts of the city affected last
week, here and on the outskirts,
they said.

A total of 37,409 families
were affected in various locali-
ties and ration kits and blankets
were being distributed among
them, a release from Greater
Hyderabad Municipal
Corporation (GHMC) said.

Meanwhile, bodies of two
people, including a seven- year-
old boy and a 32-year-old man,
who were washed away in
Gaganpahad area here and in
Sangareddy district following
heavy rain, were found Sunday, a

police official said.

Heavy rainfall early last week
had wreaked havocin parts of the
state, including the city, claiming
over 50 lives and leaving hun-
dreds of houses in low-lying ar-
eas under sheets of water. The
state capital bore the brunt as a
depression dumped the heaviest
rain(nearly 20 cm)since 1916 for
October on Tuesday and triggered
flash floods. The rain abated since
Wednesday with the flood wa-
ter receding in most parts while
the government in a preliminary
estimate had pegged the losses
atover Rs 5,000 crore.

Since Saturday night, how-
ever, several parts of the city and
neighbouring districts again
were battered by torrential rain
with Saroornagar in Rangareddy
district recording the maximum
of 16.9 cm and Hyderabad
Airport 7.2 cm.

According to Kolasib Deputy
Commissioner H Lalthangliana,
three people were injured in the
violence. “One of them s critical
and is under treatment at a hos-
pital,” Lalthangliana told The

Indian Express. He said the vio-
lence broke out after some peo-
ple from Lailapur started pelting
stones at Mizoram police per-
sonnel deployed near the border
and residents in the area.

“In turn, Mizoram residents
mobilised and went after them.
There is no clear line indicating
the Assam-Mizoram border in
some areas. According to an
agreement between govern-
ments of Assam and Mizoram
some years ago, status quo should
be maintained in no man’s land
inthe border area. However, peo-
ple from Lailapur broke the sta-
tus quo and allegedly constructed
some temporary huts. People
from Mizoram side went and set
fire on them,” he said.

In Assam, Cachar
Superintendent of Police BL
Meena told The Indian Express,
“Thereis tension right now — but
things are under control. One per-
son has been injured on Assam
side. There has been no casualty
— but fake news is circulating
about it on social media.”

Assam ADGP (Law & Order)
GP Singh told The Indian Express,
“The issue has been taken up
with the Government of India.
Hopefully, it should be settled
soon. Special DGP (Border) has
been advised to visit the affected
area.”

On October 9, a similar scuf-
fle had broken out on the border
of Karimganj (Assam) and
Mamit (Mizoram) districts.

Human Dignity
Day: Pandurang
Shastri Athavale’s
birth centenary to
be observed today

EXPRESS NEWS
SERVICE
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 18

FOLLOWERS OF Swadhyay
Movement will observe
October 19 as Human
Dignity Day in memory of
spiritual leader and social re-
former Pandurang Shastri
Athavale.

This year, followers of the
Swadhyay Movement, which
Athavale, also known as
Dadaji, founded and the
Swadhyay Parivar organisa-
tion will observe his birth

centenary.
The social reformer was
awarded the Ramon

Magsaysay Award for
Community Leadership in
1996, the Templeton Prize for
Progress in Religion in 1997
and India’s second highest
civilian honour, the Padma
Vibhushan, in 1999.

The Human Dignity Day
was first celebrated in 1990.

e-Tender Notice

e - Tender Notice, e-tender is invited on
Behalf of the President of India for the under
mentioned work: SL.No. 01 Name of the
work with its location: Electrification and
Power supply arrangement for Extension
and modification of officer club, sports
complex, left over electrical work of (G+5)
Tower and new sub station patliputra Rail
Parisar at Digha. e-Tender No.
EL/C/N/MHX/ETEN/79/20-21 ~ SI.No. 02
Approx. Cost of the work: Rs.
1,05,36,294/- Sl.No. 03 Earnest money
and tender Document cost to be
deposited: Rs. 2,02,700/- and Rs. Nil
respectively. SI.No. 04 Date and time for
closing of tender: 04.11.2020 up to 12:00
Hrs. SL.No. 05 Website particular and
notice board location where complete
details of tender can be seen and
address of the office from where the
tender form can be purchased etc:
Tender can be down loaded from IREPS
website: www.ireps.gov.in and detailed
can be seen from the notice board at
CEE/CON/ Mahendrughat office,
CAO/CON/ECR office Complex,
Patna-04.
DyCEE/CON/North/ECRly./ SPJ
PR/778/CON/Elec/T/20-21/52

Stay protected from Corona

Wear your mask properly
Frequently wash your hands with soap

NO CARELESSNESS
UNTIL THERE IS A CURE

CANCELLATION / PARTIAL CANCELLATION /SHORT TERMINATION/

SHORT ORIGINATION/RESCHEDULING/DIVERSION OF TRAINS

of the Kisan Agitation:-

Train No. & Name

Itis notified for the information of all concerned that Railways have decided to Cancel /
Partially Cancel / Short Terminate/Short Originate/Reschedule/ Divert following
Passengers Special Trains / Puja Special Trains/Cargo Parcel Express Trains in view

CANCELLATION OF SPECIAL TRAINS

Date of cancellation
(from the Originating Station)

02425/02426 New Delhi-Jammu Tawi-New Delhi Rajdhani Special

19.10.2020 to 20.10.2020

02053/02054 Amrtisar - Haridwar - Amritsar Express

20.10.2020 to 21.10.2020

22439/22440 New Delhi-Shi Mata Vaishno Devi Katra-New Delhi Vande Bharat Exp.

19.10.2020

02462 Shri Mata Vaishno Devi Katra-New Delhi Express

19.10.2020 to 20.10.2020

02461 New Delhi -Shri Mata Vaishno Devi Katra Express

20.10.2020 to 21.10.2020

02011/02012 New Delhi- Kalka-New Delhi Shatabdi Express

19.10.2020 to 20.10.2020

Train No. & Name

02029/02030 New Delhi-Amritsar-New Delhi Shatabdi Express

CANCELLATION OF PUJA SPECIAL

19.10.2020 to 20.10.2020

Date of cancellation
(from the Originating Station)

Train No. & Name

Short Terminate at/
Short originate from

02422 Jammu Tawi-Ajmer Express 20.10.2020
02421 Ajmer-Jammu Tawi Express 21.10.2020
02231 Lucknow - Chandigarh Express 20.10.2020
02232 Chandigarh - Lucknow Express 21.10.2020
04887 Barmer - Rishikesh Express 20.10.2020
04888 Rishikesh - Barmer Express 21.10.2020
04519/04520 Delhi Jn. - Bathinda - Delhi Jn. Express 20.10.2020
02471/02472 Shri Ganganagar - Delhi Jn. - Shri Ganganagar Express 20.10.2020

PARTIAL CANCELLATION OF SPECIAL TRAINS

Partially Cancelled

between Stations

Date of cancellation
(from the Originating Station)

02903 Mumbai Central-

at Ambala Cantt.

Ambala Cantt.-

of 17.10.2020 to

Amritsar Golden Temple Mail Amritsar 18.10.2020
02904 Amritsar-Mumbai from Ambala Cantt Amritsar- 19.10.2020 to
Central Golden Temple Mail | from Ambala Cantt. Ambala Cantt. 20.10.2020
02925 Bandra Terminus- A | Ambala Cantt.- of 18.10.2020 to
Amritsar Special at Ambala Cantt. Amritsar 19.10.2020
02926 Amritsar- from Ambala Cantt Amritsar-Ambala 20.10.2020 to
Bandra Terminus Special rom Ambala Lantt. Cantt. 21.10.2020
02715 Nanded-Amritsar ) New Delhi- of 18.10.2020 to
Sachkhand Express at New Delhi Amritsar 19.10.2020
02716 Amritsar-Nanded f New Delhi Amritsar- 20.10.2020 to
Sachkhand Express rom New Delhi New Delhi 21.10.2020

03307 Dhanbad-Firozpur Spl.

at Ambala Cantt.

Ambala Cantt.-Firozpur

of 17.10.2020 to 18.10.2020

03308 Firozpur-Dhanbad Spl.

from Ambala Cantt.

Firozpur-Ambala Cant

t.| 19.10.2020 to 20.10.2020

04649 Jaynagar-Amritsar
Saryu Yamuna Express

at Ambala Cantt.

Ambala Cantt.-
Amritsar

of 18.10.2020

04650 Amritsar-Jaynagar
Saryu Yamuna Express

from Ambala Cantt.

Amritsar-
Ambala Cantt.

19.10.2020 & 21.10.2020

04673 Jaynagar-Amritsar Ambala Cantt.-

Shaheed Express at Ambala Cantt. Amritsar 19.10.2020
04674 Amritsar-Jaynagar Amritsar-

Shaheed Express from Ambala Cantt. Ambala Cantt. 20.10.2020
02057 New Delhi - Ambala Cantt. - 19.10.2020 to
Una Himachal Janshatabdi | atAmbala Cantt. Una Himachal 20.10.2020
02058 Una Himachal - from Ambala Cantt Una Himachal - 20.10.2020 to
New Delhi Janshatabdi rom Ambaia tantt. Ambala Cantt. 21.10.2020
02357 Kolkata-Amritsar Ambala Cantt.-

Special at Ambala Cantt. Amritsar 20.10.2020
02358 Amritsar-Kolkata Amritsar-

Special from Ambala Cantt. Ambala Cantt. 22.10.2020
04651 Jaynagar-Amritsar ’ . .

Humsafar Express Clone Spl at Delhi Delhi-Amritsar 20.10.2020
04652 Amritsar-Jaynagar . . .

Humsafar Express Clone Spl from Delhi Amritsar-Delhi 21.10.2020
04653 New Jalpaiguri-Amritsar Saharanpur-

Karmabhoomi Superfast at Saharanpur Amritsar 0f 16.10.2020
04654 Amritsar-New Jalpaiguri Amritsar-

Karmabhoomi Superfast from Saharanpur Saharanpur 21.10.2020
09025 Bandra Terminus- Ambala Cantt-

Amritsar Superfast Express At Ambala Cantt Amritsar 19.10.2020
09026 Amritsar-Bandra Terminus Amritsar-

Superfast Express from Ambala Cantt Ambala Cantt 21.10.2020
C gl T | asanaronpr | SR
02238 Jammu Tawi-Varanasi from Saharanpur Jammu Tawi- 21.10.2020
Puja Special Saharanpur

04131 Prayagraj - Udhampur At Saharanpur Saharanpur- 20.10.2020
Puja Special Udhampur

04132 Udhampur - Prayagraj from Saharanpur Udhampur- 21.10.2020
Puja Special Saharanpur

02355 Patna Jn. - Jammu Tawi At Bareilly Bareilly- 20.10.2020
Puja Special Jammu Tawi

02356 Jammu Tawi - Patna Jn. from Bareilly Jammu Tawi- 21.10.2020
Puja Special Bareilly

PARTIAL CANCELLATION OF PARCEL EXPRESS TRAINS

* Train No. 00932 Chandiga

Train No. & Name

RESCHEDULING OF PA

rh- Dewas parcel cargo express to run after 20.10.2020

VERSION OF SPECIAL TRAI
Diverted Via

00468 Amritsar Jn.-Howrah From Delhi Amritsar Jn. - Delhi 19.10.2020
00901 Bandra Terminus- Ambala Cantt. -

Jammu Tawi at Ambala Cantt. Jammu Tawi of 18.10.2020
00902 Jammu Tawi - Jammu Tawi -

Bandra Terminus From Ambala Cantt. Ambala Cantt. 20.10.2020

RCEL EXPRE

SS TRAIN

Date (from the
Originating Station)

05909 Dibrugarh-Lalgarh Spl.

Rohtak-Bhiwani-Hisar-Hanumangarh

of 17.10.2020 to 18.10.2020

05910 Lalgarh-Dibrugarh Spl.

Hanumangarh-Hisar-Bhiwani-Rohtak

19.10.2020 to 20.10.2020

Security Integrated
Helpline

No. 139

Helpline
No. 182

Please join us on (=& =)

[ o
=\

{CEN

Note: For any kind of information passengers are requested to contact
Railway Enquiry No. 139 or visit Indian Railways website: www.enquiry.indianrail.gov.in

NORTHERN RAILWAY

New Delhi

Your Convenience - Our Concern

Visit us at : www.

nr.indianrailways.gov.in

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE
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WORDLY WISE
THE GOVERNMENT ONLY GIVES SUBSIDIES FOR
NITROGENOUS FERTILISERS. WITH THE RESULT, FARMERS
DO NOT APPLY BALANCED FERTILISERS. — M S SWAMINATHAN

ThelndianEXPRESS  Hathras and truth machine

» FOUNDED By «»

RAMNATH GOENKA

BECAUSE THE TRUTH

A BEGINNING

Elected district development councils must be a first step in
kickstarting political process in J&K — not a substitute for it

INVOLVES US ALL

HE AMENDMENTS TO the Jammu & Kashmir Panchayati Raj Act to facili-

tate direct elections to the second tier of local government, the district de-

velopment council, are evidently intended to kickstart the political process

in the Union Territory, infuse some guided political energy into the post-

August 5,2019 environment, especially in the Valley, and pave the way for
all those desirous of finding a political foothold in “naya” Kashmir. With the holding of
Assembly elections tied to the contentious delimitation exercise, and given that partici-
pation is uncertain with regional political parties firm on the demand for a return to state-
hood and special status, election to the DDCs will be a first test of how deep the waters
really run. The Centre may calculate that getting enough people to contest the DDC elec-
tions would help weaken the Gupkar narrative, which in its third reiteration last week,
following the release of PDP chairperson Mehbooba Mulfti, resulted in the coming to-
gether of the regional parties as a People's Alliance. The recently created Apni Party, hacked
out from the PDP, has been itching for a role.

Individuals in the mainstream regional parties, especially those overlooked for nom-
inations in previous Assembly elections, may also see the DDCs as a career opportunity.
The BJP is waiting in the wings, too. Earlier, the DDC was filled through nominations. The
rationale behind holding direct elections to 14 DDC constituencies in each district is that
being chosen through a democratic exercise might give candidates and the DDCs a meas-
ure of credibility. The initial responses of the NC and PDP have predictably not been
favourable. PDP leader Naeem Akhtar, for instance, has said the move is aimed at depoliti-
cisation by cutting up the UT into “district assemblies”, and to reduce Kashmiri political
aspiration to the solving of district level water-electricity-road problems.

For the DDC elections to achieve the Centre's many objectives, the entire exercise will
need to be substantially different from how the 2018 panchayat elections went down. In that
election, candidates were too ashamed to admit they were contesting, and could not appear
in public because they feared for their lives. Those who won, some of them because they
were the only contestants in their halqas, did not surface for months afterwards. In many
panchayat halqas there were no candidates and the elections could not be held. In the DDC
elections, the NCand PDP will need to consider the opportunity costs of aboycott even as they
weigh it against the price of participation. They do not have an easy choice, but they would
do better to engage with the political process, even as they oppose, argue and debate. The
Centre, too, should be aware of the limitations of abonsai democracy in J&K. Sri Lanka is a cauti-
onary example of how an elected body with no powers except to lay roads and repair the
drainsis not an answer to the political aspirations that lie behind the demand for greater au-
tonomy. The restoration of statehood to J&I has to be prioritised, and Assembly elections.

TINKERING AT MARGINS

Cap on subsidised fertiliser merely addresses issue of its
diversion, doesn’t fix real problem — overuse by farmers

T'S OVER A decade since a so-called nutrient-based subsidy (NBS) regime for

fertilisers was instituted. By linking subsidy to nutrient composition rather than

products per se, NBS was expected to wean away farmers from applying too

much urea containing only nitrogen. But the actual results prove otherwise.

Between 2009-10 and 2019-20, urea consumption rose from 26.7 million tonnes
(mt) to 33.7 mt. While overall fertiliser consumption increased from 53.4 mt to 61.7 mt,
urea’s share went up from below half to 54.6 per cent during this period. The reason for
the worsening fertiliser imbalance is simple: Since April 2010, the maximum retail price
(MRP) of urea has been raised by hardly 11 per cent, from Rs 4,830 to Rs 5,360 per tonne.
The MRPs of other fertilisers — which were decontrolled, with the government only giv-
ing a per-tonne subsidy based on their nutrient content — have gone up from 2.5 to four
times during these 10 years. Since NBS has been implemented only in other fertilisers, even
as urea remains under price control, farmers are using more, not less, of the latter.

The Narendra Modi government must shoulder much of the blame for this agronomic
and environmental disaster. The basic MRP of urea hasn’t been revised at all in its nearly
six-and-a-halfyears. Instead of bringing urea under NBS — which would push up its MRP
closer to Rs 10,000 per tonne at the current per-kg subsidy for nitrogen present in other
fertilisers — the Modi government has resorted to tinkering at the margins. That includes
compulsory neem-coating of all urea (from December 2015) and making fertiliser sub-
sidy payment to companies conditional upon actual sales to farmers being registered on
point-of-sale machines with retailers after biometric authentication (from March 2018).
There’s a plan next, as reported by this newspaper, to cap the total number of subsidised
fertiliser bags that any person can purchase during an entire cropping season. But these
measures merely address the issue of subsidised fertilisers, especially urea, getting di-
verted to bulk buyers/traders or even non-agricultural users such as plywood and animal
feed makers. They don’t fix the real problem — of overuse by farmers themselves. If urea
is heavily under-priced, they will apply three bags when two or less would suffice.

Urea has to come under NBS. A politically feasible way to do it is by hiking its MRP to Rs
10,000 — maybe over two years — and simultaneously reducing the NBS rates of phospho-
rus, potash and sulphur to make other fertilisers cheaper by Rs 1,500-2,000 per tonne. In the
long run, NBS itself should be replaced by a flat per-acre cash subsidy that could be used to
purchase any fertiliser. That includes value-added and customised products containing not
just other nutrients, but delivering even nitrogen more efficiently than urea.
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Narcoanalysis would invite a public/media trial
which manipulates science, favours the dominant

JINEE LOKANEETA

THE BRUTAL KILLING and alleged gangrape
of a 19-year-old Dalit woman in Hathras,
Uttar Pradesh, has renewed attention on
how narcoanalysis remains central to polic-
ing in India. Widespread outrage erupted as
the police initially considered it a case of
murder and later sought to deny the rape.
The Uttar Pradesh government announced
on October 2 its intent to use narcoanalysis
on the victim’s family, the accused and neg-
ligent state officials. Narcoanalysis is the use
of adrug — sodium pentothal — on a person
to ostensibly induce truth with the help of
forensic psychologists. The lack of validity
and reliability of narcoanalysis is well known,
though rarely acknowledged.

The notification of this desire to use nar-
coanalysis despite disavowal by the scien-
tific community is not just about the tech-
nique itself. It is symptomatic of the
investigative practices of Indian policing.
Narcoanalysis functions to create a public
spectacle of “truth claiming” in the garb of
science, thereby reinforcing the role that co-
erced confessions play in media trials and
the legal system. In the Hathras case, it fur-
ther victimises the Dalit woman'’s family by
publicly contesting their version.

Popularised in the US in the 1920-30s by
Dr Robert House, the US criminal justice sys-
tem had a brief fascination with narcoanaly-
sis. It was rejected by the CIA after experi-
ments in the 1950s, and it continues to make
rare appearances. The Indian fascination
with narcoanalysis began in the late 1980s
in Ahmedabad, appeared in complaints to
the National Human Rights Commission
about lie detectors being used alongside a
drugin the 1990s, but gained prominence in
the 2000s. Almost all major cases involved
its use, including the Aarushi-Hemraj mur-
ders in 2008, Mumbai blast case in 2006,
Telgi scam case, and Nithari 2005-2006, with
videos often leaked as “truth”.

In2010 the Indian Supreme Court ruled
that consent was required for the use of nar-

Asking the victim’s family to
undergo narcoanalysis in a
context where Dalit victims
are often disbelieved is
primarily meant to contest
or proclaim their narratives
publicly as a lie —
victimising them once again.
Saying that police/officials
are to be subject to the same
technique is reflective of a
desire to restrict the
negligence to a few bad
apples — as opposed to the
recognition of a systemic
injustice, making justice in
this case even more elusive.

coanalysis, lie detectors and brain scans and
made evidence as a result of the techniques
inadmissible. The Court stopped short of
striking them down as inherently unaccept-
able under the right against self-incrimina-
tion (Article 20 (3)) and right to life and lib-
erty (Article 21) of the Indian Constitution.
The lack of a decisive rejection of narco-
analysis that medical ethics scholar Amar
Jesani calls pharmacological torture has al-
lowed the spectre of this technique to haunt
different sites of policing in India, in turn
encouraging coerced information or invol-
untary confessions.

Narcoanalysis (alongside brain scans
and lie detectors, that [ term “truth ma-
chines” in my book)is represented often as
a scientific solution to police torture.
Reports of custodial violence in
Maharashtra resulted in senior police offi-
cers sending out a memo urging the use of
truth machines. The Delhi High Court has
recently asked the Delhi Government about
the lack of narco test facility in the capital
and the suspects are taken to Ahmedabad
for narcoanalysis. Recently, the Aam Aadmi
Party Government has promised the High
Court that arrangements have been made
to set up this narco facility, as if it is a state
of the art technique rather than a coercive
and unreliable medico-legal one.

By mentioning the use of narcoanalysis
on the accused, the victim’s family and the
police/officials, the UP Government is invit-
ing a public/media trial which utilises sci-
ence inits popular construction and will in-
evitably favour those who are dominant in
society. As Dalit feminists have noted, pro-
visions of the Prevention of Atrocities Act
have to be central in the Hathras case
against the upper caste men involved in the
alleged gang rape and those state officials
who were negligent in their duty. While a
media trial is already visible, and medico-
legal evidence of rape is already subject to
manipulation, mention of narco is notable

since it stands in for the voice of science and
the expert claimed by the government to
proclaim truth even as the technique is re-
jected by the scientific community.

The discussion on narco often tends tore-
inforce the legitimacy of techniques that co-
erce information from the bodies of the per-
sons, sometimes in conjunction with torture
or through a process of hypnotic suggestions.
These tests are by themselves coercive and
often used to get confessions/informationin
the investigative process itself and, like phys-
ical torture, are unreliable. Thus, each time
narcoanalysis is mentioned in a high-profile
case, it reactivates a tendency of Indian polic-
ing to precisely highlight techniques that
force the body to betray itself. The popular
campaign to challenge the trial court verdict
in the Aarushi-Hemraj case had similarly
highlighted the narco results of Hemraj’s
friends as a way to strengthen their argu-
ments, thereby contributing to the relegit-
imising of these techniques.

The Hathras case, in highlighting narco-
analysis, reminds us how confessions/infor-
mation are often a part of a media trial, and
techniques that enable the body to forcibly
betray itself are violative of human dignity
and should be disallowed. Asking the victim'’s
family to undergo narcoanalysis in a context
where Dalit victims are often disbelieved is
primarily meant to contest or proclaim their
narratives publicly as a lie — victimising them
once again. Saying that police/officials are to
be subject to the same technique is reflective
of a desire to restrict the negligence to a few
bad apples — as opposed to the recognition
of a systemic injustice, making justice in this
case even more elusive,

The writer is Professor in Political Science &
International Relations at Drew University.
Sheis author of The Truth Machines:
Policing, Violence and Scientific
Interrogations in India (Univ of Michigan
Press, Orient Blackswan, 2020)

FrRUIT OF REFORM

New legal framework for contract farming benefits farmer, consumer, investor

SUDHIR SITAPATI

SANTOSH GANAR OWNS two acres of land in
Raigadh in coastal Maharashtra— home of the
Alphonso mango. Yet he chooses to plant
cheap rice rather than lucrative mangoes.
When I asked him why he replied that he
would love to plant mangoes. Rice gives him
justRs 30,000 per acre while mangoes would
earn 10 times as much. But he could not af-
ford the initial investment of an “elevated
bund” for the mangoes, nor survive the five-
year waiting period for the trees to yield fruit.

He also added, with a hint of schaden-
freude, that his friends who have orchards
complain of wasting almost half their man-
goes since they are not able to reach the mar-
kets on time. This COVID-filled year was the
worst, as most mangoes remained unsold.
Ganar told me how he saw pot-bellied mon-
keys, surrounded by half-eaten mangoes,
snoring in his friend’s orchard. His friend
didn’t find it necessary to shoo them away
with catapults.

The biggest problem the poorinIndia face
is risk mitigation. Since they do not have sav-
ings, they are reluctant to undertake even the
minimally risky business that you or Iwould.
As a consequence, they remain stuck in a
poverty trap, growing cheap rice instead of
valuable mangoes. Policymakers the world
over have come up with a variety of capital in-
vestment and risk mitigation instruments —
such as micro-credit loans — for the poor to
make money while protecting them against
risk. The tragedy of the Indian farmer — who
constitute 40 per cent of the country and an
even higher percentage of its poor — is that
India’s farm laws have prevented these risk-
mitigation instruments from reaching them.

Under the laws that governed India until

Under the laws that
governed India until the
third week of September
farmers could only sell to the
local mandi or agricultural
market. The risk-mitigation
methods that ‘contract
farming’ provide were illegal.
The old laws — enacted to
protect farmers like Ganar —
ensure that they never make
enough money to leave
poverty.

the third week of September, farmers could
only sell to the local mandi or agricultural mar-
ket. The risk-mitigation methods that “con-
tract farming” provide were illegal. The old
laws — enacted to protect farmers like Ganar
— ensure that they never make enough
money to leave poverty.

Ganar's sorrow is also the sorrow of the
consumer since the old laws did not result in
fruit being available at a low price for con-
sumers. Quite the opposite.

Fruits are not just expensive compared to
other carbohydrates in India — A 100 Kcal of
energy from fruits costs five times that from
rice — but they are also 20 per cent more ex-
pensive than even the western world. Asare-
sult, Indians eat fewer fruits than most others.
Based on a NIN-ICMR report of 2019, I esti-
mate that Indians eat only 32 grams of fruita
day versus the recommended amount of 100
grams. And this acute deficiency in fruits is
much more pronounced among the poor.

This is a particular tragedy because fruits
provide the most benefit of all food classes —
they give protection and immunity through
vitamins and micronutrients. Indians are de-
ficient in Vitamin A, zinc, Vitamin C and iron.
The last two make anaemia the number one
public health challenge that India faces. We
have a situation where horticulture is saddled
with unviability for the farmer and unafford-
ability for the consumer.

[ asked Ganar, that if someone offered to
investin amango orchard in his land, pay him
what he loses in not planting rice till the
mango trees gave fruit and agreed to buy all
the mangoes that grew on his tree five years
later, how much discount would he give his
benefactor? Without batting an eyelid Ganar

said that he’d happily give a 40 per cent dis-
count and still earn Rs 3 lakh. He would still
make 10 times more than he makes today.
But his investor, an expert in mango cultiva-
tion with better access to markets (and
doubtless better methods to shoo away mon-
keys)would make the full potential of the acre
— Rs five lakh. After paying Ganar and ac-
counting for a return on investment the in-
vestor would still be left with a surplus. In a
competitive market, the consumer would get
cheaper mangoes.

This is an example of “contract-farming”
— one that would benefit the farmer, the in-
vestor, and the consumer. An acre of land
yielding Rs 30,000 starts yielding Rs 5 lakh.
But for all these years why would either Ganar
orthe investor have agreed toa “contract” that
was not legally binding? Ganar could cheat
the investor and decide to sell the mangoes at
full price five years later. The investor could
cheat Ganar and not buy the mangoes he fi-
nally produces. And in a year of mango glut,
when forced to buy all of Ganar’s mangoes,
how could the investor have stored it for the
nextyear, if mangoes were suddenly listed un-
der the Essential Commodities Act (ECA).

The three agriculture bills change all this
by providing the legal framework for con-
tract-farming. This is the essence of the re-
form, not the circumventing of mandis or the
ECA. And it will benefit everyone — farmers,
industry and consumers. All except the mon-
keys who have grown fat on years of anti-
quated agricultural policies.

The writer is an executive director Hindustan
Unilever and is the Co-Chair of the Cll Food
Processing Committee. Views are personal
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ASSAM RESTIVE AGAIN

IT WAS NOT good on the part of the All
Assam Students Union and the All Assam
Gana Sangram Parishad to resume their ag-
itation as the talks had not completely bro-
ken down completely on the foreign na-
tionals’ issue in Assam, Union Home
Minister Giani Zail Singh said. Speaking to
newsman at Madras, the Home Minister
said the government was ready to continue
the talks with the agitators for which the
date would be announced soon. Drawing
attention to the cut-off point, Zail Singh re-
futed the contention that the government
had gone back further from its original
stand. He, however, said that the govern-

ment was firm on the 1971 cut-off date.

SINO-INDIAN TIES

A SENIOR CHINESE leader says Prime
Minister Indira Gandhi has “taken a resolute
step to improve relations and the Chinese
leadership welcomes this”. Tan Zhen Lin,
vice-chairman of the Standing Committee
of the Chinese National People’s Congress
recalled the friendly relations between
India and China during the days of
Jawaharlal Nehru and rued that the rela-
tions had become sour for some time. Inan
interview with the UNI, Tan called for more
frequent contacts between Indians and
Chinese in various fields. Exchange of visits

New Delhi

by professionals alone was not enough. He
referred to the Cultural Revolution and said
that because of “the terrible disorder it
caused” the Chinese economy is in many
respects far more underdeveloped than
India’s.

IRAN WaARrRMS Upr To US
IRANIAN PRIME MINISTER Mohammad Ali
Rajai said that a decision on the 52 American
hostages was not far off and that Iran be-
lieved that the US had already apologised for
supporting the deposed Shah. When asked if
the decision would be taken before the
American elections, he said “the moment the
Majlis takes a decision”.
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“We will be existing alongside this lethal virus for many months to come; the
need for national unity in the face of its immense social, financial and health

challenges has never been greater.”

—THE OBSERVER

How to Make You Wear a Mask

The concept of public goods can be experimentally put to use in the current pandemic for a social cause

SoumyAa KANTI GHOSH

THERE IS A direct linkage between the RBI
governor’s statement on October 9 and the
Nobel Prize in economics that was awarded
to Robert Wilson and Paul Milgrom on
October 12. The statement by the governor
that yield curve control and financial mar-
ket stability are public goods is a stark re-
minder of the treatment of the same in
game theory, where defection among in-
dividuals/market players is random, often
resulting in least payoffs. Interestingly,
Wilson and Milgrom are also proponents
of game theory. It is an irony that the ap-
plication of game theory in macroeconom-
icsinIndiais minimal and, thus, it is always
amatter of great elation whenever we can
find a link.

First, a little titbit from this year’s Nobel
prize award in economics. This is, perhaps,
the fourth instance of a student and teacher
getting the award in the same year. The first
instance was in 2004, when Finn Kydland
and Edward Prescott were chosen for the
honour. Robert Wilson, besides being the
winner of the economics Nobel this year, has
three Nobel-winning PhD students — Alvin
E.Roth, Bengt Holmstrom and Paul Milgrom.

In economic parlance, public goods are
defined as non-excludable and non-rival-
rous in nature, such as law enforcement.
There is plenty of literature on the use of
public good in financial markets — if agents
cooperate well, all players have the opportu-
nity to benefit; if agents work in isolation,
all are likely to suffer. Hence, all should have
a common interest in reforms that will im-
prove the system for public benefit.

Garrett Hardin’s famous essay, “The
Tragedy of the Commons,” published in
Science magazine in 1968, was the earliest
example of this argument. The farmer who
added an extra cow gained an advantage
over other farmers in his village, but it also
led to an overgrazed pasture.

In the Indian context, let me provide an
even earlier example toillustrate the idea of
public goods. One day, Emperor Akbar told
Birbal that he was planning to take a bathin
milk and that all his ministers should coop-
erate and get milk to fill the bathtub.
However, each minister decided that since
milk was costly, he would get the water,
while the others get milk. The end result
was that all the ministers brought water.
When this experiment was done subse-
quently with proviso of a punishment,
everyone cooperated and got milk. Ina sim-
ilar vein, the RBI governor communicated
through the policy that market players
should always be competitive and not com-
bative so as to get the best results. Central
banks can only act to oversee the market.

Against this background, it is important
to understand how the breakdown of trust
across agents in the use of public goods of-
ten results in minimal payoffs. Both agents
have two options between them — either
cooperate or defect. Thus, we effectively
have four policy options, and each of the op-
tions will have a particular benefit/payoff.
Our endeavour is to find out which policy
option can result in a Nash equilibrium,
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which occurs when neither of the agents can
increase their payoff by unilaterally chang-
ing their actions. Thus there are four options
—both Player 1 and Player 2 cooperate, both
Player 1 and Player 2 defect, Player 1 coop-
erates while Player 2 defects, and, lastly,
Player 1 defects while Player 2 cooperates.

The payoff scenarios are hypothesised
as benefits accruing to Player 1 and Player 2
separately, when they are deciding on either
of the policy options: Cooperate or defect.
Specifically, both of them cooperating can-
not be a Nash equilibrium, as both the play-
ers unilaterally will always have an incen-
tive to defect because they will get a higher
payoff in such an eventuality. Since the sit-
uation is the same for everyone, both the
players will thus ultimately defect and re-
ceive a payoff of 0. This is the Nash equilib-
rium for this game. But this is sub-optimal as
both players get zero payoffs because of un-
coordinated behaviour. The bottomline is an
outcome that the regulator will never want.

Let us now extend this analogy to the
Indian debt markets. The Bank of Japan was,
perhaps, the first central bank to proclaim
that the yield curve is a public good and it is
heartening to see the RBI echo the same.

In the Indian markets, it is common to
find debt market players behaving differ-
ently. For example, if one set of players act
pro-cyclically, selling government securities
with the RBI's monetary policy stance, the
other set of players act counter-cyclically,
buying government securities — sometimes
both the players are combative. While there
is nothing wrong in taking two way posi-
tions in the market, the problem arises when
such buying/selling far outstrips selling/buy-
ing that the RBI would prefer. This also re-
sults in a yield structure not in sync with
macro fundamentals. For example, during

In economic parlance, public
goods are defined as non-
excludable and non-rivalrous
in nature, such as law
enforcement. There is plenty
of literature on the use of
public good in financial
markets — if agents
cooperate well, all players
have the opportunity to
benefit; if agents work in
isolation, all are likely to
suffer. The Bank of Japan
was, perhaps, the first central
bank to proclaim that the
yield curve is a public good
and it is heartening to see the
RBI echo the same

CR Sasikumar

2017-18, the spread between the overnight
repo rate and the 10-year G-Sec yield had
increased to 169 basis points in February. Till
that time, such alarge spread was seen only
during a financial crisis.

Can we avoid such a problem of defec-
tion? The economist Elinor Ostrom had an
answer (the only woman apart from Esther
Duflo to have won a Nobel in economics).
The only way groups can avoid such a break-
down is by adhering to conditions in the
form of eight core design principles.

In a similar vein, the concept of public
goods can be experimentally put to good use
in the current pandemic for a social cause.
Suppose the government were to frame a
policy of incentivising well-off households
(say, through a certification from the PM) to
co-operate and support at least one poor
household. Such incentives are extremely
important as otherwise individual house-
holds can always defect unilaterally because
it gives them a higher payoff and thus both
could end up defecting. Thisis a clear exam-
ple of Jan Bhagidhari.

Similarly, wearing masks is a perfect ex-
ample of a public good, as there is always a
proviso that the person not wearing a mask
could benefit and hence, again, both defect-
ing and not wearing masks could be an
eventuality. In this case, we, however, need
a harsh punishment for those not wearing
masks. Thisis a clear example of Jan Chetna.

Clearly, adhering to Jan Bhagidhari and
Jan Chetna, as the Prime Minister has been
espousing, requires an intelligent applica-
tion of game theory in policy making.

The writer, group chief economic advisor,
State Bank of India, is thankful to Sudipta
Sarangi and Indranil Bhattacharya for useful
comments. Views are personal

Numbers don’t lie

Opposition noise cannot hide fact: UP government is committed to women'’s safety

SIDHARTH NATH SINGH

THE SAFETY OF women has been the top pri-
ority of the Uttar Pradesh government ever
since Yogi Adityanath assumed the office as
chief minister in 2017. The UP government,
under his supervision, has not only taken ap-
propriate steps to protect women from all
kinds of crimes but has also ensured strict
punishment to the perpetrators so that po-
tential criminals mend their ways. This ap-
proach bore results and ensured that UP led
the way in controlling rape and other heinous
crimes against women.

According to the National Crime Records
Bureau's report in 2019, the rate of rape
cases in UP was 2.8 per one lakh whereas in
2016 and 2017 the rate was around 4.6 to
4.,0.1n 2019, UP ranked 26th among the to-
tal of 36 states and union territories in rape
cases. This data is a vindication of the fact
that UP is ahead of other states in terms of
controlling rape cases.

In the figures in “Crime in India 2018 and
2019” published by the NCRB, UP ranks far be-
hind several other states in terms of registered
cases of crimes. In other words, it is ahead of
many states in terms of controlling crime. The
percentage of registered crimes in UPis 10.92
while the percentage of its population in the
country is 16.85. Apart from this, in 2020 (till
September) UP has been able to bringabouta
42.24 per cent reduction in rape cases and
about a 39 per cent reduction in the cases of

abduction of women as compared to 2016.

As compared to 2019, there has been a
decrease of 27.32 per cent in the incidents
of rape. The accused booked under the
Protection of Children from Sexual Offences
(POCSO) Act have been given harsh punish-
ment. As many as five accused have been
given the death penalty and 193 accused
have been given life imprisonment, while
721 have been awarded other punishments
under the POCSO Act.

CM Adityanath’s “zero tolerance” to-
wards crime is showing results. This can be
gauged from the fact that according to the
crime rate per one lakh population, the na-
tional average is 58.8, while UP’s average is
below that at 55.7, with Assam being the
highest at 166. States like Rajasthan, Madhya
Pradesh, West Bengal, Maharashtra and
Chhattisgarh also stand above the national
average. Further, according to “Crime in
India 2019” report, the conviction rate for
crimes against women was the highest in
UP with 15,579 convictions in 2019, and
more than 55 per cent of the cases registered
for crimes against women and minors led
to the sentencing of the accused, whichis a
huge deterrent for anti-social elements.

Despite this track record, some political
parties and those with an alleged anti-na-
tional frame of mind tried to instigate com-
munal and caste-based riots on the pretext

of the Hathras incident.

In a democratic setup, we often come
across debates about what should we expect
for India — a stable government or a strong
Opposition. The answer by any political
leader is that we need both.

Yes, we do need a strong Opposition but
certainly not like the current lot. Do we need
an Opposition which is more inclined to-
wards rumour-mongering, has a pessimistic
approach and a destructive mindset and divi-
sive thought process? No.

What we experienced in the wake of the
Hathras incident was more shock thanadisap-
pointment. The manner in which the entire
fake narrative was built to mislead the masses
is disappointing and unacceptable. This was,
infact, an exploitation of the emotions of mil-
lions of Indians. The political compulsion and
desperation of the Opposition can be under-
stood but an attempt to pollute the psyche of
the masses was nothing short of a crime.

A good government is expected to take
prompt action in cases of crime against
women. This was done in the Hathras case.
AnFIR was lodged promptly and subsequent
action was also taken and senior district offi-
cials supervised the entire probe. CM
Adityanath has already issued directives to
act swiftly in cases related to women. In this
case, too, he immediately set up a Special
Investigation Team to probe the incident and

later recommended a CBI probe to ensure jus-
tice. Now, since the case has been referred for
a higher probe and is pending in court, the
truth will come out soon. Butitis also imper-
ative to expose the evil designs of some indi-
viduals who have a vested interest in disturb-
ing law and order in the state.

After having spent many years in public
life, I find no parallel to the acts of irresponsi-
bility that the Opposition resorted to in the
Hathras incident. Besides their attempt to
spur communal flare-up, and caste-based ri-
ots, the irresponsible approach shown by the
Opposition is deplorable. The deliberate at-
tempt to create a totally wrong perception
about any ideology, belief or thought process
is dishonesty if not blasphemy vis-a-vis the
wisdom of the people of this country.

As an age-old dictum says, “Falsehood is
invariably the child of fear in one form or
another.” This signifies the state of mind of
the Opposition.

A piece of advice to the Opposition — be
positive and work for the best interest of the
people, if not the government in power. Also
remember, among the other duties of the
government, one is to insulate the people
from false propaganda and thwart the threat
of nefarious rumour-mongering.

The writer is Cabinet minister in the
Uttar Pradesh government

Socialism &
the pandemic

Countries more successful in curbing COVID-19
are welfare states, ruled by left-of-centre parties.
Thereisalesson here

SHAH ALAM KHAN

APLEA HAS been filed before the Supreme
Court, seeking to remove the words “social-
ist” and “secular” from the Preamble of the
Constitution. But despite a persistent ero-
sion over the last couple of decades, both
principles were central to the type of repub-
lic our political forefathers had imagined.
With the embrace of neoliberal policies in
the Nineties, socialism was pushed aside.
With the ongoing pandemic, however, so-
cialism has become relevant not only for
India but also the world. As the world grap-
ples to find a vaccine for COVID-19, a closer
inspection of the backwash of the pandemic
reveals that socialist ideals have turned out
tobe alife-saver. This needs further corrob-
oration and evaluation.

In the neoliberal world, hardly any
country can be bracketed as a purely so-
cialist nation. Countries which provide so-
cialised medicine are the ones which have
evolved the model of what s called a wel-
fare state — the closest cousin of yester-
year's socialist state.

The COVID-19 pandemic has exposed
the vulnerability of governments, health-
care models and political ideologies. It is thus
important to see which countries have done
better in this pandemic both in terms of
COVID-related morbidity and mortality and
the political ideology which governs them.

It is no rocket science to imagine that
those nations with good health infrastruc-
ture would do better during a pandemic.
Having said this, the response and out-
come parameters of the pandemic have
not shown such simple trends. Besides
healthcare management, it also involves
political response and will.

The conceptualisation and application
of agood public health system, which is an
important component of any form of so-
cialism, appears to have had a better out-
come during the current pandemic.
Capitalist systems with privatised health-
care have fared the worst, despite a good
health infrastructure in terms of the avail-
ability of state-of-art healthcare technol-
ogy.The USisa classicexample of the latter.

In terms of good response to the ongo-
ing pandemic, one country which stands
outinthe Australasiaregion is New Zealand.
With around 1,757 cases and a low death
rate of 4.56 per million cases, New Zealand
has one of the best COVID-19 figures in the
world. The country is at present governed
by the Labour party, which has left-of-cen-
tre leanings. The total expenditure on health
asapercentage of the GDP for New Zealand
isaround 11 per cent. For India, despite hav-
ing “socialism” inits Preamble, the figure is
adismal one per cent.

Most European nations that have per-
formed well in the current pandemic are
thorough welfare states with socialist tilts
or left coalitions in power. Germany had a

rapid outburst of the pandemic but was able
to contain deaths very quickly. Till date,
Germany reported a total of 2,47,000 cases
with a death rate of 108 per million cases.
Germany’s total expenditure on health is
about 11 per cent of its GDP and this is about
one per cent more than the average spent
by other countries of the European Union
on health. Portugal, which has had a coali-
tion left-wing government for the last few
years, has contained the pandemic well. Its
democratically-planned lockdown was
eased off earlier than many other European
countries. It had a total of around 58,000
cases with 1,827 deaths. This was in stark
contrast to next-door neighbour Spain,
which was devastated by the virus causing
4,80,000 cases and 29,194 deaths. Portugal’s
total expenditure on healthis 9.5 per cent of
its GDP. Yet another European nation which
has done well in tackling the pandemic is
Iceland, with a total of 2,121 cases and 10
deaths. Interestingly, Icelanders voted for a
majority left-wing government in the gen-
eral electionsin 2017.

Even among the Latin American coun-
tries, those who spend more on health have
performed better than those who are pru-
dent in spending on people-centric pro-
grammes. Argentina is a classic example.
With 40,000 COVID-19 cases and 8,00
deaths, it has fared far better than most of
its neighbours. The country is ruled by the
Peronists, who subscribe to more leftist
economic policies. Argentina’s population
is comparable in many respects to its
neighbouring Brazil, which has a right-
wing government and has been devastated
by the virus, with 3.96 million cases and
around 1.23 lakh deaths. Venezuela, which
has been under socialist regimes for the last
two decades, on the other hand, showed
promising outcomes during the current
pandemic. It reported 47,756 cases with
only 400 deaths.

An argument against this hypothesis
would be that it is difficult to compare the
Indian situation with either New Zealand,
Germany;, Iceland or even Argentina because
our population surpasses the combined
population of these countries. The problem
with the supporters of the market economy
is that they lay all problems at the doorstep
of population growth. Kerala, the best per-
forming Indian state in the current pan-
demic, is also the most densely populated.
Concerns of population growth have always
been part of a populist agenda in which the
population of the poor is the main concern.
We fail to understand that the path to pop-
ulation stabilisation passes through the
overall socio-economic development of the
people, and this the COVID-19 pandemic has
handsomely revealed.

To conclude, a quick glance shows that
socialismis not an odd contraption ready to
fall apart. Even inits most deactivated, meta-
morphosed, desultory form, it has been a
handy weapon in successfully fighting the
COVID-19 pandemic. India’s quest for a so-
cialist system may have been waylaid but
socialist principles provide a semblance of
hope concerning issues pertaining to peo-
ples’ health even in a country like ours.

The writer is professor,
department of orthopaedics,
AllIndia Institute of Medical Sciences

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

CHILDREN SUFFER

THISREFERS TO the editorial, ‘Childrenin
distress' (IE, October 16). The prolonged
closure of schools has added to the plight
of students from economically weaker
sections. Many of them might never
head back to school again. The state gov-
ernments have been dragging their feet
yet again as the future of these hapless
children hangs in the balance.

Varun Das, Zirakpur

CENTRE’'S BURDEN

THISREFERS TO the report, ‘Centre gives
in, says will borrow to make up for states’
GST shortfall’ (IE, October 16). The Centre
tried to pass the buck to the states, in-
fringing on its commitment to fulfilling
the GST compensation. Economic logic
suggests that the Centre is best posi-
tioned to raise additional resources to
bridge the GST compensation gap.
SSPaul, Nadia

PER CAPITA MESS

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Best way
out’ (IE, October 16). So far, the govern-
ment has given catchy slogans and punch
lines with no tangible outcomes. It is re-
grettable that while we like to be com-
pared with developed economies, we are
lagging behind small nations like
Bangladesh in per capita GDP.

Deepak Singhal, Chennai
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@ ABAND-AIDFOR
ABULLETHOLE:
VEERAMAHULI

@-ANTI-FARMER, PRO-
CORPORATE:
VARUN VERMA

www.indianexpress.com

FIGHT THE MOB

THIS REFERS TO the article " I'm the
unborn baby..." ( IE, October 15). 1
share the writer's sentiments on the
gentle, kind and touching advertise-
ment by Tanishq which, unfortu-
nately, had to be withdrawn. There
was nothing objectionable in the ad-
vertisement, which promotes unity
amongst our diversity — India's
biggest strength. The issue at hand is
more ominous and reflects the in-
creasingly polarised society that we
have become. We have to fight such
faceless mobs and not capitulate.
Subhabrata Basu, Mumbai

New Delhi
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BJP candidate, Jamui

TOTALASSETS

X7.23 CRORE

**Contesting election for the first time
MOVABLE ASSETS

X1.57 CRORE

Assets 2015 2020
Cashinhand - 1.9lakh
Bankbalance - 83.48lakh
Stocks&bonds - 34.16 lakh
Other Investment - 34.3lakh
Jewellery - -

Other - 4 lakh
TOTAL - 1.57cr
IMMOVABLE ASSETS

X5.65 CRORE

Assets 2015 2020
Agriland - 115c¢r
Non-agriland - 3er
Commercial - 50 lakh
Residential - Ter

Total - 5.65cr

*All of the above are inherited assets
LIABILITIES NIL

CRIMINAL CASES
No pending criminal cases

HASHTAG POLITICS

CONGRESS’S SONG GOT 5.1K VIEWS, 434 LIKES, 314 RETWEETS IN FOUR HOURS

‘Economic distress there
but pan-India... not a poll
issue; anger has subsided’

A close Nitish Kumar aide, Minister SANJAY KUMAR JHA tells DIPANKAR GHOSE
the CM averted a bigger economic crisis, and says skill mapping will create jobs

Chief Minister Nitish Kumar hasbeen at
the helm for 15 years. The Opposition says
there is anti-incumbency. Do you see it?
Idonot think so. Nitish Kumar has changed
the narrative of Bihar politics... He raised ex-
pectations. Fifteen years is a long time. Some
people may think that more work could have
been done but what we are seeing on the field
isdifferent. If they think more should be done,
they also believe that only Kumar can doiit.

The JD(U) leaders, including the CM, often
compare Bihar with what it was during
(RJD chief) Lalu Prasad’s regime (1990-
2005). Isn’t this an admission that the last
five years haven’t been good enough?

We say this because this was not a field
where you could come and start batting. This
was a hole. What had they (then RJD govern-
ment) left in the
state? Rampant
corruption, a failed
bureaucracy. The
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“That (Tej Pratap) has had to change seat
shows their (R]D) core vote is shifting.” FB

was left. Every day
there was kidnap-
ping. You have to see from where Kumar
started. Biharis used to be alaughing stock...In
acaste-based society like the one inBihar, if he
did not have commitment, we would not be
able to build the Bihari pride.

But hasn’t Kumar created sub-castes and
aloyal vote base for himself?

Heis the first CM in the country to give 50%
reservation to women in panchayats. Three
elections have happened. Talk to the women
mukhiyas and the zila parishads. There is now
a women force in politics. Nobody thought
what a woman in Bihar thinks about politics.

In the early days of the pandemic, Kumar
had said that migrants should not return
to Bihar. Was there anger against the
government’s stand?

He never said, ‘Don’t come back.’ He only
said that the Centre has made guidelines that
no movement should take place... When the

@ Now, Cong’s new poll song

@INCBihar released Bole Bihar, Badle
Sarkar, attacking 15 years of JD(U)-BJP,
with clips of migrant workers walking
back home. The Congress’s ally,
@RJDforIndia, also released a song,
Bhaiya Téjashwi humaar... sukh-dukh
mein junta ke saath

LJP president @iChirag Paswan
tweeted,”I don't want PM to face any
crisis because of me. He should uphold
coalition dharma. Even if he has to speak
against me to satisfy Nitish, he should.”
Meanwhile, his brother-in-law and RJD
leader Anil Sadhu took on Chirag for his
“rip my chest, you'll find Modi” remark.
“I am ashamed of it... You can rip my
chest, you will find Ambedkar, Ram
Vilas Paswan there,” he tweeted.

(RIGHT) CHIRAG PASWAN GETS HEAD, BEARD SHAVED AS PART OF ARITUAL AFTER HIS FATHER'S DEATH. PTI

pandemic hit, people thought Bihar would be
worst affected. They thought the migrants
would return and spread the virus in their vil-
lages... That narrative is not spoken of anymore.
The recovery rate in Bihar is 94%. Testing is
among the highest. The people broke the chain
by staying in quarantine centres.

Butwhatabout the economic distress?

Abhijit Banerjee (Nobel laureate for eco-
nomics) said if direct cash was transferred to
people,and if they spent that money, the econ-
omy will start moving. Kumar transferred
Rs 2,000 crore into people’s bank accounts in
different forms. Old age pension of three
months was paid in advance, Rs 1,000 was
given to each migrantand money was allotted
for scholarships for girls. I am not saying that
the problem was solved. But he was aware that
only when he gives the money, the economy
will start moving... Yes, there is economic dis-
tress but the entire country is facing it.

So, has the anger subsided?

Yes, the anger has subsided. We never had
conducted skill mapping before. So, we now
have data of all the people who stayed in quar-
antine centres. In places like Bettiah
(Champaran), Supaul, Purnea, Darbhanga, peo-
ple are making masks with Mithila paintings
and selling them on Amazon and Flipkart....

Alot of migrants, who were facing
economic difficulties, have now
returned from where they came. If their
earnings fell, will they still vote for the
government?

Economic distress is a pan-India problem.
[ will not say that it does not have an impact.
But largely, the handling of Covid-19 in Bihar
was done well. About 22 lakh migrants were
givenRs 1,000 each. People trust that when the
CM talks about skilling, it will happen.

With the BJP seen as propping up the LJP
in some quarters to push the JD(U) down,
are party cadres finding it difficult to work
together on the ground?

Barring a few years, the BJP-JD(U)alliance
has been there since 1996.The cadre leaders
and workers know each other very well.
Whether it is the Prime Minister, or Amit Shah
(Union Home Minister), or the BJP party pres-
ident (J PNadda), they have all said that Nitish
Kumar will lead the election campaign. Seat
distributionis already completed and the VIP
(Vikassheel Insaan Party) and HAM
(Hindustani Awam Morcha)are our allies. The
people of Bihar will give a decisive mandate. ..
The Opposition is not serious.

What about (RJD leader) Tejashwi Yadav?

He was not there during the floods or
when there was an illness (the acute en-
cephalitis syndrome outbreak in 2019) in
Muzaffarpur. When the state faces major is-
sues, he is never there. That one of the broth-
ers (Tej Pratap Yadav, Lalu Prasad’s elder son)
has had to change constituency shows that
even their core vote is shifting.

Is the LJP’s action bothering the JD(U)?
Which way are the Paswan votes going?

Idon’t want to talk about caste. But I think
people in Bihar vote one way. Even in 2010
(Assembly polls), we (the JD-U and BJP) fought
the election together and won 206 seats out of
243, That result is a matter of record.

LooxkiNG For: PrasaHaNT KisHOR
He promised ‘Baat Bihar Ki’, is now

making more noise for his silence

THIS WAS supposed to be the election where
Prashant Kishor made his way from the back
room to the frontlines. Appointed straight at
the top as JD(U) vice-president by Nitish
Kumar after the 2015 polls,

JD(U) sees Kishor's hand in LJP chief Chirag

Paswan’s decision to leave the NDA.
Asenior JD(U)leader said Kishor had im-
pressed upon Chirag that this was the last
election where the older gen-

the election strategist had
seemed set for another leap.

One-and-a-half years
later, Kishor is out of favour
— and out of sight. After
falling out with Nitish, he
had started an apolitical fo-
rum called “Baat Bihar Ki”,
promising to develop lead-
ership from the grass-roots.

But now, the man who
built his reputation on

eration of socialists would
hold sway in the state, and
hence he should gamble big.
LJP spokesperson Ashraf
Ansari dismissed this as a fig-
ment of imagination.

There are those who say
Kishor's success lies in picking
winning side, and that he has
failed in redeeming parties that
were down in the dumps, like
the Congress and Samajwadi

adapting disparate parties
for the digital age, has not
even tweeted on the Bihar polls so far. His
last tweet was in July, over the Covid scare.
However, Patna is abuzz with reports that
Kishor is on the move again, meeting lead-
ers of smaller parties like theRLSP, after try-
ing his luck with the Mahagathbandhan. The

Party in the 2017 UP polls. Yet
others say it is far too early to
rule Kishor out, and are watching for 2025.

Asource close to Kishor denied he was out
of the picture. “Because of Covid we haven't
started the on-ground part but digitally Baat
Bihar Kiis the biggest political page, with more
than 20 lakh followers.”
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BIHAR'S VOTER TURNOUT

Total Number

24

VOTERTURNOUT (SEATS)

of Assembly 8 23 7 1 3 10 1 3 20
Constituencies L [ — _ |
3g | 36 22

VOTER TURNOUT - B/ 67 60 . 5

51.33% (in2019)

56.88% (in 2015)

56.26% (in2014) 2014 Lok Sabha 2015 Assembly 2019 Lok Sabha

M Lessthan45% M 45-50% 50-55% M 55-60%
60-65% 65-70% M Morethan70%

Source: Election Commission of India

Old hand, trusted by
both Rahul, Ahmed Patel,

1S

Shaktisinh Gohil
has his task cut
out as party
in-charge for
state, but there are
many reasons he
may be the man
for the job

MANOJCG
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 18

SHAKTISINH Gohil may seem an odd
choice as the Congress in-charge of Bihar,
particularly given the uphill battle the
party faces in a state where it has been now
out of power since 1990. However, there
are two things that make the 60-year-old
uniquely placed for the job: the fact that he
is a veteran of many political battles against
Narendra Modi-led BJP in native Gujarat;
and that he is among the few Congress
leaders considered close to both Ahmed
Patel and Rahul Gandhi.

In his over three-decade political career,
itis the first time Gohil will be overseeing
a state election as an AICC pointsman. His
hand is seen in the hard bargaining by the
Congress to secure 70 seats in the
Mahagathbandhan, a huge jump from the
41 the party had contested in Bihar in 2015.

Aveteran in Gujarat politics, Gohil first
entered the national stage in 2014, when
he was made a Congress spokesperson. He
was elevated as in-charge of Bihar in 2018,
given additional charge of Delhi earlier this
year, and made a Rajya Sabha MP in June
this year.

Often described as Ahmed Patel’s
“right-hand man”, Gohil was the Congress
veteran’s poll agent in the closely fought
2017 Rajya Sabha election that Patel had
won, outmanoeuvring the BJP.

Gohil started his political career in the
early 1980s while still in college. In the
mid-1980s, as Youth Congress office-

Cong choice for Bihar

Illustration: Suvajit Dey

bearer, he had been spotted by then prime
minister Rajiv Gandhi at a national
function.

He won the Bhavnagar South Assembly
seatin Gujarat at the age of 30in 1990, and
became the minister of state for health at
the age of 32 under Chief Minister
Chimanbhai Patel. He was then the
youngest minister in Gujarat’s history.

Two years later though, Gohil took
everyone by surprise by resigning over the
demand for a medical college for
Bhavnagar. The medical college was allo-
cated eventually and Gohil won the seat
againin 1995.

Gohil did not contest the 1998 election
and lost the one in 2002 that marked
Modi’s first electoral win. In the next elec-
tion in 2007, he returned to the Assembly
from Bhavnagar and was made the Leader
of the Opposition, emerging as one of the
most vocal critics of Modi. However, Gohil
lost the 2012 Assembly elections, and while
he eventually returned to the Assembly in
a by-election from the Abdasa con-
stituency, in the 2017 polls too he couldn’t
win. Since then, Gohil has been focusing on
national politics.

The Congress veteran had wanted the
Grand Alliance in Bihar to be broad-based,
involving parties like Upendra Kushwaha'’s
Rashtriya Lok Samata Party (RLSP), Mukesh
Sahani’s Vikassheel Insaan Party (VIP) and
the Left, but could not convince R]D chief
Tejashwi Yadav about the utility of the
RLSP and VIP.

However, he managed to bring the CPI,
CPM and CPI (M-L) into the fold.

11 seats for Mukesh ‘Mallah’ Sahani, why BJP is treating him as VIP

DEEPTIMANTIWARY
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 18

IN THE coming Bihar polls, where the BJP is
seen as positioning itself to win more seats
than its ally the JD(U), the party has left as
many as 11 seats for the Vikassheel Insaan
Party (VIP). This has left the BJP with 110
seats, against the JD(U)’s 115. The reason for
the BJP’s accommodation of the political
greenhorn is the votes the VIP commands.

Led by Bollywood set decorator from
Darbhanga Mukesh Sahani, the VIP came up
only two years ago, even though Sahani has
beenactive since 2013. Championing the cause
of the Nishad (Mallah) caste bouquet — Sahani
officially calls himself “Son of Mallah” — the
party claims considerable influence among the
boatmen and fishermen communities popu-
lating the riverine belts of North Bihar.

There is no recent official data to estimate
the strength of Nishad votes in Bihar. The

community has multiple subcastes and the
VIP has often claimed a command over al-
most 10% of the votes. Estimates of various
political parties, however, are 6-7%.

Still, in a closely fought election, the con-
solidation of such votes can significantly im-
pactelectionsin certain seats. Nishad votes are
said to be influential in Muzaffarpur, East
Champaran, Madhubani, Khagaria, Vaishali
and other North Bihar districts. In this belt, the
vote share of Nishads is said to be over 6%.

Nishad voters have traditionally aligned
with social justice parties in the post-]JP
Movement era. Former Union minister Captain
Jai Narayan Prasad Nishad, who passed away
in 2018, represented the Muzaffarpur con-
stituency multiple times on R]D and JD(U) tick-
ets before switching to the BJP. His son Ajay
Nishad fought and won on a BJP ticket from
the constituency in the 2019 polls.

Still, giving 11 seats to a party that had lost
miserably inthe 2019 polls as part of the Grand
Alliance — the VIP had then contested

Deputy CM Sushil Modi with CM Nitish Kumar, at one of their four joint rallies on Sunday.
Modi had underlined BJP’s “respect” for EBCs while announcing seat deal with the VIP. PTI

Muzaffarpur, Khagaria and Madhubani —led  ground. Sahani had himself lost to the L]P’s
by the RJD may appear ceding too much  Mehboob Ali Kaisar by a margin of 2.5 lakh

votes from Khagaria. Despite the R]D’s vote
bank behind him, Sahani had got only 27% of
the votes — almost the same as the RJD when
it fought onits ownin 2014.

The 11 seats are also testament to Sahani’s
skills as a negotiator, even while jumping ship
toship. Before the 2014 polls, he had rallied the
support of Nishads behind Narendra Modi.
However, after the BJP’s landslide victory, he
had opened channels with Nitish, only to be-
come the BJP’s “star campaigner” just before
the 2015 Assembly elections. When the BJP
lost the polls, Sahani had drifted again and, in
2019, ayear after floating his own party, joined
hands with the RJD. With his demand for 30
seatsinthe Assembly elections rejected by the
RID, he has found his way back to the BJP.

“We are looking at the VIP as a significant
partner. It has considerable influence not just
among Mallahs but also among some other
extremely backward classes. In the rural belts
of NorthBihar, Mallahs are seenas an assertive
caste. Politically unrepresented communities

New Delhi

may associate themselves with a dynamic
Mallah leader,” said a source close to the BJP's
Bihar in-charge Devendra Fadnavis.

Sources say the BJP’s indulgence of the
VIP also has to do with sending a political
message and expanding its social base in
Bihar. The BJP has traditionally been identi-
fied as an upper caste party in the state.
Under Amit Shah, the party has been trying
to expand its social base by sharing political
space with EBCs. It also cuts into Nitish’s care-
fully constituted vote bank of multiple non-
Yadav backward classes and his own image
of the undisputed leader of disparate EBCs,
which has kept him in power for three terms.

At the press conference announcing the
seat sharing deal with the VIP, senior BJPleader
Sushil Modi underlined this: “The BJP has al-
ways respected people from Extremely
Backward Classes... [t was the NDA government
that came up with 20% reservation for EBCs in
panchayat polls and today over 1,600 mukhias
in Bihar are from these classes.”
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Trump vs Biden: how it affects the world

How do the two candidates for the White House see the world and the issues of shared global concern — and how do other countries of the world see the US under Trump?
How should the rivalry between China and America in various spheres be understood? This is Part 2 of a three-part weekly series on the US Presidential election.
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PART2

In the last four years, President Donald
Trump has reviewed and, many argue,
irretrievably weakened the
international commitments of the
United States. Under the circumstances,
should the American elections matter to
the world, when the US itself seems to be
turning inwards?

In many ways, the US elections matter
much more than perhaps at any time since
World War II. With just over two weeks to go,
and with the most rancorous campaign in con-
temporary history, the elections are gripping
global attention. We could, as a consequence of
the result, see a gradual renewal of the
American global imprimatur, or a speedy era-
sure of Washington’s international footprint.

The “promise” of four more years of
Trumpis one of the US retreating into an iso-
lationist shell, and becoming even less en-
gaged internationally. The US could also be-
come more protectionist, opportunistic, and
unilateralist in the advancement of its nar-
row self-interest. Not surprisingly, Trump’s
leadership invites very low levels of global
support. The irony is that this would happen
atatime when the world needs a more glob-
ally engaged America.

Isolationism is not a new tendency in it-
self — the narrative of isolationism is part of
any 101 course on American history; from
the farewell address by George Washington,
in September 1976 (“It is our true policy to
steer clear of permanent alliance with any
portion of the foreign world.”) to the 7th
President Andrew Jackson (let the world be,
but respond with overwhelming force to a
threat), there is amixed legacy of quarantin-
ing the US from the outside world.

It was this strand of thinking that pre-
vented Woodrow Wilson’s internationalism
from sustaining itself, and America’s failure
tojoin the League of Nations after World War
I. Trump has, of course, customised isolation-
ismin his own image: a combination of vic-
timhood, exceptionalism and entitlement;
blaming the outside world for all the ills of
the unique United States; and his slogan of

America First — and often alone — aimed at
providing a quick unilateral fix to deep and
complex problems that need considered
global solutions.

The last four years have, for instance, wit-
nessed an American unilateral withdrawal
from the Paris climate accord, Iran nuclear
deal, Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces
Treaty, UNESCO, UN Human Rights Council,
World Health Organization (WHO), Open
Skies Treaty, and Trans-Pacific Partnership
(TPP),and a weakening of many multilateral
institutions and relationships with long-
standing allies, including those in Europe.

All of this has happened at a time when
the world needs much greater global robust-
ness froma calmer United States, and indeed
many more multilateral arrangements
(which are backed by Washington’s long-
term commitment) on a range of critical is-
sues from climate change to arms control, to
trade negotiations to the fight against Covid-
19.With Joe Biden, were he to be elected, we
could see a slow return of the US to its more
engaged, multilateral posture, but it would
take a full term (and more) before we could
expect a return to status quo ante, after the
inscrutable ferocity of the Trump years.

Are we on the cusp of a new cold war,
and could we witness a strategic
decoupling between China and the US?
How would a Trump or a Biden
administration respond to a more
belligerent Beijing?

The American financier and advisor to
several Presidents, Bernard Baruch, coined
the term “cold war” to describe the tensions
between the United States and Soviet Union
after World War II. But the present-day in-
ternational system hardly mimics that pe-
riod; even the most parsimonious analysis
would reveal the complex levels of interde-
pendence that continue to exist between
China and the US. But while the Soviet Union
and the US never used force against each
other directly, on present evidence thereis a
real possibility of a clash between Beijing and
Washington in the Indo-Pacific — today, the
centre of economic gravity as well as the cra-
dle of primordial instincts.

What is clear is that American domina-
tionis being seriously challenged, for the first
time since 1990, by another state, China. This
is firmly and finally the end of the “End of
History” thesis. And China’s assertion is one
issue on which Biden and Trump are closer in
their views than is often recognised. While
Trump has publicly berated Beijing, Biden’s
aide Anthony Blinken has explicitly stated:
“China poses a growing challenge. It's ar-

SURVEY: WORLD LOOKS UP TOU.S., NOT TRUMP

TRUMP’S MAJOR FOREIGN POLICIES ARE UNPOPULAR GLOBALLY
% who approve/disapprove of each policy of US President Trump I Approve M Disapprove

USincreasing tariffs or fees onimported goods from others countries ~ 18% 68%
US withdrawal frominternational climate change agreements 14% 66%
Building a wall on the border between the US and Mexico 24% 60%
Allowing fewerimmigrants into the US 34% 55%
US withdrawal from the Iran nuclear weapons agreement 29% 52%
US negotiations with North Korean leader Kim Jong Un about 41% 36%

the country’s nuclear weapons programme

Note: % are medians based on 33 countries. Don’t know responses not shown.
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guably the biggest challenge we face from
another nation state.”

In sum, whether itis a Republican admin-
istration or a Democratic one, we are looking
ata period of profound uncertainty, econom-
ically and strategically. What, however, is re-
vealed by most economic modelsis that given
the huge costs of economic decoupling, it is
unlikely that most supply chains (built on ex-
tremely competitive Chinese manufacturing
capacities) will be able to transition out of the
mainland even within the life of the next
Presidency, in any significant manner.

The danger is that this rivalry, this “new cold
war”, is built on two “myths”: a growing per-
ception that American domination is in deep
decline, and that China has arrived as a chal-
lenger. Itis precisely these kinds of mispercep-
tions that have historically

ON TRADE, Biden will bring greater con-
sistency of policy and more cooperation with
other countries. But the persistence of struc-
tural tensions in international trade will pre-
vent an early reversal of Trumpian unilater-
alism. First, the relative free-trader Biden is
perhaps more deeply committed than
Trump to reversing the decline of American
industry and the working class — recall the
Biden-Obama bailout of the American car in-
dustry during the great recession. Biden too
has a “Made in America” plan, although he
may rely more on subsidies and preferential
procurement than on tariffs.

Second, Democrats share Republican
concerns about the Chinese threat and the
perception of China's recourse to unfair trade
practices — ranging from stealthy protection,
state support and indus-

led tomajorwars inthein-
ternational system.

trial espionage — which
may make the reversal of

Domination or hege-
mony here refers to the
overwhelming capacity
that was enjoyed by the
US through the first
decade after the end of
the Cold War to shape the
international system
through a combination of
sanctions, incentives, and
even soft power.

While the US may not
enjoy the same degree of
unfettered influence, its
decline seems to be vastly
exaggerated — and often
so by China’s decision
makers. Remember that
on almost every measur-
able index, the US, as an
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Trump's tariffs on China
difficult unless China un-
dertakes significant re-
forms.

Third, even with allies
like the EU, long festering
disputes, such as the one
on subsidies to Airbus
and Boeing, will not be
easily resolved without
greater mutual accept-
ance, if not greater mu-
tual concessions.

Finally, the weakening
of the WTO by the Trump
administration, especially
by undermining its dis-
pute settlement mecha-
nism, too has its roots in
durable US aversion to

Nigeria
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percentages are medians based on 33 countries.
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economic or military or
technological power, is
ahead of China, and is
likely to remain the leader
until about 2050.

On the contrary, the
weaknesses of China are
often underestimated. In
the erratic behaviour dis-

multilateral disciplines
and the perceived over-
reach by the WTO
Appellate body.

In all these areas,
Biden may find it hard to
rapidly roll back Trump’s
measures and abandon
his tactics. But he is likely

played by Xi Jinping,
China’s most authoritar-
ian leader since Mao, we

Read Part 1 of this series online
https://bit.ly/31e12ir

to favour a gentler, nego-
tiated route to resolution
thatis more conducive to

find the abandonment of
Deng's prudent 24-character strategy,
"Conceal your strengths, bide your time".
On present evidence, Xi believes that
China’s time has come, and that it needs to
assert itself across the continent and in the
oceans. China no longer seems sensitive to
its reputation being scarred as a Wolf
Warrior. The Chinese leadership is ostensi-
bly not recognising deep internal weak-
nesses asimpediments to China’s assertive-
ness externally. An erratic and impetuous Xi,
faced with an impulsive and equally erratic
Trump, could potentially go to war based on
misperceptions. In contrast, Biden may give
negotiations and diplomatic engagement a
good chance to arrive at a peaceful outcome
even on issues that seem zero sum.

How do Biden and Trump differ on
pressing global issues like trade and
climate change?

building alliances and
preserving institutions.

ON CLIMATE CHANGE, a collective action
problemthatneedsimmediate attention, the dif-
ferences between Biden and Trump seem stark.
Biden wants toreturn to the Paris climate accord
and move toward net zero carbon emissions by
2050, with the interim objective of decarbonis-
ing the power sector by 2035. Biden also wants
toinvest$2 trillioningreenareas, includinginfra-
structure, transportation and auto industries,
housing and construction practices, nature con-
servationefforts,and workinenvironmental jus-
tice, creating one million jobs in the process.

Trump has emphasised clean water and
air as his goals and earmarked $38 billion to-
wards “clean water infrastructure”. The
President has remained a sceptic on climate
change, and his administration wants greater
US production of oil and natural gas.
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INTHE novel coronavirus,
an enzyme called SARS-
CoV-2-PLpro facilitates
infection by processing
both viral and human
proteins. It stimulates the
release of proteins that
the virus to needs to
replicate. In the human
body, it inhibits mole-
cules that signal the im-
mune system to attack

CORONAVIRUS DASHBOARD

Coronavirus ‘molecular scissor’
as a target of Covid-19 drugs

PAPER

CLIP

NEW RESEARCH

cules, called VIR250 and
VIR251, are very efficient
at blocking the activity of
SARS-CoV-2-PLpro, yet
do not cross-react with
human enzymes with a
similar function, re-
searcher Shaun Olsen, of
the University of Texas at
San Antonio, said in a
statement.

The US team also

the infection. In a new

study published in Science Advances,
American and Polish scientists suggest
thatdrugs for fighting Covid-19 be de-
signed to block this protein — SARS-
CoV-2's molecular “scissor”.

US scientists solved the three-di-
mensional structures of SARS-CoV-2-
PLpro. Using this knowledge, Polish
chemists developed two molecules
that inhibit the enzyme. These mole-

PLpro against similar enzymes from
coronaviruses of recent decades, SARS-
CoV-1 and MERS. By understanding
similarities and differences of these en-
Zymes in various coronaviruses, it may
be possible to develop inhibitors that
are effective against multiple viruses,
the researchers said.

compared SARS-CoV-2-

Source: University of Texas at
San Antonio

Why Delhi air poll

MALLICA JOSHI
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 18

EVERY YEAR in October, Delhi’s air quality
starts to dip and a war of words breaks out
among various governments.

On October 15, when the Air Quality Index
(AQI) touched very poor for the first time this
season, Union Environment Minister Prakash
Javadekar said the contribution of stubble
burning was only 4% that day. In response,
Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal asked if
stubble burning was not the cause, then why
air pollution had risen in the city over the past
few days. Since then, the contribution of stub-
ble burning to Delhi’s pollution has risen to
22%on Saturday and 17% on Sunday.

Air pollution in Delhi and the entire Indo-
Gangetic Plains is a complex phenomenon,
dependent on a variety of factors. The first is
the input of pollutants, followed by weather
and local conditions.

What are these weather factors?

October usually marks the withdrawal of
the monsoon in northwest India. During this
season, the prevalent direction of winds is
easterly. These winds, which travel from over
the Bay of Bengal, carry moisture and bring
rain to this part of the country. Once the
monsoon withdraws, the predominant di-
rection of winds changes to north-westerly.
During summers, too, the direction of wind
is north-westerly and storms carrying dust
arrive from Rajasthan and sometimes
Pakistan and Afghanistan. According to a
peer-reviewed study conducted by scientists
at the National Physical Laboratory, 72% of
Delhi’s wind in winters comes from the
northwest, and the remaining 28% comes
from the Indo-Gangetic plains. In 2017, a

ution rises in Oct

Delhi October haze is the result of many factors, some of them natural. Tashi Tobgyal

storm that originated in Iraq, Saudi Arabia
and Kuwait led to a drastic dip in Delhi’s air
quality in a couple of days.

Along with the change in wind direction,
the dip in temperature is also behind the in-
creased pollution levels. When the temper-
ature dips, it lowers the inversion height,
which is the layer beyond which pollutants
cannot disperse into the upper layer of the
atmosphere. The concentration of pollutants
in the air increases when this happens.

Also, high-speed winds are very effective
at dispersing pollutants, but winters bring a
dipinwind speed overall as compared to sum-
mers. The combination of these meteorolog-
ical factors makes the region prone to pollu-
tion. When factors such as farm fires and dust
storms are added to the already high base pol-
lution levels in the city, air quality dips further.

Whatis the role of farm fires?
Farm fires have long been an easy way to

get rid of paddy stubble quickly and at low
cost. The practice has become more wide-
spread since 2009, when the governments
of Punjab and Haryana passed laws delaying
the sowing of paddy. The objective of this law
was to conserve groundwater by ensuring
the new sowing cycle would coincide with
the monsoon. This, however, left very little
time for farmers to harvest paddy, clear the
fields and sow wheat for the next cycle. The
easiest way to get rid of it is to set it on fire.

Over the past 11 years, the practice has
thrived despite efforts by the Centre and state
governments, primarily because alternatives
such as the happy seeder machine, which
helps mulch the residue, are seen as unavail-
able, and money- and time-consuming by
smaller farmers.

A 2015 source-apportionment study on
Delhi's air pollution conducted by [IT-Kanpur
found that 17-26% of all particulate matter
in Delhi in winters is because of biomass

New Delhi

burning. Over the years, the System of Air
Quality and Weather Forecasting and
Research (SAFAR) has developed a system to
calculate the contribution of stubble burn-
ing to Delhi’s pollution.

Lastyear, during peak stubble burning in-
cidents, its contribution rose to 40%. Over the
last one week; it slowly rose from around 2%
onTuesday to 22% on Saturday, when the AQI
was poor. The day air quality was in the very
poor category, stubble burning’s share was at
4%, indicating that a variety of other factors,
too, are responsible for the dip in quality.

The stubble burning season is around 45
days long. Air in Delhi, however, remains pol-
luted till February.

What are the other big sources of poor
air quality in winter?

Dust and vehicular pollution are the two
biggest causes. Cold, dry weather means dust
is prevalentin the entire region, which has very
few rainy days between October and June. The
IIT Kanpur study found that dust pollution con-
tributes to 56% of the PM10 and PM2.5 load at
59 tonnes/day, and that vehicular pollution
contributes to 20% of PM2.5 in winters.

Over the years, governments have taken
several steps to address pollution from vehi-
cles, such as the introduction of BS VI fuel, a
push for electric vehicles, Odd-Even as an
emergency measure, and construction of the
Eastern and Western Peripheral
Expressways. During the lockdown, this year,
Delhi saw among the cleanest air since com-
pilation of comprehensive records began in
2015. It also saw temperatures above aver-
age in September, which meant air remained
cleaner for longer.

With vehicles back on the road, temper-
ature dipping and stubble burning starting,
Delhi’s air is set to get worse.
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NANDAN NILEKANI, FORMER CHAIRMAN OF THE UNIQUE IDENTIFICATION AUTHORITY OF INDIA (UIDAI)

The challenge is we don’t have adult vaccination
system... Must build it from scratch for Covid-19

Nilekani explains his three-phase Covid -19 vaccination process, says he doesn't see an advertising global giant like Facebook, Google coming out of India, asserts Indian IT is
more than “back-end”, and believes technology will become part of global geo-politics. The session was moderated by Executive Editor (National Affairs) P Vaidyanathan Iyer

P VAIDYANATHAN IYER: What are
some of the gaps in our system that
need to be plugged before the Covid-
19 vaccine arrives?

[ can speak for what I am proposing. I
think the vaccination is going to be a huge
mission. We developed the Aadhaar en-
rolment system to do one-and-a-half mil-
lion enrolments a day, and it took five-
and-a-half years for India to reach a billion
people with an Aadhaar number. Here, we
have to vaccinate the entire population in
two years, which means we have to reach
1.3 billion people in two years, and assum-
ing thatitis adual dose vaccine, that's 2.6
billion vaccinations, or 1.3 billion vaccina-
tionsayear. That's more than a 100 million
vaccinations a month and more than
three million aday. So, thisis a scale chal-
lenge that is unprecedented in our history,
and therefore, thinking through the infra-
structure and architecture of doing that is
very important. Which is why [ have been
recommending that we should design a
system that can do 10 million vaccinations
aday across the length and breadth of the
country, but all unified by acommon dig-
ital backbone, so that every person gets
the same experience and the same infor-
mation is recorded. Itis basically bringing
population scale approach that we used
in Aadhaar to a new issue (vaccination)
whichis, in fact, much more complicated.

P VAIDYANATHAN IYER: Given the
state of our public health
infrastructure, which the
government has tried to ramp up in
the past six months because of the
pandemic, will there be a need for
private sector participation on a large
scale for the vaccination model that
you are proposing?

Firstof all, India has a terrific record in
vaccination for children and pregnant
mothers. We have a child immunisation
programme, we have done a great job
with polio, but we have really no experi-
ence of adult vaccination and that is the
bulk of what we have to do with the
Covid-19 vaccination. In America, for ex-
ample, flu vaccines are very common.
About half the population of the US takes
a flu vaccine every year. They have 330
million people and they do about 165 mil-
lion fluvaccinations, and this year they are
planning 200 million flu vaccinations.
They do it through offices, pharmacies or
doctors. So, they already have infrastruc-
ture for adult vaccination at scale. So for
them to roll out a Covid-19 vaccine on top
of that is not so difficult.

Our challenge is we don’t have an adult
vaccination system at all. We will have to
build it from scratch. If you load the Covid-
19 vaccination on our existing infrastruc-
ture, not only will it be a huge overload, it
will end up at a point where a baby is not
getting immunised because people re-
sponsible for it have been diverted
for Covid-19. My recommendation is that
we build a completely new vaccination
channel with 200,000 people who do vac-
cinations. Some of the current people can
also participate but we will have to invest
in creating a new infrastructure for vacci-
nation at scale.

P VAIDYANATHAN IYER: So can you
summarise your proposal for us?

My suggestion is that we create a plat-
form to do eight-10 million vaccinations a
day by authorised vaccinators. We will
have a training system to train 200,000
people who will know how to vaccinate,
explain to people the side-effects, they
will know how to
make people com-
fortable with the
vaccination. Only

My recommendation is we
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WHY
NANDAN NILEKANI

s India, and the

world, await a

credible Covid-19
vaccine, Nilekani has
proposed a massive digital
platform on the lines of the
Aadhaar model to ensure
the administration of the
vaccine to 1.3 bn Indians.
The Infosys co-founder and
architect of Aadhaar
believes the cost of setting
up the infrastructure for the
system will be well worth it

digital certificate the first time, and after
three weeks or whatever is the time dura-
tion, you send a reminder by email or
message for that person to come and get
the vaccine, and then give them a
final certificate.

If the immunisation is going to be lim-
ited, because we don’t know how long is
the immunity of these vaccines, six
months or two years, then you also need
to send a reminder to that person at the
end of that period to come back and get
their vaccine refreshed. All this requires
sophisticated tech-
nology  because
things have to be
done for overabillion

certified vaccinators build a completely new people.

can participate in .

this. There willbea  infrastructure with 200,000  pvAIDYANATHAN
network of public . . IYER: The cost of
and private vaccina- peop le for vaccination at vaccination for the
tion centres. So it Scale_ Some Of the current poor will have to be
could be govern- L. borne by the
ment-sponsored, or people can participate government. In

it could be a hospital such a scenario,

or a corporate or a — how will private
pharmacy;, it doesn’t players linked with

matter, but all of them use the same ap-
plication technology. There will be an app
onaPCorasmartphone,and one can take
anappointment for vaccination. [ will give
my name, do an Aadhaar authentication...
The name of the person, the name of the
vaccinator, which vaccine was used, what
time, date, location, will be recorded. The
information could then be sent in real
time to a cloud location, and it will send
backadigital certificate to me, saying that
I have been vaccinated. Because in the
Covid-19 vaccine system, itis not only im-
portant thatIam vaccinated, it is also im-
portant that you know that I am vacci-
nated. The digital certificate can then be
shown at a job interview, airport, railway
station, bus stand etc. If it is a two-dose
vaccine, then you generate a provisional

the project get remuneration?
Obviously, a large part of the popula-
tion will have to be vaccinated by the gov-
ernment. It will be a free vaccine or cov-
ered by something like an Ayushman
Bharat insurance scheme. Today, there are
100 million families, about 500 million
people covered by Ayushman Bharat, so
technically all those people could be eligi-
ble for free vaccine from the government.
But the private companies should pay for
their own employees. I don’t see why the
government should fund that... We will
have to divide things. Government fund-
ing for the vulnerable and those already
covered by government insurance pro-
grammes, private sector funding for their
employees and associates, and perhaps
philanthropic funding for the rest from

CSR etc. We have to think through the
three models.

There are going to be three phases for
the vaccine. The first phase is that there will
be avaccine shortage. lassume it would be
inthe first half of 2021. At this point the gov-
ernment will rightfully say that we will al-
locate the vaccine based on priority for peo-
plewhoare vulnerable, old, health workers,
the police... In the second phase you will
have vaccine adequacy, which means you
can start bringing in the private sector to
start vaccinating. And, in the third phase,
by 2022 I believe, we will have a vaccine
surplus... And whatever we design, should
be designed for this kind of situation. Also,
what Iam proposing is a vaccine-agnostic
system, thatis [am not anticipating which
vaccine will work.

P VAIDYANATHAN IYER: Has the
government been in touch with you
about taking the proposal forward?
Also, if like Aadhaar you are given the
opportunity to take charge of this
project, will you do that?

[ did make a presentation to a set of
senior officials and they appreciated the
ideas, and hopefully they willimplement
whatever they feel is fit.

Iam happy,lam in Bengaluru, [am not
looking for a job actually... There are
enough people who actually worked with
me on Aadhaar in government, who are
now at Secretary level, and perhaps they
could be roped in for this.

PRABHA RAGHAVAN: For the
infrastructure that you are proposing,
what sort of investment would be
required?

Itis not going to cost that much. Look,
every month that we don’t come back to
normal, the economy is taking a hit of
hundreds of thousands of crores. The
biggest cost actually will be the vaccines
themselves. Vaccines cost $3-5 in the be-

ginning, and itis a dual dose vaccine, that’s
$10 per person. That means $13 billion for
vaccinating the whole population which
will be funded by the government, the pri-
vate sector and philanthropy... It is not go-
ing to be that expensive. Given that we are
looking for life to return to normal, the
cost will be well worth it. But it is not a
costissue atall. The technology will costa
few hundred crores at best.

P VAIDYANTHANIYER: Doyou see a
shift in the global delivery models

up whenever they want... It is a very pow-
erful thing and obviously all the necessary
safeguards on privacy, security, encryp-
tion need to be followed.

P VAIDYANATHAN IYER: The Indian IT
Industry is at least four decades old,
but we are yet to see a Facebook or a
Google come out of India. In fact,
some of the big initiatives such as
Aadhaar have been backed by the

that Google has too much power,
Facebook has too much power. What
is your opinion on this?

My view is that we have to use tech-
nology to handle technology. And in some
sense what we have done in India is ex-
actly that by creating a neutral ID... like
Aadhaar or a UPI platform, which allows
multiple big tech companies and banks to
participate. We have to democratise ac-
cess to identity and payments. Similarly,

government. Is it with the account ag-
because the Indian .. . gregator approach
private sector is We must divide thmgs- which empowers
risk-averse? Government funding for people with their
If you look at own data whether
Facebookand Google, the vulnerable, private it's to get loans for
the bulk of their rev- . . lending or for
enue is advertising. sector ﬁlﬂdlng for their healthcare records,
The US is a few hun- ; 3 we have democra-
dred billion dollar ad- Staff’ and P hllanthrop 18] tised data for every-
vertising market. funding for the rest body.
India is just a $10 bil-
lion advertising mar- — PRANAV MUKUL: A
ket, of which digital lot of players in the
advertising is about $3 billion. You can’t industry are trying to look at

build a global company on those kind of
revenues. We should look at the context. If
you want to build a global company, you
need a domestic market on which you
build scale and then go out. Chinese com-
panies such as Alibaba and Tencent have

[lustration: Suvajit Dey

done this... Our niche in India has been the
creation of public infrastructure, whether
it is Aadhaar, UPI, account aggregator,
FASTag.. They are all great examples of pop-
ulation-scale infrastructure which have
globalreplicability. But I don’t see how you
can build an advertising global giant from
India.

ANILSASI: The Indian IT industry has
had remarkable success since
liberalisation, but in 30 years most
companies, not just Infosys, have

post the been restricted to
pandemic? back-end IT
There are two support. Does the
things that are going We have to use teChnOIOgy lack of consumer-
tohappen.Oneisthat  to handle technology . We endinterface put
most companies are ) X the kind of
localising, which  have done that in India by products that we
means they are hiring . have on offer at
local people. You Creatmg Aadhaar’ UPL.. We therisk of being
would have noticed l‘lave to demOcratise access taken over by
recently Infosys an- . . Artificial
nounced that they to 1dent1ty and payments Intelligence,
are going to hire machine learning
12,000 more people — and other
in the US in the next advanced systems

two-three years, on top of the 13,000 they
have hired already. So local hiring is going
to be a big thing. Secondly, there is going
to be a lot of offshoring happening at the
same time. So there will be a combination
of more offshoring and local hiring.

NIRUPAMA SUBRAMANIAN: The
Health ID that is going to be rolled out
next year will be modelled on the
Aadhaar card, and there are some
concerns about privacy. Does it
duplicate some of what Aadhaar is,
and is it necessary?

Ithink the proposalis to have a Unique
Digital Health ID, and that is different from
Aadhaar. Itis for electronic health records.
The whole idea will be to have electronic
health records which the person can pull

in the future?

The IT Industry does very, very sophis-
ticated global transformation work, and
it has become a $190 billion dollar indus-
try based on that work. I think we should
not trivialise that. It is not just back-end.
Also, India has built a B2B business. It is
not a B2C business. Yes, automation and
Artificial Intelligence are going to dramat-
ically change the industry, but Indian IT
will respond to that challenge. Even with
Al and automation, you still need to do a
lot of other things. You need to be con-
stantly morphing yourself to address new
opportunities in the global market.

SUNIL JAIN: A US House panel report

has suggested that big technology
companies have to be broken up —

New Delhi

population scale problems in the
education and health sectors. But
without a data protection framework,
is there uncertainty over these
projects?

Laws evolve as things happen. If you
look at the Aadhaar story, today we have
aprivacy framework because of Aadhaar.
We began Aadhaar in 2009. In 2010,
wrote to then prime minister Manmohan
Singh saying we need a data protection
and privacy law. And then multiple ver-
sions of that law happened and then

there was the Supreme Court judg-
ment which said that Indians have
a fundamental right to privacy
but it could be constrained in
certain situations. Then the
Aadhaar law was tested
against that. So that’s how

1 societies evolve.
| I think we are ready for
adata protection law. And
I do know that there is a
law in Parliament.Idon’t
I\II know its status. I think
| we need something like
| thatas we depend more
on technology and data.

SANDEEP SINGH: On
| thevaccination
model that you have
proposed, how do you
see the preparedness of
states on that?
Well I am only suggesting the digital
infrastructure. The states can use that,
and so can other market players. So the
vaccination could be done by state
governments, or it can be done by
private hospitals, corporates,
philanthropists or anybody else. The
key thing is whoever does it, it must be
done in the same way. It's making sure
that there is an identical approach.

P VAIDYANATHAN IYER: As a digital
player, and as someone who believes
in democratisation of platforms for
larger public good, what do you make
of such platforms being weaponised
for spreading hate? What can
governments and tech companies do
aboutit?

The roots of it go back to the fact
that the Internet companies did not
have any consequential liability for
what is on their platform because of
Section 230 of the Communication
Decency Act of 1996 in the US which
essentially said that they would not be
liable. In the US, they are now looking
at whether they need to do something
about it and bring in some kind of
liabilities and perhaps we have to
think about a framework where
people are responsible for the content
on their platforms... There is a delicate
issue between free speech, censorship
and making sure that we don’t have
bad stuff on the Net. I think we need to
have some rules. Now whether the
rules that are being proposed are the
right ones, [ don’t know.

RAVISH TIWARI: India’s ban on several
Chinese apps has fragmented the
Internet. How do you see it?

With the Internet becoming such an
integral part of every society, the old
model where there was one Internet for
the whole world is now under threat.
And I think you will see more of this
where countries choose to have their
own rules... We are going to see the
‘splinternet’, where every country has
a different system. This is inevitable.
The Chinese, for example, did not allow
US companies to participate in their
economy, and now the Americans are
retaliating... Technology has become so
critical to nations that it is going to
become part of global geo-politics.
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MEANWHILE

SPACECRAFT TO TRY TO COLLECT ASTEROID SAMPLE

After almost two years circling an ancient asteroid hundreds of millions of miles away, a
NASA spacecraft on Tuesday will attempt to descend to the treacherous, boulder-packed sur-
face and snatch a handful of rubble. The Osiris-Rex mission is looking to bring back at least 60
grammes worth of asteroid Bennu, the biggest otherworldly haul from beyond the moon.

= [0POFTHE -
WORLD

Former British PM
Tony Blair

BRITAIN
Blairaccused
of breaking
quarantinerules
after US trip

FORMER BRITISH Prime
Minister Tony Blair has
been accused of breaking
UK Covid-19restrictions af-
terfailing to self-isolate for
two weeks following a
two-day trip to the US, the
Sunday Telegraphreported.
The newspaper said it had
obtained pictures showing
Blair, who served as PM
from 1997 to 2007, leaving
a London restaurant 10
days after his return from
the US last month. The pa-
per said it understood that
Blairappealed to Whitehall
officials for special dispen-
sation from the Covid-19
rules, buthe was notissued
with the formal exemption
letter he would have
needed to avoid a 14-day
isolation period. REUTERS

SOUTH AMERICA
Bolivians vote

in hope of
political stability

BOLIVIANS BEGAN voting
on Sunday in a presiden-
tial election many hope
can restore stability to a
nation that was plunged
into turmoil after a
fraught and eventually
voided vote last year,
leaving the country in the
hands of an interim pres-
ident. Frontrunners in the
election are Luis Arce,
who champions a return
to the socialist and pro-
indigenous policies of for-
mer President Evo
Morales, and Carlos Mesa,
a centrist who served as
president in the early
2000s. Polls show Arce
ahead, but not enough to
avoid a runoff. REUTERS

BELARUS
Thousands

march in Minsk

TENS OF thousands of
people marched through
the streets of the
Belarusian capital Minsk
on Sunday to demand the
resignation of veteran
President  Alexander
Lukashenko, despite a
threat by officials to use
firearms against protest-
ers. Belarus, a former
Soviet republic closely al-
lied with Russia, has been
rocked by strikes and
weekly street protests
since authorities an-
nounced that Lukashenko,
who has ruled in authori-
tarian fashion since 1994,
had secured re-election on
August 9 with 80% of
votes. REUTERS

Trump sets out on campaign blitz in
bid to close polling gap with Biden

President set to hold rallies every day until Thursday’s debate; both candidates try to woo early voters

JARRETT RENSHAW
OCTOBER18

US PRESIDENTIAL rivals Donald
Trump and Joe Biden will court
early voters on Sunday as their
campaigns step up events ahead
of their final debate this week.

Trump on Sunday will head
to Nevada, a battleground state
where more than 100,000 vot-
ers have already cast ballots, ac-
cording to state data. Trump will
campaign every day leading up
to Thursday’s debate in Florida,
including stops in Arizona and
North Carolina, campaign
spokesman Tim Murtaugh said.

Biden on Sunday heads to
North Carolina, where 1.2 mil-
lion voters have cast their ballots,
according to state data. Biden’s
running mate, Kamala Harris,
will return to the campaign trail
onMonday with a visit to Florida
to mark that state’s first day of
early, in-person voting.

Thus far, 25.83 million peo-
ple have already cast a ballot in

Israeli NSA Meir Ben-Shabbat
and US Treasury Secretary
Steve Mnuchin arrive in
Muharraq, Bahrain. Reuters

Israel sends
treaty delegation
to Bahrain with
Trump aides

DAN WILLIAMS
MANAMA, OCTOBER 18

ANISRAELI delegation accompa-
nied by the US treasury secretary
arrived in Bahrain on Sunday to
formalise nascent relations and
broaden Gulf cooperation that
Washington has promoted as an
anti-Iran bulwark and potential
economic bonanza.

Bahrain followed the United
Arab Emirates in agreeing last
month to normalise ties with
Israel, stunning Palestinians who
had demanded statehood before
any suchregional rapprochement.

The breakthrough, overseen
by US President Donald Trump, is
aforeign policy flourish ahead of
his re-election bid next month.
For the US allies, it is a chance to
close ranks on Iran more overtly.

The Israeli delegation, which
flew on an El Al Israel Airlines
charter flight from Tel Aviv, was
accompanied by US Treasury
Secretary Steve Mnuchin.

Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu, in public
remarks to his cabinet, said the
delegations would work on co-
operation agreements and “es-
tablishing the peace treaty”.

Israel and Bahrain signed a
“Declaration ~ of  Peace,
Cooperation, and Constructive
Diplomatic and Friendly
Relations” at a White House cer-
emony last month, but that was
not a formal treaty. REUTERS
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RACE FOR
THE WHITE
HOUSE

the November 3 presidential
election, according to the US
Elections Project, shattering
records. Much early voting is due
to safety concerns about the
pandemic that has killed more
than 218,000 Americans and in-
fected 8.1 million others.

Democrats hold a significant
advantage in early voting, largely
driven by mail balloting. Of the
10.6 million mail ballots cast, 5.8
million have been cast by
Democrats, according the US
Election Project, run by the
University of Florida.

Trump lags in national and
battleground opinion polls and

Trump at arally in Norton Shores, Michigan, Saturday. AP

the latest figures from his cam-
paign show he also trails in
fundraising as the race intensifies.

In a memo sent to donors
over the weekend, Biden cam-
paign manager Jen O’Malley
Dillon said the national figures
are misleading because must-
win states are close.

“We cannot become compla-
cent because the very searing
truth is that Donald Trump can

stillwin this race, and every indi-
cation we have shows that this
thing is going to come down to
the wire,” she wrote.

On Saturday, Trump cam-
paigned in Michigan and
Wisconsin, two battleground
states he narrowly won in the
2016 election.

At Saturday’s rally in
Muskegeon, Mich., Trump tar-
geted Michigan Governor

.I.
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EARLY BALLOTS CAST

25.83 mn

W Thus far, 25.83 million people
have already cast a ballotin the
presidential election, according
to the US Elections Project,
shattering records.

Gretchen Whitmer, a Democrat,
several times. He blasted state
rules to stop the spread of coro-
navirus, calling her “dishonest,”
and made light of a right-wing
plot uncovered by the FBI to kid-
nap her.

“Hopefully you'll be sending
her packing pretty soon,” Trump
said, prompting the crowd to yell
back“Lockherup!” several times.

Whitmer responded on
Twitter to the chants. “This is ex-
actly the rhetoric thathas putme,
my family,and other government
officials’ lives in danger while we
try to save the lives of our fellow
Americans,” shewrote. REUTERS
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FRANCE PAYS TRIBUTE TO KILLED TEACHER

People gather at the Place de la Republique in Paris on Sunday to pay tribute to Samuel Paty, the teacher who was beheaded
on the streets of the Paris suburb of Conflans-Sainte-Honorine. From Paris to Lyon, Marseille and Lille large crowds gathered
quietly, pausing regularly to applaud, hold minutes of silence or sing the national anthem. Paty, 47, was killed outside his
school on Friday by an 18-year-old attacker. Prosecutors said the attacker wanted to punish the teacher for showing his
pupils cartoons of the Prophet Mohammad in a civics class on freedom of expression earlier this month. Reuters

Thousands defy protest ban

REUTERS
BANGKOK,OCTOBER 18

THOUSANDS OF anti-govern-
ment protesters took over key in-
tersections in Bangkok on
Sunday, defying aban on protests
for the fourth day with chants of
“down with dictatorship” and
“reform the monarchy”.

Prime Minister Prayuth Chan-
ocha, a former junta leader the
protesters seek to oust, is con-
cerned about the spreading
protests and the government
wants totalk, his spokesman said.

Demonstrations have per-
sisted despite the arrest of dozens
of protesters and their leaders, the
use of water cannon and shut-
downs on much of Bangkok’s

metro rail system in a bid to quell
over three months of street action.

“Free our friends”, the protest-
ers called out as they stood in a
rain, a mass of colourful ponchos
and umbrellas. Some held up pic-
tures of detained protest leaders.
Thai Lawyers for Human Rights
said at least 80 protesters had
been arrested since Oct. 13 with
27 still being held. Police have not

Ataprotestin
Bangkok on
Sunday. AP

given an overall number.

“The government wants to
talk to find a way out together,”
Prayuth’s spokesman Anucha
Burapachaisri told Reuters. He
did not specify with whom the
government hoped to speak.

After the arrest of many of
the protest leaders, previously
unknown figures have emerged
to lead crowds.

Egypt releases
comedian after
over 2 yrs in jail

Cairo: Egyptian authorities re-
leased a comedian, who was
working for a popular satirical tel-
evision programme, after more
than two years in prison without
trial, a rights lawyer said Sunday.

Attorney Mokhtar Mounir
said Shady Abu Zaid was re-
leased from a Cairo police station
late Saturday, but as part of his
terms of release must reporttoa
police station twice a week.

His sister, Roula Abu Zaid,
confirmed the news in a
Facebook post and shared a
photo of his at home.

Police arrested Abu Zaid in
May 2018. He was charged with
joining an outlawed group, a ref-
erence to the banned Muslim
Brotherhood, and disseminating
false news. AP

Aneighbour comforts a home owner after her house was
destroyed by shelling in Stepanakert, in the separatist region
of Nagorno-Karabakh, Saturday. AP

Armenia & Azerbaijan
agree new truce, but it
falls apart hours later

NVARD HOVHANNISYAN
&NAILIABAGIROVA
YEREVAN, BAKU,OCTOBER 18

ARMENIA AND Azerbaijan ac-
cused each other on Sunday of vi-
olatinganew humanitarian cease-
fire in fighting over the mountain
enclave of Nagorno-Karabakh,
hours after it was agreed.

The truce agreed on Saturday
came into force at midnight (2000
GMT) after a week-old Russian-
brokered ceasefire failed to halt
the worst fighting in the South
Caucasus since the 1990s. Atleast
750 people have been killed since
fighting began on Sept. 27.

At1010GMT, the Azeri defence
ministry said the Aghdam region,
adjacent Nagorno-Karabakh, was
under Armenian shelling, It said
overnight Armenian military units
opened fire from large-caliber
weapons along the border, which
Armenia denied.

Armenia said the Azeri army
had fired twice during the night
and used artillery and accused
Baku of rejecting its request to

withdraw the wounded soldiers
from the battlefield.

“This step ... was categorically
rejected by Baku,” the foreign
ministry said. Baku called the
statement misinformation.

The Azeri defence ministry
said: “The enemy fired at the
vicinity of the Jabrail city, as well
asthevillages of this region... us-
ing mortars and artillery”. It
added that the Azeri army “took
adequate retaliatory measures”.

The ministry said that Azeri
military ~ units  downed
Armenian Su-25 warplane,
“which was attempting to inflict
airstrikes on the positions of the
Azeri army in Jabrail region.”
Yerevan swiftly denied that.

Officials inNagorno-Karabakh
said Azeri forces had launched an
attack on the enclave’s military
positions and there were casual-
ties on both sides.

Nagorno-Karabakh is a
mountain territory that is
internationally recognised as
part of Azerbaijan but popu-
lated and governed by ethnic
Armenians. REUTERS

UN arms embargoes on
Iran expire despite
Washington’s objections

NASSERKARIMI
TEHRAN,OCTOBER 18

A DECADE-LONG UN arms em-
bargo onIran that barred it from
purchasing foreign weapons like
tanks and fighter jets expired
Sunday as planned under its nu-
clear deal with world powers,
despite objections from the
United States.

While insisting it planned no
“buying spree,” Iran in theory
can purchase weapons to up-
grade military armament dating
back to before its 1979 Islamic
Revolution and sell its own lo-
cally produced gear abroad.

TheIslamic Republic heralded
theend of thearmsembargoas “a
momentous day for the interna-
tional community...in defiance of
the USregime’s effort.” The Trump
administration, meanwhile, has
insisted it has re-invoked all UN
sanctions on Iran via a clause in
the nuclear deal it withdrew from
in2018,aclaimignored by the rest
of the world.

The UN banned Iran from
buying major foreign weapons
in 2010 amid tensions over its
nuclear programme.

The US Defence Intelligence
Agency predicted in 2019 that if
the embargo ended, Iran likely
would try to purchase Russian
Su-30 fighter jets, Yak-130
trainer aircraft and T-90 tanks.
Tehran also may try to buy
Russia’s S-400 anti-aircraft mis-
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ALTHOUGH THE ban on buy-

ing weapons from abroad has
been lifted, Iran said it won’t
goona “buying spree” and it
is unlikely that the country
willimmediately agree big
arms deals with foreign pow-
ers. Crippling US sanctions
had already wreaked havoc
on Iran’s economy before the
Covid-19 pandemic made
things even worse. This will
make it difficult for Iran to buy
weapons in massive, high-
profile deals. It will also find it
difficult to sell its own domes-
tically produced weapons to
bolster its economy, as many
countries will avoid trading
with Iran for fear of US finan-
cial retaliation.

sile system and its Bastian
coastal defence missile system,
the DIA said. China also could sell
[ran arms.

Iran long has been out-
matched by US-backed Gulf na-
tions like Saudi Arabia and the
United Arab Emirates, which
have purchased billions of dollars
of advanced American
weaponry. In response, Tehran
turned toward developing locally
made ballistic missiles. AP

THE UTAH SCHOOL SAW AT LEAST 90 CASES IN 2 WEEKS SINCE OPENING, ONE OF THE WORST OUTBREAKS IN A SCHOOL IN THE US

‘Out of Control’: When schools opened in a US coronavirus hotspot

KATETAYLOR
OCTOBER18

ON A Friday in mid-September,
Sunny Washington got a text
from another mother at her
daughter’s high school in an afflu-
ent suburb of Salt Lake City, Utah.
Three weeks into the school year,
the number of coronavirus cases
at the school was rising, and the
district was considering shifting
to online instruction. The text
urged parents to beg the school
board to keep classrooms open.
Washington ignored the text
— she thought the school should
be taking advice from public
health experts, not parents. But

other parents flooded the board
with messages, and the school
stayed open. Within a week, the
number of cases had nearly
quadrupled. A teacher was hos-
pitalised and put on a ventilator.
When the board finally closed
the school temporarily, 77 stu-
dents and staff members, includ-
ing Washington’s daughter, had
tested positive.

“We're talking 30 days in,and
it went completely out of con-
trol,” Washington said.

Her daughter’s school, Corner
Canyon High School, experienced
one of the biggest coronavirus
outbreaksataschoolinUtah,and
possibly the country, with 90
cases within two weeks — most

likely an undercount, since notall
students and staff who were ex-
posed or symptomatic got tested.

And Corner Canyon was not
the only school in the district to
have an outbreak. By Sept 28,
Canyons School District, with
roughly 33,000 students, had
temporarily closed three high
schools and a middle school,
telling about 8,000 students to
learn from home.

The story of Canyons is an ob-
ject lesson in what can happen
when schools reopen in com-
munities that are failing to con-
tain the virus. In the two weeks
before the district reopened, Salt
Lake County had roughly 187
new cases per 100,000 people,a

Corner Canyon High School in Utah. NYyT

level at which some experts have
advised against high schools
opening in person; that level is

two and a half times higher than
the standard Washington State
uses to recommend distance

learning for all students.

Since then, with schools and
colleges open, things have only
worsened, as both the county
and Utah have become hot spots.
In the two weeks that ended
Thursday, Salt Lake County had
nearly 617 cases per 100,000
people. Over the last week, Utah
had the sixth-highest rate of new
cases per 100,000 people of any
state and set a new state record
for the number of people hospi-
talised with the virus.

On Tuesday, Governor Gary
Herbert ordered stricter restric-
tions on social gatherings and
mask wearing in Salt Lake
County and other hard-hit coun-
ties, calling Utah’s outbreak “one

New Delhi

of the worst” in the country and
“unacceptable”.

Yet despite the conditions at
the start of the school year,
Canyons School District took only
modest steps to prevent the virus
from spreading in its buildings.

The state had mandated that
studentsand staff members wear
masks in school, allowing un-
masked sports practice and com-
petition. But with nearly 80 per
cent of Canyons students opting
for in-person school, the district
seems to have made few adjust-
ments toaccommodate social dis-
tancingin classrooms. The district
also did not make coronavirus
testing part of its reopening plan,
leaving those decisions to families.

Canyons is also an example
of how the nation’s 13,000
school districts are struggling to
find workable policies in the ab-
sence of clear standards from the
federal government and many
state governments. The result
hasbeen a patchwork of policies
varying from state to state and
often district to district.

The Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention, which
have faced pressure from the
White House to avoid discourag-
ing school districts from reopen-
ing, have declined to provide
specific guidance on what dis-
tricts should do wheninfections
rise in a school or the surround-
ing community. NYT
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GOLD IMPORTS DOWN 57% IN H1FY21
New Delhi: Gold imports, which have a bearing on the current
account deficit, fell 57 per cent to $6.8 billion (around Rs 50,658
crore) during the first half of this fiscal amid a slump in demand
due to the Covid-19, showed data by the Commerce Ministry. PTI

PoLicy WATCH
JoB CREATION

AANCHALMAGAZINE
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 18

WITH THE government kick-
starting the rule-framing
process for the four labour
codes to enable their imple-
mentation from April 1 next
year, a move towards higher
short-term and contractual
employment and less regula-
tions are being flagged as
some of the main concerns.
On the other hand, the indus-
try s citing the possibility of a
shift towards bigger-sized es-
tablishments along with ease
of doing business and a major
churn in the labour market as
the favourable outcomes.

Labour economists state
that the new labour codes —
Industrial Relations Code,
Code on Social Security and
Occupational Safety, Health
and Working Conditions Code
— along with the Code on
Wages, approved last year by
the Parliament, are likely tore-
sultinahigher number of jobs,
though precarious and of
lower quality. Also, the actual
benefits accruing from an ex-
pected increase ininvestment
flows due to the relaxation in
compliance and regulation cri-
teria under the new labour
codesare unlikely to be imme-
diate and need to be seen over
of atleast the next five years.

“The liberalisations provi-
dedinthe labour codes would
definitely create a number of
jobs which are of low quality,
that is, of short term, with no
employment security, and
probably other related securi-
tieswillalso be diluted. So, we
will witness a labour market
inthe post-code scenario, pre-
ponderance of precarious but
rising jobs. And these jobs
would be designed in such a
manner to lower the labour
cost. Together, these two, ac-
cording to the research evi-
dence, will not result in pro-
ductive, benevolenteconomic
outcomes,” XLRIprofessorand
labour economist KR Shyam
Sundar said.

Incentives for greater con-
tractual and fixed-term empl-
oymentisaconcernthattrade
unions have also flagged. “In
the private sector, these codes
will help in replacing regular
employmentwith fixed-term
employment. Fixed-termem-
ployment means contractem-
ploymentand no job security;,
no situation of continuity of
job later on. You don’t have
rights of social security, cannot
struggle for wage increase or
allowance increase. This wh-
ole process will lead to more
contractemployment, casual-
isation and outsourcing. They
are changing the limit for con-
tractors from 20 to 50, which
means, say, in a family of four,
each supplying 48 or49 work-
ers means no workers under
that system will be protected
either for wages or for job se-

Stakeholders still
divided, govt starts
process to form rules
for labour codes

VARYING
VIEWPOINTS

B A move towards
higher short-term
and contractual
employmentand less
regulations are being
flagged assome of the
concerns by some

M Industry,on the
otherhand, isciting
the possibility of a
shift towards ease of
doingbusinessand a
churninthe

labour market

curity or for social security or
for occupational safety,”
Amarjeet Kaur, the general
secretary of the All-India Trade
Union Congress (AITUC) said.

Government officials, ho-
wever, see fixed-term emplo-
ymentasagame changer,and
state that no cap on fixed-term
employment would give abo-
ost to seasonal employment.
“Say, for festive season, more
workersare needed, thenear-
lier they couldn’t be fired later
on but now that will change.
Seasonal employment will get
aboostand it will make a huge
difference,” a senior Labour
Ministry official said.

The official also told The
Indian Express that concerns
about conversion of existing
permanent jobs to contractual
employment or retrenchment
willnot happen as mass-scale
layoffs still require govern-
ment permission.

Industry voices state that
the greater flexibility for hir-
ing and firing will result in
more investments in sectors
which would benefit blue and
grey collarworkers. “Law after
law basically prevented entre-
preneurs to look at India as a
destination for investment.
Overseasinvestmenthasbeen
coming mostly in white collar
economy. But the minute it
was for jobs for blue collarand
grey collarworkers, all the en-
trepreneurs were very scared
toinvestin the Indian market,”
Lohit Bhatia, president, Indian
Staffing Federation, a body of
staffing companies, said.

In times of economic un-
certainty, especially amid the
pandemic, industry is of the
view that businesses might
notbeable tosurvive and that
should not be viewed as an
anti-labour outcome. “Life be-
comes normal post pandemic,
then capacities will get used a
lot more and as the capacities
are going to be evolving, India
willfind abetter development
in these new labour codes.
Government has provided for
greater social security bene-
fits.” M S Unnikrishnan, chair-
man, Cll National Committee
on Industrial Relations said.

Fullreport on
www.indianexpress.com

—— BRIEFLY —

P-notes
investment falls

New Delhi: Investments via
participatory notes (P-notes)
in the Indian capital market
dropped to Rs 69,821 crore
at September-end.

DLF armraises
£2,400crore

New Delhi: DLF's rental arm
DCCDL has raised Rs 2,400
crore debt from State Bank
of India torefinance existing
debtand to plan expansion.

‘Fourbidders
forDHFL’

New Delhi: Adani Groupand
Piramal Enterprises are
among the four entities that
have placed bids for DHFL,
according to sources. PTI

AMONTH SINCE ANNOUNCEMENT, CABLELAIDIN 4,347 VILLAGES

‘Ghar Tak Fibre’: Slow progress
in plan to connect Bihar villages

AASHISHARYAN
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 18

THE GOVERNMENT'S ambitious
‘Ghar Tak Fibre’ scheme — which
aims to connect all the villages
with high-speed internet — is off
toaslow startin poll-bound Bihar,
the first state that aims to connect
allits 45,945 villages by March 31,
government data obtained by The
Indian Express showed.

To connect all villages by
March 31, the state would need to
dig trenches, lay cables, and pro-
vide connectivity to an average of
257 villages daily,oramonthly av-
erage of over 7,500 villages.
However, nearly amonth after the
scheme was inaugurated, optical
fibre cable has been laid only in
4,347 villages as of October 14, or
attherate of 181 villages per day.

“Our present capacity is laying
down between 80,000-100,000
km of optical fibre per year. To
connect all the villages by March
31,2021, we will need tolay down
at least 200,000-225,000 km of
optical fibre, which is a tough
task,” an official said.

On September 21, while inau-
gurating the ‘Ghar Tak Fibre’
scheme, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi had said all 45,945 Bihar vil-

Lesson for
future
@ planning

EXPLAINED

THE LEARNINGS from the
implementation of the
‘Ghar Tak Fibre’ scheme in
Bihar could alsobeales-
son for future, as the
Centre plans to connectall
6.5 lakhvillages to high
speed optical fibre internet
over the next 1,000 days.

ugh the high-speed optical fibre.
The tender for providing con-
nections and ‘lighting’ up these
villages has not been floated so far
and is likely to be floated only in
the firstweek of November, senior
government officials said. A village
or a gram panchayat (GP) is con-
sidered ‘lit up’ under BharatNet
when it consistently has internet
connection and users at the end
to verify the same. Of the 8,745
GPs in Bihar, 5,889 were connec-
ted to the state’s main internet
grid under BharatNet phase one,
while the remaining 2,856 were
connected under phase two.
However, of all the GPs con-
nected under phase one, about 60

were non-operational as of
October 15, while the status of an-
other 200 was unclear.

Inasmany as 13 districts —in-
cluding Jehanabad, Darbhanga,
Purnia, Kishanganj, Vaishali, Ara-
ria, Saran and Jamuni — less than
25 per cent of the GPs connected
to the internet under BharatNet
phase one were operational. The
main problems, an official said,
were lackof power and related eq-
uipment failure, equipment theft,
and faulty or lossy leased fibre.

“There are three main prob-
lems. One s that the lossy, old ca-
bles that were laid under phase
one have to be replaced. So far,
thatwork has been done inabout
4,500 gram panchayats connec-
ted under phase one. Then the
problem of right-of-way inlaying
cables from panchayats or blocks
to individual villages. The third is
power equipment failure and its
theft,” the official added.

Around 42 per cent of 3,660
GPs reported to be non-opera-
tionalin the state had been facing
these problems, the data showed.
While optical fibre cable hasbeen
laid to connect nearly all the 8,745
GPs, lack of users in these areas
has resulted in minimal or zero
follow-ups onrepairand mainte-
nance work, an official of the

lages would be connected thro-  percentor3,591 grampanchayats ~ Department of
Amip CoviD-19
‘India sees eight IPOs worth .

$850 mn in Sept quarter’

Eight Indian companies came out with $850 million of IPOs
in the September quarter and the second half of the year
could be “significantly better”, an EY report said

'I Number of initial public

offerings (IPOs)
recorded September 2019
quarter, worth $651.98
million

¥6,200 crore: Worth of the
eight IPOs, at current
exchange rates

$602 million: IPO with largest
issue size in September
quarter, by Mindspace
Business Park REIT

Why is it important: The EY India IPO Trends Report Q3 2020 noted that
under-performance on account of Covid-19-was seen in the first half of
2020. IPO attraction might continue to allure investors in the primary market

Risein IPOsin the
330/0 main markets (BSE
and NSE); from three in Q3
2019 to fourinQ3 2020

4:Number of IPOs in the third
quarter of 2020, falling from
nine in the year-ago period

872: Number of IPOs across
globe so far this year, with:
M 14%rise in total number
M 43%rise in proceeds at
$165.3 billion

after successful IPO subscriptions in recent times

with two IPOs launched
ineach

M Real estate
M Hospitality
M Construction

B Technology and
telecommunications

Source:EY/PTI

Strong demand for blue-collar
workers, full-time jobs on offer

SHUBHRATANDON
MUMBAI,OCTOBER 18

BUSINESS ACTIVITY may not have
recovered to pre-pandemiclevels
but, at 0.5 million, openings for
blue collar workers in the July-
September period were reason-
ably strong, Some of this relates to
the upcoming festive season but
alarge part of this demand is for
permanent jobs.

Experts say it is likely 2020

Experts say 2020 could
end with 1.4 million
vacancies being filled

could end with 1.4 million vacan-
cies being filled. Data sourced
from Betterplace, a technology
platform for managing the lifecy-
cle of informal and semi-formal
workforce, shows nine millionin-
terviews have been targeted. The

demand insegments like delivery
and healthcare segment is likely
to surpass January 2020 levels.

The good news is that nearly
80per centof the jobs on offer are
for full-time employment, Pravin
Agarwala, co-founder and CEO,
Betterplace said. “The demand
during the festive season stems
mainly from the retail sector so
some some of this is for tempo-
rary jobs. But demand for full-
time jobs is expected to sustain
post the festive season.” FE

Amid rising tensions with US, China
passes law restricting sensitive exports

ASSOCIATED PRESS
BEIJING,OCTOBER 18

CHINA HAS passed a new law re-
stricting sensitive exports to pro-
tect national security, allowing it
to reciprocate against the US as
tensions mount between the two
over trade and technology.

The law, which willapply toall
companies in China, was passed
Saturday by the National People’s
Congress Standing Committee
and will take effect on December
1. Under the law, China can take
“reciprocal measures” toward
countriesor regions that abuse ex-
port controls and threaten its na-
tional security and interests.

Export controls under the law
will apply to civilian, military and
nuclear products,as well as goods,
technologies and services related
to national security. A list of con-

Export controls under the law will apply to civilian, military
and nuclear products, as well as goods, technologies and
services related to national security. Reuters

trolled items will be published “in
a timely manner” in conjunction
with relevant departments, ac-
cording to the law.

The new law allows Beijing to
retaliate against the US, which in
recent months has tried to block
Chinese technology firms such as
telecommunications gear sup-

plier Huawei, Bytedance’s TikTok
appand Tencent’s messagingapp
WeChat on grounds of posing a
national security threat, including
the data they may possess from
operating in the country.
Companies and individuals
who endanger national security
by breaching the new export con-

trol law, including those outside
of China, could face criminal
charges. Violations of the law, such
asexporting items withouta per-
mit, could result in fines of 5 mil-
lion yuan ($746,500), or up to 20
times the business value of the il-
legal transaction.

The newlaw adds to the grow-
ing uncertainty of Bytedance’s
deal to sell its video app TikTok to
US firm Oracle Corp. In August,
Chinaadded technologies includ-
ing voice recognition, text analysis
and content recommendation to
its list of regulated exports.

President Donald Trump had
earlier ordered Bytedance to sell
its US operations of TikTok to an
American firm or face a block in
the country. The new export con-
trol laws adds to China’s growing
regulatory toolkit thatallows it to
take action against countries such

as the US.
TR N

Telecommunications (DoT) said.

“The first casualty of any con-
struction work done by state or
private agencies is the cable laid
underground. Since there is near-
zero communication between
various agencies of the state gov-
ernment itself, most of these ca-
bles have been damaged. Now
since there are no users to com-
plain about the snapped connec-
tions, no one ever comes to know
if the cables have been damaged,”
the official said.

Under the Ghar Tak Fibre
scheme, Bihar has to provide at
least five fibre-to-the-home
(FTTH) connections per village,
while there should also be atleast
one WiFi hotspot per village.
However, as of October 14, only
30,768 FTTH connections had
been given, while only 2,531 WiFi
hotspots had beeninstalled so far
under BharatNet phase one.

The BharatNet project, which
initially began as the National
Optical Fibre Network in October
2011, hasbeen delayed for over 92
months now. The new deadline is
set at August 2021. However, on
August 15 this year, the PM said all
villages in the country would be
connected to the internet over the
next 1,000 days, which means
that the projectis now likely tobe
completed only by 2024.

OFFICIALS CITE ‘BUDGETARY CONSTRAINTS’

FinMin turns down
proposal to cut cess
on crude output

KARUNJIT SINGH
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 18

IN A blow to domestic crude oil
producers, the Finance Ministry
has rejected a proposal by the
Petroleum Ministry to reduce cess
ondomestic crude production, ac-
cording to government officials.

Currently, all domestic oil pro-
ducers pay an oil cess of 20 per
cent on all crude oil output.
Upstream companies had sought
relief on oil cess noting that low
international crude prices had
made it difficult for them to even
meet operational expenses. The
price of Brent crude fell toalow of
$19.33 per barrel in April on the
back of low demand due to the
Covid-19 pandemic and a price
war between oil-producing coun-
tries. The pride of Brent crude has
since recovered and stabilised at
between $40-45 per barrel over
the past three months.

“The Finance Ministry has re-
jected the proposal citing budget-
ary constraints,” said a govern-
ment official who did not wish to
be quoted. According to the offi-
cial, the proposal sent by the
Petroleum Ministry had pitched
for 2-3 different rates of oil cess
from 10-20 per cent based on the
prevailing price of crude oil in the
international market. The union

government has budgeted in-
flows of Rs 16,500 crore from oil
cess for the current fiscal.

Experts noted that given the
recovery in the price of Brent
crude, oil-producing companies
were not expecting any relief on
oil cess from the government.

An industry analyst, who did
not wish to be quoted, said that
ONGChad inits analyst callmen-
tioned that it was not expecting
any fiscal relief from the Centrein
the current pricing scenario con-
sidering the fiscal pressure onthe
government due tolow revenues.

Debasish Mishra, partner at
Deloitte India, noted that the up-
stream oil and gas sector needed
fiscal relief in the current pricing
situation. “To achieve the Prime
Minister’s vision of reducing im-
port dependency by 10 per cent,
upstream players in India would
need fiscal incentive to survive the
pricing situation in the global
crude market due to Covid.”

The Centre has hiked the ex-
cise duty on petrol by Rs 13 per
litreand ondiesel by Rs 16 per litre
since the beginning of the year to
shore up flagging revenues due to
economic slowdown caused by
the Covid-19 pandemic. Central
excise duty currently accounts for
45 per cent of the the price of
diesel and 40 per cent of the price
of petrol in the national Capital.

INTERVIEW WITH MD & CEO, MAX LIFE INSURANCE

‘Not good to say Covid has
been good for life insurance ...
but it has created awareness’

PREDOMINANTLY SAVINGS-ORI-
ENTED in India, the life insurance
industry has seen a sudden shift
of focus towards protection not
only by the industry players but
also by customers. PRASHANT
TRIPATHY, MD and CEO, Max Life
Insurance, told SANDEEP SINGH
thatover the last sixmonths, there
has been a massive rise in aware-
ness and demand for protection
products. He said going forward,
the industry will come out with
universal protection designs for
masses who can’t afford expen-
sive products. Edited excerpts:

How is the impact of Covid on
industry now?

Things are better than ex-
pected. In April and May, the in-
dustry was down by around 40
per cent, but things have beenim-
proving with every passing
month and for us the numbers
have been better than the broader
industry. We have seen4 per cent
growth as compared to 11 per
cent decline for private sector in
September. But the overallindus-
try is coming out of it and [ am
more hopeful for the second half.
As far as claims are concerned,
while there was a surge over the
last couple of months, it not
alarming. I also think that we hit
a peak in September and so the
claims too will settle down.

Fearleads toincreasein
demand. How doyou see
Covid playingarolein the
overall penetration for the
insurance sector?

Though it is not good to say
that Covid has been good for life
insurance, butin the truest sense,
it has certainly created far higher
level of awareness. Historically,
the industry has been predomi-
nantly savings-oriented — almost
95-96 per cent — but over the last
six months we have seen a big
growth in protection part. Last
year, protection accounted for 8.6
per cent of our total sales, but in
the first five months of this year it
went up to around 15 per cent.
Honestly, I thought it would take
us4-5 years toreach that level.

Prashant Tripathy

So there has been a big jump
and it is leading to higher level of
protection across the industry. [
think moving towards protection
is the right direction.

Even in the health insurance
space, some standalone healthin-
surance companies have seen 30
per cent growth and that too is a
reflection of fear leading to right
decisions being made. It will cre-
ate a quantum shift with respect
towhere the market hasbeenand
thereis higherlevel of acceptance
for protection plan. Equally for
providers like us it will be much
easier to convince the customer.

If you see awareness and fear
converting into outcomes, it is
happening. However, the level of
fear has subsided quite significan-
tly over the last couple of months.
Even as numbers are increasing,
as people realised that mortality
ismoderateataround 1.2 per cent,
the fearis going down and Google
searches are subsiding.

In the past there have been
SARS and Ebola, but Covid has
hit the way nobody ever
thought. How do you see this
will shape the industryin
terms of innovation and
customer orientation?

There are shifts that are taking
place. Some are more tactical or
short-term and some long-term.
Both the regulator and ministry
have been very conscious and
driving things that cater to Covid
needs. We launched Covid riders
thatcangowithour productsand
where customers geta part of the
sum assured if they test positive.

Irdai has been pushing general
and life Insurance companies to
come up with Covid plans and
that s going to remain for at least

18 months. Also, there hasbeena
shift towards selling more non-
participating kind of offering
whichis savings-oriented — guar-
anteed savings benefit— because
interest rates have come down.
Life insurance companies have
unique advantage of leveraging
the longer term interest rate.

Whatin the long term?

Protectionasaneed isbecom-
ing more and more prevalent.
Slowly, regulatory and other bod-
ies are realising that protection is
notonly the need of the top of the
strata, it is the need of everyone.

Hence, there will be push to-
wards universal protection de-
signs — simplified products that
may have same features but will
cater to segments that can’t afford
expensive product designs. I think
life insurance companies will also
slowly startventuring into health.
Thereis (a) committee which has
been set up toreview that. Evenif
the committee doesn’t (allow)life
insurance companies to operate
in indemnity space, I think they
will have theriders space. Also, be-
cause of social security concerns,
immediate annuity or annuity re-
lated plans willbecome prevalent.
While a life insurance license all-
ows companies to operate in mul-
tiple zones, but because of legacy
reasons etc, we have operated
only in equity and savings. I think
thatwill get expanded furtherand
will become much sharper.

Doyou think there should be
focus on the retirement
aspecttoo?

We have been lobbying for
some bit of change around regula-
tion, the tax treatment of annuity,
we have also made request on
treatment of commission with
our own regulator. So there are
some structural issues that we are
working through. Also, the level of
awareness on these products is
low. My sense is that there has
been supply side constraints too.
So there are issues on all fronts —
structural, demand and supply
side and as things evolve, all of that
will start getting fixed.

‘High incidence of NPAs hinder
monetary policy transmission’

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 18

HIGH INCIDENCE of non-per-
forming assets (NPAs) in banks
actsasamajorroadblockin trans-
mission of monetary policy ac-
tions of the Reserve Bank, a work-
ing paper prepared by the officials

New Delhi

of the central bank said.

The working paper alsomade
a strong case for capital injection
in state-owned banks, arguing
that such a move would increase
the credit flow tothe real sectorin
addition to ensuing smoother
transmission of monetary policy.

“Presence of non-performing
assets in a bank also weakens

monetary policy transmission
and lowers the loan growthrate,”
said the working paper co-au-
thored by Silu Muduli and
Harendra Behera, Department of
Economic and Policy Research
(DEPR),RBI The RBI said the views
expressed in the paper are those
of authors and not of the Reserve
Bank of India.



17

SPORT

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

THEINDIAN EXPRESS, MONDAY,0CTOBER 19,2020

In ISL, ‘S’ also means Spain now

With 20-plus players & 7 coaches coming this season, India is 2nd-most preferred nation for football giants

MIHIRVASAVDA
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 18

BETWEEN MAY 2019 and September2020,409
Spanish footballers played outside their country.
The largest number of them, 49, headed to
England. The second most popular destination?
India. Thirty-eight Spanish players, according to
CIES Football Observatory’s Atlas of Migration,
came toIndiaduring this period. This season, al-
most one-third of the foreign players and seven
out of 11 team managers are from Spain.

Since the first season of the ISLin 2014, 84
players from Spain have played in the league
which tookover from I-League as the country’s
premier championship last year.

Chances are that a team managed by a
Spaniard will become champions, not just be-
cause they are more in number and thus auto-
matically tilting the odds in their favour but also
because that has been the trend. In ISL’s short
history, only twice have non-Spanish coaches
won the league - former Italy international
Marco Materazzi(2015) and Englishman John
Gregory (2017-18), both with Chennaiyin.

It wasn't always like this. In the pre-ISLera,
when players from Africawerein such high de-
mand, those who ran football clubs half-joked
that Europeans would not be able to survive in
the heat, conveniently ignoring the fact that it
was difficult for any player to be at their best
during games which started at 3 pm. “I believe
Spain is one of the hottest European countries
so they adapt better,” Hyderabad FC’s director
of football Sujay Sharma says.

The winds of change, as is the case often in
Indian football, first blew across Goa, where this
season of the ISLwillbe held inabio-secure en-
vironment. In December 2012, Sporting Clube
de Goa appointed Oscar Bruzon, who worked
as an academy coach in different Indian cities,
astheirmanagerinabid torescue their [-League
season. Bruzon got with him a couple of
Spanish players, marking a first in the Indian
league, and they turned around Sporting
Clube’s fortunes, not drastically but enough to
earn respect across the board.

Little would have Sporting Clube known
back then that their move, rooted in despera-
tion, would mark a paradigm shift in the do-
mestic game. When the ISL was launched in
2014, the focus in terms of recruitment shifted
to players from Europe and South America. And
as Spanish coaches entered the fray, doors
opened for players from the region.

It took time, however, for the Spanish pros
to take India seriously. “Some years ago, when
you talked about Indian football in Spain and
other parts of Europe, people did not take it se-
riously. They thought it was a very exoticleague
where you go when you are old and want to
earneasy money,” says Bengaluru FCmanager
Carles Cuadrat. “This is the information we got
and in general, people were thinking only old
players goand it's not real football. Now, seven

Bengaluru FC manager Carles Cuadrat is one of the seven Spanish coaches in the
Indian Super League this season.

Some years ago, when you talked
about Indian football in Spain and
other parts of Europe, people did
not take it seriously. They thought
it was a very exotic league where
you go when you are old and want
to earn easy money. This is the
information we got and in general,
people were thinking only old
players go and it’s not real
football. Now, seven years later,
thereis alot of respect for the
players who are coming here.”

CARLES CUADRAT
MANAGER, BENGALURU FC

years later, there is a lot of respect for the play-
ers who are coming here.”

Ittooka few years to change the outlook. As
the clubs did away with the marquee signing —
a famous player who was looking for one last
paycheck before hanging his boots - they be-
ganlooking atyoung players who were not nec-
essarily known names. “The teams learned
how to streamline to the (recruitment) process
and looked athow success was achieved in the
previous years,” Sharma says.

As more and more Spaniards started hav-
inga profound impacton their respective clubs,
the executives began to focus more and more
onthe second and third tier of Spanish football,
where they could get good players within their
budget. From 10 in the first season to 24 last
term, the number of players with experience
of playingin Spainbegantoincrease every year.

This season, except Chennaiyin and East
Bengal (both with non-Spanish coaches),each
team has atleast one player with experience of
playing in Spain - some like FC Goa and

Number of Spanish players
who've played abroad bet-
ween May 2019 & Sept 2020.

Number of Spanish
players who play in India,
making it the second-

most preffered destination for
them after England (49 players).

Number of Spanish

players who have played in

the Indian Super League
till date, most among foreign

players followed by Brazil (51).

Hyderabad have all six foreigners who have
played there (each team has to follow the ‘6+1’
rule, the plus-one being a player from Asia).

Cuadrat says a typical player from Segunda
and Segunda Division B would be well-trained
in decision-making, technical abilities apart
from being taught to be ‘respectful’. “We are
producing a huge amount of professional
players and coaches but there is not space for
all of them,” Cuadrat, who led Bengaluru to
the title in 2018-19, says. “There are limited
teams in the first and second divisions. In the
third division, Segunda B, you can find many
professional teams but they give low salaries
to players because they don’t have enough
money comingin.”

India spotted that gap and beganto aggres-
sively poach not just Spanish but even players
of other nationalities playing there. They have
lured quality players like Ferran Corominas (FC
Goa), Miku, Dimas Delgado (both Bengaluru),
Edu Bedia, Igor Angulo (FC Goa), Aridane
Santana(Hyderabad)and Victor Gomez (Kerala

Blasters),among others.

They have played under the likes of Jose
Francisco Molina (ATK) and Alberto Roca
(Bengaluru), who got bigger and better oppor-
tunities backhome after spending time in India
and other parts of Asia. Molinais now the sport-
ing director of Spanish football federation and
Roca, whowas appointed as Hyderabad’s man-
ager this season, gota call from Barcelonaman-
ager Ronald Koeman to join his coaching staff.

“All these players and coaches have a lot of
respectin Spain so now everybody is thinking,
something is happening in India and they are
getting serious about football,” Cuadrat says. “1
can definitely say that it was more difficult to
get(good) playersin 2017 thanto get now. Now
it's full of players that want to come.”

The word spreadin the Spanish football cir-
cles and players became more open to the of-
fers. FC Goa’s new signing, Alberto Noguera,
says he decided to come to India after getting
good reviews from former FC Goa left-back
Carlos Pena and Bedia. “They said a lot of good
things.I trust them and that was enough for me
to come,” Noguera says. “ know there are a lot
of Spanish players, so that helped me to come
as well as there will be better chemistry and
make it easier to get used to everything.”

It’s stilltoo early to judgeif the players from
the second and third tier of Spanish football and
the coaches can substantially raise the standard
of India’s domestic league. One way to under-
stand the impact will be by seeing how well the
teams fare in the continental competitions —
ATKMohun Bagan (coached by Antonio Habas)
and Cuadrat’s Bengaluru will play in the AFC
Cup while Juan Ferrando’s FC Goa, who have
filled their foreign players' quota with
Spaniards, will become the first Indian side to
play in the AFC Champions League.

Itisalso likely that before they geta chance
toinfluence the Indian game, the clubs will find
newer, cheaper catchment areas, with coun-
tries like Argentina already on the radar of afew.

For now, though, Indian football’s Spanish
connectionremains firm. Somuch so, thateven
if ‘'S’ in the ISL could well the substituted for
Spain, it won't feel too out of place.

East Bengal strengthen squad
PTI adds: SC East Bengal on Sunday an-
nounced the signing of national team striker
Jeje Lalphekhlua ahead of the upcoming Indian
Super League season. Jeje has scored 94 goals in
251 matchesin Indian club football. East Bengal
alsoannounced the signing of Scottish defender
Danny Fox and German midfielder Ville Matti
Steinmann. Fox, 34, is a veteran defender who
has played for Burnley and Southamptonin the
English Premier League. A Coventry City star,
Fox joins SC East Bengal from Wigan Athletic.
German midfielder Matti Steinman also joins
the red and gold brigade from A-League side
Wellington Phoenix FC. The 25-year-old defen-
sive midfielder has played in Bundesliga for
Hamburger SV in the 2018-19 season.

Barca, Madrid lose ahead of
Champions League openers

ASSOCIATED PRESS
BARCELONA,OCTOBER 18

BARCELONA AND Real Madrid lost for the
first time this season against modest Spanish
league opposition, increasing the doubts over
their stalled attacks ahead of Champions
League openers and their own "clasico” clash.

Barcelona had its first defeat under
Ronald Koeman when it lost 1-0 at Getafe on
Saturday, right after Madrid was beaten 1-0
at home by recently promoted Cadiz.

The star-powered attacks of the European
powerhouses appeared shackled by their op-
ponents. While Getafe lived up toits reputa-
tion as one of Spain's top defensive sides by
shutting down Barcelona, Madrid was sloppy
and sluggish against an inspired Cadiz that
is back in the top flight after 15 seasons.

Sevilla also lost before it visits Chelsea in
the Champions League on Tuesday, leaving
Atletico Madrid as the only one of Spain's top
teams to celebrate a victory. It faces Bayern
Munich on Wednesday.

Barcelona didn't have many chances, but
they were good ones. Lionel Messi hit the up-
right in the 20th and Antoine Griezmann
wasted a great opportunity on the half-hour
mark. After that, Getafe tightened its mark-
ing and Barcelona didn't threaten again un-
til Djene Dakonam almost scored an own-
goal late when he cleared a cross onto the
crossbar. Jaime Mata converted a penalty
kick for Getafe in the 56th minute after
Frenkie de Jong fouled Dakonam on the edge
of the area while trying to clear a loose ball.
"We knew it was going to be a hard match,"
Barcelona midfielder Sergio Busquets said.
"We wanted to play at a faster pace, and we
tried, but once they went ahead it became
even tougher. We have to keep working to
improve. This has just started.” Barcelona
hosts Hungarian club Ferencvaros in the
Champions League on Tuesday.

Griezmann's struggles continued for an-
other game. France coach Didier Deschamps
said last week that he didn't understand why
Koeman played Griezmann on the right side
instead of the middle of attack. Koeman tried
moving Griezmann into a striker role at
Getafe but Griezmann did little to help his
cause with a glaring miss. He remained score-
less this season. Zinedine Zidane was at aloss
for his team's performance against Cadiz. Led
by 35-year-old striker Alvaro Negredo, Cadiz
proved more dangerous than Madrid.

West Ham hold Spurs 3-3

Gareth Bale made his first appearance for
Tottenham Hotspur for more than seven
years but his return was overshadowed as
West Ham United scored three times late on
toearna 3-3 draw.

With Bale on the substitutes bench,
Tottenham started in sensational fashion as
Son Heung-min scored inside a minute and

Lionel Messi during Barca’s defeat. AP

Lionel Messi hit the upright in
the 20th and Antoine
Griezmann wasted a great
opportunity on the half-hour
mark. After that, Getafe
tightened its marking and
Barcelona didn't threaten again

Harry Kane scored twice as the hosts led 3-
0 after 16 minutes. Welshman Bale, on loan
from Real Madrid, came off the bench in the
71st minute, but instead of a glorious intro-
duction, West Ham ripped up the script with
a stupendous fight back.

Fabian Balbuena's 82nd minute header
and Davinson Sanchez's own goal gave
West Ham hope. Bale almost scored his
side's fourth but West Ham's Manuel
Lanzini struck a wonder-goal deep in stop-
page time to earn his side an unlikely point.
(Reporting by Martyn Herman, editing by
Pritha Sarkar)

Meanwhile, Manchester United needed
alonger pre-season to prepare for the Premier
League campaign but Saturday's4-1 win over
Newecastle United is a sign that they are firing
on all cylinders again, manager Ole Gunnar
Solskjaer said. The Red Devils recovered from
an early own-goal by Luke Shaw to secure a
comfortable victory with late strikes from
Bruno Fernandes, Aaron Wan-Bissaka and
Marcus Rashford after under-fire skipper
Harry Maguire levelled the contestat 1-1.

Van Dijk to undergo surgery

Liverpool centre back Virgil van Dijk has
damaged knee ligaments and is set to un-
dergo surgery after he was injured in
Saturday's Merseyside derby draw against
Everton, the Premier League club confirmed
on Sunday. The Dutch defender was substi-
tuted early in the game when Everton goal-
keeperJordan Pickford made a reckless chal-
lenge in the box, which left Liverpool
manager Juergen Klopp fuming. The clubdid
not specify a timescale for the 29-year-old
defender's return to action.
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OVER THE HEDGE by Michael Fry & T Lewis

I'M SOERY, THIS IS - i
JUET WRONG

DAY TODAY

BY PETER VIDAL

ARIES (Mar 21 - Apr 20)

LIBRA (Sep 24 - Oct 23)

ACROSS

1 They're devoted to order (5)

8 X-rayunit(8)

9 s making acomeback with
fresh strength (5)

10 Itis done wrongly in certain
issues(8)

11 Tryto putitin writing(5)

12 Suitable resort for a spring
holiday?(3)

16 Rummage about for some
time (6)

17 Cutdown chesty
complications (6)

18 Rescue ship of a peculiar kind
3)

23 High church feature
(5)

24 Ship’s biscuits not so easy for

the yachtsman (4,4)

Impressive sign of temper

(5)

26 Frighten over mistakes and
bloomers (8)

27 Heisinvolved with any wild
carnivore (5)
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CALVIN & HOBBES by Bill Watterson
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DOWN
Neglect nothing onajob (8)
3 Notonly don’t come but
prevent others coming
(44)
4 Kind of robbery most likely to
occur during rush hours
(4-2)
5 Canturninto American
fighting formations (5)
Radiant girl goes up west (5)
Hangs about and shows a sign
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of anger perhaps (5)
12 Oneside of the coast (3)

13 Presumably people don’t
know when they doso(3)

MARVIN by Tom Armstrong

14 Fellow feeling pity perhaps (8)

15 Abel may get a bronze medal
(53)

19 Price change has a pointin
cookery instruction (6)

20 Examine the accuracy ofa
restaurant bill (5)

21 Tied asillustrated (5)

22 Stop working in the stables?
(5) ~ @
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Solutions Crossword 4252: Across: 1 Snail's pace, 6 Disc, 10 Stern, 11 Stratagem,
12 Macaroni, 13 Nitre, 15 Endmost, 17 Frights,19 Scratch, 21 Pageant, 22 Nylon, 24
Cressets, 27 Bagatelle, 28 Crete, 29 Eats, 30 Freebooter. Down: 1 Sash, 2 Alexander,
3Linda, 4 Pass out, 5 Cardiff, 7 Ingot, 8 Compensate, 9 Standing, 14 Personable, 16

Ostinato, 18 Heartbeat, 20 Heckler, 21 Precede, 23 Light, 25 Secco, 26 Peer. ; Ral=:
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The fact that If you are confused,

Mercury and Venus it's because you are

are loosely trying too hard to
understand a world

challenging your
sign should be positive for your
amazing gains are promised to

Ariens who thrive on

practical responsibilities,

evenif your first instinct is to

TAURUS (Apr 21 - May 21)
Today’s Moon is

@ which is bound to
help you in almost

rule though, and that’s to be as

diplomatic as you possibly can.
and you can afford to indulge
your heart’s desire in love.

GEMINI (May 22 - June 21)
Cash plans require a

@ although there is
good news on the

property market, or otherwise

making large domestic

the right course. But keep a

close eye on changing

caughtout.

CANCER (June 22 - July 23)
make mountains
out of molehills.

sometimes that is a good thing,

for only if you exaggerate small
grand ambitions which are
necessary for a truly fulfilled
along way.

LEO (July 24 - Aug 23)
conditions still look
decidedly positive

do so for some time.

Meanwhile, it will do you

and uncover inefficiency.

Romantic plans take a turn for

find that you were right about

aparticular person.
The Sun, Mercury

@ and Jupiter are now
chartlike a flock of

exotic birds, revealing wisdom,

change, although not
necessarily in that order. Let
prospects which once seemed
beyond your grasp.

favour, lie back and let your
might come up with some
You are still
@ yourself, much as
your life. Actually, it would do
humble. I mean, if you don’t
SAGITTARIUS (Nov 24 - Dec 22)
indicates that career
although you'll have difficulty
working responsibilities. You
CAPRICORN (Dec 23 - Jan 20)
what is on offer, or
be a third option, and if you
your cake and eat it.
AQUARIUS (Jan 21- Feb 19)
secret worries, as
highlight your inner
of confidence and lay
in handy.
be in a triumphant
they have anything to be
to put your own doubts to one
take you more seriously

which is completely
dreams carry you to new
utterly brilliant ideas.
inclined to keep
you may wish to brag and
you good to show off a bit,
blow your own trumpet,
Aremarkable line,
@ interests are
combining existing domestic
need to be noticed. But then,
Are you sure you
@ do you want to hold
are extremely fleet of foot you
Sometimes you get what
You have a few
@ you are only too
insecurity, but give you the
foundations for the future.
PISCES (Feb 20 - Mar 20)
mood. Itisn’t
pleased about or not. Your
side and be happy for them.
in future.

New Delhi

plans and partnerships, and
challenge. You must stick with
runaway.

deeply favourable,
any venture. There’s a golden
Travel plans should go well,
Don’t hold back.

little extra scrutiny,
way. If you're involved in the
purchases, you should be on
conditions or you might be

You always tend to
@ However,
events will you conjure up the
life. Alittle imagination can go

Financial
@ and will continue to
good to check practical details
the better, and you will soon
VIRGO (Aug 24 - Sep 23)

flying through your
good fortune and pressure for
yourself go, and investigate

- N

irrational. Do yourself a
lands. You never know - you
SCORPIO (Oct 24 - Nov 23)

your feelings to
bluster about other areas of
rather than always being so
nobody else will.

up of planets
becoming more important,
commitments with new
why not?

want to accept
out for the best? There could
may actually be able to have
you deserve.

private fears and
aware. Today’s planets
chance to overcome your lack
Alittle courage will come

Partners seem to
@ important whether
only concern should be
You might just find that they
L]
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— BRIEFLY ——

Narine cleared of

suspectaction

Abu Dhabi: Kolkata Knight Riders'West
Indian spinner Sunil Narine was on

inarelief for the player as well as for his
franchise, the IPL committee found his

Kolkata: The victory parade following
the handing over of I-League trophy to
Mohun Bagan on Sunday witnessed
gross violation of Covid-19 safety guide-
lines as more than 50,000 frenzied fans
were seen celebrating on the city streets
without any visible sign of social dis-
tancing norms. The video of parade was
alsouploaded on the club's Twitter han-
dle. Incidentally, Union Sports Minister
Kiren Rijiju tweeted on the video: "This
is that famous festive football frenzy of
Kolkata like the most about! ...” Bagan
general secretary Srinjoy Bose said he
was "concerned" but to stop the pas-
sionate fans from thronging the parade
"was not in his hands".

Zverevends title wait,
wins Cologne Indoors

Cologne: Alexander Zverev ended his
17-month wait for a title by drawing
on the pain of his U.S. Open final de-
feat to beat Felix Auger-Aliassime 6-3,
6-3 and win the Cologne Indoors on
Sunday. Zverev has had a break-

he lost to Dominic Thiem. Zverev has
said he thinks almost constantly about
thatfinal, and he credited it with rais-
ing his game in Cologne. "I had a very
tough final in New York and, the next
final I played here, [ wanted to come
out and play my best tennis," he said.

AGENCIES

Ferguson Locks out Sunrisers

Kiwi speedster announces his IPL arrival in stupendous fashion as KKR prevail in Super Over

SELDOM HAS a fast bowler ever influenced

his intervention. Knight Riders had no hesi-
tationin letting Ferguson, playing his first [IPL
match of the season. bowl the Super Over,
and he killed the contest in three balls. The
first, a good-length ball at pace, disarrayed
David Warner’s stumps. The second, a short-
of-length ball, was miscued for a brace. The
third, a slightly fuller off-cutter, thumped
Abdul Samad’s middle stump. The target of
three was too measly for KKR to mess it up.

Only Warner seemed capable of spoiling
Ferguson’s dreamy evening, but in the inky
skies of Abu Dhabi, Ferguson’s name was
written in bold.

Fergie’s time

In the deafening silence of the Abu
Dhabi's Sheikh Zayed Stadium, Ferguson re-
discovered his rhythm. Playing his first IPL
game of the season and only the 10th in three
years, the Kiwi was always daunted by the
IPL massive crowds in the pre-pandemic
years. “ couldn’t get over the noise,” he said
inaninterview on the KKR website recently.
He offers the logic too: “I think it was diffi-
cult to measure for a Kiwi because for the
Black Caps, a crowd of 20,000 s a big crowd.”

Bereft of a crowd, on a relatively sluggish

stroke to avert the looming danger. He tried to
dig out aflat and flaming yorker, dipping and
tailing into his off-stump. But even before his
hands could execute the orders of his body,
the ball had blasted the off-stump.

Pandey was Ferguson'’s third wicket of the
evening, and he had nearly single-handedly
pulled his team back from the jaws of a cer-
tain defeat. Hyderabad were 58 in six overs,

Lockie Ferguson celebrates after dismissing David Warner. BCCl/IPL

chasing 164 for victory, when he took out his
national team captain Kane Williamson. Next
over, after a pace barrage, he deceived Priyam
Garg with change of pace. The side-of-the-
hand off-cutter barely nudged 120 kmbh, as
the young Indian batsman swiped at thin air.

As much as his pace and the mastery in
changing pace, Ferguson'’s accuracy of length
and line stood out. He mostly peddled back of

further bolstered the narrative. His match fig-
ures -4.3-0-17-5 - tell a vivid tale.

David’s heroics

[t might have been by sheer default that
Warner ended up batting down the order —
to enable the injured Williamson the free-
dom of Powerplay field restrictions. For
someone who has batted most of his career

at the top of the batting order, Warner hardly
struggled in his new role. He nearly orches-
trated a calculated chase, in the face of a
proper fast-bowling assault by Ferguson.

It was the evening he appropriated
Dhoni, guarding his wicket, running hard,
keeping the chase alive and bringing it down
the wire. Sunrisers required 18 from the last
over, bowled by Andre Russell. When Warner

just three, taking the match to the Super
Over. His side was beaten, but the chase shed
another dimension of Warner’s batting.
BRIEF SCORES: KKR 163/5 in 20 overs (S
Gill 36, E Morgan 34, N Rana 29; T Natarajan
2/40)bt SRK 163/6in 20 overs (D Warner 47%,
] Bairstow 36, K Williamson 29, L Ferguson
3/15) via Super Over
Playing tonight: CSK vs RR, 7.30pm

THE SUPER OVER

SRH:2/2

0.1: Ferguson bowls a good length
ball pitching at the middle stump.
Warner misses, gets bowled

0.2: Samad hits towards long-on,
runs two

0.3:Samad does not read a slower
ball, goes for a slog, misses it and

0.1: Rashid Khan to Morgan, no run

0.2: Morgan sweeps one towards
midwicket, runs a single

0.3: Khan to Karthik, dot ball

0.4: Googly gets deflected off thigh
guard, batsmen run two.

Kings XI beat
Mumbai after
two Super Overs

Sunday cleared by the Indian Premier SYNOPSIS SYNOPSIS

League's suspect bowling action com- Fergie’s time in Abu Dhabi, Sublime Rahul outshines MI's
mittee after being reported last week. despite David’s heroics heavy metal finish in a thriller
Narine was reported fora suspectaction

during his team's clash against Kings XI

Punjab last Saturday and another such

instance could have led him to being SANDIPG SHAMIKCHAKRABARTY

barred from bowling in the league. But, OCTOBER18 OCTOBER18

ONE SUPER Over was not enough to separate

bowling action to be clean. an IPL game as tellingly as Kolkata Knight the two sides. In the first one, Jasprit Bumrah
Riders’ Lockie Ferguson against Sunrisers took two wickets for Mumbai Indians and con-

Hyderabad. Asiif his four astounding overs in ceded just five runs. Mohammed Shami

Bagan fanS ﬂOUt regular time were inadequate, he delivered matched the effort to ensure Kings XI Punjab
1 the perfect Super Over to enable his side to stayed alive. Players involved in the first Super

norms d uri ng pa rade sneakin a victory that seemed distant before Over couldn’t take part in the second. KXIP

knocked off the target of 12 with Chris Gayle
hitting Trent Boult for a six first balland Mayank
Agarwal sealing the deal with two boundaries.

Sublime Rahul

In the regulation chase, Agarwal departed
early. Nicholas Pooran was done in by a Bumrah
bouncer at a crucial moment. But KL Rahul’s
sublime 55-ball 77 kept KXIPin the game. And
although the excellent Bumrah cleaned up
Rahulwitha 149kph yorker, the latter had done
just enough to keep his team in the contest.

MTI'’s heavy metal finish

Even losing early wickets represented an
opportunity to MI. Their undercooked lower-
middle order, Kieron Pollard to be precise, got
some batting minutes. The team’s top and mid-
dle order have been doing the joball this while.
On Sunday, Pollard got 12 balls and scored 34
notout, hitting four sixes. Nathan Coulter-Nile,
in his second match of the tournament, re-
mained unbeaten on 24 off 12 deliveries.
Together they added 57 runs for the seventh
wicket without being separated, as MI's heavy
metal finish undid the good work of the KXIP
bowlers upfront. Fifty-four runsin the last three
overs took the defending champions to 176/6.

through year in Grand Slam tourna- surface, Ferguson’s searing pace was hotter  length,anglinginto theright-handerand pitch-  got the strike, they needed 16 off five. The gets bowled They were 38/3 in the sixth over and 119/6 in
ments with his first semifinal at the than the blazing sun. Manish Pandey would  ing in the corridor. The IPLin the desert has  next three deliveries thundered to the ropes the 17th. KXIPlost the toss but responded bril-
Australian Openin January and first fi- admit. The Sunrisers batsman thoughthehad  been something of an oasis for fast bowlers,  in typical Warner fashion. All shoulders and liantly. Young Arshdeep Singh dismissed Rohit
nal at the U.S. Open last month, when sized up the delivery and offered the likeliest  the out-and-out-ones,and Ferguson’srisehas  forearms. But off the last two, he managed KKR:3/0 Sharmaand Ishan Kishaninside the Powerplay.

Mohammed Shami removed Suryakumar
Yadav. ButKrunal Pandya’s 58-run partnership
with Quinton de Kock steadied the ship for ML

BRIEF SCORES: Mumbai Indians 176/6 in
20 overs (Q de Kock 53; M Shami 2/30) lost to
KXIP 176/6 in 20 overs (KL Rahul 77; ] Bumrah
3/24)via Super Over

Super Over 1: KXIP 5/2; M1 5/2

Super Over 2: MI 11/1; KXIP 15/0
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