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LATE RFN SHYAM RAI

ON 16 OCT 2001 NO 9422948 LATE RFN SHYAM

RAI OF 3/11 GR HAD MADE SUPREME SACRI-

FICE DURING OP RAKSHAK (J&K) IN OCT 2001.

COLONEL 11 GR & SIKKIM SCOUTS AND

ALL RANKS


S�A�L�U�T�E �T�H�E 
S�O�L�D�I�E	R

E- TENDERING PRESS NOTICE
Executive Engineer, Civil Division No. IV, Irrigation & Flood Control
Department Govt. of NCT of Delhi L.M. Bund Office Complex, Shastri Nagar,
Delhi-31 invites on behalf of President of India online Percentage rate tender
from approved and eligible contractors registered with of Irrigation & Flood
Control Department upto 3.00PM dated on 19.10.2020 for the works:
H.O.A.: 2711 NON PLAN (REVENUE) MAINTEANCE DRAINAGE
1. NIT No. 28/EE/CD-IV/IFC/2020-21 (ID No. 2020_IFC_195100_1) Name
of work: Repair of material test lab & CD-IV office building at L.M. Bund
Office Complex. Shastri Nagar, Delhi-110031. Estimated Cost of Rs
19,86,047/- Earnest Money Rs 39,721/- period of completion 90 days
H.O.A.: Trans Yamuna Area Development Board
2. NIT No. 183/RE/CD-IV/IFC/2019-20 (ID No. 2020_IFC_195248_1) Name
of work: Supplying & Fixing of Steel Benchs in the park under four wards
(32, 33, 34 &35) in Seemapuri AC-63. Estimated Cost of Rs 1,00,47,039/-
Earnest Money Rs 2,00,941/- period of completion 90 days
H.O.A.: 2711 NON PLAN (REVENUE) MAINTEANCE DRAINAGE
3. NIT No. 30/EE/CD-IV/IFC/2020-21 (ID No. 2020_IFC_195455_1) Name
of work: Deployment of Security guard and Computer Operator/Office
Assistant for Offices of I&FC Department, GNCTD located at L.M. Bund
Office Complex, Shastri Nagar, Delhi - 110031. Estimated Cost of Rs
65,83,109/- Earnest Money Rs 1,31,662/- period of completion 365 days
Note: 1) The enlistment of the contractors should be valid on the last date of
opening of tender. In case only the last date of opening of tender is
extended, the enlistment of contractor should be valid on the original date of
opening of tenders. 2) The following Scanned copies are required to be
uploaded: - (i) Scanned Copy of GST Registration.(ii) Scanned copy of
Registration of enlistment in the appropriates class.(iii) Scanned Copy of
EMD. (iv) Copy of Pan Number. (v) Valid Mobile Number, WhatsApp Number
and E-mail ID.(vi) Scanned copy of Registration with Home Department
GNCT of Delhi (only 3) (vii) Audited balance sheet & Profit and Loss Account
of last three years (only 3) (vii) The firm/agency must enclose certificate valid
only on Rs. 10/- stamp paper indicating that there is not criminal/legal suit
and black listed by any central/state/university/autonomous organization
pending or contemplated against them (not more than 3 months) (only 3)
(3) EMD's in the form of DD/FDR in favour of EE, CD-IV may be submitted
in the Olo of EE, CD-IV physically upto 3.00 P.M.in the date of opening
tender. If the same shall not be deposited physically, the tender shall be
treated as cancelled. The Detail of above mentioned work can be seen and
downloaded from website http://govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in 4) No
manual tender shall be accepted; only tender submitted through e-
procurement portal shall be considered.

Sd/-
DIP/Shabdarth/0363/20-21 EXECUTIVE ENGINEER

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
Executive Engineer P.W.Division No. 1 Nagpur

INVITATION FOR TENDERS
e-mail: divlnagpur.ee@mahapwd.com

E-Tender Notice No. 19/2020-21
Short Tender Notice

Online Item Rate Tenders in B-1 form are invited by the Executive Engineer. Public Works
Division No. 1, Nagpur for the following work form experienced Contractor. It is not neces-
sary that the contractor should be registered with P.W.D. The name of work, estimated cost,
time limit for completion etc. are as under.

1. Detailed tender notice can be seen on web sit and https://mahatenders.gov.in
1. Detailed tender notice can be seen on the Notice Board in the office of the undersigned.
2. Right is reserved to reject any or all tenders without assigning any reason thereof.
3. In this Tender Notice, Tender downloading, Tender opening etc. information available on

web site.
4. The bidder shall submit the hard copy of tender document (Technical and financial

Envelope) in sealed envelope with in 3 days from last date of submission at the office of
tender opening authority.

O.W.No. 5676 dt 12.10.2020 Sd/-
Executive Engineer

P.W.Dn. No. 1 Nagpur

SR.
No.

1

2

3

Name of Work

Providing Painting, Polishing, Repairs to
Furniture, Sanitary, Repairs and other Misc.
Works at Old & Annex building at
Vidhabhavan, Nagpur Tah. & Distt. Nagpur.
Providing Painting, Polishing, Repairs to
Furniture, Sanitary, Repairs and other Misc.
Works at New building at Vidhabhavan,
Nagpur Tah. & Distt. Nagpur.
Providing Painting, Polishing, Repairs to
Furniture, Sanitary, Repairs and other Misc.
Works at @ Barrack No. 1 to 16 at
Vadhanbhavan, Nagpur Tah. & Distt. Nagpur.

Estimated
Cost

(Rs. in lakh)

64.88

60.43

51.63

Cost of
Blank
Tender
Form

1120.00

1120.00

1120.00

Time limit
in Tender
(Calendar
Months)

1 Month

1 Month

1 Month

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR

SHER-l-KASHMIR INSTITUTE OF MEDICAL SCIENCES, SOURA
EXECUTIVE ENGINEER, MECHANICAL, SKIMS MC & H,

BEMINA & SKIMS, SOURA, SRINAGAR
Tel.: 0194-2402617, Ext.: 2159, E-mail: mechanicalskims@gmail.com

RE-01
SHORT TERM TENDER NOTICE
e-NIT No. 47 of 2020-21 Dated. 13.10.2020

For and on behalf of Lt. Governor of Jammu & Kashmir, Executive Engineer, Mechanical, SKIMS, Soura
Srinagar, invites online e-bids in two (02) cover system from Manufacturer’s/Authorized Dealers/
Registered/Repurted Firms and Experienced Firms having expertise as detailed in the tender document
for the following works:

The complete tender document is available at website http://jktenders.gov.in. lnterested Bidders/Tenderers
may view, download the e-bid document, seek clarifications and submit their bids online upto the date and time
mentioned in the table below. Tender Document contains qualifying criteria for bidders. Specifications, Bills of
Quantities & Terms and conditions of the contract and other relevant details.

i) Date and Time of Downloading/Sale of Tender Documents 14.10.2020 from 11.00 Hour
(Starting Date)

ii) Date & Time of Bidding Queries/Clarification/Pre-bid meet 17.10.2020 at 14.00 Hours

iii) Last Date & Time of Bid Uploading 19.10.2020 upto 16.00 Hour

iv) Date of Submission of Hard Copies (Original EMD/FDR & DD only) 20.10.2020 upto 14.00 Hour

v) Date & Time of Commercial/Technical Bid (Cover-I) Opening 20.10.2020 at 15.00 Hours (or
next convenient day)

vi) Date & Time of Financial Bid (Cover-lInd) Opening Shall be intimated separately

vii) Cost of e-Bid Document Rs. 500/- (Rupees Five Hundred
only)

viii) Amount of Earnest Money Deposit (CDR/FDR) Rs. 14700/- (Rupees Fourteen
Thousand & Seven Hundred only)

ix) Completion Time 5 Days

x) Budget Head Non-Plan for the Year 2020-21

Sr. Name of the Work Estimated
No. Cost

1. Rs. 7.35 Lacs

Sd/-
Executive Engineer,
Mechanical, SKIMS

No. SIMS 139 EX/MECH/2019-20-518/20-2438-48-5480-83
Dated: 13.10.2020

SIMS-5482

Providing, Fitting, Servicing & Repairing of Air Compressor Model XH2T-75NP of
Oxygen Concentrator Plant 750LMP in SKIMS, Soura.

NOTICE INVITING TENDER
(Through E-tendering)

E-tenders are invited from reputed and registered firms/contractors for the
following work:-

GURU HARGOBIND THERMAL PLANT, LEHRA MOHABBAT
DISTT. BATHINDA (PUNJAB)-151111

e-tendering website-https://pspcl.abcprocure.com

Sr. SHORT DESCRIPTION OF WORK
No.

1. AMC for Routine, Preventive and Break
Down Maintenance (Mechanical Works)
of Complete Conveyor System of CHP
Stage-I & II of GHTP, Lehra Mohabat as
per tender specifications.

2. AMC for Mechanical maintenance o all
the Heavy equipment (Wagon Tipplers.
Stacker Reclaimers, Primary &
Secondary Crushers), dust
Suppression System, Dust Extraction
system, Ventilation system of coal hand-
ing Plant Stage-I & II and Crusher/
Grinder of Coal Sampling lab of CHP
Stage-I & II of GHTP, Lehra Mohabbat
as per detail in Tender Specifications.

Tender Enquiry No.

99/GHTP/MM-II/CS-48 (VII)
Dated: 15.10.2020
EMD: Minimum Rs. 2,85,000/-
(Rupees two lac eighty five thou-
sand only)

32/MM-II/CHP/HEMC-308-VIII
Dated 15.10.2020
EMD: Minimum Rs. 2,46,000/-
(Rupees two lac forty six thou-
sand only)

Last Date & Time for bid submission: 23.11.2020 upto 11.30 hrs.

Date & Time of opening of Fee stage bid 24.11.2020 upto 12.00 hrs.

Detailed NIT and tender specification can be downloaded from website
http://eproc.punjab.gov.in from dated 16.10.2020 onwards.

Note:

1. The prospective bidders can obtain clarification regarding tender specifica-
tions from this office. For registration of digital signatures and uploading of
tender, information may be sought from http://eproc.punjab.gov.in

2. It is informed that in case the tender procuress is not completed due to any
reason no Corrigendum will be published in newspapers. Detail regarding
corrigendum may be seen on website i.e. http://eproc.punjab.gov.in

Sd/-
Superintending Engineer,

Mechanical Mtc. Circle-II, O&M
GHTP, PSPCL, Lehra Mohabbat,

Distt. Bathinda (Pb.)-151111
GHTP-50/2020
90890/Pb

ROURKELA SMART CITY LIMITED,
Rourkela

Udit Nagar, Rourkela-769012,
Email: rourkelascl@gmail.com

BID ID- RSCL/1825/2020 Date: 14.10.2020

NOTICE INVITING TENDER NATIONAL
COMPETITIVE BIDDING

The Chief Executive Officer, RSCL invites bids from eligible contractors
for the following projects:

Tender Fees is Rs.11,200/-. The complete BID documents can be
viewed/downloaded from official portal of Rourkela Municipal Corporation
(https://www.rmc.nic.in or e-procurement portal of Odisha
https://tendersodisha.gov.in from 15/10/2020 to 02/11/2020 (up to 17:00 Hrs.
IST). Pre-Bid Meeting will be held on 22/10/2020 at 12.30 P.M. in the Conference
Hall of RSCL. For queries, intending bidder may contact General Manager(E&T)
vide Phone No. 8249833105 and Email Id: rourkelascl@gmail.com.

Sd/-
Chief Executive Officer

Rourkela Smart City Limited

OIPR-13080/11/0011/2021

C-166

SL
No

Name of the Project Estimated Cost
of the Project

Rs. Cr.

Bid Security
Rs. In Lakhs

1 Development of Vending Zone near

Raghunath Pali Post Office and at Jail Road

in Rourkela on Percentage Rate Basis

3.40 3.40

2 Installation of Street lights in Different Slums

in Rourkela Except Ward No. (1-3) On

Percentage Rate Basis

0.97 1.00

OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER
PROCUREMENT CIRCLE, KPDCL KASHMIR 190018

Web Site: www.pmmpddjk.org, Tele/Fax: 0194-2493881,
email: epc2ndsrinagar@gmail.com

e-TENDER ABBREVIATED NOTICE

e-NIT No: SE/Proc/03/2020-21;

For and on behalf of the Managing Director, KPDCL Kashmir,
Superintending Engineer, Procurement Circle, KPDCL Kashmir
invites online e-bids from Govt. registered original equipment manu-
facturersfor supply of Outdoor Type Three Phase Oil Immersed
11kV/433-250V, 50 Hz, Almunium Wound, Distribution Transformers
of Energy Efficiency Level-2 as per IS: 1180(Part-1):2014 of rating
25kVA, 63kVA &100kVA for the requirement of KPDCL as under:

S.
No

1

2

3

Material Description

Outdoor Type Three Phase Oil Immersed
11kV/433-250V, 50 Hz, Almunium Wound,

Distribution Transformers of Energy
Efficiency Level-2 as per IS: 1180(Part-

1):2014 of rating

25kVA

63kVA

100 kVA

FOR ECSD Srinagar
(No’s)

115

300

250

The complete tender document is available at website http://jkten-
ders.gov.in.Interested bidder/tenderers may view, download the e-
Bid document, seek clarification and submit theire-Bid online up to
the date and time mentioned in the table below. Bidding Documents
contain Qualifying Criteria for Bidders, Specifications, Bill of
Quantities, Terms and Conditions of Contract and other details.

Sd/-
Superintending Engineer

Procurement (KPDCL)DIPK-NB-3014

i) Date and Time of download-
ing/Sale (Start) of Tender
Document

ii) Date & Time of Download/Sale
(End) of Tender Document

iii) Date & Time of Bidding
Queries/Clarifications

iv) Date & Time of Bid Uploading
(Start/End)

v) Submission of Hard Copy (end)
Date & Time

vi) Commercial/Technical Bid
Opening Date & Time

vii) Financial Bid Opening

viii) Venue of Commercial/
Technical Bid Opening

ix) Cost of e-Bid document

x) Amount of Earnest Money
Deposit

15.10.2020; 16:00 Hrs

05.11.2020; 14:00 Hrs

17.10.2020; 10:00 Hrs to
22.10.2020; 16:00 Hrs

23.10.2020; 10:00 Hrs to
05.11.2020; 14:00 Hrs

06.11.2020 in the office of Chief
Engineer Planning and
Procurement Bemina Srinagar.

07.11.2020; 14:00 Hrs

Shall be declared later on for the
technically qualified bidders

Soft Copy Electronically

Rs.500.00 (Rupees Five Hundred
only) for localfirms of J&K and
Rs.5000.00 (Rupees
FiveThousand Only) for firms out-
side J&K(Non-refundable)

Rs.5000.00 (Rupees Five thou-
sand only) for local firms of J&K
and Rs.908000.00 (Rupees Nine
Lacs EightThousandonly) for
firms outside J&K.

New Delhi
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DAYSAFTERSTANDOFFATGSTCOUNCILMEETING

Centre gives in, sayswill borrow to
make up for states’ GST shortfall

SREENIVASJANYALA
HYDERABAD,OCTOBER15

ALLTHROUGHThursday,theday
after extraordinarily heavy rain
wreaked havoc on Hyderabad,
60-year-oldMohammedAbdul
Taher Qureshi received one bad
news after another — until he
couldnolongerbear it.
FourmembersofTaher'sim-

mediate family are dead; an-
other four, including his five-
year-old grandson, aremissing.

In just oneday, theworld of the
retired state transport corpora-
tion driver has come crashing

downaroundhim.
The first blowcameatdawn,

whenTaherwasinformedthatthe

bodyofhiseight-year-oldgrand-
daughterAmerahadbeen found
nearFalaknuma,alittleover2km
fromthe family'shome inPalace
ViewColonyinBandlaguda.
Over thenext fewhours the

bodies of his three daughters-
in-law, Farzana Tabassum,
DharakshaQureshiandHumera
too,werefoundinthecanalnear
Falaknuma.
In the afternoon, when

Amera's bodywas brought be-
fore him, Taher could no longer
holdhimselfback,andcollapsed
inuncontrollable sobs.
All eightmembersof Taher's

family, the dead as well as the
missing, were swept away by

floodwaters that surged through
thecity thatwaspoundedby in-
cessantrainthatbeganonTuesday
evening. The last timeTaher saw
themwasbetween12.30amand
1amonWednesday.
“Itwassometimeaftermid-

night.Weheard the loud sound
of awall collapsing, andall nine
of us, includingmy two grand-
children,cameoutofthehouse,”
Taher said.
“We were standing on the

staircase. There was water all
around, the current was very
strong,anditwasdraggingvehi-
clesalong.Suddenly,thestaircase
startedshakingandcrumbled.As

CONTINUEDONPAGE6
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Lostmyfamily intheblinkof aneye:TaherQureshi (right)

Gone in a flash flood: 60-yr-old in Hyderabad
mourns loss of 4 family members, 4 missing

BUSINESS AS USUAL

BYUNNY

FIRST DAY, NOT MUCH OF A SHOW
Anemptycinemahall inNewDelhionThursday.Cinemahalls inseveralpartsof thecountry
openedfor thefirst timesincethe lockdowninMarch.AbhinavSaha REPORT,PAGE7

THEEDITORIAL PAGE

DALITPOLITICS:
ABROADER
IMAGINATION
BYSUHASPALSHIKAR
PAGE12

Willnot impact fiscaldeficit,willappearascapital receipts
forstates:FinanceMinistry;Oppstatessaywillingtotalk

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER15

IN A sharp retraction of its ear-
lier position, the Finance
Ministry Thursday said the
Centrewould borrow from the
market topay theGSTcompen-
sation shortfall of Rs 1.1 lakh
croretostates,andthenactasan
intermediarytoarrangeback-to-
backloanstostategovernments.

Thisarrangement,itsaid,will
not reflect in the fiscal deficit of
the Centre and will appear as
capitalreceiptsforstategovern-
ments.

AseniorFinanceMinistryof-
ficial said theback-to-back loan
would be similar to the way
funding frommultilateral insti-
tutions such as theWorld Bank
andAsianDevelopmentBank is
routed to states, where the
Centre borrows and then lends
to states. “So instead of states
taking small loans, one big loan
will be taken by the Centre and
distributedtostatesontheexact

CONTINUEDONPAGE6

KARISHMAMEHROTRA
SANFRANCISCO,OCTOBER15

EVERYFOURyears,theUShasan
“ElectionDay”onthefirstTuesday
afterNovember1,withtheresult
usually called by the end of the
day.Butthisyear,electionofficials
are speaking of an “Election
Week”,cautioningAmericansnot
toexpectanimmediateresult.
Thereasonforthat is theun-

precedented surge inwhatwas
once an uneventful process —
mail-in voting.With Covid and
social distancing the new nor-
mal, a record number of

American voters have opted to
mail in theirvotingpreferences.
Of the 78 million mail-in

votes requested this year, 9.3
million had been submitted by
the beginning of this week, ac-

cording to the University of
Florida’sUSElectionsProject.By
this point in 2016, with three
weeksstill togofortheelection,
only about 1.4 million people
hadvoted.Thisyear,somestates
— Pennsylvania, Kentucky,
Virginia—havealreadyreceived
moremail-in ballots than their
totalmail-inballots in2016.
“It’sgreatthatvotershavehis-

toricaccesstomail-inballotsand
arevotinginsafeandsecureways.

CONTINUEDONPAGE6

RACE FOR
THEWHITE

HOUSE

Record surge in mail-in votes, poll
officials warn of delayed results

ANANTHAKRISHNANG
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER15

ADVOCATEASHWINIUpadhyay,
onwhosePILtheSupremeCourt
had ordered special courts for
cases against MPs and MLAs,
wroteThursdaytoChiefJusticeof
IndiaSABobde,urginghimtocall
ameetingof the full court in the
wake of Andhra Pradesh Chief
MinisterYSJaganMohanReddy’s
letter to the CJI and a press con-

ference levelling chargesagainst
JusticeNVRamana.
SlammingtheChiefMinister

forhis“blatantattempttoshake
the confidence of the public at
largeinthejudiciary,”Upadhyay

said,“Reddyhascrossedtheline
which separates Judiciary and
Executive”.
Upadhyay sent the letter on

the daymore Bar associations
condemned Reddy’s remarks
and rallied behind Justice
Ramanawhoisnextinlinetobe
theCJI.
His PIL, filed in 2016with a

viewtocheckcriminalisationof
politicsbyfast-trackingcriminal
casesagainst sittingand former

CONTINUEDONPAGE6

Petitioner behind court for MPs slams
Jagan, wants full SC to ‘take stern steps’

NIRUPAMA
SUBRAMANIAN
MUMBAI,OCTOBER15

THE INDIANHigh Commission
inPakistanThursdaymovedthe
IslamabadHighCourtforthere-
lease of four Indian nationals
convicted bymilitary courts on
charges of alleged espionage,
and who remain imprisoned
long after they had completed
their sentence — in one case,
more than13yearsago.
The Constitutional petition

filed by the High Commission
through First Secretary Aparna
Ray—thefourmenandthemis-
sion are the petitioners — says
their continued incarceration is
“illegal” and “unjusitified” as it
violatesPakistan'sownlawsand
is“againstthedictumsofthesu-
perior courtsof thecountry”.
The petition comes up for

hearing Friday before Justice
MohsinAkhtarKayani.
The petition seeks their re-

lease “in the interest of justice,
fairplayandequality”.Itasksthe

CONTINUEDONPAGE6

JaganMohan
Reddywrote
toCJI
SABobde
onOctober6

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
MUMBAI,NEWDELHI,
OCTOBER15

BROADCASTAUDIENCEResearch
Council(BARC),theindustrybody
thatmeasures Television Rating
Points(TRPs),hassuspendedthe
publicationofweekly individual
ratings of news channels for
“eight to12weeks”, days after
MumbaiPolicebeganinvestigat-
ing a “racket” of fraudulentma-
nipulationofTRPs.
Five persons, including two

formeremployeesofHansa, the
agency that calculates the rat-
ings for BARC, have been ar-
rested.Atleastthreechannels—
ArnabGoswami'sRepublic, Box
Cinemas,andFaktMarathi—are
allegedly involved in the racket,
according topolice.
Inastatement,BARCsaidthat

“[i]nthelightof therecentdevel-
opments, BARC Board has pro-
posed that its Technical
Committee(TechComm)review
and augment the current stan-
dardsofmeasuringandreporting
the data of niche genres, to im-
prove their statistical robustness
and to significantly hamper the
potential attempts of infiltrating

CONTINUEDONPAGE6

TRP probe:
Freeze on
rating news
channels for
8-12 weeks

DEEPTIMANTIWARY
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER15

THE ENFORCEMENT
Directorate Thursday
searched the premises of co-
operative giant Indian
FarmersFertiliserCooperative
Limited (IFFCO) and its
ManagingDirectorandCEOU
SAwasthi inconnectionwith
a case of money laundering
registered by the ED for al-
leged irregularities in finan-
cial transactions,official sources
toldThe IndianExpress.
The search was conducted

five days after The Indian
Express reported that 14
transactions worth over $18
million, involving IFFCO and
three companies based in
Dubai, Switzerland and
Singapore in July 2014, were
red-flaggedbyDeutscheBank
Trust Company Americas
(DBTCA) to the US financial
watchdog, Financial Crimes
EnforcementNetwork.
The report was part of

FinCEN Files, a global investi-
gationledbytheInternational
Consortium of Investigative
Journalists (ICIJ) and BuzzFeed

CONTINUEDONPAGE6

The IndianExpress report
onOctober10

Money laundering case: ED raids
IFFCO, its managing director

HARISHDAMODARAN
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER15

THE CENTRE is working on a
plan to cap the number of sub-
sidised fertiliser bags that indi-
vidual farmers can buy in any
croppingseason.
Thiscomesevenasdisbursal

of fertilisersubsidytocompanies
has, since March 2018, been
made conditional upon actual
sales to farmers and these get-
ting registered on point-of-sale
(POS) machines. With compa-
nies now being paid only after
farmershavepurchased—inthe
earlier system, the baggedma-
terial dispatched from the fac-
tory/port had tomerely be re-
ceived at a district’s railhead
pointorapprovedgodown—the
NarendraModigovernmentbe-
lieves that it has significantly
controlled“wholesalediversion”
of subsidisednutrients.
“Previously, therewasscope

forpilferage,rightfromthepoint
of dispatch till the retailer end.
Today, such leakage is happen-
ing only at the 2.30 lakh retail
outlets,wherePOSmachinesare
installed and every transaction
has to be captured on these de-
vices to qualify for subsidy pay-

ment.Ournext target is toelim-
inate retail diversion by ensur-
ing only genuine farmers are
buying,” ahighly-placedofficial
toldThe IndianExpress.
Currently,thegovernmentis

following a “no-denial” policy:
anybody,non-farmersincluded,
canbuyanyquantityof fertiliser

CONTINUEDONPAGE6

To check diversion,
Centre plans limit
on purchase of
fertilisers by farmers

EXPRESSNETWORK

MUZAMILJALEEL
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER15

THEJ&KAnti-CorruptionBureau,
which re-investigated the 2009
Gulmarglandscandal,hasagain
indictedBaseerAhmadKhan,an
IASofficialwhohassinceretired
and is now Advisor to the
Lieutenant Governor, for his al-
legedrole inthecase.
Chargesheeted, arrested on

September 23, 2013 and re-
leased on bail the same day,
Khan went on to become
Divisional Commissioner,
Kashmir.HewasnamedAdvisor
bytheCentreinMarchthisyear.
Thenewindictmentby theACB
isleavingredfacesintheadmin-
istrationwhichhasbeen claim-
ing success in its fight against
corruption, especially after the
abrogation of J&K’s special sta-
tus lastyear.
On June 11 this year, the

Court of Special Judge, Anti-
Corruption, Baramulla, hearing
the case since 2012, asked the
ACB to investigate the “impact”
of two documents “regarding
the involvement of the accused
inthecaseandproducethesup-
plementary chargesheet” on
October10.

CONTINUEDONPAGE6

Gulmarg land
case: Probe
indicts L-G
Advisor again

Finance
Minister
Nirmala
Sitharaman

Behind Centre’s shift, a
nudge from Reserve Bank
AANCHALMAGAZINE
&GEORGEMATHEW
NEWDELHI,MUMBAI,
OCTOBER15

THESHIFTinstancebytheCentre
Thursday to resort todirectbor-
rowingtocoverupforGSTcom-
pensationshortfallhappenedaf-
ter the Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) expressed its reservations

over statesbeingasked todo so,
The IndianExpresshas learnt.
Governmentofficialstermed

the newmechanism as being
“administratively convenient”,
with all states getting loans at a
uniform interest rate, though
theyacknowledgedthatthenew
routewas considered after the
RBIshoweditspreferenceforthe
Centre to borrow to fund the
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UREAPRICEShaven’t
beenraised forovereight
years.Norhas theModi
government tried, focus-
ing insteadonreducing
consumption—firstby
compulsoryneem-coat-
ingandthenpayingsub-
sidy tocompaniesonly
after sales to farmersare
registeredonPOSma-
chines. Thenext step is to
cap thenumberof bagsa
farmercanbuy.By limit-
ingconsumptiononly to
genuine farmers, the
Centrehopes tocontrol
its subsidybill.

Focuson
curbing
purchaseE●EX

PL
AI
NE
D

India tells Pakistan court
to free four Indians as jail
terms over, hearing today

New Delhi



THESECONDPAGE6 WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
THEINDIANEXPRESS,FRIDAY,OCTOBER16,2020

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

HowCovid-19
lockdownsledtothe
riseinchildtrafficking
NEWEPISODEEVERYDAY

Todayonthe‘3Things’podcast,wetalk
abouttheriseinchildtraffickingcasesand
howthegovernmentisill-equippedtodeal
withtheproblem.
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Nudge from RBI
shortfall.
“Tomeet the GST shortfall,

RBIwanted the central govern-
ment to borrow, not state gov-
ernments. The view has been
that the Centre can borrow at
cheaperratesthanstates,atleast
50basispointscheaper.TheRBI
assured the Centre that it will
managetheCentre'sborrowing
in the best possiblemanner,” a
senior official told The Indian
Express.
Another senior official said

the RBI insisted on the Centre
borrowing, rather than states.
“RBI said that you better do it
thisway.Becausethen,it’sacen-
tral government borrowing
ratherthanstatesdoingso,” the
official said.
However, a senior

DepartmentofEconomicAffairs
official said: “Why should RBI
have any issues? In any case,
states would have borrowed if
they would not have got this
compensation.”
The urgency to tweak the

norms and put in place the
mechanism for borrowing also
drew from the realisation that
many states are in urgent need
of funds,especiallysinceonlyRs
20,000crorehasbeendisbursed
so far,while theshortfall stands
atRs1.5 lakhcrore till July.
“Statesneedmoney.OnlyRs

20,000 crore has gone so far
against a shortfall of Rs 1.5 lakh
crore till July. About Rs 50,000-
60,000croreshouldreachstates
now,”anofficial said.
The threat of a legal chal-

lengebya statealsoweighed in
thediscussionsastheCentrede-
cided to tweak its norms for
Option 1 of the two offered to
statesearliertobridgethedeficit
for this fiscal.

Gulmarg
The two documents were a

letter written by Special
Secretary (Law) to
Commissioner/Secretary,
General Administrative
Department, on September 15,
2016; and the opinion of the
then Advocate General sought
by the Lawdepartment regard-
ing grant of sanction for prose-
cution against the accused offi-
cialsonMarch23,2011.
Now a detailed report, sub-

mitted to the court by Senior
Superintendent of Police, ACB,
Baramulla, states that the “two
communications referred for
further investigation by the
Hon’ble Court of Special Judge
Anti-Corruption, Baramulla, do
notaltertheculpability/involve-
mentofaccusedpublicservants
and private beneficiaries
chargesheeted before the com-
petentcourton25-09-2012and
21-09-2013.”
Khandidnotrespondtocalls,

text messages from The Indian
Express for comment. The offi-
cial spokesperson for the J&K
governmenttoodidnotrespond
toquerieson theACBreport.
In 2009, the State Vigilance

Organisation (nowACB) regis-
tered a case against 20 people,
including Khanwhowas then
the Baramulla Deputy
Commissioner,andsixothertop
bureaucrats, for allegedlymis-
using their official positions to
transfer state land in Gulmarg,
earmarked for development of
tourist infrastructure, toprivate
parties.
This, theSVOsaid,was invi-

olation of J&K State Lands
(Vesting of Ownership to the
Occupants) Act, 2001orRoshni
Act.
According to the charge-

sheet, theprobeconcludedthat
the accused officials, including
Khan, entered into a “criminal
conspiracy”withthebeneficiar-
ies, manipulated records, vio-
lated the Roshni Act to illegally
transfer the ownership of state
land toprivateparties.
Khan was arrested on

September23, 2013by the SVO
onthechargeofcorruption.The
Department of Personnel &
Training (DoPT) had granted
sanction for his prosecution on
August21,2013.
In2018,aftercentralrulewas

imposed in J&K, the Roshni law
was scrapped by the then
Governor, SatyaPalMalik.
Last Friday, J&K High Court

ruled that the lawwas “uncon-
stitutional”, turning all land
transfers made under this Act
“voidabinitio”(invalidfromthe
outset).Thecourtalsoordereda
probebytheCBIintolandtrans-
fersmadeunder this law.
Theseare somedetails from

the ACB report to the court on
October10:

■ “The challan of the case
was produced before the com-
petent court on 25-9-2012
againstthethendivisionalcom-
missioner Kashmir and 18 oth-
ers and supplementary
chargesheetagainsttheaccused
deputy commissioner Bara-
mulla was produced on 21-9-
2013afterreceiptofprosecution
sanction from Government of
India vide order dated 21-8-
2013”.

■“However,theHonourable
Special Judge Anti-Corruption
Court, Baramulla vide his order
dated 11-6- 2020 has put the
proceedings of charge on hold,
directingACBtoinvestigatefur-
ther the impact of documents
regarding the involvement of
theaccusedinthecaseandpro-
duce the supplementary
chargesheet on10thof October
2020.”

■“During further investiga-
tion,factsof thecasewererevis-
itedanditwasfoundthat…..the
twoopinionshavealreadybeen
addressedduringtheinvestiga-
tion itself.”

■ “…opinion of Advocate
General has been alreadywell
thought by the government of
J&Kbeforegrantingsanctionfor
prosecution”.

■ “During investigation, it
hasbeenfoundthattheprocess
hasnot beenput onholdbyac-
cused public servants of their

ownwill, but due to the inter-
vention of higher authorities…
Theprocesshasnotbeenputon
holdbeforegivingtheoccupants
an opportunity to deposit the
amountsandstaketheirclaim.”

■“…thestatusof thelandin
question was sought from the
officesofDeputyCommissioner
Baramulla, Tehsildar Tangmarg
and Gulmarg Development
Authority.Theirresponses…re-
vealed that the accused occu-
pantscontinuethepossessionof
land and are running lucrative
hotelierbusinessoverit.Theac-
cused occupants have a legal
claim over the land after de-
positing the amounts in re-
sponsetothedemandnoticesof
accused public servants. So the
objective of the conspiracy has
beenachieved.”

■ “Despite the fact that J&K
State Lands (Vesting of
Ownership to the Occupants)
Act 2001 has been repealed by
theStategovernmentintheyear
2018,neitherthepremiseshave
been vacated nor the amount
depositedbythemhavebeenre-
funded.”

Mail-in votes
I lookat it as anElectionSeason
now, and not a day. We know
thatmore themail-in ballots in
states,thehighertheshareofthe
electoratethatturnsouttovote.

Soweare certainly going to see
an unprecedented turnout this
election,” said Amber
McReynolds, formerDirectorof
ElectionsinColorado,whereshe
ledoneof theearlyefforts to in-
still universalmail-in balloting
that has now inspired several
other states to followsuit.
Theprocesstocountthebal-

lotsmight takemore time than
usual, she said, even as states
ramp upmachines and staff to
count thevote.
Election procedures and

rulesvaryacross states; there is
nonationwideelectionbodylike
India’sElectionCommission.
For instance, key battle-

ground states — Wisconsin,
Michigan, and Pennsylvania —
aren’t allowed to start their
counting processes until
Election Day. These states also
have a significant number of
IndianAmericanswhocouldbe
thedeciding factor.
Over the pastmonth,meta-

polls (tracking an aggregate of
state-level polls) have been
showingDemocratic candidate
Joe Biden as the clear winner.
Butwithmemoriesfrom2016–
whenpollstershadmisreadthe
elections–still fresh,mediaand
campaignnarrativeshaverelied
less on the polls this time
around.
PresidentDonaldTrumphas

gone great lengths to discredit
mail-in voting, claiming since
July that itwould increasevoter
fraud.Inthefinalmomentsofthe
first presidential debate, Trump
said,“Asfarastheballotsarecon-
cerned,it’sadisaster...Thisisgo-
ingtobeafraudlikeyou’venever
seen. On November 3, you’re
watchingandyou’regoingtosee
whowon the election... Butwe
mightnotknowformonthsbe-
cause these ballots are going to
beallover... It’sariggedelection.”
A Stanford working paper

has, however, showed that ex-
pandedmail-invotingisunlikely
to favouranyoneparty.
Half of themail-in ballot re-

quests are from registered
Democraticvoters,whileonly30
percentare fromRepublicans.

60-yr-old
all of us fell into the ragingwa-
ter,myyoungerbrotherSaddam
Qureshi, pushed me away to
safety, but hewas swept away
himself. In theblinkof theeye, I
lost eightmembers of my fam-
ily,’’ Taherwailed.
Saddam,55,alsoaretiredem-

ployee of the government, was
missing until late on Thursday
evening – aswere Taher's two
sons,MohammedAbdulWajeed
Qureshi andMohammedAbdul
WasayQureshi,andhisgrandson
AbdulWahab,5.

Wajeed works for the con-
sultancyandoutsourcingmulti-
national CapGemini, while
Wasayhas recently returned to
India from Saudi Arabia, Irfan
Qureshi, a cousin of the broth-
ers, toldThe IndianExpress.
Wajeed'swife, Farzana, was

24;Wasay's wife, Dharaksha,
was30.Thethirdwomanwhose
bodywas found, Humera, was
the wife of Taher's third son,
Wasif,whoworks inSaudi.
MailardevpallyPoliceStation

InspectorKNarasimhasaidsev-
eral teamsof thepoliceanddis-
aster management agencies
were searching for those who
are still missing. “We are still
looking. They may have been
sweptawayfartherthanweini-
tially thought,”hesaid.
The deep depression that

dumped a record 324mm rain
onHyderabadoverTuesdayand
Wednesday, inundated several
low-lying residential areas that
remained under water on
Thursdayaswell. Inneighbour-
hoodswherethewaterreceded,
residentsencounteredthicklay-
ers of slush,mudanddebris in-
side theirhomes.

TRP probe
thepanelhomes”.
This exercise, BARC said,

wouldcover“allHindi,Regional,
English News and Business

Newschannelswithimmediate
effect” — and that it would
“ceasepublishingtheweeklyin-
dividual ratings for all news
channels during the exercise”.
Theprocess is“expectedtotake
around 8-12 weeks including
validationandtestingunderthe
supervision of BARC's Tech
Comm”, thestatement said.
TRPs are a measure of TV-

watchingbehaviour, andoneof
themainthingsadvertiserslook
at while choosing channels.
NewsBroadcasters'Association
(NBA), the representative body
of private news channels, wel-
comed the BARC announce-
ment,andsaid it shouldusethe
period to “completely overhaul
itssystemsandrestorethecred-
ibility of the information it col-
lects about What India
Watches”.
The NBA statement said it

“believesthatthesuspension(of
publication of the ratings) is an
importantstepintherightdirec-
tion”.
On Thursday, top govern-

mentofficials are learnt tohave
toldtheParliamentaryStanding
Committee on Information &
Technology that TRP system
neededreform–itwasnotvery
scientific,andcouldbemanipu-
lated.
The Committee, which is

headed by CongressMP Shashi
Tharoor,heardfromrepresenta-
tives of NBA, Press Council of
India(PCI),andPrasarBharation
the 'Ethical Standards inMedia
Coverage'.

ED raids IFFCO
News,withTheIndianExpressas
apartner.
In July 2014, an Suspicious

Activity Report (SAR) filed by
DBTCA flagged 14 transactions
of IFFCOinvolvingtransfersand
remittancesworth $18.46mil-
lion.TheSARcited“negative in-
formationfoundontheMDand
CEOof IndianFarmersFertiliser
Cooperative Limited for poten-
tialmoney laundering”.
These transactions involved

IFFCO,itsDubaisubsidiaryKisan
International Trading FZE and
commoditiestradingcompanies
in Switzerland and Singapore.
Some transaction details indi-
cated the payments “were for
subscription fee (but) DBTCA
wasunabletoconfirmthecom-
mercial purposeof anyof these
transactions”.
The SAR also mentioned a

complaint by BJPMPNishikant
Dubey to then PrimeMinister
Manmohan Singh accusing
Awasthiof“financialfrauds,and
siphoningofmoneyandmoney
launderingactivities”.
Dubey,aLokSabhaMPfrom

Jharkhand, had told The Indian
Expressthathehadwrittenthree
complaints--between2011and
2013 -- to Singh and theywere
forwardedtoinvestigativeagen-
cies but the outcomewas “un-
known”.

Jagan letter
legislators, is currently being
heard by a bench headed by
JusticeRamana.
In his letter, Upadhyay al-

leged “serious cases of corrup-
tion,blackmoney,benamiprop-
ertyanddisproportionateassets
are pending against Mr Reddy
andhis colleagues”.
Referring to an analysis by

NGOAssociationforDemocratic
Reforms(ADR),hisletterstated,
“Reddy and his colleagues are
facing serious charges of crime
and corruption, which would
have landed any ordinaryman
injail forat least10years, if sen-
tenced concurrently, and for
morethan30years, if sentenced
consecutively.”
He pointed out that he had

also filed other PILs, including
one seeking ban on a convicted
person from forming a political
partyand/orbecomingpolitical
office bearer, another seeking
consecutive sentencing of the
corrupt,stillanothertobringna-
tional and state-recognisedpo-

liticalpartiesundertheambitof
the RTI Act,which are all pend-
ing incourt.
“The letter (by Reddy) and

press conference is no more
than a dishonest andmischie-
vous attempt to pressurize the
judiciary, when above stated
PILs are likely tobeheard for fi-
nal disposal. The letter was re-
leasedinpublicdomainnotonly
to derail the abovematters but
also to intimidate judicial pro-
ceedings.Infact,MrReddyisnot
only indulging in bench-hunt-
ing but also wants the Apex
Court to stop hearing these
cases,”Upadhyayalleged.

Indian mission
courttodeclaretheircustody,af-
ter the completionof their sen-
tences, as “illegal, unlawful, un-
precedented, result of
colourableexerciseofauthority,
based on malafide, abuse of
process of law” and
“amount[ing] to illegal deten-
tion” under the Constitution of
Pakistan.
The respondents are the

Ministries of Interior and
ForeignAffairsof Pakistan.
The petition names the four

menasBirjuDungDung,Vigyan
Kumar, Satish Bhog and Sonu
Singh. The first three are in
Central Jail Lahore, and the
fourth in District Prison (Malir)
Karachi. According to the peti-
tion, Dung Dung's sentence
ended in April 2007, Singh's in
March 2012, Kumar's in June
2014andBhog's inMay2015.
The petition, filed under

Article 199 of the Pakistan
Constitution, says theprisoners
were arrested by Pakistani au-
thorities, and charged and con-
victed bymilitary courts under
Section59of thePakistanArmy
Act,whichisthesectionon“civil
offences”usedforespionage-re-
lated charges, and under provi-
sionsof itsOfficial SecretsAct.
These are the same sections

usedagainstKulbhushanJadhav,
theformerNavalofficialarrested
inPakistaninApril2017,whowas
alsotriedinamilitarycourt,con-
victed of terrorism and espi-
onage, and sentenced to death.
Proceedingsinmilitarycourtsare
conducted secretly and specific
chargesarenotmadepublic.
The petition states that the

four men had not committed
anyoffenceandwerevictimsof
“abuseof law” fromtheir arrest
toconviction.Itinvokestheright
to life and liberty under
Pakistan'sConstitution,andsays
theprisonersarebeingdeprived
of legitimate rights due to “ex-
traneousconsiderationsandse-
verebackgroundof hostility”.
It also says the High

Commission presented several
notesverbale (diplomatic com-
munication) to Pakistan's
Ministry of Foreign Affairs for
the release and repatriation of
the fourmen,but tonoavail.
The Islamabadcourt issepa-

rately hearing the Jadhav case
followingtheInternationalCourt
of Justice'srulingthatPakistanis
“underanobligation toprovide,
bymeansofitsownchoosing,ef-
fective review and reconsidera-
tion of the conviction and sen-
tence”bythemilitarycourt.
The High Court had asked

Indiatoappointalawyertorep-
resent Jadhav, but Delhi has so
far refused to do so, saying it
must be allowed to appoint an
Indian lawyer and given free
consular access to him and his
case papers. Islamabad insists
that Jadhav can only have a
Pakistani lawyer.
Earlier thismonth,Ministry

of External Affairs spokesman
AnuragShrivastavsaidPakistan
had“failedtorespondoncoreis-
suespertainingtothiscase,and
the core issues are provision of
alldocumentsrelatedtothecase
and providing unimpeded, un-
conditional and unhindered
consular access to Kulbhushan
Jadhav".
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GST shortfall: Centre says will borrow
sameterms.Whateverinterest
ratetheCentreborrowson,the
sameratewill bepassedon to
thestates,” theofficial said.
The development comes

two days after a standoff be-
tweenOpposition-ruledstates
and the Centre over the com-
pensation shortfall. At
Monday's GST Council meet-
ing,bothsideshadfailedtoar-
riveataconsensusonthebor-
rowingoptions.
After Thursday's an-

nouncement, Opposition-
ruled states said theyarewill-
ing to negotiate with the
Centre. “I welcome the new
announcementasfarasitgoes.
Butonemoreissuethatshould
be discussed is how much
compensation should be de-
ferred? Iwould like the entire
Rs 2.3 lakh crore to be paid to
states this year itself,” Kerala
FinanceMinisterThomasIsaac
toldThe IndianExpress.

Though Isaac didn't fore-
close other options, including
a possible legal challenge, he
said the Centre should now
reach out to opposing states.
“Wearewillingtotalk,”hesaid.
The Centre had in August

giventwooptionstothestates
— either borrow Rs 97,000
crore from a special window
facilitatedbytheRBIorborrow
Rs 2.35 lakh crore from the
market. It had also proposed
extending the compensation
cess leviedon luxury, demerit
and sin goodsbeyond2022 to
repay theborrowing.
The Centre had later re-

vised the borrowing amount
under Option 1 to Rs 1.1 lakh
crore as it changed the as-
sumption of growth in GST
revenues to be 7 per cent in-
steadof theearlier10percent.
The total GST revenue

shortfall for thecurrent finan-
cial year was estimated to be

Rs3 lakhcrore, ofwhichcom-
pensation cess collectionwas
estimated to be Rs 65,000
crore, leavinga compensation
deficit of Rs2.35 lakhcrore.Of
this Rs 2.35 lakh crore, Rs 1.1
lakh crore shortfall has been
estimated on account of GST
implementation,whiletherest
of the amount is being esti-
mated as the impact of the
COVID-19pandemic.
In all, 21 states and two

UnionTerritorieshavealready
agreedto‘Option-1’of thebor-
rowing plan, while the other
opposingstateshadearliersaid
that they would meet on
Friday to considermoving the
Supreme Court. Seven states
had not detailed their choice
fortheCentre’searlierborrow-
ing proposal, under which a
special windowwas to be co-
ordinatedbytheCentreforthe
states toborrow.
“Itmayalsobeclarifiedthat

the general government
(states+Centre) borrowings
will not increase by this step.
The states that get the benefit
from the special window are
likelytoborrowaconsiderably
lesser amount from the addi-
tional borrowing facility of 2%
ofGSDP(from3%to5%)under
the Atma Nirbhar package,”
the government said in
Thursday's statement.
Itaddedthattheprocessun-

der the specialwindowwould
avoiddifferentialratesof inter-
estthatindividualstatesmaybe
charged for their respective
statedevelopmentloans.
Reacting to Thursday's an-

nouncement, senior Congress
leader and former finance
ministerPChidambaramsaid,
"If the Centre has decided to
borrow Rs 1.1 lakh crore and
extend it to states as back-to-
loans, Iwelcomethechangeof
position."

throughPOSmachines.Allthey
have to do is furnish their
Aadhaarunique identitynum-
ber. The quantities purchased,
alongwith the person’s name
and biometric authentication,
are then registered on the POS
device that is linked to the ‘e-
Urvarak’onlineplatformof the
DepartmentofFertilisers.
“We do have a restriction

thatnobodycanbuymorethan
100bagsof all fertilisersatone
time.Thislimitwasintroduced
fromAugust 11. Prior to that, it
was 200bags. But there aren’t
any curbs now on howmany
timesanybodycanbuyduringa
season,be itkharif or rabi,” the
officialexplained.
That could, however,

change.
Thee-Urvarakplatformhas

helped generate a database
with considerable granularity
that allows forweeding out of
non-deserving beneficiaries –
thosepurchasingquantitiesfar
in excess of that justified by
their operational holdings,
crops grown, etc. A paddy or
wheatfarmer,forinstance,uses
atmost threebagsof urea, one
bag of di-ammonium phos-
phate and half-a-bag ofmuri-
ateofpotashperacre.100bags
can,thus,comfortablymeetthe
seasonal requirement of a 20-

acrefarmer.
“Weare thinkingof further

reducing the limitonone-time
purchasetoaround50bagsand
maybeevenimposeacaponthe
totalnumberofbagsperperson
in a full season. Thosewanting
more can buy at the non-sub-
sidisedMRP (maximumretail
price),”theofficialsaid.
Under thenewsystem, the

subsidyonthetotalquantityof
fertilisers sold to farmers
through a retailer’s POSma-
chineistransferredtothecom-
pany concerned on aweekly

basis. In the event of capping,
themachine/platformwillstop
registering the extra bags that
would perforce have to be re-
tailed at the non-subsidised
MRPs.
Meanwhile, theModi gov-

ernment has already under-
takenanexercisetoidentifythe
“top20”ureabuyersofeachdis-
trict in 22major fertiliser-con-
sumingstates.
During the recent kharif

seasonfortheApril-Julyperiod,
the e-Urvarak database was
used to identify 13,054 such

purchasers. The details of the
number of bags, frequency of
buying, etcwereverified in re-
spectof12,866casesbythedis-
trict authorities. Based on this
data, notices were issued to
5,107fertiliserdealers,withthe
licencesof1,262retailersbeing
suspended/cancelled and 227
FIRsfiled.
“Atpresent,wearegoingaf-

ter only the retailers and not
farmers.TheFertiliser(Control)
Order,1985,undertheEssential
CommoditiesActenablesusto
bookanydealerwhomayhave
sold tobulkbuyers rather than
genuine farmers,” the official
pointedout.
The crackdown seems to

haveyielded results. Retail fer-
tilisersalesgrewbydouble-dig-
its year-on-year everymonth
betweenNovember and July.
But since August, they have
posted negative growth (see
table).
“Theactionagainstdealers,

plusthe100bagsone-timepur-
chase limit,mayhaveplayeda
part here,” the official added.
The Centre has budgeted Rs
71,309 crore towards fertiliser
subsidy for 2020-21. The
amountdoesnotincludetheRs
48,000 crore of unpaid arrears
estimatedbytheindustryatthe
endof thelast fiscal.

ALL-INDIA RETAIL FERTILISERSALES
2018-19 2019-20 %Growth

Nov 63.26 73.84 16.72

Dec 70.86 87.08 22.89

Jan 58.04 64.50 11.13

Feb 30.39 46.61 53.37

Mar 24.60 28.96 17.72

Apr 14.17 20.56 45.10

May 20.24 40.02 97.73

Jun 38.35 68.74 79.24

Jul 68.69 92.31 34.39

Aug 76.23 69.26 -9.14

Sep 53.26 47.34 -11.12
In lakh tonnes; Source:Departmentof Fertilisers

Centre plans limit on purchase of fertilisers by farmers

New Delhi



SURBHIGUPTA
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FROMTHE time one steps into
the building and enters the cin-
ema hall, the numerous ‘wel-
come back’ posters that are
spread all over the complex sig-
nalhoweagerlymultiplexeshave
been waiting to reopen. On
Thursday,ascinemahallsopened
after sixmonths, viewerswere
greetedwithnewprotocols—so-
cial distancing circles, thermal
checksandhandsanitiserstands.
Insteadofphysicalchecking,

a staff member at Cinepolis, at

the Savitri Complex in Greater
Kailash-II, geared up in amask,
face shield and gloves, asked if
the person had any of the pro-
hibited items listed on a board.
Inthe lobby,peoplesatonalter-
nate chairs —which had been
markedwithstickers—untilthe
screeningbegan.
Among the five-six people

whohadcometoCinepolis—one
ofthefewhallsscreeningfilmson
Thursday—wasGhaziabadresi-
dent Karan Tyagi. “I desperately
wantedtowatchamovieinahall,
something I did regularly before
the lockdown. The hall nearmy
home (a PVR hall) opens on

Friday,soIdecidedtocomehere,”
saidthe30-year-old.
Watchingamovieonthebig

screenwasan“escape” fromhis
stressful life, he said, as he had
recentlylosthisjobatacompany
inGurgaon.
For the afternoon show, at

2.30 pm, the hallwas screening
the Taapsee Pannu-starrer
Thappad, whichhad releasedon
February 28 andwas one of the
lastmoviestobescreenedinhalls
beforethenationwidelockdown
wasannouncedonMarch24.
Producershave re-released a

selectfewmoviesfromearlierthis
year,which includes1917, Shubh

Mangal ZyadaSaavdhan,Malang,
among others. “We had three
showsplanned for Thursday. In
the morning, we screened
Malang,whichsawaboutthreeto
fourpeopleintheaudience,while
Thappadhadaboutsixpeople.The
eveningshowhasabout12book-
ingstillnow,”saidastaffmember.
All the staff members The

Indian Express spoke to said they
werehappytoreturntoworkand
it felt like “homecoming”. They
had spent the last six months
trainingforthenewprotocolsfor
reopening.
Thefoodmenuwaslimitedto

popcorn,nachosandsoftdrinks,

and therewas a plastic shield at
thetwocashcounters.Themodes
of payment at this hall were
throughcardorcashandthebill
was sent digitally on the cus-
tomer'sphonenumber.Insidethe
hall,seatingcapacitywasreduced
by 50% and every alternate seat
had beenmarkedwith a tape,
making them unavailable for
people to sit on and maintain
physicaldistance.
Rajiv Pathak (40), who had

gotten off work early Thursday,
decided towatch amovie as he
was curious about the newpro-
tocols. “I wanted to experience
howsafetheviewingexperience

issoIcouldcomewithmyfamily
nexttime,”saidPathak,aresident
ofGovindpuri.
For banker Atul SinghRawat

(23), going for a movie was a
weekly ritual, irrespective of the
reviewsitreceived.However,heis
nowgoingtobechoosy.
“I have come today just to

celebratemy friend's birthday,
and also because the ticketwas
pricedatRs100,whichisalmost
half theusualprice.Otherwise, I
thinkmost of us havemoved to
streamingservicesandlearntto
entertain ourselves at home. If I
come again, it will only be for a
big release,”hesaid.
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THE DELHI government
Thursdaylaunchedanawareness
campaign asking people to turn
off the ignition at traffic signals
to reduce the level of ultrafine
particulatesreleasedthroughtail
pipes of vehicles. Addressing a
webcast, Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal said the campaignwas
beinglaunchedasithasbeenob-
servedthatpeopledonotturnoff
engines at signals, causing large
scale toxicemissions.
"In Delhi, we have around 1

crore registered vehicles; even
if 10 lakh vehicles practice this,
the pollution situationwill im-
prove inside the capital.
According to experts, through
this initiative, PM 10 may de-
crease by up to 1.5 tonnes and
PM 2.5 may decrease by 0.4
tonnes,"Kejriwal said.
IIT Kanpur, in a study com-

missioned by the Sheila Dikshit
government, had estimated the
total PM10emission load in the
city at 143 tonnes per day and
listedthetopcontributorasroad
dust (56%), and the PM2.5 load
at 59 tonnes/day, with the top
contributors being road dust
(38%)andvehicles (20%).
Tocontaindustpollution,the

Delhi government recently
launched its annual crackdown
onmajorconstructionsitesflout-

inggreennorms.
Addressing the webcast,

Kejriwalalsosaidavoidingidling
willalsohelpsavefuel,aconcept
whichwill also be explained to
people as part of the govern-
ment'sawarenesscampaign.
"Experts have noted that

whenacar is in the idlingmode,
it emits a lot more pollutants
thanwhen the car is travelling.
By avoiding idling, one can also
savemore fuel. On anaverage, a
carinDelhispendsaround15-20
minutesat signalsonadailyba-
sis,whichcausesconsumptionof
atleast200mlfuel.Switchingoff
engineswill help a person save
uptoRs700permonth,"theCM
said.
Stressing on the need to fol-

low the government directions,
Kejriwal said these steps are
needed to offset the build-up of
pollutants in the air, especially
duringwinters when particles
gettrappednearthegrounddue
to meteorological conditions
suchaslowtemperature,fogand
dropinwindspeed,amongoth-
ers.
"I will request every citizen,

busdrivers,autodrivers,andoth-
erstocooperateinthiscampaign.
In the comingdays,wewill also
launch a massive awareness
campaignregardingthis.Weare
livingthroughapandemicandif
thepollutionlevelincreasesnow,
the situation canworsen," the
CMwarned.

Total Vacant
HOSPITAL BEDS 15,865 10,697
VENTILATORS 1,352 600

Dailycases Recoveries Deaths Tests
Oct14 3,324 2,867 44 56,950
Oct15 3,483 2,755 26 55,891
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AQI ‘VERYPOOR’ FORFIRSTTIMETHISSEASON

SHIVAMPATEL
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER15

AsDelhi's average air quality in-
dex (AQI) slipped into the 'very
poor' category for the first time
thisseason,withareadingof312,
theCentreandDelhigovernment
Thursday sparred over the con-
tributionofstubbleburningtoris-
ingairpollution levels in thena-
tionalcapital.
UnionEnvironmentMinister

PrakashJavadekarThursdaysaid
the contribution of emissions
from farm fires in neighbouring
states to Delhi's air quality, at
present,wasonly4%and the re-
mainingwas fromlocal sources:
"On one side there is stubble
burning, on theother sidewaste
is burned by both people and
sometimeskaramcharis. There's
suspensionofdust.Intoday'spol-
lution level, 4-5% share is from
stubble burning but rest 95% is
from local factors - we have to
work to reduce these local fac-
tors."
Delhi Chief Minister Arvind

Kejriwal took to Twitter to chal-
lenge the minister on stubble
burning's impact on Delhi.
"Stayingindenialwillnothelp. If
stubble burning causes only 4%
pollution,thenwhyhaspollution
suddenlyincreasedsincelastfort-

night?Airwas cleanbefore that.
Samestoryeveryyear.Thereisno
massivejumpinanylocalsource
of pollution in last few days to
causethisspike,"hesaid.
Kejriwal added, "Let's accept

thatstubbleburningcauseshuge
pollution every year in North
India during this time. And let's
all together find a solution sin-
cerely…Iamextremelyworried
thatpollutionwillplayhavoccou-
pledwithcoronavirus."
To which Javadekar re-

spondedinatweetthathis"state-
ment on air pollution has been
misinterpretedbyasectionofthe
media".
"Letme clarify, the figures of

4%shareofstubbleburninginAQI
inDelhipertainedtothisweek.It
variesfrom4%to40%duringpeak
stubble burning. At the same
time, let us not be in denial that
thereareseverallocalfactors-ve-
hicular pollution, non-agricul-
turalbiomassburning,dust,geo-
graphicalandmetrological-that
areprimarilyresponsibleforhigh
air pollution duringwinters in
Delhi,"hesaid.
Javadekarwas addressing50

teams of the Central Pollution
ControlBoard(CPCB)thatwillbe-
gininspectingareasinDelhi-NCR
tochecksourcesofemissionsand
co-ordinate with agencies re-
sponsibleforcontrollingthem."I

appealtothePunjabgovernment
again that they immediately en-
surethereislessstubbleburning.
It impactsthehealthofpeoplein

theirstateaswell,"hesaid.
Later, the Environment

Ministryalso tweetedthat share
ofstubbleburningchangesevery

day. "Lastyear,betweenOctober
8 andDecember 9, the share of
stubbleburninginairpollutionin
Delhi, as per SAFAR data, was
greater than 15% on six days,
while on a single day it was
greaterthan40%," itsaid.
OnThursday, contributionof

farm fires to PM2.5 rose to 6% -
upfrom3%onTuesdayand1%on
Wednesday-asperdatafromthe
Centre's SAFAR air quality and
weatherforecastingsystem.

The comingdays

As per a forecast from the
India Meteorological
Department,winddirectionover
Delhi at present has changed to
east-southeastandisexpectedto
remain in this direction until at
leastOctober18.
Thismeans emissions from

stubble burning, which is hap-
peninginnorth-westofthecoun-
try, will not enter Delhi unless
winds start blowing from the
north-westdirection.
However,windspeedcontin-

ues to remain low during day
timeandalmostzeroatnight,be-
cause of which pollutants from
local and external sources that
have enteredDelhi's airwill not
beeasilydispersed,saidKuldeep
Srivastava,headofIMD'sregional
weatherforecastingcentre.
A forecast fromSAFAR states

that Delhi's air quality index
wouldremainin'verypoor'cate-
goryonFridayaswell.
Meanwhile, Delhi

EnvironmentMinisterGopalRai
wrote toCPCBandEnvironment
Pollution (Prevention&Control
Authority (EPCA)) asking that11
thermalpowerplantswithin300
kmof Delhi should be closed in
sevendaysif theydonotcomply
withrevisedemissionnormsset
bytheenvironmentministry.

AnaerialviewofNoida,Thursday.GajendraYadav

CMaddresses thewebcastonThursday
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THE SUMMONS issued by the
Peace andHarmonyCommittee
of the Delhi Assembly to
Facebook IndiaheadAjitMohan
inconnectionwiththeNortheast
Delhi riots is “without jurisdic-
tion” as the subject is related to
law and order, which is the
Centre’sdomaininDelhi,Solicitor
General TusharMehta told the
SupremeCourtThursday.
“Our stand is that public or-

der and police are within the
domain of Union of India and
the Assembly has no jurisdic-
tion to issue the summons,”
Mehtatoldabenchof JusticesS
KKaulandDineshMaheshwari,
which was hearing a plea by
FacebookandMohanchalleng-
ing the summons.
Theplea challenged the two

summoning orders, dated
September 18 and 23, and said
the Delhi Assembly “does not
havethepowertohold”him“in
breachof itsprivilegesforfailing
toappear inresponse to the im-
pugned summonses” and that
“there is no law that empowers
the Committee to take coercive
actionagainstanon-member”.
Appearing for theAssembly,

Senior Advocate A M Singhvi
saidMohanhasbeencalledonly
as a witness. Reading from a
counter affidavit filed on behalf
of thepanel, he said, “Thescope
ofthepowerisrecommendatory
tomake positive recommenda-
tionsforthepeaceandharmony
of NCT of Delhi in future” and
added that “no coercive action
was taken, or was intended
against thepetitioner”.
Hepointedoutthat“thisvery

Facebook has assisted a
Parliamentary Committee” re-

cently. “Italldependsonthena-
ture of the summons,” said
JusticeKaul.
AppearingforMohan,Senior

AdvocateHarishSalvesaid, “I’m
notwilling to go before them.”
Salvecontendedthatthetoneof
the Assembly committee’s
counteraffidavit“iscoercive,and
saysFacebookVPhasnorightto
silence”. Singhvi wondered if
everypersonwhoisissuedsuch
a notice by an Assembly can
cometoSCforanadvanceruling
onjurisdiction,withoutappear-
ingbefore theAssembly.
Justice Kaul said as regards

Delhi, questions relating to the
powers and jurisdiction of NCT
ofDelhiunderConstitutionmay
also arise. The court will now
hearthematterinthefirstweek
ofDecember.Meanwhile,itsear-
lier order, directing no coercive
action against Mohan, would
continue.

Turn off ignition
at signals: Kejriwal
launches campaign
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TAKING CHARGE of the labour
department, Deputy Chief
Minister Manish Sisodia on
Thursday set a steep target of
getting10 lakh labourers regis-
tered with the construction
workers welfare board in the
comingmonths.
The target setbySisodiaap-

pears daunting when seen
againstthecontextof theinabil-
ity of the board to ensure that
workers renew their member-
ships annually, which has
drawn the ire of theDelhiHigh
Court.
"I do notwant even a single

construction worker to be left
out,” Sisodia said, adding that
theDelhi Governmentwill run
a large-scale campaign to en-
sure that 10 lakh construction
workers are registered in the
comingmonths.
Sisodia has replaced Gopal

Rai,whowill focusontheenvi-
ronment department.
The efforts to renew lapsed

membershipsandgetfreshreg-
istrations verified have also
failed to takeoff, as reportedby
TheIndianExpressoverthe last
few months, including on
September 29.

“Construction workers are
the city builders of our nation
and it is our responsibility to
serve them," he said.
An official statement said

that Sisodia orderedofficials to
remove "unnecessary bottle-
necks"whichpreventconstruc-
tion workers from getting reg-
istered and verified in the
system.
Currently, 52,000 workers,

whosemembershipsareactive,
are enrolled with the board.
Around66,000applicationsare
pending for verification,which
Sisodia saidwill be takenupon
apriority basis.
Theboard runsanumberof

welfareschemes fundedbythe
cess collected from building
projectsundertheBuildingand
Other Construction Workers
Welfare CessAct, 1996.
TheDelhiboardhasacorpus

of over Rs 3,200 crore.
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THE DELHI High Court
Thursday asked a television
channel to apprise it about the
source of its report regarding
“disclosurestatement”of anac-
cused in aNortheast Delhi vio-
lence case after the police de-
nied tohave leaked the same.
The courtwashearing ape-

titionfiledbyJamiastudentAsif
Iqbal Tanha seeking adirection
totakedownsensitive informa-
tionconnectedtotheinvestiga-
tions,allegedly leakedbypolice
to media channels, which had
published information on the
basis of his purported disclo-
sure statement. Tanha had ar-
gued the leakwasaimed tovil-
ify and prejudice his right to a
fair trial.
Police, in a reply, told the

court of Justice Vibhu Bakhru
that the said statement was
not leaked by its officials or
anyoneassociatedwith the in-
vestigation of the case.

Following the police denial,
the court asked the counsel
representing Zee News about
the source of the information.
Advocate Vijay Aggarwal,

who represented the news
channel, sought time to re-
spond to the court’s query. The
court has now listed the mat-
ter for hearing on October 19.
Tanha in his petition sub-

mitted in court said the timing
of this “leak” to themedia and
“publication of this false infor-
mationpurportedlyfrompolice
files,atatimewhenpetitioner’s
bailapplication ispendingcon-
sideration before trial court,
createsareasonableapprehen-
sionthatprocessof justiceisbe-
ingattemptedtobesubverted”.
He has also asked the court

to direct Zee News, OpIndia,
YouTubeandFacebook,respon-
dents in this case with DCP
Special Cell, to take down the
sensitive/confidential informa-
tionallegedly leakedtothemby
police, and issue guidelines on
mediareportingof theongoing
criminal investigations.

Register 10 lakh labourers
with welfare board: Sisodia

Ataspecial screeningforPVR staff atVasantKunj’s
PromenadeMall Thursday. TashiTobgyal

AFTER 6 MONTHS

Cinema halls reopen but patrons keep their distance from the box office

THEDAYSAHEAD

PM10(µg/m3)
Oct15 271
Oct16 298
Oct17 250

PM2.5(µg/m3)
Oct15 154
Oct16 170
Oct17 142

Acceptable24hour-averagelevel
PM2.5-60 | PM10-100

Source-SAFAR

0-
50

G
oo
d

51
-1
00

Sa
ti
sf
ac
to
ry

10
1-
20
0

M
od
er
at
e

20
1-
30
0

Po
or

30
1-
40
0

Ve
ry
po
or

40
1-
50
0

Se
ve
re

Delhi panel lacks jurisdiction to
issue summons to FB, SC told
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IN A letter to the Delhi Police
Commissioner, CPI (M) leader
Brinda Karat alleged there is an
"inaccuracyinthepoliceaccount
of thenumber of those killed in
the communal violence in
February inNortheastDelhi". In
the letter datedOctober15, and
addressedtoSNShrivastava,she
saidDelhiPolice“invariousaffi-
davits before the court and in
publicstatements”hasmadethe
statement that “the number of
thosekilledhasbeenputat53”.
Karat claimed the name of

one Sikandar “has not been in-
cludedinthelist”.“Hewaskilled
on February 27, and in his in-
questpapers(quotedinthepost
mortem report), it is stated al-
leged history of being found in
unconsciousstatebelowflyover
Khajuri chowk on 27/2 at 11.30
amfollowingwhichtheindivid-
ual was brought to GTB (hospi-
tal) where he was declared
broughtdead,” sheclaimed.
Karat claimed he was not

identified till March 19 by his
brotherMohd.Ishfaque,andthat
the “postmortem report shows
that he died of serious head in-
juries”.
Additional PRO of the Delhi

PoliceAnilMittal toldThe Indian
Express, "On February 27, one
unidentifiedpersonwasfoundin
public toilet in Khajuri Khas. He
wasaliveatthetimeandrushed
toGTBhospital inaCATSambu-
lance where he was declared
deadonarrival.Nofreshinjuries
were reported, and inquestpro-
ceedingswereconducted."
Mittal claimed that while a

“post-mortemwas conducted,
the report is still awaited”. He
claimed,“Sofarinthiscase,there
isnoconnectiontotheNortheast
Delhiriots.”KaratsaidSikander's
brother Ishfaque has been told
bypolice thatnoFIR in themat-
terhasbeen filed.

Karat claims inaccuracy in count
of those killed in riots, police deny

Teenheldfor
takingtest
foranother
candidate
NewDelhi:Delhi Police
has apprehended a
teenager who allegedly
appeared in the Jamia
Millia Islamia’s entrance
examination for B.Voc
(SolarEnergy) inplaceof
anothercandidate.Police
saidtheyareverifyingthe
age of the accused, who
“seems tobe16-17years
old”.

Ayurvedic
plantspark
inRohini
New Delhi: The North
Delhi Municipal
CorporationThursday in-
augurated "Nakshatra
Vatika" — a parkwhere
Ayurvedic plants of me-
dicinal value has been
planted — in Rohini.
Mayor Jai Prakash said
theywillalsobuildawalk
wayinthepark.

DrArunGupta
re-electedas
DMCchief
NewDelhi:DrArunGupta
has been re-elected as
the President of Delhi
Medical Council for an-
other five-year term, de-
feating Dr Harish Gupta.
DelhiMedical Council is
quasi-judicial bodywith
registration of over
72,000 allopathic doc-
tors.ENS

BRIEFLY

Amidworsening pollution levels, Centre
andDelhi govt spar over stubble burning

Policedeniedhaving leakedthedisclosurestatement.Archive

HC seeks news
channel’s source
for riots report

Sisodiatookchargeof
the labourdepartment
andreplacedGopalRai.
Hesaid: ‘Idonotwant
evenasingle
constructionworkerto
be leftout.’

New Delhi
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SEVERALAPPLICANTS toDelhi
University colleges said they
are finding it difficult to have
their queries resolved for this
year’s online undergraduate
admission process.
The university has shared

several contactpointswithap-
plicants — contact details of
nodalofficers foradmissions to
each college have been shared
on the university portal, some
centralhelplinenumbersanda
central email ID for admission
grievances have also been cre-
ated.
With thecompletelyonline

process, official email IDs and
helplines are the only contact
studentshavewith theuniver-
sity and colleges.
One applicant said she is

still unable tounderstandhow
to calculate her ‘best of 4’ sub-
ject percentage, even though
she has taken admission in
Gargi College for BA
Programme.
“Iwasunder the impression

that I would be eligible for ad-
mission to either Hansraj or
RamjasCollegewithmybestof
4 percentage but when I open

theportal, neither of those op-
tions are available to me. I am
confused about how to calcu-
latemypercentagesince Ihave
two language subjects. So I
have applied to Gargi College
and had emailed Hansraj
College looking to clear my
doubt but I didn't get a re-
sponse. I didn't even get an
email from the central griev-
ance email ID. After several at-
tempts, I did manage to get
through to the central admis-
sion helpline but I didn't find
that useful because I was just

told to go through the bulletin
of information,” she said.
Unresponsivecollegenum-

bershavebeena frequentcom-
plaint even at the admission
helpdeskandhelplinesetupby
the Delhi University Students'
Union.
“We have particularly got

several complaintsaboutunre-
sponsiveness on the numbers
at Hansraj College, Ramjas
College, Kalindi College and
Atma Ram Sanatan Dharma
College. There has to be an ef-
fective contact point for stu-

dents in thecolleges since they
are not able to physically be
present and speak to relevant
officers,” said DUSU joint sec-
retary Shivangi Kharwal.
Ramjas College principal

ManojKhanna said the college
administration and its nodal
officer have been overex-
tended by the current system.
“The nodal officer is receiv-

ingcalls throughout theday, so
students are bound to find the
phonebusy frequently. Inaddi-
tion to that, there are big gaps
in the software, because of
whichwearehavingto individ-
ually calculate the marks of
each applicant and have our
hands completely full all the
time.Aftergoing throughmore
than1,600applications,weac-
tuallyhad to reject 500 ineligi-
ble applications and send rea-
sonsexplainingtherejectionto
theapplicantconcerned.Many
are even sending applications
with 70 or 80 percentage,” he
said.
As of Thursdaynight, out of

a total of 59,730 applications
receivedacrosscolleges, thead-
missionprocess—includingfee
payment — had been com-
pleted for 29,746 candidates.
An additional 10,978 applica-
tionshavealsobeenapproved,
for which fee payments are
pending.

QUERIESREMAINUNRESOLVED
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A CONSTABLE with the Delhi
Traffic Police clung to the bon-
net of a Hyundai i20 car for
"300-400metres", even as the
driver drove on in the Delhi
CantonmentareaonOctober12
evening.
The driver of the car, 22-

year-old student Shubham
Kumar,wasarrestedontheday
of the incident.
Acaseundersectionsof rash

driving, endangering life, ob-
structing public servant in dis-
charge of public functions, as-
sault to deter public servant
fromdischargeofdutyhasbeen
registered at the Delhi Cantt.
police station.
A38-secondvideoof thecar

moving in a zig-zag direction
with constable Mahipal Singh
Yadav atop the bonnet has sur-
facedonline.
Inthevideo, thedriverstops

the car, and the constable falls
on the busy road, after which
thedriver flees.
A passer-by on a two-

wheeler can be seen giving the
constable a lift after the inci-
dent.
In the FIR, Yadav states that

around 5.10 pm, he saw a car
moving in a zig-zag manner
fromDhaulaKuansidetowards
Station Road, heading to Tilak
Nagar.

“I triedstoppingthecar,and
the driver slowed down and
then suddenly sped. In a bid to
save myself, I jumped on the
bonnet, and held on to the
wiper of the car. He didn’t stop
his car even then, I kept telling
himto stop. In abid tohurtme,
he drove like that in a zig-zag
manner for 300-400 metres,”
saidYadav in the FIR.
He further stated that after

he fell from the bonnet, the
driver fled.
“With thehelpof thepublic

and staff, we controlled him a
kilometre away. There was an-
other person in the car with
him,who is23-years-old,” said
constable Yadav.
The accused is a resident of

UttamNagar.Aftertheincident,
constable Yadav was taken to
DeenDayalUpadhyayHospital
wherehisMLCwasprepared.
A senior police officer said

that on the basis of the com-
plaint filed by the traffic
constable, an FIR has been reg-
istered.

DUapplicantscomplainabout
unresponsivenumbers,mails

Delhi govt
Class X pass
percentage
up from
83% to 93%

Student drives with constable
clinging to car’s bonnet, held
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THEPERCENTAGEofstudentsof
Delhi government schoolswho

have cleared
board exami-
nations this
yearrosefrom
98% to 99% in
Class XII and
from 83% to
93% in Class X
after the CBSE
declared re-
sults of com-
partment ex-

amsthisweek.
Physical exams were held

last month for students placed
in compartment — those who
had failed onepaper in class XII
orupto twopapers inclassX.
Ingovernmentschools,1,290

out of the 1,734 students who
took theClassXII compartment
exams have passed, and 15,574
out of the 25,400 studentswho
took the Class X compartment
examshavepassed.
“The transformational im-

pactthis isgoingtomakeonthe
childrenwhohavenotonlybeen
able to finish their schools but
alsogotothenextgradeishuge.
I’mfeelingextremelyproudthat
ourgovernmentschoolstudents
haveperformedsowellbyover-
coming such challenges,” said
Education Minister Manish
SisodiaonThursday.
Earlier analyses had found

that most Class X students
placed in compartment had
failed only in mathematics or
science or both these subjects.
The education departmentwas
abletoincreasethepasspercent-
ageofClassXstudentsby10per-
centagepointsbyfocusedinter-
vention in these subjects,
through regular classes till the
compartmentexams.

A38-secondvideoof the
carmoving inazig-zag
directionwithconstable
MahipalSinghYadavatop
thebonnethassurfaced
online. In thevideo, the
driverstops thecar,andthe
constable fallsonthebusy
road Studentsat theDUSUhelpdeskonthefirstdayof admission

atDelhiUniversity.PraveenKhanna

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU & KASHMIR
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER

MECHANICAL HOSPITAL AND CENTRAL HEATING DIVISION SRINAGAR

Telefax:- 0194-2496089, Email ID:- xenmhchdk@yahoo.in
Gist of e-Tender

NIT No: MHCHD/TS/2020-21/167/e-tendering
Dated 13.10.2020

For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor, J&K UT e-tenders are invited (in 2 cover system)on percent-
age basis from approved and eligible Contractors registered with J&K State Govt., CPWD, Railways and
other State/Central Governments for the following works:

1. Downloading of Bids: The NIT Consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifica-
tions, Bill of quantities (B.O.Q), Set of terms and conditions of contract and other details can be
seen from 13.10.2020 (18.00 hrs) downloaded from the departmental website
www.jktenders.gov.in from 15-10-2020 (18.00 hrs).

2. Uploading: The bidders shall deposit their bids in electronic format on the above web site from
17.10.2020 (10.00 hrs) to 03.11.2020 (15:00 hrs) in two (02) covers.

3. Opening of Bids: The bids received up to due date and time shall be opened on 04.11.2020 at
15.00 hrs or any other date convenient to the department in the office of Executive Engineer,
MHCHD, Srinagar.

Sd/-
Executive Engineer,
MHCHD, Srinagar.

Name of Work Est. Cost Cost of Earnest Time of Position of Class
(Rs. in Lacs) T/Doc. Money Completion AAA/Funds of

(In Rupees) (Lacs of Rs.) (In Days) Contract

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

78.71 2000 1.60 60 Available AAYConstruction of
Building for Housing
of Oxygen Plant at
CD Hospital, Srinagar

No: MHCHD/TS/4671-76
Dated : 13-10-2020
DIPK-7420

DELHI JAL BOARD: GOVT. OF NCT OF DELHI
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (P) SR. II

ROOM NO 307, VARUNALAYA PHASE-I, JHANDEWALAN
KAROL BAGH, NEW DELHI-110005

"STOP CORONA: Wear Mask, Follow Physical Distancing, Maintain Hand Hygiene".
NIT NO.2/EE(P)SR.II/ (2020-21)

Further details in this regards can be seen at https://govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in
ISSUED BY P.R.O. (WATER) Sd/-
Advt. No. J.S.V. 188/2020-21) E.E.(P) SR-II

S.
No.

Name of Work Estimated
Cost

Tender
Fee

Date release of tender
in e-procurement

solution and Tender ID

Last date/time of receipt
of tender through e-

procurement solution
1. Rehabilitation of damage 900 mm dia. sewer line

on service lane along main road from Sector 1 to
Sector - 6, 7 & 9 Crossing in Dwarka sector under
EE(C)Dwarka on road no. 224

Item rate Rs.
1500/-

13.10.2020
2020_DJB_195570_1

3.11.2020 up to 3:00PM

According to power conferred
under SARFAESI Act-2002, the
authorised officer of SBI SARB
Patna has published an e-Auction
for sale of immovable property for
general public/interested bidders,
through this newspaper dated
16.09.2020.
Now the proposed e-auction of
immovable property mentioned is
cancelled due to some unavoidable
reasons.

Authorised Officer
State Bank of India, SARB, Patna

Public
Announcement
(corrigendum)

2nd Floor, Patna Main Branch
Building, West Gandhi Maidan,

Patna- 800001. Ph. No. (Office): 0612-
2219043, 2219385, Fax: 0612-2219385,

E-mail: sbi.05176@sbi.co.in

stressed Assets recovery brAnch

ROURKELA SMART CITY LIMITED
(A SPV GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA,

RMC & RDA)
ADVERTISEMENT

Ad. No. RSCL/1822/2020 Date. 14.10.2020
Rourkela Smart City Limited invites application from
the eligible candidates having requisite qualification
and experience to be engaged as the Chief Data
Officer (CDO) on Contractual basis for a period of 01
years and extendable for further period based on
satisfactory performance with a consolidated
monthly remuneration. The details of the
educational qualifications and experiences etc. can
be seen in the http://www.rmc.nic.in/
The interested candidates may submit their CV at
rourkelascl@gmail.com by 03.11.2020 of the
publication of the advertisement.

Sd/-
Chief Executive Officer

Rourkela Smart City Limited Rourkela
OIPR-13080/11/0010/2021

C-165

Senior Divisional Materials Manager,
Divisional Office / Salem

SOUTHERN RAILWAY

Follow us on : twitter.com/GMSRailway

E-Tender for the supply of Stores
E-Tender No.97/20/5587

Tender Closing and Opening
Time: 04/11/2020 at 14.30 Hrs.

Sl. No. 1
Description of Stores: GRP 1 in 8.5 fan
shaped T/outs (60/52 kg) T-4218
Qty: 150 Set
Due Date: 04-11-2020 14.30 Hrs
For further details, please refer to web Portal
www.ireps.gov.in->E-Tender->View Tenders.
Please note that only online quotations
submitted through IREPS portal will be accepted
and the offers are to be digitally signed.

Office of the Chief Engineer Water Resources
Zone Jodhpur

No./AF/NIB/2020/11684/ Date : 9.10.2020
Corrigendum of Notice Inviting Bid No. 01/2020-21

The date of submission bid of Rehabilitation work of Earthen dam,
Spillway arrangements and basic facilities at Sukli Selwara Dam,
Reodar district Sirohi DRIP-II will be 16:00 hours of 18.11.2020. Other
conditions and particulars of the bid will be same. UBN:
WRJ2021WLOB00005

Sd/-
Chief Engineer

DIPR/C/8114/2020 Water Resources Zone, Jodhpur

COMPARTMENTEXAM

Manish
Sisodia

New Delhi
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9 DECISION 2020
BIHAR

●KEYPLAYERS

UPENDRAKUSHWAHA
FIGHTTOSTAY
RELEVANT

HOWISCHIRAGPASWAN,
LJPPLACEDINPOLLS?

●WHO’SWHERETODAY
JPNADDAINBANKA,HISUA;

SUSHILMODIINMOHANIA(KAIMUR),
DALMIANAGAR(DEHRI)

FORMORELOGONTO
INDIANEXPRESS.COM/ELECTIONS

TEJASHWIYADAV
RJDMLA, Raghopur

TOTALASSETS

` 5.9 CRORE

ASSETSIN2015(153%RISE)

` 2.32 CRORE

MOVABLE ASSETS

` 4.74 CRORE
AAsssseettss 22001155 22002200
Cash inhand 1.2 lakh 1.2 lakh
Bankbalance 17.9 lakh 31.79lakh
Stocks&bonds 5.38lakh 4.88lakh
Other investment NIL NIL
Jewellery 2.6 lakh 4.25lakh
Vehicle NIL NIL
Other 1.13cr 4.32cr
TToottaall 11..44ccrr 44..7744ccrr

IMMOVABLEASSETS

` 1.15 CRORE
AAsssseettss 22001155 22002200
Agri land 26.52lakh 35.7 lakh
Non-agri land 28.5 lakh 35lakh
Commercial 24lakh 30lakh
Residential 2.5 lakh 15lakh
Other NIL NIL
TToottaall 9911..5522llaakkhh 11..1155ccrr

LIABILITIES

` 17,578
(Govt dues)

CRIMINALCASES
11pending, includingonerelating
toallegationsof cheatingand
criminalconspiracyunder
Sections420and120Bof IPC,and
Section19ofPreventionof
CorruptionAct

I Hereby Declare

BUSINESS AS USUAL

BYUNNY

MANOJCG
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER15

TheAIMIM,SamajwadiJanataDal
(Democratic),RLSPandtheBSPhavetied
up.What’stheideabehind
thisalliance?
ThepeopleofBiharneedavi-

able alternative political plat-
form.TheRJD-Congressalliance
hasfailedandlosttheconfidence
ofthepeopleinpoliticallydefeat-
ing the JD(U) and BJP. The 15
years of Nitish and 15 years of
RJDhavenothelpedinthedevel-
opment of Bihar. On every pa-
rameter — social, economic,
health, education— theNitish
Kumar-ledgovernmenthasfailed.Thatiswhy
we have come together and projectedMr
UpendraKushwaha(RLSP)asthechiefminis-
terial faceandDevendraYadavasconvener.

WhydoyouthinktheRJD-Congress
alliancehasfailed?
Five years ago, NitishKumar, Lalu Prasad

andRahulGandhi said that if peoplevote for
us,wewill defeat the BJP-RSS. That has not
happened...Andtheresponsibilityliesequally

with the Congress andRJD… In
the Lok Sabha polls, they (the
Congress)couldnotwinasingle
seat apart from Kishanganj,
whereourcandidategotcloseto
3lakhvotes,3.32lakhvoteswere
bagged by the JD(U), and the
Congress candidate got 3.6 lakh
votes. Had our candidate not
beenthere,itwouldhavebeena
cleansweepfortheNDA.Thatis
whyIamoftheopinionthatthey
(CongressandRJD)areunableto

politicallytakeontheBJP.Theylackrealpolit-
ical and intellectual conviction... Yes, all of us
are small players, but everything startswith
asmallstepandthenitbecomesbigger.

Peoplesayyouralliancewillendup
splittingtheanti-incumbencyvotes,
whichwillhelptheBJPandJD(U).
AmIahostagetootherparties?Iwillcon-

testbecauseIbelieveinparliamentarydemoc-
racy. And Iwant to strengthendemocracy…
Whyhavethesepartiesarrogatedthispower
todecidewhoshouldcontestorwhoshould-

n’t? It is shameful on their part that they are
not able to defeat the BJP and because of
them…their alliance broke andNitish is in
theBJP…Ourpartyhasbeenworkingtobuild
anorganisation for the last fiveyearsandwe
were therewhen people needed us during
andafterthelockdown,andduringfloods.The
RJD-Congress CMhopefulwas comfortably
sitting in Delhi for two-and-a-half months
when nearly 28 lakhmigrant labourers re-
turnedtoBihar.AndtheCMtoohad isolated
himself inhishomeformonthstogether.

YourpartytargetstheMuslimvotes.The
RLSPfocusesonKushwahavotes.TheBSP
eyestheDalitvotes….
WouldyouaskthisquestiontotheBJPthat

they take upper caste votes?Would you ask
the RJD andCongress about Yadav votes?…
Aliensdon’tvoteforthem,dothey?Andcaste
isarealityinIndia.WhathappenedinHathras
isabitter,crudereality...Theseareallfalseas-
sumptions... Isavoterhostagetoanypolitical

party?...Oneworkshard,convincesthem(the
voters)andtheyvoteforyou.

BSPchiefMayawatihadcreditedthe
SupremeCourtforpavingthewayfora
RamtempleinAyodhya.Yourpositionon
theissueiswell-known.Howwillyou
addressthesecontradictions?
Therewill be differences butwhat is the

meetingpoint?Ameetingpointistoprovide
aviablealternativepolitical voice. Theyhave
their stand on certain issues... So does the
Congress.KamalNathhadsentbricks(forthe
construction of the Ram temple), Priyanka
GandhiVadrahadtweetedinfavourof it(the
temple)…theRJDdidn’t open itsmouth (on
theissue)...

Sowilltherebeacommonmanifesto?
MrKushwahaandMrYadavwillcomeout

withavisiondocumentsoon...MrKushwaha
willreleasethecompletelistbuthopefully,we
aregoingtocontest in18-19Assemblyseats.

WITH

ASADUDDIN
OWAISI

AIMIMPRESIDENT

THE EXPRESS
INTERVIEW

‘Nitish,Lalu,RahulsaidwilldefeatBJP,but
couldn’t...Weareprovidingalternative’

2010:Didnotcontest

2015(ASSEMBLYPOLLS):
Contested 6seats
Won Nil
Voteshare 0.21%

2019(LOKSABHAPOLLS)
Contested 1seat(Kishanganj)

■Camethirdbutpolled2.95lakhvotesor
26.78%oftotalvotespolled

OCTOBER2019BYPOLL
■ContestedKishanganjAssemblyseat
■Won,openedaccount

AIMIM’S BIHAR FOOTPRINT

ASSEMBLYPOLLS
Year Totalvalidvotes Validpostalvotes %ofpostalvotes Voterturnout
2015 3,67,37,129 1,29,816 0.36 56.91%
2010 2,90,58,604 25,956 0.09 52.73%
2005 2,35,59,191 551 0.002 45.85%
2000 3,70,48,920 0 0 62.57%

LOKSABHAPOLLS
Year Totalvoters VotesthroughEVM Postalvotes %ofpostalvotes
2019 7,10,63,620 4,06,67,344 1,63,109 0.4
2014 6,37,23,810 3,58,73,132 19,327 0.05
2009 5,45,05,246 2,42,31,848 3,040 0.012
2004 5,05,59,672 2,93,29,444 2,254 0.007

HOWBIHARVOTES: POSTALBALLOTS

ElectionCommissionof India
This time, shareofpostal votes is set togoupsinceEChasallowed thosephysically challengedaswell
asCovid-19patients toavail the facility, besides senior citizensabove theageof80

Luv Sinha adds buzz to Patna
seat as full Cong list finally out
MANOJCG&SANTOSHSINGH
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER15

THECONGRESSannounced its final list of 49
candidates for the Bihar polls on Thursday,
fielding former Lok SabhaMP Shatrughan
Sinha’s son Luv fromBankipur seat in Patna,
andSharadYadav’sdaughterSubhashinifrom
theBihariganjseatinMadhepura.
The party has also fielded former Bihar

chiefminister AbdulGafoor’s grandsonAsif
Gafoor fromGopalganj, andAICC secretary
ChandanYadavfromBeldaurseatinKhagaria.
StateYouthCongress chief GunjanPatelwill
contestfromfromtheNalandaseat.
TheCongressofficiallyreleasedthelistlate

onOctober 15, even asmany candidates in-
cludingLuvSinhafilednominationsduringthe
day. Luv’s entrywillmakeBankipur amulti-
corneredbattlebetweenhim,sittingBJPMLA

NitinNavin, and the high-profile Pushpam
Priyaof the‘PluralsParty’.
BJPrebelSushmaSahuwillbecontestingas

anIndependentfromtheseat.
AllfourPatnaseats,Kumhrar,PatnaSaheb,

Bankipur andDigha, haveBJPMLAs and are
consideredtheparty’spocketborough.
TheCongress partyhas re-nominated all

its sittingMLAs barring one, BhoreyMLA
AnilKumar.
The MLAs given tickets again include

MadanMohan Tiwari fromBettiah, Amita
Bhushan fromBegusarai andAjeet Sharma
from Bhagalpur, Vinay Varma from
Narkatiaganj, Amit Kumar Tunna fromRiga,
BhawanaJhafromBenipatti,AbidurRahman
from Araria, Md Tauseef Alam from
Bahadurganj,AbdulJalilMastanfromAmour,
MdAfaqueAlamfromKasba,ShakeelAhmad
Khan fromKadwa,Manohar Prasad Singh
fromManihariandPunamKumarifromKorha.

HARIKISHANSHARMA
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER15

NATIONAL PARTIES have seen a steady rise
in vote share in Bihar during the last four
Assembly elections—almost entirely pow-
eredbytheBJP.Afterdoublingitsvoteshare,
theBJPisnowtheonlynationalpartytohave
hit double digits in Bihar, as an analysis of
electiondata shows.
Since Jharkhandwas carved out of Bihar

in November 2000, the state has seen four
Assemblyelections—FebruaryandOctoberin
2005,2010and2015.
The combined vote share of the six na-

tionalpartiestohavecontestedintheseBihar
elections— the BJP, BSP, CPI, CPM, Congress
andNCP—wentupsignificantlyfrom23.57%
in2005(February)to35.6%in2015.
Despite the Bihar split happening under

theNDAat the Centre, the BJP saw themost
increase—from10.97%in2005(February)to
24.42% in 2015. One of the reasonswas that
thepartycontested157seatsin2015,against
its earlier figure of 102-103 seats. BJP has
foughttheseelections(except2015Assembly
polls) in alliancewith JD(U). However, other
parties toohavebeencontestingmoreseats,
mostlywithdeclineinvoteshare.
Infact,as is itsstrategy, theBSPcontested

themostseats(228)amongthenationalpar-
tiesin2015,followedbytheBJP(157),CPI(98),
CPM(43),Congress(41)andNCP(41).Except
themarginalincreaseinCongress’svoteshare,

theBSP,CPI,CPMandNCPallsawadecline.
Between 2005 and 2015, the number of

seats theBJP contested rose from102 to157,
and its vote share from10.97% to 24.42%. In
thattime,Congresscontestedthemaximum
seats, all 243, in 2010, and aminimum41 in
2015, but its vote share has only varied be-
tween5%(February2005)and8.37%(2010).
TheBSP,theonlynationalpartytocontest

fromover200seatsinBihareachtime,started
with4.41%votesandwentdownto2.07%.
The CPI candidate numbers varied be-

tween 17 in 2005 and 98 in 2015, but vote
share only between 1.36% and 2.09%; the
CPMdid evenworse, getting only between
0.61%and0.71%votesevenwhenfighting43
seats in 2015 compared to 10 in 2005. The
NCPcontestedasmanyas171seats in2010,
comparedtoeightin2005,buthasnevergot
past1.82%votes.
Ascomparedtothis, thevoteshareof the

threemain regional parties inOctober 2005
was11.10%(203seats)fortheLJP,23.45%(175
seats) for the RJD and20.46% (139 seats) for
the JD(U). In 2015, they stood at 4.83% (42),
18.35%(101)and16.83%(101)respectively.
ButeventhecombinedvoteshareofState

parties has seen a decline from 57.39% in
2005(October) to42.58percent.
Similarly, two other categories — State

Parties(OtherStates)andIndependent—too
have seenadecline invote share in thepast
fourAssemblyelections.However, thecate-
goryof ‘RegisteredUnrecognizedParties’has
seenamarginal increase.

CASTEMATHS

Why EBC is the ABC
for the Big Three

SANTOSHSINGH
PATNA,OCTOBER15

EVENTHOUGHall political parties claim to
be seeking votes on the plank of develop-
ment, underlying their candidate lists are
careful caste considerations involving their
coreconstituencies, plusEBCs.
Nearlyaquarterofthecandidatesinboth

theRJDand JD(U) lists, 24%and26%respec-
tively,belongtoExtremelyBackwardClasses.
TheEBCs formabout 25%of thepopulation
inBihar, andareconsidered floatingvoters.
Of the144candidates theRJDhasputup

aspartofGrandAlliance,Yadavscomprise40%
(58candidates), andMuslims12%(17candi-
dates)—thebedrockoftheparty’sMYplank.
The NDA is also eyeing the Yadav votes

with17candidatesintheJD(U)’slistof115and
16inBJP’slistof110.ThismeansYadavs,who
comprise about14%of thepopulation, com-
prise91of thecandidatesannouncedsofar.
The JD(U) has fielded 11Muslim candi-

dates, and the BJP none. It had fielded one
MuslimcandidateinthelastAssemblypolls.
What stands out in the lists of the three

parties is thebid towinoverEBCs, inwhich
Sahani andDhanukare themajor castes.Of
the JD(U)’s 26 EBC candidates, seven are
Dhanuk. The BJP has fielded five EBCs but
alsoleft11seatsforalliancepartnerMukesh
Sahani's Vikassheel Insaan Party, who be-
longs to theMallahcommunity.
TheRJDhasfielded24EBCnominees,7of

whomareNonias. A senior RJD leader said:
“We have applied serious thought to win
overEBCs.WhileMYdominatesour listbut
EBCrepresentationisthetakeawayfromit.”
EBC votes are seen as floating votes be-

causeoftheirscatteredpopulationacrossthe
stateandtheirlackofoneoverarchingleader.
With votes divided along caste lines in the
state, EBCvotersareoften thedeciders.
TheBJPand JD(U)arealsobankingbigon

theircorebases,uppercaste-BaniyaandOBCs
fortheBJP,andLuv-Kush(Kurmi-Koeri)forthe
JD(U).WhiletheBJPhas50uppercastesinits
list and17OBCVaishyacandidates, the JD(U)
hasfielded18uppercastecandidates.TheRJD
has12uppercastenominees.
The JD(U) has fielded 12 Kurmi and 15

Kushwahacandidates,andtheBJPfourcan-
didateseach fromtheseOBCgroups.

Totalling25%, ‘floating’ExtremelyBackwardClasseswooedby JD(U),BJP,RJD

SHOW OF HANDS
AtaBJPrally inKarakat town,Rohtasdistrict,onThursday. PTI

‘Am I hostage to others?... We worked for 5 yrs... RJD, Cong, JDU sat at home’

P O L I T I C SH A S H T A G

The song questions NDA
govt’s ‘inefficiencies’, and is
in response to Bihar BJP’s
Bihar Me Ee Ba (Bihar has
all this) track.

179KVIEWS,825LIKESIN8
HOURSONINCBIHARFBPAGE

After Facebook blocked her page for being against “Community Standards”, Congress
star campaigner Meira Kumar (@meira_kumar) tweeted: “Crushing voice of
Opposition... It cannot be just a mere coincidence.” 1.8KLIKES,683RETWEETS IN4HRS

BJP Bihar in-charge Bhupender Yadav wrote on Facebook about the state’s “folk
language, culture and a whole tradition of folk poets”.
2.7K LIKES, 88SHARES IN4HOURS

●Bihar Congress (@INCBihar) joins song
battle with #KaKiyeHo (What have you done)

2005(October) 2010 2015

National Seats VoteShare Seats VoteShare Seats VoteShare
Parties Contested percent Contested percent Contested percent
BJP 102 15.65 102 16.49 157 24.42
Congress 51 6.09 243 8.37 41 6.66
BSP 212 4.17 239 3.21 228 2.07
CPI 35 2.09 56 1.69 98 1.36
CPM 10 0.68 30 0.71 43 0.61
NCP 8 0.79 171 1.82 41 0.49
Total 29.47% 32.29% 35.6%

Far ahead of rest,
BJP vote share has
surged since 2005

JD(U):115SEATS
EBC 26
Kushwaha 15
SCs 12
Kurmi 12
Muslim 11
Bhumihar 9
Rajput 7

BJP:110SEATS
Rajput 21
Vaishya 17
Yadav 16
Bhumihar 15
SCs 14
Brahmin 11

RJD:144SEATS
Yadav 58
EBCs 24
Muslim 17
SCs 15

THEDECIDING FACTOR

NATIONALPARTIES IN BIHAR ELECTIONS

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

New Delhi
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DELHICONFIDENTIAL

WAITING ON
THE ELECTIONCommission had recently asked the govern-
menttoamendtheConductofElectionRulestoincreasecam-
paignexpenditurelimitby10percentforall futureelections.
This proposal was made keeping inmind the constraints
posedbythepandemic,ascandidateswillhavetospendmore
on Covid-related precautions.With Bihar elections around
thecorner,theEC,ledbypollpanelchiefSunilArora,wroteto
theLawMinistrymorethanamonthago.However,therehas
been no response from the government. The government's
silenceontheproposal is interestinggiventhat itwastheBJP
thathadsuggestedanincreaseinpollexpenditurelimit inits
feedback to theEConcampaigningamid thepandemic.

CONTROVERSIAL CHOICE
THEMINISTRY of Education is currently in the process of
findingthenextvice-chancellor for thecentraluniversity in
Himachal Pradesh. One of the frontrunners for the post is
said to be the incumbent V-C of Mahatma Gandhi Central
University (MGCU) in Motihari, Sanjeev Sharma. The fact
that theministry is consideringhis candidature is interest-
ing, as Sharma has been a controversial university head.
Earlier this year, the Chancellor of MGCU had written to
President RamNath Kovind, requesting an inquiry against
Sharma for allegedly violating the Central Universities Act.
Over the past year, theministry has received several com-
plaints questioning the Vigilance clearance given by
Sharma'sparentuniversities forhis appointmentasMGCU
V-Csinceaninquiry intohisappointmentasaprofessordur-
inghis tenure at another university is still pending.

FIRM FOCUS ON FARM
THEMINISTRYof AgricultureandFarmers’Welfare,which
is in news due to farmers' protests against the new farm
laws, organised the Mahila Kisan Diwas through video-
conferencing.WhileAgricultureMinisterNarendra Singh
couldnot attend theevent, ashewasoutof town,Minister
of State forAgricultureParshottamRupala attended it and
interactedwith thewomen farmers. During the event, an
e-book— ‘InspiringStoriesof ProgressiveWomenFarmers’
— was released and two short video films — ‘Mahila kr-
ishak and her contribution in agriculture’ and ‘Global ex-
amples of successfulwomen farmers’ —were launched.

10

KRISHNKAUSHIK
AWANTIPORA,OCTOBER15

THE ARMY will complete
recording statements for its
Court of Inquiry into the
Shopian encounter killing of
three labourers from Jammu
and Kashmir’s Rajouri district
over the next 10 days, and ini-
tial inquiry had found that the
Army’s codeof conductwasvi-
olated in this case, Major
General Rashim Bali, General
Officer Commander of Victor
Force, which covers south
Kashmir for counter-intelli-
genceandcounterterrorismop-
erations, said onThursday.
ThethreewerekilledonJuly

18. The Army had, on
September 18, admitted that
the threeweremissing labour-
ers fromRajouri, as claimedby
their families.
Speaking to a group of re-

porters on Thursday, Maj Gen
Bali said, “As on today, state-
mentsof70percent,orperhaps
more, of all essential witnesses
havealreadybeenrecorded”.He
said the “only people left are
thosenothere locally”.
“Iamverycertainthatwithin

aweek, or perhaps 10days, this
proceedingwillalsobeover.The
officer concerned has been put

inclosearrestinadifferentunit,”
hesaid,andassertedthat“what-
ever has to happen as per the
righttenetsof lawwillhappen”.
“Indian Army and the Army

Chief are absolutely clear—any
act of negligence, of omission
and commission, will be ad-
dressed and will not be over-
looked,”MajGenBali said.
He said that within 20 days

ofthe“encounter”,theArmyhad
putoutanadvertisementasking
anyone with information to
come forward. “Within one
week, the Court of Inquirywas
constituted,”andwithin10to15
days it established “prima face,
thatthereisacaseofviolationof
ourcodeof conduct”, theofficer
said.
Maj Gen Bali said he cannot

comment about the nature of
thecrime,asitwillbedecidedby
theCourtof Inquiry,but“weare
clear that our code of conduct
hasbeen flouted”.
He stated that as soonas the

Courtof Inquirygivesitsrecom-
mendations,thesummaryofev-
idence recording starts, “which
is a precursor to court martial
proceedings”. Investigation by
J&KPoliceisalsogoingonsimul-
taneously for the criminology
part, headded.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

Army to finish
recording of
statements in 10
days: top officer

BASHAARATMASOOD
SRINAGAR,OCTOBER15

AYEARaftertherevocationofthe
special status of Jammu and
Kashmir and its bifurcation into
two Union Territories, main-
streampoliticalpartiesherehave
formalised an alliance to seek
“restoration” of the erstwhile
state’s special position before
August5,2019.
The decision to formally

name the alliance ‘People’s
AllianceforGupkarDeclaration’
was taken on Thursday. On
August4lastyear—adaybefore
thespecialstatuswasrevoked—
thesignatoriesofGupkardecla-
ration had vowed to “defend
identity, autonomy and special
status”of JammuandKashmir.
ThemeetingonThursdaywas

held at the residenceof National
Conferencepresident,MPandfor-
mer CM Farooq Abdullah.
ConvenedafterthereleaseofPDP
chief and formerCMMehbooba
Mufti, themeetingwasattended
by Farooq, Mufti, National
Conference vice-president and
former CM Omar Abdullah,
People’sConference leaderSajad
Lone, CPM leaderMYTarigami
andAwamiNationalConference’s
Muzaffar Shah, besides other
mainstreamleaders.
“Wehavenownamedthisal-

liance... a formalnameto this al-
liancewouldbePeople’sAlliance
for the Gupkar Declaration’,”
National Conference president

Farooq Abdullah said after the
meeting.
“Ourbattle is aconstitutional

battle andwewant the govern-
mentofIndiatoreturntothepeo-
ple of the (erstwhile) state the
rights they had before 5th of
August2019,”headded.
The signatoriesoftheGupkar

declarationalsodemandedares-
olutiontotheKashmirissue.“Also
atthesametime,wefeelthepolit-
ical issueof thestatehastobere-
solved as quickly as possible,”
Farooqsaid,flankedbyMuftiand
Omar. “And that canbe resolved
onlythroughdialoguewithallthe
stakeholders,whoareinvolvedin

theproblemof J&K.”
Sources said the leaders dis-

cussed the political situation of
JammuandKashmiraftertherev-
ocationofitsspecialstatusandthe
challengesaheadof them.While
the discussions happened in a
“congenialatmosphereandevery
leader spoke his mind”, some
leaderswere of the opinion that
“everythingshouldbeinwriting”
about the discussions and the
meetings,asourcesaid.
Accordingtosources,thelead-

ers agreed to take the debate to
thepeopleandtoregionssuchas
LehandKargil.“Wehavedecided
toreachouttopeopleinallregions

ofJammuandKashmirandthat’s
why it has beennamedPeople’s
Alliance. This shouldnotbemis-
construed just as an alliance of
somepolitical parties but an al-
lianceofpeopleforrestorationof
whateverhasbeensnatchedfrom
us onAugust 5 last year,” said a
leaderwhoattendedthemeeting.
Inabrief interactionwith the

media,Farooqsaidtheywouldini-
tiate discussionswith different
sectionsof thesociety.
WhileThursday’smeetingwas

aimedat formalisingthealliance,
thebiggestchallengeforthepolit-
ical partieswould be to reach a
consensusontheirjointstrategy.

SHOPIANENCOUNTERKILLINGSJ&Kparties join forces to seek
restoration of special status

HARIKISHANSHARMA
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER15

STATINGTHATonlyapersonwith
a 56-inch chest can serve the
poor, BJP president J P
Nadda on Thursday
asked the people of
Bihartoidentifythe“en-
emiesofdevelopment”,
and listed out work
done by the NDA gov-
ernment at the Centre
forprogressof thestate.
Addressing an elec-

tionrallyinKarakatconstituency
in Bihar’s Rohtas district, Nadda
slammed theOppositionGrand
Alliance and reminded people
aboutthe“jungleraaj”underthe
RJD,whichgovernedthestatefor
15years.
“Remember, this is the same

party under whose rule
(Mohammad)Shahabuddinhad

shot at today’s DGP. No punish-
mentwasgiven toShahabuddin
until Lalu-ji (RJD chief Lalu
Prasad)ruled.Itwasonlyafterthe
Nitish Kumar government took
over that Shahabuddinwas sent

to prison,” Nadda said.
“...If youwant to seede-
velopment, then it is
necessary to identify
such enemies of devel-
opment.”
Nadda spoke at

length in his 30-minute
speech about develop-

ment initiatives of the
Narendra Modi government:
Central schemes such as PM Jan
DhanYojana,AayushmanBharat,
among others, and pointed out
that the Centre is providing free
foodgrain of 5kg rice or wheat
and1kgpulsestonearly80crore
peopleduringthepandemic.
“It is very easy to give

speeches and slogans in politics,

but only a personwhohas a 56-
inch chest can serve the poor,”
Naddasaid,referringtothePrime
Minister.
He said: “Five years ago,

Prime Minister Modi gave a
package of Rs 1.25 lakh crore to
Bihar. In addition, he gave Rs
40,000croremoreforthestate’s
development.... Where there is
the NDA, there is trust and
development.”
Later in the day, Nadda ad-

dressedanotherrallyinGohcon-
stituency— in Aurangabad dis-
trict— and spoke about the law
and order situation under RJD.
“WhenGopalganj’sDalitDMwas
killed, it happened under Lalu-
raaj.... We (NDA) have moved
fromlootorder to lawandorder.
I am reminding you of this be-
cause a son should be aware of
whathisfatherdid,”hesaidwith-
out naming either Lalu or son
TejashwiYadav.

BJP president JP Naddaaddressesarally inKarakat, inRohtasdistrictonThursday.ANI

AVISHEKGDASTIDAR
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER15

FOUR MONTHS after Prime
MinisterNarendraModilaunched
theGaribKalyanRojgarAbhiyaan
from Khagaria in poll-bound
Bihar, theRailwayshas so faren-
gagedaround2,402returningmi-
grants from the state in projects
worthRs610crore,seniorofficials
toldTheIndianExpress.
WithRailwayworkamongthe

25listedintheschemeforreturn-
ingmigrants to get jobs in their
homestates, themovehas so far
yielded3.5 lakhmandaysworth
of work in Bihar since June 20,
whentheAbhiyaanwaslaunched,
accordingtoofficialdata.
The labourerswere engaged

in 40 segments of work in the
state'sdistricts, includingelectri-
fication, laying tracks, building
barracks andbridges, supplying
stones,signallingworkandother
manuallabouratsites.
Overall, the data show that

Railwaysengaged12,000labour-
ers, createdover 12.4 lakhman-
daysworthofworkandpaidout
overRs2,500croretocontractors
involvedin170segmentsofwork
in Bihar, Jharkhand, Madhya

Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh, Odisha
andRajasthan.
In termsof total expenditure

on suchwork in Bihar, Nawada
topped with payouts of Rs 92
crore followedby Supaul (Rs 77
crore)andVaishali(Rs47crore).
Officialsestimatethataround

Rs200crorehavebeengivenout
asdirectwagestothelabourforce.
“Ourengineersandcontrac-

tors consulted with District
Magistratesandtooklistsofmi-
grant workers who had re-
turned. A lot of themhavebeen
engaged in the ongoing work.
But many others could not be
engagedbecause the siteswere
either far from their villages or
they did not have the skills re-
quired,” said a senior official of
East Central Railway, which is
oneofthefouragenciesengaged
in Bihar, apart from North
Eastern Railway, IRCON and
DedicatedFreightCorridor.
“Theyneedthejobs.Theyap-

proachedus, andwedecided to
engagetheminwhateverwaywe
could,” said SaranshAgrawal, di-
rector of Jhajharia Nirman Ltd,
whichhasemployedabout20mi-
grant workers for a Road Over
Bridge between Mohania and
Sasaramforthecorridor.

In poll-bound Bihar,
Rlys lines up work for
returning migrants

SHUBHAJITROY
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER15

EXTERNAL AFFAIRSMinister S
JaishankaronThursdaysaidthat
India and China are engaged in
talkstoresolvetheborderstand-
off and what is going on is
“something confidential” be-
tweenthe twosides.
Askedabout theoutcomeof

the ongoing talks during anon-
line conclave, Jaishankar gave a
cryptic response that the “dis-
cussions are going on and it is a
work inprogress”.
At the same time, he said

therehasbeena troopbuild-up
along the Line of Actual Control
(LAC)andinmanywaysithasno
precedence in the recentpast.
IndiaandChinaarelockedin

a military standoff in eastern
Ladakh forover fivemonths.
“Discussions are on;what is

goingonissomethingconfiden-
tialbetweenusandtheChinese,”
he said, when asked about it at
the Bloomberg India Economic
Forum. “There is not verymuch
that I am in a position to say in
public. Icertainlydonotwantto
prejudge it,”headded.
About the situation in Tibet

as well as developments along
theLAC,Jaishankarsaid,“Idonot
thinkweshouldgetintootheris-
sueswhich frankly has nothing
todowiththesituationcurrently
inLadakh.”
He said relations between

IndiaandChinaimprovedfollow-
ing signing of a series of agree-
mentssince1993onmaintaining
peace and tranquillity along the
border. “For the last30years,we
have built a relationship predi-
cated on peace and tranquility
alongtheborder,”hesaid.
Jaishankar said that if peace

and tranquility is not ensured
and the agreements signed are
not honoured, then that is the
“primarycauseof disruption”.
Earlierintheday,Ministryof

External Affairs spokesperson
Anurag Srivastava said in re-
sponsetotheChinesestatement
on Arunachal Pradesh and
Ladakh,“Ourpositiononthishas
always been clear and consis-
tent. The Union territories of
JammuandKashmirandLadakh
have been, are, and would re-
main an integral part of India.
China has no locus standi to
comment on India's internal
matters.Wehopethatcountries
will not comment on India’s in-
ternalmatters, asmuch as they
expect thesameof others.”
“Our position on Arunachal

Pradesh has also been made
clear several times. Arunachal
Pradesh is an integral and in-
alienablepartof India...”hesaid.
And, on the situation at the

LAC,hereiteratedthejointstate-
ment issued after the seventh
round of Senior Commanders’
talksheldonOctober12.
“The talkswerepositive and

constructive.Thetwosideshave
a better understanding of each
other’s positions.
Disengagement is a complex
process that requires redeploy-
ment of troops by each side to-
wards their regular posts on
theirrespectivesidesoftheLAC,”
hesaid.

KRISHNKAUSHIK
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER15

NATIONAL PUBLIC broadcaster
PrasarBharati’sboardhasdecided
to end subscriptionswith news
agenciesPressTrustof India(PTI)
andUnitedNewsof India (UNI),
sourcessaid.
Thedecisionwastakendueto

commercial considerations, and
therewereno“formalcontracts”
with these agencies since 2006,
thesourcesadded.
The move comes a few

months after Prasar Bharati
threatened to end its subscrip-
tion soon after PTI interviewed
theChineseambassadortoIndia
and the Chinese embassy pub-
lished a truncated version of it
on itswebsite.
Top sources in Prasar Bharati

told The Indian Express that the
boardapprovedthedecisionatits
163rdmeetingonThursday.
Soon after the meeting,

Prasar Bharati CEO Shashi
Shekhar Vempati tweeted:
“Thankful to the Prasar Bharati
BoardMembers for several key
decisions earlier today on new
contentdevelopment,resolving
long pending commercial dis-
putes,rationalisingexpenditure
on news agencies and technol-
ogyinvestmentstobetterutilise
satellite capacity.”
AseniorPrasarBharatiofficial

saidthatPrasarBharati’scontracts
withbothPTIandUNIhadended
in2006, andsince then theyhad
not been renewed and the sub-
scriptionsweregoingoninanad-
hocmanneronpro-ratabasis.
The official said that Prasar

Bharatihadbeenincontactwith
both agencies to discuss “fresh
viable pricing” but nothing
cameof it.
Now, the official said, it has

been decided that therewill be
a call for fresh proposals “for a
digital subscription to English
text and related multimedia
servicesfromalldomesticnews
agencies” and that PTI and UNI
canalsoparticipate.
Sources hadmentioned that

for its subscription of PTI for
DoordarshanandAll IndiaRadio,
Prasar Bharati has paid Rs 9.15
crore annually since 2013, but
since 2017, it had been holding
back about 25 per cent as it
wantedtorenegotiatethecosts.
In June, Prasar Bharatiwrote

toPTIandcalled its “recentnews
coverage” detrimental to “na-
tional interest andundermining
India'sterritorial integrity".
OnJuly7,thegovernmenthad

askedPTI topayoverRs84crore
for“breachesinthepremises”,or
allegedviolationstotermsoflease
fortheofficeland.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER15

INDIAWILL soon deliver a kilo-
classsubmarinetotheMyanmar
Navy, theMinistry of External
Affairs said Thursday. This will
be the neighbouring country's
first submarine.
ThestepisinlinewithIndia’s

SAGAR(SecurityandGrowthfor
All in the Region) initiative and
its commitment to building ca-
pacities in the neighbourhood,
theministry said.
Addressing a press confer-

ence here, MEA spokesperson
AnuragSrivastavasaidcoopera-
tioninthemaritimedomainisa
part of India’s diverse and
enhanced engagement with
Myanmar.
“In thiscontext, Indiawillbe

delivering a kilo-class subma-
rine, INS Sindhuvir, to the
MyanmarNavy.Weunderstand
that thiswillbethefirstsubma-
rine of theMyanmarNavy. This
is in accordancewithourvision
of SAGAR, and also in linewith
ourcommitmenttobuildcapac-
ities and self reliance in all our
neighbouringcountries,”hesaid.

ANURADHA
MASCARENHAS
PUNE,OCTOBER15

IN 2019, the top five risk factors
fordeathinIndiawereairpollu-
tion (contributing to an esti-
mated1.67milliondeaths),high
bloodpressure(1.47million),to-
baccouse(1.23million),poordiet
(1.18 million), and high blood
sugar (1.12million).
Latest disease estimates are

part of the Global Burden of
Disease (GBD) study, to be pub-

lished in The Lancet on Friday.
Researchers have analysed 286
causesofdeath,369diseasesand
injuries,and87riskfactorsin204
countriesandthelatestestimates
indicatehowvulnerablecountries
weretotheCovid-19.
Interaction of Covid-19with

continuedglobalriseinchronicill-
ness and related risk factors, in-
cludingobesity,highbloodsugar,
andoutdoorairpollutionoverthe
past30yearshascreatedaperfect
storm,fuellingCoviddeaths,said
researchersinTheLancet.
Theleadingnon-communica-

blecauseofdeathinIndiain2019
was ischemicheartdiseasewith
1.52milliondeaths, followedby
chronicobstructivepulmonarydis-
ease(8,98,000),stroke(6,99,000),
diabetes (2,73,000)andcirrhosis
andother chronic liver diseases
(2,70,000).The leadingrisk factor
fortotalhealthlossinIndiain2019
waschildandmaternalmalnutri-
tionwhilethesecondleadingrisk
factorwasairpollution.
Accordingtothereport,58per

centofthetotaldiseaseburdenis
due to non-communicable dis-
eases(NCD)--upfrom29percent

in1990--whileprematuredeaths
duetoNCDshavemorethandou-
bledfrom22to50percent.
Indiahasgainedmore thana

decade of life expectancy since
1990,risingfrom59.6yearsto70.8
yearsin2019—rangingfrom77.3
yearsinKeralato66.9yearsinUP.
The increase in healthy life ex-
pectancy in India (60.5 years in
2019), however, has not been as
dramatic as growth of life ex-
pectancy,sopeoplearelivingmore
yearswithillnessanddisability.
Since 1990, India hasmade

substantial gains in health, but

child andmaternalmalnutrition
isstillthetopriskfactorforillness
anddeathinIndia,contributingto
morethan20percentofthetotal
diseaseburdeninseveralstatesin
northernIndia(BiharandUP).
Bhutan, Nepal, and

Bangladeshhaveseenthepropor-
tion of total health loss (DALYs)
caused by the rise of NCDs by
more than 150 per cent since
1990. NCDs now contribute to
morethanhalfofallDALYsinthe
regionthatwasdominatedbyin-
fectious,maternal, neonatal, and
nutritionaldiseases30yearsago.
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2020
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CPMleaderMYTarigami,PDPchiefMehboobaMufti,NC leadersFarooqAbdullahandOmar
Abdullah,with leadersofothermainstreamparties, inSrinagaronThursday. ShuaibMasoodi
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ANANTHAKRISHNANG
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“THE PROGRESS of any society
depends on its ability to protect
and promote the rights of its
women,”theSupremeCourtsaid
on Thursdaywhile ruling that a
womanisentitled toclaimright
to residence ina “sharedhouse-
hold”where shehasbeen living
withherhusbandevenifthesaid
premisesbelongstohisrelatives.
A bench of Justices Ashok

Bhushan, R SubhashReddy and
MRShahoverruleda2006judg-
ment of the court and said “In
event,thesharedhouseholdbe-
longs to any relative of the hus-
bandwithwhom in a domestic
relationship the woman has
lived,theconditionsmentioned
inSection2(s)(ofTheProtection
of Women From Domestic
ViolenceAct,2005)aresatisfied
and the saidhousewill become
asharedhousehold”.
Therulingcameonapleaby

aDelhiresidentagainstanorder
of the Delhi High Court setting
asideatrialcourtdecisionallow-
inghispleatoevicthisdaughter-
in-law from the first floor of his

propertyinNewFriendsColony.
After themarriage between

thewoman and the appellant’s
sonturnedsourin2004,theman
moved to the ground floor.
Subsequently, he filed a divorce
suitandshefiledacaseunderthe
Domestic Violence Act against
thehusbandandhisparents.
Ruling in favour of the

woman, the SC dwelt on the
rightsofwomenandthecircum-
stancesleadingtothepassingof
the 2005 Act, which it said “is a
milestone for protection of
women in this country”.
“The right of occupation of

matrimonial home, whichwas
notsofarpartofthestatutorylaw
in India, came to be included in
Act,2005,”itsaidandpointedout
thatsucharightexists intheUK.
In its 2006 judgment in SR

Batra Vs Taruna Batra, a two-
judgebenchofthecourthaddis-
allowed the woman involved
fromclaiminganyrighttolivein
thesaidhousesince itbelonged
to themother-in-law of the re-
spondentandnotherhusband.
Thursday’s judgment, how-

ever, said this is not the correct
law.“Weareoftheviewthatthis
courtinSRBatraVs.TarunaBatra
although noticed the definition
of sharedhousehold as given in
Section2(s)butdidnotadvertto
different parts of the definition
whichmakes it clear that for a
shared household there is no
suchrequirementthatthehouse
may be owned singly or jointly
bythehusbandortakenonrent
bythehusband...”,thecourtsaid.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER15

PRIMEMINISTERNarendraModi
Thursday chaired ameeting on
issues relating to the Covid-19
vaccine research and deploy-
mentecosystem, takingstockof
the HealthMinistry's plans for
distributionanddelivery.Healso
called for scalingupof sero-sur-
veysandtesting inthestates.
Duringthemeeting,procure-

ment issues, technologies for
bulk-stockpiling, and vials for
distribution were discussed, a
government statement said.
“The PrimeMinister stated

thatregulatoryreformwasady-
namic process, and experts in
everycurrentandemergingdo-
mainshouldbeusedbythereg-
ulatorproactively, asmanynew
approacheshave emerged,” the
statement said.
Themeeting comes after the

government'sstatementthat it if
a vaccine gets regulatory clear-
ance, the country is likely to re-
ceive400-500milliondoses,and
asmany as 25 crore individuals
couldbevaccinatedbyJuly2021.
“ThePrimeMinisterappreci-

ated the effortsmade by Indian
vaccine developers andmanu-
facturers to rise to the Covid-19
challenge, and committed to
continuegovernmentfacilitation

andsupport for all suchefforts,”
thegovernmentstatementsaid.
Thursday'smeetingwas at-

tendedbyUnionHealthMinister
Harsh Vardhan; Dr V K Paul,
member(health),NITIAayogand
chairmanof theNational Expert
GrouponVaccineAdministration;
PrincipalScientificAdvisorProfK
VijayRaghavan;andothersenior
officialsandscientists.
Last week, Harsh Vardhan

had said that states have been
asked to prepare a list by
October-endidentifyingthepri-
oritypopulationforthevaccine.
Hehadalsoindicatedthatpriori-
tisationof groups for thepoten-
tialcoronavirusinfectionwillbe
based on two key considera-
tions: occupational hazard and
riskofexposuretoinfection,and
theriskofdevelopingseveredis-
easeand increasedmortality.

GARGIVERMA
RAIPUR,OCTOBER15

CHHATTISGARHGOVERNOR
AnusuiyaUikeyhaswrittento
ChiefMinisterBhupeshBaghel
requestingthata“full-timeof-
ficial”bepostedinRajBhawan.
The state government ear-

lier this month made the
Secretary to Governor,
Sonmoni Borah, the Secretary
of Parliamentary Affairswith
additionalcharges.Uikey,inher
letteronWednesday,reiterated
the governor is the constitu-
tionalheadofthestateandthat
such changes should bemade
aftertakingherintoconfidence.
The CM’s office did not

commentonthematter.
In her letter, the governor

wrote, “Theofficerswhohave
beenposted to the governor's
office have been given addi-
tionalcharges.Thepostofgov-
ernor’s secretary is a cadre in
itsown, as through thegover-
nor the entire state is man-
aged.”Sheadded,“Bytheoffi-
cials being on additional
charges,thequalityandtheor-
dermight be affected. Hence,
if a change is needed, an offi-
cialpanelshouldbesentasper
thegovernor's choice.”
The letterpointedout that

in the past, the governor and
her office have always been
taken into confidencewhen-

everaneedtochangeofficials
hasarisen.“Respectingthepo-
sitionoftheGovernor,itwould
be better to appoint full time
officials in the Raj Bhawan
Secretariat,aftertakingmyas-
sent,” the letter read.
Sources said that Uikey’s

letter could be a newpoint of
tussle with the government.
Early this year, the Congress
government had taken issue
with the governor's decision
on appointment of the vice-
chancellorofajournalismuni-
versity. Following that, the
government had sought to
amendrulestogivethepower
ofappointingV-Cstothestate
government.Theamendment
is still pendingwithUikey.
Thegovernorhasalsobeen

vocal against the government
over several law and order is-
sues, including the recent at-
tack on a Kanker-based
journalist.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
RAIPUR,OCTOBER15

AHEADOFthecrucialbypollto
theMarwahiAssemblyseat in
Chhattisgarhleftvacantbythe
deathof formerchiefminister
Ajit Jogi,RichaandAmitJogi—
thedaughter-in-lawandsonof
the late leader—havewritten
to the Election Commission
throughtheir lawyers seeking
protection against a possible
rejection of their nomination
papers,which the couple sus-
pectsmaybecancelledon the
basis of changes to the
ChhattisgarhScheduledCaste,
Scheduled Tribe and Other
BackwardClasses (Regulation
of Social Certification) Rules,
2013,which theduohas chal-
lenged in theSupremeCourt.
Marwahi is a reserved ST

constituency and the couple’s
caste certificates are in jeop-
ardy— a high-powered com-
mittee had cancelled the cer-
tificate to Ajit Jogi in 2019
sayingthathewasnotamem-
berof theSTcommunity.
The couplewill Friday de-

cidewhoamongthemwill file
thenomination for theseat.

227
DAYSSINCE
PANDEMIC
BEGAN

KEYSTATES
TOWATCH
■Maharashtra
■Karnataka
■Andhra
■TamilNadu
■Kerala

7 DAYS EARLIER:

1.54
NOW:

1.52

7 DAYS EARLIER:

8.19
NOW:

8.01

DETECTED TODAY

67,708
RECOVERED TODAY:

81,514

TOTAL
CASES

15,54,389
7,35,371
7,67,465
6,70,392
3,10,140

DOUBLING
TIME**
103.11
52.63
114.18
94.93
24.59

SURGEIN
24HOURS
10,552
9,265
3,892
4,462
6,244

7-DAYAVG
GROWTH*
0.70%
1.37%
0.63%
0.76%
2.93%

TRACKING INDIA’SCOVIDCURVE

CASES:
73,07,097
TESTS: 9,12,26,305| DOUBLING RATE: 75.21**

RECOVERED:63,83,441
DEATHS: 1,11,266

*CompoundedDailyGrowthRateover last7days **Calculatedover7-daygrowth

DataasonOctober14, releasedbyUnionMinistryofHealth, ICMRandstates.Oftendailynumbers
includedatafrompreviousdays.Assuch, trendsbasedondailynumbersare indicative,notdefinitive

CASE FATALITYRATIO

Deaths as a ratio of
positive cases (in %);
indicator of progress
in averting deaths

Positives against
number tested

(in %); indicator of
the spread of disease

Becoming sick vs
recovering; more

recoveries for 14 days
may signal the peak

POSITIVITY RATE DAILY IN, DAILYOUT

Appoint full-time
official in Raj Bhawan:
Chhattisgarh Governor
writes to CM Baghel

Jogi’s kin seek EC
protection over
possible rejection
of nomination

BJP picks wrestler
Yogeshwar Dutt
for Baroda bypoll
in Haryana

In hospital, Mulayam’s condition stable

THESCThursdaysaida
suitforevictionof the
womanfromhousehold
wouldbemaintainable
beforeacompetentcourt,
butthiswoulddependon
thefactsofeachcase.One
mostcommonexample
forevictionandexclusion
maybewhentheag-
grievedpersonisprovided
samelevelofalternateac-
commodationorpay-
mentofrent…Itdepends
onfactsofeachcase…,”
thejudgmentsaid.
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SC:Womanhas right of
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household’ of in-laws

DOMESTICVIOLENCEACT PM takes stock of
Covid vaccine
distribution plans

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
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THE SUPREME Court Thursday
setasideAllahabadHighCourt's
orderwhichgrantedinterimbail
for two months on medical
groundstoformerUttarPradesh
minister Gayatri Prasad
Prajapati,whoisanaccusedina
gangrapecase.
A bench headed by Justice

AshokBhushanallowedtheap-
pealfiledbytheUPgovernment
and said the September 3 order
ofhighcourt is “unsustainable”.
Prajapati, whowas aminis-

ter in the erstwhile Samajwadi
Partygovernment, is accusedof
raping, along with others, a
woman and attempting tomo-
lestherminordaughter.
“There was no satisfaction

recorded by the high court that
treatmentofferedtorespondent
(Prajapati)wasnotadequateand
he requires any further treat-
ment by any particularmedical
instituteforwhichitisnecessary
torelease therespondenton in-
terimbail onmedical grounds,”
thebenchnoted.“Thehighcourt,
without considering the entire
materials on record, has passed
the impugned order dated
September 3, 2020which is un-
sustainable.Inresult,weallowthis
appeal, set aside theorderdated
September3,”thebenchsaid.

NewDelhi: The condition of SP
patriarchMulayamSinghYadav
whohas contracted Covid-19 is
stable,sourcessaidonThursday.
The80-year-oldleaderisunder-
goingtreatmentattheMedanta
Hospital inGurgaon.
“He is stable and his condi-

tion is fine as of today. We are
awaitingmore details from the
hospital,” apartyofficial said.
The party on Wednesday

tweetedthattheparty'sfounder
had testedpositive for the virus
and was being monitored by
doctors. PTI

SC sets aside
HC’s interim bail
on medical
grounds to
UP ex-minister

AnusuiyaUikey

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
CHANDIGARH,OCTOBER15

AFTERMUCHspeculation, the
BJP on Thursday named
Olympian Yogeshwar Dutt as
its candidate for upcoming
high-stake Baroda Assembly
bypollscheduledforNovember
3.The lastdate for filingnomi-
nations isOctober16.
The wrestler, who con-

testedhismaidenpoliticalbat-
tle in the 2019Assembly polls
against three-time Congress
MLA Sri Krishan Hooda from
Baroda,hadlostbyathinmar-
ginof over5,000votes .
Dutt, accompaniedbyvar-

ious other senior sportsper-
sons from Haryana reached
NewDelhi Thursdaymorning
and met CM Manohar Lal
Khattar.
Earlier in the day, at least

eight candidates including
Kurukshetra’s formerMP and
Loktantra Suraksha Party’s
RajkumarSainifiledtheirnom-
inationpapersforBarodabypoll.
Thenominationscanbefiledtill
3pmonFriday,whilethecandi-
datescanwithdrawtheirnom-
inationsbyOctober19.

PMNarendraModi

New Delhi
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CHILDREN IN DISTRESS
Withpandemicsharpeninginequalities,morearebeingforced
intochildlabour,beingtrafficked.Governmentmustact

T
HECORONAVIRUSPANDEMIChassharpenedtheedgeof all inequalities.
Noonehas felt theweightof itsblowmorethan India’s children, thema-
jorityofwhomhavebeenpushedoutofdigital-onlyclassrooms.Themost
fragileof themareattheriskof fallingthroughthecracks.Aninvestigation
bythisnewspaperhastrackedthisunfoldingtragedy—withschoolsshut

andfamiliesindireeconomicstraits,childrenarebeingyankedoutofthesafetyofhomes,
andbeingforcedintochildlabour,earlymarriages,orbeingtraffickedtosweatshopsand
brothels.Thenationalhelpline forchildrenindistress,Childline, saw1.92 lakhinterven-
tionsbetweenMarchandAugust,and27lakhdistresscalls—evenduringaperiodwhen
largeparts of the countrywere lockeddown.Over 10,000 cases of childmarriagewere
recordedbetweenApril andAugust,with theperceivedeconomic liability of girls leav-
ingthemmoredefenceless.Thechildrenarelikelytobeatgreaterperil,notless,inthecom-
ingmonths.Astheeconomyunlocks, labourcontractorswillbestalkingdesperatelyim-
poverishedvillages for cheap labour.
Inthefaceof suchanenormouschallenge, thestateremainsslow-footed.Despitead-

visories fromtheMinistryofHomeAffairs tocreateanetworkof anti-humantrafficking
unitstotacklethelockdownsurge,severalstates—includingMaharashtra,UttarPradesh,
Chhattisgarh,Haryana,Uttarakhand,MizoramandNagaland—havenotsetupevenone.
In the void left by the state, child rights organisations, teachers and communities have
stepped in. InWest Bengal’s South 24 Parganas, for example, a headmaster has put to-
getheraninformalnetworkofgirl studentswhowarnhimaboutchildrenbeingmarried
off.Noteverywarningleadstoarescue.Foreverychildsaved,activistssay,manymorefall
preytotraffickingcartels.Beforethepandemicstruck,equalityintheclassroomorthean-
ganwadiwasaworkinprogress.Socialinstitutionsremainharshesttowardsthepoor,the
lower-caste child and the first-generation learner— even if there is slow, incremental
progress inmanyof theseareas, fromliteracy tomalnutrition to theeducationof thegirl
child. The pandemic’s shock has only deepened each of those fault lines. The state’s al-
readyquestionable capacity fordeliveringpublic goodshasbeenenfeebled, leavingvast
sectionsof theIndianpopulation, fromworkers leftstrandedincitiestosmallbusinesses
keelingoveras theeconomycontracts, at themercyof chance.
Eachchildlosttothiscycleofdistressaddsuptoaninter-generationaldeficitof learn-

ing,opportunityandwell-being thatwill setbackcommunitiesbydecades. It is abattle
onmany fronts, but not onewhich this country can afford to lose. State governments
mustpressthealarmbutton,andactivatethebureaucracyatdistrict,blockandvillagelev-
els tomonitordropout rates, ensure relief to familiesand involve thepoliceandcivil so-
ciety tostop this silentexodusof children.

BEST WAY OUT
LikeBangladesh, Indiashouldfocusonworldmarket,shun

protectionism,seekgreaterintegrationwithglobalsupplychains

T
HE INTERNATIONALMONETARY Fund’s (IMF) latestWorld Economic
Outlook underlines the extent of the dislocation in economic activities
across theworld due to the COVID-19 pandemic. At the aggregate level,
theFundexpects theglobal economytocontractby4.4per cent in2020,
withsharpdifferencesacrosscountries.FortheIndianeconomy,theFund’s

prognosis isgrim.The IMFnowexpects the Indianeconomytocontractby10.3percent
thisfiscalyear,worsethanitsearlierforecast,andthatoftheRBI’s.Ofthemajoreconomies,
only twoothers, ItalyandSpain, areexpected tocontract indoubledigits.
The Fund’s latest assessment comes at a timewhen the signals from the BJP-ruled

Centresuggesta reversalof decadesof trade liberalisationandareturn to the failedpoli-
ciesof self-sufficiencyoratmanirbharta.AcomparisonwithBangladesh in this regard is
instructive.According to the IMF’smedium-termforecasts, Bangladesh’sper capitaGDP
isexpectedtoovertakeIndia’sthisyear,thoughastheIndianeconomyreboundsnextyear,
the situation is likely to reverse. However, over the five-year period ending in 2025,
Bangladesh’spercapitaGDPisexpectedtogrowataslightlyhigherpace,implyingthatin
2025, its per capita incomewould be $2,756,marginally higher than that of India’s at
$2,729. Inpart,Bangladesh’srecenteconomicperformance,anddifferencesbetweenthe
twocountriescanbetracedto the former's stellarexportperformance,especially ingar-
mentsandapparel. Incomparison,India’sexportshaveremainedsluggish,asexportpes-
simismhas taken hold. In the current context, with three of the four drivers of growth
struggling, exports could provide themuch-needed fillip to India’s economy. However,
thiswouldrequireIndiatoreverseitsrecentstanceontrade—lowerratherthanraisetar-
iffs,embracefreetradeagreements,andseekgreaterintegrationwithglobalsupplychains.
In an article in this paper, the former chief economic advisor, Arvind Subramanian,

wrote thatwithwages inChinarising, ithasvacatedabout$140billion inexportsofun-
skilledlabour intensivesectors, includingapparel,clothing, leatherandfootwear.While
countries likeBangladesharebetterplaced to takeadvantageof this opportunity, post-
COVID,ascompaniestrytohedgetheirsupplychainrisks,andshiftsawayfromChinain-
tensify, this will provide India yet another opportunity. However, this will require the
government topivotaway fromprotectionism.

DARKNESS TO LIGHT
Akkithamwasapoetwhoforesawtheendof grandnarratives,

wrotewithahumanistvision

N
EARLYSIXDECADESagoAkkithamAchuthanNamboothiri,theMalayalam
poetwhopassed awayaged94onThursday,wrote the longpoem The
World inRuins (“IdinjuPolinjaLokam”).Adecadeearlier, in1952,hehad
published his path-breaking work, The Epic of Twentieth Century
(“IrupathamNoottandinteIthihasam”),apoemthatpredictedanimpend-

inggloomanddarkness.Thesetwoworkssumupthedarkpoliticalvisionthatprevailedas
asubterraneanstrandinAkkitham’spoetry.Forapoetwhopublishedhis firstcollectionin
the1940s,duringtheWorldWaryears, andassociatedwiththemajormobilisationsofhis
youth— theNamboothiri reformmovement, the FreedomStruggle and theCommunist
Party—onlytofeeldisillusionedwiththedeclineoftheirideals,thisdarknesswasinescapable.
AkkithamwasoneoftheearlyvoicesofmodernisminMalayalampoetry,whoeschewed

the language of the thendominant romantic tradition for a taut poetic idiom.He started
writingduringthehightideofNamboothirisocialreformanditsrebelliousspiritexempli-
fiedbywriter-activistVTBhattathirippad,aswellastheunderstatedradicalismofGandhian
poet,EdasseriGovindanNair,influencedhiswork.Theotherstrand,oftenactingasacoun-
tervailingforcetoAkkitham’sengagementwithmodernitywastheSanskritic traditionof
theVedasandepics.Hesoughttoreconciletheseinfluencesandarrivedatadeephuman-
ist vision.His estrangementwithcommunism, in thewakeof theRanadive thesis (1948-
51),hadtodowiththerejectionofviolenceasaninstrumentforsocial transformation.
In his later years, Akkithamsought to overcomehis dejectionwith the grandnarra-

tivesofmodernismbyseekingrefugeinIndicscripturalandliterarytraditions.Hislastma-
jorworkwasaMalayalamtranslationof theBhagavata fromitsSanskritoriginal.

A broader imagination

Suhas Palshikar

Dalitpoliticsiscaughtbetweenbalancingconcerns
ofpoliticalpowerandalteringitssocialdynamics

WHATHAPPENEDATHathras is significant
fortworeasons.First,andmosttragically,the
Hathras event failed to stir the nation’s con-
science and instead,wrapped in blind party
loyalty, itgotreducedtolaughablechargesof
internationalconspiracytotarnishthestate’s
image.Second,whilevariouspartiesandlead-
erspromptlyprotested, all suchprotestsdis-
solved in the routine politics of tokenism.
Thus, Hathras failed to produce a sustained
movementcombiningquestionsofcaste,gen-
der and state repression. Yet, developments
inUPhaven’tcausednationwideDalitprotests
nordotheyseemtobeleadingtoanewchurn-
inginDalitpolitics.
JustasHathrasissymptomaticofoursick

anddebasedmentalityasasociety,itisequally
symptomaticofthedisappearanceofDalitpo-
litics.Andthetwoarenotentirelyunrelated.
Ambedkar’s insistence on “politics” and his
concernwithpowerremaininstructivebeca-
useexperiencehasshownthatsocialchange
becomesanuntenablepropositionintheab-
senceofaconstantengagementwithpolitics.
The critical question is how to conduct that
politics and to what end. The politics
Ambedkarwas probably talking aboutwas
notaboutthenumberofministerialpositions
or budget allocations, but fundamentally
abouthownormsandrightsareunderstood.
Buteventhen, thisquestionofpowerbe-

comes relevant— and even urgent— at the
relatively contingent level of the roleofDalit
politics in formal party competition. This is
somethingthatpartiesandpoliticiansclaim-
ing to represent Dalits need to engagewith
and yet have only limited control over. The
presenceofcaste-specificloyaltiesandthedy-
namicsofstate-levelpoliticshaveoftenmeant
thatthereisnoall-IndiaDalitpolitics.TheBSP
beganwith the ambition of becoming the
leading force in shaping national-level poli-
tics but got subsumed inUPpolitics. Even at
the state level, in the entire belt fromWest
Bengal toPunjab,wheretheSCpopulationis
substantiallyhigherthanitsall-Indiaaverage,
Dalit politics is almost non-existent. In UP,
whereitmadeheadwayonce,ithasabdicated
thatposition. Somuchsothat in theHathras
developments, the BSP seems to be present
onlythroughtamestatements.
In thecontextof competitivepolitics, be-

sidesthestructurally-enhancedinabilityofan
all-IndiaDalitpolitics, ithasalwaysfacedthe
complextaskofenteringintoalliances.Again,
exceptforashortperiodinUP,Dalitpartiesor
theirmascotshavenotbeenable todent the
castlesof formalpowerontheirownevenat
thestate level. This forcesDalitparties toen-

gagewithtacticalmoves,ofaligningwithone
or the other parties relevant in respective
states.Thiscompulsionhasresultedinacon-
venient understanding of Ambedkar and an
obsessionwith sharing formal power at any
costandwithanyone.Notsurprisingly,seve-
ralpartiesclaimingtoprimarilyrepresentthe
Dalitcausehavefoundvirtueinaligningwith
theBJP.Suchanalignmenthasnotresultedin
betterprotectiontothecommunityorgreater
opportunitiesforobtainingsocialjustice.Nor
hastherecordofcoalitionswithotherparties
beenveryencouraging. This takesDalitpoli-
tics intoablindalley—itcannotmakemuch
impactthroughitsautonomouspoliticalvehi-
cles; it also cannot ensure the minimum
throughcoalitionstrategies.
This deadlockmay partly be blamed on

theabsenceof a reliableall-India leadership.
The increased salience of states during the
Nineties thwarted the leadership ambitions
of Kanshi RamandMayawati and adjusting
to that reality,Mayawati later chose toaban-
don theall-Indiaproject, or thought that the
sameformulathatworkedinUPforatempo-
rary phasewill alwayswork andwork else-
where.Thismental imprisonmentof leaders
inthecontextof theirrespectivestateproves
astumblingblockintheemergenceofanall-
IndiaDalitleadership.Eventoday,theyounger
andmore charismatic leaders like Jignesh
MevaniandChandrashekharAzadfinditdif-
ficult to represent the scandalous injustice
againstthecommunityandareforcedtopick
onlyisolatedissuestoasserttheirleadership.
And by any standards, neither is yet even a
state-level leader,despitetheall-Indiaambi-
tions.Atbest,bothrepresentsymbolicallythe
frustrationofyoungDalitsandtheirambition
tomoreauthenticallywageastruggleagainst
caste-basedinjustice.
Thepoliticaltrajectoryofsomeonelikelate

RamVilas Paswan is also instructive on all
these counts. He could survive by switching
allegiancesandeventhen,couldnotaccumu-
late a non-Dalit following beyond a limit,
choseto formaseparatepoliticalvehicle,yet
wasnotabletocarryalltheDalitsofBiharwith
himor to stepout of Bihar. Oncehe chose to
quit the JanataDal, his allianceswereneces-
sary for political survival andyet insufficient
forhimtoshapeDalitpoliticsassuch.Sucha
stalematereducespoliticianslikehimtoonly
playingalimitedstakesgameandatthesame
time,beingunabletoeffectively intervene in
times of gross atrocities and injustices.
Mayawati’scurrentsilencemightalsobeun-
derstood in this broader frameworkof com-
pulsionsof political survivalwithoutconsol-

idating the ability to take up issues of social
justiceeffectively.
Thisentrapmenttakesusbacktotheques-

tionofpowerinthedeepersensethatwasim-
plicitinAmbedkar’sthinking.Beyondthetwo
trapsofstate-levelpoliticsandcoalitionpoli-
tics,Dalitpoliticsfacesthisthirdandmorese-
riousentrapment.Itpertainstobalancingthe
immediateconcernsofformalpoliticalpower
andaimingatalteringthesocialdynamicsof
power. This is not unrelated to an effective
presenceintherealmof formalpolitics.Dalit
representationinthecontextofaliberaldem-
ocraticsystemof representationdependson
interventionsandmobilisationsinthebroader
politicsofideas,socialorganisationandabove
all,socialjustice.Itconnectswiththenatureof
Dalitmobilisation and the search for an au-
tonomouspoliticalvehicle.
Inthiscontext,findingsfromAmitAhuja’s

studybothbecomeintriguingandrelevant.In
hisrecentwork,‘MobilizingtheMarginalized:
Ethnic Partieswithout EthnicMovements’
(2019), Ahuja draws attention to a complex
pattern. Bloc voting happenswhere thehis-
toryofsocialmobilisationislacking;butwhen
Dalitvotesgetdispersedacrossparties,Dalits
tend togainmore.GoingbeyondAhuja, two
issuesstare inthefaceofDalitpolitics.Oneis
thatdespiteacertainextentofblocvoting,in-
tra-Dalitcastesdonotcometogetherveryeas-
ilyandassuch,thespectreofcasteconstrains
thepotentialofDalitpoliticsevenwhenitre-
liesonDalitmobilisation.Second,thepossibil-
ityofpoliticalgainsnotwithstanding,evenin
stateswithahistoryofsocialmobilisation,the
recurrenceofatrocitiesfunctionsasakeycon-
straintonagenuinecollaborationofDalitand
non-Dalitpoliticalactors.
Thus,insharpcontrasttolimitedimagina-

tiondisplayedbyprevailingestablishedDalit
leadership,thetoughpredicamentbeforeDalit
politicsisthatwhenitcomestoatrocitiesand
ostracisation,casteisaveryfirmandcontinu-
ingbasisbuttheremedydoesnotnecessarily
lie inpolitics on caste basis alone. If younger
leaderslikeMevaniorAzadreallywishtotran-
scendtheconstraints thathavehurt thepoli-
ticsofMayawatietal,theywouldneedtothink
beyondoneor two states, beyond seat shar-
ing, beyond self-aggrandisement, but above
all, in creatively following Ambedkar, they
wouldneedtosearchforpoliticsthatcombines
thethreeissuesofDalitsituation,socialjustice
anddemocracymoregenerally.

Thewriter,basedatPune, taughtpolitical
scienceandiscurrentlychiefeditorofStudies

inIndianPolitics

The political trajectory of
someone like late Ram Vilas
Paswan is also instructive on
all these counts. He could
survive by switching
allegiances and even then,
could not accumulate a non-
Dalit following beyond a
limit, chose to form a
separate political vehicle, yet
was not able to carry all the
Dalits of Bihar with him or
to step out of Bihar. Once he
chose to quit the Janata Dal,
his alliances were necessary
for political survival and yet
insufficient for him to shape
Dalit politics as such.
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WORDLYWISE

Globalizationandfree tradedospur
economicgrowth, andthey leadtolower

pricesonmanygoods.— ROBERT REICHTHEEDITORIALPAGE

YoginderKAlagh

FEET ON GROUND, HEAD IN STARS
RamVilasPaswanworked towards the future inabusiness-likeway

GUJARATHASAsubstantialSC/STcommunity.
RamVilas Paswanknewthis andworkedon
it. During his tenure in the United Front
GovernmentunderDeveGowdaandthelate
InderKumarGujral,asignificantdevelopment
forAhmedabadandGujaratwasthecommis-
sioning of a broad-gauge railway line from
Ahmedabad to Delhi — therewas ametre
gaugelineontheroute. Itwasahistoricocca-
sion.AccordingtotheRailwaystraditions,Iwas
toflagtheinauguration.Paswanknewthepo-
litical importance of the event. He calledup
andsaidhewantedustotraveltogether.
AtAhmedabadairporthehadarranged

a cohort of supporters. They shouted slo-
ganseulogisinghimandme. Ihadseensuch
occasions earlier. A group of smart ABVP
boyshad come to theCEPT campusonone
occasion and wouldn’t let me speak. You
canonlybequietly ledatsuchtimes.Buton
this occasion, I led.
Muchlater,whenIwasnolongeraminis-

ter, Paswan calledmewhen Iwas chairing a
committeetodevelopaRecruitmentandLife
TimeTrainingSystemforthehighercivilserv-
ices. IsaidIwouldcomedowntoseehim.He
saidno, this is importanttome,AlaghSaheb,

anSCDMismoreimportantthanSCMPsand
MLAs.Itoldhim,“Idon’tagree.Wetrainthem
tofollowtheConstitutionandnotjusttheor-
ders of the political leaders then. If they get
wrongorders, they are required to say so on
fileandiftheordersarerepeated,thenimple-
ment them, for the political leadership’s de-
cisionis final”.Hesaid, “Alaghsaheb,yehsab
mein janta hoon. Per hum jante hain ki SC
ADMya SP dande kummarega aur SP bhi
thodadheelahoga.Humkoanubhavhain.”(I
knowallthis.ButIalsoknowthatanSCDMor
DPwillbelessharshonus).
Paswantookpolicyandplanningseriously.

Hetookthedetailsoftheannualplan,theeval-
uationsandappraisalsofcurrentplansandde-
tailsoffutureplansseriously.Landforhousing
invillagesandfacilitiesforeducationforthose
whogotopportunitiesonaccountof reserva-
tionswereseriousissuestohim.Schoolingfa-
cilities for theDalit child, particularly thegirl
child,was a gamechanger since theywere a
fifthof thecohort. Theprimaryhealthcentre
wassimilarly important—thesewerereal is-
suestohim,notjustpolicystatements.
TheDiscoveryofIndiadescribesourcoun-

tryasapalimpsest.Itlivesandoperatesatdif-

ferent levels and layers. Areyouapart of the
elite,whenyoucrashthroughinvisiblebarri-
ersthroughsheermerit?Iusedtoseeandex-
periencethatinJNU.Itwouldmakeyousickin
the stomach to see thinly-veiled prejudice
paradingas“efficiency”.Therearewomenand
men,whonotonlybreakthebarrier,butwith
experiencearenotconsciousof itandarenot
lookingovertheirshoulder.Theyaretrulythe
future. Paswanwas one of those leaders di-
viningthefutureashewentalongeffortlessly.
But if hewasaskedaboutthefuture,Paswan
would, I guess, pity thequestioner in a “nor-
mal” kind of way. He wasmuch too busy
buildingthefutureinabusiness-likeway.Not
thatthepresentwasnot importanttohim.
Hewouldarrangeforagoodmealforany-

bodywho came fromHajipur. I didn’t know
whattheyserved.Probablychannabhaturas,
something even more sumptuous since
MadamPaswan is an excellent hostess. I, of
course, would want litti and satu, my
favouriteswhenIgotoPatna.ButPaswanhad
his feetonthegroundandheadinthestars.
Thiswastheleaderwelost.

Thewriter isaformerUnionminister

Land for housing in villages
and the facilities for
education for those who got
opportunities on account of
reservations were serious
issues to him. Schooling
facilities for the Dalit child,
particularly the girl child,
was a game changer since
they were a fifth of the
cohort. The primary health
centre was similarly
important — these were real
issues to him, not just policy
statements.

FOREIGNERS’ ISSUE
ASSAMAGITATION LEADERS are reported
to have told the Union homeminister Zail
Singh that theyhavenoquarrelwith “legal
foreigners” inAssamanddonotwantthem
disturbed.Accordingtoasource, theseven-
manteamof theAASUandtheAAGSP,how-
ever, told Zail Singh that the government
would have to detect all illegal foreigners
and deport them. The source said that the
agitation leaders explained that all the
refugees and displaced persons who had
entered the state and had been registered
withthegovernmentconstituted“legal for-
eigners”andthosewhohadcomeonpass-
ports, visas or had come to visit relatives

and stayedonwere “illegal foreigners”.

MARUTI TAKE OVER
The take-over of Maruti will ensure pro-
duction of better passenger cars. The new
public sector companywhichwillmanage
theMaruticomplexonthePalam-Gurgaon
roadcan formthenucleusof a factory that
can not onlymake cars but other automo-
bilesaswell. That’swhyordnancespokeof
modernisationof theautomobile industry
“to effect amore economical utilisation of
scarce fuel”. Of the three existing units
makingcars,onehasvirtuallystoppedpro-
ductionwhileanother remainedclosed for
longdue toan industrial relationproblem.

NEW ANDHRA CABINET
AN18-MEMBERCABINETwillbesworninat
theRaj Bhavan inHyderabadonOctober 16.
Therewill be no deputy chief minister. The
composition of the cabinetwas finalised by
ChiefMinister TAnjiah in consultationwith
PrimeMinister IndiraGandhi.

ECONOMICS NOBEL
LAWRENCE R KLEIN of the University of
Pennsylvaniawon the 1980Nobel Prize in
economics forcreatingcomputer-basedmod-
els toshowhoweventssuchasskyrocketing
oilpricesaffectworldeconomictrends.Klein
wasunderfireyearsagoforcommunistlinks
intheUni-tedStates.

OCTOBER 16, 1980, FORTYYEARSAGO
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WHATTHEOTHERSSAY
Overall, the economy is on the mend as reflected in the published data for the
first quarter of the ongoing fiscal year. But is there any room for complacency?
The answer to the question is in the negative. —DAWNTHE IDEASPAGE

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

At this juncture, it is also
important to realise that
many of these young
students hardly find any
guidance as they choose their
subjects and enter colleges.
There are two reasons for
this. First, as academic
disciplines are hierarchised
through the pragmatism of
market rationality, young
students— often pressured
by the anxiety-ridden
parents, and driven by the
peer culture — tend to prefer
“prestigious” subjects like
Physics, Economics,
Commerce, English
literature and Psychology,
even if they are not
intrinsically inclined to these
subjects.

World of exam warriors

ANEWprocessofclassificationandregistra-
tionforsmallbusinessestookoffonJuly1.The
enterpriseorthe“Udyam”asitistermedun-
derthenewUdyamregistrationprocesswill
register itself onlinebasedon self-declara-
tion.AsofOctober1,theMSMEministryhas
confirmedthatover7lakhregistrationshave
takenplaceusingthenewsystem.Whilethe
numberofregistrationscouldriseinthecom-
ingmonths, at present this accounts for1.1
per cent of the total estimated 6.3 crore
MSMEsthatexistaspertheNationalSample
Survey73rdRound(2015-2016).
The endeavour to digitally register

MSMEsisnotnew.In2015,thegovernment
notifiedtheUdyogAadhaarMemorandum
(UAM), anonline filing system forMSMEs.
Theregistrationprocesswasfree,paperless
and awarded instant registration. It was
basedontheself-declarationandself-certi-
fication of basic information regarding the
enterprise’sexistenceandfunctioning.Asof
January, 86 lakhMSMEshad registeredon
theUAMportal—13.5percentoftheMSME
universe. In 2016, the governmentnotified
rulesunderwhichMSMEshadtofurnishin-
formation relating to their enterprises, on-
line, in anMSMEdatabank. As of January,
only1.6lakhunitsregisteredonit.
Reliableandupdatedinformationregard-

ingsmallbusinessesinIndiaisabsent.Aded-
icatedcensus for this salient sectorwas last
conducted13yearsago in2006-2007.Basic
information regardingMSMEunits is scat-
tered across variousdatabases such as the
UAM,MSMEDatabank, andGSTN.The first
twodatasetscontainself-certified,voluntary
informationprovidedbyafractionofMSMEs
whereas theGSTNhasa statutory require-
mentthatonlybusinesseswithaturnoverof
morethanRs40lakhneedberegisteredonit.
Comparing the requirements of the

UAMandUdyamregistration,itisclearthat
the importance of generating a verified
databaseofMSMEunitshasbeenacknowl-
edged. Under the Udyam registration
process, Aadhaar ismademandatory for
proprietorswhereascompanies/LLPsmust
providetheirGSTINandPANalongwiththe
Aadhaar number.Moreover, every enter-
prisecanhaveonlyoneUdyamRegistration
Number, irrespective of the number of
manufacturing and service activities pro-
vided. The self-declared information re-
gardinginvestmentandturnoverisverified
usingtheintegrationof theUdyamsystem
withtheIncomeTaxdepartmentdatabase
and theGSTN. For classification and infor-
mation updation purposes, therefore, the
registeringentity’sITR,GSTreturnsandPAN
will serveasreliable information.
Entities that havepreviously registered

(asof June30)onotherportals/systemswill
continuetobevaliduntilMarch31,2021.By
thiscut-offdate,however,itisexpectedthat

theywill re-register themselves under the
Udyamregistrationprocess.Inanattemptto
nudgemoreenterprisestobecomelifetime
Udyam,thegovernmenthas integratedthe
systemwiththeTradeReceivablesElectronic
Discounting System (TReDS) and the
Government e-Marketplace (GeM). Such
linkagessignificantlybenefitMSMEsbyof-
feringafreeandautomaticroutetoonboard
bill discountingmechanisms and the gov-
ernment’sonlineprocurementsystem.
In its updated Priority Sector Lending

(PSL)guidelines,theRBIhasestablishedthat
forthepurposesofPSL,MSMEswillbeiden-
tified as per the gazette notification laying
downthenewprocessof classificationand
registration. It has also clarified that all
lenders may now obtain the Udyam
RegistrationCertificatefromentrepreneurs.
Itisclearthatgoingforwardfinancialinstitu-
tionscanmaketheUdyamregistrationapre-
requisiteforlendingpurposes.
It is important to understandhow this

willbodeforavastlyinformalMSMEsector.
Theseunincorporated small businessunits
comprise self-employed/owner-managed
firmswithcharacteristic featuresof house-
holdenterprisesandthosethatoperatewith
less than fiveworkers.Most of these firms
arenotformallyregisteredanywhereforvar-
iousreasons.Theyaresosmallthattheyby-
passminimumthresholdsthatrequirethem
topayincometaxorberegisteredunderthe
GST.Beinginvisiblebenefitsthesefirmssince
it enables themtostayoutof a rather com-
plexandexpensiveregulatoryapparatus.The
costs of formalisation and compliance are
highandonerousinmanystates inIndia. In
suchanecosystem,thereareperverseincen-
tivestoremainingsmallandinformal.
From April 1, 2021, it seems that the

Udyamregistrationmaybe the only valid
proof for an entity to be recognised as an
MSMEasperthereviseddefinition.Whilethe
Udyam initiative holdsmore promise in
termsofcapturingreliableandverifiedinfor-
mationaboutMSMEs, it is important toas-
sessifthiswillbedetrimentaltosomeofthem
in terms of accessing formal finance. The
slightest chanceof theUdyamregistration
turning intoanentrybarriermustbe recti-
fiedbeforeApril2021.Tothisend,thegovern-
mentandRBI shouldconsiderwhether the
registration requirement canbeexempted
forunitswithinvestmentandturnoverthat
falls in the lower end of the criteria that
presentlydefinesmicro-enterprises, for the
purposeofaccessingformalcredit.
In 2018, the International Finance

Corporationestimated that theoverall sup-
plyof financefromformalsourcesmetonly
one-thirdofthecreditdemandoftheMSME
sector.Thesebusinessespreferrelyingonin-
formal sources for financingdue to their in-
abilitytomeetdocumentationprotocols,in-
adequate collateral, disorganised
book-keeping,amongothers.Enablingstrate-
gies suchasPSLcouldprovidea fillip topri-
oritysectorsincludingMSMEswhichrequire
increased formal financing. It is imperative
thatsuchinstitutionallendinginitiativescon-
tinuetoremainaccessibleforallbusinesses,
formalandinformal,anddeliverontheprom-
iseoffinancingforinclusivedevelopment.

PandeyandPillaiarefellowandresearch
fellow,respectively,atNIPFP.

Viewsarepersonal

ASTHEDELHIUniversityannouncedthecut-
off lists for college admission, we began to
realise the absurdity of the entire process.
No, if for “branded” colleges, 100per cent is
thecut-off fordisciplineslikeEconomicsand
Psychology,thereisnoreasontobelievethat
itdemonstratesthehighqualityofourschool
education. Instead, it shows the vicious cy-
cleof rote learningand inflatedmarks, it in-
dicates the poverty of pedagogic imagina-
tionandshowsahighlymechanisedprocess
ofenteringtherealmofhighereducation. In
otherwords, it indicatesthedamagethesys-
temdoes toyoungminds.
Ours isasociety thatworships“success”

and adores the “toppers”. And this is pre-
ciselywhyitoughttorealise that there isno
necessary correlation between one’s intel-
lectual ability or academic excellence and
one’sperformanceinboardexaminations. It
isquitepossible,asanykeenobserverof the
prevalentsystemofeducationwouldaccept,
toscore100percentinEnglishwithouthav-
ing any curiosity to enter the fascinating
worldofpoetry,shortstoriesandnovels.Or,
for thatmatter, the“topper” inPhysicsneed
not necessarily have a scientific temper or
thekeenurge tounderstand the lawsof na-
ture. The experience of wonder, the joy of
learning andunlearning, or the spirit of en-
quiry—nothingmattersastheprevalentsys-
tem believes in the fetish of quantification.
And, ironically, this craze for “marks” trans-
forms a learner into a smart consumer; the
only skill she/he is required tomaster is the
ability to consume knowledge capsules
(“facts”, information, theorems) abstracted
from textbooks, andmemorise associated
bullet points as emphasised by exam-ori-
ented teachers and coaching centre gurus.
With a series ofmock tests, endless drilling
andchronicobsessionwithranking(schools
sell the “toppers” as perfect “products” for
enhancing their market value), a young
learneriseventuallyreducedintoaparrot—
repeatingwhatisfilledinhermind,say,two
piecesof informationaboutRajaRamMohan
Roy,six factsaboutGandhi,oraphysicsthe-
oremtosolveanumerical.
In aworldof this kind, there is nopoetic

wonder, no criticality of social science, and
noenquiringspiritof science.Oneisonlyan
examwarrior. Moreover, as the “fact-cen-
tric”/“objective”/shortquestionsbecomethe
new normal, and the power of memorisa-
tionisthekeytosuccess, itbecomesexceed-
ingly difficult not to get at least 80 per cent
intheboardexamination.Andthosewhoget
even95percenttendtosuffer fromdepres-
sion. This is nothing but violence — the
pathologyof“success”causingthestigmaof
“failure”.
Atthisjuncture, it isalsoimportanttore-

alise that many of these young students
hardly find any guidance as they choose
their subjects and enter colleges. There are
two reasons for this. First, as academic dis-
ciplines are hierarchised through theprag-
matism of market rationality, young stu-
dents — often pressured by the
anxiety-ridden parents, and driven by the

peer culture — tend to prefer “prestigious”
subjectslikePhysics,Economics,Commerce,
English literature and Psychology, even if
they are not intrinsically inclined to these
subjects.Andsecond, intheageof“ranking”
colleges and universities are hierarchised.
Hence, to take an illustration, St Stephen’s
orLadyShriRamCollegeisoftenconsumed
asafancy“brand”:It isnotimpossibletofind
students who, because of the “brand con-
sciousness”,preferthe“prestigious”college
rather than the subject of their liking. The
subject — Sanskrit or Education — doesn’t
matter;MirandaHouse,orHinduCollegeat
anycost!Thismasspsychologyofconsump-
tion further complicates the politics of the
cut-offpoint.Notsolelythat. Itdestroyshu-
manpossibilities.Onewhocouldhavecon-
tributedimmenselytothestudyofHindilit-
eratureendsuppursuingEconomicsor, for
thatmatter,onewhocarriestheburdenofSt
Stephen’sEconomicsmighthavefoundreal
satisfaction in pursuing History in a not so
“reputed” institution like Deshbandhu
College. Yes, the craving for “status” tri-
umphs—educationsuffers. In fact, the sys-
tem functions like a soullessmachine. It is
more interested ineliminatingpeople (you
don’t have 99 per cent in the board exam
andhence,youcannotdoSociologyatLSR).
It isnotforfindingorarousingone’srealap-
titude and inclination.What an irony! Just
oneexaminationandwedecideone’s fate.

Imagine the intensity of mental agony
these youngsters pass through. As social
Darwinism is normalised and hyper-com-
petitivenessbecomes thephilosophyof the
age, schools become highly-oppressive in-
stitutions. Tight bodies, heavily-loaded
school bags, weekly tests, never-ending
home assignments, constant performance
anxiety,parentalpressureandtheurgetobe
a “topper”: Theworld they inhabit has no
rainbow,nosunset,nomusic; itonlybreeds
psychic anxiety and some sort of sado-
masochism. Even though the likes of
RabindranathTagoreandJidduKrishnamurti
felt the pain of this neurosis, the system re-
mains as it is. Andnomatter howmuchwe
value these“toppers”, or feelproudof these
“top-ranking” colleges, the society we are
creatingisboundtobetoxicandviolent.Yes,
depression,lonelinessandschizophreniaare
bound to characterise the restless genera-
tion. In the coming years, newspapers, it
seems,would startwriting editorials about
students’ suicides.
Is there a way out? An answer to this

question is possible only if we acquire the
courage to accept that one’s curiosity, apti-
tude and awakened intelligence cannot be
measuredthroughapatternofexamination
that compels one to be a robotic performer
rather thanacreativewanderer.

Thewriter isprofessorof Sociologyat JNU

GOVERNOR’S BIAS

THISREFERSTOtheeditorial, ‘Neither
letter,nor spirit’ (IE,October15). Even
thosewhowere stunned by the sud-
den transformation of the Shiv Sena
from a Hindutva outfit to a votary of
secularism in order to grab power in
Maharashtrawerestartledbythesar-
castic, tactlessandunprovokedword-
ingof thegovernor’s letter to thechief
minister. TheCentrehasgivendiscre-
tion to the states to decide on the re-
opening of temples. Since
Maharashtrahasmanyplacesofwor-
shipwhichdrawdevotees from India
and abroad, it has exercised the op-
tion wisely. The least the governor
could do is to apologise.

YGChouksey,Pune

THISREFERSTO theeditorial, ‘Neither
letter, nor spirit’ (IE, October 15).
Maharashtra Governor Bhagat Singh
Koshyari, while taunting CMUddhav
Thackerayforturning“secular”, has in
effect mocked himself and the
Constitution of India,whichhas sanc-
tionedhimthedignityofagubernato-
rial post. His averment “our Gods and
Goddesses have been condemned to
stay in the lockdown”belies theirom-
nipresence. Surprisingly, no such ur-
gencyisseenintheBJPfortheopening
of educational institutions.

LRMurmu,Delhi

WRONG MESSAGE

THIS REFERS TO the article, 'I'm the
unbornbaby’ (IE,October15).The fact
that people protested against the
Tanishqadandnowthecompanyhas
taken it down place a question-mark
onIndia's secularismandthe freedom
of firms and individual departments.
The ad beautifully showed the love
between Hindus and Muslims and
that could have been a step towards
normalising the communal gap. It is
disappointing that a TV advertise-
ment is also viewed from a political
lens.

AyushiSingh,Agra

LETTER TO THEEDITOR

OVER THE past few years, it has become a
fad within a cocooned elite ecosystem to
predict or claim that India and its institu-
tions are declining. People within this
ecosystem have become so obsessedwith
wantingtosee Indiadeclinethat,now, they
see ithappening irrespectiveof the factson
the ground. If facts don’t suit their percep-
tions, they can alwaysmanufacture narra-
tivestosuittheirpre-conceivednotionsand
torture isolated bits of information to say
what theywant.
If electionresults arenot to their liking,

then the whole election process is ques-
tioned. If court judgments are not to their
liking, then they cast aspersionson the ju-
diciary. Similarly, to disparage India’s par-
liamentarydemocracy, thisecosystemhas
suddenly begun to see an imaginary de-
cline.
Ironicallyenough, therewasanattempt

made to gauge the health of an institution
by actually focusing on an individual. On
even days, they analyse the health of
Parliamentbyhowmanytimesoneindivid-
ual—NarendraModi—spokeinit, likeacol-
umn recently sought to do. On odd days,
these people disparage the genuine affec-
tion of the Indian people towards Prime
MinisterModias thesupposedelevationof
an individual above institutions.

PMModileadsatalentedteam.Heleads
from the front but emphasises teamwork.
He is the primeminister in a government
that has ableministers in Parliament,who,
alongwith the PM, answer all questions —
evenwildandunfoundedallegations—with
dignity. If Modi had spokenmore than his
predecessorsorhis teaminParliament, the
same ecosystem would have said that
democracy is in danger becauseModimo-
nopolisesParliament’s time!
There is a tendentious attempt to say

Parliament has ceased to be a place of de-
bate in the last six years. But the facts say
something else. When it comes to
Parliament’shealth,post-NarendraModi, its
productivityandstandingasaforumforde-
batehaveactuallybeen raised.
Consider legislation, which is the core

responsibility of elected representatives.
The16th LokSabha spent 32per cent of its
time on legislative business, which is sec-
ondonlytothefirstLokSabha.This ishigher
than the average of all other Lok Sabhas,
whichspentabout25percentof their time
on legislative business. After Modi bowed
at the steps of Parliament, the subsequent
Lok Sabha spent more time in legislative
business thanmost other Lok Sabhas.
Recently, therewasamanufacturedcon-

troversyaroundQuestionHour.Thosewho

said Question Hour is the cornerstone of
Parliamentarydemocracyhadconveniently
cancelled Question Hour in their state as-
semblies.
In the 16th Lok Sabha, Question Hour

worked for 67 per cent of its scheduled
time. The loss of time was due to disrup-
tions. The nation watched live and under-
stoodwhodisrupted Parliament regularly,
harmingdemocracy.
Discussionanddebateare themost im-

portant duties of Parliament, especially
around legislation. It turns out that Bills
were discussed for more time in the 16th
Lok Sabha than the 14th and 15th Lok
Sabhas. Thirty-two per cent of Bills were
discussed for more than three hours and
around 27 per centwere discussed for be-
tween two and three hours, significantly
higher thanboth termsof theUPA.
In the 15th Lok Sabha (2009-2014),

about26percentofBillswerepassedwith
less than30minutesofdebate,while in the
16thLokSabhaonly6percentof Billswere
passedwith less than30minutesofdebate.
Further, the percentage of the budget that
was discussed in the 16th Lok Sabha was
higher than the two Lok Sabhas before it.
Clearly, better debate and discussion hap-
pened in theLokSabha inNarendraModi’s
first term as Prime Minister than during

both terms ofManmohan Singh’s govern-
ment.
Eveninthe17thLokSabha, thestatistics

beforethecoronaviruspandemicstruckare
impressive.The first sessionof the17thLok
Sabhaworkedfor135percentof thesched-
uledhoursandRajyaSabhafor100percent.
This performance is better than any other
session in two decades. In the subsequent
winter session of 2019, Lok Sabhaworked
for 111 per cent of the scheduled time and
RajyaSabha for92per cent.
Thecorrectpicture that comesoutof all

these facts — easily available in the public
domain (on thewebsite of PRS Legislative
Research) — is that parliamentary democ-
racy in India is in excellenthealth.
However, the problem for a small set of

people is not the healthy functioning of
Parliamentbutthefactthat itscomposition
isnottotheir liking.UnabletodigestModi’s
popularity, thisecosystemhadeventriedto
spread the fear that there won’t be any
democracyifheisvotedin.Theoppositehas
happened.Modihasbeenvotedintwiceand
democracyhas thrived.
India has provenmany such naysayers

wrongoverthedecadesanditwillcontinue
todo so.

Thewriter is aBJPMP

TodisparageIndia’sparliamentarydemocracy,someareimaginingitsdecline

A case of sour grapes

Rajyavardhan SinghRathore
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RegisteringMSMEscouldhelpthemaccessformal
creditchannels.Butthecostsof formalisationand

compliancearehighandonerous

Radhika Pandey and
Amrita Pillai

Nudge towards
formalisationInthisworld,thereisnopoeticwonder,nocriticalityofsocialscience,andnoenquiringspiritofscience.High

cut-offsinadmissionsarenoreflectionofstandards,butacaseofrotelearningandhyper-competitiveness
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OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER, MECHANICAL HOSPITAL AND CENTRAL
HEATING DIVISION, GOVT. MEDICAL COLLEGE & HOSPITAL, JAMMU

E-mail: mhchgmch@gmail.com

GIST OF NIT
(Short Term)

Executive Engineer, MHCH Division GMCH Jammu for and on behalf of The President of India invites
sealed tenders duly affixed with Rs. 6/- revenue stamps are invited from Registered / Reputed firms,
Workshops having PAN/TIN/Sale tax clearance certificate and registered with DIC/SSI/Labour Department
and having sufficient experience for the work mentioned below:

The Complete tender documents containing the detailed specifications, terms and conditions can be had
from the office of the undersigned on any working day as per the sale date mentioned above during office
hours against payment of Rs. 200/- (Rupees Two hundred only) in shape of J&K Govt. treasury challan indi-
cating treasury voucher no. and date and also indicating the NIT No. and Name of Work duly crediting to
0059-PWD (Revenue) non-refundable for each tender. The complete tender documents should reach this
office on or before the due date up to 12 Noon.

Sd/- (Er.Bodhraj Bhagat)
Executive Engineer

Mech. Hospital & Central Heating
Division GMC Jammu

S.
no.

1.

Description of Job

Replacement of 300Amp. MNX
Contractor of VRV System panel at panel
Govt. Psychiatric Hospital Jammu.

NIT No. &
date

MHDJ/NIT/41
of 2020-21

Dt 13.10.2020

Sale date
&

Due date

Sale Date
Upto 27.10.2020

Due On 28.10.2020

Earnest
money

2%

Tender Receiving
Authority

Executive Engineer
MH&CH Div.

GMCH, Jammu.

DIPJ-5922

E-TENDER CANCELLATION NOTICE
Ref. no 2516 @ 164 Dated : 15.10.2020fufonk (x<+0)@

UTTARAKHAND PEYJAL SANSADHAN VIKAS EVAM NIRMAN NIGAM

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF GENERAL MANAGER

(A govt. of Uttarakhand Undertaking)

403/1, Indra nagar Dehradun-248001 E-mail:- cgmnirmanwing@yahoo.com, gmnirmanwing@gmail.com

Tender invited through electronic tendering system for the Empanelment of

consultants for Architectural/ Structural Design of Buildings proposed at different

places in Uttarakhand State/ Other States/U.T vide this office tender notice no

2471/Nivida (Garhwal)/392 Dated 13/10/2020, is here by cancelled due to

unavoidable circumstances.

Cancellation information also uploaded in http://www.uktenders.gov.in.

Note : For further contact 0135-2764075.

Construction Wing

General Manager (Garhwal)

Short Term Tender Notice

Central University of Haryana
Mahendergarh – 123031(Haryana)

Central University of Haryana (CUH) invites short term tender notice for
the purchase of Sports Equipments. The interested firms may send their
sealed tender to undersigned by 22.10.2020 up to 2:00PM. For more
details and updates please visit www.cuh.ac.in

RegistrarDated: 14.10.2020No: CUH/PHY EDU/2020/121

Delhi Agricultural Marketing Board
(Govt. of NCT of Delhi)

9, Institutional Area, Pankha Road, Janakpuri,
New Delhi-110058

Tel:- 28524421, Fax:- 011-28521871

NOTICE of E- TENDER
The item rates tenders are invited through e- tendering for the
following works:

S.
No.

Name of Works Estimated
Cost &
Earnest
Money
(Rs.)

Last date &
time for
receipt of
tender
through e-
procurement

Tender ID No

1 Operation & maintenance
of all type of electrical
fixtures, High Mast, pump-
sets, DG sets i/e whole
net work of electrical
cable, panel, feeder
pillar’s and other
accessories at Fish &
Poultry Market, Gazipur.

16,68,950/-
33,380/-

20.10.2020
at 15.00 Hrs.

2020_DAMB_
195251_1

The Term- conditions and other details of the tender may please be
seen on the website https;//govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in

Sd/-
Executive Engineer (E)

DIP/Shabdarth/0361/20-21 DAMB

BÊ-d³fdUQf Af¸fÔÂf¯f Àfc̈ f³ff
A³fb·fUe Af´fcd°fÊI °ffÊAûa ÀfZ ´ffS Z¿f¯f ´fd›¸f ÃfZÂf, ¸fZSN IZ

A³°f¦fÊ°f d³f¸³f Àff¸f¦fie W Z°fb BÊ-d³fdUQf¹fZÔ BÊ-´fûMÊ »f

etender.up.nic.in ´fS Qû ·ff¦fûa ¸fZa 12.00 ¶fþZ °fI

AfÔ¸fdÂf°f I e þf°fe W`ÔÜ dUÀ°fÈ°f dUUS¯f WZ°fb BÊ-´fûMÊ»f ´fS »ffg¦f

B³f I SZaÜ 1. d³fdUQf Àfa£¹ff - Me-15/2020-21 ´ffS Z¿f¯f ´fd›¸f

ÃfZÂf ¸fZSN IZ d³f¹fÔÂf¯ff²fe³f dUd·f³³f ´ffS Z¿f¯f ¸f¯O»fûÔ W Z°fb ±f¸fÊ»f

B¸fZþ I` ¸fSf (B³Ri fS ZO I` ¸fSf) I e Af´fcd°fÊÜ ²fSûWS SfdVf

35,000/-(ø 0 ´f`Ô°feÀf WþfS ¸ffÂf)Ü d³fdUQf ´fi´fÂf Vfb»I ø 0

3,540/-(I S ÀfdW°f)Ü Jb»f³fZ I e dQ³ffÔI 20.11.2020Ü

WÀ°ff./-¸fb£¹f Ad·f¹fa°ff (´ffSXZ¿f¯f ´fd›¸f) 130-OXe,

´ffSXZ¿f¯f ·fU³f, dU¢MXûdSX¹ff ´ffIYÊ, ¸fZSXNX "SXf¿MÑX dWX°f ¸fZÔ DYþfÊ

¶f¨ff¹fZÔ"Ü IÈ ´f¹ff UZ¶f ÀffBÊM etender.up.nic.in ´fS

dUÀ°ffS ¸fZÔ Àf·fe Àfc¨f³ff, ÀfÔVfû²f³f/dUÀ°ffS WZ°fb d³fdUQf Jb»f³fZ

I e d°fd±f °fI »ffg¦f Afg³f I S ZaÜ ´fÂffÔI 7986/¸fb.A.

(´ff.´f.)¸fZSN/ T- 15/2020-21 dQ³ffÔI :- 15.10.2020

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
LUCKNOW,OCTOBER15

A 45-YEAR-OLD FARMER was
shotdeadinpresenceofadmin-
istrative and police officials at
Durjanpur village in Ballia dis-
trict of Uttar Pradesh on
Thursday afternoon as a fight
broke out during the allotment
of a ration shop. The shooting
took place in full public glare,
leading topandemonium.
Taking cognizance of the

matter, Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath ordered suspension
ofallthepolicepersonnelandof-
ficials, including Sub-Divisional

Magistrate(SDM)SureshKumar
Pal and Circle Officer
Chandrakesh Singh, whowere
presentat thespot.
Police, meanwhile, have

booked the main accused,
Dhirendra Pratap Singh, for the
killing.
Seven others have been

booked for criminal conspiracy.
Noonehasbeenarrestedso far.
Accordingtothepolice,Singh

shotthefarmerfromhislicensed
pistol.
Amid reports that Singh is a

local BJP leader, the saffron
party’s Ballia district unit presi-
dent Jai Prakash Sahu denied
Singh was a party worker but

added that he “could be a BJP
supporter”.
BJP MLA from Bairiya,

Surendra Singh, said that Singh
isanex-armymanandsupporter
of theBJP.
InLucknow,AdditionalChief

Secretary (Home) Awanish
KumarAwasthisaidthatbesides
the SDM and the Circle Officer,
10more policemen, including
two sub-inspectors and eight
constables, have been sus-
pended.
Theroleof theStationOfficer

ofRevatiPoliceStationisalsobe-
inginvestigated,Awasthiadded.
AccordingtoSuperintendent

ofPolice(Ballia)DevendraNath,

a quarrel started between two
self-help groups (SHGs), one
supported by Dhirendra Pratap
Singh,duringtherationshopal-
lotment at Durjanpur village,
which falls under Revati Police
Stationarea.
“As both the groups refused

to settle thematter, the officials
present at the spot decided to
halt theallotmentprocess. Sub-
Divisional Magistrate Suresh
KumarPalstoppedtheallotment
andaskedthevillagerstoreturn
home.Aspeoplestarteddisburs-
ing, Dhirendra Pratap Singh
openedfire inwhichJaiPrakash
got injured. He died on hisway
to thehospital,”Nathsaid.

AVANEESHMISHRA
BARABANKI,OCTOBER15

WEEKSAFTER theHathrashor-
ror, another Dalit girl was al-
legedly raped and strangulated
in a village in Barabanki district
onWednesday. Her body was
found in paddy field, according
toher family.
Police had initially filed a

murder caseagainst anuniden-
tified person. Later, after the
postmortem report confirmed
sexualassault,thechargeofrape
underIPCsection376wasadded
to theFIR.
“OnWednesday, theFIRwas

registered under section 302 of
the IPC. On Thursday, we have
added section 376 (rape) of the
IPCbasedonthepostmortemre-
port.We are questioning a few
suspects after primary investi-
gation,” said Additional SP
(Barabanki)RamSewakGautam
toldThe IndianExpress.
However, due to confusion

over the girl’s age, police have
notaddedthechargesunderthe
Protection of Children from
Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act.
While the family claimed that
theytoldthepolicethatshewas
17 years old, police said that in
their oral complaint the family
hadsaidthatthegirlwasslightly

above18years.
Accordingtothegirl’s father,

she had left for the fields in the
daytoharvestthecrop.“Around
5.30 pm, she had not returned
home. I gotworried and started
looking for her. Around half an
hourlater, Iwenttothefieldand
sawherslippers.A littleahead, I
found her lifeless body,” the fa-
ther toldThe IndianExpress.
The victimwas the eldest of

foursiblings.Whileheryounger
sister is around 15, her twin
brothersarearoundseven.
“We received the informa-

tion of a body found in a paddy
field in thevillageundermyste-
riouscircumstances.Wearecol-
lecting all the evidence and a
team has been formed under
Additional SP-rank officer. We
will soon be able to crack the
case,”saidAdditionalSPGautam
who is currently holding the
chargeof SP in thedistrict.
Asked about the discrepan-

cies in the age of the victimand
whethershewasamajorormi-
nor, IG(AyodhyaRange)Sanjeev
Gupta said it would have no
bearingonthe investigation.
Initially, the family had re-

fused to cremate the body. But
after an assurance from the po-
lice, the bodywas cremated on
Thursdayeveningbyher family
members.

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER15

THE INCOME Tax Department
carriedouta“searchandseizure
action” onWednesday in the
case of a “leading” advocate—
practising in the field of com-
mercialarbitrationandalternate
disputeresolution--whoissus-
pected to be receiving substan-
tial amounts in cash from his
clients to allegedly settle their
disputes.
During the search, 38prem-

ises across Delhi, NCR and
Haryana were covered. Cash
amounting to Rs 5.5 crore was
seized during the searches, the
CBDTsaid inastatement.
The Board did not identify

the advocate. Ten bank lockers
havebeenputunderrestraint, it
said.
"Hewas suspected to be re-

ceiving substantial amounts in
cash from his clients to settle
their disputes. Incriminating
documentsofunaccountedcash
transactions and investments

made by the assessee
over several years have
been found," the de-
partmentsaid.
The Board, which

framespolicyforthetax
department, alleged

that the lawyer inonecase"had
received Rs 117 crore from a
client in cash, whereas he had
shown only Rs 21 crore in his
records, which was received
throughcheque".
Inanothercase,he isalleged

to have receivedmore than Rs
100 crore in cash froman infra-
structureandengineeringcom-
panyfor itsarbitrationproceed-
ings with a public sector
company, theCBDTsaid.
"The unaccounted cash re-

ceivedhasbeen investedby the
assesseeinpurchaseof residen-
tial and commercial properties
and in taking over of trusts en-
gaged in running of schools.
Evidencesrecoveredindicatein-
vestment of more than Rs 100
crore in cash in several proper-
ties inposhareas in the last two
years," it said.
The assessee and his associ-

ateshavealsopurchasedseveral
schools and properties, for
whichmore than Rs 100 crore
was"paid incash", it said.
Hehasalsotakenaccommo-

dation entries (hawala funds)
worthseveral crores, it said.
The Board said the search

teamshavealsorecovered"sub-
stantialdigitaldatareflectingun-
accountedtransactionsoftheas-
sessee and his associates who
are financiersandbuilders".

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
BHOPAL,OCTOBER15

AT LEAST 14 migrant workers
havediedafterconsumingillicit
liquor in Madhya Pradesh’s
Ujjain district, officials said
Thursday.
Following the incident, four

policeofficialsofKharakaunpo-
lice station, including in-charge
ML Meena, sub-inspector
Niranjan Sharma, and two con-
stables,weresuspended.Twelve
bootleggerswere also arrested,
saidastategovernmentofficial.
Thetragedycametolightaf-

ter seven migrant labourers
werefounddeadindifferentar-
easinUjjainonWednesday.Two
of them were found dead on
Thursdaymorningundertheju-
risdiction of Kharakaun police
station while two others were
rushed to the hospital where
theydied later.
Accordingtotheinitialinves-

tigation,thedeathsseemtohave

occured after the consumption
ofagingertincture-based liquor,
locally-knownas ‘polati’.
The arrested bootleggers

were said to have brewed the
liqourusingethyl etherhexane.
“Ginger tincture is a commonly
useindustrialchemicalthatwas
used in its production,” said a
governmentofficial. Theofficial
explainedthatthechemicalalso
containsmethanol,which is di-
luted inwater tomake the con-
coction.
Chief Minister Shivraj Singh

Chouhan has ordered a special
investigation team to look into
thematter. The three-member
team includes ADG SK Jha, DIG
(Ratlam Range) Shushant
SaxenaandAddlChiefSecratary
(Home&Jail)RajeshRajora.
“We’ll be looking into all as-

pects of the case including the
roleof officials andthe lapses in
registeringFIRsandarrestingthe
culprits.Theroleoftheexcisede-
partment will looked into,”
Rajora toldThe IndianExpress.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
BHUBANESWAR,OCTOBER15

TWO PERSONSwere Thursday
arrested for allegedly raping a
15-year-oldgirl for22daysafter
confining her in a farmhouse in
Odisha’s Cuttack city. The ac-
cused, aged 22 and 25, also
filmed the incident to threaten
theminor,police said.
A student of Class 9, the girl

hadcometoCuttackfromhervil-
lage in Jagatsinghpur district to
livewith her elder sister as she
wasunabletobearallegedtorture
at the hands of her father.
However, her brother-in-law
askedhertoreturntoherfather's
house. On September 20,when
shewaswaiting for abus, oneof
the accused approached her on
thepretextofgivingherajob,and
took her to a farmhouse owned
byanotheraccused,policesaid.
“Thegirlwasconfinedfor22

days and was sexually as-
saulted,” apoliceofficer said.

14 die in MP’s Ujjain
after drinking hooch,
12 bootleggers held

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
VADODARA,OCTOBER15

TWOWEEKSafteraBJPcouncil-
lor in Gujarat’s Dahod district
was killed in a “road accident”
during amorningwalk, the po-
liceWednesday arrested four
peopleforcarryingouthis“con-
tractkilling”.
The four accused have been

identifiedasSajjansinhChauhan
and Mohammed Samir
Mujawar, both residents of
Ujjain inMadhya Pradesh, Ajay
Himmat Kalal from Jhalodmu-
nicipality in Dahod and Irfan
Pada fromGodhra—a convict in
the 2002 Sabarmati train car-
nage. Pada had been on the run
sincehe jumpedparole in2019.
Thepolicearecurrentlyprobing
whocommissionedthecontract
killingbyapproachingKalal.
According to Dahod Police,

who had begun the probe on
September 27, it was Kalal who
had contacted the other three
accomplices to execute the
killingofDahodcouncillorHiren
Patel. Dahod Superintendent of
Police, Hitesh Joysar, said that
Kalal, Pada and Chauhan had
met in prison and stayed in
touchafterPadajumpedparole.
Knowing that Patel was a

regularmorningwalker, the ac-
cused had hatched a plot to kill
Patelinamannerthatwouldap-
pearlikeanaccident,policesaid.
On themorning of September
27, when Patel had stepped out
around 6 am, the accused ran
him overwith a vehicle at a se-
cluded spot in Jhalod, fatally in-
jurePatel. Theaccusedhadpre-
viouslydonearecceof theroute
thatPatelusually took.
Joysar said: “Our teams had

spotted two vehicles speeding
past the site, immediately after
Patel was seenwalking by. The
cameracouldnotcapturetheac-
tual accident, butwe traced the
two vehicles with help of con-
nectingCCTVsafterwe realised
thatoneof thetwovehicleshad
beensuspiciouslymovingatthe
site and crossed by three times
justbefore the incident.”
Top police officers added

that they had been under pres-
sure to crack the caseas thede-
ceasedwas a former vicepresi-
dent of the Jhalodmunicipality
and a local leader of stature for
theBJP.

I-T conducts searches
in case of advocate
‘taking cash from clients’

Godhra convict
among those
arrested for
‘contract killing’
of BJP leader

Dalit girl raped,
killed in Barabanki

2 held for
raping minor
in farmhouse
for weeks

ODISHA

Man shot during allotment of ration
shop in Ballia, officials suspended

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER15

WHILEDECLININGtopassan in-
terim order in an application
seekingdirection that no FIR be
registeredforpronouncementof
triple talaq by a husband onhis
wife, the Delhi High Court has
said that the provision of the
2019lawcriminalisingtheact is
aimedatdiscouraging“theage-

old and traditional practice” of
pronouncementof talaq.
While issuing notice to the

Centre in the main case chal-
lenging the provision, the High
Courthasadjourned thematter
sinedie.
“ThepurposeofSection4ap-

pearstobetoprovideadeterrent
againstsuchpractice.Merelybe-
cause triple talaq has been de-
claredtobevoidandillegaldoes
notmean the legislature could

nothavemadethecontinuation
of suchpractice anoffence. This
is our prima facie view,” the di-
vision bench of Justices Vipin
Sanghi and Rajnish Bhatnagar
said inanorder.
Thecourtwashearingacase

seeking directions that all FIRs
registered under Section 4 of
MuslimWomen (Protection of
RightsonMarriage)Act,2019,in
police stationswithin the terri-
tory of Delhi—pending at the

stageof investigation, inquiryor
trial—bestayed.
Theapplicationalsosoughta

direction to restrain the police
fromregisteringFIRduringpen-
dencyofthecaseagainstSection
4of theAct.
The provision provides for

imprisonmentof upto three for
procurementoftalaq“bywords,
either spoken or written or in
electronic form or in any other
mannerwhatsoever”.

HC declines ruling on plea seeking no FIR for triple talaq

New Delhi
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THE SUPREME Court Thursday
reserveditsorderonapleaseek-
ingacourt-monitoredinvestiga-
tion into the Hathras case, but
observed orally that the
AllahabadHigh Court could su-
pervise thematter. Meanwhile,
senioradvocatesexpresseddis-
satisfactionwith the protection
provided by the Uttar Pradesh
government to the familyof the
19-year-old Dalit victim—who
diedafter allegedlybeing raped
and brutalised by four upper-
caste men in her village—and
sought thedeploymentof CRPF
troops instead.
The family’s lawyeralsosaid

thecaseshouldbetransferredto
a Delhi court once the probe is
complete.
SenioradvocateHarishSalve,

appearing for theUttar Pradesh
DirectorGeneralofPolice,made
it clear that the state has no ob-
jection to any security arrange-
ment thatwould be deemed fit
by thecourt.
“Whoever your Lordships

may feelwill protect the family,
courtmayorderbutitshouldbe
areflectiononthestate.Wehave
notopposedanything,”hetolda
benchheadedbyChief Justiceof
IndiaSABobde.
The bench, also comprising

Justices A S Bopanna and V
Ramasubramaian, was hearing
apleabyactivistSatyamaDubey,
andadvocatesVishalThakreand
Rudra Pratap Yadav, seeking a
probeintothecasebytheCBIor
a court-appointed SIT. The CBI

hasalreadytakenovertheinves-
tigation.
Salvewasrespondingtosub-

missions by senior advocate
IndiraJaising,who,appearingfor
a group of women lawyers, re-
quested the court to order pro-
tection for the family andwit-
nesses by the CRPF rather than
the police. The state cops had
hurriedlycrematedthevictimat
hervillagewithoutallowingthe
family tobepresent.
“It isthegovernmentagainst

whom they have a grievance...
they cannot be allowed to give
protection,” Jaising told the
bench.
The Uttar Pradesh govern-

ment hadWednesday told the
Supreme Court in an affidavit
thatathree-foldsecuritymech-
anism, including armed police
constabularypersonnel, CCTVs,
andguards,hadbeendevisedfor
the protection of the family of
the teen, who died at a Delhi
hospitalonSeptember29.
In the same affidavit, it had

alsourgedthecourttodirectthe
CBI to submit fortnightly status
reportsontheprobetothestate,
sothattheDGPcanfilethesame
in court. But on Thursday,
SolicitorGeneral TusharMehta,
appearing for the state govern-
ment, urged the court to “ig-
nore” theprayer.
Mehta also said the family

wantedtheSCtomonitorthein-
vestigation and added that the
statewas inagreementonthis.
“We need not...We are here

as the ultimate supervisory
body. Let the (Allahabad)HCdo
(monitor) it.We are here,” said
Chief JusticeBobde.

SOFIAHSAN
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER15

DECLININGTOstaythetheatrere-
leaseofGunjanSaxena:TheKargil
Girl, the Delhi High Court
Thursday said there is a view
abouttheexistenceofgenderbias
butcourtscannotgoaroundsay-
ing “you arewrong”. The court
was hearing a suit filed by the
Centreagainstthemovie—which
isalreadyavailableonanOTTplat-
form—forallegedlyportrayingthe
IndianAirForceasmisogynistic.
Adjourning the matter to

January18,thecourtsaiditwould
seethemoviebeforefurtherpro-
ceedings. When the Centre
pressedforastayonreleaseofthe
movieintheatres,thecourtsaidit
hasalreadybeenreleasedonline.
“Someof us didnothave the

time but everyone has seen it.
Whowill go to the theatre amid
Covid?”thecourtobserved.Italso
asked the counsel—including
Harish Salve, the counsel for
Dharma Productions—to ex-
changeviewsamongthemselves
andtrytosortouttheissue.
Observingthatperceptionsof

people and artists may vary,
JusticeRajiv Shakdher said, “You
mayormaynot agreewith that.
Theysaythereisgenderbiasinthe
organisation. Today it is the Air
Force, tomorrow it could be bu-
reaucracy… it could be our pro-

fessiontoo.Thereistalkofgender
bias in the courts…The judges
may ormaynot agree but it is a
view.Thecourtscannotgoaround
sayingthat ‘youarewrong’”.
Additional Solicitor General

Sanjay Jain submitted that the
Centrewas“extremelyproud”of
Flight LieutenantGunjanSaxena
(retd)anditisnoneof itsconcern
whenher personal life is shown
butonlythepartwhenherinter-
facewithIAFisshown.“They(pro-
ducers) donot get the artistic li-
cence to defame a living
organisation of national impor-
tance.We are not just any Tom,
DickandHarry.”
The court said the argument

cannotbethatyouagreewiththe
part that suits you anddisagree
with the part that does not suit
you. “There is a lot of storm in a
teacup.Youcanaddthedisclaimer
thatitdoesnotreflectthetruelife
storyofMs.GunjanSaxena,” ob-
servedthecourt.
“You (moviemakers) distort

ourimageinthenameofcreative
cinematic expression…Thisdis-
claimerisaneyewashandcannot
efface thedentcausedto the im-
ageof IndianAir Forceby show-
ing a large number of scenes in
which it is portrayed asmisogy-
nist,”saidJain.
In her reply to the court on

Wednesday, Saxena said she “at
theinstitutionallevel”didnotface
anygenderdiscrimination.

UPsaysnoobjectiononwhogiveskin
security,dropsrequest forCBIupdates

Hathras case: SC
reserves order on
court-monitored
investigation

HC turns down Centre’s
plea for stay on theatre
release of ‘Gunjan Saxena’

ABHISHEKSAHA
GUWAHATI,OCTOBER15

ASENIORpoliceofficerinAssam
was Thursday arrested in con-
nectionwith the leak of a ques-
tion paper in a police recruit-

mentexamination.KumarSanjit
Krishna,SP(ForeignersRegional
Registration Office) in Barpeta
district, is thebrother of Assam
chief secretary Kumar Sanjay
Krishna.TillSunday,hewasSPof
theborderdistrictofKarimganj.
Hisisthethirdhigh-profilear-

rest in thepaper leakcase—after
anotherformerseniorpoliceman
andanow-expelledBJPleader.
Theexamfor recruitment of

597 sub-inspectors—for which
more than 66,000 candidates
were toappear—wasscheduled
forSeptember20.

Senior Assam cop arrested in paper leak case

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER15

THE WIFE of poet and writer
Varavara Rao, arrested in the
ElgarParishad-KoregaonBhima
case,movedtheSupremeCourt
onThursdayseekingbailforhim,
claimingthathiscontinuedcus-

tody amounted to cruel and in-
humantreatment.
The petition, filed by

PendyalaHemalatha, urged the
court that during pendency of
thepetition, the81-year-oldac-
cusedbereleasedontemporary
medical bail and be allowed to
travel toHyderabad.
It sought immediate release

of Rao on the ground that “his
continued custody amounts to
cruel and inhuman treatment,
violating Article 21 of the
Constitution(lifeorpersonallib-
erty)and(is)violativeofhisdig-
nity incustody”.
The plea said that he has

lostabout18kgandissuffering
fromvarioushealth issues.

Varavara Rao wife moves bail plea in SC

PR.NO.234428 Human Resource Developement(20-21):D

Sd/-
(Dr. Shailesh Kumar Chourasia, )I.A.S

State Project Director

* – Unit denotes number of vocational trades in a school. Schools are located across 24 districts in Jharkhand.
Tradewise school list is attached asAnnexure 4.
Detailed invitation forEoI can be downloaded fromhttp://education.jharkhand.gov.inDownload
Last date of EoI submission: 05:00 pmhours ISTonor before 06/11/2020
EoI Issue Date : 15/10/2020
Last Date of EoI Submission: 06/11/2020

DDEETTAILED EXPRESSION OFAILED EXPRESSION OF INTERESTINTEREST FOR SHORFOR SHORTLISTING OFVTLISTING OFVOCAOCATIONALTIONAL
TRAINING PTRAINING PARARTNERS FOR IMPLEMENTATNERS FOR IMPLEMENTATION OFVTION OFVOCAOCATIONALIZATIONALIZATION OFTION OF

SCHOOLSCHOOLEDUCAEDUCATION UNDER SAMAGRATION UNDER SAMAGRA SHIKSHASHIKSHA IN JHARKHANDIN JHARKHAND
JJhhaarrkkhhaanndd EEdduuccaattiioonn PPrroject Council(JEPC)oject Council(JEPC)

JSCAJSCA Stadium Road, SectorStadium Road, Sector-3, Dhurwa, Ranchi-834004-3, Dhurwa, Ranchi-834004
Phone- 0651-2444501,2444502, Email – jepcranchi1@gmail.com/jepc.ve@gmail.comPhone- 0651-2444501,2444502, Email – jepcranchi1@gmail.com/jepc.ve@gmail.com

AAddvveerrttiisseemmeenntt NNoo.. –– JJEEPPCC//11665577 DDaatteedd:: 1155//1100//22002200
Ref. No.01, Dated: 15/10/2020

JEPC invites Expression of Interest from qualified entities in the field ofVOCATIONALEDUCATION
PROGRAMME IN GOVERNMENT SENIOR SECONDARY SCHOOLS for implementation of Vocational
Education by deployingmanpower and providing support in the following sectors and schools specified below:

S
No Trade Job Role

Units* in
60 new
Schools

Units in 22
Schools for Trade
Replacement

Units in 53
Existing Schools

Total No.
of Units

1 IT/ITeS Domestic Data Entry Operator 14 40 54
2 Media & Entertainment Texturing Artist 17 17

3 Tourism & Hospitality Food & Beverage Service
Trainee 12 4 16

4 Healthcare Home Health Aide 17 24 41

5 Electronics & Hardware Field Technician – Other
Home Appliances 32 22 54

6 Automotive Automotive Service
Technician L3 27 27

7 Apparels, Made ups &
Home Furnishing

Sewing Machine
Operator 7 7

8 Agriculture Solanaceous Crop
Cultivator 11 11

Total No. of units 120 22 85 227

New Delhi
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India’s first Oscar winner, creator of hit
Bollywood moments and costumes for 60 yrs
BENITAFERNANDO
&EKTAAMALIK
MUMBAI,NEWDELHI,
OCTOBER15

FROMTHEkhaddarsariswornby
RohiniHattangadyasKasturbain
Gandhi to Gracy Singh’s bright
red-and-orangebhandejdupatta
in Lagaan, Bhanu Athaiya gave
newmeaning to the purpose of
costumes.Usingresearchandde-
tail,shecapturedtherealIndiain
hercostumes,andneverusedor-
namentationandembellishment
as crutches. Her career spanned
60yearsandabout100films,and
shewasIndia’sfirstOscarwinner.
Athaiya passed away in the

early hours of Thursday in
Mumbai. She had been diag-
nosedwithmeningiomain2012
but had continued towork; her
last costumedesignwas for the
Marathi filmNagrik in2014.
Athaiyamade her debut in

1953, designing costumes for
Kamini Kaushal in Shahenshah
andAas. She followed it upwith
GuruDutt’sCID(1956),andwent
on to become a part of his core
team, doing Pyaasa in 1957,
ChaudhvinKaChand in1960,and

Sahib Biwi aur Ghulam in 1962.
Her other popular projects in-
cludeBrahmachari (1968),Guide
(1965),Agneepath(1990),Lagaan
(2001) and Swades (2004). For
some time, she was the only
womancostumedesigner inthe
industry.
Athaiya shared her 1982

OscarforGandhiwithJohnMollo.
The film’s director, Richard
Attenborough, described her as
“the revered doyenne of Indian
costume designers” in his fore-
word to hermemoir, The Art Of
CostumeDesign.

Recallingtheriot scene inthe
film, couturier Tarun Tahiliani
said:“Shehadadeepunderstand-
ing ofwhat Indiawas and that’s
whatshebroughttothescreen.To
beable to create avisionof India
through 100,000 people on the
setsofGandhi,that’sunparalleled.
Shewas the right blend of aes-
thetic and intellect.Wedon’t see
that anymore in Bollywood. For
Bhanuitwasallaboutthelittlede-
tailsaroundher.”
In2012,Athaiyareturnedher

Oscar to the custody of the
AcademyofMotion PictureArts

andSciences.Shewasapprehen-
sive of the award’s security in
India, considering the theft of
Rabindranath Tagore’s Nobel
Prizemedal fromShantiniketan
someyearspreviously.
Athaiya(néeRajopadhye)was

bornandraised inKolhapur.Her
fatherwasapainterandshewas
the third of seven children.
AthaiyacametoMumbaiin1945
andjoinedtheSirJJSchoolofArt.
She became the first, and only,
woman to be invited to join the
Bombay Progressives, andwas
partoftheirseminalexhibitionin
1953attheBombayArtSociety’s
SalononRampartRow.
Her artistic career, however,

was short-lived. She branched
out tomaking illustrations for
fashion magazines such as
Fashion & Beauty and Eve’s
Weekly. She soon quit art alto-
gether, andwas accused by her
peersof turning“commercial”.
Art historian Dr Zehra

Jumabhoy said, “As the only
woman in the (Bombay
Progressives)Group,sheishighly
significant. She left because she
neededtomakea living; itwasa
choicetogointofashionandthen
costumedesign, as thesewould

allowher to be financially inde-
pendent.Heraestheticstyledid-
n’thaveachance todevelop,but
ifyoulookatKrishenKhanna’sor
VSGaitonde’sworkinthe1950s,
youcanseethesimilaritiesBhanu
sharedwiththem.”
In many ways, Athaiya the

artist had just found a different
canvasforherdesigns.Shehadher
workshopinColaba,whichmoved
to Warden Road in the 1970s.
Someofthemostmemorablecos-
tumesinBollywoodwereherha-
ndiwork:Mumtaz’s poporange
sari in ‘Aaj kal tere mere
pyaar ke charche’ from
Brahmachari (1969), Vyj-
ayanthimala’s iconic costume in
Amrapali(1966),andmanyothers.
Athaiya is survived by her

daughterRadhikaGupta,whode-
scribeshermotheras“Godgifted”.
Athaiya’s ethnic knowledge and
researchwere tremendous, she
said,andrecalledhermothertrav-
elling toAjanta andEllora to re-
search Amrapali’s costumes. “I
grew up watching my mother
shoot off designs in literally 10
minutes. Iwasbornat7.30 in the
morning, and Ihear thatmymo-
therwasworkingonherlastske-
tchestillaquarterto4,”Guptasaid.

In TN, row over actor playing Murali in biopic

Delhi HC gives
NBSA 2 weeks
for decision on
complaints by
Rakul Preet

AthaiyawiththeGandhicrewat theOscars.Courtesy:Prinseps

ARUNJANARDHANAN
CHENNAI,OCTOBER15

THE RELEASE of the trailer of a
new Tamil film portraying the
life of Sri Lankan cricketer
Muttiah Muralitharan has
sparked a controversy in Tamil
Nadu,withfans,severalpolitical
leaders and many prominent
filmindustrypersonalitiesinthe
stateprotestingTamilactorVijay
Sethupathi’sdecisiontoplaythe
leadrole.
Thefirstposterandthetrailer

of the biopic, titled ‘800’, re-
leased on Tuesday, announcing
theprojectcelebratingthelifeof
oneof theworld’smostsuccess-
ful spinbowlersof all time.
Many in Tamil Nadu are,

however,irkedoverSethupathi’s
decision to enact the life of an
Indian-origin Tamil from Sri
Lanka’s Kandywhohad a ques-
tionable political stand during
the 26-year civil war involving
theLTTE.
Many in Tamil Nadu were

opposedtoMuralitharan’spolit-

ical stand during Lanka’s civil
war, as hewas seen as support-
ingthegovernment inColombo
—evenasaTamil celebritywho
either refused to or never both-
ered to acknowledge the strug-
glesofTamilsinnorthernpartof
Sri Lanka.
With Tamil nationalists

pointing out thatMuralitharan
wasclosetoGotabayaRajapaksa,
the country’swar-time defence
secretary,thecricketer’ssupport

toGotabayaduring the election
campaigns have irkedmany in
Tamil Nadu. At one point,
Muralitharan was even ru-
moured to be appointed gover-
norofNorthernProvince,where
amajoritypopulation isTamil.
While the filmmakers on

Thursday issued a statement in
thefaceofprotests,statingthatit
is“purelyasportsbiographyfilm
about the legendary cricketer”,
RajyaSabhaMPandMDMKgen-

eral secretaryVaikoallegedthat
Muralitharan has been “identi-
fied as a betrayer of the Tamil
race”byTamilsaroundtheworld
for supporting then Lankan
President Mahinda Rajapaksa
during thecivilwar.
PattaliMakkalKathifounder-

leaderSRamadosssaidthenews
on Sethupathi playing the role
was“shocking”.Theactor,hesta-
ted,shouldnotsupportahistory
of “betrayal”outof “ignorance”.
Naam Tamizhar Katchi

leader Seeman wondered
whetheramovieona“betrayer”
and a “stooge” of the Sinhalese
couldbescreenedinTamilNadu
and urged Sethupathi to disas-
sociatehimself fromthe film.
Prominent Tamil Nadu-

based director Cheran urged
Sethupathi to avoid the project.
In a statement, Cheran said it
was not worth the effort for
Sethupathitoact inafilmthat is
not bigger than his fans or the
suffering of Tamil people. He
stated that the collective Tamil
sentiment isagainst themovie.
Condemning Sethupathi’s

decision, lyricist Thamarai said
Muralitharan was being op-
posed because he had acted as
the “loudspeaker” of majority
SinhalesepoliticsandRajapaksa
in Sri Lanka, even as LTTE had
neverstoppedhimfromplaying
cricket forhis country.
Veteran Tamil filmmaker

Bharathirajaa said if Sethupathi
avoids the film hewould be re-
memberedwithgratitudebythe
Tamil people everywhere. “The
Tamilracewillneverforgivebe-
trayers,”PTIquotedhim.
Soon after the project was

announced on Tuesday,
#ShameonVijaySethupathi
started trending on Twitter on
Wednesday and Thursday. In
theirstatementonThursday,the
filmmakerssaid, “It cametoour
notice that our film 800...is be-
ing politicised inmanyways....
We, as producers, assure that
this filmwill not showcase any
scenes that would belittle the
struggles of Eelam Tamils in Sri
Lanka or hurt their sentiments
inanyway...”

WITHPTIINPUTS

Aposterof themovie800wasreleasedonTuesday

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER15

THESUPREMECourtonThursday
asked Republic TV to approach
the BombayHigh Court against
thesummonsissuedbyMumbai
Police in connectionwith the in-
vestigation into charges of TRP
fudging.Thecourtalsoexpressed
concernoverpolicecommission-
ers“givinginterviews”.
“Ithinkyourclient’sofficeisin

Worli.YoucangotoFloraFountain
andapproachBombayHighCourt
under Article 226,” Justice D Y
Chandrachud, heading a three-
judge bench also comprising
JusticesInduMalhotraandIndira
Banerjee, told Senior Advocate
Harish Salve,who appeared for
thechannel. “Weareonly saying

approachtheHCfirst,”saidJustice
Malhotra. “Wemusthavefaith in
our High Courts. Without the
interventionof theHC, it sendsa
badmessage... They have been
functioningthroughoutthepand-
emic,”observed JusticeChandra-
chud.JusticeChandrachudadded,
“Wearealsoconcernedthatasof
late, police commissioners have
thetendencyofgivinginterviews”.
Salveagreedtothecourt’ssug-

gestiontoapproachthehighcourt
andwithdrewthepetition.
“Like any other citizenwho

facesthepredicamentofaninves-
tigation under the Code of
CriminalProcedure1973,thepe-
titionerwillhavetotakerecourse
to the remedieswhich are avail-
ableundertheappropriateprovi-
sions of law.Hence, the petition
under Article 32 of the

Constitution is not entertained,”
thecourtsaidinitsorder.
Meanwhile,MumbaiPolice,in

an advance affidavit, termed the
plea“agrossabuseoftheprocess
oflaw”andsaidit“oughttobedis-
missedinliminewithexemplary
costs”. The affidavit said “any in-
vestigationintoanalleged crime
by the investigating agency can-
notbeurgedasagroundforviola-
tionofArticle19(1)(a)asissought
tobedonebythePetitioners”.
“Article19(l)(a)cannotbeinvo-

kedbythePetitionerstosidestep,
thwartandpreventanyinvestiga-
tion by the competent investi-
gatingagencyintoallegedfudging
of TRP ratings. The right under
Article 19(1)(a) is not a shield
which can be used against any
commission of crimeunder the
extantcriminallawoftheland.”

SUSHANTKULKARNI
PUNE,OCTOBER15

TWENTYSEVENpeople died in
threewesternMaharashtra dis-
tricts—Solapur,PuneandSangli—
asheavyraincausedbyadeepde-
pressionbatteredvariouspartsof
the state fromWednesdayafter-
noon,leadingtowidespreadflood-
ing.Over20,000peoplehadtobe
evacuatedinthesethreedistricts.
AspredictedbytheIMD,most

parts ofMaharashtra started re-
ceivingheavy rain fromWedne-
sdaybecauseofastronglow-pres-
sure system in Bay of Bengal,
whichintensifiedintoadeepde-
pressionasittraversedacrossthe
land,movingtowardsArabiansea.
While 14persons have been

killed in Solapur district, includ-
ing six in awall collapse in the
templetownofPandharpur, four

people died in Pune andnine in
Sanglidistrict,saidofficials.
Thewallcollapseincidentwas

reportedfromKumbharghatarea
on the banks of Bhima river in
PandharpuronWednesdayafter-
noon. Fourof thesixbelongedto
the same family. An inquiry has
beenlaunchedbythedistrictad-
ministrationintotheincident.
InDaund taluka of Punedis-

trict, four personswere swept
awaywhiletryingtocrossaswol-
len streamonWednesdaynight.
Police officers said the fourwere
tryingtocrossthestreamontwo
bikes. “Bodies of three persons
have been recovered,” said
InspectorSunilMahadik.
Policehave identified thede-

ceasedasShahaji Lokhande(52),
AppasahebDhaytonde (55) and
hiswifeKalavati (48). The fourth
person, Subhash Narayan
Lokhande (48) is still reported

missingandasearchisbeingcon-
ductedbypolice teamswith the
helpof localvillagers.
Onedeathhasbeenreported

fromHavelitalukainPunedistrict.
Asmany as 20,640 persons

wereevacuatedbyrespectivedis-
trict administrations and rescue
agencies from flooded areas in
Solapur,PuneandSangli.
InSolapurdistrict,whichwas

theworst-hit,17,000peoplewere
evacuated,andinPuneandSangli
districts,3,000and640people,re-
spectively, had to be shifted to
saferplaces,saidofficials.
ChiefMinisterUddhavThac-

kerayhasaskedthestateadmin-
istration,Army,NavyandAirForce
tobeonhighalert.Asperastate-
ment issuedby theChiefMinis-
ter’s Office, Thackeray reviewed
the situationand instructedoffi-
cialstobeonalerttoavoidanyloss
of life. —WITHENS,MUMBAI

TRP ‘FRAUD’CASE

SC asks Republic TV to move
HC against police summons

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER15

THE DELHI High Court on
Thursday gave twoweeks’ time
toNewsBroadcastingStandards
Authority (NBSA) for a decision
oncomplaintsfiledbyactorRakul
Preet Singh against news chan-
nels, which allegedly broadcast
“fake reports” about her role in
thedrugscasebeinginvestigated
bytheNCBinMumbaiagainstac-
torRheaChakrabortyandothers.
Thecounsel representing the

NBSA informed the court that
Singh’spetition
was treated as
represented, in
accordance
withtheHCor-
der, andheard
on October 3
and12. The 10
channelsagainst
which complai-
nts were made
andthecomplaintswereheardin
detail,thecourtwastold.However,
thecounselsoughtmoretimefor
passingoforderinthematter.
TheCentrealsotoldthecourt

thatastatusreporthasbeenfiled
by it. However, advocate Aman
Hingorani, representing Singh,
said that theywerenotsatisfied
withthereportastheCentrehad
outsourced the complaint to
NBSA,which does not have the
same powers as the govern-
ment.Hingorani sought time to
filea reply to thestatus report.
Seekinga freshstatus report

with regard to the NBSA order
withintwoweeks, thecourtad-
journed the matter for next
hearingonDecember11.
Singh had previously high-

lightedbeforethecourtinstances
of “fake reporting” about her in
connectionwith the drugs case.
She had alleged violation of her
reputation, dignity and privacy
and argued thatmultiple chan-
nelswereengagedinthefakere-
porting and that she cannot be
expectedtorunfromchannel to
channel toprotectherdignity.

RakulPreet

DEEPTIMANTIWARY
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER15

IN THEbackdropof the Sushant
SinghRajput case, theNarcotics
Control Bureau (NCB) on
Thursday issued a statement
claimingthatitsrecentoperations
had shown that Mumbai had
“emergedasamajordestination”
fordrugs. Itcitedmultipleopera-
tions,includingthearrestofafor-
mer peon of Balaji Telefilms, to
drivehomeitspoint.
TheNCBhasbeenprobingthe

drug angle in the death of the
Bollywood actor and is the only
agencywhichhasmademultiple
arrests, including thatof Rajput’s
friendRheaChakraborty.
Citingseizureof1kgcocaine,

2 kg phencyclidine and 29 kg
MDA among other drugs from
MumbaibetweenOctober12and
14 and the connection of some
otheroperationswiththecity,the
NCB—currently ledbyGujarat-
cadreIPSofficerRakeshAsthana,
whoisalsotheBSFchief—saidit
had“effectedmultiplepan-India
operations wherein Mumbai
emergedasmajordestination”.
Itsaidthat inaseparateoper-

ationwhere 56 kg hashishwas
seizedinJammu,itwasfoundthat
the key receiver of the consign-
mentwasfromMumbaiandwas
arrestedfromthecity.
“Metrocitiesof Indiaserveas

theprimedestinationforvarious
contrabands.NCBinsynchronised
operations atMumbai, and its
connectionswithrestofIndia,has
madevariousseizuresandarrests
whicharehavingramificationson
the narcotics supply chain,” the
agencysaidinastatement.
“NCB is conductingmassive

operations against drug traffick-
ers. In the pursuit of operations
against drug trafficking,NCBhas
beenconductingregularraidson
possiblehideoutsofdrugtraffick-
ers,after identifyingtheirmodus
operandiandwhereabouts...NCB

is committed to eradicate the
menaceofnarcotrafficking.”
In the Jammu case, theNCB

said, questioning of the accused
revealed that “theywerealso in-
volved inonecaseofMumbai, in
which 6 kg charas was seized
fromtheirotherassociates”.
In another operation by the

MumbaiNCBunitunderMumbai
zonaldirectorSameerWankhede,
theNCBsaid,ithadapprehended
onePradeepRajaramSahniwith
70 gmMephedrone in Andheri
West.“Pradeephaddisclosedthat
heusedtosupplyMephedroneto
various persons in the Andheri
andJuhuArea.Hewasemployed
aspeon/runnerwithBalaji Tele-
filmsPvt.Ltdthroughathirdparty.
Thefurtherdistributionnetwork
ofPradeepRajaramSahniisbeing
investigated,”theagencysaid.
It also cited the arrest of a

Nigeriannationalwith 4 gmco-
caine,claiminghe“issuspectedto
be delivering the contraband in
theareasofPaliHillArea,Bandra,
Andheri, JuhuandKharArea”.
AnofficialsaidtheNCBseized

1 kg cocaine and 2 kg PCP
(Phencyclidine) from one M
Ahmed inVasai, Palghar. During
questioning, Ahmed reportedly
revealedthatthecontrabandwas
providedbyoneSKSaurabh for
furtherselling.
The NCB team led by

WankhedeapprehendedSaurabh
onOctober13fromVasai,andhis
questioning reportedly resulted
in further recovery of 29.3 kg of
MDMA fromhis shop/godown
thenextday.
“Saurabhfurtherrevealedthat

the drugs belong to A Khaniv-
adekar and R Khanivadekar. A
Khanivadekar has been appre-
hended,”anofficial said. “During
questioning, he revealed thathis
brotherRKhanivadekarisaccused
in aDRI case of 483 kg of Ephe-
drineandisonbail.BeforetheDRI
raid, theyhadshifted thecontra-
band to the shop/godown of
Saurabh.”—WITHENSMUMBAI

NCB:Opsshow
Mumbaimajor
drugdestination

AbusmovesthroughthewaterloggedKarad-VitahighwayfollowingheavyrainThursday.PTI

Heavy rain lashes three western
Maharashtra districts, 27 dead
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SADAFMODAK
MUMBAI,OCTOBER15

THEMAHARASHTRAPrisonde-
partmenthasorderedaninternal
administrative inquiry into the
deathof a32-year-old convict in
NashikCentral JailonOctober7.
AsgharMasoodiissuspected

to have died by suicide with a
note wrapped in a plastic bag
found in his abdomen during
postmortem where he has
named five prison officials and
accused themofharassment.
MaharashtraAdditionalDGP

(PrisonandCorrectionalServices)
Sunil Ramanand said hehas di-
rectedSpecialInspectorGeneralof
Police(prisons),ChheringDorje,to
conducttheinquirytofindifthere
were any departmental lapses.
“Police areprobing intowhether
the incident amounts toa crimi-
nal offence, the inquiry is to look
intolapsesifanyonpartofthejail
staff,”anofficialsaid.Dorjevisited
the prison Thursday. An official
said,“Theprobewillalsolookinto
whether any complaints were
madebytheconvict(Masoodi)or
other inmatesagainst anyprison
official andwhether therewere

anylacunaeinhandlingthem.”
At least five co-inmates have

writtentovariousauthorities, in-
cluding the Chief Justice of the
BombayHighCourt,seekingthat
an FIR under Section 306 (abet-
menttosuicide)oftheIPCbereg-
isteredagainstthefiveprisonoffi-
cials named by Masoodi. The
letters, it is learnt, have claimed
thatoneof theofficialsnamedin
thenotewasinvolvedinillegalac-
tivities, including arranging cell-
phonesinprison,whichMansoori
hadcometoknowof. The letters
claimthathewasbeingharassed
with threats of a false case,was
keptinaseparatecellandwasre-
movedfromhisdutyasawarder
as“punishment”.
The inmates have also re-

quested that their statementsbe
recordedbeforeamagistrate.The
officialsaidthefiveprisonofficials
continuetoremainondutysofar.
Senior Police Inspector Suraj

BijlionThursdaysaidanFIRisyet
to be registered and statements
arebeingrecorded.AnAccidental
DeathRecordwasfiledbythepo-
lice onOctober 7.Masoodi,who
wasconvictedformurderin2007,
hadspentover13yearsinjailserv-
ingalifeimprisonment.

Convict’s death in
Nashik jail: State prison
dept orders inquiry

AISHWARYAMOHANTY
BHUBANESWAR,OCTOBER15

A SENIOR journalist employed
withregionalnewschannelOTV
wasonThursdaypickedupbythe
policeinOdisha’sKeonjhardistrict
overallegedinvolvementinacase
of obscenevideo thatwas circu-
latedonlinelastyear.
While OTV alleged that the

police specifically targeted the
journalist—RameshRath— for
doing a series of operations “ex-
posing” BJD government in the
state,policedeniedtheallegations
andsaidnoarrestwasmade.
Sadarpolicestationin-charge

JaiNarayanKhandaisaid:“Oneof
theaccusedwhowasarrested in
thecaseandwasservingjailterm
hadinformedusthatthejournal-
ist had somevideomaterial per-
taining to the case. Basedon the
statement,necessaryactionswere
initiated. No arrests have been
made yet.” The FIR in the case
names11peopleforallegedlycir-
culating on socialmedia an ob-
scenevideoonawomanMPfrom
BJD.Theywerelaterarrested.
Thechannelsaidthedevelop-

mentcomes“adayafterOTVtele-
cast anexposeonChiefMinister
NaveenPatnaik’sclaimsofanaer-

ial survey of flood-hit areas (in
August),whichwasbasedonan
RTI revelations.” It stated: “After
twohoursofpickinghimupfrom
themiddleof the road, a teamof
Keonjharpolice,alongwithateam
of Bhubaneswar Police Com-
missionerate,reachedtheOTVof-
ficealongwithRameshRathand
initiatedasearch.Theteamfailed
toprovideanysearchwarrant.”
Rathsaid:“Theydetainedme

foranoldcaseandseizedbothmy
phones.TheytookmetoChandra-
sekharpurpolicestationandgave
meanoticetobepresentatpolice
stationinKeonjharonOctober21.
Making allegations againstme
nowinacasethatisatleastayear
old, immediately adayafter cer-
tainreports,cannotbeamereco-
incidence.Nevertheless,Iwillco-
operatewiththeinvestigation.”
Majority shares in OTV is

ownedbyBJPnationalvice-pres-
identBaijayantPanda’sfamily.
In a series of tweets, Panda

stated,“Seriousallegationsbyac-
tivists(withRTIaccessedaviation
documents) that Odisha CM
NaveenPatnaik faked anAugust
31 helicopter aerial survey of
floodeddistricts.... Reporterwho
brokenews...arrested...”

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

Odisha TV journalist
picked up by police,
channel says ‘targeted’
for exposing govt claim

ABHISHEKSAHA
GUWAHATI,OCTOBER15

THENAGALANDgovernmenton
Thursday held a consultative
meetinginKohimawithseveral
social organisations, church or-
ganisations, civil society groups
and political parties to discuss
the Naga political issue and the
ongoingnegotiationsandpeace
talks between the government
of IndiaandNagaoutfits.
The resolution passed after

themeetingappealedtothene-
gotiating groups “to come to-
getherunderaspiritofoneness,
mutualtrustandunderstanding
withsincerityandcommitment
towards achieving one solution
for onepeople as early aspossi-
ble”.Severalpoliticalparties, in-
cluding the opposition Naga
People’sFront,theCongressand
JanataDal(United),stayedaway
fromthemeeting.

Nagaland govt
talks to social,
religious groups
over Naga issue

New Delhi



CORONAVIRUSDASHBOARD

ALONGWITHadropinthenumberof
new infections being detected, there
has also been a significant decline in
thecoronavirus-relateddeathsbeing
reportedinIndiaeveryday.Forthelast
12 days now, the number of deaths
haveremainedbelow1,000.
SinceAugust 25, barring a fewex-

ceptions,Indiahasbeenreportingmore
than1,000coronavirus-relateddeaths
every day. On several of these days,
India was the largest
contributor of such
deathstotheworldtally.
Butasthenumberof

new infections has
comedown in the last
month,sohasthenum-
ber of deaths. On
Wednesday,680coron-
avirus-related deaths
were reported from
across the country, the
lowest since July 27. For the last three
days,thistallyhasremainedbelow800.
The decline is not surprising, be-

causeitindeedislinkedtothenumber
ofpeoplegettinginfected.Thetrendin
deaths usually follow the trend in in-
fection numberswith a lag of about
twoweeks.It’salmostbeenfourweeks
since the decline in infections began,
while the death count has begun to
drop in the last twoweeks. Yet, sharp

dropinthedeathtallyonThursdayisa
bitsurprising,althoughwelcome.
Inthelasttwoweeks,about12,500

coronavirus-relateddeathshavebeen
reportedfromIndia.Inthetwo14-day
periods before that, this number had
exceeded 15,000. India has reported
the highest number of coronavirus-
related deaths in theworld after the
UnitedStatesandBrazil.
Meanwhile, Delhi has once again

begun to reportmore
than3,000newcases a
day.TheDelhinumbers
had remained below
3,000 for 12 days, but
crossed that figure on
Tuesday and
Wednesday.Butitisstill
tooearlytosaywhether
the declining trend in
Delhihasbeenreversed.
Onestatewherethe

declineincaseshasbeenthemostim-
pressive is Andhra Pradesh, the state
with the second highest caseload in
the country.Over amonth, thenum-
ber of cases has steadily comedown
fromalevelof10,000adaytolessthan
4,000now.OnWednesday,itrecorded
about 3,900 newcases, the first time
thisnumberhadgonebelow4,000on
anon-Mondaysince July20.

AMITABHSINHA

Death counts remain under
1,000 for 12 days in a row

CORONAVIRUS
COUNT
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UDITMISRA&NUSHAIBAIQBAL
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER15

THE INTERNATIONALMonetary Fund’s lat-
est updateon theWorldEconomicOutlook
releasedonWednesday.IntheIMF’sestima-
tion, in2020,growthof India’sgrossdomes-
ticproduct (GDP)willwitnessacontraction
ofover10%.Thismorethandoublesthelevel
of contraction— from 4.5%— that the IMF
hadprojectedforIndiajustafewmonthsago.
Butmorethanthesharpcontraction,what

hascaughteveryone’sattentionisthatin2020,
the per capita income of an average
Bangladeshi citizenwouldbemore than the
percapitaincomeofanaverageIndiancitizen.

Howdidthishappen?Isn’t Indiaoneof
theworld’sbiggesteconomies?
Typically, countries are comparedon the

basisofGDPgrowthrate,oronabsoluteGDP.
ForthemostpartsinceIndependence,on

boththesecounts, India’seconomyhasbeen
better than Bangladesh’s. This can be seen
from Charts 1 and 2 thatmap GDP growth
rates and absolute GDP— India’s economy
hasmostly been over 10 times the size of
Bangladesh, andgrownfastereveryyear.
However,percapitaincomealsoinvolves

anothervariable—theoverallpopulation—
andisarrivedatbydividingthetotalGDPby
the total population. As a result, there are
threereasonswhyIndia’spercapitaincome
has fallenbelowBangladesh thisyear.

■ThefirstthingtonoteisthatBangladesh’s
economyhasbeenclockingrapidGDPgrowth
ratessince2004.However,thispacedidnotal-
tertherelativepositionsofthetwoeconomies
between2004and2016because India grew
even faster thanBangladesh. But since 2017
onwards,asChart1shows,India’sgrowthrate
has decelerated sharplywhile Bangladesh’s
hasbecomeevenfaster.

■Secondly,overthesame15-yearperiod,
India’s population grew faster (around21%)
thanBangladesh’spopulation(justunder18%).
Thecombinedeffectof thesetwofactors

can be seen in how the per capita GDP gap
hadclosedconsiderablyevenbeforeCovid-
19hit(Chart3).Bangladesh’spercapitaGDP
wasmerelyhalf of India’s in2007—butthis
was just before the global financial crisis. It
was roughly 70% of India’s in 2014 and this
gapclosedrapidly in the last fewyears.

■Lastly, themost immediate factorwas
the relative impact of Covid-19 on the two
economies in2020.While India’sGDP is set
to reduce by 10%, Bangladesh’s is expected
togrowbyalmost4%. Inotherwords,while
Indiaisoneof theworstaffectedeconomies,
Bangladesh isoneof thebright spots.

Hasthiseverhappenedearlier?
Yes. In1991,when Indiawasundergoing

a severe crisis and grew by just above 1%,
Bangladesh’spercapitaGDPsurgedaheadof
India’s. Sincethen, Indiaagaintookthe lead.

IsIndiaexpectedtoregaintheleadagain?
Yes.TheIMF’sprojectionsshowthatIndia

islikelytogrowfasternextyearandinalllike-
lihood again surge ahead. But, given
Bangladesh’s lower population growth and
fastereconomicgrowth,IndiaandBangladesh

are likely tobeneckandneckfor the foresee-
ablefutureintermsofpercapitaincome.

HowhasBangladeshmanagedtogrow
sofastandsorobustly?
In the initial years of its independence

withPakistan,Bangladeshstruggledtogrow
fast. However, moving away from Pakistan
alsogavethecountryachancetostartafresh
on itseconomicandpolitical identity.
Assuch, its labourlawswerenotasstrin-

gent and its economy increasingly involved
womeninitslabourforce.Thiscanbeseenin
higherfemaleparticipationinthelabourforce
(Chart5).Akeydriverofgrowthwasthegar-
ment industrywherewomenworkers gave
Bangladeshtheedgetocornertheglobalex-
portmarkets fromwhichChinaretreated.
It also helps that the structure of

Bangladesh’s economy is such that itsGDP is
led by the industrial sector, followedby the
servicessector.Boththesesectorscreatea lot
of jobsandaremoreremunerativethanagri-
culture.India,ontheotherhand,hasstruggled
to boost its industrial sector andhas far too
manypeoplestilldependentonagriculture.
Beyond the economics, a big reason for

Bangladesh’sprogressivelyfastergrowthrate
isthat,especiallyoverthepasttwodecades,it
improvedonseveralsocialandpoliticalmet-
ricssuchashealth,sanitation,financialinclu-
sion,andwomen’spoliticalrepresentation.
For instance, despite a lowerproportion

of itspopulationhavingaccess tobasic san-
itation, themortality rate attributed to un-
safe water and sanitation in Bangladesh is
much lower than in India (Chart5).
On financial inclusion, according to the

WorldBank’sGlobalFindexdatabase,whilea
smallerproportionofitspopulationhasbank
accounts,theproportionofdormantbankac-
countsisquitesmallwhencomparedtoIndia.
Bangladesh is also far ahead of India in

thelatestgenderparityrankings.Thismeas-
uresdifferencesinthepoliticalandeconomic
opportunities aswell as the educational at-
tainmentandhealthofmenandwomen.Out
of154countriesmappedforit,Bangladeshis
in the top50while India languishesat112.
ThesametrendholdsfortheGlobalHunger

Index. TheGHI goes beyond treatinghunger
in termsof calorie intake. It looks at four fac-
tors:Undernourishment(whichreflectsinad-
equatefoodavailability),ChildWasting(which
reflectsacuteundernutrition),ChildStunting
(which reflects chronic undernutrition) and
ChildMortality (which reflects both inade-
quatenutritionandunhealthyenvironment).

Besidestheadvances ithasmade,what
challengesdoesBangladeshface?
The past 15 years have witnessed a

tremendous turnaround in Bangladesh’s
standing in theworld. Ithas leftPakistan far
behind and extricated itself from the tricky
initialyearstoestablishademocraticsystem.

But itsprogress is still iffy.
Forinstance,itslevelofpovertyisstillmuch

higherthanIndia’s(Chart4).Infact,according
totheWorldBank,“Povertyisexpectedtoin-
creasesubstantiallyintheshortterm,withthe
highest impact on daily and self-employed
workers in the non-agricultural sector and
salariedworkersinthemanufacturingsector.”
Moreover, it still trails India inbasic edu-

cationparametersandthatiswhatexplainsits
lowerrankintheHumanDevelopmentIndex.
ButBangladesh’sbiggestworry isnoton

the economic front, even though its loosely
regulatedgarment industry isknowntocut
corners on labour safety and the onerous
work conditions are beginning to have ad-
versehealth repercussions.
Thebiggerthreattoitsprospectsemerges

fromitseverydaypolitics.Theleadingpolit-
ical parties are routinely engaged in violent
oppressionofeachother. Itseverydaypublic
life is riddledwith corruption. In the 2019
editionofTransparencyInternational’srank-
ings, Bangladesh ranksa low146outof 198
countries(Indiaisat80thrank;alowerrank
isworse off). Add to this amassive surge of
radical Islam,which has resulted in several
bloggers being killed for speaking out un-
popularviews.
Thesedevelopmentshavetheabilitynot

justtoarrestBangladesh’sprogressivesocial
reforms that have empoweredwomen but
also toderail its economicmiracle.
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The Bangladesh comparison
SIMPLYPUTQUESTION&ANSWER

InIMF’slatestEconomicOutlook,BangladeshhasovertakenIndiainGDPpercapita.WhileBangladeshhas
indeedmadestrides, itssmallerpopulationhelpsliftthismetric.Whatelsematters,whatcanhappennow?
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UPS AND DOWNS IN TWO ECONOMIES
Chart 1:GDPGROWTHRATE (%) Chart2:GDP ($billion) Chart3:GDPPERCAPITA ($)

Source:WorldEconomicOutlookReport2020

Source:GlobalHunger report, InformalityandCOVID-19,WorldBank

%ofpopulation livingbelowthe international
poverty lineof $1.9/day

Source: InformalityandCOVID-19reportby
theWorldBank
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Bangladesh India
Inflation(%) 5.8 3.8
CurrentAccountBalanceas%ofGDP -2.4 0.7
NetFDIas%ofGDP 0.4 1.1
FiscalBalanceas%ofGDP -8.8 -12.4
Debtas%ofGDP 45.9 90.4
HDIRank 135 129
LifeExpectancy(inyears) 72.3 69.4
Femalelabourforceparticipation(%) 36 20.335
EaseofDoingBusinessRanking 168 63
EconomicFreedomranking 122 105
Proportionofadultswithbankaccounts(%) 50 80
Proportionofpopulationwithaccessto basicsanitation(%) 48.23 59.43
Mortalityrateattributedtounsafewater,unsafesanitation 11.9 18.6
andlackofhygienc(deathsper100,000population)
Genderparityranking 50 112
Globalhungerranking 75 94

Chart5:HOWTHEYCOMPAREONCURRENT INDICATORSChart4:PREVALENCE
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ABHISHEKSAHA
GUWAHATI,OCTOBER15

EARLIERTHISweek,authoritiesresponsible
fortheNationalRegisterofCitizens(NRC)in
Assam ordered the deletion of “ineligible”
namesthathaderroneouslymadeitintothe
preparedregister.

Whosenameswillbedeleted?
Ina letterdatedOctober13toallDeputy

Commissioners and District Registrars of
Citizen Registration, Hitesh Dev Sarma, the
NRCstate coordinator, said “somenamesof
ineligible persons” — persons “declared as
foreigners”(DF)byForeignersTribunals,per-
sonsmarked“DoubtfulVoters”(DV)byelec-
tion officials, or persons whose cases are
“pendingatForeignersTribunals”,andtheir
descendants—had foundentry in theNRC.
ForeignersTribunals(FTs)arequasi-judi-

cial bodies meant to give an opinion on
whetherapersonisan“illegalforeigner”un-
dertheprovisionsofTheForeignersAct,1946.
Theysendnoticestopeoplewhoarereferred
to it by Border Police or who have been
marked‘Dvoters’bythelocalelectionoffice.
According to a reply in Lok Sabha by the
HomeMinistry on December 10 last year,
only four persons have been deported to
Bangladesh till date, compared to 1,29,009
personswhohave beendeclared foreigners
bytheForeignersTribunals tilldate.
AspertherulesforpreparationoftheNRC,

persons falling in the categoriesmentioned
by Sarma cannot be included in the NRC.
SarmainstructedofficialsinchargeofNRCin
respectivedistrictsto“writespeakingorders
fordeletionofsuchnames…afterspecifically
ascertainingthe identityof theperson”.

But if these individualsweredeclared
‘foreigners’,howcouldtheyhavemade
it intotheNRC?
Oneexplanationbeingofferedisthatsuch

personsmayhave got their names included
using fraudulentdocuments or otherdeceit-
fulmeans. Another reasonofficials often cite
isthatthereisnosynchronisedreal-timedata-
base,which reflects the statusof a suspected
“foreigner” to theNRCofficials. Therefore, an
official on the groundmay actually have no
wayofknowingthataparticularapplicanthas
earlierbeendeclareda‘foreigner’byanFT.

Sohowmanynamescouldbedeleted?
Speaking to The Indian Express on

Wednesday, Sarma said no speculation on
numberswaspossibleat themoment. “Yes,
wehavestartedtheprocesstodeletenames
fromtheNRCof ‘declaredforeigners’, ‘doubt-
fulvoters’, thosewhohavecasespendingat
FTsandtheirdescendants.Listsofnamesare

still coming in from several districts and it
would not be fair to comment on the total
number of such erroneous inclusions into
the NRC right now. Let us get the complete
lists,”hesaid.
The state government hasmaintained

that a 10%-20% re-verification is necessary
togeta“correct”register.TheAssamgovern-
ment has reiterated that it sticks to its de-
mandof re-verification—20%inborderdis-
trictsand10%elsewhere—ofnamesincluded
inthefinalNRC.Ithascontinueditscriticism
oftheformerNRCcoordinatorPrateekHajela,
holding him responsible forwhat it calls an
erroneousNRCwith allegedlywrongful in-
clusionsandexclusions.
“Wewant a correct NRC... TheNRC just

completedisflawed.Wehaveappealedtothe
SupremeCourt that thepeopleofAssamwill
neveraccept thisNRC.Namesofmany illegal
foreigners are included in it. NRC should in-
cludenamesofonlygenuineIndiancitizens,”
AssamChiefMinister Sarbananda Sonowal
saidinDibrugarhearlierthismonth.Thegov-
ernment’s appeal seeking re-verification is
pendingintheSupremeCourt,Sonowalsaid.

SowheredoestheNRCstandnow?
TheNRCprocesshashit awall asof now

since the rejection orders to the 19 lakh ex-
cludedpersons—whichwill allow themto
appeal against the exclusion in Foreigners’
Tribunals—areyet tobe issued.
Officialshavecitedthepandemicaswell

as discrepancies in some rejection orders,
whichneed tobe re-checked, as reasons for
thedelay.Meanwhile,withouttherejection
order, theexcludedpersonsare ina limbo.
The Supreme Court, which had proac-

tivelysupervisedtheprocesssince2013,has
notheard thematter since January6.

Move to delete ‘ineligible’ names
from Assam NRC: who, and why

Officialscheckdocumentssubmitted
byNRCapplicants. Filephoto

GEORGEMATHEW&
SANDEEPSINGH
MUMBAI,NEWDELHI,OCTOBER15

WITHCOVID cases remaininghigh and cost
of hospitalisation rising, insurance regulator
IRDAIhasadvisedinsuranceplayerstochange
theirfocusfromhospitalisationtopreventive
care, especially home care and outpatient
treatment,andbringdownthecosts.
Whileinsurancecompanieshavestarted

offeringclaimsonCovid-relatedhomequar-
antine treatment since July, industry insid-
ers say such claims coming to insurance
companieshavenotpickedupsofardespite
a large number of people opting for home
quarantine. Expecting a rise in claims for
home quarantine treatment by end of
OctoberorNovember,sourcessaythatsince
home treatment is not cashless and reim-
bursements have to be filed by patients, it
willhitwitha lag.
On the slow takeoff of homequarantine

claims, Bhaskar Nerurkar, head of Health
claimsatBajajAllianzGeneralInsurancesaid
thatit isonaccountofseveralfactorsinclud-
ing lowawareness.
“There is a lack of awareness on this ac-

count asmany patients are not aware that
insurancecompaniesaretakingcareofhome
quarantinetreatmentstoo.Whileweareex-
pectingarise innumberof suchclaimslater
thismonthornextmonthbecausetheclaims
canbefiledinamonth’stime,inmanycases,
since the home quarantine cost are low at
aroundRs10,000-Rs20,000,many individ-
uals are not even going formaking claims,”

Nerurkar said.
IRDAI Chairman Subhash Khuntia said

theinsurancesectorhasfortoolongconcen-
tratedontertiarycareorhospitalisation,and
nowthereisaneedtofocusmoreonprimary
and secondary care, outpatient care, and
moveontohavepreventivecare.
“We should look at home care facilities.

Wedon’tneedhospitalisationifhometreat-
ment is possible. This costwill comedown.
Insurance companies, customers... every-
bodywill benefit.We have allowed video-
based consultation.We have also allowed
wellnessininsurancepolicies,”Khuntiasaid
atan industryconferenceonThursday.
KhuntiasaidIRDAIhasallowedwellness

andoutpatientwellnessandpreventivefea-
tures under a health insurance policy.
According to IRDAI, empanelled hospitals
andnetworkproviderscanofferhealthserv-
icessuchasoutpatientconsultationsortreat-
ments, pharmaceuticals, health check-
ups/diagnostics including discounts under

the health insurance policy. The regulator
said they can issue redeemable vouchers to
obtainhealthsupplementsandredeemable
vouchers formembership in yoga centres,
gymnasiums, sports clubs and fitness cen-
tres forparticipating in fitnessactivities.
Industryparticipantssaythat inthecase

ofhometreatmentforCovid,theywouldre-
imbursecostssuchastele-consultationwith
the doctor, nursing care cost, purchase of
monitoringdevice,PPEkitcostanddiagnos-
ticcostamongothers.Thepolicycovershos-
pitalisation expenses or home care treat-
ment expenses after an insured is found to
becoronaviruspositive.
Insurers say that while the number of

claimsinAugustwas inafewhundreds, they
jumped60-70percentinSeptemberforhome
quarantine treatment. “We are expecting a
jumpinthenextmonth,”saidaseniorofficial
withanotherinsurancefirm.Infact, incaseof
in-patient treatment too insurers are saying
thatwhile claimspeaked inmid-September,
thedaily claim figureshave fallenby around
30percentinthefirsthalfofOctober.
Khuntia saidmedical inflation is high at

14 per cent and costs are still rising. On the
otherhand,retail inflationwas7.34percent
in September. A Covid patient recently
shelled out Rs 1.6 lakh for a 12-hour treat-
mentinaMumbaihospital.Whilethehealth
insurancesegmentisjust0.27percentofthe
GDP, it is estimated that70crorepeopleare
yet toavail of ahealthpolicy.
AsIRDAIregulationsonoutpatienttreat-

ment and diagnostics came only this year,
someinsurersareyet tooffer these facilities
in theirpolicies.

In new Covid scenario, why focus
of insurers is turning to home care

Inuranceclaimsforhomequarantine
expectedtopickupsoon. Filephoto
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II,, Gaurav Jain S/oSh. Kamal
Kishore JainR/oRZ-26P/141,
Gali No. 42, IndraPark Extn.,
Palam,NewDelhi-45 declare
thatMyFatherName
K.Kishore, Kamal Kishore&
Kamal Kishore Jain, all the
namepertains tooneand
sameperson Mymother name
Salochna Jain&Sulochna Jain
both thenamepertains to one
andsameperson

0040551470-1

II,, GaganKhurana r/oA-4X,
SainikNagar, UttamNagar,
Delhi-110059declare that name
ofmy father hasbeenwrongly
writtenasDharamPal Khurana
in somedocuments. Theactual
nameofmy father isDharmPal
Khurana. 0040551473-1

II,, Balbir Saini S/oGopal Saini R/o
WardNumber -8,Mahadev
Market ,Urmar ,Hoshiarpur
,Punjab 144204 ,have changed
mynameandshall hereafter
beKnownAsRaghbir Singh.

0070717088-1

II,, BachanLal S/oMani Ram R/o
Bani Lodhi ,Sunderchak, Tehsil
– Pathankot , Gurdaspur
,Punjab -145025have changed
mynameandshall hereafter
beKnownAsSonuPatkalia.

0070717089-1

II,, AlkaW/oRajanKumarKataria
R/o-3/72, OldRajinderNagar,
N.Delhi-60, have changedmy
name toAlkaKataria after
marriage. 0040551515-6

II,, AMITKUMAR, S/OSATYENDRA
SINGH,R/o-RC-589, FIRST-
FLOOR,VANDANA-
ENCLAVE,KHORA-COLONY,
GHAZIABAD,U.P.201001,
changedmyname toAMIT
KUMARSINGH. 0040551515-3

II Sohit Naidu sonofA
Ramanjineyulu resident of B-
18,WACSNCOs’Mess, Subroto
Park, NewDelhi-10 have
changedmyname fromSohit
Naidu toAvula Sohit vide
affidavit dated 22Aug 2020.

0050170336-1

II SharvanMauryaS/o-Mangal
PrasadMauryR/o-C-1/28,
SharmaColony,Budh
Vihar,Phase-II, Delhi-110086
have changedmyname to
SharvanKumarMaury for all
futurepurposes.

0040551481-1

II RaghuDevgunnaval Devgun
S/o-Naval DevgunR/o-D-26,
PrashantVihar,Delhi-110085
have changedmyname to
TusharDevgun for all
purpose.That Raghu
Devgunnaval Devgun&Tushar
Devgun is theoneandsame
person. 0040551478-1

IIManoj Kumar, S/o LateUmesh
PrasadBhagat residingatN-
660, Sector-8, R. K. Puram,New
Delhi-110022 have changed the
nameofmyminor son
HARSHDEEPaged13 years and
he shall hereafter be knownas
HARSHDEEP JAISWAL.

0040551501-1

II HarishKumar S/oSh. Chuni Lal
R/oWZ-1845-A, Rani Bagh,
Shakur Basti, Delhi-110034
have changedmyminor son’s
name fromMohit toMohit
Arora (DOB04.07.2003)with
immediate effect, for all future
purposes.

0040551488-1

II HEMLATA,W/oShri Hemant
Kumar, presently R/o 10/223,
Block -10, Dakshinpuri, Dr.
AmbedkarNagar, Pushpa
Bhawan,NewDelhi-110062
previously calledSHELADEVI,
andPreviousaddressC-257,
NANAKCHANDBASTI, KOTLA
MUBARKPUR, LODHI ROAD,
NEWDELHI 110003 at all times
hereafter to designate and
addressme,myhusband,my
children, and remitter issueby
suchassumedname/surname
ofHEMLATA.NOWIHAVE
CHANGEDMYNAMEAS
HEMLATAFORALL FUTURE
PURPOSES. 0040551428-1

II Avnish SharmaS/o-RamKaran
SharmaR/o-A-595, Shastri
Nagar, Delhi-110052 have
changed thenameofmyminor
daughter fromSuhani Sharma
toDevaanshii Sharma for all
purpose 0040551476-1

II,, FizaManzoor D/oManzoor
AhmadBhatR/oTral-I-Payeen
Tral, Pulwama, Tral, Jammu
AndKashmir-192123. have
changedmynameandshall
hereafter beKnownAsNoor
Bhat. 0070717078-1

IItt is forGeneral information
that I,Harsh Indora,S/oDeep
Kumar&ManjuwasAdopted
byKuldeepKumar,S/oKhairati
Lal&Shashi,R/o-2013,Basti
Julahan,Idgah-Road,Sadar-
BazarGPONorth,Delhi-
110006.Vide Sub-Registrar
DeedNo.755dated-23/03/2009
now I hereafter be knownas
Harsh Indora,S/oKuldeep
Kumar&Shashi&Manjuwas
AdoptedbyKuldeepKumar,S/o
Khairati Lal&Shashi R/o-
2013,Basti Julahan,Idgah
Road,Sadar BazarGPO
North,Delhi-110006.

0040551492-10

II,,VViikkaass KumarAliasVikas
Tyagi,S/OKirti RamTyagi,R/O
49,P&TQuarter,Atul Grove
Road,Delhi-110001,have
changedmyname toVikas
KumarTyagi. 0040551513-2

I, Inderjeet KaurW/oGurcharan
SinghGill R/oHNo-1515A,
Gali.No-13, Govindpuri,
Kalkaji,NewDelhi-110019, have
changedmynameafter
marriage to Inderjeet KaurGill.

0040551353-3

II,,VViijjaayy LakshmiKataria,w/o
VijayKumarKataria, R/oB-
3/87C, UGF, Janakpuri, Delhi-
110058, have changedmyname
toVIJAYLAKSHMI.

0040551472-1

II,,VViijjaayyKamti s/oNageshwar
Mehto, R/oW65/194, F-Block,
IndiraCampNo.3, VikasPuri,
NewDelhi-110018have
changedmyname toVijay
Mehto, permanently

0040551494-2

II,,TTAANNVVEEEENNBINDRA,D/O
JATINDERSINGHBINDRA, R/O
HNO.2/6, ROOPNAGAR,DELHI-
110007. HAVECHANGEDMY
NAMETOTANVEENKAUR
BINDRA. 0040551528-2

II,,SShhiibboooo Tamag,S/oTekBahadur
TamangR/o-C-965,Third-
Floor,Arjun-Nagar,Kotla-
Mubarakpur, N.Delhi-
110003,informed thatmy
father’s namewrongly-
mentionedRaju Tamang inmy
10th&12th-certificate but
father’s correct-name is Tek
Bahdur Tamang.

0040551513-6

II,,RRiiddhhii Suri,W/oMr.Karan
Suri,R/o T-11/6,DLFPhase-
3,Gurugram,Haryana-
122002,have changedmy
name,fromRidhi Suri to
Ridhiiee Suuri,for all future
purposes. 0040551492-5

II,,RRaajj Verma,S/oHoshiyar Singh
Atri,R/o-Gali.No.14, Near-
GulshanTent
House,Wazirabad-
Village,Burari,North/Delhi,Del
hi-110084,have changemy
nameRajAtri,for all purpose in
future. 0040551492-8

II,,RRaaddhhiikkaaAroraD/oSmt.Neetu
Arora, R/oB-208, SecondFloor,
NewMoti Nagar, NewDelhi-
110015have changedmyname
toDrishteeArora, permanently

0040551494-1

II,,RRAAJJEENNDDRRAANNNAIR,S/O
BHASKARANELAYIDOM R/O-
616-DGULMOHAR
GREENS,MOHAN-NAGAR
,GHAZIABAD,UP-201007,HAVE
changedmyname to
RAJENDRANNAIRM.B.

0040551492-1

II,,PPrriiyyaannkkaaD/oShri.Ramesh
Chand,SpouseOf Shri Vipin
Chand,R/o 1449/1-D-3,Gali.No-
10,ShivMarg,Durgapuri,
Shahdara,Delhi-110093,have
changedmyname,from
Priyanka toPriyankaChand,for
all futurepurposes.

0040551492-2

II,,PPrraaddeeeeppKumarBhatnagar S/o
NarendraNarainBhatnagar
R/o F-5,5, street no.28,Madhu
Vihar,Delhi-92 havechanged
myson’s name fromShivansh
Bhaynagar to Shivansh
Bhatnagar for all purposes.

0040551474-1

II,,PPAANNKKAAJJ UPADHYAY,S/O
RAMESHCHANDERUPADHYAY,
ADD:-FLAT.NO:116,MAPLEAPT,
B-46&47, LANE
NO:19,RAJAPURI, UTTAM-
NAGAR, DWARKA,DELHI-
110059.Changedmyname to
PANKAJUPADHYAYA,
permanently. 0040551492-7

II,,NNoo..1155771111223344KK,,RRaannkk--HHAAVV
SandeepSingh,S/o-Gulab
Singh,R/o-150/16,VRCShankar-
Vihar,NewDelhi-110010,have
changed thenameofmyminor
son,fromShivamSingh to
Shivam,for all futurepurposes.

0040551526-4

II,,NNiittii Panesar,W/oSh.Rahul
Ranjan,R/o-H.No.390-
B,Ground-Floor,Chand-
Nagar,Tilak-Nagar,NewDelhi-
110018,that I,have changed the
nameofmyminor
daughter(agedabout-3-
years),fromTanairaRanjan to
TanairaPanesar,for all,future
purposes. 0040551522-2

II,,NNaaggiinnaaGhai aliasNagina
Arora,W/oMr.Nikkhhil
Arora,R/oT-7/21,DLFPhase-
3,Gurugram,Haryana-
122002,have changedmyname
toNegenaArora,for all,future
purposes. 0040551492-6

II,,LLiiaabbaaAli,wife ofMd.Arish
Ali,Residenceof,E/12/10hauz
rani,Malviya-Nagar,NewDelhi-
110017,Have changedmyname
deepika to LiabaAli,future all
purpose. 0040551522-4

II,,LLaall ChandS/oBharat Singh
JainR/oG-21/330-331, Sector-
7,Rohini Delhi-85 have changed
myname to Lalchand Jain.

0040551492-3

II,,KKaarraann Suri,R/o T-11/6,DLF
Phase-3, Gurugram,Haryana-
122002,have changedmyminor
daughter’s name,fromAaliya
Suri toAlyaSuuri,for all future
purposes. 0040551492-4

II,,KKaappaatteell Bhavinkumar
Bharatbhai,S/oBharatbhai
Jethabhai Kapatel,H.No.313,
Tower-O,PiyushHeights,
Sector-89,Kheri
Kalan,Faridabad(Haryana)-
121002,have changedmyname
to Bhavinbhai Bharatbhai
Kapatel. 0040551526-3

II,,KKOOMMAALL SAWHNEY,W/OPUNEET
ANAND,. R/o.Flat.No.1112,
Tower-3,J.M-Park
Sapphire,RamprasthaGreens,
Sector-9,Vaishali,
Ghaziabad,U.P-201010,
changedmyname toKOMAL
ANAND. 0040551522-1

II,, RajeevKumar,S/oKameshwar
PrasadR/o-Mohalla Satpura
Qila,Muzaffarpur Bihar-
842002,have changedmyminor
sonname,fromRounak(Aged-
14Years) toVaibhavSinha,for
all purposes.Rounakand
VaibhavSinha is one& the
sameperson. 0040551522-3

II,,JJaaggvvaannttiiW/o.Ayodhya
Prasad,R/o.C-4/12,Ground
Floor, Keshavpuram,Delhi-
110035,declared thatmy
name,iswronglywritten,inmy
son’s,VivekKumar,birth
certificate, as Jagvanti,but
actual name,is PONAM
JAGVANTI,andPONAM,is
one,and sameperson.Further,I
maybeknownas,PONAM.

0040551475-1

II,,IIsshhaaD/OVikasKumarTyagi
R/O49, P&TQuarter, Atul Grove
Road, Delhi-110001, have
changedmyname to Isha
Tyagi. 0040551513-1

II,,AAddiittyyaa S/o krishangopalAdd-
1617-A/1, Gali.no.03, Shahdara,
Delhi-110032, changedmy
name to AdityaMathur.

0040551526-1

II,, YOGESHKUMARGARG, S/O
DARSHANLAL, R/o-IG-2,
ADITYA-MEGACITY, VAIBHAV-
KHAND, INDIRAPURAM,
GHAZIABAD,U.P.201014,
changedmyname toYOGESH
KUMAR 0040551515-2

II,, VinodKumar S/oSumesarR/o
C-256/B, NewAshokNagar,
Delhi-110096, Inform that in
somedocumentsmeandmy
daughter’s namewrongly
writtenasVinodandPinki. In
future I andmydaughter shall
hereafter be knownasVinod
KumarandPinki Kumari
respectively. 0040551437-1

II,, TinkuGoel,S/o Shri Deepak
Goel R/OH.NO-11/202, Trilok
Puri Delhi-110091, have
changedmyname toMohit
Goel for all futurepurposes.

0040551515-1

II,, TarndeepSinghS/oRajinder
SinghR/oSaraba, Ludhiana,
Sarabha, Punjab-141105. have
changedmynameandshall
hereafter beKnownAs
TarandeepSingh.

0070717071-1

II,, TALVINDERKAURW/O-
INDERJEETSINGHGOGIAR/O-B-
501 JHULE LALAPARTMENT
(H.I.G) FLATSPITAMPURA
DELHI-110034CHANGEDMY
NAMETOTALVINDERKAUR
GOGIA FORALL FUTURE
PURPOSES. 0070717098-1

II,, Sushil Nagar S/oRajendra
SinghR/o.H.No-A-68, Alpha-
1,GreaterNoida,Distt.-G.B.
Nagar(U.P.), have changedmy
name toSushil Kumar,for all
purposes. 0040551475-2

II,, PritishKumarPal S/oSantosh
KumarPal R/o-H.No.580,
Street.No-12, Block-EE, Swami
Sardanand-Colony, Bhalswa
DiaryDelhi-110042,Inform that
namePritishKumar andPritish
KumarPal,sameandone
person 0040551490-1

II,, PradeepKumar, S/OM.S.Rana
R/O-E-85, Flat.no.10,Jawahar-
Park,KhanPur,Deoli Road,
SouthDelhi, N.D.-110062,HAVE
CHANGEDMYNAMETO
PradeepSingh,FORALL
PURPOSES. 0040551528-4

II,, PappuSinghS/oChandan
SinghR/o 237, Rebari V
KumharoKaVasKhejadiyoMe
Dhansa, Jalor, Dhansa
Rajasthan-343023. have
changedmynameandshall
hereafter beKnownAsRudra
PratapSingh. 0070717094-1

II,, NawabSingh,R/O-E-85,
Flat.no.10, Jawahar Park,
KhanPur, Deoli-Road, South-
Delhi, N.D-110062, HAVE
CHANGEDMYNAMETO
M.S.Rana, FORALLPURPOSES.

0040551528-5

II,, NatashaD/oSushil Kumar
R/o.H.No.A-68, Alpha-1, Greater
Noida, Distt.-G.B. Nagar(U.P.),
have changedmyname to
NatashaNagar,for all
purposes. 0040551475-4

II,, NarenderKumarRathore,S/o-
Hira SinghRathore,R/o-
141/B,1st-Floor,BLK-E, Shastri-
Nagar,Delhi-110052.have
changedmyname from
NarenderKumar toNarender
KumarRathore for,all
purposes. 0040551522-6

II,, KishorKumar SinghS/oShree
ChandraShekhar SinghR/oD-
104 TowerDAjnara Le
Garden,Noida ExtensionU.P
inform thatKishorKumar
SinghandKishoreKumar Singh
is sameandoneperson

0040551429-1

II,, JagaramS/oVaktaramR/o
290, BeraNimbadia Tehsil-
Desuri,Wandar, Pali
Rajasthan-306502. have
changedmynameandshall
hereafter beKnownAs Jagdish
VSolanki. 0070717069-1

II,, Guddi W/OPrakashR/OF-
64/5, SumanColony,
Chhattarpur Extension, New
Delhi-110074 inmysome
documentmynamewrongly
mentionedasGuddi butmy
correct andactual name is
Neha for all purposes.

0040551426-1

II,, IshtiyaqAhmedS/oNashir
Amed,R/o-1655-E/15,
Govindpuri, kalkaji,NewDelhi-
110019,declare thatmy
daughter’s name,wrongly
writtenas,Irum in school
records&mywife’s
name,wronglywrittenas,Asifa
Ishtiyaq, butmydaughter’s
correct name,is Iram&my
wife’s correct name,is Asifa.

0040551475-7

II,, RavinderSinghPalni S/oSher
SinghPalni R/o346C
IndirapuramShipraSunCity
GhaziabadUttarPradesh-
201014. havechanged the
nameofmyminordaughter
PratyakshaParul agedabout 16
Yearsandsheshall hereafter
beknownasPratyakshaPalni.

0070717075-1

II,, Surabjit KourW/oKamaljit
SinghR/oVillageBadial, PO-
Salempur, Hoshiarpur, Punjab-
146111, have changedmyname
toSarbjit Kaur 0070717096-1

II,, VikasKumar Tyagi,R/O49,P&T
Quarter,Atul GroveRoad, Delhi-
110001,is changingnameof
minor child fromAayush to
AayushTyagi. 0040551513-3

II,, SureshPoddar S/oRamAvtar
R/o-K-13/1, KrishnaPark-Extn,
Street-13, Ground-Floor,
N.Delhi-18 have changedmy
name toSureshKumar.

0040551515-9

II,, SumanW/oSushil Kumar
R/o.H.No.A-68, Alpha-1,Greater
Noida, Distt.-G.B. Nagar(U.P.),
have changedmyname to
SumanNagar,for all purposes.

0040551475-3

II,, SumanW/oSudheerKumar
Yadav, R/o-GH-2, Hall-6,IIT-
Kanpur, KanpurNagar, U.P.-
208016,have changedmyname
fromSuman toSumanYadav
permanently. 0040551475-8

II,, Sonwati D/oMukeshKumar
R/o 609/31,Gali No.2, School
BlockMandawali IndiraColony
ShakarPurBaramadEastDelhi
Shakar PurBaramadEast
Delhi-110092. have changedmy
nameandshall hereafter be
KnownAsAisha. 0070717072-1

II,, Shashi SharmaW/o-Raghu
NandanSharmaR/o,RZ-322-
23,Gali.no.-8,MadanPuri,West
Sagarpur,ND-110046,have
changedmyname toShashi
Bala for,all purposes.

0040551513-7

II,, SawanKumar S/oBanney Lal
R/o-Plot.No.31CRoadNo.4MBD
School ShyamVihar Phase-1,
DindarpurDelhi-110043,
changedmyname toSawan
KumarKhatri. 0040551515-5

II,, SanjaySinghS/oSh. Gulab
SinghR/oRz-26P/91, Gali
No.39/7, IndraPark Extn.,
Palam,NewDelhi-45 declare
That bothnameSanjay Singh
Gosain&SanjaySinghpertains
to oneand the sameperson.

0040551467-1

II,, Safial Hoquealias Shafiul
Haquealias Shafiqul alias
Shafuqul,S/o-Abdur
Rohman,R/o-B-177,Sunder-
Nursery, Hazrat-
Nizamuddin,New-Delhi-
110013.have changedmyname
toSafiul Hoque for,all
purposes. 0040551522-5

II,, Sabir KhanR/o-108,3rd-Floor,
Village-HauzRani, NewDelhi-
110017, haveChangedmy
minorDaughter name,from
Zenab toZenabkhan,for all
Purposes 0040551475-5

II,, SIMRANJIT SINGHS/O-SATBIR
SINGHADD-6/45A, VIJAYNAGAR
DOUBLESTOREYG.T.B-
NAGAR,WESTDELHI-
110009.CHANGEDMYNAME to
SIMRANJEETSINGH,
permanently. 0040551526-2

II,, SHREYAPRIYADARSHNI, D/O
ASHUTOSHKUMAR,ADDRESS-
D-104, RAMAN-VIHAR
APPTS,SECTOR-11, PLOT.NO.5A,
DWARKA,NEWDELHI-110075,
changedmyname toSHREYA
PRIYADARSHINI.

0040551513-5

II,, SAURABHCHADHAS/O
PARDEEPCHADHAR/O65,
SANDESH-VIHAR,2ND-
FLOOR,PITAMPURA,DELHI-
110034.CHANGEDMYMINOR
DAUGHTERNAMESAESHA
CHADHATOAESSHACHADHA.

0040551528-1

II,, RiteshKumarPandeyS/oRaj
KumarPandeyR/o-B-221,Prem
Vihar, KhodaColony,
Ghaziabad,U.P., have changed
myname toRajratanPandey.

0040551475-6

II,, ReetuPoddarW/oSuresh
KumarR/oK-13/1, Krishna
Park-Extn., Street-13, Ground-
Floor, N.Delhi-18 have changed
myname toReetu.

0040551515-8

II,,Mansi W/oSh. Bhupesh
ChawlaR/oWZ-112/2, Sant
GarhGali No.16,MBSNagar,
NearNamdhari Gurudwara
TilakNagar, NewDelhi-18 have
changedmyname from Mansi
Bhambri toMansi after
marriage for all purposes.

0040551510-1

II,, Rashmi alias RashmiRani D/o
Jagat SinghR/oD-330, Street
No-13 ,HarshVihar ,Mandoli
Saboli ,North East , Delhi -
110093 have changedmyname
andshall hereafter be known
asDisha. 0070717083-1

II,, RamAvtarGaur,S/OSubedar
R/O207A,KH.NO-34/15, C-Block
Agar-Nagar Prem-Nagar-3,
Delhi-110086, have changedmy
name toRamAvtar.

0040551513-4

II,, Rajni Bala,w/oPreet
Tokas,Resident of 138-B2/2,Dr.
KapoorWali Gali,Munirka
Village,NewDelhi-110067,have
changedmyname toRajni
permanently. 0040551515-10

II,, RahulMalhotra S/oPawan
KumarMalhotraR/o F-3/100,
Second-Floor Sector-16,Rohini
Delhi-110089have changedmy
name toRahul Rachit
Malhotra. 0040551515-4

II,, RajanKumar@RajanKataria
S/o, LateRamChandR/o-3/72,
OldRajinderNagar, N.Delhi-60,
have changedmyname to
RajanKumarKataria,
permanently. 0040551515-7

PPEERRSSOONNAALL
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PUBLIC NOTICE
I Kiranbala Sehgal, W/O Late Sh,
Bhushan Sehgal, R/O 1/9155, West
Rohtash Nagar Opp. Dr. Bhalla
Shahdara Delhi-110032 declare that
I have no relation with my son and
his family Rajeev Sehgal who got
married to Reena Sehgal and their
sons Kartik Sehgal and Ansh Sehgal
all Residents of GA 161 Niladri Vihar,
Near Utkal Medical Institute of
Science, Bhubaneswar, Odisha. I
have disowned and Debarred them
all from my movable and immovable
properties and assets belong to me
thereafter my action taken bt them
(legal as well as governmental) shall
only be attributable to them and will
not be binding on me.

AMIT KAUSHIK (ADVOCATE)
J-11 LGF, LAJPAT NAGAR-3,

NEW DELHI-110024,
MOBILE NO. 9999690048

Be it known to all concerns that
my client Sh. Shanker Kumar Gupta

S/o Late Ram Saroop R/o H-004,
Mayurdhwaj Apartments, I.P.
Extension, Delhi-92 has completely
severed his relations with his son
namely Nitin Gupta and his wife
Sarika Gupta alias Naina as they are

out of control of my client. My client
has also disowned and debarred them
from all his movable and immovable
properties. My client shall not be
responsible for any act of Nitin Gupta
and his wife Sarika Gupta alias Naina

in future in any manner and if anybody
deals with them, he/she will do on his
own risk and responsibility.

RISHABH BANSAL (Advocate)
(Erol.No.D/5464/2019) Ch.No.418,

Patiala House Court, New Delhi-110001

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
My client Smt. Prakash Vati W/o Late
Deen Dayal R/o H.No: 3802/13, Block-B,
Gali No:103, Near Apex Road, Sant
Nagar, Burari, Delhi, has executed a
registered Will dated 14.09.2020 in
respect of property i.e. Entire Built Up
Property No. 3802/13, with roof/terrace
rights, area 25 Sq. Yds, out of Khasra No.
117/26, situated in Village Burari, abadi
know as Gali No.103, B-Block, Sant Nagar,
Delhi. If anyone has any objection, he /she
may raise the objection within 7 days of this
publication, later on, any such objection
shall not be entertained in any manner.

Sd/-
PAWAN KRIPA SHANKER BHARGAV

(ADVOCATE)
Chamber No.1418,

Rohini Courts, Delhi

PUBLIC NOTICE
This is to inform that my clients Kallu Khan S/o
Sh. Usman Khan and Mst. Shabab Bano W/o
Sh. Kallu Khan, Both R/o H.No. 540, Gali No. 9,
A-Block Part - I, Mukundpur, Pehlad Pur, Delhi -
110042 have severe all their relations from their
elder son namely Kasim Khan and daughter-in-
law Sawa Khanam. The elder son Kasim Khan
of my clients was beyond their control and
supervision and elder son and daughter-in-law
my client regular quarreled abused with my
client, so my clients have severe all relations
with them and disowns Kasim khan and his wife
Sawa Khanam from their inheritance absolutely
and forever heretofore. And whosoever will deal
with them, will be doing so at his own risk and
responsibility and my clients shall not be liable
for any act of the above named elder son of my
clients.

Sd/- S.K. PANDEY (ADVOCATE)
Ch. No. 76, Western Wing, Tis Hazari

Court, Delhi - 110054

CITATION UNDER SECTION 271 OF
THE INDIAN SUCCESSION ACT
In the Court of Sh. SUNIL RANA

Additional District Judge-05, Central,
Room No. 307, Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi
PC No. 19/2020

SMT. MADHU JAIN
Versus

THE STATE
N.D.O.H- 07/12/2020

Whereas an petition under Section
276/278 of the Indian Succession Act 1925
for grant of Probate/Letter of
Administration in respect of the Estate of
deceased LT. Sh. Vinod Kumar Jain, S/o
Late Sh. Moti Ram Jain, R/o B 1512,
Shastri Nagar, Delhi, DMC (U) (Part)
NDMC Area, New Delhi, Municipal
Council, NCT of Delhi, Municipal
Council, NCT of Delhi-110052. Who died
on 12/01/2016 at Delhi, has been made
by Smt. Madhu Jain, W/o Lt. Mahesh
Chand Jain, R/o H.No. D-99, Gali no 4,
Near Nathu Chowk, main Jagatpuri,
Mandoli, North East Delhi-110093
Whereas the 07/12/2020 has been fixed
for hearing of the case, notice is hereby
given so that any person having any
interest in the probate/Letter of
Administration of the estate of the said
deceased if he/she desire to be heard shall
appear before this court on 17/12/2020
before the grant of letter of Administration.
Given under my hand and the Seal of this
Court, this 07th day of October, 2020.

Sd/- (SUNIL RANA)
ADJ-05 (CENTRAL) Delhi.SEAL

PUBLIC NOTICE
The General Public is hereby informed
that my client BHARAT BHUSHAN SON
OF LATE RAGHUBIR CHAND SHARMA
RESIDENT OF B-3-D, AVANTIKA
ENCLAVE DELHI-110083, declares that
his SON PULKIT SHARMA and ARVIND
SHARMA and Daughter-in-law AARTI
JAGA are not cooperating well and
showing selfish attitude towards my client
therefore my client hereby sever all his
relations with his son and his daughter in
law AARTI JAGA, they are therefore
debarred and disentitled to claim any right
for concern in any of his movable and
immovable properties of my client. Any
person dealing with them will do so at
his/her/their own risks and costs and my
client shall not be responsible for the
same.

Sd/- ANGAD SAPRA (Advocate)
Enrl. No. D/2641/2019

PUBLIC NOTICE
The General Public is hereby informed that
my client SMT. REETA SHARMA WIFE OF
SHRI BHARAT BHUSHAN RESIDENT OF
B-3-D, AVANTIKA ENCLAVE DELHI-
110083, declares that her SON PULKIT
SHARMA and ARVIND SHARMA and
Daughter-in-law AARTI JAGA are not
cooperating well and showing selfish
attitude towards my client therefore my
client hereby sever all her relations with her
son and her daughter in law AARTI JAGA,
they are therefore debarred and disentitled
to claim any right for concern in any of her
movable and immovable properties of my
client. Any person dealing with them will do so
at his/her/their own risks and costs and my
client shall not be responsible for the same.

ANGAD SAPRA
(Advocate)

Enrl No. D/2641/2019

PUBLIC NOTICE
Be it known to all, by this "PUBLIC
NOTICE" that my Audi Car bearing
Registration no. DL-ICP 1749 is
missing/un-traceable since June
2020. In this regard I have already
lodged a police complaint dated
23.06.2020 at Police Station
Paschim Vihar (East), New Delhi. If
anyone is having any information
about the aforesaid Audi Car or find
the same may contact me; i.e. Chachal
Gupta W/O. Sh. N.C.Gupta R/O. C-
5/2, 2nd Floor, Krishna Nagar, Delhi-
110051 having Mobil No. 989933006
or 987133006. The informant would be
suitable rewarded.

CHANCHAL GUPTA
W/O. Sh. N.C.Gupta

R/O. C-5/2, 2nd Floor,
Krishna Nagar, Delhi-110051

Mobil No. 989933006 or 987133006

PUBLIC NOTICE
My client Sh. Devi Dutt S/o Late
Sh. Sher Singh R/o F-4/261,
Sultanpuri, New Delhi-110086 has
severed all relations with his son
Kamal along with his wife Poonam
and their children for all purposes
and have disowned & debarred
them from his movable and
immovable properties due to dis-
obedience and my client shall not
be responsible for any acts &
deeds done by them.
Sd/- MAHENDER SINGH YADAV

(ADVOCATE)
Enrolment No. D/1777/2004

PUBLIC NOTICE
MY CLIENTS JITENDRA KUMAR S/O SH.
TULSI PRASAD AND HIS WIFE SMT.
SUNITA DEVI W/O SH. JITENDRA KUMAR
R/O 933, GALI NO. 21/8, SHIV KUNJ, SANT
NAGAR, BURARI, DELHI-110084, DO
HEREBY DISOWN/DEBAR THEIR SON
“KRISHAN KUMAR RAY” AND HIS WIFE
“SAVITA” FROM ALL OUR MOVABLE
IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES AND SEVERE
THEIR RELATIONS FROM THEM WITH
IMMEDIATE EFFECT THIS NOTICE DUE
TO BAD ATTITUDE TOWARDS MY
CLIENTS. ANY PERSON DEALING WITH
THEM WILL DO AT HIS OWN COST, RISK,
AND RESPONSIBILITY AND MY CLIENT
WILL NOT RESPONSIBLE ANY
ACTS/DEEDS.

AKSHAY KUMAR ADVOCATE
Ch. No. 1219, 12th Floor, Rohini Court

Complex, Delhi

PUBLIC NOTICE
Be it known to all that my client Mr.
Tarun Monga, S/o Shri Madan Lal
Monga, R/o G-8/12, 1st Floor, Malviya
Nagar, New Delhi-110017, is in the
possession of and has unrestricted and
exclusive rights of house bearing no G-
8/12, 1st Floor, Malviya Nagar, New
Delhi-110017. He also has physical
possession of, and share in the shop
bearing no.5, Main Market, Malviya
Nagar, New Delhi-110017. He has not
availed any loan over any of the said
properties or even otherwise. However,
as per his information, now in order to
usurp his rights and share in the said
properties, his family members have
started the process of unlawfully getting
the mutation done for the said shop
bearing no.5, Main Market, Malviya
Nagar, New Delhi-110017. His family
members are unlawfully and illegally
getting the thumb impressions of his
paralytic father got done on various
documents and are in the process of
committing fraud(s) with regard to the
said shop as also his other property(ies)
in order to usurp his share therein. As
per information, his family members
have applied for the mutation and for
further transaction in respect of the said
properties. This is being done illegally
by them without my client's consent. My
client's father is not in a position to sign
or read any document or deal in any
manner whatsoever with regard to
anything. My client Mr. Tarun Monga
has established unequivocal right and
share in the said properties as
described above. If any of his family
member or any of their agent(s)/
associate(s) approach any government
authority / department(s)/official(s) or
any private person(s) for any
transaction / dealing with regard to any
of the said properties, the same must be
declined and rejected. Further, if
anyone deals with regard to the said
properties with anyone else, other than
my client in any manner whatsoever, or
without his written consent, knowledge
and written permission, the same shall
be invalid, unlawful, illegal, and the
person doing so shall do so at his/her
own risk, cost, responsibility and
consequences. My client shall not be
responsible in any manner, for any such
transaction whatsoever done by anyone
in this regard.

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE
ACCORDINGLY.

Sd/- MOHIT KUKREJA (ADVOCATE)
171, Lawyers’ Chambers, Patiala

House Courts, New Delhi- 110001

PUBLIC NOTICE
“LET THIS BE KNOW TO ALL THE
PUBLIC IN GENERAL THAT MY CLIENTS
PRAVEEN KUMAR GUPTA S/O SH J.L.
GUPTA AND MRS. ANJU GUPTA W/O
PRAVEEN KUMAR GUPTA BOTH R/O A-
5 FRIENDS APARTMENT, PLOT NO- 49,
PATPARGANJ, DELHI 110092 HAVE
DISOWNED THEIR SON ABHISHEK
GUPTA AND HIS WIFE SMT PRACHI
AGGARWAL (MARRIED ON 31.10.2017)
D/O ASHOK AGGARWAL BOTH
PRESENTLY RESIDING AT 05-04,
CHATEAU LE FAME 51 EWE BOON
ROAD, SINGAPORE-259345 AND MY
CLIENTS HAVE SEVERED ALL THEIR
RELATIONS WITH BOTH OF THEM.
THEY HAVE ALSO DIVESTED BOTH OF
THEM FROM CLAIMING ANY RIGHTS
OR SHARE IN ANY OF THEIR MOVABLE
OR IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES ASSETS
OR DEPOSITS AND ALSO WITHDRAWN
ALL THEIR RELATIONS IN FUTURE DUE
TO THEIR INAPPROPRIATE BEHAVIOR
TOWARDS MY CLIENTS. THEY SHALL
NOT BE LIABLE FOR ANY DEEDS OR
ACTION ETC OF THEIR ABOVE NAMED
SON AND HIS WIFE HENCE AFTER
ANYBODY DEALING WITH ANY OF
THEM OR BOTH OF THEM IN ANY
MANNER WHATSOEVER SHALL DO SO
AT HIS OR HER OWN RESPONSIBILITY
AND COSTS AND MY CLIENTS SHALL
IN NO WAY BE HELD RESPONSIBLE
FOR THE SAME.”

Sd/- UMESH SINHA
Advocate

Chamber: 341, Western Wing,
Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-110054

II,,NNIITTIIKKAAD/oSunder lal R/o.h.no-
2/118Anandparbat indt.Area
NewRohtak-roadN.D-05,have
lostmyoriginal-certificate
class-10th year -2005Rollno-
6419589CBSE-DELHI.

0040551526-10

II Ayushi Singhhave lostmy
Original B.TechMarksheet of
Fourth year (2015-16)AKTU
R.no.1206431024. Contact-
9997392563 0050170291-1

II,, RAHULKumar singh,S/o
Rajender singhR/o.h.no-F286
Lado saraimehrauli, N.D-
30.have lostmyoriginal-
certificate class-10th year-
2004Rollno-6154563
CBSE-DELHI. 0040551526-11

CLASSIFIEDS&TENDERS18

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER JAL SHAKTI DIVISION BIJBEHARA
Phone Number: 01932234230, E-mail: phebijbehara230@gmail.com

CORRIGENDUM
Subject: Corrigendum
Reference: NIT No. 19 of 2020-21
1. All the conditions Vide serial no 2, 5.8, 5.8.1, 5.9 and 7 laid in the above mentioned e-NIT

are hereby waived off. However, the terms and conditions for procurement of Pipe and
other materials by the bidder remains the same as set in said e-NIT.

2. Read “providing and laying in position S&S centrifugally ductile iron pipes conforming to
IS 8329 ” instead of “providing and laying in position S&S centrifugally ductile iron pipes
conforming to IS 8329 excluding cost of pipe” in BOQ of WSS. Krangsoo.

3. The rate of the same as mentioned in S.NO 2 may be read as Rs 1947/mtr instead of Rs
3045.75/mtr.

4. Advertised cost of Rs 56.14 Lacs instead of Rs 78.17 lacs
5. The quantity of item in the BOQ of WSS krangsoo viz, centering shuttering including

removal of formwork etc may be considered in only item 12 only and the same may not
be considered in item 13.

6. The rates for carriage of pipes upto actual site of work including all leads and lifts to be
supplied shall have to be included in the respective item for all works advertised vide
above quoted ENIT.

7. Read “AAY/BEE instead of “AAY” for SNO 2 in the NIT against class of contract.
Executive Engineer

PHE Jal Shakti Division Bijbehara
No: PHEB/4323-50 Dated:-12.10.2020
DIPK-7381

BÊ-d³fdUQf Àfc¨f³ff
´f.dU.dU.d³f.d»f. ¸fZSN IZ I f¹fÊÃfZÂf ¸fZÔ d³fdUQf dUdVfáeI S¯f ÀfÔ£¹ff ´f.dU.dU.d³f.d»f./¸fZSN/AfS-E´feOeAfS´fe ´ffMÊ-
E/12/20-21 IZ A³°f¦fÊ°f ¶fWbJ¯Oe¹f/¶fWb¸fÔdþ»ff B¸ffS°fûÔ ¸fZÔ U°fÊ¸ff³f ¸fZÔ ´fi¨fd»f°f EI »f d¶f³Qb ÀfÔ¹fûþ³f ½¹fUÀ±ff I û
OÐ¹fc»f SdþÀMS ¸feMS IZ ¸ff²¹f¸f ÀfZ ¶fWb d¶f³Qb ÀfÔ¹fûþ³f ½¹fUÀ±ff ¸fZÔ ´fdSUd°fÊ°f I S³fZ IZ d»f¹fZ ÀfdUÊÀf ´fiûUfBÊOS d³f¹fbö
dI ¹fZ þf³fZ W Z°fb d³fdUQf Af¸fd³Âf°f W`ÔÜ
d³fdUQf Jb»f³fZ I e dQ³ffÔI : 17.11.2020
dUÀ°ffS ÀfZ Àf·fe þf³fI fS e W Z°fb www.pvvnl.org, EUÔ E-Tendering website
www.etender.up.nic.in ´fS »ffg¦f Afg³f I SZÔÜ A²feÃf¯f Ad·f¹f³°ff (AfS-E´feOeAfS´fe ´ffMÊ-E) "d¶fþ»fe ¨fûSe
I e Àfc¨f³ff WZ»´f»ffBÊ³f ³f¸¶fS : 1800-180-3002 (¸fZSN), EUÔ 9412207451 ´fS QZÔ"
Remark:- www.etender.up.nic.in

WÀ°ff/-
A²feÃf¯f Ad·f¹f³°ff (AfSXE´feOXeAfSX´fe ´ffMXÊ-E)

´fÂffaI :-9188 dQ³ffaI : 15.10.2020 IÈY°fZ ´fi¶f³²f d³fQZVfIY
SXf¿MÑX dWX°f ¸fZÔ d¶fþ»fe ¶f¨ff¹fZÔ

´fd›¸ffÔ¨f»f dUôb°f dU°fSX¯f d³f¦f¸f d»f.,
dU¢MXûdSX¹ff ´ffIYÊ, ¸fZSXNXÜ
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KYRGYZSTAN

Presidentsteps
downamid
electionturmoil
Moscow: Kyrgyzstan
President Sooronbai
Jeenbekov announced
his resignation on
Thursday in a bid to end
the turmoil that has en-
gulfed the Central Asian
nation after a disputed
parliamentary election.
In a statement released
by his office, Jeenbekov,
who has faced calls to
stepdown fromprotest-
ers and political oppo-
nents, saidholdingon to
powerwasn’t“worththe
integrity of our country
and agreement in soci-
ety.” “For me, peace in
Kyrgyzstan, thecountry’s
integrity, theunityofour
people and calm in the
society are above all
else,” Jeenbekovsaid.AP

Sooronbai Jeenbekov

TOPOFTHE
WORLD

UNITEDKINGDOM

Oxforddevelops
5-minuteCovid
antigentest
London: Scientists from
Britain’s University of
Oxfordhavedevelopeda
rapidCovid-19testableto
identify the coronavirus
in less than fiveminutes,
researchers said on
Thursday,addingitcould
beusedinmasstestingat
airportsandbusinesses.
The university said it
hoped to start product
development of the test-
ing device in early 2021
andhaveanapprovedde-
viceavailablesixmonths
afterwards. The device is
able to detect the coron-
avirus and distinguish it
from other viruses with
high accuracy, the re-
searchers said in a pre-
print study. REUTERS

CHINA

Govtdefends
Tibet labour
programme
Lhasa: Top officials in
Chinese-administered
Tibet on Thursday de-
fendedavocationaltrain-
ing program that some
criticshavecalledcoercive,
andurgedTibetansnotto
“overdo”religion,duringa
briefingwithforeignjour-
nalistsonararevisittothe
region. “There is no ele-
ment of coercion,” Che
Dhala, Chairman of the
Tibet Autonomous
Region, said in response
to a question. “As long as
they work hard to get
rich, listen to the party,
follow the party, and get
down to doing things,
their futurewill bemore
beautiful.”. REUTERS

SOMALIA

Extremistskill8
armysoldiers,
saysofficial
Mogadishu:Somalia'sex-
tremist rebelshavekilled
atleasteightsoldiersinan
ambush in the country's
south,saidamilitaryoffi-
cial. Two other soldiers
aremissingafteranattack
onamilitaryconvoytrav-
eling between the towns
of AfoyeandWanlaweyn
inLowerShabelle region,
Col. AhmedHassan said
Thursday. Somalia's al-
Shabab,whichislinkedto
al-Qaida, has claimed re-
sponsibilityfortheattack.
The extremist group said
it killed at least 25
soldiers, a claim
dismissed by the Somali
military. AP

ASSOCIATEDPRESS
WASHINGTON,OCTOBER15

US PRESIDENT Donald Trump
and challenger Joe Biden will
competeforTVaudiencesindu-
ellingtownhallsinsteadofmeet-
ing face-to-face for their second
debateasoriginallyplanned.
The twowill take questions

in different cities on different
networks Thursday night:
Trump on NBC from Miami,
BidenonABC fromPhiladelphia.
Trumpbackedoutofplansfor

thepresidentialfaceofforiginally
scheduled for the evening after
debateorganisersshiftedthefor-
mat to a virtual event following
Trump'scoronavirusdiagnosis.
As thepace of the campaign

speedsup in its finalweeks, the
two candidates first are taking
care of other electoral necessi-
tiesThursday:Trumphasamid-
day rally in battlegroundNorth
Carolina, and Biden is raising
campaigncashatavirtualevent.
After being sidelined by the

coronavirus, Trump resumed a
breakneck schedule this week,
withaidessayingheisexpected
to travel and
host cam-
paign rallies
every day
through
November3.
Mean-

while, Biden
andhis aides
believe the
president's
scattershot
campaign
messagingsincehisCovid-19di-
agnosis proves the core of
Biden's case. AP

Duelling town halls
for Trump, Biden after
debate plan nixed

DonaldTrumpatacampaignrallyatDesMoines
InternationalAirportWednesday.AP/PTI

LALITKJHA
WASHINGTON,OCTOBER15

DEMOCRATIC PRESIDENTIAL
candidateJoeBidenhasvowedto
provide citizenship to11million

illegal immi-
grantsifvotedto
power in the
November 3
election.
Bidenidenti-

fiedthisasoneof
his priorities in
additiontobeat-
ing the coron-
avirus, rebuild-
ingtheeconomy
and figuringout

howto restoreAmerican leader-
shiparoundtheworld.
Respondingtoaquestionata

virtual
fundraiser
Wednesday,
Biden said,
“We'regoingto
have to deal
withtheimmi-
gration crisis
we have. I'm
going to send
the House and
Senate an im-

migrationbillthat'sgoingtopro-
vide access to citizenship to 11
millionpeople,”hesaid.
PresidentDonaldTrumphas

been repeatedly calling for the
quick deportation of illegal im-
migrants who "invade" the US
and lamented that the current
immigration system is "unfair"
to those who came legally to
America. PTI

ONCE A SUCCESS STORY, BURKINA FASO IS CONTENDING WITH A GROWING INSURGENCY

THENEWYORKTIMES
NEWYORK,OCTOBER15

A STRANGE and terrible sound
echoed across the badlands of
swirlinggritanddesertscrub-the
roarofacadreofmilitantsonmo-
torcycles,more than a dozen of
them.Thegrowlof their engines
waspunctuatedbythestuttering
blastsof theriders'Kalashnikovs.
Thiswashowtheyalwaysarrived.
Therewerenogovernmenttroops
around,nopoliceofficers,noone
tostopthem.
AmiBandewasinthemarket

inNagraogo, a village in north-
central Burkina Faso,when she
heardthefirstgunshots.Speeding
towardherwereabout15motor-
bikes,eachcarryingtwomenwho
hadcometokill.
A total of 32 civilians, includ-

ingBande'sbrother-in-law,were

slain inNagraogoon January20.
Another four were killed in a
nearby village. Soldiersweren't
there to protect them and only
showed up days later in
Barsalogho, where Bande and
othersurvivorshadfled,toescort
themhome tobury the corpses,
sheandothersurvivorssaid.
WhathappenedinNagraogo

is increasingly common in the
hamlets north of the capital
Ouagadougou. Themotorbike-
borneattackersthunderintovil-
lageswithriflesandasetof ulti-
matums:thatthepeopleconvert
to Islam or - if they're already
Muslims-thatwomenwearthe
veil. If their demands aren't
heeded, they begin killing.
Sometimes they start shooting
withoutmakinganydemands.
Thedeathtollhasbeengrow-

ing.Lastyear,alone, jihadistmili-
tantraidsleft1,063dead,accord-

ing toHéniNsaibiaof theArmed
Conflict Location & Event Data
Project, an American nonprofit
that gathers and analyzes data
about political violence and
protest around theworld. There

hasbeenadeathtollof982inthe
firstninemonthsof2020.
Rampant terrorist violence

hasrewrittenwhatwassupposed
tobeanAmericanforeign-policy
success story - an oasis of peace

and stability in the turbulent
African Sahel. Formore than a
decade,theUnitedStateshasem-
ployed aplethora of counterter-
rorism and security assistance
programstoprovideasteadyflow
of funds, weapons, equipment
andAmerican advisers, andhas
even deployed commandos on
low-profilecombatmissions-all
of it designed to bolster the
Burkinabe troops, allow themto
protect their fellowcitizens and
prevent the rise of militant
Islamistgroups.
Massacres like the one in

Nagraogo have pushedBurkina
Faso to the edge of catastrophe.
Militant Islamist violence in the
country has skyrocketed, from
justthreeattacksin2015to516in
the12monthsfrommid-2019to
mid-2020,accordingtotheAfrica
Center for Strategic Studies, a
DefenseDepartmentresearchin-

stitution. Almost a million
Burkinabearenowdisplaced,and
nearlythreemillionareinneedof
humanitarian assistance - in a
countryofjust20million."People
are suffering, people are being
killed,women are being raped,
small children cannot go to
school," said FilippoGrandi, the
United Nations' high commis-
sioner for refugees, duringavisit
to Kaya, a bustling town of
130,000 residentsnowcontend-
ingwith the arrival of an addi-
tional 100,000displacedpeople.
"It'shere thatwemust intervene
beforethiscrisisbecomesunman-
ageable."
In 2018and2019, the Trump

administrationpumpedinatotal
of$100millionin"securitycoop-
eration" funding-equal toabout
two-thirdsofBurkinaFaso's2016
defensebudget-makingitoneof
thelargestrecipientsofU.S.secu-

rity aid inWest Africa. But the
Burkinabe who have been at-
tacked, injured or forced from
their homesbecauseof violence
haveseenprecious littlesecurity.
In addition to jihadist violence,
Burkina Fasohas sufferedunder
the threat of the coronavirus,
flooding andwidespreadabuses
byBurkinabesecurityforces.And
althoughAmericancommandos
continueshuttlingintothecoun-
try's borderlands, the United
States has found itself unable to
effectivelytrain,armandsupport
localsecurityforceswithoutcon-
tributing to the conditions that
push locals into the arms of ji-
hadists.BurkinaFasohasbecome
just another ofmany countries -
fromAfghanistantoIraq,Libyato
Somalia-wheretheUnitedStates
has spent time and energy and
money, only to see themission
stagnate,worsenoroutrightfail.

Jihadistmilitantraidshave left982peopledead inthefirst
ninemonthsof2020,accordingtoamonitor.Reuters file

How a stable West Africa nation has descended into mayhem

ASSOCIATEDPRESS
BANGKOK,OCTOBER15

THAI AUTHORITIES declared a
strictnewstateofemergencyfor
thecapitalonThursday,adayaf-
terastudent-ledprotestagainst
the country's traditional estab-
lishment saw an extraordinary
moment in which demonstra-
torsheckledaroyalmotorcade.
After the pre-dawn declara-

tion,riotpolicemovedintoclear
out demonstrators who after a
day of rallies and confrontation
had gathered outside Prime
MinisterPrayuthChan-ocha'sof-
fice to push their demands,
which include the former gen-
eral's stepping down, constitu-
tionalchangesandreformofthe
monarchy.
Several top leaders of the

protest movement were taken
into custody, with one later de-
claringonhisFacebookpagethat
he had been denied access to a
lawyer and was being forced
onto ahelicopter and taken to a
cityinthecountry'snorth. Police
said theyhadmade22arrests.
Despite a new ban against

large public gatherings, several
thousandpeopleansweredcalls
to rally again in another area of
thecity laterThursday.
The text of the emergency

declarationsaiditwasneededbe-
cause“certaingroupsofperpetra-
tors intended to instigate anun-
toward incident andmovement
intheBangkokareabywayofvar-
iousmethods and via different
channels, including causing ob-
structiontotheroyalmotorcade”.
Government spokesman

Anucha Buraphachaisri an-

nouncedThursdaymorningthat
theprimeministerhadordered
policetotakestrictactionagainst
thosewho obstruct a royal pro-
cession or otherwise insult the
monarchy.
Protesters gathered again in

a Bangkok shopping district
Thursdayafternoonandintothe
evening. The crowd grew big
enough to block amajor inter-
section flanked by upmarket
malls and a famous shrine,
wheretheywereaddressedbya
series of speakers denouncing
thegovernment.
Police stood by while the

crowdchantedrudesloganscall-
ingfortheprimeministertostep
down.Deputypolicespokesman
Col. Kissana Phathanacharoen
warned earlier that calling for
such a protest or attending one
wasagainst the law.

Pro-democracyprotestersoccupyamainroadat thecentralbusinessdistrict inBangkokonThursday.AP

PROTESTERSWANTtore-
versea2017increase in
theking’sconstitutional
powers,madetheyear
afterhesucceededhis fa-
therKingBhumibol
Adulyadej.
Pro-democracyac-

tivistssayThailandis
backtrackingonthecon-
stitutionalmonarchyes-
tablishedwhenabsolute
royal ruleendedin1932.
Protestersalsoseek

thescrappingof lesema-
jeste lawsagainst insult-
ingtheking.

Whatdothe
protesters
want?E●EX
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REUTERS
BRUSSELS,OCTOBER15

The European Union imposed
sanctionsontopRussianofficials
closetoPresidentVladimirPutin
onThursdayinanunexpectedly
robustandswiftresponsetothe
August poisoning of Kremlin
criticAlexeiNavalny.
Pushed by France and

Germany, where Navalny was
treated after collapsing on a
flight from Siberia, the EU tar-
getedsixRussiansandastatesci-
entific research centre, accord-
ing to thebloc’sOfficial Journal.
Unlikethepoisoningofafor-

mer Russian spy in Britain in
2018, when the EU took almost
ayear tosanctionmilitary intel-
ligenceagents,thebloctargeted
officials it believes planned and
helpedcarryout thepoisoning.
Andrei Yarin, head of the

presidential policy directorate,
Sergei Kiriyenko, Putin’s first
deputy chief of staff, Sergei
Menyaylo, Putin’s envoy to
Siberia,AlexanderBortnikov,the
director of Russia’s Federal
SecurityServiceandtwodeputy
defenceministersweretargeted.
Moscow rejects the accusa-

tionsthatNavalnyhadbeenpoi-
soned and has said there were
nogrounds for sanctions.

EU sanctions
Russian officials
over Navalny
poisoning

Thailand declares emergency after
unprecedented protest in Bangkok

JoeBiden

Will give citizenship
access to 11 mn illegals
if elected, says Biden

REUTERS
BRUSSELS,OCTOBER15

EUROPEANUNION leaders said
on Thursday agreeing a “fair”
new partnership with Britain
was“wortheveryeffort”butthat
theblocwouldnotcompromise
atanycostandwas ready foran
abruptsplit intradeworthatril-
lioneuroseveryyear.
Meetingface-to-faceforonly

thethirdtimeinthecoronavirus
pandemic, the EU leaderswore
masksandkepttheirdistanceas
theygatheredinBrussels todis-
cuss Brexit, where a new trade
pactisstillelusiveasanyear-end
deadlinenears.
“Wewant a deal, but obvi-

ouslynotatanyprice.Ithastobe
a fair agreement that serves the
interests of both sides. This is
wortheveryeffort,”saidGerman
ChancellorAngelaMerkel.
Britain left theEU in January

and the estranged allies have
since been locked in complex
negotiations to try and keep
tradingwithouttariffsorquotas
from2021.
Talkshavenarrowedgapson

issues from social welfare to
transport but three contentious
areas have so far prevented a
deal: fair competition, dispute
resolutionandfisheries,whichis
particularlyimportanttoFrance.

“In no case shall our fisher-
men be sacrificed for Brexit,”
French President Emmanuel
Macron said on arriving in
Brussels.“If theseconditionsare
notmet, it’s possible wewon’t
have a deal. If the right terms
can’tbefoundattheendofthese
discussions,we’rereadyforano-
deal forour futurerelations,”he
added.
Withbusinessesandmarkets

increasingly jittery as thedead-
line nears, Thursday’s EU sum-
mit is to approve extending the
negotiationswith ademand for
Britaintobudge,aswellasstep-
pingupcontingencyplansforan
abrupt split.
Ireland,theEUmembermost

exposed to a chaotic rupture,
said smooth post-Brexit trade
between the world’s sixth
largest economy and biggest
trading bloc was still possible
and evenmore essential given
the economic havoc of the
COVID-19crisis.
Given theeconomicmalaise

andglobalinstability,itwouldbe
“crazy” if the estranged allies
failedtoagree,saidDutchPrime
MinisterMarkRutte.
Prime Minister Boris

Johnson’s spokesman said
Britain would reflect on the
Brusselsmeeting before decid-
ing next steps. “We’ve always
beenclearthatanegotiatedout-
comeisourpreference,”hesaid.

GermanChancellorAngelaMerkelandFrenchPresident
EmmanuelMacronat theEUsummit inBrussels.Reuters

EU to UK: Fair trade deal worth
all effort but stand ready to fail

ASSOCIATEDPRESS
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THE SENATE Judiciary
Committee convened on
Thursdaysetan October22vote
on Amy Coney Barrett's
Supreme Court nomination as
Republicans race to confirm
President Donald Trump's pick
beforetheNovember3election.
The session is without

Barrett after two long days of
public testimony in which she
stressed that shewould be her
own judge and sought to create
distance between herself and
pastpositionscriticalofabortion,
the Affordable Care Act and
other issues.
Herconfirmationtotakethe

seatofthelateJusticeRuthBader
Ginsburg seems inevitable, as
evensomeSenateDemocratsac-
knowledged.
Sen LindseyGrahampushed

pastDemocraticobjectionstoset
the panel's October 22 vote on
recommending her confirma-
tionevenbefore finalwitnesses
testify before and against her

nomination. The committee set
thevote fornextweek.
In theminority, Democrats

acknowledge there is little they
candostopthemfromlockinga
conservative majority on the
courtforyearstocome.Theshift
would cement a 6-3 conserva-
tive majority on the court and
wouldbe themostpronounced
ideological change in 30 years,
fromthe liberal icon to the con-
servativeappeals court judge.
Barrett is themost open op-

ponent of abortion nominated
totheSupremeCourtindecades,
andDemocrats fear that her as-
censioncouldbeatippingpoint
that threatensabortionrights.

AmyConeyBarrett

Pak: Over 450
Oppn workers
booked ahead of
anti-govt rally

MZULQERNAIN
LAHORE,OCTOBER15

OVER 450 workers from
Pakistan's Opposition parties
havebeenbookedinLahoreand
other areas of Punjab province
aheadofthefirstgrandanti-gov-
ernmentrallyonFridaybyanal-
liance formed to oust Prime
Minister ImranKhan.
On September 20, the lead-

ers of 11major Opposition par-
tiesannouncedformationof the
PakistanDemocraticMovement
and launch of a three-phased
anti-governmentmovement.
The first anti-government

rally is scheduled on Friday in
Gujranwalacity.
Launching a crackdown,

Punjab police booked over 450
workers,mostlyofPML-N,indif-
ferent parts of the province un-
derCovid-19violationsandalso
arrestedscoresofPDMworkers.
Thegovernment allowed the

Opposition to hold theGujran-
walarallywithadirectionthatno
speecheswouldbemadeagainst
themilitaryorjudiciary. PTI

US Senate Judiciary sets
Oct 22 vote on Barrett’s
nomination to top court

RACE FOR
THEWHITE

HOUSE

MEANWHILE

EUCHIEFGOES INTOQUARANTINE
EuropeanUnionchiefUrsulavonderLeyenwasforcedtoleaveanEUsummitThursday
shortlyafter itopenedbecauseoneofherclosestafferstestedpositiveforCovid-19. Shesaid
thatsheherselftestednegativebut“asaprecautionIamimmediatelyleavingtheEuropean
Council togointoself-isolation”.
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BRIEFLY
Exportcurbson
sanitizerslifted
NewDelhi:Thegovernment
onThursdayliftedallrestric-
tions on export of alcohol-
basedhand sanitizers, the
Directorate General of
ForeignTrade(DGFT)saidin
a notification. Amid the
Covid-19outbreak,thegov-
ernmenthadbannedexport
of all types of sanitizers in
March, but limited the re-
strictioninMaytoonlyalco-
hol-basedsanitizers.

JLRdrivesin
SUVDefender
New Delhi: Jaguar Land
RoverIndiasaidThursdayit
haslauncheditsSUVDefen-
der in the country, starting
at Rs 73.98 lakh (ex-show-
room). PTI

Honourfor
PGCILofficial
New Delhi: Seema Gupta,
Director (Operations),
PowerGrid Corporation of
India Limited (PGCIL),won
theGoldStevieAwardinthe
Lifetime Achievement—
Business category at the
17th annual Stevie Awards
forWomeninBusiness. ENS

Cretaexports
cross2lakh
NewDelhi:HyundaiMotor
India saidThursday its SUV
Creta,launchedin2015,has
crossedtwolakhcumulative
exportsmilestone. PTI

KHUSHBOONARAYAN
MUMBAI,OCTOBER15

THESERIOUSFraudInvestigation
Office(SFIO)hasinitiatedaprobe
into the recently liquidated firm
Reid and Taylor India Ltd (RTIL)
anditsformerpromoterNitinKa-
sliwalforallegedfraudulenttrans-
actions of over Rs 3,500 crore,
sourcestoldTheIndianExpress.
The probewas ordered fol-

lowingadirectivebytheNational
CompanyLawTribunal(NCLT),af-
ter the resolution professional
(RP)foundmultipleirregularities
inthebooksofRTILduringitsliq-
uidationprocess. The findingsof
theRParebasedonaJuly2019re-
portbyKPMGonRTIL,whichwas
submittedtotheRPthisFebruary.
The KPMG report, which

analysedtransactionsofRTILbe-
tween October 2014 and April
2018, alleged that the company
had sale and purchase transac-
tionsofaboutRs2,829crorewith
at least22“non-operating”com-
panies that are “potentially”

linked to eachother as theyhad
commonstatutoryauditors,regis-
tered email addresses and com-
monwitnesses—mostlystudents
—totheirmemorandumofasso-
ciationasonDecember2018.
TheKPMGreportalsoflagged

two agreements signed byRTIL
with offshore firms linked to its
parentfirmSKumar’sNationwide
Ltd(SKNL)fortheuseof the180-
year-old ScottishbrandReid and
Taylor in India. The consultancy
firmsaiditwasnotabletofindthe
reasonforRTIL’strademarkagree-
ment and technical know-how
agreementwithReid andTaylor
(International)LtdintheBahamas
andReidandTaylor(Holdings)Ltd
intheBritishVirginIslandrespect-
ively.Boththeoffshorefirmsman-
aged by Trident Trust Company
havebeenlinkedtoSKNL.
Thereportalsoallegedthatthe

assetbaseofRTILslippedfromRs
3,880crorein2013toRs300crore
in2016asitspentitsreservesand
surplus in purchases, wrote off
customerdues andwrote down
thevalueof inventory.
For instance, the company

wrotedown its inventoryworth
Rs748croreinSeptember2014to
Rs 53 crore at the end ofMarch
2016. According to themanage-
ment of RTIL, this reductionwas
onaccountofdeepdiscountsales
toits13customers.
TheKPMGreportsaidRTILhas

writtenoffRs1,019.48croreowed
to itby these13“non-operating”
firms as of March 2016. Apart
fromthis, the report alleged that
RTILwrote off receivables of Rs
437croreduetothemfromSKNL
andotherrelatedparties.
Kasliwal did not respond to

phone calls, and textmessages.
RTIL owes over Rs 4,100 crore to
lenders, ledbyFinquestFinancial
Solutions.OnMay14,RTIL,launc-
hedbySKumars’sinIndiain1998
shut down its plant inMysuru,
leaving1,400workersjobless.

$24-28billion:Expected
PE/VCinvestments in Indiaby
year’send,excludingbets inRIL
arms

$17.2billion: Investmentsby
privateequity (PE)andventure
capital (VC)fundsforJanuary-
September2020,declining
53%year-on-year, if
investments inRILarmsJio
PlatformsandRelianceRetail
Venturesareexcluded

686:NumberofPE/VC
transactions inJanuary-
September,asagainst764in
theyear-agoperiod

‘VC investments fall 21%
to $28.9 bn in Jan-Sept’

INVESTMENTS
RECORDEDINSOME
MAJORSECTORS:
■ Infrastructure and real
estate:$2.9billion

■ Financial services:
$4.1 billion in 114deals

■ Pharmaceuticals:
$1.9billion across27deals

■ Telecommunications:
$10billion across 13deals

■ Digital technology:
$2.3billion across 106deals

Source:EY/PTI
Why is it important: Last year’s favourites like infrastructure, real estate and
financial services have seen heavy fall in investment flow, while others like
pharma, telecom, technology and edutech have got amajor chunk of investments

79%Fall in buyouts
segment, at

$2.9 billion in the nine-
month period; lowest in
three yearsDespite the $11.7 billion raised by Reliance Industries (RIL)

via stake sales, venture investments in 2020 till
September have fallen by a fifth to $28.9 billion,
consultancy firm EY said in a report

LENSONOVER`3,500CROREOFTRANSACTIONS

SFIO probing ‘fraudulent deals’
by Reid and Taylor, ex-promoter

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER15

INDIAWILLno longer be able to
importairconditioners(ACs)with
refrigerants,asthegovernmentno
Thursdaybannedtheirimports—
amovethatcomesinthemidstof
India’scampaigntobeself-reliant
bypromotingdomesticmanufac-
turingofsuchgoods.

“Import policy of air condi-
tioners with refrigerants ... is
amendedfromfreetoprohibited,”
theDirectorateGeneralofForeign
Trade(DGFT)saidinanotification.
Non-essential electronic

goods have been under the
purview of the Ministry of
CommerceandIndustrysincethe
governmentdecided topush for
selfrelianceinvarioussectorsthis
year.Airconditioners,specifically,

have been singled out by Prime
MinisterNarendraModiasanex-
ampleofasegmentwhereself-re-
liancewas required. “We import
more than30percentof ourde-
mand for air conditioners.We
have to reduce it fast,” he said in
Junewhile discussing theAtma
NirbharBharatAbhiyan.
In July, the government im-

posedrestrictionsontheimports
ofvariouscolourTVsetsaswell.

Import of air conditioners
with refrigerants banned

What data says about per capita GDP of India, Bangladesh?
ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI, OCTOBER 15

CORNELL UNIVERSITY’S
ProfessorofEconomicsandfor-
mer Chief Economist of the
World Bank Kaushik Basu has
said that the International
Monetary Fund’s (IMF’s) latest
projectionof Bangladesh’s real
percapitagrossdomesticprod-
uct (GDP) surpassing India’s
real per capita GDP, after India
had a lead of 25 per cent
five years ago, is shocking and
calls for “bold fiscal/monetary
policy”.
“I’ve nowchecked the data.

IMF’s estimate shows
Bangladesh will cross India in
realGDPpercapita in2021.Any
emerging economydoingwell
is good news. But it’s shocking
that India, which had a lead of

25 per cent 5 years ago is now
trailing. This calls for bold fis-
cal/monetary policy,” Basu
posted on Twitter.

Whatdoes thedata show?
In its latestWorldEconomic

Outlook released
this week, the IMF
has projected the
Indian economy to
contract 10.3 per
cent in 2020-21, a
deeper hit than the
Juneestimateof4.5
per cent contrac-
tion in the wake of
the economic slump due to
Covid-19pandemic. “Revisions
to the forecast are particularly
large for India,whereGDPcon-
tracted much more severely
than expected in the second
(April-June)quarter.Asaresult,
the economy is projected to

contract by 10.3 per cent in
2020,before reboundingby8.8
per cent in 2021,” it said.
Global growth is projected

tocontract4.4percent,upward
revisionof 0.8percent fromits
June update, the IMF said. The

Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) has
projecteda9.5per
cent contraction
for the Indian
economy in 2020-
21.

Whatdoes the
per capitaGDP

comparison show?
India’s per capita GDP, in

nominalUSdollar terms, ispro-
jected to be $1,876.53 in 2020,
lower than$1,887.97projected
for Bangladesh. On an average,
India’spercapitaGDPhasbeen
24 per cent higher than

Bangladeshduring the last five
years, IMFdata showed.
After a blip, India’s per

capitaGDP isexpected toover-
take Bangladesh’s per capita
GDP in2021,with IMFproject-
ing it tobe$2,030.62,asagainst
$1,989.85 of the latter, the IMF
report said.However, the trend
is not expected to sustain for
longas India’spercapitaGDPis
then again expected to slip to
below Bangladesh’s per capita
GDP in 2024 to $2,544.26 as
against $2,544.32. In 2025,
India’s per capita GDP is pro-
jected to be $2,729.24, again
lower than Bangladesh’s pro-
jected per capita GDP of
$2,756.10, it said.
China’s per capita GDP in

2020 is projected to be
$10,839.43, IMF data showed.
Per capita GDP of India’s other
neighbouringcountriessuchas

Nepal and Sri Lanka are pro-
jected to be $1,115.56 and
$3,697.89, as per IMFdata.
Data and forecasts for

Bangladesh are presented on a
fiscal year basis but the real
GDP and purchasing-power-
parity GDP aggregates that in-
cludeBangladesharebasedon
calendar year data, the IMF
said.

Whatdoes the government
sayon the rankings?
Government sources have

said that in terms of purchas-
ing power parity, India’s per
capitaGDPwas11timeshigher
than that of Bangladesh in
2019, PTI reported. India’s per
capita GDP in PPP terms in
2020,wasestimatedbythe IMF
at $6,284, compared with
$5,139 per capita GDP (PPP) of
Bangladesh for 2020, it said.

Theinvestigationwas
orderedfollowinga
directivebytheNCLT

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,OCTOBER15

THEINSURANCERegulatoryand
DevelopmentAuthorityof India
(Irdai) on Thursday directed all
life insurers to come outwith a
standardplan‘SaralJeevanBima’
fromJanuary1,2021.
The product will have the

same features, benefits, inclu-
sions and exclusions across all
life insurers though the prices
maydiffer.Thepolicy,whichwill
be available for those in the age
groupof 18-65years,will be for
a term of 5 to 40 years with a
maximummaturity age of 70
years.
Theminimum sum assured

willbebetweenRs5lakhandRs
25 lakh.
“Therearemanytermprod-

ucts inthemarketwithvarying
terms and conditions.
Customers who cannot devote
adequate time and energy to
make informed choices find it
difficult toselect therightprod-
uct and products may not
be available for the intended
sum assured,” the regulator
said.
“An important reason for in-

troducing a standard life insur-
ance plan is that the current life
insurance products available in
themarketaredifferentandquite
complex,andit isdifficult forthe
commonmantounderstandthe
variousinclusionsandexclusions
of the plans,” said Santosh
Agarwal, Chief Business Officer,
Life Insurance,Policybazaar.com
Just like thestandardhealth

insurance product ‘Arogya

Sanjeevani’, the individual term
life insuranceproductwill also
be thesameacrossall insurers.
“For the first-timebuyersof life
insurance, the plan will be a
boon since the product is the
same, regardless of the insur-
ance company offering it,”
he said.
“Wewelcome themoveof a

standardproductthatwillsurely
help increase the awareness of
protectionplans,especiallydur-
ing these uncertain times. A
product of this construct will
also help in insurance penetra-
tion within the country,” said
Bharat Kalsi, CFO, Balaj Allianz
Life.

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER15

MERCHANDISEEXPORTSgrew6
per cent year on year in
September, the first rise since
February,andacontractioninim-
ports narrowed to 19.6 per cent
from26per cent in theprevious
month, suggesting a gradual re-
turntowardsnormalcy.
Consequently, trade deficit

narrowed to just $2.72billion in
September from$6.77billion in
thepreviousmonth, showed the
quickestimateofthetradedatare-
leasedbythecommerceministry
onThursday.
Importantly, the outbound

shipmentofcoreproducts(goods
excludingpetroleumandgems&
jewellery), which reflects the
economy’scompetitiveness,grew

as much as 11.9 per cent in
September, against a3.2per cent
fall inAugust. Thegrowth incore
exportsindicatesanascentrecov-
eryinexternaldemand.
Exports in September rose to

$27.58billion from$26billion a
year before. Imports shrank to
$30.31 billion lastmonth from
$37.69 billion a year earlier. As
manyas22of the30majorprod-
uct groupswitnessedgrowth in
September,afirstinthecurrentfis-
cal. Earlier thismonth, however,
theministryhadreleaseda “pre-
liminaryestimate”of tradedata,
according towhichmerchandise
exportshadgrownby5.3percent,
yearonyear,inSeptember.
Among thewell-performing

segments,exportsofricejumped
bymorethan94percentyearon
year in September to $725mil-
lion.FE
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AASHISHARYAN
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INAbid to improve its response
tocyberattacks,thegovernment
plansto impart trainingandskill
development in cyber security
and forensics to itsemployeesat
thecentralandstateleveloverthe
nextthreeyears.
The Broadcast Engineering

ConsultantsIndiaLimited(BECIL),
apublicsectorundertaking(PSU)
under the Ministry of
Information and Broadcasting,
has been taskedwith the selec-
tionofagencieswhichcouldpro-
videthetrainingoverthenext2-
3years.
“The idea is to train govern-

ment officialswithbasic knowl-
edgeof cybersecurityandforen-
sics to improve the overall
awareness levels so that in the
event of a breach, there can be
someinitialresponsewhilewait-
ing for amore sophisticated re-
sponse,”anofficialatBECILsaid.
The agency, as empaneled,

willalsobetaskedwiththemain-
tenanceofbasictrainingandother
governmentcyberinfrastructure
and get the said training pro-
gramme certified by a state or
centraluniversity, asper the ten-

der documents. Theneed for all
governmentemployeestobesen-
sitiveandawareaboutcybersecu-
rityattacksandchallengeshasbe-
comemoreimportantintheface
of increasedonlineattacks.
Global cybersecurity agency

Sophoshad in2019conducteda
surveywhich stated that 82 per
centofthe300Indiancompanies
itcontactedreportedbeinghitby
ransomwareandbreachofcyber
securityof theiremployees.
“Cyber hygiene is generally

poorinIndia,andpiratedtechnol-
ogy abounds, creating weak-
nesses in cyber defenses and
makingorganizationsmorevul-
nerable to attack,” the agency
said.

Plan to skill govt
employees in cyber
security, forensics
over next 2-3 years

Oil slides 2%
as restrictions
hurt demand
REUTERS
NEWYORK,OCTOBER15

OIL PRICES slipped over 2 per
centonThursdayasnewrestric-
tionstostemasurgeinCovid-19
infectionsincreaseduncertainty
over the outlook for
economic growth and a recov-
ery in fueldemand.
Brentfuturesfell$1.00,or2.3

per cent, to $42.32 a barrel by
11:13 a.m. EDT (1513 GMT),
while US West Texas
Intermediate (WTI) crude fell
$1.04, or 2.5 per cent, to
$40.00.Themarket pared some
of its losses after the US Energy
InformationAdministrationsaid
energy firms pulled 3.8million
barrels of crude fromUS stock-
piles last week. The groupwill
ensure oil prices do not plunge
steeply again when it meets to
set policy at the end of
November, OPEC’s Secretary
General said, adding that de-
mandhasbeenrecoveringmore
slowly thanexpected.

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,OCTOBER15

WIPINGOUTthegains in the last
sixsessions,domestic stockmar-
ketsonThursday fell 2.6per cent
asexpectationsofabigfiscalstim-
ulus in India, theUSandEurope
didnotmaterializeandthesecond
waveof Covid-19 infection led to
strict restrictionandlockdownin
Europe.TheSensexplunged1,066
points to 39,728.41 and theNSE
NiftyIndexdeclined291pointsto
11,680.35.
“Themarkethadmovedupon

expectationsofabigstimulus,but
thedesiredfiscalpackagewasnot
announcedinIndiaandadelayof
stimulus in theUSandEurohas
changed the trend. At the same
time,thepaceofeconomicrecov-
ery is under stress because of a
resurgenceof high ratesof Covid
infection,mounting tohigheco-
nomic restrictions,” VinodNair,
headof research,Geojit Financial
Services,said.
“Themargin of safety is low

givenpremiumprices andslow-
down ineconomic recovery. The
trendgoing forwardwill depend
on the supportivemeasures an-
nounced in context to stimulus
and commentaryof Q2 results,”
Nairsaid.“InIndia,weadditionally

hadreportsofaMFIdefaultingon
debtservicingduetointernalfraud
andafinancialservicefirmfacing
forensicauditdirectedbythereg-
ulator.”
Ajit Mishra, VP—research,

Religare Broking, said, “Markets
witnessed a sharp sell-off in to-
day’s session following global
peers. Investor sentiment was
largelyimpactedasUSfiscalstim-
uluswouldgetdelayeduntilelec-
tions. Also, the secondwave of
Covid-19infectionledtostrictre-
striction and lockdownglobally
majorlyinEuropeaddedtowoes.”
On the domestic front, the

benchmark indices opened flat
andgraduallyinchedlowerinthe
first half. However, decline in IT,
bankingandenergymajorsinten-
sified the fall as the sessionpro-
gressed.
“Weakness in the European

marketsledtoafreshboutofsell-
ing inourmarketspost1300Hrs.
European stocks slumped
Thursday, with investors con-
cernedabouttheimpactofasec-
ondwaveof coronavirus on the
economywithoutany imminent
stimulus to cushion the blow.
Stalled vaccine trials andBrexit
clouds also played a part in the
sentiments weakening,” said
Deepak Jasani, head of retail
Research,HDFCSecurities.
Meanwhile, the rupee on

Thursdaysettled5paise lowerat
73.36 to theUSdollar asweaker
Asian peers and fund outflows
fromdomesticmarketsweighed
on investor sentiment.
Additionally, importers’ mid-
month dollar demand also put
pressureonthelocalunit,analysts
said.
Attheinterbankforexmarket,

therupeeopenedonasteadynote
butwascaughtinvolatilityasthe
tradeprogressed.
Duringthesession,ithitanin-

tra-dayhighof73.22andalowof
73.41againsttheUSdollar.Itfinally
closedat 73.36, lowerby5paise
overitspreviouscloseof73.31.
Foreigninstitutionalinvestors

turnednet sellers in the capital
market as theyoffloaded shares
worth Rs 604.07 crore on
Thursday,exchangedatashowed.
Thedollarindex,whichgauges

thegreenback’sstrengthagainsta
basketof sixcurrencies, rose0.34
percentto93.69.
Asian currencieswereweak

amidthesourrisktoneasthedol-
lar index inched higher and
weighedon sentiments, an ana-
lystnoted. IT andbanking stocks,
whichwereoutperformersofthe
rallyseeninthelast10tradingses-
sions, led the decline. Further,
Moody’s statement that India’s
secondroundofstimuluswillpro-
vide very limited support to
growthduringthesetimesdamp-
ened thesentiment. Thebroader
market also fell in tandemwith
NiftyMidcapandNiftySmallCap
100down1.7percenteach.Allthe
sectors ended in the red with
banks(-3.4percent), financials(-
3.0percent)andIT(-2.9percent)
remainingthetoplosers.

IT, BANKINGSTOCKSTOPLAGGARDS

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
NEWDELHI/WASHINGTON,
OCTOBER15

FINANCE MINISTER Nirmala
SitharamanonThursday saidV-
shapedpatternof recovery isbe-
ingseeninseveralhigh-frequency
indicators,drivenbyvariousmeas-
ures takenby thegovernment to
reviveeconomicgrowth,hithard
bytheoutbreakofpandemic.
Inher address to theplenary

meeting of the International
Monetary andFinancial Comm-
ittee (IMFC), theministerial-level
committee of the International
Monetary Fund (IMF), through
videoconference,shesaidseveral
low-incomeanddevelopingcoun-
triesareconfrontedwiththechal-
lengetoprotectandensureliveli-
hood formillions slippingbelow
thepovertyline.
Meanwhile, IMFManaging

DirectorKristalinaGeorgievasaid
onThursday that facing the twin
taskof fighting thepandemic to-
dayandbuildingabetter tomor-
row, theworld is experiencing a
new Bretton Woods moment.
World Bank President David
Malpass said theglobe is experi-
encingoneof thedeepest reces-
sionssinceGreatDepression.

■ Irdai onThursday
directed all life
insurers to comeout
with a standardplan
‘Saral JeevanBima’
from January1, 2021.
■ Theproductwill
have the same
features, benefits,
inclusions and
exclusions across all
life insurers though
thepricesmaydiffer.
■ Thepolicy,which
will be available for
those in the agegroup
of 18-65years,will be
for a termof 5 to40
yearswith a
maximummaturity
ageof 70years.

‘SARALJEEVANBIMA’
FROMJAN1,2021

Launch uniform
life policy: Irdai
to insurance cos
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Sensexplunges1,066pointsonfading
hopesofstimulus, lockdownsinEurope

V-shaped
recovery
in several
indicators,
says FM

BECIL,apublicsector
undertaking(PSU)
undertheMinistryof
Informationand
Broadcasting,hasbeen
taskedwiththe
selectionofagencies
whichcouldprovide
thetrainingoverthe
next2-3years
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CROSSWORD4251

ACROSS
1 Satisfyingget-together (7)
5 Taxiholds theFrench
associateof Joshua(5)

8 Clothingrangewithbuckles
(9)

9 Incline toagree (3)
10 Error thepotterhas tocover
(4)

12 AEuropeanturns inbefore
seeing theanimal (8)

14 Onegetsabitattachedto it
(6)

15 Edibleseed forvegetableand
fruit (6)

17 Sortof drawingproducedby
anunoccupiedworker? (8)

18 Supplyof foodnaturallycut
off (4)

21 Shecut the firstmanshort
(3)

22 Skeletonservice? (4,5)
24 Eightpeoplewhoworkand
play together (5)

25 Auntie’s sortof curvaceous
(7)

DOWN
1 Corrects the finalpart ina
writtenwork(5)

2 Thishead isbright (3)
3 There isvery little in the letter
(4)

4 They’re forputtingon
vegetables (6)

5 Roundedupbutnot rounded
off (8)

6 Hehasearthlypossessions
(9)

7 It’snogoodbyall accounts
(3,4)

11 Traveller innitrategetsnew
order (9)

13 Acollectionof letters (8)
14 Bill-toppingnameinWild
Westshow(7)

16 Fruitwith thetopoff is still
fruit (6)

19 Tree level (5)
20 Pictureheld firmin frame
(4)

23 Shecanprovidea formof aid
(3)

ARIES(Mar21-Apr20)
Youhavebeen
treadingonyour
partner’s toes right,
left and centre.

Today’s splendidMoon
reveals that you cannowtalk
to everyone,makeup,
forgive and forget. Theonus,
though, is onyoumore than
anyoneelse. Take the lead
whenever you see that peace
is needed.

TAURUS(Apr21-May21)
Yourastrological
cyclesbringnew
beginningsof asort
everymonth.

Today’sparticularpattern
suggests freshstartsathome,
but it seemsas if there isnot
enoughtimetomakebestuse
of certainhelpful
developments.Actually, you
maybesavedagreatdealof
hassleasaresult.

GEMINI (May22- June21)
TheMoon is aligned
withyour sign
today, so take
advantageof all

pleasant andhelpful
developments. Theone
negativeplanetary influence
will encourageyou togo
for a financial risk - thebest
bets are connected toboats,
the seaside, the arts
or fashion.

CANCER(June22- July23)
Youcan’t live in the
past forever, and
yousimplyhaveto
cutouta lotof dead

wood,but justhowyoudo it is
anothermatter.Youmay
searchyour imagination for
therightanswers,but realise
that thebestmaybethemost
unusual -abreakwith
traditionperhaps?

LEO(July24-Aug23)
Courage. Youhave
everything togain
andnothing to lose
by jumping in at the

deepend. In fact, otherpeople
will probably lendyoua
helpinghand, though inways
that youat first fail to
recognise.Oh, andeven the
occasionalmistakewill help
you sharpenupyour act.

VIRGO(Aug24-Sep23)
Onething it is
possible tosayat the
moment is thatyou
haveachoice, that

somehowhomeor family life
mustbethe inspiration for
your ideas,but thatworkor
public life ismostemotionally
fulfilling.Theprecisesituation
willbecomeclearerby
nextweek.

LIBRA(Sep24-Oct23)
Youmayhave seen
enoughanddone
enough fornow,
andyoucouldwell

feel that it’s time to let
matters slide. Andwhynot?
It’s a finemoment to attend to
yourself andyourownvery
worthwhile fantasies.Dream
a little. Younever know, you
might comeupwith aplan for
the future.

SCORPIO(Oct24-Nov23)
Thechanceof a
financial choice is
nowlookingpretty
powerful, although

italso looksas if youwillmake
amealoutof optionswhichare
in fact seriously trivial. In the
longrun itmaynotmatter
whichwayyou jump.What
reallycounts isyourpurity
ofheart.

SAGITTARIUS(Nov24-Dec22)
Youhavebeen
ruledbyyourhead
rather thanyour
heart.However,

deeper feelings come into
play today, perhapsprompted
bya close encounter of the
intense andemotional kind.
You’ll need tohaveall your
wits about you if you’re to
figureoutwhat someoneelse
is reallyup to.

CAPRICORN(Dec23- Jan20)
Venusnowreviews
itsdramatic
relationshipwith
Jupiter,but the

resultsare likely tobeasclear
asmud!Themoreyouthink
youknowyour feelings, the
furtheryouare likely todrift
fromreality.This is fine if you
arehappytoabandon
yourresponsibilities.

AQUARIUS(Jan21-Feb19)
Itdoesn’tmatter
whetheryoustart
thedayrackedby
tensionor

completely laidback.
Whateveryour individual
startingpoint, theMoonwill
leadyoutogreater relaxation,
sopleasedon’t takeon
additionalburdens.Allyou
havetodo is learnhowto
say ’no’.

PISCES(Feb20-Mar20)
It’s time to think. By
that I don’tmean
that you should
escape into

your fantasies andavoid real
life. Imean that you should
face the facts, takedecisions
andbe totally clearwith
otherpeople about your
intentions. That’s no less than
partnersdeserve.

S
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DifficultyLevel5s
Instructions
TosolveaSudokupuzzle,
everydigitfrom1to9
mustappear ineachofthe
nineverticalcolumns, in
eachoftheninehorizontal
rowsandineachofthe
nineboxes.

DifficultyLevel
1s=Veryeasy;2s=Easy;
3s=Medium;4s=Hard;
5s=VeryHard;6s=
Genius
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Givenbelowarefour jumbledwords.Solvethejumblestomakeproperwordsandmovethemto
therespectivesquaresbelow.Selecttheletters intheshadedsquaresandjumblethemtoget
theanswerforthegivenquip.
Thereisstillnocureforthe_______.-JohnGlenn(6,8)

SOLUTION:RAZOR,INTRO,DICTUM,HUMBLY
Answer:Thereisstillnocureforthecommonbirthday.-JohnGlenn

RZAOR ITUCDM

RINOT LUBHMY

SolutionsCrossword4250:Across:1Benedict,5Tsar,9Notes,10Timeoff,11
Cornerstones,13Ladies,14Option,17Unfairchoice,20Offbeat,21Exits,22Yo-yo,
23Meatless.Down:1Bank,2Netcord,3Disinherited,4Caters,6Spoon,7Refusing,
8Emptyprotest,12Illusory,15Incline,16Scythe,18Fifty,19Isis.

JUMBLEDWORDS

OVERTHEHEDGE byMichael Fry&TLewis

CALVIN&HOBBES byBillWatterson

MARVIN byTomArmstrong

DAYTODAY BYPETERVIDAL
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DENMARK’S NEWEST doubles shuttler
Clara Graversen has a unique sponsor. He
isa55-year-oldDanishmusician-cum-en-
tertainer and an internet celebrity.
Popularly called Chili Klaus, the much-
beardedClausPilgaard is known forhis vi-
ral videos in which he goes around the
world tastinghotpungentchillipeppers in
the companyof other famouspeople.
In Denmark, a country where passion

forpastries is asmuchan icebreakeras the
gushingadoration fora long lineof smash-
ing shuttlers, food and badminton have a
symbioticrelationship.TheDanishnational
badminton squads are funded by well-
known butter biscuit makers. Five years
ago, a competingbrandgot into thedough
mix, leading to ahigh-profile player revolt
inwhat's called ‘cookiewars’.
Clara,19, risinguptherankswithfellow

teen partner Natasja Antoniesen, debuted
atOdense'sDenmarkOpen thisweek. She
made a few heads turn with the unusual
sponsor tag on her shirt. Chili Klaus was a
departure fromthedessertduopolyofbad-
mintonbackers.
Talking to The Indian Express about her

all-season Santa Claus, Clara says: “My
mother was Klaus's hairdresser once and
they've known each other for a very long
time. Well, I just asked if he wanted to
sponsor me and he agreed. His ex-wife
Jette (Torp, also a musician) and he have
always been very supportive and follow
my career.”

Instant recognition
Clarabelieveshersponsor'snamedraws

instant recognition and might find her
some added attention. “It's an interesting
sponsor for sure and it's a funny one be-
cause I'm the only one sponsoredbyhim,”
she says.
“TheChiliKlausbrand isknownallover

the world so somewhere that gives me
someadvantagebecausepeople recognise
mysponsorandtheysay 'OhChiliKlaus,we
know him.' And in that way they perhaps
rememberme,” she adds.
While Clara constantly updates her

celebrity sponsor, she'swaiting to grow in
stature to invite him for her match some
day. “They always check up on how I've
doneandhowI'vebeen.ButKlaus isavery
busy man and he travels a lot. With chilli.

But also sometimes with music. It's diffi-
cult to findtimebut Iknowhesupportsme
a lot," shesays.ChiliKlausstartedwithgigs
as a bandmember of several Danish rock
bands. But it was his enduring love for
chilli—which he grows himself alongside
tasting themandbottling theminsauces—
thatmultiplied his fame.

Swipeof spice
Clara says she loves her swipe of spice,

butwill need to earn her spot on the chilli
eating show. “I like spicy food and I do like
chilliwithmyfoodbut I'veneverdonethat
chilli tasting with him before. The hottest
thing I've had is a sauce he made himself
with the Carolina Reaper (the spiciest on
theScoville scaleof hotnessof chilis). I just
mix it with my food and it's so hot that I
haven't really been eating thatmuchwith
it,” she says.
Clara started badminton at age 6 in

Aarhus accompanyingher sister. “Iwas al-
ways playing with her in the hall and just
decided to start myself,” she recalls.
Antoniesen is a close friendoff court.
“She'soneofmybest friendssoplaying

withhermeansa lot tome.Weareverydif-
ferentplayers, she'smainly in thebackand
I like to play in the front,” she explains.

Thetwogot intothedrawbecauseof the
severalwithdrawals.
“We just knew it was a huge opportu-

nity for us to come in and see how far we
are fromtheworld's best players andeven
though they all aren't here.We showed in
the first round (playingRussians),wehave
no pressure and we can just play and see
howmuchwecanteasethebetterplayers,”
she said.
Besides Clara's eye-catching sponsor

logo, theothernoticeableaspectof thepair
is theirpearldanglers. "Theearringsareac-
tually frommymother’s salonandshesells
them. Both of us really like those pearls so
weplay a lotwearing them," she says.
The close friends provided support to

each other during the pandemic break.
“At first, when Denmark was totally

locked down it was difficult to stay moti-
vatedbutNatasjaandmefacetimeda lot to
keepmotivationup.Whenwecould finally
getbackoncourtwehadmissed it somuch
thatwewantedtoplayevenmorethanbe-
fore. It was good to miss it like we did. It
meansmorenow.Togettoplay,"Clarasays.
Whiledevelopmental badminton is set

to struggle throughout the world with
funding cuts in junior programmes, Carla
is grateful for her chilli-biting benefactor.

Danish shuttler’s benefactor
is a chilli-tastingmusician
DoublesshuttlerClaraGraversengetsauniquesponsor—a55-year-oldinternet
celebrity—knownforhisviralvideosinwhichhetastespungentchillipeppers

(Fromleft):ClaraGraversenmadeafewheadsturnwiththeunusualsponsortagonhershirtat
theDenmarkOpen;AscreengrabfromChiliKlaus’sYoutubechannel. BadmintonPhoto.com

HardikPandya isyet tobowl intheongoing IndianPremierLeagueashe is
recovering fromaback injury. BCCI

With Hardik not bowling,
Saini likely to get the nod
for Tests in Australia
DEVENDRAPANDEY
MUMBAI,OCTOBER15

INDIAISlikelytobewithoutHardikPandya,
Bhuvneshwar Kumar and Ishant Sharma
whenitdefendstheBorder-GavaskarTrophy
at the end of the year. It will be the team’s
first international assignment sinceMarch,
but selectors and teammanagement have
been left sweatingover theirpaceattack.
Kumar,who is suffering from injuries to

thehipand thigh, isunlikely tobe fit for the
series;Sharma,whoinjuredhisribcage, isa
doubtfulstarteraswell;andPandyaisyetto
bowl in the ongoing Indian Premier League
ashe isalso recovering fromaback injury.
Kumar and Sharma have been injured

during the IPL.NavdeepSaininowseemsto
beashoe-infortheTestseriesthatislikelyto
start in December though other spots also
remain vacant. India is likely to play three
T20IsandasmanyODIs tobegin the tour.
“His[Pandya’s]bodycan’ttakethelonger

version at the moment, he is fine for the
shorter versions though,” a source in the
board said. With injuries to Kumar and
Sharma forcing the selectors’ hand, the de-
baterevolvesaroundPandya’savailabilityas
anall-rounder in theTests.
It is learnt thathehaschangedhisbowl-

ingactionandisbeingmonitoredbyformer
India pacer Zaheer Khan at the Mumbai
Indiansfranchise.TheBarodaall-rounderun-
derwent back surgery in London last year.
ButtheargumentagainstPandyaisthatifhe

isn’tbowlingeveninIPL,hecan’tbeexpected
to shoulder the load in Tests. The frontrun-
ners in the pace attack remain Jasprit
BumrahandMohammedShami,withSaini
as the thirdseamer.
There has been a delay in the selection

committee meeting to pick the squad as
CricketAustraliahasn’tsentthefinalitinerary
yet.However,BCCIisexpectingthemtodoso
thisweek.TheBCCIwantssomerelaxationin
quarantinerules.Theyarereadytoadhereto
the 14-day quarantine regulation, butwant
training facilities to be used by players after
sevendaysof isolationinAustralia.
The players will fly to Australia from

Dubai on completion of the IPL, while the
supportstaffarelikelytoreachDownUnder
by the end of thismonth. The board is also
planningtoarrangeafewpracticegamesfor
Test specialists Cheteshwar Pujara and
HanumaVihariinDubai.Thetwoarenotpart
of any IPL team and will be heading to
Australia without any real competitive
games.

BhuvneshwarKumarandIshant
Sharmahavebeeninjured
duringtheIPL.NavdeepSaini
nowseemstobeashoe-infor
theTestseries that is likely to
start inDecemberthoughother
spotsalsoremainvacant.

BRIEFLY
Srikanthsailsinto
DenmarkOpen
quarter-finals
Odense: Back in action after a seven-
month longcoronavirus-forcedbreak,
ace Indian shuttler Kidambi Srikanth
stormed into the quarterfinals of the
DenmarkOpenwithastraight-gamewin
over JasonAnthonyHo-Shue, hereon
Thursday.The fifthseed Indian took33
minutestogetthebetterofhisCanadian
opponent21-1521-14inthemen’ssin-
gles second roundmatchof theSuper
750tournament,theonlyeventhappen-
ing this year in Badminton World
Federation’scalendar.

Lovlinatestspositive
forcoronavirusmisses
flighttoItaly
NewDelhi: Two-timeworld champi-
onshipmedalwinning boxer Lovlina
BorgohainonThursday testedpositive
for coronavirus, hoursbefore shewas
abouttoboardaflighttoItalyalongwith
theIndiancontingentforatraining-cum-
competitiontrip.TheSportsAuthorityof
India(SAI)hadsanctionedaEuropetour
for16eliteIndianboxerforaperiodof52
days fromOctober toDecember.While
twoother boxers could not travel for
other reasons,Olympicquotawinner
Lovlinamissed it after contracting the
virus,followingavisittoherhometown
inAssamwhereshewenttoseeherail-
ingmother. "Double world champi-
onship bronze medallist boxer and
OlympicquotawinnerLovlinaBorgohain
has testedpositive forcoronavirus,"SAI
saidinastatement.

Mbappelatestrike
handsFrancea2-1
winoverCroatia
Zagreb:StarstrikerKylianMbappescored
late as France frustratedCroatia again,
winning a closely-contested UEFA
NationsLeaguematch2-1tostaylevelon
pointswithgroupleaderPortugal.Croatia
hasneverbeatenFrance, losing the last
NationsLeagueencounterandthe2018
WorldCupfinalbythesamescoreof4-2.
Itwasalsobeaten2-1inthe1998World
Cupsemifinals. After forwardAntoine
GriezmannputFranceaheadearly,mid-
fielderNikolaVlasicequalisedmidway
through the secondhalf. Croatiawas
starting togetontopwhenFrancesub-
stitutePaulPogba floatedoverasuperb
pass to LucasDigne,who volleyed to
Mbappemettheballonthebouncefrom
closerangeforhis16thgoal.AGENCIES
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At 156.22 kmph, Nortje
breaks IPL speed barrier
TUSHARBHADURI
OCTOBER 15

KNUCKLE BALLS, cross-seam deliveries,
slower bouncers and back-of-the-hand
stuff. Thesearesomeof theskillspacemen
have had to learn to contain marauding
batsmen in limited-overs cricket.
Twenty20 cricket is generally not good for
a fastbowler’s ego, as theyarenot allowed
to dictate terms.
But the 2020 Indian Premier League is

witnessing a refreshing change, and
Wednesday’s match between Delhi
CapitalsandRajasthanRoyalswasashining
example. The fast bowlers didn’t resort to
change of pace or line to deceive the bats-
men after being hit for a four or six. They
stuck to their strengths and, if anything,
tried to bowl quicker and targeting the
stumps. Jofra Archer, Anrich Nortje and
KagisoRabadashowedthatpace is still one
of themost precious currencies in cricket,
nomatter the length of the game.
If one looks at the teams struggling at

this moment – such as Chennai Super
Kings, Sunrisers Hyderabad and Kings XI
Punjab – they lack the extra dimension in
their attack that extremepace provides.

Plan A, plan B...Pace
Consider this: Nortje’s first delivery of

thenight, bowledat148kmph, is loftedby
Jos Buttler over long-on for a six. Far from
being disheartened, the South African
cranked his speed further, to 152.3 and
152.1 kmph, on the next twoballs.
The subsequent two deliveries show-

casedtheaudacityof T20battingasButtler
ramped them for boundaries, the second
onethefastestball (156.22kmph) in IPLhis-
tory. In the usual scenario, any bowler
would be at hiswit’s end. ButNortje stuck
to what he knows best and got rewarded
for it. A 155.4 kmph ball, straight and full
at the stumps, beat the Englishman’s at-
tempted hit down the ground and shat-
tered the stumps.
Therewere a fewmore 150+ kmphde-

liveries inNortje’s next over, andevenBen
Stokes and Steve Smith –whowouldhave
faced such extreme pace – knew better
than to take any chances. Nortje has
bowledthefive fastestdeliveries inthisedi-
tion, topping at 156.22 km per hour on

Wednesday.
But Nortje’s most crucial contribution

was still to come.With Royals needing 29
runs in three overs, the South African
speedsterheldhisnerveandcastledRobin
Uthappawith a yorker at the base of mid-
dle-and-leg stump, bowledat149.7kmph
as thebatsmantried tochargeat thepacer.
Nortje closed out his spell with a 151.6
kmph delivery as the 18th over went for
just four runs, including a bye, asmomen-
tum changed hands. Nortje’s effect on the
gamewas farmore thanhis figuresof 2/33
would suggest.
Rabada gave fewer runs and had per-

fectly respectable figures of 1/28 in four
overs, but looked distinctly pedestrian in
comparison to his compatriot.

Dale Steynheld the record for thepaci-
est delivery in the IPL before this season
(154.4 kmph), and is understandably de-
lightedwith the success his tribe is enjoy-
ing and theway they aremaking batsmen
squirmandhop.
“KG, Archer, Ana I’d have paid towatch

them live tonight. Fast bowling is strong,
and this competition is being dominated
by these beasts!” the legend, presently on
RCB’s books, tweeted after Wednesday’s
game.

Archer lightning quick too
The fastbowlingexhibitionhadstarted

earlier in the eveningwith Archermaking
the Delhi Capitals batsmen dance to his
tunes. He bowled Prithvi Shaw with one
that jagged back off the first ball of the
match, and reached a speed of 148 kmph
withhis seemingly lazy action, alliedwith
themovement he got. A seasoned profes-
sional like Ajinkya Rahane was made to
look all at sea in the third over before at-
tempting an ill-advised and ungainly pull
tobecaughtatmid-on.Archer reached151
kmph in thatover. Itmayhavebeenadvis-
able to give Archer another over at that
stage, but skipper Smithheldhimback for
thedeath. There toohekept thespeedgun
interested, while getting dangerman
Marcus Stoinis with his last ball. Archer’s
spell read3/19 andhedidn’t deserve to be
on the losing side in the end.

150kmph-plus, the new 140 ?
According to the IPL’s official website,

Nortje andArcher have combined to bowl
19 of the 20 fastest deliveries this season.
PatCummins is thethirdmaninthetop20,
havingbowledone at 151.7 kmph. In total,
after Wednesday’s game, the 150 kmph
mark has been reached 34 times.
A lineof thoughtsays thatas thepitches

get slower in thesecondhalf of the tourna-
ment, spinnerswill getmore joy,But those
who are quicker through the air may still
have enough to take the surface out of the
equation. Apart from DC and RR, other
teamsdoingwellhaveat leastoneexpress
bowler. Mumbai Indians have James
Pattinson, along with Jasprit Bumrah and
Trent Boult, while Royal Challengers
Bangalore have the impressive Navdeep
Saini in their ranks and Cummins is flying
the flag for Kolkata Knight Riders.

The26-year-oldeclipsedcompatriot
DaleSteyn’seffortof 154.40kmper
hourset in2012,clockinghisbest
effortof 156.22kph. BCCI

Punjabmake heavy
weather of simple chase
KingsXI scrapethroughoff the finalball to register their secondwin

SRIRAMVEERA
OCTOBER15

BANGALORE WERE 86 for 3 in the 11th
over but AB de Villiers didn’t walk out.
Instead, they opted for Shivam Dube and
with Virat Kohli too unable to accelerate,
the innings lost momentum. Chris Gayle
and KL Rahul took the chase of 172 to the
last overwhere they needed just two and
nearly choked against Yuzvendra Chahal
but Nicholas Pooran held his nerve to
launch the last ball for a six to secure only
their secondwin of the tournament. Both
have come against RCB.

Wherewas AB?
Thequestionthat lefteveryonescratch-

ing their heads was why didn’t de Villiers
come out to bat at the fall of Washington
Sundar in the11thover? It can’tbebecause
ofdeVilliers’supposedvulnerabilityagainst
the googly, even if he has been dismissed
seven times since IPL 2018 by it, and has a
strike rate of 100 against googlies. That
wouldbe insulting to theSouthAfricange-
niusevenifKingsXIPunjabhadtwoleggies
inMAshwinandRaviBishnoi.Orwas itbe-
cause of the clichéd right-left combination
theory? “It was for left hand-right hand
combination,”Kohlisaidlater.“Wehadadis-
cussion. They had two leggies. Sometimes,
decisionsyou takedon’t comeoff.”
In thepast, deVilliers’ partnershipwith

Kohli inthelastfourovershasbeeninsanely
productive, averaging 68 at a strike rate of
13.57 anover. To explode like that, though,
deVilliersneededtohaveafewballs toset-
tledown.
Dube before de Villiers was a negative

decision,especiallywhenmostoppositions
know how to tie up the left-hander.
Bangalore had to thank Chris Morris, who

provideda spectacular finish, slammingan
8-ball 25 and taking 24 runs, in collabora-
tion with Isuru Udana, off the last over
bowledbyMohammedShami.

Punjabchoke…almost
That was the only way they could have

lost this, especially after Bangalore’s best
bowlerChahalwentfor28runsintwoovers

and their second best,Washington Sundar
wastakenoutbyChrisGayle,playinghisfirst
game this IPL.
ButsincethisisPunjab,onecouldn’ttake

one’s eyes off the chase. They needed just
two in the final over fromChahal and after
two dot balls, Gayle dragged one to wide
long-onandeventhoughtherewasadiving
stop, theyranjustasingle.Rahulalmostcut
thefourthballstraightintothepointfielder’s
hands,andGaylehadawrysmilebeforethe
fifth ball. Hewas run out going for the im-
possibleandaspanicset inthedugout–did
Anil Kumble, the coach, ever look so tense
in his playing days? – Nicholas Pooran
charged out to just about clear long-on off
thefinalball. If itwasn’t forthesmallground
atSharjah,hewouldhavebeenout,butthen
hemightnothave tried it elsewhere.
BRIEF SCORES:Kings XI Punjab 177/2 (KL
Rahul61notout,ChrisGayle53)beatRoyal
Challengers171/6(ViratKohli48,M.Ashwin
2/23)by8wickets.

Inhis firstmatchof theseason,ChrisGaylescoreda45-ball53. BCCI

POINTS TABLE
Team Matches Won Lost NR Points
DC 8 6 2 0 12
MI 7 5 2 0 10
RCB 8 5 3 0 10
KKR 7 4 3 0 8
SRH 8 3 5 0 6
CSK 8 3 5 0 6
RR 8 3 5 0 6
KXIP 8 2 6 0 4

SYNOPSIS
Bangaloreerr inholdingbackAB,
Punjabdon’tchokedespitenervy
stumbleat theend.

FIVE FASTESTDELIVERIES
IN IPLHISTORY (KMPH):
AnrichNortje 156.2
AnrichNortje 155.2
AnrichNortje 154.7
DaleSteyn 154.4
KagisoRabada 154.2
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