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Top Bollywood producers move
HC for curbs on 2 news channels
Namedinlawsuit,editorsofRepublic,TimesNowhitback

SOFIAHSAN
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER12

THIRTY-EIGHTLEADINGcinema
associations and production
houses, including Karan Johar's
Dharma Productions, Ajay
Devgn Films, and those owned
by Salman Khan, Aamir Khan
and Shah Rukh Khan, on

Mondaymoved the Delhi High
Court against Republic TV and
TimesNowand their senior ed-
itors, seeking “perpetual and
permanent” injunction against
themfrommakingorpublishing
“irresponsible, derogatory and
defamatoryremarks”againstthe
filmindustryandthosepartof it.
The civil suit, filed via DSK

Legal, is against Republic TV, its

Editor-in-ChiefArnabGoswami
and Consulting Editor Pradeep
Bhandari; and, Times Now, its
Editor-in-Chief Rahul Shiv-
shankar, and Times Network
Group Editor, Navika Kumar.
Socialmediaplatformshavealso
beenaddedaspartiestothecase.
The petitioners have sought

thecourt’sinterventiontoensure
CONTINUEDONPAGE2

MEASURESTOBOOSTCONSUMPTION

Butexperts saydemandimpetuswill
besmall,needbiggerstimulus

SitharamaninNewDelhionMonday. PremNathPandey

PVAIDYANATHANIYER
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER12

JUST THREE DAYS ago, a con-
sumerconfidencesurveybythe
Reserve Bank of India said dis-
cretionary spending was ex-
pectedtoremainlowinthenear

future even
though peo-
ple expected
an improve-
ment not just
in economic
situation but

also in employment conditions
and income scenario. Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman’s
announcement onmeasures to
boost consumer spending is
clearly an acknowledgement
thatpeoplegoingoutandspend-
ing is key to a faster turnaround
of theeconomy.
But then, two things stand

out in the announcement: One,
CONTINUEDONPAGE2

DEEPTIMANTIWARY
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER12

AMIDTALKSwiththeChineseto
resolve the military standoff
along the Line of Actual Control
in Ladakh, Defence Minister
RajnathSinghsaidMondaythat
China and Pakistan have been
creatingborderdisputes“under
amission”.
Inaugurating44bridgesbuilt

bytheBorderRoadsOrganisation
(BRO)insevenborderstatesand
UnionTerritories, andsignalling
thestartofworkontheNechiphu
tunnel on the road to Tawang in
Arunachal Pradesh, Singh said,
“Youareawareofthesituationon
our eastern and northern bor-
ders. It appears as if border dis-
putes are being created under a

mission, first by Pakistan and
nowevenChina.”
“The two countries share

7,000 kmof borderwith us and
ofteninsomesectorortheother,
there is tension. Despite such
problems, the nation, under the
able and visionary leadership of

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

MANISHSAHU
LUCKNOW,OCTOBER12

THEFAMILYmembersof the19-
year-oldDalitwoman,whodied
afterbeingassaultedandallegedly
gangraped by four upper-caste
meninHathras,toldtheLucknow
benchoftheAllahabadHighCourt
onMonday that the district ad-
ministration carriedouther cre-
mation“againsttheirwishes”.
“Her family told the court

that thecremationwasdoneby
theHathrasdistrict administra-
tion against their wishes,” said
senior advocate Jaideep Narain
Mathur,whowasappointedam-
icus curiae in thecase.
“In his statement, Hathras

District Magistrate Praveen
KumarLaxkar told thecourt that

theyhadinputsaboutahugelaw
and order problem the next
morning, followingwhich they
tookthedecisiontocarryoutthe
cremation.TheDistrictMagistrate
deniedhaving sought anydirec-
tion from Lucknow or got any
guidancefromLucknowinthede-
cisionregardingthecremation.He
told the court that the decision
wastaken(byofficials)locally,in-
cludinghim,”saidMathur.
A PTI report quoted Seema

Kushwaha,counselforthefamily
members, as saying that they
wantedthecasetobetransferred
out of the state. “The family
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Singhat the inaugurationof
thebridgesonMonday.ANI

Cremation against
our wishes, Hathras
victim’s family to HC

GARGIVERMA
BASTAR,OCTOBER12

LESSTHAN4kmfromthe road-
sidememorial to the victims of
the 2013 Maoist attack in
Chhattisgarh’s JhiramGhati lies
a giant sal, its full 150 feet
sprawled on the forest floor. Off
theroadthatwinds throughthe
jungle,severalsmallandbigtrees
bear signs of recent hacking.On
October 5, at least 108 trees in
thisforestwerefelledtobuildthe
chariot that is traditionally used
duringtheDussehrafestivitiesin
Bastar, localpeoplesaid.
Trees in the area around

Jhiram Ghati were cut for this

year’s celebrations because the
village custodians of another
patchof forest some5kmaway
asthecrowflies,whichhassup-
pliedthechariot’stimberforthe
past 20 years, decided to no
longerallowthepractice.
On September 1, the gram

sabha of Kakalgud resolved
they would not give any more
trees from the forest around
their village.
“The1,000-oddacresof jun-

gle around our village is called
GadiyaMalaang.Thenamewas
given by our forefathers be-
cause it was full of sal trees,”
said Rambati, a former
sarpanch of Kakalgud — “gadh
(home or bastion in the local

language) tha unka”.
Foryears, trees fromthe for-

est were cut for the Dussehra
chariot of Jagdalpur, Rambati
said.Anothervillager,Ramuram
(30), said, “Weapplied for com-
munity forest rights in2017,but
we never heard back from the
government. But we do know
thatwecantakedecisionsabout
ourpartoftheforest.Wewillnot
let any treesbecut.”
Sadhu (28) said thevillagers

hadsubmittedalettertothecol-
lector of the district. They had
tried “everything”, he said, but
alltheygotfromgovernmentof-
ficialswas talk about “right and
wrong,traditionanddisrespect”.
Bhagwan, one of the village

elders locally referred to as
‘siyaan’,describedhowthetree-
fellingtraditioncametobe.“The
royalhouse (of Bastar) assigned
each village specific tasks for
Dussehra. For the cutting of
trees, seven villageswere iden-
tified,fromwherepeoplewould
gather at GadiyaMalaang, and
thetreeswouldbecut.Thetradi-
tion continued even after the
royalswerenolongerthere,asa
formof respect to theking.”
However,“respectshouldnot

becomeacausefordestruction”,
Bhagwan said. “The village has
unanimouslydecidedtonotgive
thetrees.Wearenotdisrespect-
ing tradition, andare still giving
rope,whichtoowasassignedto

us longago.”
Inthefaceofthevillagers’de-

cision, theDussehra committee
of Bastar decided to respect the
boundariesofthevillage,andcut
trees fromadifferentpartof the
forest — around Jhiram Ghati.
There, villagers of Kakalgud
pointed to at least 10 smaller,
leaner trunks of sal lying aban-
donedbytheroad. “Thesmaller
treetrunksarenotevencounted,
somanyof themareusedasjust
levers(topulldownandrollbig-
ger trees),” Sadhusaid.
Thehuge150-footsalwasnot

taken away apparently because
the trunk’s corewas found tobe
hollow. But Kakalgud’s villagers
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ResidentsofKakalgudinBastarhaveresolvednot to letany
of thetreesaroundtheirvillagebecut.GargiVerma

Familymembersof theHathrasvictimarriveat theHigh
Court, inLucknowonMonday.Vishal Srivastav

To save their trees, Bastar’s tribals stand up to tradition
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Bid to put
money in
hand, then
tying it too

GST deadlock on, Centre says can
enable borrowing for Option 1 states

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER12

THE STANDOFF between
Opposition-ruledstatesandthe
Centre over compensation
shortfall in Goods and Services
TaxcontinuedattheGSTCouncil
meeting Monday with both
sidesfailingtoarriveataconsen-

sus on the borrowing options
madeavailable.
TheCentrestateditsintentto

facilitate borrowing under
Option 1 — Rs 1.1 lakh crore
througha specialwindowfacil-
itated by the RBI and Finance
Ministry—for the21states that
agreed to this route while the
other states termed theprocess
as illegal.

Stating that borrowing by
the Centre will lead to a rise in
G-sec yields and borrowing
costs for states and the private
sector, Union FinanceMinister
Nirmala Sitharaman said that
borrowing falls under Article
293of theConstitution,andit is
“a state’s right to decide what
theywant todo”.
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VolunteerspackCovid-19kits forpollofficers, inPatnaMonday.ANI DECISION2020PAGE9
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In pandemic, Centre waved
red flag on trafficking, but key

states yet to take action
FromUPtoMaharashtra,Chhattisgarhto Jharkhand,
eightstates fall short insettingupanti-traffickingunits

DIPANKARGHOSE
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER12

THREE MONTHS ago, the
MinistryofHomeAffairssentan
advisorytoallstateslayingdown
several markers to combat hu-
man trafficking — especially of
childrenfromfamiliesleft inthe
lurch by the economic distress
triggered by the lockdown. The
key, it said, was the creation of
Anti Human Trafficking Units
(AHTUs) in every district on a
“mosturgentbasis”.
But official records investi-

gatedbyTheIndianExpressshow
thateightstates, includingCovid
hotspots UP andMaharashtra,
andJ&Kareyettoputtheseunits
inplace.
In fact, records show,UPand

Maharashtraareamongsixstates
inthisgroupthathavenotreached
abasicnormfirstmappedoutten
yearsago:setupAHTUsinatleast
50per centof policedistricts.UP
hadonly35units for75districts,
andMaharashtrajust12for36dis-
tricts.
And, except for J&K and

Jharkhand, theotherson the list

—UP,Maharashtra,Chhattisgarh,
Haryana,Uttarakhand,Mizoram
andNagaland—havenot set up
a single unit sinceMarch,when
the lockdownwas imposed.
This inaction by the states is

glaringascasesof child traffick-
inghavesurgedoverthisperiod.
OnMonday, The Indian Express
reported that officialsmanning
Childline’s 1098, the national
helplinefordistresscalls,tracked
1.92 lakh interventions by res-
cuersandlawagenciesbetween
March and August. In those six
months, the helpline logged 27
lakhdistress calls.
The HomeMinistry’s letter,

signedbyDeputySecretaryArun
Sobti and dated July 6, warned:
“Traffickersoftenexploitthevul-
nerabilitiesofpeoplebymaking
falsepromisesof anewjob,bet-
ter income, better living condi-
tions and support to their fami-
lies, etc.While suchpromises of
perpetratorsappearlegitimateto
people, unfortunately itmakes
manymen,womenandchildren
easypreyforexploitation.”
It also indicatedtoDGPsand

Chief Secretaries that lack of
funds can no longer be used as
anexcuse.
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COVIDABUSE—2

PART3: SOURCE TO
DESTINATION:WHAT
NEEDS TOBEDONE

BUSINESS AS USUAL

BYUNNY

SUNNYVERMA&
AANCHALMAGAZINE
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER12

TO STIMULATE growth in the
economy, the government on
Mondayannouncedatwinsetof
measurestoboostconsumption
demand and capital expendi-
ture, which alongwith partici-
pation of the private sector, are
estimated to result in quick
spendingofmorethanRs1lakh
crorebyMarch-end.
Through the Leave Travel

Concession (LTC) voucher
scheme,whichcanbeavailedby
privatesectoremployeesaswell,
and a festival advance for gov-
ernmentemployees,theFinance
Ministry has tried to advance
consumption of non-essential,
relatively high-value goods and
services in theeconomy.
Likeintheearlierlegof itsre-

liefpackageinMay, theseriesof
announcements made by the
Finance Ministry on Monday
continuedwiththebasicdesign
of leveragingadegreeof stimu-
lus withminimal fiscal cost to
theexchequer.
Announcing the package,

Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman said supply con-
straints in the economy had
eased over recentmonths, but
consumerdemandremainedaf-
fected — and these measures
were aimed at advancing con-
sumer spending and capex in a
“fiscally prudent way”. Capital
expenditure steps are “directly
linked to increase in economic
output (GDP), given their high
multipliereffect”, shesaid.
Some economists argued

thattheamountsweretoosmall
to have anymeaningful impact
on economic growth, and that
therewas no additional spend-
ing push from the government
itself. In response to a query,
DepartmentofEconomicAffairs
Secretary TarunBajaj said these
measureswouldnotrequireany
extra borrowing by the central
government.
AnadditionalRs25,000crore

is beingprovided for capital ex-
penditure on roads, defence in-
frastructure,watersupply,urban
development, anddomestically
produced capital equipment.
Thisisexpectedtocomethrough
re-allocationof resources.
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PROJECTED
CONSUMPTION/
CAPEX BOOST
LTCvoucher 28,000
scheme

Festival 8,000
advance
scheme

Centreand 37,000
statecapex

Est.private 28,000
sectorspend

TOTAL 1,01,000

Figures inRscr

Govt targetsRs 1 lakh cr spendbyMarch-end,
announces newLTCvoucher, festival advance

Covid-time demand
helps whittle down
FCI grain stocks
HARISHDAMODARAN
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER12

COVID-19MAYhave unleashed
all-roundeconomicdevastation,
but has also turned into an op-
portunityforwhittlingdownthe
FoodCorporationof India’s(FCI)
massivegrainmountain.
At68.49milliontonnes(mt),

thetotalwheatandricestocksin
theCentralpool asonOctober1
stoodwaybelowtherecord97.27
mt at the start of June. The gap
between the current and year-
ago stocks, too, has narrowed
down fromover 15mt to 1.5mt
betweenJune1andOctober1.

Muchofthisinventorydraw-
down is the result of the
NarendraModigovernment’sef-
forts at disposing of surplus
foodgrains — including by dis-
tributing these free under the
Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan
AnnaYojana (PMGKAY).
As against an overall grain

offtake of 65.91mt frompublic
godowns in 2018-19 and 62.19
mtin2019-20,theModigovern-
menthasmadeanaggregateal-
location of 94.72mt for this fis-
cal.Thatincludes55.24mtunder
theTargetedPublicDistribution
System(orTDPS,whichentitles
beneficiaryfamiliestoamonthly
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SETTINGUP
ANAHTU
AnAntiHuman
TraffickingUnit includes:
POLICE:1 Inspector,2
Sub-Inspectors,2Head
Constables,2Constables
STATEGOVT:Whenre-
quired,1 representative
each fromthedepart-
mentsofWomenand
ChildDevelopment,
HealthandFamily
Welfare, andLabourand
Employment, apart from
aprosecutionmember
andacounsellingexpert
Source:MinistryofHomeAffairs
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Pak, China are
creating border
disputes under a
mission: Rajnath

New Delhi
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Govt target
Specialassistancewillbepro-

vided to states in the formof in-
terest-free 50-year loans of Rs
12,000 crore,which canbeused
onlyforcapexpurposes,withcer-
tainconditions.
“It(thepackage)willhelpalit-

tle bit on the demand side, but
amounts are very small... There
will be somedemand impetus,
but howmuch itwill be, I don’t
know.ItwillbeverysmallIguess...
AlsotheRs12,000crore,whendi-
videdamongallthestates,comes
to nothing,” Pronab Sen, former
ChiefStatisticianof India,said.
“Thisisreallynotthestimulus

that is required.Nowweneeda
muchstrongerstimulus.This in-
volvesvirtuallynoadditionalex-
penditureforthecentralgovern-
ment.After all, somebodyhas to
make the additional expendi-
ture,”Sensaid.
Sitharaman argued steps

werebeingtakenkeepinginmind
that these “mustnotburden the
commoncitizenwith future in-
flation”, and “must not put gov-
ernment debt on anunsustain-
ablepath”.
Centralgovernmentemploy-

eeswill beprovided taxbenefits
onLTCcomponentwithouthav-
ingtoactuallytravel.Theemploy-
eeswould be required to spend
three times the LTC fare compo-
nent to purchase items that at-
tract 12% or more Goods and
ServicesTax (GST).What this ef-
fectivelymeansisthatifyourfare
component of LTC is Rs 40,000,
youneedtospendRs1.2 lakhon
goodsthatfall inthe12%ormore
GSTslabinordertosavetaxonRs
40,000.
As for the leave encashment

componentofLTC,theemployee
will have to spendanequivalent
amount towards purchase of
goods that attractGST of 12%or
more.
Through the LTC consump-

tionboost plan, thegovernment
expects ademandgenerationof
Rs28,000 crore in the economy.
While it expects additional de-
mand creation of around Rs
19,000 crore on account of de-
mand fromcentral government
employees, another Rs 9,000
croreisestimatedfromstategov-
ernmentemployees.Privatesec-
toremployeescanalsoavailofthis
scheme.
“The AtmaNirbhar package

thatwas announced earlier ad-
dressedtherequirementofessen-
tialgoodsforneedysectionsofthe
society.Nowthesemeasuresaim
at promoting consumption of
high-value items by those em-
ployeeswhose salaries and jobs
havenotbeenaffectedbyCovid-
19 pandemic,” a senior Finance
Ministryofficialsaid.
Sincemost employees have

not been able to travel after the
startof pandemic, theshiftingof
theLTCbenefitisexpectedtogen-
erate demand elsewhere, al-
though itmay impact the travel
and tourism industry—where
demand has already been se-
verelydented—negatively.
Under the festival advance

scheme, all central government
employeeswill get interest-free
advanceofRs10,000thatwillbe
recoveredin10instalments.Itwill
be given in the form of a pre-
loadedRuPaycardoftheadvance
value.Thegovernmentexpectsto
disburseRs4,000croreunderthe
schemebyMarch31.

According to the Finance
Ministry,ifallstatesprovidesim-
ilar advances, another Rs 8,000
croreislikelytobedisbursed.

Money in hand
muchofit(theconsumerspend-
ing part) is front-loading of ex-
penditure, or in otherwords, re-
purposing of government
spending,andthesizeoftheover-
all package is nothingmuch to
talkhomeabout(comparedwith
thePrimeMinister’sGaribKalyan
Yojana and the AtmaNirbhar
Bharat package); and, two, by
specifying how and where to
spend, the FinanceMinistry just
doused any excitement among
the35 lakh-oddCentral govern-
mentemployees,andalmosten-
suredansub-optimumoutcome
intermsof itsimpactongrowth.
Theheadlinenumberslooked

good: total Rs 73,000 crore de-
mand infusion, of which Rs
36,000 crore is additional de-
mand fromconsumer spending,
andthebalanceRs37,000croreis
additionalCentralandstatecapi-
tal expenditure. But in terms of
additionalfiscalspending,itisjust
0.2percentofGDP.
It is also interestinghow the

government chose to package a
largesse to its own employees
during times of Covid-induced
fiscalandeconomicstress.While
announcing themeasures, the
FinanceMinistersaid,“They(gov-
ernment employees) need tobe
incentivized to contribute to the
revivalofdemandforthebenefit
of thelessfortunate.”
Butwill the35lakh-oddgov-

ernment employees spend the
money given themany restric-
tionstheministryhasproposed?
Allowingpaymentof cash in

lieu of Leave Travel Concession
(LTC)entitlementforthe2018-21
block(airorrailfareplusleaveen-
cashment for 10 days), the
FinanceMinistrysaidemployees
must buy goods and services
worththreetimesthefare(airor
raildependingontheirslabs)and
asmuchastheleaveencashment.
Theymustdo itbeforeMarch31
next year, and further theymust
spend only in goods attracting
GSTof12percentormorefroma
GST-registered vendor through
digitalmode.Theywillalsohave
toproducetheGSTinvoiceforthe
goodsorservicespurchased.
The strategic intent seems to

bedirectspendingtowardsitems
forwhichdemandhadslumped
during the period of lockdown.
Butthismaydefeatthelargerpur-
pose of reviving demand. “The
choice or decision of how to
spendandwheretospendisbest
left in the hands of the con-
sumer…This is not really a cash
transfer,it’stheirentitlementthat
isbeingpaidinadvance.True,the
government isbeingsensitive to
the conditions that during the
pandemic,peoplemaynottravel,
but by specifying conditions, it
may endupholding themback
fromspending,”saidaseniorgov-
ernment official, who did not
wishtobenamed.
The capital expenditure for

the Centre and stateswill cer-
tainly help, given themultiplier
effect of spending in infrastruc-
tureprojects,andits impactover
the longer-term. “But this is too
smalltomakeanymeaningfuldif-
ference.Theeconomycontracted
23.9 per cent in the April-June
quarterthisfinancialyear,andthe
RBIhasestimatedGDPfor2020-

21willcontract9.5percent.Only
bigfiscalinterventionbythegov-
ernment in the infrastructure
space or direct support to those
who lost jobs during the pan-
demic can bemeaningful,” an-
other policy expertwhoadvises
thegovernmentsaid.

GST deadlock
“No consensus has been ar-

rived on options presented to
states inmeeting theGST com-
pensation shortfall...While con-
cluding,IsaidthatwhileIrespect
thereisnounanimity,Iaskedthe
Councilwhethermembers can
stopothermembers fromdoing
what theywant to do. Can the
Council stop a member from
wanting to borrow and say the
cesswill repay thatborrowing?”
Sitharamansaid.
“Weareopentoanyonewho

wantsus to facilitate any loan...a
lot of people have already said
aboutOption 1, today also they
saidweare approaching tomor-
rowmorning, soweare ready to
dealwithit,”shesaid.
TheOpposition-ruled states

objected to the process, with
Kerala FinanceMinister Thomas
Isaac saying that the announce-
ment that 21 states will be al-
lowedtochooseOption1is“ille-
gal”. “Option one involves
defermentofcompensationpay-
mentbeyond5yearsforwhicha
Council decision is necessary as
per AG’s opinion. No such deci-
sion has been made in the
Council,”IsaacpostedonTwitter.
“It isunfortunatethatUnion

FMdoesnotproposeadecision
in the Council or evenmake a
statement (about)what she is
goingtodobutchoosestomake
theannouncement in thepress
conference.WhydoestheCentre
refuse to take a decision in
Council? Total disregard for
democraticnorms,”hewrote.
Punjab Finance Minister

Manpreet SinghBadal said that
10 opposing states asked for a
dispute resolutionmechanism
and formation of a Group of

Ministers on the issue, but there
wasnoagreementatthemeeting.
Sitharamansaidtherearedif-

ferences but they cannot be
termedasadispute.“Therewas-
n’t any battle there. The GST
Councilisaveryrespectedfederal
institution. A lot of discussions
happen, definitely there can be
differences. Butwhereunanim-
ityisnotthere,thatdoesn’tmean
there is going to be a dispute...I
havealso saidwhoeverwants to
talk,pleasetalk,”shesaid.
The reluctance to term the

compensation issue as adispute
stems from the concern that
statesmay use it as a stepping
stone for activating the dispute
resolutionmechanismandafur-
therlegalchallenge,aseniorstate
governmentofficialsaid.

Rajnath
PrimeMinisterNarendraModi,is
not just dealingwith these chal-
lengeswithgreatdetermination,
but also bringing about crucial
changesinallsectors,”hesaid.
The bridges in J&K (10),

Ladakh(8),HimachalPradesh(2),
Punjab (4), Uttarakhand (8),
ArunachalPradesh(8)andSikkim
(4)werededicated to thenation
bySinghatavirtualconference.
Hesaidthesebridgeswill help

in themovement of ration and
military equipment for security
forcespostedinremoteborderar-
eas even during winter when
heavysnowfalloftencutsoffsup-
ply lines.Hesaidthebridgeswill
alsoeasethelifeofciviliansliving
inremoteborderareas.
“These roads arenot only for

strategicneeds, but theyalso re-
flect equal participation of all
stakeholdersinthedevelopment
of thenation,”Singhsaid.
HecomplimentedtheBROfor

workingtirelesslyevenduringthe
pandemic.
“Every sector of the country,

fromagriculture and industry to
oursecuritysystem,hasbeenim-
pactedbyCovid-19...TheBROhas
continuedoperationsintheNorth
Eastern states, Uttarakhand,

HimachalPradeshandtheUnion
Territories of Jammu&Kashmir,
and Ladakh. TheBROcontinued
itsworkwhileensuringthatsnow
clearanceisnotdelayedatremote
locations,”hesaid.
“Iamhappytoknowthatover

2200kmof roadshavebeen cut
by the BROduring the last two
years, using the latest technolo-
gies, and state-of-the-art equip-
ment.Also,surfacingwascarried
outonabout4200kmof roads,”
hesaid.
Amid the border standoff

with China, India is expediting
workonseveral keyprojects, in-
cluding a strategic road linking
DarchainHimachalPradeshwith
Ladakh that will criss-cross a
number of high-altitude snow-
bound passes. The nearly 290-
km-long roadwill be crucial for
the movement of troops and
heavyweaponryintothefrontier
bases of the Ladakh region, and
will provide a crucial link to the
Kargilregion.
Singhalsolaidthefoundation

stoneof the strategically impor-
tantNechiphutunnelontheroad
toTawanginArunachalPradesh.
This 450metre, two-lane tunnel
will ensure all-weather connec-
tivity,besidesprovidingsafeand
securepassagethroughaccident-
proneareas.

Bastar’s tribals
believe it was strong and had
manyyearstolive.
“Salgrowsslowly,andthistree

hadgrownfordecades.Wewor-
shipthesetrees,andtoseethem
destroyed is painful,” Ramuram
said. Sukaru, oneof theyounger,
college-going villagers, said, his
voicerisinginagitation:“Theycut
thetreesandleavethemtorotor
shrink if theyarenot to their lik-
ing.Theydamagetreebarks,up-
root small, lean trees, and leave
thembytheroad.Whyshouldwe
allowour junglestosuffer inthis
way?”
Tribal activist ArjunNag ex-

plainedthedeepemotionalcon-
nect that tribal people feelwith

theforest:“Theyhaveco-existed
forsolong,otherwisewewould-
n’t have the jungles in the first
place.Theadivasitakesonlywhat
he needs, and ensures that it is
givenbacktothejungle.Thecom-
mittee has been cutting trees
aroundKakalgud for years, but
hasnotplantedasingletreeyet.”
OnOctober5,whenthetree-

cutters came in their 23 trucks,
thevillagersofKakalgudwereout
ontheroad.Localofficialshadas-
sured them that their forest
wouldnot be touched, and that
treeswouldbe taken fromelse-
where—but the villagerswere
still fearful.
“Wedecidedtofollowtheve-

hicles.Formorethaneighthours,
everyman, woman, and child
stood on the road, covering our
forest,waiting to seehowmany
trees theywouldcarryawaythis
time,” Rambati said. In the end,
theycountedthetrunksofmore
thanahundredtrees.
At Jagdalpur, more than 50

men from two villages in
Bakawandblockwere labouring
on theDussehra chariot. One of
them,BaldevBhagatofJharumar
inBastar,said:“Thisyearwehave
beenbrought towork four days
late, because the treeswere cut
late. We are working day and
nightonastrictdeadline.”
Bhagat has another concern.

“Traditionally,wearenotpaidfor
thiswork.Wearefedandgivena
placetosleep,andattheend,the
entire villagemight get a goat or
afewhundredrupees.ButIneed
money formy children’s school
fees.Why can’twebe compen-
satedforbeingpartofthisbigtra-
dition?”heasked.
Nag,whohas beenworking

with Bastar’s tribals for many
years, said: “Aspart of the tradi-
tion,villagerswereassignedtasks,
and at the end of the festivities,
the king held court with the
siyaans andmanjhis, the village
elders,attheMudiyaDarbar.The
celebrationandtheDarbararestill
there, but the villagers,who are
expectedtokeepdoingtheirduty,

havetopayanentryfee.”
DeepakBaij,theCongressLok

SabhaMPfromBastar,whoispart
of the Dussehra committee,
claimed that only 50-60 trees
werecut.“Everyyearwecutonly
theminimumnumber of trees
that are needed.Notmore than
50-60 trees have been cut,” Baij
said.Thefestivitiestoo,wouldbe
low-keyduetotheCovid-19pan-
demicthisyear,hesaid.
MadhuRamnath, a botanist

andactivistwhohasworked for
years in theGadiyaMalaang for-
est, said: “Dueto theannual cut-
tingof trees, thebiodiversityand
native fauna of this jungle has
been severely impacted. Itwas
importantforthevillagetounder-
stand thedamage and standup
againstit.”

FCI grain stocks
per-person rationof 5 kgwheat
or rice atRs2-3/kg) and5.24mt
under the Mid Day Meals,
Integrated Child Development
Servicesandotherregularwelfare
schemes.
Butoverandabovethesehave

beenthe32.11mtearmarkedun-
der PMGKAY, 0.8mt formigrant
labourersreturningtotheirhome
states and1.33mt of additional
Covid-related allocations. The 5
kg extra grain permonth to 80
crore persons under PMGKAY
(duringApril-November) and8
crore returningmigrant labour-
ers(forMay-June)arebeinggiven
freeofcost.
TheFoodMinistry’slatestdata

showsactualofftakeunderTPDS
at 25.14 mt during April-
September. In the case of
PMGKAY, the migrants’ and
Covid-relatedschemes,thelifting
figureswere 20.68mt, 0.64mt
and 0.97 mt, respectively till
August-end.
Butinspiteofallthesespecial

schemes, the current stock of
68.49mtintheCentralpoolisstill
2.2 times the required buffer of
30.77mtforOctober1.The68.49
mt comprised 43.74mtwheat
and19.26mtrice.Inaddition,the
FCI and state government agen-
cies held 8.19mt of un-milled
paddy,whose rice equivalent, at
an outturn ratio of 67 per cent,
workedoutto5.49mt.Outturnis
the share of rice extracted from
paddygrainsafterremovalofthe
outerhuskandinnerbranlayers.

Hathras family
wants the case tobe transferred
to Delhi or Mumbai,” she was
quoted as saying. According to
thePTIreport,shesaidthefamily
askedforsecurityandalsodidnot
wantthereportof theinvestiga-
tionsofartobemadepublic.
Besides the victim's parents,

her two brothers and sister-in-
lawwerealsopresentincourt.All
theirstatementsweretaken.
The19-year-oldwasattacked,

allegedlybyfouruppercastemen
on September 14, and admitted
to a hospital in Aligarh. She re-
gained consciousness on
September 22 and recorded a
statement before amagistrate,
followingwhichsectionsofrape
wereaddedtotheFIR.Allthefour
accusedhavebeenarrested.
The victim died at Delhi's

Safdarjung Hospital on
September 29. Her body was
taken toHathras, and a hurried
cremationwasheldalittlebefore
3amonSeptember30–noneof
her immediate familymembers
werepresentatthelastrites.
Taking suomotu cognizance

ofthecase,especiallythehurried
cremation,theLucknowbenchof
theAllahabadHighCourthaddi-
rectedseniorofficialsofthestate
government and police to be
presentatthehearingonOctober
12. The court hadalso asked the
victim's familymembers to be
presenttogivetheirversion.
Besides the victim's family

and the Hathras District
Magistrate, UPAdditional Chief
Secretary (Home) Awanish
KumarAwasthi,DirectorGeneral
ofPoliceHCAwasthy,Additional
DirectorGeneral(LawandOrder)
Prashant Kumar and

Superintendent of Police,
Hathras,VineetJaiswalwerealso
present incourt.
The case is being heard by a

DivisionBenchofJusticesPankaj
MithalandRajanRoy.Additional
AdvocateGeneralVKShahi,who
representedthestateauthorities,
said the next hearing has been
fixedforNovember2.

Bollywood
thatthechannelsandtheir jour-
nalistsabidebyprovisionsof the
Programme Code under the
Cable TelevisionNetworkRules,
1994, andwithdraw, recall and
takedownallallegeddefamatory
content published by them
againstBollywood.
Thosewho havemoved the

HC are the Film & Television
Producers Guild of India (PGI),
Cine & TVArtistes’ Association
(CINTAA), Indian Film and TV
Producers Council (IFTPC),
ScreenwritersAssociation(SWA),
Aamir Khan Productions, Ad-
Labs Films, Ajay Devgn Films,
AndolanFilms,AnilKapoorFilm
and Communication Network,
Arbaaz Khan Productions,
Ashutosh Gowariker Produc-
tions, BSK Network and
Entertainment, Cape of Good
Films,CleanSlateFilmz,Dharma
Productions, EmmayEntertain-
ment &Motion Pictures, Excel
Entertainment, Filmkraft
Productions, Hope Production,
Kabir Khan Films, Luv Films,
Macguffin Pictures, Nadiadwala
Grandson Entertainment, One
India Stories, R S Entertainment
(Ramesh Sippy Entertainment),
Rakeysh Omprakash Mehra
Pictures, Red Chillies Entertain-
ment, Reel Life Productions,
RelianceBigEntertainment,Rohit
ShettyPicturez,RoyKapurFilms,
Salman Khan Films, Sikhya
Entertainment, Sohail Khan
Productions, Tiger BabyDigital,
Vinod Chopra Films, Vishal
Bhardwaj Pictures and Yashraj
Films.
Seeking direction to restrain

thetwochannels fromconduct-
ing “media trials of Bollywood
personalities” and interfering
withtheirrighttoprivacy,thesuit
statesithasbeenfiledinthewake
of the channels using “highly
derogatorywords and expres-
sions”fortheindustry.
The channels, it stated, are

conductingandpublishing“par-
allelprivate ‘investigations’”and
effectivelyactingascourtstocon-
demn persons associatedwith
Bollywoodasguilty.
“Bollywood is unique and

standsonadifferentfootingfrom
anyotherindustryinasmuchas
itisanindustrythatisdependent
almostsolelyongoodwill,appre-
ciationandacceptanceofitsaudi-
ence. The livelihood of persons
associatedwithBollywoodisbe-
ing severely impacted by the
smearcampaignbeingrunbythe
Defendants,”thesuitcontended.
It also stated that the pan-

demic has resulted in extreme
revenue lossandworkopportu-
nity loss for people associated
withBollywood. “Theprivacyof
themembersofBollywoodisbe-
ing invaded, and their reputa-
tionsarebeingirreparablydam-
aged by painting the entire
Bollywood as criminals, seeped
in drug culture, andmaking be-
ingpartofBollywoodassynony-
mouswith criminal acts in the
public imagination,” the lawsuit
stated.
Responding to this, Arnab

Goswami, on a show on the
Republic, said: “Our pursuit of
the truth will only become
stronger,moreintense,andmore
focused.”
Rahul Shivshankar, in a

Twitterpost, said the casewasa
“bad precedent” and will not
“weaken the resolve” of Times
Now.NavikaKumar, tagging ac-
torsAamirKhanandShahRukh
Khan andproducer Karan Johar
inher tweet, said, “If fighting for
justice invites court cases, bring
iton.”
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Centre waved red flag on trafficking
“An amount of Rs 25.16

crore was released to states
from 2010 to 2019 for setting
up AHTUs in 332 districts.
Recently, adecisionwastaken
to establish AHTUs in all dis-
trictsofstatesandUTsandalso
establish AHTUs under the
borderguardingforcessuchas
BSFandSSB inborderareas to
check and curb transnational
trafficking. Rs 100 crorewere
allocated from the Nirbhaya
FundforsettingupnewAHTUs
andforstrengtheningexisting
AHTUs,coveringalldistrictsof
states/UTs,” the letter said.
AHTUs were initiated in

2006,tobesetupbythestates
with funds from the Centre.
Each unit typically comprises
seven to 12 trained personnel
from the police and state ad-
ministration, and is usually
headedbyapoliceofficer.
TheHomeMinistry’s letter

followed directions from the
SupremeCourttoframeguide-
linesaftertheBachpanBachao
Andolan (BBA), founded by
Nobel Prize winner Kailash
Satyarthi, filed awrit petition
onApril 29 flagging thecrisis.
The petition warned:

“Once the lockdown is lifted
andnormalmanufacturingac-
tivityresumes,factoryowners
will look to cover their finan-
cial lossesbyemployingcheap
labour, the easiest of which is
children. Numbers of street
children pushed into begging
will alsospike...Underagegirls
will be bought and sold into
prostitution.”
In its letter to states, the

Home Ministry wrote:
“States/UTs are advised to im-
mediately set up newAHTUs
andupgradetheinfrastructure

of existing AHTUs in all dis-
tricts of their statewith the fi-
nancialassistanceprovidedby
the Central government and
maketheseunitsfunctionalon
a ‘mosturgentbasis’.”
Andyet, these administra-

tionshavefailedtogettheiract
together:

Uttar Pradesh
DISTRICTS:75.AHTUS:35
UNITSSINCEMARCH:0
DGP Hitesh Chandra

Awasthy said therewere “just
16-17 units seven-eight years
ago”. “These units require ve-
hicles, infrastructure and
workforce, and everything
cannot be obtained in one go,
sowehavebeendevelopingin
phases. Thescheme isCentre-
funded, andwewill keep in-
creasingthenumbersbasedon
resources provided. To cover
more areas, units are some-
times given charge of more
thanonedistrict,andtheareas
left out are covered by the lo-
calpolice,”hesaid.

Recently,theIndianCouncil
of Social ScienceResearch (IC-
SSR) selected six districts —
Bahraich, Lakhimpur Kheri,
Shravasti,Gonda,Maharajganj
andPilibhit—tolaunchtheini-
tialphaseofastudyonhuman
trafficking, child labour and
childmarriage.

Maharashtra
DISTRICTS:36.AHTUS:12
UNITSSINCEMARCH:0
Officialssaidthestateplans

tohave47AHTUsinplacethat
willcovercommissioneratesin
citiesaswellasthe36districts.
“We sent a proposal to set up
sixmore AHTUs fourmonths

ago.Anotherproposalwassent
two weeks ago to set up 29
more units after the central
government released fundsof
Rs 4.62 crore,” said Pratap
Dighavkar, special IG
(Prevention of Atrocities
AgainstWomen),thenodalau-
thority.

Chhattisgarh
DISTRICTS:29.AHTUS:8
UNITSSINCEMARCH:0
Senior police officers said

work is still on to set up three
moreunitssanctionedin2018-
19. In June 2020, the central
governmentissuedRs3.6crore
forsettingupof16moreunits.
“Settingupanewunitdepends
on the central government
budget allocation. We didn’t
have money to set up more
than eight from 2010-2013.
The state’s own anti-human
traffickingunithasbeenwork-
ingtostoptrafficking,”saidRK
Vij,AdditionalDG.

Jharkhand
DISTRICTS:24.AHTU:12
SINCEMARCH:4
Since the lockdown came

into force, unitswere setup in
Sahebganj,Giridih,Lateharand
Godda. “We have submitted
applications for AHTUs in the
other12districtsaswell.Since
the funds have only been re-
leased now, wewill work on
setting them up,” said Anil
Palta,ADG(CID).

Haryana
DISTRICTS:22.AHTUS:7
UNITSSINCEMARCH:0
“Recently,wegot approval

from the state government to
setup15moreAHTUstocover
every district. Theywill be set

up soon,” said a senior police
officer.

Jammu&Kashmir
DISTRICTS:20.AHTUS:8
UNITSSINCEMARCH:1
Seven AHTUs are opera-

tional currently with a new
unit set up in Ganderbal in
August, officials said.

Uttarakhand
DISTRICTS:13.AHTUS:7
UNITSSINCEMARCH:0
DG (law and order) Ashok

Kumarsaidthataproposalhas
been to thegovernment to set
upAHTUsintheremainingsix
districts. The last AHTUswere
set up in 2015 in Dehradun,
PithoragarhandUttarkashi.

Nagaland
DISTRICTS:12.AHTUS:6
UNITSSINCEMARCH:0
A senior official said that

the state has got approval for
upgrading the existing six
AHTUs and creation of five
new units. “Each AHTU is
headedbytheAdditionalSPof
the district, and there are 15
policepersonnel, includingfive
womenpoliceofficers,”theof-
ficial said.

Mizoram
DISTRICTS:11.AHTUS:4
UNITSSINCEMARCH:0
A senior police officer said

thatstepsarebeingtakentoes-
tablish units in all districts af-
ter the state received more
central funds recently.
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The impactof shifting
amajormetrorail
project inMumbai
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In today’sepisodewelookat the
Maharashtragovernment'sdecisionto
moveametrorailproject fromagreen
lungof thecity toadriedsaltpan
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KEJRIWALSAYS INDUSTRYBODIESWILLBE ‘CUSTOMERS’

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER12

DELHI GOVERNMENT’S new
Skill and Entrepreneurship
Universitywillmake courses in
consultationwith industrybod-
ies tomake sure that thosewho
graduatefromtheinstitutionare
employable,DelhiChiefMinister
ArvindKejriwalsaidonMonday.
Calling industry bodies its

“customers”,Kejriwalsaidthose
designingcourseswillaskcom-
paniesif studentswholearnthis
will get jobs. “Jobproviderswill
be this university’s customers.
Thecourseswillbedesignedaf-
ter discussionwith companies.
Wewillask, ‘Ifweteachthis,will
yougive jobs’. If theysayno, the
course is not right. Courses
should be such that companies
are ready to hire graduates,”
he said.
The government has ap-

pointed Dr Neharika Vohra,
chairperson of the Centre for
Innovation Incubation and
Entrepreneurship (CIIE) at IIM
Ahmedabad,asvice-chancellor.
Theuniversity is expected to

startadmittingstudentsfromthe
comingacademicsession.
Boardmembers include Dr

PramathRajSinha,foundingdean
of the Indian School of Business

and Founder of the Ashoka
University; Genpact founder
Pramod Bhasin; Naukri.com
founder Sanjeev Bikhchandani;
entrepreneur Shrikant Sastri; IP
University founder Vice-
Chancellor K K Aggarwal; and
Professor G. Srinivasan, who
teaches in the Department of
Management Studies at IIT-
Madras andwhosekey research
hasbeen inoperational research
andsupplychainmanagement.
Kejriwal said that during the

lockdown, a lot of industries
shut and peoplewere rendered
jobless.
“Once lockdown lifted, we

metpeoplewhodidn’thavejobs,

and we met business owners
whodidn’thaveemployees.We
made themmeet through our
job portal. Lakhs of people got
jobs. The same concept applies
here. Many youngsters don’t
have jobs. Industry owners say
they don’t have skilled/trained
labour. Ifwecan impart skill, in-
dustrieswillhirestudents.There
aremany sectors inwhich new
businesses and services can be
started.Ifwetrainstudentsinen-
trepreneurship, many people
willget jobs,”hesaid.
The last university that the

Delhigovernmentstarted,which
wasnotupgradedfromanexist-
ing institution, was Ambedkar

University.
Kejriwal said the university

will have one ideology— those
graduatingfromhereshouldget
jobsandthosewhowanttostart
business shouldbe able to start
it. “Our first evaluation will be
after the first batch graduates
and the measure will be how
manyof themgot jobs,”hesaid.
The Chief Minister said that

over the past fewyears,models
such as mohalla clinics and
doorstepdeliveryofserviceshad
becomeamodel forotherstates.
“Iamsurethisuniversitywillalso
becomeamodelandsimilaruni-
versitieswill comeupacross the
country,”hesaid.

Kejriwalatameetingof theSkill andEntrepreneurshipUniversitywithSisodiaandother
officials; (right)DrNeharikaVohra, chairpersonof theCentre for Innovation Incubation
andEntrepreneurshipat IIM-A, is theV-C.

Delhi govt’s newuniv has key
aim: Graduatesmust get jobs

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER12

THE DELHI government said
Monday that it has started “mi-
cromonitoring” all 13 air pollu-
tion hotspots across the capital,
directingdeputycommissioners
ofmunicipalcorporationstoco-
ordinatecleanaireffortsinthese
areas.
Delhi EnvironmentMinister

Gopal Rai met all nine deputy
commissioners and asked them
to meet government agencies
concernedbyOctober13.Sixout
of the 13 hotspots come under
SouthCorporation,fiveunderthe
Northbodywhile two fall under
thejurisdictionoftheEastcorpo-
ration.“Everygovernmentagency
should stay in touchwith these
DCs for any work in these
hotspots.Wewill alsomonitor
these spots from the greenwar
room,”Raitoldapressconference.
The Central Pollution

Control Board and the Delhi
Pollution Control Committee
had identified the hotspots —
Rohini,Dwarka,OkhlaPhase-2,
Punjabi Bagh, Anand Vihar,
Vivek Vihar, Wazirpur,

Jahangirpuri, R K Puram,
Bawana, Mundka, Narela and
Mayapuri—andspecificaction
plans for themwere drawn up
in 2019 by the EPCA.
Rai reiterated that every

agencyunder theDelhi govern-
ment, Centre aswell as individ-
uals should followtheanti-dust
pollutiondirectivesatconstruc-
tionsites.“Firstly,10metrethick
tin sheds should be installed in
all construction sites to contain
dust. These shades should be

coveredwith green sheets. The
agencies should sprinklewater
at the area and outside the area
too. Forareasmore than20,000
squaremetres, anti-smog guns
shouldbeinstalled.Smallersites
shouldsprinklewater regularly.
Construction sites and adjacent
areas should be coveredwith a
net.Lastly,vehiclescarryingcon-
structionmaterialshouldalsobe
covered and wheels of these
trucks should bewashed regu-
larly,”Rai said.
Every year, fines running

into crores are imposed by
DPCCandcivicbodiesonagen-
cies flouting dust pollution
norms. In 2019, by the first
week of November, fines over
Rs 2 crorewere imposed.
He said, “Today, Iwant to re-

quest all government agencies
and individuals to follow these
five norms. Maintaining these
normsisnotexpensive;ifevery-
one follows these norms, it will
help every citizen in the time of
Covidtofighttoxicair.Butifany-
onedoesnot followthesedirec-
tivesoftheDelhigovernment,we
willtakestringentactionagainst
such agencies and individuals. I
havewitnessedagenciesareonly

putting covers at the siteswhen
theyaregettingthenewsthatthe
Delhigovernmentteamswillbe
visiting.This isnot therightatti-
tude.Thisisacollectiveresponsi-
bilityof everycitizen.”
HeaddedthatChiefMinister

Arvind Kejriwalwill launch the
sprayingof thebio-decomposer
to prevent stubble burning at
Outer Delhi’s Narela’s Hiranki
VillageTuesday.“Initially,wehad
decidedtostartsprayingworkat
Najafgarhbutduetowaterinthe
farmland thatwill not bepossi-
ble,”Rai said.
According to the Centre’s

System of Air QualityWeather
Forecasting and Research, im-
pact of stubble burning on PM
2.5 concentration in Delhi on
Mondaywas3%. Impact is likely
to be negligible in the coming
twodaysaswell, it said.
In 2016, an IIT-Kanpur study

had estimated the total PM10
emission load in the city at 143
tonnesperdayandlistedthetop
contributor as road dust (56%)
andthePM2.5loadat59t/d,the
topcontributorsbeingroaddust
(38%) and vehicles (20 %), fol-
lowedbydomestic fuelburning
and industrialpoint sources.

Hand over hospitals
if unable to pay staff,
govt tells MCDs
EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER12

OFFICIALS AT Delhi govern-
ment’s UrbanDevelopment de-
partment have written to the
threeMCDs to “consider”hand-
ing over their hospitals to the
Delhigovernmentif theyareun-
abletopaytheirstaffandtoavoid
“furtheranguishtomedical,para
medicalandotherstaff”.
Delhi government and civic

bodieshavebeenat loggerheads
over the past fewmonths over
non-payment of salaries to em-
ployees.StaffmembersatHindu
RaoHospital, meanwhile, have
beenprotestingtogettheirpend-
ing salaries.WhileMCDs allege
the government has not paid
themwhattheyowe,thegovern-
mentdeniedthechargeandsaid
ithasalreadygiventothecorpo-
rationswhat isowedtothem.
The letter, written by the

AdditionalDirector(Localbodies),
UrbanDevelopmentdepartment,
addressed to theMCDcommis-
sioners said, “Serious concerns

havebeenraisedregardingnon-
paymentofsalaries/wages/other
duestomedical,paramedicaland
otherstaffworkinginHinduRao
Hospital, KasturbaHospital and
other hospitals of DMCs. It has
beenmentionedthat inabilityto
pay salaries and other dues in
timehasledtoasituationwhere
proper treatment to Covid pa-
tientsisnotbeinggivenandCovid
patients are forced to shift from
HinduRaoHospitaltoLokNayak
HospitalofGNCTDforcontinuum
ofmedicalcare.”
The additional director also

wrote that two installments of
Basic Tax Assignment have al-
readybeenreleasedtotheMCDs,
and since the corporations have
theirownsourceofrevenue,they
should ensure sufficient provi-
sioningof fundstopaysalaries.
NorthMCDMayor,JaiPrakash,

however, said the government
wantstocreateanatmosphereof
anarchy in Delhi by not giving
fundssothattheycantakeadvan-
tageof it in theupcomingcorpo-
rationelections.Theclaimwasre-
futedbythegovernment.

Staff atHinduRaoHospitalhavebeenprotestingoverdelay
insalarybyover threemonths. PraveenKhanna

ASTHASAXENA
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER12

THE RESIDENT Doctors'
Association of Maulana Azad
Medical College and associated
hospitals haswritten a letter to
the dean of themedical college
raising concern over disruption
inclinicalactivitieswiththehos-
pital being converted into a
Covid-only facility.
In the letter, a copyofwhich

is marked to Chief Minister
ArvindKejriwal, theassociation
has highlighted howmedical
students have not been able to
complete their training for clin-
ical activities, which in turn is
hamperingtheiracademicskills.
“The decision of the Delhi

government to designate Lok
Nayak Hospital exclusively for
Covid-19 patientswas a proud
moment for all of us.However,
thishas ledtohaltof otherclin-
ical activities and is seriously
hampering the academics and
skills of the residents on the
whole. Standstill of clinical ac-
tivities is justnotacademic loss,
but also putting a dent on
hopes and dreams of medical
students studying in MAMC,”
the letter states.
Observing an uptick in the

numberofdailyCovidcases,the
Delhi government had in April
converted its biggest hospital,
Lok Nayak, into a Covid-only
hospitalwith2,000beds.
Sincethen,generalOPDserv-

ices at the hospital have been
stalled and elective surgeries
havebeenputonhold foran in-

definiteperiod.
Dr Keshave Singh, president

of MAMCRDA, said, “Whilewe
areextremelyhappytoplaysuch
a crucial role in the country’s
fight against the pandemic, we
cannotignoretheimportanceof
medicaleducation.Wehavenot
been able to use our academic
knowledge in practical life. It’s
been sixmonths and I have not
performedasingleorthopaedic
surgery. Oncewe complete our
medical education, wewill be
straight out on the field and di-
rectly dealing with patients.
Withno focus on clinical activi-
ties, it can affect our career as
well as the livesof patients.”
Doctors have requested top

authorities to take immediate
stepstoreinstateclinicaleduca-
tionformedicalstudents.While
themedical college is responsi-
ble forprovidingacademic sup-
porttostudents,practicalimple-
mentation is carried out at
associatedhospitalssuchasLok
Nayak,GBPantandGuruNanak
EyeCentre.

CBI prosecutor accuses top official
of assault, court issues summons

ANANDMOHANJ&
SOURAVROYBARMAN
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER12

ACBIprosecutorhastoldaDelhi
court he was “punched and
strangulated”byaDIG-rankoffi-
cer of the investigative agency
inside the CBI headquarters, al-
legedly over a delay in framing
of charges against Rajendra
Kumar, former Principal
Secretary to Chief Minister
ArvindKejriwal.Kumarisfacing
trial inacorruptioncase.
The CBI prosecutor, Sunil

Kumar Verma, accused DIG
Raghavendra Vats of assaulting
him insidehisofficeonOctober
9whenhevisitedat10.30am.
Verma filed a police com-

plaint at Lodhi Road police sta-
tion. The court has issued sum-
mons to Vats, observing that it

wasa seriousmatter, andasked
the DIG to explain his alleged
conduct.
“OnOctober9, followingor-

dersofmyseniors, I reachedthe
CBI headquarters around 10.30
am. I met DLA... there, and fol-
lowing his instruction, went to
meet the branch head
RaghavendraVatsinhisroom.As
soon as I reached, he punched
me on the face after enquiring
who Iwas. Thenheaskedmeto
sit down and have a chat. I did-
n’t,andwalkedstraightoutofhis
room. I started shouting that I
havebeenassaulted and I came
straight to you (police). I want
you to take appropriate action,”
Verma’s complaint reads.
A senior police officer said,

“We have received a complaint
and are conducting an enquiry
before taking legal action.”
On Monday, Verma ap-

peared before Special Judge
RakeshKumarSharmathrough
video conferencing andmade
theallegations.
AdvocateRahulTyagi, coun-

sel for RajendraKumar, told the
court, “Let the DIG be called on
the next date of hearing... how
canhebeat thePP? Ihavenever
heard this in my entire career.
What is happening in this place
wedon'tknow.”
Special Judge Sharma or-

dered, “It is submitted by the
learnedPPthathewascalledby
DIG for discussing the present
matter... where he was beaten
up by Vats, who also tried to
strangulatehim. It is submitted
by him that the DIG asked him
why charges have not been
framedinthepresentmatterso
farandalsosoughttoinitiatede-
partmentalenquiryagainsthim
if chargesarenot framedonthe

next date of hearing. This is a
very serious matter. The DIG
shall appearon thenextdateof
hearing and explain his con-
duct.” The next date of hearing
isonOctober19.
RajendraKumar,a1989-batch

IAS officer has been booked by
theCBI forallegedcriminal con-
spiracyunderIndianPenalCode
besidesprovisionsofPrevention
of Corruption Act along with
eight others and Endeavour
Systems Private Limited. It has
beenallegedbyCBIintheFIRthat
theaccusedpersonsenteredinto
acriminalconspiracyandcaused
a loss of Rs 12 crore to theDelhi
governmentinawardofcontracts
between2007and2015.
TheCBIspokesperson,when

asked about the allegations
against Vats, said, “A fact-find-
ingenquiryhasbeenorderedby
theCBI.”
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Lok Nayak a Covid
facility, MAMC docs
say ‘training, clinical
services at a halt’

Inaletter,acopyof
whichismarkedtoCM
Kejriwal, theRDA
highlightedhow
medicalstudentshave
beenunableto
completetrainingfor
clinicalactivities,which
inturnishampering
academicskills

Tells court:Punched, strangulatedbyDIG-rankofficeratCBIheadquarters,
allegedlyoverdelay in framingof chargesagainstex-principal secy toCM

AIRQUALITY

PM10(µg/m3)
Oct12 210
Oct13 230
Oct14 200

PM2.5(µg/m3)
Oct12 102
Oct13 113
Oct14 89

Acceptable24hour-averagelevel
PM2.5-60 | PM10-100

Source: SAFAR

Eye on hotspots, Rai says all individuals,
agencies must follow dust-control norms
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14 DAYS AFTER GIVING BIRTH

Ghaziabad’s officer for Covid returns to office, with newborn in tow

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER12

THEAAPMondaystagedaprotest
against the farm law at Jantar
Mantar, where Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal hit out at the
ShiromaniAkaliDal(SAD),accus-
ingitof"fooling"thepeopleinthe
name of opposing the policy
"which it helped draft as part of
theUnionCabinet".
Demanding thewithdrawal

of the new policy, enforced
throughasetofthreebillspassed
inbothHousesoftheParliament,
Kejriwal said the BJP,which had
promised to implement theMS
Swaminathan Commission re-
port on hikingMSP, has "ended
MSPaltogether".
The farmpolicy, said theAAP

chief,amountedto"backstabbing
the farmers". He said a few big
private companies will derive
benefits out of it at the cost of
farmers.
"They(BJP)sayonly6percent

farmersselltheirproduceatMSP.
It isamatterofshame.Whenwe
came to power, government
schoolsandhospitalswereinbad
shape.Weworkedonimproving
them, we did not close them

down. If only 6 per cent farmers
benefit from MSP, then they
should ensure the sharegoesup
to 100per cent. This iswhat the
farmerswant,"Kejriwalsaid.
However,theSAD,whichquit

the BJP-led NDA front over the
farmbills,wasatthereceivingend
of Kejriwal's criticism. SADMP
HarsimratKaurBadalhadquitthe
UnionCabinetovertheissue.The
AAP is the principal opposition
party in Congress-ruled Punjab,
whichgoestopolls in2022.
Without taking names,

Kejriwal said, "Someparties are
indulging in politics. They say
something inParliament, some-

thing behind closed doors and
thenenactdramabeforethepub-
lic. There's a national party in
Punjabwith a big leader. Their
leaderwasapartof thecommit-
tee formed by the BJP govern-
ment to draft the bills. They
helpeddraftthebills,gotitpassed
intheCabinetandtheParliament
and then stagedopposition. You
think thepeople are fools? They
arefoolingthepublic."
Hedemandedtherollbackof

the policy, asserting that "there
will be no compromise". "Bring
another lawmandatingthat100
percentharvestwillbeprocured
atMSP,"headded.

AMILBHATNAGAR
GHAZIABAD,OCTOBER12

MODINAGAR SUB-DIVISIONAL
magistrate Saumya Pandey (26)
was seven months pregnant
when shewas appointed as the
Ghaziabad district nodal officer
for Covid in July. At a timewhen
thedistrictwasreportingaround
100 cases every day, the officer
had the option of availing paid
maternityleave.Instead,shecon-
tinuedwithfieldvisitsandcoor-
dinated implementation of
Covid-relateddistrictschemes.
On September 17, she gave

birthtoagirlataMeeruthospital
and rejoined office 14days later
— along with the infant — on
October 1. Those visiting the
campoffice attached toher resi-
dence can find the newborn
sleepingpeacefullyinherarmsas
theofficermakescallsornotesfor
meetingsandvisits.
“There are many people

workingtirelesslyforthecauseof
Covid...doctors,nursesandmany
others.Atsuchapoint,Icouldnot
abandonmy official duty. The
best I could dowas take every
precaution for myself and the
baby.IhopedIwouldn’tcontract
it as pregnantwomenare in the

vulnerable group. I took only 22
days of necessary leave and
joinedwithintwoweeksofdeliv-
ery,”shesaid.
Saumya cleared the UPSC

examin2016withall-Indiarank
4, after completing engineering
from NIT in Allahabad. A gold
medalistinLBSNAAcivilservices
training academy, her start-up
projecton‘Innovationsindefence
excellence’ was also awarded
during her training in the
Ministry of Defence. In October
2019, she was given charge of
jointmagistrate inGhaziabad.
Even before handling the

Covid department directly,

Saumyawaspartoflockdownen-
forcingmeasures and oversaw
movementofmigrantlabourers.
Intheweekstocome,shewould
visitmarkets formonitoring es-
sentialsuppliesandensurefunc-
tioningofcommunitykitchensto
feedmorethan10,000people.In
the final days of her pregnancy,
she focusedmoreondata as she
“couldnotmove”.
“Beingthenodalofficer, Ihad

to streamlineworking between
the administration andmedical
department. I visited Covidhos-
pitalsandinteractedwithdoctors
andpatientsandcollateddataac-
cordingly. The DMand all of us

other officials set up the Covid
helpline to further help in pass-
ing information. I wore a face
shield, mask, and gloves at all
times, especiallyduringhospital
visits, hoping the precautions
wouldsuffice,”shesaid.
Saumyaremainsonadminis-

trativeCoviddutyassherejoined
as SDMafter foregoing herma-
ternityleave.FromvisitstoCovid
hospitals to publicmeetings in
thetehsiloffice,sheinteractswith
hundreds on a daily basis. And
withdueprecautions, thechild’s
routinehasnowbecomeapartof
herown.“Pregnancyisaphysio-
logicalprocessbutthereisagen-

eral taboo around it. Devoting
time to the baby is part of my
daily timemanagement as I do
withwork.Weare facing anun-
precedented crisis... and every
minutecounts,”SaumyatoldThe
IndianExpress.
“I sanitisemyself thoroughly

every time I step inside from a
visit, even if it meansmultiple
times in a day. I try and feedher
in themorning so she can sleep
insidebutbabiesthisyounghave
anoddpattern.SoIkeepshuttling
between the office outside and
thecampofficesoIcanworkwith
her.Ihaven’tevenhadthetimeto
decideanameforher,”shesaid.

3 held for duping
people with Air
India job promise

1,628APPLICATIONSAPPROVEDONDAY1

MAHENDERSINGH
MANRAL
NEWDELHI, OCTOBER12

THREE PERSONS, including a
22-year-oldwoman, havebeen
arrested for allegedly duping
over a hundred people on the
pretext of getting them a job
with Air India. The accused
would pose as employers and
approach job aspirants on job
portals online.
DCP (South West district)

DevenderAryasaidtheaccused
havebeenidentifiedasShahdab
Malik (26), Kumud Ranjan
Kamlesh (40) and Priyanka
Goswami(22). "Malik, themas-
termindof thegang,hasworked
with several MNCs in the past,
including a leading e-wallet
based in Noida. Kumud has in
the past worked with several
BPOs while Priyanka worked
with an RO company in Laxmi
Nagar,"Arya said.
Hesaidthecybercellhasre-

covered a laptop which they
used to allegedly create fake
proposal letters, 10phones and
SIM cards, 14 debit cards and
twochequebooks.
Police said actionwas taken

after they received a complaint
from one Anwesha Datta, who
workedwithanonline foodde-
liverycompanyand losther job
during the pandemic. "Shewas
lookingforajobandreceivedan
emailfromapurportedAirIndia
addressregardingajobopening.
They asked her to share her re-
sume and deposit Rs 1, 875 in
their account. After depositing
themoneyshereceivedanoffer
letter andwas asked to deposit
money in the name of uniform
fee, verification fee and others.
The complainant alleged they
tookRs 71,800 and she realised
that she had been cheated," a
seniorpoliceofficer said.
Police then scanned the de-

tails of bank accounts used by

theaccused.
"With the help of technical

surveillance,police traced their
locations and arrested them.
Police found that Priyankawas
livingwithMalik in Noida pos-
ingasamarriedcouple.Shetold
her landlord she was with the
Air India HR department,” the
officer said.
According to police, during

questioning, Malik told them
that he and his associates had
madeanemployeraccountona
jobportalafterusingforgeddoc-
uments.
"They would obtain job

seekers details, including their
email addresses, name and
phone numbers. Priyanka
would then convince them to
transfermoneyintheiraccount.
Kamlesh had made a forged
Aadhaar card and registered
multiplebankaccountsusingit.
They approached job seekers
through email and on phone
and duped hundreds of unem-
ployed youths who lost their
jobs during the pandemic. One
of them posed as an HR em-
ployee to conduct their inter-
view.HewouldasktodepositRs
1,875 initially for arranging an
online interview and job offer
letter.Afterthattheyusedtoin-
ducethevictimtofurthertrans-
fer Rs 18,500 on the pretext of
security,Rs.15,700onpretextof
uniformand thenRs35,000 for
‘verification’," anofficer said.

SDMSaumyaPandey inheroffice. PremNathPandey

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER12

ONTHEfirstdayof undergradu-
ate admissions, several Delhi
University collegeswere unable
to complete the candidate ap-
proval process as they struggled
toadapt toanewonline system.
Student applications, however,
continued to flow in throughout
theday.
Shri Ram College of

CommerceprincipalSimritKaur
statedthatcollegesarefollowing
a three-stage application ap-
provalprocess—firstthedepart-
mentteacher-in-charge,thenthe
college’sadmissionconvenerand
finallytheprincipal—becauseof
which her college would only
start giving final approvals on
Tuesdaymorning.“Iwouldliketo
emphasise that the number of

applicationswe received on the
firstdayitselfreflectsthatwehad
releasedrealisticcut-offpercent-
ages.Till5pm,wereceivedjusta
little under 200 applications for
B.Com(Honours)andaround135
for BA (Honours) Economics.
Around60%ofthesearecurrently
beingprocessed... thefinalnum-
ber of seats filled in the first list
will beknownonlyat theendof
Friday,”shesaid.SRCChasatotal
of626seatsforB.Com(Honours)
acrossallcategories—99.5%cut-
off for general seats — and 155
seatsforBA(Honours)Economics
—99%cut-off forgeneralseats.
Lady Shri Ram College for

Womenhas thehighest cut-offs
across all colleges at 100% for
PoliticalScience,Psychologyand
Economics. Principal Suman
Sharma said that as of Monday
evening, theadministrationwas
stillprocessingapplications, and

statedthatthecollegeistakingits
timetoavoidanymistakes.
Principal of MirandaHouse

BijayalaxmiNanda also said the
processismoretime-consuming
duetooverburdenedservers,and
gettingused to thenewprocess.
While the collegewas still pro-
cessingapplicationsasofMonday
evening,ithadreceivedmoreap-
plications than seats available in
someof itspopularcourses.
The collegehas a 99% cut-off

for unreserved seats in Political
Science andhad received a total
of 87 applications against a total
of 68seats. It alsohada99%cut-
off for English, where it has re-
ceived a total of 51 applications
against78seats.
At Ramjas College, Principal

Manoj Khanna said the admis-
sionteamstruggledwithafewis-
sues. “The university network
wasalittleslowandwewerealso

having issueswith opening the
CBSE marksheets because of
whichwewerenotbeingableto
verifythedetails.Becauseofthat,
these applications are halted at
theconvener’slevelbutitshould
beresolvedsoon,”hesaid.
He said that as of Monday

evening, 150 admissions had
been approved across depart-
ments. InPoliticalScience—99%
cut-off forgeneralseatsandato-
tal of 78 seats— the college has
receivedaround150applications
outofwhichprocessinghasbeen
completedfor20,hesaid.
Accordingtodataprovidedby

the university, 19,086 applica-
tions had been received across
collegesby lateeveningbutonly
1,628ofthesehadbeenapproved
by the end of the day. The com-
plete admissionprocess, includ-
ing feepayment,hadbeencom-
pletedby920candidates.

Total Vacant
HOSPITAL BEDS 16,123 10,939
VENTILATORS 1,353 608

Dailycases Recoveries Deaths Tests
Oct11 2,780 3,057 29 48,753
Oct12 1,849 2,975 40 35,947
Total 20,535* 2,84,844 5,809 36,59,366
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3,11,188

Students lineupatahelpdesksetupbyDU studentsunionMonday.PraveenKhanna

Despite high cut-offs, DUsees
steady flowof applications

NorthMCD
winsHUDCO
awardfor
street lighting
New Delhi: North Delhi
Mayor JaiPrakashsaid the
civicbodyhasreceivedthe
HUDCO Award for effi-
ciencyinstreetlighting.He
said the civic body was
competing with several
other Indian local bodies
for the award under the
theme “Environment
management, Energy
Conservation & Green
Building”foroneof India’s
biggestreplacementofap-
proximately 2 lakh con-
ventionalstreetlightswith
automation-based LED
lightingsystems.

HighCourt
nodforrevision
ofDSGMC
electoralrolls
NewDelhi:TheDelhiHigh
CourtMonday permitted
theauthorities in thecap-
ital tocarryoutrevisionof
the existing electoral rolls
forholdingofelectionsfor
the Delhi Sikh Gurdwara
ManagementCommittee,
which are scheduled in
March 2021, and said the
freshelectoral rolls canbe
prepared after the polls
nextyear.Theelectioncan-
not be held beforeMarch
30,2021,whenthetermof
theexistingCommitteeex-
pires,ifadirectionispassed
for preparation of fresh
electoral rolls, it was ar-
gued. The issuebefore the
HighCourtwaswhetherto
preparefreshelectoralrolls
fortheupcomingelections
orrevisetheexistingone.

FBprobe:
Assembly
panelmeets2
journalists
New Delhi: The Delhi
Assembly committee on
peace and harmony
Monday examined on
oath NewsClick editor
Prabir Purkayastha and
AltNews co-founder
Pratik Sinha as part of its
ongoing proceedings on
the alleged role of
Facebook during the
Februarycommunalriots
inNortheastDelhi.

NewMCG
officetocome
uponMG road
Gurgaon:Thenewofficeof
theMunicipalCorporation
of Gurugram (MCG)will
come up on Mehrauli-
Gurgaon (MG) road and
will be “fullymodern and
equippedwith several fa-
cilities”,saidcommissioner
of the civic body, Vinay
Pratap Singh, during the
MCG’s housemeeting on
Monday.Thecurrentoffice
of theMCG is located in a
building owned by the
Haryana Shahari Vikas
Pradhikaran (HSVP) in
Sector 34, with theMCG
payinga rentof aroundRs
20 lakhpermonth for oc-
cupyingthepremises. ENS
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Declare DU
results by
Nov 6, says
High Court

CM suggests SAD fooling
the people on farm bills

33 yrs after armed
robbery, tip-off leads
police to 3 accused

MCDs fear ending
health trade licence
will hit their finances

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER12

THEDELHIHigh CourtMonday
ordered theDelhi University to
declaretheresultsofallfinalyear
undergraduate courses by
November 6 and postgraduate
coursesbyOctober31.
During the hearing of a case

before the division bench of
Justices Hima Kohli and
SubramoniumPrasad, the uni-
versity said that results of 16 PG
courses have already been de-
claredontheofficialwebsiteand
theresultsoftwomorecourses—
MScGeologyandMScGeography
—wouldbedeclared in thenext
coupleofdays.Theuniversityalso
informed the court that the re-
sults of the remaining 32 PG
courseswillbedeclaredonorbe-
foreOctober31.
Withregardtotheundergrad-

uate courses, the university told
the court that the results for 17
coursesof BSc (Honours)will be
declared fromOctober 20 on-
wards, and for the 26 BA
(Honours) courses, the results
willbeannouncedfromOctober
24.Theuniversitydidnotinform
the court about the BA
(Programme)results.
Observingthatthedatescan-

notbeopenended,thecourtsaid
the results of all the courses, in-
cluding BSc (Honours), BSc
(Programme), BA (Honours),
BCom(Honours),BA(Vocational)
andBCom(Programme) should
be declared from the tentative
dateswithabufferperiodofthree
daysfor each. If theresultsofBSc
(Honours) courses are declared
fromOctober 20, theprocess for
theparticularcoursesshouldend
byOctober23,aspertheorder.
The results of the BA

(Programme)coursesshallbede-
claredonorbeforeNovember6,
saidthecourt.DUhadearliersub-
mitted thedate for itmaybe set
forNovember15.

CMaddressesprotestersat JantarMantarMonday.AmitMehra

SAKSHIDAYAL
GURGAON,OCTOBER12

THIRTY-THREE YEARS after a
groupof20-25menheldafamily
inNuhhostage and looted their
home of all valuables, and shot
deadonepersonwhotriedtoput
up a fight, police have arrested
threeof themen involved in the
crime.
According to police, the inci-

dent took place on the night of
August 30, 1987, in Pinangwan
block of Nuh,when20-25men,
armed with sticks and guns,
bargedintothehomeofmoney-
lenderSwamiramandheldeight
membersofhis familyhostage.
The accused allegedly gath-

eredup all the gold and silver in
the house— amounting to over
100kg,saidpolice—andanycash
they could find.When a neigh-
bour, identified as Jagdish, tried
to put up a fight, the accused al-
legedlyshotandkilledhim.
An FIR had been lodged at

Punhanapolicestationunderrel-
evant sectionsof the IPCandthe
ArmsAct,andtwoofthemenal-
legedly involved in the incident

were arrested the followingday.
Intheyearssince,however,noar-
restsweremade in the case. All
the other accusedhad also been
declaredproclaimedoffendersby
a district court in January 1988,
saidpolice, adding that10of the
accusedhavesincedied.
“The accusedwere arrested

on the basis of a tip-off received
fromasourceonOctober10that
threemen,Yaseen,Manjoor,and
Babu, who are absconding in a
case registered in 1987,were re-
siding inUP’sBulandshahr,” said
VivekChaudhary,DSP(Punhana).
“The threemenare all above

60...itappearstheywereinvolved
incrimesearlierbuthave,forsev-
eral years, been earningmoney
throughfarming,”saidtheDSP.
For the family, the arrests

bringlittlerelief.Swamiram’sson
Naresh Singla said his family
wentthroughadifficultfinancial
periodandspent20years trying
to repay the peoplewhose be-
longings had been taken from
theirhome.
“These arrestsmore than 30

years latermake little difference
to us.Wehave already endured
whatwehadtoendure,”hesaid.

ABHINAVRAJPUT
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER12

DELHIGOVERNMENT’Sdecision
that restaurants need not get
healthtradelicencesfrommunic-
ipalcorporationswillcripplethe
already struggling civic bodies
further,MCDofficialssaid.
The three corporations earn

over Rs 16 crore per annum—
North (Rs 5 crore), South (Rs 8.5
crore) andEast (Rs 3 crore)—by
issuingtheselicences.Renewalof
the licence costs between Rs
10,000andRs30,000,depending
onseatingcapacity.
Lastweek, in ameetingwith

restaurant industry representa-
tives, where commissioners of
municipalcorporationswerealso
present, Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal had said that the prac-
tice shouldbe“abolishedwithin
10 days” as licenses from Food
SafetyandStandardsAuthorityof
India,which restaurants already
havetotake,wouldsuffice.
But officials are alsoworried

thatintheabsenceofthislicence,
there is a chance that business
ownerswillskippayingproperty

andconversionchargesaswell.
AseniorofficialofNorthMCD

said,“Peoplewhohavetoprocure
healthtradelicenseshavetogive
anundertaking,inwhichtheyde-
clarethattheyhavegivenconver-
sion charge and property tax...
This is a self declarationbut also
actsasalegaldocument...Though
wedonotaskforproof,business
ownersmostly ensure that they
have paid taxes beforemaking
suchadeclaration,”hesaid.
NorthMCDMayorJaiPrakash

saidthattheDelhigovernmentis
doing this toparalyse thecorpo-
ration in an attempt to come to
power. He said that NorthMCD
would forfeit the trade license if
theDelhigovernmentpaysallthe
moneythatisduetotheMCDsas
well as the money that it gets
fromhealthtradelicense.
“If the Delhi government

wants to limit licensing, why
doesn'titstartwithexcisedepart-
ment?” said Leaderof thehouse
ofSouthMCDNarendraChawla.
“The Delhi government is

simply supporting Ease of
Business guidelines of Centre,”
saidAAPchiefspokespersonand
MLASaurabhBhardwaj.

Thevictimreceivedan
offer letterandwas
askedtodeposit
verificationfee,
uniformfeeandothers.
Sheallegedtheytook
Rs71,800bythetime
sherealisedshehad
beencheated

New Delhi
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ADVERTORIAL *An initiative by

W ITH the country opening on
a month-on-month basis, it
is clear that the government

is keen on providing respite to busi-
nesses to spur economic activities in
the country. In its latest set of relax-
ations, the Union Ministry of HomeAf-
fairs has made some significant an-
nouncements. First, the month of
October has brought cheers for the
badly battered film industry as the
movie theatres and multiplexes are set
to reopen from October 15, with the
condition being that these theatres
and multiplexes should not be in the
containment zones. The detailed
guidelines regarding the exhibition of
films have also been released, with

seating capacity capped at 50%, 6-
feet physical distancing, staggered
show timings to avoid crowding, sani-
tisation of the premises, and stag-
gered entry and exit of audience being
the major highlights of these guide-
lines.

Second, the states and UTs are al-
lowed to reopen the schools from Oc-
tober 15 onwards. On the reopening
of schools, the MHA said “State/ UT
Governments have been given the
flexibility to take a decision after 15th
October 2020, in a graded manner.”

“Where schools are conducting on-
line classes, and some students prefer
to attend online classes rather than
physically attend school, they may be

permitted to do so. Students may at-
tend schools/institutions only with the
written consent of parents. Atten-
dance must not be enforced and must
depend entirely on parental consent.
States/UTs will prepare their own
SOPs regarding health and safety pre-
cautions for reopening of schools/ in-
stitutions based on the SOP to be is-
sued by the Department of School
Education and Literacy (DoSEL), Min-
istry of Education… keeping local re-
quirements in view,” the MHA said.

The guidelines further state, “For
Centrally Funded Higher Education In-
stitutions, the Head of Institution will
satisfy herself/himself that there is a
genuine requirement of research

scholars (PhD) and post-graduate stu-
dents in science and technology
stream for laboratory/experimental
works. For all other Higher Education
Institutions e.g., State Universities, Pri-
vate Universities etc., they may open
only for research scholars (PhD) and
postgraduate students in science and
technology stream requiring labora-
tory/experimental works as per deci-
sion to be taken by the respective
State/UT Governments.”

Third, from October 15, business-to-
business exhibitions are also allowed.
Swimming pools “being used for
sportspersons” are also permitted to
open, as are entertainment parks. All
of these will have SOPs issued by their

governing ministries.
Fourth, the limits on both indoor

and outdoor gatherings have also
been relaxed by the MHA. “Now
State/UT Governments have been
given the flexibility to permit such
gatherings beyond the limit of 100
persons outside Containment Zones,
after 15th October 2020”, the MHA
said. However, the indoor gathering
can’t exceed 50 per cent of the hall ca-
pacity or 200 people. “For outdoor
events, the guidelines say that the size
of the ground must be kept in mind,
though the MHA has not mandated a
ceiling.” In both cases, the guidelines
prescribe masks, social distancing
and other COVID-19 protocol.

Unlock 5.0 brings more relief for citizens
With the new unlock announcement, the government has opened the locks of cinema halls, multiplexes,

relaxed limits on indoor and outdoor gatherings, reopened schools in a graded manner, among other measures
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PRESIDENT RAMNath Kovind
has given his assent to the Bill
amending the Gujarat
Prohibition of Transfer of
Immovable Property and
Provisions of Tenants from
Eviction from Premises in
Disturbed Areas Act, passed by
the Gujarat Assembly in 2019,
stated an official release from
Minister of State for Home,
Pradeepsinh Jadeja, onMonday.
The amendedActwill help pro-
hibit the transfer of immovable
property in disturbed areas and

protecttenantsfromvacatingthe
properties, thereleaseadded.
A Bill amending theActwas

passed in theGujarat Assembly
by amajority last year. The rul-
ingBJPhadbroughttheamend-
ment Bill to plug the loopholes
intheActandcheckpolarisation
of different areas in the state.
The Act is in force in various
parts of the state, including

Ahmedabad, Vadodara, Surat,
Himmatnagar, Godhra,
Kapadvanj and Bharuch. Under
the Act, the transfer of any im-
movable property in disturbed
areas cannot be done without
permissionof thedistrictcollec-
tor concerned.
The release quoted Jadeja

saying that the amended Act
provides to declare any area of
the state as a disturbed area,
whereinthetranquilityandpub-
licorderhasbeendisturbeddue
to riots or mob violence. The
amended Act has penal provi-
sionsof threetofiveyearsof im-
prisonmentandfineofeitherRs
1 lakh or 10% of the jantri rate

(ready reckoner of property
prices in different parts of the
state),whichever ishigher.
Italsosaidthattheamended

Acthasaprovisiontoconstitute
an advisory committee which
willassessif thereisaproperbal-
anceofpeople’sclustersinadis-
turbedarea.Thecommitteemay
alsogivesuggestionstothestate
governmentforeffectiveimple-
mentationof theAct.
Jadejasaidthatearlier,while

giving approval for the transfer
ofapropertyinadisturbedarea,
the collector had to check only
twoaspects-if thesellerhassold
thepropertyonfreevolitionand
if he has got a reasonable price

forthesame.Now,headded,the
collector also has to ascertain if
transfer of the property results
in polarisation of a particular
communityintheareaorhasthe
possibilityof thesame.
The amended Act has also

enlarged the scope of the term
“transferofproperty” inthedis-
turbed area, while bringing the
transferofpropertythroughgift,
exchange, leaseorsaleunder its
purview. The amendment al-
lowsthestategovernmenttore-
view the decision of concerned
collectors granting approval of
transfer of a property in a dis-
turbed area, even if there is no
appealagainstsuchanapproval.

Pradeepsinh
Jadeja
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BIHARMINISTER for backward
and extremely backward class
welfareVinodKumarSinghdied
onMondayatahospital inDelhi
due topost-Covid-19complica-
tions, sources said.Hewas55.
He is survivedbywifeNisha

andtwodaughters.
Singh, a BJP MLA from

PranpurconstituencyinKatihar
district, had tested positive for
Covid-19on June28and subse-
quently recovered.
Shortly after, however, he

suffered a brain haemorrhage
and had to be airlifted to a pri-
vatehospital inDelhi,wherehe
breathedhis last.
Mourning Singh’s demise,

President Ram Nath Kovind
tweeted, “Very sad to know
about the demise of Bihar gov-
ernment’sCabinetMinisterShri
Vinod Kumar Singh. He was a
popular public representative
and struggled for the develop-
mentofBiharandthewellbeing
of the people. My condolences
tohis familyandsupporters.”
Prime Minister Narendra

Modi also took to Twitter to ex-
press grief at Singh’s death and
saidtheBJPleaderalsoplayedan
importantrole instrengthening
thepartyinthestate.Healsoof-
feredhiscondolences to thede-
ceased’s family member and
supporters.
Bihar Chief Minister Nitish

Kumar announced that Singh
would be cremated with full
statehonours.
“Hewas an efficient admin-

istrator and a popular leader. I
ampersonallypainedbySingh's
untimely demise.His deathhas
causedanirreparablelosstothe
statespoliticalspectrumandthe
society,”Kumarsaid.
Among others, Bihar

LegislativeCouncil actingchair-
man Awadhesh Narayan Singh,
Bihar BJP chief Sanjay Jaiswal,
agriculture minister Prem
Kumar, information and public
relationsministerNeerajKumar
mournedSingh’sdemise.

Bihar minister
dies of
post-Covid
complications
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ADDRESSINGHISfirstvirtualrally
aftertheannouncementofaseat-
sharingformulabytheNDA,Bihar
ChiefMinisterandJD(U)national
president Nitish Kumar on
Mondaycautionedvotersagainst
those out to create ill-will and
practising family politics, and
asked them to judge himbyhis
workoverthelast15years.
Monday's rally, the first of

Nitish's suchaddresses, focussed
on 12 constituencies in Banka,
Munger and adjoining districts
thatvoteonOctober28.Therewill
be be similar virtual rallies for
othersetsofconstituenciesgoing
tothepolls inthe firstphase.The
JD(U)chiefspokeatlengthonde-
velopmentwork done over the
last 15 years under his govern-
ments and said, “People are the
masters in a democracy. Please
judgemebywork.Alwaysbearin
mindwhatwas thesituationbe-
fore I took over as CM in2005....
Whetheritisroadsandbridges,or
electricitytoeveryhomenow,the
situationhaschangeddrastically,”
hesaid.

Nitish told the people that
plansforthenextphaseofdevel-
opmentofthestate,espe-
cially under his pet
scheme “Saat Nischay”,
hasalreadybeenlaidout.
He promised water to
every agricultural field if
votedbacktopower.
NotnamingeitherLJP

presidentChiragPaswan
or Leader of Opposition
andRJD leader Tejashwi Prasad
Yadav,whohave routinely criti-
cised him and his government,

Nitishsaid:“Therearepeoplewho
areouttocreatespiteandill-will.

There are peoplewho
think only about sons,
brothersanddaughters.
For me, the whole of
Bihar ismy family. You
have to take a call (on
who to vote for): ask
yourselfwhetherIhave
doneagoodjobornot.”
Nitish reiterated that

the state government spent
Rs 5,300 on each returningmi-
grantworkerwhostayedinquar-

antinecentres.“Over15lakhpeo-
ple stayed inquarantinecentres.
We have given foodgrain (5 kg
rice and 1 kg pulses) to each of
over20lakhpeoplewhoreturned
home (during the pandemic).
ThiswasbesidesadvancePDSra-
tionthatwasdistributed,”hesaid.
On the Covid-19 issue, which
Opposition RJD says has been
handled badly by his govern-
ment, Nitish said, “We are now
testing 3,000 (samples) more
than thenational averageper10
lakhpopulation,”hesaid.
Withvirtual ralliesbecoming

a necessity in the coronavirus
times, the JD(U) has engaged an
auditoriumforallsuchrallies.Six
peoplewereallowedonthestage
duringNitish'sspeech.
On the technical front three

high-speed internet lineswere
needed to air the rally. Theparty
circulated the rally link to do a
Facebook live. Theparty alsoput
up at least seven LED screens in
everyAssemblysegmenttowatch
thevirtualrally.

BiharChiefMinisterNitishKumaraddressesavirtual rally in
PatnaonMonday.PTI

DECISION
2020
BIHAR

BATTLEFORBIHAR

FULLCOVERAGE
PAGE9

NewDelhi:Morethan52,000
voters,whoare either senior
citizensabove80yearsofage
orarepeoplewithdisabilities,
haveoptedforpostalballotin
the first phase of Bihar elec-
tionstobeheldonOctober28,
theElectionCommissionsaid
onMonday. PTI

52,000OPT FOR
POSTAL BALLOT

‘Judgemebymywork’: Nitish sticks
to developmentmantra in virtual rally

Patna: BJPMonday expelled
nineleaderswhoswitchedto
theLJPandwillbecontesting
the polls, said theparty’sna-
tional spokesperson Sanjay
Mayukh.Thenineleadersare:
Rajendra Singh (Dinara),
Rameshwar Chourasia
(Sasaram), Usha Vidyarthi
(Paliganj), Ravindra Yadav
(Jhajha), Shweta Singh
(Bhojpur), Indu Kashyap
(Jehanabad), Anil Kumar
(Patnarural),Mrinal Shekhar
(Amarpur) and Ajay Pratap
(Jamui). ENS

BJP EXPELS9REBELS
WHOMOVED TO LJP

WILLHELPPROHIBITTRANSFEROF IMMOVABLEPROPERTY INDISTURBEDAREAS:GUJARAT

Changes to disturbed areas law get President nod

HAMZAKHAN
JAIPUR,OCTOBER12

RAJASTHAN’S FORMER deputy
chiefministerSachinPilot’sme-
diamanagerLokendraSinghhas
moved Rajasthan High Court
seeking quashing of the FIR
lodgedagainsthim.
“We have prayed for quash-

ingof theFIR. Isaythereisnoof-
fence,”SSHora,thecounselrep-
resentingPilot incourt, toldThe
IndianExpress.
The case relates to the state

police’sFIRonOctober1against
Lokendra Singh and Aaj Tak’s
Jaipur-based editor Sharat
Kumar,accusingthemofspread-
ing “misleading and fakenews”
regarding tapping of phones of
MLAs sequestered at a hotel in
Jaisalmer.
Hora said their case is a “de-

murrer – take their case to be
completelytrueasitis,”buteven
then the offence as claimed in
theFIR isnotmadeout.

“Second, the FIR claims that
it creates enmity between
classes. Which classes? Are
MLAsaclass,”Hora said. “Third,
the same news (was broadcast
by channels), saying that the
source(ofnews)iscentralagen-
cies...and channels are not re-
quiredtodisclosetheirsources.”
Hora said, “News18 National

andNews18Rajasthanbothtele-
castthesamenews–oneat8am
and the second at 10 am. And
Rajasthan Aaj Tak telecast it at
around 3.30 pm. Now they say
RajasthanAajTaktelecastitonan
input received from him
(LokendraSingh).”
Hesaidthatbythenthenews

wasalreadybeingtelecastacross
the country— “sowhat harm is
done?”
He said theFIRhas “political

overtones”andhenceshouldbe
quashed.
Thematter is expected tobe

listed before the High Court on
October 14. Sharat Kumar has
notapproachedtheHighCourt.

Pilot aide moves HC, seeks
quashing of FIR against
him in phone tapping case

New Delhi
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ALL FOR ALLIANCE
BHUPENDERYADAV,BJPgeneralsecretaryin-chargeofBihar,
is taking pains to dispel the impression that the party has
proppedLJPseparatelytodenttheJD(U)intheAssemblypolls.
And ameetingwith BJPworkers in Jamui, LJP chief Chirag
Paswan’s LokSabha constituency,wasoneway todispel the
speculationbeforethefirstphaseof thepollsitself.Yadavmet
ground-levelworkersofBJPandassertedthattheNDAwould
geta three-fourthmajority in theBiharelections.

TRUST IN TEMPLE
FACINGFLAKovertheHathrascrime,inwhichaDalitwoman
wasallegedlygangrapedandsubsequentlydied,theBJPseems
tobetryingtowoothecommunityelsewhere.DelhistateBJP
leadersVijenderGupta andRamvir SinghBidhurimetUnion
Housing andUrban AffairsMinister Hardeep Singh Puri on
MondaytothankhimfortheDelhiDevelopmentAuthorityal-
lottinglandtobuildatempleforpoetandmysticsaintRavidas,
whoisworshippedbyDalits.

NO COMMUNICATION
AMONTHafterhewasappointedCongress general secre-
tary in charge of Karnataka, Randeep Surjewala was
Mondaynamedheadof the party’s electionmanagement
andcoordinationcommittee forBihar.Hewill be stationed
inBiharuntil theendof polls. Surjewala is also in chargeof
Congress’s communication department, and has already
conveyed to the party leadership to relieve him from that
post. Party leaders arewonderingwhy the central leader-
ship is delaying the appointment of his successor. It is
learnt that the leadership is thinking about handing over
the reins of the communication department to a veteran.
Names of heavyweights such as P Chidambaram and
JairamRamesh are being talked about in this connection.
Also in contention are Congress spokespersons Pawan
Khera and Supriya Shrinate.

TAKING IT EASY
WEEKS AFTER an order was issued to transfer out several
officials from the RailwayMinistry, it seemsmany of them
werepresenttheretill theendof lastweek.Officialssaidthe
thing about thebig transfer orderwas thatnoone fromthe
topwas really “chasing” it for strict implementation, so the
message that formedaround theorderwas that itwasper-
haps alright to take it slow.
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KARNATAKA CHIEFMinister B
S Yediyurappa on Monday ef-
fected aminor reshuffle in his
cabinet by giving Medical
EducationMinisterKSudhakar
the charge of the health port-
folio too, amid rising Covid-19
cases in the state.
A doctor and first-time

minister,DrSudhakarhasbeen
akey figure in thestategovern-
ment’s efforts to control the
spread of Covid-19.
In what is being widely

seen as a demotion, ST com-
munity leader B Sreeramulu
lost the health and backward
classes portfolios and was
made in charge of the social
welfareministry.
The reshuffle comes at a

timewhen the Congress is de-
manding Yediyurappa’s resig-
nationover allegations of cor-
ruption against his family
members.
Thesocialwelfareportfolio,

earlier held by Deputy Chief
Minister and SC leaderGovind
Karjol, was given to
Sreeramulu and the backward
classes portfolio he held was
taken over by Yediyurappa.
“Technically, both health

andmedical educationareone
department. Other states and
the Centre are also following
thesamemodel. Itwasdifficult
to manage the departments
separately. The Chief Minister
has taken thisdecision tohand
over responsibility of both the
departments to oneminister,”

Dr Sudhakar said onMonday.
“My top priority is to con-

trol Covid-19 in the state and
to reduce the mortality rate,”
he added.
The Congress termed the

reshuffle a signof the failureof
theBJP government. “The cab-
inet reshuffle is proof of this
government’s miserable fail-
ure inhandling thepandemic.
The fact that thehealthminis-
terhasbeenchangedadds cre-
dence to our charge that this
government’s incompetency
has led to massive loss of life
and livelihood,” stateCongress
president D K Shivakumar
said.
The BJP’s decision to put

Sreeramulu in charge of social
welfareministry is an effort to
build up a larger political base
among the ST community in
the state and should not be
seen as a demotion, party
sources said.
Ahead of the 2018

Assemblyelection, Sreeramulu
had been considered a con-
tender for the Deputy Chief
Ministerpost, buthewas side-
lined after the party failed to
come to power on its own —
losing ground inmany ST con-
stituencies in regions like
Ballari where Sreeramuluwas
expected to deliver seats.

BS
Yediyurappa

MANOJCG&
ARUNJANARDHANAN
NEWDELHI, CHENNAI,
OCTOBER12

HOURS AFTER she quit the
Congress, saying some senior
leaderswere “dictating terms”
and “people likeme... are being
pushed and suppressed”, actor-
turned-politician Khushbu
SundarjoinedtheBJPonMonday.
“A few elements seated at

higherlevelwithintheparty,peo-
ple who have no connectivity
with thegroundrealityorpublic
recognition are dictating terms,
andpeople likemewhowanted
toworkforthepartysincerelyare
being pushed and suppressed,”
Khushbu said inher resignation
letter to Congress chief Sonia
Gandhi. The Congress then an-
nounced her removal as party
spokesperson.
Later in theday, after joining

theBJP inNewDelhi, PTI quoted
herassaying:“Youhave128crore
people actually believing in one
man and that’s our Prime
Minister. I think they’re doing
somethingabsolutelyright.”
Tilljustaweekback,Khushbu,

whowas one of the Congress’s
spirited voices on socialmedia,
was targeting Prime Minister
NarendraModi.“APrimeMinister
who can feed peacocks cannot
feedthepoorinthiscountry,”she
hadtweetedsixdaysago.
Khushbu,wholefttheDMKto

jointheCongressin2014,hadalso
slammed the BJP government
overtheRs20lakhcrorepackage
announcedtotideovertheimpact
of the lockdown. “So finally a
package... 10%of GDP. Be ready...
we have a long road ahead of
steepriseintaxes,taxesandmore
taxes,”shehadtweeted.

In April 2019, following the
SupremeCourt’sverdictallowing
leaked documents to be relied
upon by petitioners seeking re-
viewof itsRafale judgement, she
said thisproved that “chowkidar
chorhain”.Shehadalsocalledthe
BJP“BharatiyaJumlaParty”.
In2018,Khushbu,whoismar-

riedtoTamilfilmmakerSundarC,
hadbriefly changedher Twitter
profile to “khushbusundar... and
it's NAKHATKHAN for the BJP.”
Shesaidshehadtodothisbecause
BJP trollswere claiming that her
real namewasNakhatKhanand
shewashidingit.
In September 2019, she

tweeted:“Sadly,onceagainIhave
to editmyprofile. Sanghi dumb
idiots are so physically retarded
thattheydonotunderstandsim-
ple basics... they are callingmea
Muslimwhodoesnothaveaplace
inmycountry,myIndia.Yes Iam
aKhan,IamaMuslimandIndiais
mycountry...Koishaq?”
But she has been unhappy

with theCongress for sometime
now. In fact, the first indication
came in September last year,

when actor-turned-politician
Urmila Matondkar left the
Congress.
“People who have loyally

stood by any party tend to get
overlooked in favour of political
tourists,”AICCmediapanelistCR
Kesavanhad tweeted then. And
Khushbu responded. “You and I
areloyalfools."
In July this year, she openly

backedtheNewEducationPolicy
unveiledby theBJPgovernment.
But even then she tweeted:
“Sanghis can relax, pl(ea)s(e) do
notrejoice.IamnotmovingtoBJP.
My opinionmight be different
frommyparty but I aman indi-
vidualwithathinkingmindofmy
own....”
In July, she also came out in

support of Sanjay Jha,who, after
he was sacked as Congress
spokesperson,saidyoungleaders
— likeSachinPilotor Jyotiraditya
Scindia—shouldhavehelmedthe
Congress. Scindia had left the
Congressbythen.
“Sanjay Jha speaks hismind

without fear. And that’s what
makes him strong. Not a rebel.

Verywell spoken. I secondwhat
he said about Pilot and Scindia,”
Khushbuhadtweeted.
In Chennai, State Congress

chief K SAlagiri said Khushbu's
exitwouldnotaffectthepartyand
“shewas just seen as an actress,
notaleader”.
Butwith theAssembly polls

dueinTamilNadunextyear,many
in theBJP seeher entryas anad-
vantage. A senior party leader
fromCoimbatoresaidshewasthe
mostpopular face tohave joined
thepartyrecently.
Anotherpartyleadersaidstate

BJP chief LMuruganwas instru-
mental in getting her to switch
sides.“Muruganwasconsistentin
pursuing her entry into BJP,” he
said.Murugan,whowas inDelhi
onMonday,wasn’t available for
comment.
“Talks were on for several

weeks. The BJP approachedher
sometimeago.Sheneversaidno,
butDelhi leaders didn’twant to
giveher anypromiseonposts—
neitheraRajyaSabhaberth,nora
key post in the national leader-
ship.Thatiswhytalkswereincon-
clusiveuntilFriday.Atherend,the
pressurewasbuilding,shewasin
distress,howlongcouldshefight
rumours and questions,” said a
seniorBJPleader.HesaidKhushbu
maybemadenationalspokeper-
son, a post she held in the
Congress.
BJPinsiderssaidKhushbuwas

expected to draw the crowds at
theirpollcampaigns.“Maybethe
national leadershipwill sendher
to campaign inBihar too,” said a
partyleader.
ACongressleaderandformer

Unionministersaidhewouldnot
blameKhushbu.“Shewastiredof
theindifferenceandinactivelead-
ershipof theCongressparty,” he
said.

SREENIVASJANYALA
HYDERABAD,OCTOBER12

THEANDHRAPradeshHighCourt
onMondaydirectedtheCBItoin-
vestigatesomeallegedlyderoga-
tory comments about the court
andsomejudgesmadebyleaders
of the rulingYSRCongress Party
onsocialmedia.
TheHC had earlier directed

theRegistrartolodgeacomplaint
with the CID to investigate the
commentsafterthecourtgranted
a stay ondecentralisation of the
statecapital.
OnMonday,abenchcompris-

ing Justice Rakesh Kumar and
JusticeUmaDevi observed that
theCID’s probewasnot satisfac-
toryanddirectedtheCBItoregis-
ter an FIR and submit a report in
eightweeks. The court observed
thatinspiteoflodgingacomplaint
withCID, no casewas registered
againstanyYSRCPleaderwhoal-
legedlymadethecomments.
The HC had directed the

Registrar to lodge a complaint
with the CID after it took cog-
nizance of allegedly derogatory
posts against some judges and
the judiciary following judg-
ments that were seen as a set-
back to the government. The
Registrarsubmittedevidenceof
comments allegedly made by
Assembly Speaker Tammineni
Sitaram, Deputy Chief Minister
Narayana Swamy, MPs V
Vijayasai Reddy andNandigam
Suresh, andother leaders of the
rulingYSRCP.
Takingupthematteragainon

Monday, the court asked why
caseswerenotfiledagainstthem.
Whilereferringthecomments

for investigation by the CID last
week, the court had observed,

“Their comments areperilous to
democracy andamounted to an
attackonthe judiciary. Inadem-
ocraticStateifsuchwarisinitiated
againstthejudicialsystembyper-
sonsholdinghighpositions, cer-
tainly itwill create unnecessary
doubt in the mind of citizen
againstthejudicialsystem,which
maycrippleentiresystemifsome
ordinarypersonmakesanycom-
ment against the government,
cases are promptly registered...
Whenpersonsinpositionsmade
commentsagainstthejudgesand
the courts, why have cases not
beenfiled?Lookingat things,we
arelefttoinferthatawarhasbeen
declaredonthejudiciary.”
WhiledirectingtheCBItoreg-

ister an FIR, the court observed
thatsinceApriltheyhavenoticed
thatHC judges and the judiciary
werebeingabusedonvariousso-
cialmediaplatforms,andevenin
interviewsinelectronicmedia.
According to the FIR lodged

withtheCID,theallegedderoga-
torycommentsontheHCandits
judges startedwhen theHC set
aside a government ordermak-
ing English themedium of in-
struction in all government
schools.Morepostsallegedlyfol-
lowedwhentheHCsetasidean
order removing the state elec-
tion commissioner N Ramesh
Kumar.

Khusbhuat theBJP office inNewDelhiMonday.Anil Sharma
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THENATIONAL Testing Agency
will conductNational Eligibility
CumEntrance Test (UG) exams
againonOctober15forstudents
who could not take it the first
time, and the resultswill be an-
nouncedonOctober16.
The Supreme Court on

Monday allowed the agency to
holdtheretestforthosewhocould
not taketheSeptember13testas
theywereincontainmentzones.

The NEET was deferred
twice due to the pandemic be-
fore being finally held on
September 13 after the apex
courtrejectedapleatopostpone
itfurther.Thecourthassaidthat
lifemustgoonnotwithstanding
Covid-19andthat“careerofstu-
dentcannotbeputinjeopardy”.
“Theresultmaybedeclaredon

16.10.2020,”abenchofChiefJustice
SABobdeandJusticesASBopanna
andVRamasubramanianordered
after Solicitor General Tushar
Mehtasought thecourt’snod for
theproposal.
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ANADVOCATE hasmoved the
Supreme Court seeking action
against Andhra Pradesh Chief
MinisterYS JaganMohanReddy
formakingpublichis“unsubstan-
tiatedallegations”againstasenior
judge of the court, stating that
“whatisatstakeistheconfidence
which thecourts inademocratic
societymustinspireinthepublic”.
The plea by Noida-based

lawyer Sunil Kumar Singh re-
ferredtoanOctober10presscon-
ference by Reddy’s Principal
Advisor Ajeya Kallam. At the
event, he had released a letter
writtenbytheCMtoChiefJustice
ofIndiaSABobdeallegingjudicial
improprietyonthepartof Justice
NVRamana,who is next in line
tobeCJI.
Thepetition,moved through

AdvocateMuktiSingh,saidReddy
“has crossed the limitwhichhas
been prescribed by the
Constitution” and thatwhat has
beendone is “nothingbut anat-
tempttode-stabilisethedulyes-
tablisheddemocraticsetupofour
country”.
Thepleasaidthat“todaycrit-

icismagainst the judiciary is ex-
pressedwith less deference and
morereadinessthaninthepast...
Inthesocietyof today,wherethe
discussioninthemediaandonso-
cialmediacangowildwithindays

orwithinhours, it can affect the
imageof judiciaryandhencethe
confidence of the general public
inthejudiciary.”
It also questioned the timing

oftheallegation,callingit“highly
suspicious”.
Reddy’s letter to the CJI had

come at a time when a bench
headedbyJusticeRamanaishear-
ingapleaseekingfast-trackingof
criminalcasesagainstsittingand
former MPs and MLAs. The
Andhra CM, too, is facing some
casesandtheproceedings inone
of them had resumed in a CBI
courtonOctober9.
Thepetition for fast-tracking

cases was filed by Advocate
Ashwani Kumar Upadhyay in
2016.
Hearing it on Monday, the

benchheadedbyJusticeRamana
soughtmore information from
theHighCourtsonthenumberof
SpecialCourts required forexpe-
ditious disposal of the pending
criminalcases.
OnMonday, the bench also

asked the Centre to submit by
October19thestatusofinvestiga-
tionsbyspecial agencies incases
againstlegislators.

RAAKHIJAGGA
LUDHIANA,OCTOBER12

A DAY before the scheduled
meeting of 29 farmer unions in
Punjabtotakeacallonattending
theOctober14meetingwiththe
Centre over farm laws, amajor
farmerunioninthestatehasan-
nounced that it will attend the
Delhimeeting,whileanothersig-
nificantoutfit said itwill skip it.
BKU (Ugrahan), one of the

largest farmerunions inPunjab,
hasannouncedthatitwillattend
themeetingcalledbytheUnion
Ministry of Agriculture.
However, Kisan Mazdoor
SangarshCommittee (KMSC)—
anothermajorunionrepresent-
ing farmers and workers in
Majharegion—statedthatitwill
notbepartof themeeting.
BKU (Ugrahan)’s decision is

significant as it amajor partici-
pant in theongoingprotests.
KMSC president Satnam

Singh Pannu said, “Our core
committeehasdecidednottobe
part of thismeeting as farmers
from all across the country are
affected... Agriculture Secretary
has invited only 29 farmer
unionsofPunjab...BJPleadersin
Punjabaregivingrepeatedstate-
ments that no changewill hap-
pen in these laws.”
The remaining 27 farmer

unionswilltakeadecisiononthe
issueonTuesday.
Meanwhile, the BJP has

planned two programmes re-
latedtofarmlawsinthestateon
October13andOctober14.
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THESUPREMECourtonMonday
issuedanoticetotheCentreona
clutchofpetitionschallengingthe
constitutionalvalidityofthefarm
laws enacted by the Narendra
Modigovernment.
Thepetitionscameupbefore

a three-judge headed by Chief
Justice S A Bobdewhich sought
the Centre’s response within
fourweeks.
The bench, also comprising

Justices A S Bopanna and V
Ramasubramanian,washearing
petitionsfiledbyRashtriyaJanta
Dal Rajya SabhaMPManoj Jha,
Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam
Rajya Sabha member Tiruchi
Siva, and another by a group of
Chhattisgarhresidents.
The petitions claim that the

laws act against the interest of
farmers and put them at the
mercyof corporatesbydisman-
tling the Agricultural Produce
Market Committees (APMC)
mechanism.
Farmers' (Empowerment

and Protection) Agreement of
Price Assurance and Farm
Services Act, 2020; Farmers'
Produce Trade and Commerce
(PromotionandFacilitation)Act,
2020 and The Essential
Commodities(Amendment)Act
2020 — took effect from
September 27 after President
RamNathKovind's assent.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER12

THESUPREMECourtonMonday
issued notice to the Centre on a
pleaseekingchangesinthecrim-
inal law to protect transgender
peoplefromsexualviolence.
“Thisisagoodpetition,”Chief

Justice of India S A Bobde re-
marked as the plea byAdvocate
Reepak Kansal came up before
thethree-judgebench.
Thepetitioncitedtheabsence

of any provision in the Indian
PenalCodethatdealswithsexual

assault by anymale, female or
transgender on a transgender. It
said that Section 354 of the IPC
dealingwithoffenceofsexualas-
saultdoesnotextendtotransgen-
ders.
“The Indian lawsare formen

andwomen and therefore, con-
sidering transgender...they gen-
erally could not get justice from
the authorities due to lack of
law/Act.Thethirdgender...arebe-
ingdeprivedofmanyoftherights
and privilegeswhich other per-
sons enjoy as citizens of this
country. The State cannot dis-
criminatethemonthegroundof

gender,violatingArticles14to16
and 21 of the Constitution of
India,” thepetitioncontended.
The bench, also comprising

Justices A S Bopanna and V
Ramasubramaian, asked Senior
Advocate Vikas Singh, who ap-
peared for the petitioner, to also
apprise it about issues inwhich
thecourthas“legislated”andlaid
downrulesandguidelinesinthe
past.
The petition has sought ap-

propriate amendments in IPC
provisionsdealingwithsexualas-
sault to include
transgender/transsexual/kinnar

inthedefinitionsandtodirectthe
government to make gender-
neutral laws on sexual harass-
ment.
Theplea also said that statis-

tics showshockingly high levels
of sexual abuse and assault
against transgenders. It claimed
thatoneintwotransgendershave
beensexuallyabusedorassaulted
atsomepoint intheir lives.
Pointing out that the right to

lifeincludestherighttolivewith
dignity, itsaidthiswasnotpossi-
ble for transgenders due to the
sexual and other crimes against
membersof thecommunity.

Khushbu joins BJP, says
‘pushed, suppressed’ in Cong

Students who missed
NEET due to Covid can
take it on Oct 15: SC

TammineniSitaram,
NarayanaSwamy

HC orders CBI
probe into YSRCP
leaders’ ‘derogatory
comments’ on court

ANJUAGNIHOTRICHABA
JALANDHAR,OCTOBER12

PUNJAB BJP chief Ashwani
Sharma’s vehicle was attacked
allegedly by protesting farmers
ataround7.15pmMondaynear
the Cholang toll plaza in Tanda
in Hoshiarpur district.
Windowpanes of Sharma’s car
were damaged, though he did
not sustainany injuries.
While Tanda SHO Bikram

Singhsaid thatprotesting farm-
ers were behind the attack,
Sharma termed the incident as
“state-sponsored”, adding that
the attackers could not have

been farmers.
BJP’s national general secre-

tary Tarun Chug later alleged
that Youth Congress workers
werebehind theattack.
Condemning the attack in a

tweet, Punjab CM Amarinder
SinghdirectedtheDGPtoimme-
diately identify the culprits and
act against them,butdismissed
theallegationthatCongresswas
behind it.
Ashwani Sharma claimed

that baseball bats and stones
wereusedtodamagehisvehicle
andhisgunmentookittosafety.
“The attackwas only to defame
the farmers' ongoingagitation,”
hesaid.

ProtestersgheraoedAshwaniSharma’svehicleatCholang
tollplazanearTanda inHoshiarpurdistrict. Express

Sexual violence against transgenders: SC
notice to Centre on plea for changes in law

SC notice to
Centre on
pleas against
farm laws

Sudhakar gets health,
Sreeramulu social
welfare charge in
BSY cabinet reshuffle

PROOFOFGOVTFAILUREONCOVID: CONG

Punjab BJP chief blames
Cong govt for attack on car

YSJagan
Mohan
Reddy

Plea in SC seeks
action against Jagan
over letter to CJI

Farm unions meet today: one
outfit set to go, another to skip

New Delhi
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HimachalCM
testspositive
forcoronavirus
Shimla: Himachal
PradeshChiefMinisterJai
Ram Thakur onMonday
saidhehastestedpositive
for Covid-19. Thakur
tweeted he had quaran-
tined himself at his resi-
dence last week after
coming in contact with
someone infected by
coronavirus. Earlier, ten
MLAs in the 68-member
Assembly testedpositive
for the infection. Urban
Development Minister
Suresh Bhardwaj tested
positive on October 7.
Before him, PowerMini-
sterSukhramChaudhary
and Jal Shakti Minister
Mahender Singh Thakur
testedpositive forCovid-
19—bothministershave
nowrecovered. PTI

JaiRamThakur

BRIEFLY

CHHATTISGARH

19-year-old
abducted,raped;
twoarrested
Jashpur:A19-year-oldgirl
was abducted and gang-
raped, allegedly by three
men, in Chhattisgarh’s
Jashpur district, two of
whom have been ar-
rested, police said on
Monday. On October 9,
Arun Lakra, Sushil
ChauhanandFirozBekal-
legedly abducted the girl
from her village, said
JashpurSPBalajiRao.
“She was found uncon-
scious the nextmorning,
gaggedandboundbyher
ownclothes,”hesaid.
On her complaint made
from the hospital bed, a
gang-rapeandabduction
case was registered and
thetwoaccusedwereap-
prehended, said the SP,
addingthateffortsareon
tonab the third. ENS

MANOJCG
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER12

AMID THE standoff with China
along the Line of Actual Control
(LAC)ineasternLadakh,members
of Parliament’s Public Accounts
Committee(PAC)headedbyAdhir
RanjanChowdhurywillgotoLeh
laterthismonthandundertakea
fieldvisittoaforwardarea.
Chowdhury had earlier this

month written to Lok Sabha
Speaker Om
Birla seeking
permissionfor
the commit-
tee to visit
Ladakh to
meet soldiers
deployed
there and un-
derstandfirst-
hand their
working con-
ditions, given
the fact that a CAG report --
whichthePACisperusingnow-
- had said that troops stationed
in high-altitude areas like
SiachenandLadakh facedacute
shortage of high-altitude cloth-
ing and equipment including
snow goggles because of delay
inprocurement.
Birlahasgivenpermissionand

the committeewill be in Ladakh
onOctober 28 and 29. Sources
said theMPswill have informal
discussionswith representatives
of theDefenceMinistry and the
NorthernArmyCommandinLeh
onOctober 28on “provisioning,
procurementandissueofhighal-
titudeclothing,equipment,ration
andhousing”. Itwillalsovisit the
DefenceInstituteofHighAltitude
Researchof theDRDOinLeh.

MOHAMEDTHAVER
MUMBAI,OCTOBER12

THE MUMBAI Police crime
branchonMondaysaid theyar-
rested Vinay Tripathi, a former
HansaResearchemployee,alleg-
ing that he played a key role in
what the Mumbai Police is
terming the “TRP scam”. Police
believe that Tripathi, arrested
fromMirzapur in UP, was the
onewhopaid21-year-oldVishal
Bhandari—thefirstarrestinthe
case—to fudgeTRPs.
Police also recorded the

statementsof twoseniorHansa
officials in connectionwith the
scam. Hansa is the agency that
measures TRP of various chan-
nels for Broadcast Audience
ResearchCouncil(BARC)thatde-
termines advertisement rev-
enues forTVchannels.
A crime branch team that

had gone to UP looking for
Tripathi arrested him on
Monday. As per police, Tripathi
hasworkedwithHansa for four
yearsasarelationshipmanager.
“As soon as he came to know
about the arrest of Bhandari, he
fled,” saidanofficer.
As per the remand, Tripathi

paid Bhandari Rs 1,000- 2,000
foreachofthefivehouseholdsto
watchaparticular channel—as
commission to be paid to the
households. Bhandari himself
waspaidRs5,000.
At Bhandari’s home in

Mumbai, The Indian Express
found only his grandmother. A
neighbour requesting
anonymitysaid, “He is justa21-
year-oldwhokepttohimself.He
was one of the few youngsters
from our area who can speak

English.... How could he carry
this out on his own? His father
Vedworksasadriverandisgen-
erallyoutallday.”Thepolicehad
found two bar-o-meters in-
stalled at Bhandari's residence
afterhisarrest.
“We are hoping that the

questioning of Tiwari will help
them clarify which channels
were involved in rigging TRP's,”
the official said. The police are
stillonthelookoutfortwoothers
in thecase.
The police also seized four

bank accounts related to Fakt
Marathi andBoxCinemas -- two
of the three channelsnamedby
Mumbai police as allegedly rig-
gingTRPs.
“After scrutinizing the bank

details, we found there was
moremoney in these accounts
thanwhat could be substanti-
ated prima facie. A forensic au-
diting of these accountswill be
carried out to ascertain the
money flow,” an officer said. A
police team is already studying
the bank account details of
Republic to see if there are any
transactions related to the TRP
scambeingprobedbythem.
TheMumbai police has also

ropedintheEconomicOffences
Wing (EOW) to study these ac-
count details and also look into
anypossibleincidentsofmoney
laundering.
Thepolicehadsaidthatthey

were also writing to BARC to
check if therewas any unusual
activity in the TRP's of India
Today in theMalad areawhere
Bhandari was the relationship
manager. So far none of the five
households have named India
Todayduringtheirinterrogation
by thepolice.

OMKARGOKHALE
MUMBAI,OCTOBER12

THE BOMBAY High Court
MondayaskedtheCentrewhyit
doesnothaveastatutorymecha-
nism for content generated on
electronicmedia similar to the
PressCouncilofIndia,whichreg-
ulatesprintmediainthecountry.
Referringtoabsenceofaction

overmedia trial, the court said,
“There are so many orders
passed by the Supreme Court.
Nobodycares.”
The division bench of Chief

Justice Dipankar Datta and
Justice Girish S Kulkarni asked
the Centre: “Is there a statutory
mechanism for broadcasters?
When you have a Press Council
of India for printmedia,whydo
not you have a similar mecha-
nismforelectronicmedia?Why
shouldtheyhaveanopenhand?”
Additional Solicitor General

AnilSingh,representingthegov-
ernment,toldthecourt,“It isnot

asif thegovernmentisnotdoing
anything. It does take action on
complaints received against
channels.Thereareothermech-
anisms. It is to ensure that the
media remains independent.
But ultimately, the government
cannot control everything. The
presshasfreedomanditsrights.”
Seeking responses from the

Centreandthebroadcasters'as-
sociations, thecourtposted fur-
therhearing toWednesday.
Thedivisionbenchishearing

multiple PILs related tomedia
coverage in theprobe intoactor
Sushant Singh Rajpuit's death,
includingonebyactivistsNilesh
Navlakha, Mahibub D Shaikh
and Subhash Chander Chaba
throughseniorcounselDevadatt
Kamat along with advocates
Rajesh Inamdar and Shashwat
Anand. Their PIL states that the
natureof reportingbyTVchan-
nels is one of “sensationalism”,
whichisadverselyimpactingthe
ongoingCBIprobeintothecase.
The court is also hearing

other PILs filed by eight former
senior police officers from
MaharashtraandanNGO,seek-
ing restraining orders against
“media trial” in thecase.
Intheirplea,theactivistssub-

mittedthatnewschannelsneed
to follow the Programme Code
as per the Cable Television
Networks(Regulation)Act,1995,
andtheCentrehas to issuerele-
vantdirections in this regard.
SeniorcounselKamatargued

that when amatter is pending
investigation,orisatthestageof
trial, publishing material that
tendstoportrayaparticularout-
comeamountstocontempt,and
action is required against such
acts. He said that when com-
plaintsweremadetotheCentre
regarding TVmedia's coverage
of theRajputdeathcase, instead
of complying with its own
mechanisms todealwith viola-
tion of Programme Code the
governmentsentthemtoprivate
organisations such as the News
BroadcastersAssociation(NBA).

Why no statutory mechanism to
regulate TV media: HC to govt

TRP ‘scam’: Key
accused arrested
from UP’s Mirzapur

PAC to visit
Leh, meet
soldiers

Adhir
Ranjan
Chowdhury
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THE BOMBAY High Court on
Monday directed a 32-year-old
man booked for posting tweets
against Chief Minister Uddhav
Thackeray andhis sonandmin-
isterAadityaThackeraytoappear
before the Cyber Cell of the
MumbaiPoliceonOctober16for
questioning. The court also di-
rected the Nagpur resident,
SameetThakkar,tohandoverhis
mobilephoneto investigators.
A division bench of Justice S

S Shinde and JusticeMSKarnik
was hearing a plea filed by
Thakkar through advocate
Abhinav Chandrachud, seeking
to quash an FIR registered
against him over his tweets.
Thakkarhadsoughtinterimpro-
tection from arrest, pending
hearing in thecase.
However, Public prosecutor

Deepak Thakare for Mumbai
PolicetoldthecourtthatThakkar
did not cooperate with the po-
liceandfailedtocomplywiththe
previous court order as he ran
away from the V PMarg police
station without signing the
statement. Itwasdoneatthebe-
hest of a lawyerwhowas pres-
ent with Thakkar at the police
station, saidThakare.
Thakkar told the court that

heshouldbeallowedtohavean
advocate alongwith himwhen
hewill go to thepolice station.
After hearing submissions,

thecourtdirectedThakkar toat-
tendthepolicestationonOctober
16 and asked him to deposit his
cellphonewithpoliceandposted
furtherhearingtoOctober23.

SHUBHAJITROY
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER12

CALLINGCHINAthe“elephantin
the room”, visiting US Deputy
Secretary of State Stephen E.
BiegunonMondaysaid that the
Quad is a partnership driven by
sharedinterests,notbindingob-
ligations, and is not intended to
beanexclusivegrouping.
Biegunalsomadeitclearthat

the security partnerships the
UnitedStatesanditspartnersex-
plore today do not necessarily
need to follow themodel of the
last century of mutual defence
treatieswithaheavyin-country
presenceofUS troop.
Speaking at the Ananta

Centre India-US Forum in New
Delhi,Biegunsaid,“Anycountry
thatseeksa freeandopen Indo-
Pacific, and is willing to take
steps to ensure that, should be
welcometoworkwithus.”
On Monday, Biegun met

ForeignSecretaryHarshVardhan
Shringla and subsequently
External Affairs minister S
Jaishankar, amongother sched-
uled meetings in the govern-
ment during his three-day trip
to India. His conversations are
expected to set the stage for
Indo-US2+2ministerialmeeting
betweenJaishankarandDefence
Minister Rajnath Singh on the
Indian side, andUS Secretary of
State Michael R Pompeo and
DefenseSecretaryMarkEsper.
Biegun said the US has al-

ready begun “increased foreign

military sales and intelligence
sharingwith India. But there is
more thatwe can do, including
strengthening India’s ability to
defend itself and by promoting
interoperability amongourmil-
itaries throughregularexercises
andexchanges,commondefence
platforms,andco-development.
“Theupcoming2+2ministe-

rialmeeting between Secretary
PompeoandMinisterJaishankar
and their respective defence
counterpartswillbeanexcellent
opportunitytoexplorenextsteps
onsomeoftheseissues,”hesaid.
Stressing that the US post-

WorldWar II Pacific treaty al-
liances contributed to security
andprosperityintheIndo-Pacific
forsevendecades,hesaid, “But I
should also be clear that the se-

curity partnerships the United
States and our partners explore
todaydonotnecessarilyneedto
followthemodelof the lastcen-
tury... Today we benefit from
forgingcloselinkswithcountries,
likeIndia,thatshareourvisionof
a freeandopenIndo-Pacific...”
Biegunsaid,“Ofcourse,aswe

advanceinthisdirection,thereis
anelephantintheroom:China.”
Hesaidthat“recenteventsinthe
region” reflect that the Indo-US
worktogetherintheQuadandin
othermultilateral groupingsare
“critical pillars”, as “is formalis-
ingourcooperation—bilaterally
andwithothers—inmoreregu-
larandsystematicwaysthatoffer
benefitstoournations’security”.
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KRISHNKAUSHIK
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INDIAN AND Chinese Corps
Commanders met for the sev-
enthtimeonMondaytodiscuss
theongoingmilitarystandoff in
eastern Ladakh, which had be-
gun inearlyMay.
Themeeting startedatnoon

andtookplaceontheIndianside
of Chushul-Moldo Border
PersonnelMeeting (BPM)point
– it lasted late into the evening.
Sourcesinthedefenceestablish-
ment suggested that nomajor
breakthroughwasexpected.
ItwasthelastmeetingofXIV

Corps Commander Lt General
Harinder Singh, as he would
hand over the command to Lt
GeneralPGKMenononOctober
14.LtGeneralMenonwaspartof
Monday’smeeting,aswellasthe
sixth round of talks on
September21.
The Chinese delegationwas

led by Major General Liu Lin,
Commander of the South
XinjiangMilitaryDistrict.
TheIndiandelegationalsoin-

cludedNaveen Srivastava, joint
secretary, MEA (handling East
Asia), who has been represent-
ing India in the Working
MechanismforConsultationand
Coordination on India-China
Border Affairs (WMCC). Hewas
alsopartof the lastmeeting.
Forthefirsttime,theChinese

side also had a representative
from the country's Foreign

Ministry.
Sources in the government

said there was another senior
Army official, representing the
headquartersfromtheoperations
branchaspart of thedelegation.
Similarly, the sources said, the
Chinesedelegationalsoincluded
an official representing their
MinistryofNationalDefence.
Inthelastmeetingbothsides

hadagreedthatneitherwilltake
stepsthatcanleadtofurtheres-
calation.
Indiahasbeendemandingsta-

tusquoante,fortroopsfromboth
sides togobackto theirpositions
asofApril-end.Inthelastmeeting,
China had insisted that Indian
troopsshouldstepback fromthe
positions occupied by them in
August-endinChushulsub-sector,
allowingIndiatodominatethere-
gion,asthepositionsoverlooknot
only the SpanggurGap, but also
China’sMoldoGarrison.
India had insisted that the

entire eastern Ladakh regionbe
discussed, where both sides
havearound50,000troopseach
alongwith additional artillery,
tanksandairdefenceassets.
Withnosolutiontothestale-

mate,evenas theyagreedtonot
sendadditionaltroops,bothsides
have also prepared for deploy-
ment of additional troops
throughtheharshwinters.While
theymayneedtopullbacksome
troopsfromtheirpositions,espe-
ciallyontheheights,sourcessaid
India will only reduce troop
strengthonly if Chinadoes.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
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THE NEWS Broadcasting
StandardsAuthority(NBSA)has
imposed a fine of Rs 1 lakh on
news channel Aaj Tak for at-
tributing “fake tweets” to actor
SushantSinghRajputinabroad-
cast related tohisdeath.
The India Today Group,

which runs Aaj Tak, told The
Indian Express onMonday that
it will request NBSA to recon-

sider itsorder.
The NBSA also ordered Aaj

Tak, Zee News, News 24 and
IndiaTVtoairanapology forvi-
olating itsguidelineswhilecov-
eringRajput’sdeath.AajTakwas
found in violation of NBSA
guidelinesinfourseparatecom-
plaints and will have to air an
apology foreachviolation.
NBSAisanindependentbody

setupbytheNewsBroadcasters
Association (NBA) and tasked
withdecidingcomplaints about
broadcastsandholditsmembers

accountable. Retired Justice A K
Sikri is itscurrentchairperson.
In its detailed order dated

October 6, NBSA found that Aaj
Tak, inattributing faketweets to
Rajput,hadviolateditsguideline
on gathering information first-
handandfrommultiplesources.
Afterdiscoveringthatithadbeen
misled,thenewschanneldeleted
thetweetsandtookdownitsar-
ticle. NBSAwas of the view that
Aaj Tak should have verified the
information before airing the
newsreportandnotafter.

“Weare in process of filing a
representation before NBSA
whilerequestingtoreconsiderits
directions issued vide its Order
bearingNo. 73(2020) on the is-
sue of jurisdictional overreach,”
the corporate communications
teamof India TodayGroup said
inanemailedresponse.
Inadecisiononanothercom-

plaint, Aaj Tak, Zee News and
News24werepulledupforairing
offensiveheadlineswhilereport-
ingRajput’sdeath,whichtheNBSA
ordernotedaffected the “dignity

of thedeceased”.Theyhavebeen
orderedtoapologiseonair.
SudhirChaudhary,editor-in-

chief of Zee News, did not re-
spond to amessage seeking his
commentonNBSA’sorder.
Aaj Tak and India TV have

alsobeenasked toapologise for
showingvisualsofRajput’sbody.
Chairmanandeditor-in-chiefof
India TV, Rajat Sharma, did not
respondtoamessageseekinghis
comment.
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TOPUSOFFICIALSAYSCHINA ‘ELEPHANT INTHEROOM’

Can exploremore issues in
coming 2+2 talks: Biegun

Tweets against
Thackerays: HC
directs man to
deposit phone
with police EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE

NEWDELHI,OCTOBER12

CHIEFJUSTICEof IndiaSABobde
onMonday said that his father
Arvind Shrinivas Bobde and ju-
rist Nani Palkhiwala had re-
ceivedbreachofprivilegenotices
fromtheMaharashtraAssembly
during their time.
The CJI recalled this while

hearing a plea by Republic TV
Editor-In-Chief ArnabGoswami
against a show cause notice is-
suedtohimbythestateAssembly
forinitiationofbreachofprivilege
motionagainsthiminconnection
with reportageonactorSushant
SinghRajputdeathcase.
Takinguptheplea,theCJIsaid

the court’s understanding is that
it could be entertained only if
there isanyactionontherecom-
mendationoftheHouseprivilege
committeepursuanttothenotice.
“Ourunderstandingof lawis

that only when any action has
been taken by the committee,

thepleacouldbeentertainedbut
not when only show cause no-
tice is issued,” thebenchsaid.
SeniorAdvocateHarishSalve,

appearing for Goswami, said as
pertheofficereportinthematter,
thenoticeissuedontheprevious
date of hearingwas not served
upontheAssemblySecretary.
TheCJIaskedSalvetosaysoin

anaffidavit. “In theHouse, if one
member alleges a statement
againstanothermember,thenthe
Speaker takes note of it and for-
wards it to the Privileges
Committee.MyfatherandlateMr
NaniPalkhivalawereonceserved
suchanoticebytheMaharashtra
Assembly,”theCJIsaid.
Senior Advocate Abhishek

ManuSinghvi,appearingforthe
AssemblySecretary,agreedwith
theCJIandaddedonlywhenthe
complaintof breachofprivilege
is made to the Speaker in Lok
Sabha or Chairman in case of
RajyaSabhadoesthecommittee
submit its report recommend-
ingaction if any.

FIVEMONTHSintoIndia's
standoffwithChinese
PLAinLadakhandthe
QuadmeetinginTokyo,
thecommentsby
StephenBiegunarea
clearmessagetoan
aggressiveChina.New
Delhi, too, is takingthe
steptosignaltoBeijing
that it isnotalone.
Beigun'svisitsetsthe
stageforapossible India-
US2+2in-personmeet-
inglaterthismonth.

Signal to
Beijing: India
notaloneE●EX
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ExternalAffairsMinisterSJaishankarwithUSDeputySecretaryofStateStephenBiegun.Twitter

India, China military
commanders meet
for 7th time over
Ladakh standoff
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AMASSIVEpoweroutagecaused
bygrid failuredisruptednormal
life intheMumbaiMetropolitan
Region (MMR) and beyond on
Monday, bringing to a standstill
for a fewhours atmid-morning
severalessentialservices,includ-
ing suburban trains ferrying es-
sential servicesworkers, online
examsandwatersupply.
Whilepowersupplyinmany

parts was restored within two
hours,insomepartsofsuburban
MumbaiandThane, supplyhad

not been restored late into the
evening. The last timeMumbai
experienced such a longoutage
was in2018.
Forty patients were shifted

fromApex Hospital inMulund
after the generator caught fire
duetooverheating.The firewas
extinguished in theevening.
Chief Minister Uddhav

Thackerayorderedaninquiryinto
the grid failure. He also held a
meetingwith EnergyMinister
Nitin Raut, senior government
and energy officials onMonday
evening.Theprobewill look into
technicalfaultsbehindtheoutage
inMumbaiandthoseresponsible

for it, a statement fromtheChief
Minister’sOffice(CMO)said.
The outage began at 10.05

am. Powerdisruptionswere re-
ported from all parts of the
Island city and its suburbs, as
well as from Thane, Panvel,
Dombivili andKalyan, andeven
as farawayasLonavala.
Suburban train serviceswere

hitimmediately,withcommuters
strandedintrainsinbetweensta-
tions.As the trains areopenonly
foressentialservicesworkersbe-
causeof theCovid-19pandemic,
thepowercuthadadominoeffect
onessentialservicesasstafffailed
to turn up for work on time. A

statement fromCentral Railway
(CR) said train serviceswere re-
stored at 12:26 pm. Western
Railway (WR) said train services
resumedfrom12:20pm.
The outage, at least two

hours in many places but
stretching to as long as five, six
and even eight hours in others,
causeddisruptionsinwatersup-
ply insomeareas.
Theongoingfinal-yearonline

exams inMumbai colleges had
tobeputoff toanotherday, and
hearings at the Bombay High
Courtandlowercourtsresumed
after two hours. Equippedwith
solid back-ups, the airport and

stockexchangewereunaffected.
Hospitals,withICUsfilledwith

Covid-19 patients, switched to
generatorsimmediately.Inprepa-
ration for apotentially longwait
forpowertoberestored,Mumbai
municipal commissioner I S
Chahal asked all hospitals to
arrange for sufficient supply of
dieselforatleasteighthours.
A statement fromCMO said

the power supply to Mumbai
wascutoff ataround10amdue
tobreakdownof thepowerline.
However,thepowersupplywas
restored, inmajor parts, within
threeandahalfhourson“awar-
footing”, it said.

CommuterswaitatMumbaiCentral stationafter train
serviceswerestalledduringapoweroutage.GaneshShirsekar

Grid failure leads to massive power outage in Mumbai

BREACHOFPRIVILEGENOTICE

SC: Arnab’s plea can be
entertained if action taken

Aaj Tak fined Rs 1 lakh for attributing ‘fake tweets’ to
Sushant, group to request NBSA to reconsider order
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Purvanchal Vidyut Vitaran
Nigam Limited Vidyut
Nagar, P.O. - DLW Varanasi-

221004 E-Tender Notice E- tender
are invited for the following material.
The tender will be accepted up to at
15.00 hrs. Please visit our website
www.etender.up.nic.in for details/
download and for any other
corrections/ amendments/
modifications/ extensions till the
date of submission of bids. SI. No.:
1, Tender Specification No.: EAV-
21/2020-21, Name of Material: AB
Cable (3x95+1x70+1x16) Sq.mm.,
Qty.: 120 Km., Earnest Money
(Rs.): 3,26,000.00, Tender Fee
(Rs.): 5,000.00 + GST @ 18%, Last
date & Time for online
submission of tender document:
18.11.2020 15.00 Hrs., Last Date &
Time for opening of tender part-1:
19.11.2020 15.00 Hrs. Sd/-
SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER
(MM-I) “Save Electricity in the
interest of Nation” ´fÂffaI : 2740/
´fac.d½f.d½f.d³f.d»f.(½ff.)/Àff.´fi.-I/AA-I/d½fÄff´f³f
dQ³ffIa : 12.10.2020

BOARD OF SECONDARY EDUCATION
MADHYA PRADESH
Shivaji Nagar, Bhopal -462011
Phone : (0755) 2551650, Fax : (0755) 2552061

No./828/DATA/2020 Bhopal, Dated : 09.10.2020

NOTICE INVITING TENDER
Online tenders are invited for Data Processing and Result
Process for conduct of NTSE and NMMSS examinations
(around 2.40 Lakhs Candidates are expected to appear in
the examination) conducted by the BSE for the academic
year 2020-21. Only Computer Firms located outside the State
of Madhya Pradesh may participate in the tender process. The
Tender document is available on https://mptenders.gov.in
detailed terms and conditions are mentioned in the tender
document.

KEY DATES AND TIME
To submit online tenders logon to https://mptenders.gov.in
Important dates for Online submission are :

1. Online Tender Publishing Date : 12 .10.2020 at 5:00 P.M.
2. Online Tender Purchase and : 13.10.2020 at 5:00 P.M

Submission Start Date
3. Bid Submission Closing Date : 03.11.2020 at 2:00 P.M.
4. Technical Bid Opening : 04.11.2020 at 3:00 P.M.
5. Commercial Bid Opening : 05.11.2020 at 3:00 P.M.

M.P. Madhyam/98670/2020 SECRETARY

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
SRINAGAR,OCTOBER12

THREETEACHERSof a school in
Shopian in southKashmir have
beendetained under the Public
SafetyAct(PSA)andmoreareun-
dersurveillance,oneyearafterthe
institutecameonthepoliceradar
whenoneofitsalumniwasfound
involved in the Pulwama blast
whichleftnearly40CRPFperson-
neldead,policesaid.
“The name of the school is

Siraj-ul-Uloom,” said Inspector
General of Police (IGP) Kashmir
VijayKumarwhen asked about
the school. “We have already
booked its three teachers under
thePSA.TheyareAbdulAhadBhat,
AbdulRoufBhatandMohammad
YousufWani.”Answeringanother
query,hesaid, “Aroundfivetosix
otherteachersoftheschoolareun-
dersurveillance.Wehavewarned
themunder107CrPC…Thescho-
olisbasicallyaffiliatedwithJama-
at-e-Islami (Jammu and
Kashmir).” Section 107 of the
Criminal Procedure Code deals
withanylikelybreachofpeaceor
publictranquility.

Oneofthebiggestseminaries
insouthKashmir,Siraj-ul-Uloom
runs a senior secondary school
that imparts religious andmod-
ern education and is recognised
by JammuandKashmirBoardof
SchoolEducation.Whilesomeof
themembersoftheschoolareaf-
filiated to the banned Jamaat-e-
Islami(JammuandKashmir), it is
runbyaseparatebodyunderthe
Siraj-ul-UloomEducationalTrust.
The school first cameunder

the scanner in 2019whenSajad
Ahmad,oneofitsformerstudents,
wasfoundinvolvedinthecarblast
atLethpora—heprovidedtheve-
hiclefortheblastthatkilled40pa-
ramilitary personnel. Police said
someother studentsandalumni
oftheschoolhavealsobeenfound
involvedinmilitantactivities.
“Allmilitants are students of

oneortheothereducationalinsti-
tute,” said a senior police officer.
“Over the last three-four years,
over500boyshavebecomemili-
tants in southKashmir. It is true
that 10-15might havebeen stu-
dents of this school, but others
were fromother schools. There
are more students who were
graduatesorstudentsofengineer-
ingcollegeswhohavejoinedmil-
itantsthanthereligiousschools.”

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
SRINAGAR,OCTOBER12

A COMMANDER of Lashkar-e-
Taiba (LeT) from Pakistan, who
was responsible for several re-
centattacksonsecurityperson-
nelinKashmir,andhisassociate
were killed on Monday in an
encounter in Srinagar, J&K
Police said.
Theyidentifiedthemilitants

asLeTcommanderSaifullahand
his associate IrshadAhmadDar
of Pulwama.
According to officials, a joint

teamof J&KPoliceandCRPFcor-
doned off the city’s Barzulla
neighbourhoodbasedon inputs
about the presence ofmilitants.
While a searchwason, themili-

tants opened fire on the team,
leadingtothegunfight.
J&KDGPDilbagSinghtoldre-

porters, “The important thing
about today’soperationwasthat
a top Lashkar commander
(Saifullah)waskilledinit.”
“Saifullahwas part of three

major attacks — an attack on
CRPF some days ago at
Kaisermulla, Budgam, inwhich
our ASI was martyred. Some
days ago, another CRPF party
was attacked at Kandizal in
which two jawans were mar-
tyred and three others injured.
After that, another attack on a
convoy in Kandizal thatwas re-
pelled. Also, the attack near
Nowgam inwhich two police-
menof armedpoliceweremar-
tyred,hewas involvedinthatas

well,”DGPSinghadded.
Thiswas theeight encounter

in Srinagar this year, he said. “In
theseeightencounters,wekilled
18terroristssofar,”DGPSinghsaid
inresponsetoaquestion.
“Lashkarandothersaretrying

togetafootholdinthecitybutour
int(elligence)networkisgoodand
quiteeffective.Becauseofthat,our
troops are able to take care of
them,”headded.
Singh said that 180militants

havebeenkilledin75operations
acrosstheValleyinthisyearsofar,
and138militantsandtheirasso-
ciateshavebeenarrested.
TheValleyhasseenasteeprise

in ‘shoot-and-run’ attacksby the
militantsinrecentmonths.Police
saySaifullahwasbehindmostof
theseattacks.

FormerstudentlinktoPulwamablast
putShopianinstituteonpoliceradar

J&K cops:Three
school teachers
heldunderPSA
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2 LeT militants killed in encounter

Smokebillowsoutof ahouseduringtheencounteratoldBarzulla inSrinagaronMonday.PTI

MEA: 7 Indians
abducted in
Libya released

AVANEESHMISHRA
LUCKNOW,OCTOBER12

EIGHTSTUDENTSofacollegeal-
legedly blackmailed and gan-
graped a 17-year-old girl in
Jhansidistrict.
Accordingtoseniorpoliceof-

ficials, the accusedusedavideo
to extort Rs 2,000 from the girl.
They also allegedly beat up an-
other student thegirlwasgoing
tomeet,afterhetriedtostopthe
accused from sexually assault-
ingheronSunday.
While the FIR in the case

named one accused and 10-15
unidentified people, eight stu-
dents including the named ac-
cusedhavebeenarrested.
“The girl — a student — had

come tomeet another student.
The accused sawthemmeeting
and recorded their video to
blackmailthem.Usingthevideo,
they made the girl transfer Rs
2,000 to a local shop and took
that money from the shop-
keeper.Asthegirlwasalreadyin
panic, they further blackmailed
her and took her to a hostel
room.Whentheboy tried to in-
tervene, theybeathimup,” said
DistrictMagistrateAndraVamsi.
SP City Vivek Tripath said

thatawirelessdepartmentcon-
stable was passing bywhen he
noticed that the accused were
beating up a boy. When he in-
tervened, the accused ran
away. The constable then in-
formed the control room
and additional police forces

reached the spot.
Seniorpoliceofficialssaidthat

thepresenceofsemeninthehos-
tel roomconfirmed that the girl
wassexuallyassaulted.
The report of the girl’smed-

icalexaminationisawaited.The
semen has been sent for DNA
test, said theASP.
AnFIRwas registeredonthe

girl’s complaint against one
named accused and at least 10
unidentified people under
Sections376D(gangrape), 120B
(criminal conspiracy), 395 (da-
coity),386(extortionbyputting
apersoninfearofdeathorgriev-
ous hurt) and 323 (voluntarily
causing hurt) of the IPC along
withsectionof theProtectionof
Children from Sexual Offences
(POCSO)Act.
DM Vamsi told The Indian

Express that the college hostel
wasshutbut thepremiseswere
openthatdaybecauseanexam-
inationwasgoingon.
SSPDineshKumarPsaidthat

theyhaveseparatelyquestioned
the eight arrested persons, and
further investigation ison.
The State Human Rights

Commission took cognizanceof
thematter. In an order letter to
the Jhansi SSP, commission
member Justice K P Singh said,
“Primafacietheincidentappears
to be a clear example of human
rightsviolation,andthecommis-
sion is taking suo motu cog-
nizance. In the incident, the SPP
shouldget an investigationcon-
ductedandsubmit the report to
thecommission in fourweeks.”

Jhansi: Eight
students held for
‘blackmail and
gangrape’ of teen

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER12

THESUPREMECourtonMonday
asked the Kerala Union of
Working Journalists (KUWJ),
whichhadfiledapleaseekingre-
lease of theirmember Sidhique
Kappan—whowas arrestedby
Uttar Pradesh Policewhile al-
legedly on theway tomeet the
Hathrasvictim’sfamily—tomove
theAllahabadHighCourtfirst.
“Please approach the

Allahabad High Court,” Chief
Justice S A Bobde told Senior
Advocate Kapil Sibal, who ap-
pearedforthejournalists’body.
Sibalsaiditwasahabeascor-

pusmatterwhenthepetitionwas
filed, but the police later added
charges under the Unlawful
ActivitiesPreventionAct(UAPA).
“Nocourt inUPwill grantus

bail. Let us approachyouunder
Article32oftheConstitution,”the
seniorcounseltoldthebench,also
comprising JusticesASBopanna
andVRamasubramanian.
But thebench toldhim“you

approachtheHC”,andsoughtto

allayhisconcernssayingtheapex
court is there in case something
goeswrong.
Kappan was arrested on

October 5 alongwith threeoth-
ers,with thepolice alleging that
theywere associatedwith the
PopularFrontof India(PFI).
TheKUWJsaidthatKappanis

“amember”and“journalistwith
more than10 years’ experience
presentlyworkingwith”a“news
portalandamemberof thepeti-
tionerunion”.
ItsaidKappanwasonhisway

toreportontheHathrasincident
when he was picked up, and
sought his release from “illegal
detention”.
The journalists’ body con-

tendedthat thearrest is inviola-
tion of earlier guidelines by the
SupremeCourt and “waswith a
viewtoobstructthedischargeof
dutyasajournalist”.
Kappan writes for a

Malayalamnewswebsite.Heear-
lierworkedwithMalayalamdaily
Thejas,whichwasrunbythePFI.
The paper shut its print edition
sinceDecember2018citing lack
ofadvertisementrevenue.

Go to HC: SC to
union seeking release
of Kerala journalist

SHAJUPHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,OCTOBER12

KERALA HAS become the first state in the
country to have high-tech classrooms or
high-tech labs in all government-run and
aidedschools,ChiefMinisterPinarayiVijayan
saidonMonday.
Under the state government’s high-tech

classroomscheme, 16,027 schools frompri-
mary to higher secondary level have been
equippedwith 3.74 lakh digital gadgets, ac-
cording to theprojectdocument.
Aspart of this flagshipproject of the LDF

government,high-techlabshavebeensetup
in primary and upper primary schools and
40,000classroomsinhighschoolandhigher
secondaryschoolshavebeenconvertedinto
smartclassrooms. Highspeedbroadbandin-
ternethas beenensured in12,678schools.

The Chief
Minister said all
students in Kerala
can nowusemod-
ern technology for
theirstudies.

The govern-
ment, he said, was
determined to give
qualityeducationto
all sections of peo-
ple. The govern-
ment envisaged to
ensuredigital facil-
ities for children in
rural areas too and
facilities at schools

inruralareasarebeingimprovedsothatthey
areonaparwiththoseinanyhigh-endschool,
hesaid.
“In reviving the state’s public education,

thegovernmenthasensuredpeople’spartic-
ipation.Thethree-tierlocalbodieshavebeen
entrustedwith the task of reviving thepub-
lic education system. Several government
schoolsonthevergeofclosurehavebeenre-
vived. Kerala schools nowhaveworld-class
facilities and this has brought in changes in
theacademic sectoralso,’’ he said.
TheChiefMinistersaidthataspartof the

project,2lakhlaptopshavebeendistributed
inschools.
“Wehaven’tsofartakensolecredit forall

theseachievements.Othersmighthavedone
somethingandthisgovernmentcouldcom-
plete that. It should be seen as the achieve-
mentof thestate.Noneedfortryingtocover
up theachievements,’’ he said.
Theprojectwasimplementedbythestate

educationdepartment’sKeralaInfrastructure
andTechnologyforEducationwithfinancial
aidfromtheKeralaInfrastructureInvestment
FundBoard.
Also,legislatorsandMPshavecontributed

from their local area development fund, an
official statement said.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER12

THE MINISTRY of External
Affairs (MEA) onMonday said
thatsevenIndiannationals,who
were abducted at Asshwerif in
LibyaonSeptember14,werere-
leasedonOctober11.
“Wearehappytoinformthat

the seven Indian nationalswho
hadbeenabductedatAsshwerif
in Libya on 14 Septemberwere
finally released yesterday
(October11).OurAmbassadorto
Tunisia Shri Puneet Roy Kundal
spoke to themover phone after
they were handed over by the
abductors to the company Al
Shola AlMudia. All of them are
ingoodhealthandarecurrently
staying in the company’sprem-
ises in Brega. We are trying to
completerequisiteformalitiesto
enable their return to India.”
It also said, “We convey our

sincere thanks to theLibyanau-
thorities and the tribal elders
from the region for their stead-
fast cooperation in securing the
release of our nationals un-
harmed. Both our Ambassador
toTunisiaandourlocalconsular
staffwereinconstanttouchwith
them and the company all
throughthecrisis.”
The Ministry said that it

wouldliketoreiteratethatthere
isbanontravelof Indiannation-
als to Libya, irrespective of the
purpose, sinceMay2016,dueto
thesecurity situation there.

E-TENDER NOTICE Tender are invited, through e-tendering for
supply of 2,00,000 nos. Single Phase Two Wire Electronic energy
meter (5-30) Amp. (Along with pilfer proof box & Seals) against
tender specification no. PVVNL-MT/COM/05/20-21. Date of
opening of above tenders: 09.11.2020 For detailed information
please log on www.pvvnl.org & E-Tendering website
www.etender.up.nic.in till the date of submission of bids.
Superintending Engineer (Commercial) “Help line Number For
Information of Theft of Electricity: “1800-180-3002 (Meerut) &
9412207451” Remark- www.etender.up.nic.in Sd/- Superintending
Engineer (Commercial) For Managing Director “SAVE ELECTRICITY
IN THE INTEREST OF THE NATION” ´fÂffaI : 9061 dQ³fafI : 12.10.2020

Paschimanchal Vidyut Vitran
Nigam Ltd., Victoria Park, Meerut.

KeralaCM
PinarayiVijayan

Kerala 1st in country with
high-tech classrooms in
govt, aided schools: CM

ARRESTEDONWAYTOHATHRAS
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● INTERVIEW

KCTYAGI,JD(U)
SPOKESPERSON

WHATCONSTITUTESNDAIN
BIHARANDWHATISITS
SOCIALCOMPOSITION?

●THEKEYPLAYERS
ANDWHAT’SATSTAKEFORTHEM,

THESTATE

P O L I T I C SH A S H T A G

Nitish’s15yrshaveseenhighgrowth,especiallyinwelfareindices,spending;industriesslowertocatchup

BIHAR: ECONOMY

Dragged by legacy issues,
a slow, steady progress

AASHISHARYAN
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER12

ASBIHARheads intoanelection thatprom-
ises tobeabattleofproxies foughtbetween
formerandpresentallies,onthestate’seco-
nomicconditionsalone,ChiefMinisterNitish
Kumarseemstohaveaclearedge.Thestate
hasimprovedinthelastfiveyearsintermsof
growth of the gross state domestic product
(GSDP), agriculture, expenditure on health
andeducation, aswell as infrastructure.
However, Bihar’s legacy problems such

asminimal industrialisation, clean water,
sanitation, open defecation, rural housing,
andmicrofinance for small andmarginal
farmerscontinue.
In the first decade of Nitish as CM, be-

tween 2005-06 and 2014-15, the GSDP of
Bihar at constant prices grew annually at
10.5%.While this spikewas attributed to a
low-baseeffect,theGSDPcontinuedtogrow
atanaveragerateof9.8%,higherthanthena-
tional growth rate, even between 2010-11
and2014-15.
Before the 2015 Assembly elections,

Kumarcalledoffhisdecade-oldrelationship
withtheBJP-ledNDAandoptedtogotopolls
withhislong-timepoliticalfoeLaluPrasad’s
Mahagathbandhan.Thealliancegotelected,
but couldnot last the term. Twoyears later,
in 2017, Kumar walked out of the
Mahagathbandhanpartnership to returnto
theNDAandcontinueasCM.
Thepoliticalsee-sawseemedtohavehad

itseffectontheGSDP.In2015-16,thegrowth
ratefellto7.6%,muchlowerthanNitish’spre-
vious two terms, albeit still higher than the
nationalgrowthrate.

Struggling industry
However, Bihar continues to remain

plaguedbynegligibleincomeandgrowthin
its industrial sector -- reflectedboth in its li-
abilitiesandrevenuereceipts. Inhis15years,
Nitishhasnotmanagedtomakeamajordent
intheoutstandingliabilities--injustthepe-
riod between 2015 and 2019, these grew
fromRs1.16 lakhcrore toRs1.68 lakhcrore.
Bihar’s revenue receipts, meanwhile, have
consistently fallen short of budgeted esti-
mates.ThehighofRs14,823crorein2017-18
hadfallento less thanhalf,Rs6,897crore, in
2018-19.
Atthebeginningof thisAssembly’sterm,

2015-16,whenthe industrial sectorgrewat
7.1%,itcontributedonly19%oftheGSDP.This
was far below the national average of 30%,
and nearly half the average contribution of
the industrial sector even in neighbouring
Jharkhand (whenBiharand Jharkhandsplit
intotwostates,thesmallerpartnercornered
the lion’s shareof its industries).
Whilerisingsincethen,thecontribution

of the industrial sector to theGSDPwasstill
onlyaround20%in2017-18(thenationalav-
eragewas31.2%,while the Jharkhandfigure
stoodat37.1%).
At the end of 2016-17, only about 2,900

ofBihar’sestimated3,531factorieswereop-
erational, employingonanaverage40peo-
pleeach.Thenationalaverageisnearlydou-

ble, 77workers. The average salary per an-
numperworker inBihar thenwas adismal
Rs1.2lakh,againlessthanhalfofthenational
averageof Rs2.5 lakh.

Growth in farming
Thegrowthinagricultureandalliedactiv-

ities,onthecontrary,apriority for the JD(U)
government, has been slow but steady.
About 70% of Bihar’s workforce is depend-
ent on agriculture. The share of agriculture
intheGSDPstoodat20%in2017-18,upfrom
18% five years ago.With an average annual

growth rate of 4.4% over the past five years,
theproductionofmajorcropslikemaize,rice
andwheathasgrowndespiteafall inthenet
sownarea.
Agriculturehasalsodonewelldespitethe

government’sownfluctuatingcontribution.
In2015-16,thetotalexpenditureonagricul-
ture and allied activities stood at Rs 4,119.9
crore,or11%ofthestate’stotalspendoneco-
nomic services. In 2016-17, this camedown
toRs2,414.4crore,whileinthefollowingfis-
cal, it jumpedbacktoRs5.724.1crore.Public
expenditureonagriculturalresearchhasalso

seenadeclineover thepast fiveyears.
Microfinance to small and marginal

farmers remains an issue -- despite them
making up 91% of the state’s farming com-
munity, holding an average landholding of
0.4hectares.

Boost towelfare
On the other hand, Bihar, historically in

thelowestrungsofhumandevelopmentin-
dexessuchashealthandeducation,hasbeen
catchinguponspending in thesocial sector
under Nitish. For 2020-21, Deputy CM and
FinanceMinisterSushilKumarModihasal-
locatedRs39,351croreforeducation,sports,
arts andculture. This is substantiallyhigher
thantheRs22,027.9croreallocationin2015-
16 (17% of the state budget), of which Bihar
managed to spend Rs 19,385.6 crore. The
statehasbeentryingtostemitshighdropout
rates,whichstoodat52.5% forgirlsand59%
for boys at the secondary school level in
2015-16.
Similarly, theNitishgoverment’sbudget

ofRs10,602croreforhealthandfamilywel-
fare programmes in 2020-21 ismore than
double the Rs 4,971.6 crore allocation in
2015-16.Thespendingonhealthandfamily
welfare in 2020-21 is likely to be consider-
ably higher due to the Covid-19 pandemic,
apart from the expenditure as Bihar tries to
rampupitsdistrictandreferralhospitals,as
well as the number of health centres from
114per10 lakhpeoplecurrently.
Theprogresshasbeenslow.Onlyonedis-

trict hospital was constructed andmade
functionalbythestategovernmentbetween
2012 and 2019, whereas the number of re-
ferralhospitalshasremainedstagnantat70.
The number of primary health centres also
hasunremainedvirtuallychanged,withthe
lastcount533in2019,sameasfortheprevi-
oussevenyears.

ASTORY INNUMBERS
GDP (in%) PER CAPITA INCOME*

* In rupeesat constantprices
(2011-12)
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BIHAR’S EXPENDITURE ON KEY SECTORS
Sector/Year 2015-16 2016-17 2017-18 2018-19 2019-20*

Education 19,385.6 19,713 23,656 28,080 35,942

PublicHealth 4,571 5,493 6,535 7,318 9,157

SocialServices 38,684 44,329 58,492 58,284 -

All figures in rupeescrores *BudgetedEstimate

Source:BiharEconomicSurvey,RBI studyof statebudgets

RJD on Monday released the party’s campaign song Iss baar Tejashwi tay hai
(Tejashwi is certain this time). The clip, meant to circulate on social media,
especially WhatsApp, projects party chief Lalu Prasad’s younger son as
Bihar’s CM face. The 3.57-long clip has two shots of Lalu Prasad

6.7KLIKES,1.4KSHARES,539COMMENTSIN4HOURSONRJD’SFACEBOOKPAGE

●PMNarendraModi pays homage to
Dr RamManohar Lohia on his death anniversary

He tweeted that the socialist ideologue (who died aged 57 in 1967) was an
inspiration for the country and “dedicated (his) life to strengthening
democracy”, and “put ideology above power”

19.8KLIKES,2,845RETWEETSIN3HOURS

●FB ENGAGEMENT
ONFACEBOOK,532POSTSON‘BIHARELECTIONS’
GENERATED142,400LIKES/COMMENTS IN24
HOURSTILL7PMONOCTOBER12

BIHAR ELECTIONSATAGLANCE
TOTALPOLLINGSTATIONS
(Abig jumpthistimetospaceoutvoters
becauseofCovidprecautions)

(Averagenumberofvotersatapolling stationhasbeen
broughtdownto684 in2020, from1,026 in2015,939 in2010
and910 in2005)

BIHARELECTION
PHASES
(shortestpoll since2005)

2005 4

2010 6

2015 5

2020 3

2005: 56,442

2010: 58,694

2015: 65,367

2020: 1,06,526

MANOJCG
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER12

OVERAweekaftertheRJDandCongressan-
nounced a seat-sharing pact for the Bihar
Assemblyelections,thepartiesareyettore-
veal the full list of seats that theywill con-
test, triggering confusion and growing re-
sentment in theCongress ranks.
TheCongresshassofarannouncedcandi-

datesfor21seats,butmostoftheseniorlead-
ers are clueless about the rest of the con-
stituencies that the party will contest,
promptingmanytowonderatthereasonfor
the unusual secrecy. Several middle-rung
leaders claim that the RJDhas succeeded in
givingtheCongress“difficult”seats.
“We focused on the numbers... insisted

on70 seats. But thequality of the seats that
we have been given... at least that is what I
haveheardsinceIhavenotseenthefull list...
isdoubtful. Ihavebeentoldthatseatswhere
the RJD has strong candidates have been
takenbyit.Idon’tknowwhythelisthasbeen
kepta secret,” a senior leader said.
For instance,sourcessaid, theCongress is

set to get the Supaul seat. State Energy
Minister Bijendra PrasadYadav is the sitting
MLAfromhere,havingwonin2015asacan-
didateoftheJD(U)thatwasthenwiththeRJD
andCongress. In2010,whenYadavhadwon
aswell,theRJDhadcontestedtheseatandhad
come second and the Congress third. “It is a
toughseat forus,”aCongress leadersaid.
Similarly, leaders say the Bihariganj seat

inMadhepuraiscomingtotheCongress.The
RJDhadcomesecond in that seat in2010. In
2015, it had gone to the JD(U) as part of the

seat-sharing arrangement. “Our candidate,
senior leader Ranjeet Ranjan, came third in
2010,”a leadersaid,adding, “There isspecu-
lation that Sharad Yadav’s daughter could
contestfromthere.”WithSharadYadavhav-
ing floated aparty of his own (it announced
plans to contest 51 seats on its own, on
Monday) thatwouldfurthersplit thevotes.
Another leader said, “I am told the

Sonbarsa reservedseat is beinggiven to the
Congress. We had polled less than 11,000
votestherein2010.TheRJD-LJPalliancecan-
didatehadcomesecondthen.”
On the other hand, Alamnagar in the

samedistrict,wheretheCongresshadcome
second in 2010 and where it fancies its
chances, is likely togo to theRJD.
Thereisalreadymuchresentmentinthe

Congress over the Bachhwara seat going to

the CPI. The seat had beenwon in 2015 by
veteran Congress leader Ramdeo Rai, who
died last month. The Congress leadership
hadpromisedhis son theseat.
The Digha seat fromwhere state Youth

Congress president Gunjan Patelwanted to
contesthasgonetoanotherally,CPI(M-L).
A leader said the fact is that everydayof

silence ismakingmattersworse. “One day
we are told that the Govindganj seat in
Motihari iscomingtotheCongress.Oneday
it is said that theRJDwill contest it.”
Once its issueswithpartnersaresettled,

theCongresswillhavein-houseproblemsto
resolve. Recently, party workers sat on a
dharna at the Congress headquarters over
thedecisiontogiveGajanandShahitheticket
from Barbigha. There have been protests
withslogans like “Stop thesaleof tickets”.

Cycles forschoolgirlswasoneofNitishgovt’s schemes.For2020-21, ithasdoubledbudget forhealth, familywelfare. File

TejPratappostedthisphotoonFacebook, “of receivingRJDsymbol forHasanpur
seat” frommotherRabriDevi, adding“MissYouPapa”.He last fought fromMahua

SANTOSHSINGH
PATNA,OCTOBER12

CAMPAIGNINGFORthe2019LokSabhapolls
inUjiarpurconstituencyinBihar’sSamastipur
district,thenBJPnationalpresidentAmitShah
promised“givingsomeimportant” jobtoBJP
candidateNityanandRai if hewon and the
NDAreturned topower. Shahkepthisword,
making Rai aMinister of State in theUnion
HomeMinistry.FromjustanotherBJPMLAun-
til2010,RaibecameShah’sofficialdeputylast
year.Hismeteoricrisehasstunnedall.
Rai, 54, has emerged as the BJP’s Yadav

faceanditsleadingcontenderforchiefmin-
ister’s chair, should it come to that, in Bihar,
where traditionally the saffron party has
been associated with upper castes and
YadavshavesupportedLaluPrasad’sRJD.
The sonof a farmer, Rai has been associ-

atedwith the SanghParivar since1981, join-
ingtheABVPthatyearasastudentactivist.He
attendedRSSshakhaswhiledoinghisgradua-
tion from RN College in Hajipur, and first
caught attentionof BJPpatriarchKailashpati
Mishra,whonoticedandgroomedhim.

Eventually,RaiwouldendtheCongress’s
influenceinthearea,andrepeatedlywonthe
Hajipur Assembly seat between 2000 and
2010. The wins particularly counted as
HajipurisaconstituencysurroundedbyRJD
bastionsRaghopur (RabriDevi’s three-time
winning seat until 2010), and Mahua,
SonepurandParsa(thelasttwoconstituen-
cies representedbyLalu).
Inthe2014LokSabhapolls,Raicontested

fromUjiarpurandagainwon, inanelection
that theBJPhadswept in thestate,winning
31of 40seats.
In2016,ShahchoseRai toheadthestate

BJP, the first time that theparty had chosen

anOBC leader for the post after continuous
terms at the top of upper-caste leaders like
Radha Mohan Singh, Dr C P Thakur and
MangalPandey.
Havingaffirmedhispositionamonglead-

erssuchasSushilKumarModi,PremKumar,
Ashwini Kumar Choubey, Nand Kishore
YadavandGirirajSinghintheBiharBJP,Raiis
nowtheleadfaceamongthesecond-gener-
ationpartyleadersinthestate,readytotake
overfromtheolderclique.Lastmonth,seal-
ingthatfurther,theBJPappointedhimhead
ofthe70-memberelectionsteeringcommit-
tee for the polls. Rai is also the chairman-
cum-convenorof thecommittee.

Only 21 of 70 seats decided, suspense
in Cong over RJD’s plans for it grows The rise and rise of

Nityanand Rai
AmitShah’sdeputy inHomeMinistry,
the54-yr-old isBJP’sYadav face in
Bihar,heads its70-memberpollpanel,
andprovedhisworth inaLalubastion

Illustration: SuvajitDey
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FIRST STEPS
FinanceMinister’spackagetoreviveconsumptionandinvestmentis

modest,raisesexpectationsofmoretocome

O NMONDAY,UNIONFinanceMinisterNirmalaSitharamanannouncedasetof
measuresaimedatrevivingconsumptionandinvestmentactivityintheecon-
omy.Theyfollowatwo-prongedapproach:First,puttingmoneyinthehands
ofgovernmentemployeessoastoincentivisespending,andsecond,increas-

ing capital expenditure byboth central and state governments. According to the govern-
ment’sestimates, thesemeasuresareexpectedtoboostdemandbyRs73,000crorebythe
endof this financialyear.Seenagainst thescaleof economicdestruction, themeasuresan-
nouncedonMonday,whilelimitingthefiscalcosts,aremodestfirststeps.Theyareunlikely
toprovideanymeaningful,durablepushtoeconomicactivity.Yettheysignalanacknowledge-
mentonthepartof thegovernmentof theneedformeasurestoboostdemand—andraise
expectationsthatmoremeasuresareintheoffing.
Theprovisions to boost consumer spending are of twokinds. First, the “Leave Travel

ConcessionCashVoucherScheme”providescentralgovernmentemployeesmoneyinlieu
of leavetravelconcessionforthe2018-21period.Employeescanutilisethisamounttopur-
chase goods and services, subject to the spending being done throughdigital channels.
Alongside,theCentrewillreviveaone-timefestivaladvanceschemegivingRs10,000togov-
ernmentemployees.Conditionalupontheiradoption,thesetwomeasurestogetherareex-
pectedtoboostdemandbyaroundRs36,000crore.However,notonlydotheconditionsim-
posedbythegovernmentrestricttheavenuesofspending,themeasuresarefairlylimitedin
theirscope,anddon’taddressthedistressinlargepartsof thelabourmarket,especiallythe
informalsector.Thesecondsetofannouncementsthataimtospurcapitalspendinginclude
a50-yearinterestfreeloanofRs12,000croretostates,andtheenhancementofcentralgov-
ernmentcapitalexpenditurebyRs25,000crore.Consideringthatthetotalcapitaloutlayof
stateswaspeggedatRs5.81 lakhcrore in2019-20(BE), these loanstostatesareunlikely to
boostcapitalspending,andwillbeinadequatetooffsettheshortfall intheirtaxdevolution,
thoughtheycouldbeused forclearingpendingbills. Further, considering that theCentre’s
capitalspendinginthefirstfivemonthsoftheyearhasbeenmarginallylowerthanlastyear,
towhatextentthisadditionalallocationcanbereleasedquicklyisdebatable.
TheGDPdata releasedby theNationalStatisticsOffice (NSO)hadrevealed theextent

ofthecollapseinhouseholdconsumptionandinvestmentintheeconomyinthefirstquar-
terof thecurrentfinancialyear.Forthefullyear,theRBInowexpectstheeconomytocon-
tractbyaround9.5percent.WhilethemeasuresannouncedonMondaywillnotbeenough
tooffset this loss, theydo indicate the intent of thegovernment topushbothhousehold
consumption and public investment at this juncture. These announcements should be
the first steps of a broader,more ambitious fiscal package, that addresses the needs of
stressedsegmentsof theeconomy.

OPEN THE CONVERSATION
Vaccineallocationwillposedifficultquestions,callforchoosing

betweenvulnerabilities.Letthedeliberationsbegin

L ASTMONTH,UNIONHealthandFamilyWelfareMinisterHarshVardhantoldthe
RajyaSabhathatheexpectsavaccineagainstCOVID-19tobeavailablebyearly
2021.Butheaddedanoteofcautionaboutthetimeitcouldtaketoreachevery-
one. OnSunday, he spoke again on the issue: “Prioritisation of groups for the

COVID-19vaccineshallbebasedontwoconsiderations—occupationalhazardsandtherisk
ofdevelopingseverediseaseandincreasedmortality.”Theministerhasdonewelltoindicate
thegovernment’sprioritiesatanearlystage—avaccineformassuseis,bymostestimates,
at leastthreemonthsaway.Butinthecomingweeksandmonths,asthegovernmentgives
shapetoitsplans,narrowingdowntheprioritylist,itwillneedtoanswermorequestions.For
instance,ifthestrategyistogiveprecedencetohealthcareworkers,shoulddoctorswhodeal
with infectiousdiseases get the first shot?Or shouldnurses,wardattendants, ambulance
driversbehigherontheprioritylist?Amongthosewithcomorbidities,shouldthehealthof
theelderlybesecuredfirst,ordorelativelyyoungerpeople,whoneedtotravelmore,havea
moreurgentclaim?Shouldthosewholiveinslumsandcongestedareasgetpriority?Choosing
fromamongdifferentsetsofvulnerabilities isnevereasy. It is important, therefore, thatthe
governmentopens theconversation toavarietyof specialists—epidemiologists, ethicists,
economists,patientgroups,socialscientists.
TheWHO’spreliminaryguidelinesforvaccineallocationunderlinethesignificanceofa

deliberativeprocedure:“Employbestavailablescientificevidence,expertise,andsignificant
engagementwith relevant stakeholders for vaccineprioritisation…using transparent, ac-
countable andunbiasedprocesses to engender…trust inprioritisationdecisions”. A con-
sensusalsoseemstobeemerginggloballythatallocationstrategiesshouldbeinformedby
wide-rangingdiscussions.IntheUS,theCentersforDiseaseControlandPreventionaskedthe
NationalAcademiesof Sciences, EngineeringandMedicine (NASEM) todevelopaplan“to
fairlyallocate”avaccine.NASEMreportedlyconductedapublichearinginthefirstweekof
Septemberbeforereleasingitsfirstdraft.
TheDrugsControllerGeneralofIndiasaid,lastmonth,thatitwouldapproveavaccine“of

atleast50percentefficacy”.Giventhemagnitudeofthecrisis,thislowbarisunderstandable.
Butalessthan100percentsureinoculationcouldmeanthatplanstotracktheinitialrecip-
ientswillhavetobedevelopedintandemwiththeallocationstrategy. It’s importantthata
rangeofspecialistsarecalledintojointhedots,thinkthroughthedifficult issues.

GAME, SET, MATCH
There’saNadal-sizedFrenchOpenasteriskagainst

Federer’sGOATclaims

I T’LLDOTHEmen’ssinglesfinalatFrenchOpenanimmensedisserviceif it isreduc-
tivelyrecountedasRafaelNadal’s100thmatchwinatRolandGarrosor13thGrand
Slam title on clay or 999th careerwin. Nadal’s 6-0, 6-2, 7-5 triumphoverNovak
Djokovicwasaclassicwhichremindedtheworldthatepicencountersdon’talways

needtogoto fivesets.Nadalwinning the first set6-0againstanopponentwhohadn’t lost
hislast38matcheswasn’tsomeone-sidedsavagedismantlingbytheSpaniardonwhatishis
stompingground.Itwasarivetingshortstorywithtwistsandturns.
Thiswasn’tNadal tryingtoextracterrors fromDjokovic.Hewasthinkinghard, stretch-

ingeverysinew,exploringallanglesonthecourt.Thedrop-shotthathadworkedforDjokovic
allweekwasalsoonshow.AgainstNadalontheday,itdidn’twork.Hewouldreadhismind,
reachtheballandplaceitacrossthenet.EvenwhenNadal’sdominancegrew,thepresence
ofDjokovicontheoppositeendleftatantalisingpossibilityofacomeback.Djokovicwasn’t
givingup,Nadalwasn’tgivingin. ItwasthatkindofaSunday.
The2020Nadalwinwasnothing likehis 12previous triumphs at Paris. Not Federer's

roastingof 2008, nor the titanic triumphof 2011where theSpaniarddrewthebest out of
Federeronclay,couldmatchthisone.TheSpaniardunleashedanuncharacteristicgeomet-
ricgame,notbeholdentopercentageplay, leavingDjokovicwithnoanswers. Servingupa
masterclasswithoutbeingaslavetoafive-setscoreline,whileequallingFederer's20,Nadal
cannowstakelegitimateclaimtohisfriend’sGreatestOfAllTimehonour.Forwithallthings
beingequalnow,there’saNadal-sizedFrenchOpenasteriskagainstFederer’sGOATclaims.

The Hathras Conspiracy

AlokRai

Gaurav Bhatt

‘Conspiracy’istheoxygenthatkeepsbankruptregimes
alive.Minusthat,oneconfrontsamiscellanyofhorrors

WE’LL ALWAYS HAVE PARIS
TwoFrenchOpenchampions,NadalandSwiatek,restoreordertoananxiousyear

THEBAREFACTSoftheHathrasincident,the
factsattendantandconsequent,beggarlan-
guage.Mere rape, even gangrape, is hardly
news in our India. There needs to be some-
thingspecial about therape for it toevenbe
noticed above the daily noise of atrocity. A
child,maybe?Themorningpaperhasafour-
yearold,keptincaptivity,rapedand,forgood
measure, starved.Anoldwomanof 90?
Buteveninthischallengingenvironment,

is there something about the Hathras inci-
dent that compelsattention?
Itcouldn’tbethe familiarandcharacter-

isticallyHinduhybridofcastearroganceand
toxicmasculinity—althoughthelocalpoliti-
ciansdidholdmeetingsinsupportofthesus-
pected rapists and some of the village
Thakurs stationed themselves outside the
house of the grieving family, and broadcast
insultsandthreats,onloudspeakerandviral
videos, under thebenign supervisionof the
police.Orcoulditbetheextravagantcruelty
of the original incident, the bruised tongue
of the raped woman, the broken spine?
Coulditbethepalpablecomplicityof thelo-
caladministrationintheultimatelybotched
attempttocoverupthecrime—thelyingpo-
licemen, the uncivil civil servants?
Unfortunately,noneof this isnews.
Instancesevenmoreextremecanbemul-

tiplied—andperhapswillbe,byadeptsatthe
whatbouterygame, in thebizarrebelief that
matching atrocities, fromopposite sides of
someideologicaldivide,canceleachotherout,
rather than adding up. But, to be fair, the
rushed cremationwas rather special. It isn’t
everyday that themembers of the grieving
family— themother prostrating herself be-
foretheambulance,thefatherbeggingtosee
thefaceofhismurdereddaughterforonelast
time— locked in in fear, even as the body of
theirdeaddaughter,crucialevidenceofatroc-
ity,isburntinthesmallhoursofthenight,un-
derpoliceguard.Atrocityuponatrocity.
How, then,may one approach themat-

terofHathras,approachthemakeshiftpyre,
hastily assembled onwaste land, and now
strewnwithafew,sadflowers?Perhapsina
respectful,awedsilence,baffledbytheenor-
mity of what one confronts — a pile of ash,

nowblowing in thewind. I amremindedof
Subhadra Kumari Chauhan’s lines, admon-
ishing the very Spring to enter Jallianwalla
Baghbutrespectfully:Aaopriyarituraj,kintu
dheere se aana/ Yeh hai shok-sthaan, yahaan
mat shormachaana.
Onecouldbelegalisticaboutit—thereis

much sport for lawyers here. There is the
fudgingofthemedico-legalevidence,thede-
layedsamplessubmittedfor forensicevalu-
ation; thebureaucratic alacrity in obfuscat-
ingthenarrative—“norape”,trumpetedthe
policemen, this was “merely”murder; the
DM bullying the family into silence, on
record; and perhapsmost egregiously, the
rushed cremation — the callousness of
course, but also the forensic complicity, the
destructionof vital evidence.
Each of these merits full and separate

treatmentbut, fornow, Iwill followthelead
of theCM,UP,andtakeoffonwhatmightbe
called the Adityanath Tangent. After reluc-
tantlyhandingovertheinvestigationtoano-
tionally independent agency, the CBI, the
governmentofUPhaslaunchedmultiplein-
vestigations—21FIRsandcounting—inpur-
suance of the claim that while the original
Hathras incidentmay ormay not be com-
monorgardenrape—bemeremurder—the
outrage over Hathras is part of an interna-
tional conspiracy, no less, to destabilise the
provincial government.
Theuniquelyhorriblenatureoftheevents

atHathrashas evokedwidespread condem-
nation,nationallyaswellasinternationally.But
tointerpretthiswidespreadcondemnationas
evidence of conspiracy requires genius.
Nefariousactors,weareledtobelieve,areseek-
ing to “challenge” the legitimacyof theduly
electedgovernmentby“defaming”it—butthe
governmentof UP is, evidently quite capable
of defaming itself.Arguably, itdoes littleelse,
lurchingfromoneoutragetoanother.Nowone
maygrantthe“dulyelected”part,albeitwith
somereservations,soitistruethatitisproperly
legal.But“legitimate” isanaltogethertrickier
matterthansimplelegality.
To put it bluntly, legitimacy cannot be

challenged, legality can. Legitimacy, on the
otherhand,hastobeearned—throughgood

governance,throughbeingperceivedbythe
people they govern as acting in their inter-
ests, and not in the pursuit of sectarian and
nefarious agendas. And while legitimacy
cannotbechallenged,sinceitreststoasignif-
icantextentonperformanceandperception,
itcanbeeroded,itcandrainaway.Now,there
mightwellbepeoplewhoarguethattheper-
formanceoftheAdityanathgovernmenthas
beenspectacularlygood,etc—certainlyitis-
n’t safe to suggest otherwise inUP itself, for
fear of attracting the dreaded provisions of
the NSA and the UAPA, reportedly at the
whimoftheChiefMinister—“NSAlagado!”
ThecaseofDrKafeelKhan,whosedetention
waseventuallyruledtobeillegalbytheHigh
Court is,well, exemplary.
Thosewhoruleusareeager tomakeex-

amplesofsundrypeople,“toteachalesson,”
theysay.Butthroughlongyearsof teaching,
Ihaveacquiredthesoberingknowledgethat
the lessons learnt are frequently different
fromthelessonsthataresoughttobetaught.
And the lesson that I derive from the para-
noia that is evident, in state and Centre, in
theperceived“challenges”tolegitimacy,and
theconsequent resort to allegationsof con-
spiracyandseditionbytheexponentsofsuch
pedagogic “nationalism” — essentially,
“teachingalesson”, generallywithsticksand
stones, to people who are deemed to be
“anti-national” —might well be different
fromtheone intended.
“Conspiracy!”confersakindofretrospec-

tive, derived legitimacy in situationswhere
the real thing isperceived,with justification,
to have drained away. After all, if there is a
“conspiracy”,theremustbesomethingthere
tobeconspiredagainst—inotherwords, re-
calling Descartes, conspiracy ergo sum.
“Conspiracy” is the oxygen that keeps bank-
ruptregimesalive.Minusthat,whatonecon-
fronts is amiscellany of horrors, lies and in-
competence.Behindthebizarre“international
conspiracy” generated by the Adityanath
Tangent, that pile of ash,whichwas once a
youngwoman,awaitsourattention.

Thewriter taught in thedepartmentof
English,DelhiUniversity

ITWAS inmid-March,with sporting events
cancelled and organisers scrambling, that
FrenchOpenditcheditsusualMay-Juneslot
andflungahandkerchiefontheSeptember-
Octoberdates.Atthetime,theunilateralpost-
ponement irked all tennis bodies. But this
yearhasunderlined thathindsight is 20/20.
Lookingback,therecouldn’thavebeenabet-
terendtotheGrandSlamtennisseasonthan
theheadymixofemotionswegotinParison
Sunday— the exhilaration of the unknown
andthecomfortof the familiar.
Inananxiety-filledworld, itwasarelief

that Iga Swiatek andRafael Nadalwon the
French Open with absolute authority.
Dominic Thiem’s USOpenwin lastmonth
was marred by a sub-par final. Naomi
Osaka’s triumphwasaboutamessagebig-
ger than the sport. The fortnight in France,
however, was about two athletes at their
ruthless best.
“CongratulationsRafaelNadal!It’samaz-

ingtokindofsharethisexperiencewithyou.
Am I even allowed to say this?” tweeted
Swiatekminutes after the Spaniard’s 13th
French Open title on Sunday. There’s a rea-
sonbehindthepoliteness.Swiatekwasfour
whenherfavouriteplayerlaidthefirstbrick
to his kingdom of clay. On Saturday, she
pickedupher first title inRafa-like fashion:
Showing no respect to the status quo of
seeds, pastwinners, runners-up and reign-
ing champions. Bothwere 19 and the simi-
laritiesonlybegin there.
The dizzying RPMs Swiatek puts on the

ball farexceedmostwomenandrivalmany

men. The lasso-like forehand is another
shared trait. But unlike a young Nadal,
SwiatekalreadylookslikeaWimbledoncon-
tender, and it isn’t just the sparklingwhite
garb. On clay, where only fools rush in, the
Polewon57netpointsatasuccessrateof78.
Yes, women’s singles tennis has long

been a carousel. Swiatek is the ninth first-
time champion in the last 14 Grand Slams,
and the fifth first-timer to win the French
Openinasmanyyears.Shewoulddowellto
takeanotherpageoutofheridol’splaybook.
Coming into the French Open, the odds

wereagainstNadal—concernsaboutthe34-
year-old’s long layoff and indifferent form,
about the heavier balls and colder Parisian
climes, both of which could, in theory, ad-
verselyaffecthisgame.Nadalansweredwith
anear-perfect campaign that endedbydis-
mantlingnemesisNovakDjokovic.
It’s fitting that the two losing finalists—

DjokovicandSofiaKenin—werechampions
attheyear’sfirstGrandSlam.TheAustralian
Open now seems ages ago. Happier times?
Perhapsnot,seeinghowthetournamentwas
playedinthebackdropofthebushfirescrisis.
Simpler times, though. They got to lift their
trophies in front of an audience, theirwide
grinsnotconcealedbymasks.
After her triumph, Swiatekwas a rat in

a maze. She sprinted up and down the
stairs, climbedoverbarriersbeforemaking
it to the box and the arms of her team. She
fumbled her way through the speech be-
fore admitting, “I don’t knowwhat’s going
on.” Nadal was at his regal best, swatting

aside queries about the 20-Grand Slam
mark shared with Roger Federer: “It’s all
about RolandGarros today”.
Offcourt,thetwochampionscouldn’tbe

any different. Swiatek spent the enforced
breakdoinghomework inaunicornonesie,
sharing Baby Yodamemes and booting up
thePlayStation.Nadalstruggledwithordeals
like how to add a person to a video call.
Comments spammed Nadal’s feed as he
triedforminutestosetupanInstagramses-
sionwith fellow elder Federer. One, from a
certainAndyMurray,read:“Thisisbrilliant...
he canwin 52 French opens but not work
Instagram.”Murray’s comment reads a lot
like the running gag onWikipedia, where
fans edit the “RolandGarros” entry to read:
“FrenchOpen is amajor tennis tournament
held over twoweeks at the Stade Roland-
Garros in Paris, beginning in lateMay and
endingafterRafaelNadalkissesthetrophy.”
The dates were different, but Nadal

brought some semblance of order to a
chaotic year. Swiatek made it better by
restoring faith in the future.
For now, it’s au revoir. The ParisMasters

is scheduled for nextmonth, but COVID-19
cases in Francehavebeenonanuptick.Our
champions return to their respective rou-
tines.Swiatekdoingwhatshe loves, solving
mathproblemsinWarsaw,whileNadalwill
try to figureout technology inMallorca.
“Butwhataboutus,”youask?
We’ll alwayshaveParis.

gaurav.bhatt@expressindia.com

Those who rule us are eager
to make examples of sundry
people, ‘to teach a lesson,’
they say. But through long
years of teaching, I have
acquired the sobering
knowledge that the lessons
learnt are frequently
different from the lessons
that are sought to be taught.
And the lesson that I derive
from the paranoia that is
evident, in state and Centre,
in the perceived ‘challenges’
to legitimacy, and the
consequent resort to
allegations of conspiracy and
sedition by the exponents of
such pedagogic ‘nationalism’
— essentially, ‘teaching a
lesson’, generally with sticks
and stones, to people who
are deemed to be ‘anti-
national’ — might well be
different from the one
intended.
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Youcan’t put a limit onanything. Themore you

dream, the farther youget.
— MICHAEL PHELPSTHEEDITORIALPAGE

WAR RAGES ON
IRAQI JETSROCKETEDAbadanastanksraced
to close in on the gutted oil refining city in
southwestern Iran. Iran’s President Abol-
Hassan Bani-Sadr said his country’s forces
werewearingdowntheIraqisandwillmount
acounter-attackto“recovereveryinchof ter-
ritory” taken over by Iraq. He said Iranwas
agreeabletoaUNsponsoredceasefirelimited
to the Shatt el Arab estuary to allowanesti-
mated60strandedforeignships to leave.But
therewereno signs that Iraqwould agree to
the localised stand down after its infantry
stormedacrossthestrategicKarunrivertowin
totalcontrolof the120-mileshippinglane.

AASU ON MIGRANTS
THEALLASSAMStudentsUnionhasdescribed
as fallacious the interpretation that themi-
grantswho came to India beforeMarch 25,
1971couldnotbesentback.TheIndira-Mujib
pactof1972orthejointdeclarationofMarch
1972did not say anything about refugees or
migrants, the AASU contended in a leaflet
brought out on the Nehru-Liaqat Ali Khan
agreement and the Indira-Mujib pact.
However, the India-Bangladesh joint state-
ment in February 1972did talk ofmigrants,
and SheikhMujibur Rahmanhad expressed
hisresolvetotakebackallmigrantswhocame
to India afterMarch 25, 1971. This does not

meanthemigrantswhocametoIndiabefore
that date cannot be taken back, the booklet
claimed.

J&K HAILSTORM
THIRTY-FIVE BAKARWALS AND Gujjars
werekilled inahailstormwhich swept the
mountainous range of Peer Panjal in the
border district of Poonch and Rajouri. The
parties of Gujjars and Bakarwals were on
theirwaybacktotheplainsfromthemoun-
tainpastures,wheretheyhadgonetograze
theircattle.Accordingtoreports,hailstones
the size of table-tennis balls beat downon
them, killing at least 10on the spot.

OCTOBER 13, 1980, FORTYYEARSAGO

Coming into the French
Open, the odds were against
Nadal — concerns about the
34-year-old’s long layoff and
indifferent form, about the
heavier balls and colder
Parisian climes, both of
which could, in theory,
adversely affect his game.
Nadal answered with a near-
perfect campaign that ended
by dismantling nemesis
Novak Djokovic.
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WHATTHEOTHERSSAY
“The choice of winner (Nobel Peace Prize) indicates the seriousness hunger
poses to world peace.” — DAWNTHE IDEASPAGE
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But is Delhi ready for a
comprehensive reform of the
global trading rules? It is one
thing to be part of Quad’s
diplomatic consultations on
reorienting supply chains.
But it is entirely another to
reform India’s economic
policy to cope with the
unfolding disruption in the
global trading system. If
India has had difficulties
doing even a mini trade deal
with the Trump
administration, the going
could be a lot tougher with
the Biden team that will link
commerce to human rights,
labour rights and
environmental standards.
Most of India’s partners in
the Quad Plus grouping,
including Japan, South
Korea, Vietnam, Australia,
and New Zealand, are all pro-
trade and will find ways to
work with the US
and each other.

Neverwaste a crisis
Insteadof focusingonnon-issuesandfixing
opponents,governmentshouldborrow

andspendthemoneywisely

ITHASBECOMEtheprimarydutyofthegov-
ernment of the day to obfuscate issues
through a cocktail of untruths, half-truths,
innuendos andpure lies. Yet, like the sun’s
rays throughadark cloud, some facts peep
out. As far as the Indian economy is con-
cerned,thesearethefacts.First,theeconomy
wentintoatailspinatleasteightquartersbe-
fore the first quarter of the current fiscal, in
whichthegrowthratedeclinedby23.9per
cent.Justtorefreshourmemory,thegrowth
raterecorded inthe firstquarterof 2018-19
was8.2percent.Itcrashedto3.2percentin
quarter four of 2019-20—adecline of 500
basispoints.Second,thismassivedeclinewas
notdueto“anactofGod”butduetopeople
whothoughttheyweregods.
Third, theprescription forgettingoutof

theslowdownwassuggestedbymanyecon-
omists, but the governmenthadnouse for
it.Itrefusedtobelievethatdemanddeceler-
ationwas therootcauseof themalaiseand
kepttryingotherexpensivemeasures,which
had no bearing on the problem at hand.
Naturallyitdidnotwork.Fourth,itwascrys-
tal-clearthattheproblemwascreatedbythe
thoughtless stepof demonetisationwhich
dealtabodyblowtotheeconomy.Nobodyin
thegovernmenttodaytalksanymoreof the
wonders it did as it failed to achieve its ob-
jectives. According to the latest report, the
cash-to-GDP ratio has increased to 15per
cent—thehighestsinceIndependence.
Fifth, as if the damage to the economy

wasnotextensiveenough, thegovernment
came out with an ill-advised and badly
craftedGST,which,insteadofbeingashining
exampleofcooperativefederalismforwhich
Ihadlaidthefoundationbycreatingtheem-
poweredgroupofstatefinanceministersfor
VAT,hasnowdegeneratedintoadangerous
showdown between the Centre and the
states.Sixth,despitebeingfullyawareofthe
delicatehealthof theeconomy,thegovern-
mentimposedamindlesslockdownwhich
sappedtheeconomyofwhateverlifewasleft
in it. Seventh, the decline in growth rate
recordedinquarteroneof thecurrentfiscal
isthehighestamongstallmajoreconomies.
Eighth,thegovernmentisbankruptand

if ithadnotbeenfor theextortionary levies
onpetroleumproducts in the faceof crash-
ing international crudeoil prices, theposi-
tionwouldhavebeenworse.Ninth,healthy
agricultural output as a result of successive
goodmonsoonshassustainedtheruralecon-
omy, thoughthefarmerscontinuetosuffer.
Thegovernmentcannotclaimanycreditei-
ther for declining global crudeprices or for
the goodmonsoons. Tenth, fudging of fig-
ures,suppressingunwelcomedata,opaque-
ness like in the PMCARES fund, electoral
bonds and foreign contribution topolitical
partieshavebecomethehallmarkofthegov-

ernment.Andlastly, theonlythingwhichis
flourishing is the stockmarket,which has
beenfirmlyinthegripofspeculatorsduring
the pandemic. But all thiswill not fill the
emptystomachsofpeople.
Thesearetruths,whichcannotbecon-

cealed despite theGoebbelsian efforts of
thegovernment.Thebiggerreality is that
thepeople areundergoinguntold suffer-
ing and paying a heavy price for the fol-
lies of the government.
Acrisisshouldneverbewasted;thisone

in particular. It is a golden opportunity to
build.Whydid JohnMaynardKeynes sug-
gest that people shouldbe engaged indig-
gingditchesandthenfillingthemup?Itwas
inordertoensurethatmoneyreachedpeo-
ple’spocketssothatdemandcouldacceler-
ate.Inourcontexttoday,itmeansproviding
gainfulemployment,creatingdurableassets
and strengtheningphysical infrastructure.
Westillneedtobuildmillionsofmilesofru-
ral roads, providehousing to all, buildnew
citiesandvillageswithmodernfacilities,im-
provehealthandeducationalfacilities,con-
structnational highways, railway lines, air-
ports, ports, promotedefence and tourism
infrastructure. These are the “ditches”we
muststartdiggingtoday.
Where are the resources for all this?

Again,mysimplelogicisthis:Takingaloan
isnotsuchabadthing,providedyoucreate
thecapacitytorepay.Forexample,if Iwere
totakealoantosetupabusinessandasuc-
cessful one, I shall have no problem in re-
paying the loan out of its income. But if I
were towaste thatmoneyoncurrent con-
sumption,Ishallfinditdifficulttorepaythe
loan. I applied this simple logic to govern-
ment’sborrowingsalsowhiledesigningthe
Fiscal Responsibility and Budget
Management Bill. India could live with
smalldosesofdeficitsonthecapitalaccount
buttherevenuedeficithadtobecompletely
eliminated.Weare still pursuing that goal
whichremainselusivetothisday.
So, let the government go ahead and

borrow, even print notes to garner re-
sources. Thismoney should be spent, not
recklessly, but wisely. Some of the steps
willcreatejobssorelyneededinthesedif-
ficult times.Somemaytaketimeuntil the
plansarefirmedup.Demandforbothcon-
sumption and investment goods will go
up, leadingtobetterutilisationofexisting
capacity and creation of fresh capacity.
Better infrastructure will also reduce the
transactioncosts in theeconomy,making
itmorecompetitive. Itwillunleashavirtu-
ous cycle, leading to full revival in quick
time. Paying the debt will pose no prob-
lemwhen it becomes due. Is the govern-
mentgame for it?
Thenation is inperil onmultiple fronts.

The government is busywith non-issues
withthesoleintentofkeepingthepeoplein
atrancewiththeheadywineofreligiousna-
tionalism.The rulingpartymaygoonwin-
ning elections, toppling elected govern-
ments, misusing the agencies of the
government to fix itsopponentsandestab-
lishingitsmonopolyoverpower,fromcricket
tocourtsof law.ButwhataboutIndia?

Thewriter isa formerUnion
financeminister

THEQUAD,ORthequadrilateralsecuritydia-
loguebetweenIndia,US,JapanandAustralia,
isnowemblematicofthegeopoliticalchurnin
the eastern hemisphere. Less noted but
equallysignificantisitsgeo-economicagenda
that has drawn South Korea, Vietnam and
NewZealandintothepost-pandemicconsul-
tationsintheso-called“QuadPlus”format.In
both thedomains,China is thenatural focus.
ThepolicydiscourseisaboutbluntingBeijing’s
ambitiontoexerciseregionalhegemonyand
preventing it frombending the global eco-
nomicorder inChina’s favour.
India finds itself at the frontline onboth.

ConfrontinganexpansiveChineseaggression
onitsfrontiersandBeijing’sgrowingstrategic
influence inthesubcontinentandthe Indian
Ocean,Delhiisreadytoexploresecuritycoali-
tion-buildingwithitsQuadpartners.
Indiahasalsobeenapioneerineconomic

decouplingfromChina—recallitswithdrawal
fromtheRegionalComprehensiveEconomic
Partnership in 2019 and its opposition to
China’sBeltandRoadInitiativefirstarticulated
in2017.InthewakeoftheLadakhaggression,
Delhihastakenupactiveeconomicmeasures
against China to limit trade and investment
links.Itwasnatural,then,forDelhitotakepart
intheeconomicinitiativesoftheQuadandits
extended format. But the apparent clarity in
Delhi on the geopolitical imperatives of the
Quadstandsincontrasttothecontinuingam-
biguityregardingthegeo-economicinitiatives
of thenewforum.
Indiaisnotalonehere.Mostchancelleries

of theworld are deeply divided on how to
manage the relationship between the two.
TheyarealllookingtoseehowtheUSresolves
the dilemmas involved. That, in turn, hinges
a lot on the outcome of theUS presidential
electionsearlynextmonth. If DonaldTrump
haspushedtheUSinoneparticulardirection,
itisnotclearwhereJoBiden,whoseprospects
forvictory seemedtohave improvedsignifi-
cantlyinthelastfewweeks,mightwanttogo.
In the last fewmonths, top officials of

the Trump administration have laid out a
comprehensive framework for addressing
theideological,political,economic, techno-
logical and security challenges posed by
China. But disentangling the web of eco-
nomicinterdependencewovenoverthelast
four decades is not easy.
PessimistsworrythatBidenmightsim-

ply abandon Trump’s challenge to China
andreturntothepastpoliciesof accommo-
dation.Optimists believe theUSestablish-
ment now has a clear appreciation of the
challenges posed by China. While there
might be a change in the tone and style of
the Biden administration, they hope, it is
likely to bedisciplined andorganisedwith
theChinachallenge.TheyalsoexpectBiden
to take the allies and partners into confi-
dence indealingwithChina.
Realists, includingpolicymakers inDelhi,

must take amore differentiated view. They
mustprepareforaseriouscontestationwithin
theBidenadministrationontheChinapolicy.
On the liberal side, the growing band of

“climatehawks”intheBidenteammighthave
no time for the “Chinahawks”. Theywant to
end the confrontationwith China andbegin
collaborationtoaddressthegreatestthreatto
humanity. The liberal human rights caucus
wantsatoughlineonChina’streatmentof its
ethnic and religiousminorities, butwants to
avoidanewColdWarwithBeijing.
Powerful economic interests in theUS—

includingWall Street and SiliconValley that
aremajorcontributorstotheBidencampaign
—wouldpreferareturntoapolicyofengage-
ment.TheywouldhopeBidenwouldusethe
leverage generated by Trump to repackage
commercial tieswith China, declare victory
andendthetalkofeconomicdecoupling.
Countervailing pressures come from the

progressive and labour wings of the
DemocraticPartythatwantBidentocontinue
Trump’s reorientation of the economic en-
gagementwith China.More broadly, they
wantabreakfromtheexcessiveglobalisation
of the last fewdecades that has deindustri-
alisedAmericaandoff-shoredjobs.
Biden, once the champion of free trade

with China, has significantlymodified his
stanceduringthecampaign.Hehaspromised
not to sign any new free trade agreements
withoutfirst investinginAmericanworkers.
Someof Biden’s plans do look likeparts

fromTrump’s “America First” policy. Biden
wantsto“makemore inAmerica”and“buy
moreAmerican”.Bidenhasalsounveiledan
expansive agenda of “industrial policy” —
which was derided until recently — to re-
build American industry and regain
American technological leadership.
Biden says his administrationwould in-

vestnearly$2trillioninrevampingmanufac-
turing, developingnew transportation tech-
nologies,includinghigh-speedrailandelectric
cars,moving towards a green economy, and
steppingupresearchonartificialintelligence.
Biden’s industrial policywill surely run

counter to the rules of theWorld Trading
Organisation.Ifhedoesfollowthroughonthe
declaredagenda,Bidenmightbeasunforgiv-
ing of theWTOas Trump.ManyDemocrats
are eager to join Republican nationalists in

marginalisingtheWTO.
SomeadvisersoftheBidencampareecho-

ing Trump’s call for constructing a newnet-
work of supply chains among America’s
trusted friends andpartners. India’s current
participationintheeconomicinitiativesofthe
Quadmight augurwell for Delhi’s engage-
mentwiththeincipientdebateonreimagin-
ingtheglobaltradingsystem.Indiamightalso
hope that an “AtmanirbharAmerica”might
create roomfordomestic industrialpolicy in
areformedtradingorder.
ButisDelhireadyforacomprehensivere-

formoftheglobaltradingrules?Itisonething
tobepartofQuad’sdiplomaticconsultations
onreorientingsupplychains.Butitisentirely
another to reformIndia’seconomicpolicy to
copewith the unfolding disruption in the
globaltradingsystem.
If India has had difficulties doing even a

mini trade dealwith the Trumpadministra-
tion,thegoingcouldbealottougherwiththe
Bidenteamthatwilllinkcommercetohuman
rights,labourrightsandenvironmentalstan-
dards.Most of India’s partners in the “Quad
Plus”grouping,includingJapan,SouthKorea,
Vietnam,Australia, andNewZealand, are all
pro-tradeandwillfindwaystoworkwiththe
USandeachother.
India’scurrentfocusisondrawingforeign

investmentintodomesticmanufacturing;but
Delhihasbeenunabletoclinchbilateraltrade
deals or articulate the case for rejigging the
global economic order. Engaging theQuad
partnersonreformingtheChina-centredeco-
nomicglobalisationof the last threedecades
isararegeo-economicopportunity for India.
Butitisalsoabigchallenge,foritinvolvesen-
gineeringmuchinternalchange.Meanwhile,
BeijinghasbeguntoteasetheBidenteamwith
offersofa“freshstart”and“newbeginning”on
tradeandclimatechange.Beijing’sobjectiveis
to favourably influence America’s internal
contestationonChinapolicy.

Thewriter isdirector, InstituteofSouthAsian
Studies,NationalUniversityofSingaporeand
contributingeditoroninternationalaffairs for
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CRIME DURING CRISIS
THISREFERSTOthereport,'Untoldstory
oflockdown'(IE,October12).Itisshock-
ing that child trafficking hawks are on
the prowl even during a health crisis.
Ironically, child trafficking that should
have slackened following the cancella-
tions of trains that usually aremisused
forthisnefariouspurpose.Hopefully,this
paper’s investigationwill make state
governments takeaseriousviewof the
matter and theywill not only book the
culprits but also take pragmatic initia-
tivestoniptheprobleminthebud.

AzharAliKhan,Rampur

HISTORIC TIES MATTER
THIS REFERS TO the editorial, 'Talking
peace'(IE,October12).India’sofficialrep-
resentation to theConferenceon Intra-
AfghanPeaceandtheministerialaddress
at themeet testifiesNewDelhi’s broad
agreementonthecontoursof theDoha
peaceprocess.USspecialenvoyZalmay
Khalilzad andAfghan envoy Abdullah
Abdullah'svisittoIndiawithinaspanof
amonthtobriefIndia'sleadershiponthe
developments signify India's growing
statureintheregion.

SudipKumarDey,Kolkata

POLITICAL WILL FIRST
THISREFERSTOtheeditorial, ‘Pollution
amid Covid’ (IE, October 12). It’s quite
evidentthatallstakeholdersareaware
of the causes of pollution inDelhi and
NCR.TheDelhigovernment’sresorting
tostop-gapmeasuressuchasodd-even
and now the Supreme Court-man-
datedEPCAdiktattostoptheuseofDG
setswillexacerbatetheinconvenience
ofpeople.Thefirststeptowardssolving

Delhi’s pollution problem is to sum-
monpoliticalwill.Butallpoliticalpar-
ties seem to lack conviction. Stubble
burning has become an intractable
phenomenon,while pollution control
agencies seemtobealwaysonamon-
itoringmodesansanyimplementation
plan to improveair quality.

DeepakSinghal,Chennai

SON’S TASK
THIS REFERS TO the editorial, “The
Bridge” (IE,October10). Lok Janshakti
Party founder Ram Vilas Paswan en-
joyed masssupportamongtheDalits,
especially the Dusadh (Paswans). His
death just a fewweeks before polling
inBiharwilldefinitelyhavean impact
ontheresults.Afather'deathisalways
an irreparable loss for a son, but for
Chirag, Paswan's demise is a political
lossaswell. Itwillbe interestingtosee
if hemanages to translate the sympa-
thy factor to translate to votes.

SanjayChopra,Mohali

LETTERS TO THEEDITOR

INMAY 2018, a remarkable addition was
madetotheUNSecurityCouncilresolutions
on civilian protection in armed conflicts.
Building onpreviousUN resolutions onhu-
manitarian laws, humanrights andprotect-
ing civilians and vulnerable populations,
Resolution2417,forthefirsttime,recognised
theneedto“breaktheviciouscyclebetween
armed conflict and food insecurity”. This
pathbreakingresolutionalsoaddedcredence
totheSustainableDevelopmentGoaloferad-
icatinghungeradoptedbytheUNin2015.
The recent announcement of the 2020

Nobel Peace Prize to the World Food
Programme(WFP),oneofthelargesthuman-
itarianorganisations addressinghunger and
promoting food security, is a step forward in
recognisingtheseriousnessoftheglobalfood
crisis. It draws attention to the sustained ef-
fortstofighthungerandfaminefromthegrass-
rootstothehighestlevelsofglobalgovernance.
While recognisingthosewhostruggle toban
nuclearweapons,restrictarmsproductionand
armstrade,andpreventconflictthroughdiplo-
macymayseemdirectlyrelevantforthepeace
prize, putting focus on the consequences of
war is also an important part ofworking to-
wardspeaceandthewell-beingofpeople.
UNSCR2417hadveryclearlypreparedthe

groundtofocusworldattentionontheafter-
effectsofwar, includingcontinuedsuffering
of food-insecurepeopleandseverelyunder-
nourishedchildren.TheNobelcommitteehas

furtherstressedthelinkbetweenarmedcon-
flict and hunger— something that theWFP
also recently remindedus of. Almost 80per
centofallchronicmalnourishedchildrenin-
habit countries affected by armed conflict.
The ongoing coronavirus pandemic has ex-
acerbatedtheproblemoffoodinsecurityand
famines. It is anticipated that thenumberof
hungrypeoplecould increaseto270million
under the impactof thepandemic,with the
most acute suffering and starvation experi-
encedinconflictzones.
Wars constrainpeople’smobility, create

blackmarketsandrestrictpeople’saccess to
food,making it eitherunavailable or tooex-
pensive.War-related displacement causes
people to be removed from their cultivable
landsothattheycannotgrowfood,anditdi-
verts resources from people’s welfare to-
wards the war effort. War parties control
whatgoes inandoutofareasundertheir ju-
risdiction, and can usewithholding of food
as aweapon of war. Providing peoplewith
foodinanemergencysituationmayseemlike
averyshort-termmeasure.Atthesametime,
providingforbasicneedsisnecessaryforpro-
moting trust in society and for the focus to
shifttoeducation,workandrebuildinglives.
Thisisalsoimportantforpreventingtheout-
breakofnewhostilitiesandarmedconflicts.
Apartfromthesignificanceoftheconnec-

tions betweenwar and hunger,we also be-
lievethateradicatinghungerneedstobeafo-

cus in itsownright.Amidstall themediaat-
tention to the exceptional violence of wars,
terrorism and genocides, we tend to forget
themillions of hunger victimswho die in a
slower, less spectacular form of violence.
Hungerisnotinevitable:Itisman-madeand
therearevictimsandperpetrators.Thoseper-
petratorsinclude—butarenotrestrictedto—
state actorswho, throughwhat they do or
whattheyfail todo,contributetostarvation.
HungerhasbeenIndia’sbaneincolonial

times and also since Independence.While
debatesabouttheBengalandotherBritish-
erafaminesaregettingsomeattentionnow,
weneedto focusonthehunger threatsand
foodinsecuritythat independentIndiacon-
tinues to face. In 1947, India’s biggest chal-
lengewas to find enough grains to feed its
population of around 300 million, when
only 10 per cent of the cultivated area had
access to irrigation, andmineral fertilisers
were an unaffordable luxury. Though a
modern, technology-driven economywas
introduced, the lack of domestic food pro-
duction continued to be supplemented by
importing grains fromall over theworld—
anembarrassingsituationforaproudlynon-
alignednation that became the largest im-
porter of foodaid, especially fromtheUS.
TheGreen Revolution changed the situ-

ationdrasticallysincethelate1960sbutacute
hungercrisis, faminesandmalnourishment
arereportedregularly,alongwithfarmersui-

cides.Statepoliciesandaccountabilityarethe
biggerpartoftheproblem,alongwiththeoc-
currence of frequent natural disasters and
lackof publicattention to this issue.Theon-
goingcoronaviruspandemichas furtherex-
acerbatedthethreatofhunger,eversincethe
lockdownwas introduced andmillions of
daily-wageearners lost their livelihood,giv-
ingrisetomassivereversemigration.Toadd
totheseknownprecarities,theimpactofcli-
mate change on the future of crop produc-
tion isnotevenfullyknownyet.
TheWorld Food Programme has deliv-

eredfoodaidandworkedtoalleviatehunger
inmany parts of theworld, including India.
Recognising itsworkat this critical juncture
is not only amuch-needed act of apprecia-
tion,butanurgentwarning thatweallneed
toheed.Theworldfacesaseverefoodcrisisas
the threatof faminesandstarvation ismag-
nified during the ongoing pandemic. This
slowviolenceonvulnerablepopulationswill
weighonour collective conscience, ifwedo
not recognise hunger as the ultimate viola-
tion of basic human rights and dignity, and
joinhandstoeradicate it.

Parashar isAssociateProfessor inPeace
andDevelopmentResearchat theSchoolof
GlobalStudies,GothenburgUniversity,
Sweden.Orjuela isProfessor inPeaceand

DevelopmentResearchat theSchoolofGlobal
Studies,GothenburgUniversity,Sweden

PeaceNobeltoWorldFoodProgrammerecogniseshungerasviolationofhumanrights

Aprize for wagingwar on hunger
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GOVERNMENT OF CHHATTISGARH, WATER RESOURCES DEPARTMENT,

OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER,
INDRAWATI PROJECT CIRCLE, JAGDALPUR (CHHATTISGARH)

eProcurement Portal: https://eproc.cgstate.gov.in
(FIRST CALL)

System Tender No. 68202/NIT No.: 16/SAC/20-21 Kanker, Dated :- 09.10.2020
Online Tenders are invited for the following works up to 31.10.2020 at 17.30 Hour
Name of work:Renovation work of Arod Lift Irrigation Scheme in Charama block of Kanker District.

Probable Amount of Contract : Rs. 155.70 Lakhs.
The details can be viewed and downloaded online directly from the Government of Chhattisgarh
Integrated e-Procurement Portal (https://eproc.cgstate.gov.in) from Date 16.10.2020, at 17.31 Hours.
(IST) onwards.

NOTE:- All eligible/interested contractors/bidders are mandated to gat enrolled on the Integrated e-
Procurement portal (https://eproc.cgstate.gov.in) and get approval on specific vendor class from PWD
under Centralized Contractor/Supplier Registration in order to download the tender documents and par-
ticipate in the subsequent bidding process. Sd/-

EXECUTIVE ENGINEER
Water Resources Division, Kanker,

84208 For, Superintending Engineer,
Indrawati Project Circle, Jagdalpur (C.G.)

e-PROCUREMENT TENDER NOTICE

E-TENDER CANCELLATION NOTICE
Ref. no 2452 / Nivida/(Garhwal)/ 390 Dated : 12.10.2020

UTTARAKHAND PEYJAL SANSADHAN VIKAS EVAM NIRMAN NIGAM

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF GENERAL MANAGER

(A govt. of Uttarakhand Undertaking)

403/1, Indra nagar Dehradun-248001 E-mail:- cgmnirmanwing@yahoo.com, gmnirmanwing@gmail.com

Tender invited through electronic tendering system for the Empanelment of

consultants for Architectural/ Structural Design of Buildings proposed at different

places in Uttarakhand State/ Other States/U.T vide this office tender notice no

2246/Nivida (Garhwal)/371 Dated 21.09.2020, through website

http://www.uktenders.gov.in, tender ID No. 2020_MDPEY_26238_1, is here by

cancelled due to unavoidable circumstances.

Cancellation information also uploaded in http://www.uktenders.gov.in.

Note : for further details log on http:// www.uktenders.gov.in or contact 0135-

2764075.

Construction Wing

General Manager (Garhwal)

MADHYAPRADESHMADHYAKSHETRA
VIDYUT VITARAN COMPANY LIMITED
OFFICEOF THE CHIEF GENERALMANAGER (BHOPALREGION)
NISHTHAPARISAR, BIJLI NAGAR,GOVINDPURA, BHOPAL-462023
Phone : 0755-2588291, E-mail : seworksbpl@gmail.com

No. CGM/BR/Works/Deposit/TS-03/5010 Bhopal, Date : 12.10.2020

EXTENSION OF DUE DATES
The Due dates against this office e-NIT No CGM/BR/Works/Deposit/
4575 dtd. 28.09.2020, E-tender ID 2020_MKVVC_109645_1 (TS No. :
CGM/BR/Works/Deposit/TS-03) are hereby extended as under :

1. Last Date for sale/submission : 15.10.2020 up to 15.30 Hrs.
of bids online

2. Date of Opening of Bids online : 16.10.2020 at 16.00 Hrs.

Other details are available on company Website : portal.mpcz.in &
E-portal : www.mptenders.gov.in
M.P. Madhyam/98674/2020 CHIEFGENERALMANAGER(BR)

Notice Inviting e-Tender
E-NIT S. No. 19/PHEB of 2020-21

For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor UT of J&K e-tenders (Single Cover System) on Item Rate Basis including the mainte-
nance cost for a period of Three Years which includes 12 months of DLP are invited from Reputed and resourceful contrac-
tors/ Firms/Companies/Joint Venture of repute in PWD or Equivalent in CPWD/ Railways and other state Governments for
the following works, which should be uploaded on the Procurement web portal http://jktenders.gov.infor the subjected work(s)
referred below to be received by the Executive Engineer Jal Shakti (PHE) Department, Division Bijbehara and as per the
details mentioned in this e-tender notification and to whom all the terms and conditions of detailed e-NIT /Tender Documents/
PWD Form No:- 25 double are accepted. The detailed tender document and Specifications etc. can be downloaded on the e-
procurement portal http://jktenders.gov.in.
The cost of tender documents (Non-refundable/Non-Transferable) should be in the shape of e-Challan or Treasury
Challan/Receipt in favour Executive Engineer Jal Shakti (PHE) Department, Division Bijbehara.

Possition of AA : Accorded Position of Funds:- Available

TERMS AND CONDITIONS:

1. In case of bid of the lowest bidder is found unbalanced, he has to produce additional performance security in the shape of CDR/FDR/BG
before fixation of contract as per following break up within four days from the opening of tenders.

a) The earnest money deposited in the shape of CDR/FDR/BG pledged to Executive Engineer JSD (PHE) Division Bijbehara shall
be released /refunded after successful and satisfaction of the contract i.e Construction period , Defeated liability period DLP
of 12 months.

b) The tenderer should in his own interest inspect and examine the site, its surroundings/topography, nature of ground, climatic conditions,
accessibility or other relevant information at his own expenses and responsibility to satisfy himself before tendering for the advertised
work. The bidder will have to execute each part of the work i.e. Civil / Electro-Mechanical part under the close supervision of the respec-
tive Engineer- in- Charges of Civil & Mechanical wings In-charge of the Scheme.

c) If L1 fails to start the work within 15 days of the issuance of letter of intent or allotment, whichever is earlier, the department shall allot
the work to the other willing Lowest bidder like L2, L3, L4 and EMD of the lowest bidder including the additional Security Performance
shall be forfeited , besides debarring the Contractor for a period of two years for participating in the e- Nit’s issued by the kmr. PHE
Department Srinagar.

SUBMISSION OF TENDER:-
The e-tender documents of conforming proposals shall be uploaded in Single Covers viz. Cover containing Technical Bid of tender and

submission of tenderer/s ,containing Price Bid Detailed credentials as per the requirement of eligibility criteria for participation in Tendering
process and all tender papers including detailed statements as mentioned in the following chapters are to be submitted in “Technical Bid”.
All conditions, both technical as well as financial/commercial shall be given in technical bid only. No condition should be quoted in the Price
Bid containing Statement of advertised Quantities with rates duly filled in.

Bids must be accompanied with cost of tender document in shape of e-Challan or Treasury Challan/ Government Receipt in favour of
Executive Engineer, PHE Division Bijbehara (Tender inviting authority) and earnest money / Bid Security in shape of CDR/FDR pledged
to Executive Engineer, PHE Division Bijbehara,

To participate in bidding process, bidders have to get “Digital Signature Certificate (DSC)” as per information Technology Act 2000.
In case of any disputes /differences, the jurisdiction shall be to the Courts situated in Srinagar only. Supplies, if involved any, will be deduct-

ed at prevalent stock rates at the time of tender for such material. We look forward to your active participation.

For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor UT of Jammu & Kashmir
Executive Engineer,

(JSD) PHE Div, Bijbehara

S. Name of Work Estimated EMD Cost of Time of Class of
No Cost (in `̀) TD completion Contract

(`̀ in lacs) (in `̀) (Days)

1. 31.89 63780 1000 60 BEE

2. 42.18 84360 1100 60 AAY

3. 13.11 26220 400 15 CEE/DEE

4. 78.17 156340 1100 60 AAY

5. 2.40 4800 100 7 DEE

6. 7.90 15800 150 15 DEE/CEE

7. 35.68 71360 700 60 BEE

8. 79.87 159740 1100 60 AAY

Providing / Laying / Fitting of pipes for distribution system in various habitations of
Brinty incl. completion of balance portion of quarter and fencing around structures
WSS. Brinty Batapora NABARD

Balance portion incl. Providing / Laying / Fitting of pipes for supply mains and distri-
bution system in Bon Tooru and Her Tooru WSS. Hardu Tooru

L/F of pipes for sub main and distbs system of WSS. Dawoodpora Tailwanipora
Kamd (JKIDFC)

Provding / Laying / Fitting of balance portion of supply mains on R/s of KP road from
Bumzoo upto Khanwari Mattan incl. shifting of existing connections to new supply
mains WSS. Krangsoo (JKIDFC)

Construction of Truss for pump operator quarter at Achabal WSS. Chaki Traphoo

Balance work for construction of crossing at 02 spots WSS. Chattisinghpora

Balance work of Provding / Laying / Fitting of pipe network for WSS. Reshi Mohalla
Khandipharie (JKIDFC)

Completion of pipe network by way of Providing / Laying / Fitting for WSS.
Prakashpora

S.No Percentage of unbalanced bid viz advertised cost on account of low rates Additional performance security

1 Upto and including 15% below Nil

2 Greater than 15% upto 20% below 3.5%

3 Greater than 20% & upto 25% below 5%

4 Greater than 25% upto 30% below 7%

5 Greater than 30% below 15%

DIPK-7230

The Government of India has received a loan/credit number "LN 8864 IN" from

the International Bank for Reconstruction and Development/International

Development Association towards the cost of Rural Roads Project (Pradhan

Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana) and intends to apply a part of the funds to cover

eligible payments under the contracts for construction of works as detailed in

NIT. Bidding is open to all bidders from eligible source countries as defined in the

bidding document.

The Chief Engineer, URRDA on behalf of Governor of Uttarakhand invities the

item rate bids in electronic tendering system for construction of Roads under

Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana in the Districts of Almora, Dehradun,

Nainital, Pithoragarh, Pauri, Rudraprayag, Tehri, Chamoli & Uttarkashi for 24

number of Package with estimated cost totaling to Rs. 101.00 Crore including

their maintenance for two years from the eligible contractors registered with

PWD/ CPWD or equivalent.*

Date of release of Invitation for Bids Through e-procurement 16.10.2020.

Availability of Bid Documents and mode of submission : The bid documents are

a v a i l a b l e o n l i n e a n d s h o u l d b e s u b m i t t e d o n l i n e i n

www.pmgsytendersuk.gov.in The bidder would be required to register in the

web-site which is free of cost. For submission of the bids, The bidder is required

to have Digital Signature Certificate (DSC) from one of the authorized Certifying

Authorities. The bidders are required to submit (a) original demand draft

towards the cost of bid document and (b) original bid security in approved form

and (c) original affidavit regarding correctness of information furnished with bid

document as per provisions of clause 4.4 B (ii) of ITB with concern CIRCLE

OFFICES mentioned in SBD/MBD only upto or before the time and date of the

submission of the Bids (for world bank funded works) and on a date not later

than three working days after the opening of technical qualification part of the

bid (for Regular PMGSY works), either by registered post or by hand, failing which

the bids shall be declared non-responsive. No physical documents will be

accepted after the closing date and time of submission of bids.

Last date /Time for receipt of bids through E-procurement 17.11.2020, 01.00 PM.

For further details please log on to www.pmgsytendersuk.gov.in

Chief Engineer,

URRDA, Dehradun

PRADHAN MANTRI GRAM SADAK YOJANA (PMGSY)

E-Procurement Notice-06 (Rebid)/2020-21

Ref. No. 1246/11-02 (xix)/ITCO/URRDA/20 Dated: 12.10.2020

First Floor, Directorate of Panchayatiraj, opp. IT-Park, Sahastradhara Road, Dehradun

Chief Engineer, Uttarakhand Rural Roads Development Agency

Non Registered bidders may submit bids, however, the successful bidders must
get registered in appropriate class with appropriate authorities before signing
the contract.
Note: For e-Procurement for any sort of queries 0135-2608125 number may be
contacted 10.00 AM to 05.00 PM.

DAKSHINANCHAL VIDYUT VITRAN NIGAM LIMITED
(UNDERTAKING OF U.P. GOVERNMENT)

(CIN: U31200UP2003SGC027460)

e-Tender Extension Notice
´fÂffaIY: 2688/A²fe.Ad·f.(IYf¹fÊVff»ff.)Q.d½f.d½f.d³f.d»f./d³fd½fQf Àfc¨f³ff dQ³ffaIY: 12.10.2020

Tender
No.

Short Description
Estimated

Cost in
Rs.

Revised
Earnest

Money in Rs.

Revised
Tender Fee

in Rs.

Tender
Opening

Date & Time

11/2020-21
Supply and Intallation of Oven
at various workshop under
EWC, Agra

Approx. Rs.
40.00 Lac

Rs. 40,000.00
Rs. 3,000.00
(GST Extra)

20.11.2020
15:00 Hrs.

12/2020-21
AMC of Fire Extinguishers at
various workshop under EWC,
Agra

Approx. Rs.
19.98 Lac

Rs. 20,000.00
Rs. 3,000.00
(GST Extra)

20.11.2020
15:00 Hrs.

13/2020-21
AMC of Machinery at various
workshop under EWD,
Jhansi/Banda

Approx. Rs.
20.00 Lac

Rs. 20,000.00
Rs. 3,000.00
(GST Extra)

20.11.2020
15:00 Hrs.

14/2020-21

Repairing of 10/16 to 100 KVA
Damaged Distribution
Transformer at workshop
Mathura under EWD, Agra

Approx. Rs.
120.00 Lac

Rs. 60,000.00
Rs. 5,000.00
(GST Extra)

23.11.2020
15:00 Hrs.

15/2020-21
Carriage of Transformer 7
Material at workshop Jhansi
under EWD, Jhansi

Approx. Rs.
60.00 Lac

Rs. 60,000.00
Rs. 3,000.00
(GST Extra)

05.11.2020
15:00 Hrs.

16/2020-21
Carriage of Transformer &
Material at workshop Jhansi
under EWD, Banda

Approx. Rs.
60.00 Lac

Rs. 60,000.00
Rs. 3,000.00
(GST Extra)

05.11.2020
15:00 Hrs.

17/2020-21
AMC of EOT Crain at various
wokrshop under EWC, Agra

Approx. Rs.
25.00 Lac

Rs. 25,000.00
Rs. 3,000.00
(GST Extra)

23.11.2020
15:00 Hrs.

18/2020-21
AMC of Machinery at various
workshop under EWD, Kanpur

Approx. Rs.
30.00 Lac

Rs. 30,000.00
Rs. 3,000.00
(GST Extra)

23.11.2020
15:00 Hrs.

19/2020-21

Replacement of Damaged
Distribution 100 to 1000 KVA
Transformer at various
workshop under EWD, Kanpur

Approx. Rs.
103.00 Lac

Rs. 52,000.00
Rs. 5,000.00
(GST Extra)

20.10.2020
15:00 Hrs.

20/2020-21

Reclaimation of Burnt/old
transformer Oil as per IS
1866:2000 or latest by Mobile
Reclamation Plant at various
workshops under EWD, Agra

Approx. Rs.
196.00 Lac

Rs.
1,00,000.00

Rs. 5,000.00
(GST Extra)

20.10.2020
15:00 Hrs.

Other Terms & Conditions have been given in detailed tender for which please visit
at eprocurement portal of UP Government https://etender.up.nic.in or contact us at
given address as follows:

Urja Bhawan, 220 KV Sub-Station, Bye Pass
Road, Sikandra, Agra- 282007 (UP) Ph. No.
9068944455

Superintending Engineer
(Workshop)

D.V.V.N.L. AGRA

ROURKELA SMART CITY LIMITED,
Rourkela

Udit Nagar, Rourkela- 769012,
Email: rourkelascl@gmail.com

BID ID:- RSCL/1796/2020 DATE: 09.10.2020

NOTICE INVITING TENDER NATIONAL
COMPETITIVE BIDDING

The Chief Executive Officer, RSCL invites Sealed Tenders
from reputed Companies/Manufacturers for the project
“Installation of Street Lights in different Slums under
RSCL”. The complete BID document can be
viewed/downloaded from official portal of Rourkela Municipal
Corporation (https://www.rmc.nic.in or e-procurement
portal of Odisha https://tendersodisha.gov.in from
09.10.2020 to 27.10.2020 (upto 17:00 Hrs. IST). Pre-Bid
Meeting will be held on 21.10.2020 at 12.30 P.M. in the
Conference Hall of RSCL. For queries, intending bidder may
contact GM (E&T) (8249833105) and Email Id:
rourkelascl@gmail.com

Sd/-
Chief Executive Officer

Rourkela Smart City Limited
OIPR-13080/11/0009/2021

C-163

Govt. of Jammu & Kashmir
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER

PHE DIVISION CHADOORA
Fax: Phone: 01951-257592, E-mail ID: xenphedc786@gmail.com

CORRIGENDUM
Reference: This office EOI No. 01 of 10/2020/PHEDC of

10/2020 (2020-21) issued under endorsement
No: PHEDC/3757-86 Dated: 01.10.2020.

The below mentioned clarifications/changes are hereby
made to this office above referred EOI. It is enjoined upon all
prospective bidders to read carefully and upload the tenders
accordingly.
I. Please read Rs. 5000/- in the form of Demand Draft pledged

to the Executive Engineer Jal Shakti PHE Division Chadoora
instead of treasury Challan deposited in PHE revenue mis-
cellaneous MH-PH0215 in favour of Chief Accounts
Officer, Kashmir Jal Shakti (PHE) Department, depicted
at page No. 08 (xi).

II. Please read website as www.jktenders.gov.in instead of
jkwnders.org.in.

All other terms and conditions shall remain same.
Executive Engineer,

Jal Shakti PHE Division
Chadoora

No: PHEDC/4050-56
Dated:10-10-2020
DipK -7218

e-mail id se_sicbam@yahoo.com
Superintending Engineer, Southern Irrigation

Circle-I, Berhampur.
e-Procurement Notice No. SE, SIC - 05/2020-21

Date of opening of the Technical Bid - 04.11.2020 at 11.30 A.M.

Further detail can be seen from the Govt website www.tendersorissa.gov.in
Sd/-

Superintending Engineer,
Southern Irrigation Circle-I, Berhampur.

OIPR-32061/11/0004/2021

A-239

1 Type of Work - Flood Control & System Improvement works

2 Total No of Works - 08 (Eight) Nos

3 Amount put to tender - Rs 15949 to Rs 28192 Iakhs

4 Period of completion - 11 (Eleven) calendar months

Procurement
officer

Bid identification No
Bid Amount
(Rs to lakh)

Availability &
Submission of

Bid On-line

Superintending
Engineer,
Southern

Irrigation Circle-I
Berhampur,

Ganjam

SE, SIC, (BNID)-11/2020-21 199 36

From
19.10.2020,
10.00 AM to
03.11.2020,

5.00 PM

SE, SIC, (BNID)-12/2020-21 207 96

SE, SIC, (BNID)-13/2020-21 207 62

SE, SIC, (BNID)-14/2020-21 207 94

SE, SIC, (BNID)-15/2020-21 165 51

SE, SIC, (BNID)-16/2020-21 165 17

SE, SIC, (BNID)-17/2020-21 159 49

SE, SIC, (BNID)-18/2020-21 281 92

13 OCTOBER 2002

Sashastra Seema Bal fondly remembers with

gratitude and cherishes the valiant contribution of

brave heart CT/ GD Gammar Angu of 12 Bn SSB.

CT/GD Gammar Angu laid down his life in a

militant attack while fighting for the nation on this

day in the year 2002 near Jawahar Market,

Srinagar in Jammu & Kashmir. His courage and

valor will continue to inspire us all.

We salute the valor and supreme sacrifice of our

brave soldier.

SASHASTRA SEEMA BAL

CT/ GD

GAMMAR

ANGU
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S�O�L�D�I�E	R ‘Chip made of cow dung
significantly reduces
radiation from phone’
HARIKISHANSHARMA
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER12

DESCRIBINGCOWdungas“anti-
radiation”,RashtriyaKamdhenu
Aayog (RKA) chairman
VallabhbhaiKathiriaonMonday
unveiled a “chip”made of cow
dungandclaimedthatitreduces
radiation frommobilehandsets
significantly.
Speakingatthelaunchofana-

tionwide campaign ‘Kamdhenu
Deepawali Abhiyan’, which is
aimed at promoting cowdung
products, Kathiria said, “See, this
isaradiationchip.Youcankeepit
inyourmobile.Wehaveseenthat
if youkeep this chip inyourmo-
bile, it reduces radiation signifi-
cantly. If youwant to avoid dis-
ease,thenthisisgoingtobeused.”
The “chip”, namedGausatva

Kavach, is manufactured by
Rajkot-basedShrijeeGaushala.
TheRKA,whichcomesunder

theMinistryofFisheries,Animal
Husbandry &Dairying, was es-
tablished by the Centre on
February6,2019,andisaimedat
“conservation, protection and
development of cows and their
progeny”. It was announced in
theUnionBudget2019-20.
“Youmust have heard a few

days ago that the actor Akshay
Kumar… He has eaten cow
dung. You caneat it. It’s amedi-
cine. Butwe have forgotten our
science,”Kathiria said, referring
totheactor’srecentremarksthat

he drinks cow urine every day
for “Ayurvedic” reasons.
“Nowwe have started a re-

searchproject.Wewant tohave
researchonthesesubjectswhich
weconsideramyth,”Kathiriasaid.
Displaying other products

made from cow dung, he said,
“Cow dung is anti-radiation, it
protects all, if you bring this
homeyourplacewillbecomera-
diation-free…All this has been
approvedbyscience.”
SpeakingtoTheIndianExpress,

Kathiria said, “More than 500
gaushalasaremanufacturingsuch
anti-radiation chips. They are
availableforRs50-100each.One
person isexportingsuchchips to
theUS,where it is sold at about
$10each.”
Whenaskedifthegovernment

provided funds for thedevelop-
mentof cowdungchips,Kathiria
said,“Ourconceptistopopularise
the anti-radiation properties of
cow-dung…Itprotectsfromradi-
ationfrommobilephones.”Asked
whetherthechipsarecertifiedby
agovernmentlaboratory,Kathiria
said, “These arenot certifiedbut
tested.Itcanbetestedinanylabo-
ratory,eveninacollege.”
While launchingKamdhenu

DeepawaliAbhiyan,Kathiriaun-
veiled other cow dung-based
products like earthen lamps,
candles, incense, paperweights,
idols of gods and goddesses. He
said RKA aims to reach 11 crore
families to light 33 crore diyas
madeof cowdungthisDiwali.

Hyderabad: Students of University of Hyderabad
(UoH) held a protest onMonday, demanding that
anFIRfiledagainst14students forholdingananti-
CAA protest at theMaulana Azad National Urdu
University(MANUU)onFebruary21,bewithdrawn.
On February 21, several students belonging to

variousstudentorganisationsofUoHwentfromthe
campustoMANUU,wheretheytookoutarallyinto
theuniversity campus.Asper theFIR, the students
didnottakepermissiontoholdtherally,whichalso
resultedintrafficdisruption.TheFIRstatesthatsome
studentsmadeprovocativespeechesandraisedslo-
gansagainst theCentre.ENS

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER12

HOURSAFTERFinanceMinister
NirmalaSitharamanunveiledpro-
posals aimedat stimulatingcon-
sumerdemand,theCongresssaid
theannouncementwasaclearad-
missionthatthe“muchhyped”Rs
20 lakh croreAtmanirbhar plan
announcedbythePrimeMinister
inMaywas a “dismal failure” in
protecting and reviving India’s
“ravaged”economy.
“TheFinanceMinisterunveiled

a set of measures today and
termedthemas‘fiscalstimulus’for
theeconomywhich sheclaimed
willstimulatedemandandinvest-
ment.WearegladthattheFinance
Ministerhashadabelatedrealisa-
tionthatconsumerdemandneeds
tobestimulated in theeconomy,
something thatwe and almost
every other sensible economist
haveclamoured for, over the last
six months,” Congress leaders
Gourav Vallabh and Praveen
Chakravartysaidinastatement.
Reactingtotheannouncement

of an LTC cash voucher scheme
andaspecialfestivaladvanceofRs
10,000toallgovernmentemploy-
ees, they said government em-
ployeesalreadyhave leave travel
allowanceaspartoftheirsalary.
“Today,theFMtoldthemthat

they should now spend this on
goodswithgreater than12%GST
at aGST registered store innon-
cashform.Essentially, theFMor-
dered government employees
how to spend their ownmoney
and called it a ‘stimulus for de-
mand’,” they said, adding: “We
have been vouching for NYAY
schemetobeimplemented.Only
moneyinthehandsofthepeople
can stimulatedemand. It should
trulybe cash inhandandnotdi-
versionof cash fromone area to
another like thegovernmenthas
announced... The FM forgot the
mostbasiclessonaboutmoney–
it is fungible.Whether it is called
LTCor festival advance,money is
money for the individual.Unless
thereisadditionalmoney,thein-
dividual is not going to spend
more.So,whereisthequestionof
ademandstimulus?”theysaid.

RASHTRIYAKAMDHENUAAYOGCHIEFPM to address Bengal
online on Durga Puja: BJP
Kolkata:PrimeMinisterNarendra
Modiwill virtually address the
peopleofWestBengalonOctober
22ontheoccasionofDurgaPuja,
theBJPannouncedonMonday.
“Prime Minister Narendra

Modiwillconnectwiththepeo-
ple of Bengal virtually on
October22.Hewill address the
people on the auspicious occa-
sion and will be with them in
spirit tocelebrate thepuja,”BJP

general secretary Kailash
Vijayvargiya said.
This year, theDurgaPujawill

beginonOctober22andendson
October 26. This is the first time
thatModiwilladdressthepeople
of thestateduringDurgaPuja.
Vijayvargiya also said that

UnionHomeMinisterAmitShah
wouldvisitnorthBengaltohold
an organisational meeting be-
fore theDurgaPujabegins.ENS

Sitharaman’s
announcements
admission of
dismal failure of
Atmanirbhar
plan, says Cong

Hyderabad University
students protest over FIR

New Delhi



CORONAVIRUSDASHBOARD

WHILETHEnumberofactivecasesof
novel coronavirus infections contin-
ues to fall everyday, thegovernment
isconcernedthatgainsmadeoverthe
lastonemonthmightbesquandered
ifpeople let theirguarddownanddo
nottakeadequateprecautionsduring
theupcoming festival season.
Less than 67,000 new caseswere

discovered across the country on
Sunday, the lowest
non-Monday count
since August 23,while
morethan71,000peo-
ple were declared to
have recovered. It was
the ninth consecutive
day when recoveries
haveexceededthenew
detectionofcases.This
has nowhappened on
19 out of the last 24
days, bringing awelcome reduction
in the number of active cases from
10.17 lakh toabout8.62 lakh.
But there has been a growing

worrythatthefallingnumbersmight
lead people to believe that the epi-
demicwasnearing itsend.
“Peopleareseeingthenumbersgo

down.Whatmanydon’trealiseisthat
itcanstart togoupanytime,anyday.

The epidemic has not ended. In fact,
thechancesof thenumbersgoingup
again are very high. It is not a time,
therefore, to lower our guards, or be
casual or relaxed about it,” Science
and Technology secretary Ashutosh
SharmatoldThe IndianExpress.
“The festival season is particularly

critical. Numbers are reducing, and
peoplemightbe tempted tocelebrate

thefestivalsastheyhave
done every year. But
crowdingisthemostse-
rious source of infec-
tion… On the other
hand, if we are able to
tide over the next two
monthswithoutanybig
surge, then there is
hope,”Sharmasaid.
A similar appeal

was made on Sunday
by HealthMinister Harsh Vardhan.
Askingpeople tocontinuetopractice
physical distancing norms and cele-
bratethefestivalsinasimplemanner,
theminister said, “there isnoneedto
congregateinlargenumberstoprove
yourfaithoryourreligion.Ifwedothis,
wemaybeheadingforabig trouble”.

AMITABHSINHA

As numbers fall, concerns
over people taking it easy

CORONAVIRUS
COUNT

INDIAACTIVECASES 861,853

Note: TheOct11 figure in this graph isbasedon thegovtupdateonOct12
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DURING THE early
months of the coron-
avirus pandemic, peo-
ple’sexposuretoenviron-
mental noise dropped
nearly byhalf, according
to a new study by
University of Michigan
researchers in four US
states. The study, pub-
lished in Environmental
Research Letters, is an
analysis of data from
AppleWatch users in Florida, New
York,CaliforniaandTexas.
CalledtheAppleHearingStudy, it

collectsdataovertimetounderstand
how everyday sound exposure can
impacthearing.
The published analysis included

more than a half million daily noise
levels measured before and during
the pandemic. Daily average sound
levelsdroppedapproximately3deci-
belsduringthetimethatlocalgovern-
ments in the US made announce-

ments about social dis-
tancing and issued stay-
at-homeordersinMarch
and April, compared to
JanuaryandFebruary.
The four states had

differing Covid-19 re-
sponsesintermsof stay-
at-home orders, which
showed through the
data.CaliforniaandNew
Yorkbothhadreallydras-
tic reductions in sound

thathappenedveryquickly,whereas
FloridaandTexashadsomewhat less
of a reduction. Later, levels dropped
drastically inFloridaandTexastoo.
Initially, the largest drop in envi-

ronmental soundexposurewasseen
on theweekends. But after the lock-
downs,whenpeople stoppedphysi-
cally going to work, there was no
longeralargedistinctioninexposures
betweenthe traditional fiveworking
daysversus theweekend.

Source:UniversityofMichigan

PAPER
CLIP

NEWRESEARCH

In Apple Watch data, the impact
of lockdown on noise exposure

UDITMISRA
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER12

ONMONDAY, the Royal Swedish Academy
of Sciences awarded this year’s Sveriges
Riksbank Prize in Economic Sciences in
MemoryofAlfredNobel—popularly, albeit
incorrectly,referredtoastheNobelPrizefor
Economics— toPaul RMilgromandRobert
BWilson. Bothwinners are currentlywith
StanfordUniversity,wheretheyteachindif-
ferentdepartments.
In its announcement, the Academy said

thepairwerereceivingtheawardfor“forim-
provementstoauctiontheoryandinventions
of new auction formats”. Theywill equally
share the 10million Swedish kronor award
money—roughlyRs8.33crore.

What isauctiontheory?
Essentially, it is abouthowauctions lead

tothediscoveryof thepriceofacommodity.
Auctiontheorystudieshowauctionsarede-
signed, what rules govern them, how bid-
ders behave and what outcomes are
achieved.
When one thinks of auctions, one typi-

callyimaginestheauctionofabankruptper-
son’spropertytopayoffhiscreditors.Indeed,
this is the oldest form of auction. This sim-
ple design of such an auction— the highest
open bidder getting the property (or the
commodity inquestion)— is intuitively ap-
pealingaswell.
Butovertime,andespeciallyoverthelast

three decades, more andmore goods and
services have been brought under auction.
The nature of these commodities differs
sharply. For instance, a bankrupt person’s
property is starkly different from the spec-
trumforradioortelecomuse.Similarly,car-
bon dioxide emission credits are quite dif-
ferent from the spot market for buying
electricity, which, in turn, is quite different
from choosingwhich company should get
the right tocollect the localgarbage.
Inotherwords,nooneauctiondesignfits

all typesof commoditiesor seller.
This is also true because the purpose of

an auction also differswith the commodity
andtheentityconductingtheauction.More
often thannot, private sellerswant tomax-
imise their gains while public authorities
mayhaveothergoals inmind.
Forinstance,whensellingtelecomspec-

trum, a government could either think in
terms ofmaximising its revenues or aim at
making telecommore affordable to every-
one. If it wants tomaximise revenues, the
auctionhas tobedesignedoneway,butdo-
ing sowill imply that the company eventu-
allywinningthecontractwillmaketelecom
servicescostlierand, in theprocess,deprive
thepoorestsectionsofaffordabletelephony
andInternetaccess.Theup-side,however, is
thatthegovernmentwillgetmoremoneyin
itskittyandcanuseitwhicheverwayit likes
—possiblyevensubsidise thetelecomcosts
of thepoorest.
On the other hand, if the government’s

goal is to enable the broader society to ac-
cess the benefits of the telecom revolution
and allow even the poorest to use the
Internetatanaffordablerate, itmaywantto
focusmoreonhowbestacompanycanen-
surethat. Infact,beforeauctionsbecamethe
norm for limited resources such as radio
waves, governments used to allocate them
asonewouldconductabeautycontest.This
wouldinvolveaskinghowacompanymight
usethespectrumandassessingwhichcom-
panyisbestsuitedtoreceivethelicense.This
approach, however, led to aproliferationof
lobbying.

Butevenwhenabeautycontestapproach
was replacedwith an auction, it mattered
howtheauctionwasdesigned.Forinstance,
if spectrumisauctionedattheregionallevel,
nationalplayersmaynotgetseamlessaccess
to optimumquality of spectrum across the
country; as a result, theymaynotbid as ag-
gressively. In theUS, suchamistake led to a
second-hand market where companies
tradedamongthemselveswithlittlerevenue
accruing to thegovernment.
How an auction is designed, therefore,

hasatremendousimpactnotjustonthebuy-
ersandthesellersbutalsoonthebroaderso-
ciety.

Whatarethekeyvariables that
determinetheoutcomeofanauction?
Three key variables need to be under-

stoodwhiledesigninganauction.
One is the rules of the auction. Imagine

participatinginanauction.Yourbiddingbe-
haviourislikelytodifferif therulesstipulate
openbidsasagainst closed/sealedbids. The
same applies to single bids versusmultiple
bids,orwhetherbidsaremadeoneafteran-
otheroreveryonebidsat thesametime.
Thesecondvariableisthecommodityor

servicebeingputup for auction. Inessence,

the question is howdoes each bidder value
an item.This isnotalwayseasy toascertain.
In terms of telecom spectrum, it might be
easier topeg the right value for eachbidder
becausemost bidders are likely to put the
spectrumto the sameuse. This is called the
“common” value of an object. But thismay
not be the casewith someother commodi-
ties,sayapainting.PersonAmayderivecon-
siderablymore“private”orpersonalvalue—
justby lookingat itendlessly—thanperson
B. In most auctions, bidders allocate both
“common”aswell as “private”values to the
objectbeingauctionedandthisaffects their
eventualbids.
The third variable is uncertainty. For in-

stance,which bidder haswhat information
about the object, or even the value another
bidderassociateswith theobject.

WhatwasMilgromandWilson’swork?
MilgromandWilsonhavedonepioneer-

ingworkonauctiontheoryandmuchofour
current understanding is due to their re-
search.
As the Academy notes, “Wilson devel-

opedthetheory forauctionsofobjectswith
a common value— a valuewhich is uncer-
tain beforehandbut, in the end, is the same
for everyone”. Wilson showed what the
“winner’s curse” is in anauction andhow it
affectsbidding.Asshowninthe illustration,
it ispossible tooverbid—$50whenthereal
value is closer to $25. In doing so, onewins
theauctionbut losesout inreality.Thewin-
ner’s curse explains “why rational bidders
tendtoplacebidsbelowtheirownbestesti-
mateofthecommonvalue:theyareworried
aboutthewinner’scurse—thatis,aboutpay-
ing toomuchand losingout”.
Milgrom“formulatedamoregeneralthe-

oryofauctionsthatnotonlyallowscommon
valuesbutalsoprivatevaluesthatvaryfrom
bidder tobidder”.He “analysed thebidding
strategies in a number of well-known auc-
tion formats, demonstrating that a format
will give thesellerhigherexpectedrevenue
whenbidderslearnmoreabouteachother’s
estimatedvaluesduringbidding”.
Witheachpassingyear,associetieshave

becomemorecomplexMilgromandWilson
responded by inventing new formats “for
auctioning offmany interrelatedobjects si-
multaneously,onbehalfofasellermotivated
by broad societal benefit rather thanmaxi-
mal revenue”.
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ARUNJANARDHANAN
CHENNAI,OCTOBER12

THE TAMIL actor Khushbu Sundar joined
the BJP on Monday, having constantly
fought the same party on socialmedia for
several years. Previously in the Congress,
sheusedtoreplytoeveryrival individually,
and often tagged and named Narendra
ModiandAmitShahinhertweets.“Shewas
an untiring fighter for Congress in social
media, almosteveryminuteandhour, and
a star campaigner, a real crowdpuller and
powerful orator during polls in public ral-
lies,” saidaseniorCongress leader.
So,whatexplainshermove?

Her background
Born into a Muslim family in West

Andheri inMumbai, Khushbu started out
asachildactorinthe1980s.Knownashard-
working,shecomesacrosstomanyasara-
tionalistwhowould call herself an atheist

although she herself exhibits no rigidity
againstanyone’sbeliefs.
Anactor friend jokingly said “herprob-

lem is that she is aworkaholic”. “Shemay
besimpleinherideologicalargumentsbut
she isaggressive towardsherwork.”
Even before she entered politics, she

kicked up a controversy— in 2005—with
remarks about premarital sex in an inter-
viewinTamil.Herremarkthat“oursociety
shouldcomeoutof thethinkingthatatthe
time of themarriage, the girls should be
withvirginity…”ledtoseveralcasesbeing
filed against her. It took a legal battle of
about five years before shewas cleared in
two dozen cases by the Supreme Court
sometime inearly2010.

In DMK&Congress
In May 2010, she joined the DMK in

Chennai, in the presence of the thenparty
chief and Chief Minister, the late M
Karunanidhi.Thismarkedherentry in for-
malpoliticsafteracareerthathadmadeher

one of themost popular female actors of
SouthIndiancinemawithover100promi-
nentfilms.Atonepoint, fanshadevenbuilt
a temple toher inTamilNadu.
When she joined DMK, Karunanidhi

said Khushbuwas known for her progres-
sive views in films. She had also acted as
Maniyammai, partner of social reformer
Periyar, inabiopiconhim.
But sidelined by M K Stalin,

Karunanidhi’s son and the current party
chief,shequittheDMKtojointheCongress
inNovember2014.
ThiswasatatimetheCongresswasfac-

inga crisiswithin, andwhennotmanyca-
reerpoliticianswouldhavebeenexpected
to join theparty.
ThethenCongresschief inTamilNadu,E

VKSElangovan,tappedherpoliticalskillsto
the party’s benefit for over two years, until
hehimselfwasoustedfromthepost.Shewas
the star campaigner of the Congress in the
2014 Lok Sabha polls and in the 2016
Assembly polls aswell. Even senior DMK

leadersacknowledgedher thenfor thesuc-
cessful campaign she led for Congress can-
didates insouthernTamilNadu.

Why she has quit
Whathasmadeherquit theCongress is

seemingly similar to the reasons forwhich
shehadquit theDMK.Shewassidelinedby
topleadersofbothparties,althoughshewas
morethanjustacelebrity-turned-politician.
The Congress did give her space to ex-

press her opinions in public, even if they
were sometimes different from party
stands. In the DMK, in contrast, her vocal
nature prevented her from advancing her
career. For instance, a statement shemade
aboutKarunanidhi’ssuccessorupsetStalin.

What to expect in BJP
Heractorfriendsaid:“TheCongresswas

thebest space for her, not evenDMK... She
maybehopingthattheBJPwillprovideher
avibrantworkingspacetodosomethingin
sociallife,howeverdifferentherconvictions

and opinions were till yesterday. She
neededabetterplatform,” shesaid.
The friendsaidbothDMKandBJPhave

rigiddisciplinaryrulesthatpreventleaders
and cadres from crossing the party line.
“Even if her previous disagreementswith
BJP canbe resolvednow,Khushbu’s truth-
ful and spontaneous reactionsmake her
morevulnerable inBJP,” shesaid.
A senior BJP leader from Tamil Nadu,

who had not known about Khushbu’s de-
cision until Sunday night, now said she
would be the party’s star campaigner in
Tamil Nadu. “A winnable MLA seat can
makeher anMLA…or even aRajya Sabha
MPpostwhenthe timecomes,”hesaid.
A senior Congress leader,who felt that

Khushbuwasalwaysefficient,ambitiousand
arrogant, said her presencewouldhelp BJP
get twovotesextra inTamilNadu.“Nothing
more or less. Nothing happenedwhen she
workedwithDMKandCongress, the plat-
formsthatsuitedherprinciplesbest.Nothing
morewillhappeninBJPeither,”hesaid.

The economics of auctions
SIMPLYPUTQUESTION&ANSWER

TheEconomicsPrize inMemoryofNobelhasgonetoPaulMilgromandRobertWilsonfortheirworkon
auctiontheoryandnewauctionformats.What isauctiontheory,andwhatwasthewinners’ research?

SUNNYVERMA,
AANCHALMAGAZINE
&SANDEEPSINGH
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER12

FINANCEMINISTER Nirmala Sitharaman
Mondayannouncedtwosetsofmeasuresto
generate consumption demand and boost
capital spending in the economy. These
measures,alongwithparticipationof states
and the private sector, are projected to cre-
ate “additional demand” of Rs 1 lakh crore,
according to thegovernment.
Someproposals are aimed at advancing

expenditurewhileothersaredirectlylinked
toincreasein GDP(GrossDomesticProduct),
shesaid.Theministrywillallowgovernment
and private sector employees to use their
LeaveTravelConcession (LTC) tax-freeben-
efit forvarioustypesofpurchasessubject to
certain conditionswhile giving an interest-
free festivaladvanceofRs10,000togovern-
ment employees. Measures have been an-
nounced to step up capital expenditure by
theCentreandthestates.

HowdoestheLTCbenefit impactyou?
Central government employeeswill be

providedtaxbenefitsonLTCwithouthaving
to actually travel. These employeeswould,
however, be required to spend three times
their LTC fare component for purchasing
itemsthatattract12%ormoreGST.Whatthis
means is that if your fare componentof LTC
is Rs 40,000, you need to spend Rs 1.2 lakh
on goods that fall in the 12%-or-more GST
slab inorder to save taxonRs40,000.
Ifyoudon’tspendthatamount,youmay

havetopaytaxasperyourmarginaltaxrate
on the LTC component. So if you fall in the
10%taxslab, youwill have topayadditional
taxofRs4,000ontheLTCfarecomponentof
Rs40,000.
Asfortheleaveencashmentcomponent,

theemployeewill have to spendanequiva-
lent amount towards thepurchase of items
thatattract12%ormoreasGST.

Howwill itbenefit theeconomy?
ThroughtheLTCconsumptionboostplan,

the government expects a demand genera-
tionofRs28,000crore—Rs19,000croreon
accountofdemandfromcentralgovernment
employees, and Rs 9,000 crore from state
government employees. Besides, the same
benefits will be available to private sector
employees if employers decide to offer the

schemeandemployeesdecide toavail it.

Howdoes ithelpgovernmentrevenue?
WhileGSTcollectionshavebeenseverely

impacted in the first half of the fiscal due to
thepandemic,aconsumptionboostfromthe
LTCmovewill liftGSTcollections in thesec-
ondhalf astheschemecalls forexpenditure
tobedoneuntilMarch31,2021.Ifprivatesec-
toremployeesalsoparticipate, itmayleadto
a significant jump in overall consumption
andrise inGSTcollections.

What is thespecial festivaladvance
scheme?
Thegovernmenthas restored festival ad-

vance,whichwas abolished in linewith rec-
ommendationsofthe7thPayCommission,for
onetimeuntilMarch31,2021.Allcentralgov-
ernment employeeswill get an interest-free
advanceofRs10,000thatthegovernmentwill
recoverin10instalments.Itwillbegiveninthe
formofapre-loadedRupaycardoftheadvance
valueandthegovernmentexpectstodisburse
Rs 4,000 crore. According to the Finance
Ministry,ifallstatesprovideasimilaradvance,
another Rs 8,000 crores is likely to be dis-
bursed.Thisisexpectedtogenerateconsump-
tiondemandaheadof festivalslikeDiwali.

Whatarethemeasurestoboostcapital
expenditure?
Special assistance will be provided to

states in the form of interest-free 50-year
loans of Rs 12,000 crorewith certain con-
ditions. States have been categorised into
three groups: Group 1 comprising
Northeast states (Rs 1,600 crore) and
Uttarakhand and Himachal Pradesh (Rs
900crore),Group2of otherstates thatwill
get Rs 7,500 crore in proportion of their
shareasper theFinanceCommission’sde-
volution, andGroup 3 of stateswhichwill
get Rs 2,000 crore if they meet 3 of 4 re-
forms, includingOneNationOneRation,as
outlined in the Atmanirbhar package an-
nounced inMay. The funds,whichneed to
bespentbyMarch31,2021, canbeused for
ongoingandnewprojectsandsettlingcon-
tractors' billson these. The fundsprovided
to states will be over and about their bor-
rowing ceilings.
For its part, the Centre has proposed an

additionalbudgetofRs25,000croreforcap-
italexpenditureonroads,defenceinfrastruc-
ture,water supplyandurbandevelopment.
Allocations will be made to various min-
istries in the upcoming discussions for for-
mulating revisedestimates.

What govt has proposed in new LTC scheme
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After battling BJP for long, KhushbuSundar joins party:why,what now

KhushbuSundar, formerlyinCongress,
joinedBJPonMonday.Twitter/@BJP4India
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SOCIALMEDIA

Facebooktoban
contentthat
deniesordistorts
theHolocaust
FACEBOOK SAID on
Monday it was updating
its hate speech policy to
ban any content that de-
nies or distorts the
Holocaust. The move
comes two years after
FacebookChiefExecutive
Mark Zuckerberg said in
a 2018 interview with
techwebsiteRecodesaid
that while he found
Holocaust denial deeply
offensive,hedidnotthink
Facebook should delete
such content. “I’ve strug-
gledwiththetensionbe-
tween standing for free
expressionandtheharm
caused byminimising or
denyingthehorrorof the
Holocaust,” said
Zuckerberg, who is
Jewish,inaFacebookpost
onMonday.REUTERS

MarkZuckerberg

TOPOFTHE
WORLD

PAKISTAN

ImranKhan’stop
aidequitsamid
graftallegations
PAKISTANPRIMEMinister
Imran Khan’s Special
Assistant on Information
and Broadcasting Lt Gen
(retd.)AsimSaleemBajwa
resigned on Monday,
amid allegations that he
used his offices to help
family set up several off-
shore businesses. “I re-
quested the honourable
primeminister to relin-
quishme from the addi-
tional portfolio of SAPM
onInfo&broadcasting.He
very kindly approvedmy
request,” Bajwa, the for-
mer Pakistan Army
spokesman who also
served as Commander of
the Southern Command,
tweeted.PTI

TANZANIA

Largefirebreaks
outonMount
Kilimanjaro
TANZANIANRESIDENTS,
students and firefighters
werebattlingonMonday
tocontainafirethatbroke
out Sunday on Mount
Kilimanjaro,Africa’shigh-
est mountain, the
National Parks service
(TANAPA) said. Hard
winds on Sunday helped
fanthefire,butthewinds
havedieddown.Sofar,no
injuries or deaths have
been reported and no
property damaged.
Kilimanjarorisestonearly
6,000metres above sea
level. Around 50,000
tourists climb it every
year.REUTERS

DAVIDZUCCHINO
&FATIMAFAIZI
KANDAHAR,OCTOBER12

HOMA YUSAFZAI felt terrible.
Herweightwasup,shehaddia-
betes and high blood pressure,
and at just 27 she felt lethargic
anddepressed.
Then she heard that

Kandahar’s first health club for
women had just opened— the
miracleshehadbeenwaitingfor,
shethought.Herhusbandatfirst
refusedtoletherjoin.Kandaharis
a deeply conservative city, a for-
merheadquarters of the Taliban
wheremenstilldictate themost
prosaicdetailsofwomen’s lives.

But ultimately, he relented,
and Yusafzai nowworks out six
days aweek, straining through
hand-weight repetitions and
pounding a treadmill. In six
months, she said, she had shed
almost 50 pounds, lowered her
blood pressure and brought her
diabetesundercontrol.
The health clubwas opened

latelastyearbyMaryamDurani,
36, an indomitable women’s
rights advocate who has sur-
vived two suicide bombings, an
assassination attempt and
countlessdeaththreats—notto
mention harsh public condem-
nation foropening theclub.
Thegymhassurvived,tucked

awayinawindowlessbasement

inside a locked compound,
shieldedfrompryingeyes.Itisthe
latest addition to the Khadija
KubraWomen’sAssociation,run

byDuraniwith her father’s help
since2004.Itincludesaradiosta-
tion, English and literacy classes
forwomen,anIslamicschooland

a seamstress centre that sells
clothingmadebywomen.
It is rare for Afghanwomen

to exercise, though several
women’s health clubs andeven
twowomen’s swimming pools
have opened in Kabul. But in
conservative strongholds like
Kandahar, many men disap-
prove of women trying to take
controlof theirownbodies.
“Kandahar is a very difficult

environment for women,”
Duranisaid.“Theclubisasmuch
for women’s mental health as
their physical health. Almost
everywomanwho comes here
isdepressed.”
Roughly 40% of clubmem-

bers exercise secretly, hiding

workouts from their families,
Durani said. Membership had
droppedfrom60inthespringto
30 now, because of a three-
monthCovid-19closureandbe-
causesomewomenfearedtheir
familieswould findout.
“My father andbrothers said

theywould killme if Iwent to a
healthclub,”saidagymmember,
whoaskedtobeidentifiedonlyby
hernickname, Tamana. Tamana,
33,wasdressedinwhiterobestra-
ditionallyworn for studying the
Quranatamadrasa—theexcuse
she gives her family for leaving
hometoexerciseattheclub.
But the gym is constantly in

jeopardy.Soonafteritopened,it
wasdelugedwithprofanesocial

media posts fromoutraged res-
idents. They called it a house of
prostitution. Mocked and vili-
fied,Duraniwastoldtoclosethe
clubandsendthewomenhome
to theirhusbands.
“Iwasshockedthattheycalled

mydaughter aprostitute— that
they said nomanwith dignity
would allow such a thing,” said
Durani’s father,HajiMohammad
Essa, 82, a former teacherwho
ownstheplotthathousesthegym.
Club members say they’ve

beenharassedandpropositioned
bymenoutside.A fewhavebeen
struckby stones thrownbymen
onmotorbikeswhothreatenedto
killthemiftheycontinuedtovisit
theclub,Duranisaid.NYT

A HEALTH CLUB IN KANDAHAR CHALLENGES CONSERVATIVE AFGHAN TRADITIONS THAT VILIFY EXERCISE FOR WOMEN

In former Taliban stronghold, defiant women hit the gym

Atthefitnessclub.NYT

USSupremeCourtnominee JudgeAmyConeyBarrett (centre)atherconfirmationhearingbeforetheSenate Judiciary
CommitteeonCapitolHill inWashingtononMonday.Reuters

LAWRENCEHURLEY&
PATRICIAZENGERLE
WASHINGTON, OCTOBER 12

DEMOCRATICSENATORSinclud-
ing vice presidential nominee
Kamala Harris on Monday
painted US President Donald
Trump’sSupremeCourtnominee
AmyConeyBarrett asa threat to
the Obamacare healthcare law
during a deadly pandemic and
denouncedtheRepublicandrive
to approve her before the
November3USelection.
As the Senate Judiciary

Committee began its four-day
confirmationhearingforBarrett,
Democrats voiced their strong
opposition to Trump’s nominee
eventhoughtheyhavelittlehope
ofderailinghernominationinthe
Republican-ledSenate.
Barrett’sconfirmationwould

givethecourta6-3conservative
majority.
Butitwasthefateof the2010

Affordable Care Act (ACA),
Democratic former President
Barack Obama’s signature do-
mestic policy achievement that
has enabled millions of
Americanstoobtainmedicalcov-
erage,thatwasthefocusofHarris
andherfellowDemocrats.Barrett
has criticised a 2012 Supreme
Courtrulingauthoredbyconser-
vative Chief Justice JohnRoberts
thatupheldObamacare.
Harris, the runningmate of

Trump’sDemocraticelectionop-
ponentJoeBiden,calledthecon-

firmation process so near the
election“illegitimate”.
“I dobelieve thishearing is a

clear attempt to jam through a

Supreme Court nominee who
will take away healthcare from
millions of people during a
deadly pandemic that has al-

ready killedmore than 214,000
Americans,” Harris said, speak-
ingviaavideo link.
“A clear majority of

Americans want whomever
wins the election to fill this seat
andmy Republican colleagues
knowthat. Yet they aredeliber-
atelydefyingthewillof thepeo-
ple in their attempt to roll back
the rights and protections pro-
videdundertheAffordableCare
Act,”Harris said.
Barrett,aconservativeappel-

latecourtjudgenominatedtore-
placethelateliberalJusticeRuth
BaderGinsburg,satatatablefac-
ingthesenatorswearingablack
facemask amid the pandemic.
Herhusbandandsevenchildren
satbehindher,alsowearingpro-
tectivemasks.
Barrett could be on the

SupremeCourtintimetopartic-
ipate in a case due to be argued
onNovember10inwhichTrump
and Republican-led states are
seekingtoinvalidateObamacare.
Thehearingstartedwithsen-

ators making opening state-
ments. Barrett will make her
ownopeningstatementlateron
Mondayandwill facequestion-
ing from senators on Tuesday
andWednesday.
Thehearing isakeystepbe-

fore a full Senate vote by the
end of October on her confir-
mation to a lifetime job on the
court. Republicans have a
53-47 Senate majority so
Barrett’s confirmation seems
almost certain.REUTERS

JAMIEFREED
SYDNEY,OCTOBER12

ASIA-PACIFICCOUNTRIESinclud-
ingSingapore,AustraliaandJapan
are gradually easing some inter-
nationaltravelrestrictionsascoro-
navirus cases slow, in hopes of
helpingtorevivetheireconomies.
InternationaltravelinAsiahas

collapsed during the pandemic
duetoborderclosures,withpas-
senger numbers down 97% in
August, according to the
AssociationofAsiaPacificAirlines.
Although European coun-

tries that had beenmore open
add fresh travel restrictions as
casesrise, inAsiathetrendisto-
wardeasing, thoughnotalways
onabilateralbasis.
Fornow,fewpeoplearelikely

totravelbecauseoftestingandin-
surance requirements, and in
some cases the need to quaran-
tineuponreturnhome,meaning
the deals offer limited hope for
airlinesandthetourismindustry.
A Singapore-Indonesia deal

announced onMonday for es-
sential business and official
travelwillrequireanapplication
andCovid-19swabtestsbothbe-
foreandafter travel.
Singapore had established

similar agreementswith China,
SouthKorea,Japan,Malaysia,and
openedunilaterallytogeneralvis-
itors fromNewZealand, Brunei,
VietnamandmostofAustralia.
NewZealanderswillbeableto

travel to someparts of Australia
startingFridaywithoutquarantin-
ing. However, New Zealanders
who return fromAustraliamust
quarantine for twoweeksunder
government supervision at the
cost of NZ$3100 ($2,064.91) for
thefirstpersonandmoreforaddi-
tional familymembers.Australia
is also in talkswith Japan, South
Korea,SingaporeandSouthPacific
nations on reopening travel as
coronavirusinfectionsease.
JapanandVietnamwillallow

short-termbusiness travelwith
eachother,theYomiuridailysaid
onSaturday.Japanisalsoplanning
toremoveabanontraveltoChina
and11othercountriesandregions
includingTaiwan,Australia,New
Zealand, Singapore, SouthKorea,
Vietnam and Malaysia next
month,theYomiurisaid,thoughit
wouldstilladviseagainstnon-es-
sentialtravel.REUTERS

Asia-Pacific countries
begin to ease travel
bans related toCovid
Singapore,Australia, Japanallowsomeinternational travel

AttheBeijingRailwayStation.Reuters

Beijing: Chinese health author-
ities will test all 9 million peo-
ple in the eastern city of
Qingdaoforthecoronavirusthis
week after nine cases linked to
ahospitalwere found, the gov-
ernment announcedMonday.
The announcement broke a

two-monthstreakwithnovirus
transmissions reportedwithin
China, thoughChinahasaprac-
tice of not reporting asympto-

matic cases. The ruling
CommunistPartyhasliftedmost
curbsontravelandbusinessbut
stillmonitors travellers andvis-
itorstopublicbuildingsforsigns
of infection.
Authoritieswere investigat-

ing the source of the infections
in eight patients at Qingdao’s
Municipal Chest Hospital and
onefamilymember,theNational
HealthCommissionsaid.AP

SenatorMichaelLee(standing, left),whohadtestedpositive
forCovid-19onOctober3, talkswithSenate Judiciary
CommitteeChairmanLindseyGraham.Reuters

Confirmation hearing for Trump’s SC
nominee kicks off in a divided Senate

HENRYFOUNTAIN
OCTOBER12

AFTER A year spent drifting
across the top of the world,
frozen in sea ice, a German re-
search ship returned home on
Monday, ending the largest
Arcticscienceexpedition inhis-
tory,oneaimedatbetterunder-
standing a region that is rapidly
changingas theworldwarms.
The ship, the Polarstern,

docked at its home port of
Bremerhaven13months after it
leftNorway.InOctober,itbecame
deliberately frozen into the ice
north of Siberia, 350miles from
theNorthPole, anddriftednorth
andwest for thousandsofmiles,
leavingthelittleremainingicefor
good late last month between
GreenlandandNorway.
The expedition,with a rotat-

ingcontingentofabout100scien-
tistsandcrew,encounteredpolar
bears, storms that damaged
equipment, thin ice conditions
and,most critically, the coron-
aviruspandemic that scrambled
logistics. But the leaders of the
$150millionprojectwithpartic-
ipants from20 countries, noted
it asa success.NYT

Largest ever
Arctic science
expedition ends

Whyhealthcaretookcentrestage

DEMOCRATSFEARthat
JudgeBarrettwouldtilt
theUStopcourttoofar
totherightandputgay
marriage,abortion
rightsandguncontrol,among
otherthings,atrisk.Butthe
Democraticsenators’main
pointofattackonMondaywas
regardingtheAffordableCare
Act(ACA),whichisalsoatrisk
ofbeingrepealedbyaconser-
vative-majoritycourt.TheACA
isthesourceofhealthcarefor
millionsofAmericans,andhas

becomeamajorelec-
toralissue,especially
duringthepandemic.
Withtheelectionjust
weeksaway,Democrats

aretryingtodrawfocuson
Trump’sfailuresinmanaging
theCovidoutbreak,whichthey
saywillhitAmericanseven
harderif theACAisscrapped.
Withtheoutcomeofthehear-
ingsalmostaforegoneconclu-
sion,thepartyistryingtouse
theplatformtogetitsmessage
acrosstovoters.

Liverpool, London: British Prime
MinisterBorisJohnsonimposed
atieredsystemoffurtherrestric-
tions on parts of England on
Monday, including shutting
pubs, as the Covid-19 outbreak
accelerates, though anger is ris-
ingatthecostof thecurtailment
of freedoms.
Johnsonannounced thenew

three-tiersysteminanattemptto
standardiseapatchworkof often
complicatedandconfusingrestric-
tions imposed across England.
Lawmakerswillvoteonthemove.
The lockdownswill include

shutting pubs and bars in areas
placed into the“veryhigh”alert
levelfromWednesday.Theother
levels in the new system are
“medium”and“high”.
So far, Merseyside in north-

west England—which includes
thecityofLiverpool—istheonly
areainthehighestriskcategory.
Gyms, leisure centres, casinos,
bettingshopsandadult gaming

centres there will also close,
Johnsonsaid.
“Wemust act to save lives,”

Johnson told Parliament, adding
hedidnotwantanothernational
lockdownandthatheunderstood
the frustrations of those chafing
atthe“repressionsof liberty”.
“Ifweletthevirusrip,thenthe

bleakmathematics dictate that
wewould suffer not only an in-
tolerable death toll fromCovid,
but wewould put such a huge
strainonourNHSwithanuncon-
trolledsecondspikethatourdoc-
torsandnurseswouldsimplybe
unable to devote themselves to
othertreatments.”REUTERS

Everyone in China’s Qingdao city
to get tested after new outbreak

Johnson shuts pubs in parts of
England with new Covid curbs

Boris
Johnson
announced
a3-tier
systemof
restrictions

EU agrees to sanctions on Russians
over Navalny poisoning: diplomats
REUTERS
LUXEMBOURG,OCTOBER12

EUROPEANUNIONforeignmin-
isters backed a Franco-German
planonMondaytoimposesanc-
tions on Russians suspected of
poisoning Kremlin critic Alexei
Navalny with a nerve agent,
diplomats said.
Berlin and Parismade their

proposal at ameeting of EU for-
eignministers in Luxembourg.
Theysaytheyhavenothadacred-
ibleexplanationfromMoscowfor
what the Organisation for the
ProhibitionofChemicalWeapons

said was the presence of the
banned Soviet-era nerve agent
NovichokinNavalny’sbody.
German Foreign Minister

HeikoMaassaidashearrivedat
themeeting earlier onMonday

thatthepoisoningcouldnot“re-
mainwithoutconsequences”.
EUdiplomats said therewas

broadsupportamongthe27for-
eignministers for asset freezes
andtravelbansonseveralRussian
GRUmilitaryintelligenceofficials.
The sanctions are not ex-

pected tobeapproved immedi-
ately, as legal textsmustbepre-
paredandclearedbyexperts.
Navalny fell ill on a flight in

SiberiaonAug20, andwas sub-
sequently airlifted to Berlin for
treatment.Bloodsamplestaken
from him confirmed the pres-
ence of a nerve agent from the
bannedNovichok family.

AlexeiNavalny

China announces new regulations
for pilgrims going to Saudi for Haj
KJMVARMA
BEIJING,OCTOBER12

CHINAHAS released new regu-
lations for Muslims visiting
SaudiArabiaforannualHajstip-
ulating that the pilgrimage
shouldbeorganisedonlybythe
country’s Islamic Association
and pilgrims should follow
Chinese laws and oppose reli-
giousextremism.
Thereare20millionMuslims

in China, mostly Uyghurs — an
ethnic group of Turkic origin—
and Hui Muslims, who are of
Chinese ethnic origin. Both

Uyghurs andHuiMuslimshave
apopulationofabout10million
each, according to an official
whitepaper.
The new regulation issued

for Haj pilgrimage has a total of
42 articles, including one that

stipulates that Chinese citizens’
pilgrimage shouldbeorganised
inaccordancewithChineselaws,
and the Chinese Islamic
Associationistheonlyorganisa-
tionthatisauthorisedtoarrange
for Chinese Muslims to go to
Mecca toperformHaj.
People who go to perform

Haj shouldabidebyChina’s and
the destination country's laws,
andopposereligiousextremism,
according to theregulations.
Various government depart-

mentshavebeenrequestedtoful-
filtheirresponsibilitiesandbanil-
legalHaj activities, the state-run
GlobalTimesreported.PTI

ThePolarstern returns to
Bremerhaven,Germany,
Monday.AP

Peoplewhogoonthe
Hajpilgrimageshould
abidebyChineserules
andopposereligious
extremism,according
totheregulations

KamalaHarrissaysprocessillegitimateasitcomessonearpresidentialelection
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DIPR/3798/Tender/2020

TAMILNADU NEWSPRINT AND PAPERS LIMITED
Kagithapuram – 639 136, Karur Dist. Tamil Nadu

Phone : 04324-277001 (10 Lines). Extn. 4402/4568. E-mail : pmd5@tnpl.co.in

GLOBAL NOTICE INvITING BIDS
Material Description Due Date

For Supply and Commissioning of a Chip Classifier / SCAN
CM 40:01 Measuring Instrument - TNPL Unit-II - MEP 31.10.2020

Bidders may request the tender document at the above address by
Post/Mail. Detailed GNIB may be viewed in websites: www.tnpl.com/
www.tenders.tn.gov.in

TNPL - Maker of bagasse based eco-friendly Paper

Rajasthan State Road Development And Construction Corporation Ltd., JAIPUR
No. NIT/2020-21/11864-70 Date 12.10.2020

BÊX-d³fd½fQf Àfc̈ f³ff Àfa£¹ff 227/2020-21
d³f¸³fd»fd£f°f I f¹fûË IZ d»f¹fZ ¹fû¦¹f E½fa A³fb·f½fe C°´ffQ³fI °ffÊAûÔ/Ad²fIÈ °f Af´fcd°fÊI °ffÊAûÔ ÀfZ d³f²ffÊdS°f ´fi´fÂf ¸fZÔ BÊ-MZ³OdSa¦f ´fidIi ¹ff WZ°fb Afg³f»ffB³f d³fd½fQf¹fZÔ Af¸fadÂf°f I e ªff°fe W`Ô:

IYf¹fÊ IYf d½f½fSX̄ f A³fb¸ffd³f°f »ff¦f°f (÷Y.)
Rate contract for supply of PPC ISI marked at various site in Rajasthan.
UBN No. : RRC2021WSRC00330

490.00
Lakh

Rate contract for supply of OPC 43 Grade as per ISI marked at various sites in Rajasthan.
UBN No. : RRC2021WLRC00331

1841.00
Lakh

Afg³f»ffBÊX³f d³fd½fQf ´fi´fÂf OXfCX³f»fûOX IYSX³fZ IYe A½fd²f dQ³ffaIY 09.10.2020 ÀfZ 28.10.2020 Àff¹fa 6.00 ¶fªfZ °fIY

d³fd½fQf ÀfZ Àfa¶fad²f°f Àf¸fÀ°f d½f½fS¯f E½fa ÀfaVfû²f³f ½fZ¶fÀffBÊM http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in, http://sppp.rajasthan.nic.in °f±ff

http://roads.rajasthan.gov.in ´fS QZJf ªff ÀfI °ff W`Ü B¨LbI Àfa½fZQI ûÔ I û A´f³fZ dOdªfM»f WÀ°ffÃfS IZ ¸ff²¹f¸f ÀfZ ½fZ¶fÀffBÊM

http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in ´fS SdªfÀMOÊ I S½ff³ff Af½fV¹fI W`Ü ¸fWXf´fi¶fa²fIYY

AASHISHARYAN
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER12

ANALLIANCEofintelligenceage-
nciesfromtheUS,theUK,Austra-
lia, Canada, and New Zealand
alongwithsignatoriesfromIndia
andJapanhavewrittentotechnol-
ogy companieswhich provide
end-to-end encryption in their
communication platforms to
“workwith thegovernment” to-
wardssolutionswhichcouldhelp
lawenforcementagenciesbetter
pursuehardenedcriminals.
In a letter signedby theUK’s

Secretary of State for theHome
Department Priti Patel, Attorney
General of theUSWilliamBarr,
AustralianMinisterforHomeAff-
airs PeterDutton, andothers in-
cludingsignatoriesfromIndiaand
Japan,thecountriessaidthatwh-
ile they supported encryption’s
role inpersonaldataandprivacy
protection, it alsoposed “signifi-
cantchallengestopublicsafety”.
“Weurge industry toaddress

our serious concernswhere en-
cryption is applied in away that
whollyprecludesanylegalaccess
tocontent.Wecallontechnology
companiestoworkwithgovern-
mentstotakethefollowingsteps,
focusedonreasonable,technically
feasiblesolutions,”theletterdated
October11,read.
Themoveislikelytoputpres-

sure on communications plat-
formssuchasWhatsApp, itspar-
ent Facebook’sMessenger, and
others such as Signal and
Telegram, all ofwhichoffer end-
to-endencryptiontocustomers.
In nations such as India,

WhatsApphasbeeninvolvedina
prolonged legal debatewith the
governmentandtheSupremeCo-
urt,wheretheplatformhastried
defending its stance thatend-to-
end encryptionmeant that not
eventhecompanyhadanyaccess
tothechatsbetweenusers.

TheCentre,lastOctober,while
presenting its standing in a case
related toWhatsApp, had said
thatsocialmediaandcommuni-
cationsplatformslikeWhatsApp
andFacebookcouldnotclaimthat
they also did not have access to
“userschats”ifthematterrelated
tonationalsecurity.
Thegovernmenthadthentold

theSupremeCourtthatsuchplat-
formsmust help the Centre de-
cryptmessagesfromterroristor-
ganisation, hardened criminals
andothers. It had then also said
that new rules to govern social
mediawasbeingplannedby the
respectiveministries.Ontheother
hand, companies including
Facebook,Twitterandothershave
repeatedlysaidtheyhavealways
compliedwithcountries’lawen-
forcement agencieswhen legiti-
mate requests have beenmade
throughproperchannels”.
IntheOctober11letter,thesig-

natorieshavesaidthatthesecom-
municationplatformsshoulden-
able access for lawenforcement
agencies“inareadableandusable
formatwhereanauthorisationis
lawfully issued, is necessary and
proportionate, and is subject to
strongsafeguardsandoversight”.
“Integratingsuchafeatureinto

the existing end-to-endencryp-
tion mechanism could be ex-
tremely complex considering
these lawswould vary between
countriesandregions.Also,ensur-
ing that thesehooksprovided to
securityagenciesarenotmisused
canbequitecomplex,”saidKunal
Kislay, co-founder and CEO of
IntegrationWizardsSolutions.
Other experts, however, say

that theproposal todecryptwill
givethepowersthatbe“excessive
powers”. “This proposal is prob-
lematicbecauseitgivesexcessive
powers to the lawenforcement
agenciesof thesecountries,”said
PrasanthSugathan, legaldirector
atSoftwareFreedomLawCentre.

Mumbai:Housing sales value in the top7
citiesinJuly-Septembercollectivelyroseto
Rs29,731crore,asagainstRs12,694crore
intheprecedingquarterendedJuneasig-
nificant jumpof134percent, saysastudy
byAnarockPropertyConsultants.
Mumbai Metropolitan Region saw

homesworthRs 16,500 crore sold in the
Septemberquarter againstRs6,748 crore
in the Junequarter, a rise of 145per cent.
Chennai’shousingsalesvaluerosealmost
3.3times—fromRs314croreinJunequar-

tertooverRs1,039croreintheSeptember
quarter.Delhi-NCRrecordeda157percent
rise in sales value fromRs 1,263 crore to
overRs3,246crore.Hyderabad’ssalesvalue
rose 152 per cent from Rs 410 crore to
nearlyRs1,032crore,Anarocksaid.
Pune’s housing sales value stoodatRs

2,968 crore in the September quarter
againstRs1,321crore.Kolkata’ssalesvalue
rose fromRs 433 crore to nearly Rs 957
crore,while that of Bengaluru rose to Rs
3,989croreagainstRs2,205crore. ENS

‘Housing sales revive on low
loan rates, bottomed-out prices’

Seeking way around
encryption, leading
intelligence agencies
write to tech cos

BRIEFLY
ADB,govtink
loandeal
NewDelhi:AsianDevelopm-
entBank(ADB)saidMonday
it has inked a $570-million
loandealwith the govern-
ment to fund public infra-
structurebuildingandboost
urbanlocalbodiesinRajast-
hanandMadhyaPradesh.

Razorpayjoins
unicornsinIndia
NewDelhi:Payments com-
panyRazorpaysaidMonday
ithasgained‘unicorn’status,
having raised $100million
funding fromGIC, Sequoia
Capitalandothers. PTI

RBIlaunches
goldbondissue
Mumbai:TheReserveBank
of India (RBI) onMonday
launched the Sovereign
Gold Bond Scheme 2020-
21-Series VII, with the
bond’s nominal value at Rs
5,051/g of gold. The issue
willcloseOctober16. ENS

COVID-19 IMPACT

The prolonged closure of schools due to Covid-19may cause
a loss of over $400billion in the country’s future earnings,
besides substantial learning losses, aWorld Bank report said

‘School closure may cost
over $400 billion to India’

Loss driven by India: While the loss in the
South Asia region is largely driven by India,
all countries will lose substantial shares of
their GDP

Why is it important: The report ‘Beaten or Broken?
Informality and Covid-19 in South Asia’ says the region is
set to plunge into its worst-ever recession in 2020 as
devastating impacts of the pandemic on the nations linger

Source:World
Bank/PTI

$4,400:Loss in lifetime
earnings of an averageSouth
Asian child, due to school
closures, after entering labour
market; i.e. 5%of total
earnings

391million:Studentswho
have been kept out of school in
primary and secondary
education due to temporary

school closures in all South
Asian countries

0.5years:Projected learning
loss in terms of learning-
adjusted years of schooling
(LAYS); thus taking years
gained in school learning from
from6.5LAYS to6.0LAYS,
an enormous setback from
recent advances in schooling

$622BILLION: Loss thatSouthAsia regionmay
suffer fromschool closures in thepresentscenario, or up to
$880billion inamorepessimistic scenario

INDIAAMONGSIGNATORIESTOLETTER

Sajjid Chinoy is guest at Explained.Live tomorrow

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER12

RETAIL INFLATION jumped toan
eight-monthhighof7.34percent
inSeptember,primarilydrivenby
higher food inflation,which rose
to double-digit levels, data re-
leasedby theNational Statistical
Office(NSO)onMondayshowed.
Factory output continued to

decline for the sixth consecutive
month inAugust, recording an8
per cent contraction,mainlydue
to degrowth inmanufacturing,
capital goods, and consumer
durablesoutput,butshowedase-
quential improvement from10.8
percentcontraction in theprevi-
ousmonth,separatesetofdatare-
leasedbytheNSOshowed.
Theinflationratebasedonthe

ConsumerPriceIndex(CPI)wasat
6.69per cent inAugust and3.99
per cent in September last year.
Food inflation based on the

Consumer FoodPrice Index rose
to 10.68 per cent in September
from9.05percentinAugust,with
urban food inflation at a higher
printof 10.94per cent compared
with rural inflationprintof 10.60
percent.At7.34percent,theinfla-
tion print is much above the
ReserveBankof India’smedium

termtargetof4+/-2percent.Core
inflation,whichexcludes impact
offoodandfuelinflation,however,
softenedto5.67percentinSepte-
mberfrom5.77percentinAugust.
TheRBIinitsMonetaryPolicy

statementlastweekhadsaidthat
pricesofkeyvegetablesliketoma-
toes, onionsandpotatoes should
ebbbyOctober-Decemberwith
kharifarrivals,eventhoughprices
ofpulsesandoilseedsarelikelyto
remain firmdue to elevated im-
portduties.IthasprojectedCPIin-
flationtoaverageat5.4percentin
October-December and 4.5 per
centinJanuary-March.
The Index of Industrial

Production (IIP) has shown se-
quentialimprovement,butcumu-
latively,ithascontractedby25per
cent for April-August against a
growthof2.4percentinthesame
period last year. The IIPhadcon-
tractedby1.4per cent inAugust
lastyear.“Withthegradualrelax-
ationofrestrictions,therehasbeen

arelativeimprovementintheeco-
nomic activities by varying de-
greesaswellasindatareporting,”
theNSOsaid.Manufacturingsec-
tor,whichhasaweightof77.6per
centinIIP,contracted8.6percent
inAugust, an improvement from
11.6percentcontractioninJuly.
Consumerdurables andcon-

sumernon-durablesouput, indi-
cators for consumptiondemand,
contracted10.3per cent and3.3
per cent, respectively, inAugust.
Outputofcapitalgoodscontracted
15.4percentduringAugust.
Economists said thougheco-

nomicactivityhaspickedup, it is
yet to reachper-Covid levels and
theroadtofull recoveryisdistant
andwillalsobelargelycontingent
upon the infection rate. “Though
economicactivitiesareyettoreach
thepre-Covid level, it is gaining
tractionwitheachpassingmonth
albeit at a reduced pace,” Sunil
KumarSinha,principaleconomist,
IndiaRatingsandResearch,said.

FOOD INFLATIONRISESTODOUBLE-DIGIT LEVELS

AT7.34percent,theinfla-
tionprintismuchabove
theRBI’smedium-term
targetof4+/-2percent.
Coreinflation,whichex-
cludestheimpactof food
andfuelinflation,softened
to5.67percentin
Septemberfrom5.77per
centinAugust.

AboveRBI
comfort
levelsE●EX
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NE
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Retail inflationat8-monthhigh
inSept;AugIIPstaysinnegative

RBI reallocates Deputy
Governors’ portfolios
ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,OCTOBER12

THERESERVEBankof India(RBI)
onMondayreallocatedportfolios
of Deputy Governors with the
Department of Regulation en-
trusted to the newly-appointed
MRajeshwarRao.
Raowasappointedtothepost

vacated by NS Vishwanathan,
whosteppeddownthreemonths
aheadofhisextendedtenure.Rao
was Executive Director of the
Reserve Bank before being ele-
vated to the post of theDeputy
Governor. Hewill look after the
departmentsof communication,
enforcement, inspection, legal,
andriskmonitoring,theRBIsaid.

Deputy GovernorMDPatra
willlookaftertheMonetaryPolicy
Department.Hisotherportfolios
includedepartmentofeconomic
and policy research, Deposit
Insurance andCredit Guarantee
Corporation,financialmarketsop-
erationsdepartmentandfinancial
marketsregulationdepartment.
DeputyGovernorMKJainwill

lookafterthecentralsecuritycell,
corporatestrategyandbudgetde-
partment, consumer education
andprotectiondepartment, de-
partmentofsupervision,andhu-
man resourcemanagement de-
partment, among others. BP
Kanungo,DeputyGovernor,will
oversee coordination, currency
management, external invest-
mentsandoperations,etc.

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER12

THEDELHIHighCourtonMonday
sought theCentreandSBI’s reply
to former RComchairmanAnil
Ambani’s plea to include the
Chinesebanks,whichhavegot a
decreeof$717millionagainsthim
fromacourt inUnitedKingdom,
intheproceedingshererelatedto
recovery of Rs 1200 crore loan
grantedtotwoofhiscompanies.

Thehighcourtalsosaidthatthe
moratoriumon recoveries from
saleofAmbani’s assetswouldre-
maininoperationfornow.

INCLUDINGCHINESEBANKS IN INSOLVENCYPROCESS

Delhi HC seeks Centre, SBI
stand on Anil Ambani plea

FormerRComchairman
AnilAmbani. File

‘EU planning
tougher norms
for hit list of
big tech firms’
Bengaluru/London:EUregulators
aremaking a ‘hit list’ of up to20
largeinternetfirms,potentiallyin-
cludingFacebook,Apple,Amazon
andGoogle,thatwillbefacingnew
andtougher rulesaimedatcurb-
ing their market power, the
FinancialTimesreported.
TheOECDMondayproposed

overhaulofinternationaltaxrules
tomakesurebig techcompanies
paytheirdues. REUTERS&AP

PRABHARAGHAVAN
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER12

FROMPLANNING to convert
foodprocessing refrigerated
unitsintovaccinestoragefacil-
itiestorampingupthevehicles
totransportthem,privatecold
chain anddistribution firms
havebegunpreparingcapaci-
tiesaheadof India’s July2021
targettobeginimmunisingits
populationagainstCovid-19.
While the government

continues tomap cold chain
capabilitiesforaCovid-19vac-
cinerolloutnextyear,somein-
dustryexpertsfeelthatthecur-
rent capacitywill have to at
leastbedoubled.Giventhede-
mand, India’s existing
Universal Immunisation
Programme (UIP) infrastruc-
ture—whichwill beused to
vaccinate thepriority groups
identifiedbythegovernment-
—mayneedmoreprivatesec-
torinvolvement,somefeel.
Whileprivatefirmswaitto

beropedin,theyhavealready
begunpreparingforsuchasce-
nario.For instance,Snowman
Logistics has undertaken an
exercise tounderstandwhat
wouldbe required if the firm
had to convert over 30 of its
coldchainunitsforstoringfood
intoavaccinestoragefacility.
“Wehavemappedoutour

capacity in the country and
othercapacitiesbyotheroper-
atorstofindoutwhatcapacity
isavailableimmediately,”said
SnowmanLogisticsCEOSunil
Nair.Thefirmcurrentlyhas33
coldstoragefacilitiesacrossthe
country, ofwhich twoare al-
readydedicated forpharma-
ceuticalproducts.Whilethere
isnoclarityon thepackaging
for these Covid-19 vaccines,
going by a thumb rule of
around7,000dosesonapallet,
Snowmanhas thecapacity to
store around 650 million
doses.Withthesameassump-
tion, its network partners
wouldhaveanother400mil-
liondosecapacity,saidNair.
“Atthesametime,wehave

also involved our technical
teamintermsof findingoutif
wehavetoconvertafoodfacil-
ityintoapharmafacility,what
does it takeforus.Thosesorts
ofthingsare(now)done...ifthe
vaccinecomestotwotoeight
degrees centigrade,which is
whatisbeingtalkedabout,we
canquicklyconvertthesefacil-
ities—itisjustasettingthatwe
needtochange,”hesaid.
Asperhim,suchaconver-

sionwouldhelpthefirm“fully
prepare” toengage in thepri-
maryandsecondarylegofdis-
tribution of a Covid vaccine
“anywhere”inthecountry.
GatiKausar,thecoldchain

armof logisticsgiantGati Ltd,
says it has already initiated
talkswiththegovernmentand
is ready to collaboratewith
other industry associations
andlogisticsplayers“toensure
thesafeandefficientdelivery”
ofCovid-19vaccines.Thefirm
is “alreadygearedup”with a
fleetof 120trucks—bothpri-
maryandsecondary—tomeet
“emerging requirements”
aheadof the commercialisa-
tionoftheCovid-19vaccines.
“...Warehousing staffwill

need to be trained tohandle
temperature-sensitive vac-
cines.Stringentmonitoringca-
pacitieswillneedtobeputinto
place to ensure adherence to
compliances,”thefirmadded.
DHLisalsolearnttobecon-

ducting an assessment of
India’s overall cold chain ca-
pacity. India’sUIP—oneofthe
largest in theworld— is sup-
ported by over 27,000 func-
tionalcoldchainpoints,asper
theHealthMinistry’scompre-
hensivemulti-yearUIPplanfor
2018-22.Ofthis,3percentare
locatedatthedistrictleveland
above,whileabout95percent
arelocatedbelowdistrictlevel.
“I don’t believe there are

constraints on the quality of
thecoldchaininfrastructure...
it’sonlythecapacityofthecold
chain infrastructure,” said
BiologicalEmanagingdirector
MahimaDatla. TheUIP cur-
rently requires the storageof,
“at best”, around300million
dosesofthevaccinesthatitad-
ministers,accordingtoher.
“But, incontrast, forCovid,

you’retalkingaboutapopula-
tioncohortof1.3billionpeople,
andifthat’satwo-dosevaccine
—whichmajorityof themare
—you’retalkingaboutnow2.5
to3billiondosesannually.Now,
it’s a different story that you
maynothavetheavailabilityof
3billionannually ...butevenif
it’s half of that, even if it’s a
fourth, itwouldmeanyoustill
need(capacityfor)500million
doses,”shesaid.
“You needn’t even do it

acrossthewholecountry.You
can even have hubs in the
north, southeastandwest, or
justgetmanufacturerstostock-
pileinventoryforyou...theseare
not insurmountable prob-
lems,”sheadded.

Full report on
www.indianexpress.com

SECTORWATCH
LOGISTICS

■ India’sUniversal
Immunisation
Programme (UIP) is
supportedbyover
27,000 functional
cold chainpoints.

OVER27KCOLDCHAIN
POINTSSUPPORTUIP

Yet to be roped in,
pvt cold chains start
preparations for
Covid immunisation

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI, OCTOBER 12

INSEPTEMBER,severalkeyeco-
nomic indicators including au-
tomobile manufacturing sales,
power demand, toll collection
and petrol consumption
reached pre-Covid-19 levels of
February2020.
This came after a 23.9 per

cent GDP (gross domestic pro-
duction) contraction in April-
Junequarter.
Thequantumof contraction

means that a lotmore needs to
be done for a sustained eco-
nomic recovery, including job
creation, boosting the informal
sector, crowding in private in-
vestments, and enhancing ca-

pacity utilisation.
Against the backdrop of

whatwehaveregainedoverthe
last six months, where we are
lagging, and what can be done

to expedite growth, The Indian
Express has invited Sajjid
Chinoy, Chief India Economist,
JP Morgan & Part-Time
Member, Economic Advisory
Council to the PrimeMinister,
to talk on the theme of ‘What
shouldbedone’.
At a time when India has a

currentaccountsurplus, record
foreign exchange reserves, and
surplus liquidity in the system,
Chinoy will be able to explain
what India should do to create
multipliers for the economy
with these strengths.
He brings to the table his

vast economic expertise from
the private sector, combined
withhisexperienceandunder-
standing of the innerworkings
of the government — a perfect
balance to ideate on what the
economyneeds going forward.
Chinoy will be in conversa-

tion with P Vaidyanathan Iyer,
Executive Editor, National
Affairs, The Indian Express, on
Wednesday evening.
Explained.Live is a unique

seriesof explanatoryconversa-
tions that The Indian Express
hosts from time to time.
Expert Guests at

Explained.Live sessions since
the lockdown began have in-
cluded IIT-Delhi Director
Ramgopal Rao, Kerala’s Health
Minister K K Shailaja, Public
Health Foundation of India
president Dr K Srinath Reddy,
industrialistDrNaushadForbes,
capital markets expert Nilesh
Shah, medical scientist Dr
Gagandeep Kang, former
ForeignSecretaryShyamSaran,
andMaheshVyas,managingdi-
rector and chief executive offi-
cerof theCentre forMonitoring
IndianEconomy.

DATE:14October2020

TIME:7pm

TOREGISTER:
SMS-IEXP<space>“IE”
<space>“Yournameand

email ID”to56161.
ConfirmationSMSwillbe

yourregistration.

New Delhi



THE ODISHA MINING
CORPORATION LIMITED

OMC House, Bhubaneswar-751001, Odisha
CIN: U13100OR1956SGC000313, www.omcltd.in

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL FOR ENGAGEMENT OF MINE
DEVELOPER CUM OPERATOR (MDO) FOR

GANDHAMARDAN (BLOCK A AND B) IRON ORE MINES IN
THE KEONJHAR DISTRICT OF ODISHA

(RfP No. 01/OMC/Proj/20 dated 13.10.2020)
OMC invites proposals from experienced Mine Developer cum
Operators for development, operation and maintenance and
carrying out production and dispatch of Iron Ore from each of
the Gandhamardan (Block A and B) Iron Ore Mines, located in
the Keonjhardistrict of Odisha, with a total Peak Rated Capacity
of 9.47MTPA.
The e-NIT is freely available on the portal of MSTC Limited
(www.mstcecommerce.com/eprochome/omc) and website
of The Odisha Mining Corporation Limited
(http://www.omcltd.in).
The Bid Documents can be downloaded from the portal of
MSTC Limited from 14.10.2020 after registration on the portal
of MSTC Limited upon payment of the Bid Document Cost of
INR 5,00,000/- (Rupees Five Lakhs only) plus applicable GST.
Bid Due Date: 14.12.2020
Any further communications, amendments, etc. will be
uploaded on the above portal of MSTC Limited. OMC reserves
the right to reject any or all Bids without assigning any reasons
whatsoever.
Nodal officer for this Bidding Process :
L. K. Prusty, General Manager (Project), OMC
Phone No. 0674-2377484 / 0674-2501104
E-mail: Ikprusty@odishamining.in; Ikp.omc@gmail.com

Sd/-
General Manager (Projects)

OIPR-30005/11/0086/2021

CAD-578

GREATER CHENNAI CORPORATION
Parks Department

P.D.C.No.P2/132/2020

Superintending Engineer / ParksDIPR/3809/Tender/2020

SHORT e RE-TENDER NOTICE
Tenders are invited by the Superintending Engineer / Parks for the

following work as per details furnished below:
Forma�on of new parks in Greater Chennai Corpora�on (3 Packages)
Approx. value of work in Rs. 877.48 Lakhs - E.M.D. : 1% of Tender Value

For more informa�on see www.tntenders.gov.in and
www.chennaicorpora�on.gov.in

Due Date and Time of Submission of tender : 28.10.2020 upto 3.00 p.m.
Tender opening date and �me: 29.10.2020 at 3.30 p.m.
Pre-bid mee�ng date and �me: 19.10.2020 at 3.00 p.m.

ANDHRA PRADESH MEDICAL SERVICES &
INFRASTRUCTURE DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION

APMSIDC invites tenders through e-procurement platform for
Equipment Wing: 1.RFP for conduting the baseline study for evaluation
on Health and wellness centers in A.P. 2. Procurement of RTPCR and
RNA extraction kits (Short tender) 3. Procurement of truenat duplex
(screening and confirmation) kits 4. Procurement of smart Wrist band
watches to HM & FW. A.P (short tender) 5. Procurement of balance
malaria equipment under NVBDCP 6. Procurement of balance
equipment under SNCU Scheme 7. Procurement of balance Blood
Bank Equipment 8. Procurement of balance 108 and 104 equipment
9.Establishment of 9 HDU units under Maternal Health Program 10.
Procurement of balance equipment under Dr.YSRAHCT Scheme 11.
Procurement of Equipment to various Govt. Hospitals in AP under DME
and APVVP Hospitals.
DrugsWing:1.T.No.79/APMSIDC/MedicineWing/2020-22,Dt:12.10.2020-
Procurement of Surgical and Consumables 2. T.No.80/APMSIDC/Medicine
Wing/2020-22, Dt.12.10.2020 -Procurement of VTM Kits (Short Tender) 3.
T.No.81/APMSIDC/ Medicine Wing/2020-22, Dt:12.10.2020 - Procurement
of General Medicines.
A
without assigning any reasons.

2nd Floor, Plot No.9, Survey No.49, IT Park, Mangalagiri-522503
email : aphmhidc@gmail.com & ed.apmsidc16@gmail.com

Sd/- Managing Director
DIPR No.372PP/CL/ADVT/1/1/2020-21, Dt: 12/10/2020

Tender Notice No.10/APMSIDC/2020-21, Dated: 12.10.2020

APMSIDC will reserve the right to cancel the tenders at any time
ith t i i

PPEERRSSOONNAALL

Classifieds
ll,,NNoo..1100331155551111xx,,sseeppArvind
Kumar 829Dsc-PL,R/o-H-22,
Jhanghar urf Dojha thana-
Binaulli Bijrol-Baghpat,U.P-
250611,have changedmy
minor daughter name Tejasvi
to Tejesvi Tyagi,for all,future
purposes. 0040551092-7

II,,hhiitthheerrttoo knownasRamesh
Gupta,sonof,Sh.Shanti
Prasad,residingat-
116,Gali.No-3, Shiv-
Vihar,Karawal-Nagar
North/East,Delhi-110094,have
changedmynameandshall
hereafter be knownasKailash
Kumar. 0040551122-9

II,,hhiitthheerrttoo knownas ISHWAR
KUMAR,S/o sh.sharvan
kumar,R/o, House.No-C-4, J.J.
Colony,khanpur,Newdelhi-
110062,have changedmy
nameandshall hereafter be
knowasAMANVAISH.

0040551092-9

II,,YYooggeesshhArya&YogeshKumar
Arya,S/OH.N. Aryaare same&
oneperson, R/O1039, Sector-
29, Noida,Wouldnowbeknown
asYogeshKumarArya.

0040551121-7

II,,VViivveekkKumarDubey,S/o
Sh.VedprakashDubey,R/o-
68/2,First-Floor,Govind
Park,Krishna-Nagar,Delhi-
51,have changedmyname to
VivekDubey,for all,future
purposes& records.

0040551102-4

II,,VViinnoodd S/o-Surender Singh,
R/o-309/G,HirdyaRam-
Colony,Mujesar, Sector-24,
Faridabad(Haryana)-
121005,have changedmy
name to VinodKumar.

0040551122-3

II,,VViikkaass S/oKharati Lal Kapoor
R/oRZ-121-A, Indrapark,
UttamNagar, N.Delhi-59 have
changedmyname toVikas
Kapoor permanently.

0040551110-6

II,,VViikkaass Kumar,S/oRajender
Singh,R/o-C-187,Gali
No.4,West-Vinod-
Nagar,Mandawali,
Fazalpur,Delhi-110092, have
changed thenameofmy
minor sonSoumitya (Aged-
13Years)andhe shall hereafter
be knownasSouryansh
Choudhary. 0040551102-3

II,,VVIINNOODDKUMAR,S/OVIKRAM
SINGH, KHASRA-
307/202,GALI.NO-I,
MUKUNDPURPART-II, DELHI-
42, HAVECHANGEDMY
FATHER’SNAMEBIKRAMSINGH
TOVIKRAMSINGH.
BIKRAMSINGHAND
VIKRAMSINGH IS SAME
PERSON. 0040551092-6

II,,UUmmeesshh SinghRawat,S/o-
BaccheSinghR/o-C-121/17,
Bhagat SinghMohalla, New-
Usmanpur, Delhi-110053, have
changedmyname toUmed
SinghRawatpermanently.

0040551075-2

II,,SSuusshheeeell KumarPal S/OShri
HukamSinghR/OA-30, Shyam
Colony, BudhVihar Phase-
1,Delhi-110086,have changed
myname toSushil Kumar.

0040551121-5

II,,SSuurreennddeerr Kumar s/o Lakhi
Ramr/oWP-560/1Wazir Pur
VillageAshok-ViharDelhi-
110052,have changedname
SurenderKumarBhadana,for
future. 0040551121-3

II,,SSuurraajj BhanGupta s/oHari
KishanR/oAB-49 nearMTNL
office ShalimarBaghDelhi-
110088havechangedname
Suraj Garg for future.

0040551121-2

II,,SSeerrvviicceeNo.13809531NK(TS)
JagmohanSinghRawat(Retd.)
S/o-Late Sh.Bhagat Singh
RawatR/o-H.No.B-63
M.B.R.Enclave,
Pachanpur,Sector-23,
Dwarka,NewDelhi-
110077,inform that Jagmohan
Singh& JagmohanSingh
Rawatbothare sameperson.

0040551102-1

II,,SSaacchhiinnGargR/o Flat.No.E-
1010, Tower-E,Prateek Edifice,
Plot.No.GH-01/A(Beta-2),
Sector-107, Noida(U.P.),have
changedmySon’sName from
DevGarg toDevRajGarg for
all,futurepurposes.

0040551085-1

II,,SSHHRRUUTTII BHALLAM/OYASHICA
BALLAR/O-220BHERA-
ENCLAVEPASCHIM-VIHAR,
DELHI-110087,HAVECHANGED
MYMINORDAUGHTERNAME
TOYASHIKABHALLA.

0040551092-4

II,,RRuuddrraakksshh S/o JogeshKumar
R/o-1718Housing-Board-
Colony, Sector-14,Sonipat
have changedmyname to
RudrakshRaheja for all
purposes.

0040551110-2

II,,RRaavviinnddeerr,,ss//oo Rajpal Sharma
R/o-B-13A,Adarsh-Nagar,
Jeewan-Park, Uttam-Nagar,
Delhi-110059,have changed
myname toRavinder
Sharma,Permanently.

0040551075-3

II,,RROOHHIITT PONIYAS/OKOMAL
SINGHR/O
56,KHASRANO.41/7,GURU
YOGIRAJPURAM,JAIN
COLONY,RANI-KHERA,DELHI-
110081. CHANGEDMYNAMETO
ROHITPOUNIA.

0040551092-3

II,, Surjit KaurD/oKrishanSingh
W/oTirlok KumarR/o-G-21,
Malka-Ganj Delhi-110007,have
changedmyname toSURJEET
KAUR.

0040551092-1

II,,PPaarrddeeeeppKumar S/oHari Ram
SharmaR/o-1196A
Ward.No.19,SonipatHaryana-
131001,changedmyname to
PardeepKumar Sharma
permanently. 0040551092-8

II,,PPaarraammjjeeeett Singh,S/o-
GurbachanSingh,R/O-
E2/123,Shastri Nagar,Delhi-
110052, Declar ThatMySon’s
Name isGurmeet SinghDua in
School RecordsBut,I have
ChangedMySon’sNameas
Gurmeet Singh InplaceOf
Gurmeet SinghDua,for all
Future purposes.

0040551121-9

II,,NNeeeettuu@Ritu@Ritu
Dabas,W/O-Devender Singh
Dabas,R/O-H.No-26, Panna
mohalla, VillageMangol Pur
Kalan, Delhi110085, Ritu@Ritu
Dabas ismynicknamebut
original nameNeetu in legal
documents. 0040551121-1

II,,NNeeeerraajj Kumar SharmaR/O-B-
212, DLF-NEWTOWN-HEIGHTS
SECTOR-86,SIKANDERPUR
GURGAON-122004,have
changedmyminor daughter
nameAARSHI toAARSHI
SHARMA. 0040551110-8

II,,NNEEEERRAAJJ KUMARSHARMAR/O-
B-212DLF-NEWTOWN-
HEIGHTS, SECTOR-86,
SIKANDERPUR,GURGAON-
122004,HAVECHANGEDMY
MINORSONNAMEADHIRAJ TO
ADHIRAJ SHARMA.

0040551110-7

II,,MMrrss..NNiirraajj Gupta,W/oSh.Vikas
GuptaR/o-56, Bagh
Diwar,Fateh-Puri, Delhi-
110006,have changedmy
name,fromNIRAJGUPTA to
NIRAJ,for all,futurepurposes.

0040551122-5

II,,MMiissttrryyManoramaben
Khemchandbhai D/o-
KhemchandbhaiW/o-Hemant
Kumar
Sharma,R/o.Flat.No.802, Z-
Park,CGHS-Ltd,
Plot.No.5,Sector-
48,Faridabad,Haryana-
121001,have changedmy
name toManorama.

0040551122-2

II,,MMaassrroooorr Ali S/oMohammad
YaqoobR/o-H.No.G-71, Top-
Floor, Abulfazal Enclave-1,
JamiaNagar, Delhi-110025
have changedmyname to
MansoorAli. 0040551110-5

II,,JJyyoottii Raniw/oRavinder
SharmaR/o-B-13A, Adarsh-
Nagar, Jeewan-Park, Uttam-
Nagar, Delhi-110059,have
changedmyname to Jyoti
Panchal, Permanently.

0040551075-4

II,,JJaassvviinnddeerr singhDawer S/o-
GurbachanSinghR/O-37,
Goodwill, Apartments Plot.No-
48, sector-13, Rohini, Delhi-
110085,HaveChangedTo
Jasvinder Singh ForAll Future
Purposes. 0040551121-12

II,,SSuummeeeett KaurW/O Kuldeep
SinghR/O210, BannuEnclave,
Pitampura, Delhi changed
name toSumit Kaur.

0040551110-3

II,,HHeemmaanntt Kumar S/oRamesh
ChandSharma,R/o-
Flat.No.802, Z-Park, CGHSLtd,
PlotNo.5, Sector-48,Faridabad,
Haryana-121001, have
changedmyname toHemant
Kumar Sharma.

0040551122-1

II,,DDeevvaannsshhuuBasoya,S/oAmit
KumarR/o-T-40,
Ward.No.6,Mehrauli,South
Delhi-110030,have changed
myname to Devanshu
Baisoya. 0040551075-1

II,,AAsshhookkKumar. S/oVed
parkashR/oB-253, type-
3,nanakpuraSouthmoti-bagh
Delhi-110021 changedmy
name toAshokKumarVed.

0040551092-5

II,,AArrvviinndd SehrawatR/o-C-
38,Nangal Dewat,Vasant-
Kunj,NewDelhi-110070have
changedmyminor son’s
name,fromLakshaySehrawat
to LakshyaSehrawat.

0040551122-4

II,,AAnnuubbhhaavvMittal,S/OShri
AshokKumarR/O-3/12 Jai Dev
Park,East Punjabi Bagh,New
Delhi-110026,have changed
myminor sonname,from
Vatsal AnubhavMittal to
VatsalMittal. 0040551121-6

II,,AAmmaarrjjeeeett Kaur,D/o-Kirpal
Singh,R/o-F2/192,Ratiya
Marg,SangamVihar,New
Delhi-110080,inform that In
my(10thand 12th
certificate,mynamehas
wronglyWrittenasAMARJIT
KOUR,insteadofAMARJEET
KAUR.Whilemycorrect name
isAMARJEETKAUR.

0040551139-1

II,,AANNJJAALLII BHATNAGAR,W/o
ASHUTOSHBHATNAGAR,R/o-
28/2A,BEHINDGEETA
BHAWAN,BHOLANATH-
NAGAR,SHAHDARA,DELHI-
110032,HAVECHANGEMY
NAMATONEELAM
BHATNAGAR,FORALL
PURPOSES. 0040551102-2

II,,AAMMAANN JAINS/OVIJENDER
KUMAR JAINR/O
HNO.641/9,BAZARIAN
GALI,BABRAMOHALLA,
ROHTAK-124001.CHANGEDMY
NAMETOAMANKUMAR JAIN.

0040551092-2

II,, ShwetaSharmaW/oShri
Kushal JanmedaR/oA-136,
Pocket-00, Sector-2, Rohini,
Delhi-85,have changedmyson
name fromShresth Janmeda
toShresth for all future
purposes.

0040551119-1

II,, VIRENDERSINGHS/O-HOTI
LALR/O-B-1/251 SECTOR-17
ROHINI DELHI-110089 changed
myname toVIRENDERPAL

0070716789-1

II,, Shruti Agarwal D/o shri
YogeshAgarwal R/o-KU-80
Second floor PitampuraDelhi-
110034,has changedmy
name,fromShruti Agarwal to
Shruti Aggarwal.

0040551121-8

II,, SeemaD/oAbdul Kadir
R/o.40A, first floor, Near-Deer
ParkHauzKhas-Village,New
Delhi-110016, have changed
myname toNaila Chaudhary

0040551099-2

II,, SantoshKumar S/O
ParmanandSingh R/o AT-
Mohaddinagar , PoshanSah
Lane , NearDurgaAsthan ,
Post-Mirjanhat, PS-
Babarganj/Mozahidpur
,District- Bhagalpur , State -
Bihar-812005, have changed
mynameandshall hereafter
beKnownAsSantosh
Kinwaar.

0070716787-1

II,, SanovarW/oShakeel Saifi
R/o-C-382, Sec-10, Noida-
201301,confirm that,inmy
Son(JishanSaifi),School
recordMy,NameWrongly
mentioned-as Sanovar Jha
insteadof Sanovar.,Correct
nameofmine is Sanovar.

0040551108-1

II,, Rajinder SinghAhlawat, S/o
Suraj BhanR/o-V-93, block-V,
Sector-A, Bhagwati-Vihar,
Uttam-Nagar,NewDelhi-
110059, have changedmy
name toRajender Singh.

0040551139-2

II,, SanjeevKumar S/oSh.Puran
ChandR/o-RZ-16A/335,
JagdambaVihar,West-
SagarPur, NewDelhi-
110046,have changedmy
minor son’s name fromKartik
Choudhary toKartik
Koundal,for all purposes.

0040551099-3

II,, SanjanaDhankharW/oAshish
KumarR/o-3264 Sector-15
Sonipat have changedmy
name toSanjana for all
purposes.

0040551110-1

II,, SUJITHKUMART.K. R/o Flat
No.201, Tower-C2, Panchsheel
Greens, Sector-16B, Greater
NoidaWest, Distt.- Gautam
BudhNagar, U.P.-201009have
changedmyname toSUJITH
KUMARTHADATHILTHARAYIL
KUTTAN for all future
purposes. 0040551112-1

II,, SARALAD.K. R/o Flat No. 201,
Tower-C2, Panchsheel Greens,
Sector-16B, GreaterNoida
West, Distt.- GautamBudh
Nagar, U.P.-201009have
changedmyname toSARALA
DEIVAPURACKAL
KUNJUKUNJUAMMA for all
futurepurposes.

0040551112-2

II,, RuchiW/oVinayKumar
R/o.Hono-18B, Gali.no.1,
Narayan-Vihar PremNagar-2,
Kirari SulemanNagar, Delhi-
110086. Have changedmy
name toRuchika.

0040551121-4

II,, RamanndeepKaur alias
RamanDeepKaur alias
RamandeepKaur alias
RamandeepKaurMakkar alias
RamandeepKaur
JasvindersinghMakkarD/o
Gunvantbhai Khushalbhai
PandyaW/o Jasvinder Singh
R/o 143, Pocket-IVMayurVihar
Phase-1Delhi-110091have
changedmynameandshall
hereafter beknownas
RamanndeepKaur.

0070716778-1

II,, RamaBhagwanSaraswat
D/o-Sh. Natthi Lal Saraswat
R/o Flat.No-3A, Block-F,
Kanchanjunga
Apartment,Sector-53,Noida,
GautamBuddhaNagar,U.P.
201301,have changedmy
name toRamaSaraswat for
all,futurepurposes.

0040551085-3

II,, Raju S/oKuldeepChandR/o
HouseNo.115/138, StreetNo.
8/2HarkrishanNagar
ShimlapuriMillerganj
LudhianaPunjab-141003. have
changedmynameandshall
hereafter beKnownAsRajveer
Rajput.

0070716769-1

II,, RAUSHANKUMARS/o
JAWAHARKUMARSINGHR/o
PANAPUR , SILOTHAR
,VAISHALI ,KALAPAHAR,
BIHAR- 844505, have changed
mynameandshall hereafter
be knownasANKUS JASVEER.

0070716786-1

II,, RAJENDERKUMARMATTA.
S/O-GHANSHYAMDASS
MATTA.HNO-1-J/30, ARYA-
SAMAJROAD,OPP-PUNJAB
ANDSIND-BANK,N.I.T,
FARIDABAD,HARYANA-121001.
changedmyname to
RAJENDERSINGHMATTA,
permanently. 0040551075-6

II,, OMANAKUTTANT.P. R/o Flat
No. 201, Tower-C2, Panchsheel
Greens, Sector-16B, Greater
NoidaWest, Distt.- Gautam
BudhNagar, U.P.-201009have
changedmyname to
OMANAKUTTAN
THADATHILTHARAYIL
PAREMESWARAN for all future
purposes.

0040551112-3

II,, Naveen, S/oDayaChand, R/o
Vill-Ghori, Ghori(183), Palwal,
Haryana-121102, have
changedmyname toNaveen
Deshwal. 0040551121-10

II,,Mohit Kumar S/oRamesh
sharma , R/o H.No. 607/15,
Ravi NagarGali No.5 Basai
RoadGurgaonHaryana-
122001. have changedmy
name toMohit Sharma.

0070716767-1

II,,Mithila SinghBishtD/o-Mr.
Ranjeet SinghR/o-R-Block-
35/D, DilshadGarden,Delhi-
95,have changedmyname
from,Mithila SinghBisht to
Mithila Singh for,all purposes.

0040551108-2

II,,Manpal SinghS/oKhyali Ram
R/o-plot.No.73, G/F, Gali.No.2,
Sainik-EnclaveSec-2, DK
Mohan-gardenDelhi-
110059,have changedmy
name toManPal. 0040551099-1

II,,MSSwalinW/oYasir Arafat
R/o-M-22, Ist-Floor, Abulfazal
Enclave, Jamianagar, Okhla,
Delhi-110025have changedmy
name toSwalinGauhar.

0040551110-4

II,, KamleshUberoiW/oLate
Jagdish Lal Uberoi R/o
H.No.415, Kohat Enclave,
PitamPura, Delhi-110034
inform that Kamlesh
Oberoi,KamleshKumari
Oberoi, KamleshUberoi&
KamleshKumari Uberoi are
oneand the sameperson.

0040551114-1

II,, KMSEEMARANI.D/O-
VIRENDRASINGH.ADDRESS-C-
36, F/F,GALI. NO-7, JYOTI-
COLONY,NAND-NAGRI
NORTH/EASTDELHI-
110093.Changedmyname to
SEEMATEVATIYA,
permanently. 0040551075-7

II,, JitendraPandeyS/oShree
KailashPandeyR/o 595, School
BlockShakarpur, Delhi-92.
That JitendraPandey&Ranjay
Pandey, bothnamesare same
person. 0040551065-1

II,, Jatin S/oGulshanKumarR/o
HouseNo-2282 Sector-8
FaridabadPin- 121006
Haryana. have changedmy
nameandshall hereafter be
knownas JatinChhabra.

0070716764-1

II,, JaikanwarS/oHimmat Singh
R/oMirakpur(30),Sonipat,
Jhundpur, Haryana-131023,
have changedmynameand
shall hereafter be knownas
Kuki. 0070716783-1

II,, JASVINDERKAURw/o-
AMARJEETSINGH
Address.50/2, H-BLOCK,
GAUTAM-NAGAR, NEWDELHI-
110049, CHANGEDMYminor
child nameCHANNPREET
SINGH toCHANPREETSINGH,
permanently. 0040551075-5

II,, HiteshNathani alias
HitendrakumarDevajibhai
Prajapati alias Prajapati
Hiteshbhai alias
Hitendrakumard. Prajapati
S/oPrajapati Devajibhai
Bhurabhai R/o 3/4Gujarat
HousingSocietyNr.Water
TankTa-ValiaDi-Bharuch-
393135Gujarat have changed
mynameandshall hereafter
be knownasHiteshNathani.

0070716766-1

II,, EBAKHAN,D/OMDKHURSHID
ALAMKHAN, R/O-J-172,lll-
floor,block-J,saketmalviya-
nagar, Delhi-110017,inmyX-
certificatemy father-name
wrongly-mentionKhursheed
AlamKhanbutmy father
correct-name isMdKhurshid
AlamKhan. 0040551092-10

II,, BhagwanSwarup
Saraswat,Son/of Kailash
ChandraR/o Flat.No-3A,Block-
F, KanchanjungaApartment,
Sector-53,Noida,
GautamBuddhaNagar,U.P.
201301 have changedmyname
toBhagwanSwarup for all
futurepurposes.

0040551085-2

II,, AryamanS/oArvindKumar
R/o-P-158/2C, Kabul-Lines,
Delhi Cantt, Delhi-10,have
changedmyname toAryaman
Singh. 0040551102-7

II,, Anita SharmaD/OBrijMohan
R/oB-1/96 , BlockB1, Paschim
Vihar, Delhi -110063 . have
changedmynameandshall
hereafter beKnownAs
KanchanAgnihotri.

0070716779-1

II,, Amit Dubey son/of Krishna
KumarDubey residence-C-
6/106, sector-31,Noida,
Gautambudhnagarmy
wife’s,name inmychildren’s
birth certificate(Netik and
NaincyDubey),ismentioned-
asReemaDubey instead,of
ArchanaDubey. ReemaDubey
andArchanaDubeyare same
person.,For allmy,future
purpose. 0040551108-3

II SANJAYCHHABRAS/OLATE
KAILASHCHAND, R/O14/2B,
SECONDFLOOR,MOTINAGAR,
NEWDELHI-110015HAVE
CHANGEDMYNAMETO
SANJEEVKUMAR
PERMANENTLY. 0040551095-1

II RamPrakashS/o-
Sh.J.R.DhasmanaR/o-
141,BannuEnclave,Pitampura,
Delhi-110034,wronglywritten
mywife nameasMeera
Dhasmana inmyPPO-
09/97/B/S/01228/2000
Dt.31.03.2000. Actual nameof
mywife isMeeraDevi.

0040551070-1

II,,Manoj Sain, S/oSh.Mahesh
Chand, R/oK-1/6AMainGamri
Road, Ghonda, Delhi - 110053
have changedmyname to
Manoj Kumar. 0070716777-1

II NeeraBhatiaW/oKaran
Kumar SinghBhatiaR/o FlaT
NO722BaghbanAppartment
GH2Sector 28Rohini Delhi
110042 have changedmyname
toNeeruBhatia.

0050170215-1

IIMaheshwariW/o-
Sh.ChidambaramPillai N, R/o-
Flat-No.203, Gahlan
Aptt.,Mohit Nagar, Kakrola,
Sector-15, Dwarka, Delhi-
78.Have changemyname to
Maheswari C for all
purpose.ThatMaheshwari&
Maheswari C is theoneand
sameperson.

0040551069-1

LLOOSSTT&&FFOOUUNNDD
IItt is notified for the information
thatmy followingOriginal
Property document of C-1/108,
YamunaVihar,Delhi-110053:
Allotment Letter,Possession
Letter,Site Possession FormD
&C.,BuildingSanctionPlan,
lost on 9-10-2020.OwnerName-
LataKahol&VinodKumar
Kahol. 0040551109-1

I am surrendering my Investment
Adviser license no. INA100007240.
Aniruddha Bose, E249, GrFlr, GK2,
New Delhi 110048. 0130017158-1

3300 acres/60acres landwith
2lakh sqft industry shed is on
Sale at dindori industrial area,
Nashik. 22kms international
cargo.airport. Infrastrucre
suitable for anynew typeof
Industry orWarehousing.
Lucrative offer. Call
9545554089. 0050170100-1

oommmmeerrcciiaall site - 1340 Sqydwith
9000 Sqft built in areaonmain
pipli roadnear newbus stand,
Kurukshetra. Ideal for
Hospitals,Malls andHotels.
Contact - 98131 78290, 90171
17148. 0050170219-1

I, Janki Juneja aka Janak Juneja
w/oK.K.Juneja r/oBB5DDDA
FlatsMunirka, henceforth
shouldbeonly knownas Janki
Juneja for all futurematters. It
hasbeen legally notified&
compliedwith. 0040551097-1

I, DeepanKasamuthuS/oP.
KasamuthuR/o 22-APocket-D
Sfs Flats,MayurVihar Phase III,
EastDelhi-110096. have
changedmynameandshall
hereafter beKnownAsDeepan
Mohan. 0070716781-1

PPRROOPPEERRTTYY

FFLLAATTFFOORRSSAALLEE

PPRROOPPEERRTTYY

PPRROOPPEERRTTYYFFOORRSSAALLEE

PPUUBBLLIICCNNOOTTIICCEE

BBUUSSIINNEESSSS

PUBLIC NOTICE
Be it known that my client ASGAR ALI
S/O AKBAR HUSSAIN RESIDENT
OF M-547-48, SHAKURPUR, NEW
DELHI-110034 has disowned and
severed all his relation with his son
namely ANEESH ALI and debarred
him from his movable and immovable
properties/assets due to his mis-
behaviour and going against my client.
Any body dealing with him in civil and
criminal matter shall be doing at
his/her/their own risk, cost and
responsibility.

Sd/- SURENDER KUMAR
(ADVOCATE )

SHOP NO. 6, RU BLOCK,
PITAMPURA, DELHI-88

Corrigendum
Advt. Published on
06/10/2020 in Indian
Express and Jansatta,
date of GPA Printed
06/11/11979 instead of
06/11/1979 client Madhu
Bala W/o Anil Kumar R/o
C-34-B, Radhey Shyam
Park Ext., Delhi-110051,
C/o Sanjeev Kumar
Advocate, Enrl. No.
4747/02

PUBLIC NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that the Share

Certificate No.-1 for one ordinary share

bearing distinctive number 173 of flat

no.-114(Second Floor), Lok Nayak

Apartments, Sector-9, Rohini, New Delhi-

110085, Standing in the name of I.S. Sethi

have been reported lost/misplaced and

that an application for issue of duplicate

certificate in respect therefore has been

made to the society at Plot No.30 Sector

IX, Rohini, New Delhi-110085 to whom,

Objection, if any, against issuance of such

duplicate share certificate should be

should be made within 15 days from the

date of publication of this notice share

certificate is not mortgaged or any loan

taken against the flat.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Be it known to all that my clients Sh.
SUBHASH KUMAR, and his wife Smt.
Kamlesh both R/o. T4, Masjid Road, Near
MCD Office, Jungpura Extn., New Delhi-
110014 have severed all relations with
their Son Sh. Rahul Gahlout, and his wife
Smt. Anita and have disowned &
disinherited them from all their movable
and immovable properties due to Smt.
Anita's unruly behavior and her threat to
falsely implicate entire family of my clients.
Whosoever deals with them in any
manner, shall do so at his/ her own risks,
cost & consequences. My clients shall not
be responsible for that.

Sd/- G.M. Akhtar, Adv.
A B FEROX Advocates & Consultants

444, Mathura Road, Jungpura,
New Delhi

PUBLIC NOTICE
Be it known to all that my clients Sh.
Rajesh Gupta and his wife Smt. Sunita
Gupta both r/o BN-54 (West) Shalimar
Bagh, Delhi-88, have severed all their
relations with their elder son Vaibhav
Agarwal, his wife Smt. Vidisha Gupta
and their daughter Baby Anaya
Agarwal. My clients have disowned
them from all their movable and
immovable properties. For all intents,
references and purposes, my clients are
not related, interested concerned or
responsible in any manner for the acts,
deeds, commitments and liabilities of
said Vaibhav Aggarwal and his family as
they have gone beyond the control of
my clients and are living/acting as per
their own wishes. Anyone dealing with
them, shall be doing so at his/ their own
personal risk and liability.

Sd/- (Sudesh Kumar Goyal),
Advocate

A-35, Amar Nath Monga Block,
Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-54.

PUBLIC NOTICE
IT IS FOR THE INFORMATION OF
PUBLIC AT LARGE THAT MY CLIENT
SHRI RAJESH GHAI AND SMT. RENU
GHAI RESIDENT OF 9/306, SUNDER
VIHAR, NEW DELHI-110087, HAVE
SEVERED ALL THEIR CONNECTIONS
AND RELATIONS WITH THEIR SON
HARSHUL GHAI AND HIS WIFE DIXITA
GHAI WHO HAVE SHIFTED TO
UNDECLARED PLACE ON THEIR OWN,
DUE TO THEIR ANTI-FAMILY AND
UNWARRANTED ACTIVITIES, HEREBY
DISINHERIT AND DEBAR THEM FOR
ALL PURPOSES. MY CLIENTS WILL
NOT BE RESPONSIBLE FOR ANY ACT
DONE BY THEM.

Sd/- VIJAY MALHOTRA (ADVOCATE)
Y-3, CIVIL SIDE, TIS HAZARI COURTS,

DELHI- 110054

PUBLIC NOTICE
My clients Sh. Puran Singh Thakur &
Smt. Madhu Devi R/o House no.
10498/3 Gali no. 3 Bagichi Allauddin
Pahar Ganj, Swami Ram Trith nagar
Central Delhi- 110055, have
disowned/ disbarred their son
Ashwani and his wife Komal with
children from movable & immovable
properties by all means and have
served all relations to them, if any
dealing to them by any one my
clients shall not be responsible for
the same in future.

Sd/- Naveen Rai (Advocate)
32, Lawyers Chamber, Supreme

Court of India, New Delhi- 110001

PUBLIC NOTICE

My Client Sh. Chander Jeet Arora S/o
Sh. Kashmiri Lal Arora R/o K-902,
Signature View Apartment Dr.
Mukherjee Nagar, Delhi-110009 have
diswned/debarred their son Nitin Arora
and his wife Sanya M Arora as they are
not in under control. My client severe
all their relation with them and
disowned them from their movable and
immovable properties. Anybody
transctiing transacting/dealing with
them in any manner whatsoever in
respect of anything would be doing that
in his/her own risk. My client shall not
be responsible for the same in any
manner whatsoever.

Sukhwinder Singh Advocate
Off. : 279, Near Bhai Parmanand

Colony, Dhakka Johar, Delhi-110009

PUBLIC NOTICE
General public is hereby informed that my
client Sh.Omkar Singh S/o Late Sh.Khajan
Singh R/o WZ-249,(80 SQ YDS) Harijan
Colony, Tilak Nagar, New Delhi-110018,
hereby sever all his relations from his son and
daughter in law namely Sh.Lokender Singh
S/o Sh. Omkar Singh and Smt. Anjali W/o Sh.
Lokender Singh R/o WZ-249 (80 SQ Yds)
Harijan Colony, Tilak Nagar, New Delhi-
110018 due to their disobeying, misbehavior
and hereby disowned and debarred them
from their all movable and immovable
properties forever. Any person dealing with
them shall be doing so at his own risk and
responsibility in future my clients will not be
responsible for any act and deeds done by
them. Sd/-B.B.N.DEO,ADVOCATE
RZJ-7/233, West Sagar Pur New Delhi
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CROSSWORD4248

ACROSS
1 Hebuilt awall andkeptrain
out (7)

4 TheenemytheSalvation
Armyhas tobeat
(5)

7 Notsilent tears (4)
8 Rocksking inmixeddoubles
(8)

10 Broken lamprecast inwaste
material (5,5)

12 Decorationwornonone’s
chest (6)

13 Don’tgetangry, just leave
withoutablow(6)

15 Aregaldatemademuchof
(1,5,4)

18 Apatient isbetterafter it
(8)

19 Carriagesoundscheap
(4)

20 Oneemployedtounpick
seams?(5)

21 Sumptuouslyentertainsa
chapwithdrinks (7)

DOWN
1 Bounders fromBucharest
(5)

2 Wine indeedbeingsentoutof
thecountry (8)

3 Sodonemaybecaught
(6)

4 Theonlyrepresentativesof
the fish trade?(4,6)

5 Journey inSouthAfrica
(4)

6 Rum’snotwhat thecure’s
madeof (7)

9 Boundtomarktheseason’s
end(6,4)

11 Important fabric
(8)

12 Abad-temperedpet
(7)

14 Porterwearing fewerclothes
wehear (6)

16 Joinsacourse fordrivers
(5)

17 Lookwhatverseshoulddo
(4)

ARIES(Mar21-Apr20)
Youhave a fantasy
about being free
and independent.
Well, the current

cropof Uranus alignments
challenges you toput your
words into action. If security
iswhat you reallywant, you
must nowadmit it to yourself
and, of course, to others.
There’s nopoint in
pretending otherwise.

TAURUS(Apr21-May21)
Themajor
planetary symbols
in your solar chart
today speak of

working relationships, legal
questions and ethical issues.
Are you sure that you know
your rights? By that Imean
your real rights, not some
fantasy ofwhat you can and
can't get awaywith.

GEMINI (May22- June21)
There isadanger in
tryingtogetothers
torevealwhat they
arenotat liberty to

divulge.Suchprobing is
perhapsnotsuchagreat
problemtoday,butcould
increasinglybecomesoover
thecomingweeks.So, if there’s
a reasonwhyyoushouldmove
carefully, that’s it.

CANCER(June22- July23)
Althoughyoumay
stillnotbeable to
takeanemotional
riskasplanned,

there ismuchtobesaid for
keepingotherpeople inastate
of suspense. If there is tobe
disruptionathome,makesure
thatyoucause it, rather than
waiting forpartners toweigh
inwith theirowndemands
forchange.

LEO(July24-Aug23)
Events that are
takingplace on the
work-front seem to
involve higher

principles rather thannarrow
self-interest. Themost
positive angle on today’s stars
is that it’s a suitablemoment
for you to air grievances. Plus,
a change of jobmight just
beperfect.

VIRGO(Aug24-Sep23)
Outof all the
turmoil and
dramaof thepast
fewmonths,

somethinggrand is beginning
to emerge. A simple reading
of your stars today forecasts
unusual purchases. A
deep interpretationoffers you
the chance to free yourself
fromanoutmoded
value system.

LIBRA(Sep24-Oct23)
Today’splanetary
alignment
crystallisesamajor
long-termcycle

indicatingsubstantial
improvementinyourhome
situationandfamily
relationships.Thepsychological
anglerevealstheneedto
grapplewiththeemotional
weightoftraditionalauthority.

SCORPIO(Oct24-Nov23)
Itmaybesometime
beforethecurrent
celestial
combinationgives

yousuchaliftagain.Insome
respects,manyofyouhavebeen
turnedintohumancannon
balls,andtheMoonnowurges
youtoreachyourtarget. Itgoes
withoutsayingthatyoushould
alsolookwhereyou’regoing.

SAGITTARIUS(Nov24-Dec22)
Thisislikelytobea
confusingtime,but
thatshouldn’tstop
yousayingwhatyou

think.ThefactthatMercury,
planetofbrightideas,isstrongly
alignedwithyoursign,suggests
youcanbesimilarlyfreeinyour
views,argumentsandopinions.
Butpleaseshowconsideration
forotherpeople’sfeelings.

CAPRICORN(Dec23- Jan20)
Youcantryyourbest
but, if thegoinggets
tough,thenallyou
canreallydois

muddlethroughandhopethat
youdon’thavetoomanyover-
emotionalpeopletodealwith.A
numberof individualsarenow
inamoodtowalkoff intothe
sunset, leavingotherstolook
afterthemselves.Mindyou,that
mightnotbeabadthing.

AQUARIUS(Jan21-Feb19)
You’re in a
competitivemood
andyou should
enjoy jockeying for

position. Yet, old-fashioned
values are attractive and the
trickle of Aquarians
discovering the joys of
tradition is about to becomea
flood. As amatter of fact,
today is not a bad time to
start behaving in
contradictoryways.

PISCES(Feb20-Mar20)
Yourmind is
operatingona
muchhigher levelat
themoment.That,

by theway,doesn’tmeanthat
youarenecessarilybetter than
otherpeople. It couldeven
imply thatyouarebeing
uncharacteristicallyvain.But
then,perhapsyouhavereason
to feela little smug.
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DifficultyLevel5s
Instructions
TosolveaSudokupuzzle,
everydigitfrom1to9
mustappear ineachofthe
nineverticalcolumns, in
eachoftheninehorizontal
rowsandineachofthe
nineboxes.

DifficultyLevel
1s=Veryeasy;2s=Easy;
3s=Medium;4s=Hard;
5s=VeryHard;6s=
Genius
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Givenbelowarefour jumbledwords.Solvethejumblestomakeproperwordsandmovethemto
therespectivesquaresbelow.Selecttheletters intheshadedsquaresandjumblethemtoget
theanswerforthegivenquip.
Youcanfind__amidstthe____thatthreatenyou.-JosephB.Wirthlin(5,..,6)

SOLUTION:EAVES,HORSY,SWITCH,LIMPID
Answer:Youcanfindpeaceamidstthestormsthatthreatenyou.-JosephB.Wirthlin

SVAEE HIWCST

HYORS DIILMP

SolutionsCrossword4247:Across:1Freewheeler,9Inastew,10Ample,11Tied,12
Tryagain,14Naples,16Feints,18Turnsour,19Otto,22Osier,23Sticker,24Close
season.Down:2Reade,3Efts,4Hewers,5Emanated,6Explain,7Distinction,8
Tenniscourt,13Measures,15Partial,17Nurses,20Tokyo,21Siva.

JUMBLEDWORDS

OVERTHEHEDGE byMichael Fry&TLewis

CALVIN&HOBBES byBillWatterson

MARVIN byTomArmstrong

DAYTODAY BYPETERVIDAL

IPL transfer window: How Rahane
can move to CSK and Tahir to DC
SHAMIKCHAKRABARTY
KOLKATA, OCTOBER 12

IT’S ALMOST the halfway stage in this IPL,
and the tournament’smid-season transfer
window is around the corner. Unlike last
season, the IPLGoverningCouncil has per-
mitted loantransfersof cappedplayersthis
term.

What is the IPL’s mid-season
transfer window?

Franchises can loan out capped – both
Indian and overseas – and uncapped play-
ersduring thiswindow.The loanprocess–
expressionof interest,paperworketc.–has
been applicable from October 7, but the
window will be opened exactly at the
halfway stage,whenall teamshaveplayed
sevenmatcheseach.TheIPLhadintroduced
themid-season transfer window last sea-
son and opened up a five-day window for
loan transfers of uncapped players. This
year,evencappedplayerscanbeloanedout.

Which players are eligible for
transfers?

The IPL loan rules
say: “Anyplayerwho
hasplayed(inXIoras
concussion substi-
tute) less than two
matches.” The lend-
ing franchisewill get
the mutually agreed

amount between two franchises, which is
not subject to a salary cap. Fifty per cent of
the loan fee will have to be paid “within 7
days of registration” and the rest “within 7
days of the finalmatchof the season”.

Is this like football’s January
transfer window?

Not really. During football’s January
transferwindow,bothpermanentandloan
transfersareallowed.The IPL’smid-season
transfer window restricts movements to
loansigningsonly, throughmutuallyagreed
loan fees.
For example, if AjinkyaRahaneofDelhi

Capitals –who has played only onematch
sofar–is loanedouttoChennaiSuperKings
bymutual agreement, the player becomes
a part of the Chennai-based franchise for
the rest of the season, but Capitals remain
his parent team. Itmeans that it’s a half-a-
seasonarrangementandtheloaneereturns
tohis parent teamnext season.

Will the loanee have any game
restrictions?

Yes, the IPL rules bar him from playing
against the lendingfranchise. Itmeansthat
the loanee will have to sit out the return-
leg fixture against his parent team.

Is this the best opportunity to

sign injury replacements?
Notreally.Teamscanreplacean injured

playerwho is ruled out of the tournament
bypickingunsoldplayersatbaseprice.This
is, of course, subject to the IPL Governing
Council’s approval.

AjinkyaRahanehas featured in justonematchforDelhiCapitals.BCCI

PLAYER: IMRANTAHIR(CSK)
WHOWOULDWANTHIM:
DELHICAPITALS
REASON:Theleg-spinnerhad26wickets
lastseason,butisyettogetagamethis
season.DClosttheinjuredAmitMishra
fortheseasonandmightbeinterested
inalike-for-likereplacement.

PLAYER:AJINKYARAHANE(DC)
WHOWOULDWANTHIM:CSK
REASON:Loansigningsusuallyaren’t
partof theCSKculture.But thisyear,
asadmittedbyMSDhoni, their
battinghasbeenstruggling.Rahane
hasmorethan3,800 IPLrunstohis
credit.CSKmight justbe interested in
aproventop-orderperformer.

PLAYER:DEEPAKHOODA(KXIP)
WHOWOULDWANTHIM:SRHORRR
REASON: It’sa littlesurprisingthat the
experiencedspin-bowlingall-rounder
hasn’tyetplayedagamethisseason.
BothSRHandRRhavebeensearching
for therequiredbalance intheir
middle-order,andHoodaoffers
versatility.

PLAYER:CHRISLYNN(MI)
WHOWOULDWANTHIM:KXIPORRR
REASON:AsetMumbai Indians
playingXI isareasonwhytheopening
batsmanissittingout.Veryunlikely
movement,but teamslikeKXIPand
RR,withtheir inconsistentbatting
performances,mightmake inquiries.

P O S S I B L E T R A N S F E R S

ABD special knocks
out the Knights
SouthAfricanrisesaboveconditionsand
oppositionbeforeRCBspinnersseal thedeal

SHAMIKCHAKRABARTY
KOLKATA, OCTOBER 12

FORA change, Royal Challengers Bangalore
rolled over Kolkata Knight Riders – usually
their bogey team in the IPL. The two RCB
spinners, Yuzvendra Chahal (1/12) and
Washington Sundar (2/20), strangulated
theiropponentsinthemiddleoversafteran
AB de Villiers evening show at Sharjah.
Chasing195forvictory,KKRlostby82runs.

AB de Villiers explodes
Abraham Benjamin de Villiers made a

mockeryof a slowSharjahpitchandastrong
KolkataKnightRidersbowlingattack.A track
bereftofshineisprettyuncommonhere.Even
against the new ball, Royal Challengers
Bangalore openerswerewalkingdown the
pitchforbettertiming.Onthatsurface,deVilliers
explodedtoremainunbeatenon73off33balls,
hittingsixsixes.Hedidn’tmindhittingthrough
theline.RCBhadagoodstart,butastheballgot
older,theirrunratedropped.Infact,inthemid-
dleovers,thegamewassomewhatmeandering
along.But in the final five, theyplundered83
runs.DeVilliersaccountedfor65ofthem.
KamleshNagarkotiwaseffectively serv-

inganoverdoseofcutters.DeVillierstook18
runs of his final over, as the youngster fin-
ishedwith 0/36 off his four overs. The over
turnedthegameonitshead.Until then,RCB
weregoingatundereight runsperover.
PatCumminsnext, anda coupleof sixes

and a four followed. DeVilliers hit almost a
block-hole delivery overwide long-on for a
maximum.Thatoneover ruinedCummins’
figuresaswell–0/38off four.
KKR dropped Sunil Narine, reported

againstbyon-fieldumpiresforasuspectac-
tion in their previous game. Opener Tom
BantonmadehisIPLdebut.Inhindsight,KKR
were a spinner short, as attested by Varun
Chakravarthy’s impressive bowling. But
AndreRussellwasfitandbowledbeautifully
upfront. But against DeVilliers, his last two
oversaccounted for34runs.
ThepartnershipbetweenDeVilliersand

ViratKohliyielded100runsoff7.4overs.The
RCBskipper(33*)contributed22off14balls
tothepartnership.Agreatteamplayer,Kohli

eschewed his ego and didn’tmind playing
secondfiddle.Duringtheassociation,theRCB
battingroyaltycompleted3,000IPLrunsto-
gether. Earlier, a 67-run opening stand be-
tweenAaronFinchandDevduttPadikkallaid
thefoundationfor their team.

RCB upwardlymobile
WhenPadikkal droppedRussell on one,

it felt like a déjà vu moment. Last year,
Russell’s13-ball48atChinnaswamyStadium
hadcausedheartbreak forKohli’s team.But
this is a different RCB, with a swagger and
collective effort. Their openers are taking
pressure off Kohli and de Villiers. Their
bowlersaredefendingtotals.OnMonday,as
Russell was getting into the groove, Isuru
Udanaremovedhimwithafullandwidede-
livery.KKRslumpedto85/6.Gameover.
BRIEF SCORES: RCB 194/2 in 20 overs

(ABdeVilliers73*,AFinch47,VKohli33*)bt
KKR 112/9 in 20 overs (S Gill 34; CMorris
2/17,WSundar2/20)by82runs

Playing tonight: SRH vsCSK,7.30pm

POINTS TABLE
Team Matches Won Lost NR Points
MI 7 5 2 0 10
DC 7 5 2 0 10
RCB 7 5 2 0 10
KKR 7 4 3 0 8
SRH 7 3 4 0 6
RR 7 3 4 0 6
CSK 7 2 5 0 4
KXIP 7 1 6 0 2

ORANGECAP:KLRahul (KXIP),387runs
PURPLECAP:KagisoRabada(DC),17
wickets

Pant out for
a week, Smith
hails return
of Stokes
REUTERS/PTI
OCTOBER13

DELHICAPITALSwicketkeeperRishabhPant
will miss a week’s action in the Indian
PremierLeague(IPL)aftersustainingaham-
string injury in Friday’s victory over the
Rajasthan Royals, his captain Shreyas Iyer
said.Pantwasseenlimpingtowardstheend
of thematch and sat out of Sunday’s loss to
MumbaiIndians,withAustralianAlexCarey
replacinghimbehind thestumps.
“Ispoketothedoctorandhesaidheisgo-

ing to be resting for aweek,” Iyer said after
Sunday’s five-wicket loss in Abu Dhabi.
“Hope he comes back strongly after this
break.”Pant’sabsencedisruptstheteambal-
ance forDelhi,whoaresecondbehindfour-
timewinnersMumbai.
WithCareytheonlyotherwicketkeeper

inthesquad,West IndianbatsmanShimron
Hetmyer is likely to sit out two more
matches. IPL teams are allowed to field a
maximumof four overseas players in their
playingXIandMarcusStoinis,KagisoRabada
andAnrichNortjelookcertaintoretaintheir
places forDelhi.
Englandall-rounderBenStokesmadehis

belatedappearanceinthisyear’stournament
on Sunday in Rajasthan Royals’ five-wicket
victoryoverSunrisersHyderabad.
Stokesendedhisinternationalseasonaf-

ter theManchester test against Pakistan in
August and travelled to New Zealand to be
withhis father,whohasbraincancer.
The 29-year-old bowled only onewick-

etlessover,concedingsevenruns,andmade
fiveinopeningthebattingbutskipperSteve
Smithwashappywithhisoverall impact.
“With Stokesy back, it brings a nice bal-

ance to us. He bowled only one over tonight
but he just got out of lockdownyesterday. It
helpsourbalanceforsure,”theAustraliansaid.

KKRhopeful of resolution to
Narine action

Sharjah: Two-time IPL champions Kolkata
Knight Riders onMonday hoped that there
would be an "appropriate resolution" to the
issue of their spinner Sunil Narine being re-
portedforasuspectbowlingaction,express-
ingsurpriseatthedevelopment.
The franchise, however, did not say

whetherhewillbeleftoutoftheteam.Narine
has beenplaced in thewarning list and one
more reporting of his action by the on-field
umpirescouldleadtohimbeingbarredfrom
bowlingintheongoingevent.

SYNOPSIS
ABdeVilliersexplodes.RCBare
upwardlymobile

AB deVilliers setupRCB’swinwith
anunbeaten73.BCCI/IPL
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LeBron James Matters
NBACHAMPIONSHIPFINAL

Lakersstarand leagueMVPstrikes therightchordonandoff thecourt

SHASHANKNAIR
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER12

A CONSTANT theme follows LeBron James
as he passes through life in and outside the
NBA.Itdoesn’tmatterifhe’sateenagerfrom
Akronwho’s just beendrafted into theNBA
oraleagueveteran17yearslater,whoyester-
daywasnamedtheNBA2020FinalsMVPat
theageof35–therehasalwaysbeenasense
of burdenthathehashad tocarry.
And that weight over the years has in-

creased. Theydon'tjustexpecthimtobethe
greatestbasketballplayer,butalsothevoice
of his often marginalised community in
thesepolarised times in theUS.
Since his rookie days, James was sup-

posed to be the answer to the question,
‘Who’snextafterMichaelJordan?’Rarelyare
athletes able to carry that level of responsi-
bility upon their shoulders at that early an
age.Andyet,hesitsinOrlando,smokingaci-
gar and drenched in champagne after his
fourthtitlethistimefortheLALakers,know-
ing that he has surpassed anything anyone
couldhaveeverimaginedabouthim–onthe
court and off it. James has also spoken his
mindonpricklyissues,unlikeseveralpopu-
lar sportingstars.
On Sunday, the Lakers beatMiami Heat

106-93 inGame6of the2020NBAFinals to
complete a 4-2 win for the NBA
Championship. Like soccer empressMegan
Rapinoe during the FIFAWomen'sWorld
Cuplastyear,Jameshadbroughthis'A'game
onboth fronts.

MOSTVOCAL PLAYER TOO
James at the start of his career was not

someoneassociatedwithbeingpolitical.And
yet, his growthasaplayerhasbeen less im-
pressivecomparedtohisgrowthasaninflu-
ential representative of his community – a
callingthathasonlygottenstrongeroverthe
past few years as the country goes through
intense racial turmoil. This COVID-19 bub-
bleandelectioncampaignthough–hasseen
themakings of James as a leading voice ad-
vocatingandcreatingpathways for change.
“People get tired of hearing me say it,

but we are scared as Black people in
America,” James said to reporters after
their Game 4 win over the Portland Trail

Blazers. The comments were in response
to the shooting of Jacob Blake by Kenosha
policeofficers inWisconsinandhavebeen
one of the several sound bytes made by
James in the NBA bubble, in favour of the
Black LivesMattermovement.
“Because you don’t know. You have no

ideahow that cop that day left thehouse. ...
Youdon’tknowif hewokeuponthewrong
sideof thebed.Youdon’t know if hehadan
argumentathomewithasignificantother, if
one of his kids said something crazy to him
andheleftthehousesteaming.Ormaybehe
justleftthehousesayingtodayisgoingtobe
theendforoneof theseblackpeople.That’s
what it feels like,” added the Ohio-native.
Embodying and vocalising this fear on be-

half of his communitywas a choice James
made, knowing any slip-ups on the court
could snap the attentionhe commandedof
millions, asNBA'sbiggest star rightnow.
Immediately after the killing of George

FloydwhichtriggeredtheBlackLivesMatter
movementtoacrescendo,Jamescreatedthe
“MoreThanAVote”group–aplatformthat
lookstomobilizeblackvotersandfightvoter
suppression. In the bubble, the group has
beenworking towards turning NBA arenas
into voting booths and voter-related activi-
ties. The Georgia primaries where many
Blackscouldn'tmakeittothepollingbooths
fearing for their safety or due to crowding
constraintsatthepeakof thepandemichad
beenabruisingtrial fortheNovemberpres-

idential elections.
Now,twentyNBAteamshavegiventheir

arenastoeitherbecomeavotingprecinct,an
earlyvotingsite,apollingsiteoravotingcen-
tre, the nudge coming from the top stars in
NBA,withJamescruciallylendinghisname.
Outsideof it,thegroupdonated$100,000

to register disenfranchised voters from
Floridawhocouldn’t votebecauseof felony
records by paying their outstanding fees. It
helped1.4millionformerfelonsregaintheir
right tovote.

V FORVOTE
Ninety per cent NBA players have been

registered to vote this timearound,with 15
teamsshowing100%registration,according
toOKCguardandNationalBasketballPlayers
AssociationpresidentChrisPaul.
“(We have to) continue to understand

howimportantvoting is. Forus tobeable to
have theNBAarenasaspollingsites fora lot
of communities, that is unbelievable. We
want to continue that. November is right
aroundthecornerandweallknowhowbig
that is,” James said to reporters during the
NBAPlayoffs.
Evenbeforetoday,wheretheBlackLives

Matter movement has become the force
that it is, James’ work in his community is
what has set him apart from some of the
greatest athletes of all time.Hehas on reg-
ularoccasioncomeout insupportof justice
for black people who have been shot or
killed inAmerica.
He has providedmillions in support to

the city of Akron in Ohio through funding
tuition for countless college students and
opened his own school called, ‘I Promise’
for ‘at risk’ third to eighth grade students.
Jameshasnownotonlysurpassedwhat

anyonethoughthewascapableofonabas-
ketball court, but has become a social jus-
tice icon the likes of which most of his
peers could never fathom. He has advo-
cated higher voting numbers and put his
moneyandhismouthfor thecauseof cam-
paigning to an end to police brutality, un-
like any athlete in American history. And
as the euphoria of a hard-fought NBA
Championshipvictorydiesdown,his real-
worldcontributionswill continue toshine.
It's a burden only someone the likes of
James could carry and fulfill.

LosAngelesLakers’ LeBronJamescelebrates thechampionshipwin. AP

HEPROMISED, HE
DELIVERED: KING JAMES

■LeBronJames joinedMichael
Jordaninbeingtheonlyplayer to
havewonfourNBAFinalsMVP
awards.LeBronalsohastheunique
distinctionofhavingwonthis
awardwiththreedifferent teams.

29.8
points

11.8
rebounds

8.5
assists

over thesixNBAFinalsgames.

JAMESAVERAGED

LeBronmade59.1%ofallhisshots

Hewas41.1% fromthree-point range

67.1% fromthefreethrowline

BigBigCongrts to@KingJamesHis
legacy is stillbeingwritten.....
-@DWYANEWADE

LakerNation,LeBronJamesmade
goodonhisguaranteethathe
wouldtakethe@Lakers totheNBA
Finalsandbringachampionshipto
Lakers fansallaroundtheworld.
Missionaccomplished
@KingJames!!
-@MAGICJOHNSON

Congrats to the
@Lakersand@Seattlestorm
ontheirchampionshipwins!
Proudof all theNBAandWNBA
teamsandplayerswho'vebeen
usingtheirplatformstotakea
standforracial justiceand
encouragecivicparticipationthis
season.
-@BARACKOBAMA

Congrats tomybrother
@KingJamesonwinninghis4th
championship.Notbadfora
washedupoldguy!
-@TOMBRADY-

BRIEFLY
FormerIndiafootball
captainCarlton
Chapmannomore
Kolkata: Former India football captain
andmid-fielderCarltonChapman,who
formedadeadlytrioattheclublevelwith
BhaichungBhutiaandIMVijayaninthe
1990s,diedonMondayfollowingaheart
attackinBengaluru.Hewas49.Chapman
washospitalisedonSundaynight at a
hospital inBengaluruandpassedaway
early thismorning. “I got a call from
Bengaluru fromoneof his friends that
Chapman is nomore.Hepassedaway
earlythismorning.Hewasahappy-go-
luckyman,alwayssmilingandreadyto
helpothers,”Chapman’sone-timeIndia
team-mateBrunoCoutinhotoldPTIfrom
Goa. A creativemidfielder, Chapman
playedforIndiabetween1995and2001
andthecountrywonthe1997SAFFCup
underhiscaptaincy.

FranceandPortugalin
goallessstalemate
Milan: France drew 0-0 at home to
Portugal intheUEFANationsLeagueon
Sunday in a cagey clash between the
worldandEuropeanchampionswhich
largely failed to liveupto itsbilling.The
teams couldonlymanageone shot on
targetinthefirsthalf,ahopefulattempt
byAntoineGriezmannfromthetightest
of angles which stung the hands of
keeper Rui Patricio. CristianoRonaldo
cameclosest toscoringwhenhefireda
left-footed strike at goal in added time
buthisdeflectedshotwaswellsavedby
FrancegoalkeeperHugoLloris.

Ricciardohappytobe
leavingRenaultonahigh
London:Daniel Ricciardo says he feels
happierleavingasuccessfulRenaultthan
astrugglingoneaftersecuringtheFrench
manufacturer’s first Formula One
podiumsince2010.TheAustralian,who
ismoving toMcLarenat theendof the
season, finished third in Sunday’s Eifel
GrandPrix at theNuerburgring. “Next
year’sanotherstory,Iammovingon,but
I think this reallydoes capapretty cool
storythatwe’vehadandsharedforthese
twoyears,”hetoldSkySports.

AGENCIES

New Delhi
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